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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2016
5:30-8:30 PM @ SALVATORE’S ITALIAN GARDENS

6461 TRANSIT RD, DEPEW

Your ultimate 
shopping 

experience 
with cocktails, 

food & fun!

• Jewelry • Accessories • Salon & Beauty • Unique Gifts • Handbags 
• Food • Cocktails • Photo Booth Fun & More!

Plus, enjoy food, red carpet photos and photo booth fun!

Event Sponsors

Tickets on sale September 26th

Call 972-2244 or visit BuffaloSpree.com
$15 in advance | $20 at the door
Includes: Admission, shopping bag and food stations. Cash bar.

Ticket proceeds 
benefit  

Haven House





Generations of Holocaust Survivors including members of  
the Lewy, Stone, Solarz, Weinberg, Kester, Ferber, Danziger  
and Schiller Families in front of the Buffalo Jewish 
Community’s Holocaust Memorial at the JCC/Benderson 
Building in Getzville, NY.  

Editor’s Note On The Cover

November 2016
WHAT’S INSIDE...

Ellen Goldstein, Editor

Thanksgiving is the most noteworthy holiday in November, 
and its popularity engages us all to think about gratitude.  In 
this issue of the Jewish Journal, Rabbi Perry Netter articulates 
beautifully why gratitude is important. “Gratitude is an 
attitude that must be cultivated,” he argues. “How we view 
the events in our lives is a choice,” he concludes. 

 I couldn’t agree more.  Our Twenty First Century American 
society enables us to share so many of the world’s riches so 
much of the time: food, water, warmth and comfort, shelter, 
amusement, fun, family, health.  And only, for instance, when 
any one of these things is taken away by a disaster or tragedy, 
do we stop and appreciate what we had.  

So this month, when perusing the colorful pages of this 
paper, let’s take a moment to express our gratitude for 
members of our community: the beautiful and glorious 
generations of Holocaust Survivors depicted on the cover; 
Howard Rosenhoch’s leadership as Buffalo Jewish Federation 
President; the Eagles’ Wings Christian Community who 
celebrate Israel so wholeheartedly; the members of our 
community shown on pages 10 and 11 who attended the 
Federation Campaign Kick-Off event; the young leaders of 
Nickel City Jews who are stepping up to take their place in 
the Jewish Community; Robin Kurss and her exquisite recipes 
for body and soul each and every month; our synagogues, 
agencies, and our children.  

We will survive the 2016 presidential election in this 
great nation which values democracy, the US Constitution, 
and the right to speak freely and practice our religion 
proudly. And then we can celebrate Thanksgiving and say a 
“shehecheyanu” for arriving at this moment in time, warts, 
faults and all, a Jewish community living in a safe and free 
country – growing, thriving and remembering all those people 

and things for which we 
are grateful. Including 
pumpkin pie.  

Ellen Goldstein - Editor
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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  C O L U M N

WE WANT YOU!!!  
No, this is not a military recruiting call.  Rather, 

it’s a loud and hopefully compelling invitation 
to you, Buffalo Jewish Federation’s members, to 
attend our Annual Meeting on November 3 at 
7 pm in the beautiful Center for the Arts on the 
University at Buffalo North Campus.

At this year’s Annual Meeting we will celebrate 
those organizations that provide a rich Jewish life 
on Buffalo’s college campuses. You will have the 
opportunity to wander through a veritable Shuk, or 
marketplace, at which each campus organization 
will “sell” its Buffalo Jewish campus offerings.  The 
many flavors of college Jewish life presented in 
the shuk will include Hillel of Buffalo, which serves 
as the umbrella for Jewish life on campus; the 
Department of Jewish Thought, which offers formal 
undergraduate and graduate level courses and has 
recently been elevated from a UB Institute to a fully-
fledged degree granting Department; Chabad and 
Aish HaTorah which engage Jewish students from a 
more traditional and observant standpoint; Jewish 
Law students; and UB for Israel which, founded as 
a response to growing on-campus bias against the 

Jewish State, consistently focuses 
on the democratic, egalitarian 
and human rights aspects of the 
modern State of Israel.  While you 
wander the shuk, make sure to 
enjoy the live music and dessert 
and coffee.

Eric Fingerhut, President and 
CEO of Hillel International, will be 
delivering the keynote address at 
the Annual Meeting.  Connecting 
with students at more than 550 
colleges and universities across 
North America and around the 
globe, and inspiring and training 
them to become leaders and build 
their own communities, Hillel 
International is the largest Jewish 
campus organization in the world.  
Before assuming leadership of 
Hillel International, Eric was 
already accomplished in the 
worlds of politics and education.  
Eric served as Member of the US 
Congress representing Ohio’s 
19th District before serving in the 
Ohio state legislature as Senator.  
Eric then led Ohio’s system of 
public universities and colleges 
as Chancellor of the Ohio Board 
of Regents.   

With Eric’s visit to Buffalo, 
we will celebrate the critical 
partnership among Hillel 
International and local campus 
organizations in revitalizing 
Jewish campus life here in Buffalo 
and around the world.  At the same 
time, the Annual Meeting will 
be the occasion for announcing 
significant new developments in 

and support for Buffalo Jewish campus 
life and Hillel of Buffalo in particular.  
Stay tuned, and make sure you join us at 
the Annual Meeting for these important 
events.

Succession planning is a key to 
good governance and the continuing 
strength of any organization.  Buffalo 
Jewish Federation is no exception.  
We are indebted to Immediate Past 
President David Desmon for chairing our 
Nominating Committee which chose a 
terrific slate of nominees to serve on our 
Board of Governors. You will be asked to 
vote on the slate at the Annual Meeting.  
The nominating process this year included 
a hard look at the demographics of our 
current Board of Governors.  What we 
learned is that we are a board whose men, 
particularly in the 50 to 70 age bracket, 
far outnumber the women and younger 
leaders serving on the board.  With a focus 
on beginning to correct that imbalance 
and further diversify our board, we asked 
six highly qualified women representing a 
variety of ages and backgrounds to stand 
for election as Governors this year.  They 
include: Hadar Borden - Employed at 
UB as Program Director of Blackstone, 
Member of Federation’s Campus Jewish 
Life Task Force and Leadership Think Tank, 
and former TBZ board member. Marjorie 
Godin Bryen - Runs family business, Hard 
Manufacturing in Buffalo, and is playing a 
key role in the development of Federation’s 
Made in Buffalo program which debut’s 
next April. Sariti Zyskind Kaganoff - 
Manages family nursing home business, 
and is involved at both Kehillat Ohr Tzion 
and Jewish Discovery Center. Nina Lukin 
- Consults as a strategic business planner, 
serves on Federation’s Strategic Planning 
Work Team, active in the PJ Library 
program, and was just awarded the Frank 

Howard Rosenhoch 
President, Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo
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Fellowship by Jewish Council of Public 
Affairs to receive intensive leadership 
training in the community relations arena.  
Sheri Rodman - Director of Data and 
Operations for America Achieves, Co-Chair 
of Nickel City Jews, and Board Member 
for the Bureau of Jewish Education.  
Cheryl Stein - Self-employed attorney, 
immediate Past President of Kehillat 
Ohr Tzion, participated in the Women’s 
Menorah Mission in 2004, and participant 
in the “Lead with Jewish Values” Mussar 
program this past year. In addition to 
these six talented women who will add 
vibrancy and diversity to our Board, we 
are re-nominating Jim Kramer, Andrew 
Isenberg and Gil Wolfe.  Each has served 
with distinction the past three years and 
is eligible for election to a second term.  I 
urge you to vote in favor of this slate of 
accomplished leaders.

Congratulations to Jonathan Epstein 
and Sheri Rodman, respectively, for being 
named the Dr. Meyer and Ann Riwchun 
and Dr. Milton and Ruth Kahn Young 
Leadership Award winners. Jonathan 
serves as President of Kadimah Academy, 
and Sheri, one of our candidates for Board 
of Governors, as Co-Chair of Nickel City 
Jews. Sheri will be among at least 33 
Buffalo delegates attending this year’s 
General Assembly of the Jewish Federations 
of North America in Washington, D.C.   
When we gather for Federation’s Annual 
Meeting, let’s celebrate Jonathan’s and 
Sheri’s accomplishments as well as 
their potential for future service, vote 
in a group of dynamic new Federation 
Board members, and join with Hillel 
International’s Eric Fingerhut as we 
secure the rebounding of Jewish Campus 
life in Buffalo. I look forward to seeing you 
all November 3rd. 

Celebrate Jewish Buffalo!
Come to the 113th Annual Meeting of the Buffalo Jewish Federation

Thursday, November 3 at 7:00 PM
In the Atrium of the UB Center for the Arts 

University at Buffalo North Campus, Amherst, New York

RSVP by October 26. Call Joan Kwiatkowski at 204-2242, email jkwiatkowski@jfedbflo.com or register online at www.jfedbflo.com
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Buffalo Jewish Federation’s  
113th Annual Meeting to feature  
Young Leadership Awards to Sheri 
Rodman and Jonathan Epstein

O ver 4 0  y ears servic ing B u ffal o,  Niagara F al l s &  C anad a

LIBERTY
YELLOW

716-877-7111

Buffalo’s Largest 
Taxi Company

PREPAID GIFT CARDS
c an b e u sed  at any  tim e

• Doctor Visits

• Theaters

• Sporting Events

Give y ou r p arents th e gift of ind ep end enc e

Libcomm LibertyYellowCab

www.libertycab.com

Celebrate Jewish Buffalo!
Come to the 113th  

Annual Meeting of the Buffalo Jewish Federation

Thursday, November 3 at 7:00 PM
In the Atrium of the UB Center for the Arts

Enter at Entrance off Millersport Highway
University at Buffalo North Campus, Amherst, New York

Meet Guest Speaker Eric Fingerhut
President and CEO of Hillel International

As we focus on Jewish Life on Campus

Ruth and Milton Kahn & Ann and Meyer Riwchun 
Young Leadership Award Recipients

 Sheri Rodman    Jonathan Epstein

This program is free. 
Free Valet Parking.

RSVP by October 26. Call Joan Kwiatkowski at 204-2242 or email  
jkwiatkowski@jfedbflo.com.  You can also register online at www.jfedbflo.com

Eric Fingerhut

The Buffalo Jewish Federation’s 113th Annual Meeting, will take place this 
year at the UB Center for the Arts atrium on the UB North Campus Thursday, 
November 3, at 7:00 p.m., and FREE valet parking is available. The program will 
feature an address by Hillel International’s CEO, Eric Fingerhut.  The Dr. Milton 
and Ruth H. Kahn Young Leadership Award will be presented to Sheri Rodman, 
and Jonathan Epstein will receive the Dr. Meyer and Ann S. Riwchun Award. 

Newspaper Publishers Association 
Distinguished Community Service 
Award of Excellence, the National 
Association of Consumer Attorneys 
Annual Print Journalism Award, 
the National Press Foundation 
Fellowship, and the American Bankers 
Association Fellowship with the 
Stonier Graduate School of Banking.  
He is a member of the Society of 
Professional Journalists, the Society 
of American Business Editors & 
Writers, and the Investigative 
Reporters & Editors.  

In the Jewish community, Jonathan 

In addition, Federation President Howard 
Rosenhoch will give a brief president’s report, 
and officers will also be elected. The event 
starts at 7:00 p.m. with dessert and coffee, 
followed by a 7:45 p.m. meeting. 

Sheri Rodman is the Director of Data and 
Operations for the Educator Voice Fellowship 
at New York City-based America Achieves. 
She has held several leadership positions for 
America Achieves, and was the Washington, 
D.C. Policy Program Lead for Teach Plus. She 
was internship coordinator for Oranim, and a 
counselor for Birthright Israel. Sheri began her 
career in education in 2007 as a high school 
math teacher in Washington, D.C. While 
teaching, Sheri served as a teacher leader in 
her school by heading the math department, 
founding an international club for students, 
and founding a faculty community committee 
for colleagues.

Sheri is currently Nickel City Jews Co-Chair 
and serves on the Board of the Bureau of 
Jewish Education. A Buffalo native, she is a 
graduate of Williamsville North High School 
and the University of Michigan, where she 
majored in Judaic Studies and Economics, and 
received a Master’s Degree in Education from 
American University.  She and her husband, 
Daniel, a software engineer at UB’s Research 
Foundation, live in Amherst.  

 Jonathan D. Epstein is a financial reporter 
for The Buffalo News, where he has worked 
since 2004, and currently, due to Buffalo’s 
renaissance, is focusing his coverage on real 
estate and development. While at The News, 
he co-wrote an award-winning series on the 
high cost of being poor, which led to New 
York State Assembly hearings and proposed 
legislation. Before reporting for The News, 
he was a reporter for the News Journal in 
Wilmington, Delaware, and has also written 
for Treasury and Risk Management, American 
Banker, Columbia News Service, Bronx Beat and 
the Gannett News Service.

Jonathan Epstein has received several 
awards from the NTS Associated Press 
Association Annual Contest, the New York 

Sheri Rodman

Jonathan D. Epstein



November 2016 | www.jfedbflo.com   5

C O M M U N I T Y

* All of HUNT Real Estate ERA Gross Closed Commission and #1 total Units Buffalo / Niagara Region 2013.* All of HUNT Real Estate ERA Gross Closed Commission and #1 total Units Buffalo / Niagara Region 2013.

716.553.8384
bsclement@aol.com

BONNIE CLEMENT

Beth Joseph, Bari Spokane, Bonnie Clement, Sheryl Martin

Broker for HUNT Real 
Estate ERA,* which includes 
1,100 sales associates and 
38 offices nationwide from 
Buffalo to Albany and the 
State of Arizona

#1
HUNT Real Estate ERA 
congratulates Bonnie 
on her remarkable, 

2013, 2014, 
2015!!!

5820 Main Street, Suite 311  |  Caldwell Building  |  Williamsville, NY 14221
P- 716.204.1297  |  F- 716.204.2260

jeweler@barbaraoliverandco.com

Barbara L. Oliver 
Graduate Gemologist - GIA

“A Trusted Jeweler is Worth Her Weight in Gold.”

Hillel International’s Eric Fingerhut to  
Keynote Federation’s 113th Annual Meeting

Hillel International’s President and CEO 
Eric Fingerhut will speak to the community 
at the Buffalo Jewish Federation’s 113th 
Annual Meeting Thursday, November 3rd 
at UB’s Center for the Arts. His topic will be 
“Building Jewish Communities on Campus 
in 2016 and What They Mean for the Future 
of the Jewish People.” The focus of the 
Annual Meeting will be “Jewish Life on 
Campus,” with shuks and representatives 
from these Jewish student organization at 
the UB campus: Hillel. Chabad, AEPi, UB for 
Israel, Aish HaTorah, the UB Department of 
Jewish Thought and Jewish Law Students.  
Attendees will have the opportunity to meet 
people from the student organizations and 
learn about what’s happening on campus 
today.  

UB students Logan Woodard ’16 and Ilana 
Slifstein ’18 will chair the Annual Meeting in an 
effort to bring the spirit of the Campus to Buffalo 
Jewish Federation members.  Both students have 
been involved with Hillel during their time at 
UB and have traveled with Federation leaders 
to the AIPAC Conference in Washington.  They 
both are very enthusiastic about partnering with 
Federation for this program.  

On November 3, dessert & coffee will begin 
the event at 7:00pm. The Young Leadership 
Award ceremony and business meeting of the 
Buffalo Jewish Federation begin at 7:45.  

New Governors nominated to the Buffalo 
Jewish Federation Board are Hadar Borden, 
Marjorie Bryen, Sariti Kaganoff, Nina Lukin, 
Sheri Rodman, and Cheryl Stein. Governors 
nominated for a second tree-year term are 

Andrew Isenberg, James 
Kramer and Gil Wolfe.  

The slate of officers is as 
follows: President-Steven 
J. Weiss, Vice President-
Andrew Shaevel, Vice 
President- Blaine Schwartz, 
Treasurer- Sheldon Yellen, 
Secretary- Kim Yonaty, and 
Immediate Past President- 
Howard Rosenhoch. The new 
Governors and Officers will 
be elected that evening.  

You may RSVP to the 
meeting at jkwiatkowski@
jfedbflo.com or call Joan 
Kwiatkowski at 716-204-
2242. Free valet parking is 
available.  

Eric Fingerhut

Epstein has served as president of 
Kadimah Academy- three of those as 
co-president. A member of Temple Beth 
Tzedek with his wife, Judith Gendler 
Epstein, he has served as Brotherhood 
president for five years, and served the 
Temple Board as Secretary, Treasurer, 
Vice President and publicity chair. The 
Epsteins were honored by Beth Tzedek 
with its Keter Torah Award in 2012. Before 
moving to Buffalo in 2004, he was a board 
member of the University of Delaware 
Hillel for three years, and president of 
Young Jewish Adults of Delaware.    

A native of Niskayuna, NY, Epstein is 
a graduate of Niskayuna High School, 
where he was a member of the National 
Honor Society, and of the University of 
Rochester, where he earned his diploma 
magna cum laude, and was a member of 
its Phi Beta Kappa chapter. He received 
his Master’s degree from Columbia 
University Graduate School of Journalism.

The Epsteins live in Williamsville and 
are the parents of two children, who 
attend Kadimah. Judith Epstein is also a 
Kadimah alumna.

Coming to the Federation Annual Meeting?  
Bring a book to donate to a child 3-8 years of age through the Buffalo 
Jewish Coalition for Literacy or a Price Rite or Tops Gift Card for new 

refugee families through Jewish Family Service. 
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Ambassador Dayan to Speak Nov. 20 
@ Eagles’ Wings Event

Buffalo Celebrates Israel! was initiated under the 
oversight of Rev. Dr. Robert Stearns, founder and 
Executive Director of Eagles’ Wings and is a gathering 
of Jews and Christians from across a region for a 
powerful night of solidarity with the Jewish people, 
and a wonderful celebration of the nation of Israel! 
Israel is facing many challenges in the world right 
now, and this event provides an opportunity for 
the community of faith in a city or region to join 
together to declare love and support for Israel and 
the Jewish People. The evening is free and open to 
the public. Eagles’ Wings has facilitated these types 

of events in cities around the 
nation including: Nashville, 
TN; Newark, NJ; Rochester, 
NY; Buffalo, NY; Ft. Myers, FL; 
and Anaheim, CA. 

Buffalo Celebrates Israel!
Sunday, November 20, 2016

The Tabernacle, Orchard Park,  6pm
SPECIAL GUEST: Ambassador Dani Dayan,  

Consul General of Israel in New York

Ambassador Dani Dayan
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Ethical Wills: Creating a Legacy of Love and Values

With Amy Hirshberg Lederman
Award-winning , nationally syndicated  
Jewish educator and attorney

Thursday, November 10
7:30 PM  $10
Congregation Shir Shalom

To register for the program, call 204-2241. 
For more information, contact Randi Morkisz  
rmorkisz@jfedbflo.com or 204-2245.  

NEW! Introducing PJ Our Way

The Buffalo Jewish Federation is 
again proud to partner with the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation to bring you 
PJ Our Way™, a new chapter of PJ 
Library for kids ages 9-11. Parents 
and grandparents are invited to enroll 
now, and as an added bonus, former PJ 
Library members can sign up as early 
as age 8 1/2!

PJ Our Way offers
Monthly Choice: every month, your 

child or grandchild chooses a free book 
from a selection of high-quality titles with 
Jewish themes. That’s 12 books a year!
• Creative Outlet and Leadership 

Opportunities: Kids can write reviews, 
post blog comments, and share ideas 
on the PJ Our Way website.

• A Safe Website: The PJ Our Way 
website is a safe place for kids.  All 
content on the website is moderated by 
PJ educators.  

• PJ Our Way also offers online parent 
guides for every PJ Our Way selection 
to help you and your child make the 
right book choices for your family.  

SIGNING UP IS EASY! 
Go to www.pjourway.org.

The newest Chapter of PJ Library for Kids ages 9-11!

If you have questions, need information 
about PJ Library or PJ Our Way, or if you 
would like to be involved in helping plan 
PJ Our Way activities in the community, 
contact Mandy Weiss, PJ Library/
PJ Our Way Director at the Buffalo 
Jewish Federation. You can reach her at 
mweiss@jfedbflo.com or 716-241-4221.  

EDUCATION SERIES

Small Law Firm
1904 Liberty Building
Buffalo, NY 14202
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Bonnie Clement - Finding a Home in WNY.  
Making a Home in Jewish Buffalo!

By Ellen Goldstein

Enthusiasm! That is the one word 
I would choose above all others to 
describe Bonnie Clement. She is 
incredibly enthusiastic about her 
career as an Associate Real Estate 
Broker with Hunt ERA. She is wildly 
enthusiastic about the Buffalo 
Jewish Community, to which she has 
devoted time and resources, and she is 
extraordinarily enthusiastic about her 
family, whom she loves dearly. “My 
mother said you can be anything you 
want, if you want to!  I’ve lived my life 
by that advice,” Bonnie explained.   

Bonnie is a stellar Real Estate Broker, 
currently with Hunt Real Estate. She 
has been a real estate professional for 
38 years. She began her professional 
career as an elementary school teacher, 
switching after 10 years to real estate.  
Bonnie has been in the real estate 
business since 1978, when she came to 
Buffalo with husband, Bernie Clement, 
from Pittsburgh, where she was born and 
raised. She is very proud to be Hunt Real 
Estate’s top Western New York broker 
since 2010 – the Ultimate Achievement 
award from the 8th largest real estate 
company in the United States and the 
#1 Company in New York State. Prior 
to that, she was the #1 Agent at Realty 
USA for 12 years. And, she says, she 
could have only achieved this success 
because “Sheryl Martin is my right arm. 
We’ve been together for 17 years, which 
I know has added greatly to my success,” 
Mrs. Clement says of Sheryl Martin, her 
assistant at Hunt.  

In the general Buffalo Community, 
Bonnie was a member of the Roswell 
Park Cancer Institute’s Alliance Board 
from 1998- 2005 and served on many of 
its committees. She has received its Kevin 
Guest House Award in 2000 for “a heart 
of Compassion,” and the Community 
Service Award in 2004 from Realty USA.

In the Jewish Community, Bonnie has 
been extremely involved in Women’s 
Philanthropies for Jewish Federation.  
She has co-chaired the Lion of Judah 
(LOJ) Division for Women’s Campaign for 
many years of Buffalo’s Annual United 
Jewish Fund Campaign. Her leadership 

portfolio includes Chairmanship of the 
1986, 2003 and 2004 Women’s Divisions 
of the UJF Campaign. She is a past member 
of Federation’s Board of Governors and 
its Executive committee and served in 
both those capacities for several years.  
Mrs. Clement made arrangements several 
years ago to endow her LOJ gift through a 
bequest in her will.  

Her impact on the local Jewish 
community, in Israel and abroad can be 
felt in many ways. Any way you put it, 
Bonnie is a leader! She is the first one to 
stand up and travel, donate, find a place 
at her table, and seek to solve a problem.  
She co-chaired the first two Women’s 
Missions to Israel in 2004 and 2008. She 
and her late husband, Bernie Clement, 
co-led with Terri and Jerry Kasimov a 
1986 Couples Mission to Israel from 
Buffalo. She has traveled to Azerbaijan, 
Argentina, and Israel on National UJC 
missions. 

She has been to Israel seven times 
and I was fortunate enough to be one 
of the 60 women travelers on the 2008 
Mission Bonnie co-chaired with Denise 
Balsom. From the top of Israel at the 
Lebanon border to the top of Masada, 
and everywhere in between, Bonnie’s 
good nature, enthusiasm, kindness to 
all with whom she comes into contact, 
engaging inclusiveness, delightful sense 
of adventure and fun, and passionate 
love for the Jewish People and those who 
promote Jewish life is infectious and a 
blessing.  Bonnie kept us on schedule and 
all cheerful despite the rain, the situation 

in late 2008 in Israel, my lost purse 
and passport, and 60 women’s different 
points of view.  

She was a recipient of the national 
2012 Kipnis-Wilson/Friedland Award of 
United Jewish Communities’ National 
Women’s Philanthropy Program, as well 
as the coveted local Ruth & Milton Kahn 

Lion of Judah Conference delegation in 
September.  It was wonderful to see former 
Secretary of State Madeline Albright 
wearing her Lion of Judah Pin, and all 
of us Buffalo Gals were wearing ours. We 
were so proud. Also, I will never forget 
when a group of us went to Washington, 
D.C. in December 1987 as part of the 

Young Women’s Leadership Award in 
1986.  She has served as a board member 
for the Jewish Community Center of 
Buffalo as well as a member of its Film 
Festival Committee. She also sat on the 
Board of Buffalo’s Foundation for Jewish 
Philanthropies.  

When asked what she is most proud 
of, Bonnie answers with no hesitation.  
“I am most proud of my commitment 
to the Jewish community. When you 
give a little, you get it back. What the 
Jewish community has given to me is 
immeasurable, and this is where my 
success has been,” she said. “From 
the first Federation meeting I went to 
where I heard Gerda Klein speak at the 
Barzman’s home so many years ago and 
JoAnn Nover asked me to give $18, I 
have NEVER looked back. The Jewish 
Community matters so much to me!” She 
continued.   

“I love being Jewish. For me it’s about 
being a committed Jew. And 100% about 
giving back. I was part of Buffalo’s 

Freedom March for Soviet Jewry,” she 
said. Bonnie took her daughter, Stacey, 
as part of the large Buffalo delegation 
who traveled to the Capital that day. “We 
were part of the hundreds of thousands 
of people demonstrating for freedom for 
Soviet Jews. And the Soviet gates opened.  
We were part of that story, which I will 
always remember.” 

Bonnie talked about another amazing 
day –this one again spent with the Jewish 
Federation women, going to Chautauqua 
and meeting Elie Wiesel. “Wiesel was 
sitting in the closed off private area of 
the Athenaeum Hotel at a luncheon. I 
whispered “I love you” to him. He came 
over to where a group of us were standing 
and took a photo with us.”  

And finally, Bonnie is grateful for 
the life she had with her late husband, 
Bernie Clement, and the life she now 
shares with Michael Kahn, that she has 
also been fortunate enough to have her 
children Stacey Spokane and Bryan & 
Bari Spokane and grandchildren live here.  

Bonnie Clement

Elie Weisel and Bonnie Clement
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KENNY CARPETS AND FLOORS

www.kennycarpets.com

REMEMBER ... 
DO THE KENNY!

HOURS: M-F 10-9, SAT 10-5, SUN 12-5

FREE SHOP AT HOME SERVICE
PAY NO INTEREST UNTIL 2017*

1.  WNYs largest volume �ooring chain, our selection is 
overwhelming, our volume saves you lots of money. 

2.  Serving WNY since 1960, no one has our experience 
in installing carpet and �oors.

3.  Our sta� averages 19 years of experience - no one will 
serve you better.

4.  We stock more carpet, wood, laminate, and vinyl than 
any store. Buy today, Install Tomorrow.

5.  Our prices are signi�cantly lower than any Outlet, 
Home Center or Store. Ask about our low price 
guarantee!!

TOP 5 REASONS YOU MUST 
COME TO KENNY CARPETS:

7600 Transit Rd. (Opposite Eastern Hills Mall) 631-0028
3240 Transit Rd. (at Seneca Creek) 656-0426

2995 Sheridan Dr. (at Niagara Falls Blvd. next to Northtown Plaza) 836-8100

Experts to Address  
Issues of Delegitimization 
of Israel November 15

Nearly a dozen Buffalo Jewish organizations and synagogues have come 
together to present a special discussion on Israel. “The Delegitimization of 
Israel: Who is the Real Target?” will be held Tuesday, November 15th at 7 pm 
at Congregation Shir Shalom, 4660 Sheridan Drive.  

Work. Mr. Kleinman is a past president of 
the Jewish Communal Service Association of 
North America and World Council of Jewish 
Communal Service. He serves on the Advisory 
Board of Rutgers University’s Center on 
Non-Profit Governance and Management, 
the New Jersey-Israel Commission, and the 
Touro College Graduate School of Social 
Work. Mr. Kleiman also did doctoral work in 
history at the University at Buffalo.

The program is free and open to the entire 
community. Cosponsors of this program 
include Temple Beth Tzedek, Congregation 
Shir Shalom, Temple Beth Zion, Hillel of 
Buffalo, Buffalo Hadassah, University at 
Buffalo for Israel (UBI), Young Israel, Jewish 
Discovery Center, Kehillat Ohr Tzion and 
the Buffalo Jewish Federation.

Andrew  Cohen, an expert in Israel 
education and advocacy on campus 
who serves as the Israel Education 
Coordinator for Hillel International, 
will moderate the panel featuring 
Tammi Rossman-Benjamin, the 
cofounder and director of the 
AMCHA Initiative, a nonprofit that 
combats anti-Semitism on college 
campuses across the US, and Max 
Kleiman, former CEO of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater MetroWest NJ. 
Both panelists will address issues 
of delegitimization on campus, in 
state legislature and throughout the 
North America.

In addition to her leadership 
of AMCHA, Tammi Rossman-
Benjamin is Lecturer in Hebrew and 
Jewish Studies at the University of 
California Santa Cruz. She is also 
President and co-founder of the 
Investigative Taskforce on Campus 
Antisemitism, and a member of the 
board of directors of Scholars for 
Peace in the Middle East. She writes 
and lectures widely on campus 
anti-Semitism, anti-Zionism, and 
academic freedom. 

Since his retirement as Federation 
CEO of Metrowest, Max Kleinman 
now serves a senior consultant 
with Jewish Federations of North 
America and Associate Professor at 
Rutgers Graduate School of Social 

Andrew  CohenMax Kleiman Tammi Rossman-Benjamin
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More than 500 people attended The 

Kick-Off Event for The 2017 Campaign 
for Jewish Buffalo. Dinner Chairs 
Ellen Rich and Eric Snitzer, along with 
Co-Chairs Kim & Stephen Yonaty were 
enthused by the evening’s new format 
and strong participation from a diverse 
cross section of the community.  Keynote 
Speaker Marlee Matlin wowed members 
of the audience with her grace, humor 
and love of the Jewish community, 
presented through her translator Jack 
Jason. Campaign Chair Leslie Shuman 
Kramer and Women’s Philanthropies 
Chair Julie Dressler Weinberg were 
very pleased with the launch of the 
2017 Campaign. And all were honored 
to celebrate with Gretchen Gross as 
the recipient of the Nathan Benderson 
Community Leadership Award.  
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Making It In Buffalo is a 
collaboration of Nickel City Jews and 
the Buffalo Jewish Federation, 
which celebrates Buffalo Rising and 
the bright minds and bold thinkers 
who are re-imagining the future of 
our great city. These innovators are 
making an impact as individuals and 
business leaders.

On a beautiful fall evening last 
month we kicked-off the first event 
in this series featuring Harry Zemsky. 

Born and raised in North Buffalo, Harry 
moved back to Buffalo in 2012 to open 
Square 1 Sandwich Food Truck and 
partake in general place-making. Harry 
is the entrepreneur behind Food Truck 
Tuesday, Hydraulic Hearth, and Larkin 
Links. 

At the first Making It In Buffalo 
event, Harry gave us a private tour of 
Larkin Square where we learned about 
both the history and future plans for 
the development of the neighborhood. 

$50 OFF  
Any New Garage 

Door Install

716-217-2331

Harry also shared details about his 
newest projects: the Swan Street Diner in 
Larkinville, and a cocktail bar/tea room 
downtown (both coming soon). It was 
an amazing night with Harry, learning 
about his entrepreneurial endeavors and 
his journey as a Buffalo place-maker and 
new urbanist. We capped off the evening 
with delicious eats and craft cocktails at 
Hydraulic Hearth. 

 Harry Zemsky, Danielle and Dave Lefkowitz

Yan Shmatnik, Dave Lefkowitz, Harry Zemsky and other Nickel City Jews at Hydraulic Hearth

Harry Zemsky showing the group 
around Larkinville

Buffalo Gals at Hydraulic Hearth

Harry Zemsky plays tour guide for the Nickel 
City Jews in Larkinville

Checking out the old buildings downtown
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Thank you Harry Zemsky! Please join 
us for the next event in the Making 
It In Buffalo series, featuring Kilby 
Bronstein from Half and Half Boutique. 

Contact Miriam Abramovich 
(mabramovich@jfedbflo.com) for 
more information. 

Buffalo Gals at Hydraulic Hearth

5462 SHERIDAN DRIVE | WILLIAMSVILLE | 716.831.8018 | WWW.ALTMANDENTAL.COM5462 SHERIDAN DRIVE  WWW.ALTMANDENTAL.COM 716.831.8018 | WWW.ALTMANDENTAL.COM

We give thanks to our Community

Schedule an adult new patient 
Exam, Cleaning and X-ray. 
Receive a complimentary 

Exam, Cleaning and X-ray for your child.

We give thanks to our Community

Schedule an adult new patient 

UNINSURED NEW PATIENTS ONLY
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The Faces of Holocaust Resilience: 1st, 2nd, 3rd Generations 
By Mara Koven-Gelman 

Executive Director, Holocaust Resource Center of Buffalo

Look at the faces on the cover 
of this month’s Jewish Journal. 
These are the faces of Buffalo-
area Holocaust Survivors and 
their families representing first, 
second and third generations; 
past, present and future. They are 
the progeny of over 60 Survivors 
who live in Western New York. 
We are fortunate to hear their 
stories, be part of their lives – to 
cry, to laugh and to love.

Jews around the world are facing 
the same fact; dwindling numbers 
of Shoah Survivors left to tell their 
first-hand account. The Holocaust 
Resource Center of Buffalo has 
embarked on a strategic planning 
process to build on strengths of 
the Survivor testimonies and to 
encourage children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren (2G, 3G, 4G 
of Survivors) to help keep these 

lessons and stories alive. 
We salute their strength. Some 

Survivors and 2 Gs speak to school 
groups, some organize lectures and 
films; all are affected and believe in the 
power of remembering the truth.

On November 9th, the Jewish 
community is commemorating the 78th 
anniversary of the Kristallnacht, “Night 
of Broken Glass,” arguably the beginning 
blow of the Holocaust in which 267 
synagogues were vandalized, burned 
and destroyed; 7,500 Jewish businesses 
looted, at least 91 Jewish people killed 
and 30,000 Jewish men were arrested. 
The name refers to the wave of violent 
anti-Jewish pogroms which took place 
on November 9-10, 1938 throughout 
Germany, annexed Austria, and in areas 
of German-controlled Sudetenland in 
Czechoslovakia.

This year, The Holocaust Resource 
Center of Buffalo and the Jewish 
Community Center of Greater Buffalo 
Cultural Arts Program are bringing the 
premiere performance of The Mitzvah 

Project to Buffalo Wednesday November 
9th at 7:00 p.m. in the Maxine and 
Robert Seller Theatre at the Benderson 
JCC. It stars Roger Grunwald in a one-
man drama revealing the shocking true 
story of German soldiers known as 
“mischlinge” – the derogatory term the 
Nazis used to characterize Jews who 
were descended from one or two Jewish 
grandparents. 

Students from Hebrew High will be 
in attendance, which reflects the HRC 
programming pledge that all Holocaust 
events be intergenerational. This is a 
Jewish story for all generations. The 
performance is made possible by a Jewish 
Program Venture Fund generously 
underwritten by the Buffalo Jewish 
Federation.

Admission is free but space is limited. 
Reservations requested. Please call: 
716-204-2084 (JCC) or 716-634-9535 
(HRC) or reserve at www.hrcbuffalo.
org/kristallnacht.  

Survivors Stephan Lewy, Herman Stone, Mark Solarz
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Dr. Pinny Young to Chair  
Fed’s 2016 GA Delegation

33 Buffalonians  will 
be headed to Washington, 
DC in mid-November for 
the Jewish Federations 
of North America’s 
annual General Assembly.  
Dr. Pinny Young is heading 
up the delegation made 
up of a wide diversity of 
people. 

If you are interested in 
attending, contact Rob 
Goldberg at rgoldberg@
jfedbflo.com. 

Shlichah Lital Liberty, Dr. Pinny Young, Sonia Young and past 
Hillel Director Dan Metchnik at the GA last year.

Evie Weinstein, Leslie Shuman Kramer, Kim Yonaty, Lynn 
Catalano, Delegation Chair Andy Shaevel, Ellen Weiss and 
Campaign Director Randi Morkisz at the 2015 GA.
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Rabbi Perry Netter
Melanie Klein, one of the pioneers of psychoanalysis and a member of Freud’s 

inner circle, taught that the key to mental health is gratitude.  In her most 
important work, called Envy and Gratitude, she writes that gratitude is an expression 
of love and thus is connected with the life force, and is the antithesis of envy. 

R A B B I ’ S  C O L U M N

something good in their life.  The todah 
offering was not mandatory.  It was not 
a quid pro quo, not a way to pay God back 
for receiving something good.  The todah 
was the means of expressing a deep and 
profound feeling of gratitude.  

Even in the best of times, even in the 
messianic age, when all the sacrifices 
and prayers will be suspended, the zevah 
todah will continue to be offered.  It 
will be the only sacrifice in the Temple 
service.  That is because the need to 
express gratitude never diminishes, even 
if the world becomes paradise.  

So this Thanksgiving, as you sit around 
your table with your family and friends, 
be grateful to the turkey, who made the 
ultimate sacrifice for your holiday meal.  
But also be grateful for all the good with 
which you have been bestowed.   And 
make sure all those who are important to 
you know it.

Rabbi Perry Netter; photo by Kimberly Jones

Gratitude has little to do with the 
objective “facts” of our lives.  Rather, 
gratitude is a consequence of how we view 
the facts of our lives.  We know that it is 
true that when we travel, wherever we go 
we can find something to complain about.  
If we travel, we can complain about lumpy 
beds and crowded airports.  But if we stay 
home, we can complain that we never go 
anywhere interesting and there’s never 
anything good on television.

How we view the events in our lives 
is a choice.  Some people are just not 
happy unless they are miserable, and 
make everyone around them miserable.  
That is a choice they make.  That is why 
for them, the answer to every question 
begins with Oy vavoy.  

Gratitude is an attitude that must 
be cultivated.  We are not born with 
a gratitude gene.  We need to struggle 
with our capacity to feel entitled to 
everything good in life, and our even 
greater capacity to feel bitter and angry at 
every disappointment.  We need to resist 
taking for granted everything we receive 
on a regular basis, as if this is the way the 
world is supposed to work.  Most of all, 
gratitude must be expressed in concrete 
ways, through words and deeds.

The Torah provided a mechanism 
for the expression of gratitude.  It was 
called the zevah todah, the sacrifice of 
Thanksgiving.  It was a free will offering 
brought to the Temple in Jerusalem by 
someone who wanted to thank God for 

The University of Buffalo Department of Jewish Thought has announced that 
Professor Richard Cohen, first chair of the department, has been awarded a 
United States Government sponsored National Endowment for the Humanities 
(NEH). The grant supports a Seminar for College Teachers, July 17-21, 2017, 
at the University at Buffalo, on the topic of “Emmanuel Levinas on Morality, 
Justice and the Political.” Open to sixteen university and college teachers 
from America, this seminar will examine in depth the ethical and political 
philosophy of the French Jewish thinker Emmanuel Levinas (1906-1995), one 
of the foremost philosophers of the twentieth century.  The one week long 
summer seminar also represents the fifth annual Levinas Philosophy Summer 
Seminar (LPSS), directed by Professor Cohen.

important: thinking together, sharing 
ideas, criticizing, arguing, learning, 
growing spiritually. These engagements 
– with people, with books, with ideas – 
are the heart and soul of the Humanities.  
This grant from the NEH, which provides 
stipends for participants, will help sixteen 
scholars and teachers to come to UB to 
share in discussion and debate regarding 
one of the most important thinkers of 
our time. Furthermore, the topic – which 
is a perennial one – could hardly be 
more significant or relevant just now: the 
relation between ethics and politics.  The 
timing is also right because this grant 
will bring national attention to UB’s new 
Department of Jewish Thought.”

UB’s new Dean of the College of Arts 
and Science, Robin Schulze, underlines 
this last point: “This is indeed an honor 
and a wonderful advertisement for the 
new Department of Jewish Thought.” 
Many thanks are due to many people, not 
least of whom are the many members of 
the Buffalo Jewish community and UB 
alumni who have so generously supported 
the creation and ongoing success of 
Jewish Studies at UB.

Professor Richard Cohen Receives 
Prestigious NEH Grant

NEH is an independent federal agency 
that funds humanities projects in fields 
such as art history, literature, philosophy 
and archaeology. Created in 1965, NEH 
awards grants three times a year to top-
rated proposals as examined by panels 
of independent reviewers. “NEH grants 
help bring humanities experiences to 
Americans across the country,” said 
Chairman of NEH William D. Adams. 
“Our funding supports museums, 
libraries and cultural institutions, and 
the local state councils that create and 
sustain humanities programs in their 
communities. Through films, original 
research, and new intellectual insights, 
our grants strengthen the nation’s 
cultural fabric and identity.”

“I am honored and happy to receive 
this grant,” says Professor Cohen, “The 
annual Levinas Philosophy Summer 
Seminar has been a great success for four 
years.  We’ve had seminars in Vilnius, 
Buffalo, Rome and Berkeley, with scholars 
traveling from all parts of the globe to 
attend – all without registration fees 
or funding. It is a matter of educators 
pursuing what is most precious, most 

Professor Richard Cohen

REALTY USA
6000 Sheridan Drive | Williamsville, NY

716.634.4200   cell: 716.480.2196
ssilverberg@realtyusa.com

Your Neighbor, Your Realtor

Sheryl Kardaman Silverberg
SRES, ABR

Happy Thanksgiving 
from
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Chocolate 
Pecan Pie for 
Thanksgiving

By Robin Kurss
My husband and my boys love 

pecan pie...even better with 
chocolate! We always have this pie for 
Thanksgiving. This treat can be made 
pareve by substituting margarine 
for the butter and using Wegman’s 
chocolate chips.  You’ll gladly give 
thanks for chocolate and pecans! And 
another slice of pie.  

Chocolate 
Pecan Pie

3 eggs, beaten
1 c dark corn syrup
1/2 c brown sugar

1 c chocolate chips
2 Tbsp butter, melted

1 tsp vanilla or bourbon
1 1/2 c pecans

1 unbaked pie shell

1.  In a large bowl, combine eggs, 
corn syrup, sugar, chips, butter and 
vanilla to combine.  Stir in pecans.  
Pour into pie shell.

2.  Bake at 350 for 50-55 minutes.

finest mouth-watering n.y. bagels since 1976 • homemade shmears • deli sandwiches • soups • salads

MARSHALL’S PLAZA
2130 Delaware Ave, Buffalo

716.874.1800

DASH’S PLAZA
100 A Plaza Dr, Williamsville

716.639.1000

OPENING FALL 2016
4498 Main St, Snyder, NY 14226

www.bageljays.com  

finest dark roasted coffees • fresh-baked bagels • signature tuna fish • and more!

Pickup & Dropoff  
service available

Let Us Do the Work!

Shivah Platters
Kiddush Platters

N.Y. Wedding Brunches

Remember how bagels 
used to taste?

That’s what you’ll taste today 
at Bagel Jay’s, consistently 

delicious deli favorites 
in every bite.

DELIVERIES EVERY SUNDAY
1PM - 5PM GAME DAYS

REGULAR DELIVERIES
12PM - 8PM MONDAY-SATURDAY

PARTY DELIVERIES • EXPERIENCED PARTY PLANNERS
SUPPORT LOCAL • EXCELLENT CUSTOMER SERVICE

YOUR

HEADQUARTERS

SERVICE BUILT ON 
INDEPENDENCE & TRUST

Securities and advisory services O�ered �rough FSC Securities 
Corporation A Registered Broker/Dealer Member FINRA/SPIC 
and a registered investment advisor. Additional advisory services 

o�ered through Mollot & Hardy, Inc. A registered investment 
advisor not a�liated with FSC Securities Corporation.

646 N. French Road Suite # 9•Amherst , NY 14228-2125
716.691.7121 • www.mollot.com

Bryan Castro, CFPTM Sanford Seide, CLU Alan Mollot, CLU, CFPTM Michael Hardy, CFPTM
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Paid for and Approved by DIANA KASTENBAUM FOR CONGRESS

Who:  Diana Kastenbaum, small business owner  
and CEO of Pinnacle Manufacturing Company, Inc.  
in Batavia, NY

What:  Democratic Congressional Candidate -  
NY State 27th District

When:  Vote for Diana Kastenbaum  
Election Day — November 8, 2016 

Why:  Western New York needs a true representative 
of the people to be their voice and speak to the 
issues they care about such as Veterans, return 
of manufacturing jobs to our communities, pen 
fair trade agreements, livable wages, defend Roe 
v Wade, investment in infrastructure, common 
sense gun safety, and women’s health issues.

P.O. Box 946
Batavia, NY 14021-0946
(716) 200-8309
http://dianakastenbaum.com

Follow on Facebook
@DianaKastenbaum
Follow on Twitter
@DianaKastenbaum
Follow on Instagram
dianakastenbaum

Interested in Jewish Travel? 
Hear about Our Trip to Poland, Budapest Nov. 20

If you read the September 
issue of the Jewish 
Journal, you’ll remember 
the story about our new 
dynamic partnership 
with the Western Galilee, 
Budapest and 13 other 
U.SA. Communities called 
PARTNERSHIP2GETHER 
(P2G).  

Well, next spring, P2G 
is sponsoring a Mission 
to Poland, Bratislava and 
Budapest, with an optional 
extension to Berlin and 
another to the Western 
Galilee in Israel.  The trip 
leaves the US May 7 and 
departs from Budapest May 
16, with later departures for 
the extension trips.  

Join your Buffalo friends 
for an informational session 
about the trip Sunday, 

November 20 at 5:00 pm at the JCC in the second 
floor Boardroom. 

This is a once in a lifetime journey you won’t 
want to miss. Call Randi Morkisz at 716-204-
2245 or rmorkisz@jfedbflo.com to sign up for the 
meeting or learn more about the trip.  

National Mission Co-Chair Leslie 
Kramer and Buffalo Chair Ellen 
Weiss invite you to join them on a 
national JFNA Women’s Mission to 
Israel February 5-9, 2017. This unique 
journey for women only will feed your 
soul and engage your mind.   Participate 
in hands-on programs that are changing 
the face of Israeli society and helping 
those most at risk.  

Call Randi Morkisz at 204-2245 or 
rmorkisz@jfedbflo.com to find out 
more information or to register. 

Buffalo helps lead 
National Women’s 
Israel Mission

Fried & Fried in Buffalo is an arts-filled weekend celebrating two generations of 
compassion, creativity and caring in a culturally iconic Jewish Buffalo family. On 
November 18 and 19, Dr. Mindy Fried, daughter of the late Manny Fried, beloved 
Buffalo educator, actor, playwright and labor activist comes to Buffalo for two days of 
events that blend literature, scholarship and the arts. Dr. Fried’s newly released book, 
Caring for Red: A Daughter’s Memoir, offers a moving and colorful account of caring for 
her fiercely independent, ninety-seven year old father in the last years of his life.  

Fried & Fried in Buffalo: November 18-19

11/18 Events
2:00 PM – Forum on Aging, Caregiving 

and Social Policy. UB/Allen Hall South Campus
7:00 PM – Reading & Book Signing.  Burchfield 

Penney Art Center, 1300 Elmwood Ave
11/19 Events
2:00 PM – Reading Series. Bulger 

Communications Building, 2nd Floor Atrium, 
SUNY Buffalo State

7:30 PM – Social Justice & Theatre Art.  
UB/Allen Hall South Campus

For a comprehensive article on the life 
and times of Manny Fried go to http://blogs.
artvoice.com/avdaily/2011/02/25/manny6-
fried-finally-retires.

For more information, contact Darleen 
Pickering Hummert at 716-361-9959.  
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Sponsored by Law Office of Lindy Korn, PLLC - www.lkorn-law.com

5 THINGS YOU CAN DO 
in November to repair the world

dy Korn, PLLC - www.lkorn-law.com

Attend the Buffalo Jewish Federation’s Annual Meeting on 
Thursday, November 3  at 7pm @UB’s Center for the Arts and learn about 
what’s happening on Campus. Meet Hillel International CEO Eric Fingerhut, 
see what’s new at UB. Free but reservations a must! Call Joan Kwiatkowski @ 
716-204-2242. 

Veterans Week @ The Aquarium of Niagara.  Veterans get $1 
admission from November 7-November 12 at the Aquarium of Niagara, 701 
Whirlpool St. in Niagara Falls, NY.  Also featured will be patriotic music at the 
weekend sea lion shows.  www.aquariumofniagara.org. 

Study with Jews all over the world on Global Day of Jewish 
Learning on Sunday, November 20. The event takes place from 1pm-4pm at 
the JCC, and the theme this year is “Under the Same Sky: The Earth is Full of 
Your Creations.” Sponsored by the Bureau of Jewish Education, the UB Dept. of 
Jewish Thought as well as many synagogues and organizations, you can call 
Melissa Schreiber at 716-204-5380 or Melissa@bjebuffalo.org for information. 

Annual Turkey Trot November 24 @ 2564 Delaware Avenue.  Participate 
in the oldest consecutively run foot race in North America right here in 
Buffalo on Thanksgiving Day. The famous Turkey Trot, an 8k (4.97 miles), can 
support as many as 14,000 runners. For information and registration and costs:  
http://ymcaniagara.org/annual-events/ymca-turkey-trot/

Nickel City Jews 2nd installment of “Making it in Buffalo” on 
November 30 at 7:30 pm.  Featuring entrepreneur Kilby Bronstein, it takes 
place at Half&Half, 1088 Elmwood Ave.  Contact Miriam Abramovich for more 
info at Miriam@jfedbflo.com.

Lindy Says: 
Did you know your employer is required by law to reasonably  

accommodate your pregnancy?

T I K K U N  O L A M

Where is this found in WNY?  
The first 5 people to correctly 
identify the location and the 

person will win a $10 lunch to the 
JCC’s Tel Aviv Café’.  

WHERE IN  JBFLO ?

E-mail your answers to 
egoldstein@jfedbflo.com

 Last month’s photo of the Benderson Award plaque inside the Board Room at 
the JCC was correctly identified by Andrea Strosberg and Fran Paskowitz.  

Lojek’s QuaLity Painting

Mark Lojek
lojek1@peoplepc.com  |  716.481.5024  |  Fully Insured/References

Full service interior/exterior painting • Deck/Siding/Fence Staining
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Buffalo Jewish Federation
2640 North Forest Road 
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-2241 | FAX 716-929-0482 
www.jfedbflo.com
Rob Goldberg - CEO & Executive Director
Howard Rosenhoch- President

Bureau of Jewish Education 
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-5380 | FAX 716-688-3572
www.bjebuffalo.org  
Jill Komm - Executive Director
Michael Berger - President

Chabad House of Buffalo 
2450 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068 
TEL 716-688-1642 | FAX 716-688-1643
www.chabadbuffalo.com
Rabbi Moshe Gurary - Director

Chai Early Childhood Center
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY 14221
TEL 716 580-4600
www.chainursery.com
Chani Labkovski -Director

Department of Jewish Thought 
712 Clemens Hall - University at Buffalo
Buffalo, NY 14260 
TEL 716-645-3695  FAX 716-645-3473
Email: jewish-studies@buffalo.edu
http://www.jewishstudies.buffalo.edu/
Dr. Sergey Dolgopolski, Chair

Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies 
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068 
TEL 716-204-1133 | FAX 716-204-1129
www.jewishphilanthropies.org
Peter Fleischmann- Director & CEO
Ray Fink- President

Hadassah
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY 14068
TEL 716-688-5260
buffalohadassah@gmail.com
Marlene Katzel - Co-President
Maxine Seller - Co-President

Hebrew Benevolent Loan Association
2640 North Forest Road in FJP offices
Getzville, NY 14068
TEL 716-204-0542
Sam Golden- Loan Officer
Linda S. Boxer- President

Hillel of Buffalo Campus Foundation 
for Jewish Life 
520 Lee Entrance/UB Commons 
Suite # 210 
W. Amherst, NY  14228
TEL 716-645-8787 | FAX 716-639-7817
Logan Woodard & Evie Weinstein- 
Coordinators of Jewish Student Life
www.hillelofbuffalo.org 

Holocaust Resource Center 
336 Harris Hill Road, Suite 302
Williamsville, NY 14221
TEL: 716-634-9535
www.holocaustcenterbuff.com
Pieter Weinrieb- President
Mara Koven Gelman- Executive Director

Jewish Community Center of Greater 
Buffalo, Inc. 
Benderson Family Building 
2640 North Forest Road 
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-688-4033 | FAX 716-688-3572
Richard Zakalik- Executive Director
Susan Freed-Oestreicher - President

Holland Family Building 
787 Delaware Avenue   
Buffalo, NY  14209
TEL 716-886-3145 | FAX 716-886-1367
www.jccbuffalo.org
 
Jewish Discovery Center
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY 14221
212 Exeter Rd. 
Williamsville, NY 14221 (office)
TEL: 716-639-7600
TEL: 716-632-0467
Rabbi Heschel Greenberg
Rabbi Laizer Labkovski
www.jewishdiscovery.org

Jewish Family Service Of Buffalo And 
Erie County 
70 Barker Street   
Buffalo, NY  14209 
TEL 716-883-1914 | FAX 716-883-7637
www.jfsbuffalo.org 
Marlene Schillinger - Executive Director
Blaine Schwartz- Chair

Jewish Federation Apartments 
275 Essjay Road   
Williamsville, NY  14221 
TEL 716-631-8471 | FAX 716-631-8768 
www.jewishfederationapartments.org
Karen Greenspan - President
Kathleen Haggerty - Property Manager

Jewish Federation Cemetery 
Corporation, Inc.
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-2246 | FAX 716-929-0482 
www.jfedbflo.com
Deborah Pivarsi - Director
Charlotte Gendler -  President

Kadimah Academy
1085 Eggert Road
Amherst, NY  14226
TEL 716-836-6903 | FAX 716-837-7322
www.kadimah.org  
Einav Symons - Head of School
Jonathan Epstein - President

Ohr Temimim School
411 John James Audubon Parkway 
W. Amherst, NY  14228
TEL 716-568-0226 | FAX 716-636-1899
www.ohrtemimimschool.com
Rabbi Shmuel Shanowitz - Principal
Jonathan Gellman - President

Weinberg Campus
2700 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-639-3311 | FAX 716-639-3309
www.weinbergcampus.org  
Robert Mayer- President & CEO
Kenneth Rogers- Chairman of the Board 
of Directors

Jewish Community Agencies 
in Western New York

S Y N A G O G U E S A G E N C I E S

Cataract, which is clouding of 
the eye lens, affects more 
than half of Americans aged 

65 years and older. This age-related 
cause of vision loss can occur much 
earlier due to exposure to the sun’s 
ultraviolet (UV) rays and a host of other 
causes (including smoking, use of 
corticosteroids, and a family 
history). It is also thought 
that cataract formation is 
linked to oxidative changes 
in the human eye lens, 
which makes the case 
for consuming fruits and 
vegetables containing high 
amounts of antioxidants. 
In fact, recent research 
involving 324 pairs of twins 
over a decade showed 
there was a 33 percent 
lower risk of developing 
cataracts among women 
whose diets were rich in 

foods containing vitamin C. 
The symptoms of early cataracts may 
be improved with new eyeglasses, 
brighter lighting, anti-glare sunglasses, 
or magnifying lenses. If these measures 
do not help, surgery is the only effective 
treatment. To learn more, please call 

the Legarreta Eye Center 
at 716-633-2203. Our 
practice is based on the 
philosophy of providing 
high-quality comprehensive 
eye care. We have served 
the community for over 
35 years. We have office 
locations in Williamsville, 
Cheektowaga and Lockport.

www.LegarretaEyeCenter.com

“C” IS FOR CATARACT

P.S. Blurred vision, glare and 
difficulty reading can be early 
symptoms of cataracts.

Jay L. Mesnekoff
Director
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Yad B’Yad
A program of the Bureau of Jewish
Education
TEL 716-204-5380 / FAX 716-688-3572
www.yadbyad.org
Laurie Criden- Chair

Western New York  
Synagogues and Temples
Chabad House of Buffalo (unaffiliated)
2450 North. Forest Rd,
Getzville, NY 14068
TEL 716-688-1642
www.chabadbuffalo.com

Congregation Beth Abraham 
(Conservative)
1073 Elmwood Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14222
www.congregationbethabraham.net

Congregation B’nai Shalom 
(Conservative)
1641 North Forest Rd.
Williamsville, NY 14221
TEL 716-689-8203
office@bnaishalombuffalo.org
www.bnaishalombuffalo.org

Congregation Hesed Abraham
215 Hall Ave
Jamestown, NY  14701
Rabbi Allen Podet
TEL 716-484-1800

Congregation Shir Shalom  
(Reform/ Reconstructionist)
4660 Sheridan Drive
Williamsville, NY  14221
TEL 716-633-8877
Rabbi Alexander Lazarus-Klein
Cantor Arlene Frank
Joanne Marquisee - Executive Director
Todd Sugarman - President
www.shirshalombuffalo.org

Congregation Havurah
6320 Main St., Williamsville, NY 14221
Bernard Schenkler, President
Annette Pinder, Membership Chair
TEL 716-689-2256
www.congregationhavurah.org
info@congregationhavurah.org

Kehillat Ohr Tzion (Modern Orthodox)
879 Hopkins Rd 
Williamsville, NY 14221
Email: jstrosberg@ohrtzion.org 
Rabbi Joshua Strosberg
Dr. Ted Steinberg- President
http://ohrtzion.org/kot

Knesset Center (Orthodox)
500 Starin Avenue
Buffalo, NY  14214
TEL 716-832-5063
Rabbi Shmaryahu Charitonow
www.chabad.org

Jewish Federation Apartments  
Himmel Family Chapel (Unaffiliated)
275 Essjay Road
Williamsville, NY  14221
Pinkhos Blitshteyn- President
Rabbi Daniel Shuman

Saranac Synagogue (Orthodox)
President - Shmuel Rashkin 
Vice President - Reuven Alt
Gabbai David Kunkel
85 Saranac Avenue
Buffalo New York 14216
TEL 716 876 1284
www.SaranacSynagogue.org

Temple Beth Tzedek (Conservative)
621 Getzville Road
Amherst, NY  14226
Rabbi Perry Netter
Cantor Mark Spindler
Harvey Brenner - Executive Director
Lisa Wallenfels - President
TEL 716- 838-3232
www.btzbuffalo.org

Temple Beth Zion (Reform)
Sanctuary: 805 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo, NY  14209  
Religious School and Offices:  
700 Sweet Home Road
Amherst, NY 14226
Rabbi Jonathan Freirich
Rabbi Adam Scheldt
Cantor Penny Myers
Amy Schafer - Temple Administrator
miriam treger honig - President
TEL 716-836-6565
www.tbz.org 

Temple Beth El (Reform)
720 Ashland Avenue
Niagara Falls, NY  14301
Cantorial Soloist Barry Rose
Robert Duell- President
TEL 716-282-2717
www.niagarafallstemple.com

Temple Emanu-El (Reform)
124 Bank Street
Batavia, NY 14020
TEL 585-343-7027
Stan Schumann -  President

The Family Shul (Unaffiliated)
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY  14221
Rabbi Heschel Greenberg
Rabbi Laizer Labkovski
716-639-7600  

Young Israel of Greater Buffalo 
(Orthodox)
105 Maple Road
Williamsville, NY  14221
Rabbi Eliezar Marcus
Richard G. Berger- President
TEL 716-634-0212
www.yibuffalo.org 

A G E N C I E S

Due to postal regulations, the Jewish Journal of Western New York will 
no longer be forwarded to “temporary change” addresses.   If you plan to 
be away from your permanent address and will have your first class mail 

forwarded to your temporary address and would like to continue to receive 
the Jewish Journal over the winter or the summer, please call Nadine Ryback 

at 716-204-2248 to give us your “temporary” address.   Thank you!  

Attention Snowbirds!

I  AM

Steven Sanders
Town of Amherst Deputy Supervisor
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Beth Tzedek Offers Stress Management Program 11/20
Find out how to take charge of taking 

care of yourself at a special program 
Sunday, November 20 at 10:00 AM at 
Temple Beth Tzedek, 621 Getzville 
Road, Dr. Eileen Trigoboff, Clinical 
Nurse Specialist, Psychiatry, and Dr. 

aniel Trigoboff,  licensed clinical 
ps chologist, will explain how to manage 
stress.

Stress is different for every person. 
What is stressful for one person may or 
may not be stressful for another. Each 
person responds to stress in an entirely 
different way. It is to the human condition 
what tension is to a violin string:  too little 
and the music is dull, uninteresting; too 
much and the music is shrill or the string 
snaps. Learn to manage stress so that 
you can be productive and happy. Stress 
and problems not handled in a timely 
and effective way can put you at risk for 
depression, anxiety disorders, or one or 
more physical illnesses.

Daniel H. Trigoboff PhD is a licensed 
clinical psychologist with a Bachelor’s 

Degree in Psychology from SUNY at Buffalo,  Master’s and Doctorate Degrees 
in	Clinical	Psychology	from	the University	of	Iowa.			Dr.	Trigoboff	has	expertise	
in biofeedback, geriatric assessments, pain management, treatment of severe 
obsessive	 compulsive	 disorder,	 psychological	 assessments,  and	 competency	
evaluations. Dr. Trigoboff has presented nationally and internationally on a 
variety of professional topics, most recently in China at the Hebei Institute on 
psychological assessment of lethality and suicide prevention.

Eileen	Trigoboff,	RN, PMHCNS-BC,	DNS,	DABFN, is	a	Clinical	Nurse	Specialist	
in a private psychotherapy practice in Western New York. Dr. Trigoboff is 

the Director of Program Evaluation at the Buffalo 
Psychiatric Center in Buffalo, New York and is the 
Liaison for the Office of Mental Health’s Institutional 
Review Board. Dr. Trigoboff earned her Doctorate in 
Nursing Science (DNS) in psychiatric nursing from 
the State University of New York at Buffalo. She is 
Board certified as a Clinical Nurse Specialist in Adult 
Psychiatry/Mental Health, Diplomate and Fellow in 
the American College of Forensic Examiners on the 
American Board of Forensic Nursing, and in hospital 
and behavioral health program accreditation.

Dr. Trigoboff is the author of 8 textbooks and 
coauthor/contributor to 14 books and dozens of 
journal articles. She also serves on the editorial 
boards of several professional journals and is on 
the editorial panel for a magazine on anxiety and 
depression

This program, sponsored by the Social Action 
Committee of Temple Beth Tzedek, is free and open to 
the community.  Call Temple Beth Tzedek at 838-3232 
to reserve your seat.

Dr. Eileen Trigoboff Dr. Daniel Trigoboff

Shabbat Alive! At TBZ
Friday, November 4, at 7 pm

805 Delaware Avenue
Join the monthly Temple Beth Zion Shabbat Alive! Service, which features 

the children’s choir and TBZ band. This lively musical service will lift your 
spirits and help you usher in Shabbat with ruach through song.

Winter Kulanu Service 12/9 @TBZ
Planning has begun for the Winter Kulanu Service, which will be held December 9 at 

Temple Beth Zion, 805 Delaware Avenue. Plans include inviting and integrating other 
synagogues into this Pride service as the Kulanu group looks to engage and navigate 
the wider landscape of Jewish WNY, drawing on both the opportunities and strengths of 
Jewish Pride of WNY and TBZ.

At the July meeting, participants reflected on the massacre in Orlando and learned that 
it clearly offers us a greater impetus to deepen what we offer and work to insure that 
our warmth and welcoming nature helps to offer solace to those who struggle with their 
sexual or gender identity.

If you are interested in learning more about Kulanu, please contact Rabbi Scheldt at 716-
836-6565 for more information.
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Make Election 
Day Fun with 

TBZ Sisterhood

The Temple Beth Zion Sisterhood will 
hold its annual Games Galore event on 
Election Day-- Tuesday, November 8. Make 
a reservation to come to the Broder Center 
at noon for lunch and dessert and bring 
your game and/or game group for a fun 
afternoon. There will be raffle prizes and 
more! The cost is $15 per person and 
reservations are due by November 1. 

For more information on the event or how 
to RSVP, call the Temple office at 836-6565.

TBZ Shabbat 
Honoring 
Military 

Personnel 
and Veterans

Friday, November 11, 
at 7 pm

Join TBZ members for the November 
 vening ervice when we will proudl  

honor all those who serve or have served 
in our nation’s military.	If	you	are	a veteran,	
a reservist or on active duty, we want 
to  thank	 you	 for	 the	 commitment	 and	
sacrifices that you have made to keep 
us free and safe. If you are not a veteran, 
we hope that you will come to show your 
appreciation as we offer our servicemen 
and women a special blessing during our 
worship service.

Hon. Steve Sanders to Speak 
@ Achim at Weinberg

the public at no cost. All are welcome and 
questions will be encouraged. For further 
information, please contact Ken Graber at 
681-9885.

The Brotherhood of Temple Beth Zion is 
pleased to announce that its next Achim 
program will be held Sunday, November 
13 at 10 am in the lounge of the Meadows 
Building, located on the second floor, at 
the Weinberg Campus, 2650 North Forest 
Road. The program is held in the building 
across from the rear entrance to the 
Jewish Community Center. 

The featured speaker will be the Hon. 
Steven Sanders, Town Councilmember for 
Amherst. Mr. Sanders, who is well known in 
the community, will be discussing the 2016 
election results with the 2016 Presidential 
race and the make-up of Congress being 
the main focus of attention.  There will be 
an opportunity for discussion following 
the presentation with questions and 
answers being encouraged.

Achim is a monthly program for the 
benefit of the residents, and their guests, 
at the Weinberg Campus and is open to 

Hon. Steven Sanders

Grand Tours and Ridge Road Express

Coaches and School Buses
5355 Junction Road
Lockport, NY 14094

1-800-847-4887
www.grsbuses.com

Charter Buses . Sightseeing . Escorted Tours
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Rabbi Jonathan Freirich led members of Temple Beth Zion for Tashlich at Canalside following Rosh 
Hashanah services, where members threw bread into the water of the canal to symbolically rid 
themselves of sin for the New Year.  

Meditative Prayer Service Offered 
at Beth Zion 11/18

“More than Jews have kept Shabbat, Shabbat has kept the Jews.”    Ahad Ha’am
Shabbat is a time in which we are invited to let go of the daily grind that fills our week. 

We let go of the stress and burdens of work, and we rest. All are welcome to join in the 
Temple Beth Zion Meditative Service once each month as we let our week melt away, 
detox from the worries of work, and immerse ourselves in contemplative prayer. Begin 
your weekend feeling relaxation, openness, and renewal of Shabbat. 

Upcoming services will be held at 7 PM on Friday, November 18 and Friday, December 
23. If you are interested in learning more about these services or other offerings available 
through the Jewish Spirituality Center, log on to www.jscwny.org or email rabbischeldt@
tbz.org.

Celebrating Lives and
Preserving Memories Since 1901

3 Mausoleums  •  6  Historic Veteran Sections
Serving all Faiths  •  Historic Chapel

100 Landscaped Acres  •  Traditional Graves

New Montefi ore II section now open

Elmlawn Memorial Park
3939 Delaware, Ave. Kenmore, NY 14217

716-876-8131  www.elmlawncemetery.com

– Worldwide Travel Service –
ESTABLISHED 1947

– Worldwide Travel Service –– Worldwide Travel Service –– Worldwide Travel Service –– Worldwide Travel Service –– Worldwide Travel Service –– Worldwide Travel Service –– Worldwide Travel Service –– Worldwide Travel Service –– Worldwide Travel Service –– Worldwide Travel Service –– Worldwide Travel Service –– Worldwide Travel Service –– Worldwide Travel Service –– Worldwide Travel Service –– Worldwide Travel Service –– Worldwide Travel Service –– Worldwide Travel Service –– Worldwide Travel Service –– Worldwide Travel Service –– Worldwide Travel Service –– Worldwide Travel Service –– Worldwide Travel Service –– Worldwide Travel Service –

Pieper Travel Bureau Inc.

Our reputation for excellence is the foundation of our business.
403 Main St. Buffalo, NY 14203
www.piepertravel.com 716-856-3525
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PALS @ Beth Zion is Moving into Autumn

“Miss Jean” (Jean DuBow) talks about core 
strength during the weekly Temple Beth Zion 
PALS Preschool Yoga class

We call this position “boat.” It helps stretch and 
strengthen our bodies. 

Miss Marilyn (Marilyn Schillroth) and her sidekick Mooskee, came in for stories and music played on 
an actual record player!
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On Sunday, November 20, 2016, over 400 communities across 
six continents will join together for the seventh annual Global 
Day of Jewish Learning. This year we are thrilled to have Professor 
Noam Pines, accomplished Professor at the University of Buffalo 
Department of Jewish Thought, provide our keynote address, “The 
Acacia Trees Bloom: Nature and Justice in Bialik’s Pogrom Poem.” 
Afterwards, enjoy your choice of workshops offered by local clergy. 
This event is free and open to the community.

The 7th Annual Global Day of Jewish Learning

Save the date!
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2016 

1:00 - 4:00 PM
JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER

2640 NORTH FOREST RD 
GETZVILLE. NY 14068

Sponsored by the Bureau of Jewish 
Education and UB’s Department of Jewish 
Thought, with local synagogues and 
Jewish organizations.

Questions? contact Melissa Schreiber at 
716.204.5380 or melissa@bjebuffalo.org

Workshops include:
Rabbi Alexander Lazarus-Klein:  

Ruler, Steward, Servant: Humanity’s Relationship  
with Nature 

Cantor Penny Myers: Green Torah Wisdom

Rabbi Heschel Greenberg: Healing: A Natural Practice?

Rabbi Yehoshua Greenberg: A Time for Rain

Rabbi Laizer Labkovski: Planting for the Future

Prof. Noam Pines
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November Events

November 3   
Buffalo Jewish Federation 

Annual Meeting  
UB Center for the Arts. 7pm. Free.  

RSVP 716-204-2242

November 9    
Kristallnacht Commemoration/The 

Mitzvah Project 
JCC/ Benderson. 7pm.

Call 716-634-9535  
for information/reservation. 

November 10  
Federation Education Series:   

Ethical Wills-Creating a Legacy of Love 
and Values

November 11  
Veterans Day Observed

            
Shabbat Honoring Veterans 

Temple Beth Zion. 7pm.  
805 Delaware Avenue

November 13   
Hebrew Benevolent Loan Assn.  

Annual Meeting
 Temple Beth Tzedek. 621 Getzville Road. 

10am. 

November 13   
 TBZ Achim featuring Hon. Steve Sanders 

analyzing the 2016 Elections 
Lounge of Weinberg Meadows Building.  

10am.  Free.

November 15
Delegitimization of Israel.  

Panel Discussion.  Congregation Shir 
Shalom.  7pm.  Free.

November 20
Stress Management Lecture & Workshop.  

Temple Beth Tzedek. 10am.
 

Buffalo Celebrates Israel program  
by Eagles’ Wings.  

The Tabernacle. 3210 Southwestern Blvd.  
6pm.  Free.

November 24
Thanksgiving Observed in the US

November 30
Making it in Buffalo for Nickel City 

Jews.  Kilby Bronstein speaking at Half 
& Half., 1088 Elmwood Avenue. 7:30pm.  

Miriam@jfedbflo.com 

Happy
      Thanksgiving!

Naples Roofing & Sheet Metal

COMMERCIAL

 INDUSTRIAL

Free, no 
obligation roof 

inspection

(716) 715-0756
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341 Franklin Street
Dinner served 

Tuesday - Saturday
Reservations: 852-4416
www.ruefranklin.com

By Chana R. Kotzin, Ph.D.  
Jewish Buffalo Archives Project 

Director

A few months ago, the papers of Temple 
Beth El were made available for research at 
the University at Buffalo, and a guide can be 
accessed on the Bureau of Jewish Education 
website (www.bjebuffalo.org/jbap). In last 
month’s issue of the JJWNY, I gave an 
overview of Temple Beth El, which was 
founded in May 1847, and I briefly traced 
its various homes, as well as the highlights 
of the collection. In 2008, Temple Beth El 
merged with Temple Shaarey Zedek to form 
Temple Beth Tzedek, which will be on the 
move again in 2017.  

One of the special aspects of the Beth 
El records was a significant series of 
musical and compositional materials 
created by Samuel Luskin. He was born 
in Russia in 1882 to Leon and Fannie 
Luskin, and the family fled Russia in the 
1900s in response to state-sponsored 
anti-Semitism.  By 1906, Samuel Luskin 
had settled in Buffalo, and married Celia 
Bransburg- also a Russian immigrant- in 
1911. They had two sons, Leo and Harold. 
Trained as a musician in Russia where he 
taught violin, Luskin continued his study 
of the violin in Buffalo with Julius Singer.  
Luskin was appointed Musical Director 
at Temple Beth El in 1911, and from 
1914 until 1957 he served as choirmaster 
as well as an instructor in the Hebrew 
School, where he tutored B’nei mitzvah 
students for over forty years.

 A musician who played violin, French 
horn, trumpet, flute and the piano, he 
also composed music for voice and organ 
and was a prolific music arranger. With 
Harry Hart Kaufman, a Temple Beth El 
cantor, he composed a liturgical service, 
Manginot Beth El, which was published 
in 1945. Founder of the Buffalo Jewish 
Choral Society, he served as its director 
for 16 years from 1929 to 1945. Many 
of his arrangements for Beth El are 
included in the Temple Beth El holdings.  
However, many more compositions and 
arrangements were maintained within 
the Buffalo Jewish Choral Society library, 
whose holdings were donated after his 
death to the Buffalo Central Library, and 
absorbed into their general collection of 

Temple Beth El:  
Remembering Samuel Luskin

musical scores. 
Within the Temple Beth El collection, 

Samuel Luskin’s musical scores were 
originally bound in three ring binders, 
but were found stacked in foot high piles, 
having been removed from these binders 
at one stage and then separated again, 
probably as a result of water damage in 
the archives that necessitated moving 
materials into temporary holding zones 
which eventually became permanent.  
The unique organizational system 
devised by Samuel Luskin at this point 
became disrupted, but with the help of 
a University at Buffalo archives intern, 
Gabrielle Carlo, now archivist at the 

Albright Knox Art Gallery, who was also 
trained in music, the separated sheets of 
Samuel Luskin were reunited with their 
subsections and arranged according to 
the title of the hymn or folk tune, or to 
a numbering system devised by Samuel 
Luskin. 

Different musical keys, and different 
voice versions, and other copies with 
additional markings made by Samuel 
Luskin were all saved. Samuel Luskin’s 
musical scores were also used by various 
Temple Beth El choirs, the Buffalo 
Jewish Choral Society as well as Cantor 
Gerald DeBruin, and often carry multiple 
markings. The musical collections 

contain his composition book, and 
selections of music he used of the great 
liturgical composers and cantors.  The 
musical legacy and interests of both 
Samuel Luskin and Temple Beth El are 
now accessible to all and provide the 
opportunity for further study.  One 
folder of materials, for example, includes 
correspondence with Esther Zweig, 
Yiddish translator and musical lyricist, 
and this exchange illustrates, not only 
his work as a composer, but also his 
musical connections outside of Buffalo 
within the Yiddish speaking world. 

In addition to musical scores, however, 
Samuel Luskin’s records also included a 
range of bar mitzvah materials.  Luskin 
taught for decades, and a set of Torah 
portions which he readied for use by 
individual students was compiled into 
binders and given as a “Gift of Mrs. 
Morris Steinhorn, in honor of her 
grandson James Steinhorn’s bar 
mitzvah.” 

These volumes and other separated 
speeches provides a window into this 
period, and to hundreds of Beth El 
students, whose names were recorded 
next to their portions.  At the age of 75 
in 1957, Samuel Luskin was honored 
by Temple Beth El for serving 45 years 
as musical director with a special 
performance by the Buffalo Jewish Choral 
Society, directed by Allen Sigel. Just two 
years later in July 1959, Samuel Luskin 
died and was buried at Temple Beth El 
Cemetery, Pine Hill in Buffalo, NY. 

To learn more about the Temple 
Beth El collection and other papers, 
you can contact Chana Kotzin at 
archivesproject@bjebuffalo.org, or call 
716-204-5388. Many more collection 
guides are on the Bureau of Jewish 
Education website at www.bjebuffalo.
org/jbap.

Temple Beth El Religious School faculty, 1940s.  Samuel Luskin on far right.  
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The Bureau of Jewish Education is 
pleased to announce the hiring of Cindi 
Mikulik as Yad B’Yad Director. Cindi 
comes to the BJE with many years of 
experience working with children and 
families. Before joining the BJE staff 
she taught at Kadimah Academy, was 
an international adoption consultant, 
and founder and president of Asian 
Connection of WNY – a support group 
for families that have adopted children 
from Asia. Cindi holds a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Judaic Studies from SUNY 
Albany, a Masters degree in Jewish 
Communal Service from HUC-JIR, 
Los Angeles, and a Master Degree in 
Public Administration from University 
of Southern California. 

Cindi will work to continue to 
expand Yad B’Yad’s advocacy and 
outreach programs. In addition, she 
will also continue to raise awareness 
about the importance and benefits of 
an inclusive society for people with 

and without special needs.  
Cindi is a Buffalo native, and recently 

returned after working as a synagogue 
administrator in Columbus, Georgia.  In 
addition, she ran her own international 
adoption dossier service where she not 
only prepared and processed dossiers 
that were sent to many countries, but 

CINDI MIKULIK IS NEW  
YAD B’YAD DIRECTOR

she also advocated for 
her clients with overseas 
government agencies. 

Previously, Cindi worked 
as a program assistant for 
Hillel of Buffalo, where 
she provided services  
and programs for Jewish 
college students. She brings 
many years of creative 
programming experience 
and enthusiasm.  “We are so 
happy to have Cindi as part 
of the BJE team,” said Jill 
Komm, Executive Director, 
“We feel she is the perfect 
fit to fulfill Yad B’Yad’s 
important mission.”

To join us in our 
programming or become 
a volunteer, please 
visit our website at  
www.yadbyad.org, find us 
on Facebook at facebook.
c o m / y a d b y a d b u f f a l o , 
or contact Cindi at 716-
204-5380 or yadbyad@
bjebuffalo.org.

BJE WELCOMES  
TWO NEW INTERNS

This fall, the Bureau of Jewish 
Education welcomed two new 
interns to the agency. Jackie 
Kalter is a student in her 4th 
year at the University at Buffalo 
and the new BJE Social Media 
Intern. She will be updating all 
BJE social media - Facebook, 
Instagram, twitter, snapchat 
- and producing fun material 
to share with the community.  
Vilona Trachtenberg is a 
Buffalo native, Hebrew High 
graduate, employee at Rich 
Products, and the new Yad 
B’Yad Intern. Vilona will be 
helping with outreach in the 
community, as well as taking 
Yad B’Yad programming to the 

next level. “We are thrilled to have Jackie and Vilona as part 
of the BJE team,” said Jill Komm, Executive Director. “They 
both bring enthusiasm and expertise that will enhance the 
BJE!”

For more info about the BJE, please visit www.bjebuffalo.
org or contact us at 716-204-5380.  

Cindi Mikulik

Jackie Kalter

Vilona Trachtenberg

COMING IN THE DECEMBER ISSUE OF JEWISH JOURNAL:
3 SPECIAL SECTIONS

Giving Back

Holiday Shopping Hanukkah 
 Greetings

To advertise, please contact Cynthia Oppenheimer, Sales Director
972-2240 • coppenheimer@jewishjournalwny.com

Deadline: November 10th.
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Happenings at  
Hebrew High

SESSION 2 IS ABOUT TO BEGIN!
By Melissa Schreiber 

Assistant Principal, Hebrew 
High

New!  Session 2 of Hebrew High is 
NOW! We just wrapped up Session 1 
of Hebrew High on October 26 and 
Session 2 begins Wednesday, November 
2!  Registration is open on our website 
- www.bjebuffalo.org/hebrewhigh.  You 
don’t want to miss out on our new and 
exciting classes!

Hebrew High will be offering a brand new 
cooking class this session. Students will be 
able to travel around the Jewish culinary world 
and explore their Culinary heritage, while also 
learning about new places and Jewish cuisines. 
This class teaches students about the important 
role food holds in Judaism, and is a universal 
connection. Teacher Fern Bernstein will not only 
introduce the students to these concepts, but 
they will also taste them!

Another new class in Session 2 is Texting for 
Teens. Our students today use text messages and 
other forms of social media to interact with one 
another and catch up on the latest topics. Teacher 
Betsy Abramson, will be using Text from the 
Torah and relating it to our students’ 21st century 
concerns. Students will be able to explore topics 
of social justice, ethics, relationships and more 
through the Torah’s Text.

Other classes offered this session include David 
Gordon’s Jewish Civics Initiative class (a staple 
of Hebrew High for over 20 years), Rabbi Laizer 
Labkovski’s course titled, “Tradition! Tradition! 
Practical Judaism,” and Adam Yellen’s course on 
Jewish History and Culture through Film.  Join us 
at Hebrew High Session 2 and be part of the fun! 

Visit our Website to register – www.bjebuffalo.
org/hebrewhigh or call 716-204-5380 or email 
melissa@bjebuffalo.org for more information.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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By Marci Wiseman

Kadimah Academy student success has been demonstrable in the areas of science, math, technology, writing, and art, across all grade levels, in 
competitions both local and national.  So it should be no surprise that they excel in areas of Judaic studies, as well.  And no better test of that is when 
the rabbi takes a sabbatical and leaves the students in charge of Friday night sermons November 11 through April 28.

education in a warm, stimulating, and nurturing 
environment,” said Symons. “They are guided 
by creative and dedicated teachers who help 
empower each individual to strive towards their 
highest potential. Our aim is to meet and exceed 
New York State educational standards, and our 
intimate classes are an important factor in our 
students’ successful mastery of curriculum and 
skills.” 

Kadimah Academy’s middle school students 
pursue an accelerated program which results 
in the completion of three New York State 
Regents requirements (Algebra, Earth Science, 
and Hebrew) upon graduation. This is a distinct 
advantage which allows them to move directly 
into Honors and Advanced programs in high 
school.

In addition to meeting high standards in their 
general studies, Kadimah Academy students 
receive a firm grounding in Jewish knowledge, 
ethics, and practice. An amazing team of 
talented teachers, several of whom are recipients 
of the national Grinspoon-Steinhardt Award for 
Excellence in Jewish Education, strive to bring 
out the best in each student. The goal is to 

Kadimah On The Bimah deepen each child’s knowledge 
and understanding of the 
inquiry-based approach to 
Judaics, Hebrew language, and 
love of Israel on a daily basis, 
building strong identities and 
an abiding pride in Jewish 
heritage.

The curriculum at Kadimah 
Academy is a 50-50 dual 
Judaic/general studies program 
which immerses students in 
Hebrew language, text study, 
and Jewish culture beginning 
in preschool.   Research has 
proven that bilingual children 
benefit academically in many 
ways. Because they are able 
to switch between languages, 
they develop more flexible 
approaches to thinking 
through problems, and their 
ability to read and think in two 
different languages promotes 
higher levels of abstract 
thought which is critical for 
problem solving and other 
demanding mental activities.

When Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
training begins, Kadimah 
students breeze through with 
confidence, and are often asked 
to chant a Haftorah portion, 
give a D’var Torah or lead a 

Sabbatical is contractually 
required in most streams of 
Judaism. Its origins are found 
in Leviticus 25 which outlines 
the definition and rules 
governing the sabbatical 
year: Six years shall you sow 
your field and prune your 
vineyards, but the seventh year 
shall be a Sabbath of solemn 
rest for the land. (Lev 25:3-5)

So what’s a congregation 
to do when its rabbi goes on 
a well-deserved sabbatical?  
Who takes over the duties 
to make certain things run 
smoothly and meaningfully 
in his or her absence? These 
were the questions raised as 
Rabbi Netter began making 
arrangements to spend the 
year in Israel with his family 
from October to May.  It 
wasn’t a huge leap for Einav 
Symons, head of school at 
Kadimah Academy, to suggest 
that the adept students lend 
a hand… and their skilled, 
critically-thinking minds.

  “I was more than 
thrilled by the idea,” said 
Rabbi Netter. “It comes 
from their study of parshat 
hashavuah (weekly Torah 
portion).  The ability to delve 
into the parsha and be able 
to teach it to adults deepens 
their connection to and 
understanding of the Torah 
and the community. All credit 
goes to Einav for suggesting 
it,” he added.  “It was a 
no-brainer,” said Symons.

While Kadimah students 
thrive in general studies 
programs, their ability to 
adapt their second half of 
the day to Hebrew and Judaic 
studies is remarkably fluid. 
“All of our students receive 
an exemplary academic, 
social, and spiritual 

Some of the Kadimah students that will be giving a D’var Torah while Rabbi Netter is on Sabbatical (L-R) Charlie Herman, 
Jonah Slabodkin, Maya Slabodkin, Shira Symons, Michael Sanders
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Shabbat service in the community. This 
is where a Kadimah student’s Hebrew 
fluency, critical thinking skills from 
years of Torah and Talmud study, and 
self-assurance sparkle.  This past June, 
Michael Sanders, currently an eighth 
grader at Kadimah, was invited to give 
the D’var Torah in front of a crowd 
of 260+ people at the annual Kadimah 
Dinner.  He accepted without hesitation 
and was “very surprised and delighted 
to be given the honor of speaking at the 
Dinner in memory of Rivke Berkowitz.”

Jewish Day School students are 
represented disproportionately in and 
among the ranks of Jewish community 
lay leadership and professional positions 
across the country. In a school like 
Kadimah Academy, it is easy for students 
to build self-confidence and take on 
leadership roles in the local and national 
community. This year alone, Molly 
Brownstein ’13 was elected President of 
Tzafon Region USY and Manny Weinstein 
‘13 was elected Regional Vice President-
Outreach for Har Sinai NCSY.  Both are 
international youth group programs for 
Jewish teens.

Kadimah students graduate with a 
strong appreciation and understanding 
of the Jewish religion, practice, and 
values, leaving them ready to change 
the world. Veronica Borzynski ‘12 
attended Kadimah from kindergarten 
through eighth grade and recently won 
the Award for Excellence in Religion 
at Cardinal O’Hara High School at her 
graduation.  “My education at Kadimah 
was a very unique one,” she said in 
an email. “I thank the Judaic studies 
teachers at Kadimah who instilled a 
true passion for all things religion in 
me. Though my high school experience 
was one of Catholic tradition, my Jewish 
roots at Kadimah helped me excel.”

As evidenced by Rabbi Perry Netter in 
asking Kadimah students to “stand-in” 
while he is on Sabbatical, who exclaimed 
in an email, “I am enormously proud 
of the Kadimah students who will be 
filling in (for Divrei Torah) on Friday 
nights.  Each of our students is taking 
two shabbatot during the Sabbatical.  
How amazing is that?”  

You can see the Kadimah Kids in 
action (and have a nosh) at Temple 
Beth Tzedek, 621 Getzville Rd, Amherst, 
NY, on Friday nights, 6:00-7:30 from 
November through April.  
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On Sunday, September 25 at Temple 
Beth Tzedek, you could hear the blasts 
of hundreds of shofarot being made for 
Rosh Hashanah. Hundreds of children in 
Pre-K through 8th grade were cutting, 
sanding, shellacking and testing out 
their brand new shofar.  This program 
took place, thanks in part to a grant 
from the Buffalo Jewish Federation’s 
Jewish Program Venture Fund. The 
collaborating partners were Kadimah 
Academy, Chai Hebrew School, Holocaust 
Resource Center, Temple Beth Tzedek, 
Congregation Shir Shalom, Temple Beth 
Zion, PJ Library, Ohr Temimim and the 
Bureau of Jewish Education.  

The Educators’ Council of  
Western New York Presented the 

Community Shofar Factory

Handmade 
Gold 

Bracelet 
with 

Pavé set 
Diamonds

PAUL J. MICHAELS
487 Elmwood Ave., Buffalo, NY 14222

716-886-1300
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Tues.-Sat. 10am-6:30pm or By Appointment

www.congregationhavurah.org 
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Oscar-Winner Marlee Matlin Visits
JFS DEAF REFUGEE AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE CLASS

By Jessica Thorpe

Academy Award-winning actress Marlee Matlin 
recently visited the JFS Deaf Refugee American Sign 
Language (ASL) Class. She was in town September 
26 to kick off the Buffalo Jewish Federation’s 2017 
Campaign for Jewish Buffalo event. Federation staff 
arranged for her visit to JFS. 

“We deeply appreciate the thoughtfulness of 
the Federation in sharing Matlin’s visit with us, 
and highlighting JFS at their kick off dinner,” JFS 
Board Chair Blaine Schwartz said. 

Matlin has been deaf since she was a toddler 
in Illinois.  She won the Oscar for Best Actress in 
a Leading Role in 1987 for Children of a Lesser 
God, and is the only deaf performer to capture 
the coveted award.  She received the Golden 
Globe for Best Actress for the same movie, and 
has earned numerous Golden Globe and Emmy 
nominations for her work in film and television.  

“It was an incredible opportunity for our 
students, teacher, and staff to meet her, and to 
learn from one another and about the work that 
JFS is doing in conjunction with Service Bridges, 
Inc. We are so proud of what our students are 
able to accomplish!” JFS President and CEO 
Marlene Schillinger said. 

The JFS Deaf Refugee American Sign Language 
(ASL) class was launched earlier in 2016 to 
address the unmet needs of deaf adults resettling 
in Buffalo. 

“There are few to no educational opportunities 
for deaf refugees upon their arrival in the U.S.   
This program is designed to improve access 
to meaningful education, employment, medical 
and social aspects of life for deaf individuals 
who come from extremely diverse language 
backgrounds,” said Schillinger.  

“While some left countries where they 
had rich relationships within the deaf 
community, jobs and supportive families, 
there also are some who never have been 
to school or had the chance to learn any 
type of signing language. The common 
thread is that none knew ASL when they 
arrived here.  Without this, they cannot 
use sign language interpreters in the U.S. 
to find jobs, see a doctor or go to school. 
This program helps them gain the skills 
needed to connect with the American Deaf 
community and to live independently, 
enjoying the rights afforded to them by 
the Americans with Disabilities Act.”  

The students are from the Sudan, 
Congo, Nepal, Somalia and Cuba.  The 
program curriculum is developed by Jason 
Goldstein, founder and director of Service 
Bridges.  Among other mission objectives, 
the Niagara Falls, NY-based agency is 
committed to establishing broad-based 
access to professional ASL interpreters.  
The course is taught by Jamaican national 
Paula Brooks.  Both Goldstein and Brooks 
are deaf. 

“Once they students complete the course 
and are ready to look for employment, 
JFS will provide job development services 
in conjunction with case management 
support from Deaf Access Services.in 
Buffalo,” Schillinger said.

Jewish Family Service of Buffalo & Erie 
County is located at 70 Barker Street, 
Buffalo, NY  14209. For more information 
call 716-883-1914 or visit us online at 
www.jfsbuffalo.org Join us on Facebook 
at “jfsbuffalo.” 

Marlee Matlin with JFS clients.

JFS staff, clients and Federation staff and volunteers.
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HBLA Honors Allan Cooper 
at its 118th Annual Meeting 

November 13
The Hebrew Benevolent Loan Association, Buffalo’s Jewish Free Loan Society, will hold its 

118th Annual Meeting on Sunday, November 13, 2016, at 10am at Temple Beth Tzedek, 621 
Getzville Road, Amherst, New York. 

the organization and its mission, 
granting interest-free loans to 
Jewish residents of Western New 
York. In recognition of his many 
contributions to the HBLA, Allan 
was elected to the esteemed 
position of Honorary Director in 
2012.

The HBLA Board of Directors 
is proud to add the name of Allan 
Cooper to the list of previous 
recipients of the Exemplary 
Service Award: Peter Fleischmann, 
Jerome Yavno, Richard Yellen, 
Norbert Schechter, Nathan 
Kornmehl, Nelson Himmelfarb 
and George Massik. This award, 
created in 2010, is bestowed 
upon individuals whose extended 
and sustained service have 
contributed significantly to the 
continuity and viability of the 
HBLA.  

A complimentary dairy brunch 
will be served, prepared by 
Karen Genovese of the Tel Aviv 
Café under supervision of the 
Va’ad Hakashrus of Buffalo. The 
community is welcome to attend. 
For reservations, please contact 
the HBLA at (716) 204-0542 or 
info@wnyhbla.org.  

Following the election of directors and 
officers, the 2016 HBLA Exemplary Service 
Award will be presented to Allan Cooper. Allan 
is a longtime active member of the HBLA Board 
of Directors who was the first chairperson of its 
Marketing Committee and currently serves as 
the committee’s co-chair.  Under his direction, 
the original HBLA website was launched, 
followed earlier this year by the new, updated 
version (wnyhbla.org).

 Allan has been instrumental in initiating 
a variety of creative marketing strategies that 
have elevated the community’s awareness of 

Allan Cooper

Call (716)580-3976  5544 Main St., 2nd floor | Williamsville, NY 14221 www.slcwny.com
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The Jealous Man’s Burden   

By Sarah Wack, 
Buffalo Academy of the Sacred 

Heart 

In 1944 Jewish lawyer Raphael Lemkin 
created the word “genocide,” following the 
horrific devastation caused by World War 
II.  The word refers to the mass killing of 
a group of people, and offers insight into 
the events that have unfolded throughout 
time like the Holocaust. The Holocaust 
genocide occurred during the regime of 
Adolf Hitler during one of the most brutal 
wars and brings to light the many unsolved 
problems that still exist today. Analyzing 
the Holocaust closely has allowed me to 
gain a deeper understanding into the true 
devastation and the impact seen in today’s 
society. 

Taking a step back in time is not an 
easy thing to do; it is one thing to hear 

a story, it is another to live it. However, 
the creation of a label such as the word 
“genocide,” makes clear that this is not 
simply just a story to be remembered.  
The  genocide from the 1940’s remains 
both beyond comprehension and very 
real. The problem that led to such a 

devastating result has roots in the 
basics of stereotyping. Stereotypes are 
a jealous man’s burden. Seeing another 
person receiving better treatment from 
the world stirs up a deep emotion that 
regurgitates in the form of pure disgust 
and hating words. Twisting words and 
weaving them into a sentence full 
of hate makes one wonder what the 
limitation of the human is. Having the 
emotional ability to offer up a soul to 
the fiery depths of pure brutality is hard 
to understand, but still clearly possible 
as plainly displayed through the several 
gas torture chambers used during the 
Holocaust. The evils that occurred to the 
“out casted,” firmly shows that humans 
do not have limitations on anything. 
The impossible has become reachable. 
Looking around at the bustling world 
today, a variety of things can and will 
be witnessed. Most common may be the 
assumption that anyone of the Islam 
faith is a terrorist or homosexual couples 
are horrible parents and so forth. The list 
keeps growing, and there are no hints 
of the list shrinking anytime soon. How 
can hate crime become so popular in a 
world that understands that such bitter 
feelings ultimately leads to the worst 
event of all, genocide? 

Perhaps the problem is, many people 
are still grappling to understand the 
depth behind genocide. The first step 
towards the problem is a simple hating 
line against others not like themselves. 
Understanding this point allows for the 
call to bear arms against stereotyping. 
A weapon to battle discrimination is 
communication. It’s harder than it 

sounds, but certainly not impossible. 
Words are the world’s mightiest swords, 
they can raise armies and comfort the 
wailing child. The key is to creating and 
weaving the right words. That’s how 
biased profiling like stereotypes arose, 
blending all the cruelest words that 
escaped Pandora’s Box into one sentence 
that establishes dominance. Taking 
the time to approach the bully with a 
calming aura may diffuse the ticking 
time bomb before it can explode. There 
comes a time in everyone’s life when we 
must all embrace our inner Atticus Finch 
and walk around in someone else’s shoes. 
When witnessing such discrimination 
my goal is to be able to apply these 
lessons of communication properly into 
the situation. Finding the courage to 
do so is another problem to tackle, but 
once the correct words are formed in our 
minds the rest may follow. 

The words spoken by Pastor Martin 
Niemoller following World War II are 
timeless. He said “First they came for 
the Jews and I did not speak out because 
I was not a Jew. Then they came for the 
Communists and I did not speak out 
because I was not a Communist. Then 
they came for the trade unionists and 
I did not speak out because I was not a 
trade unionist. Then they came for me, 
and there was no one left to speak out for 
me.” The Pastor is referring to how silence 
is one of the most deadly responses to 
hate crime. In order to let it perish it 
must be fought correctly through the 
power of words. Having the knowledge 
about the origins of stereotypes and how 
they have applied to civilizations allows 
every individual to properly file through 
their mind and pick out the acceptable 
words for the situation. The knowledge 
of the Holocaust has taught me that 
while human beings are able to be vile 
with their actions, the retaliation should 
be calm words to the oppressor and the 
oppressed. 

With evil released, Hope still remains 
in Pandora’s Box, waiting and watching 
as time flies by. We all have some inside 
of us, and when we act kind in the face 
of evil, it spurs us on, encouraging us 
to continue. It is never lost, not unless 
we allow it so. Our greatest enemy is 
not being able to fully understand and 
appreciate the “Golden Rule”, and I fear 
we never will. However, we can always 
tackle the demons with our words and 
hold on tight to our little box of Hope, as 
we battle the jealous man’s burden. 

Editor’s Note: This essay is the winning 
entry of the Holocaust Resource Center’s 

2016 Student Arts & Writing Competition.
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THE ERIE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION PRESENTS 
TWO PERFORMANCES OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY

To commemorate the 70th Anniversary  
of the Nuremberg Tibunals

These dramatic presentations feature performances by 
Gabriel Ferber as General Rudenko

Benjamin J. Fitt as Alfred Rosenberg
And is directed by Eric J. Bloom.

For information, contact Susan Kohlbacher,  
Director of Programs and Events of the Erie County Bar Association,  

716-852-8687 x 120 or skohlbacher@eriebar.org. 

By Mara Koven-Gellman

Renee Weinrieb used the power of Facebook to gather donors and volunteers to create 
gift bags for 60 area Holocaust Survivors for the High Holidays.  She chaired this unique 
program and her call to action was simple: “The community survivors were so touched by 
last year’s baskets, so please help us continue this tradition and let them know we care. 
There will come a time when sadly, there will be no more gift bags to give. Are you ready 
to help with this mitzvah? #NEVERFORGET”

The bags were sweetened with personalized cards from students at the Shofar 
Factory community event Sept 25 organized by the Bureau of Jewish Education. 
Volunteers then delivered the bags in time for Rosh Hashanah. One volunteer 
driver said, “the bag was very well received, but what was truly appreciated was the 
personal visit and warm wishes for a healthy new year.” Survivors live in Niagara 
Fall, Grand Island, throughout Buffalo and 16 are clients of Jewish Family Service of 
Buffalo and Erie County.

Many thanks to the following Upstanders for participating in this project: Bev 
Schiller, Mandy Weiss, Elizabeth and Loren Marmion, Matt Schwartz, Pieter Weinrieb, 
Irwin Gelman, Eileen Angelini, Miriam, Zelda, and Ozzy Abramovich, Melissa Paull 
Goldberg, Renee Nicole Events, Randi Klein Morkisz ,Julie Newberger, Julie Dressler 
Weinberg, Alison Burrows, Robin Bernhard Kurss, Yehoshua And-Brocha Leah 
Greenberg, Nichole Rabb-Mittner Weinstein, Amy Grashow Pecora, and Lauren 
Lubell Bloomberg.

GIFT BAGS FOR BUFFALO-AREA 
HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS

Lubell Bloomberg.
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Lion of Judah/ Pomegranate Special Event

Cheryl Orlick, Ilene Fleischmann, Penny Shuman and Marjorie Scheff  Hostess Bonnie Clement, Susan Levy and Faygie Fox Federation CEO Rob Goldberg, Ellen Weiss,  Chaya Shuman, 
Rivona Ehrenreich and Penny Shuman

Janet Desmon, Eileen Fine and Ellen Reis

Joan Cohen and Sandra Morrison Marjorie Scheff and Beverly Levin Gretchen Gross, Marilyn Shuman, Ellen Reis and Janet 
Desmon

Susan Levy, Julie Kweller, Sandra Morrison and Eileen Fine

Sonia Gellman Young, guest speaker Valerie Khaytina, Susan Gellman Ellen Weiss and Chaya Shuman Gretchen Gross and Rivona Ehrenreich Women’s Philanthropy Chair Julie 
Dressler Weinberg

Guest speaker Valerie Khaytina

Sonia Gellman Young, Gretchen Gross, Janet Desmon Susan Gellman, Joan Cohen, Marilyn Shuman, Penny Shuman Valerie Khaytina and Judith Katzenelson Brownstein Valerie Khaytina and Lana Benatovich
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Tea and Torah

TBZ @ Hydraulic Hearth

A large group of Buffalo women enjoyed an inspiring 
evening of “Torah & Tea” before Rosh Hashana, hosted 
and led by Rivky Greenberg. They explored the Jewish 
view on change; the difference between change 
and transformation and what is ultimately expected 
from us in this life. Women got to study, schmooze, 
sip tea and taste some delicious refreshments. Rivky 
concluded the get-together with an inspirational 
song highlighting the powerful message of the 
evening. “Torah & Tea” is a program of the Jewish 
Discovery Center. A different topic is chosen every 
month and women are welcome to participate in 
one or any number of classes. You may email Rivky 
at TorahandTea@gmail.com or contact her at  
(716) 906-8890 to learn more about this program.

A toast to the New Year 5777 with TBZ members at Hydraulic Hearth Rabbi Jonathan Freirich and his wife, Ginny Reel ( center),  
celebrating the new year with Temple

Beth Zion friends

Hydraulic Hearth hostess Leslie Zemsky ( left), Cantor Penny Myers ( center)  
and many TBZ friends celebrate the moment!

Happy New Year 5777! Music with Moshe Shulman and friend
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Linda Gellman & Bill Myers make Light into Art

TuB’Av
The Jewish “Holiday of love”—Tu B’Av—was celebrated 
this summer at the home of Dr. Pinny and Sonia Young 
with a bonfire, s’mores and Jewish song. About 40 
women gathered to recognize a day likened by the 
Talmud to the importance of observing Yom Kippur. The 
Kumsitz was led by Rus Devorah Wallen. Leah Young, 
who recently returned from a year of studying in Israel, 
explained the significance of the gathering. “On this 
night, it is said that the daughters of Jerusalem would 
dance in the vineyards” explained Miss Young, “they 
would wear white linen dresses and it was a night when 
it didn’t matter who was rich and who was poor. The 
single Jewish men would go out into the vineyards and 
find their other halves. It was a night of Jewish love and 
soul searching.” 

Terri Kasimov and Cricket Gordon attended the 
West Side opening of BillLinda’s new art project

Alyssa Rabach, Judy Judelsohn and Jerry Kasimov Ellen Weiss, Holly Levy and Eve Feigelis The art piece/ light sculpture by Linda 
Gellman and Bill Myers in the dark near 

Buffalo’s 5 Corners

Holly Levy, Eve Feigelis, Mickey Osterreicher, 
Cathaleen Curtiss, David Herer

Judy Zeckhauser, Deenie Shatkin, Robert Schulman and 
Hannah Raiken Schulman

Robin Raphael,  Allen Gellin and Helene Steinhart Linda Gellman addressing the art lovers 
on Buffalo’s West Side

Bill Myers and Linda Gellman in front of the art/ light sculpture
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JFS, Scouts & Shir Shalom Mitzvah Project
In October, volunteers from JFS, Shir Shalom,  local Jewish Boy Scouts and New Americans came together to clean up 
a lot where a building that housed some New Americans had burned this summer. Shir Shalom volunteers,  
JSF volunteers and board members and New Americans worked on a Sunday morning to clean up the lot from the 
garbage and refuse of the fire.  
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(NOT) THE LAST WORD

IN MEMORY OF  
PRESIDENT SHIMON PERES ( 1923-2016)

The Buffalo Jewish Community paid tribute to former Israeli President Shimon 
Peres October 9 at a community event at Congregation Shir Shalom. Rabbi Alex 
Lazarus-Klein read this poem, written in memory of Peres.  He explained that Peres 
was an organ donor, and someone, in fact, would probably get his eyes.  

Someone Will Get Your Eyes
 by Sharon Shinar
Someone will get your eyes,
The eyes that saw a nation, before the 

nation succeeded in seeing itself,
The eyes that saw Ben Gurion stand on his 

head,
And Golda, in the seat of the Prime Minister.
Someone will get your eyes,
The eyes that saw wars, terror and 

bereavement
And saw Independence and a flag, with a 

blue Star of David
Eyes that saw a Prime Minister assassinated
But also saw peace treaties
Eyes that under no circumstances
ever agreed to see the End.
Someone will get your eyes,
Eyes that saw innovation, even before the 

word had an entry in the dictionary
Eyes that saw losses but refused to see 

defeat
Eyes that saw worlds, and saw leaders
Eyes that taught, each day anew, to have 

faith.
Someone will get your eyes
And how symbolic is it that you specifically 

chose to leave them behind
Eyes that saw so much of everything, and 

insisted that,
no matter how dark things looked in the 

Great room • Media room • Wifi • Fitness center 
Data center • Beauty salon • Laundry facilities 
Full time social worker • Activities • Transportation 
24 hour emergency maintenance • Two elevators • Library 
Computer room • Pool table • Emergency medical call 
system • Chapel • Card room • Large screen tv

Jewish 
Federation 
Apartments

Jewish Federation Apartments
275 Essjay Road
Williamsville, NY 14221

For application information please call 716-631-8471
www.JewishFederationApartments.org

Open to all religious denominations

Watch your favorite shows with your 
new friends on our big screen TV!

*Jewish Federation Apartments does not discriminate on the basis of handicapped status in the 
admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, its federally assisted program and activities.

Rent assisted apartments for seniors & mobility-impaired adults tunnel of the moment,
there was always at least a little point of 

light at the end.
Someone, will get your eyes,
And that is so much more than everything 

else
For history always remains behind
But if we succeed in looking forward, like 

your eyes
Then perhaps, even for just a moment, we 

will succeed in believing in all of this
For ourselves,
For you.

Shimon Peres, born Szymon Perski; 
(August 2, 1923 – September 28, 2016) was 
an Israeli statesman and the ninth President 
of Israel, serving from 2007 to 2014. Peres 
served twice as the Prime Minister of 
Israel and twice as Interim Prime Minister, 
and he was a member of twelve cabinets in 
a political career spanning nearly 70 
years. Peres was elected to the Knesset in 
November 1959 and, except for a three-
month-long hiatus in early 2006, served 
continuously until 2007, when he became 
President, serving in the role for another 
seven years. At the time of his retirement 
in 2014, he was the world’s oldest head of 
state. He was considered the last link to 
Israel’s founding generation.



November 2016 | www.jfedbflo.com   45

Experience • Integrity • Compassion • Affordable

Two Generations Serving Western New York for 65 Years

FRANK FARINO
NYS Licensed Optician
Hearing Aid Specialist 

www.hearingnvision.com

FREE HEARING
SCREENING ($75 VALUE)

CALL NOW! (716) 407-3140

9735 Main Street, Clarence NY 14031

Farinos Hearing and Vision Center Option 8

C E N T E R

FARINO’S

and

C E N T E R

FARINO’S

and

C E N T E R

FARINO’S

and

MARKET PLACE
To advertise call an  

Account Executive today!

972-2250

Enjoy a Clean HomeEnjoy a Clean HomeEnjoy a Clean HomeEnjoy a Clean Home
Locally Owned

Operated Since 1980

716-694-2810
www.pennybritewny.com

Looking 
for a 

? ? 
Are you looking for companionship 
& romance in the WNY area?

Why not place an ad 
in our Shidduch column!

Once your ad is running in the Shidduch column, 
it will be assigned to a Department #. Anyone wishing 

to respond to your ad will be asked to send a letter 
in the care of your Department # to:

WNY Jewish Journal/Shidduch Column
1738 Elmwood Avenue, Suite 103

Buffalo, NY 14207

Your letters will be forwarded weekly.
Deadline for all ads is the 10th of each month

Your ad can include 
up to 30 words, 
and a full color 
photo if you choose. 

Call Robin today at 
716.783.9119 x2235. 
Each ad is only $18!

AMERICAN 
DEAD WOODLLC

TRIMMING | REMOVALS
STUMP GRINDING

JASON VAN ALLEN
(716) 868-1829

FULLY INSURED



CALL 557-1271 TO SCHEDULE A 
FREE ONE HOUR CONSULTATION
33 Melrose Road, Williamsville, NY 14221
Benjamin D. Oppenheimer, DDS
Visit www.ConciergeDentalGroup.com

When it comes to mini, standard 
or wide diameter implants,
Experience Matters!

Whether standard, mini or wide,
Dr. Oppenheimer and the 

Concierge Dental Group team
have the perfect implant 

for any circumstance.




