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Ellen Goldstein, Editor

This month’s Jewish Journal of WNY begins our 4th 
year of publication. And we begin in the first Adar 
month–Adar I, as 5776 is a leap year. Did you know 
that the Jewish calendar has 13 months in a leap year? 
There are 29 or 30 days in each month in a Jewish 
leap year, which has 383, 384, or 385 days. An extra 
month, Adar I, is added after the month of Shevat and 
before the month of Adar in a leap year. The month 
is also known as Adar Rishon or Adar Alef. According 
to Jewish tradition, Adar is a lucky and happy month. 

As we begin our 4th year, I feel both lucky and 
happy to be able to be a part of this publication, which 
is working to build community in 2016’s Buffalo! Of 
course, we have our funny Purim photo on the cover 
(and I bet you can’t name all the people pictured.)

This month, we feature a Federation and Bureau 
of Jewish Education-sponsored program “If Everyone 
Read the Same Book” on March 30 with Alan Morinis, 
and we hope you will join us there. There are great 
Super Sunday photos of everyone from little to big, 
making our community a bit better! Say “Mazel tov” as 
you read about Rabbi Alex Lazarus-Klein at the NFJC 
event, TBZ and the Town Square Food Pantry’s first 
anniversary, Elinor Weiss’ national CAMERA award 
and Cantor Penny Myer’s national work. You’ll find 
a Weinberg update and have the opportunity to read 
a very moving essay by Dr. Drucy Borowitz about her 
late father, Rabbi Eugene Borowitz. 

So here we come, 2016! See you at Purim parties 
this month. Be happy! It’s Adar!

Ellen Goldstein - Editor
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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  C O L U M N

Howard Rosenhoch 
President, Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo
Howard Rosenhoch 
President, Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo

All hands on deck!! That was the theme, 
and the reality, as the Jewish Community 
Center Benderson Building was transformed 
Sunday, January 31 into a beehive of 
Jewish community-building and Federation 
fundraising for our annual Super Sunday 
festival. I was so gratified as I looked around 
during Super Sunday’s activities to see 
volunteers, professionals and staff from all 
segments of the Jewish Community come 
together with singular vision and purpose.  

Our dedicated and hardworking Federation 
staff members deserve special mention. From 
CEO to professionals to support staff, every one 
of our employees was there each step of the way. 
Beginning before 9 a.m. when volunteers began 
arriving for breakfast and training to well after 
2:30 p.m. when the last call was made to solicit 
a donation and to thank a donor for his or her 
generosity, our staff guided the entire process.  
They made sure that Super Sunday turned out 
to be the success that it was. It’s appropriate, 

therefore, that I take this 
opportunity to introduce you to 
our Federation staff, who are so 
deserving of our thanks for the 
jobs that they do on our behalf.

Let’s start with Campaign 
Director, Randi Morkisz.  Randi 
currently works in collaboration 
with Campaign and Women’s 
Philanthropy Chairs, Leslie 
Kramer and Julie Weinberg, 
and their Cabinet to build and 
maintain positive relationships 
with our donors, who are 
so important to the work of 
Federation. Kudos to Randi, and 
her Super Sunday chairs Jessica 
and Frank Altman and Co-Chair 
Dina Benderson for another 
fantastic Super Sunday.

The money donated to 
Federation must be carefully 
and judiciously managed.  That’s 
where CFO, Debbie Pivarsi, 
comes in.  Debbie’s crisp and 
effective financial management 
is a key reason Federation was 
awarded a top 4-star rating by 
Charity Navigator. Debbie also 
provides critical accounting 
and bookkeeping assistance to 
a number of our agencies, one 
of the ways Federation uses 
economies of scale to streamline 
community administrative 
functions.

Randi and Debbie are assisted 
year round and on Super Sunday 
by Campaign Associate Mary Jo 
Fragale, Accounting Manager 

Lori Lewkowicz, and Campaign/
Accounting Assistant Nadine Ryback. 
On Super Sunday, donor cards must be 
distributed to volunteer phone callers, 
completed cards collected, pledges 
entered and thank you notes to donors 
generated.  Mary Jo, Lori and Nadine, 
working alongside Super Sunday’s 
amazing and efficient office and 
accounting volunteers, who make sure 
this critical work is seamlessly done.

Engagement Director Miriam 
Abramovich, PJ Library Director Mandy 
Weiss, Community Shlicha Lital Liberty, 
Hillel Fellow Dan Metchnik, and Talent 
and Leadership Coordinator Evie 
Weinstein could be seen all over the JCC, 
working on the Super Sunday programs 
that made this day one of community 
building as much as fundraising. 
At the Donate for Life table, Nickel 
City Jews’ young professionals and 
Millennials collected cheek swabs from 
potential bone marrow donors. Our 
staff coordinated with our synagogue 
Hebrew School partners leading 6th 
and 7th graders in a doing/teaching 
philanthropy project. PJ Library held 
a Jewish content book reading event 
which enthralled our youngest toddlers 
(and future donors). And throughout the 
day, we were reminded of our unique 
connection to our Jewish brothers and 
sisters in Israel and around the world.

Ellen Goldstein, Managing Editor 
of the Jewish Journal, could be seen, 
cameras in hand, recording for posterity 
all that went on, along with JCC President 
Gretchen Gross. In her role as Marketing 
& Community Relations Director, Ellen 
invited and hosted celebrity guests from 
the political and media world, insuring 
widespread community support for and 
media coverage of Super Sunday.  

Joan Kwiatkowski, our Executive 
Assistant, is known around the office as 
“Joan of all trades.” Leading up to Super 
Sunday, Joan was instrumental in setting 
the stage for our success and during the 
event she was at the ready to help ensure 
that everything went smoothly.

Rob Goldberg, our CEO/Executive 
Director, provides the glue that holds 
it all together. It is Rob’s vision that 
building community is the pathway to 
developing leadership at all levels, which 
in turn inspires each of us to invest in 
the work of and give more to Federation 
and our agencies and synagogues. 
Rob empowers his staff to think out 
of the box and reimagine new ways of 
doing things.  At the same time, Rob 
encourages the creation of new ways of 
problem solving and the development of 
inventive initiatives. Rob’s fingerprints 
are all over the work of Federation’s 
staff.  In this piece, I’ve identified the 
positions held by each of our staffers.  
Those titles, however, don’t define 
the limits of their roles. Under Rob’s 
leadership, our staff is multidimensional 
and has each other’s back. Ours is an 
incredibly cooperative and collaborative 
group, and we are richer and wiser for 
that.

Thank you to our small–yet 
impactful–Federation staff for a great 
Super Sunday, and the terrific work you 
do for the Buffalo Jewish Community 
year round. Look for the list of our Super 
Sunday volunteers next month.  

Women’s Philanthropy Presents 
an event at the Albright-Knox Art Gallery

Monet & the Impressionist Revolution
1860-1910

Tuesday, March 8
10:15- Tour of Show, 11:45  Lunch

COST: Tour & Lunch  $38/ $27 for AKAG Members.  Kosher meals available upon request
Spaces limited. Sign up early. RSVP to 204-2250 or Call Randi Morkisz for more info 204-2245
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C O M M U N I T Y

What If Everyone 
Read the Same Book?
Learning Breaks out!
Plunk into your favorite reading 

chair and be prepared to join your 
friends and neighbors this month for 
the Jewish Federation and Bureau 
of Jewish Education’s very special 
program, “What If Everyone Read the 
Same Book.” The FREE event takes 
place March 30 at 7:00pm in Temple 
Beth Tzedek.  

Alan Morinis’ first book, Climbing 
Jacob’s Ladder chronicles his journey of 
spiritual exploration, and is the book that 
will be featured. This special program is 
chaired by Cantor Mark Horowitz and 
a group of community leaders. “I am 
thrilled to be part of this effort by the 
Jewish Community of Buffalo”, said 
Cantor Horowitz. “Alan will not only 
be discussing his book, he also will be 
leading us in an amazing activity to 
stimulate our own spiritual awareness!”  

Jewish by birth, though from a secular 
family, Alan Morinis took a deep journey 
into Hinduism and Buddhism as a 
young man. He received a doctorate 
from Oxford University for his study 
of Hindu pilgrimage, learned yoga in 
India with B.K.S. Iyengar, and attended 
his first Buddhist meditation course in 
the Himalayas in 1974. But in 1997, 
when his film career went off track, and 
he reached for some spiritual oxygen, 
this time he felt inspired to explore 
his Jewish heritage. In his reading he 
happened upon a tradition of spiritual 

practice called Mussar that dates from 
the 10th century and that became a 
socio-spiritual movement in 19th 
century Europe. Gradually he realized he 
had stumbled on an insightful discipline 
for self-development, complete with 
meditative, contemplative, chanting, 
and other well-developed transformative 
practices designed to penetrate the 
deepest roots of the inner life.

Eventually reaching the limits of what 
he could learn on his own, and yet still 
wanting to go farther, he realized he 
would have to seek out a Mussar teacher. 
That goal was not easily achieved, 
since almost the entire world of the 
Mussar tradition had been eliminated 
in the Holocaust. In time, he did find 
an accomplished master who stood in 

The Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo is 
thrilled to welcome Alan Morinis,  

Dean of The Mussar Institute to Buffalo  
as a Scholar in Residence March 28-30. 2016. 

During his residency, he will be meeting  
with a variety of Jewish professional  

as well as volunteer leaders,  
and also with interfaith leaders of the  

Network of Religious Communities.  

Cantor Mark Horowitz
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C O M M U N I T Y

* All of HUNT Real Estate ERA Gross Closed Commission and #1 total Units Buffalo / Niagara Region 2013.

716.553.8384
bsclement@aol.com

BONNIE CLEMENT

Beth Joseph, Bari Spokane, Bonnie Clement, Sheryl Martin

Broker for HUNT Real 
Estate ERA,* which includes 
1,100 sales associates and 
38 offices nationwide from 
Buffalo to Albany and the 
State of Arizona

#1
HUNT Real Estate ERA 
congratulates Bonnie 
on her remarkable, 

2013, 2014, 
2015!!!

Annual Dinner Honoring 
Rivke Berkowitz(z”l)

SAVE THE DATE
Monday, June 20

Temple Beth Tzedek

Call 836-6903 for more information  
or to purchase an ad in our adbook

an unbroken line of 
transmission of the 
Mussar tradition, and 
who lived at the center 
of a community of 
Orthodox Jews on Long 
Island. This book tells 
the story of Morinis’s 
journey to meet his 
teacher and what he 
learned from him, and 
reveals the central 
teachings and practices 
that are the spiritual 
treasury and legacy of 
Mussar.

Mussar transformed 
Alan Morinis’s life. He 
has written this book 
because the wisdom 
and practices that 
helped him so much 
have not penetrated 
the world beyond the 
confines of Orthodox 
Judaism and may not 
be fully appreciated 
even there at this time. 
His hope is that Jews 

and non-Jews alike will find in Mussar a time-tested 
path of spiritual practice that will help them discover the 
hidden radiance within.

This program is sponsored by Jewish Federation of Buffalo 
and co-sponsored by the Bureau of Jewish Education and the 
Jewish Community Center.

For more information contact Evie Weinstein at 
eweinstein@jfedbflo.com.  

 Alan Morinis
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C O M M U N I T Y

Super Sunday Builds Community!
The Jewish Federation Annual Campaign’s Super Sunday event, held this year January 31, was more than a feel-good 

day! All the volunteers attending “did good” as well as felt good. The JCC was buzzing with phone callers, thank you 
callers, teens & tweens runners, PJ Library story time, a Nickel City Jews leadership meeting, 6th and 7th grade Sunday 
School students and Day School students learning about and sharing Jewish Buffalo!
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C O M M U N I T Y

THANK YOU CORPORATE SPONSORS!
We thank the following community businesses who have donated either 

goods or services to help make Super Sunday 2016 a great success:

Alethea’s Chocolates
Altman Dental

Anderson’s
Bagel Jay’s

Buffalo Spree Publishing
Delta Sonic Car Wash

Dipson Theatres
Falletta’s Restaurant

G-S Sales
Giancarlo’s Sicilian Steak House & Pizzeria

Jack Astor’s Bar & Grill

JCC of Greater Buffalo

Jonny C’s NY Deli & Caterers

Lebro’s

Leon Studio One

Mr. Snacks

Pizza Plant

Premier Group

Risa’s Restaurant

Russell’s Steaks, Chops & More 

Santora’s Pizza Pub & Grill

Serendipity Salon-Yvonne Brauen

Siena Restaurant

Tony Walker & Co.

Tony Walker Body & Beauty

Tops Markets

Total Tan

Wegmans
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C O M M U N I T Y

The NFJC Award luncheon 
January 27 2016

The following is the event’s opening invocation, 
given by NFC honoree Rabbi Alex Lazarus-Klein

Thousands of years ago many of our ancestors stood on the 
precipice of disaster.  On one side, the mighty Egyptian army 
poised to attack at any moment.  On the other side, a sea so 
wide and deep crossing it seemed impossible.  And, there we 
were, thousands of us, who after generations of slavery and 
degradation, were sure that the end was near.  The faith of 
Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca, Jacob and Leah and 
Rachel, would soon be wiped from the world.

And, then, a miracle happened.  One person decided against all 
odds to step forward.  The person was not Moses or Aaron or Miriam, 
he was not the head of a tribe, or in another leadership capacity, he 
was just a simple man named Nachshon, who, when everybody else 
was stuck, stepped forward into the sea and allowed it to part.

Today, on this day where the NFJC celebrates the power of 
leadership, I invoke the memory of Nachson.  May he give us the 
strength to move forward even when we think all hope is lost.  May 
he give us the strength to look beyond our assigned leaders to 
cultivate leaders in unexpected places.  May he give us the strength 
to know that miracles are possible and that we all must have chazak 
vemetz, fortitude and courage, to face any obstacles that lie in our 
path.

We call upon the spirit of all life, the life of all worlds, in whatever 
name your tradition chooses to use, to bless this meeting, to bless 
our leadership, bless organizations like the NFJC, that can transform 
the world for the better.

Thank you  
for your  

UJF 2016 Gift!

If you have not yet made a 2016 gift,  
go to www.jfedbuffalo.com and  

make yours today!
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C O M M U N I T Y

PAUL J. MICHAELS

ART DECO DIAMOND RING
Made in our work room.

Leading Birthright Israel for the first time
By Lital Liberty,  

Buffalo’s Israeli Shalicha

I recently returned from leading a UB Birthright trip with my husband and UB’s Buffalo 
Hillel Director, Dan Metchnik. I have to admit that I wasn’t supposed to lead this Birthright 
Israel trip. But an unusual chain of events made this happen. I hesitated at first whether 
or not I should go. Now, don’t get me wrong. I was really excited to lead Birthright, but my 
first thought was “I’ve done this trip so many times in the past.  Why should I do it again?” 
Obviously I was wrong. This trip was AMAZING! It is not every day that you get to lead a 
Birthright trip with your significant, most adorable, other. 

them on a quest to find “Knafeh” (sweet dessert)!  
I love the concept of Birthright.  It is a “taste” of Israel. I would 

have loved to show the students every piece of beauty in it, but 
I guess that is something they will have to explore on their own. 

Most of the students on our trip were from UB, and at some 
point we connected with eight soldiers who joined us on 

five days of our journey. It 
was incredible to see how 
the soldiers and students 
bonded with each other, so 
different yet so alike. This 
meeting was one of the 
most powerful events of the 
trip. Israel’s army can be 
and is often depicted as a 
“monster” by the media, so 
meeting these soldiers who 
represent the “monster”,  
and understanding how 
sweet and incredible they 
are is such a strong and 
meaningful thing. 

So yes, we climbed 
Masada, floated in the Dead 
Sea, hiked Mount Arbel, 
visited the ruins of Caesarea, 
listened to Fetty Wap on 
the bus (the students made 
us play him), ate in Tel-
Aviv, viewed the Sea of 
Galilee, and, among other 
activities, also had a tiny 
virus on the bus that tried 
to sabotage our trip- with 
no success. And of course 
I didn’t forget to mention 
that we were privileged to 
be in Jerusalem. 

Even though I’m 
relatively young, I definitely 
felt like I was 20 years old 
again on this trip. I truly 
wish that I will have more 
opportunities to lead 
birthright trips in the future.

I’ve learned to love 
Buffalo as if it were my home, 
but I only get this incredible 
feeling of excitement when 
I arrive in Israel.  I’m far 
from believing that Israel is 
a perfect place, but there is 
something so extraordinary 
about it that once you are 
there, you forget about all 
the things you don’t like. I 
guess no matter how many 
times I’ve been to Israel in 
the past, it is always exciting 
to be there.

As a shalicha, I educate 
people about Israel,  and 
I always encourage them 
to try to visualize it. And 
now, finally, for the first 
time instead of me bringing 
Israel to Buffalo I was able 
to bring Buffalo to Israel. I 
enjoyed sharing my “Israeli 
wisdom” with the students. 
I guess it sounds silly, 
but it was so meaningful 
to me to explain to them 
what “Shakshuka”(egg & 
tomatoes) or “Jachnun” 
(sweet pastry) is. I even sent 

Lital Liberty & Dan Metchnik with UB Hillel students in Israel
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C O M M U N I T Y

We are pleased to feature Buffalo-born and bred Marci Wiseman for this month’s Four 
Questions. Marci returned to Buffalo last year after working in southern Florida and this fall 
led the Jewish community’s active participation in FinnFest. Welcome “home” Marci!

The FOUR QUESTIONS
By Rob Goldberg

3.  What led to your decision to move back to the Buffalo community?
Many people have asked me: What was I thinking moving from Miami back to Buffalo? The truth is, 
I have always loved Buffalo, and it was never my intention to leave – but when there were no jobs 
in my original field (Public Relations) upon graduation, I left town for a Master’s Degree in Jew-
ish Education which was what I had been doing as a side line since age 13 (thanks to Shay Mintz, 
Elaine Altman, Rae Abramowitz, Joe Poisson, Judy Grossbard, Ellen Singerman…!) This took me to 
Cleveland, Baltimore, Miami and up and down the Southeast/Seaboard coastline. When my job with 
USCJ was eliminated last year, I realized that it was time to come home.

The sound of 2000 teens singing Birkat haMazon (Grace After Meals) at a USY 
International Convention when I was in high school. To be in a room with that 
many people all united, vocally, around a singular idea… that’s powerful!  And it 
happened again at the USCJ (United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism) Centen-
nial in 2014… Only this time, I was a grownup singing at the table and it was the 
USYers present who were up and dancing around the room.

 2. What makes you passionate about working in the Jewish community?
I am passionate about the potential Judaism offers: I love that it is endlessly interpretable 
(in all denominations) and can be molded and shaped to fit each unique being’s mode of 
expression. I love that Judaism offers infinite opportunities for ritual, practice, and engage-
ment for every person, every kind of family,  every season, every holiday, and every milestone. 
That, if one looks beyond the perceived “limitations,” one can actually find opportunities for 
personal, spiritual, relational, and professional growth. Working for the broader Jewish com-
munity allows for a chance to meet and connect with a diverse range of people, of all faiths 
and beliefs, and all at different points in their experience with Judaism.  

To actually BE more vibrant and welcoming. Say hello to a face you don’t recognize at that wine tasting or 
mixer. Offer a glass of water to your guest or interviewee. Welcome and explore fresh ideas about engage-
ment. Be friendly and curious – Buffalo is soon to be flooded with new people, the national, if not world, 
spotlight is on us - let’s be that open tent of welcome like Jacob was to the (angel) strangers (Gen 18: 2-9).

1.  What has been the most meaningful Jewish experience of your life?

5. BONUS Question:  
What makes this Jewish community different from all other Jewish communities?
Every community I have worked with would exclaim, “…but OUR community is different!” and the truth is… they all were!  
And Buffalo, too, is completely different from all other communities, and while there seems to be a lot of hand-wringing 
about the declining numbers and changing demographics, I think this is where the potential is – our strength is in our 
intimacy, our close relationships, geographically and biologically to one another.  If we can lower the gates and work 
together, as a united front, we could accomplish great things and be a beacon for other communities around the country, 
as they seek change, as well.  We don’t have to be BIG, we just have to be STRONG.

4. What is one idea that can make our community more vibrant and welcoming?

Marci with her mom, Karla Wiseman, 
who works at the JCC, together in 
Savannah, GA.

Marci and Rob 
Goldberg

Marci with  
her father, 
Louis Wiseman
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C O M M U N I T Y

Celebrating Town Square Food Pantry’s First Anniversary
By Rabbi Gary Pokras

This week marks the one year anniversary 
of a remarkable collaboration at the Town 
Square Food Pantry, which is jointly operated 
by Temple Beth Zion and Catholic Charities at 
the Town Square Center for Aging. 

There is a lot to love about this pantry. First 
and foremost, it provides food for those who 
are hungry in a dignified fashion. Even more, 
our specially trained volunteers care for the 
overall well-being of our clients by learning 
about their specific needs and connecting them 
to relevant community resources. Second, the 
pantry brings Jews and Christians together to 
serve God by serving humanity. This initiative 
is building bridges not only between the Jewish 
and Catholic communities, but within the Jewish 
community by bringing Reform and Orthodox 
Jews together. In addition, a growing number 
of greater community organizations have gotten 
involved, creating a ever widening scope of services 
including transportation and fresh produce from 
two community gardens. Finally, our wonderful 
volunteers have discovered that doing this holy 
work nourishes not only the hungry, but the souls 
of those who serve: it has brought them closer to 
our clients, to each other and to God.

There is so much to celebrate, and I offer 
my heartfelt gratitude and congratulations to 
everyone who is involved!

Here’s what others are saying about the project:

Rabbi Adam Scheldt – Temple Beth Zion
“It has been incredibly amazing to see the 

Town Square Food Pantry blossom and flower over 
the course of the year. Supporting and watching 
our volunteers not only embody, but enjoy the 
amazing Jewish values that underpin so much 
of what the Pantry is and does is an amazing 
gift.  Their efforts and the pantry itself truly bring 
light to dark places and can inspire us all.”

Amy Schaefer – Temple Beth Zion 
Lead Coordinator

“We are excited about our 
successful collaboration with 
Catholic Charities and the broader 
community. The Food Pantry will 
continue to look for opportunities 
to expand its outreach to serve more 
clients. With over 20 volunteers 
who come on a regular basis and 
more who have helped with holiday 
food preparation and collections, 
we are very pleased to celebrate 
the first anniversary of the Town 
Square Food Pantry together.”

Jen Scheibner – Community Assistant 
at Catholic Charities

“The Town Square Food Pantry 
has been a wonderful addition to 
the community. We are delighted 
to be a part of this operation in 
helping those in need.” 

The Town Square Food Pantry is 
funded by the Foundation for Jewish 
Philanthropies in partnership 
with a small group of anonymous 
donors who provided the capital 

improvements to create and equip the 
facility. The Foundation also established 
the Buffalo Mazon Fund which supports 
Food Pantry operations and food purchases 
through the Food Bank of Western New 
York. If you are interested in contributing 
to the Buffalo Mazon Fund, please contact 
Peter Fleischmann, Foundation Director by 
phone at 204-1133 or by email at peter@
jewishphilanthropies.org

Currently the Town Square Food Pantry is serving 

nearly 175 families and about 40 residents at the Jewish 

Federation Housing unit and also reaches out throughout 

the zip codes of 14221 and 14068 in Amherst, New York 

region. Town Square Food Pantry located just west of the 

Weinberg Campus in Amherst welcomes donations or if 

you are in need of their services please call 716-391-2921.

This piece is taken from Rabbi Gary Pokras’ 

blog. You can find it at: www.rabbigarypokras.com/

blog/happy-anniversary.

R A B B I ’ S  C O L U M N

Rabbi Gary Pokras

Volunteers from Temple Beth Zion unpacking food at the Town Square Food Pantry this winter
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Elinor Weiss Honored by CAMERA 
as 2016 Letter-Writer of the Year 

CAMERA, a national media 
watchdog organization which 
advocates for accuracy in Middle East 
reporting, will honor Elinor Weiss of 
East Amherst as its 2016 Letter Writer 
of the Year. A retired educator from 
the Buffalo Public Schools, Elinor 
Weiss had her first letter published 
in the New York World - Telegram and 
Sun when she was still a teenager.  
She graduated from the University of 
Buffalo where she met her husband, 
Joel. They have been married for 47 
years.

Elinor has long been active in Jewish 
and communal causes. In 1987, Elinor 
and her family visited refuseniks in the 
Soviet Union. She and Joel sponsored 
a family to resettle in the Buffalo 
area. In 1991, while Legislative Affairs 
Chair for National Council of Jewish 
Women, Buffalo Section, Elinor received 

the Hannah G. Solomon Award for her 
role in getting New York State to clean 
up a toxic waste site in Cheektowaga, 

New York. In 1992, Elinor ran for State 
Assembly.

Her first trip to Israel in 2002 was 
inspired by Elinor’s participation in 
Florence Melton adult Jewish education 
classes. Upon her return, Elinor joined 
CAMERA’s Letter-Writing Group in 2003. 
Since then, she has written numerous 
letters to newspapers, radio stations 
and other media outlets holding them 
to account for inaccurate reporting 
regarding Israel. Many of Elinor’s letters 
have been published. An active member 
of CAMERA’s Letter-Writing Advisory 
Board, bringing numerous media issues 
to the fore, she led the subcommittee to 
create materials for workshops training 
others to respond to media bias, leading 
many such workshops herself.

In addition, Elinor works with local 
Jewish organizations and synagogues to 
organize numerous pro-Israel programs, 

attracting and educating hundreds of 
community members. These programs 
have included, “Tolerating Intolerance,” 
which highlighted the university 
experience, “How to Talk about Israel,” 
and “Promoting the Truth about Israel: 
Let’s network to counter the lies.” 
Working with the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Buffalo and Hebrew High, Elinor 
brought speakers to arm high school 
students with techniques to counter 
anti-Israel propaganda on college 
campuses.

She has brought CAMERA’s Dexter Van 
Zile to her community to speak about 
“How Mainline Churches View Israel,” 
and CAMERA’s Steven Stotsky about 
“Butchering the Truth: The Media War 
against Israel.” Last spring, Elinor was 
instrumental in organizing the Buffalo 
premier showing of the documentary, 
“The J Street Challenge,” which exposed 
the true agenda of the organization J 
Street, and arranged for Ilya Feoktistov, 
the director and former research director 
of Americans for Peace and Tolerance, to 
be on hand to answer questions.

“A CAMERA Honorable Mention 
awardee in 2007, 2011 and 2015, Elinor 
Weiss is an activist who makes her voice 
heard locally in her community, and 
nationally through her own letters to 
the media and the letters of all those 
whom she has educated and trained,” a 
CAMERA spokesperson said. “ She truly 
exemplifies the impact one person can 
have in combating anti-Israel bias and 
setting the record straight.”  

“CAMERA is proud to honor Elinor 
for her wonderful dedication and hard 
work in educating the public and press 
about Israel and the wider Middle East!  
She proves once more the power of 
the individual voice in the information 
battle on behalf of the Jewish state.”

Elinor’s honor will be officially 
awarded at CAMERA’s Annual Dinner 
on Sunday, April 10, 2016 at Chelsea 
Piers in New York City.  

Honorable Mentions go to the ten 
other dedicated and articulate writers 
who have worked tirelessly to promote 
fair and factual information about Israel 
and the Middle East, including Dr. Dan 
Trigoboff of Amherst, NY. The letters of 
these honorees have been published in 
local, national and international media 
outlets and have been frequent and 
consistently excellent.

Elinor Weiss
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Mazel Tov, Cantor Penny

Cantor Penny S. Myers of 
Temple Beth Zion has recently 
been unanimously nominated by 
her cantorial peers to serve on the 
Executive Council of the Cantors 
Assembly for a 3 year term. Cantor 
Myers will be officially appointed, as 
well as receive her Hazzan/Minister 
Commission, Monday April 4th at the 
Park Avenue Synagogue in New York 
City.

For over 10 years Cantor Myers has 
infused Temple Beth Zion and our 
Buffalo community with her energy 
and enthusiasm for Judaism and is a 
champion for our people. Her talent 
and expertise in the Cantorial Art, and 
knowledge of Jewish music history has 
led her to leadership positions both in 
the larger Buffalo community as well 
as within the Cantors Assembly. Her 
infectious and joyful bimah presence 
has enabled her to give concerts most 
recently in Toronto, Long Island, and 
Philadelphia. Cantor Myers’ natural 
ability to connect with children and 
adults in a meaningful, thoughtful way 
is one of the reasons why folks flock to 
Temple Beth Zion to be part of her adult 
education classes, Women of the Book, 
hear her daven and perform in concert.

This upcoming July, Cantor Myers 
will represent Temple Beth Zion with 
members of Cantors Assembly and 
hundreds of Jews as they attend an 
important Cantors Mission to Spain. A 

few years back, Cantor Myers joined her 
colleagues on a mission to Germany, 
where she was chosen as a soloist to 
premier a new piece of music written by 
Cantor Charles Osborne of Temple Sinai 
in Toronto. This piece entitled “I Did Not 
Speak Out” was performed at the Dachau 
concentration camp.

The Cantors Assembly, the largest 
organization of professional Cantors and 
Hazzonim promotes the profession of the 
Cantorate, serving its members and their 
congregations by supporting colleagues 
in their roles as vibrant, engaging, vital 
clergy and musical leaders. Affiliated 
with the Conservative/Masorti move-
ment, we serve congregations from 
across the denominational spectrum. 
We seek to ensure that our members are 
fully prepared to lead synagogues and 
the whole Jewish community through 
an ever-evolving musical and spiritual 
landscape.

Poppy Seeds for Purim
A favorite tradition of Purim has been to consume Haman’s fleas, represented by 

poppy seed treats. Who knew!? When I was a little girl, my parents and I would visit 
our dear family friend Clara Sarles on Saturday afternoons. She would always treat us 
to her famous Poppy Seed Cookies (Mohn Kichel). 50 years later, here is a recipe that 
reminds me of those delicious gems....

Poppy Seed Cookies

3/4 c sugar
1 stick butter

2 eggs
1 tsp lemon zest
4 tsp lemon juice

1 tsp vanilla
2 3/4 c flour

2 tsp baking powder
pinch salt

1/4 c poppy seeds

Preheat oven to 350. Cream sugar and butter in large bowl.  Add eggs, one at a 
time. Stir in zest, lemon juice and vanilla. Add flour, baking powder and salt.  Beat 
dough until smooth and combined. Add poppy seeds and stir to combine.

Roll the cookies out on floured board to 1/8” and cut into circles.
Place the cookies 1” apart on greased cookie sheets and bake 20 minutes till 

golden. Cool and enjoy with a gleser tei!

5th Annual Bourbon & BBQ Dinner
Sunday, April 10th - Limited Seating
Tickets Available at Gates Circle Wine & Liquor

Cantor Penny Myers
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Report from Weinberg Campus 
By Kenneth Rogers, 

Board Chair

An important era in the history 
of elder care at the national, state, 
and local levels has come to an end 
with the announcement that David 
Dunkelman, president and CEO of 
Weinberg Campus for 30 years, has 
retired. David has been a lightning 
rod for both praise and criticism over 
his many years of service, but that is 
true of all who choose to lead and to 
invoke necessary change. With strong 
support from his board of directors 
and funders, David’s vision moved 
our approach to caring for the frail 
old from “warehousing” to one of 
maximizing individual potential. 
David’s mantra was always “given 
the right circumstances and supports, 
all but the frailest can improve their 
physical and mental capacities, no 
matter their age.” He proved it time 
and time again at Weinberg Campus.

 In his retirement letter to the board 
of directors, David reflected on his past 
thirty years and a “…wonderfully talented 
confederation, devoted to creating 
a passage for frail old in America’s 
healthcare wilderness.” We were fortunate 
to be the beneficiaries of his brilliant 
imagination and our community thanks 
him for sharing his most productive 
professional years with us. David’s 
accomplishments are highlighted below. 
Fortunately, David will take on the role of 
president emeritus and will continue to 
work on special projects. Meanwhile the 
board of directors has formed a search 
committee to select the next CEO.

The Campus continues to make 
significant progress in its transition 
process, with important milestones 
being reached in the past month. 
A financing plan has been developed 
with our partners at the Foundation for 
Jewish Philanthropies and at M&T Bank. 
In addition, the board of directors has 
selected our investment banker to help 

us with the sale of some or all of our buildings 
and services. That process is now underway and 
we expect to be receiving notices of interest as 
we move through the spring. We remain totally 
committed to continuing our mission. 

More important than all of the above is the reality 
that our situation is stable. Our various survey 
processes with the New York State Department 
of Health show that our quality of care is better 
than ever. We have seen an uptick in interest in 
our assisted living and skilled nursing facilities. 
Weinberg Campus will start to become more visible 
in the community as we more aggressively fill our 
apartment vacancies.   

David Dunkelman’s Professional Highlights:
David Dunkelman came to Buffalo in 1984 

as Assistant Administrator, and shortly after 
took reins of the Rosa Coplon Jewish Home and 
Infirmary, a 166 bed nursing home and health 
related facility located on Symphony Circle in the 
City of Buffalo. David recognized that the standard 
of care at the time was not adequately serving our 
older adult population and that the community 
was not “honoring its fathers and mothers” with 
the best possible care. He set about working with 
nationally-known advisors and with local Jewish 
community leaders to create something totally 
new – to be known as Menorah Campus (later 
changed to Weinberg Campus). 

The first phase in the development of Weinberg 
Campus physically and programmatically 
connected the nursing home with the first 
Jewish Adult Home in New York State and with 
independent housing. The combined campus 
received the National Award for Design in Aging 
from the American Institute of Architects (AIA) 
and American Association of Homes for the Aging 

(AAHA). Weinberg Campus 
and its original contractor, the 
Frank L. Ciminelli Construction 
Co., received the 1995 Build 
New York Award.  Rosa Coplon 
won the fourth annual Peter F. 
Drucker Award for Non-Profit 
Innovation, the only time 
this coveted national award 
recognized an organization 
serving the elderly.

Dunkelman oversaw 
the second phase of the 
development of Weinberg 
Campus with the region’s first 
assistive living buildings for 
frailty and dementia, as well as a 
full range of programs reaching 
into the community: Three 
adult day-care programs for 
social, medical and dementia 
needs; licensed home care and 
a long-term home health-care 
program. 

Weinberg Campus’ third 
phase of development has 
focused on reaching out to 
the profoundly frail living 
in the community. The 
first component was a pre-
PACE site (Program for All-
Inclusive Care for the Elderly), 
a dually capitated (Medicaid 
and Medicare) care system 
to provide the full needs of 
community living to indigent 
participants who are frail 
enough to qualify for nursing 
home placement. 

The new complex, with its 
Day Health Center attached 
to a 120-unit low-income 
apartment building located 
on the Audubon Parkway 
side of the campus, received 
the American Institute of 
Architecture Award for the 
Outstanding New Building 
in the region. It was also 
recognized by the HUD Center 
for Faith-Based and Community 
Initiatives, Washington DC. 
This innovative co-location 
of services and low-income 
housing for the profoundly frail 
in the community also helped 
stimulate federal grants and 
construction of three 50-unit, 
low-income buildings adjacent 
to the Day Health Center on the 
Campus. It also led to the joint 

Kenneth Rogers
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Remember how 
bagels used to taste?

That’s what you’ll taste 
today at Bagel Jay’s, 
consistently delicious 

deli favorites 
in every bite.

Pickup & 
Dropoff service available

finest dark roasted coffees • fresh-baked bagels • signature tuna fish • and more!

finest mouth-watering n.y. bagels since 1976 • homemade shmears • deli sandwiches • soups • salads

MARSHALL’S PLAZA
2130 Delaware Ave, Buffalo

716.874.1800

DASH’S PLAZA
100 A Plaza Dr, Williamsville

716.639.1000www.bageljays.com  

Let Us Do the Work!

Hosting Brunch?

Preventative 
Dental Ser vices:
• Exams 
• Rout ine Teeth C leaning 
• Dig i ta l  X-Rays 
• Porcela in Veneer s
• Teeth Whitening 
• Composi te Bonding

Restorative 
Dental Ser vices:
• Fi l l ings 
• Par t ia l  Denture 
• Br idges 
• Denta l  Crowns 
• Denta l  Implants

www.amherst-dentist.com

3 1  M A P L E  R OA D,  W I L L I A M S V I L L E

716.635.9657

Dental Exams 
& Teeth 
Cleaning

A
RATING

venture with Fallon Health, of Worcester 
MA, a large non-profit managed-care 
organization specializing in programs for 
the profoundly frail indigent living in the 
community. 

The campus has been instrumental 
in the development of the Town Square 
for Aging, a building within which 20 
non-profit agencies and two institutions 
of higher learning will co-locate. This 
“one-stop shopping” for the needs of 
community-dwelling, isolated, frail, 
often indigent older people and their 
family supports is a new national model 
for organizing community-based services 
in one place. The Town Square will open 
later this year.

Dunkelman received the Dr. Evan 
Calkins Meritorious Service Award, given 
annually to an individual “to honor 
lifetime contributions to the field of 
aging,” presented by the Western New 
York Network in Aging, Inc., the region’s 
consortium of 300 aging providers 
and advocates. He also received the 
Community Leader Award in Healthcare 
from the National Federation of Just 
Communities Western New York, and the 
Community Leadership Award from the 
Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies.

He also served on a wide range of 
regional and national professional and 
community organizations, including as 
Assistant Clinical Professor of Medicine 
(Geriatrics), Jacobs School of Medicine 
and Biomedical Sciences and the Dean’s 
Council, School of Social Work, both 
at the State University of New York at 
Buffalo. He is a Fellow of the Health 
Foundation of Central and Western 
New York. He consulted with more than 
two dozen communities in the United 
States and Canada and has spoken and 
written extensively on issues of aging and 
community development.

Temple Beth Zion 
is seeking a new  

Executive Director  
to succeed Mark Criden, who will be 
retiring in June after twenty years of 

service to TBZ. 
For job description, requirements, and 

salary information, go to the 
TBZ homepage (www.tbz.org) and 

click on the link located on the  
lower left side of the page.

http://www.tbz.org/
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By Dr. Drucy Borowitz

My dad, Rabbi Dr. Eugene B. Borowitz, 
son of Benjamin and Molly, husband of 
Estelle, died 3 weeks short of his 92nd 
birthday on January 22, 2016. What is 
most immediate to me now are the final 
few years of his life, but as my sister Lisa 
reminded us, we need to work hard to think 
about the fullness of his life. With that 
said, his final chapter was so meaningful 
because it exemplified the things that 
were important to him despite his decline. 
He expressed his love fully and often; he 
treated those around him with kindness 
and respect, from housekeepers to dining 
room bus staff to friends and family, seeing 
the face of God in each; he was driven to 
work and shape new thoughts “to speak 
of Judaism in our time,” even as his ability 

5% OFF 
ANY INSTALLATION

Cannot be combined with 
any other offer

716-217-2331

Remembering my Father, 
Rabbi Eugene B. Borowitz: 
l’dor vador vador vador

to do so declined; he continued to study 
Torah, bible and to pray.   

My dad wrote 19 books and more than 
350 articles and book reviews, ranging 
from Jewish education to Jewish ethics 
to Jewish philosophy, halakhah, Jewish-
Christian theological response, talmudic 
language, and, of course, theology. Some 
were dense and intellectual and others 
were written for a lay audience. In one of 
the most recent –A Touch of the Sacred– he 
and his co-author kept chapters to 3 pages 
each to keep complex concepts accessible.     

Rabbi Rachel Sabbath Beit-Halachmi 
wrote of my dad: “His work, according 
to some scholars, has been so influential 
that it is impossible to imagine liberal 
theology, much less Reform Judaism, 
without his influence. Scholars have called 
Borowitz: 1) “the premier liberal Jewish 

theologian at work today”; 2) the “dean” of 
contemporary American Jewish thinkers; 
and 3) according to Arnold Wolf, “the great 
teacher of our generation, the thinker who 
best exemplified our strength and who best 
probes our weaknesses.” He characterized 
Borowitz as a “bridge theologian, spanning 
modernism and postmodernism.” (http://
blogs.timesofisrael.com/loving-god-
loving-torah-loving-others-rabbi-prof-
eugene-b-borowitz/) 

To him, belief in God was central to 
being Jewish. This sounds like an odd 
thing to say, but the forces shaping liberal 
Judaism in the United States when he 
was a young man were intellectual or 
cultural or ethical or ritual-based but 
somehow ignored God’s presence in our 
lives. In 1961 in Commentary Magazine 
he coined the term “Covenant Theology.” 
All of us have ups and downs in life but 
he believed that those struggles were no 
different than the struggles that all of 
us have in understanding God’s presence 

or perceived absence in this world. He 
dedicated his first book to my mother and 
the words are beautiful: “To my beloved 
Estelle, who has taught me the meaning 
of existence in covenant.” I pray that their 
souls are now one.

His belief in God’s presence in our world 
was not passive. In 1964 he, along with a 
small group of rabbis and members of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
tried to integrate a restaurant in St. 
Augustine, Florida. The demonstrators 
were threatened and taunted by bystanders 
and were taken to a cramped, hot jail to 
join more than 200 other persons arrested 
earlier in sit-ins. During this internment, 
my father helped the rabbis compose a 
letter, “Why We Went,” that was published 
in The New York Times. In part it said, “We 
came to St. Augustine because we could 
not stay away….We could not pass by the 
opportunity to achieve a moral goal by 
moral means – a rare modern privilege 
– which has been the glory of the non-
violent struggle for civil rights… We came 
because we know that, second only to 
silence, the greatest danger to man is loss 
of faith in man’s capacity to act”.  

My dad founded Sh’ma Magazine, the 
“Journal of Jewish Responsibility,” as a 
place for diverse Jewish voices to discuss 
contemporary challenges. As young girls, 
my sisters and I helped sort issues of Sh’ma 
on our dining room table because the 
postal service charged less if you brought 
bulk mail bundled into the then-new 
zip codes. He ran Sh’ma on a shoestring 
budget, and each issue was small enough 
to be stapled together, but it had a rich and 
wide influence on clergy and lay people 
alike.    

He was an active teacher of rabbis, 
cantors and educators. He was a professor 
at Hebrew Union College – Jewish Institute 
of Religion for 50 years. Generations of 

Dr. Drucy Borowitz
(Inset) Rabbi Eugene 
Borowitz
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KENNY CARPETS AND FLOORS

www.kennycarpets.com

REMEMBER ... 
DO THE KENNY!

HOURS: M-F 10-9, SAT 10-5, SUN 12-5

FREE SHOP AT HOME SERVICE
PAY NO INTEREST UNTIL 2017*

1.  WNYs largest volume flooring chain, our selection is 
overwhelming, our volume saves you lots of money. 

2.  Serving WNY since 1960, no one has our experience 
in installing carpet and floors.

3.  Our staff averages 19 years of experience - no one will 
serve you better.

4.  We stock more carpet, wood, laminate, and vinyl than 
any store. Buy today, Install Tomorrow.

5.  Our prices are significantly lower than any Outlet, 
Home Center or Store. Ask about our low price 
guarantee!!

TOP 5 REASONS YOU MUST 
COME TO KENNY CARPETS:

7600 Transit Rd. (Opposite Eastern Hills Mall) 631-0028
3240 Transit Rd. (at Seneca Creek) 656-0426

2995 Sheridan Dr. (at Niagara Falls Blvd. next to Northtown Plaza) 836-8100

students were challenged by his high 
standards. He corrected their papers 
in green ink, feeling that red ink might 
convey too strong a message. The message 
got through nonetheless! He would 
encounter students in the elevator and 
ask, “What is your relationship to God?” 
He wanted the leaders of our people to be 
grounded in both belief and knowledge.  
He used the Lurianic concept of tzimtzum, 
God’s contraction from the world to allow 
humankind and free will to exist, as a 
metaphor for teaching and leading. Rather 
than lecture in class he would step back 
to allow students to lead discussions and 
explore the strengths and limits of their 
understanding. 

He continued to change what he taught 
over the years and helped to develop a 
course that used modern culture (movies, 
television, books, etc.) as a basis for 
theology. He was also able to change 
his mind. For many years he believed 
that gays and lesbians should not be in 
the clergy and therefore many students 
would not have him sign their smicha, the 
certificates of ordination.  Later, he openly 
admitted his error in judgment. As past 

students brought their smicha to him to 
sign, he would do so publicly.  He felt it was 
important that students and colleagues 
see that even “the grand old man” could 
make mistakes, acknowledge them, and 
change. 

He was a loving husband, father, 
grandfather and great-grandfather. My 
husband, Dr. Philip Glick, was a “dear 
boy” to him and he reveled in hearing 
about the lives of our children, Zoey (and 
her husband Matt Swerdlin) and Zack. He 
was able to “attend” the bris of his great-
grandson Lewis by Skype – l’dor vador 
vador vador.

People often ask rabbis a range of “why” 
questions. When answers were available 
or when there was a range of opinions, 
my father would share them. However, 
he often would say, “We just don’t know” 
and was unashamed to say it. WE may not 
know an answer but that does not mean 
an answer doesn’t exist in God’s realm. 
My father wrote on this theme: God is 
eternal and we are created in God’s image, 
therefore we are eternal.  I find comfort in 
believing that my loving daddy is one with 
the loving God and that now he knows.

JFS Buffalo Social Services 
and Community Needs Survey 

Jewish Family Service of Buffalo & Erie County and Graduate Students from the 
UB School of Social Work are conducting a survey with the Greater Buffalo Jewish 
Community. We would like to hear from you! If you are an adult (18+) and identify 
culturally, ethnically, or religiously as Jewish we would like to hear your thoughts 
about social services and community needs in our area. 

Please be a part of our survey by reaching us online at: www.BuffaloStudy.org/ 
Additionally, if you would like to setup an appointment to complete the study by phone 
please call Matthew L. Schwartz, Project Coordinator at (716) 883-1914 ext. 385. 

Responses to the survey are totally anonymous; participation is voluntary and will not 
impact your ability to receive services in any way. We would appreciate your spreading the 
word and sharing this widely among the Buffalo Jewish Community.
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Wiesenthal Playing at 710 Main Theatre 
March 17-20

710 Main Theatre presents Wiesenthal, the award-winning play written by 
and starring Tom Dugan. Filled with hope, humanity and humor, Wiesenthal 
is the riveting true story of Simon Wiesenthal, an ordinary man who did 
extraordinary things. Nicknamed the “Jewish James Bond,” he devoted his life 
to bringing more than 1,100 Nazi war criminals to justice. Intelligent, funny, 
flawed and noble, Wiesenthal was a universal hero. His unbelievable dedication 
and tenacity over decades is honored in this play, which gives equal weight to 
his wisdom and wit during his long, purposeful life. Tony Award winner Daryl 
Roth and Karyl Lynn Burns presented the New York premiere of Wiesenthal.

Performances March 17-20 at the 710 Main Theatre: Thurs. at 7:30 p.m., Fri. at 
8 p.m., Sat. at 2 p.m. & 8 p.m. and Sun. at 2 p.m. & 7 p.m. For tickets ($36.50) call 
1-800-745-3000, go to www.ticketmaster.com or Shea’s Box Office. For groups (10+), 
call 829-1153.  Information, call 847-0850 or go to www.sheas.org.  

Tom Dugan (Simon Wiesenthal /Playwright) has been nominated for the New York 
Drama Desk Award, NY Outer Critics Circle Award, United Solo Award, Los Angeles 
Ovation Award and winning the LA Drama Critics Circle Award for Wiesenthal, 
and is excited to embark on the tour of his celebrated play. The list of Mr. Dugan’s 
other critically acclaimed solo plays include; Oscar To Oscar, Lee At Appomattox, 
Frederick Douglass In The Shadow Of Slavery, The Ghost Of Mary Lincoln, and Jackie 
(The Jacqueline Kennedy story premiering in 2017). Mr. Dugan’s TV and film credits 
include: Bones, Friends, Curb Your Enthusiasm, The Practice, Just Shoot Me, Kindergarten 
Cop, Dave, and his two personal favorites Hellraiser IV, and Leprechaun III. Wiesenthal 
was featured last fall on PBS’s Theatre Close Up  hosted by Blythe Danner. For more 
information visit www.tomduganplays.com or Facebook – Tom Dugan Plays
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Sponsored by Law Office of Lindy Korn, PLLC - www.lkorn-law.com

5»

1»
2»

3»

5 THINGS YOU CAN DO 
in March to repair the world

In March, we celebrate the holiday of Purim, when it is customary to give mishoach 
manot- or shaloch manos. The mitzvah of giving mishloach manot derives from the Book 
of Esther. It is meant to ensure that everyone has enough food for the Purim feast 
held later in the day, and to increase love and friendship among Jews as a counter 
to Haman’s assertion that the Jewish people are characterized by strife and disunity. 
In actual practice, many individuals fulfill the first mitzvah themselves (by sending 
food gifts to friends, neighbors, relatives, etc.), and the second mitzvah by contributing 
to charitable organizations which distribute money or food to the poor on Purim day, 
such as Kosher Meals on Wheels, Town Square Food Pantry or The Food Bank of WNY.  

Lindy Asks: 
Did you know that genetic testing and results are protected information?

4»

Where is this found in WNY?  
The first 5 people to correctly 

identify the location will win a $10 
lunch to the JCC’s Tel Aviv Café’.  

WHERE IN  JBFLO ?

Last month’s photo of the Seymour Drumlevitch painting in the Lippman 
Lounge of the JCC/ Benderson Building was correctly identified by  Sam Golden, 
Herm Engel, Jacquie Marcus, Ethel Melzer and Marcie Frankel.    

E-mail your answers to 
egoldstein@jfedbflo.com

T I K K U N  O L A M Change the Way You See

Sara Sirkin, M.D. 
2441 Sheridan Drive 

(716) 836-8700

www.atwaleye.com

Your Complete 
Family Eye Care Center

• New Patients Always Welcome
• Routine Eye Exams for All Ages
• Laser Vision Correction
• Cataract & Glaucoma Evaluations
• Large Selection of Designer 
  Frames & Sunglasses
• Contact Lens Exams & Fittings
• We Accept Most Major Credit Cards

Sara Sirkin, 
M.D.

 Remember those who are hungry during this season. Make a donation 
to the Food Bank of WNY at www.foodbankwny.org. 

Or bring in a bag or two of canned goods or toiletries and personal 
items to TBZ’s Broder Center or write a check for the Town Square Food 
Pantry now on the Weinberg Campus. Call 716-836-6565 for information.  

Buffalo’s new Kosher Meals on Wheels program needs volunteers 
are being sought to help with the food packaging and distribution once or 
twice a week. Come take part in the Mitzvah. If you know of anyone who needs 
a meal, or would like to donate to this great Mitzvah call the Jewish Discovery 
Center at 639-7600.

Eat lunch at the 7th Annual “Soup’s On” Fundraiser at Spruce 
Meadow Farm’s Winter Horse Show in Clarence and help save rescue 
horses March 6. 10333 Keller Rd., Clarence. For $7 you get a bowl, 
spoon, drink, dessert and all-you-can-eat soup. Call 716-741-2346 or  
www.SpruceMeadowFarm.com or www.HelpSaveHorses.org 

Books for Kids.  Donate one or more new or gently used children’s books 
to the Jewish Federation’s Buffalo Jewish Coalition for Literacy program.  
Amy Heumann, Carin Greenfield and other volunteers will distribute them to 
Buffalo Public School #80 children.  Bring them to the Jewish Federation office 
or email egoldstein@jfedbflo.com

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mitzvah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Esther
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Esther
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haman_(Bible)


20   www.jfedbflo.com | March 2016

S Y N A G O G U E S

Bureau of Jewish Education 
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-5380 | FAX 716-688-3572
www.bjebuffalo.org  
Jill Komm - Executive Director
Michael Berger - President

Chabad House of Buffalo 
2450 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068 
TEL 716-688-1642 | FAX 716-688-1643
www.chabadbuffalo.com
Rabbi Moshe Gurary- Director

Chai Early Childhood Center
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY 14221
TEL 716 580-4600
www.chainursery.com
Chani Labkovski -Director

Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies 
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068 
TEL 716-204-1133 | FAX 716-204-1129
www.jewishphilanthropies.org
Peter Fleischmann- Director & CEO
Ray Fink- President

Hadassah
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY 14068
TEL 716-688-5260
buffalohadassah@gmail.com
Marlene Katzel- Co-President
Maxine Seller- Co-President

Hebrew Benevolent Loan Association
2640 North Forest Road in FJP offices
Getzville, NY 14068
TEL 716-204-0542
Sam Golden- Loan Officer
Barbara Sitrin- President

Hillel of Buffalo Campus Foundation 
for Jewish Life 
520 Lee Entrance/UB Commons 
Suite # 210 
W. Amherst, NY  14228
TEL 716-645-8787 | FAX 716-639-7817
www.hillelofbuffalo.org 
Dan Metchnik - Director

Institute of Jewish Thought  
and Heritage
712 Clemens Hall
University at Buffalo
Buffalo, NY 14260 
TEL 716-645-3695  FAX 716-645-3473
Email: jewish-studies@buffalo.edu
http://www.jewishstudies.buffalo.edu/
Dr. Richard A. Cohen, Director

Holocaust Resource Center 
336 Harris Hill Road, Suite 302
Williamsville, NY 14221
TEL: 716-634-9535
www.holocaustcenterbuff.com
Sharon M. Jacobs- Co-President
Pieter Weinrieb- Co-President
Mara Koven Gelman- Executive Director 

Jewish Community Center of Greater 
Buffalo, Inc. 
Benderson Family Building 
2640 North Forest Road 
Getzville, NY  14068 
TEL 716-688-4033 | FAX 716-688-3572 

Richard Zakalik- Executive Director
Gretchen Gross - President
Holland Family Building 
787 Delaware Avenue   
Buffalo, NY  14209
TEL 716-886-3145 | FAX 716-886-1367
www.jccbuffalo.org
 
Jewish Discovery Center
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY 14221
212 Exeter Rd. 
Williamsville, NY 14221 (office)
TEL: 716-639-7600
TEL: 716-632-0467
Rabbi Heschel Greenberg
Rabbi Laizer Labkovski
www.jewishdiscovery.org

Jewish Family Service Of Buffalo And 
Erie County 
70 Barker Street   
Buffalo, NY  14209 
TEL 716-883-1914 | FAX 716-883-7637
www.jfsbuffalo.org 
Marlene Schillinger- Executive Director
Larry Rubin- Chair

Jewish Federation Apartments 
275 Essjay Road   
Williamsville, NY  14221 
TEL 716-631-8471 | FAX 716-631-8768 
www.jewishfederationapartments.org
Karen Greenspan- President
Kathleen Haggerty- Property Manager

Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo
2640 North Forest Road 
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-2241 | FAX 716-929-0482 
www.jfedbflo.com
Rob Goldberg- CEO & Executive Director
Howard Rosenhoch- President

Jewish Federation Cemetery 
Corporation, Inc.
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-2246 | FAX 716-929-0482 
www.jfedbflo.com
Deborah Pivarsi- Director
Jerome D. Carrel-  President

Kadimah Academy
1085 Eggert Road
Amherst, NY  14226
TEL 716-836-6903 | FAX 716-837-7322
www.kadimah.org  
Einav Symons- Head of School
Jonathan Epstein- President

Ohr Temimim School
411 John James Audubon Parkway 
W. Amherst, NY  14228
TEL 716-568-0226 | FAX 716-636-1899
www.ohrtemimimschool.com
Rabbi Shmuel Shanowitz- Principal
Jonathan Gellman - President

Weinberg Campus
2700 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-639-3311 | FAX 716-639-3309
www.weinbergcampus.org  
David Dunkelman- President & CEO
Kenneth Rogers- Chairman of the Board 
of Directors

Jewish Community Agencies 
in Western New York

A G E N C I E S

Small Law Firm
1904 Liberty Building
Buffalo, NY 14202

http://www.chabadbuffalo.com
http://www.jewishphilanthropies.org
http://www.jewishstudies.buffalo.edu/
http://www.holocaustcenterbuff.com
http://www.jccbuffalo.org
http://www.jewishdiscovery.org
http://www.jfsbuffalo.org
http://www.jewishfederationhousing.org
http://www.jfedbflo.com
http://www.jfedbflo.com
http://www.kadimah.org
http://www.ohrtemimimschool.com
http://www.weinbergcampus.org
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Yad B’Yad
A program of the Bureau of Jewish
Education
TEL 716-204-5380 / FAX 716-688-3572
www.yadbyad.org
Cindy Komm- Chair

Western New York  
Synagogues and Temples
Chabad House of Buffalo (unaffiliated)
2450 North. Forest Rd,
Getzville, NY 14068
TEL 716-688-1642
www.chabadbuffalo.com

Congregation Beth Abraham 
(Conservative)
1073 Elmwood Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14222
www.congregationbethabraham.net

Congregation B’nai Shalom 
(Conservative)
1641 North Forest Rd.
Williamsville, NY 14221
TEL 716-689-8203
office@bnaishalombuffalo.org
www.bnaishalombuffalo.org

Congregation Hesed Abraham
215 Hall Ave
Jamestown, NY  14701
Rabbi Allen Podet
TEL 716-484-1800

Congregation Shir Shalom  
(Reform/ Reconstructionist)
4660 Sheridan Drive
Williamsville, NY  14221
TEL 716-633-8877
Rabbi Alexander Lazarus-Klein
Cantor Sharon Eve Colbert
Joanne Marquisee - Executive Director
Todd Sugarman - President
www.shirshalombuffalo.org

Congregation Havurah
6320 Main St., Williamsville, NY 14221
Bernard Schenkler, President
Annette Pinder, Membership Chair
TEL 716-689-2256
www.congregationhavurah.org
info@congregationhavurah.org

Kehillat Ohr Tzion (Modern Orthodox)
879 Hopkins Rd 
Williamsville, NY 14221
Email: jstrosberg@ohrtzion.org 
Rabbi Joshua Strosberg
Cheryl Stein- President
http://ohrtzion.org/kot

Knesset Center (Orthodox)
500 Starin Avenue
Buffalo, NY  14214
TEL 716-832-5063
Rabbi Shmaryahu Charitonow
www.chabad.org

Jewish Federation Apartments  
Himmel Family Chapel 
(Unaffiliated)
275 Essjay Road
Williamsville, NY  14221
Pinkhos Blitshteyn- President
Rabbi Daniel Shuman

Saranac Synagogue  
(Orthodox)
Rabbi Nesanel Cadle 
President - Shmuel Rashkin 
Vice President - Reuven Alt
Gabbai David Kunkel
85 Saranac Avenue
Buffalo New York 14216
TEL 716 876 1284
www.SaranacSynagogue.org

Temple Beth Tzedek  
(Conservative)
621 Getzville Road
Amherst, NY  14226
Rabbi Perry Netter
Cantor Mark Spindler
Harvey Brenner - Executive Director
Leon Komm - President
TEL 716- 838-3232
www.btzbuffalo.org

Temple Beth Zion  
(Reform)
Sanctuary: 805 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo, NY  14209  
Religious School and Offices:  
700 Sweet Home Road
Amherst, NY 14226
Rabbi Gary Pokras- Sr. Rabbi
Rabbi Adam Scheldt- Asst. Rabbi
Cantor Penny Myers
Mark Criden - Executive Director
Warren Clark - President
TEL 716-836-6565
www.tbz.org 

Temple Beth El  
(Reform)
720 Ashland Avenue
Niagara Falls, NY  14301
Cantorial Soloist Barry Rose
Robert Duell- President
TEL 716-282-2717
www.niagarafallstemple.com

The Family Shul  
(Unaffiliated)
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY  14221
Rabbi Heschel Greenberg
Rabbi Laizer Labkovski
716-639-7600  

Young Israel of Greater Buffalo 
(Orthodox)
105 Maple Road
Williamsville, NY  14221
Richard G. Berger- President
TEL 716-634-0212
www.yibuffalo.org 

Due to postal regulations, the Jewish Journal of Western New York will 
no longer be forwarded to “temporary change” addresses.   If you plan to 
be away from your permanent address and will have your first class mail 

forwarded to your temporary address and would like to continue to receive 
the Jewish Journal over the winter or the summer, please call Nadine Ryback 

at 716-204-2248 to give us your “temporary” address.   Thank you!  

Attention Snowbirds!

A G E N C I E S

WiFi available
Brand new laundry facilities • Full-time social worker
Beauty shop • Activities • Transportation
24-hour emergency maintenance • Two elevators
Library • Computer room • Emergency medical call system
Chapel and various religious services
Pool table • Card room • Community room

Jewish 
Federation 
Apartments

Jewish Federation Apartments
275 Essjay Road
Williamsville, NY 14221

For application information please call 
716-631-8471 • www.JewishFederationApartments.org

Open to all religious denominations

Watch your favorite shows with your 
new friends on our big screen TV!

A brief wait for you to join our family

*Jewish Federation Apartments does not discriminate on the basis of handicapped status in the 
admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, its federally assisted program and activities.

Rent assisted apartments for seniors & mobility-impaired adults

Exciting

Renovations

coming early 2016!

http://www.chabadbuffalo.com
http://www.congregationbethabraham.net
mailto:office@bnaishalombuffalo.org
http://www.bnaishalombuffalo.org
http://www.shirshalombuffalo.org
http://www.congregationhavurah.org
mailto:info@congregationhavurah.org
mailto:jstrosberg@ohrtzion.org
http://www.chabad.org
http://www.btzbuffalo.org
http://www.tbz.org
http://www.niagarafallstemple.com
http://www.yibuffalo.org
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CBA and TBZ to Welcome Shabbat and  
Celebrate Shushan Purim, March 25

Congregation Beth Abraham will host a joint Shabbat service with Temple Beth Zion on Friday, March 25 at 
CBA. The date coincides with Shushan Purim, the 15th of Adar, when Purim is celebrated in Jerusalem.  Given 
the timing, people are encouraged to come in costume and bring their groggers for a shortened reading of the 
Megillah at 6:30 PM, just before services begin. Cantors Irwin Gelman and Penny Myers will be accompanied by 
the CBA house band, so expect lots of spirited singing, shaking and clapping.  

The festivities will also include a Purim sing-along and trivia game followed by a dairy/pareve potluck oneg/dinner. As 
always, the entire community is invited.  Congregation Beth Abraham is located at 1073 Elmwood Avenue between Forest 
and Bird.  For further details please visit the CBA and TBZ websites  at congregationbethabraham.net  and www.tbz.org.

Prison Visitation Program Energized by a Mensch!
By Peter Simon  

If the purest mitzvah is the one that is done 
quietly and without self-aggrandizement, 
then Alan Camhi is right on track.  For more 
than ten years, the retired English teacher 
has single-handedly led monthly Saturday 
morning Shabbat services for Jewish prisoners 
at the Attica and Wyoming Correctional 
Facilities.

At best, it is a demanding endeavor. Camhi, 
a member of Congregation Shir Shalom, leaves 
home about 8:30 a.m. and doesn’t get back 
until early afternoon. Sometimes, he arrives 
at prison to discover that a session has been 
scrapped because of a prison lock-down or 
a missed connection in the prisons’ complex 
bureaucracy. When everything clicks, Camhi 
leads a brief worship service for anywhere 
from one to five or six inmates, followed by a 
free-flowing discussion that might encompass 
everything from Torah to presidential politics 
and prison life.

 Camhi, who visits both prisons once 
a month, said the rewards outweigh the 
uncertainties. “I can honestly say I like the 

guys I meet with,” he said. “It’s been a worthwhile 
experience for me, and I want to see it continued.”  
Alex Lazarus-Klein, the rabbi at Congregation Shir 
Shalom, said Camhi is providing an “incredible 
service” for Jewish inmates, who tend to be small in 
number and receive fewer religious and communal 

opportunities than prisoners of other 
faiths. 

“Alan is a real mensch,” Rabbi Lazarus-
Klein said. “He doesn’t do it for the fanfare. 
He does it because it’s the right thing to 
do and a good thing to do.”

Camhi wasn’t always a one man 
social action program. When the prison 
visitations began about 25 years ago, 
nearly ten members of what was then 
Temple Beth Am took part. Five of them–
Dave Sadoff, Joe Simon, Ike Alcabes, 
Dexter Rosen and Marv Jacobs–have 
passed away, and others dropped out after 
years of service.

While it would be good to have more 
participants, Camhi said, it is hard to 
find volunteers willing to attend training 
programs before they can make visits, 
and to devote a large chunk of Saturday 
to services that sometimes get called off 
at the last minute or fail to attract any 
prisoners. Camhi has earned the respect 
and trust of prison contacts who help him 
maximize access, and has incorporated the 
visits into his routine. He previously went 

directly from prison services to Rochester to 
visit his mother, who is now deceased.

“The guys are appreciative,” said Camhi, 
who retired in 2008 after 35 years as an 
English teacher at Sweet Home High School. 
“I’m totally comfortable doing it myself.”

Camhi and the original larger group have 
visited prisoners convicted of a wide range 
of crimes, including drug sales, white collar 
offenses and murder. The visits are not 
designed to dissect or deny those crimes, 
but to offer the prisoners contact with fellow 
Jews and provide Shabbat services they 
otherwise wouldn’t have.  At Wyoming prison, 
Jewish prisoners can sometimes get together 
briefly at meals, Camhi said. Because of more 
restrictive rules, the Jewish inmates at Attica 
don’t have that opportunity.

The Shabbat visits, he said, promote a 
sense of community, a connection to Jewish 
tradition and, for many, a rare visitor. Perhaps 
more than anything else, Camhi said, the 
inmates appreciate it when he brings along a 
loaf of challah baked by his wife, Becky.

Editor’s note: Peter Simon was a founding 
member of the prison visitation program.

 Alan Camhi, standing in front of a painting by artist 
Harvey Breverman at Congregation Shir Shalom.

Tot Shabbat Hop!
Join PJ Library each month as we meet with other 
PJ Families for a Tot Shabbat service in various 
synagogues around Buffalo. Meet up with families 
you already know, or meet with new ones!

Upcoming Hops:
March 5th -10:30 am

Tot Shabbat Service ar Temple Beth Tzedek

April 8th- 6:00pm
Complimentary Pizza Dinner, followed by a Tot 
Shabbat Service at Congregation Shir Shalom

JCC Announces New Early Childhood Director at Benderson
Mazel Tov to Stephanie Katzman, the 

new Early Childhood Director at the 
Benderson Family Building! Stephanie 
graduated from Boston University with 
a Master’s Degree in Education with a 
specialty in special education. She now 
holds a New York State Certification in 
the field. 

Her career began teaching in 
both general and special education 
classrooms. She then dedicated herself to 
running an early childhood program on 

the Upper East Side while living 
in New York City. After a move 
to New Jersey, Stephanie ran the 
Early Childhood department at a 
Nursery-12th grade independent 
school. Being committed to 
making a difference in the lives 
of children, she immersed herself 
in various committees in New 
York and New Jersey to help 
improve the quality of teaching 
both in public and private school 

settings. She provided trainings to 
educators on various early childhood 
topics ranging from implementing art in 
the classroom to improving classroom 
management skills. 

With her move back to Western New 
York last year, Stephanie has been an 
Assistant Director in the JCC’s Early 
Childhood Department at the Buffalo 
location.

Stephanie Katzman
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Purim Events Around Town -2016
Temple Beth Tzedek
Macaroni & Megillah
Wednesday, March 23
5:30 pm Pasta Bar
6:30 pm Megillah Reading
Extended celebration following Megillah 
reading. RSVP  838-3232

Congregation Shir Shalom
Megillah Reading and Purim Spiel
Wednesday, March 23
Complimentary Pizza Dinner - 6:00pm
Spiel - 7:00pm 
“Hamentaschen on the Roof”
Join us as we meld the Biblical story of 
Esther with Fiddler on the Roof. Our cast of 
players, led by Arnie Alt, has been working 
hard to learn the lines of this entertaining 
spiel. Wear a costume and bring a box of 
mac & cheese to use as a grogger (boxes 
will be donated to the Food Bank of WNY 
after the spiel)

Chabad of Buffalo & Knesset 
Center
International Purim Party
Thursday, March 24
500 Starin Avenue
5:30 Megilla Reading, 6:00 Dinner
$75-Family/ $25-Adult/ $15 Child
Or Early Bird pricing before March 10
RSVP  at www.chabadofbuffalo.com or  
call 688-1642. 

Jewish Discovery Center, 
Kadimah Academy, Family Shul, 
Kehillat Ohr Tzion & Young 
Israel
Purim in Israel
Thursday, March 24
At Jewish Discovery Center
5:30-7:30pm
RSVP: www.jewishbuffalo.com or 639-7600 

Temple Beth Zion and 
Congregation Beth Abraham
Purim Potluck Dinner and Shabbat Service
Friday, March 25
1073 Elmwood Avenue between Forest 
and Bird.  
For further details please visit the CBA and 
TBZ websites at congregationbethabraham.
net and www.tbz.org  
To sign up for the potluck dinner send e-mail 
to info@congregationbethabraham.net or 
call 836-6565.

Outstretched ARM
Purim Party with TBT’s Outstretched Arm 
Sunday, March 13
10:15am at Temple Beth Tzedek

Congregation Shir Shalom, 
Temple Beth Zion, Temple Beth 
Tzedek
Community Purim Carnival 
Sunday, March 13, 2015
Broder Center for Jewish Education,
700 Sweet Home Road, Amherst
11am to 1:00pm
Face painting, bounce house, basket raffle, 
crafts, cotton candy, popcorn, and lots of 
games! Cost: $10 – Family with 1 child;   
$15 – Family with 2 children  $20 – Family 
with 3 or more children. (Food and raffles 
not included in admission price)

Come One, Come All, to the 
Community Purim Carnival

Join Temple Beth Zion, Congregation Shir Shalom and Temple Beth Tzedek 

Sunday March 13 from 11am to 1:00pm
Broder Center for Jewish Education, 700 Sweet Home Road, Amherst

Featuring face painting, bounce house, basket raffle, crafts, cotton candy, popcorn, 
and lots of games! Cost: $10 – Family with 1 child/$15 – Family with 2 children/$20 – 
Family with 3 or more children (Food and raffles not included in admission price)
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Temple Beth Zion’s 
March-aroni and Cheese!

Shabbat Alive Evening Service
Friday, March 4, at 7p.m. 

Broder Center, 700 Sweet Home Road

In March, we are collecting boxes of macaroni and cheese for the Town Square 
Food Pantry. We will start the collection on Friday, March 4, at the Shabbat Alive 
Evening Service. 

If you can’t attend the service but would like to donate boxes of macaroni and cheese 
or any other non-perishable goods, please bring them to the Broder Center or the 
Delaware Building during February and March. These cold months are a critical time 
for those who rely on the Food Pantry. Thank you for your generosity.

April Movie  
Afternoon &  
Dinner at Temple 
Beth Tzedek

Temple Beth Tzedek’s Adult Education 
Committee is pleased to have back Dr. Eileen 
Angelini, Professor of French and Fulbright 
Scholar, at Canisius College, on Sunday, April 
3rd, 2016 at 4:00pm. This year Dr. Angelini’s 
topic is titled: “REVEIL”  -  A Little Known 
History of Discrimination in New England: The 
Ku Klux Klan Attacks on Franco-Americans in 
the First Half of the 20th Century.”

Dr. Angelini will begin her presentation 
with questions to the attendees regarding 
their knowledge about the Ku Klux Klan 
and then follow up by showing a clip from 
the documentary film, “REVEIL”.  A group 
discussion will be conducted after viewing 
the segment

This documentary focuses on threats made 
by the KKK against the French speaking 
immigrants from Quebec to New England in 
the first half of the twentieth century.  The 
topic of this video as well as the discussion 
is timely as we face similar issues regarding 
immigration to the United States today.

A light dinner of soup, pasta & salad bar 
will follow Dr. Angelini’s program at a cost of 
$8.00 per person.   Reservation & payment 
should be made to the Temple Beth Tzedek’s 
office  by Tuesday, March 29th, 2016 at 838-
3232.  Any questions regarding this program 
should be addressed to: Fern Bernstein at 
fbernstein31@verizon.net, or Myra Werbow 
at myrawerbow@verizon.net; 716-839-0962.

Congregation Beth Abraham held a screening of the 1937 Yiddish Film Green Fields for 
the CBA Vintage Jewish Movie Group, Sunday January 24.  Dr. Grant Golden introduced the 
film to the audience, who enjoyed the film on a cold afternoon. 

TBZ PALS- Fun indoors & out this winter!

PALS Pirates and Parrots – Oh My! Temple Beth Zion PALS students became pirates 
for the day, complete with a ship, eye-patches, parrots and a treasure hunt using a 
real treasure map.

PALS Shefanim Class (2-year olds) discovers their inner artist as 
they create one-of-a-kind masterpieces at the easel.

Join Temple Beth Zion 
on the First Night  

of Passover!

22nd Annual 
Seder 

Friday, April 22
Brookfield Country Club, 5141 

Shimerville Road
5:45 p.m. Service, 6 p.m. Seder

Laurie Criden & Jennifer Patrick, 
Co-Chairs

For details, go to the Festivals page at 
www.tbz.org or call 836-6565.

Sylvia Morris  
Theater Bus Trips

If/Then
Wednesday, April 13

Princess of Wales Theatre, 
Toronto

If/Then is a contemporary Broadway 
musical about living in New York today, 
and all the possibilities of tomorrow. 
Unforgettable songs and a deeply moving 
story are the hallmarks of this production 
by the Pulitzer Prize and Tony Award-
winning creators of Next to Normal. This 
original new musical simultaneously 
follows one woman’s two possible life 
paths, painting a deeply moving portrait  
of the lives we lead, as well as the lives we 
might have led.

The bus will leave from the TBZ 
Broder Center, 700 Sweet Home Road, at 
10:30a.m. Bring a lunch to eat on the bus. 
After the play, we will all enjoy a delicious 
dinner at Joe Badali’s Ristorante.

The cost of the trip, which includes 
the bus, play, and dinner, is $155. Your 
canceled check is your reservation. 
Reservations are not confirmed until your 
payment is received. 

**Please note: Participants must bring 
either a passport or an enhanced license to 
cross the border. 

If you are interested, send your check 
made out to ”TBZ Sisterhood” by February 
26, addressed to Marilyn Schillroth, 116 
Hilton Blvd., Amherst, NY 14226. Any 
questions? Call Marilyn 832-4757.
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March 4
Shabbat Alive @ TBZ “March-a-roni”  

7:00pm. TBZ Broder Center,  
700 Sweet Home Road

March 5
Tot Shabbat Hop.

10:30am.  Presented by PJ Library at 
Temple Beth Tzedek

March 13 
TBT’s “Outstretched Arm”  

Purim Party.  
10:30am @ TBT. 716-838-3232

Community Purim Carnival with TBZ, 
Shir Shalom and TBZ.

TBZ Broder Center,  
700 Sweet Home Road.   

There is a cost.   
716-836-6565

March 15
“Love, Power & Wisdom.”  

A lecture by Dr. Alex Green presented 
by UB and the BJE. 

7:00-8:30pm. JCC/Benderson. 
Lippman Lounge.   

2640 North Forest Road. FREE.  
716-204-5381

March 20 
“Weisenthal” Fundraiser for 
Holocaust Resource Center. 

1:00pm reception.  2:00pm program. 
710 Main Theatre.  $100.   

Call 716-634-9535 for tickets. 

 March 23 
Purim Celebration –  

Macaroni & Megillah.
5:30pm.@ TBT.  716-838-3232

Purim Celebration –  
“Hamentaschen on the Roof.” 
@ CSS.  6:00pm FREE dinner. 
7:00pm Spiel.  716-633-8877

March 24  
Purim Celebrated

Purim Celebration – Chabad & 
Knesset Center.

International Purim Party. 5:30pm. 
Knesset Center, 500 Starin Ave.    

716-688-1642

Purim Celebration-Community Purim. 
Celebration with Jewish Discovery 
Center, Kadimah Academy, Family 

Shul, Kehillat Ohr Tzion, Young Israel. 
“Purim in Israel”  5:30pm. 
JDC, 757 Hopkins Road.  

716-639-7600.

March 25
Shushan Purim Potluck Dinner 

& Shabbat – Congregation Beth 
Abraham & TBZ. 

Cong. Beth Abraham.   
1073 Elmwood Avenue.  6:30pm.  

www.congregationbethabraham.net 

March 30
“If Everyone Read The Same Book” 

Program with Mussar Institute’s  
Alan Morinis. 

FREE. 7:00pm.  Temple Beth Tzedek. 
621 Getzville Road.

March Events

5820 Main Street, Suite 311  |  Caldwell Building  |  Williamsville, NY 14221
P- 716.204.1297  |  F- 716.204.2260

jeweler@barbaraoliverandco.com

Barbara L. Oliver 
Graduate Gemologist - GIA

“A Trusted Jeweler is Worth Her Weight in Gold.”

The Law Offices of 
Silverberg & Silverberg, L.L.P.

David K. Silverberg
Attorney & Counselor At Law

403 Main Street Phone: 716-854-6495 ext. 330
Suite 600 Brisbane Bldg. Fax: 716-332-3925
Buffalo, NY 14203 Email: DKS@SilverbergandSilverberg.com

5379 GENESEE STREET • LANCASTER, NY 14026
WWW.FANDTMOTORS.COM

WE SELL QUALITY PRE-OWNED 
CARS • TRUCKS • SUV’s

WE HAVE MANY TYPES
OF FINANCING AVAILABLE

WE OFFER WARRANTIES

716.651.1720
FAX: 716.651.1722

Felice Triglio
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La Leche League of Amherst is 
pleased to support WNY Kids in 
The Jewish Journal of WNY.

Happy Mothers Breastfeed Babies

La Leche League provides 
education and mother-to-mother 
support to all breastfeeding 
mothers and those who plan to 
breastfeed.

2nd Wednesday of each month at 6:30
33 Melrose Road in WilliamsvilleJoin Us! La Leche League of Amherst Leaders:

Cindy Oppenheimer- 716-308-4843
Cindy Daumen- 716-989-7070
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Camp Tamakwa News!
Favorable exchange rate means 30-40 
percent discount for American campers

Camp Tamakwa is 
located on South 

Tea Lake in Canada’s 
Algonquin Park.

Campers play hoops 
on Tamakwa’s new 
SportCourt basketball/
inline hockey facility.

There’s exciting news for families 
that understand the value of an 
amazing camp experience and 
the many benefits to children 

each summer.  The strengthening of 
the U.S. dollar has now presented a 
significant reduction in camper fees 
in U.S. dollars, based on the recent 
exchange rate.

Camp Tamakwa, a coed, traditional 
summer overnight camp located in 
spectacular Algonquin Park (2.5 hours 
north of Toronto), was founded in 1936 
by Michigan native Lou Handler.

Tamakwa is primarily comprised of 
Canadians and Americans from Detroit 
and Toronto and all parts in between like 
New York, California, Colorado, Florida, 
Spain, Israel and more.  While Tamakwa 
is not a religious camp, it does uphold 
many Jewish traditions as many of 
their campers and staff have been 
Jewish for its 81 year history. 

Algonquin Park is a vast government-
protected nature reserve spanning 3,000 
square miles, making Tamakwa’s setting 
ideal for a summer camp.  It occupies a 
majestic peninsula on South Tea Lake 
accessible only by water, creating a more 
self-contained, close-knit community 
far from the comforts of urban life for 
campers ages 6-15.

Within a rustic, technology-free 
environment, there’s an almost timeless 
focus on living in nature, developing 
skills, building character and being 
resourceful.

Tamakwa is dedicated to providing 
the opportunity for campers and staff to 
love the outdoors, participate in water 
sports, land sports, creative art activities, 
canoe trips and much more. 

The rich history and traditions at 
Camp Tamakwa have always provided a 

meaningful summer camp experience, 
community and family atmosphere.

Now, Tamakwa’s value, dollar for 
dollar, is even greater given the deeply 
discounted camper fees for Americans.  
Spending a summer in Algonquin Park is 
priceless, but the current exchange rate 
makes such an incredible opportunity for 
campers ages 6-15 even more attractive.

“It’s almost too good to be true,” says 
Vic Norris, Tamakwa senior director/
co-owner, who is based in Michigan.  
“Tamakwa has always been an incredible 
option for American families and now 
we’re an even better value.  To be able 
to offer the exact same summer camp 
experience for much less in U.S. dollars 
is fantastic, and we want to share this 
great news with everyone.”

Camp directors/co-owners are 
Craig and Margot Perlmutter, who are 
based in Toronto. “Algonquin Park is 
the most celebrated canoe trip area on 
any continent and campers travel from 
around the world to Algonquin.  For us it 
is our backyard.”

For more information, a camp 
package or to schedule an interview, 
visit www.tamakwa.com, e-mail 
howhow@tamakwa.com, or call (416) 
924-7433.

JUNIOR SAILING CAMPS
8 weekly sessions beginning June 

• Elementary to high school students
• New location on Buffalo’s Outer Harbor

• Captain Pierre Wallinder, ASA Certified Instructor

2 Furhman Blvd, next to the US Coast Guard Station

Call (716) 432-6589 or visit www.sail-buffalo.com
for more information info@sail-buffalo.com

GET READY to Grow
GET SET to Learn
GO to PALS!

700 Sweet Home Rd., Amherst, NY 14226
Melissa Milch-Klein, PALS Assistant Director

716-836-6565 x139
pals@tbz.org

Flexible  
Schedules

Extended Care 
Beginning 

September 2016

Call For  
More Details

OPENING WEEKEND!
Saturday April 2nd & Sunday April 3rd Noon- 4:00pm
KIDDIELAND OPENS
Saturday May 28th Sunday, May 29th & Monday May 30th Noon - 4pm
SPRING HOURS
Noon - 4:00pm Wednesdays - Sundays Closed Monday & Tuesday

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE 
HERSCHELL FACTORY MUSEUM

BOOK YOUR BIRTHDAY PARTIES WITH US!
Call (716) 693-1885 or email 

info@carrouselmuseum.org for more information
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Experts in Fine Children’s 
Clothing for 25 Years

Amazing 
Spring 

Fashions 
Arriving 

Daily for 
Babies, 
Toddlers & 

Children

CALLING ALL 
BUBBIES!!

5520 Main Street
Williamsville

716-632-2246

5225 Main Street, Williamsville • 75 Main Street, HarborCenter
www.claytonstoystore.com

Open Daily

OLDEST TOY STORE 
IN AMERICA

COMPLIMENTARY 
GIFT WRAPPING

CELEBRATE OUR 100TH YEAR BIRTHDAY!

20% OFF
ONE ITEM
Expires April 30, 2016
One Per Customer

integrityhealthgroup.org

716-691-3400
tonawandapediatrics.com

716-691-4311
transitmeadowpediatrics.com

716-775-3400
islandpediatrics.com

716-837-0995
mainpediatrics.com

We take pride 
in helping develop 

happy,
healthy kids!
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• Spring/Summer 
Camp

• Half and Full 
Day Sessions

• Discounts for 
Multiple Weeks 
or Siblings

Horse Riding Camp at 
Spruce Meadow Farm

SpruceMeadowFarm.com
716-741-2346

10333 Keller Road • Clarence, New York

Buffalo Equestrian 
Center

Sign up now for 
2016 Summer Camp

5 weekly sessions 
beginning June 28th

We also offer 
English Riding lessons 

year ‘round in our 
indoor/outdoor facilities

Ages 6 - Adult

Call for more information 716.877.9295
www.buffaloequestriancenter.org

950 Amherst Street | Buffalo, 14216
email: becandbtrc@aol.com

“Special things happen when children 
and horses are brought together”

Forward, Together

Developing Tomorrow’s Leaders Today

1085 Eggert Road, Amherst, NY 14226
offi ce@kadimah.org

836-6903

Follow us on FB @KadimahAcademy

Forward, Together

Developing Tomorrow’s Leaders Today

Accepting applications 
for 2016-2017 academic year.

Join the 
summer fun!

9 WEEK 
SUMMER CAMP
June 27 - August 26

@ UBCCC South

For kids ages 5-12 years

Nutritious hot & boxed lunches with cool summer snacks

Weekly field trips and swimming

For More Information:
ubcc.buffalo.edu | (716) 829-2226

OHR TEMIMIM provides 
a stimulating and friendly 

environment where children 
achieve academic excellence 
and learn to embrace their 

Jewish heritage for life.

PRESCHOOL-GRADE 8

Rabbi Shmuel Shanowitz
Principal

411 John James Audubon Parkway
Amherst, NY 14228

ohrtemimimschool@gmail.com
www. ohrtemimimschool.com

716-568-0226

 Arts & Crafts  Archery  Nature  Music/Group Games 
 Recreational Swim & Lessons  Outdoor Recreation & Sports 

 Weekly Themes & Clinics And so much more!!
For more information on activities & rates

www.HappyLandDayCamp.com  688-9518

WHERE KIDS HAVE FUN!

WEEKLY CLINICS

• Glass Art • Tye Dye • Sloppy Science 

• Camp Fire Cooking • TONS MORE!

Summers Should Be Spent Outdoors!
Early Bird 

Special!

Register by March 31

 and receive rates 

from 2015!

See Website for

Details.

• Pre-K-11 years of age 
• Flexible Pre-School Program 
• Transportation Included 

• Heated Pools • Extended Day 
• Professional Staff 

• Conveniently located in the 
Williamsville/Amherst Area

WEEKLY CLINICS

ADVENTURE WEEKS
Field Trips and Overnights

for 3rd - 6th graders

 Arts & Crafts  Archery  Nature 

OPEN HOUSESATURDAY, MARCH 19TH3-5pm at Leaps N’Bounce4401 Bryant & Stratton WayWilliamsville, NY 14221Kids come have fun while your parents meet & 
greet the directors - learn about a day in the life of a Happyland camper.

Real Results.
95% of the students that work with  
a College Tutor improve their grades  

and test scores. 

We will develop an individualized  
statement of goals and, through  
one-on-one tutoring, help you  

achieve them.

What’s your goal?  
Tell us.  We will help you reach it!

+ ACT | SAT 

 Test Prep

+ Homework  

 Help

+ Study Skills

collegenanniesandtutors.com/williamsvilleny 
716.353.7900
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By Kathi Freudenheim, President, 
Jewish Genealogical Society  

of Buffalo

The Jewish Genealogical Society of Buffalo 
(JGSB) had its annual Hanukkah party 
in mid-December at the home of Daniel 
Kester, a JGSB Board member, and his wife, 
Gunilla. Many attendees shared news about 
their families and chatted about their lives. 
Others talked about some exciting events, 
and genealogical findings, challenges, and 
reminisced about childhood years. 

Liora Zvi was interested in finding 
her American and Israeli family and 
many suggestions were shared with her. 
For those looking for Israeli records, 
you should try searching the Israel 
Genealogy Research Association at: 
http://genealogy.org.il/AID/index.php. 
You will have to register (free) and can 
view the website in English or Hebrew. 
There is an “All Israel Database” that 
has almost 700,000 records. Most of the 
records are related to records found in 
Israel. But there are archives that deal 

Jewish Genealogical Society of Buffalo

with Jewish communities outside of 
Israel. The International Institute for 
Jewish Genealogy and the Paul Jacobi 
Center at the National Library of Israel 
has a website at:  http://iijg.org/. The 
website for Beit Hatfutsot, the Museum 
of the Jewish People includes a genealogy 

center with databases and 
can be found at: http://www.
bh.org.il/databases/jewish-
genealogy/.

Chana Kotzin was engaged 
in a discussion about finding 
and reading an old long form 
document. She had difficulty 
reading the old handwritten 
script, and of course, being 
an original document, it was 
wearing and fading with 
age. Chana was advised to 
carefully re-read the record 
and look for a registration 
number or a document 
number to help her find more 
information in an archive. 
And here’s a hint for all 
genealogists: seek the long 
form vital records if they are 
available, because they are 
the ones with more details. 
Short form vital records are 
meant to briefly show proof 
that a record exits, and do not 
include many of the items 
contained in the long forms.

Gordon Mittleman also had 
a conversation with Chana 
Kotzin. He intrigued her by 
recalling some of his younger 
days. Gordon said that he did 
not remember very much. As 
he kept sharing those special 
memories, Chana was able to 
ascertain some events and 
names by asking specific 
questions. Eventually, he was 
persuaded to be interviewed 

by her so that the people and history of his youth 
will not be forgotten. Dr. Chana Kotzin can provide 
details for anyone interested in documenting their 
earlier days. She is quite experienced in drawing out 
information from our memories.

Following our meal, Dan Kester gave a presentation 
about his recent trip to Eastern Europe. He explored 
the Baltic countries of Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia. 
Dan showed slides of pictures from the various sites 
he visited and provided us with a very informative talk. 
He will be speaking about his trip to the community in 
the near future.    

Many people are taking shtetl trips to Eastern 
Europe to visit the places where their families once 
lived. The Baltic countries do have fewer Jews now 
than in the past, so you may think that there aren’t 
many Jewish family records available. However, there 
often is a paper trail. There are censuses, tax lists, 
military lists, directories, and more records stored and 
hidden in archives and other facilities. Even though 
some records were destroyed during wartime, many 
have survived. A good place to start to learn about 
the history and the availability of records is on the 
JewishGen website (http://www.jewishgen.org/). There 
is a “Getting Started” button with a drop down list that 
includes “First Timer,” “FAQ,” and “InfoFiles.” These 
webpages are full of information and guidance for all 
levels of genealogists. This is the site to visit to begin 
to learn about Jewish online genealogical searching. 

The JGSB is planning several upcoming events. A 
two-part class, “How to Start Building Your Family 
Tree,” is being offered to Hadassah members on March 
6th and 13th. This is a follow up to the presentation 
that was held in 2014. Basic computer skills will be 
helpful, but there will be coaches in the classroom. 

We are delighted that Henry Wellisch will be coming 
to the JCC Benderson Building on April 17th. Henry is 
a member of the Toronto Jewish Genealogical Society 
and is a renowned speaker. More about this event will 
be made available soon.

The JGSB will be celebrating the 30th anniversary 
of the group’s founding in May 2016. It has been a 
long journey from May 1986 when the founders, Ferne 
Mittleman and Muriel Selling, formed the group. They 
did their research by visiting libraries and writing 
letters to total strangers, because in 1986 most people 
did not have computers and internet was very new. 
Researchers have seen many positive changes in the 
genealogy world since then.

The JGSB has an excellent Jewish genealogy library. 
Anyone can access major and lesser known online 
resources such as videos, webinars, databases and the 
special collections of universities, public libraries, and 
governments. Even Jewish Museums are accessible 
through the internet. Many of our members use social 
media to assist in their family research. All of this can 
be done from your home computers. Thirty years has 
made a huge difference in how Jewish genealogy is 
conducted and in bringing families together.

We invite you to contact the JGSB at 
jewishgenbuffalo@gmail.com for assistance or for 
information on membership. 

Reciting Hanukkah blessings and candle lighting at the JGSB Hanukkah party in 
December. From left to right around the table: Renata Lefcourt, Liora Ziv, Gordon 
Mittleman, Gunilla Kester, Daniel Kester, Bernie Zysman, and Charlie Lefcourt.

Laughter and lament, joy and pain 
succumb to affi rmations of life well journeyed 

 – to loving testaments etched in stone  

PLOTS AVAILABLE
For more information, call 204-2246.
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Hebrew High Happenings
Not only has Hebrew High 
established a new structure, 
but we have also added some 
new classes. One in particular 
is the class on Tikkun Olam. 
Tikkun Olam means “repairing 
the world” and it is used to 
refer to the pursuit of social 
action and social justice. A 
main principle in Jewish life is 
tzedakah and this course helps 
to bring to life this important 
value.  

Our class brings together 
different synagogues’ 
Confirmation students to 
learn about the concept 
of Tikkun Olam, what is 
currently happening in the 
community, and how the 
students can contribute to 
it. The teacher for the class, 
Ayelet Harel, has different 
speakers come in each week 
to talk with the students. 
Speakers are from various 

organizations such as The Town Square Food 
Pantry, Weinberg Campus, Holocaust Resource 
Center, Hebrew Benevolent Loan Association, and 
others. The students are able to get an in-depth 
understanding of why all these organizations are 
vital for the community and how they are connected 
to the idea of Tikkun Olam. At the completion of the 
class, students will use their new understanding of 
Tikkun Olam to create their own project of social 
action. These projects will be completed by the end 
of Hebrew High, and we can’t wait to see what our 
students will do!

Hebrew High Session 3 began on February 24 
and there is still room for teens to join in on the 
fun. For more information please visit our website,  
www.bjebuffalo.org or contact Melissa Schreiber 
at 716-204-5380 or melissa@bjebuffalo.org.   

UB INSTITUTE AND BJE  
LECTURE SERIES CONTINUES 

By Ethel Melzer, Adult Education Director

The Bureau of Jewish 
Education and the new 
Department of Jewish 
Thought (formerly the 
Institute of Jewish Thought 
and Heritage) at the 
University of Buffalo will 
co-sponsor the third lecture 
in their series on “LOVE 
– An Exploration of Love 
in Jewish Thought and 
Tradition.” The series will 
continue with Professor Alex 
Green on Tuesday, March 15 
from 7:00 – 8:30 PM in the 
Lippman Lounge at the JCC’s 
Benderson Family Building 
(2640 North Forest Road in 
Getzville). Dr. Green will 
speak on “Love, Power and 
Wisdom” and the lecture is 
FREE AND OPEN TO THE 
COMMUNITY. The Buffalo 

Chapter of Hadassah will be joining with the BJE to serve 
kosher refreshments following Professor Green’s talk.

The faculty members who make up the new UB 
Department of Jewish Thought are Marla Segol, Sergey 
Dolgopolski, Alex Green, Richard Cohen and Noam Pines. 
Watch for future announcements for the April and May 
lectures that will complete the five-lecture series.

Reservations are recommended at www.bjebuffalo.
org or contact Ethel Melzer, Director of Adult Education 
at the BJE at ethel@bjebuffalo.org or call the office at  
716-204-5380.

Dr. Sergey Dolgopolski speaking at the second lecture in the 
LOVE series.
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KADIMAH ACADEMY 16–17 SCHOOL 
YEAR REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!

Kadimah Academy has opened its 
registration for the 2016–2017 school 
year. The academic program of excellence 
continues to expand with even further 
emphasis on math, science and technology 
as well as Judaic curriculum. 

For example, Kadimah’s exceptional 
robotics class with UB Department of 
Engineering will now start in fourth 
grade.

Middle school students could now 
work towards earning a ninth grade ELA 
credit, along with the Regents credit in 
math, science and Hebrew.

Our unique nursery 3–4 program, 
Ganon Kadimah is already almost at 
capacity for next year. 

In May of 2017 Kadimah students 

in grade 7 and 8 will also have the 
opportunity to travel to Israel where 
they will practice the Hebrew they have 
learned as well as experience firsthand 
the history, culture and religion that has 
been a core part of their education at 
the school.

Kadimah’s school structure allows 
for the ultimate individualized attention 
where each student’s needs are met. 
Kadimah Academy puts great emphasis 
on leadership and taking responsibility 
for one’s actions, as well as individual 
and collective responsibility to give 
back to the community. For more 
information, go to www.Kadimah.org 
or call (716)836-6903.

BUFFALO HADASSAH EVENTS
Buffalo Hadassah has planned many special 
activities for the month of March.

The Jewish Genealogy Society will 
be meeting with interested Hadassah  
and community members on March 6 
and March 13 from 1:00pm to 3:00pm 
in the afternoon at the Getzville JCC. 
Participants should bring a laptop or 
tablet to the meeting to facilitate the 
genealogical search process.

There will also be a luncheon at ECC 
Culinary Institute on Thursday, March 
17. This yearly event is always well-
attended and attendees are encouraged 
to make their reservations early because 
there is a maximum seating of 60 in the 
dining room. Contact Sophia Veffer for 
details at greatestoma1@aol.com.

Our regular groups will meet as 
usual with  Pray Tell on March 14, Book 
Club on March 21 and Hebrew class 
every Wednesday at 1:00pm. For more 
information on any Hadassah activity, 
email mkatzel@me.com or  mseller@
buffalo.edu.

Please join the Holocaust 
Resource Center of Buffalo 
for a special “Upstander” 
fundraiser performance of 
Weisenthal, Sunday, March 20, 
which features a reception 
at 1:00 pm and the perfor-
mance at 2:00 pm at the 710 
Main Theatre.  Weisenthal is a 
moving, humorous, true story 
based on the life of Nazi 
hunter Simon Weisenthal.  
Tickets for the Upstander 
Fundraiser performance are 
$100 each and the number of 
tickets is limited.

The Holocaust Resource 
Center of Buffalo raises 
funds to make sure that 
this and future genera-
tions learn the lessons of 
the Holocaust and seek to 
create a more tolerant soci-
ety. Founded in 1983, the 
Holocaust Resource Center 
is committed to height-
ening public awareness, 
knowledge and understand-
ing of the Holocaust. This 
is achieved through docu-
mentation and personal tes-
timony of local Holocaust 
survivors, through the edu-

HRC Presents “Upstander” 
Fundraiser Performance  

of Wiesenthal 
MARCH 20

cation of future generations with in-school visits 
and presentations, through a wide range of in-
service workshops, teacher training trips to Wash-
ington, D.C. and continuing education courses for 
the Erie County Bar Association and Erie County 
Medical Society.

To purchase a ticket, contact the HRCOB  
at adnin@hrcbuffalo.org or by phone at  
716-634-9535.  

All Suites Non Smoking • 2 People Per Suite
In Room Fridge, Microwaves, Coffee Makers

Free Internet & Free Movies
Offer cannot be combined with on line reservation. Expires 3/31/16 JJ

Lockport Inn & Suites

(716) 434-5595 OR 1-877-465-4100
315 S. TRANSIT ROUTE 78 LOCKPORT NY

10% Off ANY FIREPLACE & 
JACUZZI SUITE

http://Kadimah.org
mailto:greatestoma1@aol.com
mailto:mkatzel@me.com
mailto:mseller@buffalo.edu
mailto:mseller@buffalo.edu
mailto:adnin@hrcbuffalo.org
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No one wants to admit their gambling 
may be a problem. After all, buying lottery 
tickets in bulk, big betting on the big game, 
spending a few nights a week at the casino 
are not reasons to panic – until the lights 
won’t turn on when you flick the switch 
or the kids’ school is calling because the 
tuition is late.

“For adults, the first signs that gambling 
may be a problem can include betting more 
than you intended, going to gamble more 
often, staying longer and gambling alone,” 
says Mary McConnell. Ph.D., JFS Licensed 
Clinical Social Worker and Certified 
Gambling Counselor.

Borrowing money to gamble, gambling 
when feeling bad or angry, or skipping 
family obligations to gamble are also 
warning signals. The difference between 
problem gambling and gambling addiction, 
McConnell explains, is “technical” based 
on individual inventory of the following 
10 criteria:

• Thinking constantly about gambling
• Increasing bets to sustain the thrill
• Agitation when cutting back
• Gambling as an escape
• “Chasing” losses with more gambling
• Lying to conceal gambling activity
• Financing bets through illegal acts
• Jeopardizing significant relationships 

with family and friends
• Relying on others for bailing out
• Failing in attempts to control or stop 

gambling

“If you exhibit three or four, it is problem 
gambling. If you exhibit five or more it 
is ‘addiction.’ Problem gamblers become 
addicted when they continue to play out 
of control. Both are serious problems and 
should be addressed,” she counsels.

The New York State Office of Alcoholism 
and Substance Abuse Services (OASAS) 

estimates that problem gambling affects 
five percent of all adults living in New York, 
a total of more than 750,000.  Among New 
Yorkers ages 12 to 17, problem gambling 
is impacting 160,000, or one out of every 
ten youth. Approximately 25 percent of 
the youth problem gamblers also report 
substance abuse problems.

 “These figures do not fully depict the 
widespread impact of addiction in New 
York because of the millions of other 
individuals whose lives are also affected: 
the children, spouses, and extended 
families. The cost to society is compounded 
by the consequences of addiction, which 
impact public safety, health, welfare, and 
education throughout the State,” according 
to www.health.ny.gov.

People who gamble heavily exhibit 
anxiety, depression, sleep disturbances, 
anger, fear and disrupted concentration, 
as well as lack of self-confidence, lack of 
interest in things, and problems managing 
day-to-day life and responsibilities, reports 
McConnell.

 “All of these symptoms affect family 
relationships,” she says. 

Judaism by the strict letter of its law 
permits playing cards for money, betting 
on horses and organizing and participating 

in raffle.  But games of chance, even for 
reasons of charity, are generally considered 
unsuitable for places attached to a house 
of worship.  

“Whenever gambling got out of hand, 
the Jewish moralists condemned it as a 
frivolous pursuit and…especially, because 
it could easily lead to impoverishment and 
destroy family life,” explains Rabbi Louis 
Jacobs at www.myjewishlearning.com, in 
an excerpt reprinted from “The Jewish 
Religion: A Companion.” 

At Chabad.org, Rabbi Eliezer Danzinger 
writes that: “Gambling, whether betting 
on horses, roulette or cards, only gives 
the illusion of contributing to the local 
economy.  In the end, though, it contributes 
nothing of value that endures.”

The unspoken stigma of problem 
gambling or gambling addiction, considered 
a chronic illness, often prevents people 
and family members from reaching out for 
the help they need. “It’s like any illness. 
It comes from inside. It’s not something 
you can handle by yourself. The issues get 
more and more ingrained and finances get 
worse,” says McConnell.

 “If you think someone you know or 
love may have a problem, ask them to sit 
down and talk. Talk with them nicely and 
let them know you are concerned. If you 
start accusing, they are going to walk,” she 
advises.

The JFS Gambling Recovery Program, 
located at 70 Barker Street, Buffalo, NY  
14209, promotes abstinence, relapse 
prevention, family healing, reestablishment 
of family values and relationships 
and financial stability. To make an 
appointment or for more information call 
716-883-1914. JFS accepts more forms of 
insurance.

MARCH IS NATIONAL PROBLEM GAMBLING AWARENESS MONTH

 If Gambling Is A Problem In Your Family, JFS Can Help

http://www.health.ny.gov
http://www.myjewishlearning.com
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Foundation offers Liberal Jewish  
Studies Grants

The Institute for Liberal Jewish Studies 
(ILJS), begun in 1993 as a collaborative 
effort of Congregation Havurah, Temple 
Beth Am, Temple Beth Zion and Temple 
Sinai, is making funds up to $4000 
available for a program reflecting the 
mission of the ILJS, which is the belief that 
exposure to a broad spectrum of Jewish 
views and scholarship will strengthen 
our community’s commitment to Jewish 
continuity.  

The ILJS Fund for the Future committee, 
administered by the Foundation for 
Jewish Philanthropies, is accepting 
Letters of Inquiry sent to the Foundation 
office about community programs and 
projects which are collaborative adult 
Jewish learning experiences in a liberal 
context. Kathy Gordon, Steve Schwartz 
and Susan Goldberg Schwartz serve 
on the committee and look forward 
to reviewing all applications, which 
should be sent to Peter Fleischmann 

at the Foundation for Jewish 
Philanthropies office, 2640 North 
Forest Road, Getzville, NY  14068. 
You may call him at 716-204-1133.  

Previous ILJS programs have 
included scholars in residence such 
as Rabbi Lawrence Kushner, Rabbi 
David Wolpe, Ellen Umansky, Judith 
Abrams, Alan Cooper, Ari Elon and 
Rabbis Michael Feschbach, Ronne 
Friedman and Barry Schwartz 
together, Ellen Frankel, David 
Nelson, Neil Gillman, Rabbi Elyse 
Goldstein, Rabbi Danny Siegel and 
Rabbis Harry Rosenfeld, Jerry Seidler 
and Irwin Tanenbaum together.

Visiting Scholars have included 
Daniel Matt, David Cooper, Neil 
Gillman, Rabbi Elyse Goldstein, 
Marci Prager, Kate Wenner, Rabbi 
Arthur Waskow, Tirzah Firestone, 
Aaron Lansky, Alan Lew, Rabbi 
Lawrence Kushner and others.   

If you have questions about 
the project, contact Kathy Gor-
don (kbgrhg@verizon.net), Steve 
Schwartz (stevens@localnet.
com) or Susan Goldberg Schwartz 
(sgpardo@aol.com).  

 Discussing the new ILJS grant program are Fund for the Future Committee members Susan Schwartz, 
Steve Schwartz, Kathy Gordon and Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies Director Peter Fleischmann.
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Compulsion 
or The House 

Behind 
AT JRT  

MARCH 31 – APRIL 24, 2016
Directed by Saul Elkin

Jewish Repertory Theatre presents its final 
show in its 13th season Compulsion or The House 
Behind, by Rinne Groff, March 31 – April 24, 2016. 
Sid Silver is a man obsessed. When he learns about a 
young girl named Anne Frank and her extraordinary 
diary, Silver makes it his mission to ensure her tale 
is heard. But is the manuscript a work of art? A 
cultural treasure? Once publishers and producers 
get involved, it becomes “a very valuable product,” 
and Silver’s good intentions prove to be his undoing. 

stage by the formidable Peter 
Palmisano, who has engaged 
WNY audiences for decades and 
most recently with his portrayal 
of Joe Keller at the Irish Classical 
Theatre Company’s production 
of Arthur Miller’s All My Sons. 
Joining him and returning to the 
JRT stage are husband and wife 
actors Ray Boucher and Anne 
Roaldi. Saul Elkin, JRT’s founding 
artistic director will direct. 

Also on stage, are two puppets 
who play Silver’s imagined 
character of Anne Frank and 
Peter Van Daan, who was also 
hiding in the attic with Anne 
and her family. The puppets have 
been constructed by performer 
and artist Michele Costa and will 
be operated by stage manager 
Amelia Scinta. “The presence of 
these puppets puts the play into 
a unique theatrical context,” says 
director Elkin. “The puppets are 
there as characters who engage 
with the actors, but they also step 
away to act as commentators who 
address the audience directly. 
Overall, the presence of these 
puppets adds a unique layer to 
the production that I think our 
audience will truly enjoy.”

Please note! There will be no 
performances of Compulsion or 
The House Behind on Saturday, 
April 23. There will be additional 
performances added to the 
schedule on Wednesday, April 13 
and Wednesday, April 20, both at 
7:30 p.m.

The Jewish Repertory Theatre 
of Western New York is a program 
of the JCC of Greater Buffalo.  
This season’s original artwork 
is created by graphic artist and 
photographer Michael Morgulis. 
All productions take place at 
The Maxine and Robert Seller 
Theatre, JCC Benderson Family 
Building at 2640 North Forest 
Road, Amherst, NY. 

For more info on JRT, pro-
ductions, dates and tickets, visit 
www.jewishrepertorytheatre.
com. Tickets are available at 
688-4114, ext. 391, through 
Showclix at 1-888-718-4253 
(Monday-Friday, 9am-9pm EST) 
or at either JCC reception desk.

JCC Art Gallery is 
Child’s Play

TUESDAYS
New Yorker Magazine Discussion 
Group
Facilitator: Sheila Shapiro
10:30 AM, Ongoing

Current Issues
Peer led group discussing local, national 
and world issues.
1:00 PM, Ongoing

WEDNESDAYS
Re-Reading the Classics
Reading five Shakespeare plays to 
discover what makes Shakespeare  
still so great.
Facilitator: Dr. Ted Steinberg
March 2 – May 5, 10:30 AM

Law & Courtroom Drama  
in Classic Film
View and discuss classic films that 
explore courtroom drama and our  
legal process.

Facilitator: Mary Ellen Shaughnessy
March 2 – May 18, 1:00 PM

THURSDAYS
LIMUD
Sometimes a speaker, film or music.
What is humor?  What makes you 
laugh?  Have you ever met a humorless 
person? All topics related to humor will 
be addressed during four sessions, as 
part of a Limud Series.
Moderator: Andre Toth
March 3 – March 24, 10:30 AM

Bringing Short Stories to Life
Reading short stories aloud and 
discussing with the group.
Facilitator:  Dr. Regina Grol
March 10 – May 12, 1:00 PM

Call Karla Wiseman for more 
information 204-2257. Please register 
on-line or at the member services desk.

ADULT PROGRAMS:
NEW HORIZONS AT THE JCC

The JCC Art Galleries will feature the most popular and 
heartwarming exhibit of the year this March and April, 
when the walls are made especially beautiful with artwork 
created by the children in the Early Childhood Program. 

The Bunis Family Gallery at the Benderson Family 
Building and the Art Gallery at the Holland Family 
Building will feature exhibits of multi-media artwork, 

including paintings, 
drawings, crayon, string 
art, collage and more 
created by children ages 
1 ½ - 5 years of age.

This is an especially 
special exhibit because 
children in the early 
childhood program travel 
through the galleries on 
a regular basis and have 
time to share and admire 
their work. 

For more information 
on the JCC Early 
Childhood Program, 
please contact Early 
Childhood Director 
Barbara Redden at 886-
3145, ext. 408.

Spring 2016
Benderson Family Building

2640 North Forest Road, Getzville, NY

Sid Silver is modeled on the real life writer Meyer 
Levin, who read Anne Frank’s diary in France after 
World War II. Silver, working with Anne’s father, 
Otto Frank, lobbied to have the diary published 
in the United States, and adapted it for the stage. 
Levin’s play was rejected by Broadway producers 
who were looking for a less harsh, more sentimental 
version of the story that was eventually written by 
Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett, a decision 
that led Mr. Levin to immerse himself in litigation 
for many years.

Compulsion or the House Behind enjoyed 
strong success off Broadway in New York City, 
with the title character of Sid Silver played by 
Mandy Patinkin. The Jewish Repertory Theatre 
is fortunate to have that character played on our 
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Expanding our Horizons: 
The Digital Public Library 

of America (dp.la)
By Chana Revell Kotzin,  

PhD.  Director, Jewish Buffalo Archives Project.

Serendipitous discoveries are happening daily at our online photographic archive! In May 
2012, the first set of over 300 images relating to Jewish Buffalo went “live” at nyheritage.
org/collections/jewish-buffalo-image-collection. This New York Heritage Legacy website 
holds a wealth of New York State-related historical materials in many different formats, 
including newspapers, photographs and pamphlets.  In the summer of 2014 we added 
another 300+ images to NY Heritage making even more of the images from Jewish 
Buffalo available to a statewide audience. There have been many thousands of “clicks” 
over the years, and we are regularly contacted by people who call to tell us they have 
seen a parent, grandparent, an old friend, or even a beloved place that still had meaning 
for them decades later.  

We were able to create this online service through two successful grant applications 
to the Western New York Libraries Resource Council (WNYLRC) in partnership 
with the University Archives at the University at Buffalo. Now NY Heritage and the 
WNYLRC have partnered with the Digital Public Library of America (DPLA) enabling 
Jewish Buffalo to reach an even wider audience.  The mission of the DPLA is to provide 
for “the full breadth of human expression, from the written word, to works of art and 
culture, to records of America’s heritage,” and it currently includes over 10 million 
items from libraries, archives and museums nationwide. 

We are now part of that million-strong 
resource! Please enjoy exploring the 
dp.la collection directly from the online 
address: dp.la . Once there, type “Buffalo, 
Jewish” in the search bar, or BUF009 
and all of the images we have in NY 
Heritage will be accessible, with newer 
refined categories on the left hand side.  
These selections make for even easier 
searching for a particular institution, a 
set of specific dates, a family name, or 
even our text-only materials. 

Websites like NY Heritage and the 
DPLA as well as the web address: 
www.jewsinamerica, where you can 
find detailed written guides (“Finding 
Aids”) to help you navigate through 

Jay L. Mesnekoff
Director

the collections, are all ways in which 
the Jewish Buffalo Archives Project is 
making materials available in different 
ways and formats.  And if you still 
prefer to curl up with a book, a limited 
number of copies of Jewish Community of 
Greater Buffalo are still available through 
the Bureau of Jewish Education office 
located in the JCC at 2640 North Forest 
Road, Suite 400, on the second floor.  

If you’d like to know more about the 
Jewish Buffalo Archives Project, please 
contact: Chana Revell Kotzin, Director, 
Jewish Buffalo Archives Project, at 
716-204-5388.  You can also email 
archivesproject@bjebuffalo.org. 

A JBIC  Screenshot of DPLA

HBLA SAYS L’ CHAIM! TO LIFE (MEMBERS)!
Buffalo’s Hebrew Benevolent Loan 
Association (HBLA) has had a long and 
distinguished history in our community.  
Founded in 1897, it is one of the oldest 
Jewish free loan societies in the U.S.  HBLA 
is proud of its honor roll of life members.  
Their financial commitment to HBLA has 
been its lifeblood , enabling  HBLA to lend 
tens of thousands of dollars to Western New 
Yorkers—providing a hand up not a hand out, 
the highest form pf tzedakah.   

A past practice of HBLA was to inscribe 
the name of each new life member on 
a plaque.  At one time, more than 400 
plaques adorned the walls of the HBLA 
offices on Delaware Avenue.  Plaque 
production   stopped more than a decade 
ago, and the existing ones have been in 
storage ever since the HBLA offices moved 
to the JCC Benderson Building in Getzville.

The HBLA Board of Directors voted 
recently to contact individuals whose 
names appear on plaques to offer them 

the opportunity to claim those bearing 
their names or the names of loved ones. 
In the April 2016 issue of the JJWNY, a full 
list of the names on plaques will be listed 
along with information about claiming the 
plaques.  

For additional information, visit the 
HBLA website: wnyhbla.org or call (716) 
204-0542.  

 

http://nyheritage.org/collections/jewish-buffalo-image-collection
http://nyheritage.org/collections/jewish-buffalo-image-collection
http://www.jewsinamerica
mailto:archivesproject@bjebuffalo.org
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FREE  
Service Call 
with Repair

716-217-2331
5462 SHERIDAN DRIVE | WILLIAMSVILLE | 716.831.8018 | WWW.ALTMANDENTAL.COM

Nutrition and Dental Health-The Team Approach
Call Us 

and Schedule Your 
Next Cleaning

More than 1000 City Honors 
School students, teachers and 
community members attended 
the “Keeping the Dream Alive 
Assembly” to honor Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.’s birthday 
Friday January 15 at the Buffalo 
school. Dr. Sol Messinger, a 
Holocaust Survivor, was the 
key note speaker and shared 
his story of being a refugee on 
the SS St. Louis. The St. Louis 
left Germany on May 14th 1939 
with 900 passengers fleeing 
Nazi persecution. The ship was 
not allowed to dock in Cuba 
and was  turned back to Europe. 
Most passengers were sent to 
concentration camps and died. 
Sol’s family was fortunate and 
after being placed in French 
detention camps — then 
escaping — were able to obtain 
US visas and arrived in New 

DR. SOL MESSINGER DELIVERED 
KEYNOTE AT MLK COMMEMORATION

York City in the Spring of 1942. Sol spoke about Nazi era racism and 
the importance of tolerance of all people. “There are many things that 
should be improved in the US, but we are all very lucky to be in this great 
country,” he said. Sol’s speaking was arranged by City Honors Student 
Maura Graham with Dr. Bill Kresse, the principal of City Honors School.

Dr. Bill Kresse (City Honors School 
Principal) with Dr. Sol Messinger

Dr. Sol Messinger with Student 
coordinator, Maura Graham

MIDDLE EAST PANEL 
APRIL 10

Buffalo Hadassah is sponsoring an important panel 
discussion on the Middle East on Sunday, April 10 at 4:30 
pm at the Benderson JCC. The title of the presentation is 
“American Jews, Israel and the Exploding Middle East...
What’s Next?” The panel discussion is co-sponsored by 
the Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo and the Jewish 
Community Center.

The distinguished speakers on the panel are Rob Goldberg, 
Executive Director of the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Buffalo; Dr. Ernest Sternberg, Professor at the University 
of Buffalo and former Chair of Scholars for Peace in the 
Middle East (SPME); and Dan Metchnik, Director of Buffalo 
Hillel and a shaliach from Israel. Some of the difficult topics 
that they will explore include: How Israel is affected by the 
constant turmoil in the Middle East; The impact of the Iran 
Treaty; The continuing hostility between the Sunnis and 
Shiites; Terrorism on the streets of Israel and much more.  
There will be an opportunity for questions from the audience. 

Refreshments will be served at this event, which is open 
to the community. There is a charge of $5.00. Checks should 
be made out to Buffalo Hadassah and sent to either Marlene 
Katzel, 503 Linwood Ave., Buffalo, 14209 or Maxine Seller, 
812 Forest Ave., Buffalo, 14299.



40   www.jfedbflo.com | March 2016

A G E N C I E S

Thank you Home Depot!

The fourth and fifth grade girls at Ohr Temimim have been busy building, 
and they have Home Depot to thank for this opportunity. Home Depot generously 
donated kids’ workshop kits to Mrs. Bolles’s class. It is a great fit to the simple machine 
unit that the students are working on.  Under the direction of their teacher, Nancy 
Bolles, the girls have created Pushkas (charity boxes), chalkboards and spinning boxes.

Students collected toys for Chai Lifeline and Jewish Family services.

COMING IN THE APRIL ISSUE OF JEWISH JOURNAL

To adver t ise , please contact  Cynthia Oppenheimer at  972-2240 
coppenheimer@jewishjournalwny.com

or Robin Kurss at  972-2235 
rkurss@jewishjournalwny.com

Deadline: March 11th

Meet your Attorney
* Special Section
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Torah & Tea
A program entitled “Torah & Tea” was 

hosted and led by Rivky Greenberg, in which 
they explored the difference between “living” 
and “existing.” Knowing the difference will 
help people in their struggles and bring clarity 
to their lives. Rivky concluded the evening 
with a beautiful song about our purpose in this 
world. Women got to study, schmooze, sip tea, 
nosh and left inspired.

“Torah & Tea” is a program of the Jewish 
Discovery Center. A different topic is chosen 
every month and women are welcome to 
participate in one or any number of classes.

You may email Rivky at TorahandTea@
gmail.com or contact her at (716) 906-8890 
to learn more about this program. 

Announcing the
2016 Holocaust Resource Center WNY 
Arts & Writing Contest for Grades 7-12
The Dangers of stereotyping: The Holocaust to the Present

•  The competition is open ONLY to Western New York students in grades 7–12.  
You can look at the entry categories and criteria at www.hrcbuffalo.org. 

•  All entries should focus on the theme—The Dangers of Stereotyping: The 
Holocaust to the Present. 

• All entries must be based on an informed understanding of the Holocaust 
(1933–45).

•  Students should gather information on the theme and do research on the 
Holocaust.  

Resources are widely available, including the following:
-  Holocaust Resource Center of Buffalo: www.hrcbuffalo.org  
(this website also has information on a variety of other websites including 
lesson plans and common core ideas) 
-  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum: www.ushmm.org
-  Yad Vashem: www.yadvashem.org

•  Entries should be mailed to or dropped off at the Holocaust Resource Center, 
336 Harris Hill Rd., Suite 302, Williamsville, New York  14221. You may wish to call 
the office (634-9535) or email: mara@hrcbuffalo.org to schedule your delivery. 

Deadline: Must be received no later than Friday, March 18, 2016.

Sponsored by the Holocaust Resource Center of Buffalo,  
the Renee and Boris Joffe Foundation and the Mary Deane Freedland Foundation.

Rivky Greenberg taught a lovely group of women 
and engaged them in a meaningful discussion.

Some of the women, several new to the class, stayed 
on to shmooze after the class.

Lynn Catalano, pictured here with Rivky, 
enjoyed her first Torah & Tea experience.

A beautifully 
set table 
with fruit and 
desserts was 
set up for the 
women to 
enjoy

Jamie Potash and Becky Shaw enjoyed their first get 
together

Torah & Tea in actionThe women had a wonderful time at Torah & Tea.
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Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation GALA

Eyal Rob at UB Hillel

Theater at TBZ

Forget Us Not
County Executive Mark Poloncarz introduced Heather 

E. Connell and her film “Forget Us Not” to 300 hundred 
people who attended the U.N. Holocaust Remembrance 
Day event January 27 at The Park School of Buffalo. 

In his introduction, Mr. Poloncarz shared his Polish 
Catholic history including the death of a family member 
in Auschwitz concentration camp. He stressed the 
importance of Ms. Connell’s making this film at a time 
when we need to be tolerant of others.

The film “Forget Us Not” focuses on the five million 
non-Jewish victims of the World War II. Ms. Connell 
who wrote, directed and produced the filmed answered 
questions from the audience after the film. Ms. Connell 
realized during a visit to Dachau in 2002 that she was 
not aware of other persecuted groups. Many audience 
members agreed and appreciated the creation of the 
film.

The Holocaust Resource Center of Buffalo is the 
first Holocaust organization in North American to 
have brought the film and director for an event. Other 
partners to the event include: The Anne Frank Project 
(Buffalo State College), The Jewish Federation of Greater 
Buffalo, The Park School of Buffalo, Congregation Shir 
Shalom, Temple Beth Zion, Bureau of Jewish Education, 
and Hebrew High, Jewish Community Center of Greater 
Buffalo, and Cultural Arts at the JCC.

For more information about “Forget Us Not” go to 
forgetusnotmovie.com.

Dr. Sam , Danielle and Joni Shatkin Beth Balber Sonnerreich Marcus,  her daughter Cantor Penny 
Myers and granddaughter Corinne Myers

Howard and Ruth Schwartz February 6 featured a dramatic recitation of a “playlet” 
by Grant Golden.  Participants included

Grant Golden, Anna Marie Richmond,  Dr. Phil Glick, Rob 
Rothkopf, Emma Rothkopf and  Cantor Penny Myers.

Meeting over dinner were Lital Liberty, special guest Eyal Rob,  
Sheeda Golian, Ben Schiller, Dan Metchnik, Valerie  

and Howard Rosenhoch

UB Hillel students with Israeli speaker 
Eyal Rob (center) at UB

UB for Israel display Eyal Rob speaking to students and community 
members at UB

Eyal Rob and Dan Metchnik 
in Niagara Falls
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Hadassah Hanukkah Happening

Hon. Sean Ryan at Federation

Network for Religious Communities (NRC) Annual Meeting

Opening Night of the Jewish Repertory Theatre’s “Bad Jews”

Hadassah Hanukkah Happening

Ellen Capell and Susan Bergman A large crowd attended the holiday sale Vanessa Myers and Julia Cohen Elaine Kellick and Michelle Polonski

UB volunteers helping with children’s Hanukkah games Nancy Greenberg and Sherri Davis Assembly Member Sean Ryan and 
Josh Pennell, his Chief of Staff,  at a 

Federation Board Meeting

Assembly Member Ryan spoke to the Board about his recent trip to 
Israel, highlighted in the February 2016 JJWNY

Rev. Jeff Carter Spoke about-end-of- life decisions 
and patients in his Pentacostal church

NRC Outgoing President Rabbi Alex Lazarus-Klein spoke about 
the Jewish tradition and end-of-life decisions

Dr. Irwin Gelman attended the session with his wife, Mara Koven-
Gelman, director of the Holocaust Resource Center

Rabbi Lazarus Klein with Robin Raphael at the 
NRC meeting.

Darlene and friends: Darleen Pickering-Hummert, 
Ted Hadley, Marie Hadley

Doug and Polly Smith Marla Segol, Ann Emo, Richard Satterwhite Sandra Montgomery, David Bunis, a friend,  Saul Elkin, Tom Zindle, 
Janine Elkin and Javier Bustillos
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I knew nothing, and Doris related her 
family story. Her great grandfather, 
Joseph, was a brother of Yatzkan and 
my grandmother Rivka. Her maternal 
grandmother, Cheina, and one of her 
children, Mina, were killed in the Shoah. 
Her mother, Ascia, as a child hid in a hay 
stack in Lithuania and then was hidden 
with nuns. After the War, she went with 
family to South Africa where there was a 
Lithuanian Jewish community. Doris was 
born and grew up in South Africa until 
she moved to Copenhagen, the home of 
her husband.  

Doris, an artist, shared with us a seven-
minute video of her performance art and 
told us about her trip taking her mother 
back to her childhood home in Lithuania, 
about which I will write more later. 

Anna was an only child. Her mother, 
Tiya Yatzkan (“Tiya”) was the youngest 
of Yatzkan’s five daughters, Ada, born 
in 1904, Oma, Edja, Irene and Tiya born 
in 1919 and the last to die in 2004. 

MEETING MY YATZKAN FAMILY IN 
PARIS.  PART I

By Harold Halpern

Last year in this Journal I wrote about my quest to find the family of my great uncle 
Shmuel Yatzkan (“Yatzkan”) whose fame was passed down in my family from my 
parents who received it from my grandmother, Rivka Halpern, a sister of Yatzkan. Rivka 
died in 1934 and Yatzkan in 1936.  The Yatzkan family and the Halpern family came 
from  Vabalninkas (“Vabalniki” in Yiddish) Lithuania.

About four or five years ago noodling 
on the Internet I came across an email 
from Anna Kendall (“Anna”) from Paris 
France describing herself as a Yatzkan 
granddaughter. I was incredibly excited. 
We exchanged emails immediately. Not 
much later, Susan and I were on our way 
to meet Anna in Paris.

Anna met us at the airport holding 
a sign with one word,”Yatzkan.” We 
hugged and cried. As we walked from the 
airport we were accompanied by a fully-
fledged camera man and followed by the 
boom of a proper sound engineer. This 
scene was repeated later in the day. Anna 
had also connected for the first time with 
Doris Bloom, a Yatzkan cousin living 
in Copenhagen. She and her husband, 
Henryk, flew to Paris to meet us. Anna 
had us all over to her apartment with the 
film crew.

We schmoozed and related our stories 
to each other. I told of my desire to 
meet the Yatzkan family about whom 

Anna was in the midst of researching 
all she could find out about Yatzkan. 
She showed us pictures of Yatzkan, a 
commemorative book celebrating the 
first twenty years of The Haynt, the 
Yiddish daily newspaper founded and 
published by Yatzkan in Warsaw, articles 
by and about Yatzkan and pictures of his 
funeral with thousands present. 

Anna, a movie documentarist, was in 
midst of writing a movie about Yatzkan 
which was ultimately titled LES YATZKAN 
(THE YATZKANS). This was the reason 
we were filmed at the airport and at 
Anna’s apartment. Of course we had no 
idea what would be cut and left on the 
floor or what would be included in the 
documentary. And there was no certainty 
that the movie would be successful and 
even see the light of day.

Before leaving Paris, we met a number 
of additional Yatzkan cousins with 
whom we were delighted to share stories 
as we enjoyed meals together. All of 
the Yatzkans should be proud of their 
heritage.

POLIN OPENING 2014 and YATZKAN 

The Museum of the History of Polish 
Jews in Warsaw, POLIN, last year, 
celebrated the opening of its permanent 
galleries dedicated to the history of 
over 1000 years of Jewish presence in 
Poland attended by the Presidents of 
Israel and Poland and invited guests 
from around the world. The museum is 
divided into time period sections. The 
Haynt and Yatzkan are included in the 
section displaying important events 
occurring between the two World Wars. 
It was very heady for Susan and me to 
be there both as Press representatives of 

the Jewish Journal of WNY and as invited 
guests representing the Yatzkan family 
together with Anna Alter (daughter of 
Edja), a Yatzkan granddaughter, born in 
Poland and now living in Paris whom we 
met in Warsaw for the first time. It was 
wonderful to share the celebration with 
a Yatzkan cousin.

LES YATZKAN

Anna’s documentary of Yatzkan 
turned out to be a success. Susan and 
I were invited to view it at the Shoah 
Memorial in Paris on November 29, 2015. 
The movie opens with a sequence of 
Anna’s mother, Tiya, filmed by Anna 
in 1982 many years before she died. A 
butterfly had appeared in her apartment. 
Tiya tells Anna how sad she was that 
the butterfly wouldn’t stay with her and 
flew out of the window. Narrator Anna 
tells us that her mother wished that her 
daughter would remain with her forever 
just as she wished the butterfly would 
do. Tiya couldn’t part with anything or 
anyone.

Born in England of Polish-French 
parents who returned to France after the 
war in 1954, Anna shares her existential 
loneliness as the only “alien” child 
among the French pupils at school where 
she was  mocked because of her strange 
English name of Kendall and rejected by 
a classmate because she was a Jew. As 
a result of this bullying, Anna tells us 
that she blocked out of her mind that 
she was a Jew. Anna’s father’s name 
originally was Jehozua Kestenberg, which 
he changed to Kendall while serving in 
the British Army.

Anna’s mother and father separated 
when Anna was only 3 or 4 years old, and 

Anna with a sailboat made from The Haynt.

Tiya Yatzkan



March 2016 | www.jfedbflo.com   45

Its Time For Spring Cleaning!
• Name Brand, Natural Products

• Same Team Service
• Fully Insured

• Satisfaction Guaranteed
716-544-1398

www.GreenCleanTeamWNY.com

“WNY’s Best 
Eco-Friendly 

Cleaning Service”

MARKET PLACE
To advertise  

call an Account Executive today!

972-2250

295 Campbell Boulevard
Amherst, NY 14068

716-688-5990 · M-F 10-5 · Sat 10-2
Wallcovering · Custom Treatments · Upholstery ·  Blinds

Ob’s Paper Barn
“It’s Obviously Ob’s - 
We Make it Simple”

? 
Looking 
for a 

Are you looking for companionship  
& romance in the WNY area?

Why not place an ad 
in our Shidduch column!

Once your ad is running in the Shidduch 
column, it will be assigned to a Depart-
ment #. Anyone wishing to respond to 
your ad will be asked to send a letter in 

the care of your Department # to:

WNY Jewish Journal-Shidduch Column
1738 Elmwood Ave., Suite 103

Buffalo, NY 14207

Your letters will be forwarded weekly. Deadline for all ads is the 10th of each month.

Your ad can include up to  
30 words, and a full color 
photo if you choose. 

Call Robin today at 
716.783.9119 x2235. 
Each ad is only $18!

4764 N. French Road
Near Transit Road, East Amherst

www.AladdinVCleaners.com
688-2322

$5 OFF 
ORDERS OF $25 

OR MORE

$2 OFF 
ORDERS OF $10 

OR MORE

SECOND 
PERFORMANCE

CLOTHING CONSIGNMENT

Hours:
Tues. - Sat. 10am - 5pm

2231 Wehrle Drive
Williamsville, NY 14221

634-3919

Tiya–Anna’s mother–brought Anna up 
by herself. Tiya was a penniless artist. 
She saved everything, every scrap of 
paper, every scrap of cloth, every receipt, 
every letter, every document, all her 
paintings, a piano which was broken and 
irreparable at the time of her death in 
2004. Anna didn’t know what to do with 
all the boxes of things, the broken piano 
etc. and was immobilized for three years 
doing nothing with the boxes.

Anna then suddenly received an email 
which asked if she could identify the 
people in the picture from  Vabalninkas. 
The Jews there had been massacred in 
1941. Anna reveals to us in Les Yatzkan 
that she then emerged from having 
pushed out her Jewishness from her 
mind. In  the film, we see that she is now 
energized and begins to deal with her 
mother’s papers and things. They turn 
out to be a treasure trove. 

She finds a letter from her father-to-be 
to her mother-to-be dated 1938, urging 
her to leave Poland immediately and join 
him in Paris. She also finds her mother’s 
passport. The passport stamp shows she 
did leave in 1938. They married as soon 
as Tiya turned 21 and escaped to England 
in June 1940 as the Germans approach. 

Anna finds sad letters as well. Anna’s 
mother, Tiya, receives daily letters sent 
from her dying sister, Edja.  Edja, who 
survived the war in Poland outside the 
ghetto and later joined her in Paris, 
writes Tiya of the circumstances of the 
death of their mother, Rebecca Yatzkan, 
and their sister, Oma, more than 35 years 
before. Rebecca for some time had been 
treated for melancholia. Oma remained 
in Warsaw to help care for their mother. 
Rebecca and Oma were taken in the 
great deportation round-up by Nazis in 
October 1942.

More sad memories are kindled. 
Rebecca’s mother Chana doted on Tiya. 
Anna found a picture of sweet tiny 

granny Chana standing in front of her 
home in Lithuania. She too apparently 
died in the Shoah. More about her later 
when Anna takes us with her in Les 
Yatzkan when she goes to Lithuania.   

Anna determines to research 
everything she can find about Yatzkan. 
She remembers how proud her 
mother was of her father. Anna goes 
to Vabalninkas-Vabalniki, acting both 
the part of Yatzkan’s mother and the 
part of Yatzkan as a young boy. As the 
film continues, we watch the boy-Anna 
leaving home to begin his studies to 
become a rabbi, with his mother waving 
to him as he leaves on a horse-drawn 
wagon over winter snow. We learn that 
Yatzkan becomes a rabbi and opens a 
progressive school before he goes to 
St Petersburg as an innovative editor. 
And then in 1908 Yatzkan founded The 
Warsaw Haynt. The Haynt became the 
leading Yiddish newspaper of the day. 
It advocated for the political rights of 
Jews and condemned and railed against 
mistreatment and violence towards 
them. He introduced the readership to 
the best writers of the day as he printed 
their novels, short stories and articles 
in serial form. In 1920, as a result of 
a business dispute, he left the paper, 
moved to the United States for a year but 
returned to Warsaw in 1921. In 1926, he 
went to Paris and founded The Pariser 
Haynt in the image of Warsaw Haynt 
adding a column for reader comments. 
He traveled between Paris and Warsaw. 
He died at the home of his eldest 
daughter Ada in Paris. Ada appears in 
the film in a segment originally filmed in 
1979. She remembers her father and his 
death in 1936. Anna underlines he died 
of a broken heart in difficult financial 
circumstance fearing a Jewish onslaught, 
which came four years later.
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