
With concerns and angst brought about by sorrow 
in Jewish communities in Europe and with the 
uncertainty of Israeli elections and the Israel-U.S. 

relationship, we can look at our Calgary Jewish Community 
with pride and gratitude for the strength, stability and 
vibrancy of Jewish life here.

 Overall Level of Activity: I point out, yet again, the breadth 
and depth of programs and services in our Community.  
Look at any edition of ePom; look at the continual movement 
of people in and out of our JCC; read the newsletters of 
Akiva Academy, The Calgary Jewish Academy, Jewish 
Family Service Calgary, our synagogues and the many other 
organizations in our Community and you can’t help but be 
impressed. We may not be great in number; we do not lack in 
desire to be involved and inclusive.
 The next few months are an intense programming time 
for Federation. Our Holocaust Education programming, 
centred around Yom HaShoah, reaches thousands every year.  
This year’s Asper Holocaust and Human Rights Program is 
the largest ever – with over 150 students and chaperones 
registered.
 Israel-focused and other educational programs are 
scheduled for this month: Hillel is planning a dynamic Israel 
Week on campus; the YLD group is working on a Shabbaton 
for June; and our PJ Library®, Shalom Baby and Tot Shabbat 
programming continues to grow and prosper.

 Adam Silver, Federation’s CEO: Adam took full leadership 
responsibilities January 1 with the departure from Calgary of 
Drew Staffenberg. Adam is hard at work learning about our 
Community and working with our talented professional staff 
and with our Board of Directors to keep things running and 
moving forward. You should expect to hear from Adam over 
the coming months via our many communications tools. It 
will be of great help if you share with Adam your thoughts 
and aspirations for our Community.
 Adam and his family moved to Calgary at the end of 
December and are settling in nicely. They purchased a home 

in Woodlands, have already become actively involved with 
Beth Tzedec Congregation and have their three children 
(Hannah – age 12; twins Benji and Lilah – age 8) enrolled at 
The Calgary Jewish Academy.

 United Jewish Appeal: Our 2014 campaign is substantially 
complete. It appears we will have raised approximately 
$2.9 million, down from $3.1 million in 2013. While any 
reduction is disappointing and will be felt by the recipients of 
our communal philanthropy, our Community has continued 
to give generously. Remember too, Calgary raised over 
$96,000 for the Israel Emergency Campaign in the summer.  
On behalf of our Community, Kol Hakavod to campaign 
chairs Michael Ghert and Debbie Ryder and Todah Rabah to 
our many volunteers and to our dedicated professional staff.
 Planning is already underway for our 2015 UJA campaign 
and, given current oil prices, not without some anxiety.  
While not too many in our Jewish Community earn their 
living directly from the oil patch, the consequent economic 
effects on the City and the fact that many of us have an energy 
component to our investment portfolios may have impacts as 
we move forward in 2015. At the same time, for the more 
vulnerable among us, the economic downturn will result in a 
greater call for our support, and the need for more resources 
for social services and bursaries. Despite this potentially 
challenging philanthropic climate, I am certain our amazing 
Community will rise to the challenge of ensuring Jewish 
Calgary can maintain and increase our Community’s vital 
social, recreational, cultural, and ritual services.

 Campus Project: I am very pleased to advise that the 
application for land use designation has been filed with 
the City of Calgary. After much planning and several 
months of consultation within our Community and with 
the surrounding neighbourhoods, we have taken the first 
formal step towards rezoning the lands we own for the 
purposes we intend: seniors accommodation, an enlarged 
Jewish Community Centre, facilities for Jewish day schools.  
On behalf of our Community, many thanks to the Campus 

Committee and our consultants for 
leadership and guidance. 

 Education Committee: Following the extensive work done 
by the Jewish Day School Task Force, we have constituted 
an Education Committee composed of lay and professional 
leaders from our Community, including the principals of 
each of the day schools. The Committee is working on the 
implementation of the recommendations of the task force 
and on supporting the efforts of the schools for quality Jewish 
education in our Community.

 Integrated Bursary Program: March 31 is the deadline for 
applications for IBP. Thank you to the volunteer counselors 
and the adjudication committee led by Beth Price for their 
commitment to making the bursary process as dignified and 
seamless as possible.

 Program Allocations Committee: Over the next month, 
our partner agencies will be submitting their requests for 
funding which will be reviewed by PAC.  This is a vital part of 
the yearly schedule as the allocations determine the resources 
available to our partner agencies.

 These are just some of the activities that energize our 
community – there are many more. Together, we should be 
proud of all we accomplish. I encourage you to be involved 
in our programs and if you are interested in volunteering, 
please let us know.
 And of course, if you have any questions, comments or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me or CEO Adam 
Silver. 

B’Shalom,

Bruce Libin, President
Calgary Jewish Federation

The strength of a people.
The power of community.

  a message from bruce

Calgary Jewish Federation wants you! 
We have lots of exciting information to share 
about upcoming programs and events. If you 
are not already receiving our publications, 
please send us your contact information 
and we will be sure to bring you up to date 
on happenings in Jewish Calgary. To sign 
up today, please contact Elliott Steinberg at  
403-252-5801 or esteinberg@jewishcalgary.org. 

Calgary Jewish Federation welcomes and supports children and adults with special needs.  
If you or a loved one needs special accommodations to participate in any of our events, please 
contact Judy Shapiro at 403-444-3153 or jshapiro@jewishcalgary.org.All programs on these pages are funded in part by your donation to United Jewish Appeal.

we see the jewish future
One Happy Camper provides grants of up 
to $1,000 to children attending Jewish 
overnight camp for the first time.*

Visit OnehappyCamper.org  
to find your camp and apply.

For information, contact  
Judy Shapiro at 403.444.3153  
or jshapiro@jewishcalgary.org

*Some conditions apply

they see fun & friendship

Integrated Bursary Program deadline is March 31, 2015

Applications available online at jewishcalgary.org or at Jewish Family Service  
Calgary, Akiva Academy, Calgary JCC and The Calgary Jewish Academy.

Please contact Judy Shapiro at 403-444-3153 or jshapiro@jewishcalgary.org 
for more information.

Integrated Bursary Program  

Money
treesgrow ondoesn’t

Come hear the story, especially written
‘Bout a wonderful girl who’s a mensch that made mittens.
Moreover, you know, there’ll be fun things to make
And some yummy nosh-munchies for all to partake.
Morah Amy is bringing her tale-telling voice
We do hope that coming is your very frst choice!

For information contact Kathie Wainer at  
403-537-8592 or kwainer@jewishcalgary.org.

The Mitten String
March 15 • 10:30am - Noon • JCC

2nd Annual Western Canada Donor Appreciation Event
Snowbirds from Calgary, Edmonton, Vancouver and Winnipeg enjoyed a 
glorious Palm Springs evening at the home of Larry and Sandy Martin on 
Sunday February 15. Ninety UJA donors (35 from Calgary) heard from guest 
speaker Dr. William Recant from the Joint Distribution Committee, who shared 
the story of why JDC came into existence and the good work they do with our 
communal UJA dollars.

PJ Library® and YLD at the CJA

Photos: 1. Larry and Sandy Martin with guest speaker Dr. William Recant;  
2. Harvey and Wynne Thal; 3. Betty and Jack Sharp and Debbie Ryder; 
4. Phil and Harriet Libin; 5. Ruth and Norman Dvorkin.

Join PJ Library® at The Calgary Jewish Academy as 
we celebrate Passover with students in their annual 
Preschool Passover Seder.

For information, contact Kathie Wainter at  
403-537-8592 or kwainer@jewishcalgary.org

PJ Preschool Seder
Tuesday March 31 • 10:30am

HuMan RIgHts

Jewish Community
and the

CIJA Western Canada Conference

Keynote Speaker

Canadian Museum for Human Rights
Winnipeg Manitoba

Sunday May 31, 2015  |  8am - 6pm

MoRe Details soon
To register please visit cija.ca/registration

Space is limited

Hon. IRwIn cotleR, M.P.

The Date
saVe

Calgary Jewish Federation invites submissions from visual artists! We are 
designing new tribute cards and want to showcase works by talented community 
artists willing to volunteer cover art*. Cards are sent by community members to 
mark life cycle celebrations, special occasions, well wishes and condolences. 
We are looking for a variety of images (original paintings, photographs, etc.). 
Preference is for Jewish themes, particularly if they are local or regional.

Artists whose works are chosen will be acknowledged on the tribute cards and 
will retain copyright. Images must fit on a portrait style greeting card, 4¼” x 5½”. 
Please email your high-resolution images (300 ppi, jpg) to Irena Karshenbaum 
at ikarshenbaum@jewishcalgary.org by Thursday April 2, 2015. For more 
information please email or call 403-537-8594.

*If accepted, art may not be submitted to other organizations for the same purpose.

Call for SubmiSSionS
Calgary Jewish Federation / UJA Tribute Cards

Calgary Jewish Federation tribute cards can be purchased online  
at www.jewishcalgary.org or by contacting Irena Karshenbaum  

at 403-537-8594 or ikarshenbaum@jewishcalgary.org.  
Minimum donation: $18.

6:30pm – Observance begins at  
Holocaust Memorial Wall, Calgary JCC

7:30pm
Observance continues at Beth Tzedec 
Congregation with guest speaker:  
Leslie Meisels, author of Suddenly the 
Shadow Fell

The program is free – made possible by 
your contributions to Calgary UJA.

For more information, please 
contact Ilana at 403-444-3162 or 
ikrygierlapides@jewishcalgary.org

THUrSdAy AprIL 16, 2015   27 NISAN 5775

pLeASe JOIN US FOr CALgAry JeWISH FederATION’S COMMeMOrATION OF

holocaust remembrance day
Yom HasHoaH
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Flour was flying and dough 
“snakes” were stretching as 
preschoolers at CJA braided 
challah for Shabbat. 

With the assistance of PJ 
Library® and members of YLD, 
the challahs were baked and 
bagged for the students to 
take home. What a delicious 
way to end the week!


