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Federation’s Annual Summer 
Concert Returns on August 22
Celebrated Jewish musician Rick Recht will 
be backed by the Berkshire Jewish Musicians 
Collective to benefit local ADL anti-bias training
PITTSFIELD – On Monday, August 22 
at 7 p.m., join the Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires for our annual concert, 
this year featuring Rick Recht – one 
of the most influential and celebrated 
Jewish artists and leaders of our time. 
His innovations in Jewish music, 
media, and leadership training have 
had a profound impact on the fabric of 
Jewish life. 

Recht will be joined by the Berkshire 
Jewish Musicians Collective for an 
evening of joyful, soulful, and powerful 
music. Concert proceeds to benefit the 
ADL’s A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE® 
anti-bias peer training program in 
Berkshire County schools.

The concert will take place at Knesset 
Israel, 16 Colt Road in Pittsfield. This 
event is funded in part by PJ Library, 
the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, and 
generous underwriters.  RICK RECHT, 

continued on page 6

Rick Recht 

“Birds of a Feather: Anti-Semitism 
on the Far Right and the Far Left”
Attorney and Boston Herald columnist Jeffrey 
Robbins at Knosh & Knowledge on July 22
GREAT BARRINGTON – On Friday, July 22, at 10:45 a.m., Knosh & Knowledge 
welcomes Jeffrey Robbins, litigator, pundit, and former US Delegate to the United 
Nations Human Rights Commission. His topic will be: “Birds of a Feather: Anti-
Semitism on the Far Right and the Far Left.” 

He’ll talk about anti-Semitic narratives emanating from both sides of the polit-
ical spectrum, as well as the corrosive influence of the Boycott, Divestment, and 
Sanctions (BDS) movement nationally and in Massachusetts.

Knosh & Knowledge programs take place at Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, 
270 State Road in Great Barrington. For more on this free program and other 
Federation events, visit our calendar of events at jewishberkshires.org. Masking 
at indoor Federation events is optional, but encouraged.

About Our Speaker
Jeff Robbins handles high-stakes litigation for 

companies and individuals who are entangled in 
corporate, shareholder, employment, and a variety of 
other disputes. During his more than 35 years as a 
litigator and trial lawyer, he has represented parties 
in high-profile First Amendment, corporate takeover, 
employment, breach of fiduciary duty and fraud-
based cases, and has guided numerous companies, 
non-profits and individuals through matters involving 
intense media scrutiny. His notable cases include his 
successful defense of newspapers and other compa-
nies sued for defamation, resulting in two seminal 
defamation decisions issued by the Massachusetts 
Supreme Judicial Court upholding summary judg-
ment for prominent defendants.

Robbins was appointed Assistant US Attorney 
for the District of Massachusetts, 
where he focused on civil fraud 
cases and money laundering inves-
tigations, as well as investigations 
involving hospitals, physicians 
and pharmacies. In 1999 and then 
again in 2000 he was appointed by 
President Clinton as a US Delegate 
to the United Nations Human Rights 
Commission in Geneva, Switzerland.

Beyond his legal practice, Robbins 
is a weekly columnist for the Boston 
Herald, writing about politics, foreign 

On Friday, August 19  
at 10:45 a.m., Knosh 
& Knowledge welcomes 
BSO violist emeritus 
and music scholar 
Mark Ludwig for “Our 
Will to Live: Art and 
Music In Terezín,” a 
talk about his new 
book on the aston-
ishing cultural 
community that 
persevered in this 
Nazi camp outside 
the city of Prague. 
Shown at left is a 
flyer for a concert by 
the Ledec Quartet 
that was created in 
Terezín. For more 
information about 
this program, plus 
an appreciation 
of Ludwig’s book, 
please turn to  
page 26.
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RABBI REFLECTION

A Return to Home From Home
Enjoying a Shabbat Shabbaton and living family 
life as “Jewish civilians” in Israel
By Rabbi Jodie Gordon

to me. My answer to that question orbits around two core truths. First, as Mother 
Theresa said, “If you want to change the world, go home and love your family.” 
And secondly, one way or another, my family’s life is organized around the people 
of Israel. Hevreh is our organizing principle, and without Hevreh, it literally took 
the land, state, and people of Israel to fill that space with something equally 
enlivening. The Jewish people and the rhythm of the Jewish year make our lives 
brighter, richer, and more vibrant.

Before leaving on this sabbatical, we were asked by friends and family: “So, 
what’s your plan? What are you going to do on your sabbatical?”. 

My real answer, the deep-down heart truth, was that beyond the reading and 
writing I wanted to do and the Hebrew class I took – my real goal for my sabbat-
ical was to live as a Jewish civilian. I wanted to soak up and live on Jewish time 
– and I wanted to do it next to my family, not from the distance that my profes-
sional life often necessitates. Our time in Israel followed one of my favorite arcs 
on the Jewish calendar: just ten days after we arrived, it was Purim. One month 

later, Pesach. And then, like blasts of the ram’s horn, the siren for Yom HaShoah, 
and then Yom HaZikaron. And then, the exuberance of Yom Ha’atzmaut. 

Perhaps even more remarkable were the twelve blissful Shabbatot spent with 
Josh and our girls – many weeks with his sister and her family in Jerusalem, 
sometimes with the next-door neighbors on Gordon Street who became our 
friends, and, a few times, just the four of us around the wobbly Ikea table in our 
rental apartment with tea candles and juice, and the challah that eventually won 
our neighborhood taste test as the best one around. After dinner, the favorite of 
the new family Shabbat traditions: Shabbat Sha’brownies. 

It wasn’t long after we arrived that I began to encounter the question: “So, 
how long are you here for? You’re just visiting?” Taxi drivers especially love to ask 
this question – and usually follow up with some version of “What are you waiting 
for? Make aliyah!” I swear, the State of Israel should pay taxi drivers to do their 
hasbara outreach work. I quickly learned the word for sabbatical– “Ani ba’Shab-
baton m’avodah sheli.” I’m here on a Shabbaton, a sabbatical from my work, I 
would answer. 

And truly, the last three months were a Shabbat Shabbaton – a grand cessa-
tion from the routines and the work that shape my life and the life of my family. 
For three months, the people and the land of Israel became the organizing prin-
ciple for our time – the weekend began after the girls’ afterschool programs on 
Thursday. 

Friday mornings were for debating where to buy a challah this week. 
Shabbat mornings were for driving to Jerusalem to see Bibi, Josh’s ailing 

mom, and Shabbat lunch at my sister-in-law’s house, where the girls comman-
deered the Legos long discarded by their older cousins.

Saturday night, or Motzei Shabbat, was a time for a walk to our favorite gelato 
place, Golda (although, to be honest, so were many other nights of the week). 

Rabbi Jodie Gordon with husband (and 
Federation board member) Josh Bloom and 

daughters Goldie  and Lola

Perhaps the biggest thrill for me was to see all 
of this joyful Jewish living unfold through the 

eyes of my two daughters . . . to see Jewish life 
everywhere, all around you, every day.

RABBI REFLECTION, 
continued on page 4

“Welcome home.” 
That’s what the guy at 

passport control said to 
us when we landed at JFK 
Airport after nearly three 
months away during my 
sabbatical – “ welcome 
home.” As a born and bred 
New Yorker, it almost didn’t 
faze me, until my older 
daughter Lola looked up 
and said, “That’s funny. He 
said welcome home, and so 
did the guy who stamped 
our passports when we 
landed in Israel!” As a newly 
seasoned traveler, it’s possible 
she thinks this is just the 
customary greeting for arriving 
anywhere – which is a very 
hopeful and generous view of 
the world we live in. But in reality – our return to the US was a return to home 
from home.

I feel fortunate that during this Shmitta year, I could take my sabbatical from 
my work here at Hevreh as a rabbi and spend that time living in Tel Aviv in an 
apartment that, coincidentally, was on JL Gordon Street. My husband Josh 
worked remotely while our daughters were with Amit, an amazing Israeli woman 
who was their tutor/nanny/music teacher/personal tour guide to life in Tel Aviv. 
On those days when my family members were all spoken for, I would lace up my 
sneakers, grab my Kindle and just start walking.

Walk a bit, stop for a coffee and a few chapters.
Walk a bit more, find a beautiful park, or maybe a bench on the tayelet in front 

of the ocean, and a few more chapters, or sometimes a whole book, before walking 
a bit more and finding something to eat or look at or, sometimes, something 
beautiful to buy. Two nights a week, I would leave our little apartment on Gordon 
Street to go to my Hebrew class, where I was surrounded by young olim from 
South Africa and France who had never met a Reform rabbi before.

On the days when we didn’t have childcare, Josh and I would invent family 
itineraries for the day, making our way around Tel Aviv, taking day trips around 
the mercaz, balancing between what we jokingly called “Birthright Gordon-
Bloom” days when we’d visit historical sites and museums, and days that were 
just plain fun.

Since we’ve been back, lots of people have asked: “So, how was it?” 
And I’ve been thinking about how to answer – how to put into words the expe-

rience of total relocation and what that time and place meant to our family and 



The color photography in this issue of the Berkshire Jewish 
Voice is made possible through the generosity of Jack Myers  
& Ronda Carnegie and Jim Heeger and Daryl Messinger, 
honorary publishers. The staff of the Federation and the  
BJV are deeply grateful.
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Roman Rozenblyum.
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Thank you to our supporters!
The Berkshire Jewish Voice extends a very special

“thank you” to our voluntary subscribers

Name to be listed: _________________________________________________
p I wish to remain anonymous

SEED WHAT YOU READ! BECOME A SUBSCRIBER TODAY!
Yes, I support the Berkshire Jewish Voice! Please accept my voluntary 
tax-deductible subscription contribution.

Mail check payable to: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
196 South Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201
(Please add Berkshire Jewish Voice in the memo)

_____ $360 Mensch & Honorary Publisher
(Supports color printing in one edition of the Voice)

____ $180 Sponsor    ____ $72 Patron    ____ $36 Friend    ____ $18 Supporter    

Anonymous – 2
Elaine and Charlie Brenner
Estelle Miller

57 Households 
have donated so far
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Support This Newspaper as a Voluntary Subscriber!
Looking back on a year covering the changing Jewish Berkshires
By Albert Stern / BJV Editor

something like: “Good news – you’re off the hook! You don’t have to write the 
column this month!” 

The blistering response I got from that rabbi – a ‘how dare you?’ that Greta 
Thunberg would be proud of – made me understand that our clergy does not 
approach the column as a chore, but as messages they put much of their hearts 
and minds into crafting. If you read the Rabbi Reflection column in each issue, 
you’ll be aware that no matter which synagogue you choose to attend in the 
Berkshires, you’ll be in good hands. At Federation, we are lucky to have our 
rabbis as partners in our work.

Carol Goodman Kaufman, our Traveling With Jewish Taste columnist, is a 
stalwart for this paper. In addition to her entertaining stories in each issue about 
Jewish foods and how they tie into the Tribe’s history, this year, she also contrib-
uted interviews with bestselling authors Dara Horn and Anita Diamant, both of 
whom appeared at Federation events. I am so pleased to share the news that Carol 
has signed a contract with TouchPoint Press and is working on her first novel, a 
Jewish-themed mystery that she promises to excerpt in a future BJV – if we can 
wait 18 months or so. We can and will, Carol, and hope it will be your bestseller!

Sadly, we lost our longtime BJV graphic designer, Rose Tannenbaum, this 
year – may her memory be for a blessing. Our new colleagues, Regina Burgio and 
Mary Herrmann of RB Design Co., have ably taken over the job.

A shout out, too, to others who have shared their original work this year: 
bronfin (whisky) correspondent Alex Rosenblum, who wrote a two-part history of 
Jews and booze; Rick Reiss for Berkshire Jewish Voices columns on his Jewish 
journey; Federation board member Richard Slutzky, who filled us in on the 
merger of the Pearlstone Center and Hazon, the environmental organization he 
chaired that operates the Isabella Freeman Jewish Retreat Center in Connecticut; 
Ruth Kaplan on being a fan of Israeli baseball and her grandson, Baby Abie; Dr. 
Leo Goldberger on his Berkshires acquaintance with world-famous psycholo-
gist Erik Erikson; Professor Michael Hoberman on how hiking California’s John 
Muir Trail became a (partly) Jewish journey; and Mara Goodman-Davies on what 
being a Yiddishe momma has meant to her social work practice.

Other writers shared excerpts from their recently published books. Rabbi 
Dennis J. Ross on Martin Buber made the Jewish philosopher’s abstruse work 
more accessible, while Rabbi Pamela Wax’s poems explored the grieving process. 
Henry Sapoznik, another Federation presenter, shared offbeat reflections on C. 
Israel Lutsky, “The Jewish Philosopher,” from his award-winning “Yiddish Radio 
Project.” We found out what Noah, Moses, and Jesus have to do with quarantines 

First, I want to thank you all for being an inter-
esting community to write about and a rewarding 
audience to write for. Even after covering the 
Jewish Berkshires for several years, I am constantly 
surprised by the tremendous accomplishment of 
this community, by its creativity, by its generosity, 
and by its engagement with Jewish life locally and 
in the wider Jewish world. 

I’m writing this one week after the Federation’s 
Jewish Community Day and the Shabbat Across 
the Berkshires we co-hosted with our affiliates. The 
events brought together hundreds of people to cele-
brate what this community is and what we want it 
to become.

Last year, my appeal for voluntary subscribers to the Berkshire Jewish Voice 
focused on the changing character of the Berkshires in the wake of the pandemic. 
At our two recent events, we saw how many people, both newcomers and long-
timers, are seeking out Jewish connection through Federation. We saw how much 
opportunity exists to create an even richer Jewish life and engagement in the 
Berkshires. We all felt an energy that seems fresh, vital, and new.

Federation publishes this newspaper to enhance Jewish connection in a region 
that remains spread out geographically and diverse in its approach to Jewish 
life. We want you to know what members of the Jewish community are up to and 
share all the opportunities available to meet, to enjoy, and to do good works here 
in the Jewish Berkshires. So here’s the deal:

This publication’s revenues do not cover all its costs. Your financial 
help as voluntary subscribers is essential in our efforts to bring you 
meaningful, positive, and entertaining stories both by and about your 
neighbors, as well as about Jews around the world. Your generosity as 
voluntary subscribers last year was unprecedented, but your support 
remains vital to sustaining this publication. Please see the insert in this 
paper for more on how you can support the Berkshire Jewish Voice.

In my estimation, it was a topsy-turvy 12 months for us in the Berkshires – 
after a hopeful autumn in 2021, masking requirements were reinstituted by local 
health boards, and folks generally seemed to take steps backward in their willing-
ness to move psychically beyond the pandemic. Federation was still unsure in late 
winter what our programming might look like and whether we would publish our 
Berkshire Jewish Summer guide after a two-year hiatus. 

But publish it we did, and we hope that Berkshire Jewish Summer is again 
proving to be your go-to guide for all that is happening communally and cultur-
ally in the Jewish Berkshires. 

I also want to use this opportunity to thank the regular contributors who 
make planning and putting together each paper so much easier. First of all, kol 
ha’kavod to our rabbis, who use the Rabbi Reflection column to eloquently  
share their thoughts about Judaism, scripture, cultural matters, and social 
issues. This story is a little embarrassing for me to share, but I will anyway: Not 
long after I started as editor, something came up that made me preempt our 
scheduled rabbi’s column. I emailed the rabbi slated to write the article, typing 

VOLUNTARY SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
continued on page 4

OPED
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RABBI REFLECTION,
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And on Sunday morning, Amit would 
arrive to get the girls going on their weekday 
adventures, Josh would catch up on work or 

go visit his mom, and I would start reading and walking once again. 
Perhaps the biggest thrill for me was to see all of this joyful Jewish living 

unfold through the eyes of my two daughters, who are both old enough to notice 
and articulate what it means to see Jewish life everywhere, all around you, 
every day.

They delighted in tasting a new flavor of hamantaschen every day leading up to 
Purim (chocolate halvah was a favorite). 

They laughed at the cab driver’s Purim costume on our way to hear megillah 
and attend the Purim Carnival at Beit Daniel, the Reform congregation in Tel Aviv.

They made it until 11 p.m. on the night of Passover Seder, cackling hysterically 
with visiting friends when their older cousin Liam knocked on the door dressed as 
Elijah, and they decided that the store brand chocolate-covered matzah was the 
best because it had sprinkles. 

They stood quietly next to Josh and me as traffic stopped on Dizengoff Street. at  
10 a.m. on Yom HaShoah, listening to the siren and then asking, “Why?”

They sat quietly next to their cousin, Sammy, who was in full IDF uniform 
when the siren sounded once more, signaling the start of Yom HaZikaron.

They wore headbands with Stars of David and blinking lights and dressed in 
blue and white danced in Safra Square in Jerusalem until way past their bedtime 
on Yom Ha’atzmaut. 

They learned that cucumber is the best vegetable in Israel both because it’s 
tasty and fun to eat whole without cutting it up and also because its name in 
Hebrew is very fun to say – melafafone. 

They tried new foods, and both agree that falafel is better as a side dish without 
all that tahini making it soggy. 

They figured out how to be friends with kids in the ocean and at the play-
ground without much shared language. 

They got to visit their next-door neighbor friends’ schools and, I imagine, 
imagined what it would be like to go to school there themselves. 

They got lifted in chairs on their birthdays as we sang “HaYom Yom Huledet” 
and counted to shesh (6) for Goldie and a week later to shemoneh (8) for Lola. 

And so, when the man at passport control at JFK Airport said, “Welcome 
home,” I imagine that our girls now share that bittersweet mixed feeling that Josh 

and I have each time we return from time in Israel. And I am deeply grateful for 
that and for the fact that their attachment to the place and the people has been 
seeded by the time we spent together there. 

Over the weeks and months ahead, I suspect I will have more to say; our time 
there was not all festivals and falafels. 

Israel is complicated. 
Jerusalem felt suffocating, and I struggled to explain to my kids why they 

couldn’t wear their tank tops on our Old City tour on an 85-degree day; or why I 
said I was a teacher when a cab driver asked me, not wanting to get into a debate 
about Reform Judaism or whether women can be rabbis. 

Our time there was also marked by stabbings and shootings throughout the 
country – and my very first experience being on the receiving end of texts and 
WhatsApp messages asking, “Are you okay?” when the shooting at a bar just 
around the corner from our apartment happened. 

More than ever, my Zionism feels strong, complicated, and very much alive. 
And now, I am home – in the place that I love, with the people that I love, 

during the time of year that I love the most. And I am meditating on those two core 
truths with which I began: Mother Theresa’s maxim, “If you want to change the 
world, go home and love your family,” and that my family’s life is organized around 
the people of Israel. Hevreh is our organizing principle. The broader Berkshire 
Jewish community – each of you, and the way we move together through the 
rhythm of the Jewish year, makes our lives brighter, richer, and more vibrant. 

Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel teaches in his famous work, The Sabbath:

“The meaning of the Sabbath is to celebrate time rather than space. Six 
days a week we live under the tyranny of things of space; on the Sabbath 
we try to become attuned to holiness in time.” 

As I re-enter this time and space post-sabbatical, my personal spiritual work 
is to hold on to the holiness in time that it gave me. My family and I take great 
joy in having this Hevreh – these people and this place as the beating heart of our 
Jewish lives, and I am so grateful to serve in this community.

Rabbi Jodie Gordon is a rabbi and director of education at Hevreh of Southern 
Berkshire in Great Barrington. She co-hosts The OMFG Podcast: Jewish Wisdom for 
Unprecedented Times with Rabbi Jen Gubitz – find it on Spotify and other podcast 
hosting platforms.

from Stewart Edelstein of Stockbridge, who is expanding his collection of 
pandemic essays, The COVID-19 Zeitgeist, into a larger work

And here’s a thank you to some of the fascinating people with Berkshire ties 
who shared their stories in BJV interviews. Berkshires native Hannah Wohl, now 
a professor at the University of California Santa Barbara, filled us in on what goes 
on in the contemporary art scene, chronicled in her new book, Bound by Creativity; 
novelist Alexis Schaitkin of Williamstown talked to Rabbi Seth Wax about her 
fiction; we learned about Alexander Hamilton’s Jewish backstory from Professor 
Andrew Porwancher, who spoke for Federation at our first in-person Knosh & 
Knowledge since the pandemic; with war raging in Ukraine, Kyiv native Natasha 
Dresner addressed the fears and concerns of the émigré community; Berkshire 
second-homeowner, attorney Susan 
J. Cohen, gave our readers insight 
into how she navigates the complex, 
ofttimes shambolic, US immigra-
tion system; and members of our 
congregations who worked so hard 
on resettling Afghan evacuees in the 
Berkshires shared their complex 
local efforts to help repair the lives of 
families upended by conflict. It was 
a privilege for me to interview the 
patriarch of one such Afghan family 
and share his experience of being torn from the world he knew and arriving in the 
Berkshires to start life again with his family as Americans.

We also provided coverage of the cultural scene in and around the Berkshires. 
We talked with playwright Robin Gerber and introduced the “kosher cartoon folk 
world” of Steve Marcus at the Yiddish Book Center. And our rabbis aren’t just 
good writers, they’re good talkers – Rabbi Jodie Gordon of Hevreh, who penned 
this issue’s reflection column, was the subject of a lively interview about the OMfG 
Podcast: Jewish Wisdom for Unprecedented Times that she co-hosts with Rabbi 
Jen Gubitz of Boston. By all means, check that podcast out.

It is always a pleasure talking to those people who go above and beyond for 
our Federation. This year, we recounted the Berkshire Jewish journeys of our 
Super Tzedakah Week co-chairs Tom and Suzanne Sawyer and our Major Donors 
Celebration co-chairs Rob Bildner and Elisa Spungen Bildner, sharing their 
thoughts on why supporting the Federation as donors and leaders is so essential.

There was one minor moment on the job that nonetheless stood out for me this 
year as exemplifying what connection can mean in the Jewish Berkshires. It came 
when I was interviewing artist Stephanie Blumenthal, whose work we featured 
on the front page of our last issue. While asking her questions about her life, some 
of the details she recounted reminded me of those from an interview I had years 
ago with Nick Friedman, one of the co-founders of Theory Wellness, the cannabis 
dispensary in Great Barrington. I asked Stephanie if she is Nick’s mother.

“Yes, I certainly am Nick’s mother,” she replied. And as we talked, I thought back 
to my interview with Nick a few months before the recreational sale of cannabis 

VOLUNTARY SUBSCRIPTIONS,
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began in Massachusetts in 2018. He struck me as an impressive person as he 
approached 30 and just then on the cusp of achieving something truly remarkable 
and transformative for the Berkshires – and if you read the June 12 article in the 
Berkshire Eagle about the local cannabis industry, you know how mind-bending his 
success with Theory has been, in every respect. 

One of the perks of my job is that I get the chance to talk in depth with some 
of the very smart people in our community. When I spoke to Nick, he went on a 
tangent about how important it was to him to have a business partner in whom he 
had complete confidence, another person with qualities that he might lack, someone 
who can serve as the proverbial yin to his yang. There was something about the lack 
of ego with which he expressed himself that helped me understand how essential 
finding the right partner might be to a certain type of imaginative and ambitious 
person. Not being that particular type of person myself, it’s not a notion I could have 
necessarily arrived at on my own.

But I recognized that my son might be 
that type of person. So over the past few 
years, as my son matured, I’ve told him 
often and emphatically: “This is something 
I learned from a guy who is really smart 
and successful – find a partner you can 
work with, someone who can do things 
you can’t and who can use your strengths 
for your mutual benefit. I think this will be 
important to you down the line.” 

As Stephanie and I wrapped up our 
interview, I shared that anecdote, telling 

her that though we didn’t know each other, she and I had a connection – some life 
wisdom voiced by her son has been making its way to my son’s ears. Might it mean 
something to my teenager down the line? Time will tell. All I know is that it felt 
satisfying to connect some more of the people in my Jewish Berkshires network.

By sharing stories in the Berkshire Jewish Voice, the Federation’s goal is to 
foster connections within our remarkable community, in part by making apparent 
the interconnectedness we already possess as Jews. As you will find out from the 
stories we publish, the Berkshires is a dynamic place to reside, raise a family, 
establish a career, enjoy retirement, paint your masterpiece, and live a fulfilling 
Jewish life. Federation is here to help with that last bit, and we ask you to support 
our work by becoming a voluntary subscriber to the Berkshire Jewish Voice.

Please see the insert in this newspaper for the different funding levels 
available. An honorary publisher gift of $360 allows us to provide four 
pages of color. At the same time, all voluntary subscriptions help us 
defray the cost of printing – which has skyrocketed with inflation – 
and mailing the thousands of copies of the newspaper we send you 
nine times each year. 

As the busy summer season crests, it’s clear that some semblance of post- 
pandemic normalcy is returning to our region. I expect a burst of energy from our 
community as we move forward and together reimagine what our community can 
accomplish together.

By sharing stories in the Berkshire Jewish 
Voice, the Federation’s goal is to foster  

connections within our remarkable community, in 
part by making apparent the interconnectedness 

we already possess as Jews. 
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Our Dignity Drive Helped  
Our Neighbors
Dear Jewish Federation of the Berkshires,

On behalf of The People’s Pantry in Great Barrington, 
I am offering a very belated thank you for the 
personal hygiene products we received from your 
donors. Although we are primarily a food pantry, 
our shoppers very much appreciate these personal 
hygiene products that are so difficult to afford. In 
particular, when we get incontinence products, they 
immediately disappear off the shelves.

We thank you for all the work you do in the 
community, helping our neighbors.

Peace,
Diane Piraino
Board of Directors, The People’s Pantry
Great Barrington

Williams College Students are 
Part of This Jewish Community
To the Board of the Jewish Federation of  
the Berkshires:

Thank you so much for your generous support of 
Jewish life at Williams College. Your gift will enable 
the Jewish Association to continue its vital work 
of supporting Jewish students. Your particular gift 
will help to deepen the connections between the 
Association and the Berkshire Jewish community by 
supporting a Shabbat dinner program that highlights 
local food. We are so grateful for this partnership and 
look forward to more collaborations in the future!

Rabbi Seth Wax
Jewish Chaplain
Williams College

GUEST EDITORIAL

The Mapping Project: A Clarifying Moment 
Regarding BDS in Boston
By Jeremy Burton / Executive Director, Jewish Community Relations Council of Greater Boston

In June, activists affiliated 
with the group “BDS Boston” 
released a so-called “Mapping 
Project” – an offensive and 
inflammatory list of Jewish 
communal organizations 
across Greater Boston and 
Massachusetts that blames 
our community for the exis-
tence of Israel and for all 
sorts of ills in our society. The 
group says it is publishing 
this list of community organi-

zations “so that we can dismantle them.”
BDS Boston is the same group that JCRC called 

out last October when, in an explicit display of 
antisemitism, they attacked then-candidate Michelle 
Wu for taking donations from “sinister” “Zionists” – 
i.e., Jews in Boston.

To be clear, in June they didn’t just name “pro- 
Israel” advocacy groups like AIPAC or criticize ADL 
and JCRC for our Israel study tours for civic leaders. 
Nor did they single out those who make statements 
defending certain actions by Israel’s government. They 
named day schools, cultural centers, disability service 
organizations, and synagogue networks. They targeted 
groups that explicitly oppose the occupation, such as  
J Street, and support grassroots Israeli and Palestinian 
human rights activists, like New Israel Fund (NIF).

[In the Berkshires, the group singled out Lenco 
Armored Vehicles and various local police forces, and 
notes that Michael Wynn, Chief of Police of the Pittsfield 
Police Department, in 2013 participated in counterter-
rorism training in Israel sponsored by the ADL.] 

I want to make it clear how extreme this project 
is by quoting their descriptions of two of our commu-
nity’s most progressive organizations. It targets NIF 
because they “stop short of challenging the fundamen-
tally ethnocratic and settler colonial character of the 
state.” The project also frames J Street as attempting 
to “relegate Palestinians to the position of a minority 
group who can at best aspire toward increased inte-
gration into Israel’s colonial political framework.”

As Rabbi Jill Jacobs, CEO of T’ruah (the progressive 
rabbinic human rights group), framed it this week:

You can protest Jewish organizational policies/
positions vis-a-vis Israel all you want (or even 
boycott Israel), but once you call for dismantling 
the basic Jewish communal infrastructure, you’ve 
crossed the line to antisemitism. 

Amy Spitalnick, executive director of Integrity 
First for America (the folks who successfully sued 
the white supremacists behind the 2017 violence in 
Charlottesville) tweeted:

There are some who argue in bad faith that  
any criticism or boycott of Israel or the settle-
ments is antisemitic. That is false. But this? This is 
antisemitism. Conflating Jews with Israel, seeking 
to “dismantle” Jewish community, age-old tropes 
about Jewish control…it’s classic.

We are grateful to the 
political leaders who have 
already made strong 
statements in opposition 
to the map. Congressman 
Seth Moulton called 
it “dangerous,” “irre-
sponsible,” and “an 
antisemitic enemies 
list.” Congressman 
Ritchie Torres tweeted 
that “Scapegoating is a 

common symptom of Antisemitism, which at its core is 
a conspiracy theory.” Congresswoman Katherine Clark 
called it “alarming and reminiscent of a dangerous 
history of identifying and tracking Jewish people.” 
[Both US senators from Massachusetts, Elizabeth 
Warren and Edward Markey, have denounced this 
effort.]

And I want to draw your attention to this extended 
interview with Congressman Jake Auchincloss (in 
which I am also quoted), where he strongly condemns 
the map and the mappers:

This is just chilling to me. It is tapping into millen-
nia-old antisemitic tropes about nefarious Jewish 
wealth, control, conspiracy, media connections 
and political string-pulling.

For those who had any doubt, this is a clarifying 
moment regarding the BDS agenda in Boston. The 
movement indisputably seeks the elimination of 
the State of Israel, the removal of the Jewish people 
from our ancient homeland, and the dismantling of 
Boston’s Jewish communal infrastructure. It targets 
our children and our religious and cultural spaces.

There is no compromise to be found with them. 
There is no room for accommodating their perni-
cious hatred.

Now, some will reasonably question whether it 
is wise to amplify these attacks on our community, 
fearing that our condemnation might give them the 
air-time that they seek. Though I understand that 
concern, by the time our community came back online 
after Shavuot to learn about this map, it had already 
been covered by some major media outlets and had 
been condemned by Israel’s foreign ministry. More 
importantly, JCRC and our member organizations 
were hearing from many members of the community 
who had been named individually – as staff and board 
members of these organizations – and by those who 
worried about the safety of their own spaces and the 
places their children gather. We couldn’t ignore it.

But there’s another reason why it would be 
dangerous to ignore the project. BDS Boston may be 
a fringe group here in Boston. However, (and not for 
the first time) groups with more credibility ampli-
fied the message and endorsed it. Mass Peace Action 
(MPA), which also rushed to BDS Boston’s defense in 
October, retweeted support for it. MPA sits in certain 
alliances of progressives in our Commonwealth. They 
meet with and endorse candidates. There are public 
officials who amplify them and lend them credibility.

As I told Jewish Insider, there need to be “conse-
quences” in the relationships that mainstream 
progressive leaders hold with those like MPA, who are 
actively in the business of defending and amplifying 
antisemitism. We cannot ignore extremist behavior 
on the left and tell ourselves it is only the marginal 
voices. When we do so, we allow the Overton Window 
to shift in regard to what is acceptable in our 
discourse. Six months ago, it was Jewish donors to 
local Democratic politics who were attacked, and that 
was ignored by most civic leaders (except for us and 
ADL). Now it’s the broad fabric of our community.

JCRC and all of our friends and partners will 
continue to thrive in the face of attacks against our 
community. We will not be intimidated. And we 
expect others to take a stand as well.

Jeremy Burton is the Executive Director of the 
Jewish Community Relations Council of Greater Boston 
(JCRC), defining and advancing the values, interests and 
priorities of the organized Jewish community of Greater 
Boston in the public square. This article is reprinted, with 
the author’s permission, from his Times of Israel blog.

Picking up for The People’s Pantry

Letters to the Editor

Jeremy Burton 
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BIRDS OF A FEATHER,
continued from page 1

Visit our calendar of events 
at jewishberkshires.org. General 
Admission: $20. Young Adults under 
30: $15. Kids 18 and under: FREE. 
Advance purchase required – tickets 
will be held at the door. Please inquire 
about the variety of underwriting 
opportunities also being offered. 

For more information, please call 
the Federation at (413) 442-4360, ext. 
10. Proof of full COVID vaccination 
for those eligible is required for entry. 
Masking protocols will be shared closer 
to the event.

About Rick Recht
Rick Recht is the national celeb-

rity spokesman for PJ Library and 
the founder and executive director 
of Songleader Boot Camp (SLBC) – a 
premiere national leadership training 
conference. He is also the founder 
and executive director of Jewish Rock 
Radio (JRR) and JKids Radio, the first 
high-caliber, 24/7 international Jewish 
music radio networks. Additionally, 
Recht serves as artist in residence at 
United Hebrew Congregation in St. 
Louis, Missouri. 

For the last 20 summers, Recht has 
played at hundreds of URJ, Ramah, 
JCC, and private camps around 
the country. He has been featured 
in concert and as scholar in resi-
dence at the NFTY, BBYO, and USY 
International conventions, the URJ 
Biennial, the American Conference of 
Cantors, the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis, and Jewish commu-
nities across the U.S. Recht has 13 
top-selling Jewish albums including 
his most recent release, Here I Am.

“From the beginning, my mission 
has always been to strengthen Jewish 
identity and engagement for Jewish 
youth, teens, and families. I see myself 
as a connector and elevator of commu-
nity,” says Recht. “My greatest goal is to 
identify, support, and train new Jewish 
artists, educators, and leaders who will 
provide inspiration and connection for 
generations to come.”

Born and raised in St. Louis, Recht 
developed a strong Jewish identity 
attending Traditional Congregation, a 

conservative synagogue. In high school, 
Recht joined NFTY, where he was deeply 
influenced by Jewish music. After 
graduating from University of Southern 
California (Los Angeles, CA) and Music 
Institute (Hollywood, CA), Recht hit the 
road touring nationwide playing at clubs, 
colleges, and amphitheaters. Recht 
shared the stage with national acts such 
as Chris Rock, The Guess Who, America, 
Supertramp, Three Dog Night, The 
Samples, Vertical Horizon, Government 
Mule (Allman Brothers), and many more. 

Recht returned to his Jewish roots 
with his debut Jewish album, Tov, in 
the summer of 1999. His shift to Jewish 
music marked the birth of a unique 
blend of pop, radio-friendly music with 
Hebrew, Jewish text, and social respon-
sibility. After touring heavily for several 
years in the Jewish world, Recht realized 
he wanted to expand the scope of his 
impact. “I believed that the Jewish world 
needed more leadership training oppor-
tunities and communication channels 
for thought-leaders and artists to share 
their messages and music,” he says. This 
was his inspiration to launch Jewish 
Rock Radio and Songleader Boot Camp 
leadership training programs in 2009.

When Recht is not on the road 
rocking Jewish communities from coast 
to coast, he enjoys spending time with 
his wife, Elisa, and sons, Kobi and Tal.

A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE
The A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE 

Institute Peer Training Program 
empowers student leaders and their 
peers with the knowledge, courage, and 
commitment to stand up and speak 
out against bullying, prejudice and 
discrimination while actively promoting 
respect for racial, cultural, and other 
human differences in their schools and 
in their communities.

The Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires partnered with the ADL, 
the Berkshire County Superintendents’ 
Roundtable, and local donors to under-
write the program in Berkshire County 
during the 2018-2019 school year, 
offering it to middle and high school 
students at seven schools. During the 
next school year, the program will be 
offered at eight additional schools.  

For more information, please call the 
Federation at (413) 442-4360, ext. 10.

RICK RECHT,
continued from page 1

policy and national security issues. His 
columns have also appeared in the Wall 
Street Journal, Boston Globe, New York 
Observer, Christian Science Monitor, 
and The Times of Israel. He has lectured 
widely throughout the United States 
and Canada on issues relating to the 
Mideast, and is a Visiting Professor 
of the Practice of Political Science at 
Brown University. Jeff is also the former 
chairman of the New England Board of 
the Anti-Defamation League, and the 
former president of the World Affairs 
Council of Boston.

A Few Questions for Jeff Robbins
The Berkshire Jewish Voice caught 

up with Jeff in early June. Here’s an 
excerpt of our conversation, which has 
been edited for length and clarity.

When you look at the current political 
situation, particularly regarding  
anti-Semitic issues, what keeps you  
up at night?

Frankly, I think that the threats 
posed by anti-Semitism on the left at 
the moment are greater in America 
than they are from the right. That’s not 
to discount the threats of the Proud 
Boys and the Oath Keepers. That kind 
of subterranean movement runs a 
lot wider and deeper in America than 
is commonly understood, so I am 
concerned about that. But having said 
that, the bullying, the intimidation, 
the vitriol, the ostracization of Jewish 
kids on campus, the infection of certain 
components of the Civil Rights move-
ment and communities of color with 
whom the Jewish community has been 
allied for so long, so meaningfully, the 
anti-Semitism posing as anti-Israelism, 
or the rejection of the very notion that 
Jews should have refuge that is de 
rigueur on campus and in progressive 
quarters, that worries me a great deal. 
That, to me, is the biggest threat of all 
that Jews face in the United States.

It’s linked to the hatred loose against 
Israel and the profoundly unfair, deeply 
unjust attacks on Israel by people 
holding themselves out as progressives 
who wouldn’t know what progressivism 
really is based on what they seem to say 
about the Middle East. Which is not to 
say that anti-Israelism equals anti- 
Semitism, or that obviously even vitriolic 
attacks against Israel are tantamount 
to anti-Semitism. But let’s be real. The 
two are very much linked, and they pose 
a real danger for Jews who are facing 
attacks on campuses, in communities, in 
cities, in villages, in progressive quarters, 
in political movements.

In the wake of public pushback against 
other aspects of a perceived progressive 
agenda, do you feel that the public may 
push back against the left-wing anti-
Semitism and anti-Zionism?

No, because I see the polls that 
show, among Democratic Party constit-
uencies, a seriously eroded support 
for Israel. I see the rallies that followed 
last May’s war [in Israel], where you 
had rockets by the hundreds and 
thousands being fired at Israeli civilian 
centers by people whose desire it is 
to kill, or if not kill, maim civilians 
using Palestinians as human shields. 
And when Israel has the temerity 
to try to stop that, it’s Israel that is 

labeled the egregious human rights 
violator. I mean, that is well beyond 
Alice in Wonderland. And when I see 
Israel getting attacked and the attacks 
against Jews in the wake of that, 
those attacks are coming from the left. 
They’re not coming from the right.

I was, first of all, council for the 
Democratic senators on various 
Senate committees. I was appointed 
by President Clinton as a US dele-
gate to the United Nations. Human 
Rights Commission. I’ve written over 
and over and over again about my 
loathing of Trump. So I’m not exactly 
on the right generally; but on the other 
hand, those who are calling for or 
working for the belittling of Israel, the 
diminution of Jewish identity, hardly 
qualify as progressives. I mean, what a 
phony attempt to wrap themselves in a 
progressive flag. 

Bari Weiss and Batya Ungar Sargon 
are two wonderful young writers 
who are pushing back against these 
narratives. Is there, in your estimation, 
in the younger Jewish consciousness, a 
counterbalancing force that is becoming 
more assertive in giving voice to pro-
Israel, pro-Jewish attitudes? Or is that 
just a small number of young Jews?

Do Batya Ungar Sargon and Bari 
Weiss represent a counterattack that 
has wide-ranging support? I don’t 
think so. Now, the good news. I teach 
political science at Brown University. 
Underneath the surface, there actually 
is among many students a skepticism 
of political leftwing orthodoxy. And 
there’s an initial unwillingness to talk 
about it openly because of the fear of 
being ostracized, because the orthodoxy 
is so powerful. But if invited to do so 
by a professor – which I do – you find 
that there are plenty of students who 
are not buying in. That’s good news. 
But on the other hand, I fear that the 
very purpose of the BDS movement is 
to drive people, especially Jewish kids, 
underground, to intimidate them into 
silence, to normalize a one-sided narra-
tive, to make it socially repulsive to 
speak up in support of Israel. And what 
are students who are 17, 18, 20, or 21 
going to do?

Well, more times than not they’re 
going to moderate their voices, they’re 
going to stand down, they’re going 
to give up, they’re going to go under-
ground. That’s what BDS really is. It’s 
an attack on Jewish identity premised 
on the presupposition that if you apply 
enough pressure and make it socially 
reprehensible to stand up for Israel, 
people won’t stand up for Israel.

Upcoming Knosh & Knowledge 
Programs

Friday, August 19, at 10:45 a.m.: 
Mark Ludwig, “Our Will To Live: Art 
And Music In Terezín.”

Friday, September 16, at 10:45 a.m.: 
Rebecca Soffer on The Modern Loss 
Handbook: An Interactive Guide to 
Moving Through Grief and Building Your 
Resilience.

Friday, October 14, at 10:45 a.m.: 
New York Times journalist Linda 
Greenhouse on Does the Supreme Court 
Have A Future?

Patience & Repentance: 
The Time Healing Takes
MONTEREY – On Sunday, August 28 at 10 a.m., join 
Rabbi Sharon Cohen Anisfeld, president of Hebrew College, 
when she speaks on the topic, “Patience & Repentance: 
The Time Healing Takes.” 

This Sunday Learning in the Berkshires program will be 
presented by Hebrew College and the Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires. It is being graciously hosted in private home 
in Monterey – for the location, please register at hebrewcol-
lege.edu/rsvp-for-our-august-gathering-in-the-berkshires/. Space is limited.

A kosher-style brunch will be served!
President Anisfeld, an internationally-known teacher and scholar, became 

president of Hebrew College in July 2018 after serving as dean of its rabbin-
ical school (2006-2017) and dean of students (2005-2006). She graduated from 
the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College in 1990, and subsequently spent 15 
years working in pluralistic settings, including as Hillel rabbi at Tufts, Yale, and 
Harvard universities. 

She writes and teaches widely, weaving together Torah, rabbinic commentary, 
and contemporary poetry and literature in her wise and compassionate approach 
to the complexities of the human experience and the search for healing and hope 
in a beautiful but fractured world.

For questions about this event, contact Mia Tavan at mtavan@hebrewcollege.edu.

Rabbi Sharon 
Cohen Anisfeld

Your Federation Presents
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Current Events Seminar with 
Professor Steven Rubin

PITTSFIELD – On Thursday, July 28 at 10:45 a.m., 
the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires welcomes 
Professor Steven Rubin for another in his series of 
current events seminars. 

The current events seminar gives participants 
an opportunity to examine and discuss topical and 
newsworthy national and international issues. For 
each session, the moderator will suggest readings, 
introduce topics, and offer discussion questions. The 
seminar will be conducted in a collaborative and colle-
gial manner, with all participants encouraged to voice 
their opinions. 

This free program will be presented in person as 
part of the Federation’s Connecting with Community 

Series presented at Knesset Israel (16 Colt Road in Pittsfield) and will be followed 
by a kosher hot lunch. Lunch is a $3 suggested donation for adults over 60 years 
of age or $7 for all others. Reservations are required for lunch and can be made 
by calling (413) 442-2200 before 9 a.m. on the day of the program. See page 8 for 
the lunch menu.

Steve Rubin, Ph.D. (moderator) is professor emeritus and former dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at Adelphi University, Garden City, NY. His op-eds and 
opinion essays have appeared in The Philadelphia Inquirer, The Berkshire Eagle, 
Tampa Bay Times, The South Florida Sun-Sentinel, Palm Beach Post, and The 
Hartford Courant, among others. He is the editor of several anthologies, including 
Celebrating the Jewish Holidays: Poems, Stories, Essays (Brandeis University 
Press), Telling and Remembering: A Century of American Jewish Poets (Beacon 
Press), and Writing Our Lives: Autobiographies of American Jews (Jewish Publication 
Society). He lives in Tyringham and can be reached at sjr@adelphi.edu. 

For more on this program and other Federation events, visit our calendar of 
events at jewishberkshires.org.

“The Tao of Judaism,” with  
Dr. Joel Friedman

PITTSFIELD – On Thursday, August 4, and Thursday, 
August 11 at 10:45 a.m., join Dr. Joel Friedman, MD 
and Ph.D. for an meeting of Eastern and Western reli-
gious thought in his two-part presentation, “The Tao of 
Judaism.” The program will combine lecture, discussion, 
and some Tai Chi movement.

This free program will be presented in person as part 
of the Federation’s Connecting with Community Series 
presented at Knesset Israel (16 Colt Road in Pittsfield) 
and will be followed by a kosher hot lunch. Lunch is a 
$3 suggested donation for adults over 60 years of age or 
$7 for all others. Reservations are required for lunch and 

Your Federation Presents

Professor Steve Rubin

In the Room Where It Happened
What’d you miss? If you weren’t at the return of Knosh & Knowledge 

on June 24, you missed a fascinating talk about Alexander Hamilton’s 
Jewish background presented by Professor Andrew Porwancher. Dozens 
turned out to this Federation program at Hevreh of Southern Berkshire. 
We look forward to seeing you all again at upcoming Knosh & Knowledge 
programs with Jeffrey Robbins and Mark Ludwig – see page 1 for details.

can be made by calling (413) 442-2200 before 9 a.m. on the day of the program. 
See page 8 for the lunch menu.

Writes Dr. Joel Friedman: “The prime directive in Judaism is to be holy 
because the Divine is holy. This directive implies that we are called upon to 
emulate the Divine.” 

In two sessions Dr. Friedman will explore strategies for achieving this objec-
tive through a participatory series of Tai Chi-type movements, lecture and lively 
discussion. The sessions will draw from text, liturgy, mystical traditions, symbols, 
and ritual movements from Judaism as well as imagery from quantum physics 
and concepts derived from tai chi practice and philosophy.

Joel M. Friedman is an MD, PhD research scientist at the Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine. He is a Professor and the former chairman of the Department 
of Physiology and Biophysics, where he holds Young Men’s Division Chair in 
Cardiovascular Physiology. Dr. Friedman has deep expertise in an extensive 
range of biomolecular and translational medicine modalities including protein 
dynamics, hemoglobin, transfusion medicine, anti-inflammatory strategies, 
wound healing, anti-infective strategies, and topical, transdermal, and IV drug 
delivery platforms. 

Dr Friedman has also been pursuing research into the theological and mystical 
underpinnings of Judaism. He has given multiple participatory workshops at 
synagogues and Limmud on these and related topics. His lens is uniquely influ-
enced by the synergy of his science/medical background, his 40 years of training 
and teaching Taoist based Chinese internal martial/healing arts, and a passion 
for Jewish learning. 

For more on this program and other Federation events, visit our calendar of 
events at jewishberkshires.org.

Filmed in the 
Berkshires: A 
Conversation with 
Diane Pearlman
PITTSFIELD – On Thursday, July 21, at 
10:45 a.m., the Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires welcomes Diane Pearlman, 
the executive director of the Berkshire 
Film and Media Arts Collaborative (www.
berkshirefilm.org) and film producer. 
She’ll share her perspective on “Filmed 
in the Berkshires.”

This free program will be presented 
in person as part of the Federation’s 
Connecting with Community Series 
presented at Knesset Israel (16 Colt 
Road in Pittsfield) and will be followed 
by a kosher hot lunch. Lunch is a $3 
suggested donation for adults over 
60 years of age or $7 for all others. 
Reservations are required for lunch and 
can be made by calling (413) 442-2200 
before 9 a.m. on the day of the program. See page 8 for the lunch menu.

The Berkshires Film and Media Collaborative (BFMC) creates educational, work-
force and production opportunities in the film and media industry as an economic 
initiative for the western Massachusetts region. Executive director of BFMC, Diane 
Pearlman, will discuss the Berkshires as a destination for film and media produc-
tion and highlight films produced in the area. She will also discuss the building of a 
new international film and education center that’s in the planning stages now.

Diane Pearlman is also an independent entertainment producer with  
30 years of experience in media creation and production. Her specialty is digital 
film production, animation, and feature film visual effects. Among many other 
projects, she produced the award-winning short film, A Tree. A Rock. A Cloud., 
based on the short story by Carson McCullers, written and directed by Karen 
Allen, as well as the short film, You Have A Voice for the Massachusetts Women’s 
Political Caucus/Berkshire Section about young women, leadership and civic 
engagement. She is currently partnering with Great Barrington Public Theater 
to direct/produce a series of original short films about nature by local Berkshire 
playwrights.

For more on this program and other Federation events, visit our calendar of 
events at jewishberkshires.org.

Dr. Joel Friedman
A Tree. A Rock. A Cloud. 

film poster

Welcome to Federation, Liz Irwin!
Visitors to the Federation office in Pittsfield will encounter a new face 

behind our front desk – Liz Irwin, who joined our staff in June. 
Liz spent most of her life in the Huntington area of Long Island, 

working in the non-profit field as a fundraiser who wrote grants and 
helped boards with their development plans. When her youngest child 
went to university in North Carolina, Liz followed, landing in the Chapel 
Hill area pivoting to a new career direction in massage therapy. After 
working in the Chapel Hill area for a few years, Liz moved to Wilmington, 
NC, to work and play at the beach for three years. In 2018, she headed 
north to the Berkshires. This area has long been one of her favorites 
at any time of year. Tanglewood and any other form of live music will 
capture her attention. She lives with two cats and a beagle. For fun, Liz 
spends her time between her garden and her studio. Sewing, quilting, 
and painting all keep her out of trouble. 

“Most of the time,” she explains.
Liz’s number at the front desk is (413) 442-4360, ext. 10. Her email is 

the general Federation mailbox: federation@jewishberkshires.org.



✡ DONATE. ✡ VOLUNTEER. ✡  
MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 
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PJ Library 
Celebrates 
the Arts at 
Tanglewood 
and Jacob’s 
Pillow

Join PJ Library this summer 
for two very special get-togethers 
at two of the Berkshires’ premier 
cultural venues. Visit our 
calendar of events at jewishberk-
shires.org for registration and 
more information.

Musical Family Shabbat at 
Tanglewood
LENOX – On Saturday, July 23 
at 1:30 p.m., join PJ Library 
for a musical family Shabbat 
experience led by Rabbi Jarah 
Greenfield outside, followed by 
the Boston Symphony Orchestra 
Family Concert in The Shed. 
This will be a Shabbat celebra-
tion for all ages! 

Bring an empty plastic 
container to make your own 
rhythm instrument! After we 
celebrate Shabbat on the lawn, 
make your way to the Shed to 
enjoy the concert, or stay on the 
lawn and listen with space to 
spread out.

Registration is required. 
Cost is $10 for adults, children 
under 18 free – general admis-
sion seating in The Shed. This 
special group rate has been 
made possible through generous 
underwriting by PJ Library and 
the Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires.

Beat Ya Feet at Jacob’s Pillow
On Sunday August 21, join 

PJ Library of the Berkshires 
and PJ Library of Western 
Massachusetts for a celebration 
of dance for all ages! 

We’ll have lunch, enjoy a 
private workshop with Beat Ya 
Feet, and then enjoy a special 
tour of the Jacob’s Pillow 
grounds! A light bagel lunch will 
be served. Details about cost 
were not available at press time.

PJ Library, a program of the 
Harold Grinspoon Foundation, 
is funded locally by the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires 
with support from the Spitz 
Tuchman Family Fund and the 
Jewish Women’s Foundation of 
Berkshire County. The program 
provides free monthly books and 
music with Jewish content to 
children ages 6 months through 
8 years of age.

Your Federation
Presents

Meals-on-Wheels & Meals to Go – Advance Reservation Required

Kosher lunch will be prepared on Mondays and Thursdays. Tuesday lunches resume in the  
autumn. Meals to go will be ready by noon for pickup at the Knesset Israel kitchen door, 
16 Colt Road in Pittsfield. All meals-on-wheels will be delivered by Federation volunteers in the 
early afternoon. 

Please call (413) 442-2200 no later than 9 a.m. to reserve your meal for pickup and to 
arrange delivery if standing instructions are not in place. All are welcome to reserve meals 
for pick-up, although delivery may be limited in certain circumstances. 

The menus listed below are planned, but may be modified depending on availability of ingredients. When making a  
reservation, please inform us if a person in your party has a food allergy. Adults 60 and over: $3 suggested donation.  
Adults under 60: $7 per person.

Volunteers are Vital! Volunteer drivers who can deliver meals-on-wheels are always appreciated. Please call Molly 
Meador at (413) 442-4360, ext. 14. The Federation’s kosher hot lunch program is offered in collaboration with Elder 
Services of Berkshire County.

JULY
Monday, 18 ............Roasted chicken**#, mixed greens 
with pecans and cranberries, rice pilaf, mixed vegetables, 
Challah, and apricots.

Thursday, 21 ..........Fresh fish**, borscht and potato, 
coleslaw, potato chips, zucchini medley, oat bread, and 
mixed berry shortcake.

Monday, 25 ............Summer unstuffed pepper cas-
serole**#, brown rice, salad, baby carrots, multi-grain 
bread, and tropical fruit salad.

Thursday, 28 ..........Greek salad platters**, pita bread, 
and baklava.

AUGUST
Monday, 1 ..............Meat loaf**#, gazpacho, green 
beans, mashed potatoes, rye bread, and applesauce.

Thursday, 4 ............Spanakopita (spinach feta pie), mini 
Greek salad, rice salad, Italian bread, and cookies.

Monday, 8 ..............Tarragon egg salad platter**#, 
three bean salad, Challah, and melon.

Thursday, 11 ............ Pomegranate glazed chicken**#, rice 
pilaf, mixed vegetables, salad, Farmer’s loaf, and grapes.

Monday, 15 ............Summer sloppy Joes, French fries, 
salad, hamburger bun, and peaches.

Thursday, 18 ..........Turkey salad platters**#, gazpacho, 
coleslaw, pumpernickel bread, and watermelon.

Monday, 22 ............Vegetable ratatouille with 
cheese**, rice, whole wheat bread, and apricots.

Thursday, 25 ............ Fresh fish**, borscht and potato, 
broccoli, sweet potato fries, salad, oat bread, and brownies.

Monday, 29 ............Stir fried chicken**#, brown rice, 
Oriental vegetables, rye bread and pineapple.

SEPTEMBER
Thursday, 1 ............Hot dogs and hamburgers#, vege-
tarian beans, coleslaw, potato chips, choice of roll, and 
parve chocolate chip cookies.

Monday, 5 ..............Closed for Labor Day

Thursday, 8 ............. Sundried tomato and artichoke  
frittata**, salad, rice pilaf, mixed vegetables, Farmer’s  
loaf, and tropical fruit salad.

Monday, 12 ............American chopped suey, salad, 
green beans, garlic bread, and brownies.

Thursday, 15 ..........Cinnamon honey chicken**#,  
noodles with onions, salad, oven roasted vegetables, 
whole wheat bread, and Mandarin oranges.

Monday, 19 ............Corned beef Rueben (no cheese), 
pickle wedge, salad, rye bread, and peaches.

Gluten-Free Main Entrée ** and Dairy-Free Main Entrée #

PLEASE NOTE: The Elder Services Senior Nutrition Program, under which the Federation operates its kosher lunch 
program, raised the suggested donation to $3 a meal. The suggested donation is completely voluntary. Seniors who 
cannot pay a voluntary donation will continue to receive a meal, no questions asked. We appreciate your understanding.

 (413) 442-2200.



August 11–27
at The Colonial Theatre

dramatized by Hamilton Deane and 
John L. Balderston

from the novel by Bram Stoker
directed by David Auburn

movement direction by Isadora Wolfe

July 30 • 7PM
at The Colonial Theatre

SMOKEY & ME
A CELEBRATION OF SMOKEY ROBINSON

FEATURING TONY NOMINEE
CHARL BROWN

July 31 • 2PM
at The Colonial Theatre

CHITA:  
THE RHYTHM OF 

MY LIFE
TONY AWARD WINNER CHITA RIVERA

July 21–August 20
at The Unicorn Theatre

The Larry Vaber Stage

written & composed by Jason Robert Brown
directed & choreographed by Gerry McIntyre

musical direction by Danté Harrell
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The Colonial Theatre  
111 South Street • Pittsfield, MA

The Unicorn Theatre  
6 East Street • Stockbridge, MA

www.BerkshireTheatreGroup.org
(413) 997-4444

Experience the Berkshires’ 
Premier Wine, Spirits, 

Craft Beer & Cheese Shop

Experience the Berkshires’ Experience the Berkshires’ 
Premier Wine, Spirits, Premier Wine, Spirits, 

Craft Beer & Cheese ShopCraft Beer & Cheese Shop

Jim Nejaime, Wine Merchant

444 Pittsfield Road  
Lenox, MA 01240  

413.448.2274

Visit Visit SPIRITED-WINES.COMSPIRITED-WINES.COM  
for convenient orderingfor convenient ordering

Pickup, Delivery & Shipping or come in to our shop!Pickup, Delivery & Shipping or come in to our shop!

Visit Visit SPIRITED-WINES.COMSPIRITED-WINES.COM  
for convenient orderingfor convenient ordering

Pickup, Delivery & Shipping or come in to our shop!Pickup, Delivery & Shipping or come in to our shop!

THE LARGEST SELECTION OF KOSHER WINES

Food & Drink!
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OBITUARIES
Edith Hope Talbert, 
95, pioneer, trailblazer, 
successful female art 
gallery owner in NYC 
LENOX - Edith Hope Talbert, 
95, of Highland Beach, FL, 
Lenox, MA, and Rockville 
Centre, NY where she had a 
warm, loving home for 45 years.

Born March 4, 1927, in 
New York City, the daughter 
of Sonia Rosenblatt Jackson 
and Harry Hoffman Jackson, 
Edith grew up in Lawrence, 
NY, and Miami Beach, FL. After 
graduating from Lawrence 
High School, she attended 
Pratt Institute, where she 
studied Industrial Design 
and Art History at Columbia 
University. She taught dance 
at Arthur Murray Dance 
Studios while also attending 
The Art Students League Of 
New York and Hans Hofmann’s 
“Friday Critique” at his school 
in Provincetown, MA.

Edith and her future 
husband Alfred A. Talbert met 
skiing in the Berkshires. They 

enjoyed many trips as a couple 
to Gloucester and Rockport, 
where Edith painted “Motif 
Number 1” and her beloved 
natural scenery.

Edith was a pioneer and 
trailblazer and one of the first 
successful female art gallery 
owners in New York City on 
Madison Avenue and 93rd 
Street. She started Emerging 
Arts Gallery in the 1960s and 
Colorama Art Galleries in 
the 1970s. Known as a great 
dame and fierce business-
woman, she was a ferocious 
reader and a gifted artist in 
her own right. She enjoyed 
traveling throughout the 
world and purchasing art for 
her galleries. 

Edith is survived by her 
daughter Hope Candace 
Talbert of Lenox; son Richard 
Harrison Talbert of New York 
City; granddaughter Courtney 
Paige Smith and husband 
Sergeant Michael Smith of 
Lenox; and great-grand-
daughter Carmela Hope Smith. 

The family truly thanks 
HospiceCare in the Berkshires 
for helping Edith manage her 
pain in the last nine days of 
her life.

Donations may be made 
to Gumbo Limbo Nature 
Center in memory of Edith 
Hope Talbert to Gumbo Limbo 
Coastal Stewards, 5301 
South Federal Highway, Suite 
245, Boca Raton, FL 33486, 
Attention Lara.

Howard Norman Gorham, 
a brilliant legal mind, 
kind, generous, and 
accomplished 
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA - It 
is with great sadness that we 
mark the passing of Howard 
Gorham. Howard was a kind, 
generous, and accomplished 
man who was loved by his 
family and the many friends 
he made in his life. 

He was born in 1927 to 
Pincus and Rose Goldstein in 
Brooklyn, NY just before the 
onset of the Great Depression. 
After a stint in the military 
toward the end of World War 
II, Howard graduated from 
the School of Accounting 
and Finance at New York 
University with a Bachelor of 
Science in 1949. 

Working as an accoun-
tant during the day, Howard 
studied law at NYU at night, 
attaining his JD/LLB in 1953 
and his LLM (Tax Law) in 
1958. A brilliant legal mind, 
he was a central part of 
numerous real estate devel-
opments in the New York City 
region and, later, across the 
country. One of his greatest 
professional accomplishments 
was as a lead attorney in the 
development of the iconic Pan 
American (later Metropolitan 
Life) building behind Grand 
Central Station. His leisure 
passions included literature, 
history, archaeology, traveling, 
and opera.

Howard was a full-time 
resident of Lenox from 1994 
to 2017 but spent many 
summers there throughout his 
life before that. He was active 
in the community, serving as 
president of the Bishop Estate 
Homeowners Association, 
organizing the Berkshire Boys 
Club, and helping to estab-
lish the Berkshire Institute for 
Lifetime Learning.

His greatest 

accomplishment was as a 
husband and father, where he 
was a tower of strength for his 
family. His even temperament 
and care and concern for his 
family were evident every day, 
and all cherished the gifts that 
Howard brought. He will be 
missed by his wife of almost 
63 years, Sue; three sons and 
daughters-in-law, Eric and 
Luce, Jim and Bev, and Roger 
and Liz; his five grandchil-
dren, Sam, Eleanor, Jeffrey, 
Andrea, and Edward; and by 
numerous extended family 
members and friends.

A Celebration of Life was 
scheduled at the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of 
Charlottesville, VA on Sunday, 
June 5. Donations may be 
made to Howard’s favorite 
cause, Americans United 
for Separation of Church 
and State, https://secure.
au.org/a/tribute.

Steven S. Rosenberg, 
70, deeply beloved son, 
brother, uncle, and friend 
PITTSFIELD - Steven S. 
Rosenberg, 70, passed away 
on Saturday, June 11, at 
Hillcrest Commons Nursing 
and Rehabilitation Center.

Born December 10, 1951 
at Beth Israel Hospital in 
New York, NY, Steven was the 
son of the late Hyman and 
Renee (Schwartz) Rosenberg 
of Flushing, NY. He graduated 
from John Bowne High School 
in Flushing and earned a 
teaching degree from the City 
University of New York. 

Early in his career, he 
worked as a freelance auto 

and body mechanic and then 
became a teacher of automo-
tive services for 14 years at 
Boys & Girls High School in 
Brooklyn, NY. He later worked 
as a counselor for the Eagleton 
School in Great Barrington 
and the Desisto School in 
West Stockbridge until his 
retirement.

He moved from Flushing, 
NY, to Torrington, CT, then to 
Otis and Lee before settling in 
Pittsfield, where he spent his 
final years. 

Steven was a deeply 
beloved son, brother, uncle, 
and friend. The dearest and 
most important people in 
Steven’s world were his family, 
where he selflessly shared 
his genuine and true natural 
talent for spontaneous play-
fulness. He was extremely 
generous, kind, funny, 
forgiving, loyal, and devoted 
to the people he cared about. 
If anyone needed help with 
anything, he would never hesi-
tate to be there, and always 
extended his love and his 
home to many people, espe-
cially in their time of need. 

Steven very proudly cele-
brated 30 years of sobriety in 
2021. Besides enjoying and 
appreciating the company of 
his family and friends, he was 
a car and motorcycle enthu-
siast and an active member 
of the 12-step community. 
Steven enjoyed cooking and 
baking, and he was every-
body’s “go-to” guy for advice on 
home improvement projects. 
Throughout his life, he spent 
so much time working on other 

people’s projects that he often 
neglected his own. Steven’s 
handiwork can be found in the 
many homes of his family and 
friends. He would never accept 
payment for all the work he 
did. To Steven, money was far 
less important than helping 
other people. 

Steven is survived by 
his sisters, Rona (Daniel) 
Goldstein, of Delmar, NY 
and Lori Ann Rosenberg, 
of Storrs, CT; brother, Joel 
(Irene) Rosenberg, of Naples, 
FL; niece and nephews: Adam 
(Peg) Goldstein, Jonathan 
Goldstein, David (Marci) 
Goldstein, and Benjamin 
Goldstein, all of Albany, NY; 
Sara (Alex) Jablonski, of 
Milton, VT; Mark (Lauren) 
Rosenberg of Los Angeles, 
CA and Ethan Rosenberg 
of Washington, D.C. He will 
be deeply missed by all who 
were lucky enough to be part 
of his life.

A funeral service was held 
on Monday, June 20 at Levine 
Memorial Chapel, Albany, NY. 
Interment followed at Temple 
Israel Cemetery, Albany.
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through hands-on experimentation (making Hebrew 
letters out of Playdough or Twizzlers!), and (pandemic 
permitting) celebrate holidays by presenting plays 
at an area nursing home and rehab facility. Teacher 
Jane Shiyah is a school counselor, family coach, 
storyteller, and magician with 45 years of experience 
working with children and their families.

Ne’arim (“Youths”) students (grades 3-5) continue 
with their studies of Hebrew, as well as learning 
Torah stories and deepening Jewish values, as they 
begin to take ownership of their own Jewishness and 
find joy in Jewish learning and practice. This class 
will be taught by Emily Axelrod, an enthusiastic 
young Jewish educator majoring in religion at nearby 
Williams College.

B-mitzvah prep class for students in grades 6-7 
is taught by Rabbi Rachel Barenblat. Together 
students explore Jewish values, texts, and tradi-
tions; write their own prayers, psalms, and pages of 
Talmud; engage body and mind through learning to 
tie tzitzit; write midrash in response to Torah; learn 
Jewish ethics via graphic novels; and practice a 
variety of mitzvot, both ritual / spiritual and ethical / 
interpersonal.

In 5783 (the 2022-2023 school year), all three of 
classes will use Shalom Learning’s Jewish Values 
curriculum, which is designed for maximum flexi-
bility (if a student or teacher falls ill, we can pivot 
from onsite to online learning smoothly). Shalom 
Learning’s curriculum weaves together expertly-cu-
rated and newly-created materials, opening up 
Jewish values (e.g. teshuvah / repentance, gevurah 
/ strength, hakarat hatov / gratitude) via age-appro-
priate lessons that draw on Torah teaching, Jewish 
history, and a wide range of texts and practices. 

Family Programs
CBI also offers monthly Family Programs (spon-

sored by the Harold Grinspoon Foundation) geared 
towards families with children ages 1-8 as well 
as monthly Family Services, led by Rabbi Jarah 
Greenfield. Join together with other families in a 
joyous celebration of Shabbat through songs, stories, 
prayers, and movement-based activities related to the 
week’s Torah portion. There will be roles for young 
children and for older kids to actively participate. 
Families and adults of all ages are always welcome. 

Monthly Family Programs provide a way for fami-
lies to joyously connect with other Jewish families 
with children of similar ages. Programs planned for 
the fall include Celebrate Rosh Hashanah - Apple 
Picking at the Orchard, Picnic in the Sukkah, Full 
Moon Rising Hike, Let’s Bake Chanukah Cookies, 
and Chanukah Bonfire, Songs & Dreidels. 

To learn more, check the calendar listing on the 
CBI website: cbiberkshires.com/young-families/

CBI Hebrew school registration forms are due by 
July 31 and are available by contacting Oliver Jones, 
Synagogue Administrator, at office@cbiberkshires.com. 

Temple Anshe Amunim
Pittsfield

The goal of this Reform congregation’s Religious 
and Family Education program is to create Jewish 
lives of meaning by providing rich experiences for 
youth, families, and the community. The program 
achieves this through a variety of offerings and 
through building positive relationships. 

Writes Rabbi Liz P.G. Hirsch: “Our educational 
design principle follows our ancestral wisdom: ‘Turn 
it and turn it, for everything is in it’ (Pirke Avot 5:21). 
The ‘it’ is our Torah and all of Jewish learning.”

This year, students will look to a verse from Pirke 
Avot (1:14) as their touchstone text: “If I am not for 
myself, who will be for me? If I am only for myself, 
what am I? If not now, when?” These three questions 
will structure the year in thirds. For each ques-
tion, students “turn” between programs focusing on 
God, Torah, and Israel as core topics. Two addi-
tional topics are t’filah and kehilah, as students and 
teachers explore the thematic text through prayer 
and how to live one’s values in one’s community 
through community service and all-synagogue hikes.

The Temple will also offer its successful Friday 
evening Tot Shabbat program every month, a 
vibrant gathering open to families with children who 
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will take place during the summer months. Members 
and non-members are welcome, and Hebrew School 
can be an excellent gateway to becoming more 
involved in the community. Interested families 
are invited to contact Rabbi David Weiner at (413) 
445-4872 or rabbiweiner@outlook.com. Please check 
the Knesset Israel calendar (at knessetisrael.org) or 
the KI Facebook page for further details.

Congregation Beth Israel
North Adams 

Congregation Beth Israel’s Community Hebrew 
School, a vibrant afterschool Jewish learning 
program for children in kindergarten through 7th 
grade. This Reform congregation welcomes students 
of all family backgrounds, including those who are 
new to Jewish education.

Hebrew School
The school features multi-grade classrooms 

where students of different ages learn from and with 
each other, exploring together what it means to be 
Jewish in a welcoming, supportive, and creative 
environment. 

The primary goals are Jewish joy and empowering 
students to make Judaism their own. During class 
time, students and teachers delve into Hebrew, Torah 
learning, Jewish values and practices, and more.

Classes begin September 12 and meet on Mondays 
from 3:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Each week starts with 
the whole Hebrew school gathering together for 
“Tefilah Time,” shifting gears from secular school-day 
to Hebrew school time, singing songs, learning 
prayers, and praying together. 

Students then split into three groups:
Aleph-Tav (“A to Z”) students (grades K-2) act 

out Torah stories, learn Hebrew letters and vowels 

The Jewish Federation of the Berkshires has a strong commitment to Jewish youth, helping to provide a 
high-quality Jewish education for more than 126 children and young adults through $46,000 in grants to 
congregational religious schools across the Berkshires.

Berkshire County is fortunate to have a diverse Jewish community that offers educational opportunities 
encompassing a wide range of approaches and family preferences. This section offers an overview of local 
Jewish schools. 

Please note that owing to the BJV’s publishing schedule, some key dates and events for local religious 
schools may not have been finalized at press time. Please contact the congregations for complete details.

Knesset Israel 
Pittsfield

The Knesset Israel Hebrew School, a part of 
this Conservative congregation’s Families Together 
program, welcomes students from preschool through 
twelfth grade to dynamic classes where they learn 
Hebrew, Torah, Jewish studies, history, and culture. 
The school prides itself on its intimate classes and 
extraordinary faculty. In addition to teaching skills 
for meaningful Jewish living, the school also incorpo-
rates a ‘hidden curriculum’ helping students learn to 
value and prioritize their own involvement in Jewish 
community life.

Primary School 
Children preschool age and below are invited to 

attend the Tot Shabbat program, offered monthly. 
This exciting opportunity will incorporate music, 
games, stories, and an introduction to the Jewish 
worship experience. 

Preschool and kindergarten students enjoy 
programming on Shabbat mornings. A one-hour 
class with a highly qualified teacher features song, 
movement and Shabbat-friendly crafts. Students 
in first grade also meet on Shabbat mornings for a 
two-hour session, beginning their study of Hebrew, 
prayer, mitzvot, and Jewish holidays. Afterwards, 
these students join together for Purposeful Play, a 
program for Knesset Israel that gives the youngest 
pupils a chance to learn creatively and experientially. 
A team of experienced primary school educators is 
working together to infuse this program with best 
practices and joy.

Elementary School 
Grades 3-6 meet twice a week, on Shabbat morn-

ings and on Wednesday afternoons. Over the course 
of their elementary school years, students study 
stories from the Torah, lifecycle, holidays and Jewish 
values. Grades five and six will use discussion of 
current events to explore issues in modern Jewish 
history. All students at this age level also participate 
in Junior Congregation on a weekly basis. Wednesday 
afternoon classes use formal and informal tech-
niques to help students learn to read Hebrew fluently 
and accurately. The school is looking forward to 
continuing to grow its arts program, featuring the 
participation of local Judaica artists.

Bar/Bat Mitzvah
The crown jewel of KI’s education programs, the 

intensive bar/bat mitzvah program engages students 
deeply in developing the skills and enthusiasm they 
will need for lifelong leadership of Jewish religious life. 
Instruction includes chanting Torah and Haftarah and 
leading all Shabbat services and is complemented by a 
mitzvah project and the preparation of a short sermon 
for the morning of the bar/bat mitzvah.

High School 
Students convene weekly to study with expert 

educators. High school students also have the oppor-
tunity to serve as teaching assistants in our Hebrew 
School, especially in Junior Congregation, the bar/
bat mitzvah program and Purposeful Play programs. 

Family Programming 
Exciting programs for the whole family linking 

themes of the Jewish holidays and year with 
contemporary social issues take place on select 
Sundays, Wednesday afternoons and Shabbat after-
noons throughout the year. Open to non-members 
as well as members, these programs are a great way 
for families to experience the Knesset Israel commu-
nity. Please check the Knesset Israel calendar (at 
https://knessetisrael.org) or Facebook page for 
further details.

Registration for Knesset Israel’s Hebrew School 

Purim is always a blast at Knesset Israel

Fun in the garden at CBI



103 West Park Street
Lee, MA  01238
(413) 243-4331

www.octobermountainfa.com

October Mountain Financial Advisors is a d/b/a of St. Germain Investment Management with an office in Lee, MA.
*Trust and Banking Services provided by Lee Bank.

We know why you are here.
And we’re here for the same reasons.

More than a destination. It’s a way of life. From one 
season to the next, we understand.

It’s a set of experiences, qualities and values that 
fulfill.

We believe your financial advisors should embody 
these same attributes.

It’s why we’re here. We’re here with you. And for you.

A SEC Registered Investment Advisor

The Berkshires.

Portfolio Management ▪ Financial Planning ▪ Trust & Banking Services*
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are newborns through 5th grade. Parent engage-
ment includes the Jewish Parenting Book Club 
and other social events. All offerings occur at the 
Temple, with a hybrid option available, or in the 
community (i.e., on the hiking trail!), observing 
current COVID policies.

Religious School K-12
The religious school meets for students grades 

K-12 on Saturdays at 10:45 a.m. The Shabbat-
focused religious school integrates students into the 
broader Shabbat life of the extended Jewish commu-
nity. This is a day for communal engagement and 
relationship-building. Students seeking Hebrew 
education or b’nai mitzvah tutoring schedules can 
work independently and virtually on a schedule that 
works for the student and family. 

Young Families
The Tot Shabbat programs for our young families 

take place on Fridays, generally once per month, at 
5 p.m., with family-friendly services for the whole 
congregation immediately following at 5:45 p.m. 
Other teen engagement programs and special events 
will be shared throughout the year.

Rabbi Liz P.G. Hirsch, the rabbi and director of 
education, would be happy to speak with you and 
your family. “We hope you will join us,” writes Rabbi 
Hirsch. “We know that everyone’s Jewish journey is 
both personal and communal, and we welcome you 
to be in touch to find out more!”

To learn more or register, visit ansheamunim.org, 
email TAA templeoffice@ansheamunim.org, or call 
(413) 442-5910.

Hevreh of Southern Berkshire
Great Barrington

Religious School
“Boker Tov, Hevreh!” 
These are the words that will greet you and your 

family each Sunday morning when you arrive at 
Hevreh, a Reform congregation. With the “Boker Tov 
Hevreh Band”, rabbis, and songleader, the Religious 
School day begins together in community singing and 
prayer together. Hevreh’s religious education program 
is built on the value of Jewish joy, and moving 
through the Jewish calendar as part of an engaged 
and inclusive community. The faculty is experienced, 
creative, and dedicated to sparking a love of Jewish 

learning in each students. The curriculum highlights 
Jewish holidays, ethics and values, text, lifecycle 
and ritual and includes developmentally appropriate 
methods of learning for each class. 

This year, Hevreh looks forward to welcoming new 
and returning students in kindergarten through 7th 
grade to Religious School on Sunday, September 18 
at 10:30 a.m. 

Programs
Kindergarten-7th grade: Religious School meets 

weekly on Sunday mornings from 10:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Hebrew Skills meets weekly on 
Wednesdays from 4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. for grades 
3 through 7. Limited options are available for 1:1 
remote Hebrew instruction, as well. Hevreh welcomes 
interfaith families, GLBTQ families, new members, 
first timers, neighbors, and friends to explore all the 
education programs have to offer. 

Pre-School Age Children: Tiny Talmidim is Hevreh’s 
signature monthly program for caregivers and chil-
dren. Together, caregivers and their pre-school aged 
children explore the Jewish calendar through move-
ment, music, cooking, and crafts related to Jewish 
holidays and Jewish values. 

Teen Programs: Hevreh offers multiple points of 
entry for our post-B.Mitzvah students. Students in 
8th-12th grade will have the chance to study with 
the rabbis, travel together, and take on new leader-
ship roles in the community as part of the Madrikh 
program, where teens assist in or religious school 
classrooms. Students in 8th grade participate in 
a twice-monthly Pre-Confirmation Class with a 
focus on tzedakah and a special Israel curriculum. 
Students in 9th-12th grade participate in a twice-
monthly Confirmation class, which this year will pilot 
a new curriculum from The Mussar Institute called 
“Challenges and Choices: A Jewish Teen’s Guide to a 
Balanced Life”. 

To learn more, or to schedule a one-on-one 
appointment and tour, please contact: Joan Goldberg 
Munch at jgoldbergmunch@hevreh.org. To register, 
visit hevreh.org/religiousschool.

Miriam Udel on her new role as director of the 
Tam Institute for Jewish Studies (TIJS) at Emory 
University in Atlanta. Her proud father is Federation 
board member Ed Udel and Lisa Udel is her proud 
stepmother. And more good wishes to Miriam, who 
is completing a study of modern Jewish culture 
through the lens of Yiddish children’s literature in 
an upcoming volume titled Umbrella Sky: Children’s 
Literature and Modern Jewish Worldmaking.

Our own Traveling With Jewish Taste columnist 
Carol Goodman Kaufman on being signed by 
TouchPoint Press for her first novel, which will be a 
mystery story.

Joseph Weinberg on winning this year’s Daniel Pearl 
Berkshire Scholarship awarded to a local student 
who excelled in journalism or music. The graduating 
senior from Pittsfield High School will attend The 
Juilliard School in New York to major in music with 
a focus on double bass performance. Proud parents 
are Amy Brentano and Adam Weinberg.

Jacob Lezberg for the acceptance of his research 
paper to the 34th Canadian Conference on 
Computational Geometry. He and his co-authors 
studied the computational complexity of box-pushing 
games that involve gravity and will present their work 
at the Toronto conference in August.

Avi Dresner, who won two Simon Rockower Awards 
presented by the American Jewish Press Association 
for his hugely popular and deeply moving essay, 
“I’ll Have What He’s Having: Told he had little time 
left, my rabbi-dad wanted a last meal at Katz’s deli,” 
which appeared in The Forward. He received first 
place awards in two categories, “Award for Excellence 
in Writing About Seniors” and “Award for Excellence 
in Personal Essay.” Congrats on the “Jewlitzers”!

MAZEL TOV!

ONGOING  
MINYANS

Sunday 8:45 a.m. and 7 p.m.

Tuesday 7 p.m.

Thursday 7 p.m.

Friday 7 a.m. and 5:45 p.m.
Saturday 9:30 a.m.  

and evenings  
approximately 30 min-
utes before sunset

SHABBAT CANDLE 
LIGHTING TIMES

Candle Times

Friday, July 29 7:58 p.m.

Friday, August 5 7:50 p.m.

Friday, August 12 7:40 p.m.

Friday, August 19 7:30 p.m.

Friday, August 26 7:19 p.m.

Friday, September 2 7:07 p.m.

Knesset Israel 16 Colt Road, Pittsfield



BerkshireMontessori.org

Toddler through 8th-grade
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Jewish Women’s Foundation Annual Meeting and Luncheon  
Raised Funds for Ukraine

PITTSFIELD – The Jewish Women’s Foundation of the Berkshires (JWF), under the 
auspices of the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires, held its annual meeting and 
luncheon on June 24 at The Country Club of Pittsfield.

A silent auction raised $7,100 for the World Central Kitchen, providing human-
itarian relief to Ukraine. Three JWF grantees presented their work: Berkshire 
Bounty, Berkshire Grown, and the Guthrie Center. Attendees at the event helped 
address food insecurity in the Berkshires by bringing packaged/canned food 
items to support the mission of these grantees. The Guthrie Family provided the 
entertainment.

JWF memberships support the Foundation’s Grants Program. In 2021, JWF 
awarded $59,270 to 18 local organizations. Guided by the Jewish value of tikkun 
olam (Hebrew for repairing the world), the Jewish Women’s Foundation is dedi-
cated to sharing its Jewish values by meeting unmet needs in the community and 
supporting social action. Further information about JWF can be found on our 
website JWFB.org.

Your Federation Presents
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On June 28, nearly 100 members of our community gathered together 
at The Mount in Lenox for a review of the important work of the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires over the last 12 months. 

Starting things off with a dvar Torah was Rabbi Daveen Litwin, who joined 
Federation last winter as our director of community engagement and program-
ming. She had to tiptoe a bit around some of the issues raised in the weekly 
parshah – the story of Korach’s rebellion. She said, “While a challenging 
parshah korah, is very much concerned with issues of leadership, community, 
and continuity which are all deeply relevant, meaningful, and timely topics.” 

Our president, Elisa Schindler Frankel, marveled at how our in-person 
events this spring – our Yom Ha’Shoah commemoration, Anita Diamant’s talk, 
Shabbat Across the Berkshires, Jewish Community Day, Connecting With 
Community, and Knosh & Knowledge – attracted so many attendees seeking 
Jewish connection after two long years of separation. “We were hundreds strong 
in just a few short months,” she said. “A staggering and uplifting number!”

She added: “And it is with great excitement 
that I share that the Federation’s 2022 Annual 
Campaign is off to an amazing start. Out of 
the gate, we have raised $600,000, bringing us 
slightly over the 50-yardline towards reaching 
our $1,100,000 goal.” 

Elisa left the gathered with an exhorta-
tion: “My Call to Action this evening is this: 
I ask each of you to leave here tonight with 
a renewed sense of hope for our future. In that hope, I ask you to serve as 
ambassadors on behalf of our Federation. It’s as simple as this - Share the 
impact we have on our community with your family and friends who are not 
necessarily involved. When you attend one of our programs or events, invite 
someone who has not attended before to join you. If you know of people who 
are ‘newish and Jewish’ in our community and not aware of all that we have to 
offer, please provide us with their names so that we can send them a welcome 
to our Jewish community packet.

Federation’s treasurer Judy Usow conducted the installation of new and 
returning board members and thanked Josh Bloom and Ariel Pink, whose 
terms have expired, for their work on behalf of Federation. Judy spoke for the 
entire community in voicing a special thanks to Ellen Heffen for her more than 
20 years of service in various leadership roles – as well as in sharing everyone’s 
suspicion that Ellen will be back with us in some way before too long. A hearty 
yasher koach to all who volunteer for this community!

Executive Director Dara Kaufman reminded the gathered of the Federation’s 
vital work during these last two years of crisis and uncertainty. “We are very 
proud that throughout the pandemic, Federation’s vital programs and services 
never stopped,” she said. “Despite the overwhelming uncertainty and the ever-
changing challenges our community has faced, Federation’s was always there 
supporting the needs of our community. We never stopped.”

Dara pointed to the programs that brought thousands of people together 
over this time, to the religious school and camp scholarships Federation 
funded, to the increased social services provided for our most vulnerable, to 
security upgrades and trainings for our Jewish communal institutions, and 
to the anti-bias outreach that this organization has provided to the wider 
Berkshires community without interruption. She also shared details about the 
implementation of our strategic plan and the benefits already accruing.

Our Overseas Partners
Much of the evening’s focus was on the work of the Federation system and 

its overseas partners in Ukraine. Since the invasion began in February, our 
generous donors have contributed more than $100,000 in emergency funding 

Your Federation Presents

to aid Jews caught up in the conflict. Our guest speakers, both of whom were 
recently on the ground in Eastern Europe, shared vivid stories of what the 
needs have been and what our help has actually accomplished.

Alexandra Shklar, a director of strategic partnerships at The Joint 
Distribution Committee (JDC) who has visited refugee camps in the region, said 
that “the reason we could be there on February 24,” the day Russia invaded 
Ukraine, “was because we were there on February 23.” She shared the nature 
of JDC’s ongoing work in Ukraine before the war, which prepared a network 
of contacts and resources that the organization could quickly mobilize. Shklar 
described the way that hotlines manned by Russian-speaking operators are 
maintained around the clock to receive calls from Ukrainian Jews in need and 
ofttimes in imminent danger.

In a recorded conversation with Dara Kaufman, Roman Polonsky of the 
Jewish Agency For Israel (JAFI) spoke from Hungary about the massive logis-
tical challenges they are facing since the onset of hostilities, and how his 

organization rose to the challenge to bring Jews 
to Israel and other safe havens. He shared a 
particularly harrowing story of how only four 
JAFI staffers in Hungary scrambled to trans-
port more than 30,000 persons out of Ukraine 
in the war’s early stages, many of them massed 
at border crossings in bitter winter weather. 
He talked about the future of the evacuation 
and challenges for the refugees who have made 

it to Israel. “This has been no ordinary Aliyah,” he asserted. “These people 
are refugees. They fled.” Complicating things has been the lack of air travel 
between Israel and both Ukraine and Russia, making it necessary for refugees 
to go through other countries rather than being airlifted out directly. Still, he 
shared hopeful developments, such a streamlined documentation process that 
allows Jews in need to get to Israel more quickly.

Both Shklar and Polonsky gratefully acknowledged the contributions of 
American Jewish communities like ours for our assistance. 

Star Student – Emma Adelson
Also at the meeting, Federation board member Judith Cook presented the 

Henry Simkin, Frances Simkin Schiller, and Dr. Stanley and Faye Simkin 
Scholarship to Emma Adelson of Lee. Emma, who attended Miss Hall’s School 
and will enroll at University of Vermont in the fall, is this year’s outstanding 
Jewish high school senior who demonstrated high academic achievement and 
leadership in the Jewish and broader communities. Proud parents are Beryl 
Jolly and Matthew Adelson; the family belongs to Hevreh of Southern Berkshire.

The president of the Jewish Affinity Group at Miss Hall’s, Emma was also a 
member of the equestrian team and held leadership roles with several clubs at 
the school. In her personal statement, Emma expressed how her Jewish identity 
began to develop at Hevreh’s Tiny Talmidim classroom and grew as she attended 
URJ Camp Eisner during the summers – both supported by Federation. She 
writes that visiting Israel in 2018 with Hevreh’s b’nai mitzvah program “firmly 
rooted my deep connection with the Jewish religion. Every aspect of this expe-
rience became a core memory.” She has also engaged in activism and social 
change, and cites attending the March For Our Lives against gun violence in 
Boston with Hevreh as being a transformative experience.

Emma has worked as an intern and surgery assistant at Berkshire 
Veterinary Hospital. She will major in Animal Sciences at University of 
Vermont, where she has already started to make connections with the Jewish 
student community.

Annual Meeting Recapped an Active Year in the Jewish Berkshires
JDC and JAFI reps shared stories from the frontlines of conflict

“It’s as simple as this – Share the 
impact we have on our community 

with your family and friends who are 
not necessarily involved.”
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What a special Jewish Community Day we had at High Lawn Farm on June 12. More than 350 
happy revelers showed up to celebrate our Jewish community and enjoy being together with old 
and new friends. Thank you so much to all the volunteers – they’re the folks in the ice cream cone 
aprons – who helped.

Gathering together was the perfect way to celebrate the kickoff of Federation’s Annual Campaign 
2022! It’s summer in the Jewish Berkshires – there is so much going on and we hope to be seeing 
much more of you!

Community Day Kicked Off Annual Campaign 2022 in Rousing Style

PHOTOGRAPHS BY CAROL SMOKLER



Experience Our Newly Renovated Community!

Welcome to
Carefree Living

Scenic mountain view dining
Expanded deck with fire pit for outdoor
dining and lounging
State-of-the-art Movie Theater and
Media Room
Weekly linen and housekeeping services
Modernized Bistro, perfect for socializing
with guests
Personal chauffeur
Cultural, educational, and social events

Incomparable five star services and
amenities including

Schedule a tour to enter to win dinner for two
at your favorite local restaurant!

 

413-499-1992

You're going to love it here!

INDEPENDENT RATES STARTING AT $2,675
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Host Committee
Marjorie and Barry Berg
Helene Berger
Terry and Mel Drucker
Elisa Schindler Frankel 
   and Larry Frankel
Jane Glaser
Rabbis Rachel Hertzman
   and Rex Perlmeter
Liz and Alan Jaffe
Jane Karlin
Marilyn and Elihu Katzman
Leslie and Roy Kozupsky
Nancy and Norman Lipoff

 

Event Chairs: Elisa Spungen Bildner and Robert Bildner

RSVP
 by July 11

Minimum gift 
of $1,000 or more to the 

2022 annual campaign

Nan and Allan Lipton
Ellen and Stuart Masters
Natalie and Roger Matus
Daryl Messinger and Jim Heeger
Helice and Steven Picheny 
Penny and Claudio Pincus
Elaine and Bernard Roberts
Anne Schnesel
Zelda Schwebel
Hope and Gene Silverman
Diane Troderman and Harold Grinspoon
Judy and Mark Usow

Major 
Donors 

Celebration

Guest Speaker
Frederic L. Bloch

Senior VP and Chief 
Growth Officer, ADL

 

Special Performance
Paul Green and 

Two Worlds Ensemble 
 

July 24, 2022 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Country Club of Pittsfield
639 South Street, Pittsfield, MA

 
 

Register at jewishberkshires.org/celebration

Proof of vaccination required. 
Masking protocols will be shared closer to the event.

For a safer experience, we have adjusted our format to include 
schmoozing and breakfast hors d'oeuvres on the covered porch 
followed by a theater style program indoors. There will be no 
assigned seating.

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
AT HEVREH

Jewish Life. Jewish Joy. Jewish Community.

Visit www.hevreh.org/religiousschool 
for more information about our 

educational programs for families 
and children ages 3-18.

Program options include:

• weekly classes for Kindergarten-7th grade 
focusing on the holidays, rituals, ethics and 

rhythms of Jewish life

• a monthly caregiver & child program for 
preschool aged children

• small group and 1:1 Hebrew instruction

• engaging teen programs including leadership 
training and social opportunities

For calendar listings and events
www.jewishberkshires.orgCheck out our website!
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Our congregations came together on June 10 for Shabbat Across the Berkshires. This special Kabbalat Shabbat service 
marked one of the first times we all joined together at a communal worship service since the start of the pandemic – it 
was amazing to be together!

Thanks so much to Hevreh of Southern Berkshire in Great Barrington for hosting the service and oneg under the tent.

Service and Oneg Brought Us Together at  
Shabbat Across the Berkshires



Interested in Volunteering Locally?
Literacy Network of South Berkshire needs volunteer tutors!

  Work 1:1 with a local immigrant  
or US-born adults in learning  
or improving English language 
and literacy skills. 

 Training and support provided. 
 Work remotely or in person. 
 Only 1 hour per week.

Our tutors 
love what 
they do! 

Contact Leigh Doherty 
ldoherty@litnetsb.org or 413-243-0471

Join the community!

WWWWWW..SSTTOONNEEHHOOUUSSEEPPRROOPPEERRTTIIEESS..CCOOMM
WWEESSTT  SSTTOOCCKKBBRRIIDDGGEE,,  MMAA    ••    CCHHAATTHHAAMM,,  NNYY    ••    GGTT..  BBAARRRRIINNGGTTOONN,,  MMAA

SSuuppppoorrttiinngg  tthhee  AArrttss,,  CCuullttuurree,,  EEnnvviirroonnmmeenntt,,  
aanndd  SSoocciiaall  NNeeeeddss  iinn  tthhee  BBeerrkksshhiirreess  SSiinnccee  11998844

Tamuz/Av/Elul 5782  Berkshire Jewish Voice   •   jewishberkshires.org Page 17

LOCAL NEWS

Musical Minyan with Community Dinner:  
Friday, August 19 at 5:45 p.m.

A small acoustic ensemble provides the back-
drop for the Kabbalat Shabbat service at KI’s Musical 
Minyan. At times meditative, at times spirited, this 
service embraces beloved traditional, modern, and 
global melodies to welcome the Sabbath Bride. 

Knesset Israel 
Welcomes the 
Community to Observe 
Tisha B’Av
PITTSFIELD – Knesset Israel marks the solemn 
holiday of Tisha B’Av with two services. 

On Saturday, August 6 at 9 p.m., an evoca-
tive late-night service marks the anniversary of the 
destruction of the Temple. Hear the chanting of the 
Book of Lamentations and recite ancient and contem-
porary elegies in remembrance. Visitors are welcome 
to attend and participate, whether it’s their first time 
at Tisha B’Av services or they attend every year. 
Those who may wish to chant part of Eicha should 
contact the synagogue office in advance.
On Sunday, August 7, at 8:45 a.m., the somber, 
reserved Tisha B’Av morning service will include a 
Torah reading and a haftara for the fast day, which 
marks the destruction of the Temple.

Knesset Israel is at 16 Colt Road in Pittsfield.

Ramblin’ with the Rav: 
Kibitzing and Talking 
Torah on the Trail
PITTSFIELD AND BEYOND – By now it’s no secret 
that Knesset Israel’s Rabbi David Weiner loves to 
get out on the trails. This summer, he’s sharing his 
love of the outdoors with the whole community on 
his Wednesday morning hikes. Several times this 
summer, Rabbi Weiner will lead a friendly group into 
the woods to schmooze, enjoy the views, and maybe 
talk a little Torah among the trees.

Hollow Fields / Perry’s Peak
On Wednesday, July 20, head out to Perry’s Peak 

in Richmond for a sweet loop hike in the woods and 
meadows above a bucolic pasture. Hikers will walk the 
4 miles at a relaxed pace, and stop to enjoy the spec-
tacular views of the Lebanon Valley, Richmond, and 
Yokun Ridge. 

Mt. Greylock’s Hopper Trail
The hike on Wednesday, August 3, is one of the 

Berkshires’ premier hikes, along the rim of Mt. 
Greylock’s unique Hopper. The route is along the 
dramatic Stony Ledge via the Hopper and Haley Farm 
trails. Hikers will catch their breath and the unbeat-
able view before making the steep descent back to the 
parking lot. This hike is only for the strong of knee 
and heart, as there’s some strenuous terrain and the 
occasional bear in the area. 

Keystone Arch Bridges
On Wednesday, August 17, we’ll take our last 

group Ramble of the season, through the Keystone 
Arch Bridges of Chester and Middlefield. This lovely 
out-and-back trail takes us alongside the first rail-
road to cross the Berkshires. The river burbles, the 

Celebrate Shabbat 
Outdoors at the 
Foothills of Mount 
Greylock with CBI
Plus a special service to mark 
Tisha B’Av
NORTH ADAMS – As the summer heats up, 
Congregation Beth Israel invites everyone to regular 
Shabbat services held outdoors in their glorious yard 
at the foothills of Mount Greylock under the willow 
tree. If weather doesn’t permit, then join CBI for a 
service in the beautiful sanctuary looking out through 
a wall of glass at the mountains. Either way, it will be 
a moving experience combining prayer and nature.

The congregation will join together with prayer, 
song, and poetry on Saturday mornings, July 23, July 
30, August 5, August 13, August 20, August 27 and 
September 3 at 9:30 a.m. Rabbi Rachael Barenblat, 
known as the Velveteen Rabbi, will share some words 
of Torah (and some words about Torah) as all bask 
in Shabbat’s sweetness. Services include traditional 
liturgy, contemporary poetry, chant, and song.

Tisha B’Av
CBI will hold a special, meaningful service for Tisha 

b’Av on Sunday, August 7. In this year when so much 
feels broken, harness Tisha b’Av (observed) to experience 
the spiritual uplift of rebuilding and repair. (The day 
itself falls on August 6, which is Shabbat, so is observed 
the following day.) “Lean in” to the fact that it’s the day 
after Tisha b’Av, which means it’s the first day of the 
49-day journey of Tisha b’Av to Rosh Hashanah. Details 
of this program were evolving at press time, but will be 
shared on the website, cbiberkshires.com.

RSVP at https://cbiberkshires.com/
calendar-services/.

Friday Night Lights: 
Music, Food and 
Friendship to  
Welcome Shabbat
PITTSFIELD – This summer, Knesset Israel is pleased 
to have a few different Kabbalat Shabbat experiences 
planned. They will welcome Shabbat with traditional 
and musical variations of the Kabbalat Shabbat 
service under the big tent (weather permitting). And 
once each month, participants will sit together to 
share a community dinner with old and new friends. 

Shirei Shabbat with Community Dinner:  
Friday, July 22, 5:45 p.m.

Join the Knesset Israel Band for an upbeat 
musical service including many contemporary melo-
dies. Register in advance for the community dinner 
following the service: knessetisrael.org/rsvp. Dinner 
is $20 for adults, Free for those younger than 18.

Traditional Kabbalat Shabbat: Fridays,  
July 29 and August 5 and 12 at 5:45 p.m.

A variety of lay shlihei tzibbur – sometimes one, 
sometimes two – lead the congregation in the tradi-
tional Kabbalat Shabbat service.

cascades impress, and the handmade rock cuts and 
ingenious keystone bridges are models of not-quite-
modern engineering. This will be a low intensity hike, 
with a stop along the way to wade in the cool river.

Group size is limited and advance registration 
is required. Please come prepared for hiking, with 
appropriate footwear, hat, water, snacks, bug spray, 
poles if you use them, etc. Rain or heat delays are 
possible. Most trails have no bathroom facilities. 
Hikers will convene at the K.I. parking lot at 8:30 
a.m. www.knessetisrael.org/rsvp.

“The State of Two 
States,” with Israel 
Policy Forum CEO 
David Halperin 
GREAT BARRINGTON - On Wednesday, August 3, at 
4 p.m., join Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, in part-
nership with Israel Policy Forum, “The State of Two 
States,” a discussion on the current flashpoints of 
the Israel / Palestinian conflict, and how the current 
climate is affecting a future two-state outcome. 

Israel Policy Forum CEO David Halperin, recently 
returned from Israel and the West Bank shares 
his expertise on where the conflict stands from 
Washington and the region. 

This in-person event is co-sponsored by the 
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires. Hevreh is at  
270 State Road in Great Barrington.

Shabbat Indoors and 
Outdoors with Temple 
Anshe Amunim
PITTSFIELD – This summer, Temple Anshe Amunim 
offers different opportunities to celebrate Shabbat.

Kabbalat Shabbat
Join Rabbi Liz P.G. Hirsch at 5:30 p.m., every 

Friday night for Shabbat services. All are welcome to 
join in person or via livestream. Please reach out to 
the Temple office for the link to the livestream.

Torah Study
At 9:30 a.m. every Saturday, Rabbi Hirsch leads 

a Torah study session. All are welcome to join in 
person or via zoom. Please reach out to the Temple 
office for the link to Zoom.

TAA Shabbat Hikes
On Saturday, July 23, join TAA for a hike at 

the Boulders in Dalton. Participants will meet 
at the Temple at 10:45 a.m. Open to all levels. 
Pre-registration is required. To register, go to: tinyurl.
com/JulyTAAShabbatHikes.

On Saturday, July 30, the hike will be at the 
Appalachian Trail at the Kirchner Road Trailhead on 
the road up to Hinsdale. To register, go to: tinyurl.
com/JulyTAAShabbatHikes.

Shabbat hikes in August will be at Olivia’s 
Overlook (August 6), Wild Acres off South Mountain 
Road in Pittsfield (August 13) and at the Old Mill 
Trail in Hinsdale (August 20). To register, go to: 
tinyurl.com/AugustTAAShabbatHikes.

TAA, 
continued on page 18



Create a Jewish Legacy Campaign
Please remember the Jewish Community in your will.

carrhardware.com

Experience Matters.
Trusted Brands.

547 North Street
413.443.5611

489 Pittsfield Road
413.442.0983

179 State Road
413.663.6600

57 Park Street
413.243.2541

256 Main Street
413.528.4520

Local Business, Local Focus since 1928.

Lee 
Hardware
221 Main Street
413.243.0786

Pittsfield Lenox
North 
Adams

Great 
BarringtonLee

" We like your smile when we're done."Berkshire
ROOFING
413-298-1029
bgrco.net
Mike Linde

RESIDENTIAL 
ROOFING SPECIALIST
Written Estimates • Fully Insured

Radon Testing 
and Mitigation

NEHA & NRSB CERTIFIED

(413) 528-9700  

❑ COMPETITIVE PRICING
 ❑ PROMPT SERVICE
 ❑ FIVE-YEAR WARRANTY

✓
✓
 
 ✓
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Temple Anshe Amunim is a Reform Jewish 
Congregation that promotes engaging and widespread 
participation in services, education, and cultural 
and social action programs. The Temple, located at 
26 Broad Street, Pittsfield is an accessible building. 
For more information, contact the Temple Anshe 
Amunim office at (413) 442-5910, email templeoffice@
ansheamunim.org or visit www.ansheamunim.org.

Get Out and Enjoy 
Our Summer Cultural 
Season with Temple 
Anshe Amunim

Celebrate the rich opportunities to enjoy music 
and art in the Berkshires this summer with Temple 
Anshe Amunim.

Tanglewood Havdalah
LENOX – Please join Temple Anshe Amunim on 
Saturday, August 13 at 7 p.m. on the lawn at 
Tanglewood for a brief Havdalah service followed by a 
BSO concert at 8 p.m. Look for the blue and  
white balloons! 

A ticket to the concert may be purchased at the 
gate or in advance online.

Sol LeWitt’s Universal and Particular Artwork –  
A Mass MoCA Excursion
NORTH ADAMS – Please join Rabbi Liz P.G. Hirsch 
and a Mass MoCA educator on Wednesday, July 
27, at 10:45 a.m., for a guided tour of the extensive 
LeWitt exhibit and then spend the day at Mass MoCA. 
Meet at the museum. Pre-registration is required. To 
register, go to: tinyurl.com/TAAGuidedTour

Summer Classes and 
Talks at Temple Anshe 
Amunim
PITTSFIELD – This summer, join Temple Anshe 
Amunim for programs that will stimulate the mind 

and one that will prepare you for the congregation’s 
signature summer event – the Feigenbaum Lecture, 
this year featuring Julian Castro.

The Politics of Historical Memory
Please join TAA board trustee, Robyn Rosen, Ph.D, 

on Wednesday, July 20, at 11:45 am, as she exam-
ines the way nations grapple with difficult eras and 
events in history. Pre-registration is required. To 
register, go to: tinyurl.com/TAAJuly20 Lecture

Book Discussion:  
An Unlikely Journey,  
by Julian Castro 

Please join Rabbi P.G. Hirsch on Wednesday, 
August 10, at 11:45 a.m., to discuss Julian Castro’s 
memoir. Julian Castro, the former Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development and now a 
commentator for MSNBC, will be the guest speaker at 
the 55th Annual Feigenbaum Lecture on Thursday, 
August 21 at TAA – more on that in the next BJV. 
Pre-registration for the book talk is required. 
To register, go to: tinyurl.com/TAAAug10Book 
Discussion. For more information about registering 
for the lecture, visit ansheamunim.org.

Berkshire Jewish Film  
Festival Continues

This year, the Berkshire Jewish Film Festival 
marks its 36th season. Over the years, the BJFF has 
shown hundreds of films to thousands of people. 
The BJFF continues as a virtual festival this year, 
showing films online on Monday nights. 

The six weeks of programming showcases 11 
feature films – plus five shorts that will be screened 
on August 8. Information about tickets, season 
passes, and Zoom talkbacks are on the festival 
website berkshirejewishfilmfestival.org.

Welcome to the
Jewish Berkshires
Everyone is welcome to attend  
services and events at any of the  
organizations listed here.

Please call the organizations
directly to confirm service times
or to inquire about membership.

Learn more about our Jewish
community and find great
events on the community
calendar at:

JEWISHBERKSHIRES.ORG

Berkshire Minyan
Lay-led, Traditional,  
Egalitarian Minyan
South County
berkshireminyan.org

Berkshire Hills Hadassah
P.O. Box 187, Pittsfield, MA
(413) 443-4386,
Berkshirehillshadassah@gmail.com

B’nai B’rith Lodge, No. 326

Chabad of the Berkshires
450 South St., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 499-9899,
jewishberkshires.com

Congregation Ahavath Sholom
Reconstructionist
North St., Great Barrington, MA
(413) 528-4197, ahavathsholom.com

Congregation Beth Israel
Reform
53 Lois St., North Adams, MA
(413) 663-5830, cbiberkshires.com

Hevreh of Southern Berkshire
Reform
270 State Rd., Great Barrington, MA 
(413) 528-6378, hevreh.org

Israel Philatelist Society
c/o Dr. Ed Helitzer,  
(413) 447-7622

Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
196 South St., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 442-4360, jewishberkshires.org

Jewish War Veterans
Commander Robert Waldheim
(413) 822-4546, sellit4@aol.com

Knesset Israel
Conservative
16 Colt Rd., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 445-4872, knessetisrael.org

Temple Anshe Amunim
Reform
26 Broad St., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 442-5910, ansheamunim.org

BERKSHIRE JEWISH CONGREGATIONS  
& ORGANIZATIONS

TAA,
continued from page 17
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LOCAL NEWS

PHILADELPHIA – On May 22, Donald L. Shapiro, a philanthropist and 
Reconstructionist movement leader, was honored at the Reconstructionist 
Rabbinical College’s 50th graduation ceremony. Shapiro is the founder of Vector 
Reality Associates, the real estate development firm, and is a longtime member of 
Reconstructing Judaism’s board of directors and past president of the college. 

Shapiro has been a Lenox second-homeowner for 25 years, spending his 
summers here with this wife, Arlene. They are major donors to our Federation 
and members of Congregation Ahavath Sholom in Great Barrington.

Shapiro was raised in Great Neck, NY, and was educated at Phillips Academy 
Andover and Harvard University. He proudly served in the U.S. Navy as a 
communications and top-secret control officer on a heavy cruiser in the U.S. 
Navy’s Sixth Fleet. He spent a decade working for Levitt & Sons, the developers 
whose designs and structures were highly influential in post-war, suburban 
home construction, overseeing all land acquisitions for the company. He left to 
form Vector Realty Associates, which built condominiums and high-rises in the 
New York area. 

Shapiro first encountered Reconstructionist Judaism in the late 1960s 
while living in Huntington, NY, with his first wife, Ann, and their children. 
The family was invited by friends to join a fledgling Reconstructionist commu-
nity, Congregation Kehillath Shalom in Cold Spring Harbor. Within a few years, 
Shapiro was president of the congregation and a committed Reconstructionist. 
Later, when he moved to Manhattan, he served as president of a second 
Reconstructionist congregation, West End Synagogue. More recently, he also 
served as president of a third synagogue, Temple Shalom, a Reform community in 
his winter home of Naples, FL. 

In the early 1980s, he was invited by friend Aaron Ziegelman – a longtime 
movement supporter – and Rabbi Arthur Green, then RRC’s president, to join 
the college’s board. Today, he sits on the board of Reconstructing Judaism and 
serves on several of its committees. Shapiro also sits on the Board of Advisors of 
the Boston Symphony Orchestra. He is past president of the Harvard Club of New 
York City and the Harvard Club of Naples.  

The Berkshire Jewish Voice caught up with Mr. Shapiro upon his return to the 
Berkshires in mid-June. We asked him to share some thoughts on Jewish involve-
ment, and how even the busiest executives might still find the time to work on 
their chosen philanthropic pursuits.

Let’s start with your interest in Reconstructing Judaism. Several years ago, 
I was at the General Assembly for the Jewish Federations of North America. 
The leadership – all very accomplished businessmen – all stressed, in different 
ways, how important it was for someone involved in Jewish communal life to 
make a point of connecting with Jewish practice of some sort – be it going to 
services, be it studying texts, studying Torah. And it seems that you found that 
in Reconstructing Judaism. So what was your connection to that that made you 
commit yourself over these many years?

Well, it may be a little different than you surmise. I was a 34-year-old, young 
married guy on Long Island with a six-year-old and a newborn baby. And my 
wife and I were invited to the inaugural meeting of a new congregation forming in 
Huntington, Long Island. We were not members of any synagogue at that point, 
although we had looked at a number of them and found them uninspiring, let’s 
put it that way. But good friends of ours were among people who were starting 
this congregation. So we went to the inaugural meeting in August of 1969, and 
that’s when I first heard the word ‘Reconstructionism.’ I’d never heard of Mordecai 
Kaplan, who had more or less created [the movement] by explaining that Judaism 
is an evolving civilization, meaning that we don’t practice Judaism the way they 
did in medieval times or in biblical times or even in pre-war Europe. We practice it 
in accordance with the beliefs and mores of the society in which we live. So it was 
an American way of looking at things – very, very practical, with many tenets that 
appealed to us. 

That rabbi was also a Civil Rights figure and had marched with Martin Luther 
King. My wife and I decided to join. Now, I’m not a religious guy, but we wanted 
to be members of a synagogue because we had young children and we thought 
that was the thing to do. Four years later, I was asked to be president and 
then later on, years later, when I moved to New York, I became a member of a 
Reconstruction synagogue in New York called West End Synagogue. Maybe six or 
seven years after that, they asked me to be president of that. I got to know a lot of 
people, and I guess somebody thought that I could lead. 

There’s an old story of Harry Golden. So Harry asked his father why he goes 
to shul, and his father answered, “Moshe Rabinowitz goes to shul to talk to God. 
I go to shul to talk to Moshe Rabinowitz.” That’s the way I feel about going to 

shul. The prayers, they’re just words on the page. To me, they don’t really ring 
with much resonance. But I like being part of a Jewish community, and I like 
talking to people that I’ve met and know, or new people, and being a part of a 
congregation. 

But certainly you must have some sense of the importance of Jewish identification 
and peoplehood. Tell me a little bit about your thoughts on that.

My parents were members of a Reform synagogue in Great Neck, Long Island, 
where I grew up. My father died when I was 13 years old, three days after my bar 
mitzvah, of lung cancer. He had been sick for a long time, and the rabbi at that 
congregation in Great Neck was very solicitous and very warm to my family. And 
he liked me, and we liked him. And it made me feel closer to Judaism because of 
the attention that he gave our family after my father had died. So that probably 
had something to do with it.

When I was a kid in Andover, I didn’t feel discriminated in any way, but 
there was no support either for being Jewish. I had to go to class on Saturdays 
and on Yom Kippur and Rosh Hashanah, as well. But I remember myself at age 
15 asking the school minister if he could arrange for a bus to a local town for 
Jewish kids to go to services on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. He arranged 
the bus for me and I led that bus for a couple of years, while I was a student 
there. When I was in the Navy as a naval officer on a heavy cruiser in the 6th 
Fleet, on Yom Kippur, I arranged a service. I found an old prayer book and had 
the ship’s clerk type up a service that I put together and had a service for about 
12 sailors in the ship’s library. So I always felt a need or a desire to be part of a 
Jewish community. 

Also, one of my daughters, Rona Shapiro, is a Conservative rabbi. She was 
voted by The Forward several years ago as one of the most inspiring rabbis in the 
country. And I’m very proud of her. I enjoy going to synagogue in Connecticut for 
High Holidays and listening to her sermons. 

Let me ask you about that person who is like you when you first connected to 
Reconstructing Judaism – someone in your mid-30s, somebody with a young family, 
somebody with a busy and high-pressure business life. What would you say to that 
person in terms of how to think about getting involved and committing time and 
effort to communal affairs?

Once you become a charitable person or a philanthropic person, you support 
all kinds of causes. I think that comes from watching your family when you grow 
up and from them comes learning how these things work in society. 

Do you think that there is a different emphasis nowadays than there was 50 years 
ago when you were first getting involved? Was there more of a, I don’t know, social 
impetus to be a joiner, to be a leader?

I don’t think so. I think it’s always been there for those who want to find it.

What I hear you saying is that if you have that commitment, you’ll find the time.

That’s right.

Don Shapiro (center) with Seth Rosen, chair of Reconstructing Judaism's Board 
of Governors, and Rabbi Deborah Waxman, Ph.D., president and CEO of 

Reconstructing Judaism, on May 22.

Reconstructionist Rabbinical College Honors Donald Shapiro of Lenox
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Keren Weiner, Genealogist
Tracing your roots in the United States and abroad

“A Toast…To Our Ancestors”
kweiner2@gmail.com | 413-499-9980 | www.kerenweinergenealogy.com
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Traveling with Jewish Taste
Some Like it Hot
By Carol Goodman Kaufman

Carol Goodman Kaufman is a psychologist and author with a passion for travel 
and food. She is currently at work on a food history/cookbook, tracing the paths 
that some of our favorite foods have taken from their origins to appear on dinner 
plates and in cultural rites and artifacts around the world. She invites readers to 
read her blog at carolgoodmankaufman.com and to follow her on Twitter 
@goodmankaufman.

Schug
As with any recipe, there are dozens, if not hundreds, of variations of this 
Yemenite hot sauce. This one is adapted from that of award-winning chef 
and restaurateur, Michael Solomonov, whose book Zahav I reviewed in this 
column a while back. Solomonov has expanded the ingredients list signifi-
cantly, and he includes fresh cilantro. Alas, I cannot tolerate the taste of that 
herb, so I don’t use it. If you love the stuff, by all means add one cup of it.

Ingredients:

Directions:

In the base of a food processor, combine all of the ingredients, except 
the oil. 

Pulse until a coarse paste forms.

Transfer the mixture to a large bowl and stir in the oil.

Use immediately or store the schug in an airtight container in the 
refrigerator for up to 1 month.

* If you don't want your relish too high on the Scoville scale,  
make sure to remove the seeds from the chili peppers and/or use 
fewer of them.

1 cup parsley
1 cup cilantro (optional)
2 tablespoons lemon juice
1 tablespoon ground coriander
1 tablespoon ground cardamom

1 tablespoon kosher salt
20 serrano or jalapeño chiles, 

stems removed*
4 garlic cloves
1 cup vegetable oil

with mustard sauce, considered a 
delicacy fit for a king. And given the 
Middle Eastern mandate for hospi-
tality, it was also fit for strangers 
coming to one’s tent. Calves are 
young and tender and, therefore, 
the best. And their tongues can be 
prepared quickly. 

But Rashi claims that Abraham 
brought back three calves. How did 
the scholar come to that conclu-
sion? He interprets the one cow in 
the Torah narrative as three because 
that many different words for the 
animal appear there. 

Mustard arrived in Israel and to 
the rabbis there in part due to the Romans, because Rome occupied Israel for 
over half a century. And Romans liked their mustard. Although mustard seed 
had been in use since the time of the Egyptians, they were the first to popularize 
making a spread by grinding the seeds and mixing them with wine or vinegar.

Mustard is so much a part of our culture that Worcester native Barry Levenson 
founded the National Mustard Museum. Located in Wisconsin, the place displays 
over 6,000 varieties of the stuff, and even sponsors the World-Wide Mustard 
Competition. In one episode of pursuing his passion (obsession?), Levenson 
surveyed Jewish delis in New York, arguably the home of Jewish deli, and found 
that no two could agree on the variety of the condiment they preferred. Some 
insist that horseradish must be in the mix, while others insist on garlic. 

As much as I love mustard it, like horseradish, can be quite potent. While 
visiting our daughter and her family recently, I took a large spoonful of Dijon 
mustard, normally a fairly tame condiment, to spread onto a sandwich. My 
sinuses will never be the same. 

Then there are the Sephardi and Mizrachi hot sauces that can hold their own, 
and then some, when pitted against the Ashkenazi ones. Harif, the Hebrew word 
for sharp, is a general term and can include two main forms of hot sauce used by 
our extended family, such as harissa and schug.

As with horseradish, I think every family has its own harif story. Mine takes 
place in 1990, when we traveled with another family to Israel. On one of our first 
days of touring, we stopped in Beit She’an to have lunch. Joel and friend Howie 
took charge of ordering while the mothers watched our collective eight children. 

Over the years, pining away for my youthful experience living in Israel, I had 
probably mentioned harif a couple of dozen times. Unfortunately, no form of the 
relish was available for purchase here in the States, or at least where I was living. 
So, whenever I served falafel, we had to make do with salsa. 

Thinking I’d be delighted, Joel decided to dress my falafel sandwich with the 
harif offered at this little kiosk. And he really poured the stuff on. As a result, 
when I took the first bite of my stuffed pita, flames shot out of my ears. Joel went 
into the doghouse, to which he returns whenever I think of harif.

There’s a reason that kiosk had a photo of the Rebbe hanging on the wall. 
Anybody partaking of that much harif would need divine intervention.

If I recall correctly, the harif at this place in Beit She’an was harissa. A very 
potent form of it. This particular hot sauce comes from our extended family in 
North Africa. Sometimes sweet and other times smoky, it is a flavorful chili paste 
made from peppers, garlic, coriander seeds, paprika, cumin, caraway seeds, olive 
oil, and lemon. Rather than blow your socks off immediately, some harissa will 
provide a slow build-up of heat. The stuff in Beit She’an wasn’t that kind.

From our Yemeni cousins comes schug, a green (sometimes red or brown) 
chili paste whose base is made from chilis, vinegar and oil. The brown variety has 
green pepper and tomatoes. Not only good to spread onto falafel or sabich, schug 
goes well with anything from grilled meats to roasted veggies to eggs. Adding a 
dollop of sour cream or yogurt can help to tame the heat. The ingredients you’ll need for Solomonov’s  

take on schug

Both Kabbalist Moshe Cordovero and the 
philosopher Nachmanides (the Ramban) 

compared the universe to the size of a 
mustard seed

A few years ago, Joel and I accompanied a 
group of teens from Hadassah’s youth villages 
on their mission to Poland. The trip, similar to 
our March of the Living, was the culmination 
of a year’ study about pre-war Poland and the 
Holocaust. Like the population in our villages, 
the kids represented virtually every country in 
which Jews have lived. Students hailed from 
Ethiopia, Morocco, Russia, and Estonia, just to 
name a few.

The weather was beyond cold, at one point 
dipping – or should I say plunging – to 18 below 
zero. I noticed that Katya, one of the girls in our 
group, was standing with coat unbuttoned and 

open to the wind. She wore neither hat nor gloves.
“Katya!” I cried. “You’ll catch your death of cold. Button up!”
Katya’s smile hovered somewhere between amusement and tolerance. “Carol,” 

she said, voice heavy with her Russian accent, “I am from Siberia. I am hot.”
And the kids from the Mediterranean and Middle East? Bundled up top to 

bottom.
But regardless of where these kids came from originally, they all liked their 

food fiery. As we Jews lived in cold climates, hot and spicy condiments warmed 
us. In hot ones, they’ve opened up our pores and allowed perspiration to cool us.

So let’s take a look at a few of the piquant and potent elements of our cuisine. 
I’ll start with two Ashkenazi Old Country choices: horseradish and mustard. 
Known as chrain in Yiddish, horseradish is one of the stars of the Passover Seder 
in its role as maror, but in ground form it is an absolute necessity for deli-loving 
fressers. Often made with beets to render its distinctive crimson hue, it also 
comes in unadulterated white. I personally prefer the latter because it camou-
flages itself on a piece of gefilte fish. I like the surprise I get when biting into my 
fish. There’s no shock with the red stuff.

If you’ve ever tried to grow it in your garden, you’ll know that horseradish 
root is a hearty plant. And as here, it grew prolifically in Eastern Europe, where 
every part of it was put to good use. Our ancestors ground the root to make a 
cheap and easy relish, and they added the leaves to brining liquid to keep pickled 
cucumbers crunchy.

Many families have 
treasured tales of 
horseradish gone awry. 
Joel’s tells the story of 
his grandfather Jack 
deciding to make his 
own. Unfortunately, 
after loading the horse-
radish root and the 
beet into his blender, 
he neglected to secure 
its cover. When he hit 
the “on” button, it blew 
its top, sending scarlet 
horseradish all over the 
walls and ceiling of his 
kitchen. He then called 
his daughters to come to 
the house to clean it up.

As for mustard, our 
people have a long history with the tangy spread. Believe it or not, it’s mentioned 
more than 200 times in the Talmud (but not in the Torah). Rabbinic discussion 
centers around planting, cleaning, and sieving. Even recipes appear, including 
one about mixing honey with mustard that I’m sure must have inspired the 
Snyder’s pretzel people. In later years, Kabbalist Moshe Cordovero and the philos-
opher known as the Ramban both compared the universe to the size of a mustard 
seed. And biblical commentator Rashi believed that Abraham served tongue with 
mustard to the three angels who visit him and Sarah before announcing the 
impending birth of Isaac. 

How Rashi came to that conclusion is a prime example of rabbinic thinking. 
When Abraham saw the men approaching, the Torah reports that he sent Sarah 
to bake bread while he went out to find a calf because he wanted to serve tongue 
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Signed, Sealed, Delicious – What 
Makes for a “Signature Dish”?
By Albert Stern / BJV Editor

Editor’s Note: When Carol Goodman 
Kaufman briefly went on hiatus from her 
Traveling With Jewish Taste column, I 
did my best to write a food column in her 
absence. Thank God she’s back.

Since you are a Berkshire Jewish 
Voice reader, I suspect that your culi-
nary consciousness holds a platonic 
ideal of what a blintz would taste like 
in Gan Eden, in Paradise. Moreover, I’d 
wager that you associate a particular 
home cook with those perfect blintzes, 
a person whose version of the humble 
farmer cheese-filled crepe outshines all 
others you ever tasted or ever expect to. 
Those blintzes might be so outstanding 
that they are, by consensus, regarded 
as that cook’s “signature dish” – so 
good, perhaps, that you might even find 
yourself unable to think of that person 
without also thinking about blintzes.

Say that home cook is Mrs. Magda 
Weiss. Put her in a kitchen with three 
other capable Jewish cooks, give them 
all the exact same ingredients, and ask 
them to make blintzes. Somehow, Mrs. 
Weiss’s signature blintzes inevitably turn 
out to be the crowd pleasers, acknowl-
edged by all as the superior crepes. How 
does Mrs. Weiss do it? Nobody knows! 
Even if Mrs. Weiss might be kind enough 
to share a “recipe” that leaves out 
nothing, those who follow it invariably 
return with a plaint: “Magda, they were 
good, but not as good as yours. I don’t 
know how you do it!”

The word “recipe” is in quotes 
because Mrs. Weiss, in making her 
signature blintzes, of course uses no 
recipe. In achieving her supreme facility 
in preparing the signature dish, over 
time Mrs. Weiss figured out something 
profound and incommunicable about 
blintzes. Her blintzes became the crowd 
pleasers because, over time, Mrs. Weiss 
also identified some universal human 
hunger that can be deeply satisfied by 
a perfect blintz. What’s more, I would 
venture that in mastering her signature 
dish, Mrs. Weiss, over time, figured out 
something meaningful about herself.

This is a culinary and psychological 
journey all more-than-competent home 
cooks take with at least one dish. My 
own signature dish is chicken fricassee 
prepared in the Puerto Rican style – you 
can find the “recipe” to the right. On the 
way to mastering your signature dish, 
you make every mistake you can make; 
you acquire a nuanced understanding 
of the flavors, textures, and properties 
of each ingredient; you pay attention 
to every tweak or accident that even 
slightly improves its flavor; and you 
observe the responses of each person 
you feed when they tuck in. Technique 
one acquires through ambition, neces-
sity, and practice – the desire to please 
with food comes from someplace inde-
finable. Then, cooking becomes less 
about slapping together ingredients 
with hands and kitchen tools, and more 
about inhabiting an elevated state of 
being in which the essence of everything 
you prepare moves through your soul. 

I say this coming from two family 
lines of middling-to-lackluster Jewish 
cooks. On my father’s side, the worst 
of the worst was my Tante Esther, who 
lived in Ramat Gan. Because my family 
would come all the way from Amerrikeh 
to visit, the family would gather at 
Tante Esther and Dod Yaakov’s apart-
ment for a celebratory feast. On one 
such occasion, my great aunt made 
her signature dish – a Romanian 
milk-based fruit soup sweetened 
with strange Balkan syrups. It was a 
prized family recipe from the ancestral 
Transylvanian homeland of the Sterns 
and one that should have remained 
there, like Count Dracula, impaled by 
a wooden stake somewhere deep in the 
Carpathian Mountains. Imagine taking 

they might be before my mother died. 
My father retired and was lost in life. 
I was kind of rattling around South 
Beach, living a bohemian life without 
much direction. It was a point where 
we all might have gone our own ways. It 

Not as Good as Albert Stern’s Puerto Rican Chicken Fricassee
Ingredients (Available in most supermarkets)

6 Chicken thighs
4-6 cans Goya tomato sauce
1 jar Goya alcaparrado (mixture of 

olives [unpitted, if available], 
capers, and pimento), drained

Salt (not too much, as alcaparrado  
is salty)

Pepper
Paprika

Sofrito
 1 or 2 onions
 6+ garlic cloves
 1 red pepper
 1 cubanelle pepper
 1 bunch cilantro
 1 large tomato (optional)
 2 bay leaves
 1 large pinch oregano 

“Recipe”

Season chicken with salt, pepper, and paprika to taste. Brown thighs in olive oil on 
both sides and remove from pan. Leave some of the chicken fat in the pan.

Process all sofrito ingredients except bay leaves in food processor, taking care 
not to over-process. You don’t want a liquified sofrito.

Add a little olive oil, and sauté the sofrito, with bay leaves, over a medium to 
medium-low heat until the mixture dries out a bit.

Add tomato sauce and alcaparrado. Return chicken to pan and immerse in the 
sauce. Cover pan, leaving lid slightly askew, and simmer for about 40 minutes 
at a medium-low heat. You can also cook it for a longer period at a low heat 
so that the chicken meat breaks down and becomes stewier. Stir often, as the 
sauce can burn against the bottom of the pan if you don’t.

Serve with white rice and a garden salad. Roasted or steamed fresh asparagus is 
also a nice side. Of course, it tastes better the next day – add another can of 
tomato sauce, if needed, to your leftovers.

a fruit salad, simmering it in curds like 
a cholent at the body temperature of 
a healthy resting cow (101.5 degrees 
Fahrenheit) for 3 days, and, just before 
serving, topping off the pot of steaming 
fruit sludge with warm milk squeezed 
directly from the cow. Garnish with 
some fresh green grapes, and voila. 

That’s what it was like. Fifteen or 
so of us sat around the table. Tante 
Esther proudly ladled out her signature 
dish and bowls were passed around the 
table. When mine was set down in front 
of me, I whispered to my mother that 
there was no way I was going to eat it.

“You will insult your father’s aunt 
very deeply if you don’t,” she said. 

“It’s warm milk with grapes in it,”  
I pleaded. 

“Eat,” my mother commanded 
through a tight smile. 

It took just one spoonful for the dam 
to break. It wasn’t just one of those 
‘rotten-kid-spitting-something-out-of-
his-mouth’ deals, but rather a full-on 
brekh fun di kishkes all over Tante 
Esther’s festive table. Mortified, my 
mother rushed to clean up my mess 
while I whimpered on the ground like I’d 
been kicked in the stomach by a mule.

After that, my mother realized that 
a signature dish was not a suicide pact 
and never forced me to eat anything 
again. Which was a good thing, 
because my mother made a lot of food I 
wouldn’t eat. 

So I learned how to cook. I started 
out by throwing together rudimentary 
staples – say, tuna salad sandwiches 
to my liking – and then graduated to 
simple meals for the family by the time 
I was in high school. I kept cooking that 
way until the summer break between 
my freshman and sophomore years of 
college, when my mother was diagnosed 
with cancer and had to spend the better 
part of a month in the hospital. I took 
over the grocery shopping and cooked 
all the meals for the family – it beat 
washing the dishes (and still does). 

Understanding our family’s predic-
ament, our next-door neighbor, Mrs. 
Magda Weiss, showed me how to roast 
chicken, make pot roasts and chicken 
soup, and how to prepare delicious 
vegetables not from a can. I was an 
eager student and adept – cooking not 
only satisfied my ravening adolescent 
appetite but also my guyish proclivity 
for making things with my hands, 
which I wasn’t good at when using 
tools to build or fix things. (By the way, 
Mrs. Weiss’s signature dish was her 
blintzes. Oh, for just one more taste.)

Exploratory surgery revealed my 
mother’s cancer to be inoperable and 
metastasizing, and she died in January, 
six months after her diagnosis. She 
was our rock, the one who kept us all 
together. Because I went back to school 
in New York, I really wasn’t engaged 
with how badly my sister and father 
were faring without her. 

Back in New York, I moved into an 
apartment with a big kitchen. I bought 
a used New York Times cookbook by 
Craig Clairbourne and Pierre Franey, 
and started working my way through the 
recipes that interested me. I remember 
my college classmates complaining 
about their wretched diets of ramen 
noodles, greasy diner food, deli sand-
wiches, and such. When they asked me 
what I had eaten for dinner, my answer 
would be something like, “Um – last 
night, moules marniere.” So I started 
cooking for friends and girlfriends.

I returned to Miami Beach three 
years after college. My sister, needing 
family structure, had married a man 16 
years her senior and had her first child, 
my niece, when she was nineteen. He 
was a great guy, but how can I say it – 
things were not as everyone imagined 

happens to some families.
What saved us was Shabbat. Both 

my sister and I felt sorry for my father, 
an Orthodox Jew, being alone on Friday 

SIGNATURE DISH, 
continued on page 25
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Looking Forward While Also Looking Back
Pianist Ted Rosenthal’s first opera grapples with his father’s immigrant  
experience and survivor’s guilt

GREAT BARRINGTON – Ted Rosenthal is one 
of the finest jazz pianists working these days, a 
stylish, lyrical interpreter of standards and a noted 
composer in his own right. On August 6, he brings 
his first opera to the stage of The Mahaiwe for a 
one-night performance featuring performers from 
the New York City Opera (which commissioned the 
piece) and his trio.

Dear Erich is a profoundly personal work, 
Rosenthal’s response to a cache of 200 letters to his 
émigré father from his grandmother. She, along with 
his grandfather and other family members, was left 
behind in Germany as World War II approached. 
All perished during the Holocaust, a tragedy that 
Rosenthal’s father, Erich Rosenthal, a noted sociol-
ogist, never brought up. Rosenthal and his sister 
discovered the correspondence after his father’s 
passing, but the letters were not translated to 
English from German for nearly 20 years.

Dear Erich debuted last winter at New York’s 
Museum of Jewish Heritage, co-produced by the New 
York City Opera and the National Yiddish Theatre 
Folksbiene. The opera tells two stories – one about 
the courtship of his parents that took place in the 
lively jazz clubs of Chicago, and the other about the 
dramatic events detailed in the letters, which are 
dated between 1938 and 1941. Rosenthal says the 
core themes of the opera revolve around the immi-
grant experience in America and survivor’s guilt. 
As an academic, Erich Rosenthal was (as described 
by Encylopedia.com) “an expert in income distribu-
tion and acculturation. In particular, his reputation 
rests with his work in the demography of the Jews in 
America. Through his work on Jewish assimilation 
and group identity, he brought to national attention 
the high intermarriage and low fertility rates among 
American Jews.” So even though Jewish issues were 
central to his life’s work, Erich never talked about his 
family tragedy.

Rosenthal composed the music for the opera, and 
the libretto was penned in collaboration with his 
wife Lesley Friedman Rosenthal, the chief operating 
officer of The Julliard School in New York City. You 

may have noticed that Ted and his trio have been 
playing in the Berkshires and environs this summer 
– one reason is that the Rosenthals are Berkshires 
second-homeowners with a place in Otis. Lesley 
Rosenthal is also the president of Friends of ANIM, 
which supports the Afghanistan National Institute 
of Music (ANIM) in Kabul. She was instrumental in 
the evacuation of 273 school members (students, 
staff, and family) from Afghanistan to Portugal in the 
autumn of 2021.

The Berkshire Jewish Voice spoke with 
Ted Rosenthal about Dear Erich last May. 
Our conversation has been edited for length 
and clarity.

Tell me a little bit about the development of 
Dear Erich. 

In 2015, I was invited by the histor-
ical society of a small town called Bad 
Camburg, Germany, where my grand-
mother grew up. They were restoring a 
religious school, not the main synagogue, 
which was burned during Kristallnacht. 
They invited back members of the Jewish 
community, and on the occasion of going 
to this event along with my wife, Lesley, 
I recognized that I had this box of letters 
that had been sitting in my attic. I’d 
never really thought much about them. 
My father never discussed them. They 
were letters written mainly by his mother 
to him after he was able to escape or 
emigrate to the United States in 1938. He 
received a fellowship at the University of 
Chicago and got all the necessary paper-
work and support to get over here. But 
he was unsuccessful in getting the rest of 
his family over. He rarely discussed any of 
that, which is, as you know, probably quite 
typical. 

So in Bad Camburg, I asked the head 
of the historical society, Dr. Peter Schmidt, 
whether he’d be interested in having a look 
at the letters and maybe translating a few 
for me. And he did, translating the last six, 
which were the ones I’d scanned and sent 
him. The letters began in 1938, when my 
father left in March, and ended in November 
of 1941. My father, in fact, never knew what 
happened to his mother and family that 
was left behind. That was, I surmise (since 
he didn’t talk about it), one of the most painful things 
about the experience. [Editor’s Note: Herta Rosenthal 
died in Sobibor.)

In any case, when the letters came back trans-
lated, it opened up a well of emotion and interest, a 
world that I hadn’t thought or known about. I asked 
Dr. Schmidt whether he would consider translating 
the rest of the letters, which he did; there were more 
than 200. My father saved them very methodically, 
in the German fashion as I like to say, and chrono-
logically. And Dr. Schmidt translated them all very 
methodically. So within maybe six months or a little 
longer, I had all 200 of them translated. And going 
through them and reading them elicited such a 
strong emotional response that I knew I had to do 
something as a creative artist. I’m a jazz pianist and 
composer, and I decided to embark on writing a jazz 
opera based on all of these events. 

Your focus has been musical. How did you shift gears 
and start thinking like a storyteller? 

One of the all-encompassing aspects of how this 
project took over my life, in terms of the artistic part 
and the personal part, was that it is my first opera. 
The dramatic elements were a creative and learning 
process in terms of figuring out what is the story 
I wanted to tell. I had lots of interesting conversa-
tions with people, some of whom were considered as 

possible collaborators, and others who were people 
willing to talk to me about their expertise in the field. 

Because I’m a jazz musician, I felt an integral part 
of this story was about freedom and democracy and 
improvisation. The things that jazz stands for and 
represents are a lot of what America represents. I knew 
I wanted many of these jazz elements of Chicago to 
be a part of the story, but obviously there are also the 
horrible events of the Holocaust and the experience 
of immigrants. So it’s largely a story of an immigrant 
coming to the New World, struggling to look forward 
and live his new life with his new family, but being 
tormented by the losses and the unknowns of the past.

How do you reconcile the two and live this new 
life in the New World while you have so much that is 
painful and unresolved about the life and the people 

Letter written to Erich Rosenthal by his Uncle Bernhardt (features 
“Hilfe, Hilfe, Hilfe” – Help, Help, Help)

LOOKING FORWARD, 
continued on page 23

Erich Rosenthal
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that you’ve left behind? It’s a big story that covers 
decades with flashbacks and various events. For me, 
it was a very fulfilling creative endeavor to learn more 
about presenting a musical drama.

And were you able to use some of the actual direct 
quotes from the letters? 

Oh, absolutely, yes. There’s one song we called 
“The First Letter,” which has a lot to do with my 
grandmother being very concerned about how my 
father is getting along in the New World, in Chicago. 
How is his health? Does he like the food? Did he get 
the typewriter that they sent him? Things like that. 
And there’s a letter preceding the immigration scene 
that deals with the absolute difficulties, if not impos-
sibilities, of emigrating [from Germany]. And the 
most heart-wrenching letter was a combination of 
two or three letters that I referred to in the opera as 

his mother and how much she cared for him even 
long distance. So that relationship, which he spoke 
nothing about, clearly was cherished, but also 
painful in that he never learned what happened to 
her. So there were huge parts of his psyche and his 
life that he did not share; honestly, I don’t know how 
much he even shared with my mother because she 
didn’t, on her own, relate these things to me. 

But again, the themes in the opera are of immi-
grants – how they look forward but also look back. I 
think my father was doing his best to look forward and 
not burden me with these things. For me, it’s been a 
process because being a musician has been such a 
focal point of my entire life. But you get to be a certain 
age. I have a wife and two stepsons now in their twen-
ties. Finally, I have a little more time to think about 
things than I had back when I was thinking about 
music. It wasn’t a complete accident that [I found the 
letters] back around 2000, and it took until 2015 for 
me to say, ‘Oh, let’s get these letters translated. Let’s 
have more interest in this family history.’

So in learning about the story, the Jewishness part 
is tricky because my grandmother, clearly in some of 
the letters, was urging my father to visit the synagogue 
a little more often than I think he was inclined to. I 
think he was more interested in his academic world 
than in the religious world, and I was not given much of 
a religious upbringing. But of course, I feel very Jewish 
in every way – I just didn’t have that kind of religious 
training. One of the things that religion certainly does 
to you is connect you to the past. Not only to your own 
family but to your tribe, so to speak. So, I definitely 
have more of that feeling. And I guess it’s unfortunate 
that many people with this Holocaust background 
might get cut off from it because of the disconnect to 
what happened in one’s own family history.

Dear Erich: A Jazz Opera by Ted Rosenthal will 
be presented on Saturday, August 6 at 7:30 p.m., at 
The Mahaiwe Performing Arts Center, 14 Castle Street 
in Great Barrington. For tickets and information, visit 
mahaiwe.org.

Ted Rosenthal will be performing with his trio on 
Saturday, August 13 at the White Church of Blandford 
Summer Concerts in Blandford, MA (thewhite-
church.org/concert-series). For more information on 
Rosenthal, visit tedrosenthal.com and dearerich.com.

LOOKING FORWARD,
continued from page 22

“the Kristallnacht letter,” in which my grandmother 
is describing how the men of the town were taken 
away. When they finally returned, my grandfather was 
extremely weakened and shortly thereafter, he got sick 
and died. So yes, the letters are a big part, but not the 
only part of the libretto.

So let me ask you about the way it might have changed 
your perspective on your Jewishness. In my own life, 
I had a similar experience where a lot of my family’s 
history was kept under wraps, and then, as an adult, 
I learned the actual story. All of a sudden, things that 
always seemed strange now made sense. What kind of 
experience did you have reading these very personal 
family letters, and how did you relate to the experience 
as a Jewish person?

Well, I think one thing that’s abundantly clear 
almost immediately is how close my father was to 

Scene from Dear Erich
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The Feminist Revival of Tu B’Av, the Jewish Festival of Love
Celebrate this year on August 12

By Naomi Seidman / National Library of Israel

Thank you to these individuals who through their gift to the 
Legacy Circle will ensure that the Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires thrives long into the future. May your name be a 
Blessing, and may the example you set inspire others to create 
their own Jewish Legacy.
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*Of blessed memory

As my parents planted for me before I was born,  
so do I plant for those who come after me. 

 – Talmud

Do a quick Google search on Tu B’Av, 
and two sorts of material will appear. The 
first describes a festival dating back to late 
antiquity, in which, according to Mishnah 
Ta’anit 4:8, “On these days [the 15th of 
Av] the daughters of Jerusalem would go 
out in borrowed white garments in order 
not to shame anyone who had none… The 
daughters of Jerusalem would come out 
and dance in the vineyard. What would 
they say? Young man, lift up your eyes 
and see what you choose for yourself…”

Along with this ancient matchmaking 
festival, we might also learn of the revival 
of Tu B’Av in modern Israel, as a Jewish 
Valentine’s Day, or festival of love. The 
Orthodox world, in Israel and beyond, has 
also taken up this day as a “Global Day of 
Shidduchim,” in which great rabbis pray, 
without charge, for unmarried men and 
women to find their mates.

Yet Tu B’Av, it turns out, may have been 
first revived in the modern period neither 
by modern Zionists celebrating romance 
nor by Orthodox organizations praying for 
“shidduchim.”

Bais Yaakov
Now generally associated with perhaps 

less-than-progressive ultra-Orthodox 
educations for girls, the Bais Yaakov 
movement was actually quite radical in its 
early years.

In 1917, a dressmaker with an eighth-
grade education named Sarah Schenirer 
opened a girls’ school in Kraków, hoping to 
stem the tide of Orthodox girls who were 
abandoning tradition.

By the 1930s, the movement had 
branches on three continents and dozens 
of schools, not to mention vocational 
training institutes, a chain of colonies 
and summer camps, three teachers’ 
seminaries, a monthly literary journal 
and other periodicals, its own publishing 
houses, a youth movement and much 
more. The character of the movement changed 
dramatically after the Holocaust, yet recently the 
Bais Yaakov Project was founded to preserve and 
share this fascinating early history.

The Women’s Holiday
Online as part of the Bais Yaakov Project archives, 

a 1926 issue of The Bais Yaakov Journal reports 
local celebrations of Tu B’Av throughout Poland 
that year. The newspaper describes the numerous 
correspondents who wrote in to the office of the Bnos 

(the youth movement associated with the 
Agudah and Bais Yaakov) to report on 
how they had celebrated the day and to 
express “the outpouring of joy awakened 
by the revival of this traditional historical 
women’s holiday.”

The fact that this was not a one-time 
occurrence in 1926 but a regular feature 
of Bnos and Bais Yaakov life is evident 
from other writings, including by Sarah 
Schenirer, detailing how this old-new 
holiday might be celebrated, and clarifying 
its meaning for the Bais Yaakov move-
ment. One participant in a Tu B’Av ritual 
led by Sarah Schenirer herself provided 
a rich description of the 1932 celebration 
in the woods of Skawa, a village thirty 
miles south of Krakow where the seminary 
students were spending the last summer 
before they left for their assigned teaching 
posts.

The celebration of Tu B’Av, in Hodo 
Movshowitz’s retelling, involved a moon-
light hike in the woods, with 115 students 
and teachers walking hand-in-hand behind 
their leader and guide, Sarah Schenirer. 
After some difficulties, a bonfire is lit, and 
a student gives a talk, followed by Sarah 
Schenirer, and then the girls and women 
rapturously and prayerfully sing and dance, 
an experience of great mystical meaning.

Tu B’Av was revived in Bais Yaakov as 
a “traditional historical women’s holiday”; 
the student who spoke to the group 
around the bonfire explained its meaning, 
according to the description, as “the 
holiday that belongs to us, to young Jewish 
women.”

The ecstatic dancing was done not before 
the eyes of prospective mates, as in the 
Mishnah, but rather, Movshowitz stresses, 
with no one watching. Tu B’Av was cele-
brated in Poland by Orthodox Jewish girls 
and women, alone in the woods with their 
God, their guide, and each other.

A version of this article was previously 
published as part of The Bais Yaakov Project. It appears 
here as part of Gesher L’Europa, the National Library 
of Israel’s initiative to connect with people, institu-
tions and communities across Europe and beyond, 
through storytelling, knowledge sharing and community 
engagement.
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Girls dancing on Tu B’Av in Hadera, Eretz Yisrael, early 20th century.  
From the Khan Hadera Archive and Museum 
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JTS in the Berkshires: 
Summer 2022

LENOX - JTS in the 
Berkshires returns to 
the Elaine P. Bernstein 
Theater at Shakespeare 
& Company this summer! 
Join Jewish Theological 
Seminary scholars for two 
thought-provoking lectures.

JTS in the Berkshires 
is presented in partnership 
with Knesset Israel and in 
cooperation with the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires. 
Supported in part by a grant 

from the Harold Grinspoon Foundation.
Tickets are $15. Register at jtsa.edu/event/jts-in-the-

berkshires-summer-2022/or buy tickets at the door. 

Session I: “Get Thee To A Nunnery”: Shakespeare 
and the Talmudic Rabbis In Conversation
Friday, July 29, at 11 a.m.

How can Hamlet’s famous words to Ophelia help 
us think about the Rabbis’ use of the term zonah 
(harlot)? Join Dr. Marjorie Lehman, JTS professor 
of Talmud and Rabbinics, to explore which women 
the rabbis considered to be “harlots” and how the 
legal framework they developed relates to anxiety 
about the integrity of the rabbinic household and the 
Jewish community in a post-Temple era.

Dr. Lehman teaches a wide range of courses in 
Rabbinics, including courses on gender in Talmudic 
literature, aggadah, halakhah, the history of the 
Jewish book, and pedagogy. Her scholarly journey 
reflects a commitment to balancing the historical 
and intellectual aspects of Jewish texts while also 
focusing on the ways they speak to and help us to 
understand our place in the contemporary moment.

Session II: Spiritual Leadership For New Era
Friday, August 12 at 11 a.m. 

What kinds of challenges and opportunities confront 
religious leaders today? Through an exploration of 
rabbinic, liturgical, and contemporary poetic texts, 
Rabbi Ayelet S. Cohen, JTS’s newly appointed dean 

of the Rabbinical School and Division of Religious 
Leadership, will share her vision for the future. 

For a decade, Rabbi Cohen provided spiritual lead-
ership at Congregation Beit Simchat Torah, the world’s 
largest LGBTQ synagogue. Most recently, Rabbi Cohen 
was the senior director for the New York/Tri-State 
Region at the New Israel Fund. Prior to that role she 
was director of the Center for Jewish Living and the 
David H. Sonabend Center for Israel at the Marlene 
Meyerson Jewish Community Center in Manhattan. 
She is the author of Changing Lives, Making History: 
Congregation Beit Simchat Torah, the First Forty Years, 
and co-editor of Siddur B’chol L’vavcha. She is also 
on the board of T’ruah: The Rabbinic Call for Human 
Rights and Plaza Jewish Community Chapels.

Rabbi Ayelet S. Cohen
SIGNATURE DISH,
continued from page 21

evenings, and so came together once a week at his 
home for a home-cooked meal that I would prepare. 
In the beginning, I leaned on Mrs. Weiss and some of 
the old Jewish cookbooks my mother kept, but soon 
started branching out.

The recipe that would become my signature 
dish, “Chicken Fricassee in the Puerto Rican Style,” 
appeared in the Food section of The Miami Herald 
– “First You Must Know the Sofrito.” A sofrito is the 
vegetable base of Spanish-style sauces, and there are 
many different versions; in the Puerto Rican style, 
the sofrito is made of onions, cubanelle peppers, 
garlic, cilantro, ajices dulces peppers, cilantro, 
culantro, tomatoes, red pepper, and bay leaves. The 
stew was an immediate hit – I’ll always remember 
my little niece’s “mmmmmmmmmmmm” when she 
first put some in her mouth. But I knew it could 
taste better. After some fine-tuning over a period of 
months, I asked my brother-in-law, who was Puerto 
Rican, whether his mother made the same dish. Yes, 
she did, he answered, adding that it was good, “but 
not as good as yours. I don’t know how you do it.”

The secret ingredient, I would say, is love.
Over the next seven years, our Shabbat dinners 

were joined by another child, my nephew, and 
then by my longtime girlfriend. The signature dish 
appeared on our dinner table at least once a month. 
Eventually, my girlfriend left to go to graduate school 
in New York, and a year later I followed her back to 

the big city. Soon, she made it clear she wanted to go 
places where I was not eager to follow. I settled into 
a protracted Gotham bachelorhood during which I 
made the signature dish when friends requested it or 
when I thought it might move along the process of a 
courtship or when I was feeling lonely and in need of 
comfort food – I made it quite a lot, actually. 

Back in Miami Beach, my sister’s marriage broke 
up and she and the kids moved in with my father. 
When I came home to visit, they all asked for the 
signature dish. After my sister got involved in a new 
relationship, it became a staple of my visits to her 
new home (and a favorite of her second husband’s 
young daughter). Tom, my sister’s bashert, asked 
for the recipe and started cooking the signature 
dish himself, but eventually gave up because, as he 
admitted, “It just doesn’t taste as good as when you 
make it.” Even if you add the secret ingredient? “Yes.” 

The last courtship in which the signature dish 
played a role was the one with the woman who would 
become my wife. It remained a much-requested 
family staple and a favorite of our son from the 
time he began to eat solid food, so much so that his 
favorite afternoon nosh comprised two of its prom-
inent ingredients, olives and red peppers. He had 
this same snack for years until he finally outgrew the 
afternoon snack habit. My wife and I, alas, outgrew 
our marriage and I moved into a place without a 
kitchen – I tried making it in an Instant Pot a couple 
of times, but neither the slow or pressure cooker 
modes made the grade. Or maybe this had something 
to do with the secret ingredient being unavailable.

Which wasn’t the case the last time I prepared my 
signature dish. I was housesitting for a friend and 
invited my nephew and his fiancé over for Shabbat 
dinner, along with my son. As my nephew tucked 
in, he told his fiancé, a lovely girl originally from 
Honduras, that this was the food he grew up eating. 
“Me too,” said my son. When we finished supper, my 
nephew’s fiancé asked me for the recipe.

“Don’t bother,” said my nephew. “It won’t taste as 
good as his.” 

He was right – not if she made it with love, not if 
she let it flow through her soul when preparing it. 
Because it is my signature dish and can be nobody 
else’s. Each person has to find their own. So here’s 
what I learned about myself and about chicken stew 
– the secret ingredient in your signature dish is not 
just love. The secret ingredient is your idea of how 
delicous life might taste, if only for a little while.



 Page 26 Berkshire Jewish Voice   •   jewishberkshires.org July 17 to September 6, 2022

GREAT BARRINGTON – On Friday, August 19, at 
10:45 a.m., join Terezín Music Foundation (TMF) 
director and Fulbright music scholar Mark Ludwig in 
an artistic and musical journey into the astonishing 
cultural community that persevered in this Nazi camp. 

Newly translated writings, rarely seen art, and 
vintage and new music tracks – from Ludwig’s new 
book, Our Will to Live – amplify voices silenced in the 
Holocaust and bring the fullest picture yet of this 
unique time in Jewish history. Books will be available 
for purchase.

Knosh & Knowledge programs take place at Hevreh 
of Southern Berkshire, 270 State Road in Great 
Barrington. For more on this free program and other 
Federation events, visit our calendar of events at 
jewishberkshires.org.

Mark Ludwig is a Fulbright scholar of Terezín music, 
a member of the Pamatník Terezín Advisory Board, and 
founding director of the Terezín Music Foundation. He 
produces recordings, concerts, and Holocaust and geno-
cide education programs worldwide. Ludwig is a violist 
emeritus of the Boston Symphony Orchestra, adjunct 
professor of Holocaust music at Boston College, and 
editor of the poetry anthology Liberation (2015). 

The BJV asked Sonia Beker, author of Symphony 
on Fire: A Story of Music and Spiritual Resistance 
During the Holocaust, to share her experience reading 
Ludwig’s new book. 

The Quick of Life: An Appreciation of Mark Ludwig’s 
Our Will to Live 
By Sonia Beker / Special to the Berkshire Jewish Voice

The Hamburg Barracks is a small, claustrophobic theater space. Dirty light 
filters dimly through a side window. Music stands and chairs support the spectral 
forms of violinists, singers, and pianists. The stage also showcases a chorus of thin, 
hungry children assembled to perform lighthearted songs and a youth opera.

This setting is a poignant, ironic backdrop of life and death, creativity and its 
deliberate demise, and humanity and its degradation. It presents a dignified but 
defiant display of how the human spirit triumphs over unspeakable evil. The time 
is 1942-44, the place is the Theresienstadt (Terezín) ghetto and concentration 
camp, and the focus is a group of gifted, accomplished, highly acclaimed Jewish 
musicians incarcerated there by the Nazis. The annihilation of almost all of 
these vaunted talents was inevitable. But in those two years, these extraordinary 
musicians defied the logic of psychological 
surrender and breakdown. They pooled their 
collective and individual musical abilities to 
compose, perform, produce, rehearse, and 
present a full range of original and estab-
lished musical compositions in a variety of 
genres – operas, sonatas, concertos in the 
classical mode, jazz, tango, and modern 
atonal “new music” – against the most banal 
and horrific odds. 

Most of these talented young people, many 
in their early twenties to thirties, met terrible 
deaths in Auschwitz in 1944, but they remain 
a living example of true spiritual victory. Although all were aware of their probable 
fate, their response was to engage in the quick of life, to fully exercise their musical 
gifts, and share them with their audience of downtrodden, sick, and starving fellow 
prisoners. In doing so, they lifted their listeners beyond the misery their Nazi 
captors had forced on them. 

The bittersweet story of these musicians’ accomplishments eloquently 
emerges from Mark Ludwig’s Our Will to Live. Beautifully rendered and meticu-
lously researched, the book collects the elegantly-written music critiques of the 
Terezín musicians’ performances by Viktor Ullmann, a well-known composer and 
musician. It is an awe-inspiring testament to their commitment to music and 
life. Ludwig first learned about Terezín when he read Rabbi Leo Baeck’s Days 
of Sorrow and Pain, an account of his incarceration in the concentration camp. 
Baeck mentioned Viktor Ullmann, who had, under dire conditions, composed 
an opera in Terezín. Upon learning about Ullmann and the high level of musical 
achievement, Ludwig delved into Terezín’s history, connecting with musician 
survivors and discovering a treasure trove of perilously saved documents (500 
of them). They included Ullmann’s critiques, pieces of music, and stunning 
handwrought illustrations and posters of the performances that took place in 
Terezín’s cramped theater from 1942, when the musicians arrived there from 
Czechoslovakia, Austria, Holland, and Denmark, through 1944, when most of 
these prisoners were transported to Auschwitz. 

Ludwig organized Ullmann’s 26 concert and performance critiques, adding 
copious notes providing vital information about the career and fate of each musi-
cian. Ludwig’s interviews with survivors and his document discoveries inspired 
him to found The Terezín Foundation, a tribute to the fallen musicians and a 
beacon of inspiration to aspiring musicians today.

Throughout its existence, Terezín functioned as a ghetto-concentration camp: 
“In addition to serving as a labor-transit camp, Terezín became a powerful propa-
ganda vehicle for the Nazis, who labeled it the ‘Preference Camp,’ ‘Theresien-spa,’ 
and even ‘Paradeis-ghetto.’ While the Nazis sought to create the illusion of luxury, 
especially for high-profile German and Austrian Jewish prisoners and the public at 
large, the daily reality was starvation, disease, lack of adequate medical care, and 
over-crowding.” (p. 19). 

As part of the Final Solution, Jewish musician inmates were not permitted 
to bring their instruments into the camps. The Nazis looted pianos, violins, 
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mandolins, guitars, and other instruments from 
Jewish homes and warehoused them. Some musicians 
smuggled their instruments into the camps by taking 
them apart and gluing them back together. Writes 
Ludwig: “This was a perilous act, as the Nuremberg 
Racial Laws forbade the ownership of instruments 
by Jews throughout the Reich and occupied lands. 
Thousands of musical instruments, or Contrabande, 
were confiscated…Those caught were sent East (to 
death camps).”

In Terezín, “prisoners secretly held informal evenings 
of song in the attics and basements of the barracks, the 
first documented in early December 1941. The number 
of performances increased with the growing number 
of amateur and professional artists arriving on the 
continuing transports.” The Nazis quickly became aware 
of these clandestine musical activities. Ultimately, 
they allowed the establishment of a cultural command 
center formed by the Jewish Council of Elders. The 
command center in Terezín produced almost daily high 
levels of diverse music programs, as well as theater, 
lectures, and sports events. “They scheduled rehearsals 
and concerts; selection and preparation of venues; the 
distribution and maintenance of musical instruments; 
and the circulation of tickets. The scale and scope of 
(their) responsibilities would be extraordinary for any 
comparably sized community in stable and prosperous 

times, let alone in a concentration camp. The collection of talent and diversity of 
offerings would rival that for any major city.” 

In her book, The Sound of Hope: Music as Solace, Resistance and Salvation 
During the Holocaust and World War II, Kellie Dubel Brown writes that Terezín 
was “a cauldron of creativity…that, more than mere entertainment, represented 
resistance through art, with an insider knowledge and commentary lost on their 
persecutors. The ultimate paradox of Terezín rested in the fact that its wretched 
conditions generated fertile soil for creativity, which, in turn cultivated a sense of 
hope and distraction.”

Writes Ludwig: “In Terezín, Ullmann was active as a pianist, conductor, music 
critic, and lecturer. As a prisoner, he was free of financial burdens and, ironically, 
could focus solely on music. It is no surprise that Ullmann emerged among the 
most active members of the…cultural command center.” 

Ullmann’s 26 critiques are a lens to the panoply of Terezín ’s gifted musi-
cians and their musical prowess. The critiques are sensitively and eruditely 
written, revealing Ullmann’s poignant personal connection to the performers while 
remaining faithful to accurate criticism. They also showcase the depth and breadth 
of Ullmann’s impressive musical knowledge. Juxtaposed in Our Will to Live with 

breathtaking artwork and posters 
depicting the performers and perfor-
mances, the critiques are brought to 
life with vivid color and depth. 

In 1944, Terezín’s musicians 
confronted a twisted irony when their 
cultural efforts became fodder for 
Nazi propaganda. To minimize and 
deter reports of the horrible truth 
behind the Final Solution, the Nazis 
staged an elaborate sham. They 
invited the International Red Cross 
Committee (ICRC) to visit Terezín, 
which the Nazis presented as a 

“paradise ghetto” for the Jews. They even built a false street of shops and cafes, 
a children’s playground and school, a false dentist’s and post office, a bank, a 
drugstore, and a music pavilion. They sent away to Prague for looted musical 
instruments for distribution to Terezín ’s musicians. To allay the impression of 
over-crowding, they sent 7,500 elderly inmates to Auschwitz. A tightly controlled 
group of ICRC members and SS officers from Prague and Berlin took an 8 to 
10-hour Terezín tour in which no personal contact with inmates was permitted. 

Rabbi Leo Baeck, then a prisoner, wrote in response to the ICRC visit:  
“They appeared to be completely taken in by the false front put up for their 
benefit… Perhaps they knew the real conditions – but it looked as if they did 
not want to know the truth. The effect on our morale was devastating. We felt 
forgotten and forsaken.” 

Following this official visit, adult and children prisoners were forced to produce 
a propaganda film that included performances by Terezín ’s most prominent pris-
oner composers and musicians. Less than 3 weeks after the film’s completion, the 
Nazis began sending new transports from Terezín to Auschwitz. Most of the adults 
and children who participated in the film were on them, including Ullmann. The 
last transport was on October 28, 1944, completely wiping out this remarkable 
cultural community. 

The painful, ironic story of the Terezín musicians Mark Ludwig presents to us 
resonates deeply for me. The experiences of both my parents and their families, 
my mother, Fania Durmashkin-Beker, a pianist, her sister, Henia Durmashkin-
Gurko, a singer, and my father, Max Beker, a violinist, echo the events that 
occurred in Terezín. My family members were well-known musicians in Vilna, 
Lithuania. In 1941, they were forced by the Nazis to abandon their homes 
and enter the Vilna ghetto. Under the most horrific conditions, my uncle, Wolf 
Durmashkin, formed a symphony orchestra and a 100-voice Hebrew choir. In his 
quest to obtain a piano, he asked inmates on work detail outside of the ghetto to 
keep an eye out for one. They found a piano in an abandoned house, probably 
once lived in by Jews, and brought it into the ghetto piece by piece concealed 
in their clothing, a life-threatening act. It was reconstructed in the small ghetto 
theater and became part of the ghetto’s orchestra. 

“They appeared to be completely taken in by 
the false front put up for their benefit… Perhaps 
they knew the real conditions – but it looked as 
if they did not want to know the truth. The effect 
on our morale was devastating. We felt forgotten 

and forsaken.” 

Our Will to Live: Art and Music In Terezín 
Knosh & Knowledge welcomes BSO violist emeritus and  

music scholar Mark Ludwig on August 19

OUR WILL TO LIVE, 
continued on page 27
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SCAN FOR TICKETS

BEST THEATRE OF THE DECADEJULIANNE BOYD
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

AWARD-WINNING THEATRE  
IN DOWNTOWN PITTSFIELD

2022 SEASON

ANNA IN THE TROPICS
By NILO CRUZ
Directed by ELENA ARAOZ
JULY 16–30

Boston Globe Critic’s Pick!

A LITTLE NIGHT MUSIC
Music & Lyrics by STEPHEN SONDHEIM
Book by HUGH WHEELER
Orchestrations by JONATHAN TUNICK
Musical Direction by DARREN R. COHEN
Choreographed by ROBERT LA FOSSE
Directed by JULIANNE BOYD
AUGUST 6–28

WORLD PREMIERE PLAY 

ALL OF ME 
By LAURA WINTERS
Directed by ASHLEY BROOKE MONROE
SEPTEMBER 21–OCTOBER 9

BOYD-QUINSON STAGE
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ST. GERMAIN STAGE  
AT THE SYDELLE AND LEE BLATT  
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

WAITING FOR GODOT
By SAMUEL BECKETT
Directed By JOE CALARCO
AUGUST 19–SEPTEMBER 4

TARTELL FAMILY OUTDOOR STAGE
2ND ANNUAL

CELEBRATION OF BLACK VOICES
AUGUST 11–14
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Wolf, too, composed music and conducted and performed concerts. 
During its 15 months of existence, the ghetto orchestra performed 35 
chamber and symphonic concerts. The last one took place on August 29, 
1943, three-and-a-half weeks before the ghetto was liquidated. At this point, 
my family members were sent to concentration camps, my mother and her 
sister ultimately to Dachau-Kaufering, and my uncle to Lagedi, in Klooga, 
Estonia. He was killed in September 1944, hours before the Russians liber-
ated the camp.

In our contemporary landscape, what place do these Jewish musicians 
occupy? What does their experience as Jews, artists, and hate targets teach 
us? What particular lessons do we learn from them that might enhance life 
for all of us?

For the Terezín musicians, for my uncle and family members, and for 
their audiences, music and art opened a portal of transcendence that took 
them far beyond the degradation and dehumanization they were forced to 
suffer. They created a higher, spiritual reality through their involvement with 
music. Mark Mast, the conductor of the Bavarian Philharmonic Orchestra, 
said this about my Uncle Wolf: “In the time that he was composing music, 
he was not a prisoner. He was…in Heaven.” 

By sharing music with others, even with their oppressors and killers, 
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the Terezín prisoner musicians elevated themselves and their audiences 
to levels of soulful nobility, to human and godly connection. In Russia, 
when Shostakovich’s Seventh Symphony, the Leningrad Symphony, was 
being performed for the first time during the siege, the imperiled audience 
responded with tears as bombs fell throughout their beloved city. In the 
words of Kellie Dubel Brown: “This music… imbued the people of Leningrad 
with a renewed sense of pride and with the undying belief that they would 
prevail and that their ideas, stories, music and works of art would not only 
survive, but stand triumphant in the face of time and their enemies.” In the 
reality they created, the Terezín musicians were victorious, triumphant over 
their diabolical destroyers, who presented themselves to the world, hypocriti-
cally and ironically, as a master race.

The answer for us does not lie in claiming superiority over others, as 
the Nazis did to the Jews. We cannot all be Viktor Ullmanns, but we can at 
the very least be appreciative audiences borne heavenward on the wings of 
creativity, music, and art. Mark Ludwig’s Our Will to Live is a vital guide on 
this journey.

Sonia Beker lives in Brooklyn, NY, and Lenox, where she shares a home 
with her husband, Steven Zucker.

OUR WILL TO LIVE,
continued from page 26
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WHEN OUR COMMUNITY NEEDS US, WE ARE THERE 
 

HELP US BE THERE! MAKE YOUR GIFT TODAY! 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

JEWISH LIFE FOR YOUNG 
FAMILIES 
You help young families in the Berkshires 
embrace Jewish values and traditions while 
building a supportive community with 
Jewish peers through family programming, 
PJ Library, and volunteer opportunities.  
 

 

RESOURCES TO FIGHT 
ANTI-SEMITISM 
You help young people stand up against 
hate through anti-bias education in our 
public schools. You also combat anti-
Semitism and the BDS movement through 
community programming, national 
advocacy, and security resources. 
 

  
 

EMOTIONAL SUPPORT  
& EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 
You help individuals facing unexpected 
challenges and life transitions receive the 
support they need through the 
Federation's social worker. You also 
provide a safety net of emergency 
assistance due to COVID-19.   
 

 

COMMUNITY RELATIONS & 
ADVOCACY 
You help provide a proactive voice in our 
community, public schools, media, and 
government, addressing anti-Semitism, 
social justice, Israel, and other issues 
important to our community.  
 

  

 
A SAFE PLACE TO CALL HOME 
You help tens of thousands of new 
immigrants, who are fleeing anti-Semitism 
in Europe and fighting in the Ukraine, build 
better lives for themselves and their 
families in Israel through job training and 
support services that ease their transition.  

CARING IN TIMES OF CRISIS 
When crisis hits, in the Berkshires or 
around the world, you help mobilize local 
resources to respond with immediate relief 
and longer-term recovery. From support 
through COVID-19 to whatever the future 
holds, you help deliver an SOS response.  

  
 

 

A SENSE OF COMMUNITY 
You strengthen, sustain, and connect our 
community through hundreds of 
educational programs, holiday celebrations, 
and the Berkshire Jewish Voice, which bring 
people together and engage them in 
meaningful Jewish life. 

 

A STRONG JEWISH IDENTITY 
You help young people across the 
Berkshires and at UMASS Hillel build strong 
Jewish identities and become future 
leaders through scholarships for Jewish 
camp and Israel experiences, as well as 
leadership development and holiday meals 
on campus.  

 

 

DIGNITY & COMPASSION 
You provide older adults and homebound 
individuals with nutritious meals and 
stimulating programming served up with a 
side of companionship and compassion 
through our Connecting with Community 
program and Kosher Meals on Wheels. 

 

JEWISH EDUCATION & VALUES 
You nurture a strong Jewish future by 
providing a high-quality, meaningful and 
affordable Jewish education for hundreds of 
children through critical grants to all of our 
local Jewish religious schools. 

 
 

 

A CLOSE & CARING 
RELATIONSHIP WITH ISRAEL 
You help connect the Berkshire Jewish 
Community with Israel and you also help 
provide programs for at-risk students, 
shelter for abused women, and support 
services for disabled youth. 

FOOD SECURITY, HEALTHCARE,  
& WINTER RELIEF 
Winters are long and cold in the Ukraine, 
but you help the most vulnerable prepare 
with warm clothes, blankets, and heaters. 
You also bring food cards, home health 
aides, and medicine to those who need it 
most. 
 

 

Your gift to the Jewish Federation’s 2022 Campaign will help bring dignity and care to the vulnerable 
and elderly, build and strengthen the Jewish identity of our children and young adults, support 
vital community programs, and create meaningful Jewish life across the Berkshires and beyond. 

 

Donate or pledge online at jewishberkshires.org Thank you for making a difference! 
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