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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2016
5:30-8:30 PM @ SALVATORE’S ITALIAN GARDENS

6461 TRANSIT RD, DEPEW

Your ultimate 
shopping 

experience 
with cocktails, 

food & fun!

• Jewelry • Accessories • Salon & Beauty • Unique Gifts • Handbags 
• Food • Cocktails • Photo Booth Fun & More!

Plus, enjoy food, red carpet photos and photo booth fun!

Event Sponsors

Tickets on sale September 26th

Call 972-2244 or visit BuffaloSpree.com
$15 in advance | $20 at the door
Includes: Admission, shopping bag and food stations. Cash bar.

Ticket proceeds 
benefit  

Haven House
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Buffalo joins with other communities in the US, plus Budapest, 
as a member of Partnership 2Gether with the Western Galilee.  
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WHAT’S INSIDE...

Ellen Goldstein, Editor

Fall is blowing through the trees and the month of Elul 
is here.  Elul, the Hebrew month that comes right before the 
Jewish New Year, is a time for self-reflection and taking stock 
of one’s soul in preparation for the High Holy Days.  

This year, our Federation’s Campaign Kick-Off event is 
taking place during this month. I love the excitement and the 
energy of our Kick-Off Events, and  this one—Monday night, 
September 26—will really be a Night to Remember! The 
opening event has undergone many changes this year and 
promises to be a spectacular evening. So, in preparation for 
the forthcoming Kick-Off Event for the Campaign for Jewish 
Buffalo, here are my Top Ten Reasons to Join 600 of Your 
Closest Friends Monday Night, September 26 at the Buffalo 
Hyatt Regency:

10 You will have a very fun evening!
9 It’s a great chance to catch up with friends after 

the long, hot summer.
8 You will enjoy the new cocktails/heavy hors 

d’oeuvres format.
7 You can’t wait to see the talented, elegant and 

Jewish Marlee Matlin in person.
6 You want to see what people are wearing this fall.
5 You want to make your charitable donation to 

Federation before Rosh Hashanah.
4 You are a friend of Gretchen Gross and you are 

proud to honor her.
3 You want to show your support for the Jewish 

future in Buffalo and around the world.
2 You want to stand up and be counted as a proud 

Jew in our re-emerging metropolis of Buffalo
1  ALL OF THE ABOVE!

I look forward to seeing each and every one of you, dear 
readers, Monday, September 26 at 5:30 in the Buffalo Hyatt 
Regency.  Be there or be WHERE? Look for me.  I’ll be the girl 
in the black outfit!

Ellen Goldstein - Editor
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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  C O L U M N

Every organization needs a vision to guide its 
actions.  Each of us at Buffalo Jewish Federation 
asks at the start of every day:  What can I do 
today to advance our vision of “A vibrant and 
caring Jewish community in Greater Buffalo, 
Israel and around the world?”  Two initiatives 
which add vibrancy and caring to our community 
are in the works.  They are Jewish Buffalo’s 
new association with the Partnership2Gether 
(P2G) Central Area Consortium, and the Jewish 
Buffalo Service Corps. You can read more about 
P2G on pages 6 and 7, and see a few photos of 
the Service Corps meeting on page 42.  

I introduced you to the P2G last month when 
I wrote my column sitting in Toledo, Ohio 
where five of us from Buffalo were attending the 
steering committee meetings of the Central Area 
Consortium.  We learned so much that I’d like to 
share with you about the opportunities presented 
by Buffalo’s addition to the Partnership of 14-like 
sized American Jewish Communities with the young 
and vibrant Budapest, Hungary Jewish community 
and the beautiful and exciting Western Galilee 

Region of Israel, or, as I like to call 
it, “Sister-Cities-on-Steroids.”  
The Western Galilee region lies 
along the Mediterranean Coast 
from the ancient port city of Akko 
north to the spectacular grottos 
and caves of Rosh Hanikra on the 
Lebanese border. 

P2G, established by the 
Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI) 
and Jewish Federations of 
North America (JFNA), is the 
most successful and effective 
model for creating enduring and 
meaningful relationships between 
global Jewish communities and 
communities in Israel.  It is now 
the central platform for the 
promotion, empowerment and 
development of deep connections 
among Jewish communities.  The 
mission of our Partnership is 
“to promote mutually beneficial 
endeavors between the people 
of the Central Area Consortium 
and the Western Galilee forging 
relationships through programs 
that build Jewish identity and 
strengthen ties and connections 
among and between our 
communities.”

Our Partnership has four Task 
Groups through which group and 
individual relationship building 
and exchanges are available.  
The Groups include Medical, 
Arts and Community, Education, 
and Resource Development.  We 
had the good fortune to meet 
Dr. Arie Eisenman when we were 

in Toledo.  Dr. Eisenman, who directs 
the Emergency Department at the Galilee 
Medical Center (GMC) in Nahariya, chairs 
the Medical Task Group.  Dr. Eisenman 
gave a lecture on the sacred yet dangerous 
work being done at the GMC treating 
Syrians, combatants and others, wounded 
in the devastating civil war raging just 
above Israel’s northeast border.  There 
are exciting opportunities for exchanges 
with the medical professionals at the 
GMC that many in our Buffalo medical 
community will find rewarding.  In the 
Arts and Community Task Group, there 
are similar opportunities.  For example, if 
dance is your thing, then Kibbutz Ga’aton, 
which features the Kibbutz Contemporary 
Dance Company, is your place.  Valerie 
and I visited Ga’aton in the summer of 
2014 while on a JFNA mission to Israel.  
We were treated to a performance by 
the dance company which was stunningly 
beautiful.

Opportunities for travel to our Budapest 
partners also abound.   The Partnership is 
organizing a mission to Eastern Europe 
from May 8 to May 17, 2017.  With stops 
in Warsaw, Krakow and Bratislava, the 
trip ends with a visit to the vibrant and 
young Jewish community in Budapest.  
Kudos to the Holocaust Resource Center 
of Buffalo for including information on 
this Partnership mission in its recent 
update to its board members.  Keep on 
the lookout for more materials on this 
exciting mission.

Keep in mind that the opportunities for 
exchanges go both ways.  When groups 
from the Western Galilee travel to the 
US, we in Buffalo and our partners in the 
Central Area Consortium, which stretches 
from Youngstown, Ohio to Austin, Texas 
with many stops along the way, will 
have the opportunity to host our Israeli 

counterparts.  Moreover, when you travel 
to Israel on your own or with your family, 
make sure you let Buffalo Federation CEO 
Rob Goldberg or me know so we can 
put you in touch with our friends in the 
Western Galilee.  They will be sure to 
host you in a manner that will make 
you feel right at home.  Since returning 
from our meetings in Toledo last month, 
I’ve chatted with a number of Buffalo 
individuals and families traveling to 
Israel and have encouraged connections 
with our Western Galilee friends.  The 
opportunities for creating vibrant and 
caring relationships with our brothers and 
sisters in Israel, in Budapest and among 
our Consortium partners in the central US 
are endless.

At the same time, right in our own 
back yard, local visionaries are hard at 
work creating the Buffalo Jewish Service 
Corps (BJSC).   The brainchild of Steve 
Schwartz, who volunteers locally and in 
far flung communities whenever human 
disaster strikes (think Snovember locally, 
and Katrina and Sandy among others 
nationally), Steve asked the question, why 
not Jewish Buffalo?  Working with Buffalo 
Federation CEO Rob Goldberg and others, 
the word went out and, two meetings 
later, at least 50 Buffalonians from our 
community have signed on to this project.  
Founded on the belief that there are 
volunteers in the community who are 
willing and able to be organized to provide 
support and comfort to those in need, the 
BJSC will provide humanitarian support 
following acute disasters or during periods 
of prolonged need.

Truly, Jewish Buffalo is vibrant and 
caring.  Our new alliance with the P2G 
Central Area Consortium and the new 
Buffalo Jewish Service Corps make us even 
more so, internationally and locally.

Howard Rosenhoch 
President, Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo

September 2016 | www.jfedbflo.com   3



4   www.jfedbflo.com | September 2016 September 2016 | www.jfedbflo.com   5

C O M M U N I T Y

Marlee Matlin to Keynote  
Campaign Kickoff September 26!

Oscar-winning actress and proud Jew 
Marlee Matlin will be the keynote speaker 
at the Jewish Federation’s Annual Campaign 
Kickoff Dinner Monday, September 26 at the 
Hyatt Regency Buffalo. 

Marlee Matlin received worldwide critical 
acclaim for her film debut in Paramount Pictures’ 
Children of a Lesser God, for which she received 
the Academy Award for Best Actress. At 21, 
she became the youngest recipient of the Best 
Actress Oscar and only one of four actresses to 
receive the honor for her film debut. In addition 
to the Oscar, Marlee received the Golden Globe 
Award for Best Actress in a Drama. 

Though Matlin lost her hearing when she was 
only 18 months old, she never let her challenges 
dictate her future or deter her dreams.Along 
with a successful Hollywood career, Matlin has 
dedicated herself to raising awareness for many 
humanitarian causes, including diversity and 
LGBT rights. She is a staunch advocate for 
children and a champion for those struggling 
against domestic abuse and addiction (battles 
she knows well). Matlin has also helped raise 
awareness for better hearing health for millions 
of deaf and hard of hearing children and adults in 
developing countries, in support of the Starkey 
Hearing Foundation. 

In 2015, Marlee developed “Marlee Signs”, 
the first celebrity-driven app teaching basics of 
American Sign Language on mobile devices. In 
2016, Marlee returned for her third appearance 
at the Super Bowl, signing the National Anthem 
alongside Grammy-winning and Platinum-
selling artist, Lady Gaga. 

Marlee currently stars on the Peabody Award-
winning series, Switched at Birth. Since winning 
the Oscar and Golden Globe for Children of a 
Lesser God, Marlee has starred in numerous 
features including Walker, The Player, Hear 
No Evil, It’s My Party, and What the Bleep Do 
We Know. She has been nominated for four 
Emmy awards for her appearances on Seinfeld, 
Picket Fences, The Practice and Law and Order: 

SVU. Marlee starred for seven years on 
the award winning drama, The West 
Wing, and has made numerous guest 
appearances including ER, Desperate 
Housewives, CSI: New York, Extreme 
Makeover: Home Edition, Nip/Tuck, CSI, 
Glee, and Family Guy. In 2007, Marlee 
joined The L Word for three seasons. 

Marlee broke barriers once again 
when she starred on ABC’s Dancing 
with the Stars, and in 2015, she returned 
to the stage after a 30 year hiatus and 
made her Broadway debut in the revival 
of the Tony Award winning musical, 
Spring Awakening. 

In 2009, Marlee published her New 
York Times Best Selling autobiography, 
I’ll Scream Later and has authored three 
novels for children including Deaf Child 
Crossing and Nobody’s Perfect. Marlee 
makes her home in the Los Angeles area 
with her husband, a law enforcement 
officer, and their four children.

Ellen Rich and Eric Snitzer are 
Dinner Chair and Kim and Stephen 
Yonaty are Vice Chairs. The event is 
open to all those who make a primary 
individual minimum $100 gift to the 
2017 Campaign. For more information 
about the Kick-Off Dinner, contact 
Campaign Director Randi Morkisz at 
rmorkisz@jfedbflo.com.

KENNY CARPETS AND FLOORS

www.kennycarpets.com

REMEMBER ... 
DO THE KENNY!

HOURS: M-F 10-9, SAT 10-5, SUN 12-5

FREE SHOP AT HOME SERVICE
PAY NO INTEREST UNTIL 2017*

1.  WNYs largest volume �ooring chain, our selection is 
overwhelming, our volume saves you lots of money. 

2.  Serving WNY since 1960, no one has our experience 
in installing carpet and �oors.

3.  Our sta� averages 19 years of experience - no one will 
serve you better.

4.  We stock more carpet, wood, laminate, and vinyl than 
any store. Buy today, Install Tomorrow.

5.  Our prices are signi�cantly lower than any Outlet, 
Home Center or Store. Ask about our low price 
guarantee!!

TOP 5 REASONS YOU MUST 
COME TO KENNY CARPETS:

7600 Transit Rd. (Opposite Eastern Hills Mall) 631-0028
3240 Transit Rd. (at Seneca Creek) 656-0426

2995 Sheridan Dr. (at Niagara Falls Blvd. next to Northtown Plaza) 836-8100

This Year at the Kick-Off Dinner!NEW
We are combining our cocktail hour with dinner this year at the Kick-Off 

Dinner September 26, and will be serving heavy hors d’oeuvres, offering food 
and drink stations on the first and second floor.  If you will be attending the 
event BUT WISH TO BE SEATED TO EAT during this cocktail/ hors d’oeuvres 
hour, seating will be available upon request.  After the dinner/cocktail period, 
EVERYONE will be seated for dessert and the evening’s program at tables with 
their Table Captains.  Please call Campaign Director Randi Morkisz if you 
have questions at 204-2245.  

mailto:rmorkisz@jfedbflo.com
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Gretchen Gross to Receive  
Prestigious Benderson Award

 
Gretchen Gross will receive the 

prestigious Nathan Benderson 
Community Service Award at 
the Jewish Federation’s 2017 
Community Kick-Off Dinner 
September 26.  Federation President 
Howard Rosenhoch said that the 
award’s presentation is poetic in its 
timing, in that Mrs. Gross’s husband, 
Gordon Gross, received the same 
award 18 years ago and he noted 
the meaning of “18” or “chai- life” 
in Hebrew.  “Gretchen Gross’s work 
with young children all over our 
community continues the strong 
leadership legacy of the coveted 
Benderson Award. Through her 
professional work in education, her 
work as President and chair of Early 
Childhood at the JCC, Gretchen adds 
another shining link in the chain of 
Buffalo’s leadership in the mold of 
Nathan Benderson.”

The Nathan Benderson 
Community Leadership Award is 
given to “the person or persons 
whose extraordinary service 
and commitment to the Buffalo 
Jewish community exemplifies the 
leadership of Nathan Benderson.” 
Past recipients include Nathan 
Benderson, Ann H. Cohn, Harold 
S. and Fanette Goldman, Gordon 
R. Gross, Irving M. and Marilyn 
C. Shuman, Ruth Kahn Stovroff, 
Haskell Stovroff, James Stovroff, 
Milton and Amy Zeckhauser, Rose 
H. and Leonard H. Frank, Donald 
S. Day, Shirley T. Joseph, Larry 
and Sharon Levite, Janet Desmon, 
Richard Zakalik, Jane Cole Godin, 
Harold M. Halpern, and Dr. Howard 
Benatovich, Dr. Sol Messinger, 
Michael Joseph, Jordan Levy and 
Howard Zemsky, Sylvia Rosen, 

Stanford Lipsey, and Marsha & Larry Dautch.  
“I am honored to accept the Nathan Benderson 

Award,” Mrs. Gross said. “It feels so good to give 
back to the community which has been so good 
to our family. I am equally honored to follow in 
the footsteps of so many community builders and 
role models for me, and thrilled that this award is 
named in honor of Nate Benderson, the man who 
taught us all so much.” 

About his wife, past Benderson Award Winner 
Gordon Gross noted, “Gretchen is really very 
deserving of the Benderson award. I was amazed 
at how much time, energy and passion she has 
devoted to the JCC, not only as president the past 
three years, but also for many years before that.”

JCC Executive Director Rick Zakalik noted that 
Gretchen just completed a three year term as 
president ending on June 18th of this year. “The 
completion of a strategic plan for the JCC, the 
successful engagement of JCamp180, (a program 
funded by the Harold Grinspoon Foundation), 
the creation of the Gretchen S. Gross Omanut 
(Arts & Crafts) Center at Camp Centerland, an 
engaged and strengthened Board of Trustees, 
intensified guidance of and assistance to multiple 
JCC programs and improved agency governance are 
among her accomplishments.”

Gretchen served as founder, owner and director 
of the Audubon at College Park Child Care Center 
for 38 years until her retirement in 2012. She 
began the early childhood program in 1974 with 21 
children and 3 teachers, growing it to 185 children 
and 33 teachers at the time of her retirement. The 
theme she lived by and ran her school by was a 
simple one: Nurture every child and every family 
that comes through the door.  

Camp Centerland Director Betsy Abramson was 
fortunate to work for Gretchen at Audubon Child 
Care Center early in her career. “One of the things 
about Gretchen that is exceptional is that she 
never asked her staff to do anything she wouldn’t 
do herself,” she said. “With any type of program 
activity, if there was anything more that could 
benefit a child, she would do it. At Audubon, she 
could make those changes necessary to meet the 
needs of everybody who walked through the doors.”  

“She is a tremendous influence on who I am 
and what I do,” Ms. Abramson added. “She values 
children—their growth, development and who they 
are.” That work has shown itself over and over, 
particularly at the JCC in the Jewish Community.

The September 26th Campaign Kick-Off Dinner 
is chaired by Ellen Rich & Eric Snitzer and Kim 
& Stephen Yonaty. To purchase tickets or request 
information, call Randi Morkisz at 716-204-2245 
or email rmorkisz@jfedbflo.com.

Gretchen Gross

mailto:rmorkisz@jfedbflo.com
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Naples Roofing & Sheet Metal

COMMERCIAL

 INDUSTRIAL

Free, no 
obligation roof 

inspection

(716) 715-0756

PARTNERSHIP2GETHER is a program of the Jew-
ish Agency and the Jewish Federations of North 
America, promoting people-to-people relationships 
through cultural, social, medical, educational and 
economic programs. This Partnership is between the 
14 U.S. communities of the Central Area Consortium 
and Israel’s Western Galilee. 

Howard Rosenhoch, Randi Morkisz and Valerie 
Rosenhoch learning from other members of the 
Partnership.

Buffalo’s NEW Israel Connection

PARTNERSHIP2GETHER is made 
up of an inclusive and active net-
work of people focused on the mutual 
exchange of ideas and programs with 
the goal of developing relationships 
to strengthen our global Jewish Iden-
tity. These programs are dedicated to 
connecting people and making a dif-
ference for Jews in Israel and Amer-
ica. Through four task forces (Arts 
& Community, Education, Missions 
& Resource Development, Medical) 
community members can be agents 
of change and create stronger bonds 
between the people in our communi-
ties. You can see all the communities, 
including Budapest, Hungary in the 
illustration to the right.  

In this photo of a lecture for the group 
in Toledo, you can see the number of 
community members from the Western 
Consortium committed to the P2G project.

 Randi Morkisz, Howard Rosenhoch and Leslie Shuman Kramer participate in a round 
table discussion with other community representatives.

Bob Goldberg of Ft. Worth and Rob Goldberg of Buffalo 
compare notes in Toledo.
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* All of HUNT Real Estate ERA Gross Closed Commission and #1 total Units Buffalo / Niagara Region 2013.* All of HUNT Real Estate ERA Gross Closed Commission and #1 total Units Buffalo / Niagara Region 2013.

716.553.8384
bsclement@aol.com

BONNIE CLEMENT

Beth Joseph, Bari Spokane, Bonnie Clement, Sheryl Martin

Broker for HUNT Real 
Estate ERA,* which includes 
1,100 sales associates and 
38 offices nationwide from 
Buffalo to Albany and the 
State of Arizona

#1
HUNT Real Estate ERA 
congratulates Bonnie 
on her remarkable, 

2013, 2014, 
2015!!!

CAN ACCOMMODATE 
PARTIES UP TO 75 

PEOPLE

MTK PRIME AT THE WYNDHAM GARDEN BUFFALO
5195 MAIN STREET, WILLIAMSVILLE

716.428.3957

UPSCALE, 
CONTEMPORARY 

AMERICAN 
STEAKHOUSE 

OFFERING 
CLASSIC AMERICAN 
USDA PRIME AGED 

STEAKS, FRESH 
SEAFOOD, CLASSIC 
COCKTAILS AND A 

VIBRANT HAPPY HOUR

COMING SOON
This past July, Campaign 

Chair Leslie Shuman Kram-
er, Federation President 
Howard Rosenhoch and 
his wife, Valerie, Campaign 
Director Randi Morkisz and 
Federation CEO Rob Gold-
berg participated in a con-
sortium planning meeting 
in Toledo, Ohio.  They met 
with members of the other 
American Federations, 
Israelis from the Western 
Galilee and Jewish Agency 
for Israel (JAFI) staff mem-
bers during the weekend.  
You can read details about 
this Partnership 2Geth-
er experience in Howard 
Rosenhoch’s President’s 
Message on page 3.  

For more information 
on P2G and how you can 
become engaged with the 
partnership, contact Rob 
Goldberg at 716-204-2240 
or rgoldberg@jfedbflo.com.  

Buffalo Sports fans Rob Goldberg, Randi Morkisz, Leslie 
Kramer,  Valerie & Howard Rosenhoch attend a Toledo Mud 
Hens baseball game with mascot Muddy.

Leslie Kramer in a discussion with P2G staff member Jan 
Goldstein from Omaha about details of the Partnership.  

mailto:rgoldberg@jfedbflo.com
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Holiday Food: Getting 
Ready for the New Year! 

By Robin Kurss

The New Year is almost upon us and it is about now that I start to think 
about what I’ll be serving for the holidays. While I am always on the lookout for 
new recipes, at the holidays, my family is all about the traditions passed from 
my grandmothers and my mom.  Here are a couple of the family “standards”. 
Wishing you all a happy, healthy New Year!

Brisket
1 6 lb. brisket
1 jar tomato sauce
1 can whole cranberry sauce
1 large onion, sliced
5 carrots, peeled and cut in half
1 green pepper, cut into 8 pieces
1 red pepper, cut into 8 pieces
1 lb. button mushrooms, whole or cut in half Garlic salt and pepper to taste

Place brisket, fat side up in large roasting pan.  Season with garlic salt and 
pepper.  Place veggies on top and around brisket.  Mix sauces together and pour 
over all.  Cover tightly with foil and bake at 350 for 3 hours.  Chill overnight, slice 
and reheat for 1/2 hour at 350 before serving.

E S S E N  ‘ N  F R E S S E N
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FIRST MONTH FREE

Fitness! Defense! Confidence!
Kenpo Karate • Jui-Jitsu • Judo

• ALL AGES FROM 6 YEARS •

Contact Matthew Hook
3rd Degree Black Belt in Kenpo
1st Degree in Judo and Jui-Jitsu

5319 TRANSIT ROAD, DEPEW | 716-430-4247

finest mouth-watering n.y. bagels since 1976 • homemade shmears • deli sandwiches • soups • salads

MARSHALL’S PLAZA
2130 Delaware Ave, Buffalo

716.874.1800

DASH’S PLAZA
100 A Plaza Dr, Williamsville

716.639.1000

OPENING FALL 2016
4498 Main St, Snyder, NY 14226

www.bageljays.com  

finest dark roasted coffees • fresh-baked bagels • signature tuna fish • and more!

Pickup & Dropoff  
service available

Let Us Do the Work!

Shivah Platters
Kiddush Platters

N.Y. Wedding Brunches

Remember how bagels 
used to taste?

That’s what you’ll taste today 
at Bagel Jay’s, consistently 

delicious deli favorites 
in every bite.

National Mission Co-Chair Leslie 
Kramer and Buffalo Chair Ellen 
Weiss invite you to join them on a 
national JFNA Women’s Mission to 
Israel February 5-9, 2017. This unique 
journey for women only will feed your 
soul and engage your mind.   Participate 
in hands-on programs that are changing 
the face of Israeli society and helping 
those most at risk.  

Call Randi Morkisz at 204-2245 or 
rmorkisz@jfedbflo.com to find out 
more or to register. 

Buffalo joins 
with National 
Women on  
Israel Mission

Coming this Fall: 
Series on Current Events
The Upcoming Elections:  

Jewish Issues & Voters
with Ralph Nurnberger

Sunday, October 9
7:00 pm. $10

Congregation Shir Shalom.  

CompassionateMedicine,  
Compassionate Judaism:

How Jewish Values Can 
Inspire Life-Affirming 

Patient Relationships with  
Amy Lederman

Thursday, November 10
7:00 PM  $10

Congregation Shir Shalom

For more info,  
contact Randi Morkisz at rmorkisz@

jfedbflo.com or 204-2245  

mailto:rmorkisz@jfedbflo.com
mailto:rmorkisz@jfedbflo.com
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Ruth K. Stovroff to be Honored by Olmsted Center
Ruth Kahn Stovroff will receive 

the Olmsted Center for Sight’s (OCS) 
Visionary Award  at its 5th gala 
“Dining in the Dark” fundraising 
dinner at the Hyatt Hotel Thursday, 
September 22 for her tremendous 
impact on the blind and visually 
impaired community. Herb Siegel 
was the first recipient of this award 
last year. Mrs. Stovroff’s son and 
daughter-in-law, Kenneth and Linda 
Kahn, will accept the award on her 
behalf.   

Award criteria include having a 
reputation for excellence within the 
visually impaired community and 
demonstrated outstanding leadership; 
making an exemplary contribution 
to improve the lives of those who are 
blind and visually impaired;  Being of 
outstanding service to the community 
through activities or endeavors 
consistent with the mission of the OCS; 
having a significant positive impact on 
OCS’ success in fulfilling its mission, 
and going above and beyond the scope of 

their core duties and playing a leadership 
role in their organization and the blind 
community. 

Mrs. Stovroff has a record of 
community leadership and charitable 
enterprise for over 70 years.  She served 
as a Director with the Olmsted Center’s 
Board of Directors for well over a decade 

and was instrumental in introducing 
longtime supporters such as Dr. Paul 
Bulger and Dr. Elizabeth Olmsted to the 
agency. 

Ruth and her late husband Haskell 
gave generously to the agency’s capital 
campaign in 1997, allowing the Atrium 
to be constructed and maintained in 
perpetuity. As the Atrium is equipped 
with a water wall, sun roof and seasonal 
plants, evoking all of the other senses, 
it was designed to be a peaceful respite 
for a client to study between classes or 
lessons. 

In addition, Ruth was involved 
with establishing relationships in 
the community which lead to the 
development of a 24-unit apartment 
building available for tenants with visual 
impairments and/or physical disabilities 
and fixed incomes in the Buffalo Metro 
area. This apartment building, which 
features talking elevators and an area 
to walk with guide dogs, has been 
specifically designed to offer truly 
exceptional quality of life for each 

resident and has been named the Haskell 
Stovroff Apartments.  Ruth and Haskell 
both recognized that becoming blind is 
a stressful experience, understanding 
that an individual who is newly blind 
must relearn orientation and mobility 
(white cane travel), street crossing, safe 
cooking, braille reading and other blind-
related skills.

Finally, Ruth was also responsible 
for bringing countless small groups of 
individuals to the original “Lunch & 
Learns” series, which she held at OCS 
approximately six times per year for 
many years. These “Lunch & Learns” 
resulted in many new life-long friends 
and contributors to our agency, which 
included Dr. Elizabeth Olmsted.

The event includes dinner and “Art in 
the Dark,” a silent auction where some 
of the art is shrouded so guests may 
“feel” art as a person who is blind would. 
We also have art donated by blind and 
visually impaired artists. 

 To purchase tickets, call 716-888-
4627 or go to www.olmstedcenter.org.  

Ruth Kahn Stovroff

http://www.olmstedcenter.org
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by Rabbi Jonathan Freirich

“Do not do to others what you would 
not have done to you; all the rest is com-
mentary; go and study.”

Hillel offered these words as a summary 
of the vast wisdom and instructions of Juda-
ism. We like to have an easy take-away from 
our broad and intricate traditions.

With the Jewish New Year approaching, 
I also look for concise messages to help us 
enter the next year that may give us a fresh 
and new approach to our lives. As a new per-
son recently welcomed to Buffalo and to our 
fantastic Jewish community, I am reminded 
of a story told by one of my teachers, Rabbi 
Mitchell Chefitz, that offers a version of the 
most important innovation of Abraham.

Our typical idea of that drastic shift, the 
big Jewish idea, is that Abraham was the 
first monotheist. Thomas Cahill, in the book 
The Gifts of the Jews, suggested a different 
approach: our ancestors’ big gift to civili-
zation was an optimistic view of life and 
history – that things can and will get better 
over time if we work on them.

Rabbi Chefitz offered another view about 
our early stories and what our ancestors 
brought to the ancient world through this 
creative midrash, or interpretative tale:

In Genesis, when Adam and Eve were in 
the Garden, they were the first self-con-
scious creatures separated from God. They 
were lonely. Perhaps they ate from the Tree 
of Knowledge of Good and Evil hoping that 
they would, as the serpent said, “become 
like gods” (Genesis 3:5), and then return to 
the embrace of the divine, return to God. 
This didn’t work out for them. As the famil-
iar story concluded, they were thrown out of 
the Garden of Eden to fend for themselves.

Adam and Eve’s children were also trou-
bled by their distance from God and pro-
ceeded to connect with the divine in a 
different way. Cain took some of his crops 
and made them a gift to God, and Abel fol-
lowed suit, bringing the choicest parts of 
his flocks. For some reason, God preferred 
Abel’s gift, and Cain murdered his brother 
in a jealous rage. Offering gifts to God didn’t 
create a deep connection either.

After that, we tried something entirely 
different. We attempted to build a great 
tower, the Tower of Babel, “its top in the 
heavens” and make a “name for ourselves” 
(Genesis 11:4). Building back to God didn’t 
succeed. God intervened, confusing our lan-
guages to prevent us from ever attempting 

The Gift of the Jews

to approach heaven in this manner again.
Then we have Abraham. Abraham 

encountered the world with his tent open 
on all sides and welcomed in strangers when 
they visited, and some of these strang-
ers happened to be messengers from God. 
Abraham’s innovation was hospitality. In a 
world governed by family, clan, and tribal 
affiliations, Abraham acted in a way that 
allowed us to greet one another in peace, 
and welcome each other as fellow travelers, 
and thus brought God into the world.

We have the power to connect to God, to 
bring God into our presence, by welcoming 
each other. All of you have done this so well 
for my family and me – we feel warmly con-
nected to many of you after only a summer 
here in Buffalo. In this way, we can all con-
tinue to make the Buffalo Jewish commu-
nity a sacred community, a place of warmth, 
welcome, and holiness – a place where we 
all find God together.

Thank you for a wonderful beginning to 
my time here. I look very much forward to 
being part of the welcome that we offer to 
one another and to all others who approach 
our tents.

L’shanah tovah u’metukah – a good and 
sweet and welcoming New Year to everyone!

Rabbi Jonathan Freirich joins Temple Beth Zion 
after serving in Charlotte, NC at Temple Beth El.

341 Franklin Street
Dinner served 

Tuesday - Saturday
Reservations: 852-4416
www.ruefranklin.com
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Nickel City Jews:  
Looking Back. Looking Forward.

Greetings to WNY’s Jewish 
Community and Friends,

It’s been a very exciting year for 
Nickel City Jews (NCJ)! As summer 
winds down and we prepare for 
the Jewish New Year we have the 
opportunity to reflect on just how 
far we’ve come since our foundimg 
just two years ago. We are thankful 
for the burgeoning enthusiasm that 
our constituents and community 
have expressed for Nickel City Jews, 
evidenced by the wild success of NCJ 
events, increased proactive outreach 
to leaders, and a whole lot of buzz 
from every corner of Jewish Buffalo. 

Together, our Street Team and 
Professionals have been hard at 
work making sure that Nickel City 
Jews fulfills its mission to serve the 
social, spiritual, and professional 
needs of Buffalo’s young Jewish 
community, while creating the 
necessary infrastructure to allow 
for successful leadership transitions 
for generations to come. So far, we 
have wonderfully executed a slew 
of successful engagement efforts 
through large-scale programming, 
mini-events, and one-on-one 
meetings with those constituents 
seeking out the connectivity of 
Jewish life. 

This year’s programming has 
included such mainstays as the 
Annual Purim Party and The Big 
Bake, as well as new events such as 
this July’s Nefesh Mountain: Jewish 
Bluegrass Concert + Brunch at the 
Tifft Nature Preserve, which saw over 
80 participants on one of the most 
beautiful days of the summer! While 
not an organization with a sole focus 
in event planning, our get-togethers 
allow us the opportunity to deepen 
connections with members of our 
community, new and old. We’re in 
consistent pursuit of a diversified 
set of programming options, to 
be sure that Nickel City Jews truly 
offers something for everybody. 

Nickel City Jews looks forward 
to the remainder of 2016, which 
is full of promising initiatives 
including our “Making It In Buffalo” 
series, highlighting young Jewish 

entrepreneurs succeeding around Buffalo; a 
series of monthly community-driven MINI 
Events catering to a diverse set of interests; 
another round of “Be Our Guest:” Shabbat 
dinners held simultaneously in living rooms 
and dining rooms around the region; a 
record-breaking Hanukkah party; and this 
year’s Buffalo Jewish Federation Campaign 
Kickoff Dinner. 

The Nickel City Jews concept has come an 
incredibly long way since its inception. Given 
our enthusiastic and competent group of 
volunteer leaders, the world-class capability 
of our Professional Staff, and the generous 
support from the Jewish Federation and 
broader WNY Jewish Community, the young 
Jewish Buffalo community has been gifted 
with an opportunity never before seen in our 
region’s history. We are inspired to continue 
our profound mission to build qualitative 
interconnectivity across Jewish Buffalo, and 
in our service to all. Thank you!

David Lefkowitz and Sheri Rodman,
NCJ Co-chairs

If you have any questions please 
contact Miriam Abramovich, Engagement 
Director at the Buffalo Jewish Federation, 
mabramovich@jfedbflo.com. 

NCJ Co-chairs David Lefkowitz and Sheri Rodman

mailto:mabramovich@jfedbflo.com
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GET READY to Grow
GET SET to Learn
GO to PALS!

700 Sweet Home Rd., Amherst, NY 14226
Melissa Milch-Klein, PALS Director

716-836-6565 x139
pals@tbz.org

Flexible  
Schedules, 

Extended Care

Call For  
More Details

700 Sweet Home Rd., Amherst, NY 14226

Fall Enrollment

Some Spaces

Still Available

Celebrating Summer with NCJ
It’s been a very exciting year for Nickel City Jews (NCJ)! As summer winds 

down and we prepare for the Jewish New Year we have the opportunity to 
reflect on just how far we’ve come since our foundation just two years ago. 
success of NCJ events, increased proactive outreach to leaders, and a whole lot 
of buzz from every corner of Jewish Buffalo. 

Enjoying time with Dani Zasloff at Tifft Farm Nature Preserve

(From left) Dillon Joseph, Allie Joseph, (standing) Nikki 
Joseph, Samantha Sugarman and Jordan Joseph

Hallie Miller, Dr. Gabby Balderman  
and Anna Sharpe

Eric Lindberg and Doni Zasloff of Nefesh Mountain brought out 
friends from Nickel City Jews

NCJ Co-Chair Dave Lefkowitz  
and Ken Levin

Nina Lukin chatting with Jessica Grubea

Danielle Shatkin and Ian Elmendorf

Becky Pikoff and Rachel Beerman

Because glaucoma is an eye 
disease that leads to permanent 
vision loss without first presenting 

symptoms that might warn of its 
potential danger, it is very important 
to undergo regular comprehensive eye 
tests. Bearing in mind that more than 
2.2 million Americans have glaucoma 
and only half of them know 
it, people ages 40 to 60 
should be examined by 
an eye doctor every three 
to five years. Anyone over 
the age of 60 should have 
his or her eyes examined 
every one to two years. 
These examinations will 
screen for the disease with 
“tonometry,” which measures 
eye pressure. In addition 
to measuring intraocular 
pressure, the exam will 
also likely include an 
“ophthalmoscopy,” which 

involves examination of the optic 
nerve. Glaucoma typically affects your 
peripheral vision first. Depending on 
the severity of the disease, treatment 
for glaucoma can involve the use of 
medications, conventional surgery, 
laser surgery or a combination of these 
treatments. To schedule and exam, 

please call the Legarreta 
Eye Center at 716-633-
2203. We have offices in 
Williamsville, Cheektowaga 
and Lockport and have 
served the community for 
over 35 years.

P.S. The most common 
treatment for glaucoma in-
volves the use of eye drops 

known as “prostaglandin 
analogs,” which lower eye 
pressure.

www.LegarretaEyeCenter.com

DIAGNOSING GLAUCOMA
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By Sheldon Chad

It’s a balmy July evening, perfect for sitting on the grass at Shakespeare in Delaware Park.  Just 
before the end of Act III, of The Winter’s Tale, an old shepherd jaunts on stage lamenting his dull 
luck.  But chancing upon the right place, his life’s fortune instantly changes, enriched beyond 
his wildest measure. “Tis a lucky day, boy, and we’ll do good deeds on’t.” 

That Saul Elkin guy! (or)  
The Serendipity of Saul Elkin

Elkin foresaw that the “tiny little program” at UB 
could be grown into a robust department, and theatres 
would begin to emerge. 

“What I had here was the best of all possible 
worlds: playing roles I would never play in New York; 
eventually, leading a company, and an association 
with other theatre artists and students. Early on it all 
seemed like the right thing to do,” said Elkin. 

“Luck and serendipity are all part of the journey.  But 
the journey you carve yourself — and specifically Saul’s 
journey — has been carved through his deep love of 
theatre,” said Vincent O’Neill, the artistic director 
of the Irish Classical Theatre Company, who, back in 
1989, was summoned from Dublin to direct Elkin and 
O’Neill’s brother, Chris, in Waiting for Godot.  Vincent 
O’Neill never left and later became one of Elkin’s 
successors as Chair of the Theatre Department at UB.  

“For me, Elkin is the doyen of Buffalo Theatre. The 
theatre scene here is infused with his spirit,” said 
O’Neill.  “He is genuine, sincere and very warm.  And 
he has just a huge heart — the heart is as big as a 
mountain. Therein lies the secret of Saul Elkin.”

O’Neill called Elkin “a true theatre practitioner who 
can touch, direct, act in practically anything because 

the love is the love of humanity. 
But his net spreads even wider in 
training and his involvement with 
young people.” 

“Saul has made a big difference 
in my life because he has been there 
at crucial times: my first job, the 
position at the university, and as a 
wonderful mentor when I was kind of 
learning my trade in academia,” said 
O’Neill. “In 1990 when we started the 
Irish Classical Theatre company, we 
didn’t have a venue, so Saul gave us 
the Pfeiffer Theatre (at UB) free of 
charge. I returned the compliment 
several years later when Saul started 
the Jewish Repertory Theatre and 
was looking for a venue.  By then, 
we had our own downtown site, the 
Andrews Theatre. So in a strange way, 
we bookended that serendipity.”

It was a product of another happy 
coincidence that the Jewish Repertory 
Theatre came into being in the first 
place. As businessman David Bunis 
tells it, he was taking courses at UB 
and sat down to lunch next to Elkin. 
“I didn’t know Saul, but knew who 
he was and we started talking.  (Elkin 
remembers Bunis asking, “You’re 
Jewish, aren’t you?” He answered 
“Yes.”) The conversation inevitably 
led to me asking, ‘Saul, have you 
ever given thought to doing Jewish 
Theatre here in Buffalo?’ ”

The more they talked, the more 
realistic it became, and they decided 
to pursue a play on ‘a Jewish issue.’ 
With Elkin taking up the artistic 
side, and Bunis on the money side, 
they produced one play based on 
Chaim Potok’s The Chosen, which led 
to a second season, then a third, 
and now 30+ plays later, they are 
about to begin a 14th season with a 
trilogy of plays by Amy Herzog at the 
Maxine and Robert Seller Theatre, the 
JRT’s permanent home in the JCC’s 
Benderson Building. 

The JRT is “among the four or 
five best paying theatres in the 
community,” said Bunis with pride. 
“But we’ve been volunteers since we 
began.”  “Without Saul Elkin and his 
talents for creating good theatre, we 

wouldn’t have the JRT,” said Bunis.  
“For me, the opportunity to mine 

my Jewish heritage felt good.  It still 
feels good,” said Elkin. “I am tied to 
the Shakespeare plays because I love 
the literature and I love the plays, 
but I am tied to the Jewish Repertory 
Theatre because in almost every play 
we do, there is a moment that touches 
me in ways that I am unprepared,” 
explains Elkin “It goes back not just 
to my roots, but also to the broad 
picture around those roots.” 

Elkin’s Russian-born father and 
Romanian-born mother met on the 
Lower East Side of New York City 
when they were both very young 
and struggling to find a life in this 
country. The language spoken in their 
home was Yiddish. 

In the early 1940’s, The Yiddish Art 
Theatre was looking for a Yiddish-
speaking boy to play a role in a play 
based on a Shalom Aleichem story.  At 
the age of eight, Elkin auditioned and 
got the part and a Hebrew Actors’ 
Union card. But it was at age nine 
that Elkin’s Jewish roots began 
intertwining around The Bard.  

“My first Shakespeare experience 
was The Merchant of Venice in 
Yiddish. It was called Shylock and 
his Daughter. Maurice Schwartz, the 
famous impresario of the Yiddish Art 
Theatre, sort of altered the text a 
little bit and so it was really about 
the relationship between Shylock and 
his daughter, and Shylock and the 
Christian community,” Elkin said. 

As a freshman at Columbia 
University, the first play Elkin 
auditioned for was, of course, a 
Shakespeare play. “And very quickly it 
became a passion for me.” He ended 
up in the graduate program of noted 
Shakespearean scholar Mark Van 
Doren.  

The callow Elkin told his parents, 
who paid for an Ivy League education 
out of a “willingness to do without, 
so I would do with,” of his plans to 
“try and find a life in the theatre. 
“My father said ‘what will you do? 
WHAT WILL YOU DO?’ And I said 
‘I don’t know. I’ll be an actor. I’ll 

Saul Elkin

A last minute replacement, the unbilled 
actor playing the comic role to the hilt 
was unhampered by the use of index cards 
to assist his lines. Call it a facile one-off 
performance by none other than 84-year-
old Saul Elkin, Shakespeare in Delaware 
Park’s founder and artistic director. 

With the 41st season just ending, Elkin’s 
pride now is the 14th edition of the Jewish 
Repertory Theatre (JRT) which begins next 
month. Since arriving in Buffalo almost 
half-a-century ago, Elkin has kept up a 
thriving thespian career - a rarity anywhere 
- in Buffalo.  The city is now an artistic 
cauldron in the theatre arts, and many cite 
Elkin as the most influential figure in that 
evolution. 

Backstage after that July show, through 
the open windows of the dressing room 
trailer, I could hear the actors in disbelief 
exclaiming, “That Saul Elkin guy.”

“It’s really an everyman quality he has. 
He’s been doing it for longer than I have 
been alive,” said Matt Witten, who played 
the lead part of Leontes in the play.  “Even 
with very little notice, he was able to walk 
on and deliver a really down and solid 
performance to the surprise of no one. It 
was old hat to him.” 

But it wasn’t acting per se that brought 
Elkin to Buffalo in 1969 at the age of 37. 
With a newly-minted Ph. D. in Theatre 
from Carnegie Mellon University, he came 
here on a one-year contract to teach at 
The State University of NY at Buffalo (UB). 
After the first year, Elkin’s contract was 
renewed and in just the second year, he was 
offered tenure. 

”Up to that point, I was an actor, in 
and out of work, and I had a wife and two 
small children. “I seized the opportunity 
for something that seemed more certain,” 
said Elkin. 

“More than anything else, it was clear to 
me that I could have a life in the theatre, 
here.” said Elkin, even though there was 
only one professional theatre - The Lord 
Theatre - in Buffalo at the time.  
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do something.’ He said ‘Will you make a 
living?  And I said, I don’t know that either. 
I’ll do the best I can.’ ”

The day after Elkin came back from the 
Korean War, he went for a stroll and ran 
into a friend who was a floor manager for 
a TV soap opera.  Within a week, he had 
an acting part in it. His role on the Edge of 
Night lasted a year and a half.  

But, it is the story of an audition 
with the legendary Broadway showman 
Joseph Papp, who ran the Central Park 
Shakespeare Festival, that should be part 
of actor’s lore. During the audition, after 
acting out a scene with little reaction from 
the producer, Elkin was already leaving 
when Papp barked ‘Wait a minute. Wait 
a minute. Sit down.’ Which Elkin took 
as a good sign.  The two seemed to get 
on well, in that they had something in 
common as children of Jewish immigrant 
parents. “Papp took a long look at me and 
said this for a production of Richard III in 
Central Park: ‘I think I can offer you a non-
speaking role,’ Elkin laughed. “And I said --I 
don’t know where I got the chutzpah to say 
this—‘Can I get back to you?’ And he said 
‘yeah, yeah, couple of days no more than 

that.’”  I never got back to him.”
Ten years later, Elkin was at Carnegie 

Mellon working on a Ph.D. and in walked 
Papp as a guest lecturer. “And he goes 
around the table and asks people to 
introduce themselves. After I introduced 
myself he said ‘I know you. I know you,’” 
said Elkin. “And I said ‘I don’t think so.’  He 
says ‘you were going to get back to me.’  
“And thus, he mentored me through my Ph. 
D. dissertation (Shakespeare production in 
the 20th Century), and we became close 
friends.”

Occasionally, in Elkin’s early years in 

Buffalo, Papp would give him the money 
to produce a play that the New York 
producer was interested in producing in 
New York.  One such production was Apple 
Pie, based on the life of the only Jewish 
Miss America, Bess Myerson. Papp came 
up to see the show directed by Elkin that 
later made it to Broadway. Over a couple of 
beers, Papp inquired as to who was doing 
Shakespeare in Buffalo? “‘I said nobody 
as far as I know.’ He said, ‘Well, start 
something.’ I said, ‘just like that.  How do I 
start’?’  He said, ‘Call the Mayor.’” 

Elkin called the Buffalo Mayor’s office 
to make an appointment. “This is really 
a Buffalo story,” he said. “So, hesitantly, I 
told Buffalo Mayor Stanley Makowski that 
I had in mind a Shakespeare Festival in 
one of the Buffalo parks. He said, ‘When 
can you come in to see me?’” And so 
Shakespeare in Delaware Park became the 
second Shakespeare Company in America, 
and to this day remains the second or third 
in attendance each year. 

Having retired four years ago from the 
University, Elkin said, he has reduced the 
scope of what he is doing to cherished 
roots. “Now I am focused on Shakespeare 

in the Park and the Jewish Repertory 
Theatre.” 

Everybody who speaks of Elkin says they 
are astounded how he doesn’t act or look 
his age at 84. “I think I am fortunate in that 
I have this great life and it continues. The 
Shakespeare season closed, I am looking 
at the plays for the upcoming Jewish Rep 
season, and I’m looking at the Shakespeare 
plays for next year.” 

Elkin said the secret to aging well and 
having a very full life is to stay engaged.  
“For me, it is to do the work—do good 
work—and be happy about others doing 
good work, as well.”

“I don’t know where all of that has come 
from, the easy manner,” Elkin pondered. “I 
think I always was the wrong personality 
for success in the theatre. You have to be 
a bit more of a shark I think. I think so.” 
Lucky for Elkin and Buffalo, then, that he 
chanced upon the right place.

Sheldon Chad is an award winning 
Canadian screenwriter, journalist and 
photographer based in Brussels, Belgium 
and Toronto. On a visit to Delaware Park, 
he struck up a conversation with Saul 
Elkin and was hooked.  
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Sponsored by Law Office of Lindy Korn, PLLC - www.lkorn-law.com

5 THINGS YOU CAN DO 
in September to repair the world

dy Korn, PLLC - www.lkorn-law.com

The Town Center Food Pantry at the Weinberg Campus 
continues to take food and personal hygiene items.  A project of Temple Beth 
Zion and Catholic Charities, you can drop off canned goods to Temple Beth 
Zion for the new Town Square Food Pantry or go to www.tbz.org and look for 
“social action” under Community.  Or call Rabbi Adam Scheldt at 836-6565.  
 
Join the Lipsitz Family September 11th as they walk to fight 
Esophageal Cancer.  They are partnering with Roswell Park Cancer Institute to 
raise funds to fight this deadly disease.  Go to http://give.roswellpark.org/site/
PageNavigator/lipsitz_strong_walk.html to join or donate.  

Do Not Separate Yourself From The Community. Attend the Jewish 
Federation’s 2017 Community Kick-Off Event Monday, September 
26 beginning at 5:30 pm at the Hyatt Regency Buffalo. $75/person before 
September 9. $90 after September 9.  Call 204-2241 or register at  www.
jfedbflo.com.

Before the High Holidays, it is traditional to visit graves of 
loved ones. After your visit, why not make a donation to Jewish Federation 
Cemetery Corporation.  716-204-2241 or www.jfedbflo.com  

Share your knowledge! Become a volunteer for Buffalo Jewish 
Coalition for Literacy.  School starts in September and so does the 15th 
year of this mitzvah project.  If you are an adult and can spare an hour per 
week to help elementary school children better their reading skills, call Carin 
Greenfield at 716-835-7823 or Ellen Goldstein at 716-204-2243.  

Where is this found in WNY?  
The first 5 people to correctly 
identify the location and the 

person will win a $10 lunch to the 
JCC’s Tel Aviv Café’.  

WHERE IN  JBFLO ?

Lindy Says: 
If you have been treated less favorably than colleagues  

because of your gender, it may be illegal.

E-mail your answers to 
egoldstein@jfedbflo.com

Last month’s photo of the Gretchen Gross Omanut sign at Camp Centerland was correctly 
identified by Lily Bink, Fran Paskowitz, Sandra Weinstein, and Susan McLanahan

Hook’s SHOE 
STORES

Western NY’s Premiere Destination 
for               Shoes and Sandals!

 2076 Eggert Road                 
Amherst, NY 14226

(716) 832-6417    

3911 Seneca Street            
West Seneca, NY 14224

(716) 674-5530

www.hooksshoestore.com

• Uniquely Engineered Insoles

• Blended Natural 
Latex and Cork

• Feels Like Walking 
in sand

T I K K U N  O L A M

http://www.tbz.org
http://give.roswellpark.org/site/PageNavigator/lipsitz_strong_walk.html
http://give.roswellpark.org/site/PageNavigator/lipsitz_strong_walk.html
http://www.jfedbflo.com
http://www.jfedbflo.com
http://www.jfedbflo.com
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A GREAT CITY FULL OF

great theatre!
VISIT US DURING THE
2016-2017 SEASON!

Theatre bucks
AVAILABLE ONLINE IN $25
DENOMINATIONS! REDEEMABLE
AT ALL MEMBER THEATRES!

WWW.THEATREALLIANCEOFBUFFALO.COM

BRAZEN-FACED VARLETS
BUFFALO LABORATORY THEATRE
BUFFALO UNITED ARTISTS
CSZ BUFFALO
IRISH CLASSICAL THEATRE COMPANY
JEWISH REPERTORY THEATRE
KALEIDOSCOPE THEATRE
THE KAVINOKY THEATRE
LANCASTER OPERA HOUSE
MUSICALFARE THEATRE
NEW PHOENIX THEATRE

O’CONNELL & COMPANY PRODUCTIONS
PAUL ROBESON THEATRE
RED THREAD THEATRE
ROAD LESS TRAVELED PRODUCTIONS
SECOND GENERATION THEATRE
SHAKESPEARE IN DELAWARE PARK
SHEA’S PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
SUBVERSIVE THEATRE COLLECTIVE
THEATRE OF YOUTH
TORN SPACE THEATER
UJIMA COMPANY

a le e ceglia’s
danceproject
DCDP

                  CENTRALLY LOCATED • AMPLE PARKING

Tap • Jazz • Ballet • Lyrical • Hip Hop • Kinderclass

Accepting Registration  
for 25th Season

Open House & Registration
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Tuesday & Thursday, August 30th,  
September 1st, 6th & 8th

ALL CLASSES BEGIN SEPTEMBER 12
3370 Sheridan Dr.

(Corner of Sweet Home Rd. Adjacent to Temple Beth Zion-Broder)

716-877-7121    dcdp716.com

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

Celebrate Cultural Arts in WNY!
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• Beginner through advanced private lessons
• Audition preparation
• Pointe shoe fittings
• Ballet choreography

A, N Y
.. | @.

C U L T U R A L  A R T S



September 2016 | www.jfedbflo.com   19

PRESCHOOL THRU ADULTS
 FAIRYTALE DANCE (for 3 year olds)
 PRE BALLET I & II (for 4 & 5 year olds)
 BALLET (for 6 year olds and up)
 CONTEMPORARY * LYRICAL * TAP 
 JAZZ * HIP HOP *ACRO *BROADWAY DANCE
 ADULT BALLET (All levels)

Experience the Joy and Love of Dance at
THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF BALLET AND DANCE

Est. 1965

MARIS BATTAGLIA, DIRECTOR
CAROL KLOCKE MURPHY, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR

O�cial School of the American Academy “Nutcracker”

FALL REGISTRATION
CURRENTLY IN PROGRESS
Monday through Saturday 10am to 2 pm

Tuesday, Wednesday & �ursday 6:30-8:00
Classes begin Saturday, September 10

491 West Klein Road (between North Forest & Hopkins)
FOR A BROCHURE & INFORMATION CALL 688-4774

OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.AAB-BUFFALO.COM

ENTERTAINERENTERTAINERENTERTAINERENTERTAINERENTERTAINERENTERTAINER

Rodney Dangerfield
Caddyshack Tribute

Reasonably Priced

GREAT look and sound

Customized Packages

www.Rodneydimpersonator.com

Rodneydimpersonator@yahoo.com

Marc Melzer

716-860-1523

Birthdays • Anniversaries • Parties

95 Johnson Park
BUFFALO
716-853-1334

New Phoenix Theatre on the Park 
presents Terrance McNally’s

Lips Together,
Teeth Apart

directed by
Greg Natale

starring
Kelli Natale,

Richard Lambert,
Candice Kogut

and Jamie O’Neal

www.PinotsPalette.com/Amherst
(716) 218-8446

Paint. Drink. Have Fun.

Ready to experience 
everyone’s favorite night out?

Private Parties• Girls Night Out
Corporate Events • Date Night

use code JJWNY for $5.00 discount 
on all public classes

C U L T U R A L  A R T S
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The Buffalo Film Seminars Tuesdays 7 p.m.
 Aug 30  Ernst Lubitsch | Trouble in Paradise (1932)
 Sept 6  Sam Wood | A Night at the Opera (1935)
 Sept 13  Jean Cocteau | Beauty and the Beast (1945)
 Sept 20  Jacques Tourneur | Out of the Past (1947)
 Sept 27  Yasujiro Ozu | Late Spring (1949)
 Oct 4  Joseph L. Mankiewicz | All About Eve (1950)
 Oct 11  Federico Fellini | La Dolce Vita (1960)
 Oct 18  Orson Welles | Chimes at Midnight (1965)
 Oct 25  Sarah Elder and Leonard Kamerling 
  Drums of Winter (1977)
 Nov 1  Hal Ashby | Being There (1979)
 Nov 8  Brian De Palma | The Untouchables (1987)
 Nov 15  Norman Jewison | Moonstruck (1987)
 Nov 22  Andrei Tarkovsky | The Sacrifice (1986)
 Nov 29  Alfonso Arau | Like Water for Chocolate (1992)
 Dec 6  Florian Henckel von Donnersmarck 
  The Tourist (2010)

LIVE Opera Series
La Traviata | Sunday, September 18th , 11 a.m.
Samson & Delilah | Thursday, October 13th, 8 p.m.
Macbeth  | Thursday, October 20th, 8 p.m.
Tales of Hoffman  | Tuesday, November 15th, 8 p.m.
Tosca | Sunday, January 15th, 11 a.m.
Cosi Fan Tutte | Thursday, February 16th, 8 p.m.
Rigoletto | Thursday, April 6th, 8 p.m.
La Cenerentola | Tuesday, June 20th, 8 p.m.

LIVE Ballet Series
Swan Lake | Thursday, December 8th, 8 p.m.
Iolanta/The Nutcracker | Sunday, December 18th, 11 a.m.
A Midsummer Night’s Dream | Thursday, March 23rd, 8 a.m.
The Sleeping Beauty | Sunday, April 23rd, 11 a.m.
Jewels | Sunday, May 14th, 11 a.m.
*Schedules subject to change, please check website for updates

Enjoy Our New Luxury
Recliner Seating!

The Buffalo Film Seminars Tuesdays 7 p.m.

Amherst Theatre, 3500 Main Street at the University Plaza

dipsontheatres.com
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OPEN LABOR DAY!
FALL HOURS:  

Wednesday-Sunday, Noon-4:00pm
KIDDIELAND:  

September Weekend Hours Only, 
Noon-4:00pm

HALLOWEEN SPOOKTACULAR:  
Friday, October 14, 5:30-8:00pm 

Non-scarry party for young families 
Games • Treats • Rides • Entertainment

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR CARROUSEL CHATS
WWW. CARROUSELMUSEUM.ORG

BOOK YOUR PARTIES WITH US!
Call (716) 693-1885 or email info@carrouselmuseum.org for more information

180 Thompson Street, North Tonawanda, New York 14120
P: (716) 693-1885 | F: (716) 743-9018

C U L T U R A L  A R T S
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Bureau of Jewish Education 
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-5380 | FAX 716-688-3572
www.bjebuffalo.org  
Jill Komm - Executive Director
Michael Berger - President

Chabad House of Buffalo 
2450 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068 
TEL 716-688-1642 | FAX 716-688-1643
www.chabadbuffalo.com
Rabbi Moshe Gurary - Director

Chai Early Childhood Center
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY 14221
TEL 716 580-4600
www.chainursery.com
Chani Labkovski -Director

Department of Jewish Thought  
and Heritage
712 Clemens Hall - University at Buffalo
Buffalo, NY 14260 
TEL 716-645-3695  FAX 716-645-3473
Email: jewish-studies@buffalo.edu
http://www.jewishstudies.buffalo.edu/
Dr. Sergey Dolgopolski, Chair

Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies 
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068 
TEL 716-204-1133 | FAX 716-204-1129
www.jewishphilanthropies.org
Peter Fleischmann- Director & CEO
Ray Fink- President

Hadassah
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY 14068
TEL 716-688-5260
buffalohadassah@gmail.com
Marlene Katzel - Co-President
Maxine Seller - Co-President

Hebrew Benevolent Loan Association
2640 North Forest Road in FJP offices
Getzville, NY 14068
TEL 716-204-0542
Sam Golden- Loan Officer
Linda S. Boxer- President

Hillel of Buffalo Campus Foundation 
for Jewish Life 
520 Lee Entrance/UB Commons 
Suite # 210 
W. Amherst, NY  14228
TEL 716-645-8787 | FAX 716-639-7817
www.hillelofbuffalo.org 

Holocaust Resource Center 
336 Harris Hill Road, Suite 302
Williamsville, NY 14221
TEL: 716-634-9535
www.holocaustcenterbuff.com
Pieter Weinrieb- President
Mara Koven Gelman- Executive Director 

Jewish Community Center of Greater 
Buffalo, Inc. 
Benderson Family Building 
2640 North Forest Road 
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-688-4033 | FAX 716-688-3572

Richard Zakalik- Executive Director
Susan Freed-Oestreicher - President

Holland Family Building 
787 Delaware Avenue   
Buffalo, NY  14209
TEL 716-886-3145 | FAX 716-886-1367
www.jccbuffalo.org
 
Jewish Discovery Center
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY 14221
212 Exeter Rd. 
Williamsville, NY 14221 (office)
TEL: 716-639-7600
TEL: 716-632-0467
Rabbi Heschel Greenberg
Rabbi Laizer Labkovski
www.jewishdiscovery.org

Jewish Family Service Of Buffalo And 
Erie County 
70 Barker Street   
Buffalo, NY  14209 
TEL 716-883-1914 | FAX 716-883-7637
www.jfsbuffalo.org 
Marlene Schillinger - Executive Director
Blaine Schwartz- Chair

Jewish Federation Apartments 
275 Essjay Road   
Williamsville, NY  14221 
TEL 716-631-8471 | FAX 716-631-8768 
www.jewishfederationapartments.org
Karen Greenspan - President
Kathleen Haggerty - Property Manager
 
Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo
2640 North Forest Road 
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-2241 | FAX 716-929-0482 
www.jfedbflo.com
Rob Goldberg - CEO & Executive Director
Howard Rosenhoch- President

Jewish Federation Cemetery 
Corporation, Inc.
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-2246 | FAX 716-929-0482 
www.jfedbflo.com
Deborah Pivarsi - Director
Jerome D. Carrel -  President

Kadimah Academy
1085 Eggert Road
Amherst, NY  14226
TEL 716-836-6903 | FAX 716-837-7322
www.kadimah.org  
Einav Symons - Head of School
Jonathan Epstein - President

Ohr Temimim School
411 John James Audubon Parkway 
W. Amherst, NY  14228
TEL 716-568-0226 | FAX 716-636-1899
www.ohrtemimimschool.com
Rabbi Shmuel Shanowitz - Principal
Jonathan Gellman - President

Weinberg Campus
2700 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-639-3311 | FAX 716-639-3309
www.weinbergcampus.org  
Robert Mayer- President & CEO
Kenneth Rogers- Chairman of the Board 
of Directors

Jewish Community Agencies 
in Western New York

A G E N C I E S

Small Law Firm
1904 Liberty Building
Buffalo, NY 14202
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Celebrating Lives and
Preserving Memories Since 1901

3 Mausoleums  •  6  Historic Veteran Sections
Serving all Faiths  •  Historic Chapel

100 Landscaped Acres  •  Traditional Graves

New Montefi ore II section now open

Elmlawn Memorial Park
3939 Delaware, Ave. Kenmore, NY 14217

716-876-8131  www.elmlawncemetery.com

Yad B’Yad
A program of the Bureau of Jewish
Education
TEL 716-204-5380 / FAX 716-688-3572
www.yadbyad.org
Laurie Criden- Chair

Western New York  
Synagogues and Temples
Chabad House of Buffalo (unaffiliated)
2450 North. Forest Rd,
Getzville, NY 14068
TEL 716-688-1642
www.chabadbuffalo.com

Congregation Beth Abraham 
(Conservative)
1073 Elmwood Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14222
www.congregationbethabraham.net

Congregation B’nai Shalom 
(Conservative)
1641 North Forest Rd.
Williamsville, NY 14221
TEL 716-689-8203
office@bnaishalombuffalo.org
www.bnaishalombuffalo.org

Congregation Hesed Abraham
215 Hall Ave
Jamestown, NY  14701
Rabbi Allen Podet
TEL 716-484-1800

Congregation Shir Shalom  
(Reform/ Reconstructionist)
4660 Sheridan Drive
Williamsville, NY  14221
TEL 716-633-8877
Rabbi Alexander Lazarus-Klein
Cantor Arlene Frank
Joanne Marquisee - Executive Director
Todd Sugarman - President
www.shirshalombuffalo.org

Congregation Havurah
6320 Main St., Williamsville, NY 14221
Bernard Schenkler, President
Annette Pinder, Membership Chair
TEL 716-689-2256
www.congregationhavurah.org
info@congregationhavurah.org

Kehillat Ohr Tzion (Modern Orthodox)
879 Hopkins Rd 
Williamsville, NY 14221
Email: jstrosberg@ohrtzion.org 
Rabbi Joshua Strosberg
Dr. Ted Steinberg- President
http://ohrtzion.org/kot

Knesset Center (Orthodox)
500 Starin Avenue
Buffalo, NY  14214
TEL 716-832-5063
Rabbi Shmaryahu Charitonow
www.chabad.org

Jewish Federation Apartments  
Himmel Family Chapel (Unaffiliated)
275 Essjay Road
Williamsville, NY  14221
Pinkhos Blitshteyn- President
Rabbi Daniel Shuman

Saranac Synagogue (Orthodox)
Rabbi Nesanel Cadle 
President - Shmuel Rashkin 
Vice President - Reuven Alt
Gabbai David Kunkel
85 Saranac Avenue
Buffalo New York 14216
TEL 716 876 1284
www.SaranacSynagogue.org

Temple Beth Tzedek (Conservative)
621 Getzville Road
Amherst, NY  14226
Rabbi Perry Netter
Cantor Mark Spindler
Harvey Brenner - Executive Director
Lisa Wallenfels - President
TEL 716- 838-3232
www.btzbuffalo.org

Temple Beth Zion (Reform)
Sanctuary: 805 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo, NY  14209  
Religious School and Offices:  
700 Sweet Home Road
Amherst, NY 14226
Rabbi Jonathan Freirich
Rabbi Adam Scheldt
Cantor Penny Myers
Amy Schaeffer - Temple Administrator
miriam treger honig - President
TEL 716-836-6565
www.tbz.org 

Temple Beth El (Reform)
720 Ashland Avenue
Niagara Falls, NY  14301
Cantorial Soloist Barry Rose
Robert Duell- President
TEL 716-282-2717
www.niagarafallstemple.com

Temple Emanu-El (Reform)
124 Bank Street
Batavia, NY 14020
TEL 585-343-7027
Stan Schumann -  President

The Family Shul (Unaffiliated)
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY  14221
Rabbi Heschel Greenberg
Rabbi Laizer Labkovski
716-639-7600  

Young Israel of Greater Buffalo 
(Orthodox)
105 Maple Road
Williamsville, NY  14221
Rabbi Eliezar Marcus
Richard G. Berger- President
TEL 716-634-0212
www.yibuffalo.org 

Due to postal regulations, the Jewish Journal of Western New York will 
no longer be forwarded to “temporary change” addresses.   If you plan to 
be away from your permanent address and will have your first class mail 

forwarded to your temporary address and would like to continue to receive 
the Jewish Journal over the winter or the summer, please call Nadine Ryback 

at 716-204-2248 to give us your “temporary” address.   Thank you!  

Attention Snowbirds!
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Beth Tzedek Social Action Committee
By Peter Simon

It was back in 1956 when several 
members of Temple Beth Am’s Sisterhood 
learned to transcribe printed material 
into Braille to help a blind child in the 
congregation succeed in school.

Then, unplanned and unexpected, the 
effort developed deep and lasting roots.  
Fueled by a sense of injustice facing the 
visually impaired, the Braille Group of 
Buffalo grew over the last 60 years into a 
major supplier of Braille material, not only 
for students from kindergarten through 
college, but for teachers, the Boy Scouts 
and Girl Scouts, attorneys, government 
employees, physicians, hospitals and 
others.

“It’s very difficult getting volunteers, 
and groups	have	closed	all	over	the	place,”	
said  Jill	 Pariso,	 president	 of	 the	 Braille	
Group and a member of Congregation 
Shir	 Shalom,  which	 was	 formed	 through	
the	merger	of	Beth	Am	and	 Temple	Sinai.	
“When	 these	 people	 get	 calls,	 they  refer	
them to us.”

The group, which has 44 volunteers, also 
maintains an extensive lending library, 
offers students gift books for summer 
reading and — at a minimal cost — provides 
Braille	materials	on	the	care	of	diabetes. 

Alex Lazarus Klein, the rabbi at 
Congregation Shir Shalom, notes that the 
Torah (Lev. 19:14) prohibits “putting a 
stumbling block in front of the blind.” 
That, he said, is a “preventive measure” 
that the Braille Group far surpasses with 
determined	effort	and	concrete	results. 

“Sometimes you have to take action,” 
said Rabbi Lazarus Klein. “What this group 
does is amazing - sometimes working for 

weeks if not months on someone›s math 
textbook. They go above and beyond what 
the Torah dictates.”

The demand for Braille material 
has increased	dramatically	in	the	last	few	
years due to extensive reading guidelines 
in the Common Core instructional program 
and revisions in Braille procedures, said Ms. 
Pariso, an active Braille Group participant 
for 33 years.

Although the work is exacting and and 
precise, the Braille Group works hard to 
keep its 44 volunteers focused on the 
value of their labors.

“It can be very isolating,” Ms. Pariso 
said. “You do the work at home, and 
nobody is there to pat you on the back. 
So we try to reach out, to schmooze and 
become phone friends.” A 60th anniversary 
appreciation luncheon for volunteers will 
be held Sept.17 at the Protocol Restaurant,

But the satisfaction of providing badly-
needed	 Braille	 material  remains	 the	
driving force for participants. “I got real 
mad when I found out that blind people 
didn’t get books,” said Ms. Pariso, a teacher 
for the visually impaired for 25 years 
before retiring in 2009. «All you need 
to do is get me mad to make me do 
something	about it.

The not-for-profit Braille Group of 
Buffalo is no longer administered by 
Shir Shalom, but still rents a room at 
a nominal cost from the Reform and 
Reconstructionist congregation. Also, 
several temple members continue to 
volunteer, and “there’s still that feeling of 
connection,” Ms. Pariso said. 

People interested in volunteering may call 
689-1560 or e-mail at braillegroupbuf@
gmail.com.

The Braille Group of Buffalo

By Rachel Anderson

This year our crops have been abundant in our Gan Chesed Community garden.  With 
the exceptional summer we have all enjoyed, the fruits of our labor blossomed and grew 
amazingly.

Twice a week we have harvested and delivered healthy, organic vegetables to the 
Town Square Food Pantry.  All the hard work entailed in building and maintaining our 
garden has been well worth it.  The clients have enjoyed celery, peppers, tomatoes, peas, 
red cabbage, cauliflower, Swiss chard, cucumbers and squash.  In a few more weeks we 
anticipate harvesting sweet potatoes.  

Pam and Brian Snyder have been invaluable, working on our project from the outset, 
and Jack Levin stepped in and helped us fortify our fence when gale force winds almost 
demolished it.  I would also like to thank our Chevre from Hillel who helped plot out the 
garden, drive in stakes and build our fence back in the spring.  Many thanks to the Jewish 
Federation for awarding us a generous grant last year to defray some of our costs.

Exploring Elul at Temple Beth Zion 
Prepare for the beauty and meaning of the High Holy Days during TBZ’s Elul Study Series.
Rabbi Jonathan Freirich, Cantor Penny Myers and Rabbi Adam Scheldt invite the 

community to come pray, learn and grow as we prepare for the Days of Awe and explore 
our inspirational and profoundly meaningful new prayer book for the season, Mishkan 
HaNefesh, which was generously donated to TBZ in memory of Nancy and Lawrence 
Golden.

All of the sessions will enhance our Shabbat experience and occur during the 6 p.m. 
Kabbalat Shabbat services at 805 Delaware Avenue on September 9, 16, and 23. 

Beth Abraham/ 
Hillel Service 9/16

Congregation Beth Abraham 
will host a joint Kabbalat Shabbat 
service with Hillel of Buffalo, 
September 16. Our special guest 
speaker will be Howard Wolf, 
author and UB Professor Emeritus 
of	English.  	Services,	led	by	Cantor	
Irwin Gelman begin at 6:30PM, 
followed	by	a	potluck	dairy	oneg, 	
Congregation Beth Abraham 
is located at 1073 Elmwood 
Avenue. For more info go to www.
congregationbethabraham.net.

mailto:braillegroupbuf@gmail.com
mailto:braillegroupbuf@gmail.com
http://www.congregationbethabraham.net
http://www.congregationbethabraham.net
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Gniza Burial 
to be held 
Sept 25

Amherst Memorial Chapel, 
LLC, in conjunction with Elmlawn 
Memorial Park, will be holding a 
respectful burial of all unusable 
religious articles (Gniza) on 
Sunday September 25th 2016 
at 11 AM by the Montefiore II 
section of the cemetery. 

The community is invited 
to bring any old prayer books, 
prayer shawls (tallit) or other 
items which may no longer be 
able to be utilized, and join us 
for this special respectful event. 
Local Rabbis and Cantors will 
be present to assist in this 
ceremony. For further information 
please contact Mitch Steinhorn at 
Amherst Memorial Chapel, LLC, at 
716-636-4174

PALS now accepting Students
While PALS was not in session over the summer months, we have had a busy and 

exciting 8 weeks! For starters, before leaving for the summer the PALS students planted 
their tzedakah garden.  The garden yielded 3 harvests of wonderful produce for the 
Town Square Food Pantry.

Beth Zion Achim 
Program open 9/11

The Brotherhood of Temple Beth Zion will hold 
its opening Achim program for this year at 10:00 
a.m. on September 11 at the Meadows Lounge on 
the second floor, located at the Weinberg Campus, 
2700 North Forest Road in Getzville. The program 
will take place in the building across from the rear 
entrance to the Jewish Community Center. 

The featured speaker will be Rob GoldbergCEO/ 
Executive Director of the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Buffalo. Goldberg is a past participant 
in the Achim series, and will be speak about 
“The New Jewish Community: What We Can Learn 
from Hamilton, the NFL and Purple Cows”. This is 
expected to be an especially interesting, thought- 
provoking and stimulating program.  Questions and 
discussion will be welcome.

Achim is a monthly program sponsored by the 
Temple Beth Zion Brotherhood for the benefit of 
the residents, their guests, and the community, at 
the Weinberg Campus. It is open to the public at 
no cost. 

For further information, please contact Ken Graber 
at 681-9885.

PALS children the chance to make new friendships, 
fostering love, respect and kindness among our 
wider school community.

We are still accepting registration for our 2016-
2017 school year and would love the opportunity 
to show you around! Please call for a tour or to 
request more information. 

Contact Melissa Milch-Klein at pals@tbz.org or 
836-6565 x 139.

Just like our garden, the PALS 
space in our Broder Center 
building went through a growth 
spurt as well! We are so excited 
to add an additional classroom 
to the PALS wing of the Broder 
Center.  With the additional room, 
each PALS class now has its own 
dedicated space. 

 In addition to the physical 
growth, the Zekitot (3 year olds) 
and Tziporim (4 year olds) will 
have the chance for emotional 
growth as well when we 
participate with the children of 
the Olmsted Early Intervention 
pre-school in different activities 
each week.  This time together 
with children they see every day 
in the school will afford our 

mailto:pals@tbz.org
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September Events

September 5
Labor Day Observed

September 7
 Bureau of Jewish Education  

Introduction to Judaism begins  
7:30 pm.  JCC/Benderson Building.  

www.bjebuffalo.org

Hebrew High Begins 
6:30-8:30pm. JCC/Benderson

www.bjebuffalo.org 

September 9, 16, 23
Exploring Elul  

at Temple Beth Zion  
Shabbat Services.  
805 Delaware Ave.  

September 11
Lipsitz Walk to cure esophageal Cancer  

4:30pm
Irishman Pub on Main Street.

http://give.roswellpark.org/site/PageNa
vigator/lipsitz_strong_walk.html 

September 15
BJE- Bible as Literature classes begin

 1-2:30pm @ JCC. 
Call 204-5381

www.bjebuffalo.org 

 JRT Season Celebration
7-9pm at Fiero Restaurant,  
408 Evans in Williamsville.  

Call 688-4033 for Information.  
www.jewishrepertorytheatre.com

Grand Tours and Ridge Road Express

Coaches and School Buses
5355 Junction Road
Lockport, NY 14094

1-800-847-4887
www.grsbuses.com

Charter Buses . Sightseeing . Escorted Tours

REALTY USA
6000 Sheridan Drive | Williamsville, NY

716.634.4200   cell: 716.480.2196
ssilverberg@realtyusa.com

Your Neighbor, Your Realtor

Sheryl 
Kardaman Silverberg

SRES, ABR

September 16
Congregation Beth Abrahan/Hillel Joint 

Shabbat Service
1073 Elmwood Avenue.  

www.congregationbethabraham.net

September 18
Temple Beth Tzedek presents “A Family’s 
Perspective and a Reporter’s Reflection 

on Mental Illness” 
10:00am.

TBT.  621 Getzville Road, Amherst.   
Free and Open to the Community

Yiddish 101.   
Classes by the BJE @ JCC. 10:30am.  

www.bjebuffalo.org. 

September 21
Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies 

& BJE present Israel Scholarship Launch 
event for students interested  

in going to Israel. 
5:30pm. Lippman Lounge at JCC 

204-5381.  

September 25
Gniza  

(a burial of unusable religious items)  
will be held at Elmlawn Memorial Park  

at 11:00am
Call Mitch Steinhorn , Amherst Memorial 

Chapel at 636-4174 

SEPTEMBER 26
 Jewish Federation Kick-Off Dinner  
Hyatt Regency Hotel. 5:30 pm-9pm

$75/ person with a minimum gift of $100 
to the Annual Campaign. Call 204-2241

 www.jfedbflo.com to register 

http://www.bjebuffalo.org
http://www.bjebuffalo.org
http://give.roswellpark.org/site/PageNavigator/lipsitz_strong_walk.html
http://give.roswellpark.org/site/PageNavigator/lipsitz_strong_walk.html
http://www.bjebuffalo.org
http://www.jewishrepertorytheatre.com
http://www.congregationbethabraham.net
http://www.bjebuffalo.org
http://www.jfedbflo.com
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PROFESSIONAL DJ SERVICES

DJ Scott Dirmyer       716.861.4510
DJ • PHOTO BOOTH • UP LIGHTING
WEDDINGS • BAR & BAT MITZVAHS

ww.ultimateeventofwny.com

Celebrating Special Moments In Your Life

Exquisite 
Diamond Ring 
Made in Our 

Own Workroom

PAUL J. MICHAELS
487 Elmwood Ave., Buffalo, NY 14222

716-886-1300
aurumonelmwood.com

Tues.-Sat. 10am-6:30pm or By Appointment

LACE UP YOUR SNEAKERS FOR 
A 5K WALK FOR ROSWELL

The Lipsitz Strong Walk raises awareness 
and funds for one of the most rare and 
complex cancers, esophageal cancer, at 
Roswell Park Cancer Institute.

Join us at The Irishman Pub on Main Street 

in Williamsville on Sunday, September 11. 
The walk will begin at 4:30p.m. with check-
in and day-of registration opening at 3:00 
p.m. The pub will be showing the Buffalo 
Bills game, so come on down early to 
watch the game before you walk. A basket 
raffle, silent auction and 50/50 split will be 
available before and after the walk.

Register at http://give.roswellpark.org/
site/PageNavigator/lipsitz_strong_walk.
html.
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A G E N C I E S Kenny Carpets is one of Western 
New York’s business success 
stories. Started in 1960, by Paul 
Friedman and Harry Balsom, in 
a small store front at the Weston 
Plaza on Sheridan Drive, Kenny 
Carpets has grown into three 
beautiful showrooms. Back in the 
1960’s, most people never considered 
the luxury of having wall-to-wall carpeting 
for their homes. �rough much perseverance and hard work, Paul and 
Harry survived and expanded. Today, 56 years later, the company is 
operated by their sons Jeff Balsom and Danny Friedman. �ey stock over 
1,000,000 square feet of laminate, hardwood, vinyl, area rugs, and carpet!  
With this huge inventory, Kenny Carpets is able to install your purchase 
within 72 hours. Kenny Carpets has two showrooms in Amherst and 
one in West Seneca. �eir great buying power allows them to discount 
all product categories every day! �ey guarantee their prices to be lower 
than any other store, home center, or outlet. �e staff at Kenny Carpets 
averages 19 years of experience in the floor covering industry. If you 
have any questions or concerns about your floor covering project, Kenny 
Carpets is the place to inquire. Kenny Carpets offers convenient payment 
plans for your total purchase, by offering one year to pay, interest free. 
In addition to placing carpeting and flooring in thousands of homes in 
Western New York, Kenny Carpets is a major supplier for commercial 
projects. Over the years, they have become Western New York’s leading 
supplier of carpeting and flooring for apartment buildings, senior living 
centers, stores, professional offices and local hotels. Be counted as one 
of their satisfied customers, receiving huge discounts, fast service, great 
installation and quality flooring and carpeting. Call 716-836-8100 or 
716-631-0028 or shop on line at www.kennycarpets.com.

Kenny Carpets is one of Western 

beautiful showrooms. Back in the 
1960’s, most people never considered 
the luxury of having wall-to-wall carpeting 
1960’s, most people never considered 

The Israel Scholarship Committee of the Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies in 
collaboration with the High School of Jewish Studies of the Bureau of Jewish Education 
will hold an Israel Information Night on Wednesday, September 21st at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Lippman Lounge on the Second Floor of the Jewish Community Center Benderson Family 
Building.  The program will feature a panel of teenagers who have recently traveled to Israel 
and will be moderated by Jill Komm, Executive Director of the Bureau of Jewish Education.  
The panel will speak about the amazing experience that they had in Israel when they 
participated in one of the numerous summer or semester programs sponsored by national 
Jewish organizations.

ISRAEL SCHOLARSHIP LAUNCH 
EVENT SEPTEMBER 21ST

Donors have the satisfaction of helping young people have an experience of a 
lifetime and seeing the income from their gift used year after year for countless 
students into the future.  Such funds are dedicated in the donor’s name or to honor 
or memorialize loved ones.  Donors may also designate qualifications for scholarship 
recipients; i.e., members of a particular temple or students at a particular school.

The goal of the Israel Scholarship Committee is to encourage participation of our 
young people in structured and supervised programs of travel to Israel under Jewish 
organizational auspices. 

Applications will be reviewed by a volunteer committee composed of members 
active in religious and communal institutions in the area and grants will be awarded 
on the basis of three factors:

1. Financial need
 2. Demonstrated Jewish commitment
 3. Potential to make a contribution to the Jewish community

Applications and information are available at the Foundation office, 2640 
North Forest Road, Suite 200, Getzville, NY 14068; phone 204-1133.  Deadline for 
submission of applications for the coming summer is Thursday, December 1st.

Jeannette & Sydney S. Abzug Fund
Dr. Nathan & Toby Ticktin Back Fund

Hyman & Ruth Benatovich Memorial Fund
Joseph and Anna Gartner Foundation Fund

Dr. Irwin & Sylvia Ginsberg Fund
Mildred & Jack Haniford Fund

Milton J. Hurwitz Fund
Dvorah & Donald Joseph Fund

Joel & Norman Katz Memorial Fund
Mary F. Levine Fund

Lila & Shay Mintz Fund
Nobel Family Fund

Harvey & Nancy Schiller Fund
Anna Schwartz Memorial Fund

Howard & Leslie Zemsky Israel Experience Fund

Please note that we are starting the Israel 
Scholarship process early this year to give teens 
and their families plenty of time to select their 
program and secure the necessary funding.

Catherine Shuman Miller, Chair of the Israel 
Scholarship Committee of the Foundation for 
Jewish Philanthropies, announced that a limited 
amount of financial assistance is available for 
high school and college age students to travel and 
study in Israel.  Students participating in approved 
programs will be eligible for assistance for the 
upcoming summer based upon financial need.  
Over the past thirty-one years, 171 students have 
been recipients of grants totaling $161,350.

Scholarships will be awarded from individual 
endowment funds, which have been established by 
donors for this special purpose. The Foundation 
administers the following funds, which provide 
Israel scholarships: Jill Komm

Catherine Shuman Miller
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www.congregationhavurah.org 
Contact Enid Edelman at eedelman@roadrunner.com or (716) 689-8059 

Are You Looking For A Small, Inclusive, 
Self-Directed, Reform Jewish Community?

• Home Shabbat Dinner Services
• High Holiday Retreats
• Musical Services
•Passover Seders
• Sunday Brunch Seminars

Come Share Our Vision – Broaden Your Horizons and Ours

Sometimes a life seems to hold more than one lifetime’s experiences, especially when 
unexpected twists change the way we supposed we would live, and our eventual lives take 
us to very different destinations.  The papers of Rudy and Hilde Miller reveal pivotal themes 
of family and friendship, against the backdrop of international events of the 1930s and 
1940s, and life both before and after this period. As significantly, these papers reveal two 
lives that came together in extraordinary circumstances that neither of them could have 
predicted or planned. Through these papers we learn about refugee and immigrant lives, 
the Holocaust and Americanization, and at the very personal level we are reminded of life’s 
possibilities as well as its fragility.

 Life, Loss and Love
By Chana Kotzin, Ph.D

as well as his musical interests as part of 
the Jewish Community Center Orchestra.

Hilde Miller, nee Mueller [Müller], was 
born in Siegburg, Nordheim, Westphalia, 
Germany on September 24, 1913, to 
parents Leo and Adele Müller. Also part of 
the Müller household was Adele Müller’s 
brother, Edward Fröhlich, who worked 
in a tanning business connected to the 
shoe store, L. Fröhlich, Schuhwaren-
Haus, which Leo Müller managed. 
The Müller’s were very active in their 
synagogue and community.  But as with 
the Windmüllers, increasing anti-Semitic 
legislation associated with Nazism forced 
many changes, and they had to close 
their shoe store.  In the meantime, they 
searched for ways to provide a future for 
their daughter, Hilde, outside of Germany.  
Through their efforts, and those of a 
British rabbi, Hilde secured a UK domestic 
visa just after Kristallnacht in 1938.  It 
was then that Hilde began her life in the 
home of Max and Miriam Waldenberg. 
This began a long association with a 
couple and their small children that was 

Hilde Mueller [later Hilde Miller], third row, standing second from left, Breezy Hill, NY. Rudy and 
Hilde Miller Papers, University Archives, University at Buffalo

Rudy Miller known as Rudolph 
Salomon Windmüller at birth was born 
on June 4, 1903 to parents Karl and Emma 
Spier Windmüller in Duisburg-Beeck, a 
town near Gelsenkirchen in Nordheim, 
Westphalia, Germany. The Windmüllers 
made their home in Gelsenkirchen 
where they had a store which bore the 
family name of Windmüller.  Involved 
in many social and sporting groups, 
his photograph albums from the 1920s 
display a carefree life spent with friends 
and family. This all changed during the 
1930s, as it did for many German Jews, 
with the rise of Hitler and Nazism.  From 
1937, the papers show the necessity of 
permits for Jews making the smallest 
journey, and they also show how passage 
to Cuba, enabled a new life in Buffalo, 
NY.  The papers document Rudy Miller’s 
attempts to bring out his immediate 
family, including his mother Emma and 
his sister Hildegard’s family.  Much of 
these letters are in German, handwritten 
on delicate onionskin.  A few documents 
show Rudy’s work with Maisel furniture, 
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so close that Hilde remained in touch 
with the Waldenbergs for the rest of their 
lives, enjoying family visits by Max and 
Miriam and their children.  Neither Leo 
nor Adele Müller survived the Holocaust, 
and Hilde saved their Red Cross 
telegrams and onionskin letters, which 
are a part of the collection along with 
other documents.  After this double loss, 
and the loss of her friend, fellow refugee 
Rudolph Falkenstein, the Waldenbergs 
helped Hilde to relocate to America with 
distant relatives. Eventually settled in a 
job in New York City, Hilde also worked 
at Breezy Hill, a German-Jewish summer 
resort in the Catskills. It was there she 

The phrase “everything old is new 
again” does not only apply to the fashion 
industry and to household furnishings. It 
can also apply to courses and classes that 
the Bureau of Jewish Education’s Adult 
Education Department offers.

In keeping with the usual pattern of 
Adult Education course offerings, you can 
find some that have been repeated for 
the past several years. The Introduction 
to Judaism course, co-sponsored by the 
Buffalo Board of Rabbis and the BJE, is one 
example of “old but new.” The curriculum 
and subject matter are the same, but 
Rabbi Jonathan Freirich, who just joined 
the clergy team at Temple Beth Zion, will 
join the four other community rabbis who 
teach the course as the new instructor. 
We welcome him to Buffalo and to the 
fall session of 14 classes that begin on 
Wednesday, September 7 – December 
21 from 7:30 – 9:30 pm at the Jewish 
Community Center on North Forest Road.

Hebrew Reading: Both Beginner and 
Intermediate/Advanced classes will 
once again be taught by Michal Shmuel-
Lewis on 26 Wednesday nights at the JCC. 
Although the Hebrew language is very 
old – presented by Michal’s innovative 
teaching style that includes Hebrew 
culture and the Israeli lifestyle – the 
letters and the words come alive and 
everything becomes new to the classroom 
students.

Ten Thursday afternoon Bible as 
Literature – Part Two classes with 
Professor Ted Steinberg will begin on 

EVERYTHING OLD IS NEW AGAIN!
By Ethel Melzer, 

Director of Adult Education, Bureau of Jewish Education

Thursday, September 15 – November 17 
from 1 – 2:30 pm at the JCC. This course 
will once again enlighten students on one 
of the oldest books that exist – yet the 
focus on four new chapters of the Bible: 
Deuteronomy, Samuel, The Song of Songs 
and the Book of Daniel will bring to light 
several new and exciting points.

The very popular five-part Lecture 
Series with UB and its Department 
of Jewish Thought will be held again, 
however, the subject matter this year is 
new! The theme of ‘JUSTICE in Jewish 
Thought and Tradition’ will be featured in 
each lecture given by the five professors. 
Their talks will take place at the JCC 
from 7:00 to 8:30 pm, beginning Thursday 
October 20 and will continue on various 
dates throughout the year.   

Surely, we would all agree that the 
Yiddish language is a very old language 
that Jews have used to communicate 
for hundreds of years. The BJE Adult 
Education Department is pleased to able 
to offer a new course: Keeping Yiddish 
Alive – Basic Yiddish 101. Professor Ted 
Steinberg will be teaching on 22 Sunday 
mornings, from 10:30 – 12 Noon at the 
JCC beginning on Sunday, September 18 
– March 26. 

For more information or to register 
for any of these “old but new” courses, 
please contact Ethel Melzer, Director of 
the BJE Adult Education Department at 
716-204-5380 or ethel@bjebuffalo.org 
or go to the BJE website: www.bjebuffalo.
org/adulted

met future husband Rudy Miller and then 
began her life in Buffalo, NY.

This brief article provides just a 
small sampling of the rich materials 
included within the papers of Rudy and 
Hilde Miller donated by their daughter 
Evelyn Miller Weinstein. A detailed guide 
(finding aid) is available online through 
the BJE website at www.bjebuffalo.org 
under the Jewish Buffalo Archives Project 
tab.  Our thanks to Evie Weinstein 
for making these papers available for 
research.  To learn more about this and 
other papers, you can contact Chana 
Kotzin at archivesproject@bjebuffalo.
org, or 716-204-5388. 

http://www.bjebuffalo.org
mailto:archivesproject@bjebuffalo.org
mailto:archivesproject@bjebuffalo.org
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The Jewish Repertory Theatre is getting ready to present its 14th season and the celebration begins with 
a kick-off dinner, Thursday, September 15, at Fiero Mediterranean Restaurant in Williamsville, NY.

Celebrate JRT’s 14th Year

Esther Baum-Taylor

AT THE HOLLAND FAMILY JCC ART GALLERY,  
SEPT. 1 – OCT. 31, 2016

An exhibit of digital photography by Esther Baum-Taylor entitled 
PERSPECTIVES will take place at the Jewish Community Center of 
Greater Buffalo at 787 Delaware Avenue in Buffalo, NY, September 
1 – October 31, 2016.

Baum recently returned to her hometown of Buffalo, after 
residing in Chicago for thirteen years. “When I returned to 
live in Buffalo in 2014, shortly after my father was diagnosed 

Perspectives
AN EXHIBIT OF DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY BY ESTHER BAUM-TAYLOR 

creative vision of both abstract 
and intriguing still-life forms. 
After encouragement from 
family, friends and the local 
art community—where I found 
warmth and acceptance, I began 
exhibiting my photographs. I 
hope people enjoy them, and 
that they also see in them 
familiar territory with a new-
found perspective.” 

All digital photographs in this 
exhibit were taken exclusively 
with an iPhone6 and feature 
perspectives of clouds/skies and 
landscapes/cityscapes in and 
around the Western New York 
area. 

The exhibit includes an 
opening reception Sunday, 
September 11, 3 – 5 p.m. in 
JCC Gallery, located on the first 
floor, at 787 Delaware Avenue 
in Buffalo. Guests are invited to 
view the exhibit and meet the 
artist.

with terminal cancer, I began 
accompanying my partner on 
fishing trips where I was awed 
and inspired by the vibrant 
colors of my surroundings,” 
says Baum.  “Although I grew 
up here, in many ways I felt I 
was seeing the Western New 
York environment through 
new eyes. I was compelled 
to capture the beauty around 
me with my iPhone—the 
only camera I had any 
experience using. Through 
experimentation, I developed 
techniques for transforming 
photographic images into a 

Gallery admission is free and the gallery is open during JCC 
operating hours, 7 days a week. For more information visit 
jccbuffalo.org To arrange for a tour with the artist, contact the 
director of Cultural Arts at 716-204-2255.

 “This is a very special season for 
us as we’re bringing Western New 
York three plays by the celebrated and 
Pulitzer-prize nominated playwright, 
Amy Herzog,” said JRT Artistic Director 
Saul Elkin, who co-founded the theatre 
with producer David Bunis in 2002. 
“Ms. Herzog’s plays have received much 
critical and popular acclaim throughout 
North America, but seldom will you find 
three of them being produced by one 
theatre in a single season. We think 
our audiences are up for an exceptional 
experience,” Elkin concluded.

The September 15 event is a fundraiser 
that helps JRT continue bringing high 
quality theatre to the Maxine and Robert 
Seller theatre that has been its home 
since it was built as part of the Jewish 

Community Center’s 
renovation in 2012. 
“This year is also a 
special season for our 
theater, because we are 
dedicating the season 
to one of our most 
ardent patrons, Robert 
Seller z”l, who passed 
away suddenly last 
November,” said David 
Bunis. “Without the 
support of Bob and his 
wife Maxine, JRT might 
not have the beautiful, state-of-the-art, theatre that we 
now enjoy.”

Tickets are $118 before September 1 and $125 after, 
and are available at www.jewishrepertorytheatre.com 
as well as either JCC reception desk or by calling the JRT 
box office at 688-4114, ext. 391. The evening includes 
a delicious selection of Fiero Restaurant’s tapas style 
hors d’oeuvres, open bar, a silent auction, live music 
and more! 

Robert Seller z”l

JRT 14TH  
SEASON OPENING  

CELEBRATION DINNER
Thursday, September 15, 2016

7:00 -9:00 p.m.

Fiero Restaurant
408 Evans Street, Williamsville, NY

http://www.jewishrepertorytheatre.com
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Kadimah Academy 
Seeks Alumni

Calling all Kadimah Kids! Kadimah 
Academy has a new name, a new look, and 
a new approach to broadening our Alumni 
Group! Alumni programs are not just 
about raising money for the institution 
that built the foundation upon which you 
stand. They’re also great for networking, 
supporting the school, and for the fun of 
seeing “Where Are They Now?” 

Whether you attended for nine 
months or nine years, you are an integral 
part of Kadimah’s past and future, and 
we want to be in touch with you! Parents 
of Kadimah alumni have been especially 
supportive of the school and its mission, 
which is evident every year when we see 
the growing number in attendance at the 
Annual Dinner. This is another group 
with whom we are trying to connect 
and are requesting all parents of alumni 
take a few moments to answer the 
four questions on their own survey at 

www.kadimah.org.
More programming is planned such 

as a Parents of Alumni Tea in the fall, 
an Alumni Night at the Jewish Repertory 
Theatre in February, and a program for 
Kadimah alumni and friends this spring 
in Israel.

If you are a Kadimah alum or the 
parent of one, here are three things you 
can do in the next five minutes to make 
sure you get all the details:

1. FRIEND “Kadimah Alum” on 
Facebook.

2. LIKE the Kadimah Academy 
Facebook page.

3. COMPLETE the survey at www.
kadimah.org which will provide valuable 
data to help us obtain grants for future 
programming and keep you in the 
Alumni loop.

And please mark your calendar for the 
first Kadimah Alumni Night at the Jewish 

Repertory Theatre on Thursday, Feb. 
23, 2017, featuring the Pulitzer Prize-
nominated, off-Broadway hit AFTER 
THE REVOLUTION, by Amy Herzog. 
More details will be forthcoming.

If you have photos to share, or  are 
seeking more information on how you, 
or your children, can become involved 

with the new Kadimah Alumni group, 
please complete the survey or contact 
Marci Wiseman, Director of Community 
Relations and Engagement for Kadimah 
Academy, at marci.wiseman@kadimah.
org or 716-836-6903.

3-Amys (L to R) Amy Schmidt, Amy 
Lansky, Amy Teibel

8th Grade Washington Trip 1979 (L to R) Sue Brodsky,  
Sharon Reiman, Dawn Brownrout, Sandra Rossen,  
Yael Lebenthal, Judith Mendelow

Young Alumni with Einav (L to R) Lily Shuman, Molly Brownstein, Einav Symons, Jonathan Zarzecki

Great room • Media room • Wifi  • Fitness center
data center • Beauty salon • Laundry facilities
Full time social worker • Activities • Transportation
24 hour emergency maintenance • Two elevators • Library 
Computer room • Pool table • Emergency medical call 
system • Chapel • Card room • Large screen tv

Jewish 
Federation 
Apartments

Jewish Federation Apartments
275 Essjay Road
Williamsville, NY 14221

For application information please call 716-631-8471
www.JewishFederationApartments.org

Open to all religious denominations

Watch your favorite shows with your 
new friends on our big screen TV!

*Jewish Federation Apartments does not discriminate on the basis of handicapped status in the 
admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, its federally assisted program and activities.

Rent assisted apartments for seniors & mobility-impaired adults

http://www.kadimah.org
http://www.kadimah.org
http://www.kadimah.org
mailto:marci.wiseman@kadimah.org
mailto:marci.wiseman@kadimah.org
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Call (716)580-3976  5544 Main St., 2nd floor | Williamsville, NY 14221 www.slcwny.com

PARENT/CHILD
Language Groups Available

We believe in the potential of Every Child

Offering Comprehensive 
Speech Therapy, Occupational 
Therapy, Physical Therapy & 
Special Education
Therapy Services

Meeting the needs of every 
family and child individually

Parent/Child group meets 
weekly in Amherst

14 years experience in WNY

Individual Therapy Services 
available On Location or at home

Early Intervention and Preschool 
services

Insurance & Private Pay Accepted

NEW @ JCC
STUDIO IN ART, 

STARTING SEPT. 7 

The JCC is pleased to announce that our 
new art teacher for the fall adult class starting 
September 7 is local artist, Sonia Gellman 
Young. Mrs. Young studied fine art and 
illustration at Pratt Institute in NYC and then 
continued her education at the University at 
Buffalo. She also studied extensively under 
pastel artist Barbara Green in Catskill, NY. 
Mrs. Young has been the recipient of multiple 
awards for her work.

She has exhibited in group and solo 
shows. Her work appears in both private 
and public collections which include 
institutions such as Hadassah Hospital in 
Israel and the University at Buffalo.

The upcoming class is an open format 
where artists of different levels, from 
beginner to advanced level can come 
together and work in various mediums 
in an informal environment. Easels are 
provided to students who request them. 
Call Karla Wiseman for more information 
or to register, 204 2257.

5462 SHERIDAN DRIVE | WILLIAMSVILLE | 716.831.8018 | WWW.ALTMANDENTAL.COM WWW.ALTMANDENTAL.COM 716.831.8018 | WWW.ALTMANDENTAL.COM

Schedule an adult new patient 
Exam, Cleaning and X-ray. 
Receive a complimentary 

Exam, Cleaning and X-ray for your child.
UNINSURED NEW PATIENTS ONLY

Sonia Gellman Young
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Call AARON PIERI
BAR & BAT MITZVAH TUTORING

PRAYERS, CHANTING, TORAH
apieri23@outlook.com

716.572.5091

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE SUPPORTS  
“EMMA’S CRAYONS 4 KIDS” BAT MITZVAH SOCIAL ACTION PROJECT 

By Jessica Thorpe

When Emma Isenberg decided on her Bat 
Mitzvah social action project, she knew Jewish 
Family Service was the best partner to help 
her mount it. As part of the coming-of-age 
religious tradition, one of her responsibilities 
was to build on something she was passionate 
about to demonstrate her understanding and 
commitment to Jewish tenets of charity and 
compassion.  

“I originally wanted to do something 
with animals. But I kept watching people on 
TV talk about refugees from Syria. I really 
like art so I thought of a way to incorporate 
that into my project. And I wanted to 
help refugee children, so I chose to work 
with Jewish Family Service,” explains the 
13-year-old, whose Bat Mitzvah ceremony 
at Temple Beth Zion was July 16.  

Jewish Family Service began its 
resettlement program with support for 
Russian Jews immigrating to Buffalo in the 
1980s. The agency now resettles refugees 
from strife-torn regions around the world.   

In 2014, JFS launched the Western New York 
Center for Survivors of Torture, a collaborative 
initiative that supports Holocaust Survivors in 
addition to the many multicultural individuals 
and families who now call Buffalo home.  

Located above Temple Beth Zion, the 
agency is also a provider of comprehensive 
mental and behavioral health, elder care and 
career counseling services. “JFS represents 
social action at its best. For more than 
100 years, we have been committed to all 
action that translates to the promotion 
and protection of the right to dignity and 
respect for all people, in keeping with the 
philosophy of late Nobel Laureate Elie 
Wiesel,” JFS president and CEO Marlene 
Schillinger says. 

To meet this objective for her Bat Mitzvah 
project, Emma Isenberg made crayon 
squares to give to resettled refugee children. 
“I collected old yucky crayons and melted 
them down into multi-colored blocks. 
My intention was to help them express 
themselves and communicate with people 
without having a language barrier,” she says.

Emma’s Crayons 4 Kids project was 
supported broadly by the Jewish community 
recognition of the critical resettlement 
services JFS now provides, Emma’s mother 
Jennifer Isenberg said. “She worked 
really hard on her project. People were so 
generous.  I was amazed at the circle of 
people who supported her,” added Jennifer, 
who helped her daughter collect donations 
of crayons – and of empty cans and bottles 
that were recycled to finance the cost of 
crayon molds and paper. 

Jennifer is proud of her daughter for 
“standing tall, proud and strong” in meeting 
all her Bat Mitzvah responsibilities. Emma 
was mentored by TBZ Rabbi Gary Pokras, 
Rabbi Adam Scheldt, Rabbi Jonathan 
Freirich, Cantor Penny Myers and Susan 

Laughter and lament, joy and pain 
succumb to affi rmations of life well journeyed 

 – to loving testaments etched in stone  

PLOTS AVAILABLE
For more information, call 204-2246.

Emma Isenberg prepares for her Bat Mitzvah
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Preventative 
Dental Ser vices:
• Exams 
• Rout ine Teeth C leaning 
• Dig i ta l  X-Rays 
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• Teeth Whitening 
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Restorative 
Dental Ser vices:
• Fi l l ings 
• Par t ia l  Denture 
• Br idges 
• Denta l  Crowns 
• Denta l  Implants

www.amherst-dentist.com

3 1  M A P L E  R OA D,  W I L L I A M S V I L L E

716.635.9657

Dental Exams 
& Teeth 
Cleaning

A
RATING

Schwartz, TBZ Director of Lifelong Learning 
– and supported at JFS by New American 
Director Maria “Apple” Domingo.

“Along with leading the service and 
reading from the Torah, Emma, along with 
all B’nai Mitzvahs at TBZ, wrote a speech 
which summarized her Torah portion and 
shared something she learned.Emma’s 
take-away on her portion was ‘intentions.’  
Her intent for her Mitzvah Project was to 
help refugee children express themselves 
without the barrier of language and have 
fun at the same time,” Jennifer said.    

Emma shared her multi-colored crayon 
squares–made only with non-toxic 
crayons–with refugee children at the second 
annual JFS Refugee Fair in April. In the 
end, she collated more than 200 packets of 
crayon squares and drawing paper, which 
she donated to JFS to use in its parenting 
classes and other services. “The kids had 
fun coloring with the crayons and, when not 
coloring, just stacking them. I really enjoyed 
playing with the children. It was a lot of fun 
and good experience. I hope it was fun for 
them too,” she said. 

The experience in part inspired Emma to 
continue on with her Jewish education: This 
month she begins Hebrew High, a program 
of the Bureau of Jewish Education, but will 
also volunteer as a student teacher in the 
Madrichim Program at TBZ’s Religious 
School. “It is such an honor for JFS to be 
able to support and engage young people 
like Emma during such an important life 
transition. Engaging in a social action 
project with our agency offers a broader 
understanding of Jewish values by seeing 
them in action,” Schillinger said.  “We are 
grateful for all who donated to Emma’s 
Crayons 4 Kids Bat Mitzvah project 
in support of her vision of making the 
transition to a new life in America a little 
easier for the refugee children we serve.”  

To explore social action opportunities at 
Jewish Family Service, call 716-883-1914 
or email generalinfo@jfsbuffalo.org. Visit 
us online at www.jfsbuffalo.org.

Emma collected cans to raise funds  
for the project

mailto:generalinfo@jfsbuffalo.org
http://www.jfsbuffalo.org
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Happenings  
at Hebrew High

HADASSAH WORD WEAVERS

By Melissa Schreiber, 
Assistant Principal

Have you heard the news about Hebrew 
High? Hebrew High is a supplemental 
program for teens in grades 8 - 12 
(regardless of synagogue affiliation), and 
meets on Wednesday evenings from 6:30 
- 8:30 pm at the Jewish Community Center, 
2640 North Forest Road in Getzville.  Our 
opening day is WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7!

We have some great new classes and 
several exciting changes in store for 
the school year. This year, Hebrew High 
will be four, seven week sessions! This 
means that there is more opportunity 
for our students to take a variety of fun 
and interesting classes.  This also means 
that students can sign up for one, two, 
three OR all four sessions.  Our classes 
will focus on our students’ interests and 
frame them through a Jewish lens using 
Hebrew High’s six core values. Hebrew 
High uses these six core values in every 
class to ensure that all of our students 
have an understanding of Judaism while 
having fun. Our six core values are; 
Jewish living, Jewish text, Jewish 

history, Israel, Hebrew/Language and 
Jewish values.

This year we are also excited to have 
many new teachers. Registration is 
on our website, www.bjebuffalo.org/
hebrewhigh.  inancial assistance is also 
available, and no teen will be turned 
away!

For more information, please contact 
the BJE at 716-204-5380 and speak 
with Jill Komm (Principal) or Melissa 
Schreiber (Assistant Principal).

Prof. Howard R. Wolf (UB emeritus), a 
widely published author, will offer a writing 
workshop every Tuesday from 1:00-3:00pm 
at JCC Benderson, beginning September 20, 
on “Life-Writing”. Students will be asked 
to craft one page for each session (to be 

Lojek’s QuaLity Painting

Mark Lojek
lojek1@peoplepc.com  |  716.481.5024  |  Fully Insured/References

Full service interior/exterior painting • Deck/Siding/Fence Staining

read and discussed) on specific areas of life 
experience that the instructor will assign.  
Students may write in any prose form that 
they wish: memoir, short fiction, letter, or 
diary.

The goal of the course is to capture the 
essence of one’s life experience for one’s 
own understanding, and as a legacy for 
friends, children, grandchildren and on.  
Dr. Wolf may share some of his published 
work as “models” of expression.   Howard 
Wolf first published in 1965, and has 
continued every year for half a century. 
Fee: $50. Part of the fee will be for the 
preparation of an anthology of student 
work at the end of the term. 

Please e-mail Susan Bergman, 
sbergny@verizon.net, to sign up for this 
course. This program is sponsored by 
Buffalo Hadassah.  Men and women are 
invited; they do not need to be a JCC or 
Hadassah member.  

$50 OFF  
Any New Garage 

Door Install

716-217-2331

http://www.bjebuffalo.org/hebrewhigh
http://www.bjebuffalo.org/hebrewhigh
mailto:sbergny@verizon.net
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SUPPORT LOCAL 
DELIVERY SERVICE 7 DAYS A WEEK

SUNDAYS 1PM - 5PM
PARTY DELIVERIES • EXPERIENCED PARTY PLANNERS

EXCELLENT CUSTOMER SERVICE

A G E N C I E S

DASH FOR 
DIVERSITY
OCTOBER 2

and honor your friends in 
the Jewish Community. Send 

Happy New Year wishes, 
this Rosh Hashanna, in the 

October issue of 

Call Cindy Oppenheimer at 
716-972-2240

COPPENHEIMER@JEWISHJOURNALWNY.COM
RESERVE YOUR SPACE TODAY!

 Say  L’Shana Tova
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H

E
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Dan Kantor will Co-Chair the National 
Federation for Just Communities’ (NFJC) 
October 2 Dash for Diversity. The 
Annual Event takes place at Delaware 
Park’s Ring Road and Parkside Lodge.  
Registration takes place at 8:30 am for 
the 10:00 am event. According to NFJC 
President Lana Benatovich, the 2016 
Dash has something for everyone.  There 
is a Kids Fund Dash for kids 2-9 years 
old, and Interfaith Kick-Off Service 
at 9:15 am, and a lunch following the 
dash at the Parkside Lodge.   All funds 
raised from this event go to local NFJC 
initiatives.  Register at www.nfjcwny.org 
or call 853-9596.  

Co-Chair Dan Kantor and Dr. Howard 
Benatovich at last year’s Dash for Diversity

http://www.nfjcwny.org
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Jay L. Mesnekoff
Director

Benjamin D. Oppenheimer, DDS focuses his 
dental practice on Dental Implants. “Mini 
Dental Implants are the most exciting ad-
vancement in dentistry in decades”, says 
the Amherst Dentist. “Their size is only 1.8mm 
in diameter, about the size of a coffee stirrer, 
which allows patients previously denied den-
tal implant treatment, the opportunity to re-
place their missing teeth or stabilize a loose 
or uncomfortable denture without the need 
for bone grafts or other associated invasive 
surgeries.”

Mini Dental Implants are a fast way to stabilize 
a loose denture or replace missing teeth and 
can be delivered to the patient in less than 
an hour. This innovative procedure requires no 
cutting of the gums, and teeth can be made 
for the implants right away. Conventional 
dental implants usually require a healing pe-
riod before using the implants and often re-

quire the patient to wear a ‘flipper’ denture 
for 3-6 months. This is not the case with Minis.

Due to the easy, minimally invasive ‘microsur-
gery’ employed with Minis, there is no pain 
during the procedure and only a slight sore-
ness for a day or two afterwards. “I tell my 
patients to take ibuprofen after the appoint-
ment and again the next morning. Typically 
this is all the medication they need to feel 
comfortable.” Dr. Oppenheimer reports.

Mini Dental Implants are also a more afford-
able option compared to the larger conven-
tional implants. The Minis cost about half of 
the price for conventional dental implants. In 
addition, Dr. Oppenheimer offers 18 months, 
no-interest financing, for all dental implant 
procedures and provides a consultation and 
x-ray at no charge to any new patient. Dr. 
Oppenheimer can be reached at Concierge 
Dental Group by calling 716-557-1271.

DR. OPPENHEIMER’S PATIENTS FIND  
MINI DENTAL IMPLANTS ARE  
FAST-EASY-AFFORDABLE

5820 Main Street, Suite 311  |  Caldwell Building  |  Williamsville, NY 14221
P- 716.204.1297  |  F- 716.204.2260

jeweler@barbaraoliverandco.com

Barbara L. Oliver 
Graduate Gemologist - GIA

“A Trusted Jeweler is Worth Her Weight in Gold.”
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JFS @ The Ralph

Pautler’s for Lunch: Salads • Burgers • Hot Dogs • Fresh Beef on Weck & More!

Pautler’s Drive-In
6343 Transit Road  Near Casey • East Amherst

636-1690
Open 7 Days a Week at 11am

Ice Cream Custard • WOW COW • Frozen Yogurt
Homemade Ice Cream Cakes • Gluten Free Cones

FREE REG. CUSTARD ICE CREAM CONE
With Purchase of One Regular Combo Meal. Value: $2.61

With coupon only. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 10/31/16

ICE CREAM CAKES 
for any occasion

Jewish Family Service of Buffalo and  Erie County held a successful fund raiser at Ralph Wilson 
Stadium (now New Era Field). Participants were able to tour the Buffalo Bills game day locker 
room and then venture onto the field to try their luck at kicking field goals. 

Guests registering for the event. Joe Glickman, Rebecca Mesnekoff, Jay Mesnekoff JFS Chairman Blaine Schwartz , Rebecca Mesnekof and  Joe 
Glickman

Beth Joseph and daughter Nikki Joseph Cantor Arlene Frank of Congregation Shir Shalom Rabbi Jonathan Freirich of Temple Beth Zion kicks a field goal.

Rabbi Alex Lazarus-Klein of Congregation Shir Shalom kicks a field goal Board members and community members were at the outing, including Debra Chernoff & Larry Rubin, 
Jay & Rebecca Mesnekoff, Juliana Teibel, Rabbi Freirich and Cantor Frank.  

Paul J. Michaels, event chair, said the 
event was a touchdown! photo; courtesy 

Dr. Charles Niles.

Rabbi Lazarus-Klein and Rabbi Freirich discussing how many angels can fit on 
the head of a pin.  
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TBZ Summer Celebration

Mama Dani

Mama Doni Concert @ the JCC

Buffalo Jewish Service Corps Welcome Rabbi Freirich!

TBZ Educator Susan Goldberg Schwartz, Rabbi Jonathan Freirich and 
Rabbi Adam Scheldt saying Kiddush before the meal at the dinner, 

held at the Transit Valley Country Club.

 Past TBZ President and auctioneer David Desmon 
selling some hot items to the group

 Mark Notarius and Deny Adelman talking about the 
honor that Deny received that evening

Past TBZ President Susan Adelman and her 
son, Deny Adelman

Event chair David Goldberg, Dr. Sam Shatkin, Danielle 
Shatkin and Joni Shatkin

TBZ President miriam treger honig and PALS leaders Melissa 
Milch and Shira Goldberg

Howie Rein, PJ Library Director Mandy Weiss and Marge Rein 
enjoying the concert in the JCC’s Rein Family Amphtheatre

Michael and Jill Komm, BJE Director, with their son.

Dr. Irwin and Marna Burstein enjoying dinner Federation staffers Miriam Abramovich- Engagement Director and 
Mandy Weiss- PJ Library Director—rockin’ out to Mama Doni!

The Weinstein Family moving to 
the music

Musicians Mama Doni and Eric Lindberg with audience members 
singing together 

Steve Schwartz ( in dark blue shirt) was the organizer of this 
new community project

Susan Goldberg Schwartz talked about the 
mitzvah of volunteering during times of crisis.

The second meeting of volunteers for the Buffalo Jewish 
Service Corps was held at Kevin and Rise’ Kulick’s home

Rob and Shira Goldberg invited Jewish communal workers to their home 
for an event welcoming the Freirichs. Seen here are Marci Wiseman, Rabbi 

Jonathan and Ginny Freirich, and Dr. Alex and Keren Green.  
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Shir Shalom Volunteers Walk Off Hunger for Food Bank

All the Congregation’s Walk Off Hunger walker and volunteer team Alan Gellin, Robin Raphael, Renae Gattozzi, Jennie Pohl, Susan Ronald 
and Julia Cohan. 

Mindy Weinman and Walk founder,  
Gary Bluestein.

Bob Kanner and Marta Herzbrun. Ruth and Randy Spivack Jackie Korchowsky and Linda Bergman Rella Corris, Emily Ellett, Nancy Millman and Renae Gattozzi.

Ralph and Gail Kushner. Nancy Millman, Robin Adler, Rella Corris  Chris Cohan, Mark Finkelstein, Mindy Weinman, Robin Raphael, Marina Finkelstein and Alan Gellin Becka Seefried was a volunteer

Volunteers dressed as vegetables Julia Cohan, Bob Kanner, Alan Gellin and Robin Raphael. Bruce Corris accepts award on behalf of 
Congregation Shir Shalom for largest 

number of members in a team.

Aden Rekoon and Joanne 
Marquisee pose with Sabretooth
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(NOT) THE LAST WORD

LEARNING IS A LIFELONG OCCUPATION
By Karen Wiseman

“It’s never too late.”  “Lifelong learning.”  “You never know, dreams may come true.” These 
are all expressions we hear all the time describing situations that may seem otherwise 
unbelievable. Well, they all apply to my mother, Cecile Tegler, who is spending her first year 
at Mount View Assisted Living in Lockport, NY. There, last semester, my mother had the 
opportunity to attend Niagara County Community College and take her very first college course.  

Thanks to the invitation from the 
amazing owner of Mount View, David 
Tosetto--known as Dave, three residents 
including my mother were registered to 
enroll in Introduction to Computer Studies 
at the college. Mr. Tosetto observed that 
the three ladies had made such strides 
in their physical and emotional well- 
being since coming to Mount View. He 
wanted to take that success to the next 
level by challenging them mentally. So 
he presented the idea of taking a college 
course to Cecile, Marge and Sandy and 
they bought in!   Thanks to Dave’s wife, 
Christine, the ladies had a ride every 
Tuesday and Thursday morning back and 

forth to school!  
When my mother was asked, “what 

did you like about going to school?” she 
replied, “it was a very good experience 
being out with the college students each 
day.  In the classroom, each of us had our 
own private student guide who helped 
us with the material and the computer 
skills.”  When my mother was asked what 
was difficult about the course, she replied, 
“using the computer and remembering all 
the programs.”  

What about homework? Well, Dave 
sure had their backs when it came to 
completing homework. He provided each 
lady with her own laptop, a textbook, spiral 

notebook and yellow highlighter!  
Additionally, he appointed some 
of the staff to serve as tutors and 
provided time for study sessions. 
Every class, they were prepared 
with homework assignments 
completed and ready.  

On May 11th of this year, Dave 
and the staff at Mount View had 
a beautiful ceremony honoring 
the three ladies for completing 
their first-ever college course.  
The staff made a beautiful sheet 
cake and invited all the residents 
and guests to the auditorium for a 
chance to see the students come 
up on the stage and receive their 
certificates of completion.  In 
his remarks, Dave said, “These 
three ladies taught me a lot.  
They demonstrated what taking 
success to the next level and what 
feeling better really means.  They 
blew my mind.  The experience 
became not only about going to 
college but about making your 
dreams become possible.” 

My mother absolutely concurs, she said, “If it 
wasn’t for Dave, his wife Chris, and the staff at Mount 
View, I wouldn’t have had the opportunity and 
experience to ever go to college.   This experience 
made my dream come true.”

When all was said and done, the three ladies 
earned a B in the class.   And did I say, my mom is 
91 years old?

Karen Wiseman is a retired teacher and dedicated 
Buffalo Jewish Coalition for Literacy Volunteer and 
devoted Ride for Roswell rider and supporter.  

Cecile Tegler with her graduation certificate

– Worldwide Travel Service –
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Pieper Travel Bureau Inc.

Our reputation for excellence is the foundation of our business.
403 Main St. Buffalo, NY 14203
www.piepertravel.com 716-856-3525

Cecile Tegler, David and Christine Tosetto and the two other residents/students
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East Aurora
Farmers Market
at the Aurora Village Shopping Center
123 Grey Street • East Aurora

May 7th - Nov. 23rd
Wednesdays & Saturdays • 7am-1pm

RAIN OR SHINE

Local Producers Providing 
vegetables  • fruits  • jams  • herbs

eggs  • sausage  • maple syrup
honey  • plants • and more!
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at the Aurora Village Shopping Center

May 7th - Nov. 23rd
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today!
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CLOTHING CONSIGNMENT

Hours:
Tues. - Sat. 10am - 5pm

2231 Wehrle Drive
Williamsville, NY 14221

634-3919

The Forest Condo for Sale
$219,900

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms
fireplace, air-conditioning,  

double garage
Call Sylvia 

716-698-4849 or 716-983-0043

NO AGENTS

Jerry Gradl Motors Inc
Est 1958

Gerald G Gradl
Jerrygradl@hotmail.com

WE BUY CARS
711 Niagara Falls Blvd
N Tonawanda NY 14120

6704 Transit Rd
Williamsville, NY 14221

716-743-4001
Cell 716-432-8987

716-428-3489



CALL 557-1271 TO SCHEDULE A 
FREE ONE HOUR CONSULTATION
33 Melrose Road, Williamsville, NY 14221
Benjamin D. Oppenheimer, DDS
Visit www.ConciergeDentalGroup.com

When it comes to mini, standard 
or wide diameter implants,
Experience Matters!

Whether standard, mini or wide,
Dr. Oppenheimer and the 

Concierge Dental Group team
have the perfect implant 

for any circumstance.




