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The cover painting by Buffalo artist Ellen Steinfeld is a 
narrative of the Exodus from Egypt starting with breaking the 
chains of slavery. Symbolic images include The Burning Bush, 
splitting of the Red Sea and drowning of the Egyptian chariots, 
several of the plagues- frogs, flies, locusts; Mt Sinai and the 
Ten Commandment tablets, the golden calf, manna falling from 
heaven, the sacrificial lamb or goat, and Passover Seder images 
of matzo, eggs and parsley. 

Art courtesy of Ellen Steinfeld © Ellen Steinfeld
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Ellen Goldstein, Editor

The theme of this month’s issue of The Jewish 
Journal of WNY is Passover and Israel.  We begin with a 
haunting poem by Trudy Stern about Passover and our 
collective past. As you will see on page 9, there will 
be model Seders and Passover Seders in many places 
throughout the community this Spring. 

 A discussion about Israel sponsored by Hadassah 
is featured on page 7. And right on the heels of 
Pesach comes Yom Hashoah, May 1 this year (p. 
4), Yom Hazikaron, May 10 (p. 13) and two Israel 
Independence Day programs–Yom Ha’atzmaut, May 
15 (p. 13). And don’t forget to wish Spree Publications 
President Larry Levite “Mazel Tov” on being honored 
by the National Federation for Just Communities April 
6 (p. 14)! 

Each year, the Haggadah reminds us that we, too, 
were “Slaves in Egypt, and now we are free.”  The ritual 
of the Seder reinforces the trials and suffering our 
ancestors went through, from the salt water (tears), 
matzah (bread of affliction), bitter herbs (trials and 
slavery), charoses (mortar used to build the pyramids).  
Each year we are encouraged to look at our lives and 
see whether or not we still are in our own Mitzrayim-
Egypt, and if so, what we need to do to save ourselves.  

 In many ways, Jews of Buffalo have been wandering 
from Egypt through the desert for years. And not to be 
too flippant or disrespectful of our traditions, it looks 
like we are getting near the Promised Land.  Incredible, 
tangible, actual projects, programs, organizations 
bringing people—bringing Jews together in Buffalo—
it’s happening! Let’s keep our eyes, ears, hearts open 
so we can seize the moment, create the opportunity 

and make this time our 
very own.  Chag Pesach 
Sameach!

Ellen Goldstein - Editor
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As you read this column, I have just returned 
from Washington, D.C. with the largest Buffalo 
delegation ever assembled for the American 
Israel Public Affairs Committee Policy 
Conference (AIPAC), held March 20 to 22. Our 
Buffalo delegation, numbering 39, joined 18,000 
of our closest friends celebrating the unbreakable 
relationship between the United States and Israel 
that has endured and thrived for decades based 
on shared values and strategic goals. 

Thanks to Dave Lefkowitz, who agreed to chair this 
year’s Buffalo delegation to AIPAC.  Dave is one of our 
newest Federation Governors, and is co-chair with 
Sheri Rodman of Nickel City Jews, our community’s 
young professional/millennial engagement initiative.  
Dave attracted a diverse group, including 16 women 
and 23 men. We represented nearly all flavors of 
Judaism. Seven of the group were college students 
connected with Hillel, and even one high school 
student. Two Buffalo clergy members, Rabbi Perry 
Netter of Temple Beth Tzedek and Cantor Penny 
Myers of Temple Beth Zion, joined us. Among us 
were at least five members of Nickel City Jews.  
On the other end of the age spectrum, some of us 

are veterans of many past Policy 
Conferences and somewhat longer 
in the tooth community leaders. 
Last year, some members of our 
delegation were opponents of 
the Iran nuclear deal, and some 
were supporters.  All of us had 
the opportunity at the end of 
Policy Conference to lobby our 
Congressional Representatives 
about the importance of 
strengthening the US/Israel 
relationship, and especially 
ensuring Iranian compliance with 
all they have agreed to in the 
nuclear deal.

Time at Policy Conference is 
dominated by learning. We learn 
individually and in small groups 
as we attend breakout sessions 
on such diverse subjects at the 
Israeli/Palestinian conflict; Israeli 
relations with its Arab neighbors; 
the rise of ISIS; the crisis of refugees 
from Syria, Iraq and other parts 
of the Middle East and especially 
Israel’s humanitarian response 
to that crisis; the Iranian nuclear 
program; the Boycott, Divestment 
& Sanctions (BDS) movement 
which aims to delegitimize Israel 
in the eyes of the world; Israeli 
innovation in the fields of hi-tech, 
medicine, water conservation and 
defense technologies; the threats 
faced by Israel on a daily basis on 
its southern border from Hamas 
in Gaza and northern border from 
Hezbollah in Lebanon; among 
other subjects.  

As a group we attended informative and 
technologically inspiring plenary sessions 
hearing speakers from all spectrums of 
US political leaders from presidential 
candidates Hillary Clinton on the left 
and Donald Trump on the right, to sitting 
senators, members of Congress and state 
legislative leaders, US Vice President 
Joe Biden, Israeli government leaders 
represented by sitting Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu (live via satellite) from 
Israel and leader of the opposition Zionist 
Union party Chaim Herzog, international 
political leaders such as former Canadian 
Foreign Minister John Baird and Dr. Liam 
Fox, Member of British Parliament and 
former UK Secretary of State for Defence.  

Building a vibrant and caring Buffalo 
Jewish community is the vision of 
Federation, and doing so through 
engagement is the way we go about it.  
Bringing a delegation as large as this one 
to Washington, D.C. for an AIPAC Policy 
Conference is like a mini-mission to Israel.  
With its many accomplishments and 
challenges, Israel inspires us as Jews.  As we 
go our own ways and then come together 
as a delegation during Policy Conference, 
we build relationships with each other.  Our 
39-member delegation returned to Buffalo 
energized to build community here with 
the vibrancy, caring and learning instilled 
in us during our short time in D.C.  This is 
leadership development and community 
building at its most efficient and best.

A few words about the situation on 
our local college campuses, especially 
the University at Buffalo, are in order.  
Nationwide and here at home the 
drumbeat on campus of a virulent anti-
Israel sentiment grows stronger.  Hillel 
at Buffalo, under the leadership of 
Director Dan Metchnik, is working to 
engage Jewish students in an increasingly 

hostile and challenging environment. As 
you may know, Hillel as an organization, 
while it continues to do great work on 
the ground, is going through a rebuilding 
process under the direction of Federation.
Our leadership group, the Jewish Campus 
Life Task Force, is composed of academics, 
administrators and faculty from many local 
campuses, concerned community leaders, 
and Hillel international representatives.We 
are indebted to UB Management School 
Professor Harold Star who has engaged a 
group of MBA students from his Capstone 
project to conduct research, which will 
guide us in the development of a strategy 
that will ensure the continuation and 
expansion of a successful Jewish Student 
program at UB and other campuses. I am 
excited to announce that in connection 
with our Hillel revitalization initiative, we 
will be welcoming Hillel International’s 
President and CEO, Eric Fingerhut, to 
Federation’s Annual Meeting November 3 
at the UB Center for the Arts.  Please mark 
your calendars.

As we revitalize Hillel, it is important 
that we invest in student leadership so that 
they remain vibrant, active and prepared 
to address the threats of groups that seek 
to delegitimize Israel. That is why I am so 
pleased that our delegation to the AIPAC 
Policy Conference included seven college 
students, five attending UB and two native 
Buffalonians attending out of town schools. 
This more than doubled the number of 
students we had at Policy Conference last 
year.  I am confident that their experience 
in D.C. will empower these young leaders to 
make a positive impact on their campuses 
and strategically respond to the increasing 
attacks on Israel and Jewish students.

In the coming weeks, Passover will be 
upon us. Valerie and I wish each of you a 
Happy Pesach.

Howard Rosenhoch 
President, Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo
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Pre-Yom Hashoah Program for 6th & 7th Graders
Yom Hashoah is the day that we come together as a community to remember 

all who perished during the Holocaust. It is a day to take time to reflect on our 
past and recall those that we have lost.

All 6th and 7th graders and their parents are invited to the Pre-Yom Hashoah 
Program on Sunday, May 1, 2016 at Temple Beth Zion (805 Delaware Ave, Buffalo, NY 
14209) from 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. During this program, 6th and 7th graders will learn 
about the Holocaust through different mediums, such as how text from the Torah is 
paralleled to the Holocaust, using art to reflect feelings and reactions, and how theater 
can keep stories alive for generations to come. Parents will have the opportunity to 
openly discuss, in a facilitated group setting, how to bring up the Holocaust with their 
children and parallels which are occurring today. 

This program is open to all 6th and 7th grade students and their parents 
in the Buffalo Jewish community, and is sponsored by the Bureau of Jewish 
Education, Holocaust Resource Center of Buffalo, Jewish Educators’ Council of 
WNY, and the Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo. We hope that you will join us.  
For Further information please contact Melissa Schreiber at 716-204-5380 or melissa@
bjebuffalo.org.

This year’s community Yom Hasho-
ah-Holocaust Memorial Commemo-
ration—will take place Sunday May 1, 
2016 at 1:00 p.m. The theme of this 
community event will be “We Remem-
ber” and will be held at Temple 
Beth Zion, 805 Delaware Avenue in  
Buffalo, NY. 

The Commemoration will premiere a 
documentary created for Yom Hashoah 
2016 entitled, “We Remember – Six Local 
Holocaust Survivors Speak.”  The film was 
created by Jim Gang and Rich Kellman. 
“The committee felt strongly that as 
long as we have Survivors living in our 
community we should hear their voices. 
Jim and Rich have been videotaping 
and creating classroom-friendly 
documentaries. They were thrilled to be 
part of this project, said Rachel Kranitz 
McPhee, Yom Hashoah 2016 Chairperson.

This year’s event will have several 
other unique elements:

• A 6th/7th grade program from 11:00 
am – 1:00 p.m. at Temple Beth Zion.

• Dr. Chana Kotzin, Jewish Buffalo 
Archives Project will introduce and 
launch a new exhibit at the Cofeld 
museum entitled, Saving a Legacy: 
Jewish Cultural Reconstruction in 
Buffalo, NY 

• Three Jewish youth choirs will sing 
together.

• Sarah Donatelli, granddaughter of 
Holocaust Survivor and HRCOB 
Board member Sophia Veffer, will 
perform a violin interlude.

Members of the Yom Hashaoh 2016 

Committee include Chair Rachel Kranitz 
McPhee, Marnie Benatovich Cerrato, 
Daniel Kester, Sharon Malek Jacobs, 
Matan Schwartz, Herman Stone, Sharon 
Meer, Marilyn Toth, Sophia Veffer and 
Pieter Weinrieb. It is staffed by Holocaust 
Resource Center of Buffalo Executive 
Director Mara Koven-Gelman.

The HRCOB is grateful to Jewish 
Federation of Greater Buffalo and Temple 
Beth Zion for their generous support of 
the Yom HaShoah 2016 Commemoration.

Yom Hashoah Set for May 1

Members of the HRCOB Board with filmmakers 
Jim Gang and Rich Kellman
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* All of HUNT Real Estate ERA Gross Closed Commission and #1 total Units Buffalo / Niagara Region 2013.

716.553.8384
bsclement@aol.com

BONNIE CLEMENT

Beth Joseph, Bari Spokane, Bonnie Clement, Sheryl Martin

Broker for HUNT Real 
Estate ERA,* which includes 
1,100 sales associates and 
38 offices nationwide from 
Buffalo to Albany and the 
State of Arizona

#1
HUNT Real Estate ERA 
congratulates Bonnie 
on her remarkable, 

2013, 2014, 
2015!!!

Passover By Trudy Stern
Epilogue
“The liturgy of the seder meal is a way of responding to the question “Why?”
The answer to all of the questions asked at the Passover seder begin with the words 

avadim hayinu—because we were slaves.  Through song, word and symbol, we not 
only remember that we were slaves, but also re-experience ourselves as slaves.  And 
we learn that our freedom, if it does not translate into making others free, is a sham.”  

Rabbi Laurence Kushner

Snow again in Buffalo today.

Shroud the sweet forsythia.
Dust the daffodils.

Set out linen 
Place the plates.
Silver….
Candles, 
frogs, 
and snakes 
Reminders of the plagues:

Dam-blood
Tzfardeah - frogs
Kinim – lice
Arov –beasts
Dever – blight
– boils
– hail
– locusts

darkness of the deepest night
–slaying of the first born

Remember spring
Remember Earth
Ten drops of wine
Remember birth

Plagues transform
What was the last will now be first
Dark to light
Blood to wine
Blight to beauty

Frogs to life
Lice to joy
Hail to clouds
Slaying of the first born – tears, grief, 
broken hearts.  

Broken hearts Beat  
Beat  Beat 
Beat  Beat
Beat to the heart of the planet giving 
birth
Beat to the spring, another year on earth
Beat – break the sod
Beat - Break the mud
Beat - Break the dirt
Beat, 
break the dance
Break the plates
Break the glass
Kristalnacht
In the Spring
Break it first,
Break it last.

Tiny towns in Poland.
Voices in my blood
Buchenwald
Auschwitz
Lodz Ghetto
In the spring
In April
Lost voices 
Sing in my veins.

© Trudy Stern

4th Annual Yad B’Yad Fashion Show
It’s not too late to get your ticket for the 4th Annual Yad B’Yad Fashion Show on 

Sunday, April 17! The event will begin at 11:30 am at Park Country Club (4949 Sheridan 
Drive in Williamsville) and include a dairy brunch, basket raffle and wine raffle. 
The show will warm your heart as you watch Yad B’Yad participants and community 

Models from the 2015 fashion show

members model clothing from Stein 
Mart and Tuxedo Junction. Tickets are 
$36/person when received by April 
8, or $40/person after April 8, and all 
proceeds benefit Yad B’Yad. For more 
information, or to reserve a ticket, please 
contact the Bureau of Jewish Education at 
716-204-5380 or mindy@bjebuffalo.org.
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Ellen Steinfeld painted the “Exodus” piece 
on the cover. She is a sculptor and a painter 
whose work has become known throughout 
North America. Her works are in the permanent 
collections of the Albright-Knox Art Galley, the 
New York State Museum, the Castellani Museum, 
the Burchfield-Penney Museum, Washington 
State Art in Public Places Collection, the State 
of Florida Art in Public Buildings Collection and 
many others.  She has received numerous large-
scale public and private commissions including 
the monumental steel sculpture for the atrium 
of Roswell Park Cancer Institute and exterior 
stainless steel sculpture for the new Upstate 
Cancer Center in Syracuse, NY and a large 
exterior stainless sculpture commemorating 
the Ride for Roswell. 

Steinfeld’s artwork has been exhibited 
in museums and galleries in over 32 solo 
exhibitions including the Burchfield Penney 
and in over 90 group exhibitions in the US 
and Canada. She was selected to represent 
New York State for the Absolut Statehood 

Artist Ellen Steinfeld’s work 
featured on JJWNY Cover

Campaign, which helped raise millions 
of dollars for AIDS research. She is a 
recipient of fellowships from the New 
York State Council on the Arts and 
also a visiting artist, and lecturer at 
several universities. Ellen Steinfeld is 
the subject of two documentary films. 
www.ellensteinfeld.com 

The Jewish Federation’s Super Sunday raised over $78,000 on January 31st, 
2016, because of the hard work of the following people. The funds go to help 
Jews and agencies in Western New York, in Israel and around the world. We 
couldn’t have been so successful without you. Mazel Tov and THANK you 
from all the people your work touches.

If you worked on Super Sunday and were inadvertently left out of this list, please let 
us know. Email egoldstein@jfedbflo.com  

Dr. Frank Altman
Jessica Altman

Super Sunday Chairs

Dina Mecca Benderson
Super Sunday Vice Chair

Leslie Shuman Kramer
UJF Chair

Julie Dressler Weinberg
Women’s Philanthropy 

Chair

Howard Rosenhoch
Jewish Federation 

President

Jewish Community 
Members 

Miriam Abramovich
Dr. Frank J. Altman 

Jessica Meyers Altman
Dr. Steven Awner

Dr. Gabrielle Balderman
Jordan S. Balsom

Nikki Balsom
Elaine Baren

David Benjamin
Peter Biltekoff

Neil Block
Stacey Block

Barbara Blotnik 
Leah Blum

Keith R. Bookbinder
Bryan Brauner 

Marc Brown
Judith K. Brownstein

Lynn Catalano
Madeline Catalano

Marnie Cerrato
Max Cohen

Laurie Criden
Mark Criden

Jonathan Epstein
Adam Field
Brenda Fox

Florence Fox
Lawrence Franco

Janet Frankel
Hon. Brenda M. Freedman

Shoshanna Freundel
Dr. Irwin Gelman

Mara Koven-Gelman
Rob Goldberg

Shira Goldberg
Dorothy Golden
Ellen Goldstein
Dr. Alex Green

Brocha Leah Greenberg
Gordon Gross

Gretchen Gross
Janet Gunner
Rabbi Gurary
Rivka Gurary

Heidi Helfman
Andrew Isenberg
Jennifer Isenberg

Sharon Jacobs
Susan Joffe

Sarah Kaplan
Jake Katz

Kristie Kantor
Flora Khinkis

Harriet Konovitz
Dr. Chana Kotzin

Jim Kramer
Dr. Kevin B. Kulick 

Rise’ P. Kulick
Joan Kwiatkowski

Julie Kweller
Dr. Rion Kweller

Rabbi Laizer Labkovski
Rabbi Alex Lazarus-Klein

Brenda Lehrman
Eric Lehrman

Lori Lewkowicz
Lital Liberty

Marian B. Lustig
Dr. Annette Magid

Dr. Hillel Magid
Ethel Melzer

Jay Mesnekoff
Rebecca Mesnekoff

Dan Metchnik
Marjorie Mitchell

Randi Morkisz
Rabbi Perry Netter

Margery Nobel
Susan Freed-Oestreicher

Dr. Joel Paull
Linda Paull

Deborah Pivarsi
Rabbi Gary Pokras

Ken Polk
Esther Posmantur

Dr. Michele Kassirer Pozarny
Marla Robinson
Alan Rosenhoch

David Rosenhoch
Howard Rosenhoch
Valerie Rosenhoch

Laurence Rubin
Nadine Ryback
Harvey Sanders

Hon. Steven Sanders
Melissa Schreiber
Matthew Schwartz

Susan Goldberg Schwartz
Andrew Shaevel

Rabbi Shmuel Shanowitz
Yan Shmatnik

Rabbi Dan Shuman
Ken Shuman

Rabbi Adam Scheldt
Clareanne Silver

Craig Small
Kathy Stiller

Dana Stoffman
Einav Symons
Cheryl Tobias

Marcia Valente
Lisa Wallenfels
Gene Warner

Julie Weinberg
Kenneth Weinstein
Amelida Weinmann

Ellen Weiss
Mandy Weiss
Heidi Yellen 

Kim B. Yonaty 

Stephen L. Yonaty
Rabbi Pinny Young 

Colette Zappia
Adam Zadok

Teens & Runners
Sammy Altman
Sophie Altman

Feige Berg
Abby Block
Noah Block
Aaron Blum
Seth Blum

Emma Carrol
Allison Catalano

Avery Field
Perryn Field
Daniel Fox

Georgia Fox
Chaya Greenberg
Rivka Greenberg
Aaron Isenberg
Eliot Isenberg

Emma Isenberg
Bradley Kantor

Ita Khanin
Moussia Kleyman

Chaya Munitz
Rivka Munitz

Yafa Shanowitz
Isaac Shuman
Lily Shuman

Mendel Shuman
Miri Shuman

Malka Adina Taub
Racheli Taub

Aaron Weinmann
Benjamin Weinmann

Lillian Weinmann
Madeleine Weinmann

Ariella Yonaty
Asher Yonaty
Lila Yonaty

Talia Yonaty
Avremmy Young
Dov Ber Young
Michel Young
Ariella Ziskind

Congregation Shir Shalom 
Gesher Religious School

Kadimah Academy
Ohr Temimim School

Temple Beth Zion Religious 
School

Buffalo Celebrities
Buffalo Mayor Byron Brown

Ed Drantch-WIVB-TV
Judge Brenda Freedman

Rich Kellman
Kevin O’Connell-WGRZ-TV
Marissa Perlman-WIVB-TV

Don Postles-WIVB-TV
NYS Senator  

Michael Ranzenhofer
NYS Assembly Member  

Sean Ryan
Amherst Town Board 

Member Steve Sanders
NYS Assembly Member 

Ray Walter

Ellen Steinfeld

Lojek’s QuaLity Painting

Mark Lojek
lojek1@peoplepc.com  |  716.481.5024  |  Fully Insured/References

Full service interior/exterior painting • Deck/Siding/Fence Staining

UJF CAMPAIGN
Thank you, Super  

Sunday Super Heroes!

http://www.ellensteinfeld.com
mailto:egoldstein@jfedbflo.com
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The

Foundation
hamp
Fighting against Pearson Syndrome

FOR TICKETS:
call 716-912-4022 or 

thechampfoundation.org/BuffaloBenefit

 Hosts Janet Snyder & Sue O’Neil

 Special guests Baby Joe Mesi, 

Andrew Peters & more!

 Live Music

 Auctions, Raffles & Food

Sunday, April 24th, 2016     1-6pm   Buffalo Riverworks

THE CHAMP FOUNDATION, BUFFALO BENEFIT

 Tickets $35  

The Champ...Fighting to knock out Pearson Syndrome

FREE  
Service Call 
with Repair

716-217-2331

PAUL J. MICHAELS

Buffalo Hadassah, in conjunction 
with the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Buffalo and the Jewish Community 
Center, is sponsoring a panel discussion 
on Sunday, April 10 at 4:30 p.m. in the 
Lippmann Lounge of the Benderson 
JCC. The program is entitled “Israel, 
the American Jewish Community, and 
the exploding Middle East—What’s 
Next???” 

The distinguished speakers for the panel 
are Rob Goldberg, Executive Director of 
the Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo, 
Dr. Ernest Sternberg, University of Buffalo 
Professor and  former Chair of  Scholars 
for Peace in the Middle East, and Dan 
Metchnik, Director of Buffalo Hillel 
and shlaliach from Israel. Each of the 
speakers will present a different aspect 
to this broad, but very important topic.  
Rob Goldberg plans on addressing the 
changing relationship between Israel and 
the organized Jewish community.  The 
other speakers will focus on additional 
challenges in the Middle East and how 

April 10- Hadassah Program on Israel

those challenges affect the Jewish 
community in the diaspora.  The panel 
will be moderated by Rise’ Kulick, an active 
member of  Buffalo Hadassah.  Following 
the presentations there will be time for 
questions from the audience.

Maxine Seller, Co-President of Buffalo 
Hadassah has been planning this program 
for several months.  All three organizations 
involved in sponsoring the event believe the 
topics to be discussed are very important 

and invite the entire Jewish community to 
participate. Following the discussion there 
will be kosher refreshments. There is a 
$5 charge per person, which supports the 
continuation of Hadassah programs. 

RSVP and send checks made out to Buffalo 
Hadassah to: Marlene Katzel, 503 Linwood 
Ave, Buffalo 14209 (884-6258) or Maxine 
Seller, 812 Forest Ave, Buffalo 14299 (381-
8000). For more information email mseller@
buffalo.edu.

Rob Goldberg          Dr. Ernest Sternberg             Dan Metchnik

mailto:mseller@buffalo.edu
mailto:mseller@buffalo.edu
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This month’s Four Questions (actually five!) features Murray Gunner, a relative 
newcomer to Buffalo. Born and bred in New York City, Murray has been living at the 
Weinberg Meadows for the past several years and last month celebrated his 98th 
birthday. An accomplished social worker and Jewish communal professional, I am 
pleased to introduce you to my new friend, Murray. 

The FOUR QUESTIONS
By Rob Goldberg

I was working in St. Louis and a relative of mine told me that she had “a nice lady” named Pearl that she wanted me 
to meet. When I was home for Passover, I called her. She told me that she was very busy and couldn’t see me.  I was 
persistent and said, “Give me one hour.”  She agreed and we went out to a night club – but just for an hour!  And do you 
know it – she had a great time.  So for the next few days, we went to Broadway shows, dinner and after only a week and a 
half while we were riding the subway, I proposed to her.  She said yes without giving it much thought. When I visited her 
home in the Bronx, I met the family and her father asked me if I played tennis. I said no. He said “If you don’t play tennis, 
you can’t marry my daughter.” Well I went back to St. Louis and every day for weeks I practiced tennis until I was quite 
satisfactory. When I went home for vacation the next time, I said to Pearl, “Let’s play tennis.” And our love increased and 
her father was happy too! Pearl and I were married for 50 years.  

I was brought up in the Lower East Side. Like everyone around us, living conditions were very 
difficult and life was hard. The poverty and crowded conditions – it all had a significant influence on 
me. It made me want to help people. But I also learned how to make the best of it. I went to the ball 
park, swimming pool, organized stick ball  – I sort of learned how to be a JCC exec in the real world. 

 2.  What was your first job and how did it impact the way you look at life? 
 Not only were we poor,  but my father was ill all during my childhood. Since I was the oldest, I had 

to work if we wanted to eat. For nearly 4 years I sold newspapers on the street every evening. I sold The 
Daily News, The Daily Mirror, The Tuch and The Forward, and a leftist newspaper.  They were a nickel a 
piece and selling the papers brought in our breakfast money.  The experience taught me a great deal – 
about discipline, responsibility and the reality that if I didn’t work, we went hungry.

My daughters and grandchildren for sure. My oldest daughter, Marilyn, is an accomplished scientist who has 
lectured around the world. My other daughter, Janet, who lives here in Buffalo not only has a law degree, but it very 
involved in the community just having finished a term as President of Temple Beth Tzedek. One of her children has 
special needs and Janet has devoted her life to making sure he gets the best education and support services available. 
I have three grandchildren in total and all of them are wonderful. 

1.  How did you get started working in the Jewish community? 

4. In addition to Pearl, what has given you the most joy in life?   

3.  How did you meet your wife?  

5. BONUS Question:
Lastly, as a long-time Jewish professional, what was one of the most powerful experiences of your career? 

I worked for 50 years in Yonkers. Around 1962, I had an extraordinary experience that taught me great lessons about how to be welcoming. Across the street from 
the JCC (which we called the Y) there were close to 25,000 Jewish immigrants from Romania. I decided to visit them and welcome them to the neighborhood. Every 
door I knocked on was slammed in my face. But every time that happened, I was more determined to engage them. I learned that the leader of their community had 
issued a proclamation that anyone entering the Y would be excommunicated. My predecessors had tried for several years to attract these people and they all failed. 
I decided to use another approach. I hired a young man from their community as our first “outreach” worker. One day we met with a mother who had 5 children. She 
told us that she would come to the Y if she could get clothing for her children. We set up two sewing machines and hired a sewing instructor who worked with her and 
other mothers in the neighborhood.  It was clear that her necessity was greater than the risk of being rejected by her community leaders. Well, it worked and proved 
to break the ice with our neighbors. 

Murray Gunner

Murray Gunner 
and his 
daughter, Janet

Murray with 
his son-in-
law, Glenn 
Pincus, and 
granddaughter, 
Rachel Pincus
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2016 Passover 
Events in WNY

Kadimah Model Seders
April 13 @ 9am (Grades 2-3)

April 15 @1:455pm (Grades K-1)
April 18@9am (Grades 3-5)

Kadimah Academy, 1085 Eggert Rd.  
RSVP a must to Office@Kadimah.org, or call 836-6903.  

Or contact Einav Symons- ESymons@Kadimah.org.

TBT Outstretched Arm & Gesher Model Seder
Sunday, April 3 10:30am-12:00 noon

Parents and Students in TBT’s Outstretched Arm Special Needs program 
invited. To volunteer or RSVP call TBT by March 29- 838-3232.  Sharla Bleichfeld 

& Rachel Anderson- Chairs.

Join Temple Beth Zion  
on the First Night of Passover!

22nd Annual Seder  Friday, April 22
5:45pm Service, 6pm Seder

Brookfield Country Club, 5141 Shimerville Road
Open to the community. For details, go to the Festivals page  

at www.tbz.org or call 836-6565.

Spend Both Seders at Jewish Discovery Center
Family Passover Seders April 22 & 23-  8:00pm

757 Hopkins Road. Call 639-7600.

Chabad House hosting Seders
First Seder Friday Night April 22- 8:30pm

Second Seder Saturday Night April 23- 8:30pm
OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY

For reservations and more information, call 688-1642.

Hillel Seder For College and Grad Students Only!
Friday, April 22, 7:30pm

Pistachio’s-UB North Campus. Call 645-8787 or shalom@hillelofbuffalo.org.

Congregation Beth Abraham Community  
Second Seder

Saturday, April 23, 5pm
  Family-friendly Haggadah, with lots of spirited singing.  A full, kosher, catered 
meal and all the matzah you can eat. Last year’s event was filled to capacity so get 

your reservations in early at www.CongregationBethAbraham.net.  
Details on the time and cost are on the CBA website. 

Congregation Shir Shalom
Second Night Passover Seder

Saturday, April 23, 2016 at 6:00pm
Buffalo Niagara Marriott, 1340 Millersport Hightway, Amherst NY

Festive Seder conducted by Rabbi Alex Lazarus Klein and Cantor Sharon Colbert. 
Complete Seder Dinner.  Kosher Seder Dinner available for an additional fee. Family 

friendly. Call the Temple Office at 633-8877 for reservations.

Small Law Firm
1904 Liberty Building
Buffalo, NY 14202
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5th Annual Bourbon & BBQ Dinner
Sunday, April 10th - Limited Seating
Tickets Available at Gates Circle Wine & Liquor

Tri-Color Gefilte Fish 
Mold for Passover

By Robin Kurss

This is a very easy recipe that will “wow” your Seder guests! 

Annual Dinner 
Honoring 

Rivke 
Berkowitz(z”l)

SAVE THE DATE
Monday, June 20

Temple Beth Tzedek

Call 836-6903  
for more information  
or to purchase an ad  

in our adbook

(3) 22 oz. frozen Gefilte fish loaves, 
defrosted

2 small tins of salmon
1/4 c fresh dill, chopped

Preheat oven to 350
Spray 9 “ springform pan with cooking spray
First Layer:  spread 1 loaf evenly on bottom 

of pan
Second Layer: mix 1 loaf with drained 

salmon and spread over first layer (do mixing in 
food processor)

Third Layer:  mix 1 loaf with dill and spread 
over second layer

Bake covered for 1 hour, 15 minutes
Unmold and serve with horseradish
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5820 Main Street, Suite 311  |  Caldwell Building  |  Williamsville, NY 14221
P- 716.204.1297  |  F- 716.204.2260

jeweler@barbaraoliverandco.com

Barbara L. Oliver 
Graduate Gemologist - GIA

“A Trusted Jeweler is Worth Her Weight in Gold.”

Lighten Up Your Passover
By Jessica Meyers Altman

A lighter and healthier version of Passover is coming to your table (I hope!). 
Whether or not you celebrate Passover or Easter, both holidays are laden with 
heavy animal-based recipes. Most focus around eggs, meat, and sugar, all 
foods that have gotten our country on its obesity, diabetic, and heart disease 
path.  Passover is a holiday that can leave you feeling like you’ve eaten a ton of 
bricks. Literally, that’s what some of the recipes actually symbolize, the bricks 
used in the building of the pyramids by Jewish slaves. However, you don’t have 
to feel that way! 

This is the modern era! Since Passover 
is a holiday bursting with symbols, our 
food symbols and their meanings can be 
altered to represent healthier options, 
and not only the ideas of the past. Matzah 
represents the speed at which the Jews 
had to leave their homes, but it doesn’t 
help us move quickly (if you catch my 
drift). The charoset is used to represent 
the mortar used to build the pyramids, 
and is one of the healthiest items on the 
seder plate with apples, cinnamon, and 
nuts. And the eggs, oh the eggs! Placed 
on the seder plate to show rebirth and 
the coming of springtime, eggs are in 
almost every Passover recipe. Eggs are 
high in cholesterol and saturated fat. 
Two items that lead us down a path of 
heart disease, and as Americans, we 
don’t need any more help in eating more 
saturated fat and cholesterol. So I say, 
let’s leave the eggs on the plate, and let’s 
lighten up those holiday recipes, and do 
what our ancient tribesmen and women 
did, reinvent your future!

Ways to lighten up:
1) No one says you have to eat matzah 

at every meal: skip the matzah and use 
lettuce wraps, fresh salads, and eat more 
fresh veggies and fruits. Make this an 
opportunity to eat LESS processed foods, 
rather than more!

2) Skip the eggs–you can swap out 
1 tbsp of ground flaxseed (also known 
as meal) plus 3 tbsp water in place of 
eggs for all baking recipes. This doesn’t 
work if you’re looking for a scrambled or 
omelet texture however.

3) The symbol of greens on the seder 
plate represents rebirth, renewal, and 
the coming of spring. Greens also help 
to renew and revitalize the body.  Eat as 
many greens as you can during Passover, 
and all the days to come.

4) Try things like quinoa and 
buckwheat for salads–both of these are 
SEEDS, not grains, and therefore Kosher 

Butternut Squash Soup 
Serves: 12-14

Creamy soup without the cream or oil! Using sweet veggies like carrots, squash, 
fresh apples, and sage, this soup has a hint of sweet and savory! Vegan and Gluten Free

for Pesach!
5) Chia seeds make a great dessert 

when combined with a dairy-free milk 
such as almond milk.

6) When baking, you can substitute 
almond flour for many recipes that call 
for matzah meal. This way, you can 
add some whole foods that are rich in 
protein and whole food fats.

7) Skip the added oils and margerine-
there’s no need for them! You can sauté 
in water or vegetable broth, as well 
as swap them out for nut butters in 
baking recipes. Oil is just fat calories, 
offering little else. By using nut butters 
in their place, you’ll receive the health 
benefits of the plant-based protein and 
added fiber. By skipping the oil when you  
sauté, nothing will be missed, except 
unwanted fat and calories 

8) If you’re Sephardic, eat some beans! 
We love beans and eat them every day 
in some way. They’re loaded with plant-
based protein, fiber, iron, magnesium, 
and potassium!

For information on more Passover recipes, 
head on over to www.GardenFreshFoodie.com, 
where I have a section devoted to Passover 
recipes!

1. Place onions, garlic, celery, 
sage into pot, along with a few tbsp 
of water. Sauté until onions have 
softened. Alternatively, you can skip 
this and just add everything to the pot 
at once.

2. Add remaining ingredients, 
except almond milk and bring to a low 
boil. Turn heat down and simmer until 
squash has softened

3. Using a stick blender (or a regular 
Vitamix) puree soup until creamy 
texture. If using a regular blender, be 
careful to vent, as steam could cause 
a build up in pressure and explode the 
top (we don’t want all of our hard work 
ruined with a squash covered ceiling! 
Best to do this in batches).

4. Eat and enjoy, or freeze in quart 
containers for another day.

Author: www.gardenfreshfoodie.com

Ingredients
(we typically double this recipe,  

as soup freezes really well):
1 good sized butternut squash 
(about 3-4 pounds), peeled and 

cubed=about 10 cups
2 cups of small diced carrots

1¼ cup of diced celery
2 cups of diced onions
2 tbsp minced garlic

3 tbsp dried sage  
(don’t omit-gives depth of flavor!)
2 cups of chopped apples 

(I didn’t peel, as skins have extra fiber, 
but your choice)

6 cups of water
½ tsp of pepper (to taste)

1½ tsp salt (to taste)
1-2 cups almond milk 

(I added 1 cup to serve the first night,  
and added a little more when I 

reheated the second night)
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The Big Bake 2016
The smell of hamentaschen baking was in the air this past month at Artisan 

Kitchens and Baths for The Big Bake: Hamentaschen sponsored by Nickel City 
Jews. Thanks to partnerships with Chabad House of Buffalo, PJ Library, the Bureau 
of Jewish Education and the Jewish Discovery Center, the event brought out a 
beautiful cross-section of young adults to celebrate our rich heritage through the 
experience of cooking and eating together. 

Rivka Gurary and her team of volunteers tested recipes for weeks leading up 
to the event to find just the right dough that would be simple to make and easy 
to pinch. The night, a celebration of Jewish Buffalo and this amazing little Jewish 
confection, the Hamentaschen, began with a warm and vibrant welcome from 
Sheri Rodman (Nickel City Jews Co-Chair) a fabulous D’var Torah from Mushkie 
Katan and a dough-making demo from Nechama Okonov. The evening wrapped up 
like many fabulous Jewish gatherings with everyone in the kitchen schmoozing, 
drinking and noshing.

Nickel City Jews seeks to help make Jewish Buffalo a vibrant place to call home 
for young adults in their 20s, 30s and very early 40s. If you would like to learn 
more please contact Federation’s Director of Engagement, Miriam Abramovich at 
mabramovich@jfedbflo.com.
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Remember how 
bagels used to taste?

That’s what you’ll taste 
today at Bagel Jay’s, 
consistently delicious 

deli favorites 
in every bite.

Pickup & 
Dropoff service available

finest dark roasted coffees • fresh-baked bagels • signature tuna fish • and more!

finest mouth-watering n.y. bagels since 1976 • homemade shmears • deli sandwiches • soups • salads

MARSHALL’S PLAZA
2130 Delaware Ave, Buffalo

716.874.1800

DASH’S PLAZA
100 A Plaza Dr, Williamsville

716.639.1000www.bageljays.com  

Let Us Do the Work!

Hosting Brunch?Yom Hazikaron  
(Israel Memorial Day)

Yom Ha’atzmaut 
Community Cocktail 

Reception
Sunday, May 15

6:00-8:00pm
Buffalo & Erie County Botanical Gardens

Showcasing Buffalo Businesses doing 
business in Israel, Israeli Businesses 
doing business in Buffalo, and leading 
companies operating in Israel

Guest Speaker
Sgt. Benjamin Anthony

Combat veteran and reservist in the 
Israel Defense Forces

RSVP to ayalet.weiss@israelbonds.
com  or call 443-471-2785

$18 per person, payable in advance 
to Development Corporation for 
Israel (Israel Bonds). You will be asked 
to consider buying an Israel Bond.   
www.israelbonds.com.

Tuesday, May 10 2016
7:30pm

Temple Beth Tzedek, 
621 Getzville Rd

Program is free and 
open to the community.  
Call 704-5420 for info.

Family Yom Ha’atzmaut  
Program 

(Israel Independence Day)
Sunday, May 15 2016

11:30am-2:30pm
JCC/ Benderson Family Building

• Climb “Masada”
• Indoor & outdoor games & fun
• Bounce House & GaGa
• DJK & Music
• Lunch for sale
• Bedouin Tent & Story Telling
• Film at 12:30
• “Picture This” Photo Booth
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Larry Levite will be honored by 
the National Federation for Just 
Communities this month at its Citation 
Dinner April 6. This is what the NFJC 
has written about him for his award. 

“Laurence A. Levite is a force 
of nature who, in addition to his 
entrepreneurial success, has dedicated 
himself to improving our community 
and strengthening the bonds that bring 
WNYers together. Known as a visionary 
executive, he has made his mark in media, 
where he successfully married his passion 
for communication with his love of this 
area. He celebrates what is best about the 
Buffalo region.

Larry is the owner and CEO of Buffalo 
Spree Publishing, which produces 32 
different publications including theater 
programs, and events in both Buffalo and 
Rochester. Among these are Buffalo Spree, 
Forever Young, The Jewish Journal of WNY 
and the playbills and programs for various 
local theaters. Prior to this, he was the 
founder, President, and owner of both 

Laurence A. Levite Honored by NFJC

Algonquin Broadcasting Corporation and 
Syracuse Broadcasting Corporation, the 
then-parent companies of WBEN, WMJQ, 
WEZG, and WXRA radio stations. In all 
these media endeavors, Larry didn’t just 
cover the news and/or local stories as they 
are traditionally done, he also highlighted 
what was going well in our region, and 
he called specific attention to the ways 
in which listeners and readers could get 
involved and make a difference.

Larry has a long history of charitable 
and philanthropic involvement. Providing 
hands-on leadership to many local and 
national organizations, among his many 
associations are Board memberships for 
the 100 Club of Buffalo, and the Shaw 
Festival in Niagara-on-the-Lake. He is 
past Chair of the NFJC of WNY and our 
NFJC Walk for Community. Larry was on 
the Board of the Jewish Federation of 
Buffalo, where he has served as Chair of 
the United Jewish Fund Campaign and 
Chair of the Missions Committee. He 
also served on the Boards of the Nichols 
School, Shea’s Buffalo, the Greater Buffalo 
Chamber of Commerce, Sisters Hospital 
Foundation, and past Chairman of the 
New York State Broadcasters Association.

Professionally and personally, Larry 
has been led by his love of WNY and his 
commitment to its people. His tireless 
work on behalf of and in support of others 
exemplifies the mission of the NFJC, and 
we are proud to present him this 2016 
Special Citation Award.”

Laurence A. Levite

Mazel Tov, Yehudis!

M A Z E L  T O V

Yehudis Munitz, a fifth grader at Ohr 
Temimim School, has been named the 
Western New York regional winner in 
the Arbor Day Poster contest sponsored 
by the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation. This year’s 
theme was “New York’s Un-FIR-Gettable 
Forests.” Yehudis’s poster has been 
sent to Albany where it will compete 
alongside eight other winners from across 
the State.  The final winner’s artwork 
will be printed as the New York State 
Arbor Day bookmark and will be made 
into a children’s poster,  Both items are 
distributed statewide.  Yehudis’s teacher, 
Nancy Bolles, received notification that 
Yehudis had won on Tu b’shevat, the 
Jewish holiday celebrating trees.  



14   www.jfedbflo.com | April 2016 April 2016 | www.jfedbflo.com   15

C O M M U N I T Y

Cantor Penny S. Myers

During this time of year as we prepare 
for Pesach, the beautiful, significant 
minhagim (rituals) that surround 
the chag (festival) evolve to be at the 
forefront of our lives. We knowingly 
and willingly accept this chag hamatzot 
(festival of matzot) by swapping our 
Triscuits, Ritz Crackers, and Goldfish 
crackers for Pesediche matza, Tam-Tams, 
and non-gebrokt dry goods.  For many of 
us, these specific rituals of cleaning our 
cupboards of chametz, selling, and even 
donating our unopened chametz to the 
Town Square Food Pantry is as cathartic 
as cleaning out our neshamot (souls) 
during the month of Elul and our Yamim 
Noraim (High Holy Days).

As daylight fades, we will be gathered 
around our seder tables, reading from the 
Haggadah and recalling our ancestors’ 
exodus from Egypt as we remember how we 
were slaves for 400 years. 

The story of escaping from bondage is 
clearly nothing new to our people; in fact I 
recall a famous quote “They tried to kill us, 
we won, let’s eat” which is a rather pithy way 
of summarizing, albeit self-deprecatingly, 
the narratives of our people. We re-read the 
Torah every Simchas Torah and I find that 
the Torah is a living, breathing document 
because its themes can be translated into 
modern times.

Furthermore, we accept these stories of 
our people, and while we may question 
G-d, Moses, Midrash, or Torah, we do 
acknowledge these narratives through our 
own identities and the connections we have 
with our friends and families. It is through 
this inward reflection process that we 
learn new realities, certain truths that are 
seeds planted within our very beings which 
blossom and evolve as we do, too. 

But change, whether by expected 
measured steps or abrupt force is extremely 
difficult. There is such comfort in what is 
familiar that often it clouds our vision to 
actually grow, to succeed, to carve out for 
ourselves what we need rather than what 
we have always resigned to ‘have’ because it 
has “always been done that way”. Inertia is 
an extremely powerful and often destructive 
force.

Since its founding as an Orthodox shul 
in 1850, Temple Beth Zion (now Reform) 
has boasted a proud history within the 
Reform Movement and has been the face 

A New Exodus: One Synagogue’s Walk through the Sea of Reeds 

of progressive, positive change in Jewish 
Buffalo for decades. Towards the turn of the 
19th century (late 1860’s), TBZ ‘s own vision 
quest of identity solidified when the leader 
of the Reform movement, Rabbi Isaac M. 
Wise (z”l) officially dedicated the synagogue 
as a Reform temple.

TBZ as a progressive synagogue is 
evidenced more recently by being the first 
synagogue in Buffalo to hire an openly 
gay rabbi, and was at the forefront of the 
Marriage Equality Act for New York State. 

Today, we are following in the footsteps 
of Kol Ami in Westchester, NY (which has 
been successfully operating for two decades 
with this model) by changing our staffing 
pattern to reflect the needs and realities of 
21st century Judaism. 

As synagogue membership throughout 
North America shrinks, we recognize that 
the staffing model from the 1950’s is simply 
no longer applicable, and furthermore, 
no longer sustainable. In the liberal 
denominations of Judaism, it has been 
several decades (!) since the synagogue was 
the central, social place for Jews.  With the 
advent of technology and the demands of 
our ever increasingly busy lives, the once 
vibrant roles and activism of a majority of 
congregants within the walls of a synagogue 
building are just no longer relevant or even 
seen, save for the exceptionally devoted 
minority of folks for whom this meaningful, 
purposeful work is their life-blood.

That being said, I feel so fortunate 
and excited that because of Temple Beth 
Zion’s long-standing health, stability and 
ingenuity, we are once again exercising 
our creative innovation by moving to a 
new model of three clergy: two rabbis and 
myself—a cantor—to co-lead TBZ in a 
manner that is at the very forefront of how 
large synagogues will be evolving in the 

years to come.
Change is inevitable. In fact, the only 

constant in this fast-paced world is change. 
Let us embrace change with optimism rather 
than the pessimism of our ancestors who, 
the Torah tells, us complained (kvetched, 
really) to Moses a mere three days after 
being freed, and were finally safe upon the 
shores of the Sea of Reeds, because they 

left slavery, which they were familiar with 
and not this new found freedom, which 
was frightening. Let us continue to find 
meaning from the narratives of our beloved 
Torah and have faith in one another as we 
sojourn together in solidifying our identities 
as not only the Jewish people, but also as 
ourselves. Chazak chazak vnitchazek and 
Chag Kasher Sameach.

Cantor Penny S. Myers

C A N T O R ’ S  C O L U M N
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Laughter and lament, joy and pain 
succumb to affi rmations of life well journeyed 

 – to loving testaments etched in stone  

PLOTs AVAiLABLe
For more information, call 204-2246.

By Jessica Thorpe

Dalia was excited. She had heard 
the story of great grandparents 
Savta Golda and Sabba Aviel for as 
many years as she could remember 
At family gatherings when she was 
much younger, she listened quietly 
to Great Uncle Aaron tell the story of 
how they came from the Old World 
to America. When he told how they 
had hidden in the cold cellar, with 
no light and little food to escape the 
concentration camp, she held her 
breath.  

And when he described the two of 
them, hand in hand descending from the 
ship onto Ellis Island, now safe in New 
York, she clapped her hands and cheered. 
They became an important part of the 
Brooklyn Borough Park community, 
and prospered. Great Uncle Aaron, born 
at sea, grew – and then came Great 
Uncle Meyer and her own grandmother, 
Ora.  Years passed and they grew up and 
married and had children who then had 
children of their own.   

When Savta Golda and Sabba  Aviel 
grew very old, they went to live with 
Great Uncle Aaron and his family in 
Buffalo.  Finally, first one and then the 
other were laid to rest there in sacred 
ground. Now Dalia, her mother Esther 
and Bubbe Ora were on their way to pay 
respect to these elders who had made 
their family possible. It was the first 

Remember your parents and 
grandparents this month with 
a gift to the Jewish Federation 
Cemetery Corporation

time she was old enough to be included 
in the important ritual, and for some 
reason her heart was beating fast with 
anticipation.   

As the car pulled up the cemetery path 
to the stone monument where Golda and 
Aviel rested, Dalia suddenly imagined 
them in their youth, having their names 
recorded at Ellis Island, walking to 
synagogue with Aaron, Benjamin and 
Ora – and then older, again hand in hand 
and caring for each other.  

Gently, Dalia, Mom and Bubbe pulled 
away dried weeds. Etched beneath their 
names of their elders and dates of their 
life journey, the upright and perfect 
testament read simply: “What we keep 
in memory, is ours forever.”

The Jewish Federation Cemetery 
Corporation maintains a sacred trust. 

We are the Caretakers of Seven Jewish 
Resting Places in Western New York, 
serve the Burial Needs of the Regional 
Jewish Community, and Maintain Jewish 
Genealogical and Burial Records.

We preserve the past and provide for 
the future.

Your support of our mission is 
appreciated as the highest form of 
Mitzvot.

Thank you. 
To make your donation, call the Jewish 

Federation Cemetery Corporation at  
716-204-2246 or go to www.jfedbflo.com 
and scroll down past the first photo to the 
Jewish Federation Cemetery Corp. icon.

Your Local Pet Supply Store 
for dogs, cats and horses

6429 Transit Road (near Casey), 
East Amherst, 

906-3317

www.buddyandfriends.com

 Food 
 Treats 
 Supplements 
 Toys and more

Robert J. Shelvet, Sr.
President

1386 Military Rd.
Kenmore, NY 14217

(716) 874-1950
Email: bobzsled@msn.com

• Landscaping
• Construction
• Snowpowing
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C O M M U N I T Y Change the Way You See

Sara Sirkin, M.D. 
2441 Sheridan Drive 

(716) 836-8700

www.atwaleye.com

Your Complete 
Family Eye Care Center

• New Patients Always Welcome
• Routine Eye Exams for All Ages
• Laser Vision Correction
• Cataract & Glaucoma Evaluations
• Large Selection of Designer 
  Frames & Sunglasses
• Contact Lens Exams & Fittings
• We Accept Most Major Credit Cards

Sara Sirkin, 
M.D.

Sponsored by Law Office of Lindy Korn, PLLC - www.lkorn-law.com

5»

1»

2»

3»

5 THINGS YOU CAN DO 
in April to repair the world

Lindy Asks: 
Did you know that harassment based upon a person’s  

sexual orientation is illegal?

4»

T I K K U N  O L A M

Remember those who are hungry during this season. Make a 
donation to the Food Bank of WNY at www.foodbankwny.org. Or bring in 
a bag or two of canned goods or toiletries and personal items to TBZ’s 
Broder Center or write a check for the Town Square Food Pantry now on the 
Weinberg Campus.  Call 716-836-6565 for information.

Books for Kids.  Donate one or more new or gently used children’s books 
to the Jewish Federation’s Buffalo Jewish Coalition for Literacy program.  
Amy Heumann, Carin Greenfield and other volunteers will distribute them to 
Buffalo Public School #80 children.  Bring them to the Jewish Federation office 
or email egoldstein@jfedbflo.com

Make a donation in memory of a loved one to the Jewish Federation 
Cemetery Corporation. This organization oversees many of the old Jewish 
cemeteries in Buffalo, and is working to repair headstones that have fallen 
or crumbled and are damaged. Go to www.jfedbflo.com, scroll down and click 
on “Jewish Federation Cemetery Corporation. Or call 716-204-2246.  

Help a community member attend a seder.  Go to page 9 in the 
Jewish Journal, choose an organization that is holding a seder—there are 
many—and send them a check or call and make a donation to enable a 
neighbor to celebrate Passover. 

Attend the 4th Annual Yad B’Yad Fashion Show Sunday, April 17.  
11:30am at Park Country Club (4949 Sheridan Drive in Williamsville) and 
enjoy a dairy brunch, basket raffle and wine raffle.  Tickets are $36/person 
when received by April 8, or $40/person after April 8, and all proceeds 
benefit Yad B’Yad. For more information, or to reserve a ticket, please contact 
the Bureau of Jewish Education at 716-204-5380 or mindy@bjebuffalo.org.

Where is this found in WNY?  
The first 5 people to correctly 

identify the location and the person 
will win a $10 lunch to the  

JCC’s Tel Aviv Café’.  

WHERE IN  JBFLO ?

Last month’s photo was not identified by anyone, so we are running it again.  
HINT:  it’s in a building in the suburbs.      

E-mail your answers to 
egoldstein@jfedbflo.com
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Terrie Benson Murray focuses her prac-
tice on Wills and Estates.  She has 

prepared hundreds of wills and probated 
hundreds of estates during her career. She 
serves on the Board of Directors of the 
Family Justice Center, a provider of ser-
vices for victims of domestic abuse.  She 
is a founding member and officer of PEO 
Chapter CM, a women’s organization ded-
icated to assisting women who wish to 
pursue higher education.

343 Elmwood Avenue, Buffalo
716.881.3010

cohenlombardo.com

Craig Small is a highly respected personal 
injury attorney. Small Law Firm helps fam-

ilies harmed by others who violate rules of the 
road designed to protect the community. Those 
who drive drunk or text while driving create 
dangers. Tractor-trailers driving too fast cause 
devastating and fatal crashes. Construction 
companies that do not use safety equipment 
on job sites allow workers to fall and suffer per-
manent injuries. Small Law Firm helps people 
hurt in these situations. Consultations are free. 
Referrals are appreciated. Call Small Law Firm, 
847-2600. Hurt, Slip, Fall, Call Craig Small.

1904 Liberty Building, Buffalo
716-847-2600

craigsmallny.com

Katherine J. Bestine focuses her prac-
tice exclusively in divorce and family 

law, aggressively representing her clients.  
She is well-qualified in this field, active-
ly participating in the Bar Association of 
Erie County and volunteering for such 
organizations as Haven House and Volun-
teer Lawyers Project, Inc.  She was named 
Lawyer of the Year by Women Lawyers of 
Western New York in 2005. She is a Trust-
ee in the Village of Kenmore.

343 Elmwood Avenue, Buffalo
716.881.3010

cohenlombardo.com

Howard Cadmus earned his J.D. from The State 
University of New York at Buffalo. His prac-

tice is focused on residential purchases, sales and 
refinances. He guest lectures at local universities 
on topics of real estate closings, small business 
and entrepreneurship. He ran for political office 
and serves on a number of local boards includ-
ing the SPCA Serving Erie County, Williamsville 
Business Association, Williamsville Youth and the 
Recreational Committee. He and his wife, Tara, 
are the owners of Sweet Jenny’s, 1811 Comics and 
Oh Pour L’amour Du Chocolat.  They recently wel-
comed their son, Carter Alexander Cadmus.

6490 Main Street, 
Williamsville

716.580.3921

Harvey Sanders, managing partner at Sanders 
and Sanders, has more than 25 years’ experi-

ence with labor and employment law.  He represents 
employees and employers in all manner of labor and 
employment issues, including litigation in federal 
and state court.  He also serves as a mediator for the 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission and is 
a regular lecturer and published author in his area of 
practice. Before founding Sanders and Sanders with 
his wife, Helaine, he was associated with manage-
ment-side labor and employment law practices in 
NYC.  Mr. Sanders is a member of the New York State 
and Erie County Bar Associations.

401 Maryvale Drive, Cheektowaga
716-839-1489

www.wnyemploymentlaw.com

The mission of the Law Office of Lindy Korn, 
PLLC, is to assist people facing discrim-

ination at work by restoring workplace rela-
tionships and safer work environments.   Lindy 
Korn works with her clients to prevent, correct 
and remedy the abuse of power.   A holistic law-
yer, Lindy helps employees resolve workplace 
disputes through negotiation, mediation, and 
litigation strategies.  Her practice, is a plaintiff 
oriented employee rights law firm with an em-
phasis on stopping workplace discrimination. 
She is the proud mother of two daughters, Emily 
and Leslie, and also has a wonderful rescue dog 
named Sigmund.

PLLC

Electric Tower
555 Washington Street, Buffalo

716-856-5676
www.lkorn-law.com

Meet Your ATTORNEY
SPECIAL SECTION
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Anna Marie Richmond focuses her practice 
on protecting her clients’ civil and con-

stitutional rights.  She represents clients who 
suffer discrimination on the basis of race, age, 
gender, disability, religion, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, national origin, gender expres-
sion, and other forms of discrimination pro-
hibited by NY and Federal law.  Ms. Richmond 
litigates cases involving employment discrimi-
nation, housing discrimination, LGBTQ, police 
misconduct, sexual harassment, access to pub-
lic accommodations, discrimination in educa-
tion, retaliation under the anti-discrimination 
laws, prisoner civil rights, and similar matters.

14 Lafayette Square, Suite 2500
Buffalo

716-854-1100
AMRichmondLaw.com

Anna Marie Richmond 
Attorney at Law

After attending Sweet Home High, David 
Silverberg met his wife, Cheryl, at the 

University of Texas before attending California 
Western Law School.  They have been happily 
married for 33 years and have two sons.  After 
returning to Amherst in 1994, he joined his 
father in the firm founded by his grandfather.  
They handle a variety of civil and criminal mat-
ters with an emphasis on the financial services 
industry, including regulatory and arbitration.  
They are former board members of Temple Si-
nai. David coaches hockey at Williamsville East 
and is the past president of Amherst Hockey.

403 Main Street, Buffalo
716-854-6495

www.silverbergandsilverberg.com

Holly Baum, a graduate of U.B. Law School,  
who is trained in divorce and family me-

diation, has focused her practice of 21 years 
on resolving the division of private sector and 
government retirement benefits in divorce. 
Ms. Baum prepares and reviews court orders 
(“QDROs”) and settlement agreements. She is a 
speaker at Continuing Legal Education programs 
and served as past-president of the Western New 
York Chapter of the Women’s Bar Association of 
the State of New York. Holly is a member of the 
Matrimonial and Hu-
man Rights Committees 
of the Bar Association of 
Erie County.2500 Rand Building

14 Lafayette Square
Buffalo, NY 14203

716-854-0040

Krista Gottlieb is a graduate of Barnard and 
Albany Law School. Her ADR Center & Law 

Office focuses on appropriate conflict & issue 
resolution as a practicing neutral, mediator, ar-
bitrator problem solver and occasional litigator. 
She has worked with numerous parties, from 
Fortune 500 companies to individuals and start-
ups, to reach acceptable resolutions. Her mission 
is to help avoid and de-escalate conflict in the 
most cost and time effective way, while preserv-
ing and advancing relationships and outcomes. 
Her many distinguished honors include: Top 10 
Legal Elite, National Academy of Distinguished 
Neutrals, WNY Le-
gal Elite and Best 
Lawyers in America.

43 Court Street, Suite 1100, Buffalo
716-218-2188

www.kristagottlieb.com

Richard F. Griffin, partner at Kavinoky Cook 
LLP, devotes his practice to mediation and 

arbitration. With litigation practice as a Fellow 
of the American College of Trial Lawyers, he un-
derstands the issues of business, personal inju-
ry, commercial, construction, employment and 
public interest disputes.  He is a member of many 
Alternative Dispute Resolution Associations, in-
cluding Federal Mediation Program, NY Supreme 
Court Eighth District, American Arbitration As-
sociation Mediation Commercial and Employ-
ment Panels, NY Academy of Mediators and Ar-
bitrators and is listed in Best Lawyers and Super 
Lawyers for Alternative Dispute Resolution.

726 Exchange Street, Buffalo
716-845-6000

www.kavinokycook.com

Paul Pearson has been a Family Law, 
Matrimonial and Personal Lawyer for 

over 40 years and is a trained Mediator and 
Arbitrator. He is a leader in development 
of the interdisciplinary and Alternative 
Dispute Resolution processes. Paul 
introduced Mediation Training to WNY 
in 1995 and he later co-organized the first 
Buffalo Niagara Collaborative Family Law 
Council. Some of his many recognitions 
include: Certified Fellow of the American 
Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers and Best 
Lawyers in America-Family Law & ADR.

1301 N. Forest Road
Williamsville, NY 14221

716-632-2728
www.mediate.com/pearson

Meet Your ATTORNEY
SPECIAL SECTION



20   www.jfedbflo.com | April 2016

S Y N A G O G U E S

Bureau of Jewish Education 
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-5380 | FAX 716-688-3572
www.bjebuffalo.org  
Jill Komm - Executive Director
Michael Berger - President

Chabad House of Buffalo 
2450 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068 
TEL 716-688-1642 | FAX 716-688-1643
www.chabadbuffalo.com
Rabbi Moshe Gurary- Director

Chai Early Childhood Center
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY 14221
TEL 716 580-4600
www.chainursery.com
Chani Labkovski -Director

Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies 
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068 
TEL 716-204-1133 | FAX 716-204-1129
www.jewishphilanthropies.org
Peter Fleischmann- Director & CEO
Ray Fink- President

Hadassah
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY 14068
TEL 716-688-5260
buffalohadassah@gmail.com
Marlene Katzel- Co-President
Maxine Seller- Co-President

Hebrew Benevolent Loan Association
2640 North Forest Road in FJP offices
Getzville, NY 14068
TEL 716-204-0542
Sam Golden- Loan Officer
Linda S. Boxer- President

Hillel of Buffalo Campus Foundation 
for Jewish Life 
520 Lee Entrance/UB Commons 
Suite # 210 
W. Amherst, NY  14228
TEL 716-645-8787 | FAX 716-639-7817
www.hillelofbuffalo.org 
Dan Metchnik - Director

Institute of Jewish Thought  
and Heritage
712 Clemens Hall
University at Buffalo
Buffalo, NY 14260 
TEL 716-645-3695  FAX 716-645-3473
Email: jewish-studies@buffalo.edu
http://www.jewishstudies.buffalo.edu/
Dr. Richard A. Cohen, Director

Holocaust Resource Center 
336 Harris Hill Road, Suite 302
Williamsville, NY 14221
TEL: 716-634-9535
www.holocaustcenterbuff.com
Sharon M. Jacobs- Co-President
Pieter Weinrieb- Co-President
Mara Koven Gelman- Executive Director 

Jewish Community Center of Greater 
Buffalo, Inc. 
Benderson Family Building 
2640 North Forest Road 
Getzville, NY  14068 
TEL 716-688-4033 | FAX 716-688-3572 

Richard Zakalik- Executive Director
Gretchen Gross - President
Holland Family Building 
787 Delaware Avenue   
Buffalo, NY  14209
TEL 716-886-3145 | FAX 716-886-1367
www.jccbuffalo.org
 
Jewish Discovery Center
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY 14221
212 Exeter Rd. 
Williamsville, NY 14221 (office)
TEL: 716-639-7600
TEL: 716-632-0467
Rabbi Heschel Greenberg
Rabbi Laizer Labkovski
www.jewishdiscovery.org

Jewish Family Service Of Buffalo And 
Erie County 
70 Barker Street   
Buffalo, NY  14209 
TEL 716-883-1914 | FAX 716-883-7637
www.jfsbuffalo.org 
Marlene Schillinger- Executive Director
Larry Rubin- Chair

Jewish Federation Apartments 
275 Essjay Road   
Williamsville, NY  14221 
TEL 716-631-8471 | FAX 716-631-8768 
www.jewishfederationapartments.org
Karen Greenspan- President
Kathleen Haggerty- Property Manager

Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo
2640 North Forest Road 
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-2241 | FAX 716-929-0482 
www.jfedbflo.com
Rob Goldberg- CEO & Executive Director
Howard Rosenhoch- President

Jewish Federation Cemetery 
Corporation, Inc.
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-2246 | FAX 716-929-0482 
www.jfedbflo.com
Deborah Pivarsi- Director
Jerome D. Carrel-  President

Kadimah Academy
1085 Eggert Road
Amherst, NY  14226
TEL 716-836-6903 | FAX 716-837-7322
www.kadimah.org  
Einav Symons- Head of School
Jonathan Epstein- President

Ohr Temimim School
411 John James Audubon Parkway 
W. Amherst, NY  14228
TEL 716-568-0226 | FAX 716-636-1899
www.ohrtemimimschool.com
Rabbi Shmuel Shanowitz- Principal
Jonathan Gellman - President

Weinberg Campus
2700 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-639-3311 | FAX 716-639-3309
www.weinbergcampus.org  
David Dunkelman- President & CEO
Kenneth Rogers- Chairman of the Board 
of Directors

Jewish Community Agencies 
in Western New York

A G E N C I E S

Celebrating Lives and
Preserving Memories for 113 Years

3 Mausoleums  •  6  Historic Veteran Sections
Serving all Faiths  •  Historic Chapel

100 Landscaped Acres  •  Traditional Graves

New Montefiore II section opening 2015

Elmlawn Memorial Park
3939 Delaware, Ave. Kenmore, NY 14217

716-876-8131  www.elmlawncemetery.com

BETTER WAY TO 
CREDIT CARD PROCESSING INC

7100 Goodrich Road • Clarence Center, NY 14032 • FAX: 716.741.4198
www.BetterWayccp.com • email: roger@BetterWayccp.com

CALL!  716.912.4646 Roger Whitfi eld, Owner

FREE EMV TERMINAL WITH NEW ACCOUNT!
• No Contracts • No PCI Fees • Wholesale Pricing
• Card Processing for Collection Agencies
“I work for my clients, not the bank”

http://www.chabadbuffalo.com
http://www.jewishphilanthropies.org
http://www.jewishstudies.buffalo.edu/
http://www.holocaustcenterbuff.com
http://www.jccbuffalo.org
http://www.jewishdiscovery.org
http://www.jfsbuffalo.org
http://www.jewishfederationhousing.org
http://www.jfedbflo.com
http://www.jfedbflo.com
http://www.kadimah.org
http://www.ohrtemimimschool.com
http://www.weinbergcampus.org
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Yad B’Yad
A program of the Bureau of Jewish
Education
TEL 716-204-5380 / FAX 716-688-3572
www.yadbyad.org
Cindy Komm- Chair

Western New York  
Synagogues and Temples
Chabad House of Buffalo (unaffiliated)
2450 North. Forest Rd,
Getzville, NY 14068
TEL 716-688-1642
www.chabadbuffalo.com

Congregation Beth Abraham 
(Conservative)
1073 Elmwood Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14222
www.congregationbethabraham.net

Congregation B’nai Shalom 
(Conservative)
1641 North Forest Rd.
Williamsville, NY 14221
TEL 716-689-8203
office@bnaishalombuffalo.org
www.bnaishalombuffalo.org

Congregation Hesed Abraham
215 Hall Ave
Jamestown, NY  14701
Rabbi Allen Podet
TEL 716-484-1800

Congregation Shir Shalom  
(Reform/ Reconstructionist)
4660 Sheridan Drive
Williamsville, NY  14221
TEL 716-633-8877
Rabbi Alexander Lazarus-Klein
Cantor Sharon Eve Colbert
Joanne Marquisee - Executive Director
Todd Sugarman - President
www.shirshalombuffalo.org

Congregation Havurah
6320 Main St., Williamsville, NY 14221
Bernard Schenkler, President
Annette Pinder, Membership Chair
TEL 716-689-2256
www.congregationhavurah.org
info@congregationhavurah.org

Kehillat Ohr Tzion (Modern Orthodox)
879 Hopkins Rd 
Williamsville, NY 14221
Email: jstrosberg@ohrtzion.org 
Rabbi Joshua Strosberg
Cheryl Stein- President
http://ohrtzion.org/kot

Knesset Center (Orthodox)
500 Starin Avenue
Buffalo, NY  14214
TEL 716-832-5063
Rabbi Shmaryahu Charitonow
www.chabad.org

Jewish Federation Apartments  
Himmel Family Chapel 
(Unaffiliated)
275 Essjay Road
Williamsville, NY  14221
Pinkhos Blitshteyn- President
Rabbi Daniel Shuman

Saranac Synagogue  
(Orthodox)
Rabbi Nesanel Cadle 
President - Shmuel Rashkin 
Vice President - Reuven Alt
Gabbai David Kunkel
85 Saranac Avenue
Buffalo New York 14216
TEL 716 876 1284
www.SaranacSynagogue.org

Temple Beth Tzedek  
(Conservative)
621 Getzville Road
Amherst, NY  14226
Rabbi Perry Netter
Cantor Mark Spindler
Harvey Brenner - Executive Director
Leon Komm - President
TEL 716- 838-3232
www.btzbuffalo.org

Temple Beth Zion  
(Reform)
Sanctuary: 805 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo, NY  14209  
Religious School and Offices:  
700 Sweet Home Road
Amherst, NY 14226
Rabbi Gary Pokras- Sr. Rabbi
Rabbi Adam Scheldt- Asst. Rabbi
Cantor Penny Myers
Mark Criden - Executive Director
Warren Clark - President
TEL 716-836-6565
www.tbz.org 

Temple Beth El  
(Reform)
720 Ashland Avenue
Niagara Falls, NY  14301
Cantorial Soloist Barry Rose
Robert Duell- President
TEL 716-282-2717
www.niagarafallstemple.com

The Family Shul  
(Unaffiliated)
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY  14221
Rabbi Heschel Greenberg
Rabbi Laizer Labkovski
716-639-7600  

Young Israel of Greater Buffalo 
(Orthodox)
105 Maple Road
Williamsville, NY  14221
Richard G. Berger- President
TEL 716-634-0212
www.yibuffalo.org 

Due to postal regulations, the Jewish Journal of Western New York will 
no longer be forwarded to “temporary change” addresses.   If you plan to 
be away from your permanent address and will have your first class mail 

forwarded to your temporary address and would like to continue to receive 
the Jewish Journal over the winter or the summer, please call Nadine Ryback 

at 716-204-2248 to give us your “temporary” address.   Thank you!  

Attention Snowbirds!

A G E N C I E S

KENNY CARPETS AND FLOORS

www.kennycarpets.com

REMEMBER ... 
DO THE KENNY!

HOURS: M-F 10-9, SAT 10-5, SUN 12-5

FREE SHOP AT HOME SERVICE
PAY NO INTEREST UNTIL 2017*

1.  WNYs largest volume flooring chain, our selection is 
overwhelming, our volume saves you lots of money. 

2.  Serving WNY since 1960, no one has our experience 
in installing carpet and floors.

3.  Our staff averages 19 years of experience - no one will 
serve you better.

4.  We stock more carpet, wood, laminate, and vinyl than 
any store. Buy today, Install Tomorrow.

5.  Our prices are significantly lower than any Outlet, 
Home Center or Store. Ask about our low price 
guarantee!!

TOP 5 REASONS YOU MUST 
COME TO KENNY CARPETS:

7600 Transit Rd. (Opposite Eastern Hills Mall) 631-0028
3240 Transit Rd. (at Seneca Creek) 656-0426

2995 Sheridan Dr. (at Niagara Falls Blvd. next to Northtown Plaza) 836-8100

http://www.chabadbuffalo.com
http://www.congregationbethabraham.net
mailto:office@bnaishalombuffalo.org
http://www.bnaishalombuffalo.org
http://www.shirshalombuffalo.org
http://www.congregationhavurah.org
mailto:info@congregationhavurah.org
mailto:jstrosberg@ohrtzion.org
http://www.chabad.org
http://www.btzbuffalo.org
http://www.tbz.org
http://www.niagarafallstemple.com
http://www.yibuffalo.org
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Joint Friday Night 
Service with Hillel 
CBA, April 15

On Friday, April 15, Congregation  
Beth Abraham will welcome Hillel of 
Buffalo for a joint Kabbalat Shabbat 
service. This annual tradition gives 
us a chance to interact with and 
support our Jewish students who are 
often confronted with anti-Israeli 
rhetoric and activity on campus. The 
Congregation will also be kicking off its 
new Friday night speaker program with, 
appropriately enough, Dan and Lital 
Metchnik, Hillel Director and community 
Shlichah, respectively. They will be 
speaking to the Congregation about 
Tikkun Olam and their experiences 
adapting from Israel to Buffalo and 
becoming beloved members of our 
community. Please join us in sharing 
in what promises to be a wonderful 
service and community program.

Vintage Movie Night
@Beth Abraham  

Congregation Beth Abraham 
events in April include the monthly 
Vintage Jewish Movie Group and 
the CBA Book Club. 

Please check the website:  
www.CongregationBethAbraham.net  for 
information on these and other upcoming 
programs, including the much anticipated 

guest speaker series. 

Gesher School @ TBT
Gesher School students in grade 5 

maximize the computer lab by doing 
research for their debate, organized by 
teacher Rick Weiss. The computer lab, with 
teacher Aaron Blum, has contributed to the 
increase of technology usage at Gesher 
with such examples as Prayer-Tech, which 
is an online program for learning and 
practicing prayers and various research 
project and presentation opportunities. 

Beth Zion Sisterhood to Host
Brewery Tour and Tasting

Sunday, April 17
1:30-4:00 p.m.

All aboard! Hop on the bus and visit Resurgence and the Pan American Grill in 
downtown Buffalo and sample some of their unique selections. Learn about the history 
of brewing in Buffalo, the buildings you will visit and about the brewery process at each 
location. The tour will also include round-trip transportation from the TBZ Broder Center, 
beer tastings and snacks.

The cost per person is only $40. Reservations are on a first-paid, first-served basis. There are 
only 22 spots available. For more information, the TBZ Office at (716) 836-6565.

CONGREGATION 
SHIR SHALOM

Erev Shabbat Blue 
Jean Service

Friday, April 29, 2016 
at 7:30pm

Join us at 7:30pm for our Erev 
Shabbat Blue Jean Service. 

Wear your favorite pair of jeans or 
other	casual	clothing. 	 

Join us at our Matzoh Brei Oneg 
Shabbat! 	 

There	will	even	be	blue	foods! 	
EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 

Beth Zion Summer 
Celebration

Summer is just around the corner, so mark 
your calendar!

Monday, August 8
Transit Valley Country Club

Set aside all or part of the day and plan 
to lunch, wine tour or golf, or just come 
for a delicious dinner and lively auctions. 
All proceeds from this event benefit all 
educational programming at TBZ. 

For more information, call Julie Feldman 
at 836-6565.

 Don’t	miss	the	premier	social	event	of	
the summer!

The Scout Shabbat celebration at CBA 
included a D’var Torah developed by 
Harvey Horowitz and delivered by Adam 
and Noah Beiter.  We recognized the scouts 
who had earned their religious emblems 
(Lehava Award for Ava, Aleph Award 
for Noah) and Anthony Seefried’s Eagle 
project renovation of the Congregation 
Shir Shalom children’s library.  We enjoyed 
a beautiful cake, sponsored by the Jewish 
Committee on Scouting of Western NY 
(wnyjcos.weebly.com). 

Scout Shabbat at Beth Abraham

back row: Michael Romeo, Noah Beiter, Adam 
Beiter; front row: Ava Romeo, Sivan Netter, 
Talula Ennis, and Sarah Lewis
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Community Seder, Second Night  
of Passover: Beth Abraham

On Saturday, April 23, by popular demand, CBA will once again 
be hosting a community seder for the second night of Passover.  
Last year’s event was filled to capacity so be sure to get your reserva-
tions in early by contacting CBA online at www.CongregationBethAb-
raham.net. 

As before, we will be using a family-friendly Haggadah, with lots 
of spirited singing (in the grand CBA tradition). A full, kosher, catered 
meal and all the matzah you can possibly eat is included.  Details on 
the time and cost are posted on the CBA website.

Join Temple Beth Zion on the 
First Night of Passover!

22nd Annual Seder
Friday, April 22

Brookfield Country Club, 
5141 Shimerville Road

5:45 PM Service, 6 p.m. Seder
Laurie Criden & Jennifer Patrick, Co-Chairs

Open to the community.

For details, go to the Festivals page at www.tbz.org  
or call 836-6565.

SAVE THE DATE!
Anne Bernstein Memorial 
Shabbat Speaker Series

Saturday, May 28, 2016
12:00pm Lunch • 12:30pm Speaker

Henry Zeve will speak about 
 “A Child Survives The Holocaust.”  

The	program	is	free	of	charge. Everyone	is	welcome.

Big Changes Coming for 
TBZ’s PALS Preschool

CONGREGATION SHIR SHALOM
Second Night Passover Seder

Saturday, April 23, 2016 at 6:00pm
Buffalo Niagara Marriott

1340 Millersport Hightway, Amherst NY

Festive Seder conducted by Rabbi Alex Lazarus Klein 
and Cantor Sharon Colbert

Complete Seder Dinner. Kosher Seder Dinner available 
for an additional fee. Family friendly.

Call the Temple Office at 633-8877 for reservations.

Beginning in September, PALS is offering full time care, 
from 7:30 am – 6 pm, Monday through Friday for all children 
who are enrolled in our Core program. The Core program 
meets Monday/Wednesday/Friday from 9 – 2 pm for our 3 
& 4 year olds (Preschoolers) and Tuesday/Thursday from 
9 – noon for our 2 year olds (Toddlers). Families can add 
additional PALS days and/or afternoons, and arrive as early 
as 7:30 am.

Research tells us that the first 5 years of a child’s life are 
critical to their success in the future. We believe that our 
children are getting a great start at PALS, in particular with 
their language and social skills. Although reading isn’t taught 
specifically in the preschool classroom, the emergent literacy 
skills are encouraged on a daily basis, through exposure to 
books, letters, and words in a literacy rich environment. PALS 
children are involved in creative play, sharing stories, and 
having fun! What a great way to learn!

Please contact Melissa Milch-Klein at pals@tbz.org or  
836-6565 x 139 for a tour, registration information, tuition fees 
and forms. Tuition assistance is available on an individual basis. 

http://www.tbz.org


P A S S O V E R

24   www.jfedbflo.com | April 2016

MICHELLE WINER 
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker

Hunt Real Estate

Cell: 716.830.8266
mwiner@huntrealestate.com

www.michellewiner.com

MICHELLE WINER 

is proud to sponsor this special section, 
and would like to wish you and your 
loved ones a Happy Passover

Village of Williamsville,  
Mayor Brian Kulpa  

sends Passover greetings to 
the Jewish Community

MAYOR BYRON BROWN

As Buffalo’s Jewish Community comes 
together to celebrate this important 

eight day festival, I wish all of you a 
happy and joyous Passover.
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Please note the following for 
best results when hard cooking...

Purchase eggs and store in refrigerator one week 
before you plan to hard cook. 

Start eggs in cold water and bring to a boil.
Turn off heat and let stand 15 minutes.

Immediately cool in ice water.
This will facilitate removal of 

shells for peeling.
This year make sure the egg on your 

seder plate is a 
Kosher-certified Eggland’s Best Egg.

Wishing you a joyous Passover
Locally produced by a three-generation 

New York State family farm

“Our hens eat better so you’ll eat better.”

ATTENTION 
VALUED 

CUSTOMERS
OUR EGGS 
ARE THE 

FRESHEST!

What Our Community is Saying About  
Dr. Paul Young...

Penny Myers
★★★★★ “Dr. Young was extremely gentle and thorough.  He 

took his time with me, answering all of  my questions and was very 
approachable. It is evident that he deeply cares for the health and 

well being of  his patients.” 

Mitch Rubin
★★★★★ “Dr Young is very knowledgeable and we know we are in 
good hands when we visit his office.  We are always impressed with 
the office staff, cleanliness, timeliness, ease of  getting an appoint-

ment and most importantly, medical care”

Stacie Greenfield Stone
★★★★★ “Dr. Young  took time to ask me questions and listen 

to what I had to say.  He was very personable yet professional and 
clearly knowledgeable in his area of  expertise  The ambiance of  the 
office made me feel relaxed and comfortable. I would highly recom-

mend Dr. Young!”

Meshulam Holzman
★★★★★ “There are many surgeons out there but Dr. Young has 

real skill and precision! I couldn’t be happier with the outcome of  my 
experience with Dr. Young and the wonderful staff!”

Rivky Greenberg
★★★★★ “Dr. Young is a gifted, compassionate physican.  He pro-
vides excellent care and was kind, patient and reassuring. An overall 
welcoming and beautiful office. He is a brilliant doctor with great 

bedside manner and skilled staff. 

Kenneth Dauber
★★★★★ “He listens, he cares, he has a gentle hand, and he is de-

voted to your well-being.  Just a fine doctor and a model for doctors.”

ADULT AND PEDIATRIC CARE
BOARD CERTIFIED

Paul R. Young, MD
Ear, Nose and Throat Specialist

P  716.832.8500
F  716.832.8501

4955 NORTH BAILEY AVE.
SUITE 202

AMHERST, NY 14226-1206

ubs.com/team/thewellsgroup©UBS 2015. All rights reserved. UBS Financial Services Inc. is a subsidiary of UBS AG. Member FINRA/SIPC. D-UBS-CF4E8FB

Your financial goals. Our global resources.

The Wells Group
David A. Norman

6390 Main Street, Village Park Business Center
Williamsville, NY 14221-5859

716-630-3011

Happy Passover 
From
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Wishing 
Everyone
a Happy
Passover

Since 1890

WNY’S MOST
EXPERIENCED 
FABRICATOR

Granite/Marble
Quartz/Limestone

Kitchens • Baths
Fireplace Surrounds, 
Hearths, & Mantels

716.892.5294

1085 E. Delavan Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14215

Congressman Brian Higgins
26th District of New York

Wishing all 
a Happy 

Passover!

Like us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/higginsforcongress

Follow us on Twitter:
www.twitter.com/Higgins4WNY

www.higginsforcongress.com

Luggage for the World Traveler
3400 Main Street, Buffalo, nY

Happy Passover from

Ellen Daly
edaly@huntrealestate.com

716-830-8285

Happy 
Passover

Wishing Our Community
a Happy Passover

from The Board of Directors & The Staff of 
The Bureau of Jewish Education

2640 North Forest Rd | Getzville, NY 14068
(716) 204-5380

www.bjebuffalo.org

The Bureau of Jewish Education

2640 North Forest Rd | Getzville, NY 14068
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716 Maple Road, Williamsville • 716.689.2115

dessertdelibakery.com
6429 Transit Road, E. Amherst • 716.204.9531

Forward, Together

Developing Tomorrow’s Leaders Today

1085 Eggert Road, Amherst, NY 14226
offi ce@kadimah.org

836-6903

Follow us on FB @KadimahAcademy

Forward, Together

Developing Tomorrow’s Leaders Today

Assemblyman 
Michael Kearns 

sends Happy Passover wishes to 
his Jewish Friends and Neighbors

Wishing You and Your Family 
Peace and Happiness this 

Passover Season

Assemblyman Ray Walter 
146th District

Best wishes 
for a happy, 

healthy Passover

Johnny’s
Village

Cleaners
5965 Main St.

Williamsville, NY 14221
Across from 

Williamsville South High School

Open 7:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Monday-Saturday

633-7702
Full-service 

cleaners 
since 1953

Wishing You Health, Peace 
and Happiness on Passover

Assemblyman 
John Ceretto

Assemblyman Sean Ryan 
Wishes a Happy Passover to 
All Who are Celebrating in 

Western New York
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April Events

March 30 
 “If Everyone Read The Same Book” 

Program with Mussar  
Institute’s Alan Morinis 

FREE. 7:00pm. Temple Beth Tzedek. 
621 Getzville Road.

March 31-April 24
Jewish Repertory Theatre:  

Compulsion or The House Behind
 JRT in the JCC,  

2640 North Forest Road.   
www.jewishrepertorytheatre.com.   

Or call 716-688-4114 x 391.

April 10   
Jewish Educator’s Holocaust 

Education Conference
12:30-4:30pm @ TBT.   

Sponsored by Holocaust Resource 
Center of Buffalo.  
Call 716-634-9535  

or admin@hrcbuffalo.org. 
 

Hadassah Israel Conference with  
Rob Goldberg, Dan Metchnik  

and Dr. Ernie Sternberg 
 4:30pm @JCC/Benderson  

Lippman Lounge. $5.  
Call Marlene Katzel: 884-6258.

April 15 
 Congregation Beth Abraham 
Shabbat Service with Hillel.   

6:30pm @ CBA.  
1073 Elmwood Avenue.   

www.congregationbethabraham.net 

April 17
Yad B’Yad Fashion Show.   

11:30am. Park Country Club.   
4949 Sheridan Drive.  $36/ 40.   

Call Mindy Ponivas at  
716-204-5380.  

April 22- 30  
(sundown to sundown) 

Passover is observed  
around the world.  

See page 9 for events/seders 
 in Buffalo.

May 1 
Yom Hashoah    
11am-1pm:  

program for students and parents.  
1pm:  

Original film “We Remember.”   
Temple Beth Zion.  

805 Delaware Ave. Free.  
Open to the community.   

Call HRCB at 716-624-9535.

 May 5-12
Buffalo International  
Jewish Film Festival

Amherst Dipson Theatre.  
3500 Main Street.  

www.bijff.com. 

May 10
Yom Hazikaron  

7:30pm. Temple Beth Tzedek. Free.

May 15
Yom Ha’atzmaut

Family and children’s program.  
11:00am @ JCC/Benderson.

May 15 
Israel Bonds/Yom Ha’atzmaut 

Cocktail reception.   
 6pm-8pm. Buffalo & Erie County  

Botanical Gardens.  
$18. RSVP to  

ayelet.weiss@israelbonds.com.  
For more information contact  

443-471-2785.

WiFi available
Brand new laundry facilities • Full-time social worker
Beauty shop • Activities • Transportation
24-hour emergency maintenance • Two elevators
Library • Computer room • Emergency medical call system
Chapel and various religious services
Pool table • Card room • Community room

Jewish 
Federation 
Apartments

Jewish Federation Apartments
275 Essjay Road
Williamsville, NY 14221

For application information please call 716-631-8471
www.JewishFederationApartments.org

Open to all religious denominations

Watch your favorite shows with your 
new friends on our big screen TV!

Now Leasing Brand New Market Rate Apartments

*Jewish Federation Apartments does not discriminate on the basis of handicapped status in the 
admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, its federally assisted program and activities.

Rent assisted apartments for seniors & mobility-impaired adults

Exciting

Renovations

coming early 2016!
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Genealogy News from the Jewish  
Genealogical Society of Buffalo  

 By Kathi Freudenheim, President, and Ferne Mittleman, Librarian

JEWISH EDUCATOR’S HOLOCAUST 
CONFERENCE APRIL 10

The Holocaust Resource Center of Buffalo in partnership with the Bureau of Jewish 
Education, Gesher School and Kadimah Academy of Buffalo have received a Venture Grant 
from the Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo for “A Conference on Holocaust Education for 
Jewish Educators” to be held at Temple Beth Tzedek on Sunday April 10, 2016 12:30 – 4:30. 

• Examining the causes of genocide 
and how young people can make a 
difference.

• Reflecting upon what it means to 
teach these topics as a Jewish educator.

Rabbi Perry Netter of Temple Beth 
Tzedek will also address the workshop 
attendees.  The organizers encourage all 
Jewish educators to attend, “even if you 
don’t teach a class on the Holocaust, you 
may find some pieces to be interesting 
and helpful in the way you teach Jewish 
students,” said Jill Komm, Executive 
Director of Bureau of Jewish Education.

To register, please contact HRCOB by 
April 1, 2016 at 634-9535 or admin@
hrcbuffalo.org.

All Jewish educators are invited to 
participate in this timely and important 
workshop with a focus on best practice 
in Holocaust, Human Rights, and 
Genocide Prevention Education. The 
workshop will be led by United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum Teacher 
Fellow Drew Beiter. Drew is also the 
Director of Education at the Holocaust 
Resource Center of Buffalo.

Educators will receive classroom-
ready materials that cover the following:

• Connecting pre-war Jewish identity 
to the lives of students today.

• Understanding the foundations of 
Holocaust history.

• Learning about Jewish Resistance 
and how to use Survivor Testimony.

News from the Jewish Genealogical Com-
munity (JGSB)…Currently, there is so much 
happening inside of Jewish genealogy. We 
thought we would share some of the inter-
esting items with you. 

• Renowned Jewish lecturer, Henry 
Wellisch will be speaking at Temple Beth 
Zion’s Broder Building, 700 Sweet Home 
Road, Amherst, NY on Sunday, April 17th at 
2:00 pm. His presentation will be “Henry’s 
Escape from Europe in 1940.” The event is 
sponsored by the JGSB and the Holocaust 
Resource Center. The presentation is free 
and open to the public (The venue has 
changed from what was previously report-
ed). For more information you may contact 
Suzette Stringer at srstringer@verizon.net.

• Daniel Kester, a member of the JGSB 
will be giving two presentations about his 
recent trip to Eastern Europe. He explored 
the Baltic countries of Estonia, Latvia, and 
Lithuania. Dan has slides of pictures from 
the various sites he visited and will delight 
you with a very informative talk. He is 
speaking at Congregation Shir Shalom on 
Sunday, May 15, 2016 at 9:15 am and on 
Thursday, May 19, 2016 at the JCC Bender-

son Building at 7:00 pm. The HRC and the 
JGSB are co-sponsoring these events.  

• The PBS program, “Genealogy Road-
show” will begin airing a new season on 
Sunday, April 3, 2016. Professional gene-
alogists, Kenyatta D. Berry, Joshua Taylor 
and Mary Tedesco combine history and 
science to uncover fascinating stories of 
diverse Americans. Check your TV listings 
for local program times.

We invite you to contact the JGSB at  
jewishgenbuffalo@gmail.com for assistance 
or for information on membership. 

Henry Wellisch

A G E N C I E S
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Foundation Offers 
Academic Scholarship

Lenore J. Levy, Chair of the Academic Scholarship 
and Financial Assistance Committee of the 
Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies, has 
announced that a limited amount of scholarship 
funds will be available to provide financial aid 
to undergraduate and graduate students to help 
meet the escalating costs of higher education.

The Foundation administers a number 
of endowment funds which have been 
established by donors for this special purpose.  
The following funds are the primary source 
of scholarship assistance for Jewish students:

Sidney & Jeanette Birzon Memorial Fund
Raymond & Sara Ehrenreich  

Scholarship Fund
Isadore & Bessie Federman  

Scholarship Fund
Rose H. Frank & Leonard H. Frank 

Academic Scholarship Fund
Anna E. & Bernard I. Gross  

Scholarship Fund
Isaac Hoenig Memorial Fund

Dr. Martin & Edith L. Horowitz  
Scholarship Fund

Jewish Liberal Arts Club
Edna, Lillian P. and Beatrice J. Kohn Scholarship 

Fund
Dr. Harold J. and Arlyne Levy Award  

in Jewish Studies
Dr. Louis Sklarow Award Fund

Maimonides Medical Society Fund
Sarah & Nettie Nathan Scholarship Fund

Dr. Meyer & Ann S. Riwchun  
Scholarship Fund

Benjamin & M. Madalene Smith Scholarship 
Fund

Paul Swados Scholarship Fund
Iola Zeckhauser Scholarship Fund

Some scholarships are awarded in 
the form of interest-free loans and 
some in the form of outright grants.  
Eligibility is generally limited to 
students who have attended high 
school in Western New York and 
scholarships are awarded on the 
basis of documented financial need.

For applications and information, 
please contact the Foundation 
office at 204-1133. The deadline 
for submission of applications for 
the coming academic year is June 
1st.  Applications are processed and 
reviewed by the Career Services 
Department of Jewish Family 
Service.  The Foundation’s Academic 
Scholarship and Financial Assistance 
Committee will determine the 
nature and amount of any assistance 
offered, and students will be notified 
by August 15th.

Lenore J. Levy, Academic Scholarship Chair

Murray roofing
Jeff Murray

President/Owner
600 Cayuga Creek Road | Cheektowaga, New York 14227

www.murrayroofingcompanyinc.com
murrayroofing1@roadrunner.com

Commercial & Industrial Roofing and Repairs

p. 716-896-5555 | f. 716-894-5730
Over 40 years Of service | Over 25 milliOn square feet under warranty!

GET READY to Grow
GET SET to Learn
GO to PALS!

700 Sweet Home Rd.
Melissa Milch-Klein
716-836-6565 x139

pals@tbz.org

Extended 
Care 

Beginning 
September 

2016
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THE UNKNOWN HISTORY OF ANNE 
FRANK’S DIARY — LITIGATION, 
CONFLICT, AND CONTROVERSY

By Maxine Seller

looking for—an “insider” telling about the 
Holocaust in a truthful and accessible way.  
He became determined—obsessed—with a 
desire “to help the teller to tell.”

Levin immediately sought out and 
befriended Anne’s father, Otto Frank, the 
only surviving member of the family; started 
a campaign to get the diary published 
in the United States, (which succeeded 
in 1952) and wrote The New York Times 
review (published without his name on it) 
that launched the diary as a national and 
international best seller. Levin as unhappy 
with the published version of the diary, 
which he claimed the publishers, with the 
support of Otto Frank, had “de Judaized,” 
changed from a Holocaust story to a more 
generalized war story, to increase sales 
to a wider, non-Jewish public. Levin also 
wrote a play based on the diary, authorized, 

he said, by a verbal agreement with Otto 
Frank.  Frank and his publishers rejected 
Levin’s play and replaced it with a version 
(by Albert Hackett and Frances Goodrich) 
that was “softer, more sentimental, and 
decidedly less Jewish”—again in the interest 
of increasing sales or perhaps, in the belief 
that after the Holocaust, Jews should keep 
their heads down. The new play opened in 
New York in 1955 and received the Tony 
Award and a film version won three Oscars.    

In the years that followed, Levin 
refused to give up, accusing Otto Frank of 
plagiarism and even of writing the diary 
himself. Suits and countersuits were filed 
about the rights to the diary, now a very 
valuable product, and about its authorship 
and its authenticity. Holocaust deniers  
were delighted by the public spectacle of 
Jew against Jew, arguing that if the famous 
diary was a hoax, so was the Holocaust.  
Fortunately, the Dutch investigators proved 
that the diary was authentic. Most of the 
material omitted from the original version 
was restored in a later edition. However, 
Levin’s unending efforts on behalf of his 
play won him nothing except the right 
to have it performed in Israel in a non-
commercial setting. In the fictionalized 
version of the story, Phil Silver’s obsession 
with Anne Frank appears to ruin his career. 
The real life Meyer Levin continued to write 
novels and other works of Jewish interest 
until his death in 1981.

Scholars still argue about the issues raised 
in Compulsion: the House Behind, but critics 
agree that the play itself is entertaining 
and thought-provoking. The San Francisco 
Chronicle called it a “compelling forage 
along the thin line between idealism and 
fanaticism.”

Compulsion: the House Behind will play 
at the Robert and Maxine Seller Theatre from 
March 31 -April  23 with shows on Thursdays 
at 7:30. Saturdays at 2:00 PM. 

JRT Presents:  
COMPULSION 

OR THE HOUSE  
BEHIND  

March 31-April 24
Phil Silver is a man obsessed. 

When he learns about a young 
girl named Anne Frank and her 
extraordinary diary, Silver makes 
it his mission to ensure her tale 
is heard. But is the manuscript a 
work of art? A cultural treasure? 
Once publishers and producers 
get involved, it becomes “a very 
valuable product,” and Silver’s good 
intentions prove to be his undoing. 

Compulsion or The House Behind 
is directed by Saul Elkin and stars 
Peter Palmisano, Ray Boucher and 
Anne Roaldi. Also on stage, are two 
puppets who play Silver’s imagined 
character of Anne Frank and Peter 
Van Daan, constructed by performer 
and artist Michele Costa. It runs 
from March 31 through April 24.  

Please note! There will be no 
performances of Compulsion or 
The House Behind on Saturday, 
April 23. There will be additional 
performances added to the 
schedule on Wednesday, April 13 
and Wednesday, April 20, both at  
7:30 p.m.

For more information on JRT, 
productions, dates and tickets, visit 
www.jewishrepertorytheatre.com.  
Tickets are available at 688-4114, 
ext. 391, through Showclix at 1-888-
718-4253 (Monday-Friday, 9am-9pm 
EST) or at either JCC reception desk. 

You know the touching story of Anne Frank, 
the young Jewish girl who hid from the Nazis 
in the annex of an Amsterdam canal house 
and wrote a diary about her experience. You 
know that this diary became a worldwide best 
seller, and an award- winning play and film. 
But did you know that almost from the time it 
was discovered this now iconic diary has been 
the object of bitter dispute and seemingly 
endless legal wrangling? To whom did the 
manuscript belong? Who had the right to 
publish it, or to produce it as a play or film? 
Did Anne Frank really write the diary? Was 
the text altered, by whom, and why?  How did 
the diary become a weapon in the arsenal of 
Holocaust deniers? Most contentious of all, 
what was the diary’s real message? Was it, 
as Levin thought and as Anne Frank herself 
stated, about the importance of the suffering 
and survival of Jews as Jews, to set an example 
of goodness for the world? Or was it about 
the universal fight against hatred and its 
murderous consequences, not only in Europe 
but in Cambodia, Rwanda, and throughout 
the world? These are a few of the questions 
raised in the Jewish Repertory Theatre’s new 
production Compulsion: The House Behind by 
Linne Groff, which opens on March 31 at the 
Seller theatre in the Benderson JCC. 

Compulsion: the House Behind is not the 
story of Anne Frank. Rather, it is the story 
of Anne Frank’s diary, the manuscript itself, 
as a valuable product, and the struggle 
to control its content and use during the 
decades following World War II. The play 
focuses on Phil Silver, a thinly disguised 
fictitious version of the very real Jewish 
author and journalist Meyer Levin. The title 
Compulsion is a reference to Levin’s popular 
book about the sensational Leopold/Loeb 
murder. It is also a reference to Levin’s 
obsession with the Anne Frank diary, his 
feud with Otto Frank (Anne’s father) and 
Doubleday Publishers, and his long and ill-
fated battle to bring his version to the stage. 
The Connecticut Post described the play as 
“a rich mixture of history, entertainment, 
world gossip, and one man’s obsession over 
a work of art that doesn’t even belong to 
him.”

The real story began when Levin’s 
wife found a French copy of the diary 
shortly after World War II and gave it to 
her husband.  It was just what he had been 

Larry Raines
Dale and Candace Kadish

716-580-4822
www.CaringTransitionsBuffaloNY.com

Larry Raines
Dale and Candace Kadish

716-580-4822
www.CaringTransitionsBuffaloNY.com

DOWNSIZING?
Nation’s Leading Senior Moving Company

Caring Transitions will help:
 Organize your entire move

 Packing and unpacking services

 Estate sales

 Coordinate movers and real estate agents

 Manage cleanout of home

 Bonded and Insured

http://www.jewishrepertorytheatre.com
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31ST ANNUAL BUFFALO INTERNATIONAL  
JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL TAKES PLACE MAY 5-12 

Deciding upon a summer camp for 
your child is difficult, to say the least. 
There are the practical and logical 
factors to consider: location, cost, 
program, quality, safety, activities, and 
more.  Added to your decision making 
list is whether or not to choose a day 
camp or an overnight camp, as well as to 
pick a Jewish camp or not. It just keeps 
getting more complicated.

Camp is truly a game changer for many 
children. For some, it is a continuation of 
programming and social opportunities 
that they have experienced all year long. 
For others, it is truly the one time a year 
where they can experience social success 
in conjunction with program and skill 
development in an environment that 
fosters their individual needs. 

Research has repeatedly stated that 
connecting children and teens to Jewish 
social opportunities keeps their Jewish 
identity strong.  In fact, many adults will 
often tell you that their Jewish Identity 
was formed while they attended camp. 
The Jewish Center of Greater Buffalo 
opened Camp Centerland with that 
knowledge in mind. In 2013 Centerland 
moved to a new facility in Getzville, NY 
adjacent to the JCC Benderson building. 
Our program is a blend of embracing our 

natural surroundings and participating 
in many new state-of-the-art features, 
such as our climbing tower and zip line. 
Our mission is simple:  Camp Centerland 
provides a stimulating and nurturing 
environment based on Jewish values for 
kids of all faiths and backgrounds. As 
we continue to redefine camping for the 
21st century, we invite you to come and 
see what Camp Centerland is about. 

Visit us at www.campcenterland.org or 
call 716-688-4033.  

Why A Jewish Summer Camp?
By Betsy Abramson, Camp Centerland Director

Law and Courtroom Drama 
In Classic Films

BENDERSON FAMILY BUILDING
View and discuss films that explore

 Courtroom drama and our legal process.
Films will include:

Twelve Angry Men 
The Caine Mutiny 
Inherit the Wind 

To Kill a Mockingbird
Anatomy of a Murder

Witness for the Prosecution
  

Facilitator:  Mary Ellen Shaughnessy

Wednesdays, 1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. (through May 18) 
$30 / $25 JCC Member Discount

For more information, please contact Karla Wiseman
 at 202-2257 or kwiseman@jccbuffalo.org

Please register at the Member Services Desk or on-line. Class No. 17072.

8:00 pm HUNTING ELEPHANTS

Thursday, May 12
1:00 pm THE LAST MENTSCH
3:30 pm DOUGH
6:00 pm IN SILENCE
8:00 pm ONCE IN A LIFETIME

Tickets & Passes
Passes may be purchased in advance at 
either JCC member services desk, by mail, 
online at www.bijff.com  or at the theatre 
door ½ hour prior to each film. Pass holders 
may request reserved seating by emailing 
jhalpern@jccbuffalo.org or by calling  
716-204-2084 to  guarantee seating at films.

General Single Film Tickets $10
May be used for any film. A limited number 
of Deli Man FILM ONLY tickets will be made 
available Thursday, May 5, based on pre-
party tickets sold.

Deli Man Party and Film Tickets  $36
Saturday, May 7, 6:30 p.m.

Includes Deli dinner, wine (6:30) and film 
screening of Deli Man (7:30)

Flex Pass $50
Save $10 when you purchase a flex pass, 
good for six films. Pass may be shared

     Children 18 & under FREE with parent to 
all films except Deli Man (May 7 screening)
   Films will be shown May 5-12 at the 
Amherst Dipson Theatre. Trailers, schedules 
and ticket purchasing at www.bijff.com  
or either JCC location or by calling 
716-204-2084.

AMHERST DIPSON THEATRE
3500 Main Street, Buffalo, NY, 14226  

(716) 834-7655

Friday, May 6
3:30 pm A LA VIE 

Saturday, May 7
6:30 pm Opening Night Party & Film - 

DELI MAN           

Sunday, May 8
1:00 pm DOUGH
3:00 pm GETT: THE TRIAL OF 

VIVIANE ANSALEM         
Followed by panel discussion 
with Rabbis Alex Lazarus 
Klein, Perry Netter and Josh 
Strosberg

6:00 pm THE LAST MENTSCH        
8:00 pm HUNTING ELEPHANTS 

                  
Monday, May 9
1:00 pm KARSKI & THE LORDS OF 

HUMANITY
3:30 pm FELIX AND MEIRA
6:00 pm IN SILENCE  
8:00 pm A LA VIE      

Tuesday, May 10
3:30 pm DELI MAN    
6:00 pm ONCE IN A LIFETIME  
8:00 pm GETT: THE TRIAL OF 

VIVIANE ANSALEM    

Wed., May 11
3:30 pm FELIX AND MEIRA  
6:00 pm KARSKI & THE LORDS OF 

HUMANITY

2016 FILM FESTIVAL SCHEDULE

The 31st Annual Buffalo International Jewish Film Festival – the third longest running 
festival of its kind in North America – will present 10 award winning and critically acclaimed 
films from around the world including Canada, France, Germany, Israel, Poland, Slovenia, the 
United Kingdom and the United States.  It will take place at The Amherst Dipson Theatre 
located at 3500 Main Street.  

The Buffalo International Jewish Film Festival is dedicated to providing an educational 
and entertaining cultural experience for the general community of Western New York.  
Through the power of exceptional world class cinema, the festival aspires to convey the 
diversity of Jewish experience while recognizing the commonality of Jewish values.

Saturday, May 7 will feature a festival opening deli cocktail party followed by the 
screening of Deli Man, which includes stories of iconic delis such as Katz’s, 2nd Avenue 
Deli, Nate ‘n Al, Carnegie, and features Larry King, Jerry Stiller, and Alan Dershowitz.

Also of note, following the Sunday, May 8, 3 p.m. screening of Gett: The Trial of Viviane 
Ansalem, a panel discussion with three local rabbis will comment on the film which 
documents the marriage laws for Jews in Israel, where there is neither civil marriage nor 
civil divorce and where only rabbis can legitimate a marriage or its dissolution. 

http://www.campcenterland.org
mailto:kwiseman@jccbuffalo.org
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Jay L. Mesnekoff
Director

The 2015-2016 school year brought an 
exciting program to Kadimah Academy. 
Students in grades 6-8 have partnered 
up with students in grade 7 from the 
Tali School in Hod Hasharon, Israel.  
The Jerusalem EdTech Solutions (JETS) 
program allows the students to work on 
a shared Learning Management System, 
which is presented in both English and 
Hebrew. The material is adapted from 
the TALI curriculum and includes the 
students sharing information about 
themselves, their families, Jewish 
communities around the world, seeing 
the world through a Jewish lens (news) 
and juggling identities. The JETS Israeli 
coordinator, Pnina Rapoport regularly 
facilitates and enables the smooth 
interactions of the two schools and 
teachers. 

At Kadimah Academy, the program is 
implemented by Michal Shmuel Lewis, 
who is collaborating with Karina, an 

KADIMAH’S SHUTAFUT-PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM 
WITH ISRAELI STUDENTS

By Einav Symons, Head of School, Kadimah Academy

Israeli teacher. Both students at Kadimah and in Israel are 
studying the same curriculum. The students explored the 
theme ‘where our families come from’ along with “how we 
celebrate our Holidays.”  In order to facilitate this program, 
Israeli and American students prepared presentations and 
slides and posted it as a Google presentation.  Each class 
posted questions for each presentation. Students have also had 

a few opportunities to ‘meet’ 
as a class through Skype.  

“My students are very 
excited to work with the 
Kadimah students” said 
Karina, the teacher in 
Israel. “The fact that the 
interactions are substantial, 
academic and meaningful 
has really strengthened the 
connection between our 
students. I also really enjoy 
working with Michal, who is 
an exceptional teacher.”

The exciting aspect of 
this program is that this was 
planned in mind specifically 
for these Kadimah Academy 
students who will travel 
to Israel in 2017.  Knowing 
that we are really going to 
meet our new Israeli friends 
makes the relationships 
more tangible.  The thought 
of exploring Israel together 
on various day-trips just 
magnifies the anticipation 
and excitement for the 

Kadimah students. 
Thanks to social media, the 

tech-savvy students extended 
their connection through 
individualized and group 
interactions. Shira Symons, a 
Kadimah 7th grader explained, 
“I follow some of the Israeli 
girls like Leshem and Michal 
on Instagram.  We Snapchat a 
bit. We also have a big group 
chat on “What’s App.”  I really 
enjoy being able to talk to 
kids in Israel because I get to 
practice my Hebrew and find 
out how life is out of the US.  
It’s amazing that I will get to 
meet them in about one year!”

At Kadimah, Israel and 
Hebrew are not ‘subjects’ 
to study.  They are a part of 
the school’s fabric and the 
Shutafut program has been 
phenomenal in enhancing 
the students’ identity and 
commitment to Hebrew and 
strengthening the link with 
Israel.

REALTY USA
6000 Sheridan Drive | Williamsville, NY

716.634.4200   cell: 716.480.2196
ssilverberg@realtyusa.com

Your Neighbor, Your Realtor
Sheryl Kardaman Silverberg

Happy Passover

5379 GENESEE STREET • LANCASTER, NY 14026
WWW.FANDTMOTORS.COM

WE SELL QUALITY PRE-OWNED 
CARS • TRUCKS • SUV’s

WE HAVE MANY TYPES
OF FINANCING AVAILABLE

WE OFFER WARRANTIES

716.651.1720
FAX: 716.651.1722

Felice Triglio
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One of the benefits of a community 
archives is the multiple voices it enables, 
so that different perspectives are 
incorporated into the broader narrative 
that is Jewish Buffalo. One of the more 
recent collections now available at 
the University Archives are the papers 
of Herman Weinstein. A Commander 
of the Jewish War Veterans, Buffalo 
Frontier Post 25, from 1981 to 1982, Mr. 
Weinstein served from 1940 to 1945 in 
the 84th Infantry, 79th Division, where 
he was wounded in France in December 
1944, becoming a highly decorated 
serviceman.  His collection was donated 
by Sara Weinstein and adds another 
important dimension to the activities 
of Post 25, complementing an earlier 
collection (ms200.21) of another former 
Commander of Buffalo Frontier Post 25, 
Maurice Sands. 

Within this new collection we gain the 
record of the Post’s activities to place 
flags on nearly 500 Jewish Veterans 

graves annually throughout cemeteries at Beth Jacob, 
Forest Lawn, Elmlawn, White Chapel and Pine Hill, with 
detailed lists of names and locations. Separately, this 
collection has a small amount of important historical 
documentation not found previously, has an array of 
photographs, and includes a very large Buffalo Frontier 
Post 25 flag that is in excellent condition, and is 

pictured in this article.
This collection 

reminds us not only 
of individual wartime 
service, but of the need to 
remember their service 
regularly, and what that 
service has meant for 
the American nation, as 
well as highlighting the 
dedication of those of 
Buffalo Frontier Post 25, 
who have so diligently 
made this one of their 
many service activities 
over the years.

If you’d like to know 
more about the Jewish 
Buffalo Archives Project 
please contact: Chana 
Revell Kotzin, Director, 
Jewish Buffalo Archives 
Project, at 716-204-
5388. You can also 
email archivesproject@
bjebuffalo.org. 

Flag of the Jewish War Veterans, Buffalo Frontier Post 25, 
c.1950s, Herman Weinstein collection, ms200.46, University at 
Buffalo Archives. 

Remembering Those who Served
By Chana Revell Kotzin, Ph.D.

700 Sweet Home Road
Amherst

Temple Beth Zion  
Sisterhood

Judaica Shop
Passover Shopping

Sundays 9:00am-11:30 
Thurs 4:00pm-6:00pm

or by appointment

mailto:archivesproject@bjebuffalo.org
mailto:archivesproject@bjebuffalo.org
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Albert N. Abgott
Abraham Altman
Harry Altman
Benjamin Appelbaum
Dr. Harvey Arbesman
Dr. Marian Arbesman
Bernard Arwitz
Meyer Bass
Henry Bawnik
Louis Belmont
Harry Benatovich
Samuel Benatovich
Arthur Bengart
Rose Bengart
Joselyn J. Berg
Jack Berger
Morris Berger
Morris Bergman
Ida Orlin Berzon
Jacob Bleichfeld
Juda Bleichfield
Nancy Bloom
Linda S. Boxer
Mark Brilman
Walter Brock
Aaron Broder
Joseph M. Brook
Alfred J. Brown
Sherwood Brown
Louis Brownrout
Richard Brummer
Louis Bunis
Dr. Dennis G. Campton
David I. Cantor
Jack Caprow
Samuel S. Carl
Philip Celniker
Ralph Celniker
Harold Chapin
Leo Chapin
Morris Chapin
Robert Ira Chapin
Dr. Norman Chassin
Bernard Clement
Harry Cohen
Meyer Cohen
Frederick S. Cohn
George Cohn
Louis Cohn
Congregation B’rith Israel 
- Anshe Ames Fund
Abraham Cooper
Anthony Costantino
Bertha N. Costantino
Albert Cowan
David C. Cowan
Harry Criden
Samuel Curtiss
Samuel B. Darlich
Dr. Neil Dashkoff
Edward Davis
Paul P. Davis
Morris Diamond

Philip Dorfman
Harry Dosberg
Harry E. Dosberg
Paul Dosberg
Emanuel Duke
Richard M. Earne
Leonard Ellerstein
Martha Yellen Ellis
Thomas Elster
Neil Epstein
Charles Etkin
William A. Evans
Jerry Evarts
Anna Factor
Morris Factor
Harry Fagin
Max Fagin
Samuel Fagin
Hannah Farber
Reuben Farber
Charles Fass
Elmer Feldman
Sam Ferris
Max Fingeret
Peter Fleischmann
Harry Fox
Ben & Jennie Fradin
Hyman Fradin
Jerome G. Fradin
Nat Fradin
Harry Frank
Samuel H. Frank
Henry Freed
Sherwood Freed
Albert Freedman
Max Freedman
Sam H. Freedman
Samuel Freedman
Ernest S. Freudenheim
Carl Frey
Jacob Frey
Max Frey
Stephen S. Frey
Irving Fried
Sanford L. Fried
Dr. Elmer Friedland
Samuel Friedman
Arthur Fuerst
Benjamin Galperin
Samuel Galperin
Harry Galpirin
Ralph J. Galpirin
Celia Garelick
Rev. Samuel Garelick
Sam Garlofsky
Nathan Gelman
Lloyd Gerbush
Paul K. Gerring
John C. Gilbert
Jack Giller
Dr. Jerald Giller
Saul Glaser
Ben Glasser

Carl Glasser
Harold Glickstein
Israel Goldin
Mr. and Mrs. H. Goldman
Julian L. Goldman
Julius Goldman
Mark Goldsman
Edith L. Goldstein
Jerome E. Goldstein
Isador Goorevich
Meyer Gorin
Samuel J. Gottesman
Max Gottlieb
Dorothy J. Gould
Harry Green
Carl Greenberg
Esther Adams Greenberg
Dr. Jacob H. Greenberg
Oscar Greenberg
Leonard Greenfield
Morris Greisdorf
Jacob Gubenko
Morris Gubenko
Meyer W. Halpern
Harry Harriton
Leon Hayman
Israel Hendel
Samuel H. Herman
Bluma F. Hesch
Nelson Himmelfarb
Harry Hoffman
Morris Horowitz
D. Sloan Hurwitz
Donald S. Hurwitz, Jr.
Harry Hyman
Meyer Hyman
Elias R. Jacobs
Daniel Joseph
Dvorah Joseph
Sidney Kagner
Max Kaiser
Leonard Kaminker
Saul Kantor
Benjamin Kape
Fannie Karieff
Samuel J. Karl
Benjamin H. Kessler
Benjamin Klein
Benjamin N. Klein
Jacob Klein
Pvt. Max Klein
Meyer Kolowski
M.Robert Koren
Nathan Kotok
Kevin B. Kulick
Dr. Kevin B. Kulick
Risé P. Kulick
Dr. Marvin Z. Kurlan
Carolyn W. Landau
Fred Landau
Dr. Joseph W. Landau
Isadore Lansky
Jacob Lansky

Throughout the long history of the Hebrew 
Benevolent Loan Association (HBLA) in Buffalo, 
Life Members have played a significant role in 
fulfilling its mission of providing interest-free 
loans to Jewish residents of Western New York for 
a wide variety of purposes.  

For many years Life Members were 
honored with bronze plaques bearing their 
names, signifying their on-going support and 
commitment to the HBLA. These plaques were 
proudly displayed on boards in the HBLA offices 
at the JCC Holland Building. However, when the 
offices moved to the Benderson Building in 
Getzville, the plaques were put in storage. Now 
Life Members are acknowledged in an Honor 
Roll published annually in a special booklet 
that is distributed at the HBLA annual meeting 
each fall. 

But what should happen to the more than 
400 Life Membership plaques? To respectfully 
respond to this question, the HBLA Board 
of Directors approved a two-step plan. First, 
professional photographs of the plaques were 
taken. These high quality photos are now 
included in the permanent collection of the 
Jewish Buffalo Archives housed at the State 
University of New York at Buffalo. Second, the 
Board agreed to launch a good faith effort to 
offer individuals the opportunity to claim their 
own plaque or that of a loved one. 

In order to accomplish this, a complete list of 
names that appear on the plaques accompanies 
this article. The list, along with the photographs 
of the plaques, can also be viewed on the HBLA 
website, www.wnyhbla.org. 

For more information or to claim a plaque, 
please call the HBLA at (716) 204-0542 or 
send an email to info@wnyhbla.org by June 1, 
2016. Please include your name, address, phone 
number, and the plaque(s) you wish to claim. 
You will be contacted promptly. 

After June 1, unclaimed plaques will be sold 
for their metal content. The proceeds will be 
added to HBLA funds and used to provide 
more interest-free loans to individuals in our 
community.  

Life Members continue to share in the 
important work of the HBLA. If you are not a 
Life Member, please consider becoming one. If 
you are already a Life Member, we thank you 
and encourage you to consider giving the gift 
of Life Membership to your loved ones so that 
they too can be a part of the HBLA’s more than 
century old tradition of Gemilut Hasadim, acts 
of loving kindness. 

Re-Claim Your Piece of Buffalo History:  
HBLA Life Member Plaques

Joseph Lansky
Harry Lapidus
Neil Lapidus
Paul Lapidus
Maurice Lassman
Harry Lazar
Dr. Louis Lazar
Peter Lazar
Charles Lederman
Karen B. Leeds
Eva Tobie Gittel 
Lenzner
Walter LeRoy, Sr.
Jacob Lesiger
Dr. G. Ben Leve
Frank Levin
Nathan Levine
Norman Levine
Mr. & Mrs. Morris 
Levintan
Hyman Levite
Jordan A. Levy
Nathan Levy
Leo Lewis
Alan Lieberman
Max Lieberman
Alan B. Linsky
Max Linsky
Aaron Lipman
Ida Lipman
Fred Lippa
Warren Lippa
David Lippman
Joel N. Lippman
Melvin Lippman
Harry Livent
Louis Lorber
Bernard Magil
Edwin Maisel
Sadie Maisel
Samuel Maisel
Stuart W. Maisel
Joseph Malek
Rev. Isaac Manch
David Mandel
Cantor Morris Markowitz
Fred Marschall
George Massik
Rabbi David Massis
Jack Mastman
Charles Memel
Jay L. Mesnekoff
Melvin Mesnekoff
Nathan Mesnekoff
Meyer A. Meyer
Abraham Meyers
Benjamin Meyers
Gerald Meyers
Dr. Raymond Meyers
A. Irving Milch
Gussie Milch
Abe Mills
Samuel L. Mills
Irwin S. Morris
Louis Morris
Jacob Morrison
Joseph R. Morrison
Dr. Saul Narotsky
Aaron Nathan
Lieber Obstein
Gerald Oehlbert
Abraham Palanker
Anna Palanker
Edna Palanker
Joseph Palanker
Meyer Palanker
Rose Palanker
Ethel Pastor
Haskell M. Penn
Leonard Pepkowitz
Benjamin Pigovat
Nathan Pigovat
Tinie Pigovat
Jack M. Platt
Bernard A. Pleskow

David G. Pollack
Samuel Pollack
Howard Popkin
Harry Poummit
Gerald Price
Leo Rabin
Joseph Rachman
Bruce Raines
Marvin Raines
Maurice Ravins
Dr. Milford B. Reiman
Harry Rekoon
Louis D. Rekoon
J.J. Risman
Leonard Rochwarger
Rose Palanker Roitman
Albert Rosen
Daniel Rosen
Donald Rosen
Frank Rosen
Louis Rosen
Louis Rosen
Louis Rosen
Ralph J. Rosen
Sanford Rosenberg
Harry Rosenfeld
Morris D. Rosenthal
Jacob Rosing
Max Ruben
Samuel Ruben
Abba Rubenstein
Jacob Rubenstein
Sol Rubenstein
Martin Rubin
Israel Rumizen
Sam Rund
Joyce C. Sacks
Ina Cohen Sanders
Martin Sanders
Frank R. Sandler
Max Sandler
Willard W. Saperston
Benjamin H. Sapowitch
Irving Sapowitch
Benjamin Satuloff
Dave Schalwitz
Meyer Schanker
Miriam Schanker
Norbert Schechter
Joseph Scheff
Nathaniel Scheur
David L. Schiller
Benjamin 
Schneiderman
Rev. & Mrs. H. Schulsinger
Edward Schwartz
Solomon Schwartz
Rev. Samuel & Minnie 
Segel
R. Ralph Seligman
William J. Sernoffsky
Herbert Shafer
Joseph Shaffer
Carl Shapiro
Meyer Shapiro
Joseph M. Shore
Charles Shuman
Hyman Shuman
Philip Shuman
Oscar Sidell
Hyman Siegel
Max Siegel
Raymond Siegel
Shelley E. Siegel
Samuel Siegel
Belle Silver
Sam Silver
Louis Silverstein
Leonard J. Simon
Morris Simon
Joseph M. Singer
Melvin Singer
Morris Singer
Allen Sirkin
Dr. Douglas M. Sirkin

Bernard Skerker
David Skerker
Isaac Slepian
Benjamin Smith
Helene Goldberg Smith
Jacob Smukler
Oscar Smukler
Clarice W. Snitzer
David Snitzer
Isadore Snitzer
Joseph Snitzer
Isadore Sperling
Max Spitalny
Morris Spitalny
Jacob Statland
James M. Steinhorn
Gerald S. Stern
Stephen Stern
James I. Stovroff
Samuel Sturner
Gerald Sufrin
Max Sugarman
Sam Sugarman
Hyman Sukernek
Benjamin Sultanik
I. Beatrice Sultanik
Louis Sultanik
Lawrence H. Sunshine
Dr. Michael Swados
Paul Swados
Daniel A. Teibel
Philip W. Teibel
Hyman Trachtman
Harry Tubin
B. Tulchinsky
Joseph Tulchinsky
Moshe Urkofsky
Rivka Urkofsky
Aaron Vanglish
Irving Volkman
Barney Waldow
Benjamin Waldow
Harry Waldow
Charles Wallens
Harry Wallens
Jacob Weber
Joseph Weber
Rabbi & Mrs. A. 
Weinberg
Robert Weinrib
Morris Weinstein
Samuel Weinstein
Ralph J. Werblow
Dr. Howard Wilinsky
Harold Willer
Herbert Winer
Benjamin Wiseman
Robert Wolfberg
Max Yasinow
Jerome M. Yavno
Abram Yellen
Bessie Yellen
David Yellen
Dr. Hiram S. Yellen
Jack Yellen
Maurice Yellen
Max David Yellen
Max M. Yellen
Richard D. Yellen
Robert M. Yellen
Robert Maurice Yellen
Samuel L. Yellen
Samuel Louis Yellen
Steven L. Yellen
Toby F. Yellen
Alex Yenoff
Irving Yenoff
Richard A. Zakalik
Louis Zarin 
Lisa Zeimer
Abraham Zeplowitz
Rabbi Donald Zisquit
Wm. Zuckerman

Memorial plaques from HBLA

http://www.wnyhbla.org
mailto:info@wnyhbla.org
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WHAT MAKES KEYSER.....KEYSER?
•  WNY’s only Exclusive Cadillac Dealer
•  Rated #1 in Country for Cadillac Customer Satisfaction 3 

Years Running
•  Winner of Cadillac’s prestigious “Mark of Excellence/

Master Dealer” Award
•  Selling and Servicing Cadillac for 56 Years Offering Largest 

Inventory in WNY
•  Largest Fleet of Service-Loaner Courtesy Vehicles in WNY
•  Friendly, Courteous, Knowledgeable Sales Specialists
•  All GM Makes and Models Serviced
•  Family Owned and Operated
•  Online Showroom
•  In-Home Delivery Available Within 100 Mile Radius

4130 SHERIDAN DRIVE WILLIAMSVILLE, NY 14221
716-634-4100

WWW.KEYSERCADILLAC.COM

PURIM MUSIC WITH JDC AND MISS RIVKY!
Mothers and children enjoyed a fun afternoon at Rivky 

Greenberg’s Pre-Purim music class! The large group consisted 
of many new faces, as well as many “old” friends. The children 
sang about Purim, danced to various Purim movement songs, 
learned about the story and the Mitzvot of the holiday, tasted 
homemade chocolate and rainbow dipped Hamantashen and 
had fun with costumes, masks and instruments!

“Music with Rivky” is a program of the Jewish Discovery Center.  
A Pre-Passover music class is scheduled for April 3rd at 
4:30pm at the Amherst JCC. 

For more information or to register for the class, please contact 
Rivky at (716) 906-8890 or visit www.musicwithrivky.com.

The large and wonderful Pre-Purim music group
Levi and Brenna enjoyed the 
homemade Hamantashen with their 
mom, Maureen.

The children sang while shaking a variety of 
instruments.

Marni, Miss Rivky and Renee were 
having some Purim fun with their 
Purim character masks!

 Max loved “tasting” his grogger 

Eve enjoyed playing and singing 
with Miss Rivky’s stuffed Mr. 
Hamantashen!

Sara and her daughter Alyvia loved their 
first Music with Rivky experience!

Zoe-Grace proudly displayed 
her Shalach Manot basket.

http://www.musicwithrivky.com
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Happy Passover 
from

New Patients Welcome!

HADASSAH  
HEART-HEALTHY 
EVENT - May 18
Heart disease is the leading cause of 

death in women in the United States and 
Israel.   The Buffalo Hadassah Chapter, in 
keeping with one of the primary goals of 
Hadassah International, will be holding an 
educational event about heart disease in 
women.  

A heart healthy luncheon will take 
place on Wednesday, May 18 at Transit 
Valley Country Club at 11:00 am. The 
guest speaker will be Dr. Joanne Cobler, 
a renowned cardiologist, who is involved 
with various issues surrounding women and 
heart disease. She is a frequent lecturer 
on this topic as well as a spokesperson for 
the Go Red for Women Campaign of the 
American Heart Association.

The luncheon will be an informative and 
enjoyable event. In addition to the guest 
speaker, there will be a fashion show with 
Hadassah women modeling clothes from 
Chico’s. There will also be handouts with 
factual information about prevention. The 
chairpersons, who have been working 
for months planning this very important 
program, are Nancy Greenberg and Vanessa 
Myers. 

The cost of the event is a  donation of $40 to 
Buffalo Hadassah. The program is open to the 
community. Reservations and inquiries can be 
made to Mickey Savit 839-5444.

The Mothers’ Association 
of Ohr Temimim, whose 
goal is to promote school 
spirit, has achieved another 
successful event. In March, a 
group of about thirty women 
and girls got together for 
an evening of painting fun! 
Mothers, daughters and 
friends gathered around 
tables each set with a 
personal canvas, a set of 
brushes and an assortment 
of paint. The atmosphere 
was charged with creativity 
and companionship as they 
followed a step by step 
tutorial by Mrs. Yehudis 
Lorber, a parent and 
teacher at Ohr Temimim, 
and completed their piece. 

Ohr Temimim Family Shining!

Each painting was finished beautifully and although 
everyone painted the same subject, each was as 
different as the artists. Depicted in the center of the 
painting is a bright full moon. The Jewish people have 
often been compared to the moon having triumphs and 
troubles, correlating to their strong or weak connection 
to G-d, signified by the waxing and waning of the 
moon. The full moon symbolizes the time when the 

Jews are at their finest. May we merit 
the ultimate redemption when the moon 
will be constantly full and bright and our 
connection to G-d will remain strong 
and full of light.

Mothers, daughters and friends holding their paintings
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Cataracts affect millions of people 
every year, including more than 
half of all Americans over the age 

of 65. Early cataracts may benefit from a 
change in your eyeglass prescription. After 
that, if your vision continues to limit your 
ability to work, read, or do the things you 
enjoy, then cataract surgery should be dis-
cussed. To schedule a cataract evaluation, 
please call the Legarreta Eye 
Center at 716-633-2203. Our 
eye center is located at 1301 
N. Forest Road in Williamsville.  
We offer the latest surgical 
techniques and technology, in-
cluding no-stitch and laser-as-
sisted cataract surgery.

THE POTENTIAL 
FUTURE OF 
CATARACT 
TREATMENT

Cataracts form when pro-
teins in the eye lens known 

as “alpha crystallins” clump together and 
form cloudy (opaque) areas. The eye lens 
also contains a good deal of a molecule 
(lanosterol) that is an essential building 
block of many important steroids in the 
body. Lanosterol is synthesized by an en-
zyme called “lanosterol synthase,” which 
researchers found was lacking in children 
with an inherited form of cataracts. Their 

research culminated with the 
finding that lanosterol plays 
a crucial role in blocking 
lens protein aggregation and 
clouding. This, in turn, leads 
researchers to think that it 
may be possible to block 
cataracts with lanosterol eye 
drops. If so, it would be a 
game-changing moment in 

the treatment of cataracts.

P.S. Cataract surgery is cur-
rently one of the safest and 
most effective procedures 
performed.

www.LegarretaEyeCenter.com
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5% OFF 
ANY INSTALLATION

Cannot be combined with 
any other offer

716-217-2331

There are many conversations and campaigns 
today about the need to address the issue of stigma. 
“Stigma is when someone views you in a negative 
way because you have a distinguishing characteristic 
or personal trait that’s thought to be, or actually is, a 
disadvantage (a negative stereotype),” according to 
the Mayo Clinic.

Stigma is also a form of discrimination or exclusion.  
Few argue that the world in general has a history 
of stigmatization based on racial, ethnic, religious, 
economic, gender, sexual orientation and age 
stereotype.  And historically, the Jewish community 
is well familiar with the horrific outcomes of 
discrimination based on religious belief and ethnicity.   

“In every form, for any reason, stigma is damaging 
to the individual or group being stereotyped, and to 
the society as a whole,” says Marlene A. Schillinger, 
president and CEO of Jewish Family Service of Buffalo 
and Erie County.  Yet while negative attitudes about 
sexuality, ethnicity and other issues have improved, 
stigma against people with a mental illness remains 
widespread.  

There are two kinds of mental health stigma:  social 
stigma characterized by prejudice and discrimination 
against individuals with mental health problems as a 
result of the psychiatric label they have been given; 
and perceived stigma or self-stigma, which is the 
internalization of perceptions of discrimination by 
the mental health sufferer.  

People with a mental health disorder often find 
making friends, keeping a job, and staying healthy a 
challenge because of their illness.  They may find it 
hard to tell family members and close friends about 
their mental health problems because they fear being 
ridiculed, misunderstood, and ignored.  

“From a public standpoint, stereotypes depicting 
people with mental illness as being dangerous, 
unpredictable, responsible for their illness, or generally 
incompetent can lead to active discrimination, such 
as excluding people with these conditions from 
employment and social or educational opportunities,” 
according to the Association for Psychological Science.  
“In medical settings, negative stereotypes can make 
providers less likely to focus on the patient rather 
than the disease, endorse recovery as an outcome of 
care, or refer patients to needed consultations and 
follow-up services.” 

Psychology Today cites the potential of all 
stigma to lead to social isolation that not only 
worsens treatment outcomes on a personal level, 
but complicates the availability of mental health 
resources and care. “Broad stigmatization of mental 
illness in our increasingly complex society has led 
to an epidemic of people who could be helped by 
counseling and treatment but are too ashamed to 

JFS: On Stigma, Counseling and 
Changing the Norm 

seek the support they need,” Schillinger says, adding that children are 
particularly vulnerable.  

“So many children need mental health counseling and treatment, but 
may not get the support because of the attached stigma perceived by the 
child, adolescent or young adult, or a parent, guardian and even school 
counselor.” 

Jewish Family Service of Buffalo & Erie County works steadily 
to dispel all stigma that prevents children, adolescents, individuals 
and families of all races, religions and ethnicities from accessing the 
compassionate care, counseling and treatment needed to meet and 
manage the challenges of living with a mental disorder diagnosis.

The JFS Mental and Behavioral Health Outpatient Program and 
Children’s Mental Health Program focuses not only on helping clients 
develop tools and define strategies for managing their illness, but for 
managing the stigma they must often confront. JFS also facilitates 
Mental Health First Aid training that teaches individuals and employers 
to better understand mental illness; how to respond in cases of a mental 
health emergency, and ways to reduce the associated stigma.

For someone who thinks they may have a mental health challenge, 
getting treatment is the first and most important step. Other 
recommendations include not identifying yourself with your illness (“I 
have a bipolar disorder” rather than “I am bipolar”), prevention of social 
isolation and joining a support group. It is also important to speak out 
against mental health stigma; it can help instill courage in others facing 
similar challenges and educate the public about the truths of mental 
illness.

“Education is key to reducing the stigma that prevents people from 
getting the care and counseling that can improve their lives.  This is 
why the recently passed New York State legislation to identify funding 
for a public education campaign about mental health is so huge.  If you 
haven’t completed your 2015 NYS taxes returns this year there is a check 
off box to support the campaign,” Schillinger says. 

“Remember, it wasn’t so long ago that a person diagnosed with 
cancer, or in a same-sex relationship, was subject to stigmatization. 
That has now changed completely. We hope you will join us in making 
that the case for mental illness in the near future.”  

Jewish Family Service of Buffalo & Erie County is located at 70 Barker 
Street, Buffalo, NY  14209.  For more information or to make an appointment 
call 716.883.1914: Visit us online at www.jfsbuffalo.org.

http://www.jfsbuffalo.org
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Baking for a Cause
Chabad’s Challah for Hunger encourages  
UB students to give back to the community

By Tori Roseman

It isn’t often we are able to combine social and 
fundraising, but Challah for Hunger has provided this 
exact outlet. 

On Wednesday, February 24th, over 100 students 
gathered at the Chabad House Jewish student center 
to partake in a traditional Jewish activity – braiding 
and baking Challah bread. These students came from 
different places, some part of Greek life including Alpha 
Phi, Alpha Epsilon Pi and Delta Phi Epsilon, ZBT and 
others, just interested community members looking to 
learn more about the process. 

Each student was given their own dough to braid, 
decorate with toppings such as chocolate chips or 
cinnamon and then egg in order to bake. Students chatted 
amongst one another while learning about braiding, but 
also about Challah for Hunger as an organization. 

Many of the challahs that were baked were sold in the 
Student Union as well as upon request. All of the money 
made was split between Jewish Family Services of Buffalo 
and MAZON, an international hunger relief organization. 

 

JDC’s Mega Challah Bake
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Foundation & Federation in Florida

Chai Friendship Circle

Foundation & Federation in Florida

Jewish Repertory Theatre

Betty Klein, Louis Kimmel and Warren Klein Mort Shaevel, Andy Shaevel  
and Ellie Shaevel

Susan and Howard Goldman Bob and Ellen Reis with Allen 
Lipman

Randi Morkisz, Heidi and Daryl 
Helfman

Federation CEO Rob 
Goldberg speaking at the 

PGA National Club

Herb Siegel and Sydelle Sorkin Gail and Ralph Kushner Federation President Howard Rosenhoch  
and Lois Cropp

Joe Sterman and  
Sylvia Weiss

Foundation Director  
Peter Fleischmann and  

Ilene Fleischmann

Jewish Discovery Center’s Chai Friendship Circle outing February Boys Teen Lounge Night  with Chai Circle Cooking up fun at Chai Girl’s Baking Afternoon with Chai

Viola Sterman, Charles Shalman, Avy Sterman,  
Ron Benderson at a JRT Benefit at Fiero Restaurant

Sophia Veffer (left) and Dr. Saul Elkin (center)  
talking with patrons

David Bunis, Sandra Montgomery, Paul Pearson, Adrienne 
Grace, Marcie and Marvin Frankel

Musicians entertained during the evening at Fiero Restaurant

Penny and Charlie Shuman
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Congregation Bnai Shalom @JRT

Remembering Justice ScaliaTemple Beth Zion in Florida
 In the Fall of 2002, Dr. Stuart W. 
Maisel and, Ilene Fleischmann 
and Peter Fleischmann had the 
privilege of meeting Justice 
Antonin Scalia at the Supreme 
Court at a dinner hosted by 
Justices Scalia, Ruth Bader 
Ginsberg, and Stephen Breyer. 
The event was organized by 
Buffalo’s own Rabbi Noson Gurary 
to celebrate the contribution 
of Jewish law to western legal 
tradition and especially American 
jurisprudence. 

Myra Werbow, Judy Davis, Bobbie Vishner David Burstein, Lisa Kovel Joel Brownstein, Larry Boxer Mitch Steinhorn and David Williams Linda Boxer, Helen Weinstein, Barbara Sitrin

Eileen Markzon, Myra Werbow Jeanette Levin Allan Werbow Frank Levin, Janice Gelfand Sam Korus and Shira 
Goldberg

Larry Boxer lighting the Havdalah Candle at the Saturday night event

Leah Lipman, Cantor Penny Myers  
and Allen Lipman

TBZ friends together in Florida

Michael Sitrin, Bernie Weinstein, Yair Sageev, Joe Enis Doreen & Larry Gottlieb Leona Spindler, Lynne WilliamsEvelyn Hurvitz, David Blum, Rob & Shira Goldberg

Congregation Bnai Shalom @JRT

Congregation Bnai Shalom @JRT
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(NOT) THE LAST WORD

into the movie. We see Ascia arriving at the 
mass killing site in the forest clearing where 
the Jews of Subacius died in 1941, and where 
Doris’ grandmother, Cheina, and aunt, Mina, 
most probably now rest.  

We see Doris filmed in her art performance 
where she is emerging from the carcass of a 
dead cow  and cleaning herself with milk. The 
meaning of works of art is frequently in the 
eye of the viewer. To me, the bloodied carcass 
represents the evil of the Nazis that Doris 
lived with as the child of a Survivor and the 
evil of apartheid in South Africa, with which 
Doris grew up. The cleansing with milk, a life 
force, for me represents Doris’ hope that the 
cleansing will erase such evil from the world.

Next, Anna takes us to the Saski gardens 

MEETING MY YATZKAN FAMILY IN PARIS.  PART II
By Harold Halpern

I am continuing my review of “Les Yatzkans” from the first part of this story, which appeared in the 
JJWNY in March. Clearly, my cousin Anna is strongly affected by the impact of the Nazis and their local 
supporters on her Yatzkan family. She expresses her feelings in a trip to Lithuania, and to Warsaw, then 
home in Paris about the places of her lost past.

From tiny details in a photograph of her 
maternal grandmother, Chana, she was able 
to find Chana’s home in her Lithuanian town. 
She forcefully nails a large blown-up picture 
of Chana with family on the wall of the home. 
Anna believes Chana died on a death march. 
We see Anna, as Chana, walking in the snow-
covered forest to the Jewish mass gravesite 
in the little town of Podbrozie.  We see Anna 
hang up an enlarged picture of Chana on 
centenary tree and hug the tree, and then 
watch the life-size standing figure of Chana 
crumple into the snow. All disappear from 
existence, as did Chana.

Anna incorporates the home film of Doris 
on her trip with Ascia, her mother, back to 
her birth place in Subacius near Vabalninkas 

in Warsaw where Yatzkan was photographed 
the day he became Editor-in-Chief of his own 
newspaper, before the Haynt became THE 
newspaper of the largest Jewish population 
and the then center of the Jewish literary 
world. We see Anna hanging large posters 
of the Haynt printing rooms on the walls of 
buildings and in the square to remind today’s 
Polish people of the invisible Jewish past. We 
watch as they are torn down by an angry man 
and destroyed, as was the Haynt.

In Paris, we watch Anna nailing on a wall-
- formerly the office of the Haynt--a sign 
stating that the Jewish business is closed. 
An American passerby asks why. She tells 
him that this was her grandfather’s place 
of business closed by the French in 1940, 

and from which all records and books were 
removed in eight crates with the consent of 
the French government. “Weren’t the French 
allies” asked the American? Anna repeats that 
this business was closed by the French Vichy 
government. 

At the end of the film, Anna has completed 
the task of “Les Yatzkan” as seen through 
her eyes and feelings. She has paid homage 
to Yatzkan and her family. She has answered 
the existential question of who she is. She 
has mourned the deceased in accordance with 
Jewish custom by pinning a torn scrap of 
material saved by her mother from a dress 
she made for Anna on her blouse over her 
heart. She has condemned the Nazis and the 
collaborators for the Shoah for taking lives 
and for destroying the history, memory and 
culture of the Jewish people. Among Anna’s 
possessions stands a self-portrait painted by 
her mother that she kept repainting over 
for 30 years, changing her self-perception to 
reflect her feelings, and carving scars on her 
blood red dress. Considering the portrait, 
now that her mother is gone, Anna now 
understands the grief with which her mother 
lived.

I believe that this sense of completion, of 
finding who she is, and finding as much as 
she could about Yatzkan and producing “Les 
Yatzkan” has given her a sense of wholeness. 
After ten years, Anna felt that finally she 
could clean out her mother’s possessions, 
keep that which she wanted, sell others, give 
away or trash the rest, including destroying 
the piano. Just as Anna’s mother wished to 
keep the butterfly forever, and keep Anna 
forever to herself, she had wished to keep all 

Landscape Hardscape Irrigation

Custom Design & Installation

FREE ESTIMATES 741-8468
8600 Roll Road • Clarence Center, New York 14032 • greenviewteam.com

These two photos show Anna reposting the 
sign for “Jewish Business” that was originally 
on The Haynt office during the Nazi era
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her mere possessions and all her memories to herself. So as 
Anna watched the piano crashing into pieces she said to her 
mother up in the skies, “catch it!”

This is a movie to be seen. It is a documentary that 
stirs the viewer’s emotions about loss and grief as well 
as strength of human character to overcome the grief 
and rediscover her self-esteem and pride of family. “Les 
Yatzkan” makes me proud of Anna, Doris, Yatzkan and all 
the Yatzkan family. 

An Afterword
Susan and I arrived in Paris on Thanksgiving, November 

26, 2015. This was shortly after the terrorist attacks left 
many French dead. President Hollande declared that 
the attack was an Act of War. France ordered a State of 
Emergency, suspending some of its democratic civil rights. 
We were told to expect delays and to see armed police or 
soldiers on every corner. We arrived in Charles de Gaulle 
Airport with these expectations.

However, we encountered nothing of the sort. We had no 
thorough questioning by Air France personnel at Kennedy 
airport.  On arrival at de Gaulle Airport, we saw no armed or 
special security. Our ride by taxi to our hotel in the Marais 
District--the old Jewish area, was uneventful and we saw no 
police or armed forces. On Thanksgiving Eve as we walked 
to our restaurant, we were struck by the crowded streets 
and the full restaurants, including our own, with everyone 
appearing in good spirits. Streets were crowded, not only 
with cars, but also with pedestrians late into the evening.

 This continued throughout our stay, which included a 
visit to the Picasso Museum, Erev Shabbat at the Grande 
Shul where we weren’t asked for our passports or other 
identification, dinner at Tour d’Argent, a Shabbat tour 
of the Marais, our visit to the Shoah Memorial and the 
Pompidou Museum, as well as our train trip to Nice. We had 
no security inspection at the train station, nor were our bags 
examined. The only time we saw armed security was outside 
synagogues in Marais and in front of the Shoah Memorial. At 
one synagogue, we were denied entry by a member standing 
outside unless we stayed for the full service. No tourists 
were permitted, even if Jewish. We didn’t encounter this 
restriction in the Sephardic Shul, which happily let us enter. 

Sadly there is no permitted touring of any Shul at any 
time during the week. Shuls are closed. This is not a new 
restriction from the most recent events but has been in 
place for some time because of antisemitism. Antisemitism 
itself is not new to France but has impregnated its society 
for centuries.

Because of the acts of anti-Semitism, somewhat in excess 
of 8,000 Jews made Aliyah to Israel in 2015, more than 
ever before. Before we left home, I arranged for meeting 
with Simone Rodan-Benzaquen, the Director of the Paris 

American Jewish Committee 
(AJC) office, to discuss the 
condition of French Jews. We 
had a wide ranging conversation 
for about an hour. Simone felt 
that the French President and 
the French Prime Minister made 
strong statements in support 
of Jews and are committed to 
their well-being. The French 
government adopted a new 
plan to combat anti-Semitism 
and racism, which AJC helped 
initiate and develop.  AJC is in 
the forefront in France and in 
many countries of the world in 
its positive relationships with 
government leaders and is 
effective in advancing Jewish 
rights of equality. However, 
Simone recognized that anti-
Semitism in France among 
Moslems and non-Moslems 
is very high. Therefore, each 
French Jew needs to answer for 
him and herself whether the 
time has come to leave. The 
French leadership has strongly 
urged them to stay, stating that 
France won’t be France without 
them.

My final word.  As an attorney, 
I asked Simone, also an attorney, 
whether France has gone too 
far and has unreasonably 
threatened its citizen’s civil 
rights by its emergency order 
and its proposed Constitutional 
amendments permitting 
detention for an indefinite 
period and the right to conduct 
sweeping searches without 
search warrants. She felt it 
was acceptable for a very short 
period, but not for more than 
three months. I would argue 
that civil rights are vital for a 
democracy and free society all 
the more in times of upheaval 
to avoid sliding into a repressive 
society. May this not result from 
the current conditions in France 
and Europe.

Addendum from Anna Kendall, 
via Harold Halpern: This is a 
correction Anna made to Part 
I of this story which appeared 
in the Jewish Journal of WNY in 
March:

It would be important to 
make an erratum from Part I: 
“Anna finds sad letters as well. 
Anna’s mother, Tiya, receives 
daily letters sent from her dying 

sister, Edja. Edja, who survived the war in 
Poland outside the ghetto and later joined her 
in Paris, writes Tiya of the circumstances of 
the death of their mother, Rebecca Yatzkan, 
and their sister, Oma, more than 35 years 
before. Rebecca for some time had been 
treated for melancholia. Oma remained in 
Warsaw to help care for their mother. Rebecca 
and Oma were taken in the great deportation 
round-up by Nazis in October 1942.”

The round-up was on 22 July 1942 (and 
not October). It is the very first day of the 
Gross-Aktion, that is the mass deportation 
to Treblinka extermination camp also called 
“Great Deportation. Adam Czerniakow, the 

leader of the Judenrat, committed suicide 
the next day, the 23rd when he was urged 
to provide 10,000 Jews for 24 July 1942, 
including children of a children’s transport, 
and understood then that they were all to 
be killed and not just “resettled to the East”. 
Immediately after completion of Treblinka 
the Große Umsiedlungsaktion (“Great 
Resettlement Action”) started on 22 July 
1942. (www.deathcamps.org/occupation/
warsaw%20ghetto%20liquidation.html). We 
believe Rebecca perished on the first day of 
this mass extermination action and that Oma 
was killed a few days after.

Chana’s house in Podbrozie
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