
Thank you to our Kesher members who share 
their talents with us every day, making our  
community a stronger Jewish Calgary!

With gratitude and appreciation, we recognize 
our wonderful donors who believe in and 
champion an inclusive Jewish Calgary,  
helping to create a place for all Jews!
• Lenny and Faigel Shapiro and Family
• Evelyn Sheftel-Shapiro
• Fania and Leoz”l Wedro

Chai (life) or Magen David (Jewish star – shield of 
David) jewelry, to say our brachot (blessings) loudly 
for all to hear. But now is exactly the time to do so 
– to show our family, friends, community members,
and allies that we are here and we are not shrinking.
We are glowing proudly, and sharing that glow.

The need remains for continuing Jewish advocacy 
and security efforts to assist our community’s 
organizations in keeping students, congregants, 
members, and participants safe. We must continue to 
be active members of Jewish Calgary. I am appealing 
to each and every reader to stand together, and to 
be proud of our incredible Jewish heritage. Light 
illuminates the darkness, making it a little less scary 
as the light intensifies. This Chanukah, each of us, and 
all of us together, can send a very clear message in the 
current darkness we are feeling – there is no room for 
hate and we will not cower. We will stand together and 
continue to shine bright!

From my family to Jewish Calgary, Chag Chanukah 
Sameach!

Adam Silver
CEO, Calgary Jewish Federation

antisemitism – through words and actions, and from 
anywhere and everywhere. 
 Expressions of Jew hatred and antisemitism have 
long been a consistent form of discrimination and 
hate, and it is frightening how commonplace and 
normalized these behaviours currently are. From 
our neighbours next door to political officials to the 
world’s most influential celebrities and athletes, we 
continue to hear conspiracy theories, despise for 
Israel, antisemitic tropes, and overt and unfounded 
dislike aimed at us. The initiators and spreaders of this 
hate cannot be isolated to one group, and their actions 
cannot be summarily dismissed. They would have us 
be fearful, demoralized, and even gone. 
 Now, more than ever, we must be brave, bold, 
resilient, and support one another. We must be one 
community. As Chag Urim (the festival of lights), 
another name for Chanukah, emerges, we should 
share our light with the world, and especially with one 
another. Our children and youth need us, our older 
adults need us, and certainly our entire community 
needs each and every one of us to stand tall and proud 
– not to shrink in fear. And, yes, it might be scary or
uncomfortable at this particular time to place our
Chanukiyot prominently in our windows, to wear our

 A MESSAGE FROM ADAM SILVER

In a typical year, many of us build anticipation for 
Chanukah well in advance of its actual arrival. 
We anticipate the fun and meaning we derive in 

sharing the chag (holiday) with family and friends, 
and we note that Chanukah is either a precursor 
to, or embedded in, winter vacation. This special 
holiday includes communal and individual customs, 
storytelling from generation to generation, the taste 
of delicious latkes (potato pancakes) and sufganiyot 
(donuts), and the related feelings we experience 
consuming too many of each. And, of course, we 
light the Chanukiah, or Chanukah menorah for eight 
nights, marking the entire term of the holiday, and 
representing the miracle of the tiny bit of oil that 
lasted for eight nights.
 The holiday is anchored by fun and family, 
reminiscing, visiting, and seeing happiness in the 
eyes of future generations – our children, and 
grandchildren. In some cases, we are fortunate to have 
great grandchildren. However, the story of Chanukah 
is also one of resistance against those who would do 
us harm, of maintaining and celebrating Jewish pride, 
and of a battle in which the Maccabees and Jews 
were greatly outnumbered by their enemies. As we 
know, the world is experiencing a significant spike in 
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Building an inclusive community is a priority. Contact us and we will make every effort to meet your needs.

BE REMEMBERED FOREVER IN THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 
WITH A GIFT IN YOUR WILL, TRUST, OR LIFE INSURANCE POLICY

LEARN HOW YOU CAN LEAVE YOUR OWN JEWISH LEGACY

– CREATE YOUR JEWISH LEGACY –
Contact Diana Kalef

403-444-3154 • dkalef@jewishcalgary.org

All activities on this page 
are made possible by  

your gifts to Federation’s 
annual UJA Campaign.
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Join us at 5:30pm for Havdallah led by Temple B’nai Tikvah’s 
Musical Director, Katie Baker. At 6:00pm enjoy a live, magical 
LED neon show by Bravo Circus Studio & Entertainment, 

plus enjoy cookie decorating, crafts, music, and more!

SATURDAY
DECEMBER 17
5:30 - 8:00pm

REGISTER at QR code. For more info contact Karina at  
karinas@jewishcalgary.org or Sydney at struax@jewishcalgary.org

Light up the night with our  FREE  festive holiday experience!
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cares
Every year, your UJA dollars are hard at work supporting 
a range of programs and services for vulnerable 
individuals both at home and globally. Thanks to you, our 
community is equipped with multiple tools to address 
vital areas of need, including domestic violence services, 
resettlement and support for newcomers, seniors 
programming and outreach, and support for children 
and families. In times of need, your gift reaches Jewish 
communities around the world. Most recently in Ukraine – 
providing emergency aid, evacuation services, and more. 
In addition, your gift provides vital social services and 
programs in Israel. My Jewish Calgary cares – what does 
Jewish Calgary mean to you?
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has a voice
Thanks to your support of Calgary’s UJA Campaign, we 
are able to do the work needed to keep our community 
safe and strong. For example, through our partnership 
with the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA) and 
local law enforcement, we are empowered to combat 
antisemitism and Jew-hate in all forms, as well as ensure 
the safety and security of our community.  Additionally, 
Calgary Jewish Federation’s Community Relations 
Committee is continually strengthening our collective 
voice while building bridges with local community 
leaders, elected officials, and more. These activities are 
only made possible with your support of –and belief in– 
Jewish Calgary. My Jewish Calgary has a voice – what 
does Jewish Calgary mean to you?

Online: jewishcalgary.org 
Phone: 403-444-3157

Email: lwolf@jewishcalgary.org 
In-person: 1607 90 Avenue SW

ways to give
Many programs, services, and community amenities  
are made possible because of generous donors like 
YOU! Make a difference in YOUR COMMUNITY by 
giving in one of the following ways…
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YOUR GIFT MAKES AN IMPACT THROUGHOUT  
OUR COMMUNITY! Here are some of the programs  
and services you supported:

Jewish Day School Education • Inclusion • Community Relations 
Holocaust and Human Rights Education • Seniors Programs • Mikvah 
Vagai-Calgary Jewish Academy Mifgash • Community Living Room 
Living Bridges • Outreach & Engagement • Basic Needs • PJ Library® 
Centre for Israel & Jewish Affairs (CIJA) • Leadership Development 
Emergency Response • Teen & Young Adult Programs • Kashrut 
Hillel • March of the Living • Gifted and Special Needs Programs  
Supporting the Vulnerable • Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI) 
Welcoming Newcomers • Yom HaAtzmaut Celebration • Shalom Baby 
Shalom Bayit • Partnership2Gether • Integrated Bursary Program  
Jewish Federations of Canada-United Israel Appeal (JFC-UIA)  
Security & Emergency Response Training • Social Services in Israel 
Arts and Culture • American Joint Distribution Committee (JDC)  
Yom HaShoah Commemorations • Taglit-Birthright Israel • Kesher 
Jewish Summer Camp • Financial Relief • Jewish Adults Calgary (JAC) 
Yom HaZikaron Commemorations • Jews in Need Around the World 
Campus Programs

Donate by 
DECEMBER 31

to get your 
2022 tax 
receipt!


