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OCT. 23RD

9AM-2PM
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Banquet 
Center 

2425 Niagara Falls Blvd.
Amherst, NY

Free and open to the public. No registration necessary.
FOR QUESTIONS CALL 972-2244

A FREE EVENT featuring:

Giveaways Every Hour for the First 100 People Through the Door!
SPONSORED BY:

•  Experts in services & products 
geared specifically to those 
enjoying life over 50 in WNY!

• Free Health Screenings

• Free Parking

•  Grab lunch at  
Hot Off the Press Food Truck 
from 11:30 am - 1:30 pm

• Giveaways

• Flu Shots

•  Live Music from  
Full Swing Sound

• Special Presentations

• And More!
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ENTER TO 
WIN A TRIP 

FOR 2 TO 
LAS VEGAS!

Package includes: 
Round trip airline tick-
ets from Buffalo to Las 
Vegas for two people, 
airport hotel travels & 3 
nights accommodations 
at Harrah’s Las Vegas.*

*Travel must be completed by April 1, 2015 and is based on availability and cannot be extended under any circumstances. Trip is based upon availability. Blackout dates will apply. Reservations should be 
made at least 30 days in advance of the desired departure date. Prize has no redeemable cash value and destination cannot be changed. Any changes made to the itinerary once documents have been 
issued are subject to penalties assessed by the airline or hotel and become the responsibility of the prize winner. Certificate must be presented to The Travel Team, Inc. when reservations are made.
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October has arrived, and with 
it a New Year, new reasons to rejoice, new 
projects and opportunities and an old foe 
in new clothes. You will want to know 
about Nickel City Jews, the new-this-past-
year group for young adults, both single 
and married, students and professionals.  
They have been having programs, projects, 
dinners and celebrating Shabbat and 
holidays together, and this month they will 
enjoy Sukkot in the JCC sukkah.  

In addition, five members of our 
community returned from a national Jewish 
Federation of North America mission to 
Israel at the end of August.  Mike Wise, 
Rabbi Perry Netter, Rabbi Alex Lazarus-
Klein, David and Beverly Schiller joined 
60 other Jews in Israel for an intense and 
meaningful few days.  They share their 
thoughts with us on pages 4 and 5.  

This month, also features the beginning 
of our Dosberg Notable Speaker Series on 
October 20, which will highlight Israel 
and the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions 
Movement (BDS) working against Israel.   
This discussion will remind us that Israel and 
Jews continue to face an old enemy—anti-
Semitism—dressed up as anti-Israel protest, 
and will enable us to educate ourselves in the 
battle against this ugly and ancient hatred. 
The Jerusalem Quartet is coming to Buffalo 
(October 14) and so are the world-famous a 
cappella choir, the Maccabeats (October 26.)

Finally, this October is a month of 
holidays, from Yom Kippur to Simchat 
Torah.  Please accept my wishes for a joyous 
and meaningful celebration. May you have 
an enlightened and important year, and may 
we all in Buffalo continue to grow stronger 
as a community and as a people.   Shana 
Tova!

Ellen Goldstein - Editor
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One of the significant strategies 
outlined in the new Federation Strategic 
Plan is welcoming and engaging the 
Millennial Generation (25-40 year olds) 
in the Jewish community. While their 
numbers are relatively small, engaging 
this group is Mission Critical for the 
future of our community.  All of us 
need the involvement of this age group, 
both as future leaders and as they begin 
to have children who will populate our 
pre-schools, day camps, day schools and 
complementary Hebrew schools. In the 

past, we have had somewhat of a piecemeal approach to building relationships with 
young adults. However, in the last year through the Federation, we have begun to take 
a holistic approach to engaging and serving this population. 

Through the creation of our new engagement initiative, Nickel City Jews, we are 
bringing all facets of the Jewish community together to create ongoing and varied 
programs that facilitate engagement of Jewish young people with each other and with 
Jewish experiences. Nickel City Jews (NCJ) is a team approach led by the Federation 
but composed of staff and volunteers from the BJE, Hillel, JCC, JFS, PJ Library, day 
schools, and local synagogues. We are working as a team to bring programming for 
this age group under a single banner. Specific groups and programs exist under the 
banner of NCJ including the Derek Jewlander group, managed by the BJE as well 
as the PJ Library program. Nickel City Jews works in three core demographic areas: 
Grads (recent college graduates and young adults enrolled in a graduate program), 
Young Professionals, and Families with Young Children.   Nickel City Jews is staffed 
by Miriam Abramovich from Federation along with Laura Hemlock of Hillel, Juliet 
Glaser from PJ Library, Jill Komm from the BJE, Lital Liberty- Community Shaliach 
and Rabbi Adam Scheldt from Temple Beth Zion. Nickel City Jews has also just 
appointed two dynamic young adults--Amanda Miller Burg and Michael Komm-- to 
chair the development of this initiative.  Additional members of the volunteer team will 
consist of a group of young people in their 20s, 30s and early 40s with diverse identities, 
perspectives and passions. 

During the coming year, you will see and hear about the many programs occurring 
under the NCJ brand to serve and engage the future leaders of our community. If we 
are to attract new young adults to our community, it will be in no small part due to the 
success of this program. Of course central to attracting young Jews to Buffalo is good 
jobs. With the new medical campus and expanding economic base of the region in our 
“plus column”, we now have a great opportunity to welcome young Jews to Buffalo. A 
recent survey highlighted Buffalo as one of the three least expensive cities in America 
where one can lead a full Jewish life. 

We have much going for us right now. Like other Jewish communities that have 
been successful in creating engagement models, we look to the Nickel City Jews as 
integral to the future of our Jewish community. We only need to look to the other side 
of Lake Erie, in Detroit, where they have used a similar model to successfully attract 
and connect thousands of young adults to the Jewish community in meaningful and 
positive ways. 

But, all of this requires new ways of thinking. We cannot dictate to this generation 
how to become involved.  Rather we must let them have ownership of these programs 
and engagement model. Communal leaders must be mindful and intentional in taking 
a step back so that young people have the space to take ownership of building a bright, 
new future for Jewish Buffalo. Millennials clearly want meaningful connections to 
Jewish life but it must be done through their initiatives—those which bring meaning 
to their lives. One example is the work JFS is doing with the group to actively engage 
the NCJ group in volunteerism with resettlement work of JFS. 

How can we determine if young people are becoming engaged in Jewish Life and 
in our Jewish Community? Traditional benchmarks such as securing membership or 
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Michael D. Wise David Desmon
After a great deal of work by the 

Jewish Federation’s Strategic Planning 
Task Force, we recently presented the 
new Strategic Plan, which was then 
approved by your Federation Board of 
Governors. This is a “Federation-centric” 
plan, focused on specific projects, 
programs and initiatives, to improve and 
strengthen our Jewish Federation so it 
can better fulfill our mission and vision 
for a more vibrant Jewish community. 
The recent demographic study outlines 
several critical benchmarks which paint a 
clear picture of what Jewish Buffalo looks 

like. It is descriptive, but not prescriptive. That is the purpose of our strategic plan.
Several years ago, Jewish Federation embarked on its own internal study with a 

blue chip committee of community and agency leaders, co-chaired by Andy Shaevel 
and me, which developed an action plan to address communal issues in creative and 
exciting ways.  The group then produced a Memorandum of Understanding between 
the Federation and several key agencies. One of the primary challenges has been the 
relationship with our historic beneficiaries. We found that we needed to create an 
atmosphere so that the Federation could work with all the agencies and synagogues 
together in the area of problem solving, collaboration and cooperation. Clearly, 
challenges exist.  There are weaknesses, and room for improvement, but now there is 
an overwhelming sense that the Federation is moving in the right direction and that 
the Federation is stronger today than it was five years ago.

Ultimately, the Federation’s purpose, vision and mission need to inspire current and 
potential donors so they have a reason to give to our United Jewish Fund Campaign. 
Through the recent strategic planning process, the Strategic Planning Task Force 
developed, vetted and approved the following statements:
Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo Purpose Statement:

To develop, acquire and allocate funds and resources for implementing and 
coordinating community building and taking care of community needs.
Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo Vision Statement:

A vibrant and caring Jewish community in Greater Buffalo, Israel, and around the 
world.
Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo Mission Statement:

The Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo, guided by Jewish values, convenes, 
inspires, collaborates, leads and enriches the Jewish community locally, in Israel and 
around the world.

Our next step was to develop strategic priorities and goals.  The result was that we 
identified four key priorities and many goals for the Federation to focus on over the 
next several years.
1. Develop Human Capital: We are obsessed with the notion of developing human 

capital so that Buffalo’s Jewish Community will have a continuous pipeline of high 
quality volunteer and professional leaders.  The areas of focus are new lay leadership, 
trustee/board governance and training, and professional development programs.

2. Develop and Grow Sources of Funding (Philanthropic Support): In order to 
diversify funding streams and increase the financial resources available to positively 
impact the community by identifying and implementing new ways to raise funds. 
These include such things as increase gifts from existing donors, recapture 10% of 
lapsed donors, reduce delinquencies, generate donations from new donors, increase 
corporate giving, target donors to endow some, part or all of their gift and seek 
external grants.

3. Foster Collaboration and Efficiency:  Impact can be enhanced through efforts in 
which multiple parties work together to maximize human and financial resources.  
Recognizing our unique role in the community the Federation seeks to encourage, 
facilitate and identify opportunities for the community’s partners to work more 

Continued on Page 6 Continued on Page 6
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CommunitySolidarity Mission to Israel

By Rabbi Perry Netter

“First of all, thank you for coming.”
This is what was said to us by every 

speaker, by every group leader, by every 
Israeli we met on the Jewish Federation 
of North America Solidarity Mission 
to Israel during four intense days last 
month.  These were not empty words.  
They were as sincere and as heartfelt as 
I have ever heard.  Thank you for coming.

Many people understandably decided 
that this summer was not the year to be 
in Israel.  Our travel agent told Rabbi 
Alex Lazarus-Klein and me that 200 of 
their summer tours were cancelled this 
year.  That represents over 2 million 
dollars in lost revenue.   And that is why 
they all thanked us for coming.

To tell you the truth, that felt 
backwards to us.  Truth is, this is what 
we wanted to say to every Israeli we met: 
Thank you for being here.  Thank you for 
being on the front line in the war against 
the Jews, even though that was neither 
your intention nor desire.  Thank you for 
enduring the fear and the terror of running 
to a bomb shelter within fifteen seconds of 
hearing that siren, day after night after 
day.  Thank you for giving your sons and 
daughters who paid the ultimate sacrifice, 
a price we are not asked to pay for the 
privilege of being Jewish. How can we not 
be here?  It is you who deserve the thanks.

We traveled as far north as Ra’anana, 
and as far south as Sderot.  At the 
Chaim Sheba Hospital trauma unit we 
met soldiers who were recovering from 
injuries sustained in battle.  To a soldier, 
they couldn’t wait to return to combat 
and finish the job they began.  At an 
absorption center in Ra’anana we met 
four remarkable young American Jews 
who had just made Aliyah and were 
preparing to go straight to the army.  We 
met students at a college who designed a 
website that debunked as much Hamas 
propaganda as they could.  We met 
with political and economic officers of 
the American Embassy.  We met with 
the mayor of Sderot.  Each encounter 
during the four days was as powerful and 
inspiring as the next.  

And then there were the experiences 
that broke our hearts.  My group visited 
the family of Tal Ifrach, a 21 year old 
staff sergeant from Rishon Letzion.  
Raised by a single mother, Tal and his 
sister were his mother’s entire life.  We 

It Was a Privilege
visited on the day of Tal’s shloshim, the 
thirtieth day after his burial.  Her grief 
was indescribable.  She passed around 
Tal’s army picture.  A gorgeous boy with 
a smile of an angel.  He was the one who 
brought joy and laughter to his family 
and friends.  He was killed in a firefight 
to capture a house in which there were 
maps of the intricate tunnel system and 
war plans were stored.  Tal died in one 
of the most important operations of 
the war.  Because of his courage, many 
Israelis were saved.  

Discovered in that house were the 
plans for a full scale war launched on 
Rosh Hashanah.  A thousand missiles 
launched simultaneously into the Israeli 
heartland; hundreds of Hamas militants 
emerging from the tunnels, heavily 
armed, intending to slaughter as many 
men, women and children as they could; 
supplies of syringes filled with sedatives, 
many pairs of handcuffs, intending to 
capture hostages and bring them to Gaza 
through the tunnels.  Hamas had been 
planning this assault for two years, the 
time it took to build the network of 
tunnels.  Tal died a hero’s death, and we 
pray that it will be a consolation to his 
family, who will never be whole again.

We also stood next to newly dug 
graves on Har Herzl in Jerusalem.  If 
every cemetery is holy, then the military 
cemetery on Har Herzl is the Holy of 
Holies.  That is where Tal, and the others 
who were killed in this war, is laid to 
rest.  20,000 people came to the funeral 
of 21 year old sergeant Sean Carmeli, 
a lone soldier from South Padre Island, 
Texas.  30,000 came for the funeral of 
Max Steinberg of Los Angeles, who went 
to Israel for the first time on a Birthright 
trip.  Max fell in love with the country, 
so much, so deeply, that he made Aliyah 
and joined the army.  He died in combat 
in the Gaza City neighborhood of 
Shejaiya, a Hamas stronghold where 
missiles were produced and launched and 
tunnels began in homes and mosques.  
At our ceremony next to the graves we 
heard from the brother of 20 year old 
staff sergeant Liel Gidoni of Jerusalem, 
who died three weeks earlier from mortar 
fire when Hamas violated a ceasefire.  
A Cantor from our group sang the El 
Maleh Rahamim.  I led the group in 
kaddish.  I still cry when memory brings 
me back to that moment.  So much pain.

All the time that I was in Israel, in 

spite of the onslaught of missiles from 
the Hamas murderers, I felt safe and 
calm.  The Iron Dome is a miracle of 
modern military technology that Israel 
developed because we had no choice.  We 
know our neighbors.  But it was not just 
the protection of the Iron Dome that led 
to the feeling of calm.  No, the source 
of my feeling of peace and security came 
from knowing that I was in the right 
place at the right time, with my people, 
with my family, at a time of crisis.  I was 

exactly where I belonged.  Thank me for 
coming?  Hardly.  

Mark your calendars: on June 28, 
2015, a contingent of Buffalo’s Jews from 
all the area synagogues will be flying 
to Israel as a community.  The trip is 
guaranteed to go.  Save your shekels now.  
Israel is the right place at the right time, 
with our people, with our family.  It is 
exactly where you belong.  And I won’t 
have to thank you for going.  

NOT BY GEVALT ALONE
By David Schiller

Rabbi Netter suggested a plan 
of action for those of us currently 
not living in Israel on the second 
Shabbat after the beginning of 
“Operation Protective Edge:” 

•	 Buy Israel Bonds
•	 Support AIPAC
•	 Visit Israel
To his list I would add: support 

the growing list of wounded soldiers 
through Friends of Israel Disabled 
Veterans, and the work of American 
Friends of Magen David Adom.

“Gevalt” - we need to respond.  We 
should do so.  But not only when the 
operative word is “Gevalt.”

Our people’s journey is defined 

by many numerous contributions to 
mankind including religion, the sciences, 
literature, moral and legal principles, and 
music.  We celebrate those achievements 
and “shep naches.”

The Jewish people’s presence in the 
Land of Israel took a new, dramatic turn 
at the end of the 19th century as Europe 
became increasingly - and violently - 
inhospitable to Jews. Hebrew was reborn, 
teaching millions of Jews our people’s 
language and giving them meaningful 
and deep access to our literature and 
adding to the body of work at the same 
time Diaspora Jewry was doing so less 
and less.  Jewish labor, in fields and 
factories, built the Jewish State in the 20th 
century.  Israeli innovators took both 
agricultural and industrial achievements 

In Israel for the National Solidarity Mission with the Jewish Federations of North America were ( from 
left) Federation CEO Michael Wise, Beverly Schiller, David Schiller, Congregation Shir Shalom Rabbi 
Alex Lazarus-Klein and Temple Beth Tzedek Rabbi Perry Netter. They were 5 of 60 North American 
Leaders in Israel.

Buffalonians in Israel
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Community The Summer of 2014 in Israel

By Rabbi Alex Lazarus-Klein

Between August 18th and the 
21st, I had the privilege of taking 
part in The Jewish Federations of 
North America’s “Stop the Sirens 
Solidarity Mission to Israel.”  
Of the 65 participants from 
communities across America, five 
of us were from Buffalo.  Over the 
course of the 72 hours in the Holy 
Land, we had a constant stream 
of meetings, from politicians, to 
newscasters, to representatives 
from the US State Department, to 
regular Israelis.

The trip was not a tour of Israel.  It 
was intended to give us insight into 
the current conflict, in order to better 
explain to our home communities what 
was really going on.  It also was a way of 
extending a big hug to our brethren in 
Israel, to let them know they were not 
alone, but had the support of the North 
American Jewish Community.  And, 
without exception, every person we met 
with thanked us for our efforts on their 
behalf.

What we did not bargain for is that 
half-way through the trip the cease fire 
would be broken and we would find 
ourselves in the middle of the heaviest 
barrage of rockets from Gaza to that 
point in the hostilities.  Not only did 

to a new level: drip irrigation for Israeli 
fields was also sold around the world 
to help all people grow food more 
efficiently.  Desalinization technology 
used to add to Israel’s water supply is 
now constructed by Israeli companies 
in other places on Earth. There are 
many countries on the globe for which 
Israel serves as an inspiration.  Nike’s 
slogan “just do it” may as well have been 
inspired by Israeli accomplishments.

Under the protection of a vibrant 
democracy in Israel, adherents of all 
religions safely practice their respective 
faiths, and all political views are aired 
in all media and in the legislature.  All 
people have access to the judicial system. 
From the entrance to the building of its 
Supreme Court, Israelis (Jewish and not 
Jewish) and Palestinians are but 30 steps 
away from the Court’s chambers.

And yet, in our community, we are 

most active about Israel when it is under 
fire. We should not respond only to 
“gevalt.”  We must take pride in its 
achievements, and be inspired by its 
leadership of the Jewish world.  Indeed, 
we are stronger, walk taller, and watch 
Jewish culture continue to bloom 
because of Israel. Not German, or 
British, or Russian, or American Jewish 
communities lead Jewry into the future, 
but Israel’s Jewish culture provides that 
leadership to us all.  It is cause for 
heart-felt celebration, not just appeals 
for money.  

We should give money to Israeli 
community services to help the success 
because it is important to us, certainly 
not out of worry or “gevalt.”  We 
should visit Israel to see the miracle of 
a living, successful, and vibrant - if often 
contentious - Jewish culture.

As Americans, what is the message?  We 

An Amazing Mission
this impact what we could or could not 
do on our mission, but gave us a real 
understanding of what Israeli society has 
faced over the past fourteen years.

Rockets have been raining down 
on Southern Israel since 2000.  The 
change now is that they are not only 
hitting Southern Israel, but also Tel 
Aviv and Jerusalem.  It is impossible to 
underestimate the psychological impact 
this has had on the whole of Israeli 
society.  While news reports in the US 
often focus on the military excursions in 
Gaza and the tremendous loss of life the 
Palestinian people have faced in the last 
two months, the toll that this has taken 
within Israel is harder to quantify.

On our mission, we spoke with 
children afraid to visit friends, elderly 
and disabled confined to their homes, 
and families coping with the stress of war 
on a regular basis.  Code Red or tzevah 
adom, as it is known in Hebrew, can go 
off at any time, including the middle of 
the night.  For those living in Southern 
Israel, this means finding a bomb shelter 
within fifteen seconds.  Worse still are 
the tunnels that burrow from Gaza 
into Israel territory, more than thirty 
of them discovered and consequentially 
destroyed by the Israeli Army.  Out of 
these deep holes in the ground, there is 
space enough for several Hamas soldiers 
to appear carrying heavy arms to murder 

and kidnap Israeli civilians.
One of the places we visited on the 

trip was Sderot, a quiet town in Southern 
Israel.  There we met with teachers 
at an absorption center and witnessed 
the reactions of the 8 or 9 year old 
students at the sounds of exploding 
rockets outside their school.  We later 
talked with a few residents of Kibbutz 
Nahal Oz, an agricultural community 
on the edge of Gaza.  They showed 
us pictures of the walls they had to 
erect to protect the children in their 
kindergarten, large gray cement slabs 

next to a small playground.  Tragically, 
while we were flying back to the US, one 
of those incoming kindergarteners, a 4 
year-old boy named Daniel Tregerman 
was killed by shrapnel when the remains 
of a rocket that struck the side of his 
parents’ car.

Israeli society is strong, vibrant and 
resilient.  Universally there is a feeling 
that we will not let a terrorist organization 
like Hamas win by stopping daily life.  
This is not a war that Israel has chosen, 
but it is a war that has to be fought.

A soldier’s grave on Har Herzel.
Photos by Beverly Shiller

David Schiller with Ethiopian Jews in Israel

should share with all our neighbors 
the mantra that appeared on buttons 
years ago: “Support Freedom - Support 
Israel.”  It is a message that does not 
fall on deaf ears in the United States of 
America.

Going to Israel this August was not 
just for the very few of us.  The plane 
was filled with American families, Israeli 
families, two new Olim from Boston 
(coincidentally a friend of our son’s 
from Binghamton University), a youth 
tour, businesspeople, and students.  We 
were but a very few people on a small 
solidarity mission.  Put Israel in your 
travel plans for fun in your lives, too, as 
you would plan any other vacation.

Our lives in Buffalo, both directly and 
indirectly, are immeasurably enriched 
and enhanced by Israel.  Let’s celebrate it 
here in Buffalo as a community, as well 
as support it, not just for them, but for 

ourselves.
 As stated in EL AL’s slogan Israel 

is for us: The Most At Home in 
the World.  In the future, I hope to 
offer answers to the question “How 
can Buffalo engage with Israel in 
substantive, meaningful, and engaging 
ways?” An additional question is: 
“How the specific goals and plans of 
action be developed and how will they 
be implemented?”  There is a great 
deal of work to do.

Doing so will make us real 
participants in the enterprise, not 
mere observers and reporters.  It will 
strengthen the community here and 
add to joy in our lives.  As Rabbi 
Hillel said, “If not now, when?”



6   www.jfedbflo.com | October 2014

Community

findings of the community study and 
other perceived needs, the Federation 
will work to identify, prioritize, and 
address needs in a manner consistent 
with the Federation’s vision and 
mission.  We will work with agencies, 
synagogues, donors, and others to 
gather data and identify community 
needs, establish a planning cabinet 
to study, identify, set and reevaluate 
priorities, and build the organization 
(professional staff, lay leadership, and 
intra-community planning cabinets) 
to plan and implement programs and 
services, grow funding and award 
allocations around priorities.

Our 2015 UJF campaign is underway 
and it is very important for all of you 
to step up this year if you are going to 
help us achieve these strategic priorities 
and goals.  We have some very ambitious 
plans ahead of us. With Federation as its 
chief cheerleader, we are in the process 
of creating a culture which makes Jewish 
Buffalo into the best Jewish community 
of its size in the country. Janet joins me 
in wishing everyone a happy and healthy 
New Year.  L’Shana Tova!!!

dollars contributed are no longer the only 
metric for measuring engagement. We 
now also need to look at both the depth 
and breadth of content and measures of 
connectivity.  Are individuals connected 
to other peers in the community?  Are 
they connected with staff at various 
agencies? Are they connected with 
resources that can support them in living 
a distinctive Jewish life? Once we have 
the systems in place to move forward 
with this new approach, the job of our 
staff and leadership will be to ensure 
that this engagement is sustainable and 
evolving.

As you read the Jewish Journal you 
will see on a monthly basis the many 
programs happening under the Nickel 
City Jews banner. We welcome your 
enthusiastic support for our new 
initiative to welcome, serve, and engage 
the next generation.

closely together to increase impact. 
4. Establish and Communicate 

Community Priorities:  Based on the 

Publisher - Continued From Page 3

President - Continued From Page 3

Leaders Begin the 2015 
Drive Together

Welcome to the 
2015 Campaign

UJF Campaign Chairman Steve Weiss welcomed 
his Campaign Cabinet to a special workshop in Early 
September to hone solicitation skills

 Learning about national trends and techniques at the UJF Campaign Kick-Off 
were Federation( BACK) President David Desmon, Federation CEO Michael Wise, 
First VP Howard Rosenhoch, Michael Weisman,UJF Chair Steven Weiss and Women’s 
Philanthropy Chair Ellen Weiss. (FRONT)  UJF Campaign Vice Chair Leslie Kramer 
with national JFNA Campaign Chair Linda Hurwitz.

Under the Jewish 
Federation Umbrella

2015 Priorities
LOCAL:

•	 Jewish Program Venture Fund encourages and promotes new and innovative 
programming, and supports synagogues and agencies working collaboratively to plan 
new programs with the financial support of Federation. 

•	 Growing Hillel program--recent changes and success includes a full time Director 
of Jewish life, a full time Israel fellow/Shaliach- Dan Metchnik- doing Israel 
programming and engagement- including Birthright recruitment, five student 
engagement interns working to do outreach to fellow students in the dorms, and 
student interns working on public relations to promote the great work of Hillel.  

•	 Strategic Planning Process-- the Community Study and its subsequent strategic 
planning process has created Federation’s strategic plan, which will set a course for 
the Jewish Federation for the next five years.

•	 Shlichim—There has been an amazing impact during the past year by our 
community Shlichim—or Israeli emissaries.  

•	 PJ Library--PJ Library Buffalo just celebrated its first year in Buffalo, and we have 
enrolled over 300 children between the ages of 6 months and 8 years old, surpassing 
our three year goal, to receive a free book each month as a gift from the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation in partnership with the Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo 
and the Bureau of Jewish Education. 

•	 Jewish Journal of WNY—the JJWNY tells you about all different segments of our 
community, stories of interesting people, leaders and events.  

•	 Nickel City Jews—The Jewish Federation has taken the leadership role in serving 
as the convener of various small groups and working with the other agencies and 
synagogues to develop a holistic approach to serving young Jewish adults.  

Foreign Priorites featured in the November 2014 JJWNY

Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo 
United Jewish Fund Campaign $ 

help fund these agencies &services

Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo

Nickel City Jews

Jewish Federation Cemetery 

Corporation’s 7 cemeteries in WNY

2 Israeli Shlichim

Federation’s Community Relations

Buffalo Jewish Coalition for Literacy

Bureau of Jewish Education

High School of Jewish Studies 

(Hebrew High)

Yad B’Yad

Adult Education

Educator’s Council

Derek Jewlander

Chabad House

Ohr Temimim School

Kadimah School

Hillel of Buffalo

Defending Israel on Campus

Holocaust Resource Center

Jewish Community Center 

of Greater Buffalo

Jewish Family Service 

of Greater Buffalo

Jewish Federation Apartments

Vaa’d HaKashrus of Buffalo

Israel

Aid to Jews in distress in Israel & 

worldwide

Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI)

American Jewish Joint 

Distribution Committee (JDC)

Organization for Rehabilitation 

and Training (World ORT)

Support & Services for People in Need

Support for the Elderly

Support for Education & Youth

Support for Jews in Need in 59+ 

countries

2015 UJF Campaign Begins
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The 15th season of the 
Federation’s Dosberg Notable 
Speaker Series begins with Israel 
advocacy expert Neil Lazarus.  
The program takes place Monday, 
October 20, at 7:30 pm at UB’s 
Center for Tomorrow.  Middle East 
Analyst Avi Melamed will speak 
Wednesday, November 5 at 7:30 , 
also at UB’s Center for Tomorrow.  

Neil Lazarus is an internationally 
acclaimed expert in the field of Middle 
East Politics, Israel Public Diplomacy 
and Effective Communication Training. 
Described as “Mr. Israel Advocacy” by 
the Times of Israel, he is fast emerging as 
one of Israel’s leading key note speakers. 

Avi Melamed, former Israeli Senior 
Official on Arab Affairs and former 
Intelligence Official and educator 
is today an Independent Middle East 
Strategic Intelligence Analyst, Regional 
Expert and lecturer specializing in the 
current affairs of the Arab and Muslim 
world and their impact on Israel and the 
region.

Series tickets are $25, individual event 

Maccabeats
PReMIeRe a cappella SInGInG GROuP

Sunday, October 26 • 2 PM 
Temple Beth Tzedek, 621 Getzville Road, Amherst

15th Season of Dosberg 
Series begins October 20

tickets are $10, and student tickets are 
free with college ID. Tickets may be 
purchased on the web at www.jfedbflo.
com, by mail, by phone, by fax at the 
Jewish Federation office at the Benderson 
JCC building or at the door. For more 
information call 204-2244 or e-mail 
Lital@jfedbflo.com. This program 
was funded by the Paul P. Dosberg 
Foundation, and is being presented this 
year in cooperation with Hillel of Buffalo 
at the University of Buffalo.  

The Dosberg Series is open to the 
entire community. Speakers advertised 
my change due to circumstances beyond 
the control of the Jewish Federation.  
Venues may also change, and will be 
advertised in advance of program.

Temple Beth Zion, Temple Beth 
Tzedek and Congregation Shir Shalom 
are proud to present The Maccabeats 
in their first ever appearance in Western 
New York.

Often traveling with little more than 
the shirts on their backs and the ties 
on their necks, the Maccabeats have 
entertained and inspired hundreds of 
audiences worldwide, from Alabama 
to (New) Zealand and everywhere in 
between. Using nothing more than the 
unadulterated human voice, a clean-cut 
presentation, and a little Jewish humor, 
this unique group of singers is able to 
connect with fans of all backgrounds 
and ages.

Though the Maccabeats aren’t your 
grandfather’s synagogue choir, their 
ideology and identity play an important 
part in what they do. Strongly committed 
to the philosophy of Torah u-Madda, the 
integration of traditional and secular 
wisdom, the Maccabeats perform an 

eclectic array of Jewish, American, and 
Israeli songs. 

Advance Purchase by 10/23: $18 adult 
and $10 child/student under 18 years 
of age. Payment must be made with 
reservation in order to receive special 
pricing. Payment at door: $20 adult and 
$12 child/student under 18 years of age.

To take advantage of advance purchase 
pricing, call Temple Beth Zion at 836-
6565, Temple Beth Tzedek at 838-3232 
or Congregation Shir Shalom at 633-
8877.

The Maccabeats

Neil Lazarus
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By Lital Liberty

There is something very magical 
about celebrating Jewish holidays 
in Israel.  There may be some 
conditioning at work for me. 
Otherwise I can’t really explain 
the amount of happiness I have 
just from thinking about “holidays 
in Israel.”  I remember as a child,  
my teachers would talk about the 
meaning of the holidays every year 
at school. Holidays were awesome 
because you got a vacation and 
you didn’t have to go to school.   
But there was something else that 
made it so magical and powerful.   
For me, it was the change in the 
atmosphere during the holidays.  I 
still swear that there is something 
different in the air every Friday 
evening when Shabbat starts, 
and every holiday gives you the 
exact same special feeling. It’s 

Young Family Apple Adventure
Thursday October 2; 10:30am

Becker Farms; 3724 Quaker Rd, 
Gasport, NY 14067

Pack a picnic lunch and after the 
orchard we will enjoy PJ Library Apple 
themed Storytime and a craft under the 
pavilion after a private hayride and tour 

of the orchard!
Cost: $5/family, registration 

required by 9/30
Contact: Miriam Abramovich, 
mabramovich@jfedbflo.com, 

716-204-2247 

PJ Library Sukkah Hop
Sunday, October 12; 3:00-6:00pm

Park and get on trolley @
Temple Beth Tzedek by 3pm

Your little ones will love to ride our 
trollies through Buffalo to visit four 

different Synagogue Sukkahs (Temple 
Beth Tzedek, Shir Shalom, Temple Beth 

Zion and Young Israel)! Learn about 
Sukkot, snack, get messy with crafts, 

enjoy PJ Library story time and a dairy 

dinner with friends at the last Sukkah. 
All food served will be Kosher.

Cost:  $5/child 1-8yrs old, $10/adult, 
$40 max/family

Contact: Juliet Glaser pjlibrary@
bjebuffalo.org or 716-204-5380. Space 
is limited, RSVP required in advance. 

Dinner in the Sukkah
Sunday October 12; 6:30 PM 

JCC Benderson Building; 
2640 North Forest Rd

Celebrate Sukkot with Lital Liberty 
and a great dairy dinner and wine in the 
Sukkah. All food served will be Kosher.

Cost: FREE for the first 20 people 
who RSVP by October 1st. No walk-

ins, age 21+. 
Contact: Lital Liberty, 

lital@jfedbflo.com or 716-204-2244

BJE’s Young Jewish Professionals 
Group Shabbat 

Friday October 24; 6:00pm
Temple Beth Tzedek

Join us for the 3rd Shabbat 

dinner, hosted by Temple Beth 
Tzedek.  Kabbalat Shabbat begins at 

6:00 pm and a kosher Friday night meal 
will be served at 7:15 - complete with 

candles, wine and singing!  Drop in any 
time during the service and after dinner, 

we’ll enjoy another lively discussion 
with Rabbi Netter.  

Cost: FREE for any young Jewish 
professional in Buffalo. 

Contact: Jill Komm, jill@bjebuffalo.
org. RSVP by Thursday, October 16 
and indicate any dietary restrictions.

Jews and Brews Meet Up
Thursday November 6; 6:00pm

Resurgence on Elmwood Ave
Join us for a casual happy hour; we 

will schmooze over some brews. Look 
for Laura Hemlock in a Nickel City 

Jews tee-shirt. 
Cost: FREE, no RSVP required

Contact: Laura Hemlock, 
shalom@hillelofbuffalo.org 

Bringing a little taste of 
Israel to Sukkot October 
12-  Join Us!

this certain delicious smell and 
a special silence that whispers in 
your ears.

For me, every holiday has its own 
unique smell and a different feeling. 
For example, Hanukkah is all about 
children. There are plays and activities 
for kids all over the country, and it 
smells like sufganiot (fried doughnuts) 
everywhere you go. Shavuot is all about 
dairy products; the big Israeli companies 
offer new sorts of pastas and new flavored 
cheese every year. And young adults are 
always invited to a Shavuot dinner party, 
and can hang out with friends and have 
cheese and wine.  It’s beautiful!   For Yom 
Ha’atzmaut we stay up all night, driving 
from city to city to see our favorite artists 
performing on local stages. The day after 
is all about BBQ, so everywhere you 
go that amazing smoky smell lingers in 
the air.  Lag B’Omer is about sitting on 
the beach and making a poike (a special 
stew). 

One of the most important times is 
Israel is during September and October. 
In the diaspora, this time is referred to as 
the High Holidays. In Israel this time of 
year is all about spending quality time 
with your family. No one cares about 
work or errands; everyone just wants to 
be home with the people they love. 

I want to share a confession about 
the High Holidays, although I know 
the whole story of Rosh Hashanah, Yom 
Kippur and Sukkot. I never went to 
the synagogue when I was growing up. 
Neither did my family. We never had 
our own sukkah, and never really sat in 
a sukkah for dinner. A lot of people in 
Israel are secular and it’s not surprising 
to hear these stories fairly often. During 
my time here in Buffalo, I have had 
the opportunity to go to synagogue 
for High Holiday services and eat in a 
sukkah. I truly believe that you gave me 
another perspective about being Jewish 
and celebrating and remembering our 
beautiful traditions.  I promised myself 
that someday my kids would be able to 
sit in their own sukkah every day during 
Sukkot. I gained these new experiences 
thanks to wonderful members of this 
community!  

This year I have decided to bring some 
of these special Israeli holiday atmospheres 
to Buffalo. Working with Nickel City 
Jews, I will be bringing young people 
together for Jewish holidays to share the 
experience of friends having a good time 
together and cherishing our tradition in 
a new and trendy way. I tried thinking 
about holidays that are not really known 
or well celebrated here in the States. So, 
keep an eye out for Nickel City Jews 
programs celebrating Lag Ba’omer, Tu 
B’av, Shavuot and Mimuna; some of my 
favorite Israeli holidays! My first Nickel 
City Jews event for young adults will be 
a Sukkot dinner on Monday, October 
12th at 6:30 PM at the JCC Benderson 
building. We are providing a free full 
course dinner for the first 20 RSVP’s. 
Sukkot may be a familiar holiday in 
the States, but it will be the first time I 
can say that I’ve hosted a dinner in my 
sukkah, or at least this is the closest I can 
get for now. Please contact me at lital@
jfedbflo.com for more information or 
to reserve your spot for Sukkot Dinner. 
Space is limited!

Nickel City Events for October!

For More Information
Miriam Abramovich: 

General Inquiries, 
Social Action Programming

Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo
mabramovich@jfedbflo.com  - 

716-204-2247
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The 91st season of the Buffalo 
Chamber Music Society opens 
Tuesday, October 14 with a 
performance by the Jerusalem 
Quartet.  The concert begins at 
8 pm in the Mary Seaton Room 
of Kleinhans Music Hall and will 
be preceded by a pre-concert 
Chat with the Artists with host 
Peter Hall beginning at 7:15.  The 
program will include quartets by 
Beethoven, Bartok and Ravel.  

The Jerusalem Quartet, hailed 
by The Strad as “one of the young, 
yet great quartets of our time,” has 
garnered international acclaim for 
its rare combination of passion and 
precision. The ensemble has won 
audiences the world over, both in concert 
and on their recordings for the Harmonia 
Mundi label. .

The quartet performs regularly in 

JERUSALEM QUARTET
OPen 91ST SeASOn OF BuFFALO 
CHAMBeR MuSIC SOCIeTY

Europe as well, with recent appearances 
at venues such as the Concertgebouw in 
Amsterdam, the Herkulessaal in Munich, 
London's Wigmore Hall and the Cité de 
la Musique in Paris. 

Tickets are $20 and may be 
purchased at the door or online at www.
bflochambermusic.org.

Jerusalem Quartet
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The question of Free Will has 
vexed religious scholars for 
centuries. Says Maimonides: “The 
explanation [of this concept] is, 
by measure, longer than the earth 
and broader than the sea…”

Always a thorny subject, we are now 
entering a new epoch of these inquiries. 
In the news of late has been discussion 
and debate surrounding the 1997 book 
“The Golden Ghetto: The Psychology of 
Affluence.” Its author –Jesse O’Neill, 
heir to a great General Motors fortune 
- coined a neologism, “Affluenza”. This 
was to refer to the ‘condition’ brought on 
by the ills of consumerism, and magnified 
in those who have enjoyed unearned 
power and wealth. They live in another 
world, and cannot be fully blamed for 
their inflated egos and immoral behavior, 
she argues.

The recent events that brought 
this book to the public’s attention are 
certainly incredible.

The Perils of Introspection
RABBI MOSHe TAuB

A 16-year-old North-Texas man, 
Ethan Couch, was driving under the 
influence. He plowed his father’s F-350 
into a crowd of nine people, killing 
four of them. A wealthy family, they 
could afford the best attorney who used 
‘Affluenza’ as part of his defense. Raised 
in a wealthy home with few rules, young 
Ethan never had to deal with the real-
world consequences to his actions. He 
therefore could not be blamed, fully, for 
these deaths and his reckless behavior 
that caused them.  Amazingly, the court 
agreed.

Instead of prison time, he was sent 
to a $500,000 a year rehab facility. 
There, through the rigors of massages 
and horseback riding, tennis lessons and 
swimming, he will learn the evil of his 
ways. This whole story is so preposterous 
that when I mentioned it in a sermon 
several people challenged me, claiming 
that I made the whole thing up.

While to many this case may seem 

nothing but a peculiar aberration, the 
truth is it represents only the tip of the 
iceberg of a new time and a growing field 
of science.

While Judaism recognizes a 
complicated structure and spectrum of 
Free Will (Maimonides, Dessler, inter 
alia), people of faith need not concern 
themselves too much with these concepts. 
This is due to the fact that for the 
religious there is a clear divide between 
the responsibility of ‘Human Courts’ and 
that of the ‘Divine Court’. Certain things 
are for Gd to sort out.

As Israeli Judge Meir Shamgar wrote in 
reference to the famous John Demjanjuk 
case, “The complete truth is not the 
prerogative of the human judge.”  But 
where is that line? In an America where 
the Divine seems less and less a part of 
our moral judgments and laws, should a 
judge consider the Neuroscience of each 
defendant? If we remove Gd must, then, 
the judge play that part?

As one study out of Stanford University 
put it:

 “A retributive legal system relies on 
the premise that people freely choose their 
actions and should be punished accordingly. 
This sits uncomfortably with growing 
neuroscientific evidence that moral actions 
are mediated by structural features of the 
brain that are not freely chosen.”

We are entering a strange and 
dangerous time. Rabbi Dessler in his 
celebrated Michtav M’Elihau discusses 
a brilliant concept he called ‘Nekudas 
HaBechira’.  He explains that no two 
people are alike. Each one of us –by 
power of our upbringings and life 
experience –has unique challenges and 
talents. A person raised in an orthodox 
home will not be praised in heaven for 
passing by a McDonalds and opting 
not to order a cheeseburger, because he 
has no free-will to perform such a sin; 
kashruth has become second-nature to 
him. On the flip-side, this same person 

may not, yet, have the ability to plumb 
the depths of the Talmudic ocean, and 
indeed that type of dedication would 
also not be seen as in his wheelhouse of 
bechira (free-will), and ergo he will not be 
punished for lacking such study.

Rather, each and every one of us has 
an inimitable Nekudas HaBechira –Point 
of Free-Will, and our goal should be to 
keep expanding it throughout life until 
high levels of growth are indeed in our 
power, and past temptations in our rear-
view mirror.

These Holy Days are certainly about 
change –yet too often this can seem 
overwhelming and give birth to excuses 
that can arrest any potential development. 
Rather, through confession to Gd 
and asking loved ones for forgiveness, 
it is about recognition. Being honest 
about what the A-mighty asks from 
us in His Torah, knowing who we are 
today, creating goals –incrementally – 
for tomorrow, and ultimately reaching 
a point when we can look back and 
discover great accomplishment.

Living on cruise control, doing today 
what we did yesterday and what we will 
do tomorrow, and blaming our past well 
into our adulthood, is no way to live. 
These Days allow us to shift gears and 
discover, over time, our better selves and 
a better way.

5820 Main Street, Suite 311  |  Caldwell Building  |  Williamsville, NY 14221
P- 716.204.1297  |  F- 716.204.2260

jeweler@barbaraoliverandco.com

Barbara L. Oliver 
Graduate Gemologist - GIA

“A Trusted Jeweler is Worth Her Weight in Gold.”
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Tikuun Olam

5 Things You Can Do 
In OCTOBeR TO RePAIR THe WORLD

1

2

3

4

5

Community

Where is this found in Western New York?  The first 5 people to 
correctly identify the location will win a $10 lunch to the JCC’s Tel Aviv 

Café.  E-mail your answers to egoldstein@jfedbflo.com.

Last Month’s Photo
Last month’s photo was the grave of a revered Lubovitcher Rabbi on 

Pine Ridge Heritage Boulevard.This month’s winners are Tobi Horowitz, 
Richard & Shoshana Laub, Morton J. Merowitz and Michael Paskowitz.  .

Where in  JBFLO ?

Sponsored by Law Office of Lindy Korn, PLLC - www.lkorn-law.com

Give tzedakah during the High Holidays, which continue with Yom 
Kippur October 4, Sukkot, Shemini Atzeret and Simchat Torah. You can 
support the children of Israel who still suffer from the bombings all summer. 
Or make your annual UJF Campaign gift to help make our Buffalo Jewish 
Community stronger at www.jfedbflo.com  in any amount.

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. You can wear pink 
and show your support for people with breast cancer.  One way is through 
Roswell Park Cancer Institute’s Paint Box Products line.  Chose breast cancer 
awareness products at www.roswellpark.org/giving/purchase/paint-box-
project/products and make a donation to cancer research at the same time.   

Attend the Susan G. Komen 13th annual Survivor’s Luncheon 
Saturday, October 11 at 12:00 noon in the Buffalo/ Niagara Convention 
Center.  $25 for lunch and survivors are free!  You must register.  Call 716-
887-2646 or go to www.komenwny.org  

 
TBZ Sisterhood is forming a team of walkers to participate in the annual 

American Cancer Society’s Making Strides of Buffalo Breast Cancer Walk to 
take place at 10:am Saturday morning, October 18, in  Niagara Square in 
Buffalo.  You need not be a member of Sisterhood or even female to be part 
of our team. ALL are welcome!  Walk forms will be available at both TBZ 
buildings. To receive the online link for donating or signing up, or to sign up 
to be part of our team, contact team co-captains: Marilyn Schillroth, 832-
4757, schill@roadrunner.com or Carole Weingarten, 688-6432, weincsw@
verizon.net.  Check it out at BuffaloNYStrides@cancer.org. 

The 21st Annual Breast Cancer Education Day is Saturday, 
November 8 from 8:30-2:00pm at Protocol Restaurant, 6766 Transit Road.  
The cost is $20, or call 706-0060.

µ  Bonnie led the way for selling over 32 million and 
105 closed homes... No one else can compare to 
her determination, dedication and quality service to 
all her clients!

µ  Bonnie would personally like to thank her assistant, 
Sheryl Martin, always by her side. Bonnie and Sheryl 
have been together for 15 years. Not only does 
Sheryl assist Bonnie in every way, but she brightens 
her day with her remarkable knowledge of the 
business.

µ  Bonnie would also like to thank Bari Spokane and 
Beth Joseph for being her outstanding Buyer’s 
Agents and for helping to take her business to 
another level.

* All of HUNT Real Estate ERA Gross Closed Commission and #1 total Units Buffalo / Niagara Region 2013.

Beth Joseph, Bari Spokane, Bonnie Clement, Sheryl Martin

#1 Associate Real Estate Broker for all HUNT 
Real Estate ERA,* which includes 1,100 sales 
associates and 38 offices nationwide from 
Buffalo to Albany and the State of Arizona

716.553.8384 • bsclement@aol.com
BONNIE CLEMENT

HUNT Real 
Estate ERA 

congratulates 
Bonnie on her 
remarkable, 

BEST YEAR ever 
for 2013!!!
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Enjoy the bounty of 
Sukkot

By Robin Kurss
Sukkot is such a lovely holiday.  We have had the pleasure of dining and entertaining 

friends and family in our own Sukkah and also been a guest of friends in theirs.  One 
of my favorite recipes, had at a friend’s house, is an adaptation of Susie Fishbein’s 
squash pie.  I have made it with butternut squash, sweet potato or pumpkin, in all 
cases delicious!

Squash Pie – Serves 8-10

Crust & Filling:
1 ½ c graham cracker crumbs
¾ c butter or margarine (if pareve), melted
12 oz, pureed squash, pumpkin or sweet potato
4 large eggs
¾ c fat free ½ and ½ or almond milk (if pareve)
½ c brown sugar ½ c flour 1 tsp cinnamon
½ tsp nutmeg
1 tsp salt

Crumb Topping:
½ c flour
½ c brown sugar
1 tsp cinnamon
4 Tbsp butter or margarine (if pareve)

1.  Preheat oven to 350
2.  Combine graham crackers and melted butter or margarine.  Press into bottom 
     and a little up the side of a 9” spring form pan.
3.  Mix squash, egg, ½ and ½, brown sugar, flour, cinnamon, nutmeg and salt.
4.  Pour into shell and bake for 35 minutes.
5.  Prepare topping…mix ingredients by hand till crumbly.  
6.  Sprinkle over pie and bake another 25 minutes. 

Enjoy!!

This is the first in a series of articles intended to raise awareness of timely events 
and issues while demonstrating how the HBLA, Buffalo’s Free Loan Society, can 
assist members of our community with interest-free loans.

It’s pink time.  October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month, and pink is showing 
up everywhere— in foods, clothing, lighting, signage, and household products.  

Breast cancer strikes 1 in 8 women in our country.  Fortunately, a wide range 
of treatment options are available, but they can be costly.  Many local resources 
are also available to support treatment and survivorship INCLUDING Buffalo’s 
HBLA, the Hebrew Benevolent Loan Association, Western New York’s Jewish 
free loan society. This organization is available to help members of our Jewish 
community with interest-free loans for many purposes, medical-related expenses 
and co-pays among them.  A simple two page application can help you, a family 
member or a friend explore options to cover medical costs. The process is quick, 
friendly, and completely confidential. For more information, please go to www.
wnyhbla.org or call the HBLA office at 716-204-0542.

HBLA Offers Assistance with 
Medical Expenses

I am running to be the next State Senator 
from Election District #61 and have been 
endorsed by the Working Families Party 
and the Erie County Democrats. As the 
Vice President of the Kenmore Teachers 
Association and as a Union leader I support 
issues which directly impact workers and our 
communities. Residents of District 61 deserve 
to have a legislator who will fight for labor, fair 
taxes and equitable funding for public schools. 
Losing our youth and employment options for 
workers is unacceptable. 

My dream as a daughter of first generation 
American citizens was to model the core 
values of my parents as an adult and mother of 
three sons. Earning fair wages by being fair in 
business were the hallmarks of my childhood. 
Both my parents taught us that the mark of 
who you are is best measured by the way 
you treat others. I strongly feel that our public 
schools, our students, and our workers are not 
accorded with these same values today. 

Albany needs legislators who are not afraid 
to be accountable. Our elected officials need 
to take responsibility for their actions and 
actively work to create options for solving 
problems as opposed to “one size must fit all” 
scenarios. 

I can be a catalyst for change with your help. 
If you believe that action has to occur on behalf 
of public education and opportunities for our 
workers, please support my candidacy with 
your endorsement. Albany needs legislators 
who have personally experienced the 
challenges our workers, students, and public 
servants are faced with. Your endorsement 
brings us all closer to advocacy on behalf of 
our issues.

Altman for State Senate
PO Box 500

East Amherst, NY 14051
altmanforsenate@gmail.com
www.altmanforsenate.com
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Come on a Mission to 
Morocco with Jewish 
Federation
MARCH 22-29, 2015

Trip Includes:
•		7	days	of	touring	in	luxury	A/C	bus	

with English-speaking guide
•		1	 night	 in	 Casablanca,	 2	 nights	 in	

Fez, 1 night in Rabat, 2 nights in 
Marrakech

•	Cost	of		trip:	  $3,500 – land 
portion ($850 single 
supplement)  
$1,200- $1,500 
airfare estimate  
(All tips included in fee)

•		Minimum	 gift	 of	 $2,500	 per	 person	 or	 $5,000	 per	 couple	 to	 the	 2015	 UJF	
Campaign

•		Visit	to	the	Museum	of	the	Jews	of	Morocco,	Jewish	Home	of	the	Aged,	Old	Jewish	
Synagogue in Menkes

•	Fez	Jewish	Cemetery
•	Guided	visit	through	the	Melleh	(	Jewish	Quarter)	of	Fez
•	Old	walled	city	and	Kasbah	des	Oudayas
•	Majorelle	Garden
•	DJma	El	Fna	Square
•	Festive	Shabbat	dinner	with	members	of	the	Marrakech	Jewish	Community
For more information, please contact Mike Wise at 716-204-2240 or 

mike@jfedbflo.com 

Community

Kenny 
Carpets 

and 
Floors

Carpet any home! Any size! 
Installation and Quality 
Cushion... NO extrA 

ChArge!!!

7600 TransiT rd.
Opposite eastern hills Mall

3240 TransiT rd.
at Seneca Creek

2995 sheridan dr.
at Niagara falls Blvd. next to 
Northtown Plaza

631-0028

656-0426

836-8100

Free shop at 
home serviCe

Kenny Carpets will bring samples of 
this outstanding sale to your home 

and give you a free accurate estimate. 
Call any of our three conveniently 

located Kenny Carpet Stores.

hours:
M-F 10-9
SAt 10-5
SuN 12-5
*For qualified buyers

www.kennycarpeTs.com

remember ... do The kenny!

top 5 reasons you must Come to Kenny Carpets:1. WNYs largest volume      flooring chain, our selection is     overwhelming, our volume     saves you lots of money. 2. Serving WNY since 1960,     no one has our experience in     installing carpet and floors.3. Our staff averages 19 years of     experience - no one will serve     you better.
4. We stock more carpet, wood,     laminate, and vinyl than any     store. Buy today, Install     tomorrow.

5. Our prices are significantly     lower than any Outlet, Home     Center or Store. Ask about our     low price guarantee!!
pay no 

interest 

until 

2015*

Do you need 
3D Mammography? 

www.WindsongRadiology.com

716-817-6601

The area’s only outpatient facility
offering 3D Mammography

For many women with dense tissue or family 
history it’s a better way for detection. 3D, 
a breakthrough technology, is the most 
advanced screening that shows breast 
tissue in thin layers, giving your doctor a 
view never before possible.

Amherst  •  Hamburg  •  Lancaster  •  Williamsville 
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By Irene Sipos

There was a road, an exodus, from slavery
in Egypt, so they say. There was no escape

from the Holocaust, no exodus from genocide.
Only tears to commemorate loss. Year after year, 
nations, governments, militias, armies, warlords, 

death squads, mobs, secret police, extremists, religious
fanatics, terrorists, executioners, cleanse, exterminate, kill.

European people, African people, Middle Eastern
people, North American people, South American

people,  Asian  people, young, old, well, sick,
 people, grieve.

Ex = out + hodus = road, let us seek a way 
out, a road, let us find an exodus from this

ancient iteration, let us brave another desert, 
let us end fear of other, let us journey, let
universal tears  rain  a sea of change, let 

us leave now, let us stop,  hands across the
city, hands across the country, hands across
 the ocean,  all the oceans, all of us, let us

speak out in the city, speak out in the nation,
all the nations of the world, voices across

the globe, let us notice, let us see, let us feel, let us 
change, let us learn another way.

Irene Sipos, now retired, taught writing in the College Writing Program at 
Buffalo State College.  She is on the Board of the WNY Holocaust Resource 

Center and the Advisory Board of the Anne Frank Project at Buffalo State.  She is 
co-founder of the Rooftop Poetry Club and enjoys participating in the WNY literary 

community. 

Exodus
LIneS FOR Anne FRAnK 

PROJeCT 2014
Irene Sipos

ARTS Community

Small Law Firm
1904 Liberty Building
Buffalo, NY 14202

P  716.832.8500     F  716.832.8501
4955 NORTH BAILEY AVE. • SUITE 202

AMHERST, NY 14226-1206

www.paulyoungmd.com

–There is now a breakthrough technology to relieve 
your sinus discomfort called BALLOON SINUPLASTY. 

–Dr. Paul R. Young specializes in this minimally 
invasive in-office procedure that resolves chronic 
sinusitis and facial pain.

–Migranes Headaches? We now offer procedures to 
treat and potentially cure!

–Can’t breathe through your nose? Featuring in-
office procedure for nasal obstruction.

ADULT AND PEDIATRIC CARE
BOARD CERTIFIED

Want Sinus Relief?
■ Sinus Pressure    ■ Post Nasal Drainage

■ Headaches    ■ Nasal Congestion

We have a simple solution!

B “H
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By Dick Hirsch

For Gertrude Angert Victor, 
classrooms were always special 
settings, places where essential 
relationships developed between 
teachers and students. Her ardent 
feelings for that atmosphere 
were surely enhanced by her own 
experience. She had attended 
elementary school in a rural one-
room schoolhouse in Crittenden, 
a hamlet in Alden, New York, and 
later, as an adult, returned as a 
teacher at a different one-room 
schoolhouse.

That intense connection with public 
education endured until her death in 
2008 at the age of 94.

Even though in later years as she 
was concentrating on her home, her 
family, and various community and 
social activities, her enthusiasm for 

A Profile of 
Gert Angert 
Victor

helping children prepare for life was 
never diminished. Her attitude was 
well known among family and friends 
and was exemplified in 1978, when she 
established the Gertrude Angert Victor 
Fund supporting Early Childhood 
Education at the Jewish Community 
Center of Buffalo.

She created that endowment fund with 
the Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies, 
with the funds earmarked to provide 
scholarships for children from families 
which needed assistance in paying the 
tuition.

“Gert Angert Victor recognized very 
early the importance of the JCC’s Early 
Childhood programs,” observed Peter 
Fleischmann, director of the Foundation.” 
Now the public has become more aware 
of the importance of pre-school classes. 

“The programs at the JCC have for 
years been recognized in the community 
at-large as outstanding in the field. The 
schedule has expanded with classes 
at both the Benderson and Holland 
buildings, and more children are being 
served. Early Childhood Education has 
become a major undertaking at the JCC.”

She was Gertrude Shleser when her 
own schooling began in that tiny building 
with an out-house in the schoolyard and 
a wood stove for heating. She was born 
in 1914 on the Crittenden chicken farm 
operated by her parents, Eli and Rose 
Diamond Shleser. The student body 
included children from kindergarten 
through eighth grade.

The family moved to a house on North 
Division Street in Buffalo when she was 
in sixth grade and she later graduated 
from Hutchinson High School and went 
on for teacher training at what was then 
the Buffalo Normal School, but later 
became Buffalo State College. Her own 

teaching career began in another one-
room school, this one in Marilla, where, 
during the winters, she lived with the 
woman who was the principal of the 
school.

At 25, she married Henry Angert. 
They had two children, Stuart and Linda 
Angert Kahn, both of whom settled 
in Buffalo with their families and thus 
were able to observe their mother as she 
engaged in a variety of community and 
social affairs. 

There was one notable milestone 
before they were born, in the early 1930s; 
at a time when many women didn’t even 
have driving licenses, she took flying 
lessons. Some 70 years later in 2008 she 
went whitewater rafting in Alaska. Those 
were indications of her adventurous 
spirit and provided a barometer showing 
her enthusiasm for life.

“She never was hindered by any 
customary gender biases,” her son, 
Stuart, said. “She was always prepared to 
explore new horizons.”

She did that after the unexpected 
death in 1965 of her husband of 26 years, 
Henry Angert. She was already an artist 

who had exhibited her paintings, but she 
discovered she preferred sculpture and 
spent four summers in Italy where she 
worked with chisels and mallets, shaping 
marble, alabaster and other native stone. 
It was demanding, exhausting work, but 
she loved it. 

She became a benefactor of the Arts 
program at Buffalo State College and 
lectured there at the age of 90. After a 
period of years as a widow, she married 
her second husband, Arthur Victor Jr., 
who died in 1991.

“They had active years together until 
his death in 1991,” said her daughter, 
Linda Angert Kahn. “She was very 
active and sociable, a very inclusive 
woman, likable and well-liked. She had 
a wonderful manner with children. She 
adored kids and they liked her.”

At the time of her death, Muriel 
Howard, then president of Buffalo State 
College, observed: “She was a lovely 
woman who had a zest for life, saw 
the best in people, and always shared 
her wonderful sense of humor with 
everyone.”

Like many benefactors of the 
Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies, her 
fund started modestly, said Fleischmann, 
but it grew over the years. “Like many of 
our donors, she utilized the Foundation 
as a vehicle for her charitable giving,” 
Fleischmann said. 

“She continued to make regular 
contributions, as did her family and 
friends. Her endowment fund grew 
substantially, enabling the expanded 
Early Childhood Department to aid 
more children. She was very gratified. 
She lived long enough,” Fleischmann 
added, “to realize that the concept she 
envisioned was fulfilling her dream.”

Mrs. Victor dedicating The JCC Early Childhood 
Program at the Holland Building in 1980's.

Gert Angert Victor

341 Franklin Street
Dinner served 

Tuesday - Saturday
Reservations: 852-4416
www.ruefranklin.com
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Jewish Federation Cemetery 
Corporation: Remember your parents

Honor the memory of your parents by making a gift in their memory 
to the Jewish Federation Cemetery Corporation.

A gift this season to the Jewish Federation Cemetery Corporation 
is a meaningful way to remember a loved one.  With 7 cemeteries in 
Western New York to care for, the Cemetery Corporation gratefully 
accepts all gifts. Endowment gifts of as little as $100 and up will 
be matched by the Benderson Family Foundation. Your gift is 100% 
deductible.  

Enclosed is my check payable to the Jewish Federation Cemetery Corporation
2640 North Forest Road, Getzville, NY  14068

 
$1000__  $500__  $100__  $75__  $50__ $36__  $___other

Mastercard___ Visa___  AmEx___    Card#_______________  Expires ____

Name __________________________________________________ 
Address ___________________________________________________          
City _____________________________ State_____________ Zip______
Phone ______________________________ email ____________________

Laughter and lament, joy and pain 
succumb to affi rmations of life well journeyed 

 – to loving testaments etched in stone  

PLOTS AVAILABLE
For more information, call 204-2246.

Community

Joy Feldman: Dine out for 
Life Oct. 7

By Mary Ann Lauricella

The 12th annual Dining Out 
for Life, to be held throughout 
Western New York on 
Tuesday, October 7, will focus 
attention on the work of 
Evergreen Health Services 
(formerly AIDS Community 
Services).

One hundred area restaurants 
– including some food trucks for 
the first time – will participate, 
donating at least 25 percent of food 
sales that day to benefit prevention 
education and outreach programs and 
direct services to individuals and families 
challenged by HIV/AIDS.

Joy Feldman, who chairs Evergreen’s 
Board of Directors, has been a stalwart 
supporter of the agency’s mission for 20 
years, generously sharing her expertise as 
a healthcare lawyer and nursing educator.  
A member of Temple Beth Zion, she is a 
life member of Hadassah.

Her involvement in the HIV/AIDS 
cause was prompted by a personal loss. 
“My brother became infected in 1986, 
before protease inhibitor treatment was 
introduced, and he died in 1992,” she 
said. “We still miss him.”

Feldman has seen the agency grow in 
many directions – developing specialized 
services such as primary medical care, a 
pharmacy, chronic disease management, 
a mental and behavioral health clinic, 
a food pantry/nutrition program, and 
housing services.

“Benedict House is now our affiliate, 
providing non-discriminatory residential 

housing and supportive services for 
persons living with AIDS,” she said. “It 
offers an environment that promotes 
dignity, respect and compassion.” She 
reported that Evergreen plans a 50-unit 
housing development in Buffalo for 
individuals, many of whom are current 
clients, who are at risk for homelessness.

The Evergreen Association also is the 
umbrella organization for Evergreen 
Health and the Evergreen Foundation, 
Community Access Services, and the 
Pride Center of WNY.

“Groups of friends and families who 
get together at Dining Out for Life 
participating restaurants on October 7 
will have a fun time with an important 
benefit,” Feldman said. “Every single 
dollar raised remains here. Thanks to 
the generosity of area restaurants and the 
dining public, a total of $800,000 has 
been raised since 2002.”

For a list of participating restaurants 
visit www.diningoutforlife.com and click 
on Buffalo, or call 847-0340.

Evergreen President Ron Silverio and Board Chair Joy Feldman

Adam’s Rib Restaurant
4517 Main Street, Snyder

Celebrate WNY Restaurant Week
October 20th-25th

Prime Rib and Fresh Seafood Daily
Open Daily for Lunch at 11:30

(716) 839-3846
www.AdamsRibRestaurant.com
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Hon. Lisa Bloch Rodwin, an Erie 
County Family Court Judge, was 
honored for her community service 
by the SUNY Buffalo Law Alumni 
Association of UB Law School, 
at the annual Distinguished 
Alumni Awards dinner in the Hyatt 
Regency earlier this year. 

She received the award, “For her 
steadfast concern for the most vulnerable 
citizens of Erie County, her energetic 
advocacy for those at risk in troubled 

Hon. Lisa Bloch Rodwin 
cited by SUNY Buffalo 
Law Alumni 
FOR HeR MAnY COnTRIBuTIOnS TO 
THe COMMunITY

families, and for her many contributions 
to the betterment of our community.” 
In presenting the award, Brian Gwitt, of 
Damon Morey LLP and a vice president 
of the Law Alumni Association, noted 
that her career has made a huge difference 
in the lives of families and children in the 
county.

That quality of human empathy served 
her well in her career.  Michael Flaherty, 
an Erie County prosecutor who worked 
on her campaign committee noted. “She 

naturally likes people. 
She warms up to people 
and to strangers, and 
she meets people well. 
She’s also very smart. 
She has an ability to 
communicate to people 
that she really cares about 
them. She was visionary 
and enthusiastic, 
and she takes a real 
leadership position in 
the community,” said 
Flaherty. “She is tireless.” 

Before taking the 
bench, Rodwin was 
a prosecutor in the 
Erie County District 
Attorney’s office, where 
she served as Chief of 
the Domestic Violence 
Bureau. In 1995, she 
founded the District 
Attorney’s Domestic 
Violence Bureau. As 
its chief, she oversaw 
the investigation and 
resolution of 4,000 cases 
a year – about 80 every 
week, week in and week 
out – and individually 
evaluated every serious 
domestic violence 
case that was filed, to 
determine what kind 

of plea offer was appropriate. Oprah 
Winfrey and Diane Sawyer put her on 
national TV as an expert on marital 
rape, child abuse and child witnesses to 
domestic violence. "But it was in the 
hard work of not only prosecuting these 
cases but raising public awareness of 
family violence that she made the biggest 
difference,” said Gwitt. 

Another former colleague at the DA’s 
office, James Bargnesi, called Judge 
Rodwin “a tremendous individual. She 
was a team player, always someone who 
was eager to help and to lend a hand if 
you needed it.” Beyond that, he says, she 
always “recognized the human element 
of what she is doing. If the greater 
achievement was to stop short of a full 
prosecution to save the victim further 
pain, that’s what she would do. People 
always came first.” 

Outside the office, her work on behalf 
of vulnerable people continued. She 
drafted the grant application and was 
the first Board President of the Erie 
County Family Justice Center where 
victims of domestic violence can obtain 
help from legal professionals, counselors, 

pastoral caregivers, social workers, and 
medical professionals in a single secure 
location. At the county and state levels 
and through the Bar Association, Judge 
Rodwin has done important work 
on behalf of children in foster care, 
immigrants and refugees, diversity in 
the courts and fair treatment for women 
and people of color. She has also shared 
her insights in innumerable presentation 
and speeches to judges, district attorneys, 
police officers, and students in the Law 
School. “For Judge Rodwin, it’s more 
than a job – it’s a calling,” said Gwitt.

In accepting her award Judge Bloch 
Rodwin noted “I have tried to live my 
life according to a lesson taught in the 
Talmud. It is said that whoever has saved 
a life, it is considered as if he saved an 
entire world. I am grateful I have had 
the opportunity to assist so many in 
my journey and look forward to the 
opportunity to serve many more.”

Ilene R. Fleischmann is Vice Dean 
for Alumni and Communications and 
Executive Director of the Law Alumni 
Association, SUNY Buffalo Law School.  

Hon. Lisa Block Rodwin

Someone You Should KnowCommunity

By Ilene Fleischmann

Car Transportation Service
Wheel Chair Van Service

Get Your Life Back
Tim Stevenson 
716-948-7829

HelpForSeniorsWNY.com

Do You Want to be 
treated like royalty?
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Jewish 
Community 
Agencies in 
Western New 
York

Bureau of Jewish Education 
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-5380 | FAX 716-688-3572
www.bjebuffalo.org  
Jill Komm - Executive Director
Charlotte Gendler- President

Chabad House of Buffalo 
2450 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068 
TEL 716-688-1642 | FAX 716-688-1643
www.chabadbuffalo.com
Rabbi Moshe Gurary- Director

Chai Early Childhood Center
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY 14221
TEL 716 580-4600
www.chainursery.com
Chani Labkovski -Director

Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies 
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068 
TEL 716-204-1133 | FAX 716-204-1129
www.jewishphilanthropies.org
Peter Fleischmann- Director & CEO
Judith Katz- President

Hadassah
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-688-5260
buffalohaddasah@gmail.com
Nancy Greenberg- Co-president
Phyllis Steinberg- Co-president

Hebrew Benevolent Loan Association
2640 North Forest Road in FJP offices
Getzville, NY 14068
TEL 716-204-0542
Sam Golden- Loan Officer
Barbara Sitrin- President

Hillel of Buffalo Campus Foundation for 
Jewish Life 
520 Lee Entrance/UB Commons 
Suite # 210 
W. Amherst, NY  14228
TEL 716-645-8787 | FAX 716-639-7817
www.hillelofbuffalo.org 
Laura Hemlock- Program Director
Carrie J Rittenhouse - President

Institute of Jewish Thought and Heritage
712 Clemens Hall
University at Buffalo
Buffalo, NY 14260 
TEL 716-645-3695  FAX 716-645-3473
Email: jewish-studies@buffalo.edu
http://www.jewishstudies.buffalo.edu/
Dr. Richard A. Cohen, Director

Holocaust Resource Center 
1050 Maryvale Drive 
Cheektowaga,  NY  14225 
TEL 716-634-9535 | FAX 716-634-9625
www.holocaustcenterbuff.com
Sandy Saada- Executive Director
Pieter Weinreib- President

Jewish Community Center of Greater 
Buffalo, Inc. 
Benderson Family Building 
2640 North Forest Road 
Getzville, NY  14068 
TEL 716-688-4033 | FAX 716-688-3572 
Richard Zakalik- Executive Director
Gretchen Gross - President
Holland Family Building 
787 Delaware Avenue   
Buffalo, NY  14209
TEL 716-886-3145 | FAX 716-886-1367
www.jccbuffalo.org
 
Jewish Discovery Center
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY 14221
212 Exeter Rd. 
Williamsville, NY 14221 (office)
TEL: 716-639-7600
TEL: 716-632-0467
Rabbi Heschel Greenberg
Rabbi Laizer Labkovski
www.jewishdiscovery.org

Jewish Family Service Of Buffalo And Erie 
County 
70 Barker Street   
Buffalo, NY  14209 
TEL 716-883-1914 | FAX 716-883-7637
www.jfsbuffalo.org 
Marlene Schillinger- Executive Director
Laurence K. Rubin - President

Jewish Federation Apartments 
275 Essjay Road   
Williamsville, NY  14221 
TEL 716-631-8471 | FAX 716-631-8768 
www.jewishfederationapartments.org
Karen Greenspan- President
Kathleen Haggerty- Property Manager

Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo
2640 North Forest Road 
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-2241 | FAX 716-929-0482 
www.jfedbflo.com
Michael D. Wise- Executive Director/ CEO
David H. Desmon- President

Jewish Federation Cemetery 
Corporation, Inc.
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-2246 | FAX 716-929-0482 
www.jfedbflo.com
Deborah Pivarsi- Director
Jerome D. Carrel-  President

Kadimah School of Buffalo
1085 Eggert Road
Amherst, NY  14226
TEL 716-836-6903 | FAX 716-837-7322
www.kadimah.org  
Einav Symons- Head of School
Marc Brown & Jonathan Epstein- 
   Co-Presidents

Ohr Temimim School
411 John James Audubon Parkway 
W. Amherst, NY  14228
TEL 716-568-0226 | FAX 716-636-1899
www.ohrtemimimschool.com
Rabbi Shmuel Shanowitz- Principal
Rabbi Daniel Shuman-  President

Weinberg Campus
2700 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-639-3311 | FAX 716-639-3309
www.weinbergcampus.org  
David Dunkelman- President & CEO
Jonathan Rodwin- Chairman of the Board 
of Directors

Agencies

Williamsville | 5422 Main St. | 716-634-4111
East Amherst | 9424 Transit Rd. | 716-639-8019

Buffalo | Avant Building | 200 Delaware Ave. | 716-852-5600
www.capellosalon.com

Award Winning
Manicures & Pedicures

Pedicure Package
Offered in OctOber

- Buy 5 Get 1 Free in 
Gift Certificate

- Pedicure Certificate 
Valid October 1st thru 
April 30th

- May Be Shared

- Main Street and Transit 
Road Locations Only

0214-01334

Our unique Envision® process helps you identify your top 
priority goals and develop a plan designed to help you live your 
life the way you want. It also offers you the flexibility to adjust 
your priorities to account for any of life’s changes, such as:
• Increasing medical costs
• Helping a child or grandchild afford higher education
• Caring for an elderly parent
• And more
To find out how the Envision process can help ensure your 
investment plan keeps pace with your life, please contact me today.

Be prepared for 
whatever life throws 
your way

Envision is a registered service mark of Wells Fargo & Company and used 
under license.

Investment and Insurance Products:   u NOT FDIC Insured   u NO Bank Guarantee   u MAY Lose Value
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J. Andrew Cummings
Senior Vice President – Investments
6506 E Quaker St
Orchard Park, NY 14127
(716) 662-6333
james.cummings@wfadvisors.com
www.wfadvisors.com/james.cummings

Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC, Member SIPC, is a registered broker-dealer and a separate non-bank affiliate of 
Wells Fargo & Company. 
© 2011, 2013 Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC.  All rights reserved. 0214-01334

Our unique Envision® process helps you identify your top 
priority goals and develop a plan designed to help you live your 
life the way you want. It also offers you the flexibility to adjust 
your priorities to account for any of life’s changes, such as:
• Increasing medical costs
• Helping a child or grandchild afford higher education
• Caring for an elderly parent
• And more
To find out how the Envision process can help ensure your 
investment plan keeps pace with your life, please contact me today.

Be prepared for 
whatever life throws 
your way

Envision is a registered service mark of Wells Fargo & Company and used 
under license.

Investment and Insurance Products:   u NOT FDIC Insured   u NO Bank Guarantee   u MAY Lose Value
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J. Andrew Cummings
Senior Vice President – Investments
6506 E Quaker St
Orchard Park, NY 14127
(716) 662-6333
james.cummings@wfadvisors.com
www.wfadvisors.com/james.cummings

Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC, Member SIPC, is a registered broker-dealer and a separate non-bank affiliate of 
Wells Fargo & Company. 
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Our unique Envision® process helps you identify your top 
priority goals and develop a plan designed to help you live your 
life the way you want. It also offers you the flexibility to adjust 
your priorities to account for any of life’s changes, such as:
• Increasing medical costs
• Helping a child or grandchild afford higher education
• Caring for an elderly parent
• And more
To find out how the Envision process can help ensure your 
investment plan keeps pace with your life, please contact me today.

Be prepared for 
whatever life throws 
your way

Envision is a registered service mark of Wells Fargo & Company and used 
under license.
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Yad B’Yad
A program of the Bureau of Jewish Education 
TEL 716-204-5381 | FAX 716-688-3572
Jill Komm- Director
Cindy Komm - President

Western New York 
Synagogues and Temples

Chabad House of Buffalo (unaffiliated)
2450 North. Forest Rd,
Getzville, NY 14068
TEL 716-688-1642
www.chabadbuffalo.com

Congregation Beth Abraham (Conservative)
1073 Elmwood Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14222
www.congregationbethabraham.net

Congregation B’nai Shalom (Conservative)
1641 North Forest Rd.
Williamsville, NY 14221
Helen Weinstein- President
TEL 716-689-8203
office@bnaishalombuffalo.org
www.bnaishalombuffalo.org

Congregation Hesed Abraham
215 Hall Ave
Jamestown, NY  14701
Rabbi Allen Podet
TEL 716-484-1800

Congregation Shir Shalom  
(Reform/ Reconstructionist)
4660 Sheridan Drive
Williamsville, NY  14221
TEL 716-633-8877
Rabbi Alexander Lazarus-Klein
Cantor Sharon Eve Colbert
Jill Hamilton - President
www.shirshalombuffalo.org

Congregation Havurah
6320 Main St., Williamsville, NY 14221
Bernard Schenkler, President
Annette Pinder, Membership Chair
TEL 716-689-2256
www.congregationhavurah.org
info@congregationhavurah.org

Kehillat Ohr Tzion (Modern Orthodox)
879 Hopkins Rd 
Williamsville, NY 14221
Email: jstrosberg@ohrtzion.org 
Rabbi Joshua Strosberg
Marian Arbesman - President
http://ohrtzion.org/kot

Knesset Center (Orthodox)
500 Starin Avenue
Buffalo, NY  14214
TEL 716-832-5063
Rabbi Shmaryahu Charitonow
www.chabad.org

Jewish Federation Apartments Himmel 
Family Chapel (Unaffiliated)
275 Essjay Road
Williamsville, NY  14221
Pinkhos Blitshteyn- President
Rabbi Daniel Shuman

Saranac Synagogue (Orthodox)
Rabbi Nesanel Cadle 
President - Shmuel Rashkin 
Vice President - Reuven Alt
Gabbai David Kunkel
85 Saranac Avenue
Buffalo New York 14216
TEL 716 876 1284
www. SaranacSynagogue.org

Temple Beth Tzedek (Conservative)
621 Getzville Road
Amherst, NY  14226
Rabbi Perry Netter
Cantor Mark Spindler
Cantor Emeritus Gerald DeBruin
Janet Gunner- President
TEL 716- 838-3232
www.btzbuffalo.org

Temple Beth Zion (Reform)
Sanctuary: 805 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo, NY  14209  
Religious School and Offices:  
700 Sweet Home Road
Amherst, NY 14226
Rabbi Gary Pokras- Sr. Rabbi
Rabbi Adam Scheldt- Asst. Rabbi
Cantor Penny Myers
Warren Clark - President
TEL 716-836-6565
www.tbz.org 

Temple Beth El (Reform)
720 Ashland Avenue
Niagara Falls, NY  14301
Cantorial Soloist Barry Rose
Robert Duell- President
TEL 716-282-2717
www.niagarafallstemple.com

The Family Shul (Unaffiliated)
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY  14221
Rabbi Heschel Greenberg
Rabbi Laizer Labkovski
716-639-7600  

Young Israel of Greater Buffalo (Orthodox)
105 Maple Road
Williamsville, NY  14221
Rabbi Moshe Taub
Richard G. Berger- President
TEL 716-634-0212
www.yibuffalo.org 

Synagogues

Jay L. Mesnekoff
Director

Attention Snowbirds!
Due to postal regulations, the Jewish Journal of Western New York will 

no longer be forwarded to “temporary change” addresses.   If you plan to 
be away from your permanent address and will have your first class mail 

forwarded to your temporary address and would like to continue to receive 
the Jewish Journal over the winter or the summer, please call Nadine Ryback 

at 716-204-2248 to give us your “temporary” address.   Thank you!  
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By Peter Simon

Jennie Pohl is someone you 
should know. But then again, 
you probably already do.  She 
volunteers once a week at Millard 
Fillmore Suburban Hospital’s 
admissions office, offering 
encouraging words to people 
facing surgery.  The next day she’s 
at Congregation Shir Shalom, 
where she looks after the week’s 
donations, and also helps out 
at Bingo nights once a month. 
In addition, Saturday morning 
is a work day, when Mrs. Pohl 
is employed as a receptionist at 
a Williamsville dental office.

But none of that keeps the 94-year-
old Williamsville dynamo from staying 
fit and keeping things lively at the 
Jewish Community Center’s Benderson 
Building, where she takes part in aerobics 
and yoga classes four times a week.  

Movie with a 
Message

“The Gatekeepers”
Saturday, October 25, 2014

7:30 – 9:30pm
Join us for a showing and discussion 

of “The Gatekeepers”, a 2013 
documentary featuring interviews 
with all surviving former heads of 

Shin Bet, the Israeli security agency 
whose activities and membership are 

closely held state secrets.
The event is open to the community.

Congregation Shir Shalom
4660 Sheridan Drive

Williamsville, NY 14221
716-633-8877

Congregation 
Shir Shalom

Monthly Erev Shabbat Speaker Series
Friday, October 17, 2014
Immediately following an 

abbreviated 7:30pm Erev Shabbat 
Service, join us for a scene or two 
from Jewish Repertory Theatre’s 

upcoming production of
Old Jews Telling Jokes

This show, inspired by a popular 
web site, and turned into a popular 

Off Broadway hit, will keep you 
smiling with memorable, laugh out 

loud moments.  
Congregation Shir Shalom

4660 Sheridan Drive
Williamsville, NY 14221

716-633-8877

Shir Shalom's JENNIE POHL-
AN AMAZING WOMAN!

Mrs. Pohl, who sets aside Thursday for 
cleaning up her apartment, sees nothing 
unusual about her ambitious schedule.  
“It’s just ordinary,” she said. “I’m just 
happy to be able to do it.”  

Mrs. Pohl’s motivation is entirely 
evident to anyone who knows her. “I 
love people and I love doing things,” 
she said. A sense of commitment and 
belonging completes the picture. “I have 
an obligation to Shir Shalom,” said Mrs. 
Pohl, who has volunteered at the former 
Temple Beth Am for 20 years. “When 
I went there I wanted to be part of the 
congregation.”

But if the social element is missing, 
Mrs.Pohl won’t be around long.  She was 
a long-time volunteer at Williamsville’s 
Clearfield Library, where she loved 
chatting with people -- especially 
children -- at the checkout desk. But an 
automated checkout system sent Mrs. 
Pohl packing. “I wasn’t allowed to do 
anything but put books on the shelf,” she 

said. “It got so boring I just quit.”
Fit and trim, Mrs. Pohl eats a healthy 

diet as well as sticking closely to her 
workout regimen. But she says there’s no 
secret formula for her staying sharp and 
healthy. “It’s just luck,” she said. “I 
just feel lucky.”   In at least one sense, 
the diminutive Mrs. Pohl laughingly 
admits she has lost some ground. “I used 
to be five feet tall,” she said. “Now I’m 
four-foot something.”  

But at age 94, Mrs. Pohl -- born Jennie 
Sohinki --has suffered much tougher 
losses. Her husband Henry, who owned 
a Lackawanna shoe store, died in 1985. 
Mrs.Pohl dated briefly before deciding 
that no one could match up to Henry. 
Her three siblings are also deceased, and 

so are many long-time friends.   That’s 
the flip-side to long life. “It happens,” 
Mrs. Pohl said. “It happens.”

 Thankful for her friends 
and connections here, Mrs. Pohl 
said she is not tempted to move to 
Chicago to be near her two daughters, 
four grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. “I’m not moving,” she 
said. “I’m happy here.”   Cheerfulness, 
joy and appreciation of each new day 
are Mrs. Pohl’s trademarks. But she 
admits that at age 94 she thinks in her 
quiet moments about death, yet never 
in a fearful way.   I feel my husband is 
watching me from above,” she said. “All 
I know is that I’ll be up there with him.”

Jennie Pohl

Remember how 
bagels used to taste?

That’s what you’ll taste 
today at Bagel Jay’s, 
consistently delicious 

deli favorites 
in every bite.

Pickup & 
Dropoff service available

finest dark roasted coffees • fresh-baked bagels • signature tuna fish • and more!

finest mouth-watering n.y. bagels since 1976 • homemade shmears • deli sandwiches • soups • salads

Marshall’s Plaza
2130 Delaware ave, Buffalo

716.874.1800

Dash’s Plaza
100 a Plaza Dr, Williamsville

716.639.1000www.bageljays.com  

Let Us Do the Work!

Hosting Brunch?
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The Temple Beth Tzedek Youth 
Education Committee is excited to 
announce three youth groups for 
the 2014-15 school year.  With a 
redesigned format, ALL youth from 
Kindergarten through 12th grade 
can participate in social, religious, 
and community programs.

Children in Kindergarten through 
2nd grade are eligible to join Machar.  
This expanded youth group is open to 
members of TBT as well as the greater 
Jewish community.  Monthly events, 
led by Brittany Morrison with parent 
involvement, will be offered Sunday 
afternoons on a fee-per-activity basis.  
We welcome all Jewish children in this 
age group to come and join us!

Hebrew Reading Crash Course

TBT Shabbaton at Beaver Hollow

TBT Youth Groups for 2014-2015

Temple Beth Tzedek celebrated its 
fourth annual Shabbaton at Beaver 
Hollow Resort over the weekend of 
August 22-24, 2014. In the idyllic 
setting of the resort, approximately 
eighty members celebrated a spectacular 
Shabbat. We prayed outside, staring at 
the lake and the trees,  accompanied by 
the flight of geese and the song of birds. 
We ate outside. We studied outside. It 
was the celebration of holy time with a 
holy community in the tranquility and 
peacefulness of nature.

Sundays 11:30am - 1:00pm
10/19, 10/26, 11/2, 11/9, 11/16

Cost - $36 for all five sessions

Learn to read Hebrew in five, 1 
and ½ hour sessions.  Designed for 
Jews with little or no background in 
Hebrew, it concentrates on teaching 

the Hebrew alphabet and reading 

skills.  Material sponsored by the 
National Jewish Outreach Program 

(njop.org).

Congregation Shir Shalom
4660 Sheridan Drive

Williamsville, NY 14221
716-633-8877

Boating on The Lake at Beaver Hollow with TBT

TBT's retreat

Students in 3rd through 7th grades can 
participate in our Pre-USY youth group 
co-led by the dynamic duo of Sarah 
Morrison and Ayelet Harel.  Exciting 
events have been planned, so watch for 
further details and come share in the fun!    

Youth in 8th through 12th grades 
are eligible for USY, lead by Ilana 
Saffeir.  Under her leadership, our USY 
board is planning an amazing year of 
friendship, fun, and ruach, both locally 
and regionally.  Bring your friends and 
come join us!

For event dates or more information, 
find us on FaceBook under “Temple Beth 
Tzedek Youth Programming” or contact 
us via email at youth@btzbuffalo.org.
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Kehillat Ohr Tzion Social 
Action

TBZ Women 
of the Book
Thursday, October 23, 

at 7 p.m.
Women of all ages and 

backgrounds are invited to join 
Cantor Penny Myers and Director 
of Lifelong Learning Susan 
Goldberg Schwartz and Women 
of the Book as we discover how 
the Jewish language and texts can 
provide a lens for understanding 
our lives as Jewish women today. 
We will read and discuss Chapters 
of the Heart: Jewish Women Sharing 
the Torah of Our Lives, edited 
by TBZ alumna Rabbi Sue Levi 
Elwell.

Women of the Book will meet 
monthly to learn and talk a little 
Torah, share our stories as well as a 
nosh.  For the location of the first 
meeting or to order a copy of the 
book, contact Temple Beth Zion’s 
Education Assistant Kara Kane, 
836-6565, Ext. 112.

Phyllis Steinberg and Stephanie Segal

Kehillat Ohr Tzion’s Social Action 
Committee held a special collection of 
items that will benefit children who 
are patients at Women’s and Children’s 
Hospital.  Members of KOT and others 
in the community participated in this 
project by dropping off specifically 
requested items in late August to Kehillat 
Ohr Tzion, which is located at 879 
Hopkins Rd. in Williamsville.  The 
items were then delivered to a social 
worker at the hospital later in the week 
by Stephanie Segal, one of the organizers 

of the project.
Among the items that were collected 

for the hospital were soft plush travel 
pillows that are shaped like a horseshoe. 
There are several different reasons why 
some children require neurosurgery. One 
of these is a condition called Chiari 
Malformation, which affects the brain 
and spinal cord.  These travel pillows help 
young patients who have had any kind of 
neurosurgery feel more comfortable as 
they are better able to rest their heads 
while sitting up. 

We also collected soft child-themed 
blankets, which were made by members 
of our community. In addition new 
pillowcases and children’s DVDs were 
collected.  All these donations were 
greatly appreciated by the staff at the 
hospital because they know that the 
children in the neurosurgery unit will 
benefit from their use.   

As with all of KOT’s social action 
projects, the support of the entire Kehillat 
makes the projects successful.

714 Maple Road, WilliaMsville | Maple FoRest plaza | 716.636.0546
Monday thru Saturday 10:30aM-7pM

Catering Menu available for Your HoMe or offiCe
Platters for bris, sHiva and break tHe fast • events Catering for everY oCCasion

free deliverY for orders over $50 froM 11:00-2:00 witHin 5 Mile radius

J e w i s h  s t y l e  D e l i

viSit www.reubenSnydeli.coM

Buffalo’s 

only 
authentic 

new york city 

deli

100 Meadow Road
Stunning Mission style mansion with incredible architectural 
details and natural woodwork. Luxurious Master Wing 2 
Bedrooms, 2 full bath suite. 5,807 sq.ft., 6 Bedrooms, 5 full baths, 
2+half baths, 7 fireplaces, updated kitchen with 2 pantries. Family 
room, office, exercise room, wine cellar and firewood lift. Beautiful 
backyard with stone patio and awning. Perfect for entertaining. 
Renovated 3+car garage.

$1,200,000

Cell: 716.830.8285 | ellen.daly@huntrealestate.com

ELLEN       DALY
CLIENT FOCUSED

Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker

Cell: 716.830.8285

ellen.daly@huntrealestate.com

ELLEN     
  

DALY
CLIENT FOCUSED

Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker
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A six-week instructional program 
designed to provide caregivers the tools 
needed for taking care of themselves is 
now being offered. Temple Beth Zion’s 
Broder Center, 700 Sweet Home Road, 
will host the classes for people helping 
older relatives or friends. In the six 2-1/2 
hour sessions, caregivers learn to reduce 
stress, improve self-confidence, better 
communicate feelings, and locate helpful 
resources. Attendees also learn how to 
increase their ability to make tough 
decisions and balance their lives. Sessions 
are from 6 – 8:30 PM on the following 
Tuesdays: October 28, November 4, 11 

Update Your Wardrobe with 
TBZ Sisterhood!
Tuesday, October 21, at 7 p.m.
Broder Center, 700 Sweet Home Road

The Sisterhood of Temple Beth Zion invites all ladies to refresh their wardrobe at our 
Accessory Exchange. The rules are very simple. Go through your wardrobe and donate 
new, or almost new, clothing accessories that you no longer wear. Items such as purses, 
scarves, belts, shoes, jewelry, etc. are perfect. Items that require a dressing room will not 
be accepted, as no dressing rooms will be available. 

For every item you donate you will receive one ticket. Items may be donated at 
Broder on Sunday, October 19, from 9:30 a.m. to noon and Tuesday, October 21, 
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. When you attend the exchange on Tuesday October 21, there 
will be a $10 cover charge. This entitles you to wine and cheese beforehand and also to 
participate in the exchange. If you have 10 tickets you will be entitled to 10 new items. 
Please join us for a fun-filled few hours. You may find some wonderful new additions 
to your wardrobe while having a social evening out.

Temple Beth Zion Hosts PJ 
Library at Tot Shabbat! 
Friday, October 17@ 5:45 PM
Broder Center

Powerful Tools for Caregivers 
Classes @ TBZ

and 25, December 2 and 9.
 Class size is limited and pre-

registration is required – call 858-2177 or 
e-mail adina.garfinkel@erie.gov for more 
information and to register. There is a 
$25 cost for the course, which includes 
a copy of The Caregiver Helpbook. Some 
health insurers cover the cost of the 
course.

These classes are supported by a grant 
from The Health Foundation for Western 
and Central New York and co-sponsored 
by the University at Buffalo, School of 
Public Health and Health Professions and 
the Erie County Caregivers Coalition.

We hope you will join us for Tot Shabbat as part of the PJ Library Tot Shabbat 
Hop. PJ Library invites families in the Buffalo Jewish Community to visit a different 
Synagogue each month for a Tot Shabbat or Family Service. The service is for younger 
children and their families. There will be songs, prayers, snacks and of course a PJ 
Library story! This is a great opportunity to meet other PJ Library families as we 
celebrate Shabbat together! For more information on other PJ programs, please visit 
their Facebook page: www.FaceBook.com/PJLibraryBuffalo.
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Congregation Shir Shalom 
Walk Off Hunger

Congregation Shir Shalom members participated in mitzvah-making as 
they provided meals for the Food Bank of Western New York this summer 
in the CSS Walk Off Hunger.  More than 500 walkers participated and 
the Food Bank realized a net revenue of approximately $50,000. That 
enabled the Food Bank to distribute 250,000 meals to individuals in need 
through its 330 member agencies in Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Erie and 
Niagara counties. The seven year history of the event has raised enough 
money to provide approximately 1.5 million meals locally.  Here are some 
photos of the event

Left to right, Susan Ronald, Jill Hamilton, Jackie Korchowsky and Jennie Pohl 
cool off after the walk.

Blaine Schwartz and Rabbi Alex Lazarus-Klein take a moment to pose 
for a photo before finishing the walk.

This was the scene as 500 walkers headed south on 
S. Cayuga Rd to the walking path that would take 
them to S. Long St.

Chris Cohan walked with Michael Schwartz, who was home from college.

Some of the Congregation Shir Shalom walkers got together for this group photo.Alan Gellin and Robin Raphael show off their Walk T-shirts.

Jeffrey B. Rockoff, 
M.D., P.C.

Allergy and Clinical 
Immunology

www.rockoffallergy.com

2540 Sheridan Drive
Tonawanda, NY 14150
Phone: (716) 874-8980

Fax: (716) 362-0340

Office Hours by 
Appointment
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September 29
2015 UJF Campaign Kick-Off Dinner.  
5:30 pm. Hyatt Regency Buffalo.  Call 
Randi Morkisz at 716-204-2245 for 
information.  

October 1
UB’s Institute of Jewish Thought and 
Heritage presents poet Rachel Back. 
12:00 noon at UB North Campus- 708 
Clemens Hall;  7:00 pm at Talking Leaves 
Bookstore, 951 Elmwood Avenue.

October 3-4
Yom Kippur begins at sunset on 
October 3.

October 7
Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies 
Annual Meeting.  7:00 pm.  Kleinhans 
Music Hall

October 8
Sukkot Begins at Sundown

October 9-15
Sukkot

October 12
•	 JDC Sukkah Hop- 11:00 am
•	 PJ Library Sukkah Hop.   3-6 pm.  

Call 204-5380.  There is a charge 
for this event

•	 Nickel City Jews Sukkot Dinner- 
JCC Benderson Building.  Call Lital 
Liberty at 204-2242 to reserve seat

October 16
Shemeni Atzeret

October 17
Simchat Torah

October 20.
Dosberg Notable Speaker Series- Neil 
Lazarus @ UB Center for the Arts
$10/Students with ID free.  716-204-
2244

October 23
JRT Opens at JCC-  “Old Jews Telling 
Jokes."  Call 688-4033 to buy tickets

October 26
Maccabeats in Buffalo at Temple Beth 
Tzedek  2:00 pm. $20 adult/ $12 child/ 
student.  Call TBZ at 836-6565 or TBT 
at 838-3232 or CSS at 633-8877 to buy 
advance tickets

Anne Bernstein Memorial
Shabbat Scholar Luncheon Series

Saturday, October 11, 2014
CONGREGATION SHIR SHALOM

4660 Sheridan Drive, Williamsville, NY 14221, 716-633-8877
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6861 main street
632-0552
buffalobrewpub.com

n.y. state’s oldest and

            
 friendliest brew pub!

Beer & Wine 
At Home 

Since 

Helping
People
Make Better

1992
1296 Sheridan Drive
716.877.8767
www.nthomebrew.com
Supplies for beer, wine, & cheesemaking. Home draft equipment.

Buffalo’s Best BBQ Smokin’ since 1999!
We offer Catering for all Events!

None too Big or Small

Pick Up •Drop Off •Full Service
WE DO IT ALL!

80 Beers • 24 Taps

www.fatbobs.com

41 Virginia Place | Buffalo

716.887.2971

2 LOCATIONS
547 Elmwood Ave, Buffalo NY, 716-881-1080
1535 Hertel Ave, Buffalo NY, 716-768-1436

Over 1500 kinds of craft beer 
and gourmet goodies.

32 growler lines.

Featuring 

BRING IN AD FOR 5% OFF 

5601 Main Street Williamsville
716-626-2670 • www.irishmanpub.com

· Local Craft Brews 
· Large Screen TV’s for Games
· Beer Tastings & Beer Dinners

BUFFALO BEER AND BREWS
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Please join us as we recall 
Kristallnacht, “The Night of 

Broken Glass”

Thursday, October 30 at 7:00 pm
Temple Beth Zion

700 Sweet Home Road
Amherst, NY 14226

A series of coordinated attacks 
(pogroms) against Jews occurred 
throughout Nazi Germany and Austria 
on 9–10 November 1938.  Synagogues 
were burned, Jewish businesses were 
vandalized and windows were broken.  

Former Buffalonian Rachel Tzvia Back, 
PhD, an Israeli, a poet, a translator 
and a professor of  English Literature 

at Oranim College in Kiryat Tivon, Israel, 
is coming to Buffalo on October 1st to 
give two talks – including poetry readings 
- on the poetry of the much celebrated 
Israeli poet Tuvia Ruebner.  She comes to 
Buffalo in conjunction with a book tour 
in America featuring her newest book 
of translations, In the Illuminated Dark: 
Selected Poems of Tuvia Ruebner (Hebrew 
Union College Press, in collaboration with 
the University of Pittsburgh Press, 2014).  
Her own most recent original poetry 
collection, A Messenger Comes (Elegies), 
was voted by Forward Magazine one of 
the five most notable poetry collections 
of 2012.  Thus we will have one poet 
reading and commenting on the poetry 
of another.  

Born in 1960, in Buffalo, Back was 
raised in the US and Israel. The seventh 
generation of her family in Israel, Back 
returned there for good in 1980. She 
currently resides in the Galilee, in the 
north of the country, with her husband 
and three children. She is a Professor 

HRC: “Remembering Kristallnacht:  
Testimonies and Reflections”

The evil deed was carried out by SA 
paramilitary forces and non-Jewish 
civilians. German authorities looked on 
without intervening.

Rabbi Gary Pokras, Rabbi Adam 
Scheldt and Cantor Penny Myers will 
lead a remembrance service.

Dr. Eileen Angelini, Ph.D., Professor of 
French and Fulbright Scholar at Canisius 
College and new HRC Board member 
will discuss Kristallnacht referring to 
excerpts from the film, More Than 
Broken Glass:  Memories of Kristallnacht 
as well as other documentaries.  An 
internationally recognized presenter and 

documentary filmmaker, Dr. Angelini 
has a long time interest in Holocaust 
studies and has conducted many 
interdisciplinary workshops across the 
U.S. on the teaching of the Holocaust in 
the K-16 educational setting.

HRC Speaker’s Bureau volunteers 
Marianne Goldstein and Dr. Herman 
Stone will talk about their own 
experiences in Germany at the time of 
Kristallnacht.

There will be time for questions and 
discussion.

FREE and open to the community.

Poet Rachel Back 
Events in Buffalo 

October 1
12:00 Noon 

UB/ North Campus- 
708 Clemens Building 

(Samuel Friedman Judaica Library)

7:00 pm        
Talking Leaves…Books-  

3158 Main Street near UB

One Poet Reads Another: 
Rachel Tzvia Back on Tuvia Ruebner

at Oranim Academic College, and the 
author of several books of poems and 
translations, and of a critical study of 
poet Susan Howe, long affiliated with 
the UB English Department and poetics 
program. Her late father, Dr. Nathan 
Back, was a UB Professor, and her 
mother, Toby Ticktin Back, founded the 
Holocaust Resource Center in Buffalo.

Dr. Back’s 2014 book is the first collection 
of Ruebner’s work to appear in English.   
Ruebner’s work is important but little 
known in the English speaking world; this 
collection aims to rectify that.  Ruebner 
is  of Pagis and Amichai’s generation 
(and was a dear friend of the former), 
and has received every major award for 
poetry in Israel and in Europe too. In the 

present year there were many events in 
Israel marking his 90th birthday - and his 
distinctive poetic voice.  

From the Publisher : Rachel 
Tzvia Back’s graceful translations of select 
poems representative of Ruebner’s seven-
decade poetic trajectory are ever-faithful 
and beautifully attuned to the Hebrew 
originals, even as they work to create a 
new music in their English incarnations. 
Her comprehensive introduction and 
annotations supply the context in which 
these poems were produced. This first-
ever bilingual edition, published as 
Ruebner marks his 90th birthday, gives 
readers in both Hebrew and English 
access to stunning poetry that insists on 
shared humanity across all border lines 
and divides.

Dr. Back will give two presentations 
on October 1st:  At 12:00 noon, at the 
University at Buffalo, North Campus, 
708 Clemens Building (Samuel Friedman 
Judaica Library), Buffalo, NY 14260.  At 
7:00 pm, at Talking Leaves Bookstore, 
3158 Main Street near UB.  Both talks 
are free and open to the public.  These 
talks are sponsored by the Institute of 
Jewish Thought and Heritage, University 
at Buffalo.  The evening program is also 
sponsored by Talking Leaves…Books 
and the Holocaust Resource Center of 
Buffalo.  The voices of poetry speak to 
all.  For more information, please contact 
Jonathon Welch at Talking Leaves…
Books, 716.837.8554, or email tleaves@
tleavesbooks.com .

Rachel Back and Tuvia Ruebner in Israel

UB/Institute of Jewish 
Heritage & Thought
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Anne Frank Project

6011 Main Street
Williamsville, NY 14221

Monday-Thursday 
11AM-10PM

Friday & Saturday 
11AM-11PM

Sunday 
11AM-9PM

716.633.8432 | 716.633.8517

Open 7 Days
Lunch & Dinner

Anne Frank Project Director Drew Kahn and Broadway legend André De Shields. Irene Sipos and Sophia Veffer during the conference.

AFP Volunteers “Take A Seat, Make a Friend” with Deonna Dolac

The annual Anne Frank Project conference -- AFP 2014: Change Through Stories, 
was held September 8-10 at Buffalo State College.  Conference organizers invited 
artists, scholars, community leaders, and activists to share their tools and vocabulary 
that improve our world.

Workshops and performances included 
• Introducing A New Generation Initiative, Holocaust Resource Center
• Stories from the Holocaust: Lessons for the Future, Sophia Veffer and Irene Sipos
• The Reality of the German Fascists: The Nazis, Clayton Adams
• The Holocaust Stories Told and Not Told, William Lin.  
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It’s true!  The Jewish Community 
Center of Greater Buffalo is flourishing.  
Membership statistics are generally strong, 
enrollment in Early Childhood programs, 
Camp Centerland and attendance at 
Jewish cultural events is widespread.  The 
deficits of past years have been replaced 
with healthy balance sheets from current 
operations.  Member satisfaction as 
reflected by the low number of complaints 
received is at a very positive level.  But 
there is a challenge that needs to be met 
by Buffalo’s Jewish Community.  That is, 
too many Jewish families are not 
active members of the JCC.

Of course, most programs of the JCC 
are open to the entire community.  We 
welcome everyone to the highly acclaimed 
productions of the JCC’s Jewish Repertory 
Theatre.  The JCC Book and Arts Fair 
events attract people from every part 
of the community.  Our JCC’s Buffalo 
International Jewish Film Festival, one 
of the oldest in the country is attended 
by hundreds of Western New residents.  
Good music, with an emphasis on Jewish 
composers or musicians is a treat that 
is shared with all of Western New York.  
Kosher vegetarian meals are available at the 
Benderson Family Building in Getzville.  
And we don’t check membership cards for 
any of these events.

Why then is it important for members 
of the Buffalo Jewish Community to join 
the JCC?  The answer lies in the nature of 
the programs presented that allow us to 
thrive.  A strong Jewish community needs 
Jews who show up.  Not just for events but 

Membership at the JCC is more 
important now than ever before

By Rick Zakalik, JCC Executive Director

for support, for financial strength and for 
numbers.  If our lobbies, our camps and 
our schools are to provide Jewish content, 
we need Jewish dollars to ensure that 
we have a steady stream of funding for 
programming and community-building.  
Children and grandchildren need to see 
the example of belonging to a community 
and supporting a community.  Just like 
synagogues and schools, the JCC needs 
Jewish members and users to walk through 
our doors with a strong sense of pride and 
ownership for the wonderful institutions 
and programs that have been made 
possible through Jewish philanthropy and 
sustained through membership.

If you’ve let your membership lapse 
because your kids are grown, your interests 
have shifted or you just haven’t felt a 
need, please remember this:  While the 
corporate gyms want you and the YMCA 
will welcome you, the JCC welcomes you, 
wants you and needs you.  Just as all Israel 
is responsible for one another; all Israel 
needs each and every one of our people.  
Membership may be subsidized by your 
health insurance plan.  Your place of 
work may be part of a corporate discount 
program.  The JCC will welcome you as 
an individual, a senior citizen, a student, 
a family, a couple or a snowbird.  Your 
presence will be valued without regard to 
economic status (scholarship assistance 
is available), gender, religious affiliation 
or marital/partnership structure.  For 
information about membership please call 
Sharon Kostiner at 688-4033.

“If a Jewish husband states 
his opinion while alone in the 

woods, is he still wrong?”
The Jewish Repertory Theatre opens 

its Season of Humor with “Old Jews 
Telling Jokes”, by Peter Gethers and 
Daniel Okrent, October 23 – November 
16, 2014. The successful off-Broadway 
show will be directed by Saul Elkin and 
Tom Loughlin and stars Todd Benzin, 
Josie DiVincenzo, Saul Elkin, Tina Rausa 
and Robert Rutland.

Designers include: Brian Cavanaugh, 
Lighting Design; Kari Drozd, Costume 
Design; Nathan Elsener, Set/Prop Master 
and Tom Makar, Sound Design. Amelia 
Scinta and Christina Serio will stage 
manage.

“Old Jews Telling Jokes” is a 
90-minute joke-fest that touches on 
birth, courtship, marriage, death and 
those little annoyances in between. This 
show, inspired by a popular website, 
promises to keep audiences smiling with 
memorable, laugh-out-loud moments. If 
you’ve ever had a mother, visited a doctor 
or walked into a bar with a priest, a rabbi 
and a frog, you’ll enjoy this pickle barrel 
full of wit, history and humor. 

 The Jewish Repertory Theatre of 
Western New York is a program of the 
JCC of Greater Buffalo.  All productions 
take place at The Maxine and Robert 
Seller Theatre, JCC Benderson Family 
Building at 2640 North Forest Road, 
Getzville, NY. For more information 
on JRT, productions, dates and tickets, 

Jewish Repertory Theatre 
Opens 12th Season With Old 

Jews Telling Jokes

visit www.jewishrepertorytheatre.com.  
Tickets are available at 688-4114, ext. 
391, through Showclix at 1-888-718-
4253 (Monday-Friday, 9am-9pm EST) 
or at either JCC reception desk.

JCC 
Book 
Fair

November 16 - 
December 15 

2014
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I s your attic or basement a treasure 
trove of photographs?  If so, we’d like 
to hear from you!  In the August issue 

of The Jewish Journal, we announced 
new additions to the online Jewish image 
archive, which you can find online at  
http://nyheritage.org/collections/jewish-
buffalo-image-collection, or by googling 
“Jewish Buffalo Images” and clicking on 
the New York Heritage site address.  More 
than 350 new photographs have been 
added with some interesting documents 
across a range of organizations and 
individuals.  Perhaps you will find your 
mother, grandmother or even yourself, a 
friend or an old neighborhood image.  

While the number of new photographs 
added is very significant, we continue to 
look for materials, both photographic 
and documentary.  The Jewish East Side 
in Buffalo is an ongoing need, especially 

“Missing Memories – 
Help needed”.
By Chana Revell Kotzin, Ph.D.

those hard to get images of exterior 
(or interiors) photographs of synagogues 
when they were synagogues, not as 
churches.  We’d also like to find images 
of former rabbis and presidents and 
simchas of all kinds that relate to these 
shuls. If you do have the photographs, 
now is the time to call and contribute to 
the community archives while our active 
collecting phase still continues. 

We need images of shuls including 
Beth Jacob on Clinton and Brith Israel 
on Hickory and Clinton.  We are also 
searching for Anshe Sokolovka, Anshe 
Emes and Anshe Lubavitz.  We’d like 
images of other institutions that filled 
the neighborhood too, including the 
Talmud Torah, Zion House and the 
Jewish Community Building, especially 
external images, or images of events 
there.  For those organizations that met 

in other buildings (not their own), or 
rented accommodation in the Jewish 
Community Building, we’d also like 
images from these groups too.  Fraternal 
and landsmanschaften or hometown 
associations are in critical need, as 
well as images from the Arbeiter Ring 
(Workman’s Circle), Jewish women’s 

groups, Jewish cultural and fraternal 
groups, credit unions, boy scout troops 
and Jewish sports groups.  

 We need photographs of the 
Humboldt Parkway areas, especially Beth 
David and Humboldt Orthodox and we’d 
like to have photographs of their rabbis, 
including Gedaliah (Gordon) Kaprow at 
Humboldt Orthodox (Glenwood Avenue 
Shul).  Do you have photographs of Ohel 
Jacob as a shul and any of the officers 
associated with it, including Benjamin 
Meshorer? Do you have any images, 
inside or out of Brith Israel Anshe Emes 
on Hertel? We are also still looking 
for historic materials relating to Ahavas 
Achim Lubavitz on Tacoma.  

We also would appreciate any 
documents, such as sermons, 
correspondence, newsletters or bar 
mitzvah speeches.  Old photographs 
relating to Beth Abraham on Elmwood 
Avenue would be very helpful. Through 
combined community action, we can fill 
in those “missing memories” and build a 
richer picture of Buffalo’s Jewish past that 
has shaped our today and will continue 
to impact our future.  

 Please contact me if you can 
help: Chana Revell Kotzin, Director, 
Jewish Buffalo Archives Project, or would 
like to discuss a particular donation 
at 716-204-5388.  You can also email 
archivesproject@bjebuffalo.org.  You can 
also visit the Jewish Buffalo Archives 
Project at 2640 North Forest Road, 
Getzville, NY 14068, however as this is 
a part-time position, and there are times 
when I am working offsite, it is always 
best to make an appointment to avoid 
disappointment. 

Ahavas Achim Lubavitz Synagogue, Photo credit Sherwin Greenberg

Convenience, Great Service
& Low Prices Guaranteed

www.GatesCircleLiquor.com
1430 Delaware Ave., Buffalo

716-884-1346

Time to Stock up for Fall!
Shop Online or In Store

Gates Circle 
Wines & Liquor
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Charlotte Gendler, President of the 
Bureau of Jewish Education, regretfully 
announces the retirement of Bette 
Davidson, effective October 15, 2014.

Bette, who has been employed with 
the Bureau since 2002, worked as the 
BJE’s Bookkeeper and High School of 
Jewish Studies Administrative Assistant.  
“From the moment Bette joined the staff 
of the BJE everything changed!” said Evie 
Weinstein, former Executive Director.   
“Her extreme attention to detail and her 
dedication to our agency could never be 
duplicated,” added Weinstein.  “As Bette 
joins me in this exciting phase of her life, 
I know what ever path she pursues will be 
graced with joy and happiness.”

Bette started her career with the Jewish 
Community as the Temple Beth Am 
School Secretary in 1990.  When former 
BJE Executive Director Cantor Mark 
Horowitz was asked to provide a few 
words about Bette, this is what he wrote:  
“It took me 20 seconds during my first 
interview with Bette, almost 25 years 
ago, to know that she was one-of-a kind. 
There is not a day that goes by in my 
professional life where I don’t wish that 
she was within calling distance.  She grew 
from someone who didn’t love being in 
front of a classroom, to the person who 
made hundreds of classrooms function 
like a well-oiled machine. Without her, 
the Jewish education of families and 
children in Buffalo would not have been 
as enjoyable or as organized. I miss you, 
Bette, all the time. Happy Retirement! 
(And thanks for the help with the maple 
syrup- it was the beginning of our long 
and enduring friendship).” 

Bette has also been an outstanding 
volunteer in the Jewish Community for 
almost 40 years, lending her hand to 

The Bureau of Jewish Education 
is pleased to announce the hiring of 
Matthew L. Schwartz as Director of 
Yad B’Yad.  Matthew, a former IDF 
Non-Commissioned Officer, comes 
to the BJE with fantastic experience 
in leadership and administration.  He 
received his undergraduate degree from 
the University at Buffalo and his MBA 
from the University of Phoenix.

Matt will be handling all aspects of 
the Yad B’Yad program at the Bureau of 
Jewish Education. Yad B’Yad provides 
outreach, advocacy and program support 
that assists people with disabilities to 
achieve full participation in Jewish life in 
Western New York.  Previously, Matthew 
was the former Director of Human 
Resources & Accounting for a general 
contracting firm on Long Island, and 
spent over three years in the Foreign 
Relations Branch of the IDF Ground 
Forces Command before that.

“We are excited to have Matt part 
of the BJE family,” said Jill Komm, 
Executive Director of the Bureau.  “Matt’s 
p r o f e s s i o n a l 
experience and 
compassion for 
working with 
individuals with 
disabilities make 
him a perfect 
match for this 
position.”

Matt can be 
reached at the BJE 
office via phone 

Bette Davidson

Matthew L. Schwartz

GOODBYE:  
Bette Davidson Retires from BJE

countless Super Sundays and fundraising 
events for Jewish Federation and Temple 
Beth Zion.  

“We will greatly miss Bette at the 
BJE”, said Jill Komm, BJE Executive 
Director.  “Her ebullient personality 
and her outstanding work have been 
so important to our community and 
programs.  I am so grateful for all she has 
done for us!”

Bette plans on retiring to spend more 
time with her children and grandchildren, 
who live in Florida.  

HELLO:  
BUREAU OF JEWISH EDUCATION WELCOMES 

MATTHEW L. SCHWARTZ TO THE STAFF!

(204-5380) or email (matt@bjebuffalo.
org).

If you are or know of someone who 
would benefit from Yad B’Yad programs, 
please contact Matt!

Service Built on 
independence & truSt

Securities and advisory services Offered Through FSC Securities 
Corporation A Registered Broker/Dealer Member FINRA/SPIC 
and a registered investment advisor. Additional advisory services 

offered through Mollot & Hardy, Inc. A registered investment 
advisor not affiliated with FSC Securities Corporation.

646 N. French Road Suite # 9•Amherst , NY 14228-2125
716.691.7121 • www.mollot.com

Bryan Castro, CFPtM Sanford Seide, CLU Alan Mollot, CLU, CFPtM Michael Hardy, CFPtM
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M any people look forward to 
sweater weather and turning 
leaves.  For others, the change in 

season may bring on feelings of sadness 
and anxiety. Struggling to adapt to a 
roommate and routine independence in 
a new college environment – or taking 
personal inventory as the year wanes 
– may also trigger deep thoughts of 
hopelessness and negative self-worth. 

 “Every 32 seconds a person in the 
U.S. attempts suicide. Suicide is the 10th 
leading cause of death in the U.S., and 
there are 3.6 male deaths by suicide for 
every female death,”   explained Marlene 
Schillinger, president and CEO of Jewish 
Family Service of Buffalo & Erie County.

Determining when a family member, 
friend, or even stranger is having serious 
difficulty managing an existing or 
undiagnosed mental illness is not easy.  
Learning the signs and symptoms of 
someone in real emotional trouble – and 
the appropriate ways to respond – is 
more important than ever.   

Mental Illness Awareness Week 
(MIAW) 2014 is October 5 – 11.  It was 

Mental Illness Awareness Week and 
Mental Health First Aid:  

Be Prepared to Save a Life

established by U.S. Congress in 1990 in 
response to the efforts of the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) to 
raise mental illness awareness.  Since 
then, during the first full week of 
October, mental health professionals 
and advocates across the country partner 
with their communities to fight stigma, 
provide support, educate the public and 
advocate for equal care for people living 
with a mental health condition. This year 
Mental Illness Awareness Week coincides 
with National Depression Screening Day 
on October 10. 

Throughout the year, JFS Buffalo 
partners with Compeer of Greater 
Buffalo, the Mental Health Association 
and the National Council for Behavioral 
Health to offer Mental Health First 
Aid training to the Western New York 
community. 

Mental Health First Aid (MHFA) 
is a national and international public 
education program.  Its curriculum is 
designed for nonprofessional audiences, 
and trains people on how to recognize the 
symptoms of common mental illnesses 

and addiction disorders, de-escalate crisis 
situations, and initiate timely referral to 
appropriate support resources.

Individuals trained in the evidence-
based MHFA program: 

• Increase personal mental wellness 
skills

• Increase their confidence in and 
likelihood of helping an individual 
in distress

• Learn the identity and location of 
local resources 

• Increase their knowledge of the 
signs, symptoms and risk factors of 
mental illnesses and addictions 

Mental Health First Aid training also 
helps teachers and educators recognize 
the signs of mental illness in students 
and how and where to refer them for 
treatment and support. “A mental health 
‘first aider’ approach is vital to addressing 
the wellness needs of every community. 
Be prepared to save a life.  The person 
you help can be a family member, friend, 
neighbor, coworker or someone you don’t 
know.  Remember, if you save one life 
you save the world,” noted Schillinger. 

JFS Buffalo is located at 70 Barker 
Street  at the corner of Delaware Avenue 
in Buffalo.  The not for profit agency 
administers a New York State licensed  
mental and behavioral health outpatient 
clinic that provides diagnosis, counseling 
and treatment for children and teens, 
individuals of all ages, seniors and the 
frail elderly, families, co-occurring 
disorders, eating disorders, veterans, 
special addictions and gambling.   Other 
JFS Buffalo programs include Refugee 
Resettlement, the Western New York 
Center for Survivors of Torture, Town 
Square for Aging, Gambling Recovery 
and Community Alternative System 
Agency (CASA). 

To schedule a Mental Health First 
Aid training for your organization or 
community call 716.883.1914 or email 
generalinfo@jfsbuffalo.org

To learn more about the programs 
and services of Jewish Family Service of 
Buffalo & Erie County, visit us online at 
www.jfsbuffalo.org
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Last day for 
Body Awareness

1
Labor Day Fitness & 

Aquatics OPEN 8am-3pm 
(Business Offices/

ECC Closed)
Outdoor Pool Complex 
Open 9:30am-7:30pm

2
Outdoor Pool Complex 

open - Sept 14th.
The (B) indoor pool 

will be closed 
Sept 2 – Sept 10 

1
Tween Fit Ages: 9-13 
6:30 pm-7:30pm (B)

2 
Teen Pick-up Basketball 

5:30-7:30pm  (B)
 

3
Erev Yom Kippur Center 

Closes @3:30 PM

4
Yom Kippur Center 

CLOSED

5
JCC members save 15% 

on AAA enrollment

6
Move Gr8! Ages: 5-85:30 

pm-6:30 pm   (B)

7
Let’s Do Lunch: 

Restaurant Reviews 
3:30 pm-5:00pm 

FREE  (H)

8
Erev Sukkot Center 
Closes @6:00 PM

9
Sukkot Center CLOSED

10
 Sukkot Fitness, 

Aquatics, Kids Place, 
Early childcare OPEN 

Offices Closed

11
 Kid’s Fit Ages: 
5-10 10:00 am-
12:00 pm (B)

12
Photography Exhibit- 

Convergence, 
by Kathy Corff Rogers 

(H)

13
Tai Chi 

11:30-12:30pm (B)

14
Be Bald and 
Be Free Day

15
 Erev Shemini Atzeret 
Center Closes @6:00 

PM)

16
Shemini Atzeret Fitness, 

Aquatics, Kids Place, 
Early childcare OPEN, 

Offices Closed

17
 Simchat Torah 

Fitness, Aquatics, Kids 
Place, Early childcare 
OPEN,Offices Closed

18
Born to Move starts 

this month

19
Extreme Teen (B)

20
L’Chaim class learns 
about Shabbat (B)

21
Pneumonia/Flu vaccines 

3:00-6:00pm (B)

22
Men’s Pick-Up 

Basketball-18+ yrs. 
5:30-9:00am

23
JRT’s Old Jews Telling 

Jokes Opens

24
Have you made an 

appointment with Adam 
Field yet?

25
Delta Sonic Car Wash 
coupons available here

26
Acrylics & watercolor 

Exhibit-by Joan 
Hambleton and Enid 

Edelman (B)

27
Hydrorider 45 through 

November 24  
8:15 am-9:00 am (B)

28
Photography Exhibit 

Convergence, by Kathy 
Corff Rogers Sept/Oct 

(H)

29
JCC’s Book and Arts Fair 

coming soon!

30
JCC’s Book and Arts Fair 

coming soon!

31
National Caramel 

Apple Day

30
 Shabbat shalom!

 (B) Benderson Family
  Building in Getzville
 (H) Holland Family Building
  in Buffalo
 * Starting at noon. One  
  per person.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

OcTOber at the Jcc
RemiNDeRs, iDeas, and impoRtaNt Dates for the moNtH
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Join us at PJ Library 
events this fall!

Farmers & Artisans
Artisan Bakery & Local Foods Market

Fresh Local Fruits and Vegetables
NYS Craft Beers and Hard Ciders 

4557 Main Street, Snyder, NY 14226  ~  716-633-2830
www.farmersandartisans.com

“Your connection to NY family farms”

Autumn is a busy time to be Jewish, 
especially for young children! 
School starts, and then there are the 

High Holidays, with synagogue, family 
gatherings, programs and activities galore! 
The beginning of October is especially 
busy with Yom Kippur and Sukkot. It can 
be difficult in all this activity to find time 
just to sit and enjoy the season as a family. 
Why not make an “Autumn Bucket List” 
with your family, and make sure among 
all the New Year and New School Year 
bustle to find time to check some items 
off together? 

Here are some of PJ Library’s 
suggestions to add to your family 
“Autumn Bucket List”. Be sure to 
visit PJ Library’s blog (pjlibrary.org/
pj-blog), Facebook page (Facebook.com/
PJLibraryBuffalo) and Pinterest board 
(Pinterest.com/PJLibraryBuffal), for 
more ideas.

PJ Library Autumn Bucket List

• Jump in leaf piles
• Drink hot apple cider
• Read PJ Library books
• Bake pumpkin bread
• Visit a corn maze
• Go hiking
• Go apple picking with Nickel City 

Jews & PJ Library on Oct 2nd 
• Tailgate
• Have a backyard campfire
• Have a chili cook-off with friends

Join us for the PJ Library Sukkah Hop 
as we visit synagogue sukkahs. Sunday, 
Oct 12th, 3-6pm

PJ Library welcomes all Jewish 
families, including interfaith families, 
LGBT families, and families with special 
needs. If you have a question about how 
your children can receive PJ Library 
books for free every month, join our 
mailing list, or would like to talk with 
us about how we can accommodate your 
family and children at our programs, 
please contact Juliet Glaser at pjlibrary@
bjebuffalo.org or 716-204-5380. Please 
visit our Facebook page to keep up to 
date on PJ Happenings: www.facebook.
com/PJLibraryBuffalo.

Agencies
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A Tribute to Ruth Merlin by 
Kol Rina Choir

On Sunday, Aug. 17,2014, the Kol Rina Choir of the Jewish Community Center 
presented “100 Years of Jewish Music” at Temple Beth Tzedek. The program included 
a special tribute to Mrs. Ruth Merlin, long time teacher of Hebrew and Jewish music, 

and composer.  The song “Am Yisrael Chai” was arranged by Mrs. Merlin and sung by the 
choir, directed by Sebnem Mekinulov and accompanied on the piano by Lynn Heckel-

Kol Rina Choir at a recent concert to honor Ruth Merlin.

convergence
PHOTOGRAPHY BY

Kathleen Corff Rogers

SEPT 1 – OCT 31 2014

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER
HOLLAND FAMILY BUILDING

787 DELAWARE AVE  BUFFALO

RECEPTION
WED OCT 1   7:00 PM
RSVP kcorff@gmail.com

a portion of all sales benefits      the JCC

Griffith.  Ms. Marina Blitshteyn  offered 
an original poem in Mrs. Merlin’s honor, 
praising her accomplishments in a long 
and illustrious career as teacher and mentor 
to hundreds of students. 

A large crowd of 70 was on hand 
to hear classic songs such as “Oseh 
Shalom”, Israeli standards like “Erev Shel 
Shoshanim”, as well as a Fiddler on the 
Roof medley, and Gershwin selections.

The audience was entertained by Jay 
Mesnekoff, member of the choir, who 
recited a monologue from the original 

Fiddler on the Roof play, as the character, 
Tevye.  

“Kol Rina” has performed in various 
synagogues, the Jewish Center and in 
nursing homes in the Buffalo area. They 
rehearse at the Jewish Center on North 
Forest Road in Amherst.  The choir is 
always looking for new members.  Anyone 
interested in spreading Jewish music, and 
being part of a dedicated musical group 
should contact the manager of the choir, 
Adrienne Crandall, at 875-7061 or email: 
adrienne.crandall@gmail.com
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JOAN HAMBLETON ENID EDELMAN
“Expressions” artworks by

Closing reception Sunday October 26    
2:00-5:00 PM

JCC Benderson Family Building
2640 N Forest Rd, Getzville, NY

Sept 1 – Oct 31 2014
Jewish Community Center
Holland Family Building
787 Delaware Ave Buffalo

Reception
Wed Oct 1 7:00 Pm

Rsvp Kcorff@Gmail.Com

PHOTOGRAPHY BY
Kathleen Corff Rogers
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Energized by the Gaza War,   
advocates of boycotts, divestment 
of investments, and trade sanctions 

against Israel are active on campuses, in 
churches, and in cultural and academic 
associations all over the United States and 
overseas.   How did the BDS movement 
begin?  What do its leaders  and their 
followers want?  How will it  affect Israel—
and us?   What, if anything, should we be 
doing about it? These and other questions 
will be explored at a Hadassah sponsored 
panel, “BDS, Israel, and You,” in the 
Seller theatre at the Benderson JCC on  
Sunday,  November  23, at 2 PM .    The 
panel will be co sponsored by the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Buffalo and the  
Jewish Community Center of Greater 
Buffalo. 

 The panelists  will be Rabbi Perry 
Netter,  Rabbi of Temple Beth Tzedek,  
Professor Ernie Sternberg,   Professor at 
UB and former chair of the Buffalo chapter  
of Scholars for Peace in the Middle East, 
and Michael Wise, Executive Director of 
the Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo.  
Nancy Greenberg, former president of  
Buffalo Hadassah, will chair the panel.

 Bring your friends and your family to 
this important   event.   It is free and open 
to the community.  Refreshments will be 
served.  RSVP by Tuesday, November 
18 to: 

Marlene Katzel,  8846258  
amrose@roadrunner.com

Jan Presser 688-1823  
janpresser@hotmail.com

 By Didi Kalmonfsky

November 23
— Hadassah 

Panel to 
Explore BDS 
movement 

— Boycott, 
Divestment, 

and Sanctions 
Against Israel.

Hillel’s new Tzedek Intern

This year, Hillel of Buffalo hosted its 
annual welcome back Shabbat on the 
weekend in which we read the famous 
verse found in Parshat Shoftim: “Justice, 
justice you shall pursue.” To me, this 
mitzvah is among the most important in 
the entire Bible. 

In every fallible, human society, we 
confront injustice every day. There are 
poor people on our streets and innocent 
people in our jails. There are children 
in this country that will never get a 
fair shake because of the color of their 
skin, or their gender, or their sexual 
orientation. To truly pursue justice in a 
Jewish way is to be attuned to the unique 
struggles of the weak and the strangers 
that dwell among us. Above all else, we 
must not be silent. 

Jewish history is filled with people who 
were motivated by faith and history to 
raise their voices for justice. The biblical 
prophets raged against oppression of 

the poor. During the Freedom Summer 
of 1964, many Jews descended on 
Mississippi, sometimes at great risk to 
their lives and safety, to fight racism 
and segregation. This summer,  we lost 
Leonard Fein, a tireless activist for Jewish 
social justice and founder of MAZON: 
A Jewish Response to Hunger as well as 

Hillel Tzedek Intern Didi  Kalmonfsky and friend, 
Carly

founder of the National Jewish Coalition 
for Literacy.

It remains incumbent on all of us to 
continue this strong tradition. For me, 
Hillel of Buffalo is the perfect place 
to try and make my contribution. It 
is a place that is welcoming of a wide 
variety of viewpoints, where I can 
practice both limmud—learning—and 
ma’ase—action—all from a deeply 
Jewish perspective. 

This year I will be a Tzedek intern at 
Hillel because I believe in our power to 
pursue justice. We will strive to create 
change in our home here in Western 
New York, in our home country of the 
United States, in our national homeland 
of Israel. 

As we move into and then past another 
round of the High Holidays, a time when 
we spend all day in synagogue, wrapped 
up in ourselves and repenting for our 
many sins throughout the year, I think 
it is crucial to remember that Judaism is 
incomplete with only prayer and inward 
directed reflection. We are obligated to 
be partners in helping to build the world 
around us. Hillel is the perfect place to 
share in that essential, Jewish process.
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The entire Lipsitz Family gathers  to show the Esophageal Cancer 
Awareness Month resolution created this year in the New York State 

Assembly by Assemblyman Ray Walter and Ruth Lipsitz (center)

(Far Right)  Jordan Levy, Jerry Faitelson and Chuck Niles 
participated in the day’s events

Gregg Lipsitz thanks all the participants for walking to raise research funds 
for Roswell Park Cancer Institute

These lovely ladies—Lipzitz friends and family—manned the 
information booth

Jodi Levine and Cancer walk Founder Ruth Lipsitz hug over the day’s 
success

The first Esophageal Cancer Walk in Buffalo drew hundreds of walkers in Williamsville

(from left)Sr. Margaret Carney, St. Bonaventure University, Sundra Rice, SLR 
Construction  NFJC Executive Director Lana Benatovich, Imam A. Aleem Hasan, (Retired 

Chaplin, Imam, NYS Corrections), Rabbi, and Rev. Jeff Carter Jr. (Ephesus Church)
Dash for Diversity Interfaith Kick-off Service included Gary & Chris 
Quenneville, Ann Swan, Dr. Howard Benatovich and Daniel Kantor.

From L to R: Carol Davis, George Wallenfels, Hannah Wallenfels, 
Lisa Wallenfels , Jared Wallenfels, Lauren Wallenfels. 

Laurie Criden won a Gold medal in her age group with a 
time of 2:16. 

Seen in this photo are Dan and Gina Roblin, Howard Benatovich, 
Marnie and Talia Cerrato and Sunny.

Esophageal Cancer Walk- #LipsitzStrong - Photos by Linda Gellman/CLICK

Esophageal Cancer Walk- #LipsitzStrong - Photos by Linda Gellman/CLICK

The Biggest Loser Half Marathon

NFJC Dash for Diversity
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JFS- Jazz on a Sunday Afternoon

An Evening @ Hertina Farms Derek Jewlander Shabbat in the City

International LOJ in NYC

Heartworks Event in September

Heartworks Event in September

Paul Michael’s glorious garden was the setting for 
the JFS fundraiser

Ellen Niles and Event Chair Paul Michaels JFS Board Chair Larry Rubin thanking guests for 
their patronage

Frank & Jessica Altman

Penny Shuman, Hannah Weinberg and Marilyn Shuman at the NYC event

Sharing an evening in Clarence were (Back- left) Mark & Laurie Criden, Rabbi Gary Pokras, hostess Tina Ball, 
Dr. Lori Ullman, Jack Ullman-Wishnoff, Shauna Pokras, Maryellen Gianturco, Jim Grasso. Front from left: 

Patti Goldstein, Stephanie Pokras, Joey Ball, Reed Giangrasso , Marshall Pokras, Grant Giangrasso.

Cookie & Larry Levin

Margery Nobel and Ilene Fleischman were in attendance

Jill Komm, Lital Liberty and Alan Rosenhoch enjoyed the 
August event

Lital Liberty lights Shabbat candles with help from 
host Mitch Flynn

Merredith Levin, Dr. George Alfieris ( the surgeon who saved Charlie’s 
Levin’s life) & Ken Levin

Andrew Isenberg, Lisa Wallenfels, Kim Yonaty & Michael Babat

Jazz performances made the afternoon magical

for more than just christmas. Sponsored by Jews In The News
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Not TheLastWord
Finding My Own Voice

By Michael Gross

I came back to Buffalo 18+ years 
ago to find one last chance at 
accomplishment. My career as 

a life-long advocate for people with 

developmental disabilities and their 
families had lost its energy after 25 
years working for New York State. The 
position as CEO of Heritage Centers, a 

private non-profit, offered a chance at 
re-discovery. I never dreamed at what I 
would re-discover.

All of my thinking life I have searched 
for older Jewish men to teach me, to 
listen to, to be enlightened by. At first 
they were the Holocaust survivors with 
numbers on their arms who visited with 
my grandparents on Traymore Avenue 
in North Buffalo, or who I came across 
at Workman Circle meetings or at 
Temple Beth David-Ner Israel. Many 
were nameless, but their stories were 
unforgettable. 

Then the objects of my searching 
took names: Dr. Peter Griesbach, Dr. 
Gordon Yudashkin, Sam the tailor, Irving 
Steinberg. All had one thing in common: 
a wisdom I could learn from if I just paid 
attention to what they were saying. So I 
searched and I searched.

As years passed and I moved through 
my 60’s I lamented to my son one day 
that I had run out of older Jewish men 
to learn from and I had no longer had a 
search to conduct. He actually laughed 
and said, “Don’t you understand? You are 
now at the stage in your life where you are 
what you have been looking for. You are 
that older Jewish man who not only still 
seeks wisdom but also imparts it. Younger 
people are listening to you now.”

I do not say this out of self-flattery 
or take myself so seriously as to actually 
believe what my son Adam said, but out 
of the discovery that the Jewish voice I 
was always seeking was my own. It was 
the voice of my soul. Other men gave 
it ideas and thoughts and even values, 
but the search was not about using their 
voice as a guide, but about strengthening 
my own. 

I am not learned in the liturgy. I am 
certainly not a scholar. I am however 
deeply committed to my Jewish roots 
and the value system that the Torah and 
Talmud both teach. I have chosen a career 
based upon those Jewish values. I am 

driven by the image of God saying, “Is 
this my chosen fast?” and then telling us 
what we should do for the homeless, the 
hungry and the naked; by prayers that 
include all people Jewish and not; and 
recently by the lighting of a candle for the 
killing of an equally innocent Palestinian 
teen, at a ceremony this past summer 
created to remember the useless slaying 
of 3 innocent Israeli boys. 

Now I fully understand that those 
voices and those stories were imparting 
the very Jewish values that make our 
people great and gave my professional life 
meaning. I also understand that the best 
way to hear those values is through your 
own voice. The best way to remember 
those values is to live them.

Mike Gross was born in Buffalo, and 
grew up in the Hertel Ave section of the 
city. He later moved to Kenmore and 
graduated from Kenmore West High School. 
He returned to Buffalo from Rochester 19 
years ago to become Executive Director 
of Heritage Centers, and is retiring after 
44 years in the field of social services on 
October 31, 2014. 

Nancy and Michael Gross

Serving All Faiths
Located Minutes from I-290
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Marketplace

To advertise call
Cindy at 
972-2240

Asa Ransom House
A 10 room Historic Village 

Inn with dinner, lunch 
and tea.

Tea - Tuesday, Thursday, 
Saturday 1-4pm

Lunch - Wednesday 
Only 11:30-2:30

Dinners Daily except Monday

Fall Menu & 
Outdoor Porch Dining

10529 Main St. (Rt. 5) Clarence, NY
1-800-841-2340 • (716)759-2315

www.asaransom.com

*** AAA
Voted #1 B&B

Larry Raines
716-580-4822

www.EstateMoveAmherstNY.com
Bonded · Insured 

References

Largest selection of fine 
lampshades and distinctive 

finials in WNY

Specializing in recovering 
lampshades in our workroom

and lamp repairs

ShadeS Unlimited, inc.

3035 GeNeSee Street
CheektoWaGa, NY 14225
716-896-7393
www.shades-unltd.com

WINTER FARMS
• Large Selection of Fresh Produce •

Look for us at
these Farmers’ Markets

WiLLiamSviLLe
eaSt aurora

Hamburg
Our Farm Stand 7 days a week
at 5701 burton road orchard Park1738 Elmwood Ave, Buffalo, NY

162 Mill Street, Williamsville, NY 
716-885-9100

eastmeetswestyoga.com

New students, 
mention The Jewish 
Journal of WNY for a 

FREE CLASS!
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