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Get your pre-sale 
tickets TODAY!

Providing safe, confidential services for victims of domestic violence and their 
children. Bring in your old cell phones to donate to Haven House.

Call 972-2244 or visit BuffaloSpree.com
$15 in advance | $20 day of & at the door
Includes: admission, food stations and cash bar

TickeT Proceeds
BenefiTing

Thursday, November 13, 2014
5:30 pm – 9:00 pm @ Salvatore’s Italian Gardens

6461 Transit Rd. Depew

Fall 2014

Sponsored by: 

Artemis Inspired Medicine, PC
Julie A. Madejski, MD, FACOG ~ Gynecology

Adams Nurseries
Advanced Aesthetics Medical Spa
Albarella Media
Art by You
Artemis Center for Health & Wellness
Atwal Eye Care
Austin Taylor Boutique
Bavarian Nut Company
Blue Table Chocolates
Boutique in the Square
Brian Michaels Jewelers
Buffalo Bites Food Tours

Catholic Health WomenCare
Crazyartgrrl Jewelry
D’Avolio
Diagnostic Imaging Associates
Eastern Hills Mall
Ellen Bourn
Eyes Downtown
Fairy Cakes Cupcakery
Frederic Owen Fine Jeweler
Gizmo’s Creations
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LuLaRoe Buffalo
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Michael Donnelly Interior Design
Monroe’s Place
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Ooo La La Boutique
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Southtowns Internal Medicine
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The Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo Is a proud 
member of the Jewish Federations of North America 

and the American Jewish Press Association

Submissions:
Submit editorial stories, photos, and calendar items by the 1st of 
the preceding month of issue to egoldstein@jfedbflo.com.

To Advertise:
To advertise, call Cynthia Oppenheimer at 716-783-9119 x2240. 
Ad space & materials are due by the 10th of each month prior to 
publication.  For a rate card and any additional information, please 
email Cynthia Oppenheimer coppenheimer@jewishjournalwny.
com or Barbara Macks bmacks@buffalospree.com.

To Subscribe:
To subscribe, visit www.jfedbflo.com and click on “JJWNY 
subscription”.  Free for Western New York area residents and 
donors to the UJF Campaign.  Non-resident subscription is $36 
for 12 issues, payable to The Jewish Journal of WNY.

The Jewish Journal of WNY (JJWNY) reserves the right to cancel any 
advertisement at any time. The Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo and Buffalo 
Spree Publishing, Inc. are not liable for the content or errors appearing in the 
advertisements beyond the cost of the space occupied.  The JJWNY does not 
assume responsibility for the kashrut of any product or service advertised in this 
paper. Signed editorials do not represent the view of the newspaper or the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Buffalo, but rather express the view of the writer.  

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing 
Act of 1968, which makes it “illegal to advertise “based on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status, national origin, or an intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or discrimination.”  This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate that is in violation of the law.  Our readers 
are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available 
on an equal opportunity basis.  

Recently, leaders, analysts and 
people who pay attention to these things 
have been expressing concern about whether 
young Jews care or will continue to care 
about Israel.  It’s a disturbing trend, if 
true.  Inside the JJWNY this month, you 
will have the opportunity to read about 
the experiences of four Buffalo teens who 
spent part of this summer—complete with 
bomb shelters and frantic parents—on Israel 
programs.

The four girls are thoughtful, intelligent 
and proud of their Judaism.  This was the 
first visit to Israel for each of them, and they 
all –every one of them—loved it! They loved 
the land, the people, the smells and sights.  
They embraced the feeling of being “home.” 
Whether they are like other teens, we should 
be proud of them and help nurture their love 
for Israel and the Jewish people.  

Communication at the Jewish Federation 
is getting even better.  We have a new 
website thanks to Federation Executive 
Assistant Joan Kwiatkowski, and hosted by 
the Jewish Federations of North America 
(JFNA) which looks wonderful, and more 
than that, it’s very user friendly!  You can 
see what programs are happening, make 
a donation, read the Jewish Telegraphic 
Agency (JTA) headlines, or read the current 
Jewish Journal of WNY on the home page.  
You can register for a program, pay your 
UJF pledge and make a gift to the Jewish 
Federation Cemetery Fund.  

And in the spirit of Thanksgiving, thank 
you to Buffalo Spree for your wonderful 
partnership which continues to make the 
JJWNY possible, and thanks to community 
members who continue to contribute their 
Jewish stories, which make this community 
paper a richer, truer community snapshot.

Ellen Goldstein - Editor

November 2014
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Buffalo teenager Lauren Wallenfels wrapped 
herself in the Israeli flag this summer as she 
stood on the railroad tracks at Auschwitz.  
Photo from Lauren’s Instagram page. 
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Within the Jewish not-for-profit 
world, there are many great ideas being 
generated by some great professionals. 
Every once in a while one of these ideas 
is seen as unique -- a potential “game-
changing” idea within the philanthropic 
world.  Exactly one year ago, I was 
reading the PEW Research Study on 
the American Jewish community as 
well as the Buffalo Jewish Community 
Demographic study which happened to 
arrive on the very same day. While both 
studies had their differences, there was 

one similarity that I found very disturbing. That was the notably low number of 
children going to Jewish pre-schools, Jewish day schools, Jewish day camps, and Jewish 
overnight camps. I spent much of the day reflecting back on my career in four different 
communities thinking about events and programs that made a difference in impacting 
the direction of young Jewish families. 

One thing clearly came to mind in my thought process: Israel group trips with young 
couples early in their marriage. Thinking about the name Birthright Israel, which is 
a highly successful program sending young Jewish adults to Israel for free, I came up 
with the name Honeymoon Israel, reflecting the idea of young couples early in their 
marriage going to Israel. I soon after vetted the idea at a Federation staff meeting and 
later at the General Assembly of Jewish Federations in a meeting of Executives and 
Presidents last November to a resounding applause.  At that point I knew I actually 
might be on to something. 

I shared it at the GA with a few friends in the philanthropic world and professional 
world getting strong support for the idea. After posting a paper on the idea I had 
developed on an on-line brainstorming session of the Jewish Agency for Israel, I had 
overwhelmingly supportive feedback that resulted in finding a partner to move my 
idea forward.  We followed up with a short article in an on-line Jewish website www.
eJewishphilanthropy.com which resulted in calls and email from some major national 
foundations wanting to hear more about Honeymoon Israel (HMI). 

The rest is history, as they say. I spent every free evening working on the idea along 
with one particularly visionary foundation that helped us build our business model and 
ultimately provide start up funding to make HMI a reality. We will be taking young 
couples ages 25-40 for a 9 day experience in Israel for a minimal charge.

So where does this lead me today? With very mixed emotions, I have decided to 
follow my dreams and help lead the Honeymoon Israel Foundation, soon to realize my 
dream to take thousands of young couples to Israel, both interfaith as well as Jewish/
Jewish, hoping to positively impact on their connection to the Jewish people. With 
the amazing support of a private family foundation, we will be taking our first groups 
to Israel next spring and over a thousand people in the next three years as we start up. 
Rhonda and I will be remaining in Buffalo where I will operate HMI. I am very proud 
of the successes of our Jewish community these last three years, in particular the success 
of the Jewish Federation. The leadership of the Federation was incredibly supportive 
of new ideas and programs which we were able to implement, including: The Jewish 
Journal of WNY, PJ Library, Nickel City Jews, the community demographic study, a 
much expanded Hillel program, our Shlichim program, the New Leadership Mission, 
the Mission to Cuba and the GA, and the upcoming Mission to Morocco, which I will 
continue to staff and escort. 

I will be leaving my position officially at the end of this calendar year, but hope to 
take an active role as a volunteer. I look forward to being able to give back to our home 
community and continue my involvement in the Buffalo Jewish community. I want 
to thank the leadership of the Federation, especially President David Desmon and Past 
President Holly Levy for their support during the last three years. HMI will be soon 
coming to Buffalo and will then bring a group to Israel as a present to the Buffalo 
Jewish Community.
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Michael D. Wise David Desmon
Our community’s United Jewish Fund 

Campaign Kickoff Event, which was 
held in late September with an audience 
of more than 600 enthusiastic members 
of our Jewish community, was a huge 
success.  

Besides raising more money on a card-
for-card basis, we had the opportunity 
to honor the Pulitzer Prize-winning 
publisher emeritus of the Buffalo 
News, Stanford Lipsey, as the winner 
of the Nathan Benderson Community 
Leadership Award. We were all treated 
to a fantastic video highlighting Stan’s 

philanthropy and community involvement.  At the event, Foundation for Jewish 
Philanthropies Director Peter Fleischmann announced that Lipsey had generously set 
up a million dollar endowment for the Jewish community to endow his annual UJF 
Campaign gift, and also set up another million dollar endowment to help the hungry 
and needy in our community.  

In lieu of the UJF Campaign video, we had a real change of pace as we heard a 
moving speech by a man who was a beneficiary of the national funds we raise, cellist 
Pavel Ilyashov.  And instead of election year political commentary as the keynote, we 
listened to the author of The Monuments Men, Robert Edsel, speak about his research 
into stolen art in the Nazi era and the heroes who found it, which had many in the 
audience mesmerized. Congratulations to all the volunteers and staff, who put together 
a delightful evening which ignited our community fundraising season! 

I would like you to mark Thursday, December 4th on your calendar for the Jewish 
Federation’s Annual Meeting at 7:00pm that evening. During the first half of the 
program chaired by Julie Weinberg, we will present our Young Leadership awards 
to Sonia Gellman Young and Michael Weisman, two of our most impressive young 
leaders. We will elect our new board members and officers for the upcoming year, and 
thank our departing board members for their past service.  I will give my last annual 
report before I turn over the reins to Howard Rosenhoch.  In addition, we will take 
some time to thank Michael Wise, who will be leaving as our CEO/Executive Director 
at the end of the year to become the CEO of the Honeymoon Israel Foundation, which 
will be headquartered in Buffalo. Mike has made a big difference in his three short 
years at Federation, and we are thrilled he and Rhonda are staying here in Buffalo. We 
are in the process of putting together a Search Committee to find a successor to Mike 
Wise. I will have more to say about all of his accomplishments next month, and give a 
progress report on the search.

Following the business part of the program, we will be hearing from Rabbi Sid 
Schwarz who will be speaking about his book on Jewish Megatrends. He will offer 
four guiding principles that can drive a renaissance in Jewish life, and gives evidence 
about how those principles are already engaging the Millennials we hope to attract and 
engage.   This portion of the program is sponsored by the Foundation and is part of 
Jewish Center Book Fair, and everyone is invited to the program and the reception. 
Because of the importance of his topic, we are excited to have Rabbi Schwarz appear 
as our Annual Meeting speaker.  I hope to see you December 4th at the Federation’s 
Annual Meeting and Book Fair program. 
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Community2015 Campaign

By Leslie Shuman Kramer
I am on the plane heading 

home from New York City and 
the International Lion of Judah 
Conference (ILOJC), and it was 
exhilarating.  For three days in 
early September, thirteen of us 
from Buffalo joined 1,400 Jewish 
women from across North America 
and Israel to learn together, pray 
together, cry together, laugh 
together, and, simply, to BE 
together.

If you have ever been on a Federation 
Mission where the intensity of your 
experiences left you exhilarated, 
intellectually stimulated and highly 
challenged, spiritually fulfilled and, of 
course, euphorically exhausted, then you 
have an idea of the feelings we have now 
that the conference is over.  The line up 
of outstanding speakers and break out 
session leaders included two dynamic 
female rabbis, JFNA leaders, lay leaders, 

Reflections on the International Lion of 
Judah Conference

business leaders, members of Knesset, 
CEOs of major Jewish organizations, 
members of the IDF, and women young 
and old who lead human rights and 
humanitarian endeavors around the 
world, to help Jewish and non-Jewish 
populations in need. We heard about 
subjects important to Jews ranging 
from the state of affairs in Israel and 
the diaspora, to how to meet challenges 
in working life through a Jewish lens, 
to health care issues specifically relevant 
to Jewish women, to providing food to 

hungry children in Africa, to learning 
about sex and labor trafficking right here 
in the U.S.

Especially after this past summer, 
with the war in Israel and the world so 
unsettled, we drank in the experience of 
being among caring, smart, committed 
women. Emotionally charged, the 13 of 
us came back to Buffalo with energy, zeal 
for our community, our people and each 
other.  

After three tightly scheduled, 
professionally run, high powered days of 
learning, we celebrated together on the 
last night at the closing dinner where 
we honored the Kipnis-Wilson Friedland 
Award winners from each community, 
including my mother, Marilyn Shuman, 

as our Buffalo recipient.  We, 1,400 
strong, danced for what seemed like all 
night in the large dining hall, to the music 
of Einat Sarouf, the well known Israeli 
pop star.  Sweating, singing, laughing, 
hugging and kissing friends old and new, 
1,400 dedicated, inspired women let the 
world know that we stand united for 
Jewish lives—ours, our children, our 
families, our brothers and sisters in Israel 
and anywhere in the world where there 
are Jews.  As for me, in my life I have 
never felt so connected, so unified, so 
comfortable dancing with 1,400 friends.  
The feeling overwhelmed me.  It was food 
for all of our souls

We love our men, but wow, women 
together are so powerful! The LOJs this 
year left the conference raising $27.2 
million for our Federations, returning 
to our communities with energy and 
commitment.  And we Buffalo Lions 
returned with smiles, closer ties to one 
another, and anticipation for the next 
ILOJ conference in 2016.   We look 
forward to welcoming more women from 
Buffalo to join us then.

If you would like more information 
about the national Lion of Judah program 
and becoming a Lion of Judah in Buffalo, 
contact UJF Campaign Director Randi 
Morkisz at 716-204-2245 or rmorkisz@
jfedbflo.com.

Buffalo Lions of Judah at the International LOJ Conference

Women's Philanthropy Chair Ellen Weiss welcoming 
guests to Buffalo's Lion of Judah/ Pomegranate event 
in October at Karen Levin's beautiful home.

Ethiopian Jew Maly Gadai Jackson tells of how she 
walked from Ethiopia to the Sudan as a child, then was 
rescued and sent to Israel.

Leslie Shuman Kramer, Wilson-Kipnes Friedland 
Award Winner Marilyn Shuman, and UJF Campaign 
Director Randi Morkisz at the International 
Conference in New York

Federation CEO Mike Wise speaking to women at 
the Buffalo LOJ/Pomegranate event.

LOJ/Pomegranate 
iN BuFFALo
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AVI MELAMED
In through the Chimney: 

Israel Advocacy and 
the Challenge of BDS

WEDNESDAY  NOVEMBER 5
7:30 PM

NEW LOCATION! UB CENTER FOR TOMORROW

Sponsored by the

2014-15
Dosberg

15TH ANNUAL 
NOTABLE SPEAKER SERIES

w w w . j f e d b f l o . c o m

INDIVIDUAL TICKETS $10   
STUDENTS FREE WITH COLLEGE ID

FOR MORE INFO CALL LITAL LIBERTY AT 716.204.2244
TO BUY TICKETS CALL 716.204.2242 

OR E-MAIL JKWIATKOWSKI@JFEDBFLO.COM

THIS PROGRAM WAS FUNDED BY THE PAUL P. DOSBERG FOUNDATIONMAPLE ROAD

SERVICE CENTER ROAD
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T 
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D
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G

CENTER FOR
TOMORROW▲

CommunityCommunity

ThuRSDAy, DECEMBER 4-  7:00 PM
•	 JCC Benderson Family Building

•	 We will honor Young Leadership Award Winners Michael Weisman 
and Sonia Gellman Young

•	 President & Executive Director reports
•	 Election of Officers and Trustees

•	 Keynote by Rabbi Sid Schwartz  “Jewish Megatrends” in conjunction 
with the JCC Book & Arts Fair.

•	 Speaker sponsored by the Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies and 
The Sam and Sophie Weinstein Fund

•	 Reception to follow.  FREE!  All invited to attend!

Join us for
Jewish Federation’s  

Annual Meeting
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Community2015 UJF Kick Off Dinner
UJF Campaign Community 
Kick off Dinner
MoNDAy, SepTeMBeR 29, 2014
All photos by CLICK- Linda Gellman and Bill E. Myers

A stellar evening was had by all attendees at the 2015 UJF Dinner featuring The 
Monument Men author, Robert Edsel.
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Community 2015 UJF Kick Off Dinner

to the
Herb and Aaron Siegel 

Family Foundation
for sponsoring 

Keynote Speaker Robert Edsel
at our wonderful

2015 UJF Campaign 
Community Kick-Off Dinner

Thank you
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Community

TBZ to Bring Jewish 
Food Pantry to 

Weinberg Campus
The Town Square Food Fair is a brand new initiative, created from a 

collaboration between Temple Beth Zion, Catholic Charities, and the Town 
Square Center for Aging that is redefining the notion of a food pantry.  Seeking 
to combat hunger in an area with surprising amounts of need, yet very little 
assistance, the Town Square Food Fair will provide a wonderful grocery store 
environment infused with Jewish values of dignity, kindness, and respect.  The 
Town Square Food Fair is located on the Weinberg Campus and is currently under 
construction.  It is our hope that construction work will progress enough to allow 
us to reach our goal of opening this November before the Thanksgiving holiday. 
But, until then, there is much work to be done in order to make this endeavor a 
success!  You can find out more information online at www.tbz.org/community/
social-action/, by emailing socialaction@tbz.org, or by contacting Rabbi Adam 
Scheldt at 836-6565.  You can also get involved directly by donating food at 
Temple Beth Zion’s Broder Center (as well as other locations posted online).

Past Federation President 
Donald S. Day passed away 
October 1 in Boca Raton, Florida.  
He was active with leading Jewish, 
Western New York and national 
and international charitable 
and service organizations for 
over 50 years.  For the local 
Jewish community, he served 
as president of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Buffalo, 
Temple Beth Zion, the Bureau of 
Jewish Education and served as 
General Chairman of the Jewish 
Federation’s United Jewish Fund 
Campaign three times.  In addition, 
while president of the Federation, 
his administration undertook the 
task of creating Jewish Federation 
Housing.  According to Shirley T. 
Joseph, Federation Vice President 
under Day, “Don was responsible 
for making Jewish Federation 
Housing happen,” she said  “He 

Past Federation President 
DoNALD S. DAy BRouGHT HiS CoMpASSioN To THe JeWiSH WoRLD

was the one who actually got 
it built, and became its first 
president.”

He was the 2003 recipient of the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo’s 
Nathan Benderson Community Service 
Award.  Day is a local attorney and long-
time local, national and international 
Jewish community leader.

Nationally, between 1981 and 1985, 
Mr. Day served as Chairman of the 
Board of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregation the umbrella organization 
for over 1000 Reform synagogues 
in the U.S. and Canada.  He served 
as President of the World Union for 
Progressive Judaism from 1988 to 1995, 
the organization that is the umbrella 
organization for over 1500 Reform, 
Progressive and Liberal synagogues 
throughout the world.  During the seven 
years of his tenure, he and his wife, 
Edythe, visited congregations in almost 
all of the 45 countries and five continents 

on which they are located.  Day served as 
a Trustee of the Hebrew Union College—
Jewish Institute of Religion, from which 
he received an honorary doctorate. 

Rabbi Daniel Freelander, president of 
the World Union of Progressive Judaism, 
in Buffalo for Day’s funeral, spoke about 
Donald Day.  “With the passing of 
Donald Day, the Union for Reform 
Judaism and the Reform movement 
have sustained a terrible loss.  For more 
than two decades, Don Day was the 
preeminent Reform leader of his day.  He 

was a giant in Reform ranks, providing 
support and direction to the Union’s 
Presidents and inspiration and expertise 
to the Union’s volunteers.  Indeed, he 
was in every sense “the indispensable 
man,” who stood at the very heart of 
Reform organizational life.  He was one 
of the g’dolei hador—the greats of his 
generation.  Don knew how to learn, 
how to listen and how to lead,” Rabbi 
Freelander said. “We are all in his debt.” 

He also was the World Union’s 
representative on the Executive 
Committees of both the Conference 
on Material Claims Against Germany, 
which represents Holocaust victims, 
survivors and their families throughout 
the world, and the Memorial Foundation 
for Jewish Culture.  

A Bostonian by birth, Day came to 
Buffalo after receiving his law degree 
in 1948 from Cornell University, and 
joined the Buffalo law firm of Saperston, 
McNaughton & Saperston and 
subsequently became its Chairman of 
the Board. The firm then became known 
as Saperston & Day, P.C.  In 2001, 
Saperston & Day, P.C., merged with 
Hiscock & Barclay of Syracuse. He is 
survived by his wife of 68 years, Edythe, 
sons Richard, Clifford and daughter 
Halee, five grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren.

Donald S. Day
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Community

* All of HUNT Real Estate ERA Gross Closed Commission and #1 total Units Buffalo / Niagara Region 2013.

Broker for HUNT 
Real Estate ERA,* 
which includes 1,100 
sales associates and 38 
offices nationwide from 
Buffalo to Albany and 
the State of Arizona

716.553.8384
bsclement@aol.com

BONNIE CLEMENT

HUNT Real Estate ERA congratulates 
Bonnie on her remarkable, 

BEST YEAR ever for 2013!!!

 Bonnie led the way for selling over 
32 million and 105 closed homes... 
No one else can compare to her 
determination, dedication and 
quality service to all her clients!

Beth Joseph, Bari Spokane, Bonnie Clement, Sheryl Martin

#1
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CommunityARTS
JCC Book & Arts 
Fair
NoveMBeR 16 - 

DeCeMBeR 15
The 48th JCC Book & Arts Fair, one of the 

longest running events of its kind in North 
America, featuring an exciting line up of 

authors, musicians, artists, and playwrights 
who celebrate Jewish arts and culture will take 
place November 16 – December 15, 2014.

Sunday, November 16, 1:00 – 4:00 pm
5th ANNUAL GLOBAL DAY OF JEWISH 

LEARNING—Temple Beth Zion Broder Center, 700 
Sweet Home Road
Jews from more than 400 communities in 48 
countries will participate in more than 600 events 
on the same day.  This year’s theme is “Heroes 
and Villains, Saints and Fools: The People in 

the Book.”  Rabbi Goldie Milgram, founder and 
director of Reclaiming Judaism, will be keynote 

speaker, followed by a choice of workshops led by 
local clergy and a PJ Library workshop for children. Free 
and open to the community. Sponsored by the Bureau 
of Jewish Education, Congregation Shir Shalom, and 
Temple Beth Zion in cooperation with local synagogues 
and Jewish organizations. For more information, contact 
Jill Komm at 204-5380 or jill@bjebuffalo.org.   www.
theglobalday.com 

November 16 – 19, 10 a.m. – 10 p.m.
ISRAELI ART EXPO—JCC Benderson Lobby.   
Collaborative art show, featuring the work of 45 Israeli 
artists and more than 2,000 pieces of handcrafted fine art, 
Judaica, ceramics, wood, sculpture, glass and jewelry.

Tuesday, November 18, 7:30 p.m., $12, students $6
MICHAEL LASSER—AMERICA’S SONGS II.  JCC 
Benderson Family Building

Author Michael Lasser, singer Cindy Miller and pianist 
Alan Jones introduce five important songwriters – three of 
them Jewish – all born and raised in Buffalo. The group 
includes: Chauncey Olcott, known for “My Wild Irish 
Rose”; composer Ray Henderson who defined the wild, 
wacky sound of the 1920s; E. Ray Goetz who wrote “For 
Me and My Gal”; Jack Yellen who wrote “Happy Days Are 
Here Again” and “My Yiddishe Mama”; and Harold Arlen, 
son of a cantor who gave us “Stormy Weather,” “Birth of 
the Blues,” and “Over the Rainbow.” Raised in the shadow 
of Broadway, Lasser is the Peabody-Award-winning host 
of public radio’s “Fascinatin’ Rhythm” and a frequent 
lecturer at museums and universities. Sponsored by the 
Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies, Dessert Reception 
sponsored by Hadassah. Dessert reception, book sale and 
signing to follow.

Rabbi Heschel Greenberg will 
speak at Book Fair Thursday, 
December 11 at 7:30 PM at the 
JCC

Michael Lasser

Meet Elaine
•	Public	servant	in	private	and	public	
business	sectors	for	over	24	years
•	Extensive	experience	in	programs	
to	serve	non-traditional	students	&	
adults
•	Member	of	Erie	County	Rape	&	
Sexual	Assault	Task	Force
•	Facilitated	Kids	First	Anti-Bullying	
Program	&	Volunteer	at	Crisis	
Services
•	Endorsed	by	Democratic	&	Working	
Families	Parties	&	AFL-CIO

The Issues
•	Fair	taxation	for	all
•	Eliminating	corporate	tax	breaks	that	
do	not	result	in	creation	of	jobs	and	
economic	growth
•	Passage	of	Women’s	Equality	Act
•	End	privatization	of	public	education
•	Eliminate	excessive	testing	of	
students
•	Creating	and	maintaining	a	living	
wage	for	workers

Altman for State Senate
PO Box 500

East Amherst, NY 14051
altmanforsenate@gmail.com
www.altmanforsenate.com

Atlman for Senate

@AltmanForSenate

November 16

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT 

Jay L. Mesnekoff
Director
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Thursday,  November 20, 7:30 p.m.
RABBI RUVI NEW – FREE CONCERT—JCC 
Benderson Family Building

Join singer songwriter Rabbi Ruvi New for an evening 
of soulful music and stories that are bound to inspire. 
Lyrics are all projected, making it easy to sing along and 
get in the groove.  Rabbi New is the director and spiritual 
leader of Chabad of East Boca and a popular and sought 
after lecturer on Kabbalah. Dessert reception to follow.  
Sponsored by Charlie and Penny Shuman

Monday, November 24, 7:30 p.m., $12, students $6
RIVKA CAROLINE—From Frazzled to Focused, The 
Ultimate Guide for Moms who want to reclaim their time, 
their space and their lives.   JCC Benderson Family Building

Written by a mother of seven with the overwhelmed, 
stretched-too-thin, sleep-deprived mom in mind, From 
Frazzled to Focused walks busy readers through the easy-to-
follow steps that will help them arrange their lives so they 
have more time to do what they love each day. Sponsored 
by the Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo. Dessert 
reception sponsored by Jewish Women’s Connection,  
Dessert reception, book sale and signing to follow.

Tuesday, December 2, 7:30 p.m., $12, students $6
DR. REGINA GROL—Saving the Tremors of Past Lives 
– A Cross-Generational Holocaust Memoir. JCC Benderson 
Family Building

The Jewish community of the Polish town of Brzé, 
population 30,000, was wiped out during the Holocaust 
with only about 10 members surviving. One of them 
was Masza Pinczuk, who escaped from the Brzé ghetto 
on the eve of its liquidation on Oct. 15, 1942. Her 
future husband succeeded in escaping from the Warsaw 
ghetto. They were the sole survivors of their respective 
families.  This book, written by Dr. Grol--their daughter, 
shares their story and explores the lingering impact of 
the Holocaust on following generations. Co-sponsored 
by Congregation Havurah, SUNY-Empire State College, 
The Rubin & Luba Literman Fund of the Holocaust 
Resource Center of Buffalo.  Dessert reception, book sale 
and signing to follow.

Rivka Caroline

Rabbi Sid Scharz

Rabbi Ruvi New

Thursday, December 4, 7 – 9 p.m.
RABBI SID SCHWARZ –KEYNOTE SPEAKER FOR JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER BUFFALO’S ANNUAL MEETING
Jewish Megatrends: Charting the Course of the American Jewish Community

JCC Benderson Family Building.   Federation’s Annual Meeting begins at 7.  Rabbi Schwarz to follow business & awards meeting.  
The American Jewish community is riddled with doubts about the viability of the institutions that well served the Jewish community of the 

twentieth century. Synagogues, Federations and Jewish membership organizations have yet to figure out how to meet the changing interests and 
needs of the next generation. In this presentation, Rabbi Sid Schwarz will set out four guiding principles that can drive a renaissance in Jewish life 
and give evidence of how, on the margins of the Jewish community, those principles are already generating enthusiasm and engagement from the very 
Millennials that the organized Jewish community has yet to engage.

Rabbi Sid Schwarz is a senior fellow at Clal: The National Jewish Center for Learning and Leadership. Free program, in conjunction with the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Buffalo’s Annual Meeting.  Sponsored by the Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies and the Sam & Sophie Weinstein Fund.  
Dessert reception, book sale and signing to follow.

Tickets may be purchased on-line at www.jccbookfair.com or at either JCC front reception. All events take place at the JCC Benderson Family 
Building, 2640 North Forest Road, except the Global Day of Jewish Learning which takes place at Temple Beth Zion Broder Center. All reception at 
the JCC are kosher.
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CommunityRabbi's Column

Rabbi Heschel Greenberg

What is the common thread that 
runs through materialistic, secular 
ideologies and religious and 
mystical beliefs? It is the belief 
in a Messianic Age. The Jewish 
mystical approach to the coming 
of Moshiach, notwithstanding 
its characterization as an article 
of faith, can be approached and 
viewed from a logical vantage 
point as well. 

Inherent in the mindset of some is 

Jewish Messianism: 
A LoGiCAL MySTeRy

the notion that humankind is constantly 
evolving and that we will eventually 
graduate into a state of utopia. Events 
such as the Holocaust militate against 
such an evolutionary philosophy. Yet, 
despite the absence of logical support, 
there are millions who have accepted 
secular messianic beliefs without 
reservation.

Some will also argue in favor of a 
messianic belief because psychology 
recognizes that belief in a better future 
helps us cope with life’s difficulties. 

What is it then about the Jewish 
version of messianism that some 
find difficult to swallow?  Could it 
be Judaism’s affirmation that a human 
Messiah will usher in this New Age that 
has irked some? This would hardly seem 
to be a problem. Throughout history, 
single individuals inaugurated most, if 
not all, major movements for good or 
evil. History is replete with leaders who 
have irrevocably changed its course. To 
believe that a great leader will ignite the 
divine spark within us that will inspire 
and challenge all of us to change the 
world is not unsettling at all.

What some find radical and 
disconcerting about Jewish messianism, 
however, is the suddenness with which 
the world will change. The image 
conjured up by many believers is one of 
a mythical, supernatural leader waving 
the proverbial magic wand that will 
instantaneously transform our universe; 
eliminate all vestiges of evil and create 
a utopian paradise. This image not only 
strains credulity, it also appears to insult 

our very humanity. After all, we are 
not robots or automatons. We do not 
change by a mere flick of a switch. 
Indeed, according to Jewish theology, 
goodness that is not associated with 
human endeavor is not good in the most 
precise sense of the word. 

From the perspective of Kabbalah 
and Chassidic thought, Messianism is, 
in fact, the very opposite of sudden, 
transformation. Humankind’s collective 
efforts over the course of millennia have 
paved the way for a New Age. These 
changes occur through the observance of  
the mitzvoth. Whenever we perform an 
act of kindness, for example, it leaves an 
indelible imprint on the world. In their 
aggregate, these acts have the capacity to 
utterly transform the world.

If there is a sense of mystery, it should 
be about the nature of a solitary act of 
kindness. When we reflect on the power 
of a divinely ordained mode of behavior, 
it will become clear that there is more 
energy contained in this act than in any 
other phenomenon, natural or man-
made. 

By performing a mitzvah we create a 
connection between G-d who is infinite 
and ourselves who are finite. There can be 
no greater revolution than bridging the 
unbridgeable. Judaism believes that every 
time one does a mitzvah, one transforms 
an intrinsically finite experience, into an 
infinitely divine experience. 

Secondly, the Talmud states that a 
solitary mitzvah is endowed with the 
power to alter the balance of the entire 
universe. If we were to unleash all the 
fury of all our nuclear arsenals, we could 
not effect a change as profound and as 
cosmic as the performance of one solitary 
act of kindness. In this light, we can 
hardly imagine the cataclysmic results of 

all the times people have performed acts 
of kindness since the beginning of time, 
particularly, those who have lived since 
G-d revealed Himself at Sinai with the 
giving of the Ten Commandments. To be 
sure, people have also acted cruelly and 
unleashed untold evil. But, as the masters 
of Kabbalah have affirmed, evil, by its 
very nature, does not enjoy the same 
longevity as the forces of goodness. With 
the passage of time, the evil of yesterday 
has already been dissipated, whereas the 
positive energies endure forever.

From this perspective, the question we 
should be asking ourselves is how is it, 
in light of all the unleashing of positive 
energy, that the world still appears to be 
the same? How is it that the thousands 
of years of goodness that the world has 
experienced have not made the world 
look drastically different? If there is 
something irrational about Moshiach, it 
is not how can we imagine his coming 
so suddenly, but the reverse. Why hasn’t 
it happened already? Why has the world 
that has been bombarded with so much 
positive energy not yet exhibited the 
changes associated with the messianic 
utopia?

Jewish Messianism is thus the final 
resolution to the enigma of good not 
carrying its weight. It is no wonder 
that Maimonides, the great rationalist, 
considered the belief in the coming of 
the Messiah to be one of the principles of 
Judaism. Belief in a messianic outcome is 
the corollary of all the other theological 
foundations of Judaism. Once one 
believes in G-d, His system of cause-and-
effect (that good actions leave a positive 
imprint on the person and the world) it 
is logically imperative that the world will 
change. 

If the Messianic Age will take us by 
surprise it is because we are so accustomed 
to a world that does not follow the rules 
of logic and our inability to sense the 
transformations that have been occurring 
since the beginning of time. Despite the 
way the onset of the Messianic Age will 
take us by surprise, we will all be able to 
look back at the myriad of actions that 
were chipping away, from underneath, at 
the very roots of evil. 

Judaism’s view of the Messianic Age 
then is that it is not some fairy tale, or 
a psychological crutch. It is the most 
rational consequence of centuries and 
millennia of human efforts that will 
finally bear their fruit.

Rabbi Heschel Greenberg
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Tikuun Olam

5 Things You Can Do 
iN NoveMBeR To RepAiR THe WoRLD
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Community

Where is this found in Western New York?  The first 5 people to 
correctly identify the location will win a $10 lunch to the JCC’s Tel Aviv 

Café.  E-mail your answers to egoldstein@jfedbflo.com.

Where in  JBFLO ?

Sponsored by Law Office of Lindy Korn, PLLC - www.lkorn-law.com

Here’s a refreshing idea:  Attend the Water Gala at the Buffalo 
Convention Center on Saturday, November 8th on behalf of Let them LOL 
(501c3) (Let Them Laugh Out Loud), whose mission is to fund and install 
clean water wells and provide humanitarian relief to Sierra Leone, West 
Africa. Sponsor a table, buy an ad in the program book, make a donation or 
donate an auction item. Call Donna Visone at 716-359-2238 gala@ltlol.com 
or www.watergala.com   

Ice Skating is Nice Skating.   Don’t miss this year’s SABAH ( Skating 
for the Blind and Handicapped) Starlight Night Auction & Gala Friday, 
November 14 beginning at 6:00pm at the Buffalo Convention Center.  $75 
per person.  Call 716-362-9600 or go to www.sabahinc.org. 

119th Buffalo Turkey Trot.  This hometown holiday calorie-free 
favorite is Thursday, November 27 beginning at 9:00am sharp at the 
Delaware WMCA, 2564 Delaware Avenue.  For information, go to www.
ymcabuffaloniagara.org/trot/trotinfo.html  

BDS and You.  What is BDS and what you can do about it. Presented by 
Buffalo Hadassah Sunday, November 23 from 1:30-3:30pm.  JCC Benderson 
Building. FREE.  Hear from 3 experts on Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions 
movement aimed to cripple Israel.  Contact janpresser@hotmail.com 

Attention Disco Divas:  Join Nickel City Jews at the World’s Largest 
Disco Meet-Up. November 29 9:00 pm. Buffalo Convention Center. 153 
Franklin Street, Buffalo.  The event is a benefit for Camp Good Days and 
Special Times.  $77.50 tickets at www.worldslargestdisco.com. Contact Rabbi 
Adam Scheldt at rabbischeldt@tbz.org.

Last Month’s Photo

Last month’s photo was an 
image of part of the Holocaust 
Memorial wall at Congregation 

Shir Shalom upon which is 
written the words to the poet 
and heroine Hannah Senesh’s  
famous poem “Eli, Eli.”  The 
winners for October include 

Jacqueline Marcus, Herm Engel, 
Sima Lewis, Sonia Sugarman, 
Jan Sandberg, Janis Sinatra, 

Zelda Feldman.

Kenny 
Carpets 

and 
Floors

Carpet any home! Any size! 
Installation and Quality 
Cushion... NO extrA 

ChArge!!!

7600 TransiT rd.
Opposite eastern hills Mall

3240 TransiT rd.
at Seneca Creek

2995 sheridan dr.
at Niagara falls Blvd. next to 
Northtown Plaza

631-0028

656-0426

836-8100

Free shop at 
home serviCe

Kenny Carpets will bring samples of 
this outstanding sale to your home 

and give you a free accurate estimate. 
Call any of our three conveniently 

located Kenny Carpet Stores.

hours:
M-F 10-9
SAt 10-5
SuN 12-5
*For qualified buyers

www.kennycarpeTs.com

remember ... do The kenny!

top 5 reasons you must Come to Kenny Carpets:1. WNYs largest volume      flooring chain, our selection is     overwhelming, our volume     saves you lots of money. 2. Serving WNY since 1960,     no one has our experience in     installing carpet and floors.3. Our staff averages 19 years of     experience - no one will serve     you better.
4. We stock more carpet, wood,     laminate, and vinyl than any     store. Buy today, Install     tomorrow.

5. Our prices are significantly     lower than any Outlet, Home     Center or Store. Ask about our     low price guarantee!!
pay no 

interest 

until 

2015*

Small Law Firm
1904 Liberty Building
Buffalo, NY 14202
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CommunityNickel City Jews
Nickel City Jews events 

for November

For More Information
Miriam Abramovich: 

General Inquiries, 
Social Action Programming

Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo
mabramovich@jfedbflo.com  - 

716-204-2247

20s 30s 40sEA
RL

Y

, ,

HELPING TO MAKE JEWISH BUFFALO
A VIBRANT PLACE TO CALL HOME FOR YOUNG PEOPLE IN THEIR

Nickel City Jews is a program of the Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo
www.jfedbflo.com/nickel-city-jews

For more information contact:
Miriam Abramovich at mabramovich@jfedbflo.com or 716-204-2247

Frizzy’s Meet-Up
Thursday, November 6th  6:00pm
Frizzy’s, 140 Allen Street, Buffalo

Casual happy hour. Look for Laura Hemlock in a Nickel City Jews shirt.
FREE, no RSVP required. 

Contact Laura Hemlock at shalom@hillelofbuffalo.org

Global Day of Jewish Learning 
Sunday, November 16  1-4pm

Temple Beth Zion  Broder Center- 700 Sweet Home Road. Amherst
Jews from more than 400 communities in 48 countries will participate in more 

than 600 events on the same day.  This year’s theme is “Heroes and Villains, Saints 
and Fools: The People in the Book.”  Rabbi Goldie Milgram, founder and director 
of Reclaiming Judaism, will be keynote speaker, followed by a choice of workshops 

led by local clergy and a PJ Library workshop for children. Free and open to 
the community. For more information, contact Jill Komm at 204-5380 or jill@

bjebuffalo.org. www.theglobalday.com 

World’s Largest Disco Meet-Up
Saturday, November 29th  9:00pm

Buffalo Convention Center, 153 Franklin Street, Buffalo
Largest retro party in the world, as seen on VH-1’s “Where Are They Now?”. 
Proceeds benefit Camp Good Days. Contact Adam for meet up location.

COST: $77.50/tickets at www.worldslargestdisco.com (21 and up)
Contact Rabbi Adam Scheldt at rabbischeldt@ybz.org

Amanda Miller-Berg, Miriam Abramovich and Lital 
Liberty in the JCC Sukkah

Sukkah-hop is about to begin

Learning from Rabbi Strosberg in the Sukkah Nickel City Jews enjoying the Sukkah
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Rabbi Perry Netter offers a prayer at last year's 
event.

Gathering together from across the Greater Buffalo region, area 
Christians will host a “Buffalo Celebrates Israel!” event as a Christian 
expression of love and solidarity with Israel and the Jewish people. 
Christian pastors from churches across the Buffalo region are planning 
this special event to take place on Sunday evening, November 16, 2014, 
at 6:00 p.m. at The Tabernacle, 3210 Southwestern Blvd, Orchard Park, 
NY 

This is the fifth annual celebration of Israel coordinated by area pastors. The event 
last year was a very meaningful one with a special address from Congressman Chris 
Collins. Rev. Dr. Robert Stearns, founder and executive director of Eagles’ Wings, based 
in Clarence, and newly appointed Bishop at The Tabernacle, is coordinating this event 
in cooperation with a diverse group of pastors from churches across the region.  The 

Buffalo to Celebrate Israel!

host pastors for the event Bishop Emeritus 
Tommy Reid and Pastor James Ruddy serve 
on the host committee alongside leaders 
such as: Pastor Jerry Gillis of the Chapel at 
Crosspoint Rev. Roderick Hennings of Zion 
Dominion Global Ministries; Pastor Pat Jones 
of Eastern Hills Church; and many others.

“Buffalo Celebrates Israel!” will include 
special music, passionate speakers, and dance 
presentations.  Mayor Brown and members 
of Congress are invited to participate, and 
leaders of the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Buffalo will be present. The evening is free 
and open to the public.
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Comfort Food for Fall
By Robin Kurss

Every Fall, I start to cook…a lot!  And the older I get, the 
more nostalgic I become for the recipes of my childhood--
Grandma Esther and Grandma Kate’s specialties.  

One of my favorites is Grandma Esther Grossman’s Potato 
Blintzes.  They seemed like such a “potchky”; she would 
happily take a whole day to prepare and to make enough to 
eat and freeze for an army. The recipe is actually pretty easy, just a few steps and you 
can easily have them for today and make an extra batch to freeze for another.  I’ve added 
mushrooms to my filling, because my mom never makes a batch of mashed potatoes 
without them!

Potato Blintzes- makes 8

Blintzes
2 eggs
½ c water
½ c milk
1 oz butter, melted
1 c flour
1 tsp salt
Combine liquid ingredients in a bowl 

and slowly whisk in flour and salt.
Heat an 8” non stick skillet and spray 

with non-stick spray.
Pour enough batter into pan to thinly 

cover the bottom.
Cook until the blintz looks “dry” and 

then flip, cook another 15 seconds on 
other side.  

Repeat and stack until all the batter 
is used.

Filling
2 T oil
2 onions, diced
1 c mushrooms, sliced
¼ c milk
2 lbs Yukon gold potatoes, peeled, 

diced, boiled and mashed…cool
Sauté onions and mushrooms in oil 

until golden. 
Add to mashed potatoes.  Season 

liberally with salt and pepper to taste.

Assemble
Lay blintz on counter.  Place 1/8 of 

filling on bottom third of blintz.  
Fold over 2 sides and roll to contain 

filling and form the stuffed blintz.

Melt butter in saucepan and sauté 
blintz to heat through, about 5 minutes 
on each side. Enjoy!

The Kol Rina Choir (Voice of 
Joy), under the direction of Sebnem 
Mekinulov, will perform at Temple 
Beth Zion, 805 Delaware Avenue, on 
December 7, 2014. Kol Rina is dedicated 
to sharing Jewish liturgical modern and 
popular music with all audiences. The 
concert will be at 2:00 pm. Tickets will 
be on sale at Temple Beth Zion, as well 
as at the door, for $10.00. Proceeds will 
benefit the choir. As an invited guest, 
Ezra Donner will perform with the choir 
and will also perform a piece from his 
new CD The American Piano. For more 
information contact:  Adrienne Crandall 
at adrienne.crandall@gmail.com  or 875-
7061.

Kol Rina Choir Concert
DeCeMBeR 7

The Kol Rhina Choir

Ezra Donner

· Full Service Catering and Pastries 

· Three Certified Chefs 

· Becker Farms Grown and Local 
Farm Grown Foods 

· House Made Beer and Wine
Free Facility Rental on 2015 Sundays 

through November up to a $1,500 value!

EST. 1894
BECKER FARMS

becker
Farms

Becker FarmsBecker Farms
www.beckerfarms.com

Vizcarra VineyardsVizcarra Vineyards

Est. 1894

Enjoy your Private Event or Wedding at 

716-772-2211
www.BeckerFarms.com

3760 Quaker Road · Gasport, New York 14067
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Come on a Mission to 
Morocco with Jewish 
Federation and Mike Wise
MARCH 22-29, 2015

Trip Includes:
•		7	 days	 of	 touring	 in	 luxury	 A/C	 bus	 with	

English-speaking guide
•		1	 night	 in	 Casablanca,	 2	 nights	 in	 Fez,	 1	

night in Rabat, 2 nights in Marrakech
•	Cost	of		trip:	  $3,500 – land portion ($850 

single supplement)  
$1,200- $1,500 airfare 
estimate  
(All tips included in fee)

•		Minimum	gift	of	$2,500	per	person	or	$5,000	
per couple to the 2015 UJF Campaign

•		Visit	to	the	Museum	of	the	Jews	of	Morocco,	Jewish	Home	of	the	Aged,	Old	Jewish	
Synagogue in Menkes

•	Fez	Jewish	Cemetery
•	Guided	visit	through	the	Melleh	(	Jewish	Quarter)	of	Fez
•	Old	walled	city	and	Kasbah	des	Oudayas
•	Majorelle	Garden
•	DJma	El	Fna	Square
•	Festive	Shabbat	dinner	with	members	of	the	Marrakech	Jewish	Community
For more information, please contact Mike Wise at 716-204-2240 or 

mike@jfedbflo.com 

Community

November is National Adoption Month, a time to raise awareness of the more 
than 100,000 children living in foster care who are waiting for permanent families.  
During this month of Thanksgiving, we are thankful to those who wish to open 
their hearts and homes to children who need a hug, a safe place to live, and a 
loving family. As the billboards on the Kensington remind us, “You don’t have to 
be perfect to be a perfect parent.” 

Whether a child is adopted through the foster care system, from a foreign 
country or privately, expenses can be overwhelming and at times prohibitive. One 
resource that can help is the HBLA, the Hebrew Benevolent Loan Association, 
Buffalo’s Free Loan Society.  This organization is available to help members of our 
Jewish community with interest-free loans for many purposes, including adoption 
related expenses. The confidential application process can help you or your family 
member explore options to cover costs related to adoption. For more information, 
please call Sam at (716)204-0542 or go to www.wnyhbla.org.

HBLA Assists with Adoption 
Related Expenses

Farmers & Artisans
Artisan Bakery & Local Foods Market

Fresh Local Fruits and Vegetables
NYS Craft Beers and Hard Ciders 

4557 Main Street, Snyder, NY 14226  ~  716-633-2830
www.farmersandartisans.com

“Your connection to NY family farms”
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By Ellen Goldstein

In Jewish media of late, and in demographic studies, we hear about how young Jews are alienated or have no connection to Israel.  This summer, 
many Jewish teens from all over North America did travel to Israel on various Israel immersion trips despite the War in Gaza.  Recently four Buffalo 
teenagers who grew up in Williamsville talked with me about their “once-in-a-lifetime” experiences traveling all over Israel during this summer of 
Red Alerts and bomb shelters.  They are thoughtful, impressive, bright and involved young women with strong Jewish identities. They were all so 
enthusiastic about their journeys, and all really loved the Land of Israel.  One wants to move there, and all hope to go back soon.  They also were 
very moved by people on the streets whom they didn’t know, thanking them for being in Israel during the Gaza War, a story echoed by others who 
were in Israel this summer, as well.  

The Next Generation of Zionists

Robyn Lippa

Robyn Lippa, daughter of Ellen and Steve Lippa,  is 
a Williamsville North senior, and has gone to Camp 
Ramah Canada for 9 years.   This past year, she 
participated in the Ramah Israel Seminar in Israel.  The 
17-year old plays tennis, competes in track & field, plays 
the clarinet in the school band.  A member of Temple 
Beth Tzedek and USY, she is currently vice president and 
served as president last year.  

Robyn was in Israel for 6 ½ weeks this summer.  
The Ramah Israel Seminar is a program where senior 
campers from all 8 North American Ramah camps come 
together in Israel, and everyone is the same age.   The 
group arrived at Ben Gurion Airport on July 2.  “The 
bodies of the 3 Israeli teens were discovered the day 
before I left, and before we got on the plane, we were 
dusted for explosive residue,” she said Needless to say, 
security was high for all the Israel trips.  

“We went to the 
North first, near 
the Lebanon and 
Syrian borders,” she 
explained.  We met 
up with other kids, 
and went on nature 
hikes.  The North was 
beautiful.  One of the 
guides told us ‘where it 

is green it’s Israel; where it is not, it’s not.’  The leaders 
kept us in the North an extra 5 days because of the 
war, and sent updates to our parents every day.”  They 
heard bombs at Syrian border from the war in Syria.  
They interacted with minorities—Druze, Israeli Arabs 
and Christians.  At the Church of the Beatitudes, they 
talked with Arab Israeli teens about the deaths of the 
three Israeli Jewish teens.  They didn’t agree about the 
situation, but at least they had the chance to talk to 
each other.

"After that, we went on to Jerusalem. When I 
approached the Kotel, it was the first time I actually felt 
like I ‘was there’-in Israel, I mean.   The Kotel meant a 
lot to me.  The trip was very important for me to go on.  
My grandparents have never been to Israel, and I know 
they were living this trip through me,” she said.  

One of the most moving days for Robyn was 
spent at Har Herzel at the soldiers’ cemetery.  She 
saw row after row of graves of newly buried soldiers, 

including Americans Max Steinberg and Michael Levine 
(a Ramah-nik who died in the 2nd Lebanon War).  “The 
graves showed the ages of the soldiers were between 19 
and 25,” she said. “I realized that if I lived in Israel, next 
year I could be in the army.  The young Israeli soldiers 
are risking their lives for something they believe in. That 
meant so much to me, and made it seem very personal,” 
she said.  

Lauren Wallenfels
Lauren Wallenfels is a senior at Williamsville East, and 

is the daughter of Lisa and George Wallenfels.  She went 
on the USY Poland /Israel Pilgrimage with other Jewish 
teenagers from around the country this summer. She has 
been a member of USY since 8th grade at Temple Beth 
Tzedek, and has served on its local board and as president 
last year for the chapter, and currently on the regional 
USY board as Israel affairs and grade representative. 

She is also 
on the school 
c h e e r l e a d i n g 
squad, a member 
of National 
Honor Society, 
in the newspaper 
club as editor of 
entertainment 
and broadcasting 
assistant, a LINK 
crew leader, 
a member of 
Stand Up, Stand 
Out- the anti-
bullying club, 
and babysits 
every day.

 “My trip started in Poland,” she said.  You can see 
Lauren at Auschwitz draped in an Israeli flag in the 
photo on the cover of this magazine, an image sent from 
her Instagram feed.  “Going to Poland before Israel 
made going to Israel more meaningful to me,” she said.  
“By tracing the footsteps of some of our ancestors from 
Poland, the existence of Israel takes on so much more 
importance,” she explained. “We got to Israel the night 
the rockets started flying.  On my first night there, our 
group spent part of it in a bomb shelter, and we had 
multiple bomb experiences. In our group, we all had 

Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) from hearing the 
bombs while we were in Israel.” The stress of the trip has 
gone away now that she is home.  

“We had a lot of fun, too.  Like our visit to the Israel 
museum, cliff hanging, white water rafting, having a 
Druze experience in Bedouin tents.  We rode donkeys 
and camels, and went snorkeling in Eilat, which I found 
the most fun.”

When Lauren 
got back to 
Buffalo, she 
downloaded The 
Jerusalem Post 
app and read the 
newspaper every 
day.  Being there 
definitely made 
her more aware 
of international 
events and the 
world. “For me, 
being in Israel 
was like coming 
home.   As a 
whole the trip 
made me a lot more politically aware, and now I can 
defend Israel properly.”  

Lexi Boehnlein
Lexi Boehnlein is a junior at Williamsville North 

High School, lives in East Amherst and is the daughter 
of Nikki Berg Boehnlein.  She went to Israel this 
summer with a special Camp Seneca Lake leadership 
program for 5 weeks.  She is a member of Temple 
Beth Zion, is TBaZY president, and serves on the 
NFTY regional cabinet as the New York State regional 
outreach representative.  She sits on the TBZ board of 
trustees for TBaZY, and is a madrachim at TBZ Sunday 
School.  At Williamsville North, she is a member of the 
Jewish Student Union, run by Susan Recoon.   She is 
on the varsity soccer and varsity track & field teams, 
Williamsville North musicals, in the German club, and 
a SABAH volunteer.

Lexi left Buffalo June 30 and got to Israel July 1. 
“We arrived 2 or 3 days after the boys’ kidnapping, and 
it all seemed very crazy at first.   But during the trip 
and afterwards, we were so thankful that we had that 

Robyn in Jerusalem

Lauren at the Kotel

#neveragain #neverforget
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Remember how 
bagels used to taste?

That’s what you’ll taste 
today at Bagel Jay’s, 
consistently delicious 

deli favorites 
in every bite.

Pickup & 
Dropoff service available

finest dark roasted coffees • fresh-baked bagels • signature tuna fish • and more!

finest mouth-watering n.y. bagels since 1976 • homemade shmears • deli sandwiches • soups • salads

Marshall’s Plaza
2130 Delaware ave, Buffalo

716.874.1800

Dash’s Plaza
100 a Plaza Dr, Williamsville

716.639.1000www.bageljays.com  

Let Us Do the Work!

Hosting Brunch?

Service Built on 
independence & truSt

Securities and advisory services Offered Through FSC Securities 
Corporation A Registered Broker/Dealer Member FINRA/SPIC 
and a registered investment advisor. Additional advisory services 

offered through Mollot & Hardy, Inc. A registered investment 
advisor not affiliated with FSC Securities Corporation.

646 N. French Road Suite # 9•Amherst , NY 14228-2125
716.691.7121 • www.mollot.com

Bryan Castro, CFPtM Sanford Seide, CLU Alan Mollot, CLU, CFPtM Michael Hardy, CFPtM

opportunity to be 
in Israel at that 
time, and to offer 
our support in 
person.”

Because there 
was a media frenzy 
s u r r o u n d i n g 
the Israeli boys’ 
kidnapping, the 
subsequent deaths 
and funerals and 
the Gaza War, 
Lexi noticed how 
American and 
world media can 
color, influence or 
change the way something really is and how it appears.  
“I saw this through Twitter.  In Israel, we experienced 
what really happened, not just what the media reported.  
We got opinions on both sides.” 

“Being there, especially at the Kotel seems kind of 
surreal.  Once you are there, you understand what “they” 
(parents, teachers) have been trying to tell us –Israel is 
our home.  You feel closer to God, more connected to 
everything in life.  And it definitely made the trip better 
because we stayed through the summer,” she said.  

Lexi was happy she had this Israel experience before 

going on Birthright in college.  “It was relaxing, and 
more beautiful.   I enjoyed every minute.  We were 
able to take Israel in amid the bombs and the silence.  I 
appreciated where we were and how lucky we were to be 
there, even in war,” she said.

Jennie Kingsley
Jennie Kingsley is a 15-year old Park School junior, and 

the daughter of Hal and Julie Kingsley.  She is a member 
of both USY and TBaZY, goes to Hebrew High, swims for 
the	Storm	Swim	Club	at	the	JCC,	is	part	of	the	LGBTQ	
Club and the Fusion Club at Park School. She will be 
is traveling with Park School to Shanghai and Bejing 
this spring, follow 
the trail of European 
Jews who were given 
handwritten illegal 
immigration papers 
from the Japanese 
ambassador during 
WW II, who set up 
Jewish communities 
in China for them.   
She is also learning to 
speak Hebrew fluently 
under the tutelage of 
Chani Labkovski as 
her foreign language 

requirement for school.  
Jennie began her visit to Israel with the Camp Seneca 

Lake program, but left it during the summer to stay 
with family in Tel Aviv for 4 weeks.  I absolutely loved it 
there!” she said.  “I want to live there.”

“For me, the highlight was when we went to the 
Western Wall.  You walk up and people are crying, and 
it makes you feel like part of the community even if 
you have been there for 2 days or 2 years.   You walk 
up to it…see that it is dark where people have touched 
it.  Everyone made their mark from oil on their hands.  
So to me, you get a feeling of Israel from the wall.  You 
don’t really have a sense of it until you walk up to the 
wall,” she said.  

“Later, when I was in Tel Aviv, I went up to the top of 
a building with a friend who was serving in the Reserves 
and she was stationed on top of this building in Tel 
Aviv watching the missiles come in to see if Iron Dome 
destroyed them before they landed.  What amazed me 
was that on Shabbat, people came to the top of that 
building to have Shabbat services with her right there.”

“That’s why I want to live there… the community, 
the history. Every new person I met was so friendly and 
accepted everyone.   You can talk about religion, no one 
will be offended.  It is such an amazing community.   
People accept each other because Israel is the place for 
everybody.”

Lexi in a nature preserve

Jennie at the beach

Wish your Jewish 
friends, clients, 

supporters and family

Happy 
Hanukkah!
in the december issue

Contact: 
Cynthia Oppenheimer, 

Senior Account Executive

For more information
 (716)783-9119 ext. 2240

coppenheimer@jewishjournalwny.com
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Temple Beth Zion is pleased to 
welcome Nancy Spector as their new 
Director of Youth Engagement. Nancy 
is a longtime member of TBZ whose 
decades-long ties to the regional and 
national youth movement of the Reform 
Movement, NELFTY (now NFTY-
NEL) and NFTY, respectively, will come 
full circle as she guides and inspires our 
youth to become leaders of tomorrow.

In anticipation of the coming year, 
Nancy said, “The spirit, learning and 
love I have witnessed among the teachers 
and youth in TBZ’s Religious School 
have been truly inspirational. I will be 
working diligently to help our Junior and 
Senior TBaZY members and Madrichim 
(8th – 12th grade teaching assistants at 
Religious School) build their own relationships and learn through events, experiences, 
our traditions, communications – and laughter.”

Nancy can be reached at the TBZ office (716) 836-6565, ext. 139 or at youth@tbz.
org. We are looking forward to a terrific year for the youth of our community.

Women of all ages and backgrounds are invited to join Cantor Penny 
Myers and Director of Lifelong Learning Susan Goldberg Schwartz and 
Women of the Book as we discover how the Jewish language and texts 
can provide a lens for understanding our lives as Jewish women today.

Women of the Book meets monthly to learn and talk a little Torah, share our stories 
as well as a nosh. We welcome all women of the community.  For the location of our 
first meeting or to order a copy of the book, contact Education Assistant Kara Kane, 
836-6565, Ext. 112.

Temple Beth Zion Announces 
New Director of Youth 
Engagement

Nancy Spector

TBZ Women of the Book
Thursday, November 20, at 7 p.m.

714 Maple Road, WilliaMsville | Maple FoRest plaza | 716.636.0546
Monday thru Saturday 10:30aM-7pM

Catering Menu available for Your HoMe or offiCe
Platters for bris, sHiva and break tHe fast • events Catering for everY oCCasion

free deliverY for orders over $50 froM 11:00-2:00 witHin 5 Mile radius

J e w i s h  s t y l e  D e l i

viSit www.reubenSnydeli.coM

Buffalo’s 

only 
authentic 

new york city 

deli

Having Fun @ TBZ

Studying online, making soup with Gretchen Gross and Celebrating Shabbat

See how much fun we are having

David Rosenhoch helps PALs friends give 
Tzedakah
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 Sunday, November 23, 2014  
 9:15am

Congregation Shir Shalom is offering a free, monthly support group 
for single parents. Parents can attend any session and are not obligated 
to attend more than one. Each session will have a general topic to guide 
conversation (e.g., talking with your ex, dating, finding time for yourself, 
balancing work and family), but participants are welcome to bring 
up their own topics of concern. The group will be facilitated by Darci 
Cramer-Benjamin, Ph.D., a licensed marriage and family therapist who 
has expertise in working with divorced families.  

If you have any questions, please contact Joanne M. Rekoon, Executive Director at 
(716)633-8877.  This support group is open to the community.

Temple Beth Tzedek’s Adult Education Committee is pleased to 
announce that JUDITH BROWNSTEIN will be our presenter for this 
informative and interesting series.  The series began Wednesday, 
October 22, 2014 with “The Moguls and Early Days of the Studio”.   The 
second session’s topic, “The Creative Talents (Directors)”, will be held 
on Wednesday, November 5, 2014 at 7:30 pm.  “The Movies” will be the 
final topic to be presented on Wednesday, November 19, 2014 at 7:30.  
Although this is a series of three discussions you can attend any one of 
the programs by themselves. 

Judith is truly a maven on this theme of Jews and Jewish Themes in American Film.  
She is eager to share her wealth of information and walk us behind the scenes 

and sets of prominent movies portraying American Jews or produced by influential 
American Jews.

A $5.00 fee will include coffee, tea and light refreshments to be served following 
each presentation.  Please call Temple Beth Tzedek’s office (838-3232) to place your 
reservation for an enjoyable evening.

Piyutim: An Exploration of Ancient Jewish Poetry
With Rabbi Adam Scheldt 

You may be asking, what are piyutim? Lecha Dodi and Adon Olam are two examples 
that most contemporary Jews might be familiar with.  Over the four sessions, we 
will examine the foundations of these medieval poems and others, which come from 
Europe, the Middle East and North Africa.  We will explore these poems through text 
study, melody and contemplative practice.  Our goal is not only intellectual but also to 
cultivate meaning through these ancient texts.

 We will focus on 1 – 2 piyutim each session with an introduction to the world of 
piyutim during the first class.  Classes will be held on Nov 6, Nov 13, Dec 4 & Dec 11, 
7:00 – 8:30pm at the TBZ Broder Center, 700 Sweet Home Road.

 All classes are open to the community.  For more information, contact Education 
Assistant Kara Kane, kara@tbz.org or 836-6565

TBT Presents 
Jews And Jewish Themes In 
American Films

Adult Education at TBZ!

Congregation Shir Shalom
Single Parents Support Group

P  716.832.8500     F  716.832.8501
4955 NORTH BAILEY AVE. • SUITE 202

AMHERST, NY 14226-1206

www.paulyoungmd.com

–There is now a breakthrough technology to relieve 
your sinus discomfort called BALLOON SINUPLASTY. 

–Dr. Paul R. Young specializes in this minimally 
invasive in-office procedure that resolves chronic 
sinusitis and facial pain.

–Migranes Headaches? We now offer procedures to 
treat and potentially cure!

–Can’t breathe through your nose? Featuring in-
office procedure for nasal obstruction.

ADULT AND PEDIATRIC CARE
BOARD CERTIFIED

Want Sinus Relief?
■ Sinus Pressure    ■ Post Nasal Drainage

■ Headaches    ■ Nasal Congestion

We have a simple solution!

B “H

Laughter and lament, joy and pain 
succumb to affi rmations of life well journeyed 

 – to loving testaments etched in stone  

PLOTS AVAILABLE
For more information, call 204-2246.



22   www.jfedbflo.com | November 2014

Synagogues

Vintage Jewish Movie Matinee
With the first phase of its basement/

social hall renovation project completed, 
Congregation Beth Abraham will be 
resuming its monthly Vintage Jewish 
Movie program, Sunday November 16 at 
4:00 PM.   Next up is “Lies My Father 
Told Me,” a bittersweet Canadian film 
highlighting the relationship between a 
young boy and his Zayde, set in old Jewish 
Montreal.  As always,  all screenings  are 
held in the shul, 1073 Elmwood Avenue 
(between Panos and Mr. Pizza).  Films 
are projected on a 7 foot screen, with 
a full sound system -- popcorn, drinks, 
cookies, coffee and good company all 
provided.  The 4:00 start time is ideal for 
those who want to continue discussing/
schmoozing over dinner at one of the 
neighborhood restaurants.  

There is no Bills game on the 16th, 
so as fellow” tribe” member Marv Levy 
would say, “Where else would you rather 
be?”  
Community Sing-Around

On Sunday, November 23, at 6:30 
PM, CBA will host the first of what we 
hope to be a monthly community “Sing-
Around.”   Bring your instruments and 
your voices!  Unlike an open mic where 
individuals “perform” in front of an 
audience, participants in a sing-around 
sit in a circle.  Each person gets to suggest 
or lead the group in a song of their 
choice (or pass to the next person).  For 
the CBA sing around, the songs should 
preferably (but not necessarily) have 
some Jewish connection/connotation.   
Examples:  Blowin’ in the Wind – 
obvious, Bobby (Dylan) Zimmerman;   
California Dreaming --  Ellen Naomi 
Cohen (AKA Mama Cass); You’ve Got 
a Friend -- James Taylor, no, but yes, 
songwriter, Carole King;  This Land is 
Your Land – Woody Guthrie, not, but 
his wife (and Arlo’s mom), Marjorie was 
(close enough).   You get the idea.  This is 
a great way for singers and musicians (of 
all levels) to connect in song and spirit.  
There will be extra guitars, keyboards 
and hand percussion instruments on 
hand if needed.   Coffee, tea and light 
refreshments provided.

Be sure to mark your calendars for 
both of these community  events.   Please 
visit www.congregationbethabraham.net 
or contact Marty Kerker,  mkerker@aol.
com for further information.

The Men’s Group of Congregation 
Shir Shalom is proud to host Ezra 
Tzfadya from J Street on Tuesday, 
December 2 at 7:00 PM, as part of 
the Men’s Group’s speaker series. 
Ezra Tzfadya is J Street’s New 
York Field Director. He will be 
speaking on, “Why Two States? J 
Street’s vision for Israel’s secure, 
democratic, and Jewish future.”  
This will be the first time that a 
representative from J Street has 
made a presentation in Buffalo, 
and it should be an interesting 
evening.

J Street describes itself as “the 
political home for pro-Israel, pro-peace 
Americans fighting for the future of 
Israel as the democratic homeland of the 
Jewish people. We believe that Israel’s 
Jewish and democratic character depend 
on a two-state solution, resulting in a 
Palestinian state living alongside Israel in 
peace and security.”

Ezra Tzfadya completed an M.A. in 
Princeton’s Religion, Ethics, and Politics 
program, where his teaching focused on 
the Arab-Israeli conflict . His research 
touched on the 20th century revolutionary 
transformations of Jewish and Islamic-
Shiite politics and philosophy. Before 
graduate school, Ezra worked as a 
Schonfeld Fellow at the American Jewish 
Committee’s Berlin office, where he 
conducted political outreach and events 
as well as prepared policy briefs on 
Middle East and Transatlantic Affairs. 
Ezra has studied as a Guest Scholar at Al 
Mustafa University’s Tehran branch and 
as a Fulbright Fellow in Islamic Studies 

J Street comes to Buffalo @ 
Shir Shalom

at the Free University of Berlin. He is a 
Dartmouth College grad with majors in 
Arabic and German, and has interned at 
the United Nations General Assembly 
Secretariat and the German Parliament’s 
Foreign Relations Committee. He has 
professional fluency in Hebrew, Arabic, 
Persian, and German. Ezra grew up 
spending school years in a North Miami 
Beach yeshiva and his favorite Jewish 
philosopher is Franz Rosenzweig.

This event will take place at 
Congregation Shir Shalom at 4660 
Sheridan Drive in Williamsville, and is 
open to the public. Admission is free 
(although donations to the Shir Shalom 
Men’s Group are appreciated). Ezra 
will be available immediately after his 
presentation to talk with any community 
members who would like to meet him 
and/or become involved in J Street.

The Congregation Shir Shalom Men’s 
Group is a social, educational, and service 
organization. We host speakers of interest 
to our community including local Jewish 
leaders, politicians, and entertainers. 
For more information please email 
mensgroup@shirshalombuffalo.org or 
call the Temple office at 716- 633-8877.

CBA November 
Programs

Jeffrey B. Rockoff, 
M.D., P.C.

Allergy and Clinical 
Immunology

www.rockoffallergy.com

2540 Sheridan Drive
Tonawanda, NY 14150
Phone: (716) 874-8980

Fax: (716) 362-0340

Office Hours by 
Appointment
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Calendar

Through 
November 16  

JRT at JCC-  “Old Jews Telling Jokes.  
Call 688-4033 to buy tickets

November 5    
Dosberg Notable Speaker Series @ 

UB. Israel Analyst Avi Melamed.  7:30 
pm.  UB Center for Tomorrow.  $10 
tickets. Students free with valid ID.  Call 
716-204-2242 for tickets or 716-204-
2244 for information.

November 6  
Nickel City Jews. Frizzy’s Meet-up.  

6:00 pm.  Frizzy’s, 140 Allen Street, 
Buffalo.  Contact Laura Hemlock  
shalom@hillelbuffalo.org.  

November 9  
Hadassah’s Israel Advocacy Letter 

Writing Workshop.10:30 am.  JCC 
Benderson- 2nd floor lounge.  Call 
Elinor Weiss- 716-741-3360.

November 16 
JCC Book Fair begins with Global 

Day of Jewish Learning.  1:00-4:00pm.  
Temple Beth Zion Broder Center.  
FREE to community.  Contact Melissa 
Schreiber at BJE- 716-204-5380 or 
Melissa@bjebuffalo.org 

        
Jewish Discovery Center Classes begin.   

10:00am -12:15 pm.  Jewish Discovery 

Center, 757 Hopkins Road.  There is a 
fee.   Call Rabbi Yehoshua Greenberg at 
716-400-1550 or yehoshua.greenberg@
gmail.com 

November 18
JCC Book Fair speaker Michael Lasser.  

7:30 pm.  JCC Benderson Building  $12 
adults/ $6 students.  Buy tickets at the 
door or go to www.jccbookfair.com 

November 23
What is BDS and what you can do 

about it. Presented by Hadassah. 1:30-
3:30pm.  JCC Benderson Building, 
presented by Buffalo Hadassah.  Contact 
janpresser@hotmail.com 

November 24
JCC Book Fair- Rivka Caroline- 

From Frazzled to Focused.  7:30 pm  
$12 adults/ $6 students. Sponsored by 
Jewish Federation of Buffalo and Jewish 
Women’s Connection.   www.jccbookfair.
com

November 29
Nickel City Jews --World’s Largest 

Disco Meet-Up.  9:00 pm. Buffalo 
Convention Center. 153 Franklin 
Street, Buffalo. $77.50 tickets at www.
worldslargestdisco.com .  Contact rabbi 
Adam Scheldt at rabbischeldt@tbz.org.  

November News from Yad B’Yad
By Matthew L. Schwartz, Director

This November, Yad B’Yad has many exciting activities planned! First, 
we will join with our friends from Hillel of Buffalo to make kosher wings 
while watching the Buffalo Bills on the big screen!  We will then come 
together for an interfaith Thanksgiving Shabbat, hosted by the Jewish 
Student Union at UB, with many other community groups.  Last, Yad 
B’Yad will be participating in the Global Day of Jewish Learning, being 
held on Sunday, November 16.

Yad B’Yad is a program of the Bureau of Jewish Education that provides outreach, 
advocacy and program support to assist people with disabilities in achieving full 
participation in Jewish life in Western New York. To join us in our programming, 
to volunteer, or if you’d like specific details, dates and times on these (and future 
programs), please visit our website at www.yadbyad.org, find us on Facebook at http://
www.facebook.com/yadbyadbuffalo, or contact Matt at (716) 204-5380 or matt@
bjebuffalo.org. We look forward to having you!
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Jewish 
Community 
Agencies in 
Western New 
York

Bureau of Jewish Education 
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-5380 | FAX 716-688-3572
www.bjebuffalo.org  
Jill Komm - Executive Director
Charlotte Gendler- President

Chabad House of Buffalo 
2450 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068 
TEL 716-688-1642 | FAX 716-688-1643
www.chabadbuffalo.com
Rabbi Moshe Gurary- Director

Chai Early Childhood Center
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY 14221
TEL 716 580-4600
www.chainursery.com
Chani Labkovski -Director

Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies 
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068 
TEL 716-204-1133 | FAX 716-204-1129
www.jewishphilanthropies.org
Peter Fleischmann- Director & CEO
Judith Katz- President

Hadassah
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-688-5260
buffalohaddasah@gmail.com
Nancy Greenberg- Co-president
Phyllis Steinberg- Co-president

Hebrew Benevolent Loan Association
2640 North Forest Road in FJP offices
Getzville, NY 14068
TEL 716-204-0542
Sam Golden- Loan Officer
Barbara Sitrin- President

Hillel of Buffalo Campus Foundation for 
Jewish Life 
520 Lee Entrance/UB Commons 
Suite # 210 
W. Amherst, NY  14228
TEL 716-645-8787 | FAX 716-639-7817
www.hillelofbuffalo.org 
Laura Hemlock- Program Director
Carrie J Rittenhouse - President

Institute of Jewish Thought and Heritage
712 Clemens Hall
University at Buffalo
Buffalo, NY 14260 
TEL 716-645-3695  FAX 716-645-3473
Email: jewish-studies@buffalo.edu
http://www.jewishstudies.buffalo.edu/
Dr. Richard A. Cohen, Director

Holocaust Resource Center 
1050 Maryvale Drive 
Cheektowaga,  NY  14225 
TEL 716-634-9535 | FAX 716-634-9625
www.holocaustcenterbuff.com
Sandy Saada- Executive Director
Pieter Weinreib- Co-President
Sharon M. Jacobs - Co-President

Jewish Community Center of Greater 
Buffalo, Inc. 
Benderson Family Building 
2640 North Forest Road 
Getzville, NY  14068 
TEL 716-688-4033 | FAX 716-688-3572 
Richard Zakalik- Executive Director
Gretchen Gross - President
Holland Family Building 
787 Delaware Avenue   
Buffalo, NY  14209
TEL 716-886-3145 | FAX 716-886-1367
www.jccbuffalo.org
 
Jewish Discovery Center
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY 14221
212 Exeter Rd. 
Williamsville, NY 14221 (office)
TEL: 716-639-7600
TEL: 716-632-0467
Rabbi Heschel Greenberg
Rabbi Laizer Labkovski
www.jewishdiscovery.org

Jewish Family Service Of Buffalo And Erie 
County 
70 Barker Street   
Buffalo, NY  14209 
TEL 716-883-1914 | FAX 716-883-7637
www.jfsbuffalo.org 
Marlene Schillinger- Executive Director
Laurence K. Rubin - President

Jewish Federation Apartments 
275 Essjay Road   
Williamsville, NY  14221 
TEL 716-631-8471 | FAX 716-631-8768 
www.jewishfederationapartments.org
Karen Greenspan- President
Kathleen Haggerty- Property Manager

Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo
2640 North Forest Road 
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-2241 | FAX 716-929-0482 
www.jfedbflo.com
Michael D. Wise- Executive Director/ CEO
David H. Desmon- President

Jewish Federation Cemetery 
Corporation, Inc.
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-2246 | FAX 716-929-0482 
www.jfedbflo.com
Deborah Pivarsi- Director
Jerome D. Carrel-  President

Kadimah School of Buffalo
1085 Eggert Road
Amherst, NY  14226
TEL 716-836-6903 | FAX 716-837-7322
www.kadimah.org  
Einav Symons- Head of School
Marc Brown & Jonathan Epstein- 
   Co-Presidents

Ohr Temimim School
411 John James Audubon Parkway 
W. Amherst, NY  14228
TEL 716-568-0226 | FAX 716-636-1899
www.ohrtemimimschool.com
Rabbi Shmuel Shanowitz- Principal
Jonathon Gellman - President

Weinberg Campus
2700 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-639-3311 | FAX 716-639-3309
www.weinbergcampus.org  
David Dunkelman- President & CEO
Jonathan Rodwin- Chairman of the Board 
of Directors

Agencies

5820 Main Street, Suite 311  |  Caldwell Building  |  Williamsville, NY 14221
P- 716.204.1297  |  F- 716.204.2260

jeweler@barbaraoliverandco.com

Barbara L. Oliver 
Graduate Gemologist - GIA

“A Trusted Jeweler is Worth Her Weight in Gold.”
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Yad B’Yad
A program of the Bureau of Jewish Education 
TEL 716-204-5381 | FAX 716-688-3572
Jill Komm- Director
Cindy Komm - President

Western New York 
Synagogues and Temples

Chabad House of Buffalo (unaffiliated)
2450 North. Forest Rd,
Getzville, NY 14068
TEL 716-688-1642
www.chabadbuffalo.com

Congregation Beth Abraham (Conservative)
1073 Elmwood Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14222
www.congregationbethabraham.net

Congregation B’nai Shalom (Conservative)
1641 North Forest Rd.
Williamsville, NY 14221
Helen Weinstein- President
TEL 716-689-8203
office@bnaishalombuffalo.org
www.bnaishalombuffalo.org

Congregation Hesed Abraham
215 Hall Ave
Jamestown, NY  14701
Rabbi Allen Podet
TEL 716-484-1800

Congregation Shir Shalom  
(Reform/ Reconstructionist)
4660 Sheridan Drive
Williamsville, NY  14221
TEL 716-633-8877
Rabbi Alexander Lazarus-Klein
Cantor Sharon Eve Colbert
Todd Sugarman - President
www.shirshalombuffalo.org

Congregation Havurah
6320 Main St., Williamsville, NY 14221
Bernard Schenkler, President
Annette Pinder, Membership Chair
TEL 716-689-2256
www.congregationhavurah.org
info@congregationhavurah.org

Kehillat Ohr Tzion (Modern Orthodox)
879 Hopkins Rd 
Williamsville, NY 14221
Email: jstrosberg@ohrtzion.org 
Rabbi Joshua Strosberg
Marian Arbesman - President
http://ohrtzion.org/kot

Knesset Center (Orthodox)
500 Starin Avenue
Buffalo, NY  14214
TEL 716-832-5063
Rabbi Shmaryahu Charitonow
www.chabad.org

Jewish Federation Apartments Himmel 
Family Chapel (Unaffiliated)
275 Essjay Road
Williamsville, NY  14221
Pinkhos Blitshteyn- President
Rabbi Daniel Shuman

Saranac Synagogue (Orthodox)
Rabbi Nesanel Cadle 
President - Shmuel Rashkin 
Vice President - Reuven Alt
Gabbai David Kunkel
85 Saranac Avenue
Buffalo New York 14216
TEL 716 876 1284
www. SaranacSynagogue.org

Temple Beth Tzedek (Conservative)
621 Getzville Road
Amherst, NY  14226
Rabbi Perry Netter
Cantor Mark Spindler
Cantor Emeritus Gerald DeBruin
Leon Komm - President
TEL 716- 838-3232
www.btzbuffalo.org

Temple Beth Zion (Reform)
Sanctuary: 805 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo, NY  14209  
Religious School and Offices:  
700 Sweet Home Road
Amherst, NY 14226
Rabbi Gary Pokras- Sr. Rabbi
Rabbi Adam Scheldt- Asst. Rabbi
Cantor Penny Myers
Warren Clark - President
TEL 716-836-6565
www.tbz.org 

Temple Beth El (Reform)
720 Ashland Avenue
Niagara Falls, NY  14301
Cantorial Soloist Barry Rose
Robert Duell- President
TEL 716-282-2717
www.niagarafallstemple.com

The Family Shul (Unaffiliated)
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY  14221
Rabbi Heschel Greenberg
Rabbi Laizer Labkovski
716-639-7600  

Young Israel of Greater Buffalo (Orthodox)
105 Maple Road
Williamsville, NY  14221
Rabbi Moshe Taub
Richard G. Berger- President
TEL 716-634-0212
www.yibuffalo.org 

Synagogues

Due to postal regulations, the Jewish Journal of Western New York will 
no longer be forwarded to “temporary change” addresses.   If you plan to 
be away from your permanent address and will have your first class mail 

forwarded to your temporary address and would like to continue to receive 
the Jewish Journal over the winter or the summer, please call Nadine Ryback 

at 716-204-2248 to give us your “temporary” address.   Thank you!  

Attention Snowbirds! Car Transportation Service
Wheel Chair Van Service

Get Your Life Back
Tim Stevenson 
716-948-7829

HelpForSeniorsWNY.com

Do You Want to be 
treated like royalty?
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Introducing

In the Elmwood Village
(corner of Auburn and Elmwood)

716.783.8513
$10 off your first visit

Voted #1 Tanning Salon in Bflo
716-884-2826

$10 off any unlimited monthly package
OR

$5 off one custom spray tan
890 Elmwood Ave · allentansalon.com

Salon la  Moda

Custom Coloring, Cutting & Styling at its Best!

Grand Opening Specials in November

2180 Niagara Falls Boulevard | Tonawanda, NY 14150
716.874.6229 | www.salonlamoda.com

SALONS AND
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FUSE SALON & GALLERY
Setting Trends in Buffalo

Classic Styling · Hair Color
Talented Professionals

FUSE takes pride in supporting 
our local Artists

Enjoy your visit in a Contemporary 
Gallery Atmosphere

716-725-6954
984 Elmwood Avenue (at Bidwell)

www.fusEsAlongAllEry.com

Williamsville | 5422 Main St. | 716-634-4111
East Amherst | 9424 Transit Rd. | 716-639-8019

Buffalo | Avant Building | 200 Delaware Ave. | 716-852-5600
www.capellosalon.com

Voted Best Salon in Western New York by

The expertise 
of our staff 
is reflected 
in our client’s 
beautiful hair 
skin & nails

Massage • Skin Care • Nails
Manicures • Pedicures• Eyelash Extensions

ÉMINENCE
Hand made Organic Skin Care from Hungary

November Specials
Swedish Massage ~ $65

Spa Pedicure ~ $35 

Luxury Spa services for Men and Women

33 Gates Circle • 716-885-2872 • www.TheSpaAtParklane.com

SPAS OF WNY
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Agencies

Excitement was at a high pitch in September when the Bureau of Jewish Education 
began its fall semester of classes. The High School of Jewish Studies and the Adult 
Education Department both began on a Wednesday in September. Teens and adults 

poured into Temple Beth Zion’s Broder Center of Jewish Education – each looking to 
sign in and collect their registration materials for the courses they had committed to for 
the next few months. There was great anticipation and some confusion, but by the time 
classes ended – teachers and students and administrative staff were feeling very good about 
the way the evening had gone. Another successful year of recruitment, assignment and 
arrangements had been accomplished by teachers, students and staff members. 

The Adult Education Department of the BJE is currently offering 7 different courses: 
Introduction to Judaism; Alef-Bet Beginning Hebrew; Intermediate/Advanced Hebrew 
Reading; an afternoon “Under the Microscope” class on Israeli Literature in English; 
a daytime and evening Season of Mussar course and, in collaboration with the JCC: 
L’Chaim -  A Guide to Making A Jewish Home.  

Now it is time to prepare for spring! Continuing and new courses will be offered in 
January, 2015: A new Introduction to Judaism class will begin and both Hebrew reading 
classes will continue. The Season of Mussar classes will also continue. However, a daytime 
“Under the Microscope” course will feature something, and someone, NEW!

We are pleased to announce that Rabbi Drorah Setel has returned to Buffalo and has 
agreed to teach a Thursday afternoon class for the Bureau of Jewish Education’s Adult 
Education Department!

 Courses taught in the “Under the Microscope” series are in-depth examinations of 
a particular topic. This coming spring,  Rabbi Setel will teach a 10 session, Thursday 
afternoon class that will focus on the Abrahamic Religions called: “Judaism’s ‘Daughter’ 
Religions: Christianity and Islam – Origins, Connections and Divergences.”  

Specific registration information with dates and times will be presented later in the 
year – but if you are interested, you can reserve your place in the classroom by contacting 
Ethel Melzer, BJE Director of Adult Education: ethel@bjebuffalo.org or call 204-5380.  

In September, teens from Rochester and Buffalo joined together for a Leadership 
Retreat weekend at the Woods at Bear Creek (formerly Camp Lakeland).   This weekend 
was the first of many programs for Buffalo Jewish teens in grades 8 through 12, regardless 
of affiliation.  If 
you are interested 
in getting involved 
and learning more 
more about our teen 
programming, visit 
our website at www.
bjebuffalo.org or 
contact Melissa at 
204-5380/melissa@
bjebuffalo.org.  The 
Buffalo Jewish Teen 
Scene is fully funded 
by a generous grant 
from the Wolk 
Foundation.

Rabbi Drorah Setel Will Teach 
Spring Course

For The Bureau Of Jewish Education

Bureau Of 
Jewish Education 

Welcomes Melissa Schreiber To The Staff!

The Bureau of Jewish Education is pleased to announce 
the hiring of Melissa Schreiber as Assistant Principal 
of the High School of Jewish Studies and the Bureau’s 

Program Director.  Melissa comes to the BJE with a 
wonderful resume of working with children, teens and adult 

BJE’s Buffalo Jewish Teen Scene 
Is Off To A Great Start! 

volunteers.  
She is an 
alumna of 
the State 
University 
of New 
York at 
Fredon ia , 
where she 
received a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
English Adolescent Education.  Melissa 
is also a Buffalo native and Kadimah 
graduate!

Melissa will be involved in all areas of 
programming at the BJE, with a focus on 
Hebrew High, the Buffalo Jewish Teen 
Scene, and community programs for all 
local religious school students.  Hebrew 
High provides teens a way to find a true 
sense of personal Jewish understanding, 
a community of friends that will last a 
lifetime, and a safe space in the midst 
of their demanding schedule.  The 
Teen Scene program provides pluralistic 
community programming for any Jewish 
teenager in Western New York from 
8th through 12th grade, regardless of 
affiliation. 

Previously, Melissa was a District 
Executive with the Greater Niagara 
Frontier Council; Boy Scouts of America, 
and spent over five years working and 
developing summer camps in Western 
New York.

“We are beyond excited to welcome 
Melissa to our BJE family,” says Jill 
Komm, Executive Director of the Bureau.  
“Melissa’s experience growing up in our 
community and her enthusiasm to be 
part of our evolving agency makes her a 
wonderful addition to the staff.”

Melissa can be reached at the BJE office 
via phone (204-5380) or email (melissa@
bjebuffalo.org). For any questions 
about the BJE and its programs, please 
contact Jill Komm at 204-5380 or jill@
bjebuffalo.org.

Melissa Schreiber

Teen leadership retreat this fall.

6011 Main Street
Williamsville, NY 14221

Monday-Thursday 
11AM-10PM

Friday & Saturday 
11AM-11PM

Sunday 
11AM-9PM

716.633.8432 | 716.633.8517

Open 7 Days
Lunch & Dinner
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The Holocaust Resource Center of Buffalo Presented its New Generation Initiative (NGI) at this fall’s Anne Frank Project 
conference.  The Holocaust Resource Center of Buffalo has been teaching lessons of the Holocaust for over 30 years. The purpose 
of NGI is to continue Holocaust education in our schools and in our communities: to honor the survivors of the Holocaust and 
remember the victims of the Holocaust. NGI will provide teachers with lessons on Holocaust, Genocide, Tolerance, and Human 
Rights. 

Other Holocaust related workshops independently presented by Holocaust survivors, educators and HRC Board members were
•	Stories from the Holocaust: Lessons for the Future, Sophia Veffer and Irene Sipos
•	The Reality of the German Fascists: The Nazis, Clayton Adams 
•	The Holocaust Stories Told and Not Told, William Lin 
•	For more information please visit the Holocaust Resource Center’s new website: www.holocaustcenterbuff.org.

Attendees at Anne Frank Project at Buffalo State

HRC New Generation Initiative presented at Anne 
Frank Project – September 8, 2014

HRC Co-President Sharon Malek Jacobs welcomed 
over 50 attendees.

HRC Executive Board member and NGI Liaison Drew Beiter spoke about 
intolerance, and led participants in a writing activity to express their own 
thoughts on the importance of Holocaust education in today’s world. 
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In recent months it has been very disturbing to be bombarded with so much negativity 
in the media about Israel.  Most of us, at one time or another, have read a disturbing 
letter, editorial or newspaper article that has made us want to respond.  People often 

doubt if they have the time, the skills or the knowledge to respond.  
Elinor Weiss is offering a letter writing workshop to encourage people to write 

those important responses. The interactive workshop will be on November 9 at 
10:30 at the Benderson JCC in the lobby on the second floor. She, along with Eileen 
and Dan Trigoboff, will provide tips to counter the anti-Israel bias that has been in 
the press.  This workshop provides three easy steps for writers to use in response to 
inaccuracies in articles, editorials and letters pertaining to Israel. 

There will be an opportunity for the participants to write letters.  
Materials will be provided by CAMERA, the Committee for Accuracy in Middle 

East Reporting in America. This program is sponsored by Buffalo Hadassah. 
For more information please contact: Elinor Weiss 741-3360. 

Agencies

The Hebrew Benevolent Loan 
Association (HBLA)’s board in mid-
September approved an expansion 

in their interest-free loan products. 
Borrowers who meet loan requirements 
are now able to take out loans for graduate 
school as well as undergraduate school 
expenses. 

Additionally, the board approved an 
increase in education loan amounts. The 
new policy, effective September 14, 2014, 
states,”the maximum loan is $2,500 each 
year of school to a maximum of $15,000 
per student,” over six years. This is an 
increase from the maximum of $10,000 
over four years. The re-payment of the 
education loans is deferrable until the 
individual is no longer a student.

“HBLA is seeking to make loans 

Hebrew Benevolent Loan 
Association (HBLA) Announces 
Increased Education Loan Opportunities

costs incurred in college and graduate 
studies,” said Barbara Sitrin, president of 
the HBLA Board. 

The changes in this loan policy 
were created by the Loan Policy 
Committee: Tom Moscato, chair;  
Harvey Arbesman, Richard Earne, 
Lloyd Gerbush, Marsha Goldberg, 
Dan Lamendola, Eric Sanders,  
Blaine Schwartz, Joseph Scheff, Barbara 
Sitrin, Harold Star, and Irving Sultz. 

Susan Lichtblau, chair of the Loan 
Committee analyzed the last six years of 
loan data revealing important trends. The 
number of loan awards has increased most 
dramatically in the last two years. The 
top three loan categories were: education, 
bills payment and car maintenance and 
repair.  A full 60% of loans were taken 
for costs of daily living: bills, medical/
dental, car and taxes. Jewish camp, Israel 

Susan Lichtblau

Barbara Sitran

Hadassah sponsors Israel 
Response Workshop

more available to members of our Jewish 
community. Changes to our education 
loan policies, we hope, will encourage 
more students to avail themselves of loans 
to help defray some of the enormous 

trips and simchas were represented in 
smaller numbers. 

“We are assisting Jewish community 
members in need of temporary aid,” 
said Lichtblau. “Each one of our board 
members is dedicated to that mission and 
in keeping the process confidential.” 

HBLA announced earlier this year the 
launching of the Personal Small Business 

Loan (PSBL) up to $15,000 to small 
business owners. 

All loans require the applicant to be 
Jewish and live in one of the eight 
Western NY counties. Most loans over 
$1000 require a co-signer. For specific 
details and an application, please consult, 
www.wnyhbla.org, or in complete 
confidence, Sam Golden, 716.204.0542.
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The Monument in Buffalo

Saying Kaddish

Remembering The Six Million

The Holocaust Resource Center’s 
Annual Community Memorial 
Service to remember the six million 

Jewish victims of the Holocaust took 
place at 10:30 am on Sunday, September 
28, at B’rith Sholom Cemetery on Pine 
Ridge Road.  

Two bars of soap from Buchenwald are 
buried there, at a Holocaust Memorial 
site. The soap, “made from the flesh and 
blood of our brethren,” were brought 
to Buffalo in 1948 by Sioma Bialystok, 
brother of Alex Bialys, and uncle of Gilda 
Laufer. 

HRC’s Co-President Sharon Malek 
Jacobs welcomed Rabbi Pokras and 
attendees. Rabbi Gary Pokras of Temple 
Beth Zion led a very poignant service 
to more than 40 community members 
who came to pay their respects and to 
remember the Six Million.. With so 
much unrest in today’s world and anti-
semitism on the rise, we are reminded to 
never forget the atrocities and the lessons 
of the Holocaust. 

Rabbi Pokras said, “We honor all 

Local Holocaust survivors and their guests met at the Jewish Community Center’s 
Benderson Family Building September 17 to enjoy a delicious luncheon provided 
by the Myer’s Family Tel Aviv Café. 

Guest speaker, Melanie Grossman held everyone’s attention with her talk “Identity 
Theft and Senior Scams.” Melanie is an attorney with the Department of State, Division 
of Consumer Protection in Albany, NY. Please visit www.dos.ny.gov for information.

The Holocaust Resource Center of Buffalo and The Jewish Community Center 
of Greater Buffalo work together to offer Holocaust survivors programs several times 
throughout the year. Programs include lectures on special topics of interest, films, 
musical events and more. The program is always preceded by lunch. These social 
events are free of charge to Holocaust survivors. There is a small fee for their guests, 

and reservations are always 
required. 

Café Europa programs 
are made possible through 
a generous grant from 
the Conference on Jewish 
Material Claims Against 
Germany, Inc. www.
claimscon.org. 

For more information 
please contact: Karla 
Wiseman – 716-204-2257 
kwiseman@jccbuffalo.org. 
Sandy Saada – 716-634-
9535 hrc1050@aol.com 

HRC & JCC Presented Café Europa Remembering the Six Million
who have perished by willing ourselves 
to build what they could not.”  The 
HRC traditionally sponsors a memorial 
service for the Six Million each year on 
the Sunday between Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur. It is always open to the 
community.

Presenter Melanie Grossman ( standing).   Seated (facing forward 
from left) Maryanne Goldstein, Beth Lewin, Dr. Sol Messinger.  
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‘H appy Sailing on the Relation-
Ship’ is the title of a new course 
being offered at the Institute for 

Jewish Studies. 
The six-week course will explore the 

Jewish view of the array of relationships 
we engage in, including: spousal, 
sibling, child - parent, teacher - student, 
employee - employer, benefactor - 
recipient, and friendships, as well as the 
Jewish approach to conflict resolution.

The dynamics of human relationships 
are known to be mysterious and complex. 
We have entire disciplines and professions 
dedicated to investigating, understanding 
and treating the tumultuous world of 
relationships.

Relationships are a crucial component 
of human existence, and developing 
positive relationships is essential to 
human advancement. The Torah - being 
the blueprint of creation - has much 
to say and inform about this super-
important area of life.

The course begins Sunday, November 
16 at 10:00 - 11:00 AM, and 
continues for six consecutive Sundays 
through December 21. The course will 
be held at the Jewish Discovery Center, 
757 Hopkins Road in Williamsville. 

The Institute for Jewish Studies is 
now in its 17th year of quality adult 
Jewish education. Nearly 1,000 people 
from all backgrounds and affiliations 
have benefited from almost 100 different 
courses in that time. 

The Institute’s programs operate in a 
non-judgmental environment and are 

K adimah School of Buffalo wants to 
reclaim its heritage: our alumni. As 
part of our efforts at Kadimah School 

to be more proactive in our outreach to 
the community, demonstrate our track 
record, and maintain our history, we are 
trying to update and assemble a complete 
record of our alumni from all our past, 
including when they graduated and where 
they are now.  We certainly have some 
information already, but not all, and we 
want to ensure it is accurate, complete, 
and up-to-date.

Our goal is to re-establish our 
relationships with our past students – 
those who graduated and even those who 
didn’t attend all the way through but 
were part of the school for a number of 
years – and see how they are faring.

Where did they go after Kadimah?  
What colleges or universities did they 
graduate from?  What fields are they 
in?  How did their Kadimah education 
prepare them for the future?  And where 
are they now?

We need your help to do so.  We 

JDC offers ‘Happy Sailing On 
The Relation-Ship’ 

Beginning November 16
conducted with utmost respect in the 
belief that every Jewish adult is capable 
and deserving of learning the rich heritage 
of the Jewish people. Institute courses 
are designed to provide an overview of 
Jewish history, culture, thought, and 
tradition. All are urged to participate in 
this mind enhancing experience.

The lessons are taught by Rabbis 
Heschel and Yehoshua Greenberg. 
Students will receive CDs of each weekly 
lesson.

The fee is $40 for the course. You are 
encouraged to bring a spouse or friend 
along for free or to split the cost. If you 
are not able to afford the total amount, 
you may give any other amount that you 
can afford. No one will be turned away 
due to a lack of funds. We also welcome 
sponsors for each of the courses.

To register and for further information, 
log on to www.JewishDiscovery.org 
or contact Rabbi Yehoshua Greenberg 
at 400-1550, or e-mail:yehoshua.
greenberg@gmail.com

Kadimah School Wants Its 
Alumni

School launches outreach campaign aimed 
at graduates and past students

want to get in touch with our alumni, to 
reconnect with them, and reconnect them 
with us.  We want to hear their stories, 
and document their own successes.  They 
are our legacy.  They are proof of our 
accomplishments.  They can help us to 
improve and stay true to our mission.  
And we hope these strengthened bonds 
will lead them to re-engage with their 
alma mater in whatever way they can or 
wish, to help us as we pursue our long-
term goals and our efforts to ensure our 
future success and vitality.

If you are a Kadimah alumnus/alumna, 
or know of someone who is, please help 
us with this task.  Tell us about your own 
experiences or those of your children. 
Tell us about your classmates, friends 
or neighbors.  Help us to ensure the 
continuity of the future by strengthening 
our ties to the past.

We have set up a special email address, 
alumni@kadimah.org, for anyone 
to contact our Alumni Committee 
and provide us with names, year of 
graduation(or what year they would have 
graduated if they didn’t stay), current 
contact information(email, mailing 
address if you have it, phone numbers, 
etc.), and any other information you 
have about them.  We also hope to set up 
a stronger alumni community through 
social media or other means, so they can 
link up with each other and network.

Kadimah is our family, their family 
and your family, and we want to reunite 
everyone.

Yoga at Kadimah

Studying with Rabbi Strosberg

143 Oakland Place
This craftsman style 2 family affords exciting city living with the 
opportunity for great rental income. First floor has a beautiful 
formal Living room and Dining room, 2 bedrooms and a basement 
family room. The beautiful private patio is connected to the garage. 
In addition to the garage, there is additional parking for 2 cars. The 
second floor unit has 2 floors that offer multiple possibilities. This 
wonderful living space includes 2.5 baths as well as a porch. Both 
units have fully appliance kitchens. The second floor also includes 
a stackable washer and dryer. In ground sprinkling system.

Cell: 716.830.8285 | ellen.daly@huntrealestate.com

ELLEN       DALY
CLIENT FOCUSED

Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker

Cell: 716.830.8285

ellen.daly@huntrealestate.com

ELLEN     
  

DALY
CLIENT FOCUSED

Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker
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N early every culture and religion in 
the world provides instruction for 
the respect and care of elders. The 

Jewish faith considers old age a blessing 
and virtue:  The word “old” is regarded 
as synonymous with “wise” throughout 
the Torah.  In modern Western society, 
however, aging has become considered a 
serious liability.  

“Youth is seen as the highest 
credential in every field from business to 
government, where a younger generation 
insists on ‘learning from their own 
mistakes’ rather than building upon 
the life experience of their elders,” says 
Chabad.org 

“…Society dictates that one’s later 
years be marked by activity and decline.  
The aged are made to feel that they are 
useless, if not a burden, and had best 
confine themselves to retirement villages 
and nursing homes. . . ”

In keeping with the faith tenets on 
which it is founded, Jewish Family Service 
of Buffalo & Erie County is working to 
change this community behavior and 
attitude toward and among the aging – 
and help seniors in Amherst and the East 
Side of Buffalo age well and age in place 
as valuable regional citizens. 

As a partner in the new Moot Cares 
“Community Front Door” project led by 

Town Square For Aging, 
BFNC “Community Front Door” 

Are Helping WNY Seniors Age Well, Age In Place

the Buffalo Federation of Neighborhood 
Centers, JFS is contributing Medicaid 
assessment services to improve the access 
to and delivery of patient-centered, 
culturally competent, team-based care 
coordination.  

The Buffalo Municipal Housing 
Authority (BMHA), Greater Buffalo 
United Accountable Healthcare Network 
(GBUAHN) and City of Buffalo are also 
collaborators in the project, which is 
operating out of East Side senior centers, 
subsidized apartment buildings and 
churches to provide assessment and care 
management for Medicaid beneficiaries 
age 50 and older with a disability who are 
not eligible for a health home.  

“I am especially pleased about this 
partnership because the ‘Community 
Front Door’ focuses on caring for the 
whole person, mind, body and spirit,” 
JFS President and CEO Marlene A. 
Schillinger said.

 “Well aging strategies, particularly for 
communities traditionally challenged by 
income inequity, limited transportation 
resources and high rates of chronic 
disease, must fully integrate medical care, 
behavioral health care and coordinated 
access to social service supports to be 
effective.”

The Town Square for Aging, a JFS 

partnership with the Weinberg Campus, 
also addresses the need to identify 
support that allows seniors to age well in 
their own homes, near their own families 
and in their own communities. 

Opening soon adjacent to the 
Weinberg Campus in Amherst, the 
38,000 square foot facility is providing 
nearly 2500 frail elders and their families 
with a central location for accessing 
primary, specialist and behavioral health 
care; social services, food, retain services 
and socialization. 

The Moot Cares “Community Front 
Door” and Town Square for Aging will 
also help to contain the high costs of 
long-term care.

“Honoring parents traditionally means 
ensuring their well-being.  In the late 
20th and early 21st century this has 
often translated to placing them in a 
retirement or nursing home.  But people 
are now living stronger for longer years, 
and they want to remain independent 
in their own community for as long as 
possible,” Schillinger said.

“It is our vision that by facilitating 
coordinated, accessible medical and 
mental health care, and social service 
support to improve the quality of life 
for one senior at a time, it will lead 
to positive whole-person outcomes, and 
enhance the quality of life among all the 
stakeholders in that community.”  

Jewish Family Service of Buffalo & 
Erie County (JFS Buffalo), located at 70 
Barker Street in Buffalo, NY, is a non-
sectarian, not for profit, community-
based health and social service provider 
that has served its community since 
1862.  JFS Buffalo provides the following 
comprehensive services for individuals, 
seniors, children and adolescents 
regardless of religious orientation, race, 
culture or gender identity:   Mental/
Behavioral Health Outpatient Care, 
Aging Well-Aging in Place Support, 
Gambling Recovery, Mental Health First 
Aid training, Immigrant and Refugee 
Support and Vocational Development.

For more information about JFS 
Buffalo call 716-883-1914 or visit www.
jfsbuffalo.org
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Last day for 
Body Awareness

1
Labor Day Fitness & 

Aquatics OPEN 8am-3pm 
(Business Offices/

ECC Closed)
Outdoor Pool Complex 
Open 9:30am-7:30pm

2
Outdoor Pool Complex 

open - Sept 14th.
The (B) indoor pool 

will be closed 
Sept 2 – Sept 10 

1
Tween Fit Ages: 9-13 
6:30 pm-7:30pm (B)

2 
Teen Pick-up Basketball 

5:30-7:30pm  (B)
 

3
Erev Yom Kippur Center 

Closes @3:30 PM

1
Saturday Night Out 
(SNO) Grades K-6   
6:00 pm-10:00pm 

JCC Members $20 child 
(B)

2
Piano Lessons: beginners 
to more experienced with 

Mila Ibarra (B)

3
Silver linings trendy 
jewelry 10:30am - 

6:00pm (B)

4
Camp Centerland 
Vacation Camp

5
NEW Co-housing: 

Alternative Choices 
for Aging in Place. 
10:30am-12:00pm 

FREE (H)

6
Pilates Private Training: 
Buy 5 sessions, receive 

5% discount $237.50

7
 Sukkot Fitness, 

Aquatics, Kids Place, 
Early childcare OPEN 

Offices Closed

8
 JRT’s Old Jews 

Telling Jokes through 
November 16

9
Flute Lessons: beginners 

to more experienced 
musicians with Marina 

Schwartz (B) (H)

10
National Vanilla 
Cupcake Day

11
Federation Book Club 

9:30am RSVP to Randi at 
204-2245 Saving Italy by 

Robert Edsel $21B

12
 K’tzat Ivrit -“A Little 

Hebrew”1:00pm Free 
Nov 5, 12, 19, 26 (B)

13
World Kindness Day

14
 Celestial: A pop-up 
Fashion Boutique. 

9:00am - 6:00pm (B)

15
JRT’s Old Jews 

Telling Jokes through 
November 16

16
Israeli Art Expo Sun, 

Nov 16-19 
10:00am-10:00pm (B)

17
L’Chaim learns about 
Shabbat 7:00- 9:00pm 

(B)

18
Author Michael Lasser, 
singer Cindy Miller and 

pianist Alan Jones  
Tues, Nov 18 7:30pm (B)

19
Celestial sale; 

Wednesday, November 
19 9:00 am-6:00 pm (B)

20
Rabbi Ruvi New – In 

Concert! 7:30-9:00pm (B)

21
Kids Place is the place to 
be for Early Dismissals 

grades K-6. (B)

22
Comedian Rodney 

Dangerfield’s birthday, 
born 1921

23
Acrylics & watercolor 

Exhibit-by Joan 
Hambleton and Enid 

Edelman (B)

24
Author Rivka Caroline 

7:30pm (B)

25
Cycling 8:30-9:30am (H)

26
Water Aerobics 7:00-

8:00pm H

27
Thanksgiving Day 
Fitness & Aquatics 

OPEN 8:00am-3:00pm 
Business Offices 

CLOSED

28
Shabbat Shalom

29
National Day of Giving

 (B) Benderson Family
  Building in Getzville
 (H) Holland Family Building
  in Buffalo
 * Starting at noon. One  
  per person.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

NOVEMBER at the JCC
RemindeRs, ideas, and impoRtant dates for the montH

23
Piano Lessons: beginners 
to more experienced with 

James Burgess (H)

30
Body Pump 9:00-10:00am 

(H)
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‘W isdom of the Zohar: Ancient 
Wisdom for Modern Times’ 
is the title of a new course 

being offered at the Institute for Jewish 
Studies. 

The Zohar - Written as a mystical 
commentary on the Bible - is a repository 
of Divine mystical wisdom. This is a 
wisdom that seeks to penetrate the 
external facades of physical reality, 
human consciousness and psychology 
to reveal their deep, inner dynamics. 
The Zohar exposes us to the interplay 
between the Divine and creation, angels 
and humans, the holy and the mundane.

The topics addressed in the Zohar 
range from discussions of the afterlife, 
reincarnation, soul psychology and 
angels to the secrets of Hebrew letters 
and fascinating mystical interpretations 
of many episodes and passages of the 
Torah.

Zohar means splendor/light/radiance. 
The wisdom in this book was shared 
with us to illuminate our minds and 
generate a warmth in our hearts that will 
glow and radiate notwithstanding the 
chill of the late fall season.

The course begins Sunday, November 
16 from 11:00 AM - 12:15 PM, and 
continues for six consecutive Sundays 
through December 21. This course 
will also be repeated on Tuesdays 
(beginning November 18) at 7:30 PM. 
The course will be held at the Jewish 
Discovery Center, 757 Hopkins Road in 
Williamsville. 

The lessons are taught by Rabbis 
Heschel and Yehoshua Greenberg. 
Students will receive CDs of each weekly 
lesson.

The fee is $40 for the course. No 
one will be turned away due to a lack 
of funds. We also welcome sponsors for 
each of the courses.

To register and for further information, 
log on to www.JewishDiscovery.org 
or contact Rabbi Yehoshua Greenberg 
at 400-1550, or e-mail:yehoshua.
greenberg@gmail.com

JDC Offers 
‘Wisdom Of 
The Zohar’ 

Beginning 
November 16

Agencies
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An important panel discussion on Boycotts, Divestments and Sanctions (BDS) will 
be held on Sunday, November 23 from 1:30 until 3:30 at the Benderson JCC in 
the Seller Theatre.  The panel is co-sponsored by Buffalo Hadassah and the Buffalo 

Jewish Federation.  The members of the panel are Rabbi Perry Netter, Professor Ernest 
Sternberg, and Michael Wise, Executive Director of the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Buffalo.

 The BDS Movement (Boycott, Divestment and Sanction) was started in 2005 to 
put economic and political pressure on Israel as well as to isolate Israel academically 
and culturally from the rest of the world. Many analysts have written that the real goal 
or the hidden agenda of the BDS Movement is to end Israeli Statehood (Huffington 
Post 3/26/14, Roger Cohen in the NY Times 2/10/14, Gidi Grinstein of the Reut 
Institute). According to Arutz Sheva, this movement has cost the Israeli agricultural 
sector around $30 million. 

The BDS Movement has gained momentum in recent months and is especially active 
on college campuses.  Join our distinguished panel on November 23 to learn more about 
the impact of the movement and what we can do to counter its effects. Coffee and dessert 
will be served after the Q and A.   If you would like more information or to register, 
contact Hadassah Program Chairperson Jan Presser at janpresser@hotmail.com.

Hadassah offers BDS
Movement discussion Nov. 23

Convenience, Great Service
& Low Prices Guaranteed

www.GatesCircleLiquor.com
1430 Delaware Ave., Buffalo

716-884-1346

Time to Stock up for Fall!
Shop Online or In Store

Gates Circle 
Wines & Liquor

J essica Altman is offering a Healthy 
Cooking Series at Congregation 
Shir Shalom 4660 Sheridan Dr, 

Williamsville, NY.  Each class will focus 
on how to prepare a healthy week of 
meals using various foods and techniques. 
Classes will be hands-on and foods 
prepared will be plant-based. $30/class 
or 4 classes for $105, paid in advance. 
Classes meet at 9:15-10:45 am. Sign up 
for 1, 2, 3, or all 4. 

Nov 9-Raw Foods: What are the 
benefits of eating raw? We will prepare 
a massaged kale salad, muesli, smoothie, 
and a raw dessert

Nov 16: Roasting Veggies and Batch 
Cooking Grains: We will discuss how 
to batch cook and then prepare seasonal 
vegetables for roasting, discuss various 
grains, and create a quinoa salad.

Nov 23: Healthy Soups-Squash and 
Red Lentil Chili will be made, as well as 
apple muffins. Dec 7-Healthy Desserts-
How to combat the holidays with healthy 
treats

To register for one or more classes, go 
to http://eepurl.com/4JjE1or visit www.
gardenfreshfoodie.com/healthy-cooking-
classes-buffalo-ny/

Fall Into Healthy Cooking Series 
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By Hillel Religious Programming Intern David Perl

This year, we tried something different at Hillel. Recently, we started the Freshman 
Council, which meets every Tuesday night in our lounge in the UB Commons. 
There, Laura Hemlock, our fearless leader, meets with an increasing number of 

students to plan events for Freshmen by Freshmen. This includes challah French toast 
making in the dorms, bagel brunches, alternative programming for students not eligible 
for our upperclassmen trips (such as the Annual Wine Tour), and other fun events aimed 
at meeting new Freshmen. We have seen a larger turnout of Freshmen at all of our events 
this year than ever before!

With the fall season in full swing, we have some cool events happening. We had 
our annual Rosh Hashanah Apple Picking at Becker Farms, multiple Sukkot events, 
and more! Also, on October 26, we were lucky enough to receive a gift from Hillel 
International of a free concert by the Maccabeats, one of just a few campuses to receive 
it.

We had a successful High Holiday season, with a Buffalo native, Mike Schwartz, 
returning from his current home in Chicago, to lead Hillel’s annual services for Yom 
Kippur and Rosh Hashanah. We had several dozen new students whom we hope return 
for more successful Hillel events.

Birthright Spotlight:
It’s that time of year again. 

Tens of thousands of young 
Jewish college students across 
the United States and the rest 
of the Diaspora community 
are signing up for the amazing 
10 day trip courtesy of Taglit-
Birthright. I know that there’s a 
lot of concern, with the recent 
War between Israel and Hamas, 
in the Gaza Strip. Safety is 
obviously a key concern for any 
Jewish mother, so I’d like to settle any questions. I was in Israel this past summer (on 
Hasbara Fellowships, not Birthright) while the situation started to unfold. To conclude 
my trip, I got a 30 minute “tour” of the bomb shelter at Ben Gurion Airport in Tel Aviv. 
Never have I felt safer than when I was in that shelter, because in Israel, it’s a country 
full of Jewish mothers, so obviously safety precautions are being taken. The way I like 
to think about it is that if you live in the greater metropolitan areas of cities such as 
New York and Chicago, you’re putting your children in more danger by sticking them 
on the train to the city. New York City doesn’t have shelters to run to when gunfire 
erupts.

On a more positive note…ISRAELI CULTURE!! Dan Metchnik, our fantastic Israel 
Fellow, has been hard at work on recruiting for this upcoming winter’s Taglit-Birthright 
Israel trip with Hillel. On September 10, we put on an Israel-themed carnival to 
celebrate the kickoff of registration in our student union. We had falafel, a belly dancer, 
and a coloring table (college, not kindergarten), and we raffled off a SodaStream 
machine, which is possibly one of Israel’s most well-known exports. We assisted around 
three dozen students in signing up for the trip of a lifetime, and if you’re on the fence 
about going, definitely go. I went in January 2013, and it changed my life.

Student Spotlight:
Marley Gutenplan, Class of 2016, Peer Network Engagement Intern

“I grew up in a town where I was one of five families that were Jewish, so naturally I 
had predominantly Catholic friends. Going to Israel was so amazing because for once I 
was not a minority. It was surreal to be surrounded by so many people that shared my 
beliefs and values. It inspired me to be more involved with Judaism, so much so I am 
now an intern at University at Buffalo’s Hillel”

Agencies

Happenings at Hillel

Hillel students getting ready for the holidays

Holocaust Discussion 
November 8 at Daemen College

The Polish Arts Club and Daemen College are sponsoring Dr. Orla-Bukowska’s 
talk on Saturday, November 8th at 6:00p.m, which will be followed by a reception.  
Her presentation will take place at Daemen College, and takes place before the 
anniversary of Kristallnacht.  Dr. Orla-Bukowska is a social anthropologist in 
the Institute of Sociology at the Jagiellonian University in Krakow, Poland.  Her 
specialization is Polish Jewish-Christian relations in the 20th and 21st centuries.  

Dr. Orla-Bukowska will speak on “The Other Side of The Coin:  The Righteous 
Among the Nations of the World.” 

The World Knew-
Downtown Library through November 16

The Buffalo & Erie County Public Library and The Permanent Chair of Polish 
Culture at Canisius College are presenting The World Knew:  Jan Karski’s Mission 
for Humanity, an exhibit honoring the life and effort of Jan Karski.  Karski was 
a member of the Polish Underground resistance in WWII.  He presented this 
eyewitness testimony in 1943 to the deaf ears of Allied leaders.  In 1944 his book, 
The Story of A Secret State, recounting his exploits became a best-seller.  The Exhibit 
tells his story.

The Exhibit continues to November 16, 2014 at the Library’s Central Branch,  1 
Lafayette Square in Downtown Buffalo.

On Sunday, November 9 at 2:00 p.m. the screening of Irena Sendler: In the Name 
of Their Mothers, the story of a group of young Polish women who outfoxed the 
Nazis and saved thousands of Jewish children is scheduled.
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O ctober was a busy month for PJ 
Library Buffalo. We held our first 
Community Sukkah Hop! PJ 

Library families rode trolleys to four 
different synagogue sukkahs at Temple 
Beth Tzedek, Congregation Shir Shalom, 
Temple Beth Zion and Kehillat Ohr 
Tzion. At each stop, we enjoyed snacks, 
stories and crafts, and then finished with 
a wonderful dinner all in the sukkah! This 
event was sponsored by PJ Library, the 
participating synagogue partners and the 
The National Jewish Outreach Project ,as 
part of Sukkot Across America!

PJ Library also partnered with Nickel 
City Jews for a fun apple picking 
adventure at Becker Farms. We enjoyed 
the beautiful fall day and sang songs, 
shared stories, visited farm animals and 
picked apples! The JCC Sukkah hosted 
a PJ Library Story Hour, with great PJ 
Library books and a fun sukkot craft.

With Thanksgiving just around the 
corner, it’s a great time to focus on 
gratitude. PJ Library offers wonderful 
books and resources for nurturing the 
value of gratitude in children. Whether 
it’s appreciating family, friends, nature or 

By Mrs. Nancy Bolles, grade 4 teacher

A t Ohr Temimim, the students are literally 
climbing the walls!  That’s because the school’s 
new addition includes a rock climbing wall.  

The benefits of rock climbing are well-documented.  
Rock climbing encourages muscular strength and 
coordination as well as mental focus.  Mrs. Bolles, 
general studies teacher, explained, “I like using 
the wall with my students because it encourages 
teamwork.  The kids work hard in the classroom to 
earn time at the rock wall; and when we are using the 
wall they are so encouraging of each other.”  Rabbi 
Meyers has taken his teaching to new levels by 
actually holding academic-based lessons on the rock 
wall.  On any given school day, you might find one 
of his students climbing to the correct answer to a 
question.  Pictured are students from Ohr Temimim 
reaping the many benefits of the school’s new rock 
wall. 

Ohr Temimim 
students are 
climbing the 

walls!

News from PJ Library
G-d, PJ Library has many books to share 
with your children. Visit the PJ Library 
website at www.PJLibrary.org for more 
articles and ideas. Here’s a short list of 
some great PJ books about gratitude:

“Thank You for Me”, Rick Recht
“Thank You Trees!”, Gail Karwoski & 

Marilyn Gootman
PJ Library Buffalo is thankful for all the 

wonderful families who participate in PJ 
Library and are part of our community! 
We’d love to hear from you too, visit our 
Facebook page at www.Facebook.com/
PJLibraryBuffalo and share what your 
family is grateful for!

PJ Library welcomes all Jewish families, 
including interfaith families, LGBT 
families, and families with special needs. 
If you have a question about how your 
children can receive PJ Library books for 
free every month, or would like to talk 
with us about how we can accommodate 
your family and children at our programs, 
please contact Juliet Glaser at pjlibrary@
bjebuffalo.org  or 716-204-5380. Please 
visit our Facebook page to keep up to 
date on PJ Happenings: www.facebook.
com/PJLibraryBuffalo.

Go, Michoel Zingorenko! Hillel Greenberg climbing with assistance of fellow classmate Menachem Holzman

Michael Dovid Young climbing with help from his 
brother, Yaacov Young

Shmuel Labkovski hard at work
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Music with Miss Rivky
Rivky Greenberg continues her “Music with Miss Rivky” classes for children and 

their parents at the JCC.  Here are a few photos:  

A wonderful group of moms, babies, toddlers and preschoolers, many who were new to the class, gathered 
for an awesome pre-holiday music experience with Rivky.

Rivky Greenberg loved welcoming so many new 
moms and kids to the Pre-Rosh Hashana music 
class. Pictured here is “Miss Rivky” with Renee 
Serota Sliwa, who enjoyed her first “Music with 
Rivky” experience with baby Meghan.

Isabella Ferber, one of the new participants, enjoyed 
the round homemade Challah at music class. 
Pictured here with her mom, Tina.

Sara Burwick and son Leo loved the song, action, 
movement and delicious sweet honey cupcakes for 
a sweet new year!

Rabbi Levi Greenberg blew the Shofar for all the 
participants, as is traditional to hear in the month 
of Elul.

Miss Rivky showed off her basket full of round 
Challot, while singing a special Rosh Hashana 
song, much to the excitement of all the children!

Stacie Stone and daughter Allison were all smiles at 
the end of another wonderful music class!
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Jews In The News Sponsored by Dave’s Christmas Wonderland      chanukkahcentral.com

Hadassah Luncheon

OLMSTEAD GALA FJP ANNUAL MEETING

FJP ANNUAL MEETING

TEDxBUFFALO

Vanessa Myers, Wendy Garson, Sheri Davis enjoyed 
Buffalo Hadassah’s fall luncheon

JJWNY and Spree designer Catherine Sollenberger, 
Block Club Editor Ben Siegel and JJWNY contributor 

Jodi Goldstein

Arlyne Lepie, Rich Kellman, Ann Kellman

Roberta Rifkin and Stuart Angert during the TEDxBuffalo lunch 
break

 Past President Sylvia Schwartz and  Congregation Shir 
Shalom’s Cantor Sharon Colbert

Dr. Steven Schultz, Marilyn Feuerstein and Sarah 
Schultz

Mary Alice Demler was the special speaker at the 
Hadassah luncheon

JJWNY contributor Alan Friedman

Ilene Fleischmann and Foundation for Jewish 
Philanthropies Director Peter Fleischmann

Foundation President Judith Katz, Susan Katz and Dr. Leonard 
Katz

Wayne Wisbaum, Foundation Honoree Gordon Gross and 
Janet Wisbaum

Ken Weiner, Debbie Gross Weiner, Micki Weiner, Foundation honoree Gordon Gross, Gretchen Gross 
and Kyle Weiner

Shelley Cole Drake and daughter Allison Drake

Attending the Olmsted Parks gala were Debbie 
Schneider, Gary Schneider, Gala Chairs Stacey and  

Aaron Siegel, Herb Siegel, and Sydelle Sonkin

Foundation Honoree Chuck Kreiner, Patty Gelman, Gretchen Gross, 
Warren Gelman
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for more than just Christmas. Sponsored by Jews In The News

LOJ/POMEGRANATE EVENT

LOJ/POMEGRANATE EVENT

LOJ/POMEGRANATE EVENT POET RACHEL BACK

POET RACHEL BACK UB LAW SCHOOL

Enjoying the day were Sandy Morrison, Beverly Levin, Gretchen 
Gross, Sheila Trossman and Mimi Brown

Federation CEO Mike Wise and Rhonda 
Wise

Marilyn Shuman, Maxine Awner, Janet Desmon, Bonnie 
Clement, Rhonda Wise

Robert and Beth Alt David Desmon, Judy Carrel and Jerome Carrel

Leslie S. Kramer,  Roz Weiss, Gretchen Gross, Women’s 
Philanthropy chair Ellen Weiss, Ilene Fleischmann

Ann Virag, Past Federation President Holly Levy and 
Hannah Weinberg

Talking Leaves owner Jonathon Welch, UB’s Dr. Noam 
Pines, Rachel Back and IJHT Director Dr. Richard Cohen

UB Law School honoree Dean Alan 
Carrel

Margery Scheff, Susan McLanahan, Ethiopian Jew Maly 
Gadai Jackson and Dana Lewis

Event hostess Karen Baker Levin, Ellen Reis and 
Women’s Philanthropy Chair Ellen Weiss

Dr. Sol Messinger, David Buch and Helen 
Bergman

Morton Merowitz

Susan Levy, Hannah Weinberg, luncheon hostess Karen 
Baker Levin, and Judith Brownstein

Lana Benatovich, Joanne Biltekoff, Sharon Levite

Sue Nussbaum, Kitty Goldman, and poet Rachel Back HRC Director Sandy Saada, Rachel Back and Dr. Sol 
Messinger
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Not TheLastWord
The Revival Of Jewish Culture In Poland

By Arlyne Lepie

Who would believe that the largest 
festival of Jewish Culture in 

Europe would take place in Krakow, 
Poland!   It is held for ten days at the end 
of June through early July.  The festival 

evokes those unique ancient sources of 
Jewish tradition and culture.  At the same 
time it evolves and transforms itself to 
the present day.  

The festival is centered in and around 

the old Jewish quarter of Kazimierz.  As 
part of this amazing Jewish experience, 
there are dance performances, cooking 
classes, arts and crafts workshops, films, 
lectures, art exhibitions, and tours.  The 
highlight of the festival is the many and 
varied concerts of Jewish music. The 
music evokes the flavor of Klezmer, 
Israeli, Hasidic, Yemeni, Iraqi, and even 
modern American.  The main venue for 
the concerts is the Central Synagogue, 
which is transformed into a vibrant 
electric stage. 

The thriving Krakow JCC organized a 
very special Friday night Shabbat dinner.  
Over 400 Jews and non-Jews from all 
over the globe broke bread as one. As the 

sun set on Shabbat, over 15,000 people 
migrated to Kazimierz’s Main Square for 
a non-stop concert featuring groups that 
had been an integral part of the festival.  

My husband and I, initially skeptical 
about Jewish life in Poland, were so 
impressed by our experience this summer 
at the festival that we would like to share 
it with others. Thus, we have designed a 
group tour to the 25th Krakow Jewish 
Cultural Festival next summer.   We will 
also explore other areas of Jewish Poland, 
as well as the city of Prague.  If anyone 
is interested in joining us, you can e-mail 
me at Lepiegal@hotmail.com or call me 
at 716-830-5490.

All of the photos were taken in Krakow, Poland at the Festival of Jewish Culture.

Author Arlyne Lepie with her grandson in Poland watching the festivities

Serving All Faiths
Located Minutes from I-290
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To advertise call
Cindy at 
972-2240

341 Franklin Street
Dinner served 

Tuesday - Saturday
Reservations: 852-4416
www.ruefranklin.com

Larry Raines
716-580-4822

www.EstateMoveAmherstNY.com
Bonded · Insured 

References

Largest selection of fine 
lampshades and distinctive 

finials in WNY

Specializing in recovering 
lampshades in our workroom

and lamp repairs

ShadeS Unlimited, inc.

3035 GeNeSee Street
CheektoWaGa, NY 14225
716-896-7393
www.shades-unltd.com
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On December 2,  two-time Pulitzer Prize winner, New York Times columnist and 
author of Halt the Sky, Nicholas Kristof, is coming to Buffalo to benefit Girls 
Education Collaborative (GEC).  Kristof is known for his efforts to give voice to the 

voiceless—especially women and girls.   His newest book, A Path Appears, co-authored 
with Sheryl WuDunn, is a personal witness from the front lines of social change.   The 
event begins at 5:30 for general admission, with remarks by Kristoff at 6:00 pm. 

In more GEC news, Janet Wisbaum and Shelley Hirshberg recently hosted a small 
event at the Filling Station at Larkin Square to benefit the Girls Education Collaborative 
(GEC). GEC is a Buffalo-based non-profit that is working in rural areas of developing 
countries to improve opportunities for girls. Their 
largest project is in northern Tanzania in a village 
called Kitenga - where life is difficult for all, but 
especially for women and girls. GEC is helping 
create a residential school that will eventually educate 
1,500 girls in grades K-secondary. The school will 
create opportunities for girls where today, few exist. 
The last piece of infrastructure needing funding in 
order for the school to open is the science building. 
The successful evening raised over $22,000 towards 
the building fund. To learn more about GEC or to 
contribute to building the science center, go to www.
GirlsEdCollaborative.org.

Nicholas Kristoff comes to Girls 
Education Collaborative;  

Community Leaders Support Girls in Africa

Janet Wisbaum and Shelley Hirshberg show 
off plans for the new school
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