Women in Politics

Calgary Jewish Federation wants you!
We have lots of exciting information to share
about upcoming programs and events. If you
are not already receiving our publications,
please send us your contact information
and we will be sure to bring you up to date
on happenings in Jewish Calgary. To sign
up today, please contact Janene Puffer at
403-444-3157 or jpuffer@jewishcalgary.org.

A Women’s Event of Wine, Cheese and Conversation

The strength of a people.
The power of community.

Show Us
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Featuring

Premier Alison Redford
Thursday March 27
7:00pm • Calgary JCC

Michael Ghert and Debbie Ryder to lead 2014 UJA campaign

T

his year’s UJA campaign is coming
to a close, but the financial needs
and expanding program base of
Calgary’s Jewish community continues.
So, Calgary Jewish Federation has wasted
no time in appointing two experienced
community leaders to co-chair its 2014
UJA campaign.
Returning as one of the co-chairs is
Michael Ghert, who led the 2013 campaign
along with co-chair Sam Feldman. Thanks
to their hard work and that of Campaign
Director Diana Kalef and a cadre of other
volunteers and professionals, the campaign
set a new record, raising almost $3.1 million.
Joining Michael as the co-chair for 2014 is
Debbie Ryder, who also played a significant
role in the success of this year’s campaign,
having chaired the Women’s Division for
the third consecutive year.
Both Michael and Debbie come from
families with long and proud histories in
Southern Alberta.
Michael’s
father
Bernard
and
grandmother Bertha were both born in
Lethbridge. Michael was raised in Toronto
and attended McGill University, where
he earned a BA in history. He followed
with a Master’s in history from University
College London and a law degree from the
University of Toronto.

He was drawn back to Southern Alberta
by his memories of the province’s natural
beauty. “I always loved the mountains and
felt nostalgia for the river valleys,” said
Michael, who lives in Northwest Calgary,
with his wife Sarah Rosenfeld and daughters
Talya, 10 and Yael, 8, both of whom attend
The Calgary Jewish Academy. “For me, the
image of the Chinook winds and the coulees
is a Jewish landscape.”
Michael noted that his grandfather was a
longtime leader of the Jewish community in
Lethbridge, as were his parents in Toronto.
His father was president of the Jewish
Federation in Canada’s most populated
Jewish community.
“I thought of community involvement as
something older people did,” said Michael.
“When I got to Calgary and was asked
to participate, I thought, ‘if I don’t do it,
who will.’”
Debbie Ryder, a lifelong Calgarian, had
a similar epiphany. “I grew up in a Jewish
family and went to a Hebrew school
until grade seven, but there was always
something missing in my heart,” she said.
“I realized how important it was for me
to stand under a chuppah and to marry a
Jew.” Debbie is married to Stephen Ryder,
another longtime Calgarian.
She was involved as a business woman in

the garment industry for many years and
for the past 25 years she has had her own
property management company.
Debbie made sure to find time to sit on
various committees at The Calgary Jewish
Academy, where her children Michael and
Carly both attended from nursery until
grade nine. She was also on the JCC and
Federation boards and has been a yearly
UJA canvasser for more than 10 years.
“UJA helps so many facets of the
community,” said Debbie. “It’s a way to help
as many people as I can.”
Michael went into the 2013 campaign a
little apprehensive about the possibility of
sustaining the money the campaign had
been raising.
“I am really gratified that we were not only
able to sustain but reach a new record,” he

said, adding that “the campaign broadened
last year, attracting the support of both
established and newer, younger donors.”
“We are a just a bunch of volunteers
who try to get it right and service all the
elements to sustain a meaningful Jewish life
in Calgary,” he said.
As they begin planning for the 2014
campaign, Michael and Debbie are reaching
for even greater heights and are looking
forward to the participation and support of
all Jewish Calgarians.
If you would like to join Team
Ghert-Ryder 2014, please call Diana
Kalef at 403-444-3154 or email
dkalef@jewishcalgary.org.

It has been almost one year since Austrian researchers published the full extent
of Nazi collaboration by one of that country’s leading cultural institutions,
the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra.
Now, a century after the start of the World War I and 75 years since World War II began, the
Orchestra’s leader, the man who commissioned the investigation documenting that history,
will be part of a distinguished panel discussing the findings in Calgary.

A solo piano performance featuring Calgary-born and
first Canadian Honens Prize Laureate, Katherine Chi, will follow.
Participants:
Clemens Hellsberg Chairman and Violinist, Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra
Wolfgang Petritsch Former Kosovo Peace Negotiator, Former High Representative for Bosnia
Herzegovina, currently Visiting Scholar, Harvard University
Randall Hansen Director, Center for European, Russian and Eurasian Studies, Munk School of Global
Affairs, University of Toronto
music:

Now Accepting Applications for 2014-15
If Jewish day school education, summer camp and recreational activities are
beyond your financial reach, you may qualify for support through Calgary Jewish
Federation’s one-stop Integrated Bursary Program (IBP). Bursaries are awarded
based on need and available community funds. The highest standards of
confidentiality are maintained.
Applications available online at jewishcalgary.org or at Jewish Family Service
Calgary, Akiva Academy, Calgary JCC and The Calgary Jewish Academy.
Deadline for applications is March 31, 2014.
For information about IBP, contact Judy Shapiro at
jshapiro@jewishcalgary.org or 403-444-3153.

katherine chi Performing Schoenberg, Beethoven,
Strauss/Godowsky

Thursday March 20 • 7:00pm
Jack Singer Concert Hall, EPCOR Centre
225 8 Avenue SE
Registration required by March 14:
info@chumir.ca 403-244-6666
Free Event • Limited Seating

a summer of a lifetime!
Make Your Child One Happy Camper
One Happy Camper provides grants of up to $1,000 to children attending Jewish
overnight camp for the first time.*
Visit OneHappyCamper.org to find your camp and apply.

Calgary Jewish Federation welcomes and supports children and adults with special needs. If you
or a loved one needs special accommodations to participate in any of our events, please contact
Judy Shapiro at 403-444-3153 or jshapiro@jewishcalgary.org.

All events on the Pomegranate pages are suppored by UJA dollars.

For more information, contact Judy Shapiro at
403-444-3153 or jshapiro@jewishcalgary.org
*Some conditions apply

8:30pm - close

There is no charge for this event
but registration is required via email
to jshapiro@jewishcalgary.org.

The evening is an examination of Vienna’s identity as a wellspring of creativity as well as
an exploration of Austria’s societal breakdown during two global conflicts. The panel will
discuss Austria’s delayed but now constructive efforts at reconciliation, reflect on how
current conditions in Europe alarmingly mirror past dangerous attitudes, and consider ways
to respond.

The Integrated Bursary Program

Saturday March 15

Dress in your
favourite Mad Men
or 60’s sty le

This is the first in a series of
discussions – watch for
further details!

The Libert ine Public House
223 8 avenue SW

Tickets: $20 advance
$30 doo r
$20 students
#ylds ide

MRU Conference Shows Many Faces of Genocide

C

algary’s Jewish community had much to be proud
of during a three-day stretch towards the end
of last month. The community’s Jewish Federation
helped fund an important and fascinating conference,
titled, “Understanding Atrocities – Remembering,
Representing and Teaching Genocide,” held at Mount
Royal University, from February 19-21.
The university, too, deserves credit for gathering
together highly respected scholars from Canada and
around the world – as well as undergraduate and
graduate students and others – for this varied and
thoughtful event. More so, Mount Royal gets kudos
for its ongoing interest in studying the Holocaust and
some of history’s other horrific genocides. Federation
Director of Human Rights and Holocaust Education,
Ilana Krygier Lapides and Associate Executive Director
Judy Shapiro participated in a panel discussion and
offered a workshop at the conference.
“I’m very proud of the fact that Federation is seen
as a leader in the field of Holocaust and human rights
education. So much so that we were included in an
academic conference among scholars in the field,”
said Shapiro.
In addition, Federation sponsored the keynote
address titled, “The Dead End of Demonization,”
presented by James Waller of Keene State College.
Prof. Waller is Cohen Professor of Holocaust and
Genocide Studies at Keene State College, in New
Hampshire. Author of Becoming Evil: How Ordinary
People Commit Genocide and Mass Killing, Prof.
Waller believes that it is a tremendous misjudgment
to, as a matter of course, label perpetrators of genocide
as charismatic ideologues or as madmen.
Rather, says Waller, “it is ordinary people like you
and me who commit genocide and mass killing.”
Understanding the conditions that lead to
genocide, the factors that form perpetrators and the
role of bystanders – those who look on idly allowing
the atrocities to occur, is now the standard approach of
the Jewish community to teaching the Holocaust and
human rights.
In a world where mass murders have occurred
in Bosnia, Rwanda and Darfur since the Holocaust,

the term “Never Again” has developed a hollow ring.
Instead, the Jewish community has determined that
the best way to prevent another Shoah, or other
genocide, is to teach acceptance of others, squash
xenophobia and dredge what is troublesome and
perilous in the human heart.
“Because of our history and because of
antisemitism, the Jewish community has to be
proactive in the protection of human rights and the
fight against racism,” said Shapiro.
“In teaching about the Holocaust, we are trying to
give people an idea of what can happen if they behave
immorally. We tell young people that they have a
responsibility to protect the freedoms we enjoy and
appreciate the diversity of our society,” said Shapiro.
The “Understanding Atrocity” conference at Mount
Royal offered a rich and varied program exploring
not only the Holocaust but other genocides including
Rwanda and Bosnia. The systemic violation of the
human rights of Canada’s First Nations and the cultural
genocide that ensued was another significant focus.
Scholars explored every aspect of genocide and
atrocities including memory and memorialization,
gender issues, a re-examination of the past in Poland
and Slovakia, depictions of genocide in art, and the
responsibility to protect.
Among conference participants were those whose
lives were personally touched by genocide.
Included in that group was Krygier Lapides who
lost many family members in the Shoah. “For me it is
an overwhelming sense of loss,” said Krygier Lapides.
“There is a group of family members I never got to
meet, I never got to know.”
In the wake of these losses, she has dedicated her
life to teaching hundreds of students each year – most
of them non-Jewish – about “human rights through
the lens of the Holocaust,” said Krygier Lapides.
“When we teach about the Holocaust it’s not just
because we want them to know about the horrors
of those years,” she said. “It’s also because we want
them to know about morals and ethics. When
human beings forget about those ethics, that’s when
an atrocity occurs.”

Has There Been an Addition to Your Family?
Shalom Baby welcomes new babies and their parents to the
Calgary Jewish community by providing free Shalom Baby gift
bags filled with information, resources and gifts from Jewish
organizations in the city. We invite new parents and grandparents
to share the joyful news of a new baby in our community with us
and we will arrange for the delivery of a Shalom Baby gift bag.
Please Contact Kathie Wainer at 403-612-6604 or kwainer@jewishcalgary.org.

For information contact Diana Kalef
403-444-3154 • dkalef@jewishcalgar y.org

Calgarians Join Advocacy “Fly-in”

C

algarians Jeffrey Smith and Jared
Shore were among 16 lay leaders
from across Canada to participate in
the February 4 and 5 “Ottawa fly-in”
organized by The Centre for Israel and
Jewish Affairs. Smith is the chair and
Shore is a member of Calgary’s Local
Partner Council of CIJA, which is also
responsible for Federation’s Community
Relations activities.
During the two day meeting, the
Calgarians met with CIJA staff, their
counterparts from across the country,
diplomats and Members of Parliament
to address issues of concern to the Jewish
community.
“It was meaningful for us to have the
chance to meet our local partners face-toface,” said Jeffrey Smith.
“This gave us the chance to see a very
unified community from coast to coast,”
Shore added.
Highlights of the fly-in included
meeting the new Israeli Ambassador,
Rafael Barak, and his wife at his residence.
The delegation was also divided into
two groups for visits to various embassies.
The embassies were either from countries
in the Middle East, such as Jordan or
the Palestinian Authority, countries of
strategic interest for Israel such as Turkey
and the EU, or places with recent histories
of antisemitism, such as Hungary.
The leaders were given written materials
and briefings about the countries they
were scheduled to visit.

“The ambassadors were fairly candid
with us about the issues,” said Smith, who
visited the Jordanian embassy. “I didn’t
know if we would be met with a lot of
political speak. But they were actually
pretty candid.”
Among the topics discussed at the
Jordanian embassy was the refugee crisis
caused by the war in Syria.
Shore was part of the delegation sent to
the Palestinian Authority and described
their reception as very friendly and
hospitable. “We have to be very realistic,”
said Shore. “As cordial as they were, layleaders are not going to make a lot of
diplomatic progress.”
On the final day, the delegates had
lunch with Members of Parliament
representing all political parties. The
discussions involved issues directly
related to Israel and Jewish concerns.
Aside from the time spent with his
colleagues from across the country, Shore
found these meetings to be the most
valuable.
“Our visit with them had the most
impact,” he said. “It was a chance to sit
around and talk on a more informal and
intimate basis.”
For Smith, this visit was a reminder
that Calgary is not alone in grappling
with issues of Jewish and Israel advocacy.
“It was refreshing to be reminded that
we’re part of a greater group that has
influence and can assist in advancing
those issues,” he concluded.

