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The fullness of summer 
greets us for August. You will see all the 
fun, summery, joyous events available in 
our community, and also get a glimpse of 
adventures of past months.  

For Jews, the month of Elul also begins 
in August. Elul is a time of reflection and 
contemplation before the New Year comes 
next month. As part of reflection, I would 
like to note two people who recently left our 
world for a better place.  Irv Freedman, whose 
“Not The Last Word” essay published in the 
July issue of the JJWNY, passed away just 
after we published last month’s paper, which 
included his piece about WWII service as 
well as an encounter with anti-Semitism.  
His essay, which can be found on page 44 
of the July 2015 issue, was written—with 
assistance from Mitch Steinhorn—with his 
usual upbeat, interesting and entertaining 
narrative.  It, like his piece in the May 2015 
JJWNY about his zayde, gave us a delightful 
glimpse into a time gone by.   

This month, Peter Simon, a retired 
Buffalo News reporter and frequent JJWNY 
contributor, wrote about Judy Chick’s fight 
for flood control legislation in Williamsville.  
Simon and Chick both lived in the suburban 
Buffalo area damaged by Ellicott Creek 
flooding, and decided to do something 
about it.  You’ll find Peter’s story about 
Judy, but also about a dedicated group of 
determined WNY citizens, on page 44 this 
month. And in it you will see that Judy Stein 
Chick, who also passed away last month, will 
be remembered for her perseverance and the 
success she and others attained by getting 
flood control legislation passed, and thus, 
saving their neighborhood.  

So as we enter Elul, let’s remember the 
legacy of those who have come before us—
Judy Chick, Irv Freedman- and so many 

others—and enter the 
New Year committed 
to creating a better 
world.  Together, we 
can do it!
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President’s Column

Welcome home!!  As you read 
this column in the last week of 
July, we are welcoming home Rob 
Goldberg as he starts his tenure  
July 27 as the next CEO of Jewish 
Federation of Greater Buffalo.  
And as I write this column at 
the end of the second week of 
July, we welcome home Temple 
Beth Tzedek, Temple Beth Zion 
and Congregation Shir Shalom 
travelers from their twelve day  
joint congregational mission to 
Israel.

Since mid-May, when we 
announced Rob Goldberg’s hiring as our CEO, there’s been a palpable air of 
excitement in the community.  Rob and his wife, Shira, have been living in Buffalo 
the past decade. Rob’s duties with Hillel International, however, have seen him 
spend his time and efforts as a first rate Jewish Communal Professional at Hillel 
headquarters in Washington, D.C., and on university campuses around the United 
States.  We are delighted that Rob has chosen to open the next chapter of his 
professional life right here at home, and devote it to continuing to build the best and 
strongest Buffalo Jewish community. So it is with open arms and much optimism 
that we welcome Rob home to Buffalo.

You may remember that, in my February Jewish Journal column, I wrote about 
the joint synagogue mission to Israel that three of our synagogues, Temple Beth 
Tzedek, Temple Beth Zion and Congregation Shir Shalom, were planning as a 
collaborative venture.  Promoting collaboration among our synagogues and agencies 
is a Federation  priority, as is fostering our connection to Eretz Yisrael, the Land of 

Howard Rosenhoch

Thank you for your generous support  
to the Jewish Federation and the  

2015 United Jewish Fund Campaign. 
We will publish the Honor Roll thanking all donors to the 2015 campaign again this year at our Community Kickoff Dinner 

and in the Jewish Journal of WNY. Your name will appear exactly as it did last year unless otherwise requested.  Should you 

wish to make any changes, please contact our Campaign Director, Randi Morkisz at rmorkisz@jfedbflo.com or 204-2245.  

Your gift helps so many here in Buffalo, in Israel and throughout the world!  Thank you!

Israel. Accordingly, Federation was proud to underwrite a small portion of the cost 
of this exciting mission.  

Your contributions to Buffalo Federation’s annual campaign support not only our 
local agencies, but also Jews in need or at risk in Israel and around the world. So it is 
that the folks on the joint Synagogue mission had the opportunity to see first-hand 
Federation campaign dollars at work in Israel. Here is the June 30th blog posted by 
Rabbi Gary Pokras of TBZ:

This evening we shared in a meal the likes of which I have never had, and an even 
more remarkable story. We met Amir Sznajderman, the Director of the Economic 
and Loan Fund Unit for the Jewish Agency for Israel, at a local restaurant that exists 
because it was the beneficiary of this program. The program funds high risk small 
business ventures with solid business plans that would not otherwise qualify for 
start-up loans from the banks. And the program disperses funds supplied through 
Jewish Federations in the States-is. So THANK YOU Jewish Federation of Buffalo 
for making this evening possible!!! You can read Rabbi Pokras’ entire comment on 
page 10.  

Thanks to Rabbis Gary Pokras, Perry Netter and Alex Lazarus Klein for organizing 
and leading this important mission to Israel. Thanks as well to each of you for your 
contributions to Federation which make it possible for our community to provide 
such meaningful and necessary support for our Jewish brothers and sisters in need 
in Israel and elsewhere overseas.

As I close this month’s column, I would be remiss if I did not recognize the 
extraordinary contribution that Lew Stolzenberg has made to our Federation and 
our entire community as our Interim Executive Director since January.  Even as 
we welcome Rob home to take over the helm, we thank Lew for the firm hand and 
expert guidance with which he led us these past months.  Although resident in the 
beautiful Pocono mountains of Pennsylvania, Lew has become a true Buffalonian 
through his work over the years at the JCC, Camp Centerland and now Federation.  
So, instead of saying “goodbye” to Lew, “l’hitraot, see you again,” is certainly more 
appropriate.  Thanks, Lew, for all you’ve done.  Don’t make yourself scarce.

mailto:rmorkisz@jfedbflo.com
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Community

UJF General Chair Leslie 
Shuman Kramer and Women’s 
Philanthropy Chair Julie Dressler 
Weinberg have announced the 
Premier Dinner of the summer. An 
event for those whose 2016 UJF 
Campaign gift is $5,000+ will take 
place August 26 at the home of 
Michael and Roberta Joseph.  

“We are excited to bring back this 
tradition to the UJF Campaign,” said 
Mrs. Kramer. “We think it will be a 
fabulous event, and will feature Susan 
Jackson, Executive Director of Women’s 
Philanthropies for Toronto’s UJA 
Federation,” said Mrs. Weinberg.

Premier Dinner chairs are Randy 
& Lori Benderson, Jordan & Holly 

Don’t Miss the Premier 
Dinner of the Summer

Levy and Steven & Ellen Weiss. The 
Premier Dinner Committee includes 
Steven & Maxine Awner, Todd & Dina 
Benderson, Ray Fink & Julie Kianoff 
Fink, Eric Snitzer & Ellen Rich, Marilyn 
Shuman and Stephen & Kim Yonaty.  
Ken Shuman is chair of the Major Gifts 
Division of the UJF Campaign.

A primary individual minimum gift 
of $5,000 to the 2016 UJF Campaign 
is requested to attend. You will have 
the opportunity to make your pledge 
to the 2016 UJF Campaign at this 
event. Interested? Want to attend? 
RSVP to 716-204-2250 or call UJF 
Campaign Director Randi Morkisz at  
716-204-2245.

Rob Goldberg is in the House!  He is 
officially on board! He is live, in person.
In other words, he is now in his office as 
the new CEO/ Executive Director of the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo.  

“I’m looking forward to being a part of the 
Federation family now as the new CEO. Our 
community is rich with talent, success and 
opportunity and I’m honored to have been 
invited to lead Federation, as together we take our 
community from strength to strength”

You will be able to find him in his office 
at the JCC/Benderson Family Building in the 
Federation’s suite on the 2nd floor.  Call him at 
716-204-2241 or rgoldberg@jfedbflo.com.   

Rob Goldberg is in the House!

Community Members honored by UB
Several members of 

the Jewish community 
were recognized by UB 
President Satish Tripathi 
for their many years of 
service to the University 
at Buffalo. 

Left to right: President Tripathi; 
Law School Vice Dean Ilene 
Fleischmann, for 30 years; 
Professor Harvey Breverman for 
50 years; Librarian Amy Lyons 
for 30 years; and Dr. Marshall 
Fagin for 30 years.
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Community 2016 UJF Campaign

Shatkins, Rich & Snitzer to Co-Chair 2016 United Jewish Fund 
Campaign Community Kick-Off Dinner September 21, 2015 

The Buffalo Jewish Community’s annual United Jewish Fund Campaign 
Community Kick-Off Dinner will be chaired this year by Joni & Sam 
Shatkin and Ellen Rich & Eric Snitzer. The event will take place Monday, 
September 21th at 5:30pm at the Buffalo Hyatt Regency Hotel and 
opens the 2016 United Jewish Fund Campaign 

Joni Shatkin is owner of Trés Auraé, a 
Day Spa located at the Wyndham Hotel 
on Main Street. A tireless volunteer for 
Juvenile Diabetes Research (JDR), Mrs. 
Shatkin recently left the WNY board 
after serving for 12 years. She has chaired 
the group’s annual auction, and will 
continue to do so.  In addition, she has 
served as Marketing & PR Director for 
Aesthetic Associates Centre for many 
years. 

Dr. Samuel Shatkin Jr. is a Plastic 
Surgeon certified by the American Board 
of Plastic Surgery, and is in private 
practice in Amherst, New York at the 
Aesthetic Associates Centre for Plastic 
Surgery and Advanced Skin Care.  
He has worked in the research field 
studying inflammation and healing at 
the University of Tennessee - Memphis, 
and currently is working with researchers 
at the State University of New York 
at Buffalo on novel methods for the 
treatment of skin conditions including 
acne rosacea and skin pigmentation.  

He is a Fellow of the American College 
of Surgeons (FACS) and is a member 
of the American Society of Plastic 
Surgeons (ASPS), the American Society 
of Aesthetic Plastic Surgery (ASAPS), 
a Diplomat of the American Academy 
of Anti-Aging Medicine, the American 
Medical Association, Maimonides 
Medical Society and the Medical Society 
of the County of Erie to name a few.  He 
has been President of the Buffalo Plastic 
Surgery Society. He holds a faculty 
position of Clinical Assistant Professor 
at the State University of New York at 
Buffalo Department of Surgery, and is on 
the clinical faculty of Daemen College 
in Amherst, New York and D’Youville 
College in Buffalo, teaching Physician 
Assistant Students. The Shatkins are 
members of Temple Beth Zion, reside 
in Williamsville, and are parents of three 
children.

Dr. Ellen Paige Rich is an Associate 
Professor of Clinical Medicine at SUNY 
Buffalo School of Medicine and an 
Internist with UB/MD.  She previously 

served as the Internal Medicine Program 
Director at UB Medical School.  She 
also served as Medical Director of the 
Matthew Gajewski Human Services 
Center.  

Dr. Rich currently serves on the UB 
School of Medicine Student Progress 
Committee and the Admissions Policy 
Committee. She is aniInstructor in the 
Clinical Practice of Medicine course 
at the UB School of Medicine. She 
is certified by the Royal College of 

Physicians as a Medical Educator and 
is a Fellow of the American College of 
Physicians. A gifted teacher, she has 
received the F. Carter Pannill, Jr. MD 
Teaching Award in 2002 and the 2012 
Steve Noyes Memorial Faculty Teaching 
Award.  

A graduate of Rochester’s East 
High School, Wellesley College and 
the University of Rochester School 
of Medicine, where she received the 
Mulligan Scholarship Award for 
Community Service. Dr. Rich served for 
many years as a Mitzvah Day Captain 
for Temple Beth Zion. She served on the 
Federation’s Early Childhood Committee 

in the 1990’s. She currently serves on the 
Federation’s Interfaith Seder Committee, 
and UJF Campaign Physicians Division.  
As a Member of the Board of Jewish 
Education she has most recently served 
on the Task Force for Curriculum 
Redesign which has supported some very 
innovative changes for the upcoming 
academic year. She has been a House 
Soccer Coach in Clarence for several 
years and continues to train in Tae Kwon 
Do as a second degree Black Belt.  

Dr. Eric Snitzer is a Diagnostic 
Radiologist with the Windsong 
Radiology Group and has been with this 
group since 1996. As a volunteer, he is a 

coach/ assistant coach with the Clarence 
Soccer Club and the Clarence Baseball 
Association as well as being a member of 
the Clarence Baseball Boosters and the 
Clarence Volleyball Boosters.  

He is a past member of the Board of 
Directors of Temple Beth Zion, a member 
of the TBZ Cantor Search Committee and 
the Interim Rabbi Search Committee, a 
chair as well as committee member of the 
TBZ Youth and Education Committee. 
He currently serves as a member of the 
Strategic Planning Committee for Jewish 
Federation, and is co-chair of its UJF 
Campaign Physicians Division.  

A graduate of Utica Free Academy in 
Utica, NY, Dr. Snitzer graduated from 
Colgate University and the SUNY Stony 
Brook Medical School.

Dr. Rich and Dr. Snitzer participated 
in the Jewish Federation’s New Leadership 
program and Mission to Israel in 2012 
They live in Clarence with their four 
children, and are members of Temple 
Beth Zion.  

The cost of the dinner is $75 per 
person before September 4, and $90 after 
September 4. A minimum gift of $100 
per person to the 2016 UJF Campaign 
is requested to attend. Your attendance 
at the dinner signifies your willingness 
to make a minimum gift of $100 per 
person or $200 per couple to the 2016 
UJF Campaign. Dietary laws will be 
observed. You may make a reservation at  
www.jfedbflo.com or call 716-204-2250. 

Eric Snitzer and Ellen Rich

Sam and Joni Shatkin
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Community

Great Season for Camp Centerland!
Camp Centerland is living up to its 

promises this summer as an expanded 
group of youngsters enjoy a plethora 
of new amenities. Enhanced facilities 
for arts and crafts are found in the 
Gretchen S. Gross Omanut Center 
where kids enjoy making pottery 
on the six electric wheels that have 
found a permanent home.  Two kilns 
have been installed and the resultant 
crockery will become keepsake 
items for dozens of families each 
year. Daring campers who manage to 
climb the wall and traverse the zip-
lines will build childhood memories 
which will last a lifetime. Sports fields 
and the basketball court are hosting 
developing athletes and budding 
friendships.

Out-of-season rentals and events have 
become regular occurrences as word about the 
new facilities spreads. It is expected that this 
business will expand as companies, not-for-
profit agencies and family outings learn about 
the availability of the programs which are 
available after-hours, weekends and during 
peripheral weeks to camp season.  

This summer, a larger than normal group of 
special needs and lower-income children were 
afforded the opportunity to attend camp, 
thanks in part to a grant from Erie County 
as part of its Prime Time grant program.  
Erie County Executive Mark Polancarz held 
a press conference at the Irving M. Shuman 
Campgrounds to announce the grant on June 

29th, the first day of camp.
JCC Executive Director Richard 

Zakalik noted that “Serving children 
who might not otherwise be able 
to afford a camp experience is a 
realization of our mission to serve 
all members of the community 
without regard to religion, ethnicity 
or economic status.  The assistance 
that the Prime Time grant affords us 
is key to providing transportation, 
programming and scholarships to 
children in need. This summer, a 

diverse group of more than 400 campers 
will enjoy an outstanding camping 
experience, close to home and saturated 
with exposure to nature, socialization 
and community. They will enjoy arts 
and crafts, sports, swimming and more 
at state-of-the-art facilities staffed by 
well-trained counselors and specialists.  
We are pleased to share the JCC’s more 
than 70 years of camping experience with 
a larger group of kids thanks to the Prime 
Time grant.”

While much has been built and is being 
enjoyed by the kids, there is additional 
fundraising that needs to take place. A 

campaign to match pledged dollars in the 
amount of $1.5 million is being quietly 
conducted this summer. The funds will 
enable the JCC to expand the outdoor 
William and Shirley Grossman Pool 
Complex for next year as well as help 
to complete Camp Centerland and the 
Irving M. Shuman Campgrounds.

For information about potential 
naming opportunities and programs 
offering current tax benefits and lifetime 
income please contact Rick Zakalik at 
204-2071 or Peter Fleischmann at the 
Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies at  
204-1133.

County Executive Mark Poloncarz announcing the Prime Time Grant at Centerland on June 29.

Another great day for campers and staff at Camp Centerland!

Working in the new Omanut facility at Centerland.
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* All of HUNT Real Estate ERA Gross Closed Commission and #1 total Units Buffalo / Niagara Region 2013.

716.553.8384
bsclement@aol.com

BONNIE CLEMENT

Beth Joseph, Bari Spokane, Bonnie Clement, Sheryl Martin

Broker for HUNT Real 
Estate ERA,* which includes 
1,100 sales associates and 
38 offices nationwide from 
Buffalo to Albany and the 
State of Arizona

#1
HUNT Real Estate ERA 
congratulates Bonnie on 

her remarkable, 
BEST YEAR ever 

for 2014!!!

Gala 13th Anniversary Fundraising Party
September 20, 2015

Butterwood Sweet & Savory
(in the Hotel Lafayette)

$125/person – $118 if  purchased by Sept. 1

2015-16 Season 
MY NAME IS ASHER LEV

Oct. 22 – Nov. 15, 2015 
BAD JEWS

Feb. 4 – Feb. 28, 2016 
COMPULSION OR THE HOUSE BEHIND

March 31 – April 24, 2016

is Turning 13!
Help Celebrate our

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Party & Season!

SAVE 10% when you subscribe by Sept. 14!
Tickets and details at

jewishrepertorytheatre.com

Community

Summer PALS is off to a great start! Our campers enjoyed planting the 
Tzedakah garden in the Shatkin Family Outdoor Classroom. We can’t wait for our first 
harvest. Our young campers also went on nature hikes, planned ways to help protect 
the environment and mastered the art of s’more making. Summer  doesn’t get any better!

Summer PALS at TBZ

JDC’s Chai Camp: 
Summer of adventure

“Eye doctors” at camp

Planting tomatoes

Singing with Susan Schwartz

Celebrating the 4th of July with Melissa Milch Klein

AN AMAZING TIME OF FUN, ADVENTURE AND LEARNING
The Chai Early Childhood Center at the Jewish Discovery Center is pleased to offer 

once again its summer camp - an experience your child will never forget! Chai early 
childhood camp provides a superb day camp experience during the summer break for 
children ages 6 weeks through 3 years.  

At Chai early childhood Camp, Jewish children have their summer transformed 
into an exciting camp experience. With a dynamic, committed and professional staff, 
parents can rest assured that their children will have loads of fun and laughter while 
bolstering their Jewish identity in a safe and caring environment. The Chai early 
childhood Camp offers experienced teachers that are approved by the NY state child 
health department. Call 639-7600.

Having fun in the playground at JDC’s Chai Camp!
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CommunityCommunity

Lynn Wolfgang Catalano New 
Director of Development for FJP

Peter Fleischmann, Director and 
CEO of the Foundation for Jewish 
Philanthropies has announced the 
appointment of Lynn Wolfgang 
Catalano as the Director of 
Development for the Foundation.  

In her new position, she will focus 
on planned giving and endowments for 
the benefit of the Foundation’s affiliated 
Jewish agencies, organizations, temples 
and synagogues.  

Ms. Catalano served as the Executive 
Director of the Mount St. Mary’s 
Hospital Foundation since 1999.  She was 
responsible for their first Annual Appeal 
and first Signature Event – the Good 
Works Gala both now in their sixteenth 
year. After leading a hugely successful 
Campaign for Women’s Health focused 
on raising $1 million to create the Breast 
Care Center at Mount St. Mary’s Hospital, 
she was honored to receive the national 
Sister Mary Walter Boyle Excellence in 

Philanthropy Award.  This award is given 
each year at the Ascension Health Council 
on Philanthropy’s Annual Education 
Conference to a foundation or ministry 
for excellence in philanthropy.

Ms. Catalano holds a BA in Psychology 
from Boston University, cum laude and 
a Juris Doctor Degree from the State 

University of New York at Buffalo School 
of Law. Ms. Catalano is also admitted to 
practice law in New York State.  She was 
recognized for her record of professional 
success and community involvement as 
one of Buffalo Business First 40-Under-40 
awardees in 2004.  Ms. Catalano served 
on the national board for the Ascension 
Health Council on Philanthropy for eight 
years, serving as Treasurer for four years.  

Active in the community, Ms. Catalano 
has served in many volunteer capacities 
including Past Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of the Center for Joy, Inc., on 
the United Way of Niagara Community 
Care Review Committee and the March 
of Dimes Communications Committee.  
She currently serves as a member of the 
board of Temple Beth Tzedek and as the 
Chairman of the Registration Committee 
for The Porter Cup. She and her husband, 
A. Joseph Catalano, and two daughters 
reside in Lewiston.

Lynn Wolfgang Catalano

In Water, Grand Island, Must See, 
Immaculate, 2006 Sea Ray Sundancer 
300, Fresh Water, Winterized Indoors 
from October- April, 142 hours, Twin 
Mercruiser 350 MAG, MPI, Bravo 3 
Engines, LOA 33’4”, Beam 10’5”, 12,500 
Pounds Dry, Always Professionally 
Maintained, New Isenglass, Black Hull, 
Black Camper Canvas, Cherry Interior, 
Sleeps 6, Sun Pad, 2 Flat Screen TVs, 2 
DVDs, 2 Refrigerators, Windlass, Kohler 
5KW Generator, Spot Light, Macerator, 
Stainless Steel Flag Pole, Sky Lights, 
2 Burner Stove, Microwave, 3 Sinks, 
V-Berth, Mid Stateroom, Aft Sleeping 
Room, Extended Swim Platform, 
Stainless Steel 3-Step Ladder, Outside 
And Inside Shower Hoses, Vacuflush 
Head System, AC/Heat, Premium Stereo 
System, Satellite Radio Ready, Cable TV 
Ready, New Ray Marine VHF Radio With 
DSC Integrated With Ray Marine GPS 
and Hailer With Pre-Programmed Fog 
Horns, Clean PFDs, Safety Equipment, 
Fenders, Lines, Flags, Extra Large Dock 
Box And More! Asking $92,500.

Call Randy 716-308-3843

FOR SALE
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Community Essen n Fressen

Volunteer to help children 
read during the 15th year of 
the Buffalo Jewish Coalition 
for Literacy! 

Chaired currently by Carin 
Greenfield and Amy Heumann, the 
program began in 2001 with the 
premise that literacy tutors might 
offer children a chance they might 
not otherwise have had.  According 
to National  Jewish Coalition for 
Literacy Founder, the late Leonard 
Fein, “it turns out that this program 
offers tutors a chance they might not 
have otherwise have had, as well.” 
40-60% of all NJCL tutors are in 
their 70s and 80s, and Fein said 
that the program seemed to speak 
to these people “telling them ‘don’t 
go yet…there’s work for you to still 
do.’” Half of the national volunteers 
are retired teachers and reading 
teachers.  In some communities, 
vans take residents of assisted living 
communities and Jewish day school 
8th grade students to public schools 
for tutoring programs. “There 

Savoring the Tastes of August
By Robin Kurss

This month, ripe and ready tomatoes, peppers and cucumbers are perfect  
to use in my favorite Gazpacho. 

Place the onion, tomatoes, pepper, cucumber, scallions, parsley, basil and 
garlic in the bowl of a food processor and pulse until coarsely chopped. In 
large bowl, combine all other ingredients and stir to combine. Chill well 
before serving. This tastes even better the next day!

Want to Help Change the World?

are currently 12,000 active Jewish tutors 
in American schools each week—and some 
50,000 volunteers have passed through the 
program. Ours (the National Jewish Coalition 
for Literacy) is the largest single national 
program there is.” Which is why we are proud 
of our Buffalo program at Schools 80 and 32, 
extremely proud of the many volunteers who 
have participated in our program, and proud 
of the entire national program. 

Volunteer Amy Zeckhauser at School 32 with her 
Kindergarten class, who love her so much, and gathered 
around Amy to honor her with gifts, photos and a lot of 
“I love you” sentiments. This year, Mrs. Zeckhauser- a 
volunteer since the inception of the program-- worked 
with teacher Debbie Lazarski and the 3-5 year olds.

Gazpacho

4 c tomato juice
1 small red onion

2 tomatoes
1 green pepper, seeded

1 cucumber
2 scallions
¼ c parsley
2 Tbsp basil
1 clove garlic
1 Tbsp honey

1 lemon, 1 lime, juiced
2 Tbsp red wine vinegar

2 Tbsp olive oil
Salt and pepper to taste
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CommunitySynagogues Mission to Israel
Last month, three Buffalo congregations 

traveled together to Israel on a joint Buffalo 
Mission. Temple Beth Zion, Temple Beth Tzedek 
and Congregation Shir Shalom, along with their 
respective rabbis-- Rabbi Gary Pokras, Rabbi 
Perry Netter and Rabbi Alex Lazarus-Klein. 
These two pages include a message from Rabbi 
Pokras about the Mission, a poem by Rabbi 
Lazarus-Klein  and photos by Robin Raphael 
and Marc Slonim. We will have more stories 
about this meaningful journey in upcoming 
Jewish Journals.

Dear Friends,
Travel to Israel can be a remarkable and even 

transformative experience. I have been to Israel many 
times, but our Buffalo Community trip this Summer was 
unique in my experience. It’s not just that we learned so 
much about Israel, and had our own American Jewish 
assumptions and misconceptions challenged by our 
unusually talented guide, who I think is an educator 
of great ability.  And it’s not the powerful emotional 
undercurrents that each person on the trip feels deep 
in our hearts, some of which we shared with each other 
during our farewell banquet. This trip was unique, and in 
the best possible ways, for several other reasons.

First, we travelled as synagogues, but also as a 
community.  To be honest, I was not sure how that 
would work. I wondered (before we left) how long it 
would take for us to ‘get on’ and then I wondered if 
we would. After only a couple of days I was delighted 
to observe how our preconceptions about each other’s 
synagogue communities had completely been forgotten, 
and how we had forged a new and special series of 
bonds as part of our larger Western New York Jewish 
community. I certainly hope that we will build on those 
connections to strengthen all of our synagogues and our 
larger community.

Second, it was a real blessing to travel as part of a 
three rabbi team with Rabbi’s Alex Lazarus-Klein and 
Perry Netter. I enjoyed learning from my colleagues (and 
sharing my own bits) and I am sure that the participants 
benefited as well from our various bits of knowledge and 
our perspectives. This made for a very rich journey not 
only for the participants, but also for us as leaders.  

Third, thanks to the generous support of our local 
Jewish Federation, we were able to see first-hand how the 
funds we contribute through Federation is put to very 
good use in Israel, in really life-affirming ways.  And in the 
middle of a tough and volatile neighborhood (the Middle 
East) we took tremendous pride in the many examples we 
encountered of people going to extraordinary lengths to 
help folks in need or otherwise at risk.

For me that’s a real triple play, and I am grateful to be 
part of a community that operates in this way, and it is 
my hope that this is only the beginning of many more 
trips to come.  Next year in Jerusalem!

Rabbi Gary Pokras
Temple Beth Zion
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Community Summer 2015

Jerusalem
By Rabbi Alex Lazarus-Klein

Over the sky of Jerusalem
the sun
exploded,

literally - 

purples, blues, reds
all combining.

The white buildings melding
like a kaleidoscope 
with ripe, full
color.

And then growing, growing
with life and pleasure
until settling over the old city.

There it stagnates,
settles,
and begins to boil.

The tourists struggle 
for shade,
but even the shade
is taking a time out.

Now the stones
have become scarred.
Their heat burns through
the soles of our feet.

When will the sun set?
When will the messiah come?
We huddle inside the caves by the wall,
like the ancient cave of Shimon Bar Yochai.
Burying ourselves up to our necks didn’t 
seem like such a bad idea.
We’ll plant a carob tree and wait.

Eventually the sun will go down
and the Jerusalem sun
will finally sleep

before rising,
magnificently,

like a symphony
in the 
morning 
sky.
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Dr. Gil Wolfe receives Doctor of the Year award  
from Myasthenia Gravis Foundation

By Ellen Goldbaum, 
UB Communications

Wolfe is clinical chair of the 
longest, and one of the largest, 
randomized studies in the history 
of myasthenia gravis.

Gil I. Wolfe, MD, Irvin and 
Rosemary Smith Professor and Chair 
of the Department of Neurology at the 
University at Buffalo School of Medicine 
and Biomedical Sciences, has been 
selected to receive the 2015 Doctor of the 
Year award from the Myasthenia Gravis 
Foundation of America (MGFA).

Wolfe is an expert on neuromuscular 
disorders with a special focus on myasthenia 
gravis (MG), the most common disease of 
neuromuscular transmission. MG results 
from an immune-mediated disruption of 
communication between motor nerves 
and muscle – an assembly of structures 
that form the neuromuscular junction.

“I am grateful and honored to receive 

the Doctor of the Year award from the 
MGFA, an organization I have worked 
closely with over the years,” said Wolfe. 
“The foundation does a fabulous job 
promoting awareness of MG across 
numerous audiences as well as providing 
easy-to-understand information 
for patients, families and health care 
providers. It has been a privilege to 
be involved with such efforts over the 
years. Further, I am grateful for the 
MGFA’s grant support of investigative 
work I have been involved with over 
the years, from the thymectomy trial to 
the current international MG treatment 
guideline task force I am co-directing with 
Dr. Don Sanders of Duke University.” 

Myasthenia Gravis (MG) is an 
autoimmune neuromuscular disease that 
causes weakness in the voluntary muscles. 
MG manifests itself uniquely in each 
patient, but typically involves symptoms 
such as inability to keep eyelids open; 
crossed eyes; weakness in hands and 

arms, feet and legs; trouble with smiling 
and other facial expressions; and, worst of 
all, difficulties swallowing and breathing 
which can lead to myasthenic crisis. MG 
is a rare disease affecting 70,000 people 
or more in the United States; it is often 
undiagnosed. It cannot be cured, but 
it can be treated to a degree in most 
patients, some more successfully than 
others.

Currently, Wolfe is clinical chair of 
a major National Institutes of Health 
(NIH)-funded international trial of a 
surgical procedure called thymectomy. 
This procedure is routinely performed 
on MG patients with and without 
thymoma, a chest tumor. The study 
assesses the benefit of thymectomy 
beyond conventional medications in 
helping MG patients who do not present 
with a chest tumor.

Wolfe received planning grant support 
from the Muscular Dystrophy Association 
to develop the trial of thymectomy 
for MG in the late 1990s. Under the 
leadership of Professor John Newsom-
Davis and other colleagues, including 
Gary Cutter and Henry Kaminski, he 

successfully obtained funding from the 
NIH to support the trial which will 
complete final outcome assessments in 
November. The trial is the longest, and 
one of the largest, randomized studies in 
the history of MG.

Since the 1990s, Wolfe has led 
educational programs for neurologists at 
the American Academy of Neurology and 
numerous universities.  His early research 
focused on treatment trials and outcome 
measurements for MG, including the 
co-direction with Richard Barohn, now of 
the University of Kansas of a randomized, 
controlled, multicenter clinical trial of 
intravenous immunoglobulin in MG.

In 2011, while at the University 
of Texas (UT) Southwestern Medical 
Center, Wolfe was awarded a seven-year, 
$1.5 million Network of Excellence in 
Neuroscience Clinical Trial: NeuroNEXT 
grant from the NIH as co-principal 
investigator (PI). After being appointed 
chair at UB, Wolfe continued in a PI 
role for the NeuroNEXT grant that was 
awarded to the SUNY system as part of 
the same NIH-supported network.

Wolfe has served the MGFA in 

Gil I. Wolfe, MD



August 2015 | www.jfedbflo.com   13

Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?
Maybe you shouldn’t! Does someone own copyrights to “Summer’s Day”? 
Would the comparison put Summer in a False Light, or invade her Privacy?  
The laws of Free Speech and Free Press are not as clear as summer’s 
noonday sun.
 
Keep your ideas, writing, drawing—indeed, any creative work—on the sunny 
side of Intellectual Property Street. Use an attorney who’s traveled the road 
before. Call Steve Fox, Creative Lawyer.

(716) 852-3800       sfox@CreativeLawyer.com       www.CreativeLawyer.com
BUSINESS COPYRIGHT TRADEMARKS ENTERTAINMENT INTERNET

Community

Remember how 
bagels used to taste?

That’s what you’ll taste 
today at Bagel Jay’s, 
consistently delicious 

deli favorites 
in every bite.

Pickup & 
Dropoff service available

finest dark roasted coffees • fresh-baked bagels • signature tuna fish • and more!

finest mouth-watering n.y. bagels since 1976 • homemade shmears • deli sandwiches • soups • salads

Marshall’s Plaza
2130 Delaware ave, Buffalo

716.874.1800

Dash’s Plaza
100 a Plaza Dr, Williamsville

716.639.1000www.bageljays.com  

Let Us Do the Work!

Hosting Brunch?numerous capacities. He has served on its 
Medical Scientific Advisory Board since 
2001 and is its immediate past president. 
He co-organized the MGFA-New York 
Academy of Sciences 12th International 
Conference on Myasthenia Gravis and 
Related Disorders in 2012 and has 
organized yearly scientific sessions for 
the MGFA.

Currently, Wolfe and Nicholas 
Silvestri, MD, a faculty member in the 
UB Department of Neurology, together 
co-author a regular column, “What’s 
hot off the press in neuromuscular 
junction disorders?” for the MGFA’s 
newsmagazine, Foundation Focus.

According to Wolfe, his most 
important work is his ongoing dedication 
to patients with MG, whom he sees 
through UBMD Neurology at Buffalo 
General Medical Center. While at UT 
Southwestern, Wolfe directed its MG 
Clinic.

Wolfe earned his AB in biology at 
Princeton University and his MD at 
the UT Southwestern Medical School 
in Dallas. He trained as a neurology 
resident and neuromuscular fellow at 
the University of Pennsylvania Medical 
Center, where he began to focus on MG, 
under the direction of Donald Schotland 
as well as Mark Brown and Shawn Bird.

The MGFA supports research, 
patient education, patients’ services 
and advocacy on behalf of the MG 
community. For more information, visit  
www.myasthenia.org,

Founded in 1846, the University 
at Buffalo School of Medicine and 
Biomedical Sciences is beginning a new 
chapter in its history with the largest 
medical education building under 
construction in the nation. The eight-
story, 628,000-square-foot facility is 
scheduled to open in 2017. The new 
location puts superior medical education, 
clinical care and pioneering research in 
close proximity, anchoring Buffalo’s 
evolving comprehensive academic health 
center in a vibrant downtown setting.  
These new facilities will better enable the 
school to advance health and wellness 
across the life span for the people of 
New York and the world through 
research, clinical care and the education 
of tomorrow’s leaders in health care 
and biomedical sciences. The school’s 
faculty and residents provide care for 
the community’s diverse populations 
through strong clinical partnerships and 
the school’s practice plan, UBMD.
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CommunityRabbi’s Column

341 Franklin Street
Dinner served 

Tuesday - Saturday
Reservations: 852-4416
www.ruefranklin.com

During August this year we will begin the Jewish month of Elul. We are told that Elul(א)is an acronym  
for, “Ani l doddi vdodi li.” “ I am to my beloved and my beloved is to me.”

pause to reflect that our child or spouse 
now thinks that our special time together 
was cancelled because my loved one feels 
work is most important?!

We rationalize that we work so hard 
to provide a “good living” for our family.

Unfortunately, the truth is our 
obsession with our jobs is mostly about 
ourselves, and has very little to do with 
our loved ones. We are not providing 
a good living for our loved ones if 
we don’t share our life with them. We 
obsess over work to prop up our egos 
by impressing others with our money, 
status and effort. We hope to impress 
ourselves and others by our devotion to 
our jobs, instead of devoting ourselves to 
the relationships that matter.

This issue has been horribly and 
grotesquely magnified by all our modern 
technology and social media. One can 

always be on the job. He/she simply 
need a phone, Ipad, etc. One can now 
work while at home, shul, or at a simcha. 
He need not pay attention to the prayer 
service, or conversation, because “the 
office” is in his/her hands. 

During this month of Elul, let us 
repent by working on devoting ourselves 
to our relationships. Please, let us all 
reflect on ways in which we may repair 
and improve our relationships with those 
we have so long neglected.

Let us not forget that one of the 
relationships we have so long neglected 
is the wonderful relationship we should 
have with God,

I wish us all a happy healthy and 
fulfilling new year.

Rabbi Cadle is Rabbi of Saranac 
Synagogue and Dean of Yeshiva of Saranac

Rabbi Nesanel Cadle

This quote is from Shir Hashirim, 
the Song of Songs. Ostensibly the verse 
is referring to the ideal relationship for 
which a husband and wife should strive. 
For each party to be completely devoted 
to each other, to his/her beloved.

When applied to Elul, this verse 
instructs us to work on devoting 
ourselves to our relationship with God, 
in preparation for the days of judgment, 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.

Devotion is certainly the key to any 
meaningful and successful relationship, 
yet actually achieving true devotion can 
be so very difficult. To be devoted we must 
care deeply, love unconditionally, and be 
completely loyal. So many distractions 
arise, and so many conflicting interests 
pull us in so many different directions. 
The worst of these distractions and 
conflicting interests is ourselves. We so 
often find it difficult to devote ourselves 
to any relationship, because doing so 
requires putting aside our own needs, 
and especially our own fragile egos.

This failing is so glaring in 
contemporary society when it comes to 
the conflict of our jobs vs. our meaningful 
relationships.

 How often do we neglect our friends, 
family, and God Himself because we want 
to prove ourselves at work? We work 
during weekends, evenings and family 
events. We make promises of outings 
and quality time to our spouses, children, 
and grandchildren, then cancel because 
of something “important” at work. Do 
we realize what kind of message we send 
our loved ones by our behavior? Do we 
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Community Tikkun Olam

5 Things You Can Do 
IN AUGUST TO REPAIR THE WORLD

Sponsored by Law Office of Lindy Korn, PLLC - www.lkorn-law.com

Where is this found in 
Western New York?  

The First 5 people to 
correctly identify the location 

will win a $10 lunch to the 
JCC’s Tel Aviv Café’.  

E-mail your answers to 
egoldstein@jfedbflo.com 

Where in  JBFLO ?

Last month’s photo of the Lounging 
Buffalo in front of the Town Hall Food 

Pantry at Weinberg Campus was 
correctly identified by Cheryl Tobias 

and Fran Paskowitz. 

The newly opened Town Center Food Pantry at the Weinberg 
Campus continues to take food and personal hygiene items. A 

project of Temple Beth Zion and Catholic Charities, you can drop off canned 

goods to Temple Beth Zion for the new Town Square Food Pantry or go to 

www.tbz.org and look for “social action” under Community. Or call Rabbi 

Adam Scheldt at 836-6565.  

 
JDRF Golf Classic. This year’s Golf Classic is scheduled for Monday, 

August 17, 2015 at Orchard Park Country Club. Funds raised from this 

tournament goes toward research to help find a cure for type 1 diabetes 

(T1D). Orchard Park Country Club, 4777 South Buffalo, Orchard Park, NY 

14127. www.jdrf.org.

 
Get some culture. Go to Shakespeare in Delaware Park through August 16 

to see Twelfth Night. Tuesdays through Sundays at 7:30 pm in Delaware Park. 

Adam Yellen is featured in the cast. www.shakespeareindelawarepark.org.

Tee Up for a Golf Date August 10 with your friends from Temple 
Beth Zion for the TBZ Summer Celebration at Transit Valley Country 
Club. You can golf, eat dinner, go on a wine tour. Call Julie Feldman at  

836-6565 for details or www.tbz.org.

If you are 20 or 30 something, join old/new friends from Nickel 
City Jews at an August 14th Shabbat service at TBZ and the August 
25th Food Truck Meet Up at Larkin Square. Call Miriam Abramovich at 

204-2248 or Facebook/NickelCityJews.

4

5

1

2

3

Come Home 
FOR THE

Holy Days

Rabbi Gary Pokras, Senior Rabbi
Warren Clark, President

For information, please contact:

Mark Criden 
for membership and tickets

Susan Goldberg Schwartz 
for Religious School

Melissa Milch-Klein 
for the Play And Learn School

(716) 836-6565
www.tbz.org

mailto:egoldstein@jfedbflo.com
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PJ Library and the JCC present new Rein 
Family Free Summer Concert Series

The JCC of Greater Buffalo is 
presenting two family-friendly 
concerts and cookouts this summer, 
the first of which took place in July 
with performer Danna Banana. The 
second, which is being presented 
as a partenership with PJ Library,  
will take place Wednesday, August 
19, featuring 2011 Parents Choice® 
Award Winner Mama Doni. Doni 
Zasloff (a/k/a Mama Doni) is a mom, 
music teacher and songwriter with 
irrepressible zest who performs 
high-energy, interactive family rock 
concerts filled with a contagious 
and unexpected blend of reggae, 
rock, disco, Latin and klezmer – all 
woven together with soulful energy 
and a super hip Jewish sensibility.

This concert takes place in the new 
Rein Family Amphitheatre, located at 
JCC’s Camp Centerland in the Irving 
M. Shuman Campgrounds, 2640 North Mama Doni and Eric Lindberg

Forest Road, Amherst. A kosher BBQ 
cookout dinner from 5:30-6:30pm 
is included, followed by the concert,  
6:45-7:45pm.

The concert series is sponsored by the 
Rein Family. “Three generations of the 
Rein Family have been active in Buffalo 
Jewish camping,” says sponsor Howie 
Rein. “We want the next generation of 
children in our community to have the 
same fun and opportunities that our family 
experienced. We invite you to the summer 
concert series at our new Camp Centerland 
Rein Family Amphitheater as well as a pre-
concert picnic barbecue.”

These concerts are open to the 
community and will appeal to young 
children, families and grandparents. Tickets 
to the concert including the BBQ cookout, 
are FREE and may be reserved at either 
JCC location, member services desk or at  
www.jccbuffalo.org. More information 
can be found at 716-688-4033.
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Laughter and lament, joy and pain 
succumb to affi rmations of life well journeyed 

 – to loving testaments etched in stone  

PLOTS AVAILABLE
For more information, call 204-2246.

“TECH TUTOR” 
WILL GUIDE YOU INTO THE 
WORLD OF TECHNOLOGY.
• Personal/Private Instruction • 
• Step-by-Step Assistance • 

Have you always 
wanted to become part 
of the internet world? 

shop, read, learn, 
text, Skype, email,  

bank, FaceTime

Call or email Eric Snyder

856-304-4134
emsnyder613@gmail.com

Hey, Nickel City Jews! Why don’t you join us  
Monday, September 21 and start the New Year off right! 

Come to the Jewish Federation’s Community Kick-Off Dinner   
with us. 5:30-9pm. We’ll have our own tables and a special  

price just for NCJ. We promise you a cool time and  
a hot intro to Jewish Buffalo.  #Jfeddinner
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Matthew Eichhorn’s Williamsville South High 
School 2015 Graduation Valedictorian Speech 

 “Good evening. This past year, I had the 
pleasure of student directing our school’s 
production of The Wiz. While I learned a 
lot of invaluable information as the director, 
time management, cooperation, organization, 
and many technical aspects of putting on a 
musical, I think that the greatest lessons that 
I would like to reflect upon tonight were from 
the musical itself. The storylines of The Wiz, 
and its predecessor, The Wizard of Oz, are 
perfect parables for our class right now, as 
we, like Dorothy, are about to be spread out 
across the country as the storm of life pushes 
us toward our destinies. But, as we part ways, 
we should bring with us the lessons gleaned 
by each of the characters from this timeless 
classic.

When Dorothy begins her journey down the yellow 
brick road, she first encounters the Scarecrow. Both of 
them are still getting situated in this new world, Dorothy 
having just woken up in Oz after the tornado, and the 
Scarecrow having just been born the day before yesterday. 
Nevertheless, the Scarecrow stumbles down from his 
pole to accompany Dorothy to the Emerald City, hoping 
he can find himself a brain. What he does not realize, is 
that he has one all along. His quick thinking saves the 
group many times along their way. When we leave South 
(High School), we too may stumble at first, adjusting 
to our new lives, many of us in new homes. It may take 
time for us to discover our passions, our true callings in 
life. The weight of college may seem overbearing at first, 
but just like the Scarecrow, we all have it within us to 
succeed, and once we truly believe this, then nothing’s 
gonna get in our way.

Next Dorothy and the Scarecrow enter the woods 
and stumble upon the rusted Tin Woodsman. Yes, we 
all know he needed a heart, but there is way more to 
him than that. For not having a heart, the tin man is 
extremely emotional, burdened by his history of being 
destroyed bit by bit by the witch’s curse. He carries with 

him the pain of his past, and his 
longing for love. Through all of his 
own pain, he cares for his friends 
and will do anything he can along 
the way to support them. Here 
at South, we too have such a 
strong network of support, from 

our parents, teachers, and friends, 
who have given selflessly to ensure 
our success. As we go into the 
world, we should have this same 
selflessness, this willingness to 
make sacrifices for others, just as 
the Tin Man will always jump in 

front of Dorothy to protect her. From the 
Tin Man, we also should take a message 
of love and of caring, that just because 
someone may break your heart doesn’t 
mean there isn’t some other wonderful 
person out there who can fix it. 

Of course, we all know that next, 
Dorothy, the Scarecrow, and the Tin 
man go into the jungle and encounter 
the Cowardly Lion. While he scares 
them at first, his true persona quickly 
comes out. The Lion is troubled by 
the expectation that he be the king of 
the jungle and has difficulty expressing 
himself for who he really is. This part 
in the story reminds me of first coming 
to South. My freshman year, I was too 
afraid to even try out for the musical, 
which has turned out to be one of my 
biggest regrets. Courage does not always 
have to be doing something valiant, 
something heroic. It can simply be going 
out, trying things and pursuing what it 
is about which you are passionate. Only 
you can take the first step on your path 
to happiness and success.

This penultimate lesson is not quite as 
obvious; it seemed to elude me as I was 
watching the film as a child, and I only 
understood it when preparing for the 
show this winter. This one comes from 
the Wiz. Upon first impression, the Wiz 
seems to have it all, he has the power 
over Oz, the reverence of his people, 
his wonderful Emerald City, however 
all of this is a facade which hides the 
emptiness and loneliness he is feeling. 
He has no friends in Oz, his lust for 
power has prevented him from fostering 
a relationship with any of his citizens. We 

Matthew Eichhorn
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must do all that we can to prevent this. 
While success, power, wealth, and fame 
seem idyllic, they should not be acquired 
at the cost of foregone friendships. 
Williamsville South, and Drama Club 
specifically have allowed me to meet 
some of the most amazing people with 
amazing stories. So much of that which I 
know I have learned from them, and they 
will continue to inspire me in everything 
that I do, and for that, I extend them my 
sincerest of gratitude.

Our final lesson comes from Dorothy, 
who teaches us the importance of home. 
Yes, we are all about to part ways; we will 
be scattered across the country into our 
own brighter, more colorful, confusing 
and chaotic worlds, unsure of what 
mysteries may lie ahead. In doing this, 
we must remember to be rational and 
level-headed, to follow our hearts, to be 
strong and stand up for what we believe, 
and to remember that there will always 
be other people there looking out for us. 
If we do this, we are sure to find success 
in our futures, yet we must never let these 
futures cause us to lose sight of our past, 
of our time here in Williamsville and 
our time here at South. In the words of 
the great Wiz, “It is not enough to know 
where you’re going. You also have to 
know where you’re coming from.” 

Congratulations class of 2015”. 

Matthew Eichhorn was the class of 
2015 valedictorian at Williamsville South 
High School. This is the speech he gave 
at his school’s 2015 graduation this past 
June. He is the son of Jody Goldstein. He 
will be attending the University at Buffalo 
Honors College, with a full Presidential 
Scholarship, where he will be pursuing 
a dual major in Computer Science and 
Mathematics. Matthew, an Eagle Scout, 
works as a Leader at YMCA Camp Weona 
where he was awarded Youth of the Year. 
He was also honored by Business First 
by being placed on the First Academic 
Team of Outstanding High School Seniors. 
He is an AP Scholar with Distinction, 
scoring perfect 5’s on all 11 exams he took. 
He scored a perfect 36 on his ACT, is a 
National Merit Scholarship Finalist, and 
scored perfect 800’s on 2 SAT subject tests: 
Advanced Mathematics and Chemistry. He 
is an active member of Temple Beth Zion 
where he has worked in Religious School 
since he became a Bar Mitzvah
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Jewish 
Community 
Agencies in 
Western New 
York

Bureau of Jewish Education 
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-5380 | FAX 716-688-3572
www.bjebuffalo.org  
Jill Komm - Executive Director
Michael Berger - President

Chabad House of Buffalo 
2450 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068 
TEL 716-688-1642 | FAX 716-688-1643
www.chabadbuffalo.com
Rabbi Moshe Gurary- Director

Chai Early Childhood Center
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY 14221
TEL 716 580-4600
www.chainursery.com
Chani Labkovski -Director

Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies 
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068 
TEL 716-204-1133 | FAX 716-204-1129
www.jewishphilanthropies.org
Peter Fleischmann- Director & CEO
Ray Fink- President

Hadassah
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY 14068
TEL 716-688-5260
buffalohadassah@gmail.com
Marlene Katzel- Co-President
Maxine Seller- Co-President

Hebrew Benevolent Loan Association
2640 North Forest Road in FJP offices
Getzville, NY 14068
TEL 716-204-0542
Sam Golden- Loan Officer
Barbara Sitrin- President

Hillel of Buffalo Campus Foundation for 
Jewish Life 
520 Lee Entrance/UB Commons 
Suite # 210 
W. Amherst, NY  14228
TEL 716-645-8787 | FAX 716-639-7817
www.hillelofbuffalo.org 
Dan Metchnik - Director
Carrie J Rittenhouse - President

Institute of Jewish Thought and Heritage
712 Clemens Hall
University at Buffalo
Buffalo, NY 14260 
TEL 716-645-3695  FAX 716-645-3473
Email: jewish-studies@buffalo.edu
http://www.jewishstudies.buffalo.edu/
Dr. Richard A. Cohen, Director

Holocaust Resource Center 
336 Harris Hill Road, Suite 302
Williamsville, NY 14221
TEL: 716-634-9535
www.holocaustcenterbuff.com
Sharon M. Jacobs- Co-President
Pieter Weinrieb- Co-President
Mara Koven Gelman- Executive Director 

Jewish Community Center of Greater 
Buffalo, Inc. 
Benderson Family Building 
2640 North Forest Road 
Getzville, NY  14068 
TEL 716-688-4033 | FAX 716-688-3572 
Richard Zakalik- Executive Director
Gretchen Gross - President
Holland Family Building 
787 Delaware Avenue   
Buffalo, NY  14209
TEL 716-886-3145 | FAX 716-886-1367
www.jccbuffalo.org
 
Jewish Discovery Center
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY 14221
212 Exeter Rd. 
Williamsville, NY 14221 (office)
TEL: 716-639-7600
TEL: 716-632-0467
Rabbi Heschel Greenberg
Rabbi Laizer Labkovski
www.jewishdiscovery.org

Jewish Family Service Of Buffalo And Erie 
County 
70 Barker Street   
Buffalo, NY  14209 
TEL 716-883-1914 | FAX 716-883-7637
www.jfsbuffalo.org 
Marlene Schillinger- Executive Director
Laurence K. Rubin - President

Jewish Federation Apartments 
275 Essjay Road   
Williamsville, NY  14221 
TEL 716-631-8471 | FAX 716-631-8768 
www.jewishfederationapartments.org
Karen Greenspan- President
Kathleen Haggerty- Property Manager

Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo
2640 North Forest Road 
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-2241 | FAX 716-929-0482 
www.jfedbflo.com
Rob Goldberg- CEO & Executive Director
Howard Rosenhoch- President

Jewish Federation Cemetery 
Corporation, Inc.
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-2246 | FAX 716-929-0482 
www.jfedbflo.com
Deborah Pivarsi- Director
Jerome D. Carrel-  President

Kadimah School of Buffalo
1085 Eggert Road
Amherst, NY  14226
TEL 716-836-6903 | FAX 716-837-7322
www.kadimah.org  
Einav Symons- Head of School
Marc Brown & Jonathan Epstein- 
   Co-Presidents

Ohr Temimim School
411 John James Audubon Parkway 
W. Amherst, NY  14228
TEL 716-568-0226 | FAX 716-636-1899
www.ohrtemimimschool.com
Rabbi Shmuel Shanowitz- Principal
Jonathon Gellman - President

Weinberg Campus
2700 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-639-3311 | FAX 716-639-3309
www.weinbergcampus.org  
David Dunkelman- President & CEO
Jonathan Rodwin- Chairman of the Board 
of Directors

Agencies

Jay L. Mesnekoff
Director

5462 SHERIDAN DRIVE | WILLIAMSVILLE
716.831.8018 | WWW.ALTMANDENTAL.COM

New patients receive 

Free Exams and X-Rays
 with hygiene visit.

($13300 savings)

Summer Sparkle

http://www.chabadbuffalo.com
http://www.jewishphilanthropies.org
http://www.jewishstudies.buffalo.edu/
http://www.holocaustcenterbuff.com
http://www.jccbuffalo.org
http://www.jewishdiscovery.org
http://www.jfsbuffalo.org
http://www.jewishfederationhousing.org
http://www.jfedbflo.com
http://www.jfedbflo.com
http://www.kadimah.org
http://www.ohrtemimimschool.com
http://www.weinbergcampus.org
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Yad B’Yad
A program of the Bureau of Jewish
Education
TEL 716-204-5380 / FAX 716-688-3572
Matthew Schwartz- Director
www.yadbyad.org
Cindy Komm- Chair

Western New York 
Synagogues and Temples

Chabad House of Buffalo (unaffiliated)
2450 North. Forest Rd,
Getzville, NY 14068
TEL 716-688-1642
www.chabadbuffalo.com

Congregation Beth Abraham (Conservative)
1073 Elmwood Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14222
www.congregationbethabraham.net

Congregation B’nai Shalom (Conservative)
1641 North Forest Rd.
Williamsville, NY 14221
Helen Weinstein- President
TEL 716-689-8203
office@bnaishalombuffalo.org
www.bnaishalombuffalo.org

Congregation Hesed Abraham
215 Hall Ave
Jamestown, NY  14701
Rabbi Allen Podet
TEL 716-484-1800

Congregation Shir Shalom  
(Reform/ Reconstructionist)
4660 Sheridan Drive
Williamsville, NY  14221
TEL 716-633-8877
Rabbi Alexander Lazarus-Klein
Cantor Sharon Eve Colbert
Todd Sugarman - President
www.shirshalombuffalo.org

Congregation Havurah
6320 Main St., Williamsville, NY 14221
Bernard Schenkler, President
Annette Pinder, Membership Chair
TEL 716-689-2256
www.congregationhavurah.org
info@congregationhavurah.org

Kehillat Ohr Tzion (Modern Orthodox)
879 Hopkins Rd 
Williamsville, NY 14221
Email: jstrosberg@ohrtzion.org 
Rabbi Joshua Strosberg
Marian Arbesman - President
http://ohrtzion.org/kot

Knesset Center (Orthodox)
500 Starin Avenue
Buffalo, NY  14214
TEL 716-832-5063
Rabbi Shmaryahu Charitonow
www.chabad.org

Jewish Federation Apartments Himmel 
Family Chapel (Unaffiliated)
275 Essjay Road
Williamsville, NY  14221
Pinkhos Blitshteyn- President
Rabbi Daniel Shuman

Saranac Synagogue (Orthodox)
Rabbi Nesanel Cadle 
President - Shmuel Rashkin 
Vice President - Reuven Alt
Gabbai David Kunkel
85 Saranac Avenue
Buffalo New York 14216
TEL 716 876 1284
www. SaranacSynagogue.org

Temple Beth Tzedek (Conservative)
621 Getzville Road
Amherst, NY  14226
Rabbi Perry Netter
Cantor Emeritus Gerald DeBruin
Leon Komm - President
TEL 716- 838-3232
www.btzbuffalo.org

Temple Beth Zion (Reform)
Sanctuary: 805 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo, NY  14209  
Religious School and Offices:  
700 Sweet Home Road
Amherst, NY 14226
Rabbi Gary Pokras- Sr. Rabbi
Rabbi Adam Scheldt- Asst. Rabbi
Cantor Penny Myers
Warren Clark - President
TEL 716-836-6565
www.tbz.org 

Temple Beth El (Reform)
720 Ashland Avenue
Niagara Falls, NY  14301
Rabbi Drorah Setel
Cantorial Soloist Barry Rose
Robert Duell- President
TEL 716-282-2717
www.niagarafallstemple.com

The Family Shul (Unaffiliated)
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY  14221
Rabbi Heschel Greenberg
Rabbi Laizer Labkovski
716-639-7600  

Young Israel of Greater Buffalo (Orthodox)
105 Maple Road
Williamsville, NY  14221
Rabbi Moshe Taub
Richard G. Berger- President
TEL 716-634-0212
www.yibuffalo.org 

Synagogues

Due to postal regulations, the Jewish Journal of Western New York will 
no longer be forwarded to “temporary change” addresses.   If you plan to 
be away from your permanent address and will have your first class mail 

forwarded to your temporary address and would like to continue to receive 
the Jewish Journal over the winter or the summer, please call Nadine Ryback 

at 716-204-2248 to give us your “temporary” address.   Thank you!  

Attention Snowbirds!

Looking to bridge the gap? 
Then SLC is the place for you.  
We offer summer and school year speech services 
tailored to fit the needs of your child and family. 
Private Pay & Insurance is available as well as 
services at our Williamsville location or at home.

Summer Services for:  
Articulation, Child Development, Apraxia, Oral Motor, 
Receptive Language Development

We also provide:
Early Intervention Services, Preschool Services, 
Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy,
Parent Child Groups, Evaluations

Summer & School Year Services

5544 Main St., 2nd floor
Williamsville

(716)580-3976
www.slcwny.com

http://www.chabadbuffalo.com
http://www.congregationbethabraham.net
mailto:office@bnaishalombuffalo.org
http://www.bnaishalombuffalo.org
http://www.shirshalombuffalo.org
http://www.congregationhavurah.org
mailto:info@congregationhavurah.org
mailto:jstrosberg@ohrtzion.org
http://www.chabad.org
http://www.btzbuffalo.org
http://www.tbz.org
http://www.niagarafallstemple.com
http://www.yibuffalo.org
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Temple Beth Zion  
Summer Celebration

Summer is just around the corner, so mark your calendar 
for the Temple Beth Zion Summer Celebration.

Monday, August 10
Transit Valley Country Club

Deny Adelman and David Goldberg, Co-Chairs 

Set aside all or part of the day and plan to lunch,  
wine tour or golf, or just come for a delicious dinner  

and lively auctions.  

All proceeds from this event benefit all educational programming at TBZ.  

For more information, call Julie Feldman at 836-6565.
Don’t miss the premier social event of the summer!

TBZ at the Pride Parade

More than 40 members of Temple Beth Zion proudly presented the message “We 
are all made in the image of God,” at the Pride Parade Sunday, June 7.  The group 
was led by Rabbi Adam Scheldt and Rabbi Gary Pokras and included members of 
TBZ’s staff, faculty, TBaZY Youth Group, Board of Trustees and many supportive 
TBZ members. They were also joined by Nickel City Jews, the Jewish Federation-
sponsored “community platform” for Jews in their 20s and 30s, many of whom are 
also TBZ members.

Participation in the event included a float bearing the message and  a table at 
“Pride Village” during the Pride Festival at Canalside.  Temple Beth Zion proudly 
participates in this wonderful event each year.

Temple Beth Zion Sisterhood 
Presents

Lox-N-
Laughter!

Sunday, August 9,  
at 10:30 a.m.

Milos
5877 Main St., Williamsville

Come for live entertainment along 
with your very own lox and bagel 
platter with all the fixin’s along with 
coffee, tea or pop for only $12 per 
person. Enjoy the incredible Tom 
Bender’s Flying Solo Show!

Invite your friends, bring your 
spouses and have a ball. Seating is limited 
so place your reservation now by calling  
Dr. Bambii Rae at 810-9309.

This brunch is going to be great, so 
come have fun and support your TBZ 
Sisterhood at the same time.

Kinky Boots
in Toronto

Wednesday, Aug. 19
Royal Alexandra Theater

Open to the community!

The cost per person is $150, 
which includes round-trip bus 
transportation, play and dinner at 
Joe Badali’s Ristorante. The bus 
leaves the TBZ Broder Center, 
700 Sweet Home Road, at 10:30 
AM.  *Participants must bring either 
a passport or an enhanced license to 
cross the border.

Seating is limited! 
Call Marilyn at 832-4757.

Sisterhood of Temple 
Beth Zion’s Sylvia 
Morris Theater Bus 

Trips Presents
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Elul at Temple Beth Zion

What is TBZ PALS All About?

Discover your own way to prepare for and experience the beauty and 
meaning of the High Holy Days during TBZ’s Elul Study Series. 

This year, Rabbi Gary Pokras, Cantor Penny Myers, Rabbi Adam Scheldt, and 
Susan Schwartz invite you to come with them as they each share their personal ways 
to engage and prepare for the High Holy Days. Through experiencing four very 
different ways to journey toward the High Holy Days, you are invited to pray, learn, 
and grow as you discover new ways to craft your own preparation for the Days of 
Awe! These sessions take place during the 6 p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat services on the 
following dates:

• August 14 at 805 Delaware with Rabbi Adam Scheldt
• August 21 at 700 Sweet Home Road with Susan Schwartz
• August 28 at 805 Delaware with Rabbi Gary Pokras (Contemporary Service) and 

Cantor Penny Myers (Classical Service)

PALS students are mensches 
and scholars. We study Torah together 
weekly and learn Mussar.  We practice 
incorporating our Jewish values into 
daily life. We learn together how to be 
responsible for words and actions as 
well as our belongings. The ability to 
realize the impact of our words and to 
recognize social cues is truly a lifelong 
lesson, one that your child will learn at 
PALS.

PALS students are scientists and 
ecologists. Encouraging curiosity and 
appreciation of our environment are 
gifts we encourage and foster at PALS.

PALS students are farmers, 
artists, musicians and community 
explorers. Children learn through 
hands-on age appropriate interactions 
with their world and their community 
at PALS.

PALS students are architects 
and historians. The ability to 
personalize information and make it 

“one’s own” is valued at PALS.
PALS is a family community. 

Welcoming families in to our PALS 
community is what we are all about.

The Play And Learn School (PALS) at 
Temple Beth Zion is GROWING! We 
now offer a 5-day a week option for our 
3 and 4 year olds. Come see what PALS 
is all about!

Please contact PALS Assistant Director 
Melissa Milch-Klein 836-6565 or 
PALS@tbz.org for more information.
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Bruce Corris is President’s 
Award Recipient at 
Congregation Shir Shalom

We Walked Off 
Hunger with Shir 
Shalom

By Pete Simon

It’s not just how much 
volunteer work Bruce Corris 
tackles at Congregation Shir 
Shalom that matters. It’s 
the spirit in which he does 
it that more fully carves out 
his reputation. Corris is so 
well-liked as the “caller” at 
Temple Bingo nights that 
several of the regular players 
bring him cake and cookies. To 
boost attendance at Shabbat 
services, Corris initiated “cook 
offs,” in which congregants 
engage in friendly competition 
for the best homemade kugel, 
chocolate or other food item.

And while Corris, the 
congregation’s Vice President of 
Membership, helps tackle rising 
costs and new expenses, he also 

Amy and Eduardo Heumann have participated in 
Congregation Shir Shalom’s Walk-Off Hunger event 
to benefit the Food Bank for several years. This is 
a photo taken at the 2013 Walk. The Walk was a 
great success, but due to our deadline for August, 
photos of the 2015 Walk Off Hunger will appear in 
the September issue of the Jewish Journal of WNY. 
Yasher Koach to Congregation Shir Shalom for its 
successful event that changes lives! 

stresses activities that are “fun, 
family and free.” Bruce is also as 
member of the Board of Trustees 
and the Mens Group.

Because of those efforts, Corris 
has been presented the annual 
President’s Award by Todd 
Sugarman, the congregation’s 
President. “Bruce Corris is 
everywhere,” Sugarman said. 
“He is always willing to help 
when needed, and he is needed 
often. Bruce is an important 
cog in the wheel that runs this 
congregation.”

Corris, the son of Rella Corris 
and the late Stan Corris, said 
Temple involvement is a family 
tradition. “It’s like home to me,” 
he said. “There are people here 
who I have known for 50 years. 
It’s an important part of my life 
and I care about the Temple.”

Amy and Eduardo Heumann, 2013 Walk-Off Hunger

President 
Todd 
Sugarman 
presents the 
President’s 
Award to 
Bruce Corris 

Temple Beth Tzedek 
Announces Fifth 
Annual Shabbaton 

The Temple Beth Tzedek 
Shabbaton Committee is planning 
the fifth annual Shabbaton, to 
be held at the Asbury Camp and 
Retreat Center in Perry, NY, from 
August 28-30, 2015. 

Cantor Spindler will lead us in prayer, 
and Rabbi Netter will guide us through 
discussions about “The Life Cycle,” 
which is the theme of the weekend.  
We know it will be a very meaningful 
and spiritual experience for all who 
attend. Everyone has the opportunity to 
participate in or lead parts of the services. 
The discussions about the theme are 
always engaging and thought-provoking.

Asbury, located about 75 minutes from 
Temple Beth Tzedek, overlooks Silver 
Lake. Participants can anticipate a very 
peaceful and relaxing weekend. There is 
an in-ground heated pool with a water 
slide, a sand volleyball court, a basketball 
court, and a large athletic field.  There is 
also a wonderful waterfront with activities 
including boating with rowboats, canoes, 
and kayaks. Additionally, there are many 
excellent walking trails.

There will be amazing programming 
for the kids throughout the weekend. 
They will enjoy the pool and the 
waterfront, and they will also be engaging 
in activities related to the theme.

If you are interested, check out  
www.asburyuny.org to see pictures of 
Asbury Camp and Retreat Center. If you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate 
to email shabbaton@btzbuffalo.org or 
call the TBT office at (716)838-3232. 
This event is open to the community.
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A Season of Mussar at 
Congregation Shir Shalom

Congregation Beth Abraham 

Congregation Shir Shalom is 
pleased to announce that we will 
be offering “A Season of Mussar 1” 
led by Evie Weinstein.  A Season of 
Mussar 1 is a 13-Lesson Program 
whose aim is to help individuals 
find balance and strength in key 
inner traits that are essential for 
leading a fulfilling life in worldly 
as well as spiritual matters. 

Ms. Weinstein had served the 
Bureau of Jewish Education since 
2004 as Executive Director before her 
retirement in 2014. Previously she 
served in varying capacities at the 
Bureau during the tenure of Cantor 
Mark Horowitz. Prior to her service at 
the Bureau, Ms. Weinstein served as the 
Assistant Director of Camp Lakeland 
and worked at the Jewish Community 
Center leading its Children’s and Youth 
Services Department. She also taught 
First Grade at Temple Beth Am for 
many years.

Evie began her own interest in 
Mussar when she was approached to 
facilitate a Leadership program for 
Jewish professionals throughout the 
Buffalo Community. She became a 
trained facilitator and has lead several 
Mussar groups in the Buffalo area.  
Evie also continues to work for the 
Mussar Institute as a coordinator of 
Leadership programs in other cities. She 
is currently working with Alan Morinis, 

The middot (values) covered in A Season of Mussar 1 are:

Week 1 10/13/15 Humanity Anavah

Week 3 10/27/15 Anger Ka’as

Week 5 11/10/15 Gratitude Hakarat Ha’tov

Week 7 11/24/15 Trust Bitahon

Week 9 12/8/15 Honor Kavod

Week 11 12/22/15 Alacrity Zerizut

Week 13 1/5/16 Closing Group Session

The class runs from 11:30am to 1:00pm. You are welcome to bring your 
lunch.  Beverages and dessert will be provided. Registration is available through 
Congregation Shir Shalom. The cost is $136 per participant and is open to the 
entire community. To register, or if you have questions, please call Joanne Marquisee, 
Executive Director, at 633-8877.

Dean of the Mussar Institute, writing 
and directing community programs. 
Evie holds a Master’s Degree from the 
University at Buffalo, is married to 
Barry Weinstein, has 2 sons and is the 
proud grandmother of 3.

Every two weeks, a face-to-
face meeting takes place to address 
questions and practices focused 
on the middahof that week, and to 
discuss personal progress, insights 
and issues. Over a 13-week period, 
each participant receives teachings and 
practices focused on a single middah 
(soul-trait). Every lesson also includes 
an optional reading (in Hebrew and 
English) from a traditional Mussar text. 
This reading will be studied with a 
partner (chevruta), one of the learning 
modalities that are structured into the 
course.

Local sculptor David Derner with his bronze menorah, following Erev 
Shabbat services at Congregation Beth Abraham.

Evie Weinstein
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Celebrating Lives and
Preserving Memories for 113 Years

3 Mausoleums  •  6  Historic Veteran Sections
Serving all Faiths  •  Historic Chapel

100 Landscaped Acres  •  Traditional Graves

New Montefiore II section opening 2015

Elmlawn Memorial Park
3939 Delaware, Ave. Kenmore, NY 14217

716-876-8131  www.elmlawncemetery.com

August 6 
Yiddish Literature Class

JCC Sellers Theatre. 10:30 am.  
Free.

August 10
Temple Beth Zion Summer 

Celebration.  
All day. 716-836-6565.

August 9  
TBZ Sisterhood Lox & Laughter.  
Milos, 5877 Main Street. 10:30am.  
$12. Call Bambi Rae at 810-9319.

August 10  
TBZ Summer Celebration.  

Transit Valley Country Club. Different 
events at different times, including golf 

and dinner.  
Call Julie at 836-6565 for information 

or sponsorship. 

August 14
Nickel City Jews Shabbat Service  

@ TBZ. 
805 Delaware Avenue. 6:00 pm. 

August 19
PJ Library & JCC Rein Family Concert 

with Mama Dani.
5:30 pm. Call 68804033 for info or 

tickets.

August 20
JCC Artist Reception for Joann Sloan.   

JCC Holland Building,  
787 Delaware Avenue. 5-7pm.

August 25
Nickel City Jews Food Truck Meet Up. 

Larkin Square. 5:30 pm.   
mabramovich@jfedbflo.com 

August 26
Premier Summer Dinner - UJF 

Campaign.  
Call Randi Morkisz at 716-204-2245 to 

attend.  

September 7
Labor Day observed in the US.

September 13  
Rosh Hashonah 5776 begins at 

sundown.

September 14-15  
Rosh Hashonah observed.

September 20  
JRT Bar/ Bat Mitzvah Celebration.  

Lafayette Hotel.  6:30pm. $125/ person.  
Call 204-2084.

September 21   
UJF Community Kick-Off Dinner.
Hyatt Regency Buffalo.  5:30 pm. 
$100 minimum gift to 2016 UJF 

Campaign + dinner cost.  Call Randi 
Morkisz at 204-2245.

September 22   
Yom Kippur begins at sundown

September 23 
Yom Kippur observed.

Centrally Located • Ample Parking
Tap • Jazz • Ballet • Lyrical • Hip Hop • Kinderclass

New Student Registration:
Thursday, August 6th, 5pm-8pm

ADDITIONAL DATES
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays:

August 11, 12, 13, 18, 19, 20, 25, 26, 27 5pm-8pm
Saturdays: August 8, 15, 22, 29 11am-2pm

3370 Sheridan Dr.
(Corner of Sweet Home Rd. 

Adjacent to Temple Beth Zion-Broder)

716-877-7121
dcdp716.com

darlene ceglia’s
danceproject
DCDP

« «
New Students:Present this ad during the month of August to receiveFREE Registration AND to be entered for a chance to win a $400 Tuition Discount!!!
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“After more than two decades 
serving SELLERS and BUYERS
across WNY, it only gets better!”, says
ANN EDWARDS / Broker-Owner
of REALTY EDGE. “Helping new and 
satisfied, returning clients, through 
the real estate process, makes my job 
exciting and worthwhile.  Navigating 
and negotiating on their behalf in this 
fast paced market, is what I love most. 
Whatever YOUR real estate needs, 
please contact me at 716-864-0777.  
I look forward to helping YOU make  
a smooth transition!”

REALTY EDGE, INC.
4043 Maple Road | Suite 207, Amherst, NY

716.864.0777
Ann@AnnEdwards.com

HEARTLAND HOMES, INC.
525 N. Forest Road | Williamsville, NY

716.626.1919
bergman525@gmail.com

Heartland Homes, WNY’s finest 
custom homes. When you choose
to build with Richard Bergman,
you choose a designer who is 
committed to the science of
building, energy star, renewable 
energy sources, air quality, moisture 
control, building green, aging 
in place, universal design and 
accessibility. With attention to design, 
balance and proportion, Heartland 
Homes will understand your family’s 
needs. In this way,
We Design...We Build...You Inspire.

For more than 30 years, locally owned, 
Forbes Capretto Homes has built over 
3,000 houses and created dozens of 
neighborhoods throughout Western 
New York.  Stacey Spokane, Director 
of Sales at Forbes Capretto Homes, is 
responsible for helping families build 
their dream homes.  She works side by 
side with customers during the entire 
design experience from planning to 
closing.  Her attention to detail insures 
that customers are thrilled with their 
new homes.

FORBES-CAPRETTO HOMES
470 Cayuga Road, Cheektowaga, NY

716-830-3113
sspokane@forbeshomes.com

Having grown up in WNY, and 
working in Real Estate for over 17 
years, Donna Visone offers her 
clients an outstanding level of service. 
Known by her clients and colleagues 
for her positive attitude and ethical 
standards she has the ability to secure 
swift and successful sales. Outside 
of her real estate profession, Donna 
volunteers with let them LOL, a non-
profit humanitarian organization that 
brings clean water to communities in 
Sierra Leone.  Invite Donna to make 
your home buying dreams come true.

REALTY USA
6000 Sheridan Drive | Williamsville, NY

716.634.4200
dvisone@realtyusa.com

Camille Colvin is a true professional 
and an industry leader for over 35 
years. Specializing in all areas of real 
estate, Camille knows and understands 
the inner workings of her trade as a 
top producer with Hunt Real Estate 
for more than 16 years.  She assists 
buyers and sellers to accomplish 
their goals with much success. As 
a community volunteer and life-
long resident of Buffalo, Camille 
believes her successes are due to the 
wonderful people she meets. 
“Best in Customer Satisfaction”

HUNT REAL ESTATE ERA
8780 Sheridan Drive | Williamsville

716.812.0029
camille.colvin@huntrealestate.com

Cindy Fridenberg, broker at Spagna 
Goodman LLC, specializes in Residential 
Real Estate and Property Management.  
Her business philosophy is “one 
transaction at a time”.  Cindy feels 
that having a long term relationship 
with her clients is essential, especially 
with global investors. Being in the real 
estate business for over 25 years, she 
is successful because she knows how 
to close the deal.  Her partnership 
with Gus Uguccioni brings a balance 
of sound investment and long term 
profitability.

SPAGNA GOODMAN
1862 Colvin Boulevard, Tonawanda, NY

716-833-7368
spagnagoodman@hotmail.com

SPAGNA
GOODMAN

L.L.C.
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Kevin Fredenburg is a New York 
State Licensed Real Estate Agent, 
who is an expert at working with 
buyers, sellers and lessees. At Sinatra 
and Company, Kevin assists tenants 
to find their best rental option. 
When ready to graduate or return 
to home ownership, Kevin assists 
buyers and sellers to understand 
the value and special considerations 
of a property. When Kevin is not 
with clients, he enjoys running, and 
is looking forward to participating in 
many friendly competitions.

SINATRA & COMPANY
617 Main Street | Suite 200 | Buffalo, NY

716-220-8468
kfredenburg@sinatraandcompany.com

Doug Cipollone is a small size 
builder but large on satisfaction, who 
knows how to design homes as well as 
how to construct homes.  He uses the 
finest materials and the best trades-
men for each project.  He has as an 
eye for what home buyers demand.  
Cipollone custom homes, since 1990, 
provides the finest in quality work-
manship and service and places the 
needs of the customer above all else,  
even insisting that his clients have his 
personal phone number. 

CIPOLLONE CUSTOM BUILDERS
5545 Kraus Road | Clarence, NY

716.741.4576
dougcip56@yahoo.com

Bruce Biltekoff is a creative, 
independent, real estate broker 
with 35 years of experience. He is 
a member of MLS and a licensed 
HUD broker. Bruce specializes in 
both commercial and residential real 
estate and has extensive hands-
on renovation experience. As an 
independent broker, he can offer 
a flexible commission and personal 
attention. Presently, he is considering 
teaming with another broker or 
adding additional agents to his sales 
team.

BILTEKOFF REALTY
209 Getzville Road | Amherst, NY

716-574-3179
biltekoff@aol.com

BILTEKOFF
REALTY

JoAnne Nover is a consistent top 
producer and an award-winning 
real estate professional, dedicated 
to providing cutting edge service 
and knowledgeable advice.  She is a 
lifelong resident of WNY with over 
20 years’ experience.  Affiliated with 
the #1 real estate office in WNY, she 
specializes in residential, condos, new 
builds and investment properties.  
JoAnne is a member of the National 
Association of Realtors, the NYS 
Association of Realtors and the Buffalo 
Niagara Association of Realtors.

HUNT REAL ESTATE ERA
8780 Sheridan Drive | Williamsville, NY

716.479.2600
joanne.nover@huntrealestate.com

ADVERTISE in Jewish Journal’s affordable, upcoming Special Sections! 

FOR MORE INFO, CALL 972-2250.

SEPTEMBER “Theater & Performing Arts”  “New Year’s Greetings” - Deadline: August 10, 2015

OCTOBER “Harvest Festivals” - Deadline: September 10, 2015

NOVEMBER “Craft Brews & Cocktails” - Deadline: October 10, 2015

DECEMBER “Hanukkah Greetings” “Holiday Shopping Guide”- Deadline: November 10, 2015
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Sheryl Silverberg is a Licensed 
Associate Real Estate Broker, with 
17 years of experience selling real 
estate. She is a mentor to new agents, 
teaching and guiding them as they 
begin their own careers. As a certified 
Senior Real Estate Specialist and 
Accredited Buyer Representative, 
she loves working with first time 
home buyers and seniors who are 
planning to downsize. Sheryl is active 
with the Buffalo Board of Realtors. 
She and her husband, Brett, have two 
grown children.

REALTY USA
6000 Sheridan Drive | Williamsville, NY

716.634.4200   cell: 716.480.2196
ssilverberg@realtyusa.com

 
Bonnie Clement is the #1 
Associate Real Estate Broker for 
HUNT Real Estate ERA*, including 
1,000 sales associates and 38 
offices nationwide from Buffalo 
to Albany and in the State of 
Arizona. She has worked in the 
local community for over 36 years. 
In 2014, Bonnie had her ultimate 
best year ever, working closely 
with clients, selling over 23 million 
in volume and closing 67 houses. 
Bonnie remains a vital and active 
member of the Jewish community.

HUNT REAL ESTATE ERA
5570 Main Street | Williamsville, NY

716.553.8384
bsclement@aol.com

“Selling real estate is a passion”, and 
having Jake Warner, her son, work 
with her is a “bonus”, says Ellen 
Warner. “It’s been a pleasure to watch 
him grow into an excellent agent”. 
Our Pledge: We’ll work together, 
acting as quickly and intelligently as 
possible to maximize your position, 
to negotiate the best possible deal to 
sell or buy your home.  We will keep 
you informed every step of the way 
and have a good time throughout the 
experience.

Gurney Becker & Bourne
560 Delaware Avenue | Buffalo, NY

716.725.1410
ewarner@gurneyrealestate.com

A true testament to Joanne B. 
Shubert’s success is her attention 
to detail, a thorough knowledge 
of the marketplace and her highly 
personalized reliable service.  
Joanne has been involved with real 
estate for over 25 years and a HUNT 
Associate Broker for 14 years. Passion 
for people drives her, selling mostly 
single family homes with a specialty 
in condos, patio homes and town 
homes. Call upon Joanne when you 
are thinking of buying or selling. 
Your happiness is her concern.

HUNT REAL ESTATE ERA
8780 Sheridan Drive | Williamsville, NY

716.866.8505
joanne.shubert@huntrealestate.com

 
Being a mother of 3 grown 
successful children, the office 
manager and licensed associate 
real estate broker for Realty USA 
and being involved in the local 
community, these are what makes 
Western New York my home.  
My goal is to enhance “lives of 
abundance” thru mentoring, coaching 
and guiding people. Whether 
careers in real estate, buying & selling 
property or developing strategies for 
investment in our local market,  
it’s a dream career. 

REALTY USA
6000 Sheridan Drive | Williamsville, NY

716.308.4408
mtreger@realtyusa.com

Anne L. Kader obtained the 
Seniors Real Estate Specialist 
Designation, and currently holds 
a New York State Residential Real 
Estate Appraisal License. I have a 
unique distinction of being the only 
Certified Relocation Professional 
female Appraiser in New York State. 
I am currently a licensed Real Estate 
Associate Broker at Robitaille Real 
Estate.  I bring 34 years as a licensed 
real estate agent/Associate Broker 
and a lifetime of experience.  
I welcome your call to talk.

ROBITAILLE REAL ESTATE
5684 Main Street, Williamsville, NY 14221
Office: 716-633-3226 Cell: 716-830-6366

alkader@aol.com
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2015 Holocaust Resource 
Center of Buffalo 

Arts and Writing Contest Award Winners 

This year’s theme was “How Propaganda can Provoke 
and Prevent Genocide.”  

The 119 works from seven schools showed 
strong research, better quality than in previous years and 

The Handels received the prestigious Toby Ticktin Back Award, named after the 
founder of the Holocaust Resource Center, in recognition of critical leadership 
and visionary support of the Center’s New Generation Initiative (NGI). NGI is 

an initiative that trains and inspires WNY educators to continue the work of teaching 
the lessons of the Holocaust to current and future generations. The Handels are 
instrumental in understanding that vision, and now, making it reality through funding 
teacher conferences and training. NGI was created by HRC board member Andrew 
Beiter. Mr. Beiter is an 8th grade social studies teacher at Springville Middle School, 
Regional Education Coordinator for the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
and Director of the Summer Institute for Human Rights and Genocide Studies.

Richard and Roberta Handel receive 
Holocaust Resource Center of Buffalo’s 

2015 Toby Ticktin Back Award

were presented with certificates and 
cash awards and were photographed by 
Lori Raybold.

The contest is organized by the 
HRC, dedicated to remembering the 
victims of the Holocaust, honoring the 
survivors and teaching the lessons. This 
competition was designed to heighten 

Robert Freeland- Chairman and Vice-President of HRC, Writing Award Winners and Renee Joffe

Best of Show in Art and Writing (l-r) Robert Freeland, Renee Joffe, 
Michelle Zhang (writing) and Chloe Goodlander (art)

(l-r) Roberta Handel, Lori 
Raybold (HRC Secretary), 
Richard Handel and Sharon 
Malek Jacobs (HRC Co-
President.) Photo by Pieter 
Weinrieb. Note: Roberta 
is healing quickly from a 
recent fall. Nothing was 
going to prevent her from 
accepting this inspiring 
award with her husband 
Richard on June 4, 2015.

public awareness and knowledge of 
how propaganda influences society, 
institutions and individuals. The goal 
is that awareness will bring knowledge 
and knowledge will lead to tolerance and 
prevent genocide.

Visit www.facebook.com/hrcob to see 
winning art entries.

creativity.  The award, in 
memory of Mary Deane 
Freeland, an HRC Board 
member, was established 
in 1997.

The Chair, Robert 
Freeland, praised not 
only the student winners, 
but their teachers, 
parents, the planning 
committee and the 
jurors: Lillian Gerstman, 
Naomi Mintzer and 
Cathy Shuman Miller, 
Ronald Wilczek, Marilyn 
Toth and Renee Joffe, 
Chairperson of the 
Boris and Renee Joffe 
Foundation, who also 
sponsored the award.

Recipients of awards 
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The “Hadassah Hanukkah 
Happening” (HHH) will be held 
on Sunday, November 8, 2015 

starting at 11:30 AM at Temple Beth 
Tzedek.  “HHH” offers a pre-Hanukkah 
opportunity for gift shopping from 18 
vendors including local Sisterhoods, a 
children’s art contest, crafts and games, 
PJ Library stories, an exhibit of exquisite 
menorahs and dreidels, latkes, sufganiyot 
and other snacks, used Judaica for sale, 

WANTED—Judaica for Nov 8
Do you know anyone or an Estate that needs to dispose of Used Judaica Objects?  

These items will be sold to raise funds, at Hadassah’s Hanukkah Happening, Sunday Nov. 8, 2015, at Temple Beth Tzedek.
I will pick-up!  Ellen Capell 636-0166 or ecapell@roadrunner.com

Hanukkah Happening
Save The Date!

basket raffles, silent auctions, and more.  
The event will end with a RingMasters 
concert, featuring the bell choir that 
played Hava Nagila in the “Make a Joyful 
Noise” Cantors’ Concert a few years ago.

This event, which is so much more 
than a shopping extravaganza, is being 
held early so it will not conflict with each 
congregation’s or agency’s celebrations 
during Hanukkah. More details will 
follow. 

Buffalo’s only 
Private Car and Wheel Chair Van Valet

GET YOUR LIFE BACK
Tim Stevenson (716) 948-7829  |  timsvalet.com

Reliable Private Valet TransportationADVERTISE 
in the Jewish Journal’s  

Special Section this September:

To advertise in “Theater & Performing Arts,”  
please call 972-2250 by the 10th of August.

Theater & Performing Arts

Hadassah members are looking forward to “Hanukkah Happening”
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By Maxine Seller

so reserve early. Call the JRT office at  
716-204-2084 to book your tickets!

THEN…Mark your calendar again—
for JRT’s opening play of the season.  
Thirteen years ago, in the fall of 2002, the 
Jewish Repertory Theatre presented its first 
production, Chaim Potok’s, The Chosen. 
The play was directed by Saul Elkin and 
performed in a theatre graciously lent, gratis, 
by the Irish Classical Theatre Company. 
Thirteen years later, in the Fall of 2015, the 
JRT will present another work by Chaim 
Potok, My Name is Asher Lev, directed again 
by Saul Elkin, this time in our own Maxine 
and Robert Seller Theatre.

My Name is Asher Lev will open on 
October 22 and run until November 15. 
Like its predecessor, it is a coming of age 
story. A series of special events are planned 
around the play, including a visit by Adena 
Potok, widow of the late Chaim Potok, who 
will speak at the JCC on October 20, then 
speak at the Larkin Square author series 
on October 21. Adena will also be in the 
audience for the opening night performance 
on October 22 and will join the director 
and actors after the show for a “Talk Back”, 
giving audience members the opportunity 
to gain even further insight into the play 
and story.

Other plays in our 2015-2016 Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah season include Bad Jews, February 
4-28 and Compulsion or The House Behind, 
March 31-April 24. Watch for more 
information in the mail or on the JRT web 
site at www.jewishrepertorytheatre.com. 

Jewish Repertory Theatre 
Becomes a Bar/Bat Mitzvah

Celebrate With Us

This fall the Jewish Repertory Theatre 
of Western New York will celebrate 
13 years of bringing high quality, 

award-winning, professional Jewish theatre 
to the WNY community. A local theatre 
focusing on Jewish culture, life, and values 
seemed like a dream when first imagined, 
but  co-founders Saul Elkin and David 
Bunis, business plan in hand, made it 
happen. The JRT is now a project of the 
Jewish Community Center and a well-
established and highly respected member 
of the theatre and arts community of 
Western New York. “The JRT continues 
to bring us much nachas (pride, joy), 
in the form of great reviews, audience 
appreciation, and cultural programming,” 
says Rick Zakalik, Executive Director of 
the JCC. “The more than 35 outstanding 
offerings over the past thirteen years have 
established us as a serious contender for 
top honors in the world of Jewish theatre.”   

As a thriving JRT turns thirteen, there 
is a lot to celebrate. Show your support by 
celebrating with us at our Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
party. Mark your calendar. The Jewish 
Repertory Theatre’s Bar/Bat Mitzvah blast 
will take place on Sunday, September 20 at 
6:30 P.M. at Butterwood Sweet and Savory, 
391 Washington St. in the historic Hotel 
Lafayette. Enjoy dinner, Butterwood’s 
famous desserts, wine, music, party favors,  
a candle lighting ceremony,  and some 
wonderful surprises. The cost is $125 per 
person, but if you book before September 
1, the price is only $118. Space is limited, 

“Buffalo to Key West, 
A Love Affair”

Joanne Sloan will hold her first solo exhibition of original acrylic paintings in the 
Western New York area at the Jewish Community Center, 787 Delaware Avenue 
through Wednesday, August 26, 2015. A reception open to the public will take place 

Thursday, August 20 from 5 to 7 pm.

Titled “Buffalo to Key West, A Love 
Affair,” the show features Keys conch 
cottages shown next to mansard roofed 
Buffalo homes, palm trees next to red 
maples, ocean mangroves side by side with 
Lake Erie sailboats. A reccurring theme is a 
pride of place in both areas, Western New 
York and the Florida Keys.

Her use of bright, bold color serves 
her well in displaying the beauty of each 
location. Painting what she feels connected 
to and loves clearly shows in this exhibition 
of Joanne’s two favorite locations. Painting 
mainly “en plein air” works out perfectly 
for her since she is in town for the summer 
but escapes to the Keys for winter. 

This is a big show, filling the second 
floor Bunis Gallery in the Center with 
over 20 original paintings and also offering 
select framed prints and note cards of 
Sloan’s original works. A percentage of all 
sales go to the Jewish Community Center.

Sloan’s work is well known in the 
Florida Keys where she shows in two 
galleries, Key West Art Center, the oldest 
gallery in Key West and Artists in Paradise, 
located on Big Pine Key, 30 miles north of 
Key West. Her work has been featured in 
Key West area publications; her paintings 
have won numerous awards in the Florida 
Keys, and her works are hanging in homes 
and offices worldwide. She is active in 
the Keys arts scene participating in many 
gallery shows and art auctions.  Sloan is on 
the board of the Florida Keys Council of 
the Arts, and a member of the Key West 
Plein Air Artists, The Studios of Key West, 
Tropic Theater and a volunteer at the Red 
Barn Theater. 

Formerly, Joanne worked at Buffalo 
State College, the Buffalo Philharmonic 
Orchestra and the Buffalo Museum of 
Science in Development and participated 
in Buffalo’s Garden Walk for years. 
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F iguratively and literally, a garden is 
embraced as a symbol of new life 
– of survival, healing and, often, of 

triumph over life change and challenge. 
The J. Milton Zeckhauser International 
Garden is helping trauma survivors who 
have resettled in Buffalo to cultivate the 
dignity and respect and personal victory 
they need to continue their healing 
journey.

A partnership of Jewish Family Service 
of Buffalo & Erie County and Grassroots 
Gardens of Buffalo, and Temple Beth 
Zion, the community healing place 
is located on grounds of Temple Beth 
Zion, just west of the JFS entrance. 
“Our garden is growing wonderfully,” 
Marlene Schillinger, JFS president and 
CEO reports.  “After initial hesitancy 
from our clients, we gave them control 
over plant selection and design and they 
have now become very invested in the 
garden.  We have about five consistent 
client gardeners, as well as more who 
come when they can.”

The idea for community garden to 
support the transition of torture and 
trauma survivors – and other resettled 
refugees -- was seeded when JFS 
partnered with AmeriCorps VISTA to 
build organizational capacity through 
volunteer coordination and resource 
development.  Double and single wood 
frame beds were donated and installed by 
Grassroots Gardens, which was founded 
in 1992 by J. Milton Zeckhauser, who 
was also a past president of Jewish Family 
Service. 

Grassroots Gardens of Buffalo enables 
community-led efforts to revitalize 
the city and enhance quality of life 
through the creation and maintenance of 
community gardens that beautify blocks, 
grow healthy food, and strengthen 
neighborhood spirit. “Other important 
benefits of community gardens include 
education – horticulture, urban 
agriculture, nutrition and health – and 
neighborhood revitalization – building 
civic pride and rebuilding a sense 
of community in some of the city’s 
most disenfranchised neighborhoods,” 
according to www.grassrootsgardens.org.

“At first, our gardeners were very 
concerned about the double beds. 

After a heavy rain the soil became very 
compacted and all the plants in them 
started to die.  So they cut the double 
beds in half,” Schillinger explains.  As 
a result, rosemary, parsley, tomatoes, 
spinach, kale, carrots, broccoli and beans 
are thriving in a total of six 4 x 6 and 
three 2 x 2 beds. “A client from the 
Western New York Center for Survivors 
of Torture came in last month to thank 
us for the garden.  She had been sitting 
alone for 14 months in a shelter and said 
the garden was the first thing she had to 
look forward to.” 

The Western New York Center for 
Survivors of Torture (WNYCST) is 
facilitated by Jewish Family Service in 
partnership with Journey’s End Refugee 
Services, University at Buffalo Family 
Medicine, Jericho Road Ministries, 
Catholic Family Center of Rochester and 
other partners to serve individuals who 
have survived trauma and political and 
state-sponsored torture and who are now 
living in Western New York.  

Compassionate care coordinators 
provide confidential services that promote 
the healing process and help refugees 

and asylum-seekers regain control of 
their lives and achieve self-sufficiency 
through access to trauma assessment and 
documentation, medical care, mental and 
behavioral health care, immigration and 
legal services and social services. The J. 
Milton Zeckhauser International Garden 
is now providing additional self-healing 
support for individuals enrolled in the 
WNYCST and other JFS immigrant and 
refugee programs, which serve Burmese, 
Congolese, and Iraqi neighborhoods. 

“If you would like to make a donation 
we can use gardening tools, and would 
love to have a stand to accommodate six 
to ten bicycles and a garden bench or 
two,” Schillinger says.  “JFS would be 
honored to acknowledge the donation of 
a bike rack or garden bench with a name 
plaque.”

To make a donation, volunteer 
support or for more information about 
the J. Milton Zeckhauser International 
Garden, contact Jewish Family Service of 
Buffalo & Erie County at 716.883.1914 
or generalinfo@jfsbuffalo.org. Visit us 
online at www.jfsbuffalo.org

Jewish Family Service of Buffalo & Erie County 
Dedicates J. Milton Zeckhauser International 

Garden on Temple Beth Zion Grounds

Zeke Zeckhauser

ADVERTISE 
in the Jewish Journal’s  

Special Section in October:

To advertise in “Harvest Festivals”  
please call 972-2250 by the 10th of September.

Harvest Festivals
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By Sarah B. Richheimer 

Leaders and members of Western New York’s Jewish community joined together at 
Kadimah School of Buffalo’s Annual Dinner June 14 to celebrate their connections to 
the State of Israel, while honoring longtime celebrities and supporters Irv and Elaine 

Weinstein.

The annual premiere fundraising event 
for Kadimah School brought together a 
diverse crowd from the Western New York 
community to honor the generosity of 
highly regarded individuals toward local 
Jewish organizations. More than 250 tickets 
were sold to attend the $100-a-plate affair.

Featured speakers for the evening 
included Shimon Mercer-Wood, 
Spokesperson and Consul for Media 
Affairs at the Consulate General of Israel in 
New York, and former WGRZ newscaster 
and longtime Kadimah supporter Rich 
Kellman.

Mercer-Wood, a veteran of the Israeli 

Foreign Ministry who previously served in 
London, Jerusalem and New Delhi, spoke 
of the important connections between 
Israel and the Jewish community in the 
United States, and what we, as a Jewish 
community in Buffalo, can do to ensure 
the continued prosperity of the State of 
Israel. He also shed light on a few common 
misconceptions about Israel, and urged 
that, regardless of political affiliation, we 
should come together as a community and 
a nation to support Israel.

Kellman introduced dinner honorees 
Irv and Elaine Weinstein, who could not 
attend in person, and presented a video 

Kadimah School of Buffalo Annual Dinner 
Rates A Success

Celebrated Israel, Honored Former News Anchor
clip featuring the Weinstein’s deep and 
longstanding ties to the Buffalo Jewish 
community, and particularly their strong 
support for Jewish education. Residing 
in Irvine, Calif., near his children and 
grandchildren, Irv is a retired and highly 
regarded former television journalist who 
anchored WKBW Eyewitness News in 
Buffalo for 34 years. Elaine is a former 
community leader, especially in the field of 
senior housing.

Through the video interview, Irv 
Weinstein spoke about the importance 
of a Jewish education that a school like 
Kadimah helps to foster in a relatively small 
Jewish community like Buffalo. Referring 
to his role as a newscaster and his strong 
Jewish identity, he stressed the vital role 
of journalism in allowing people to learn 
about and never forget events like the 
Holocaust.

Hosted at Temple Beth Tzedek, the 

dinner included cocktails and hors 
d’oeuvres, as guests partook of kosher 
Chilean wine while mingling. Surrounding 
the bar were a number of “Kadimah School 
creations”—hand-painted wooden chairs 
completed by the graduating class, tables of 
Kadimah Lego robotics and stained –glass 
window designs that fifth and sixth graders 
created as part of the Darwin Martin 
House Junior-Docent program. Student 
artwork also adorned the walls.

Attendees subsequently enjoyed a sit-
down Israeli-cuisine dinner, prepared 
by Oded Ravenpour of the Falafel Bar 
restaurant on Sheridan Drive, that was 
supervised under Rabbi Moshe Taub of 
the Vaad HaKashrut. Decadent kosher 
desserts came from Kadimah volunteers 
and Malek’s Bakery in Rochester. Kadimah 
students also gathered to sing Hatikvah 
and presented Hebrew skits to the lively 
crowd.

Besides Kellman and Mercer-Wood and 
the video, guests heard remarks from Head 
of School Einav Symons, Kadimah Board 
of Trustees Co-Presidents Marc W. Brown 
and Jonathan D. Epstein, and Jewish 
Federation of Greater Buffalo President 
Howard Rosenhoch.

YOUR “PERSONAL” 
PERSONAL INJURY LAW FIRM

· Auto Accidents
· Truck Accidents
· Pedestrian Accidents
· Motorcycle Accidents
· Construction Accidents

  · Wrongful Death 
  · Slips, Trips and Falls
  · Dangerous Drugs
  · Defective Products           
  · Medical Malpractice

Download our FREE “Buffalo Car Accident” App 
for your Android or iPhone 

6512 Main Street · Amherst, New York 14221 
Buffalo · South Towns

Phone: (716) 633-5050 · Fax (716) 633-9052
www.gelberoconnell.com

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter
Attorney Advertising
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S. MACKS & ASSOC.

Ca$h for Gold
PAYING WNY’S TOP PRICES

BRING IN YOUR 
NEW, OLD OR 
BROKEN: 
• GOLD 
• SILVER
• PLATINUM 
• COINS 
• WATCHES
• SILVER 
• FLATWARE &  
  SERVING PIECES 
• ETC.

STOP IN OR CALL (716) 983-2202
S. MACKS & ASSOC.

1167 UNION ROAD | WEST SENECA
Just seconds from the Southgate Plaza - across from McDonald’s

Corner of Ebenezer and Union Road, next to Smoker’s Haven

“I brought in what I thought was just a few pieces of junk  
and I walked away with more than $750... I’ll be back!”
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Yad B’Yad August News
By Matthew L. Schwartz, Director

A year ago I moved back to Buffalo, 
NY and started a new adventure as 
the Director of Yad B’Yad! What 

an absolutely incredible year it’s been! 
This year Yad B’Yad saw us joining in 
with Teen Scene as we came together 
to volunteer at the Kevin Guest House 
before watching the Buffalo Sabres play 
hockey. We saw Joseph & the Technicolor 
Dreamcoat at Shea’s with Teen Scene as 
well.

Later, thanks to the efforts of the 
entire community coming together, we 
were also able to see the Jewish acappella 
group, The Maccabeats, live when they 
were hosted at Temple Beth-Tzedek (a day 
we’ll never forget). We made new, lifelong 
friends with students from Hillel of 
Buffalo who have watched football, made 
kosher wings, gone SuperBOWLING, 
and visited the Buffalo Zoo with us.

We went holiday shopping at the 
Boulevard Mall and had an incredible 
musical performance by Sujeet in January. 
The youth groups of Temple Beth Zion 
and Temple Beth Tzedek have hosted 
COOLanu (our new, youth initiative) 
with us; and we’re looking forward to 
having Congregation Shir Shalom host 
our next gathering in the fall. 

We volunteered on Super Sunday, and 
we launched the Buffalo Aspies Adult 
Asperger’s Meetup Group this year as 
well. Most recently, we saw the beauty 
and radiance of our community when we 
had our 3rd Annual Yad B’ Yad Fashion 
Show in May!

We have held Disability Safe Zone 
Trainings for many different groups 
within our community, and have 

provided resources on a regular basis 
to organizations, schools and programs 
throughout Buffalo & Western New 
York.

As our programs expand and grow, I 
am forever thankful to the entire Jewish 
Community for the warm welcome that 
I’ve received: both as an individual, and 
as a Jewish Professional. I am truly moved 
and humbled by the support that you 
have shown me (individually), and Yad 
B’Yad as your community resource for all 
things inclusion. It is truly an honor to 
once again call Buffalo home!

Yad B’Yad is a program of the Bureau 
of Jewish Education that provides 
outreach, advocacy and program support 
to assist people with disabilities in 
achieving full participation in Jewish life 
in Western New York. To join us in our 
programming, to volunteer, please visit 
our website at www.yadbyad.org, find 
us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.
com/yadbyadbuffalo, or contact Matt 
at (716) 204-5380 or matt@bjebuffalo.
org. We look forward to having you!

PAUL J. MICHAELS

Matthew L. Schwartz

ADVERTISE 
in the Jewish Journal’s  

Special Section:

To advertise in “New Year’s Greeting,”  
please call 972-2250 by the 10th of August.

New Year’s Greetings

PRESCHOOL THRU ADULTS
 MUSIC & MOVEMENT (for 3 year olds)
 PRE BALLET I & II (for 4 & 5 year olds)
 BALLET (for 6 year olds and up)
 MODERN * LYRICAL * TAP * JAZZ * HIP HOP *ACRO
 ADULT BALLET (All levels)

Experience the Joy of Dance, Music & Movement at
THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF BALLET     

Est. 1965

MARIS BATTAGLIA, DIRECTOR
CAROL KLOCKE MURPHY, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR

Official School of the American Academy “Nutcracker”

FALL REGISTRATION
CURRENTLY IN PROGRESS
Monday through Saturday 10am to 2 pm

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 6:30-8:00
Classes begin Wednesday, September 9

491 West Klein Road (between North Forest & Hopkins)
FOR A BROCHURE & INFORMATION CALL 688-4774

OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.AAB-BUFFALO.COM
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ADVERTISE 
in Jewish Journal’s affordable, upcoming Special Sections! 

For more info, call 972-2250.

SEPTEMBER “Theater & Performing Arts”  “New Year’s Greetings”      
    - Deadline: August 10, 2015
OCTOBER “Harvest Festivals” - Deadline: September 10, 2015
NOVEMBER “Craft Brews & Cocktails” - Deadline: October 10, 2015
DECEMBER “Hanukkah Greetings” “Holiday Shopping Guide”
    - Deadline: November 10, 2015

By Ethel Melzer,  
Director of Adult Education, BJE

An exciting four-part lecture series 
is coming this fall, co-sponsored 
by the Bureau of Jewish Education 

and the University of Buffalo’s Institute 
of Jewish Thought and Heritage, and will 
feature four distinguished professors from 
the Institute speaking about that age-old 
topic of “Love!”

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks in a recent 
article in the Buffalo Jewish Review wrote 
that: “Love has a history!”  The words 
and meanings of “Eros” – “Agape” – 
“Ahavah” – “Chesed” – “Ru’ut”, and 
even Tevye’s question to his wife, Golde 
in Fiddler on The Roof:  “Golde – Do you 
LOVE me?” are all aspects of love that 
will be examined and explored in the 
lecture series.

Hopefully, we all have been the 
recipient of many different kinds of 
love: G-d’s love; parental love; sibling 
love; romantic love; friend’s love – and 
the giver of our love: to G-d; to our 
neighbor; to the “other;” to our parents; 
to our children; to our friends; to our 
country and to our fellow human beings.  
So, join us in this unique collaboration 
that will study the theme of love.

Professor Marla Segol, Associate 
Professor of Jewish Studies and 
Transnational Studies, will speak on 
Thursday October 29, 2015 at 7:00 PM 
at the JCC on North Forest Road in 
Getzville. Her topic: will be “The Song 
of Songs and The Body Divine.”

Professor Sergey Dolgopolski, the 
Gordon and Gretchen Gross Professor 
of Jewish Studies at the Institute and 

Associate Professor in the Department 
of Comparative Literature, will lecture 
on Sunday November 15, 2015 as the 
keynote speaker at The Global Day of 
Jewish Learning (1:00 pm at the JCC 
on North Forest Road in Getzville). His 
topic will be “A Taste of Talmud – A 
Taste of Love.”

Professor Alex Green, Assistant 

Professor in Jewish Studies and the 
Department of History will speak on 
Tuesday March 15, 2016 at 7:00 PM 
at Weinberg Campus on North Forest 
Road. His subject will be: “Love, Power 
and Wisdom.”

Professor Richard Cohen, Director 
of the Institute of Jewish Thought and 
Heritage and Professor of Philosophy, 

BJE & ITJH Offer An Exploration of  
“Love” In Jewish Thought And Tradition

From top left clockwise: 

Dr. Richard Cohen,  
Dr. Sergey Dolgopolski, 
Dr Alex Green

will present on Monday April 18, 2016 
at 7:00 PM at the JCC on North Forest 
Road in Getzville. His topic will be: 
“Self, Eros and Ethics.”

One of the goals of the Institute 
of Jewish Thought and Heritage and 
to those who support it is to improve 
Jewish cultural life in Buffalo and to 
make Jewish scholarship available to the 
public. After years of preparation, the 
Institute was inaugurated in 2008. It is a 
multidisciplinary research and academic 
degree-granting program focused on 
teaching and scholarship related to the 
contributions of Jewish tradition in the 
development of Western civilization. 
The mission of the IJTH is to foster 
knowledge, inquiry and scholarly 
excellence to better understand all aspects 
of Judaism. A collaboration of the Bureau 
and the Institute, therefore, is a natural 
fit, as both groups have similar goals: 
excellence, scholarship and pluralism, go 
hand in hand with: knowledge, inquiry 
and scholarly excellence.

Course information and other details 
can be found by going online to the Institute 
of Jewish Thought and Heritage’s website:  
jewishstudies.buffalo.edu. To audit 
classes, permission can be obtained by 
contacting one of the listed instructors. 

Attending the lecture series will 
give you a chance to hear and meet 
the excellent faculty who teach at the 
Institute. All four lectures are open to the 
community and can be attended FREE 
OF CHARGE. Light refreshments 
will be served. For more information,  
or to make a reservation to attend, 
please contact Ethel Melzer, Director 
of Adult Education at the Bureau 
of Jewish Education by email  
ethel@bjebuffalo.org or phone  
716-204-5380. 

40% 
DISCOUNT
for all Services

Carpet Cleaning 
Upholstery Cleaning
Drapery Cleaning
Blind Cleaning 
Tile and Grout Cleaning 
Area Rug Cleaning 
Air Duct Cleaning

CALL NOW!
716.332.5907

Offer Expires September 15, 2015
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Wonderful Changes to 
Hebrew High!

By Jill Komm,  
Principal and Executive Director of the Bureau of Jewish Education

going to love it and want to stay for the 
entire year!)

Also, based on feedback from our 
current teens, we are officially changing 
our program name to Hebrew High. We 
are also going to introduce a new system of 
selecting classes, which came from current 
student suggestions. The first night of 
each session will allow the teens to rotate 
among all of the course options, so at the 
conclusion of the evening, they can talk to 
their friends and register for the class that 
they like best. This will also allow parents 
to register their teens over the summer 
while they’re away at camp, and not have 
to stress about which classes to sign up for.

Another wonderful change involves 
our synagogues working together to offer 
a new type of Confirmation experience.  
While students will still meet with their 
Rabbi individually for a portion of the 
program, we will be bringing together all 
confirmation students for the other portion 
of the program to have a collaborative 
learning experience. 

Our last major change will involve the 
curriculum at our school. Beginning this 
fall, every course offered to students will 
include the following six curricular areas: 
Jewish Living, Jewish Text, Jewish History, 
Jewish Values, Israel and Hebrew. This 
means that families can feel confident 
that their teen is receiving a top-notch 
educational experience, regardless of which 
class the teen is enrolled in.

I recently attended the North 
American Association of Community and 
Congregational Hebrew High Schools 
(NAACCHHS) conference and presented 
to the attendees our community’s process 
for change. The overwhelming positive 
feedback from the presentation indicated 
that our program will be used as a model 
for other schools around the country.

Registration material for the 2015-
2016 Hebrew High program will be 
available in August on the BJE’s website: 
www.bjebuffalo.org. Hebrew High is a 
supplemental school for any Jewish teen 
in 8th - 12th grade. If you have questions, 
or would like to chat about our new 
program, please contact Jill Komm at 
jill@bjebuffalo.org, or 716-204-5380.

Since January 2015, a group of 
dedicated board members of the 
Bureau of Jewish Education have 

been working hard to revamp the High 
School of Jewish Studies program. Our 
task force decided to focus on three 
important areas: 1) the structure of our 
program; 2) outreach to the community; 
and 3) curriculum. Before diving in, we 
conducted extensive research of other 
community schools around the country 
to learn about their success and challenges.  
It was decided that our first major change 
would be the location of Hebrew High. 
We have been very fortunate to house our 
school at Temple Beth Zion for the past 
8 years.  However, beginning this fall, we 
will now have our program at the Jewish 
Community Center in Getzville. We are 
excited about the opportunities this will 
bring to our students and families, which 
include future collaboration with the JCC 
in programs and curriculum, as well as the 
wonderful kosher café, which will provide 
our busy teens with nutritious hot meals 
before school.

In March, we held smaller focus groups 
with our current students at Hebrew High 
to hear their thoughts and opinions about 
school. We then designed an online survey 
that was geared towards parents of current 
students, parents of recent graduates, 
parents of future students, and general 
community members interested in Jewish 
education.  We ran the survey for two 
weeks in May and received over 130 
responses. It was uplifting to see so many 
people respond, which let us know that 
Jewish education is still a top priority 
for many people in our community. The 
results of both outreach experiences were 
reviewed by the task force and put into 
consideration for the next steps.

Based on the information collected, 
it was decided that our program would 
switch to a trimester system. This will allow 
teens who have a particularly busy season 
due to sports or other activities to sign 
up for our program during their less busy 
seasons. This will also give teens an option 
to make a smaller time commitment if 
they are unsure about the program being 
a good fit (although we know that once a 
teen experiences our new program, they’re 

Congregation Shir Shalom
OPEN HOUSE

Tuesday, August 4, 2015 • 7:00pm-8:00pm
Please join us for our Open House on Tuesday, August 4, 2015 from 7:00pm to 

8:00pm.  Current and prospective members and their families are welcome. You 
will have the opportunity to meet: 

-Clergy, Rabbi Alex Lazarus Klein and Cantor Sharon Colbert.
-Religious School Director, Hope Bongiorno.
-Religious School Faculty and Staff.
-Executive Director, Joanne Marquisee.
-Parent Council Members.
-Members of the Board of Trustees.

You will have the opportunity to:
-Tour our building and Outdoor Worship Center.
-Hear about highlights of the upcoming year.
-Learn about our Religious School curriculum.
-Preview our new High Holidays prayer book.
-Hear about Adult Education options.
-Learn more about our warm and welcoming community.
-Meet new friends and see old friends!

Refreshments will be served. Please stop by and see what Shir Shalom is all about!  
If you have any questions, please call Joanne Marquisee, Executive Director, at  
633-8877. Follow us on Twitter and facebook. 660 Sheridan Drive, Williamsville, 
New York 14221.  www.ShirShalomBuffalo.org.
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Coming This Fall...Adult Education Classes
At The Jewish Community Center Holland Family Building

Reading Aloud:  
Bringing Short Stories to Life
Experience the fun of reading short 
stories aloud and discussing them in a 
small group. We’ll begin with selected 
authors in Flash Fiction: 72 Very Short 
Stories, 1992 Ed. and continue with 
suggestions from the group. 

10:30am-12:00pm
Oct. 5 – Dec. 14
Facilitator: Elaine Regan
 $25 or $18 w/member discount

Law and Courtroom Drama in 
Classic Films

We will view and discuss classic 
films that explore as a central element, 
courtroom drama and our legal process. 
Films will include: Twelve Angry Men 
(1957), The Caine Mutiny (1954), Inherit 
the Wind (1960), To Kill a Mockingbird 
(1962), Anatomy of a Murder (1959) 
and one other selected by the group. 
Please view the 1957 version of Twelve 
Angry Men prior to the first class. Films 
are available at local libraries, Netflix, 
Amazon and some on YouTube.

1:30pm-3:00pm
Oct. 5 – Nov. 9
Facilitator: Mary Ellen Shaughnessy
$25 or $18 w/member discount

Tuesdays
What’s So Funny About That?
A serious look at laughter.

This group will include an extremely 
serious analysis of laughter. What makes 
us laugh? Why do we laugh and why 
is laughing good for us? We’ll explore 
all kinds of humor. Who’s your favorite 
comedian? Most importantly, do you 
think Woody Allen is funny? And, could 
you love somebody who didn’t like 
Annie Hall? Group members will be 
encouraged to share personal experiences 
and determine topics related to various 
aspects of humor.

10:30am-12:00pm
Nov. 3 – Nov. 24
Facilitator: Andre Toth
$20 or $15 w/member discount

Here is a listing of scheduled classes starting in October. Watch for details next month.  

Western Civ Revisited:  
Homer’s Iliad

Read aloud and discuss the oldest 
piece of Western literature – The Iliad 
by Homer.  Join in the excitement as we 
read about men and the gods and their 
struggles in war, love and family.  We will 
use the Robert Fagles translation.

1:30pm – 3:00 pm
Oct. 6 – Nov. 17
Facilitator: Athalie Joy
$25 or $18 w/member discount

Wednesdays
Current Events

Take part in lively discussions about 
current events on the local, national and 
international scene.

10:30am-12:00pm
 Wednesdays, Oct. 14 – Dec. 23
Facilitator: Keith Elkins
Free and Open to All

Talking about the Arts
Read about and/or attend 

performances in the community, talk 
about them and consider professional 
critical reviews. Enjoy sharing your 
responses to experiences with the arts 
including theatre, film, art, television 
and more, in small group discussions.  

1:30pm-3:00pm
October 7 – November 25
Facilitator:  Howard Wolf
$25 or $18 w/member discount

Thursdays
New Yorker Magazine Discussion 
Group 

Join an informal gathering of people 
interested in discussing the articles, 
poetry, fiction, reviews found weekly in 
the New Yorker.  

10:30am-12:00pm
Oct. 8 - Dec. 17
Facilitators: Peter Gold and Liz Clark
$25 or $18 w/member discount

Be a Restaurant Critic: 
Conversations with Janice Okun

What makes you love or hate a 
restaurant?  Why do we read restaurant 
reviews?  What are the latest restaurant 
trends? This group will discuss these 
questions and more related to the 
experience we all love…eating out. And 
of course, we will try new restaurants and 
share our reactions.

1:30pm-3:00pm 
Oct. 8 – Nov. 12
Facilitator: Janice Okun
$25or  $18 w/member discount

Also, at the Holland Building:

LIGHT AND LUMINOUS: Poems 
Guaranteed to Make you Smile

A Poetry Reading by Susan Nusbaum 
and Ansie Baird

Thursday, October 15th
7:30 pm
Reception Following
Free Event

In conjunction with the Book and 
Arts Fair…
Boléo

Boléo takes a lateral view of the line 
between folk and classical chamber 
music.  Their performances capture this 
timbre or flavor through authenticity of 
style, while casting the music in a new 
light. Boléo performs Tangos, Habaneras 
and Gypsy Dances composed by Astor 
Piazzola, Carlos Gardel and Ignacio 
Cervantes with arrangements by Moshe 
Shulman.

Moshe Shulman, violin, viola and 
bandoneon; Lazara Nelson and Miranda 
Scoma – violin; Katie Weissman – cello

Tuesday, November 17th
7:30 pm
Reception Following
$12/ general, $10/student

For information on any of these groups, contact Sheila Shapiro at  
886-3172 x470, sshapiro@jccbuffalo.org. Groups are limited to 15 participants.  
Pre-registration is encouraged.

Realized optimism was the theme 
of the 2015 Annual Meeting of 
the Jewish Community Center of 

Greater Buffalo held on June 18th at the 
Benderson Family Building, and chaired 
by Joseph Lipsitz. An informative Annual 
Report was distributed that highlighted the 
accomplishments of the JCC over the past 
five years, concentrating on the previous 
twelve months. Growth of program revenue 
is charted in the report and it was evident 
that while both buildings are continuing 
to make progress, the Holland Family 
Building is nearing capacity in both the 
Early Childhood Education department 
and the Kids’ Place after-school program.

An informative President’s Report 
was given by Gretchen Gross, which was 
followed by a forward-looking Executive 
Director’s Report given by Richard 
Zakalik. The JCC’s new Annual Report is 
available upon request or on-line at www.
JCCBuffalo.org. 

Elected to a three-year term were:
- Rabbi Alex Lazarus-Klein 
- Amy Marks Shaevel 
- Janet Desmon 
- Jenn Field 
- Ron Maier
Elected to a one-year term as a new 

member of the board was Richard 
Steinberg.

Officers include Gretchen S. Gross, 
President; Phillip Nobel, Ron Benderson 
and Susan Freed-Oestreicher as Vice-
Presidents; Dale Kadish as Treasurer and 
Laura Sommer as Secretary.

Sheila Shapiro was honored as the 
recipient of the Ralph Kushner Volunteer 
Award. Her work re-establishing a program 
for senior adults at the Holland Family 
Building has been instrumental in bringing 
life to a dormant program. Ms. Shapiro 
was proposed as the recipient by a number 
of individuals and was presented with a 
beautiful bouquet of flowers by some of 
her participants. Information regarding 
these programs can be found on the JCC 
website or in the “Center Connection.”

The meeting ended with some fun 
as the winners of the Ultimate Fantasy 
Raffle were selected. Auditors from Brock, 
Schechter were present as volunteers to 
supervise the drawing. More than $25,000 
was raised which will provide funds for 
new equipment and programs at both 
buildings.

2015 JCC 
Annual Meeting
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Ride for Roswell

Ride for Roswell

Ride for Roswell 

Ride for Roswell

Irv Sultz checking in on 
Ride Day, June 27

Gross Shuman Team members, Gordon 
Gross and Cathy Shuman Miller

Members of the Gross Shuman Ride for Roswell team Schreiber on the Ride to 
Niagara Falls

Barbara Flynn, Ride Founder Mitch Flynn, artist 
Ellen Steinfeld and Ed Steinfeld before the 

starting peloton.  

Cathaleen Curtis, Ride Marshall Mickey Osterreicher 
and Errol Daniels

Kabbalat Shabbat services before the peloton – 
Susan Goldberg Schwartz, Steve Schwartz and 

Cantor Irwin Gelman

Singing in Shabbat included Karen & Howard Wiseman,  
Susan & Steve Schwartz, Irwin Gelman, Amy Goldstein, Bernie Zysman, 
Larry Levin, Mara Koven-Gelman, Noah Koven and Ellen & Ed Steinfeld

Ken Friedman and Amy 
Goldstein

Irwin Gelman, Mara Koven-Gelman and Noah Koven 
prior to the peloton

Susan Schwartz, Karen Wiseman, Howard Wiseman, 
Steven Schwartz

Amy Lipsitz with one of her 
nephews at the UB Ride for 

Roswell ceremonies

Karen & Howard Wiseman crossing the 
Peace Bridge to Canada

Top RFR Fundraisers 
Gordon Gross and Mitch 

Flynn

Retired Roswell 
oncologist Martin 

Brecher in the 
evening’s Celebration 

of Hope parade

Leslie Shuman 
Kramer

Anne Virag (with white scarf) in the UB/Roswell Celebration of 
Hope parade

Gregg and Ruth Lipsitz and their sons Daniel, Joseph, Joseph’s 
wife Shannon, and Max leading their section of the Celebration of 

Hope at UB

Monica Neuwirt in Canada
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Ramadan @ Turkish Cultural Center

JCC Annual Meeting

JCC Annual Meeting 

JCC Annual Meeting

Annual Meeting Chair Joseph Lipsitz 
welcoming the crowd

President Gretchen Gross offered her 
annual report

JCC Executive Director Rick Zakalik 
discussed the state of the JCC- good!

Ralph Kushner (right) presents the Ralph Kushner Service Award 
to Stephanie Shapiro

Charmaine Twarozek receives her 
JCC service award

 Celebrating Stephanie Shapiro Sharon Kostiner, Gretchen Gross, Patricia Simonson, Janet Desmon 
and Charmaine Twarozek

Joseph Lipsitz and David Oestreicher

Past JCC President Bruce Wisbaum and 
Jordan Balsom

Kevin Kulick, Ralph Kushner and Past JCC President Rise Kulick Leonard Freed JCC President Gretchen Gross and Past JCC 
President Gordon Gross

Attending this event were Lana Benatovich, Dr. Irwin Gelman, Mara Gelman, Valerie 
Rosenhoch, Dr. Selcuk Acar , Howard Rosenhoch and Dr. Huseyin Tekin

 Dr. Irwin Gelman speaking at the Iftar dinner 
during Ramadan at the Turkish Cultural 

Center’s event in City Hall

2015 UJF Chairs Steve and Ellen Weiss hosted a thank you event.  
Seen are Randi Morkisz, Julie Dressler Weinberg, Steven Weiss, 

Ellen Weiss and Leslie Shuman Kramer

UJF 2015 Campaign Closing
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Kadimah School 2015 Graduation

JFS Zeckhauser Garden Dedication

JFS Zeckhauser Garden Dedication 

Kadimah School 2015 Graduation

Kadimah School 2015 Graduation

Amy Zeckhauser and supporters of the  
Milton J. Zeckhauser International Garden of JFS

 James Zeckhauser, Margery, Amy  and Judy 
Zeckhauser and Becky Mitchell, wife of James 

Zeckhauser.

 (l. to r.) Marlene Schillinger, JFS President 
and CEO; Ken Rogers, Past-President of 
Temple Beth Zion; Rabbi Adam Scheldt 

and Larry Rubin, Chair, JFS Board

Rabbi Adam Schedlt welcoming all to the garden, 
which is on the grounds of Temple Beth Zion.

About 30 people attended the dedication for the Zeckhauser garden  Mrs. Amy Zeckhauser Kadimah Head of School Einav Symons The girls offering the English prayer

Co-President Marc Brown Marc Brown with  graduates who included Anna Ablove, Miriam Klein, Jordan Richheimer, Evan 
Ruttenberg, Benjamin Sanders, Joshua Schechter, Rachel Truskinovsky

Boys offering the Hebrew prayer

The Ablove family giving their award Evan Ruttenberg Jordan Richheimer receiving the Chazen Democracy 
Award from Mrs. Nancy Green

Rabbi Moshe Taub offering a prayer for the students
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Not TheLastWord
Remembering Judy Chick

By Peter Simon

Nothing escaped Judy Chick’s attention.

When a citizens’ group she and I were deeply involved in won federal approval 
for the long-overdue Ellicott Creek flood control project 30 years ago, we gathered 
hurriedly with other group officers to prepare for television interviews.

Ellicott Creek flooding in 1985.   Driven 
by anger and frustration, more than 500 
persons formed the Concerned Citizens 
for Ellicott Creek Flood Control. They 
became even angrier when they learned 
that their neighborhoods were developed 
with the understanding that a multi-
million dollar flood control project 
would put an end to persistent flooding. 
Instead, the plan stalled year after year 
due to lack of federal funding.

With the emphasis on flooding, few 
took notice of the proposed bike path, 
designed to satisfy a federal requirement 
that public works projects include 

recreational facilities. The group’s message 
to elected officials – including Rep. Jack 
Kemp, then a presidential hopeful -- was 
simple and direct: Get the project built 
quickly and we’ll sing your praises. Fail 
again and we’ll do everything possible to 
run you from office.

Bold statements come easily when 
anger runs high, But riled up citizens 
groups often lose their direction, their 
determination and their sting. That 
never happened in this case because 
Judy took charge and refused to ease 
up. Formally, she was vice president for 
public relations. In fact, she was the 
group’s heart and soul.

Judy spoke almost daily to 
representatives of all five members 
of the local congressional delegation, 
insisting that they stay on top of every 
detail and possible glitch. Her approach 
in those calls included encouragement, 
disappointment, insistence, anger and 
gratitude – whatever was called for at the 
moment.

“Judy, what should I wear?” I asked.
“That navy blue sport coat you always 

wear,” she replied.
By itself, that clipped and long-ago 

exchange is of no consequence. However, 
it is illustrative of the perception, 
confidence and political skills that made 
Judy the driving force behind both the 
flood control project and the highly 
popular, 5.2 mile Ellicott Creek Bike 
Path. Without Judy’s persistence, both of 
them wouldn’t exist.

Like hundreds of other residents of 
Amherst, Judy, who died on July 5, 
suffered heavy damage to her home from 

CURRENT LESSEES WITH A GM LEASE THROUGH ALLY, US BANK
OR GM FINANCIAL RECEIVE $7501  TOWARD THE LEASE

OR PURCHASE OF A NEW 2015 ATS.
USE IT TO GET THESE EXCEPTIONAL OFFERS

Includes Cadillac Premium Care Maintenance For 4 Years or 50,000 Miles2

2015 ATS 2.5L SEDAN STOCK #7500
STANDARD COLLECTION

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASE FOR WELL-QUALIFIED CURRENT GM LESSEES

$269 36 $1909PER
MONTH3

MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING
AFTER ALL OFFERS

Tax, title, license are extra. No security deposit required.
Mileage charge of $.25 per mile over 30,000 miles.

NOW
AS LOW

AS

OR

OR
0%APR6

FOR 60 MONTHS
FOR QUALIFIED BUYERS

FOR CURRENT LESSEES
 $35,125 MSRP4

 $32,738 Dealer Price
 -$2,000 Purchase Allowance
 -$750 Loyalty Allowance
 $29,988 FINAL PRICE5

OVER
45

OTHER ATS
IN STOCK

AT SIMILAR
SAVINGS!

The congressional aides dreaded Judy’s 
calls because she was always one step 
ahead of them, and had gained easy 
access to their bosses – the congressmen 
and senators themselves. Frequently, Judy 
and I talked in great detail about strategy.   
But she seldom came close to following 
our plans because her uncanny, on-the-
spot political instincts were far more 
effective.

A Buffalo News Washington columnist 
called Judy the “citizen activist of the 
year,” saying she played a pivotal role 
on the vote to fund the flood control 
project and the adjacent path – which 
is a beautiful place for her memory to 
live on.

And by the way, Judy, I’ve got a brand 
new navy blue sport coat. But somehow 
you already knew that.

Peter Simon is a retired Buffalo News 
reporter and was president of Concerned 
Citizens for Ellicott Creek Flood Control.  

Peter Simon; (inset) Judy Chick
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Marketplace
To advertise call

an Account Executive today!
972-2250

Largest selection of fine 
lampshades and distinctive 

finials in WNY

Specializing in recovering 
lampshades in our workroom

and lamp repairs

ShadeS Unlimited, inc.

3035 GeNeSee Street
CheektoWaGa, NY 14225
716-896-7393
www.shades-unltd.com

• Name Brand, Natural Products
• Same Team Service

• Fully Insured
716-544-1398

www.GreenCleanTeamWNY.com

“WNY’s Best 
Eco-Friendly 

Cleaning Service”

Ask for the “Summer Switch” Special.
Pay 15% LESS than you currently pay  

with our competitor.

295 Campbell Boulevard
Amherst, NY 14068

716-688-5990 · M-F 10-5 · Sat 10-2
Wallcovering · Custom Treatments · Upholstery ·  Blinds

Ob’s Paper Barn
“It’s Obviously Ob’s - 
We Make it Simple”

Looking 
for a 

? 
Are you looking for companionship 
& romance in the WNY area?

Why not place an ad 
in our Shidduch column!

Once your ad is running in the Shidduch column, 
it will be assigned to a Department #. Anyone wishing 

to respond to your ad will be asked to send a letter 
in the care of your Department # to:

WNY Jewish Journal/Shidduch Column
1738 Elmwood Avenue, Suite 103

Buffalo, NY 14207

Your letters will be forwarded weekly.
Deadline for all ads is the 10th of each month

Your ad can include 
up to 30 words, 
and a full color 
photo if you choose. 

Call Robin today at 
716.783.9119 x2235. 
Each ad is only $18!

Your Complete 
Landscape Company

8600 Roll Road
Clarence Center, NY 14032

716.741.8468 • 716.741.8469

FREE  ESTIMATES

To advertise in the

Call Cindy Oppenheimer at 972-2240, 
Robin Kurss at 972-2235

Or Julie Ann Nagel at 972-2237
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