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By Sharon Wisch-Ray

What do a Jewish rabbi, Catholic priest, Protestant 
minister, Muslim imam and Hindu priest have in com-
mon?

They were all active participants during the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Dallas Jewish Community Rela-
tions Council Interfaith Seder on Thursday, March 22. 
Dallas County District Attorney Faith Johnson, Dal-
las City Manager T.C. Broadnax and DFW Salvation 
Army Commander Jonathan Rich were among the lo-
cal officials who read passages from the Haggadah.

More than 500 people gathered at Congregation 
Shearith Israel for the sixth annual program. This year’s 
theme honored the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
who was assassinated 50 years ago April 4.

The Seder was led by Rabbi Elana Zelony of Con-

gregation Beth Torah and Most Rev. Edward J. Burns, 
Bishop of the Catholic Diocese of Dallas. Using a Hag-
gadah created specifically for the evening, attendees 
were treated to the key symbols of the Seder (The Four 
Cups of Wine; Four Questions; Blessings over the Kar-
pas, Matzo and Maror; the story of the Exodus; The 
Four Children; The Ten Plagues; singing of Dayenu, the 
Hillel Sandwich; and, of course, a sumptuous, kosher 
festive meal).

Throughout the Haggadah, there were passages 
relating to topics important to Dr. King and consis-
tent with the JCRC’s mission of community outreach, 
legislative relations, social action and Israel initiatives. 
For example, during the Four Questions, the following 
question was read in unison by the gathering: “How 
does our faith encourage us to address our society’s 

struggle with discrimination and injustice?” 
Concord Church Senior Pastor Bryan Carter an-

swered, reading from the Interfaith Seder Haggadah, 
“The late Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King offered this sen-
timent: ‘The ultimate measure of a man is not where 
he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but 
where he stands in times of challenge and controversy.’ 
As we consider how the criminal justice system dispro-
portionately impacts people of color, we ought to be re-
minded that we are called to work together despite our 
racial, cultural or religious backgrounds.

“We must be true neighbors to one another. When 
we recognize people fighting against injustice, we are 
to stand with them, especially in times of distress, even 
though it is not the most popular action. When we wit-
ness others being battered and bruised by the system 

or battered and bruised altogether, we
to lift our neighbors out of the brokenn
of hope. If this is replicated all around
people of faith, we can bring transforma
that is long overdue and leave our child
children with a better world.”

Following dinner, JCPenney Chair
Marvin Ellison spoke about what Dr.
him and his family growing up in the s
town of Brownsville, Tennessee. 

“As a young black man growing 
South, Dr. King had a significant impac
Ellison said. “When we didn’t have fut
looked bright, the words of Dr. King g
inspiration. I’m standing here tonight a
CEO of a Fortune 500 company in large
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1: A diverse group of clergy representing the Jewish, Christian, Muslim, Hindu and Baha’i faiths 

were present and participated.

2: The Potter’s House Mass Choir opened the Interfaith Seder with a spirited performance.

3: JCPenney Chairman and CEO Marvin Ellison was the keynote speaker.

4: The Interfaith Seder drew a diverse crowd; from left, Imam Shpendim Nadzaku, Almas 

Muscatwalla, Rabbi Heidi Coretz and Said Majdi.

5: Sikh Priest Harnam Singh Gill

6: Shearith Israel Rabbi Adam Roffman and Temple Emanu-El Rabbi Kimberly Herzog Cohen  give 

a quick lesson on the Torah to (from left) Catholic Diocese of Dallas Auxiliary Bishop Gregory 

Kelly, Catholic Diocese of Dallas Bishop Edward J. Burns, Dr. Albert Karam and Mary Emma Karam.

7: Interfaith Seder leaders Congregation Beth Torah Rabbi Elana Zelony and Bishop Edward J. 

Burns prepare to say the blessing over the first of four cups of wine.

PHOTOS: Winn Fuqua

we must be there 
ness into a place 
d us, together as 
ation to a system 
dren and grand-

rman and CEO 
. King meant to 
small, segregated 

up poor in the 
ct on my family,” 
ture aspects that 

gave us hope and 
as chairman and 
e part because of 

the sacrifices of Dr. King and so many others.”
Ellison spoke about his unconventional journey 

to the top of corporate America and the example of 
hard work and faith modeled by his parents. His father 
worked three jobs, too proud to accept government 
assistance; his mother was a hotel housekeeper. As he 
closed his remarks, Ellison commented on what im-
pressed him most about the evening. 

“This is truly a wonderful event, and I’ve never been 
anywhere and seen the diversity of faith and religion 
represented in one room as openly and passionately as 
I have tonight.”

Melanie Rubin is board chair of the JCRC. Cyd 
Friedman and Byron Sanders were co-chairs of the In-
terfaith Seder, which was presented by the Texas Jewish 
Post.
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