
There is often a discussion as to whether the Jewish 
People really had a choice in choosing the Torah and 
becoming the People of the Book. That is, were the 

Jews coerced into assuming all of the commandments and 
obligations, risking death with a declination, or did the Jews 
accept our beautiful heritage from G-d with open arms and 
enlightened minds? What are the implications and lessons 
learned by grappling with this question?
 At this time of the year, right around Shavuot, I often 
wonder about choices. The choices we make and the choices 
we avoid making. I also wonder about responsibilities and 
about obligations which, in my mind, are not the same. 
Perhaps it’s semantics, but feeling obligated to do something 
versus owning a responsibility to do something are two 
different things. In the first case, we might feel as though 
something has been foisted upon us, where in the second 
case we might make a conscious decision to care for or 
protect something because we feel it is important to do so. 
 Our amazing Jewish Calgary was built for us by previous 
generations and involved many choices along the way. 
Leadership choices, funding choices, timing choices, and 

choices of priorities. Many of those choices were driven by 
feelings of obligation – the feeling that Jewish Calgary must 
have its own educational facilities, must have a mikvah, must 
have its own central gathering place like the JCC, must have 
diverse synagogue offerings, and so on. As choices were 
made and plans were executed, the obligations turned to 
responsibilities. Many of us now feel compelled to maintain 
and enhance the level of programs and services provided 
in our community. We feel responsible for stewarding our 
community’s rich palate of opportunities while protecting its 
assets. It is my sense, though, that we do so with a bold future 
in mind, one that is aspirational and meaningful, instead of 
going through motions to ‘babysit’ resources and maintain 
what we have simply because someone else built something 
and it would be a shame to let it disappear. Our commitment 
is more focused and more inspirational than that.
 To link our assumption of collective responsibility with 
the concept of choice as it relates to Shavuot: We should 
not only live our Jewish lives and maintain the agencies, 
services, and programs that are personally important to us 
out of a sense of obligation, but rather, we should actively 
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embrace the opportunities ahead of us 
in the years to come, through a sense 
of responsibility and commitment to what might be – to a 
dream we might form. If we are aspirational and intentional 
in our efforts, we will not only be ensuring our Jewish future, 
but doing so by honouring our past. 
 Choices are everywhere, even if it seems as though a choice 
is not really a choice. Much like our ancestors, sometimes 
making what seems like a forced choice is actually the 
beginning of a transformational journey. Pirkei Avot, Ethics 
of our Fathers, notes: “We are not obligated to complete the 
work, nor are we free to desist from it.” I am hopeful that many 
in our community will work together in choosing to embrace 
the collective responsibility required to ensure future 
generations can live rich, meaningful, Jewish lives. Our past 
is a solid foundation and our future can be even better.
 Wishing each and all of you a safe and enjoyable summer!

Adam Silver, CEO, Calgary Jewish Federation

tHursday June 20
Calgary JCC 1607 90 Avenue SW

6:45pm CAlgAry jCC yeArly updATe meeTing

7:00pm CAlgAry jeWiSh federATion Agm

Federation agM agenda inCludes: ElEction oF boArd mEmbErs, 
commUnity UpdAtEs, And shEm tov AwArds.

AGM
annual general meeting

community shem tov awards
and

A representative of the israeli consul in toronto will be back in calgary on 
July 17 and 18. For questions or to start the booking process, contact Amy 
Glassman boiko at aglassmanboiko@jewishcalgary.org or 403-444-3153.

join our AnnuAl

fantastic, fabulous,  
and formidable bbQ

To CelebrATe The big “f” of
friends, family, and father’s day!

Sunday, June 16  •  12:30 - 4:00pm

CelebrATe inClusion, friendShip,  
And CommuniTy! everyone iS WelCome: 
inviTe your SiblingS, pArenTS, friendS, 
And bring your dogS!

For inFo contact Karina at 403-389-6994 
or Karinas@jewishcalgary.org

bring the family 
and experience a 
fun-filled day at 
camp bb riback 

with the staff  
and campers.

camp lunch and 
snacks provided!

there is no charge but 

registration is required by 

tuesday, July 9

Goes to Camp BB!

10am-4pm  |  Camp BB Riback, Pine Lake

Sunday July 14

to register and for more info (including meeting at camp bb) contact:  

Kathie at kwainer@jewishcalgary.org or dani at daniu@edjfed.org

Registration and payment required by Wednesday, June 19 at:  
kwainer@jewishcalgary.org

You are welcome to join us without pre-registration and pay full admission at the gate:  
$2778 adult  |  $1493 child 

Note: There is a parking fee at Heritage Park. Please dress for the weather.

We have a fun morning 
planned in The Little 

Synagogue followed by a 
special birthday surprise!

Stay for the day at the park  
and enjoy a musical  

concert at 1pm.

Child under 10: Free*  
Adult: $18*

*Limited free children’s tickets available. Please contact us if you need special accommodations.  

PJ Library® and The Little Synagogue on the Prairie  
are Celebrating their 10th Birthdays!

Sunday, June 23    |    10:00am    |    Heritage Park



BE A PART OF LIFE & LEGACY™

AS OF MAY 30, 2019, MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY HAVE MADE A PROMISE TO LEAVE A LEGACY TO JEWISH CALGARY

Each partner organization has a yearly goal to secure letters 
of intent (LOI). Visit us online to learn more about partner 

organizations and complete your own LOI today.
jewishcalgary.org/life-and-legacy

RAISED IN ESTIMATED GIFTS (AS OF  MAY 30, 2019)

CELEBRATING A TOTAL OF

*Legacy gifts can be left to any community organization even if they are not listed above.

$4.217 million 

For more information on how you can ensure our Jewish 
tomorrows today, contact Director of Development,  

Diana Kalef at dkalef@jewishcalgary.org 403-444-3154.
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