
The mission of the Holocaust and 

Human Rights: Remembrance 

and Education department of 

Calgary Jewish Federation  

is to promote acceptance,  

social justice, and human 

rights through education and 

remembrance of the Holocaust. 

As the primary leader in Holocaust 

education for Southern Alberta, 

our department engages 

thousands of students annually.  

In addition, we present, partner, 

and sponsor numerous public 

cultural and commemorative 

events to memorialize those  

who perished and honour  

those who survived.

HOLOCAUST EDUCATION
PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

Co-Chairs
Holocaust and Human Rights:
Remembrance and Education

Marnie Bondar and Dahlia Libin are both 

granddaughters of four Holocaust survivors and 

have been dedicated volunteers for Calgary 

Jewish Federation for many years. They have 

learned about the suffering and brutal, tragic 

loss of essentially their entire families in the 

Shoah. Their scope of experience includes 

programs such as L’Dor va Dor, Second Voices 

Project, and the annual Holocaust Education 

Symposium, to commemorations including 

Yom HaShoah, Kristallnacht, and International 

Holocaust Rememberance Day. They remain 

passionate about ensuring that the horrors 

experienced during the Shoah are understood, 

remembered, and learned from – today and 

for generations to come. Together, Marnie and 

Dahlia oversee this Federation department 

to ensure continued programming and 

commemorations remain an important part of 

our community’s activities.



1  Hear from a Holocaust Survivor
Hear and learn from the testimonies of Holocaust 
survivors. These live and/or pre-recorded 
presentations by survivors are available both virtually 
and in person. Presentations are accompanied by 
facilitated Q&A.

2  Holocaust Education Symposium
For nearly 40 years, local Holocaust survivors and 
their descendants have shared their stories with 
tens of thousands of high school students at Calgary 
Jewish Federation’s Holocaust Education Symposium 
in cooperation with Mount Royal University. Despite 
the difficulty in sharing their painful memories, brave 
survivors have been recounting their unspeakable and 
complicated experiences while consistently leaving 
students with a message of hope for the future. 
Starting in the mid-80s as a response to Holocaust 
denial spread by an Alberta teacher, these stories are 
gifts that help us spread the concepts of acceptance, 
understanding, and peace and stand as memorials to 
those who were silenced by the Holocaust.

3  The Second Voices Project
The Second Voices Project is a series of Holocaust 
survivor testimonials brought into schools by second 
and third generation descendants of Holocaust 
survivors. With help from a generous grant from The 
Government of Alberta, Calgary Jewish Federation 
has created multi-media presentations whereby 
children and grandchildren bring their parents’ or 
grandparents’ survivor testimony to life in grade 4 
to 12 classrooms. Students learn the history of the 
Holocaust through a survivor’s story while absorbing 
valuable lessons about Human Rights, tolerance, and 
the dangers of hatred.

PROGRAMS 
AND SERVICES

4  Yad Vashem Programs
Established in 1953, Yad Vashem, the World Holocaust 
Remembrance Center, is entrusted with the task 
of commemorating, documenting, researching 
and educating about the Holocaust: remembering 
the over six million Jews murdered by the German 
Nazis and their collaborators, the destroyed Jewish 
communities, and the ghetto and resistance fighters; 
and honoring the Righteous Among the Nations who 
risked their lives to rescue Jews during the Holocaust. 
Yad Vashem encompasses 45 acres on the Mount 
of Remembrance in Jerusalem and is comprised of 
various museums, research and education centers, 
monuments and memorials. Among these are 
the Museum Complex, the Hall of Remembrance, 
the Valley of the Communities and the Children’s 
Memorial. Available Yad Vashem programs:

Holocaust Series for Teens: Tour of Yad Vashem for Teens
Yad Vashem, the World Holocaust Remembrance 
Centre, is the ultimate source for Holocaust education. 
Explore the history of the Holcoauyst with one of Yad 
Vashem’s expert guides on a one-of-a-kind virtutal 
tour of the Holocaust History Museum. Suitable for 
teens ages 15 to 18 years

Holocaust Series for Teens: Last Letters
Virtual, interactive program to review the final letters 
sent from Holocaust victims to their loved ones. 
Each archival letter and postcard reveals the inner 
world and fate of Jews in the Holocaust. For many 
recipients, these were the last greetings from the 
home and people they left behind. Suitable for teens 
ages 15 to 18 years.

Holocaust Series for Teens: How was it Humanly Possible?
Human choice and human made circumstances led 
to the murder of six million Jews and millions of 
others. This virtual interactive program looks at both 
the historical discipline and moral concern regarding 
the perpetrators and bystanders of the Holocaust. 
Suitable for ages 15 to 18 years.

The Auschwitz Album
Through photographs, actual letters from prisoners, 
to survivor testimony, this virtual presentation 
gives participants an important piece of visual 
documentation of the workings at the Auschwitz-
Birkenau concentration and extermination camp. 

Participants will have the unique opportunity to 
explore the essence of Auschwitz, depicting the 
arrival and selection, and what it really meant to be  
a prisoner inside the camp. This program also includes 
a pre-recorded tour of Auschwitz Block 27 (the 
Jewish block).

Holocaust Series for Kids: Memories in a Suitcase 
This interactive program introduces Calgary youth 
ages 11 to 14 years to the Holocaust. Kids follow the 
lives and experiences of four separate children, by 
examining the contents of a virtual suitcase. The 
items found within tell the stories of children whose 
Holocaust experiences are as varied as their fates.

5  Here to Tell – Faces of Holocaust Survivors
Coming to the Glenbow Museum’s exhibit space at 
The Edison, from May 27 to July 3, 2022. This three-
part Holocaust survivor photography project aims at 
educating the community about the Holocaust and 
antisemitism, while honoring and commemorating 
our Calgary-connected Holocaust survivors. 
This project represents a unique and vanishing 
opportunity to honour living Holocaust survivors, 
as well as those who have passed on. The project 
consists of a photography exhibit, a book, as well as 
a short film featuring the photography process, and 
a behind-the-scenes look into the creation of this 
commemorative and educational project. Buses to 
and from the exhibit will be available for schools.

6  The Suitcase
A replica suitcase is available for classes on loan. It is 
designed to put primary documents and artefacts into 
the hands of students. They are then encouraged to 
examine, describe, and analyze the items as a means 
to investigate issues of discrimination, segregation, 
hiding, and resistance, as well as the aftermath of war 
and immigration. Learning is supported by student 
information dards and teacher guides. Recommended 
for elementary school classes, grade 5 and up.
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