community calendar
Want to know what's going
on in Jewish Calgary?
Check out the Community
Calendar at jewishcalgary.org
Have an event?
Click on “Suggest an Event”
to add it to the calendar

The strength of a people.
The power of community.

a message from Adam

A

s we entered the summer, many of us planned to do
projects we had left unattended during the year. We
planned to ‘slow down’ and smell the roses, and we
had hoped to step out of the monotony of our typically active
school and work year. Then, we blinked… and the summer
was over. It seems to me that we start counting down the days
until the summer ends from the very moment it begins. It
is a time-limited commodity that, unfortunately, many of
us don’t savour for as long, or as intensely as we should. We
should all try more intentionally to appreciate each and every
day, and to refrain from rushing to our next phase.
At Calgary Jewish Federation, we spent the summer
hearing great stories about meaningful camp experiences at
both Camp BB Riback and Calgary JCC Day Camp, planning
for our community’s annual UJA Campaign to ensure critical
services ad programs in our community and beyond can
continue to operate, and addressing final administrative
items for our community’s Integrated Bursary Program (IBP)
which provides assistance to over one hundred children
to participate in Jewish camping, day school, BBYO youth
programming, and other formative Jewish experiences.
We begin our 2019 / 2020 programming year under the
continuing leadership of President Yannai Segal and a

very capable and committed board of directors. Our UJA
Campaign is in the excellent hands of Nelson Halpern, Chair,
with support from Debbie Ryder, and Joel Zimmerman.
However, they can’t run a successful UJA Campaign on
their own, nor can our board or staff team deliver a strong
programming year on their own.
Hopefully, you’ve noticed that our slogan for this year is
Powered by YOU – a true acknowledgement of the important
role that each and every person in our community plays in
making Jewish Calgary whole.
So, please choose to participate in events, to attend
programs, to volunteer. Please sample a service at one of our
synagogues, attend a lecture or class, arrange a tour of one
of our Jewish day schools, and most definitely contribute to
our UJA campaign when a canvasser reaches out to you –
or, even better, in advance of that call or email. This year, in
particular, we have developed a diverse UJA event schedule,
with something for everyone. Please be sure to look at the
UJA page in this edition of the Jewish Free Press.
There is much to do, and we continue to strike a balance in
our areas of focus, from fighting antisemitism and securing
our institutions, to cultivating Jewish pride in our children
and youth, to supporting programs and services desperately

needed by seniors to reduce isolation
and keep them connected to our
community. We will most certainly not be able to satisfy all
that is truly needed in our community but, year over year,
we do an amazing job at delivering programs and services
that are the envy of much larger Jewish communities in
North America.
Pirkei Avot (Ethics of Our Fathers) says: You are not
obligated to complete the work, but neither are you free to
desist from it (2:21). Even if we might not finish everything
we would like to this year, or even in future years, we will
continue to do the work, the hard work, required to ensure
our community’s future – and we can only do it well if
we have YOUR support, YOUR commitment, and YOUR
partnership… because Jewish Calgary is Powered by YOU
– Jewish Calgary is YOU!
Wishing you all a wonderful start to the year,

Adam Silver
CEO, Calgary Jewish Federation
In partnership with
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PJ Library® Tot Shabbat
Friday Mornings at the Calgary JCC
9:45am for 10:00 start

Meet and Greet

Join PJ Tot Shabbat for our popular musical 30- to 45-minute class
focusing on the festive feeling of Shabbat and Holidays through
songs and movement, with brachot and challah.
September 13
September 27 – Rosh Hashanah
October 4
October 18 – Sukkot
November 1 and 29

December 6
December 20 – Chanukah
January 10 and 24
February 7 and 21
March 6 – Purim

March 20
April 3 – Pesach
April 17
May 1 and 15
June 5 and 19

There is no charge for this class and no need to register.
For information contact Kathie: kwainer@jewishcalgary.org or 403-537-8592.

shalomyyc
sunday september 22 • 11am-1pm • calgary jcc

Shalom YCC Newcomers Meet and Greet BBQ!
enjoy kosher hot dogs, vegetarian options, and sides
this is a free family-friendly Event with games for all ages
registration is required: dbraitman@jewishcalgary.org

This program is suitable for children
who are not yet in preschool.

Learn how you can leave your own
Jewish Legacy at Calgary Jewish Federation
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be remembered forever in the jewish
community with a gift in your will,
trust, or life insurance policy

!

PJ Library Celebrates

Rosh Hashanah

To learn more about how to create your Jewish legacy,
contact Diana at 403-444-3154 • dkalef@jewishcalgary.org

Sunday September 22

10:30am - 12:00noon • Chinook Honey Company*
$
5/child • $10/adult • Children under 2 free

committed to building, nuturing,
maintaining and supporting, a welcoming
and inclusive Jewish community. We are
dedicated to raising awareness, fostering
acceptance, and including Jewish people
with disabilities and mental health
conditions, and those who love them.

Meet at Chinook Honey Company and celebrate the new year
learning about bees, honey, and Rosh HaShanah
registration online at jewishcalgary.org
Limited spaces available on a first come, first serve basis
contact Kathie at kwainer@jewishcalgary.org or 403-537-8592
*Chinook Honey Company: 38607 16 Street SW, Okotoks
Maps and program details will be emailed with registration confirmation

contact karina szulc: 403-389-6994 or karinas@jewishcalgary.org

UJA 2019

All activities on this page are made possible by
your gifts to Federation’s annual UJA Campaign

UJA 2019

F

riends, it is an honour to be taking on the role
of Chair of the 2019 UJA Campaign. Throughout
the process I have been inspired by my highly
motivated Campaign cabinet: Debbie Ryder, Lion
of Judah chair and Joel Zimmerman, JAC Campaign
chair; our community, dedicated volunteers, and
Calgary Jewish Federation staff who have worked all
summer to create an exciting Campaign Launch and other engaging events
throughout September and October.
I am delighted to announce that thanks to a group of caring donors, those
who increase their gift from last year will have that increase matched, and
new donors or those who did not make a gift last year will have their entire
gift matched if received by September 16.
The theme of this year’s campaign is Powered by YOU – as a reflection of the
fact that your presence, time, and generosity are the engine behind every
aspect of Jewish Calgary. Without YOU, integral services, amenities, and
programs that we all rely on could not exist. As the needs of the community
increase, your support is welcome now more than ever. With the added
incentive of this year’s matching program, there is even more motivation to
increase your gift or consider making a first-time donation.

You can make your donation one of four ways: online at jewishcalgary.
org, mailing in a cheque, answering a canvasser call, or coming into the
Federation office in person.
You can also support the UJA Campaign while coming together as a
community by attending, and bringing your friends and family, to the
upcoming events starting with the September 8 Campaign Launch
featuring incredible stories from Jeannie Opdyke Smith and Dr. Sherri Wise,
with remarks from Isaac ‘Bougie’ Herzog, Chairman of the Chair of Jewish
Agency for Israel. Super Sunday is September 15 – please answer your
phone and give our dedicated volunteers a few minutes of your time.
My door is always open – if you have any questions, comments, or suggestions
about this year’s campaign please feel free to email me directly at
halpern@khmca.ca.
Jewish Calgary is Powered by YOU – Jewish Calgary is YOU!

Nelson Halpern
UJA 2019 Campaign Chair

Jew ish Calgary is powered by you! Jew ish Calgary is you!

Super Sunday Cha i Stakes
September 15 • 10:00pm-2:00pm • calgary jcc

Jeannie Opdyke Smith

Join us for a fun day of community calling!

Dr. Sherri Wise

Thursday September 26 • 5:00pm • deerfoot inn & casino
come out for a night of poker, fun, and food!

UJA
2019 Campaign Launch
Sunday September 8 | 6:30 | Beth Tzedec Congregation

price: $185 • 5:00pm registration with dinner to follow • 6:45pm poker begins
Open to women and men of all poker-playing prowess

pm

Tickets 25/individual | $18/student or senior
tickets available at the door
$

You’re invited to an evening of inspiration and insight in support
of Jewish Calgary, featuring Jeannie Opdyke Smith, the daughter
of Irene Gut Opdyke – the woman who saved the lives of 12 Jews
in Poland during the Holocaust, and Dr. Sherri Wise, survivor of a
triple bombing on Ben Yehuda Street in Jerusalem on Sept. 4, 1997.
Also featuring, remarks from special guest:

Isaac ‘Bougie’ Herzog,

chairman of the Jewish Agency for Israel.

Make
You
r
gift today
And support our
Jewish Community

please consider donating your time to help raise funds for our community
find out more at jewishcalgary.org or call jessica miller switzer at 403-444-3157
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jewishcalgary.org

IN PERSON

Federation Office at the Calgary JCC

MAIL

Calgary Jewish Federation / UJA
1607 90 Avenue SW, Calgary, AB T2V 4V7

PHONE

Jessica Miller Switzer at 403-444-3157
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register online at jewishcalgary.org
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