Calgary Jewish Federation wants you!
We have lots of exciting information to share
about upcoming programs and events. If you
are not already receiving our publications,
please send us your contact information
and we will be sure to bring you up to date
on happenings in Jewish Calgary. To sign
up today, please contact Elliott Steinberg at
403-252-5801 or esteinberg@jewishcalgary.org.

The strength of a people.
The power of community.

a message from Adam
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During the last week of April
we marked Yom HaShoah, Yom
HaZikaron, and Yom HaAtzmaut – all
incredibly important dates on their own,
and even more moving and meaningful as
a series. Yom Hashoah saw our community
come together to remember and honour
the six million Jewish victims of the
Holocaust, and the millions more who were
also murdered during this inconceivable,
horrendous time in history. We cried as a
community when thinking about loved ones
lost, and about those who have no family
to remember them. We listened to Fanny
Wedro’s story of survival and triumph in the
face of certain death. And we collectively
vowed to “Never Forget” – to always fight
for justice, to advocate for the persecuted,
and to never be a bystander.
A week later, our community once again
acknowledged that nothing is without a
price, that our incredible homeland, Israel,
was not handed to the Jewish people on a
silver platter, and certainly does not remain
ours without significant, painful sacrifice.
Our community, together, commemorated
Yom HaZikaron, mourning the loss of

Israeli soldiers who fell in defense of Israel,
and innocent victims murdered in acts of
terror. We recalled lives that were lived,
that were senselessly cut short, and the vast
potential that would never be realized. The
commemoration had the theme of names
– these victims and casualties had names,
were beloved family members, and had bold
and meaningful lives ahead of them. We are
forever grateful for their ultimate sacrifices,
and owe the existence of Israel to their tears
and blood.
A difficult, but amazing transition
followed Yom HaZikaron, when the very
next day we celebrated Yom HaAtzmaut
– Israel’s 69th Birthday! The sorrow and
atrocities brought us to the creation of the
State of Israel, our true gem and birthright.
We celebrated as a community; gathering,
dancing, eating, crafting, schmoozing – and,
at the end, vowing to gather again in a year
to celebrate Israel’s 70th birthday!
Israel plays a very prominent role in how
many of us define our Jewish identity, and
Calgary Jewish Federation’s partners at the
Canada Israel Experience administer the
ultimate young adult engagement program
– Birthright! This year, over 40 young

Calgarians will participate in Birthright
programs, and will return inspired and
changed forever. Federation continues to
work with Birthright Canada Foundation
and Canada Israel Experience to cultivate
future leaders and to engage with returning
program participants.
The Calgary Jewish Academy’s grade 9
class recently returned from three weeks in
Israel, touring and participating in amazing
mifgashim (gatherings between Israeli and
Diaspora Jews) and homestays with their
Israeli pen pals from Har Vagai School.
This program is deemed a Gesher Chai
(Living Bridge) initiative, and is supported
in part by Calgary Jewish Federation. Har
Vagai School is in our partnership region
(see next paragraph) and this trip is a
reciprocal visit to the visit of Israeli students
to Calgary which took place last November.
On a personal note, one of my daughters is
a CJA participant, and the trip has certainly
fostered ahavat (a love of) Israel in her, and
she has made Israeli friends for life.
Finally, as I write this note and as
I mentioned in my last Pomegranate
message, from May 13-15 we are planning
to welcome close to 40 Israeli and Canadian
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HARVEY and
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UJA 2017

friends and colleagues
who comprise the Joint Steering Committee
of P2G – Partnership 2Gether, our
partnership program with Etzba Hagalil,
the Galilee Panhandle. We are so fortunate
to have a working relationship with six
Canadian cities and regions and five Israeli
municipalities, cultivating relationships that
transcend work and are really much more
like family.
Jewish Calgary and Jewish Calgarians
have many strong ties to Israel, and we
are very fortunate to commemorate and
celebrate Israel’s incredible importance
to us through many different programs
and initiatives. We will continue to value
the contributions and ultimate sacrifices
made by those who pioneered her creation
and who continue to defend her existence,
and we will continue to celebrate her as or
l’goyim – a light unto the nations.
B’Shalom,

Adam Silver, CEO
Calgary Jewish Federation

Annual General meeting

wednesday June 21

Calgary JCC 1607 90 Avenue SW
6:45pm

CAlgary jcc agm

7:15pm

Calgary Jewish Federation is thrilled to announce that Harvey and Wynne Thal
have agreed to chair the 2017 United Jewish Appeal Campaign.

calgary jewish federation agm

Longtime active volunteers in our community, both Harvey and Wynne have
ANNIVERSARY
dedicated countless
hours to UJA in the past. Harvey chaired the Men’s Major
Gifts division for the past few years and Wynne chaired the Lion of Judah
campaign for women donors of over $5000 annually.

Agenda for Federation AGM will include

We are privileged that this dedicated couple have chosen to assume overall
responsibility for the upcoming UJA campaign. They bring a passion for
community and determination to grow the campaign to meet the growing
challenges of supporting Jewish people and Jewish life
in Calgary and around the world.

Election of board members
Community updates • Shem Tov Awards

Up to $1000 off Jewish Camp

With their combined experience, commitment, passion
and enthusiasm, the Calgary Jewish community is sure
to be successful in 2017!

ISRAELI CONSULAR SERVICES

AN ISRAELI CONSUL IS COMING TO CALGARY ON JUNE 4
If you need to see the consul for matters requiring a personal appearance
for example, renewing a child’s passport, please contact Judy Shapiro at
jshapiro@jewishcalgary.org to get on the appointment list.

If you see something,
say something.

Our greatest security is our own eyes and
ears. If you see something suspicious,
report immediately to police. Also report
to leadership of the institution involved
and contact Judy Shapiro at 403-444- 3153
or jshapiro@jewishcalgary.org.

A Summer of Fun and Friendship
One Happy Camper and Calgary Jewish Federation provide grants of up to
$1,000* to children attending Jewish overnight camp for the first time.
*some conditions apply

Visit OneHappyCamper.org to find your camp and apply.
For information, contact Judy Shapiro at 403.444.3153 or jshapiro@jewishcalgary.org

From your gifts to Federation’s annual UJA campaign
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11am - 2pm

MONDAY JUNE 5

at Calgary JCC

FREE FAMILY EVENT - NO NEED TO REGISTER
Face painting • Jumpy house
Obstacle course • Bubbles
And lots of other fun family activities
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Bring your own picnic and
enjoy a day in the sun with
family and friends!

7:00pm | Calgary JCC
A panel discussion of the military victory and political
implications of this important period in Israeli history.
For more Information contact Judy Shapiro
403-444-3153 or jshapiro@jewishcalgary.org

b u t t e r f i e l d acres petting zoo
Contact Kathie at kwainer@jewishcalgary.org or
Jordan at jwaldman@jewishcalgary.org for more information

Everyone Welcome
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May 26-28

CALGARY JEWISH FEDERATION IS HONOURED TO PRESENT

DR. MENASHE ZAAROOR
Director of Department of Neurosurgery
Rambam Health Care Campus, Haifa

Wednesday, June 7, 2017
7:00pm | Calgary JCC

Ground-breaking technology in Neurosurgery coming to Calgary. MR guided
focused ultrasound can treat Movement Disorders such as Essential Tremor
and Parkinson’s Disease. Meet Dr. Zaaroor, an expert in the field.
For more information, contact Irena Karshenbaum, Resource Development
Associate at 403-537-8594 or ikarshenbaum@jewishcalgary.org

It’s time again for Hillel’s popular annual outdoor
event for students at beautiful camp bb riback!

Shalom Baby Play Group: For the Under Twos

sign up now at jewishcalgary.org

Thursday Mornings | 9:45am - Noon | Calgary JCC

Contact Jordan: 403.444.3146 | jwaldman@jewishcalgary.org

Next Meeting Dates: May 18, June 15

TOT
S H A B B AT
Please Join Us!
May 14 - Kesher at the Theatre
June 11 - Calgary JCC
June 25 - Calgary JCC

PJ Library® Tot Shabbat: For the Under Threes
Friday Mornings | 9:45 - 10:30am | Calgary JCC
Next Meeting Dates: May 26, June 9, June 23

For information, contact Kathie at kwainer@jewishcalgary.org or 403-537-8592

A C apital Campaig n

For more information contact Karina Szulc at 403-389-6994 or karinas@jewishcalgary.org
Go to Ongoing Programs on jewishcalgary.org for more details
Calgary Jewish Federation welcomes and supports children and adults with special needs.
If you or a loved one needs special accommodations to participate in any of our events,
please contact Karina Szulc at 403-389-6994 or karinas@jewishcalgary.org.

To make a gift to this community project visit jewishcalgary.org

