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We are pleased to share this Haggadah which was prepared for the 

8th Annual JCRC Interfaith Seder. This community-wide event could not  

be held due to precautions taken in response to the public health crisis 

caused by Coronavirus (COVID-19). We hope this Haggadah, which  

includes contributions from local faith leaders, offers reflection  

and inspiration during these challenging times.

This Haggadah is dedicated to our medical and first responders  
who are working to keep our community safe and to our civic, faith 

and community leaders in the greater Dallas area who are promoting 
inclusiveness, compassion and mutual understanding.
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“God has told you...what is good,

and what God requires of you: only to do justice

and to love goodness, and to walk humbly

with your God” 

 Michah 6:8
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Seder 

Leader: Each year, Jews across the world come together with family, friends, neighbors, 
and strangers to celebrate the holiday of Passover with a Seder. The word 
“seder” means “order” in Hebrew. The ordered rituals and symbols of the 
Passover Seder help us tell the story of the Jewish people’s liberation from slavery 
in Egypt. The symbols of Passover are meant to evoke within our collective 
memories the sights, sounds, smells, and emotions of this most significant moment 
in the narrative of our faith. But why? What is behind this tradition of retelling this 
story of exodus? The Talmud, the collection of Jewish thought and law, instructs 
individuals in each generation to recount the story as our own personal exodus 
from Egypt. The Passover Seder takes us on a collective journey in order to 
connect us to generations that have passed before us and challenge us to pass 
on this story of redemption to current and future generations with a sense of 
moral clarity.

Leader: Though Passover celebrates the Jewish people’s freedom from slavery in Egypt,  
it is truly a re-telling and celebration of much more. Passover also tells the story 
and highlights the values of faith, liberty, justice, and community. Tonight, let us 
reflect on our shared stories and values. We acknowledge that although our 
religious affiliations may be different, we are united in our desire to live a life 
guided by values, some of which are universally shared, from our particular faiths. 
It is our collective duty to work together and support each other to build an 
inclusive and fair community where all have the freedom of religion. 

Leader: During the traditional Seder, we join together and drink four cups of wine: a cup 
for each of the promises of freedom God made to the Israelites as God led us 
out from slavery in Egypt. Tonight, we join together and make four new promises; 
promises not about breaking the shackles of Egyptian slavery, but about our 
obligations as peoples of faith to counter bigotry and create bonds of friendship 
and partnership. We do so calling for a better tomorrow, one in which all are 
blessed to live freely as equal members of our community.

(ALL READ BOLDED TEXT IN UNISON) 

 1. We will remind ourselves that each individual in our community, and on this 
earth, was created humbly in the image of God.

 2. We will strive to treat our neighbors with the respect with which we ourselves 
would like to be treated.

 3. We will act to support those in need in our community.

 4. We will encourage ourselves and others to welcome the stranger, so that  
our communities reflect the wide diversity of our world.
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The First Cup: Kadesh קדש 

Reader: From biblical times to modern times, as society has been scarred by 
bigotry and oppression, history has also been marked by remedies of 
freedom and equality. When we reflect tonight on our shared history 
and community, we acknowledge that, even in today’s free society, 
many people still are bound by hardships and challenges that make 
them virtual slaves to their circumstances.

Reader:  Many of us live our lives unaware of the depth of need that 
permeates our community. Some of us see the effects of poverty, but 
are unsure of how to help. The first step in our fight to alleviate poverty 
lies in awareness and recognition of the problem. Current data shows 
that one in three children in Dallas lives in poverty. More than 4,000 
students in the Dallas Independent School District are homeless. One 
in six people in North Texas struggles to provide adequate food for 
themselves and their family. It is imperative that we, as members of 
the greater Dallas community, acknowledge  
this need and take steps to alleviate it.

Reader:  Today is a day to stand in the shoes of others, to remember that all 
have the right to a life of dignity and opportunity. We do so standing 
together and calling for a better tomorrow, one in which all members 
of our community are blessed to have access to health services, 
nutritious food, a good education, meaningful work and a safe  
place to live.

All:  We raise our glass in recognition of individuals and families struggling 
in our community, acknowledge our shared value to care for the 
vulnerable and that each of us has the power and responsibility  
to make positive social change in order to create the community  
that we want for ourselves and our children.  

 ברוך אתה יי אלהינו מלך העולם בורא פרי הגפן
Baruch ata Adonai, Eloheinu, melech ha’olam, borei p’ri ha’gafen

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, ruler of the universe, who creates the fruit of the vine.

(Raise glass and drink following the blessing.)
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Green Vegetable: Karpas כרפס 

Reader: Karpas is from the Greek word Karpos, which means “fruit of the soil.”  
This is traditionally represented in the form of parsley, as we honor the 
beginning of spring. Spring symbolizes new life after a harsh winter 
and new hope after a season of darkness. 

Reader: Our harsh winter is the lack of justice and equality. As we dip our 
karpas, let us be filled with the hope that spring will come. Justice will 
blossom and equality will burst forth. Let this karpas be a symbol of 
that continued hope.

All: Tonight, we eat parsley dipped in salt water, a symbol of the tears 
shed by the Israelites during their enslavement in Egypt, to remind 
us of the suffering of all people. It is our obligation, as people of faith 
and as members of this community, to do what we can to lighten the 
load of those less fortunate and to show compassion for all those who 
continue to face oppression.

ברוך אתה יי אלהינו מלך העולם בורא פרי האדמה
Baruch ata Adonai Elohenu, melech ha’olam, borei p’ri ha’adama

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, ruler of the universe, creator of the fruits of the Earth.  
May the blessings of Your bountiful harvests be enjoyed by all of humankind.

Breaking The Middle Matzah: Yachatz יחץ 

Reader:  As long as anyone in the world is afflicted, none of us can be whole. 
Hatred and bigotry break souls and tear our diverse communities into 
pieces. The breaking of this matzah is an acknowledgment that while 
we’ve come a long way, our community remains broken. Yet, the 
middle matzah is not just a symbol of despair. Half of the matzah  
is hidden away, and our meal cannot end until it has been found 
and enjoyed by every guest at the Seder. May our gathering  
tonight spread a message of embracing diversity, inclusion, and 
promoting peace in our greater community. 

All: May the stories we tell tonight embolden each of us to open our 
hearts, minds and communities to those who face hatred and bigotry.

(Dip green vegetable in salt water, then together recite blessing 
 over the Karpas, and then eat the parsley.)
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Telling the Story: Maggid מגיד 

Leader:  This is the portion of the Seder when we recount the story of the 
Israelites’ exodus from Egypt. Even before we begin this story, we 
pause to recite the ancient rabbinic text of Ha Lachma Anya. The 
importance and centrality of the value of “acknowledging affliction” 
is implicitly expressed in this passage:

 “This is the bread of affliction that our ancestors ate in Egypt. Let all 
who are hungry come and eat; let all who are in need come and 
share our Passover. This year here, next year in the land of Israel;  
this year oppressed, next year free.” 

 

Leader:  We were slaves in Egypt and God brought us out from there with 
a strong hand and an outstretched arm. If God had not brought 
the Jews out from Egypt, then we, our children, and our children’s 
children might still have been slaves in Egypt. Even though we have 
told the story before and know it well, it is still our duty to tell it. This is 
the traditional text of the Maggid (mah-geed), the story that serves 
as the backbone of the Seder. Though we tell the same story each 
Passover and ask the same questions about the rituals it has inspired, 
the answers to these questions change as we grow with each  
passing year. 

Reader: Tonight, we think about the shared universal values that shape our 
families, our faiths, and the evolution of our greater community in 
Dallas. We remind ourselves that we have inherited values from 
our faiths, which influence actions and relationships in our lives. Our 
faiths encourage us to build a family or a network of individuals that 
become family and community. We are encouraged to build places 
of dwelling for ourselves and our greater community together. We 
create stories and memories in these homes and places of worship 
with our families and friends; memories that can last a lifetime.

Reader: For each of us, always, and especially in times of this public health 
crisis, having a physical space to “shelter in place” is of utmost value. 
Yet as of March 2020, the Metro Dallas Homeless Alliance reported 
4,471 homeless individuals in Dallas and Collin Counties, and of those, 
1,619 are unsheltered homeless individuals. These individuals create 
different stories in their lives; ones that lack the basic necessity of 
shelter. As we recall the story of Passover, may we acknowledge  
the power of our home, recognize the great need that exists in  
our community and make efforts to support those working to  
end homelessness.
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The Four Questions: Ma Nishtana מה נשתנה

Leader:  One of the most recognizable pieces of the traditional Passover 
Seder is the asking of the Four Questions, meant to help us better 
understand the meaning of the Seder rituals and biblical redemption 
from oppression. Tonight, we hear contemporary questions and 
responses from four leaders in our community to help connect our 
ancient rituals to challenges in today’s society.

ALL QUESTIONS (IN BOLD) READ IN UNISON

All: While some are content to look only inward, how does our faith 
compel us to welcome the stranger?

Speaker:  Minister April Bowman, Founder and CEO, Bold Believers United 

 We were created with an innate yearning for connection—to God 
our Creator and one another. As our schedules have become so 
full, our minds occupied with information and entertainment at our 
finger tips and our attention pulled in many directions, twenty-four 
hours a day, often times our connection to who matters most is easily 
weakened. As people of faith, we are reminded that the greatest 
commandments are to, “love God with all our heart, soul, strength 
and love our neighbor as ourselves.” Therefore, our response must be 
reconnecting with God and even those we identify as neighbors as 
well as strangers. We were never meant to exist as strangers but rather 
as sisters and brothers, one body, one race—human, comprised 
of a myriad of beautiful distinctions, purposefully designed, valued 
and loved. “How can we say, I love God and hate our brother or 
sister?” We may not utter words of hate but indifference, inaction 
and rejection speak loudly. It is through the love that we have and 
tangibly give one to another that reflects the depth of our faith.  
Let us welcome the stranger to their rightful place—into our hearts 
and lives.

All: How does our faith compel us to fight to alleviate poverty? 

Speaker:  Imam Azhar Subedar, Islamic Association of Collin County

 Food: Pinnacle for any creations’ survival.

 Faith: The blueprint to ensure food is both accessible to all and 
appreciated by all.



10   JCRC INTERFAITH SEDER 2020/5780 

 25,000 people lose their lives, daily, to hunger. What am I inspired through my 
faith to do about it?

  In Islam, I am taught first, that food is a blessing: The Quran states: “And eat of 
the things which Allah has provided for you, lawful and good, and fear Allah in 
Whom you believe.” (5:88)

 Thus, I must never waste food: “O Children of Adam! Take your adornment  
(by wearing your clean clothes), while praying and going round the Ka’bah, 
and eat and drink but waste not by extravagance, certainly, Allah likes not 
those who waste by extravagance”. (7:31)

 Consequently, all blessings are to be shared. So long as I ensure food is 
accessible to those around me, faith will remain within me. Said the Prophet 
Muhammad, Peace be upon him: “The person who sleeps full while his 
neighbor sleeps hungry is not a true believer.”

 May I live what I believe, to become who I should, to restore what is needed, 
for a people and a world that is desperately waiting. Amen. 

All: How does our faith encourage us to address our society’s struggle with 
discrimination and injustice?

Speaker:  Dr. Michael W. Waters, Founder and Lead Pastor,  
Abundant Life African Methodist Episcopal Church

 Among the greatest promulgators of discriminatory acts and instigators of 
ideologies of injustice are faith communities. The failure of the faithful to fully 
embody their tenets has led to unfathomable suffering among the masses. 
This horrid record of atrocities extends from mutilation to genocide, from 
enslavement to displacement, from redlining to price gouging, and has 
frequently been enacted in the name of God. Even when faith communities 
have not acted directly, their silence has made them complicit in the suffering 
of their neighbors. 

 Before we dare speak on how faith emboldens us to address society’s 
struggles, we must repent for how we remain complicit in the manifestation  
of these struggles today.

 LORD, please forgive us. 

 Our holy texts promote the possibilities inherent in a world where the faithful 
embrace shared values of peace and justice. Within these hallowed pages 
are proclamation and story that prophetically push us to embrace a better 
way, holy sayings and godly precedent that pave a path of righteousness 
upon which we are beckoned to follow, learn, and grow together  
in community. 
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 Therefore, let us make haste, move our values from the page to the  
people, and bear consistent witness to the divine illuminated in our 
neighbors’ countenances. 

 All: How does our faith guide us to believe that all of humanity, each and every 
individual, is created in the image of God?

Speaker: Reverend Dr. Neil Thomas, Senior Pastor,  
Cathedral of Hope United Church of Christ

 The polarization of individuals that focus so much on our differences is at an 
all-time high. Male, female, Transgender, gender fluid, black, brown, white, 
straight and gay, Christian, Muslim, Jew, Hindu, right and left—all of these 
labels used to polarize, stigmatize and stereotype individuals so that quick  
and easy judgments can be made about an individual’s values, morals  
and behavior.

 How did we ever get here and how can we ever return to a community  
that celebrates the differences of one another?

 These questions cause me sleepless nights, but they are questions that our 
faith responds to both in the stories of creation and in the experience of a 
developing world.

 In the beginning God created humankind in God’s very own image and  
saw that it was good, yes, very good. 

 God made all humankind in all of God’s images. To see another human 
being is to see God, as God created us. It is there right at the very 
beginning of the creation story. It was that important to the writers that it 
was placed at the beginning of it all.

 Help us God to see you in everyone, that we might move beyond the labels 
and their attempts at dehumanization, so that we can truly welcome all, 
created in the image of God.
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The Four Children: Arba’a Yeladim ארבעה ילדים 

Leader: At the Passover Seder, we consider the questions of “four children,” 
each of whom reacts differently to the Exodus narrative. The 
responses are tailored to fit each “child” and to make room at the 
table for many perspectives and approaches. Together they affirm 
the belief that not only are all welcome, but that all of us have a bit of 
each child in us, and when we sit together we are strengthened and 
encouraged to continue the sacred work of seeking liberty, justice, 
and equality for all. 

All:  What does the activist child ask? 

Reader: How can I pursue justice?  
Empower her always to seek pathways to advocate for the 
vulnerable. As Proverbs teaches, “Speak up for the mute, for the rights 
of the unfortunate. Speak up, judge righteously, champion the poor 
and the needy.” (Proverbs 31:8-9)

All: What does the skeptical child ask? 

Reader:  How can I solve problems of such enormity?  
Encourage him by explaining that he need not solve the problems, 
but he must at least do something. An authentic hadith of Prophet 
Muhammad (peace be upon him) says: “Whosoever of you sees an 
evil, let him change it with his hands, and if he is not able to do so, 
then let him change it with his tongue, and if he is not able to do so, 
then with his heart -- and that is the weakest of faith.”

All: What does the indifferent child say? 

Reader:  Why is it my responsibility? 
Persuade her that responsibility cannot be shirked.  
“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught 
in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of 
destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly.”  
(Dr. King, 1963)

All: And the uninformed child who does not know how to ask. 

Reader:  Prompt him to see himself as an inheritor of the biblical legacy.  
Jewish tradition teaches us that “it is not your responsibility to 
complete the work, but neither are you free to desist from it.”  
(Pirkei Avot: Ethics of the Fathers)



Shared Universal Values    13

The 10 Plagues: Eser Ha’makot עשר המכות 

Leader: The traditional Passover Seder lists ten plagues sent to afflict the Egyptians, 
which were sent due to Pharaoh’s refusal to free the Israelites following 
pleas by Moses. The suffering experienced by the Egyptians during the 
plagues diminishes the joy we feel, and we symbolize this by removing  
a drop of grape juice from our cups as we list the plagues. 

 As we read each of these contemporary plagues aloud, we dip a finger 
into the grape juice and touch a drop onto our plate. By removing a drop 
of grape juice from our cup we symbolically show that our blessings are 
diminished by the suffering of others.

(All Read in Unison Together)

1.    Our cup is diminished when gender inequality exists.

2.    Our cup is diminished when human rights are threatened. 

3.    Our cup is diminished when our global climate is distressed.

4.    Our cup is diminished when hunger persists in a land of plenty.

5.    Our cup is diminished when we allow political affiliation to divide us. 

6.    Our cup is diminished when children are abandoned in failing schools. 

7.    Our cup is diminished when any and all forms of racism and  
       discrimination exist.

8.    Our cup is diminished when affordable, quality healthcare is not  
       accessible to all.

9.    Our cup is diminished when resources do not reach the people and  
       communities who need them most.

10.  Our cup is diminished when fear of today’s immigrants violates  
       the humanity of our neighbors and dishonors our own struggles for  
       acceptance even though we were once immigrants ourselves.
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Dayenu: Dayenu דיינו

Leader: After recognizing there are still many challenges to overcome, it is 
important for us to voice our gratitude for the things that bring us 
together and where we are today in society.

 In the traditional Passover Seder, participants thank God for the 
miracles God performed and say, in Hebrew, “Dayenu”—this alone 
would have been enough. 

 Though we have not yet achieved freedom and equality for all, in 
tonight’s Seder we join together to acknowledge aloud the blessings 
we do enjoy.

All:  We are grateful that we, in the greater Dallas area, have the ability  
to live in a diverse community.

 We are grateful to be in a democracy in which we are able  
to influence our government’s policies.

 We are grateful for all the members of our community who give  
their time, their energy, and their voice to combat oppression  
and racism, and to fight for justice.

 We are grateful that we live in modern times with technological 
and medical developments that aim to better the world for all.

 We are grateful that we have the chance to reflect on the work that  
is already being done, and own the great task that lies ahead of us.

All Sing:
Dye Dye-ay-nu, Dye Dye-ay-nu, Dye Dye-ay-nu

 Dayenu, Dayenu (x2)
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The Second Cup: Kos Sheini כוס שני

Leader: On this night, we come together in gratitude to God for the blessings  
we have been given. It is in recognition of these blessings that we  
recognize the values that lead to action. 

All: We commit ourselves to seeing the humanity in all. 
 We commit ourselves to being the agents of positive change in our communities.  
 We commit ourselves to living with moral courage.

Reader:  Judaism teaches that each of us was created B’tzelem Elohim, in God’s 
image. In this notion, we affirm that there is holiness in our diversity, and that 
our differences celebrate God’s creation. Many other faith traditions that  
exist in this world hold similar values. Our shared values teach us to look 
beyond ourselves for the good of the world around us. We commit ourselves 
to this tonight.

 ברוך אתה יי אלהינו מלך העולם בורא פרי הגפן
Baruch ata Adonai, Eloheinu, melech ha’olam, borei p’ri ha’gafen

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, ruler of the universe, who creates the fruit of the vine.

(Raise glass and drink following the blessing.)
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The Symbols of Passover

Leader: Symbolic foods are an essential part of the Passover Seder. And no 
Seder is complete without an explanation of the roles these foods 
play in our evening as well as suggestions for how we might  
internalize their meaning. 

Shank Bone: Zeroah זרוע 

Reader: On the Seder plate, you will find a roasted shank bone, a reminder 
that the Israelites’ celebration of Passover was accompanied by an 
animal sacrifice at the Temple in Jerusalem. One of the remarkable 
features of this particular sacrifice was that it was to be eaten not just 
by the priests in the Temple, but all who made the pilgrimage to the 
Holy City during the festival. The shank bone, then, is also a symbol of 
equality—a reminder that holiness should not be reserved for the few, 
but granted to everyone. 

Reader: Today we ask ourselves, “What am I willing to sacrifice to ensure 
an inclusive and equitable community? What will I give up so that 
all may be equal?” When we look at the shank bone, we must ask 
ourselves to have the moral courage to stand up and speak out for 
peace, justice and equality. 

Matzah: Matzah מצה

Reader: The most recognizable symbolic food of Passover is Matzah. As 
the Israelites were preparing to flee Pharaoh and their Egyptian 
enslavement, they were in such haste that there was not enough 
time for their bread to rise. Instead, they rushed to freedom with only 
Matzah, unleavened bread, to sustain them. Thus they began their 
path to belonging and peoplehood. 



Shared Universal Values    17

Speaker:  Rabbi Ari Sunshine, Senior Rabbi, Congregation Shearith Israel

 Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks teaches that the call to invite others  
to join our Seder feast offers a powerful lesson about the difference 
between slavery and freedom. Matzah can be either the food that 
the Israelites ate as slaves in Egypt, or the food that they ate in haste 
while they left Egypt as free people. The key to transforming this bread 
from the bread of slavery to the bread of freedom is our willingness 
to invite others to share that bread with us. By doing so we turn the 
fear of when our next meal might come into faith and hope that, by 
reaching out to a stranger in need, we actually achieve freedom for 
ourselves and bring freedom and God into the world. This Passover, 
amidst the COVID-19 crisis, we may not be able to share our physical 
Seder tables with others, but we are still called to extend a hand—
even if only virtually—to those who are struggling and in pain. May 
we all find ways in these days and weeks ahead to offer vital support, 
comfort, faith and hope to our fellows, and may our country and our 
world know healing soon.

ברוך אתה יי אלהינו מלך העולם אשר קדשנו
במצותיו וצונו על אכילת מצה 

Baruch ata Adonai, Eloheinu, melech ha-olam,  
a’sher kideshanu ba’mitzvotav v’tzivanu al achilat matzah

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who makes us  
holy through your commandments, and commands us to eat matzah.

(We join together in the blessing over the matzah.  
Lift up a piece of matzah and eat a piece after the blessing.)

ברוך אתה יי אלהינו מלך העולם
 המוציא לחם מן הארץ 

Baruch ata Adonai, Eloheinu, melech ha-olam,  
hamotzi lehem meen ha’aretz

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe,  
who brings forth bread from the Earth.
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ברוך אתה יי אלהינו מלך העולם אשר קדשנו
במצותיו וצונו על אכילת מרור 

Baruch ata Adonai Elohenu, Melech ha’olam, 
asher kideshanu be’mitzvotav ve’tzivanu al achilat maror

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, ruler of the universe, who has made us  
holy with God’s commandments and commanded us to eat bitter herbs.

Hillel Sandwich: Koreich כורך

Reader:  On Passover, we also eat charoset, a sweet mix of apples, nuts and 
cinnamon. Although charoset tastes sweet, it symbolizes the mortar 
the Jewish people used to build and keep the bricks together when 
they were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt.

(Take two pieces of matzah and create a sandwich with charoset and bitter herbs.)

Reader:  During the Passover Seder, we eat a sandwich of maror and charoset 
between two pieces of matzah, called a Hillel Sandwich, named 
after the Jewish sage Hillel. This year’s Seder is truly represented in this 
sandwich—the sweetness of the warmth of community in spirit mixed 
with the bitterness of the current reality that keeps us physically apart. 

(We join together in the blessing over the maror. Lift up maror and eat a piece after the blessing.)

Bitter Herbs: Maror מרור

Reader:  Another important Passover symbol is maror, bitter herbs. Bitter herbs 
serve as a reminder of how the Egyptians embittered the lives of 
the Israelite slaves. Tonight, when we eat these bitter herbs, we also 
reflect on the bitterness of the scapegoating, bullying, harassment, 
and racism that has expended as a result of fear and anxiety during 
an international public health crisis. When we eat these bitter herbs, 
we partake in the bitterness of a community that contains bigotry  
and hatred of all kinds.

All: It is our obligation, as people of faith and as members of this 
community, to acknowledge the discrimination and injustice that 
exist, and work together to build a better community for all.
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Festival Meal: Shulchan Oreich שולחן עורך
Prayer offered by Most Revered Edward J. Burns, Catholic Diocese of Dallas

Good and gracious God, we participate in the breaking of bread before you. You 
are the source of all wisdom, of every value we all know to be true: “For the Lord 
gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding.” This wisdom, 
written on all of our hearts, teaches us many things. Charity: For “He who oppresses 
a poor man insults his Maker, but he who is kind to the needy honors him.” Humility: 
For “He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and he who rules his spirit 
better than he who takes a city.” And Justice: For “Evil men will not go unpunished, 
but those who are righteous will be delivered.” But above all, this wisdom teaches 
us the boundless value of love, whether love of you, which we strive to do with our 
hearts, souls and might, or of our neighbors as ourselves. Bless us with this wisdom, so 
that we might bring your peace to the world. We ask this in your holy name. Amen.

Grace After Meal: Birkat Hamazon ברכת המזון

 בריך רחמנא מלכא דעלמה מרי דחי פיתא
Brich rahamana malka d’alma marei d’hai pita 

Blessed is the merciful one, Sovereign of the universe, Creator of bread.  
Oh Lord prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and simple, tried and true, 

 and with thanksgiving I’ll be a living sanctuary for you. 
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The Third Cup: Kos Shlishi  כוס שלישי

Leader: The pursuit of justice is central to many faiths. Judaism, Christianity  
and Islam, by example, share this mantra through their respective 
scriptures. For Jews, being the stranger in a strange land is the 
quintessential reason to demand justice for all. “You shall not oppress 
the stranger. You know the feelings of the stranger, for you were 
strangers in the land of Egypt.” (Exodus 23:9)

Reader: Turn from injustice and alienation and toward life. The kingdom of 
God is present. And in this kingdom, God has special concern for the 
wellbeing of the vulnerable, the excluded, and oppressed (Mark 1:15)

Reader:  (Asad) O You who have attained to faith! Be ever steadfast in your 
devotion to God, bearing witness to the truth in all equity; and never 
let hatred of anyone lead you into the sin of deviating from justice. 
(Quran 5:8)

Reader: Judges and officers shall you appoint in all your gates, which the Lord 
your God gives you, throughout your tribes; and they shall judge the 
people with just judgment. You shall not pervert judgment; you shall 
not take a bribe; for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise, and perverts 
the words of the righteous. Justice, justice shall you pursue, that you 
may live, and inherit the land which the Lord your God gives you. 
(Deuteronomy 16:18–20)

Reader:  Who is denied justice? Is it the one with different color skin? Is it the 
one with different religious beliefs? Is it the one with different political 
beliefs? Is it the one with different countries of origin? Our community, 
along with our great faith traditions, is made stronger by our diversity. 
Be it age, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, or something as trite as 
the color of our hair or eyes, our diversity and our appreciation of one 
another’s differences, make us each better. May our common pursuit 
of justice be based on respect and integrity for all.
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 ברוך אתה יי אלהינו מלך העולם בורא פרי הגפן
Baruch ata Adonai, Eloheinu, melech ha’olam, borei p’ri ha’gafen

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, ruler of the universe, who creates the fruit of the vine.

(Raise glass and drink following the blessing.)

Praise: Hallel הלל

Reader:  As the Seder nears its conclusion, Jews traditionally sing songs of 
praise to God. The Seder recounts the Exodus of the Jews from Egypt, 
the journey from slavery to freedom. Taking away one’s voice and 
personal agency is a fundamental feature of slavery that precludes 
prayer. Tonight, we praise God as individuals and as a community  
to express gratitude and humility, and to articulate our hopes.

All:  Halleluyah! Praise God. 
From the heavens, offer praise to ADONAI, 
on high, offer praise: 
all angels, offer praise to God, 
all the hosts of heaven, offer praise to God,  
sun and moon, offer praise to God, 
bright stars, offer praise to God, 
highest heavens and waters above, offer praise to God;  
may all praise the name ADONAI. 
For God commanded they be born, 
set them in their places forever, 
and fixed the boundaries they never cross. 
(Psalm 148: 1–6)

All: Tonight we raise our glass in recognition of the goals we share,  
and express our gratitude that we live in a country that strives  
toward liberty and justice for all. Tonight, we welcome the  
opportunity to seek equality and equity for all.
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Conclusion: Nirtzah נרצה 

Leader:  Our Seder is now coming to a close. We celebrated our freedom, 
learned about the barriers that still plague our communities, and 
affirmed our faith. 

All:  Be among the disciples of Aaron—love peace and pursue peace, 
love humanity, and bring them close to God’s teachings. 
Pirkei Avot (Ethics of the Fathers) 1:12

The Fourth Cup: Kos Revi’i כוס רביעי 

Leader: We thank God for our freedom to live in a diverse society, where 
we have the privilege to live alongside people of different origins—
to learn from one another, to coexist and to build an inclusive 
environment. 

All:  We have the tools in place to create a welcoming, inclusive, and 
equitable community for all. It is our responsibility to use opportunities 
to take action and make a difference.

Leader: We come together, as people of faith, to expect nothing but kindness 
and respect within our communities and beyond, and to combat all 
expressions of hate and prejudice. We will use our collective voice to 
speak for those who cannot.

 ברוך אתה יי אלהינו מלך העולם בורא פרי הגפן
Baruch ata Adonai, Eloheinu, melech ha’olam, borei p’ri ha’gafen

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, ruler of the universe, who creates the fruit of the vine.

(Raise glass and drink following the blessing.)
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Passover Seder Glossary

The Seder Plate

The bitter herbs symbolize the bitterness of life as a slave.

The hard-boiled egg symbolizes the cycle of life.

The parsley symbolizes the initial flourishing of the Israelites and the coming of Spring.

The lettuce symbolizes the bitter enslavement of our Jewish ancestors in Egypt.

The sweetness of the charoset symbolizes freedom, and the appearance symbolizes  
the mortar Pharoah forced the slaves to use to make bricks.

The shank bone symbolizes the sacrifice made as a special offering at the Temple,  
when it stood in Jerusalem.

The matzah symbolizes freedom and the urgency of redemption. 

Seder

The word Haggadah comes from the Hebrew word להגיד (leh-hageed), which means  
“to tell”. Thus, the Haggadah is the retelling of the Israelites journey from slavery in Egypt  
to freedom.

The four cups of wine symbolize each of the promises of freedom God made to the Israelites  
as God led them out towards freedom.

Rabbi Hillel was a first century sage who argued that the matzah and bitter herbs should  
be eaten together rather than separately, symbolizing a positive approach to life’s hardships. 
This is why we eat a Hillel sandwich during the Seder.
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