
ewish 
of WNY

j jourNalth
e

Don’t Miss:
Jewish Women In 

Business
Special Section

 Page 24-27

A publication of the Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo

Inside:
Nickel 
City 
Jews
p. 8

Buffalo, Israel & the Jewish World                          August 2014 | Av-Elul 5774

Remembering Our BoysSupporting Israel &

p.4-5

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

The Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY 14068

The Award Winning

Presorted STD.
US Postage

PAID
Williamsport, PA

Permit No. 4

The Magic of 
Summer Camp







2   www.jfedbflo.com | August 2014

What’s Inside...
Ed

ito
r’s

 N
ot

e

O
n 

Th
e 

Co
ve

r
D

ep
ar

tm
en

ts

Published by
The Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo

2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068

716-204-2241
www.jfedbflo.com

Publisher/Executive Director/CEO ...................................Michael D. Wise 
President ....................................................................... David H. Desmon
Editor, Marketing and Community Relations Director .. Ellen S. Goldstein

3     Message from the 
Publisher Michael D. Wise 

3      Message from the 
President: David H. Desmon

4    Israel Under Fire Operation 
Protective Edge

5     Remembering Our Boys 
Rabbi’s Column Rabbi Perry 
Netter

6-7    On The Cover: Summer 
Camps

8      Nickel City Jews
9     Monumental Event 

Dinner Chairs
8      Nickel City Jews
10  The BIG Birthday Party
11  5 Things you can do
12  Essen ‘N Fressen: Robin 

Kurss
13   Travel to Morocco with us
14   Hallowed Ground by David 

Conway
      Kol Rina Concert
15  Where in JEWISH 

Buffalo?
16   From the Shlicha Lital Liberty
17    Heartworks & Charlie
18-19    Agencies &  

Synagogues
20-23   Synagogue 

Happenings
24-27   Jewish Women in 

Business
28-39   Agency Events
30  Calendar August/September
42-43    Jews in the News
44   Not the Last Word  

Barbara Mink

ewish 
of WNY

j jourNalth
e

The Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo Is a proud 
member of the Jewish Federations of North America 

and the American Jewish Press Association

Submissions:
Submit editorial stories, photos, and calendar items by the 1st of 
the preceding month of issue to egoldstein@jfedbflo.com.

To Advertise:
To advertise, call Cynthia Oppenheimer at 716-783-9119 x2240. 
Ad space & materials are due by the 10th of each month prior to 
publication.  For a rate card and any additional information, please 
email Cynthia Oppenheimer coppenheimer@jewishjournalwny.
com or Barbara Macks bmacks@buffalospree.com.

To Subscribe:
To subscribe, visit www.jfedbflo.com and click on “JJWNY 
subscription”.  Free for Western New York area residents and 
donors to the UJF Campaign.  Non-resident subscription is $36 
for 12 issues, payable to The Jewish Journal of WNY.

The Jewish Journal of WNY (JJWNY) reserves the right to cancel any 
advertisement at any time. The Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo and Buffalo 
Spree Publishing, Inc. are not liable for the content or errors appearing in the 
advertisements beyond the cost of the space occupied.  The JJWNY does not 
assume responsibility for the kashrut of any product or service advertised in this 
paper. Signed editorials do not represent the view of the newspaper or the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Buffalo, but rather express the view of the writer.  

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing 
Act of 1968, which makes it “illegal to advertise “based on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status, national origin, or an intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or discrimination.”  This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate that is in violation of the law.  Our readers 
are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available 
on an equal opportunity basis.  

Gretchen Gross’s beautiful photo 
of children at Camp Centerland taken this 
July adorns the cover of this month's issue.  
When we began planning the August issue, 
the situation is Israel was “normal,” four 
boys had not been kidnapped and murdered, 
and the world seemed to be easing into 
summer.  With the kidnapping of the three 
Israeli boys in mid-June, their murder and 
the subsequent murder of the Arab boy in 
early July, our world began to spin a little 
faster, on its way again to chaos.  

The children on the cover are a contrast 
to children living in Israel as we go to press 
(mid-July).  We have tried to give you a 
little bit of the disturbance and destruction 
that’s taking place today in Israel and Gaza, 
and sharing comments about what is now 
not a “normal” childhood summer in Israel 
on pages 4 and 5.  And we are also raising 
funds to send to Jewish Federations of North 
America, which forwarded $10 million for 
the safety and security of the people in Israel, 
including its children and elderly.  

Camping means so much for the Jewish 
community.  It is often at camp that children 
begin to receive their first taste of Jewish 
communal life and share a sense of Jewish 
peoplehood.  That is why the Jewish camps 
in Buffalo, Camp Centerland, PALS at 
Temple Beth Zion, Gan Israel at Chabad 
and Chai Camp at the Jewish Discovery 
Center are so important for our community.  

This month, I am counting my blessings 
that the Jewish children in Buffalo can enjoy 
peaceful, idyllic summers, and praying that 
peace comes to the lives of the children in 
Israel very soon.  

Ellen Goldstein - Editor
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Camp Centerland campers and their 
counselor explore a path at the new camp on a 
gorgeous summer morning. Photo by Gretchen 
Gross.  
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In mid-July, our community came 
together initially to mourn the three 
boys slaughtered at the hands of Hamas 
terrorists. As time went on, it then 
evolved into a memorial for four young 
boys after the horrendous revenge killing 
of an Arab boy. Finally it evolved into a 
memorial/rally for the State of Israel, as 
hundreds of rockets from Gaza rained 
down on the southern half of the country. 

 It was an evening that had a somber 
tone as we mourned the senseless loss 
of lives taken far too soon. For 18 days, 

Eyal, Naftali, and Gilad became our boys-- our children-- hoping that our prayers would 
protect them and keep them safe. That, sadly, was not to be, as they were murdered 
by the Hamas terrorists soon after their abduction.  As hideous as their murder was, 
an equally horrific murder was carried out by ultra nationalist Jews who abducted a 16 
year old Arab boy named Mohammed after the three Jewish boys’ bodies were found. 
He was beaten and burned alive by these thugs. As a Jew, it pains me no end to both 
bury our own young, but to also witness our own people becoming as evil as those who 
want to destroy us.  

After mourning the four young men, the program turned to prayers for the 
protection of the Israel Defense Forces and the State of Israel.  The stories of friends 
running for bomb shelters are heartbreaking. The world is at a tipping point right now. 
The Mideast is in a total state of disarray- Syria in a civil war, Iraq is being taken over by 
ISIS, Jordan is being threatened by having to care for a million refugees from Syria and 
attacked by ISIS. And in Egypt, the elected government is taken over by the military 
(probably a good thing) and finally,  Israel is again under attack by terrorists of Hamas, 
who are dedicated to the destruction of the Jewish State.  

During these times, we as American Jews can sit back and watch, or we can act. We 
can call on our government to support Israel loudly for its right to self-defense, as well 
as provide support for those who are most vulnerable in Israel.  It is a crisis and now 
more than ever, Israel needs our support to care for those in need. Our community UJF 
dollars go to support care for the elderly, new olim (immigrants to Israel), and those on 
the low end of the economic scale. During a crisis like this, it is the most vulnerable 
who suffer the most. 

At the July program, we mourned, Today we pray for the safety of our brothers 
and sisters in Israel. May the terrorists be removed from this earth and the innocent 
protected on both sides. We must not become embittered and have hate in our heart. 
We must maintain hope, Hatikvah, that peace will come to Israel, and that we can live 
with our neighbors in a world without hate. 

Publisher’s Column President's Column
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Michael D. Wise David Desmon
A few weeks ago, we gathered as a 

community to mourn the loss of the 
three Israeli Yeshiva students kidnapped 
and murdered by Hamas terrorists, 
which evolved into a memorial for four 
young boys after the revenge killing of 
an Arab boy. More than 300 people 
attended the event as we heard Rabbi 
Heschel Greenberg tell us we are united 
as one people in our expression of loss, in 
expressing moral outrage and united in 
our desire for peace.  Rabbi Perry Netter 
was very emotional in talking about his 
family who was in Israel at the time, and 

about his new grandchild, who is living there. Thanks to all the Rabbis and community 
leaders for coming together for this moving event. 

Meanwhile, back in Buffalo the new Camp Centerland is going full steam ahead, 
and is being highlighted in this issue of the JJWNY.   There is great enthusiasm about 
this second year at the camp in Getzville.  If you have not had a chance to see the new 
campgrounds, please stop by and take a tour. It is an example of what this community 
can do when we all work together.

Next spring, Janet and I are leading a Mission to Jewish Morocco from March 
22- 29, 2015. The mission is an intensive tour of some of the most interesting sites of 
Morocco, both Jewish and of general interest.  Morocco has a rich history of Jewish 
life and we will have the opportunity to celebrate Shabbat with members of the Jewish 
community, as well as seeing the synagogues of Morocco.  We will be in Casablanca, 
Fez, Rabat, and Marrakech. Among the highlights are the Museum of the Jews of 
Morocco, the Mosque of Hassan II, Fez Jewish Cemetery, the old walled city and the 
Kasbah, and many other interesting places.  We will have an Israeli educator and our 
own local guides. We will be staying in 5 star hotels and will be traveling in luxury 
tour buses so please join us. A minimum gift of $5000 per couple to the 2015 Jewish 
Federation Annual Campaign is required.  We are having an informational meeting at 
the Benderson building on Wednesday August 13th at 7:30 to give more details.

Speaking of Campaign, please be sure to sign up for the UJF Campaign Kickoff 
dinner on September 29th. We will have a wonderful speaker in Robert Edsel, author 
of Monuments Men, Saving Italy and Rescuing da Vinci.  We will have a free showing of 
the movie “Monuments Men” on Tuesday, September 16th at the Amherst Theater for 
those attending the dinner ( see page 9).

Thank you for all your support. Please join me in praying for the safety of all of our 
family and friends in Israel. 

Thank you for your generous support to 
the Jewish Federation and the 2014 United 

Jewish Fund Campaign. 

We will publish the Honor Roll thanking all donors to the 2014 campaign again this year at our Community Kickoff Dinner 
and in the Jewish Journal of WNY. Your name will appears exactly as it did last year unless otherwise requested.  Should you wish 
to make any changes, please contact our Campaign Director, Randi Morkisz at rmorkisz@jfedbflo.com or 204-2245. Your gift 
helps so many here in Buffalo, in Israel and throughout the world!  Thank you!
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Community

HOW WE ARE HELPING
The Jewish Federations of North America(JFNA) has announced a new Operation 

Protective Edge/Stop the Sirens Fund so that we may be able to stand shoulder to 
shoulder with the people of Israel at this critical time. JFNA’s Executive Board yesterday 
voted for Jewish Federations to commit up to $10 million to the Operation Protective 
Edge/Stop the Sirens Fund for the immediate needs of the people of Israel, especially 
in the South.

The Israel Terror Relief Fund will support The Jewish Agency in providing a range 
of programs and services, including respite for the thousands of grade-school students 
who live in affected areas, as well as psychological interventions for parents and 
children from Israel’s southern region. 

The Jewish Agency’s Fund for the Victims of Terror will provide such necessities 
as medical equipment, treatment and other help that is not provided by the state; 
emergency cash grants; basic furnishings, repair and home equipment; and other 
services to help restore and rebuild lives.

The Stop the Sirens Fund will enable JDC to distribute food and emergency kits to 
the elderly and disabled, implement emergency caseworkers to provide emotional and 

physical support and provide immediate 
and special care to the most severely 
disabled or frail elderly in their homes. 
JDC will also offer children post-trauma 
interventions and volunteer-led activities 
in shelters.

From Jamie Goodwin-Schwed
For the second time yesterday, on June 

10th, 2014, I had to scoop up my baby 
from her play area and run to shelter 
with my husband and our dog as the 
code red missile alert began to wail across 
Jerusalem indicating we had 90 seconds 
to get to a safe room. Soon after the 
90 seconds concluded, we heard several 
loud explosions. What upsets me the 
most in this conflict with the terrorist 
organization, Hamas, is the fact that 
they are purposely congregating innocent 
women and children at their precise 
rocket launching locations in order to 
carry out their rocket attacks against 
Israel successfully hoping that the Israeli 
air force won’t hit their rocket launching 
sites if there’s a 2 year old child standing 
next to them. It’s the biggest war crime 
in the books, trying to purposely target 
innocent civilians on both sides of the 
border. I am praying for all my fellow 
Jews as well as the innocent civilians in 
the Gaza strip to stay strong and safe 
during this unsettling time.”

Jamie Goodwin-Schwed is the daughter 
of Steve and Kathy Goodwin.  She lives 
in Jerusalem and sent this message via 
Facebook in July. 

In Israel

WHAT WE ARE 
DOING

Through our partners, the American 
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee 
and The Jewish Agency, we are moving 
children and families to areas removed 
from the zone of threat. These include 
people who are new immigrants and 
those who are unable to properly take 
shelter when missile attacks occur.

Our national Jewish Federation system 
has advanced $10 million dollars as of 
today to assist our Israeli partners in these 
efforts. If the attacks continue to escalate, 
then even more funds will be needed.

GET READY to Grow
GET SET to Learn
GO to PALS!
  Creative and Developmentally 

 Appropriate Learning
   Kindergarten Readiness 
Curriculum

  Nurturing and Enthusiastic 
Teachers

 Jewish Enrichment
  Unique and BRAND NEW 
Jewish Outdoor Classroom 

For
Additional
Info:
pals@tbz.org

700 Sweet Home Rd.
Amherst, NY 14226
Melissa Milch-Klein
PALS Assistant Director

716-836-6565 x112

The following is from an e-mail 
from Jewish Federation’s First 
Vice President Howard Rosenhoch 
who was in Israel at the time the 
incursion started. 

"Still south at kibbutz Dorot. Today 
has been relatively calm. Have heard 
some “booms”. But nothing fell here. 
Late this morning the Kibbutz siren 
sounded, the signal to take shelter. That 
was a bit disconcerting, but nothing 
came of it. The missile fell harmlessly. 
One thing about the situation, you 
certainly get addicted quickly to the 
news reports.  Spent the afternoon at 
the swimming pool. Fascinating talking 
to folks who live here.  Very resigned 
to the situation but with little hope of 
significant change in the long run.

In November 2012, when bombs 
rained down on Israel, Mike Wise 
wrote the following words.  They 
still apply:

I ask you all to think for a moment what 
our reactions would be if missiles were 
launched on a daily basis from Fort Erie 
to our urban areas? What would we expect 
and how would we respond? Of course, 
it is rhetorical as we would all expect our 
government to act decisively in our defense 
to eliminate the threat.  But as we have seen 
in the last 48 hours, the attacks in Israel are 
no longer just limited to the area directly 
adjacent to Gaza.  Now, through Iran’s 
supply of Fajr 5 missiles, areas as far away 
as Tel Aviv and Rishon Le Zion  and NOW 
Jerusalem are under attack.

HOW YOU CAN 
HELP

Please participate in the Stop the 
Sirens Fund of the Jewish Federations 

of North America along with 
our partners in the Reform and 

Conservative religious movements, 
and support this campaign to help 
our Israeli family during these most 
difficult times. This is in addition to 

your Annual UJF Campaign gift. 
You can contribute by calling 
our office at 716-204-2241or 

going online to www.jfedbflo.
com. All dollars will go directly 
to help those in need with no 

charge for overhead expenses. 
Or you can send a check 

payable to the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Buffalo 
in any amount to our office: 

Jewish Federation of Greater 
Buffalo/Stop the Sirens
2640 North Forest Road

Getzville, NY 14068

From the Shlicha on page 17
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In Israel

Clergy’s Column | RABBI PERRY NETTER
Editor’s Note: Rabbi Netter was in Israel at the time of the murder of the three boys.  This is 

his poignant and heartfelt message.  
July begins in Israel in the midst of a national trauma.  The discovery 

last night of the bodies of the three teenagers has plummeted the Jewish 
people deep into the depths of unspeakable grief. The pain is palpable. 
The whole country will be at the funerals today, literally and symbolically. 
Like previous captives, these boys became everyone’s children. We prayed 
that our children would come home safely; we grieve that our children 
were murdered.  An entire country will be sitting shiva.  Religious/secular; 
right/left; ashkenazi/sephardi; rich/poor; all distinctions disappear as we 
collectively try to make sense of that which make no sense. 

The trauma of these murders has exposed the full range of human emotion in the Jewish 
world. The kidnapping of the boys – as long as they remained alive – was, in a perverse 
sense, rational. There are Hamas operatives sitting in Israeli jails (for very good reasons, I 

hasten to add). The boys should have been bargaining chips in a trade of “enemy combatants:” our three adolescent yeshiva students for 
their hundreds of incarcerated murderers and attempted murderers.  Such is the deranged human calculus in the Hamas equation. But 
we now know that the boys were killed early in the kidnapping.  What benefit did Hamas derive from murdering the boys? This is a 
grotesque example of the hatred that propels Hamas. They killed for the sake of killing, for the false bravado of being a killer of the 
“enemy,” for feeling powerful in the face of impotence. For Hamas, a negotiated settlement is a failure. The only possible outcome must 
be the elimination of Jews from every inch of Islamic sacred ground.  Israelis have no illusions about the goals of Hamas, and we know 
that once they “finish” ridding all of Palestine of Jews they will turn to the Christians. Someone should clue the Pope. 

This cold-blooded murder has inspired rage in Israel, as one can understand.  Anger is often a reaction to grief, as we learned from 
Elizabeth Kubler Ross, but in this particular instance, it also comes from the familiarity of this crippling pain. We have been here before. 
In fact, one of the two murderer’s entire family is a part of the worst of the worst of Hamas murderers. They have been known to the 
Israeli security establishment for years.  Now, some are wondering why this family, whose behavior is beyond the pale of civilization, 
are allowed to live. They kill our children; we should kill their entire family in return. Others want the complete elimination of Hamas, 
meaning a major military campaign to enter Gaza and the West Bank and kill everyone we know to be aligned with Hamas. Why worry 
about international approbation, when we are universally blamed for the collapse of the peace talks for building apartments in Gilo, a 
Jewish neighborhood in Jerusalem?  Others call for the return of targeted assassinations. Hamas must pay an awful price for this outrage. 
It is difficult to give flight to the better angels of our nature when the forces aligned against us are demonic.

 The cabinet has correctly and wisely decided not to decide on an immediate plan of action to respond.  Now is not the time for revenge. 
Now is the time to bury our children, to grieve and to cry and to comfort each other the best we know how. We need to let the magic of 
shiva take its course. There is plenty of time to deal with Hamas later.  One thing is certain: they will be dealt with.  In the meantime, we 
need to take care of ourselves.  May God comfort the house of Israel, and may the memory of these boys be a blessing.

Rabbi Perry Netter is rabbi of Temple Beth Zedek in Amherst, NY.  He has just become the new president of the Buffalo Board of Rabbis.   

The Third 
Mother

By Natan Alterman, an Israeli poet 
(1910-1970) and winner of the Israel 
Prize for literature, the Bialik Prize for 
Literature, and the Ruppin Prize.   
 
Singing mothers, singing mothers. 
A thunder’s fist is pouring, a strong 
silence 
In the empty squares marching in rows 
Red bearded street lights. 
  
A dire autumn, a weary inconsolable 
autumn, 
And rain with no end or beginning 
And no candle in the window and no 
light in the world 
Three mothers are singing 
  
Says the first, I have just seen him 
I shall kiss his every little finger and nail 
A ship is passing in the silent sea 
And my son is hanged from the topmast 
sail 
  
Says the second, my son is tall and silent 
And for him a holiday gown I am sewing 
He walks in the fields, he is coming back 
He bears in his heart a lead bullet. 
  
And the third mother, her eyes wander, 
No one was as precious to me as him 
How can I shed tears for him and I don’t 
see 
I don’t know where he is. 
   
Then the tears bath her lashes 
And maybe not rested, and maybe 
He measures with kisses, as a devoted 
monk, 
Your worldly path, my God 

Remembering Our Boys 
Summer 2014

David Desmon lights a candle in memory of 
Mohammed Abu Khdeir

Ellen Weiss lights a candle in memory of Gilad 
Shaar

Antoinette and Kenneth Dauber light a candle in 
memory of their relative, Naftali Fraenkel

Pieter Weinreib lights a candle in memory of Eyal 
Yifrach

Community
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Havin’ a Great Summer at 
Camp! CAMP CENTERLAND

By Lauren Klenosky, Director

Camp Centerland at the newly dedicated Irving M. Shuman Campgrounds 
is having an incredible second summer in Getzville. The expanded use of 
all 19 acres of the campgrounds this summer affords campers the 
opportunity to discover the wonders of the outdoors in the wooded trails, 
creeks, and boardwalks in the trees as well as play in the expansive fields, 
courts, archery range, and baseball diamond.  

Campers continue to have daily instructional swim but are now placed in swim groups 
based on skill level rather than age. The return of a second afternoon recreational swim 
period and an afternoon of “free choice” for our Senior Campers are among new offerings.  
Our older campers get to choose how to spend their time at favorite activities instead 
of being scheduled.  Our Adventure Challenge course has been expanded to allow for a 
medium height high ropes course that is open to our 5th & 6th grade Atid campers.  Our 
new 5 element low ropes course among the trees offers campers of all ages different ways 
to work together as a team.

 The ruach (spirit) is higher than ever with a staff of the most highly educated, 
experienced, and mature counselor group we have ever hired.  Our specialists are 
incorporating our “Challenge Yourself to…” summer theme into lessons in all areas 
such as archery, sport, Tarbut (Israeli Culture), shirah (music), teva (nature study), 
madah (science, arguably the most popular NEW specialty offered this summer), drama, 
swimming and more. 

We have welcomed three Israelis to our camp community this summer: Lital, who has 
been a community Shlicha (ambassador) in Buffalo all year and instructing our Israeli 
Culture activity, Dashi Jusid, our wonderfully talented and excited Music Specialist, and 
Shavit Vered Baruch who has joined us at camp this summer as a general counselor.  It 
is our hope that having campers meet these wonderful ladies will bring to life the reality 
of the conflict in the Middle East.  Understanding and learning comes from personal 
experience so we are so thrilled to have them in our community this summer.

 Centerland will have over 400 campers with an average of 190 in attendance per 
week.  We are so appreciative of the families who are entrusting us with their children this 
summer and hope that we are able to offer the experience of a lifetime.  We are so happy 
to have so many returning campers from last summer and pleased to see so many familiar 
faces from summer 2012 in Elma also returning.  Our old and new friends are quickly 
blending together to build a close knit camp community.

 Our Specialty Camp offerings proved to be very popular and we look forward to 
offering a new diverse array of offerings next summer.  If you have a suggestion or are 
interested in possibly running a camp in partnership with Camp Centerland please be in 
touch with the Camp Director, Lauren Klenosky, at 204-2078 orlklenosky@jccbuffalo.org.

 If you would like to stay in touch and see what the rest of the summer has in store for the 
campers and staff, please follow us on twitter @campcenterland, Facebook www.facebook.
com/campcenterland, Shutterfly, or visit our website at www.campcenterland.org.
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Community Summer Camps

HUNT Real Estate ERA 
congratulates Bonnie on her 

remarkable, 
BEST YEAR ever for 2013!!! 

µ  Bonnie lead the way for selling over 32 
million and 105 closed homes... No one 
else can compare to her determination, 
dedication and quality service to all her 
clients!

 

µ  Bonnie would personally like to thank her 
assistant, Sheryl Martin, always by her 
side. Bonnie and Sheryl have been together 
for 15 years. Not only does Sheryl assist 
Bonnie in every way, but she brightens her 
day with her remarkable knowledge of the 
business.

 

µ  Bonnie would also like to thank Bari 
Spokane and Beth Joseph for being her 
outstanding Buyer’s Agents and for helping 
to take her business to another level.

BONNIE CLEMENT

#1 Associate 
Real 

Estate Broker for 
all HUNT Real 
Estate ERA,* which 
includes 1,100 sales 
associates and 38 
offices nationwide 
from Buffalo to 
Albany and the 
State of Arizona

*  All of HUNT Real Estate ERA Gross Closed 
Commission and #1 total Units Buffalo / Niagara 
Region 2013.

Beth Joseph, Bari Spokane, Bonnie Clement, Sheryl Martin

716.553.8384 • bsclement@aol.com

Community

A day camp for boys ages 3-8 and girls ages 3-12 through August 15 from 9:00 am to 
3:00 pm, this program is sponsored by Chabad House.  

Gan Israel Day Camp

Chai Early Childhood 
Camp

This camp is designed for boys and girls ages 6 weeks to 3 years old and runs through 
August 15.  It is sponsored by the Jewish Discovery Center.

PALS CAMP AT 
TEMPLE BETH 
ZION
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It’s no secret that the past 
few decades have presented 
challenges to our Jewish 
community. We all have friends 
who left for college and never 
came back after graduation, 

finding careers and lives in other 
cities.  And we all have friends 
or family who want to return to 
Buffalo if only they could find 
the right job or opportunity. 
This trend has not only greatly 
impacted our friendships and 
stressed our families, but it has 
also unintentionally caused 
our community to struggle in 
appealing to younger members.  In 
conjunction with staff from a 
variety of Jewish communal 
agencies including the Jewish 
Federation, Bureau of Jewish 
Education, Jewish Family Service, 
Jewish Community Center, 
Hillel and PJ Library, as well as 
volunteers from all over Buffalo, 
Nickel City Jews (NCJ) strives to be 
a collaborative endeavor focused 
on creating cohesion and support 
through program offerings for 
young Jewish adults in an effort 

to attract, retain and enrich their 
lives in Buffalo.

NCJ programs will be geared toward 
individuals in their 20s, 30s, and early 
40s.  By taking advantage of Federation’s 
existing presence within three important 
pillars of our young Jewish community – 
Grads, Young Professionals, and Families 
with Young Children – we can develop 
an increasingly inclusive and fluid 
network of engaged and involved young 
community members.

In partnership with Hillel of Buffalo, 
we will develop programming for recent 
college graduates and young people 
enrolled in a graduate or professional 
program in Greater Buffalo.  The 
Bureau of Jewish Education will aid in 
engaging Buffalo’s Young Professionals 
(adults aged 21 to 40) through social, 
educational, and religious events.  In 
collaboration with the PJ Library, we 
will work to create programming for 
Young Families with children from birth 

to 8 years old.  By welcoming members 
in all stages of adulthood, NCJ will 
strive to create a culture of engagement: 
engaged young members committed to a 
community that is in turn engaged with 
and committed to them.

One of us is a recently returned Buffalo 
native, and the other is a recent transplant 
to the area. We are both honored to have 
been asked to chair Nickel City Jews 
through its introductory years. With our 
two distinctive perspectives, we hope 
to be representative of many young 
professionals in our community in a way 
that will provide solid guidance to NCJ.

For more information about NCJ, 
please check us out online at www.
jfedbflo.com, like us on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram or reach out to 
any of our partner agencies. We look 
forward to hearing from you! 

Nickel City Jews | By Michael Komm & Amanda Miller-Burg

Meet the Nickel City Jews Staff Team
Miriam Abramovich: General Inquiries, Social Action Programming
Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo
mabramovich@jfedbflo.com  - 716-204-2247

Jill Komm: Programming for Young Professionals
Bureau of Jewish Education
jill@bjebuffalo.org - 716-204-5380

Laura Hemlock: Programming for recent college Grads and Grad Students
Hillel of Greater Buffalo
shalom@hillelofbuffalo.org - 716-645-8787

Juliet Glaser: Programming for Families with Young Children
PJ Library
pjlibrary@bjebuffalo.org

NCJ August 
Events!
Shakespeare in the Park Meet Up
Thursday, Aug. 7; meet at 6:30 pm

The Comedy of Errors will be playing at 
Delaware Park!  We’ll be on the lawn to 
the right side of the stage near the front 
speaker (look for Alan Rosenhoch and the 
Nickel City Jews signage).  Bring a blanket 
to sit on and whatever nosh and drinks 
you’d like (alcohol is allowed).

Trivia Night at Coles
Wednesday, Aug. 13th, 7:30pm

Put your knowledge to the test by being 
a part of the Nickel City Jews Trivia Team! 
Look for Laura Hemlock in a Nickel City 
Jews t-shirt.

City Garden Shabbat
Friday, Aug. 22; 6:30pm

Private home off Elmwood Ave
Enjoy Shabbat in one of the best back-

yard gardens in Elmwood Village (hosted 
by Ellen Goldstein and Mitch Flynn!) 
Shabbat Dinner will be dairy pot-luck. 
Please RSVP for more information. 

FREE; RSVP to Jill Komm at jill@
bjebuffalo.org   

Amanda and Michael
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Monumental Event to 
feature “Monuments Man” 
Robert Edsel at 2015 UJF 
Dinner September 29

The Monumental Event in the Buffalo Jewish Community is finally revealed! The UJF 
Campaign is proud to announce that The Monuments Men author, Robert Edsel, will speak 
at the 2015 UJF Campaign Community Kick-Off Dinner Monday evening, September 
29 at the Hyatt Regency Buffalo. The impact of both Edsel’s book and the subsequent 
film have catapulted the issue of “stolen” art from WWII back into the headlines, and the 
Buffalo Jewish Federation is very pleased to be able to sponsor this event.

The event is open to all those who make a primary individual minimum $100 gift 
to the 2015 UJF Campaign, chaired this year by Steven J. Weiss and Ellen R. Weiss. 

Tickets for the Kick-Off Dinner are $75.  Go to  www.jfedbflo.com  to register 
and pay there or call the Federation at 716-204-2241 to register by credit card on the 
phone.  If you have questions about the dinner, call Campaign Director Randi Morkisz 
at 716-204-2245.   

NYTIMES BEST-SELLING AUTHOR OF

THE MONUMENTS MEN
Robert Edsel

SAVE THE DATE! 9.29.14

2015 UJF Campaign 
Community Kick-Off Dinner

Awners, Shatkins to Chair 
2015 UJF Dinner

The Buffalo Jewish Community’s annual United Jewish Fund Campaign Community 
Kick-Off Dinner will be chaired this year by Maxine & Steven Awner, and Joni  & Sam 
Shatkin. The event will take place Monday, September 29th at 5:30pm at the Buffalo 
Hyatt Regency Hotel and opens the 2015 United Jewish Fund Campaign 

The cost of the dinner is $75 per person before September 8, and $90 after September 
8. A minimum gift of $100 per person to the 2015 UJF Campaign is requested to 
attend. Your attendance at the dinner signifies your willingness to make a minimum gift 
of $100 per person or $200 per couple to the 2015 UJF Campaign.  Dietary laws will 
be observed. Table Captains will again be soliciting community members to sit at their 
tables. If you wish to be a table captain, wish to attend this year or have any questions 
about the event, call Randi Morkisz at 716-204-2245 or e-mail rmorkisz@jfedbflo.com.  

Maxine and Steven Awner Sam and Joni Shatkin

Please join us for
A special showing of

THE MONUMENTS MEN
Starring George Clooney

Tuesday, September 16 - 7:00 pm - Dipson’s Amherst Theatre
FREE WITH YOUR PAID UJF KICK-OFF DINNER RESERVATION

RSVP a must. Call Randi Morkisz for more info 204-2245

Community
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The Birthday Party With So Many Candles | By Dick Hirsch

I attended a birthday party recently. Is that news? Sometimes. I’ve 
eaten my share of ice cream and birthday cake, starting when I was in 
kindergarten at PS 22. But this party was different, memorable because it 
provided further evidence of changing expectations regarding longevity.

The guest of honor was celebrating her one-hundredth birthday. I never anticipated 
being present at such a centennial, and, in addition, my wife’s cousin, Beatrice 
Haniford, the honoree, was frank to admit that she never expected to reach that age.

It was a joyous affair. There were elegant snacks and balloons, as well as plenty of 

photo ops. But that is only half of the story.
Beatrice was not even the oldest person at her own birthday party. 
Census figures have repeatedly proven the percentage of older persons in the United 

States continues to grow steadily. Various surveys have marked Erie County as one of 
the oldest locales in the country. Credit for that resilience can be attributed to changes 
in lifestyle, including exercise and adoption of recommended dietary restrictions, as 
well as more attentive medical care and the development of various new drugs.

The result is that more centenarians are showing up at birthday parties, their own 
and those of friends.

What made this birthday party a story was the presence of friends of Cousin 
Beatrice. They included her sister-in-law, Mildred Gordon Haniford, who is over 105, 
her dear friend, Ruth Kahn Stovroff, who is 102, and her dearest fledgling friend, Amy 
Zeckhauser, who is just 94. They all enjoyed the occasion although none of them was 
ready to try to explain the reasons they had outlasted their spouses and friends.

“None of us expected to live this long,” said Beatrice. “It was never a goal of mine.”
The partygoers were a mix of age groups including children and grandchildren, as 

well as relatives and friends. They all respected the accomplishment of Beatrice and her 
friends living 100 years, however several confided that was not a condition they were 
anxious to emulate.

“Old age is not for sissies,” said one, repeating an assertion often made by older 
persons daunted by the maladies that so often accompany the aging process. Years 
ago Beatrice began chronicling some of the vagaries of aging, writing light poetry and 
publishing a series of humorous booklets designed to entertain readers of all ages. Her 
writing found an appreciative audience among that age group while also preparing the 
middle-aged to face the tribulations of the future.

The four women sat together in the living room, reminiscing and enjoying their 
status, which included being served tiny sandwiches, cookies, cupcakes and lemonade 
by a retinue of eager volunteers. They also willingly posed for group photos. There were 
only a few cameras, but there were many cell phones focused on them. Some guests 
waited their turn until they could be photographed alone with Beatrice.

All four were widowed years earlier; Mildred and Ruth each outlived two husbands, 
while Amy and Beatrice made do with one. Every marriage eventually has a sole 
survivor and the odds have always favored the women.

In that regard, Beatrice had an experience worth recounting. In her early 90s she 
began seeing Alexander Feldman, an old beau from her high school days. They each 
married others and raised families, but the years never diminished their special feelings 
for each other. Now single, they began dating. There is no better term. They went 
to dinner and to movies and concerts. Alexander also celebrated his one-hundredth 
birthday but died a few months thereafter. Parting was painful for the two of them but 
life went on for Beatrice Haniford.

Dick Hirsch writes the weekly BfloTales column in Business First where this article 
originally appeared. It is reprinted with permission.

Small Law Firm
1904 Liberty Building
Buffalo, NY 14202

Left to right: Mildred Gordon Haniford, Ruth Kahn Stovroff, and Beatrice Haniford
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Things You Can Do

Help stop the sirens and Support the children of Israel today.  
Make a donation to the Jewish Federations of North America at www.
jfedbflo.com  in any amount to help the people living with trauma because 
of the bombings from Hamas.  

5 Things You Can Do 
IN AUGUST TO REPAIR THE WORLD

Learn about Nickel City Jews. It’s a new group of young Jewish 
professionals ranging in age from 20s to early 40’s.  Call Miriam Abramovich 
at 716-204-2247 or email mabramovich@jfedbflo.com 

1
 Join Ruth and Gregg Lipsitz and their family and sign up 

for the #Lipsitz Strong Esophageal Awareness Walk Sunday, 
September 7 at 4:30 pm. It is a benefit for the Roswell Park Cancer 
Institute.  $25 registration includes tee shirt. Go to http://usevolleyball.com/
US_Elite_Volleyball/LipsitzStrong_Esophageal_Cancer_Walk.html

2
Mark your calendars for the 2nd annual “An Evening with Heart 

Works” fund raising event to take place on September 6, 2014 at 
Temple Beth Zion on 805 Delaware Ave at 7:00 PM.  “Heartworks” 
is a fundraiser to improve and extend the lives of children with heart defects, 
and was inspired by Charlie Levin, son of Merredith and Ken Levin, who 
was born with a serious heart defect called Hypoplastic Left Heart Syndrome 
(HLHS).  Tickets for the event are $65/person or $120/couple.  Tables are 
available at $750. For more information about the event please contact us at 
info@heartworks.org or call Merredith and Ken Levin at 716-689-4499.

3

“Dash For Diversity” on Sunday morning , September 7 
beginning at 8:30, and sponsored by National Federation for 
Just Communities. It takes place at the Delaware Park Ring/ Parkside 
Lodge. A relay team of 3 adults is $60, and individual adult walkers are 
$10. For more information, go to http://www.nfjcwny.org/walk.html  or 
call 716-853-9596. 

4
5

Community

Family Affair at the Erie 
County Fair | By Karen Wiseman

I am so proud to have won a prize at the Erie County Fair last year for 
my challah cover.  For the Wiseman Family, prize winning ribbons at the 
fair have become a family affair!  My sister-in-law, Ruth Wiseman Spivack 
won a 3rd place ribbon for her homemade jam entry,  and my father-in-
law’s significant other, Mrs. Cookie (Lois) Klein won a first place blue 
ribbon for her very stunning toling craft portrait.

The photo features Mrs. Cookie (Lois) Klein the significant other of Benny Wiseman, 
and her toling artwork.  She won a blue ribbon in the Paper Arts category.  Ruth Wiseman 
Spivack won 3rd place and Honorable Mention for her trio of jam and her portraits of 
her grandmother and grandmother’s strudel in the Canning category.  I won the Tri-color 
ribbon for my knitted challah cover in the Knitting and Crocheting category. 

RIGHT: Cookie Klein, Ruth Wiseman Spivack and 
Karen Wiseman with their prizes from the Erie 
County Fair.   

Mitzvot @ 
Ride For 
Roswell
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Essen N' Fressen
Sponsored by Reuben’s NY Deli — www.reubensnydeli.com

Community

Easy Summer Meal-
Makers For Busy Women

By Robin Kurss
Working Women are a wonderful focus in this month’s Jewish Journal.  Truth be 

told, when a busy workday is done, it’s always a mad dash to get dinner on the table.   
I’ve found that if you have a few good sauce and dressing recipes, you can mix and 
match them with veggies, proteins and pastas to make a meal fast, easy and a little more 
special.  Here are a few of my favorites.  They are great on just about anything.  And to 
top off your meal, a great and easy chocolate fudge sauce that can be used as chocolate 
fondue, ice cream topping, or just off a spoon when you need a quick sweet fix!

Raspberry Vinaigrette- great on salad and fruit
½ c canola oil
½ c raspberries
3 T raspberry jam
1 T sugar
1 T Dijon mustard
Salt and pepper to taste

Whisk or blend with an immersion 
blender until thick.  

Peanut Sauce- great on chicken or pasta
¾ canned light coconut milk
½ c peanut butter
¼ c lime juice
2 T brown sugar
2 cloves garlic, chopped
¼ c cilantro leaves
1 jalapeno, optional 
Salt and pepper to taste

Blend in food processor or blender
 
Chimichurri-great on pasta, fish, chicken, beef and veggies
1 c flat leaf parsley
4 cloves garlic
1 shallot
¾ c olive oil
¼ c sherry or red wine vinegar
3 T lemon juice
Pinch chili pepper flakes
Salt and pepper to taste

Blend or process in food processor till smooth

Hot Fudge
½ c heavy cream
12 oz chocolate, whatever semi sweet or dark chips you like
2 T corn syrup – optional
2 T of your favorite liquor-optional

Microwave until chocolate is melted, stir till smooth
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Come on a Mission to 
Morocco with Jewish 
Federation
MARCH 22-29, 2015

Trip Includes:
•  7 days of touring in luxury A/C bus 

with English-speaking guide
•  1 night in Casablanca, 2 nights in 

Fez, 1 night in Rabat, 2 nights in 
Marrakech

• Cost of  trip:   $3,500 – land 
portion ($850 single 
supplement)  
$1,200- $1,500 
airfare estimate  
(All tips included in fee)

•  Minimum gift of $2,500 per person or $5,000 per couple to the 2015 UJF 
Campaign

•  Visit to the Museum of the Jews of Morocco, Jewish Home of the Aged, Old Jewish 
Synagogue in Menkes

• Fez Jewish Cemetery
• Guided visit through the Melleh ( Jewish Quarter) of Fez
• Old walled city and Kasbah des Oudayas
• Majorelle Garden
• DJma El Fna Square
• Festive Shabbat dinner with members of the Marrakech Jewish Community
For more information, please contact Mike Wise at 716-204-2240 or 

mike@jfedbflo.com 

Community

Open House
 For those planning on going on the Morocco Trip

WEDNESDAY EvENING, AUGUST 13 
7:30 PM

Community Boardroom, JCC/ Benderson Building
2640 North Forest Road

For more information, contact Mike Wise at 204-2240 or mike@jfedbflo.com

Wheel Chair Van Service

Get Your
Life Back
Tim Stevenson 
716-948-7829

HelpForSeniorsWNY.com

Do You Want 
to be treated 
like royalty?
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Hallowed Ground: TWO FAITHS EMBRACE By David Conway
Reprinted with permission from the Sarasota Observer. This story originally ran in the April 10 edition of the Sarasota Observer in Sarasota, Fla.

When Anne Virag arrived in Rome, one day before a scheduled meeting 
with Pope Francis, she didn’t feel nervous about the monumental occasion.  

As the meeting grew closer, Virag—part of the American Jewish Committee’s 50-person 
delegation to the Vatican this February-did not have any time to let those nerves build 
as she was whisked from event to event, traveling through private entrances to see sights 
such as the Sistine Chapel.  

It wasn’t until the moment came when Virag shook hands with the pope—“I’d put 
a lot of exclamation marks after that,” she said—that the weight of the moment finally 
overwhelmed her.   She had a statement she was prepared to share with the religious 
leader, but she was unable to get much out after “Your Holiness.”

“I didn’t say very much because I was too nervous,” Virag said.  “He held my hand with 
a firm grip, almost to stop it from shaking.”

Two months later (in April, when the story was originally published), Virag, the 
Regional President of the AJC, said she frequently thinks about the visit.  First and 
foremost, the trip was an opportunity to build on the inter-religious relationship between 
Catholic and Jewish people.   The meeting came one year before the 50th anniversary of 
Nostra Aetate, a Vatican document that speaks to and encourages a bond between people 
of the two faiths.  

February’s meeting gave AJC the opportunity to reaffirm that bond with a new leader.  
AJC President Stanley Berman told the Pope, “We come to you with a deep feeling that 
you are our friend, and that we are yours.”  In a statement to the delegation, Pope Francis 
applauded the attempts to strengthen the relationship between the religions. 

“I am very grateful to you for the distinguished contribution you have made to dialogue 
and fraternity between Jews and Catholics, and I encourage you to continue on this path,” 
Pope Francis said.  

For Virag, that interfaith bond has a personal connection. She was raised Roman 
Catholic before converting to Judaism more than 30 years ago.  She said she remembers 
a time when the bond between members of the two faiths was not as strong.  When she 
was a girl, the idea of dating a Jewish person was not even an option.  Even today, some 
obstacles still remain.  

“I understand, having been a Catholic and now Jewish, there is a barrier there between 
people,” Virag said.  

Having met with the newest Pope, she has a renewed confidence that those barriers 
are being erased.  She said his focus on helping the poor was an important way to foster 
relationships between people of all backgrounds, and that it was a goal he shared with 
AJC.  If more people adopt that worldview, she said, other problems may begin to fade.  

“We don’t think enough about each other,” Virag said “We’re too quick to think about 
ourselves.  “  

Throughout the trip, Virag and the group received a warm reception from the 
cardinals, archbishops and other leaders they met.   She was struck by the sights in Rome 
and Vatican City—by the sheer scale of St. Peter’s Basilica and the intricate artwork 
adorning all of the rooms they visited.

“It was beyond beautiful,” she said.  “It was peaceful.  It was inspiring.”
Above all, though, the 45-minute conference with Pope Francis was Virag’s lasting 

takeaway from the trip. He took the time to bless the rosaries and other personal items for 
the AJC delegation. He blessed Virag’s Star of David necklace she was wearing at the time; 
when she wears it today, she finds herself reminiscing about the beauty of her experience.  

Those in attendance were awe-struck, Virag said.  As the delegates took a moment to 
meet with the Pope individually, the significance of the occasion moved each of them.  

“I had a tear in my eye, and he looked at me and smiled,” Virag said.  “I think he felt the 
emotion of all of us—each and every one of us had a special emotional feeling with him.” 

Even after the Pope left, a silence filled the room for what Virag felt like an eternity.  
It’s too early for Virag to know just how the trip will affect her life going forward, 

religious and otherwise.  Still, she can safely say that it was a powerful event that will 
remain with her for a long time.

“I just feel that it was a once-in-a-lifetime gift that I was given, to be able to meet him,” 
she said.  

KOL RINA Concert Aug. 17
“KOL RINA” (Voice of Joy), the official choir of the Jewish Community 

Center, will present “100 Years of Jewish Music” at Temple Beth Tzedek  
(621 Getzville Rd, Amherst) on Sunday, August 17, 2014, at 1PM.  From 
choral arrangements of liturgical favorites to modern Broadway tunes, 
this mixed adult choir will delight the audience with its rich harmonies 
and theatrical flair.  A special “Fiddler on the Roof” medley is planned.

The choir was commissioned almost three years ago by the Jewish Center to 
bring Jewish music to the community in an effort to educate the public and provide 
entertainment. Sebnem Mekinulov, the musical director, is an accomplished Opera 
singer, and voice teacher who has been trained at the Juilliard School of Music in NYC 
and performed at the Istanbul Opera House in Turkey.  She also teaches at Daemon 
College in Amherst.  Performances have also been at various synagogues and nursing 
homes in the area since the choir’s inception. 

Tickets are available at the door for $10, or by calling the choir manager, Adrienne 
Crandall at 875-7061, or emailing at: adrienne.crandall@gmail.com.

Anne Virag meets Pope Francis in Rome
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Remember how 
bagels used to taste?

That’s what you’ll taste 
today at Bagel Jay’s, 
consistently delicious 

deli favorites 
in every bite.

Bagel Jay’s 
does corporate 

catering for 
groups of 
10 to 500!

Pickup & 
Dropoff service 

available

finest dark roasted coffees • fresh-baked bagels • signature tuna fish • and more!

finest mouth-watering n.y. bagels since 1976 • homemade shmears • deli sandwiches • soups • salads

Marshall’s Plaza
2130 Delaware ave, Buffalo

716.874.1800

Dash’s Plaza
100 a Plaza Dr, Williamsville

716.639.1000

GEOrGE’s MOBIl
2206 Millersport hwy, Getzville

716.204.0001 www.bageljays.com  

• Educator for over 24 years

• Director of Kenmore Staff 
Development Center

• Far-West Teacher Center Co-Director

• Author

• Member Partnership for Smarter 
Schools

• Daughter of first generation 
Americans

• Mother of Aaron, Avi and Jake

• Member of Beth Tzedek synagogue

• Town resident

• Public education and fair funding for 
all schools

• Mandates which positively support 
teaching and learning

• Investment in public services

• Fair taxes for all

• Reforms to keep New York
graduates, businesses, and
residents in our state

We are the people and it is 
time that we work together to 
wake up New York by using 
our voice and voting rights 
to gain a stronger foothold 
of representation for the 
working class.
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Where is this found in Western 
New York?  The first 5 people to 
correctly identify the location will 
win a $10 lunch to the JCC’s Tel 
Aviv Café.  E-mail your answers to 
egoldstein@jfedbflo.com.

Where in  
JBFLO ?

Last Month’s Photo
Last month’s photo was the new 

monument in the Golden Garden 
at Temple Beth Zion, 805 Delaware 
Avenue in Buffalo. The winners are 
Joan Alexander and Susan Wojik.  

Rediscover Dining at the 341 Franklin Street
Dinner served 

Tuesday - Saturday
Reservations: 852-4416
www.ruefranklin.com

Community



16   www.jfedbflo.com | August 2014

A mediterrAneAn eAtery
Serving Lunch & dinner

FuLL BAr With dAiLy hAppy hour SpeciALS
outdoor pAtio

cAtering & privAte pArty room AvAiLABLe
vegetAriAn - vegAn - gLuten Free optionS

831-3980
3047 Sheridan Drive (Northtown Plaza) • Amherst NY 14226

Restaurant Hours: Mon - Thurs 11-10 pm,

Fri - Sat 11-11 pm, Sun 11-9 pm

www.thefalafelbar.com
Like us on Facebook    for weekly specials and updates!

* We accept Visa, Mastercard, Discover and American Express

Voted Best
middLe eAStern 

reStAurAnt
since 2004

Jeffrey B. Rockoff, 
M.D., P.C.

Allergy and Clinical 
Immunology

www.rockoffallergy.com

2540 Sheridan Drive
Tonawanda, NY 14150
Phone: (716) 874-8980

Fax: (716) 362-0340

Office Hours by 
Appointment

NEW, STATE-OF-THE-ART EAR NOSE AND THROAT MEDICAL 
PRACTICE IN AMHERST, NEW YORK

New Patients, Adults and Children, Welcome | All Insurances Accepted

P  716.832.8500     F  716.832.8501
4955 NORTH BAILEY AvE. • SuITE 202 • AMHERST, NY 14226-1206

GENERAL ENT • TONSILS/ADENOIDS • EAR TuBES • HEARING • 
SINuS PROBLEMS • vOICE PROBLEMS • THYROID/PARATHYROID

BOARD CERTIFIED OTALARYNGOLOGIST

Like us on Facebook
Facebook.com/PaulRYoungwww.paulyoungmd.com

FROM THE 
SHLICHA:

Lital Liberty on the “situation” 
in Israel

As I write these words, missiles are being 
fired towards my country, my family, my 
friends -- in two words: my home. I find it 
harder than ever to write about the current 
situation. What can be said?

The last few weeks were morale 
breaking--the death of the three Israeli 
teenagers followed by a terrible revenge 
killing of an Arab teen-- and now war?

In my daily work at Camp Centerland 
as the Israeli “Tarbut” specialist 
(Culture), I try to remain relaxed and 
pretend everything is ok, but the truth is 
everything isn’t ok-my country is under 
attack.  I check the news on my phone 
every opportunity I have, and as I walk 
with the two other Israelis in Camp, we 
look at each other in a concerned way that 
only we can understand. How can you 
even try to explain the fear we feel that our 
home is being attacked? 

My breaking point was two days ago, 
while we were having a thunder storm 
during Camp, and the sound of thunder 
was heard all over the area. “I hate thunder 
storms” one of the kids told me. And I was 
thinking to myself, “If only the explosion 
sounds in Israel were just passing thunder 
storms”.

As Buffalonians admire the summer, 
so do Israelis. As much as it sounds weird 
(since we have summer weather almost 
all the time)- summertime’s the children’s 
school break, the time where they go to 
camps, travel outside and just hang out 
with their families. It’s vacation time, 
but THIS SUMMER, it’s being spent in 
shelters and waking up in the middle of 
the night from the sirens, which are going 
off almost every minute. 

It’s also the senior high schooler’s exam 
period.  I’m sure most of you know how 
hard teens work to study for their SAT 
exams anyways.  So think about these poor 
teens that need to study and take the test 
while sirens are blasting almost everywhere 
in the country.  

With all of this being said, almost every 
Israeli you ask will tell you that everything 
will be alright and that life continues. We 
all believe that the missiles won’t break us 
and we will keep being strong as we always 
are and always will be. 

To conclude, I send my love to all of the 
people of Israel and I will keep praying for 
all of Am Yisrael.

714 Maple Road, WilliaMsville | Maple FoRest plaza | 716.636.0546
Monday thru Saturday 10:30aM-7pM

Catering Menu available for Your HoMe or offiCe
Platters for bris and sHiva • events Catering for everY oCCasion
free deliverY for orders over $50 froM 11:00-2:00 witHin 5 Mile radius

J e w i s h  s t y l e  D e l i

viSit www.reubenSnydeli.coM

Buffalo’s 

only 
authentic 

new york city 

deli

Community
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Jewish Federation Cemetery 
Corporation: Remember your parents

Honor the memory of your parents by making a gift in their memory 
to the Jewish Federation Cemetery Corporation.

A gift this season to the Jewish Federation Cemetery Corporation 
is a meaningful way to remember a loved one.  With 7 cemeteries in 
Western New York to care for, the Cemetery Corporation gratefully 
accepts all gifts. Endowment gifts of as little as $100 and up will 
be matched by the Benderson Family Foundation. Your gift is 100% 
deductible.  

Enclosed is my check payable to the Jewish Federation Cemetery Corporation
2640 North Forest Road, Getzville, NY  14068

 
$1000__  $500__  $100__  $75__  $50__ $36__  $___other

Mastercard___ Visa___  AmEx___    Card#_______________  Expires ____

Name __________________________________________________ 
Address ___________________________________________________          
City _____________________________ State_____________ Zip______
Phone ______________________________ email ____________________

Laughter and lament, joy and pain 
succumb to affi rmations of life well journeyed 

 – to loving testaments etched in stone  

PLOTS AVAILABLE
For more information, call 204-2246.

Community

The 2nd Annual “AN EvENING 
WITH HEART WORKS” EvENT

By Evie Weinstein

Mark your calendars for the 2nd 
annual “An Evening with Heart 
Works” fund raising event to take 
place on September 6, 2014 at 
Temple Beth Zion on 805 Delaware 
Ave at 7:00 PM.

“Heartworks”, a fundraiser to improve 
and extend the lives of children with heart 
defects was inspired by Charlie Levin, son 
of Merredith and Ken Levin, who was 

born with a serious heart defect called Hypoplastic Left Heart Syndrome (HLHS).  The 
goal of this year’s fundraiser is to purchase a specialized ECMO life support machine for 
critically ill children suffering from life-threatening heart and lung disease.  ECMO’s life 
support saved Charlie’s life in 2012.  

All are invited to this event on September 6 at TBZ and hope that you will consider 
attending or sponsoring this important event.  One hundred percent of the proceeds 
raised will go towards the purchase of a child–sized ECMO life support machine to 
have on hand for critically ill children at the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit at Golisano 
Children’s Hospital and towards funding ECMO education for physicians and nurses.

Tickets for the event are $65/person or $120/couple.  Tables are available at $750. 
Delicious food and drink will compliment this fun and evening filled with mitzvot.   For 
more information about the event please contact us at info@heartworks.org or call 
Merredith and Ken Levin at 716-689-4499.

Charlie’s Story as told by his parents
Charlie was diagnosed with HLHS by the cardiologists at Buffalo Pediatric Cardiology 

at four months old after failing to thrive and countless visits to doctors.  Charlie was 
suffering from severe congestive heart failure and his condition was life-threatening.  He 
was rushed to Golisano Children’s Hospital in Rochester, New York.  The world-class 
cardio-thoracic surgical team and the experts in the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU) 
saved Charlie’s life.  Surgeons performed a series of three open-heart surgeries over four 
years.  During Charlie’s planned third surgery in September 2012, the surgeon replaced 
a leaky valve with a mechanical one in order to optimize the function of Charlie’s heart.

Late in 2012, Charlie became ill and it became apparent that a blood clot had formed 
on the new mechanical valve. After endless hours of treatment, the amazing teams at 
Golisano Children’s Hospital managed to break up the clot and get the valve working 
again. However, Charlie was suffering from a respiratory virus and remained sedated 
and aided by a ventilator. While recovering, Charlie chewed through his breathing tube 
and his lungs collapsed, sending him into cardiac arrest. The PICU team did everything 
they could to resuscitate Charlie, however, it soon became clear that the only chance to 
save Charlie’s life was to put him on Extracorporeal Membrane Oxygenation (ECMO). 
ECMO is a life support system that oxygenates and circulates the blood, allowing the 
heart and lungs to rest, recover and buy time for other options (e.g., transplant).  The 
hospital did not have an ECMO machine on hand for a child of Charlie’s size, but with 
quick thinking and tremendous skill, the respiratory therapy team dismantled an adult-
sized machine and built an ECMO circuit for Charlie. The surgeons quickly performed 
the procedure and Charlie was placed on ECMO life support.  

Where We Are Now 
It was a long recovery with intense physical, speech and occupational therapy, but we 

are happy to report that after four open-heart surgeries and 3½ weeks on ECMO life 
support, Charlie is blessed with a remarkably normal life.  He is an active six year old who 
attends kindergarten, has learned to read and write, torments his big sister and chases after 
his little brother.  He has even just begun his first season of little league T-ball!

September will mark six years since Charlie’s diagnosis and first surgery. Although he 
will very likely require future surgeries, including a heart transplant at some point in the 
future, it is with great appreciation that we pursue fundraising efforts to help other families 
in the Western New York area have a better chance to see their child flourish as we have.  

Charlie and his teachers
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Jewish 
Community 
Agencies in 
Western New 
York

Bureau of Jewish Education 
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-5380 | FAX 716-688-3572
www.bjebuffalo.org  
Jill Komm - Executive Director
Charlotte Gendler- President

Chabad House of Buffalo 
2450 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068 
TEL 716-688-1642 | FAX 716-688-1643
www.chabadbuffalo.com
Rabbi Moshe Gurary- Director

Chai Early Childhood Center
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY 14221
TEL 716 580-4600
www.chainursery.com
Chani Labkovski -Director

Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies 
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068 
TEL 716-204-1133 | FAX 716-204-1129
www.jewishphilanthropies.org
Peter Fleischmann- Director & CEO
Judith Katz- President

Hadassah
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-688-5260
buffalohaddasah@gmail.com
Nancy Greenberg- Co-president
Phyllis Steinberg- Co-president

Hebrew Benevolent Loan Association
2640 North Forest Road in FJP offices
Getzville, NY 14068
TEL 716-204-0542
Sam Golden- Loan Officer
Barbara Sitrin- President

Hillel of Buffalo Campus Foundation for 
Jewish Life 
520 Lee Entrance/UB Commons 
Suite # 210 
W. Amherst, NY  14228
TEL 716-645-8787 | FAX 716-639-7817
www.hillelofbuffalo.org 
Laura Hemlock- Program Director
Carrie J Rittenhouse - President

Institute of Jewish Thought and Heritage
712 Clemens Hall
University at Buffalo
Buffalo, NY 14260 
TEL 716-645-3695  FAX 716-645-3473
Email: jewish-studies@buffalo.edu
http://www.jewishstudies.buffalo.edu/
Dr. Richard A. Cohen, Director

Holocaust Resource Center 
1050 Maryvale Drive 
Cheektowaga,  NY  14225 
TEL 716-634-9535 | FAX 716-634-9625
www.holocaustcenterbuff.com
Sandy Saada- Executive Director
Eugene Setel- President

Jewish Community Center of Greater 
Buffalo, Inc. 
Benderson Family Building 
2640 North Forest Road 
Getzville, NY  14068 
TEL 716-688-4033 | FAX 716-688-3572 
Richard Zakalik- Executive Director
Gretchen Gross - President
Holland Family Building 
787 Delaware Avenue   
Buffalo, NY  14209
TEL 716-886-3145 | FAX 716-886-1367
www.jccbuffalo.org
 
Jewish Discovery Center
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY 14221
212 Exeter Rd. 
Williamsville, NY 14221 (office)
TEL: 716-639-7600
TEL: 716-632-0467
Rabbi Heschel Greenberg
Rabbi Laizer Labkovski
www.jewishdiscovery.org

Jewish Family Service Of Buffalo And Erie 
County 
70 Barker Street   
Buffalo, NY  14209 
TEL 716-883-1914 | FAX 716-883-7637
www.jfsbuffalo.org 
Marlene Schillinger- Executive Director
Dr. Maude Dull - President

Jewish Federation Apartments 
275 Essjay Road   
Williamsville, NY  14221 
TEL 716-631-8471 | FAX 716-631-8768 
www.jewishfederationapartments.org
Karen Greenspan- President
Kathleen Haggerty- Property Manager

Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo
2640 North Forest Road 
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-2241 | FAX 716-929-0482 
www.jfedbflo.com
Michael D. Wise- Executive Director/ CEO
David H. Desmon- President

Jewish Federation Cemetery 
Corporation, Inc.
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-2246 | FAX 716-929-0482 
www.jfedbflo.com
Deborah Pivarsi- Director
Jerome D. Carrel-  President

Kadimah School of Buffalo
1085 Eggert Road
Amherst, NY  14226
TEL 716-836-6903 | FAX 716-837-7322
www.kadimah.org  
Einav Symons- Head of School
Marc Brown & Jonathan Epstein- 
   Co-Presidents

Ohr Temimim School
411 John James Audubon Parkway 
W. Amherst, NY  14228
TEL 716-568-0226 | FAX 716-636-1899
www.ohrtemimimschool.com
Rabbi Shmuel Shanowitz- Principal
Rabbi Daniel Shuman-  President

Weinberg Campus
2700 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-639-3311 | FAX 716-639-3309
www.weinbergcampus.org  
David Dunkelman- President & CEO
Jonathan Rodwin- Chairman of the Board 
of Directors

Agencies
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Yad B’Yad
A program of the Bureau of Jewish Education 
TEL 716-204-5381 | FAX 716-688-3572
Jill Komm- Director
Cindy Komm - President

Western New York 
Synagogues and Temples

Chabad House of Buffalo (unaffiliated)
2450 North. Forest Rd,
Getzville, NY 14068
TEL 716-688-1642
www.chabadbuffalo.com

Congregation Beth Abraham (Conservative)
1073 Elmwood Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14222
www.congregationbethabraham.net

Congregation B’nai Shalom (Conservative)
1641 North Forest Rd.
Williamsville, NY 14221
Helen Weinstein- President
TEL 716-689-8203
office@bnaishalombuffalo.org
www.bnaishalombuffalo.org

Congregation Hesed Abraham
215 Hall Ave
Jamestown, NY  14701
Rabbi Allen Podet
TEL 716-484-1800

Congregation Shir Shalom  
(Reform/ Reconstructionist)
4660 Sheridan Drive
Williamsville, NY  14221
TEL 716-633-8877
Rabbi Alexander Lazarus-Klein
Cantor Sharon Eve Colbert
Jill Hamilton - President
www.shirshalombuffalo.org

Congregation Havurah
6320 Main St., Williamsville, NY 14221
Bernard Schenkler, President
Annette Pinder, Membership Chair
TEL 716-689-2256
www.congregationhavurah.org
info@congregationhavurah.org

Kehillat Ohr Tzion (Modern Orthodox)
879 Hopkins Rd 
Williamsville, NY 14221
Email: jstrosberg@ohrtzion.org 
Rabbi Joshua Strosberg
Marian Arbesman - President
http://ohrtzion.org/kot

Knesset Center (Orthodox)
500 Starin Avenue
Buffalo, NY  14214
TEL 716-832-5063
Rabbi Shmaryahu Charitonow
www.chabad.org

Jewish Federation Apartments Himmel 
Family Chapel (Unaffiliated)
275 Essjay Road
Williamsville, NY  14221
Pinkhos Blitshteyn- President
Rabbi Daniel Shuman

Saranac Synagogue (Orthodox)
Rabbi Nesanel Cadle 
President - Shmuel Rashkin 
Vice President - Reuven Alt
Gabbai David Kunkel
85 Saranac Avenue
Buffalo New York 14216
TEL 716 876 1284
www. SaranacSynagogue.org

Temple Beth Tzedek (Conservative)
621 Getzville Road
Amherst, NY  14226
Rabbi Perry Netter
Cantor Mark Spindler
Cantor Emeritus Gerald DeBruin
Janet Gunner- President
TEL 716- 838-3232
www.btzbuffalo.org

Temple Beth Zion (Reform)
Sanctuary: 805 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo, NY  14209  
Religious School and Offices:  
700 Sweet Home Road
Amherst, NY 14226
Rabbi Gary Pokras- Sr. Rabbi
Rabbi Adam Scheldt- Asst. Rabbi
Cantor Penny Myers
Kenneth Rogers - President
TEL 716-836-6565
www.tbz.org 

Temple Beth El (Reform)
720 Ashland Avenue
Niagara Falls, NY  14301
Cantorial Soloist Barry Rose
Robert Duell- President
TEL 716-282-2717
www.niagarafallstemple.com

The Family Shul (Unaffiliated)
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY  14221
Rabbi Heschel Greenberg
Rabbi Laizer Labkovski
716-639-7600  

Young Israel of Greater Buffalo (Orthodox)
105 Maple Road
Williamsville, NY  14221
Rabbi Moshe Taub
Richard G. Berger- President
TEL 716-634-0212
www.yibuffalo.org 

Synagogues

Buffalo artist @ Echo Art Fair 
September 6-7

Lauren Braun will be one of the exhibiting artists at this year’s echo Art Fair, 
September 6 - 7 at the Central Library located in downtown Buffalo. Lauren, daughter 
of Susan Braun, graduated from Kenmore West High School and holds a BFA from 
Syracuse University and a MFA from the School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. 
She currently lives and works in Pittsburgh, PA. Visit thelaurenbraun.com to see more 
of Lauren’s artwork. Visit echoartfair.com for information about the echo Art Fair.
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Congregation Shir Shalom
Blue Jean Shabbat And End Of 
Summer BBQ
Friday, August 29. 2014 - 6:00pm

Please join us for Blue Jean Shabbat “Under the Tent” at 6:00pm, followed by an 
End of Summer BBQ sponsored by our Membership Committee.  Wear your favorite 
pair of jeans, or other casual attire, and enjoy services outside.  Be sure to look for 
special blue foods and drinks and listen to Jewish Blues Music!

Please RSVP to the Temple Office at 633-8877.

Members of the Temple Beth Tzedek Confirmation Class: David Yellen, Michael Dubin, Sarah Pawlowski, 
Josiah Sereno & Ethan Milich.

TBT Social Action: Free our 
Girls! By Rachel Anderson, Social Action Chair

Temple Beth Tzedek Social Action committee launched a new program entitled Ezrat 
Nashim (Women’s Court) on Sunday, June 29th. This program was initiated by the 
recent crisis of the abduction of 250 Nigerian schoolgirls, simply because they were being 
educated.  Ezrat Nashim hopes to meet bi-monthly to study sacred text together followed 
by a discussion on the many social injustices both at home and abroad that women still 
endure today.

Representatives from three area synagogues were in attendance: Or Tzion, Shir Shalom, 
and Beth Tzedek.  The program opened with the study of sacred text, specifically the holiday 
of Rosh Chodesh and its significance to women, led by Andrea Strosberg of Or Tzion.

Juliet Glaser, who was responsible for the idea of forming this group, led a segment 
presenting responsible nonprofit organizations and offered tips on the best way to get 
attention from the powers that be to bring about a change. Input was given by the group 
regarding local grass roots organizations that are providing assistance to women. Areas 
where help is lacking were noted.  Suggestions were given for speakers from various local 
organizations who could be invited to present at future meetings. 

Janet Gunner gave an informative presentation on federal legislation that has been 
presented, acted upon or passed over particular legislative bills. She also commented 
on who voted for or against certain bills. The group has agreed to write letters or make 
telephone calls to legislators and were asked to encourage friends to do likewise.

We are planning to hold Ezrat Nashim bi-monthly so please look for upcoming 
information on our next meeting to be held in August, date to be determined. We 
welcome Jewish women from across the Greater Buffalo area to join us in solidarity.

TBT Confirmation Class
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Temple Beth Zion Summer 
Celebration

Monday, August 11
Transit Valley Country Club

Deny Adelman and David Goldberg, Co-Chairs 
Set aside all or part of the day and plan to lunch, wine tour or golf, 
or just come for a delicious dinner and lively auctions. All proceeds 

from this event benefit all educational programming at TBZ. For more 
information, call Julie Feldman at 836-6565.

Don’t miss the premier social event of the summer!

Temple Beth Zion Elul Studies 
2014 | Readying ourselves for the 
High Holy Days

In his book Everyday Holiness, Alan Morinis states, “The starting point for 
understanding Mussar is the verse in the Torah that tells us: ‘You shall be holy’….
In essence, we are here on earth for no other purpose than to grow and blossom 
spiritually.”  

During the month of Elul, we will use Mussar tradition as our guide to prepare 
ourselves for the Days of Awe and follow a path towards holiness.  Our Elul study series 
will take place during Kabbalat Shabbat services.  Come to one or all of the sessions; 
all are open to the community.
September 5, 2014 - 6:00pm at the Broder Center, 700 Sweet Home Road

Rabbi Pokras will present the trait of Humility – Anavah.  Mussar teaches that 
humility is based on a foundation of self-esteem and is defined by how much space 
you occupy, where space can be physical, verbal or emotional.   We must always try to 
recognize our failings and correct them by learning from others.   “No more than my 
space, no less than my place”
September 12, 2014 - 6:00pm at 805 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo

Rabbi Scheldt will present the trait of Generosity – Nedivut.  Mussar tradition 
teaches that practicing generosity opens the heart, and ultimately, lets God in. We 
should accustom ourselves to finding satisfaction in acting kindly towards others.

“The generous heart gives freely”
September 19, 2014 - 6:00pm at 805 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo

Director of Lifelong Learning, Susan Schwartz will present the trait of Alacrity/
Enthusiasm – Zerizut.  Acting with alacrity means moving forward without hesitation 
or barriers.  We must always find something to do and never allow a moment of our 
lives to be wasted.

“If not now, when?”

Outdoor Shabbat Evening Service
Followed by BBQ dinner
Friday August 22 - 6 PM

Temple Beth Zion’s Broder Center, 700 Sweet Home Road
The Service will take place outdoors (weather permitting, of course). 

Reservations are required for the BBQ dinner.  
Call 836-6565 no later than Friday, August 15 to place your dinner 

reservation.

New Rosh Hashanah Service 
To Be Offered At Shir Shalom 

There will be two Rosh Hashanah morning services on Thursday, September 25, 
2014 at Congregation Shir Shalom.  The first one which begins at 9:00am will remain as 
a standard service with a professional choir and organ.  The second service which begins 
at 11:45am will incorporate contemporary participatory music that will not replace, 
but will enhance, the High Holiday experience for our progressive congregation.  The 
music that was chosen by Cantor Sharon Colbert ties to the themes of the sanctity of 
life, the progression of the Jewish Year, and the mysteries of our relationship with G-d. 
You can choose which morning service you would like to attend.  Even both!

Honor the memory of your loved ones 
on the solemn day of Yom Kippur by 
placing their names on the Yartzeit list 
in the September issue, for $18.

Call 
Cindy Oppenheimer     or     Alyssa Anthone 

716-972-2240                    716-972-2257

Synagogues
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Dr. Samuel and Joan Ellis 
Shatkin Outdoor Classroom 
Dedicated

A beautiful, brand new outdoor classroom was dedicated on July 10 at 
Temple Beth Zion’s Broder Center at 700 Sweet Home Road in memory of 
the late Dr. Samuel and Joan Ellis Shatkin. 

In designing the outdoor classroom for the Play And Learn School at Temple Beth Zion, 
the teachings of the Torah were close to heart. The classroom has four individually designed 
outer corners dedicated to Jewish learning: Chalom, Shalom, Tzedakah and Tikkun O’lam.

The Chalom corner is a place to dream or imagine. The Shalom (peace) corner is an area 
for friendly conversations and deep thoughts. The Tzedakah (charity) corner is dedicated 
to helping others. Tikkun Olam is a corner dedicated for “repairing or taking care of the 
world.” The center of our outdoor classroom has a large gazebo where all children and their 
families are welcome to learn, play and discover. 

This one-of-a-kind learning space was made possible through the vision, generosity and 
hard work of Todd, Leslie, Joni and Sam Shatkin. Their commitment to the Play And 
Learn School and Temple Beth Zion has borne a beautiful and peaceful outdoor space for 
learning, giving and dreaming.

To learn more about the four corners of the Shatkin Outdoor Classroom, go to the Play 
And Learn School page at www.tbz.org. For information on the Play And Learn School, 
contact Melissa Milch-Klein at 716-836-6565 or pals@tbz.org.

Synagogues

0214-01334

Our unique Envision® process helps you identify your top 
priority goals and develop a plan designed to help you live your 
life the way you want. It also offers you the flexibility to adjust 
your priorities to account for any of life’s changes, such as:
• Increasing medical costs
• Helping a child or grandchild afford higher education
• Caring for an elderly parent
• And more
To find out how the Envision process can help ensure your 
investment plan keeps pace with your life, please contact me today.

Be prepared for 
whatever life throws 
your way

Envision is a registered service mark of Wells Fargo & Company and used 
under license.

Investment and Insurance Products:   u NOT FDIC Insured   u NO Bank Guarantee   u MAY Lose Value
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Congregation Beth Abraham 
Moves Forward With 
Renovation Project

 Congregation Beth Abraham, one of Buffalo’s historic treasures (dating back to 1922) 
is in the midst of a significant building initiative. We have already made improvements to 
the synagogue’s exterior (front and roof ) and are now moving on to replacing the floor and 
renovating the walls in the basement social hall. Completing these projects further positions 
the congregation in its mission to provide a Center for Jewish religious, social and cultural 
activity in the heart of the Elmwood Village. CBA does not require formal membership or 
dues for people to be engaged in the congregation.  The projects have been made possible 
by donations from both internal sources as well as individuals/institutions within the 
greater Buffalo Jewish community who share in our vision. The congregation also relies on 
volunteers to lead services, maintain the building and coordinate various activities. 

We hope to have the floor in the social hall completed by Erev Rosh Hashanah, 
September 24. All are welcome to attend High Holiday services which will again be led by 
Cantor Irwin Gelman.  Tickets are not required and we especially invite students and the 
unaffiliated.  Participation is encouraged -- please contact the shul if you would like to help 
with a reading or receive an honor.  All inquiries can be made at the CBA website, www.
congregationbethabraham.net.

PALS children in 
the new Shatkin 
playground
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The interest in specialized financial planning 
stems from the need to execute financial 
strategies in a time of turmoil and major life 
transition, like divorce, widowhood, and 
retirement.  Working with Davis Financial in 
Amherst, Adrienne Grace has become 
WNY’s premiere Transitions Planner and 
Financial Analyst, guiding clients through a 
myriad of life’s changes. Her clients range 
from those preparing for a major life 
change to those rebuilding their future. 

Linda Gellman began her business, 
CLiCk, in 1998. “I will always be grateful 
for the wonderful life and close friendships 
created in the Jewish community”. As a 
Milton & Ruth Kahn Young Leadership 
recipient, Linda is indebted for the skills 
she acquired while volunteering with 
the Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo. 
She extends gratitude to the Buffalo 
Jewish community for entrusting her to 
photograph events and family simchas!

The Law Office of Lindy korn PLLC 
is a plaintiff-oriented employee rights 
law practice with an emphasis on 
addressing workplace discrimination.
The abuse of power is the root of illegal 
discrimination, sexual harassment, and 
retaliation.  Lindy works with her clients 
to effectively prevent and remedy 
these workplace issues through 
litigation and mediation.

Barbara Oliver & Company is 
a unique jewelry shop, opened in 
2004, by GIA certified gemologist, 
Barbara Oliver with her creative vision. 
Customers enjoy the intimate and 
relaxed setting of her private showroom 
and a personal shopping experience. 
Her word of mouth reputation, expert 
repairs, restorations, appraisals, beautiful 
designs, top quality gems and diamonds 
at fair market prices cannot be surpassed.

karen Davis Farage, President and 
co-owner of Pole Position Raceway, has 
over 25 years of experience building 
innovative businesses.  She and husband 
and business partner, Eyal Farage, licensed 
the right to bring Pole Position Raceway 
to Buffalo in 2013.  As second careers 
for both Karen and Eyal, it was important 
to build the company with core values, 
including a “give back” charter that 
they created called CAReS, (Cancer, 
Alzheimer’s Recover and those in need).

karla Wiseman’s intricate papercuts 
and Ketubot celebrate Jewish culture 
and tradition. Age old symbols are 
brought to life by the artist’s use of color, 
depth and delicate details. Papercuts 
are commissioned exclusively for each 
customer to commemorate bar or bat 
mitzvah, weddings, anniversaries or 
birthdays. Karla’s work is exhibited in private 
collections and synagogues and is featured 
in Jewish publications across the world.

Karla Wiseman 
Judaica

Adrienne Rothstein Grace CFP®, CLTC, CDFATM

435 Creekside Dr. | Amherst
716.691.8207 | agrace@ae.cadaretgrant.com

www.transitioningfinances.com

Linda Gellman
122 Ashland Ave. | Buffalo

716.830.8800
clickephoto.com

Lindy Korn
535 Washington St. (9th Floor) | Buffalo

716.856.5676
lindykorn.com | lkorn@lkorn-law.com

Barbara Oliver
5820 Main St. (Ste 311) | Williamsville

716.204.1297
barbaraoliverandco.com

Karen Davis Farage
1 Walden Galleria | Buffalo

716.683.7223
polepositionraceway.com/buffalo-ny

Karla Wiseman Judaica
716.688.4329

karlawisemanjudaica.com
karlajudaica@aol.com

Jewish Women in Business sponsored by
www.welcome-magazine.com

Special Advertising Section
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Women in Business
Donatella Oppenheimer, trained in the 
Cecchetti method in Sicily and the Balanchine 
method at the School of American Ballet in 
Lincoln Center, performed professionally 
with the Tulsa and Boston Ballet Companies. 
She has been a faculty member with 
prestigious companies throughout America, 
including locally at American Academy, 
Darlene Ceglia, Dance Spectrum, Neglia, 
Chautauqua Institution and David DeMarie. 
Contact Donatella to reserve your beginner 
to advanced private ballet lessons.

Felice koenig, MFA, University of Texas, 
describes her work as a meditation on 
obsessive gesture. Each piece includes 
over a hundred layers of paint, producing 
seductive, tactile surfaces that, despite 
their artificial nature, achieve a sense of 
organic growth. Her work is displayed in 
the USA, Germany, China, and Canada. 
Three of her works were purchased by 
the Albright-Knox Art Gallery. She teaches 
painting and drawing at Daemen College.

Julie Weinberg, LCSW, opened her 
private practice in social work 3 years ago, 
after raising her children and working in 
the in-patient psychiatry department at 
ECMC. She is a graduate of SUNY Albany 
and earned a MSW at Smith College. Julie 
primarily works with adults helping her 
patients find their own strength during 
life’s challenges; parenting, relationships, 
grief, depression, and anxiety. Her 
practice accepts Blue Cross, Independent 
Health and Univera.

Annette Pinder is the President and 
Publisher of Buffalo Healthy Living 
Magazine (BHL), WNY’s only free, full-
color monthly magazine devoted to 
health, fitness and nutrition for people 
of all ages. BHL is available online and 
in print to more than 100,000 readers 
at 1,500 area locations including Tops, 
Wegmans, Panera Bread and other cafes, 
health centers, hospitals, dental offices, 
fitness facilities, libraries, and more. 

What started as a hobby for Pam 
Weinrieb, became a passion for creating 
unusual jewelry using semi-precious 
stones, crystals and pearls, acquired from 
around the country. Her colorful designs 
of necklaces, earrings and bracelets, 
accentuate and compliment current trends 
and coordinate with fashion forward 
clothing. Although Pam has faithful clientele, 
she receives great satisfaction donating 
her one-of-a-kind pieces to charitable 
organizations.

Donatella Oppenheimer
716.239.6447

donnaopp@mac.com

Felice Koenig
716.946.0420

felice.koening@gmail.com

Julie Weinberg
6507 Transit Road, Suite B | E. Amherst, NY

716.393.0789

Annette Pinder
716.204.8881

www.buffalohealthyliving.com
www.facebook.com/buffalohealthyliving

Annette@BuffaloHealthyLiving.com

Pamela Stecker Weinrieb
716.860.7176

www.rockcandyjewelry.com
pam@rockcandyjewelry.com

Julie Dressler 
Weinberg , LCSW

WNY in-Home Care & Senior 
Services, inc. was created to provide 
family Caregivers a place to seek respite 
from the demands of caring for their 
loved ones. We offer a unique website 
offering a complete list of our Caregivers’ 
photos and profiles, pricing, and list of 
services. We pride ourselves on excellent 
communication, attendance, and most 
importantly -  competency in safety and 
care for our clients.

Leah E. Hughes
WNY In-Home Care & Senior Services, Inc.

716.406.2526 ext.1
leahhughes@wnyinhomecare.com

Special Advertising Section
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Zhanna Racine immigrated to the United 
States from Russia in the early 1980’s. 
She began her jewelry  business with a 
few hundred dollars. Today she has an 
exquisite  boutique located in the village 
of Williamsville.     With over 30 years of 
business experience, Zhanna has the eye 
for matching merchandise with clients.  
Zh Racine Exclusive Jewelry is a 
“wearable luxury at any price range” with 
collections ranging from the highest quality 
diamonds to high-fashion designer jewelry! 

Being a mother of 3 grown successful 
children, the office manager and 
licensed associate real estate broker for 
Realty USA and being involved in the 
local community, these are what makes 
Western New York my home. My goal 
is to enhance “lives of abundance” thru 
mentoring, coaching and guiding people. 
Whether careers in real estate, buying & 
selling property or developing strategies 
for investment in our local market, it’s a 
dream career. 

Pastel Paintings • Lithographs • Intaglio 
Etchings • Collage • Mixed Media

“Using a palette of rich and romantic 
pigments, my work is characterized by motifs 
that sing to me as a Jewish wife and mother.” 
Sonia Gellman Young attended Pratt 
Institute in NYC and the University at 
Buffalo. Her works are the recipients of 
awards and are displayed in group and solo 
shows. Sonia’s pieces can be found in private 
and public collections around the world.

B”H

After studying confectionery in France and 
Belgium, Tara Cadmus opened Oh Pour 
L’amour Du Chocolate with husband, Howard. 
Offering Parisian style candies, chocolates 
and macarons, they soon expanded into 
ice cream by purchasing Sweet Jenny’s Ice 
Cream, with plans to relocate Sweet Jenny’s 
into the historic 1811 Water Mill.  The new 
location will have seating offering panoramic 
views of beautiful Glen Falls Park and  a 
viewing area to observe the candy and ice 
cream manufacturing process.

Who is Elaine Altman? She is the 
daughter of Samuel and Helen Ablove, first 
generation American citizens and mother 
of Aaron, Avraham and Yaacov. Altman 
wants our community to be enriched with 
opportunities supporting our students, 
workers and our sustainability.   Her 
experience in Jewish and secular education 
for students and adults make her an 
invaluable asset  in Albany. Vote for Elaine 
Altman for NY State Senator on November 
4th.

ZH Racine Exclusive Jewelry
30 Los Robles | Williamsville, NY 14221

716.632.0120 | zhracine@aol.com 
facebook.com/ZhRacineExclusive 

Sweet Jenny’s
5732 Main St | Williamsville

716.631.2424
sweetjennyswilliamsville.com

Oh Pour L’amour Du Chocolat
4476 Main St | Snyder

716.240.9815
ohpourlamour.com

miriam treger honig
716.308.4408

mtreger@realtyusa.com

Sonia Gellman Young
soniagellmanyoung@gmail.com

Altman for State Senate
PO Box 500 | East Amherst, NY 14051

altmanforsenate@gmail.com
www.altmanforsenate.com

Planning a fabulous event includes attention 
to detail. With years of experience, strong 
industry connections and endless creative 
resources, your event will be one of smooth 
elegance and pure enjoyment.  From 
Weddings to Bar Mitzvahs, Corporate 
Events to Charitable Galas, Birthday 
Celebrations to Product Launches your 
event will reflect style and originality. Renee 
Nicole Events is committed to exceed all 
expectations with a professional team that 
will make your event a huge success.

Renee Dayan-Weinrieb
716.650.4170

www.reneenicdeevents.com
reneedw@mac.com

Sonia 
Gellman Young

Fine Art

Jewish Women in Business sponsored by
www.welcome-magazine.com

Special Advertising Section
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Women in Business
WELCOME is the hard cover and online 
guide to the Buffalo Niagara Region, featured 
in-room at over 80 hotels and complemented 
by an interactive website. WELCOME is 
locally owned and operated since 1984.  
Mrs. Fink is secretary of the Board of Trustees 
of the Aquarium of Niagara, trustee of Ahavas 
Sholem Cemetery, co-chair of the Lion of 
Judah for the Buffalo Jewish Federation and 
Publicity Chair for the Women’s Activities 
Association at Park Country Club.

As a mother of a child with developmental 
differences I am aware of the challenges 
faced each day by people with chronic illness, 
physical and developmental disabilities. 
I designed Embrace The Difference® 
jewelry and giftware to show support, 
acceptance and kindness no matter what 
difference we may have. The symbol: 
interconnected circles connected by a 
square remind us we are all linked together.  
Each purchase, available at ReedsJenss or on 
line, benefits a charity of choice.

Retail is in my blood. I started out as a 
gift wrapper for Jenss 48 years ago and 
found my passion.  After working my way 
up, here I am with the best job ever. I get 
paid to shop. Our “marriage” with Reeds 
Jewelers made us a strong force. Thanks go 
out to our wonderful, loyal, customers in 
the Jewish community. Explore our 
collection of Judaica, designed by artisans, 
worldwide.

“Two decades in WNY real estate and it 
only gets better”, says ANN EDWARDS of 
REALTY EDGE.  “Working with eager first 
time homebuyers and  satisfied returning 
clients, makes my job exciting and worthwhile.  
Navigating and negotiating on behalf of my 
clients in this booming market is what I love 
most. Whatever YOUR real estate needs, I 
look forward to helping YOU make a smooth 
transition!”

Marcy katzman Lenard, of Super 
Daughter Services, does what a daughter 
would if she had the time, proximity and 
know-how to help a loved one maintain 
a good quality of life. She helps manage 
finances, arranges home assistance and 
helps ease life transitions. As a Geriatric Care 
Manager, she develops a plan that balances 
independence and safety and reduces 
family stress.

Julie Kianof Fink, President/Publisher
WELCOME Magazine, Inc.

4511 Harlem Road | Amherst, NY 14226
716.839.3121 | www.welcome-magazine.com
facebook.com/welcome.mag |  twitter.com/welcomemag

Robyn Zimmer
716.984.3644

www.embracethedifference.org
robyn@embracethedifference.com

Marsha Dautch | Jenss Decor
4053 Maple Road | Amherst

716.837.1100
www.reedsjenss.com

Marcy Katzman Lenard
716.580.3966

mkl@superdaughterservices.com
www.superdaughterservices.com

REALTY EDGE, INC.
4043 Maple Road | Suite 207, Amherst, NY

716.864.0777
Ann@AnnEdwards.com

Bonnie Clement of Hunt Real Estate, has 
worked in the local community for over 
35 years, as a leading real estate broker 
associate.  In 2013, Bonnie had her ultimate 
best year, working closely with clients, selling 
over 32 million in volume and closing 105 
houses! Jewish community involvement 
includes Women’s Division Chair for 3 
years, leader for 4 missions to Israel and 
the recipient of the Ruth and Milton Kahn 
Young Leadership Award.

Hunt Real Estate
5570 Main Street | Williamsville

716.633.0300 | bsclement@aol.com
www.bonnieclement.com

Special Advertising Section
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HRC’S Andrew Beiter receives 
NYS Yavner Award

 

Holocaust Resource Center of Buffalo board member Andrew Beiter  received 
the New York State Louis Yavner Award for Holocaust and Human Rights 
Education, given by the Chancellor and Commissioner of Education. The award 

was established to recognize teachers in New York State who make outstanding 
contributions to education about the Holocaust and other violations of human 
rights.   Drew works tirelessly to strengthen compassion, respect and understanding 
in the classroom and throughout the world.  Drew has been leading the HRC’s New 
Generation Initiative, which includes innovative student, teacher, community and 
survivor outreach and education.  Drew is especially proud to be following in the 
footsteps of HRC board member Clayton Adams, who won the award in 1985.  

Andrew Beiter is an 8th Grade Social Studies teacher at Springville Middle School 
in Springville, New York, where he coordinates their Students for Human Rights 
Club. Graduating with a Bachelor’s degree in Political Philosophy from Michigan State 
University and a Master’s degree in Education from Fredonia State College, Mr. Beiter is 
a Regional Education Coordinator for the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
a Teacher Fellow for the Lowell Milken Center for Tolerance in Kansas, and the Director 
for the Summer Institute for Human Rights and Genocide Studies in Buffalo. As a 
board member for Buffalo for Africa and the Holocaust Resource Center of Buffalo, he 
has organized numerous workshops on human rights and genocide prevention and also 
serves as the co-Director of the Education Department of the Robert H. Jackson Center. 

He was also part of a team that wrote a curriculum for Kerry Kennedy’s book Speak 
Truth To Power and currently serves on the committee directing this program. Drew 
is the national winner of the 2008 Irena Sendler Award for Repairing the World, the 
2009 Toby Ticktin Back Award for Holocaust Education, and the 2009 New York 
State United Teachers Local Leadership Award. He is the proud father of Margaret 
and Mitchell Beiter, and has been married for 18 years to his wife Mary, living in 
Hamburg, N.Y.  He recently interviewed U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry about Syria 

with journalists Nick 
Kristof and Lara 
Setrakian.

From left to right: 
Commissioner King, 
Andrew Beiter,  Regent  
Robert Bennett, and 
Chancellor Meryll  Tisch 
at the Board of Regents 
meeting in Albany.

Agencies

A professionAl theAtre At d’youville college

“Buffalo’s favorite PlaY”

Over the tavern
directed by plAywright tom dudzick

September 12 - OctOber 5, 2014
716-829-7668 www.kAvinokytheAtre.com

WANTED:
A USED CAR 
in good 
condition for use
By our Israeli shlichim while they
are in Buffalo.  Call Mike Wise at 204-2240 or email mike@
jfedbflo.com 



30   www.jfedbflo.com | August 2014

Calendar

August 3  
Israeli Scout Caravan  5:00 pm  JCC/ 

Benderson call 716-688-4033

August 5  
 Tisha B’Av  Annual fast day in 

Judaism which commemorates the 
destruction of the First and Second 
Temples in Jerusalem and the subsequent 
exile of the Jews from the Land of Israel. 

August 6
Chiavetta’s BBQ fundraiser for Jewish 

Federation Apartments  3:00-6:00 pm at 
JFApartments.  716-631-8471

August 11   
TBZ Summer Celebration- golf, wine 

tour, lunch and dinner- all day-Transit 
Valley CC- call 716-836-6565 for info or 
to register.

August 13   
Open House for those interested in 

the March 2015 Morocco Mission. 7:30 
pm  JCC/ Benderson Building. Call Mike 
Wise at mike@jfedbflo.com for more 
info. 

August 17  
Kol Rina- “100 Years of Jewish Music” 

Concert. 1:00 pm. TBT  $10 at the door.
Contact Adrienne.crandall@gmail.com 
for more info.   

August 22
TBZ Summer BBQ & Shabbat  6:00 

pm. TBZ Broder Center. RSVP to 716-
836-6565.

August 29
Shir Shalom Blue Jean Shabbat & 

BBQ. 6:00 pm. Congregation Shir 
Shalom.  RSVP to 716-633-8877

September 1
Labor Day observed

September 8-10
The Anne Frank Project 2014 

Conference. Buffalo State College Look 
for information and schedule at www.
annefrankproject.buffalostate.edu

September 16
The Monuments Men movie starring 

George Clooney FREE for those 
with PAID UJF Campaign Dinner 
reservations. Call Randi Morkisz at 716-
204-2245 for information.

September 24-26
Rosh Hashonah observed beginning 

at sundown September 24. Shana Tovah!

September 29
2015 UJF Campaign Kick-Off 

Dinner. 5:30 pm. Hyatt Regency Buffalo. 
Call Randi Morkisz at 716-204-2245 for 
information. 

Kadimah Annual Dinner Draws 
Sellout Crowd To 

Celebrate Community Leaders

More than 260 members of the Western New York Jewish community came together 
in late June for Kadimah School of Buffalo’s Annual Dinner, honoring the work of 
twelve lay leaders from local Jewish organizations over decades of service.

The formal affair, held at Temple Beth Tzedek amid a festive and dressed-up 
atmosphere, featured tributes to the honorees from speakers selected by them, as well 
as speeches by Kadimah’s lay and professional leadership. Each honoree received framed 
certificates of distinction from New York Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo and Amherst Town 
Supervisor Dr. Barry Weinstein, as well as a specially-commissioned glass award from 
Kadimah to mark the occasion.

This year’s honorees represented the spectrum of Jewish community agencies, from 
schools and cultural organizations to social services, religious and charitable entities.

Recipients included Howard Benatovich from the Bureau of Jewish Education, 
Linda Boxer from the Hebrew Benevolent Loan Association, David Bunis from the 
Jewish Repertory Theatre, Gabriel Ferber from the Holocaust Resource Center, Marsha 
Goldberg for Ohr Temimim School, Shoshana Laub from the Mikvah, Nancy Schiller for 
the Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies, Jonathan Schechter and Shelly Yellen from the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo, David Schlein from Jewish Family Services, Avrom 
Sterman from Kadimah and Nechama Taub from the Va’ad Hakashruth of Buffalo.

Guests dressed up in suits, tuxedos, gowns and cocktail dresses celebrated into the 
night, enjoying great wine, beer, food and company, as well as the music of Moshe Ben 
Avraham. Attendees lingered well past the end of the formal program, as they schmoozed, 
laughed and caught up with old friends, family and fellow community members who 
turned out for the occasion.

The catered dinner program also included the singing of the Star Spangled Banner and 
Hatikvah by a choir of nearly thirty Kadimah students from Kindergarten through 8th 
grade, as well as a d’var Torah by two students in fourth and fifth grades, Hailey Epstein 
and Jonah Slabodkin. Guests also enjoyed a professionally prepared video presentation 
about Kadimah by Rich Kellman. The program’s emcee was Dan Lenard.  All proceeds 
from the dinner benefit Kadimah School of Buffalo.  

Agencies

UJF Kick-off Dinner
September 29
www.jfedbflo.com
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Agencies

Kadimah Dinner Highlights

Dinner chair Shira Brown with honoree 
Jonathan Schechter

Federation President David Desman  
offered remarks from Federation

Barbara and Doug Baker Erie County Clerk Chris Jacobs

Lewis, Marcy and Dan Lenard

Rabbi Moshe Taub and Emcee Dan 
Lenard

The Benatovichs:   Louis and Marnie Cerrato and honoree Dr. Howard and Lana 
Benatovich

The Ferbers: honoree Gabe, wife Andrea and their adult children

Elaine Altman, her sister and husband The Kadimah Choir

Viola and honoree Avy Sterman Musician Moishe Ben Abraham

Charlotte and Alan Gendler Hailey Epstein and Jonah Slobodkin offering a 
D’var Torah

Randi Morkisz, Anne Virag, Marilyn Shuman, Viola Sterman
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PJ Library Summer Reading

Summer is in full swing and school is 
feeling like a distant memory. Days 
are filled with camp, pool time, play 

dates and popsicles. Children may be on 
“summer time”, but that’s no reason to 
wait until fall to crack open a book!

PJ Library offers some great books for 
summer reading to help children keep 
their reading skills sharp. Here’s a list 
of our top ten books for summer for 
readers: 
PJ Library Top 10 Summer Reads
1.  “You Never Heard of Sandy 

Koufax?!” by Jonah Winter
This book opens a window into the 

life of the major league baseball player 
many called the greatest lefty who ever 
pitched. Included in this story is Koufax’s 
famous decision to sit out the first game 
of the 1965 World Series rather than play 
on Yom Kippur.
2.  “No Baths at Camp” by Tamar 

Fox
Camp is full of rock climbing, face 

painting, marshmallow roasting, and 
water-balloon fighting, but the best part? 
No bathing!
3.  “Picnic at Camp Shalom” by 

Jacqueline Jules
When Carly laughs at Sara’s last name, 

her bunkmate at Camp Shalom refuses 
to be consoled. Little does Sara know 
that Carly has a reason for her outburst. 
When their mutual love of music brings 
harmony to Shabbat dinner as well as to 
their friendship, Carly finally gets the 
chance to reveal her secret.
4.  “Do Unto Otters” by Laurie 

Keller
When a family of otters moves in 

next to Mr. Rabbit, he’s a little nervous 
-- he’s not sure if they’ll get along. But 
then he remembers the Golden Rule: 
Do unto otters as you would have otters 
do unto you! This book shows how 
treating others with respect is the basis 
of friendship, cooperation, and sharing. 
5.  “Brave Girl” by Michelle Markel

Just because Clara Lemlich is a young 
immigrant doesn’t mean she’s going to let 
factory owners treat workers poorly. After 
all, equality and a fair shot is what America 
is all about -- and no one understands that 
better than this brave girl.
6.  “Jumping Jenny” by Ellen Bari

Jenny loves to jump, but when her 
energetic jumping gets her into trouble, 

she decides to retire her pogo stick. Then 
her school decides to hold a fundraising 
fair, and she discovers that her skill can 
be used for a good cause.
7.  “Zishe the Strongman” by 

Robert Rubenstein
In this story based on the life of 

Polish strongman Siegmund Breitbart, 
children are introduced to various kinds 
of strength, including the gentle strength 
that comes from kindness.
8.  “Sam and Charlie (and Sam 

Too!)” by Leslie Kimmelman
New neighbors have moved in next 

door to Sam -- two girls named Charlie 
and Sam (too!). As the three of them 
become friends, they share jokes, Jewish 
holidays, and even misunderstandings 
-- and soon learn what it means to “love 
your neighbor as yourself.”
9.   “Noah’s Swim-a-Thon” by Ann 

D. Koffsky
Noah loves everything about summer 

camp -- except swimming. Nothing can 
get Noah into the pool until he learns 
about the camp swim-a-thon that will 
help give other children a chance to 
attend the camp he loves.
10.  “The Adventures of Rabbi 

Harvey” by Steve Sheinkin
“A graphic novel of Jewish wit and 

wisdom in the Wild West.” In the 
fictitious town of Elk Spring, Colorado, 
circa 1870, Rabbi Harvey shares 
Talmudic wisdom, Jewish folktales (and 
a lot more!) through a number of short, 
humorous adventures.

Children who read these or any other 
ten books by September 1st, 2014, AND 
post a picture on our Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/PJLibraryBuffalo) 
about it, will be entered into a drawing 
for a $25 Target gift card! Check out 
www.PJLibrary.org for more summer 
reading fun. For every 10 books a child 
reads, they will earn another drawing 
entry. The summer reading contest 
is open to readers under the age of 
8. Parents and grandparents who are 
looking for summer reads of their own 
can check out interesting Jewish books 
on the Jewish Book Council’s website; 
www.JewishBookCouncil.org. 

PJ Library welcomes all Jewish 
families, including interfaith families, 
LGBT families, and families with special 
needs. If you have a question about how 

your children can receive PJ Library 
books for free every month, join our 
mailing list, or would like to talk with 
us about how we can accommodate your 
family and children at our programs, 
please contact Juliet Glaser at pjlibrary@
bjebuffalo.org or 716-204-5380. Please 
visit our Facebook page to keep up to 
date on PJ Happenings: www.facebook.
com/PJLibraryBuffalo.

 

Agencies

COMING 
AUGUST 17:

Look for a story and photo in 
the August 17, 2014 issue of The 
New York Times Magazine about 

Buffalo’s own Aaron Siegel, written 
by Buffalo’s own Jake Halpern.   

It’s based on Halpern’s new book, 
Bad Paper.  
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Digital Jewish Archives  
Expands Online! 

By Chana Revell Kotzin, PhD.  Director, Jewish Buffalo Archives Project.

 

In May 2012, the first set of over 300 images relating to Jewish Buffalo went “live” 
at http://nyheritage.org/collections/jewish-buffalo-image-collection. The New York 
Heritage Legacy website holds a wealth of NY state related historical materials from 

around the entire state in many different formats including newspapers, photographs, 
maps and pamphlets.  

Since the online collection was made available, hundreds of people have enjoyed and 
used many of the images over the last two years.  Some of the images appeared in the 
recently published, Jewish Community of Greater Buffalo.  Last year the Jewish Buffalo 
Archives Project and University at Buffalo applied to the Western New York Libraries 
Resource Council for another digital grant to extend our online archives.  As in 2011, 
we were successfully awarded the costs of digitization, with the Foundation for Jewish 
Philanthropies providing matching funding, to enable processing by the Jewish Buffalo 
Archives Project.  As a result, this year, we have added further images, with quite a few 
multi-page booklets that brings the number of items to over 600!

New photographs and documents were drawn from collections donated to the 
Project, including Temple Beth Zion (599 and 805 Delaware Avenue), Temple Beth 
Israel (Niagara Falls), Jewish Federation, Jewish Community Center and Camps 
and a range of small personal collections that highlighted sporting activities, theatre 
productions, commercial life and fundraising activities over the decades.  Please 
enjoy exploring this collection directly from the online address: http://nyheritage.org/
collections/jewish-buffalo-image-collection or by clicking on a link under “Digital 
Collections” from the Jewish Buffalo Archives Project page on the Bureau of Jewish 
Education website at www.bjebuffalo.org.  If you’d like to know more about the Jewish 
Buffalo Archives Project, please contact: Chana Revell Kotzin, Director, Jewish Buffalo 
Archives Project, at 716-204-5388.  You can also email archivesproject@bjebuffalo.org.

RIGHT:JBIC 648: Groundbreaking 
at Temple Beth Zion, 805 Delaware 

Avenue

BELOW:JBIC 528: A Scene from 
“Golden Boy”.

RIGHT:  JBIC 548: Ada Miller Seated, founder 
of Hadassah

Israeli 
Literature 
in English: 

Foundations 
and Evolution

The Adult Education Department 
of the Bureau of Jewish Education 
is pleased to offer a course taught 

by Dr. Howard R. Wolf. Classes will 
take place on Thursday afternoons in the 
fall at the Jewish Community Center in 
Getzville. 

Dr. Wolf, Professor Emeritus and Senior 
Fellow in the Department of English 
at UB, will teach this course as part of 
the BJE’s “Under the Microscope” series.  
A frequent visitor to Israel, Professor 
Wolf has published stories that are set in 
Israel, including “A Summer Trial” and 
“Under the Arc of War.” A graduate of the 
Horace Mann School, Amherst College, 
Columbia University, and the University 
of Michigan (Ph.D.), he has an archive 
of his lifetime work in The Robert Frost 
Library at Amherst College.  

This Israeli Literature in English: 
Foundations and Evolution course will 
consider a variety of Israeli writers in order 
to gain a deeper understanding of Israeli 
history – past and present. The aim of the 
course will be to relate literary insights 
to the dynamic and challenging issues of 
Israeli history from the late 19th century 
to the present. Material from H.N. Bialik 
(1873-1934) to Amos Oz (1939-present) 
among others will be used as examples of 
different perspectives about Israel. 

Professor Wolf will devote each class to 
an analysis of a specific item of literature 
that illuminates a particular moment in 
Israel’s complex and dramatic existence. 
Handouts will be provided from “50 
Stories from Israel – An Anthology,” as 
well as from other resource materials. 

This timely course will take place on 
ten (10) Thursday afternoons from 12:30 
– 2:00 PM at the Jewish Community 
Center on North Forest Road in Getzville. 
It will begin on September 11 and end 
on December 11. Tuition for the course 
is $125, and scholarship assistance will 
be available. A minimum of eight (8) 
students must be enrolled for the class to 
be held.

Please contact Ethel Melzer, Director 
of Adult Education at the BJE (ethel@
bjebuffalo.org) or call 204-5380 or enroll 
online at www.bjebuffalo.org after August 
1, 2014.

6011 Main Street
Williamsville, NY 14221

Monday-Thursday
11AM-10PM

Friday & Saturday
11AM-11PM

Sunday
11AM-9PM

716.633.8432
716.633.8517

Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials
Full Bar

Available for Private Parties

Open 7 Days
Lunch & Dinner

Agencies

Dr. Howard Wolf
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Tips For Reducing 
Back-To -School Stress For Parents And Kids 

B ack-to-school time is generally 
a bittersweet challenge for both 
children and parents.   The end-

of-summer hustle to find cool fall 
clothes and fill book-bags with lists of 
school supplies can be overwhelming. 

“Most kids experience some level of 
anxiety or stress related to returning to 
school in the fall and getting back into 
a routine.  They’re concerned about 
meeting new kids and new teachers, 
learning new material and maybe even 
going to a new school,” said Donna 
Possenti, director of clinical services for 
Jewish Family Service of Buffalo and 
Erie County.  

“Younger kids feel stress over the 
unknown, older kids react more to 
returning to routine and academic or 
social expectations and pressure.”

To help children make a smooth 
transition from lax summer schedules 
to more structured school days, Possenti 
suggests that parents start getting them 
into a routine of earlier bedtime and 
wake up time a few weeks before 
school starts.   She also recommends 
a visit to any new school a few times 
before the first day.  

“Make sure the days before school 
starts are not spent rushing around 
trying to get the school supplies, clothes 
and other things.   Make the shopping 
experience positive and avoid waiting 
until the last minute,” she advises. 

“Set the expectations for after school 
activities before the school year starts.  
This includes everything from child 
care needs to sports that the child may 

want to participate in.  Children don’t 
usually adjust well to surprises in these 
areas.”

The JFS Buffalo Children’s Mental 
Health Program helps children and 
parents manage anxiety, or other 
behavioral health issues, that may be 
associated with going back to school.  

For parents facing the challenge of 
income inequity, it may be difficult to 
plan for early back-to-school shopping.  
This is especially true for the children 
of families who have been resettled in 
Western New York through the JFS 
Buffalo Refugee Resettlement Program.  

“Resettled families have very limited 
funds, and most of their money 
resources go for basic needs. We want 
them to have a good start to the school 
year.  There’s nothing worse than 
having a child come home from the 
first day of school crying because they 
didn’t have a backpack or other things 
they needed,” said program director 
Maria Domingo.  

JFS Buffalo welcomes donations of 
supplies to support the littlest “New 
Americans.”  Donations of coats, 
gloves and mittens, scarves and other 
warm clothing for the colder weather 
are also appreciated.

Last September, 20 children from 
Burma and Iraq, aged four to 14, had 
a good first day of school.  Thanks 
to the collaboration of JFS Buffalo 
and Boys and Girls Clubs of Buffalo, 
each received a book bag filled with a 
binder, notebooks, pens and pencils, a 
calculator and other supplies.

“The need at this time of year is great. 
We deeply appreciate our support from 
the Boys and Girls Club and invite 
other agencies this year to partner with 
similar generosity that helps resettled 
children feel more comfortable 
navigating their new environment. For 
many, this is their first experience with 
a formal education,” JFS President and 
CEO Marlene A. Schillinger said.  

“We equally appreciate individual 
donations from the heart, in the spirit 
of tzdekah, to support the children, 
and families of every Western New 
York community we serve, ease the 
economic anxiety of ‘back to school’.” 

She added that Possenti’s advice 
applies to children and parents of all 
income levels and nationalities.

“We work to make sure every kid has 
what he or she needs to start their school 
year off right, and achieve personal and 
academic success throughout the year,” 
Schillinger said. 

For more information on the Jewish 
Family Service Children’s Mental 
Health Program, or to make a cash 
or in-kind donation of backpacks, gift 
cards for clothing, school supplies or 
other back-to-school necessities, call 
716-883-1914.

For information about all JFS 
Buffalo programs and services, visit 
www.jfsbuffalo.org.

Service Built on 
independence & truSt

Securities and advisory services Offered 
Through FSC Securities Corporation A 

Registered Broker/Dealer Member FINRA/SPIC 
and a registered investment advisor. Additional 

advisory services offered through Mollot & 
Hardy, Inc. A registered investment advisor not 

affiliated with FSC Securities Corporation.

646 n. French road Suite # 9
Amherst , nY 14228-2125

716.691.7121 • www.mollot.com

Bryan castro, cFptM Sanford Seide, CLU Alan Mollot, CLU, CFPtM Michael Hardy, CFPtM
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Last day for 
Body Awareness

Pilates Private Training - 
1 Hour intro for $25 

5 for $237.50

1
SMALL GROUP 

INTERVAL TRAINING 
now thru Sept. 5 Tues/
Thurs 8:30 am-9:30 am 

2
K’tzat Ivrit -“A Little 
Hebrew”. Ongoing 

1:00 pm FREE and open 
to all

3 
 LIMUD Wendy Martin 

“Overview of Child 
Protective Services”

 

1
Color War at Camp 

Centerland!

2
Mat & Barre Pilates 
10:00-11:00am (H)

3
 Tzofin Friendship 

Caravan 5:00 pm BBQ, 
bounce house

4
10:15 – 11:15 

Water Aerobics with Betty 
at the Outdoor pool

5
Tisha B’Av

6
K’tzat Ivrit - 

“A Little Hebrew” 1:00 pm 
Free and open to all (B)

7
Hatha/Vinyasa Yoga 

9:00-10:00am (H)

8
 Family Night at Camp 

Centerland 
5:30 – 8:00pm

9
 Perfect day to sign up 
for the 2014- 2015 Kids 

Place school year

10
Join the JCC Carly’s 

Crossing Team and help 
fight Childhood Cancer 

11
New Yorker Magazine 

Discussion Group 
7:00 pm-8:30 pm  FREE 

and open to all (H)

12
Swim lessons are for 

people of all ages!

13
 BBQ  5:00-6:30pm   
$8/person no rsvp 

needed. (H)

14
Limud-Speakers & 

Events. Schedule in 
lobby. 10:30am FREE 

and open to all (B)

15
 National Relaxation Day

16
SavE thE datE 
Sept  17: JRT & 
ComedySportz 

Fundraiser Improv, food 
& drinks.  

17
Sunday Fundays outdoor 
pool 1:30 pm- 5:00 pm 
with DJ Spazman Spins

18
11:15 – 3:00pm 

Open swim at the outdoor 
pool

19
 The World Today A 

discussion of issues and 
events  1:00 pm  FREE 

and open to all (B)

20
 Ice cream day at 
Camp Centerland

21
Senior Citizens Day

22
Pool Closed from 

5:30pm Friday, August 22 
until 8:00am 

Saturday, August 30  (H)

23
Delta Sonic Car Wash 
coupons available here

24
CX Worx 
10:15-10:45am (H)

31

25
Massages make the 

perfect gifts

26
Have you swam 

the 716?

27
Guest passes are 

available for the outdoor 
pool

28
Not too late to sign your 
little one up for day care 

at the JCC

29
BodyPump 

6:00-7:00am (H)

30
 Shabbat shalom!

 (B) Benderson Family
  Building in Getzville
 (h) Holland Family Building
  in Buffalo
 * Starting at noon. One  
  per person.

 Labor Day Weekend Party  
1:30 -5:00pm Games, DJ, 

bounce house - FREE

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

AUGUST at the JCC
REmindERS, idEaS, and impoRtant datES for the month
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The Jewish Repertory Theatre of 
Western New York is pleased 
to announce recent Artie and 

Spree Magazine awards to our talented 
actor, director and designer of JRT 
productions.

Josie DiVincenzo won best actress 
at the Artie Awards, Buffalo’s version 
of the Oscars, for playing 11 different 
characters in Dai, the critically 
acclaimed show in which women and 
men tell their stories and share their 
viewpoints about life in Israel, from a 
coffee shop in Tel Aviv, moments before 
a suicide bomber enters. 

Ann Emo, a Buffalo State assistant 
professor, took the Artie’s Best Costume 
Design award, for her work on School for 
Husbands at the Irish Classical Theatre. 
Emo, who was also nominated for Best 
Costume Design for Dai, has been 
Costume Director for Jewish Repertory 
Theatre since 2002 and is also a long-
time member of the JRT Committee.

Saul Elkin, Founding Artistic 
Director of the Jewish Repertory 

Theatre, won Best Arts Administrator at 
Spree Magazine’s Best of WNY Awards. 
Elkin, a former Chair of the Theatre 
Department at UB and founder of 
Shakespeare in Delaware Park, has 
directed most of the JRT productions 
since 2002 and will be starring in and 
directing the upcoming Old Jews Telling 
Jokes and starring in Beau Jest.

Josie DiVincenzo was also a winner 
at the Spree Magazine’s Best of WNY 
awards, taking the prize for Best Actress.   

Jewish Repertory Theatre’s 
2014-2015 Season

Subscriptions and tickets are now 
available for JRT’s upcoming Season 
of Humor, featuring:

 Old Jews Telling Jokes, by Peter Gethers 
and Daniel Okrent
October 23 – November 16, 2014

Beau Jest, by James Sherman
February 5 – March 1, 2015

The Odd Couple, by Neil Simon
April 23 – May 17, 2015
Early bird subscribers save 10% when 

they purchase subscriptions before 
September 15 and new this year, all JRT 
subscribers will receive the new JRT 

Subscribers Perks Discount card with 
savings at local restaurants and merchants.

All JRT productions take place at The 
Maxine and Robert Seller Theatre, JCC 
Benderson Family Building at 2640 North 
Forest Road, Getzville, NY. For more 
information on JRT productions, dates 
and tickets, and discount group rates, 
visit www.jewishrepertorytheatre.com.  
Tickets are available at 688-4114, ext. 
391, through Showclix at 1-888-718-
4253 (Monday-Friday, 9am-9pm EST) or 
at either JCC reception desk.

Kenny 
Carpets 

and 
Floors

Carpet any home! Any size! 
Installation and Quality 
Cushion... NO extrA 

ChArge!!!

7600 TransiT rd.
Opposite eastern hills Mall

3240 TransiT rd.
at Seneca Creek

2995 sheridan dr.
at Niagara falls Blvd. next to 
Northtown Plaza

631-0028

656-0426

836-8100

Free shop at 
home serviCe

Kenny Carpets will bring samples of 
this outstanding sale to your home 

and give you a free accurate estimate. 
Call any of our three conveniently 

located Kenny Carpet Stores.

hours:
M-F 10-9
SAt 10-5
SuN 12-5
*For qualified buyers

www.kennycarpeTs.com

remember ... do The kenny!

top 5 reasons you must Come to Kenny Carpets:1. WNYs largest volume      flooring chain, our selection is     overwhelming, our volume     saves you lots of money. 2. Serving WNY since 1960,     no one has our experience in     installing carpet and floors.3. Our staff averages 19 years of     experience - no one will serve     you better.
4. We stock more carpet, wood,     laminate, and vinyl than any     store. Buy today, Install     tomorrow.

5. Our prices are significantly     lower than any Outlet, Home     Center or Store. Ask about our     low price guarantee!!
pay no 

interest 

until 

2015*

Farmers & Artisans
Artisan Bakery & Local Foods Market

Now offering NYS Craft Beers & Hard Ciders 
4557 Main Street, Snyder, NY 14226  ~  716-633-2830

www.farmersandartisans.com
“Your connection to NY family farms”

Agencies
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JCC Commemorates 66th 
Anniversary With Annual 

Meeting
By Rick Zakalik

K ids and adults zipped along the high ropes across Ellicott Creek, golf carts whizzed 
by loaded with donors and others and counselors trained and practiced songs.  
Families enjoyed kosher hot dogs, swam in the pool and played Gaga (Israeli Dodge 

Ball).  Then the real business got started.
More than 200 people attended the 66th annual JCC meeting on Sunday, June 15th.  

Father’s Day celebrations preceded the meeting and the dedication of the Irving M. 
Shuman Campgrounds followed.  Judging by the level of excitement and the smiles on 
everyone’s faces the day was a great success.

JCC staff, led by Laurie Greenspan, Marketing Director and Amy Marks Shaevel, 
meeting chair, hosted a meaningful and fun-filled day for members and guests under a tent 
adjacent to the new Irving M. Shuman Campgrounds.  In cooperation with the Weinberg 
Campus and the Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies a new home for the JCC’s Camp 
Centerland has been created and dedicated.  Over the next few weeks, additional facilities 
including a basketball court, shelters, bathrooms and an amphitheater will augment the 
19 acres of pristine land that saw the first year of camp at its new location in 2013.  More 
than 400 campers are registered for this camping season.

Elected to office for a one year term is Rabbi Alex Lazarus Klein.  Three year terms were 
filled by existing JCC Board members Irwin Gelman, Jordan Balsom, Brett Benderson 
and David Bunis.  Officers for the 2014-2015 year are Gretchen Gross, President; Ronald  
Benderson, Vice President; Philip Nobel, Vice President; Susan Freed-Oestreicher, Vice 
President; Dale Kadish, Treasurer and Laura Sommer, Secretary.

PRESCHOOL THRU ADULTS
 MUSIC & MOVEMENT (for 3 year olds)
 PRE BALLET I & II (for 4 & 5 year olds)
 BALLET (for 6 year olds and up)
 MODERN * LYRICAL * TAP * JAZZ * HIP HOP *ACRO
 ADULT BALLET (All levels)

Experience the Joy of Dance, Music & Movement at
THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF BALLET     

Est. 1965

MARIS BATTAGLIA, DIRECTOR
CAROL KLOCKE MURPHY, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR

Official School of the American Academy “Nutcracker”

FALL REGISTRATION
CURRENTLY IN PROGRESS

Monday through Saturday 10am to 2 pm
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 6:30-8:00

Classes begin September 6

491 West Klein Road (between North Forest & Hopkins)
FOR A BROCHURE & INFORMATION CALL 688-4774

OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.AAB-BUFFALO.COM

JCC Exec Rick Zakalik with Ralph Kushner Award 
winners Arlyne Lepie and Michael Silverman

Brett Benderson and Sarah Gellman 
Carney

JCC staff and president

Annual Meeting chair Amy Shaevel
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Join Your Friends 
August 6 from 3:00 pm- 6:00 pm

Chiavetta’s BBQ
Annual Fundraiser for Jewish Federation Apartments

The proceeds of this event fund programming for the residents 
that cannot be funded with our HUD regulated income. 

Tickets: $9 in advance and $10 at the door.
 For tickets, interested persons can call the JFA office at 

631-8471.

Summer @ Jewish Fed 
Apartments

There’s been so much happening at the Jewish Federation Apartments this summer. 
Recently, a Variety Show took place, showcasing the talents of many tenants. The 
Hot Country Liners entertained with a very lively and enjoyable performance and 

Joe Head delighted everyone at our Ice Cream Social with his guitar playing and singing. 
Other offerings at the apartments include Book Club, Yiddish Club, Yoga, Folk 

Dancing, Current Events Discussion Group, Dog visits and much more.

Left to Right: Mary Ann Goldmark, Galina Grinman, Marsha Craib and Carolyn Bernhart pose with members 
of the Hot Country Liners in black and red.

Left to Right: Andrea Scire, Alice Epolito, Galina 
Grinman and Farhat Bashir pose with  a member of 
the Hot Country Liners (back row)

Front Row seated: Michael Santillo, Mary Ann Goldmark
Back: Carmen Maciejewski, Jamie Bigag (Rita Carman’s 
grandson), Rita Carman, Carolyn Bernhart and Cheryl 
Thomas

Tenants: Carmen Maciejewski , Michael Santillo and Ann Jacobson with dancers in black and red.
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Lag B’Omer at JDC
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Buffalo International Film Festival TBZ @ Buffalo Pride Parade

Buffalo International Film Festival Ride for Roswell 2014

Ride for Roswell 2014

Ride for Roswell 2014

Amy Heumann, Eduardo Heumann and friends David Williams, Rebecca Silverman, Leona Spindler

 Ride for Roswell Extra Mile Club 
member Ken Friedman

 Amy Goldstein and Mara Gelman at the Ride for Roswell peloton 
ceremony

Ride for Roswell peloton riders singing in Shabbat before the opening 
ceremony

Helen Kierstead, Marlene Katzel and Arlyne Lepie

Ride for Roswell Extra Mile Club member Bernie Zysman

Roswell Park’s noted pediatric oncologist 
Dr. Martin Brecher marching in the opening 
ceremonies for the Ride for Roswell at UB

Danny and Juliet Glaser marching in the Ride for 
Roswell opening ceremonies

Ride for Roswell founder Mitch Flynn is the first 
rider to enter the UB stadium for the opening event

Ride for Roswell Extra Mile Club members Karen and Howard 
Wiseman

Rob Goldberg and Larry Levin celebrating Shabbat before 
the Ride for Roswell peloton

Donatella Oppenheimer, Cynthia Oppenheimer, Lindy Korn and Ruth Korn

Jews In The News Sponsored by Dave’s Christmas Wonderland      chanukkahcentral.com
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Riders Dave Lefkowitz, Michael Komm, volunteer Gretchen Gross and rider Jill Komm at a rest stop. Federation CEO Michael Wise opens the memorial program 
to the murdered boys in Israel

Rabbi  Perry Netter offered reflections on 
the situation in Israel

 Shlichim Lital Liberty and Dan Metchnik offered a prayer for 
the Israel Defense Forces

Rivky Greenberg and Brocha-Leah 
Greenberg after the program.  

Rabbi Alex Lazarus- Kleinled us in the 
Mourner’s Kaddish

 Bishop Robert Stearns led the audience in “Hatikvah” Rabbi Adam Scheldt read a poem on 
remembering

Ride for Roswell’s special guest speaker Scott Hamilton and Rabbi 
Adam Scheldt

The Olsen Family at UB during the opening ceremony Lori and Rich Newberg and Rabbi Adam Scheldt at UB for opening 
ceremonies

Cantor Irwin Gelman sang the El Maleh 
Rachamim memorial prayer

Rabbi Heschel Greenberg speaks about 
the nature of evil that led to all the murders

Rabbi Josh Strosberg gave the prayer for the State 
of Israel

Ride for Roswell 2014

Ride for Roswell 2014  Rally to Remember our Boys and 
Support Israel

Rally to Remember our Boys and Support Israel

Rally to Remember our Boys and Support Israel

for more than just Christmas. Sponsored by Jews In The News
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Not TheLastWord
A Bittersweet Echo Art Fair 2014- Irving and Barbara Mink

By Barbara Mink

Some of my best childhood 
memories include “helping” 
my father paint huge abstracts 

in our basement on Parkside Avenue 
in Buffalo, accompanying him to 
Niagara Falls to sketch, or setting up 
for outdoor art festivals. I didn’t start 
painting myself until much later, but 
those formative experiences made me 
feel that making things was part of life, 
and that the process was as important 
as the end result.

A member of the Buffalo Society of 
Artists and Western New York Artists 
Group, my father Irving Mink was 
also a research scientist at Roswell Park 
Memorial Institute and educator who 
painted and exhibited locally, nationally 
and internationally for 50 years. He 
won many awards, had one-man shows 
in Toronto, New York City, Detroit, 
Cleveland and Buffalo, and his works 
are represented in over 800 private 
collections.

One thing I remember is that for him, 
flexibility was the key. When he was 
doing Pollack-like pours and drips on 
huge canvases on the floor, I accidentally 
knocked over a box of birdseed onto the 
canvas. It was promptly incorporated into 
the paintings! While sketching outdoors, 
mist from Niagara Falls got his paper wet, 
and the resultant paint bleed just added 
to the watery feel of the creation. 

His creative trajectory was an interesting 
one, ranging from very large abstract 
landscapes, to isolated figures in pencil, to 
pen and ink drawings and small acrylics. 
He used a combination of expressive line 
and negative space to give an ambiguous 
emotional tone to each work. They can 
be seen as either isolated figures or figures 
in sharp focus. He once wrote: “My goals 
are simple; to create beauty, something 
that is good to look at. Old people, lonely 
people, are often my subjects; I paint what 
I feel, influenced only by vague memories, 
a fleeting emotional fancy. This is my 
piece of history, my footprints in the 
sands of time.”   

My artistic arc has been almost the 
reverse. I started with botanical drawing, 
large watercolor flowers, then fruit, fish, 
figures and landscapes until I moved 

to large-scale abstract oils and acrylics. 
The space in which I now work has a 
more architectural feel--an interplay of 
color, line and texture. Paintings which 
were vigorously chromatic and heavily 
layered have evolved in the direction of 
the spare, the muted, and the geometric. 
I believe that scale has as much to do 
with the power of the image to enter 
the imagination, as it does physical 
dimensions. 

I started painting in 1999 and it has 
been part of my life through careers 
in politics, university teaching, and 
founding an annual festival of science and 
art. As an active member of the Ithaca 
Art Trail, State of the Art Gallery and 
the Buffalo Society of Artists, I’ve had 
the good fortune to show and sell in and 
beyond New York State.

My father and I have shown together 
three times - in 1999 at the Kenan 
Center in Lockport, where my outsized 
botanicals meshed with his pen and ink 
figurative drawings; at the Jewish Center 
of Buffalo; and in 2005 at State of the Art 
Gallery in Ithaca, also with photography 
by my brother, Symon, and pottery masks 
by my sister-in-law,  Ronna. 

This September I’ll be bringing a 
selection of my father’s Judaica from the 
1980’s, inspired by a trip he made to 
Israel with my mother in 1971, including 
hand made silk-screen prints of two of 
his iconic images. My work will feature 
medium and large-scale abstracts on 
canvas from this year and last, on canvas 
and raw linen.

I had suggested applying to the Echo 
Art Fair in Buffalo earlier this year 
together, in part as a way to look forward, 
after a year of mourning my mother 
and his own declining health.  He died 
two weeks before we were notified that 
we got into the show. I can’t think of a 
more wonderful way to honor his work 
and to celebrate his life than having this 
opportunity to share a booth again.

Barbara Mink is an artist living in 
Ithaca, NY. The fourth annual Echo Art 
Fair will be held September 6 and 7, at the 
downtown Central Library.

Barbara Mink and her father, Irving Mink at Barbara’s very first show at the Kenan Center in 1999

The Zealot ( 1975) by Irving Mink

Terra Incognita  (1913) by Barbara Mink
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Your Complete 
Landscape Company

8600 Roll Road
Clarence Center, NY 14032

716.741.8468 • 716.741.8469

FREE  ESTIMATES

Larry Raines
716-580-4822

www.EstateMoveAmherstNY.com
Bonded · Insured 

References

To place a  Birth, Wedding, 
Retirement, Engagement,
Bar or Bat Mitzvah, Graduation,
Special Notice, Death Notice, 
Memorial or Announcement

Call 

 Say  Rob and Shira Goldberg of Williamsville 
are pleased to announce the marriage of 
their daughter Noa to Jon Grant, son of Dr. 
Jeffrey and Joanne Grant of Los Angeles, 
CA. Friends and family joined the couple 
for an outdoor ceremony in Agoura Hills, 
CA on July 6, 2014.  The couple met while 

students at The University of Kansas in Lawrence, Kansas. Noa 
is a teacher at The Wilshire Boulevard Temple’s Brawerman 
Elementary School and Jon is a marketing manager with 
SquareENIX, a Japanese based gaming company. The couple 
will make their home in West Hollywood, CA.

Cynthia 
Oppenheimer

716-972-2240

 Alyssa 
Anthone

716-972-2257

 or

Marketplace

To advertise call
Cindy at 
972-2240
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