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We are almost there, 
but we need your help! 

If you have not yet made your gift to the 2021  
Annual Campaign there is still time to do so!

Your gift will help us engage the next generation, support the  
elderly and vulnerable, and sustain Jewish life all year round!

Donate online at jewishberkshires.org 
THANK YOU FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE!
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WHITE SUPREMACY IN 2021, 
continued on page 8

Through the Hat
The “Kosher cartoon folk world” of  

artist Steve Marcus, now on view at the 
Yiddish Book Center

The edicts of our sages, the world of our fathers, and the 
iconography of underground art meld in the images, sculp-

ture, and Judaica of Steve Marcus. Inspired by Norman Mailer’s 
commentary on Martin Buber’s Tales of the Hasidim, Marcus 

created a series of drawings in which the Jews of his imagination 
frenetically live their best lives against the idealized cityscape of 
a bygone Lower East Side of Manhattan. For more on his career 
and the work now on view through the autumn at the Yiddish 

Book Center in Amherst, please see page 24.

MIDDLE EAST UPDATE 2021, 
continued on page 7

Dennis Ross and David Makovsky

Middle East Update 2021
“Threats and Opportunities” – with Dennis Ross 
and David Makovsky

On Sunday, October 31 
at 7:30 p.m., the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires 
welcomes two distinguished 
guests to our Middle East 
Update 2021, Dennis Ross 
and David Makovsky,  
both fellows at The 
Washington Institute for 
Near East Policy.

Much occurred in 2021 
to overshadow the historic 
Abraham Accords brokered 
by the Trump adminis-
tration – missile attacks 
on Israel from Hamas-
controlled Gaza; a further 
destabilization of Hezbollah-controlled 
Lebanon; a recommitment to the 
Obama-era nuclear deal with Iran by 
the Biden administration; the United 
States’ return to reliance on Middle 
East oil sources and OPEC; and the 
catastrophically mismanaged fall of 
Afghanistan.

Experts Ross and Makovsky will 
endeavor to identify the causes of what 
transpired and present a possible path 
forward in a program called: “Threats 
and Opportunities.”

This Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires program will be presented 
via Zoom – please check your emails 
from Federation to find the necessary 

links, or visit our calendar of events 
online at www.jewishberkshires.org.

About Our Speakers
David Makovsky is the Ziegler 

Distinguished Fellow and Director of 
the Project on the Middle East Peace 
Process at The Washington Institute for 
Near East Policy. He is also an adjunct 
professor in Middle East studies at 
Johns Hopkins University’s Paul H. 
Nitze School of Advanced International 
Studies.

Author of numerous Washington 
Institute publications on issues related 
to the Middle East peace process 
and the Arab-Israeli conflict, he also 
co-authored the 2009 Washington Post 
bestseller Myths, Illusions, and Peace: 
Finding a New Direction for America 
in the Middle East with Ambassador 
Dennis Ross. His 2011 maps on 
alternative territorial solutions to 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict were 
reprinted by The New York Times in the 

“White Supremacy in 2021: Putting 
Violent Extremists on Trial” 

On Thursday, October 21 at 7:30 p.m., join the Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires for “White Supremacy in 2021: Putting Violent Extremists on Trial.” 

This online program, presented via Zoom, will be a critical conversation among 
three presenters:

 Amy Spitalnick, executive director of Integrity First for America, who will 
describe the group’s groundbreaking suit against the neo-Nazis, white suprem-
acists, and hate groups who organized the attack on Charlottesville, NC in 
2017 – the case goes to trial this fall  
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Thank You, Voluntary Subscribers!
Plus a shoutout to all who volunteer their time 
and talents for the BJV
By Albert Stern / BJV Editor

I hope all our readers had an enjoyable and meaningful High Holy Day season. 
For the second year in a row, voluntary subscribers are coming through for the 

Berkshire Jewish Voice in a large way, since July directing more than $16,000 to 
help fund the publication of this newspaper. That amount is already above last 
year’s 12 month total.

All of us here at Federation thank you for your generosity, which allows us to 
defray the cost of publishing the BJV. If you haven’t yet sent in a donation and 
would like to, please see page 7 for the BJV house ad that has information on 
how to do so.

I would also like to thank all the writers and artists who have contributed 
work over the past year. Much thanks to our rabbis, who, year in and year out, 
contribute meaningful commentary from different points of view, showcasing the 
depth and diversity of Jewish thought and leadership within our small commu-
nity. These contributions allow us to use fewer wire stories while offering a paper 
that reflects the spirit of the Berkshires and the character of our Jewish commu-
nity. We are always looking for new contributors – please get in touch with me at 

astern@jewishberkshires.org to 
set up a time to talk about your 
interests. 

Much thanks, as well, to 
members of our delivery team, 
who distribute the paper to sites 

across Berkshire County. Thanks, too, for the shops and businesses that carry 
the BJV – reports are that this year, the paper has been more popular than ever 
with visitors from out of town looking for Jewish engagement.

Ellen Rosenblatt – thanks for being my last reviewer before we put the paper to 
bed. I promise I won’t drive to your house again if it’s snowing.

And thank you, too, to all you kibbitzers who share advice and ideas. You 
inspire me more than you can imagine. The fun of this job is the opportunity to 
engage with so many of you. 

Here’s to a good year.

 

 

TZEDAKAH SUNDAY 
THANK YOU! 

 

Thank you to the hundreds of 
community members who answered  
the call and made a gift during our 

Tzedakah Sunday outreach. Together 
we raised over 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Thank You to These Superhero Volunteers 
Who Helped Us Make the Calls! 

 

Judy Cook, Heidi Ferren, Jenny Gitlitz, Marcie Greenfield 
Simons, Ellen Heffan, Jane Karlin, Eli Katzman, Marilyn 
Katzman, Ros Kopfstein, Leslie Kozupsky, Ellen Masters, 

Stuart Masters, Natalie Matus, Gail Orenstein, Alba 
Passerini, Beth Radsken, Steve Rubin, Arlene Schiff, Elisa 

Schindler-Frankel, Naomi Schwartz, Richard Slutzky, Elisa 
Spungen Bildner, Ed Udel, Alexandra Warshaw, Peter 

Weissenstein, Rebecca Wolin, and Rich Woller. 
 
 

  
 

 

 

$78,000 
towards our 2021 campaign  

 

and we secured an extra 

 $10,000  
challenge grant! 
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Hunkering Down With PJ Library 
While Hurricane Henri Howled

Hurricane outside? Not a problem for our PJ Library families! On 
August 22, while the remnants of Hurricane Henri gave the Berkshires 
a sound soaking, Roy and Leslie Kozupsky broke out the Jewish-themed 
books, hunkered down with grandsons Jacob (6 months) and Ari (2 
years), and devoutly hoped their power would not go out. Roy and Leslie, 
Federation’s former development officer, live in Lenox – the boys’ parents 
are Jordana Kozupsky and Greg Bel.

Currently, 147 children in the Berkshires, ages 6 months to 8 years 
old, receive PJ Library books and music infused with Jewish content 
mailed to their homes at no cost. In addition to the books, Federation 
offers programming for families to build community and put their Jewish 
values into action – see page 14 for more. Over 482 children have partic-
ipated since the program launched. A community partnership with 
the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, PJ Library is funded and adminis-
tered locally by the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires with additional 
support from the Spitz Tuchman Family Fund, and the Jewish Women’s 
Foundation of the Berkshires.
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Paid advertisements do not necessarily represent 
the opinions of the Jewish Federation of the  

Berkshires or its members.

Thank you volunteers Ellen Rosenblatt and  
the BJV delivery team, Michael Albert and  

Roman Rozenblyum.

The color photography in this issue of the Berkshire Jewish 
Voice is made possible through the generosity of Ann 
Dorfman and Steven and Elizabeth Miller, honorary 
publishers. The staff of the Federation and the BJV are 
deeply grateful.
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Welcome to the new year of 5782! We are 
certain that we all were inscribed for a shana 
tovah, a good, sweet new year, just as we wished 
each other.

 A look at the Hebrew word “shana” (year) tells 
us that it shares the same three-lettered root as the 
Hebrew word for “repetition.” And if the yearly cycle 
is repetitious, what makes it a new year? The answer 
is that the word shana, with one different vowel, 
also spells the word for “change.” The personal and 
positive change that we make in our lives starts us 
off on a truly new year. It means going a step beyond 
our comfort zone; breaking an old habit; taking on a 
new mitzvah; sharing an act of kindness; and recom-
mitment to our values and our traditions to achieve 
goals above and beyond the past year.

The past month with its High Holidays brought with it a wide range of 
emotions, carefully packaged in 30 glorious days. Like a ride on the roller coaster, 
we soared upward and around, reaching greater heights as we went from soul-
searching introspection to resolve, from the solemnity and awe-inspiring days 
of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur to the joyful days of Sukkot and the ecstatic 
dancing of Simchat Torah. We experienced the gamut of expression of body and 
soul through our prayers, through hearing the stirring sounds of the shofar, and 
through the joy in fulfilling the mitzvot of Sukkah, etrog, and lulav, and showing 
our love for the Torah.  

The month of Tishrei is the catalyst for starting with reinforced strength and 
determination and the change it takes to make the year ahead what it should be: 
better, brighter, and fresher in every area of our lives. And as we leave the month 
of Tishrei and enter the new month of Mar-Cheshvan, which has no holidays of 
its own, we are off on the start of a new and fulfilling year. 

Now is the time to “unpack” our bag of inspiration, which includes last month’s 
feeling of oneness with G-d, of unity with others, and the joy that we garnered 
during the entire month to infuse any and all spiritual lethargy with renewed 
energy and positivity. 

Reading the recent Torah portions of the week, we were further inspired by our 
ancestor Abraham, particularly in the portion of “Lech L’cha.” And always, guided 
by our past, we find our road map for the future. Abraham was faced with one of 
his many tests, leaving the land and the home he was accustomed to for 75 years 
of his life and going to the place that G-d would show him. An unknown desti-
nation, yet Abraham was quick to respond to G-d’s command. Abraham shared 
eloquent testimony to the existence of a Creator with all those he encountered, 
and he was dedicated to his mission of elevating humanity and bringing honor 
and glory to G-d’s name. Despite the difficulties, Abraham complied with every 
request, and he passed every test with flying colors. 

Abraham’s directive “to go” continues through us. We are inspired by his faith 
and motivated by his alacrity in fulfilling the wishes of the One Above. Continuing 
his mission to uplift the world through loving-kindness, we, too, forge ahead 
toward a brighter and better world. As we resume daily life that sometimes floods 
us with problems and challenges, Abraham’s outlook empowers us to not simply 
swim with the tide. We can lift our eyes to see the ray of hope in every situation 
and to know that every difficulty leads to a more purposeful, productive, and 
meaningful life.

The Midrash relates a Rabbinic narrative of when Abraham set out to fulfill 
the most difficult of his trials, taking his beloved son, Isaac, to the altar. As he 
approached his destination from afar, accompanied by Isaac and his servants, he 
turned to his beloved Isaac and said, “My son, what do you see ahead? Do you 
see what I see?” And Isaac responded, “I see a magnificent, blossoming moun-
tain, reaching the heights in its full glory and majesty.” And then Abraham turned 
to his servants and asked the same question. “We see nothing ahead,” they 
answered, “only wasteland, desert, and desolation.” Abraham then proudly walked 
ahead with Isaac, who shared his vision of a promising future, leaving his pessi-
mistic servants behind.

Here at Chabad of the Berkshires, we share Abraham’s mission and his vision, 
knowing that Torah is eternal, and our existence as a people is eternal – Am Yisrael 
Chai!  We are thankful to our Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, for giving us 
the opportunity to share that vision with our special community, as do thousands 

of Chabad emissaries respectively around the globe. Encouraged by the support of 
our many friends of Chabad, we see a beautiful path ahead, blossoming and flour-
ishing with creativity, activity, and a Judaism that is alive and vibrant. 

We see a community ensuring the future for ourselves and for our children 
through our commitment to Torah learning and Jewish education. 

We see ourselves unified as one people, no matter what our background and 
affiliation, working together toward higher ideals and goals in life. 

With change in the right direction on the part of every one of us – and, indeed, 
everyone has room for improvement – there is no limit to what we can accomplish 
for our families, our people, our community, and our society at large.  

In our optimistic vision for the coming year, Chabad of the Berkshires is plan-
ning to offer creative events throughout the year that harnesses the incredible 
potential toward meaningful goals. 

At Chabad, membership is not required to take advantage of all our programs. 
Just give your heart, your mind, and a little of your time, and you will surely find 
something that you can enjoy. Together, let’s breathe new life into this wonderful 
year and continue to march forward to our ultimate redemption!  

 Rabbi Levi Volovik is co-director of Chabad of the Berkshires in Pittsfield.
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Rabbi Reflection
Recommitting to Our Values and Our Traditions to Achieve Goals Above and Beyond the Past Year
By Rabbi Levi Volovik

 

 
 

ISRAEL TRAVEL & STUDY GRANTS FOR YOUTH 
 

The Michael Nathaniel Shute Endowment Fund  
provides grants to Berkshire area youth for  

educational travel or study in Israel.  
 

Applications are accepted on a rolling basis. Awards are made within  
45 days of receiving the application. Additional funding is available through 

 the Harold Grinspoon Foundation. 
 

Download an application at jewishberkshires.org 
or pick one up at the Federation’s office 

196 South Street, Pittsfield, MA 
 

 

Abraham’s directive “to go” continues through us. 
We are inspired by his faith and motivated by his 
alacrity in fulfilling the wishes of the One Above.
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires:

The Afula Branch of 
Haifa Rape Crisis Center 
has been supported by 
Partnership2Gether’s Southern 
New England Coalition (SNEC) 
communities, allowing it to 
exist. Having the center located 
in Afula made it accessible to 
hundreds of people in Afula-
Gilboa who wouldn’t be able to 
get help otherwise. The Afula 
branch works 24/7, raising 
awareness to the subject of 
sexual violence and its preven-
tion, and encouraging sexual 
abuse survivors to contact the 
center for support and consul-
tation. In addition, the center 
facilitates an outreach training 
program within the region’s 
educational, health, social services, and crim-
inal justice systems in both Arab and Jewish 
communities. 

Unfortunately, the year 2020 was a year of 
crisis. 6,400 calls reached the center’s hotline, 
and at least 2,000 of them came from residents 
of Afula and the region, pointing to a signifi-
cant increase in applications from teenagers 
and professionals. At the same time, the Afula 
branch continued its activity using Zoom 
and in-person encounters, when possible. A 
women’s support group for sexual violence 
victims has been created, new volunteers from 
the region have been recruited to provide assis-
tance, and meetings with about 2,000 young 
people in various educational frameworks and 
presentations were conducted by the center. 
The Afula branch also continued, as much as 
possible, to provide training to professionals 
from the field. 

 Lately, following the COVID crisis and the 
increase of need from the field, the center has 

created a new lecture discussing “10 practical 
ways to prevent the next abuse,” empha-
sizing the importance of information related 
to sexual violence. The lecture, enabling an 
open intergenerational conversation, aims to 
strengthen the local community and provide 
tools for dealing with emergencies and crises of 
sexual assault, focusing on prevention. By now, 
this lecture was given to teenagers, parents, 
and professionals in several settlements and 
kibbutzim in the Afula-Gilboa region, and 
received positive feedback. A teenager from one 
of the kibbutzim says – “We are finally talking 
about the right things.”

Thank you for the support that enables the 
center to deliver these important services to the 
Afula-Gilboa region.

Achiya Ben Ari Buganim
Living Bridge Coordinator      
Partnership2Gether  
Afula-Gilboa/Southern New England      

MAZEL TOV!
Mike Duffy on being chosen 
as member of the year at 
Temple Anshe Amunim.

Joan and Paul Gluck 
on their 50th wedding 
anniversary.

Federation board member 
Michael Wasserman on the 
birth of his third grandchild, 
Benjamin Simon Erdheim.

Sarah Aroeste, whose 
album Monastir (see page 
21) was named Best Jewish 
Album by the Jewish culture 
website Alma, which hailed 
the record as “so good it’s 
sacred – literally. Through 
the music, the Sephardic 
community of Monastir, 
decimated by the Holocaust, 
springs back to life.” Kudos 
too on the nice writeup by 
Tablet Magazine.

Ari Weiner on his November 6 
bar mitzvah at Knesset Israel. 
Proud parents are Judith and 
Rabbi David Weiner.

Stuart and Ellen Masters 
on their 55th wedding 
anniversary.

Benjamin (Benji) Dahari 
on his October 9 bar 
mitzvah at Knesset Israel. 
Proud parents are Brandi 
and David Dahari, and 
grandparents are Ellen 
and Tobi Lanciano and 
Emmanuel Dahari.

Cindy and Ed Helitzer, on 
the marriage of daughter 
Lindsey to Zak Standel, and 
the birth of their grandson, 
Hudson Brady Standel. 

Jacob Klein on launching 
his weather blog, 
berkshireweather.com

A sexual violence prevention seminar in Afula,  
supported by your campaign dollars

The Sweetest and Most Elegant  
of Arrangements
Dear BJV Editor:

Having served as editor of the Berkshire Jewish Voice for 
over a decade, it is with the greatest of sadness, and yet with 
thoughts of deepest appreciation, that I reflect on the passing of 
Rose Tannenbaum, the paper’s long-time graphic designer with 
whom I had the privilege of working hand in glove.

The composing of each issue of the BJV was a great joy 
and, also, a great deal of painstaking work. If it was up to me 
and others to find the right words, Rose, unflappable and with 
professional flair, always supplied the sweetest and most elegant 
of arrangements.

Of blessed memory indeed.
Sincerely,
David Verzi
Stephentown, NY

Delivering Support to Victims of Sexual Violence in Israel 
Through Our SNEC Partnership
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On Thursday, 
November 11 at 
6:45 p.m., join mosaic 
muralist Mia Schon for 
an online paper mosaic 
workshop, creatively 
repurposing magazines 
to design your beautiful 
mosaic menorah. 

Explore this creative 
technique, Flame by 
Flame, as we prepare to 
celebrate the Festival of 
Lights. So, grab a glue 
stick, scissors, maga-
zine pages, or another 
pattern you have 
chosen to work with, 
and you will be ready 
to go! All levels are welcome.  

This Jewish Federation of the Berkshires program will be 
presented via Zoom. Please visit our calendar of events at jewish-
berkshires.org for a link to this program.

 Mia Schon is a mosaic muralist and instructor who works in 
Boston and Tel Aviv. With a strong affinity for public art, Mia has 
made it her mission to spread large colorful mosaics throughout 
Israel while incorporating social, political, and cultural themes 
into her work.

 She recently received a Transformative Public Art grant from 
the City of Boston to respond to COVID-19 and encourage public 
connectedness piece by piece.

Your Federation Presents

Author Talk: Bound by Creativity,  
with Hannah Wohl

On Wednesday, 
November 3 
at 7:30 p.m., 
join sociologist 
and Berkshires 
native Hannah 
Wohl for a talk 
about her recent 
book, Bound by 
Creativity. The 
BJV featured an 
interview with 
Professor Wohl 
in our last issue 
– here’s your 
chance to learn 
more about the 
contemporary art 
world and to ask 

questions of your own.
This Jewish Federation of the Berkshires 

program will be presented via Zoom. Please visit 
our calendar of events at jewishberkshires.org 
for a link to this program. 
 
About Bound by Creativity:

What is creativity? While our traditional view 
of creative work might lead us to think of artists 
as solitary visionaries, the creative process is 
profoundly influenced by social interactions even 
when artists work alone. Sociologist Hannah Wohl 
draws on more than one hundred interviews and 
two years of ethnographic research in the New 
York contemporary art market to develop a rich 
sociological perspective of creativity. 

From inside the studio, we see how artists 
experiment with new ideas and decide which 
works to abandon, destroy, put into storage, or 
exhibit. Wohl then transports readers into the art 
world, where we discover how artists’ understand-
ings of their work are shaped through interactions 
in studio visits, galleries, international art fairs, 
and collectors’ homes.

Bound by Creativity reveals how artists develop 
conceptions of their distinctive creative visions 
through experimentation and social interactions. 
Ultimately, we come to appreciate how judgment 
is integral to the creative process, both resulting 
in the creation of original works while also 
limiting an artist’s ability to break new ground. 
Exploring creativity through the lens of judgment 
sheds new light on the production of cultural 
objects, markets, and prestige.

Hannah Wohl is assistant professor of 
sociology at the University of California, Santa 
Barbara. She received her Ph.D. in sociology at 
Northwestern University and was a postdoctoral 
fellow at Columbia University. Her research 
examines judgment and decision-making in 
creative industries, such as art, literature, 
technology, and academia. Her work has been 
published in leading sociology journals and 
has won prizes from the American Sociological 
Association. Hannah grew up in Lenox and at 
Temple Anshe Amunim.

Hannah Wohl
Mia Schon at work

Funky Chanukah Mosaic 
Workshop

Tools to Combat Anti-Semitism –  
A Free 3-Part Webinar 

“Space Race: Nazi Scientists, the Cold War, and Cutting Corners”
On Monday, November 15 at 6:45 p.m., join radio 

journalist and author Evan Weiner for the fascinating 
(and often troubling) story of the roots of the US space 
program.

This Jewish Federation of the Berkshires program 
will be presented via Zoom. Please visit our calendar 
of events at jewishberkshires.org for a link to this 
program.

Weiner will discuss the space race against the 
Russians with its twisted starts, stop, successes, and 
failures that eventually resulted in the historic achieve-
ment of Neil Armstrong becoming the first man to step 
on the moon on July 20, 1969.

Evan Weiner is a radio journalist, newspaper 
columnist, and author who has written and reported 
extensively about the impact of sports on deci-
sion-makers and policy. He was a columnist with the 
New York Sun and a daily commentator for Westwood 
One Radio. He has also appeared on numerous televi-
sion and radio and has been featured on MSNBC, CN8, 
and ABCNewsNow. He has written extensively for The 
Daily Beast about the politics of the sports and enter-
tainment business and has a daily video podcast called 
“The Politics of Sports Business.” He is the author of 11 
books, including I Am Not Paul Bunyan and Other Tall 
Tales (2018) and The Politics of Sports Business (2019).

Join the ADL, the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires, and community 
partners from across New England on Thursdays, October 14, 21, and 28 
for an informative and action-oriented webinar series dedicated to learning 
tools to combat anti-Semitism. Each webinar in this series will be 30-minutes 
long. Participants will learn 5 different tools to combat anti-Semitism in each. 
Registration is required. This series is free.

Webinar #1: “Holding Elected Officials Accountable: 5 Things You Can Do 
When Elected Officials Cross the Line” – Thursday, October 14, from noon to 
12:30 p.m.

Webinar #2: “Understanding Antisemitism, Anti-Zionism, Anti-Israel: 
Debunking 5 Examples” – Thursday, October 21, from noon to 12:30 p.m.

Webinar #3: “Interrupting Antisemitism and Hate: 5 Strategies to Implement 
for Everyday Conversations” – Thursday, October 28 from noon to 12:30 p.m.

Register at: support.adl.org/event/the-good-fight/e357839 
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Experience luxurious Senior Living with 
a full continuum of care!
Don’t struggle with aging at home and the isolation and challenges it can bring. Life at 
The Lodge means less stress on you and your family and more chances to live life with 
renewed energy and purpose!  
The Lodge offers:
• Maintenance-free living in charming and spacious residences  
• Healthy, delicious chef-prepared dining 
• Available, 24-hour RN licensed on-campus care 
• Comprehensive Wellness Programming
• A full calendar of engaging daily activities

Learn about the benefits of Assisted Living vs. Home Care at www.geercares.org/luxurious-senior-living 
or call Deb at 860.824.2625 to schedule your in-person or virtual tour.

77 - 99 South Canaan Road | North Canaan CT 06018 | www.geercares.org | 860.824.2600

Donate. Volunteer. Make a Difference.

Your Federation Presents
ADL and Hillel International Join Forces 
Two worthy organizations supported by your gifts to this Federation will address anti-Semitism 
on campus through education and engagement

NEW YORK – Hillel International, the largest Jewish student organization 
in the world, and ADL (Anti-Defamation League), a leading anti-hate organi-
zation fighting anti-Semitism and all forms of hate, have joined forces to work 
collaboratively on several initiatives starting in the new academic year. They will 
proactively address the disturbing rise in anti-Semitic activity on campus through 
new educational programs and assessments of the climate on campus for Jewish 
students.

The initiative will harness ADL’s deep expertise in tracking and responding to 
anti-Semitic incidents and Hillel’s vast network of professionals and programs 
on campus, reaching more than 400,000 Jewish students in North America and 
hundreds of thousands of Jewish students overseas. Working together, ADL and 
Hillel will grow their education and engagement of the full campus community 
– including students, faculty, university staff, and administrators – with quality 
curricula, programming, and research. They will collaborate in responding to 
anti-Semitic incidents when they occur.

“Jewish college students are increasingly subjected to anti-Semitism today, 
both on campus and on social media, and are urgently seeking support and 
tools to effectively respond,” said Adam Lehman, president and CEO of Hillel 
International. “Bringing together ADL’s expertise and Hillel’s deep relationships 
on campus, we can empower Jewish students to speak out against hate and 
educate the broader campus community to ensure anti-Semitism is not tolerated 
at colleges and universities.”

“Anti-Semitism remains a serious problem on campus, and many Jewish 
students are not fully equipped to respond when they encounter hate in the 
university environment,” said Jonathan A. Greenblatt, ADL CEO and national 
director. 

During the 2020-2021 academic year, Hillel International counted a total 
of 244 anti-Semitic incidents on college and university campuses, according 
to preliminary data. This compares to the 181 anti-Semitic incidents reported 
during the 2019-2020 academic year, when most classes were still taking place in 
person.

ADL and Hillel International will collaborate on several initiatives:
Curriculum Development: Developing training on the history of anti-Semitism 

and how it manifests on campus today for Hillel professionals and students.
 Research: Working through Hillel’s Campus Climate Initiative, surveying 

campuses nationwide to assess the campus climate for Jewish students across 
the United States.

Incident Reporting: Hillel, ADL and the Secure Community Network, the official 
safety and security organization of the Jewish community in North America, will 
work to create a single reporting mechanism.

Never is Now Summit: Hillel International will be a co-sponsor of ADL’s annual 
“Never is Now Summit on Anti-Semitism and Hate,” which will be held virtually 
this year from November 7-9. 

For more information, visit adl.org/events#never-is-now. 

Earthquake  
in Haiti

We are heart-
broken by the 
news of Haiti’s 
devastating earth-
quake, which has 
killed hundreds 
of people and 
destroyed thou-
sands of homes.

Jewish 
Federations 
are collectively 
supporting 
relief efforts 
through the Joint 
Distribution 
Committee, which 
is providing 

critically-needed medical supplies to local hospitals treating the 
wounded.

Through our partnership with JDC, Federations provide a Jewish 
response to international humanitarian emergencies wherever they 
happen.

Last year alone, Federations provided over $40 million to the JDC 
that, in addition to other global needs, helped buttress its 11-year 
efforts in Haiti and allowed it to swing into action immediately when 
disaster struck again.

You can donate directly to the efforts here  
jdc.org/HaitiEarthquake2021.

Federations Responding to Natural Disasters in Haiti and the US Gulf Coast

Hurricane Ida Response
Hurricane Ida has torn through much of the Gulf Coast, leaving 

survivors devastated by its damage. Roofs have blown off buildings, 
homes and businesses are severely flooded, while power lines are 
down and phone service and electricity are out for hundreds of thou-
sands of residents. As a collective, Federations are there, delivering 
emergency relief support to all those who have suffered most from 
the damage.

You can donate directly to the efforts at jfeds.org/hurricaneida 

 Page 6 Berkshire Jewish Voice   •   jewishberkshires.org October 11 to November 14, 2021  



Anonymous (7)
Beth and Bernie Abramson
Suzanne Bach
Mike and Ilene Baron
Barbara Barron
Bob Baum
Nancy and David Bayer
Anita Behn

Peter Bodnar and Robin Weiser
Carolyn and Nelson Bonheim
Maxine Bookless
Alan and Roselle Chartock
Mimi Cohen
Nancy Cook
Burton and Linda Edelstein
Diana and Stanley Feld

Lea and David Finck
Robert and Marilyn Gellert
Sheila Goldlust and William 

Rota
Marc and Suze Goldman
Maxine Goldsmith
Jill Goldstein
Stephen and Judith Goodman

William and Linda Grabel
Laurel and John Graney
Paul Graubard and Karen Chase
Jack Gutt and Debra Plafker
David and Merle Harris
Jim Heeger and Daryl Messinger
Richard and Cathy Holland
Larry and Jackie Horn
Ed and Sharyn Hotchkiss
Sharon Hotchkiss
Livingston and Saranne Kosberg
Fred and Brenda Landes
Cecily Levine
Jay Levy and Louise Vargas-Levy
Edward and Iris Lipke
Leonard and Elaine Lipton
Claire Lipton Zimmers
Karen and Edward Lurie
Estelle Miller
Bev and Gerry Nacheman
Larry and Faith Newmark
Joanne and Dennis Olson
Joel and Madeleine Policzer
David and Maribeth Pomerantz
Loretta and Joel Prives

Ronald and Lori Reiss
Rosamond Rice
Jill Robinson
Alex and Sabina Rosenblum
Rhoda Rosenfeld
Diane Rosenthal and Mark 

Deitch
Deborah Roth
Shirley Rubenstein
Mark and Robin Salsberg
Philip and Lucy Sandler
Nan Selkowitz Sisselman
Steven Simon and Maud 

Mandel
Amy Simons Abramovich
Richard Simons and Marcie 

Greenfield Simons
Linda and David Sotnick
Judith Stolzberg
Lois Swawite
Marcia and Floyd Tuler
Rabbis Don Weber and Shira 

Stern
Edward and Betty Weisberger
Deborah and Howard Wineberg
Josh Yurfest and Kathy Fraker

Jewish V   ice
Berkshire

A publication of the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires, serving the Berkshires and surrounding NY, CT and VT

Thank you to our supporters!
The Berkshire Jewish Voice extends a very special  “thank you” 

for the generosity extended by those who have sent in their con-
tributions for voluntary subscriptions to the paper.

SEED WHAT YOU READ! BECOME A SUBSCRIBER TODAY!
Yes, I support the Berkshire Jewish Voice! Please accept my voluntary  
tax-deductible subscription contribution.

Mail check payable to:
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
196 South Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201
(Please add Berkshire Jewish Voice in the memo)

_____ $360 Mensch & Honorary Publisher 
(Supports color printing in one edition of the Voice)
_____ $180 Sponsor
_____ $72 Patron
_____ $36 Friend
_____ $18 Supporter    

Name to be listed: _____________________________________________
p I wish to remain anonymous

Your Federation Presents

The Jewish Women’s Foundation of the Berkshires (JWF) announces $59,270 in grant awards to 18 non-profit 
organizations addressing unmet needs in Berkshire County. 

Recipient organizations include: 

Arts in Recovery for Youth 
Barrington Stage
Berkshire Area Health Education Center
Berkshire Bounty 
Berkshire Center for Justice 
Berkshire Community Diaper Project 
Berkshire Family & Individual Resources

Berkshire Grown 
Berkshire Hills Regional School District 
Berkshire Immigrant Center 
Berkshire South Regional Community Center 
Boys and Girls Club of the Berkshires
Community Health Programs 
Gladys A. Brigham Community Center 

Greenagers 
Guthrie Center 
Railroad Street Youth Project 
Roots Rising

In its twelfth year, JWF, under the auspices of the Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires, has granted more than $400,000 to community non-profits. Grants 
to a broad sector of community organizations are made possible through the 
generous contributions and membership fees of more than 150 women. A large 
committee of JWF members vets the proposals to ensure that the grants are 
focused on compelling unmet community needs.

 JWF is committed to the Jewish mandate of tikkun olam, helping repair the 
world and making it a better place. JWF carries out its mission by providing 
funding, volunteers, mentoring and support services to local agencies.  

For information about applying for a grant for the 2022/23 grant cycle, please 
check the JWF website: jewishberkshires.org/jewish-womens-foundation. The 
next Request for Proposal will be posted May 1, 2022.

paper’s first interactive treatment of an op-ed.
Makovsky is a lifetime member of the Council on Foreign Relations and the 

London-based International Institute for Strategic Studies. His commentaries on 
the peace process and the Arab-Israeli conflict have been widely published, and 
he appears frequently in the media to comment on Arab-Israeli affairs. He also 
has testified before Congressional committees and subcommittees on foreign rela-
tions and foreign affairs.

Before joining The Washington Institute, Makovsky was an award-winning 
journalist. He also was Executive Editor of The Jerusalem Post; Diplomatic 
Correspondent for Haaretz; and Contributing Editor and special Jerusalem corre-
spondent to U.S. News and World Report. He received the National Press Club’s 
1994 Edwin M. Hood Award for Diplomatic Correspondence for a cover story on 
PLO finances that he co-wrote.

A native of St. Louis, David Makovsky received a bachelor’s degree from 
Columbia University and a master’s degree in Middle East studies from Harvard 
University.

Ambassador Dennis Ross is counselor and William Davidson Distinguished 
Fellow at The Washington Institute for Near East Policy. Prior to returning to the 
Institute in 2011, he served two years as special assistant to President Obama 
and National Security Council senior director for the Central Region, and a year 
as special advisor to Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton.

For more than twelve years, Ambassador Ross played a leading role in shaping 
U.S. involvement in the Middle East peace process and dealing directly with the 
parties in negotiations. A highly skilled diplomat, Ambassador Ross was U.S. 
point man on the peace process in both the George H. W. Bush and Bill Clinton 
administrations. He was instrumental in assisting Israelis and Palestinians 

to reach the 1995 Interim Agreement; he also successfully brokered the 1997 
Hebron Accord, facilitated the 1994 Israel-Jordan peace treaty, and intensively 
worked to bring Israel and Syria together.

A scholar and diplomat with more than two decades of experience in Soviet 
and Middle East policy, Ambassador Ross worked closely with Secretaries of State 
James Baker, Warren Christopher, and Madeleine Albright. Prior to his service 
as special Middle East coordinator under President Clinton, Ambassador Ross 
served as director of the State Department’s Policy Planning Staff in the first Bush 
administration. In that capacity, he played a prominent role in U.S. policy toward 
the former Soviet Union, the unification of Germany and its integration into 
NATO, arms control negotiations, and the 1991 Gulf War coalition.

During the Reagan administration, he served as director of Near East and 
South Asian affairs on the National Security Council staff and deputy director 
of the Pentagon’s Office of Net Assessment. Ambassador Ross was awarded the 
Presidential Medal for Distinguished Federal Civilian Service by President Clinton, 
and Secretaries Baker and Albright presented him with the State Department’s 
highest award.

Ambassador Ross has published extensively on the former Soviet Union, arms 
control, and the greater Middle East, contributing numerous chapters to antholo-
gies. He is the author of several influential books on the peace process, the Middle 
East, and international relations. analytical and personal insight into the Middle 
East peace process. The New York Times praised his 2007 publication, Statecraft, 
And How to Restore America’s Standing in the World (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 
2007), as “important and illuminating.”

MIDDLE EAST UPDATE 2021, continued from page 1

Jewish Women’s Foundation of the Berkshires Announces 
2021/2022 Grant Awards
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FBI report reinforces trend that 
American Jews are ‘top target’ for 
hate crimes
By Faygie Holt / JNS

Survey of Jewish fraternity  
and sorority finds most  
respondents experienced  
anti-Semitism on campus
By Ben Sales / JTA The latest FBI report on hate crimes 

shows that the number of incidents 
continues to rise year to year in the 
United States, with 7,759 hate crimes 
reported in 2020 as compared to 7,517 
in 2019, but with fewer crimes catego-
rized as “religiously motivated.”

“Preventing and responding to hate 
crimes and hate incidents is one of the 
Justice Department’s highest priori-
ties. The FBI Hate Crime Statistics for 
2020 demonstrates the urgent need for 
a comprehensive response,” said US 
Attorney General Merrick B. Garland 
upon the report’s publication August 
30. “Last year saw a 6.1 percent 
increase in hate crime reports, and in 
particular, hate crimes motivated by 
race, ethnicity and ancestry, and by 
gender identity.”

Anti-Jewish bias accounted for 676 
incidents – 57 percent of the 1,174 reli-
giously motivated hate crimes in 2020 
– aligning with the annual finding that 
the Jewish community is disproportion-
ately targeted by religiously motivated 
crimes, given that Jews account for less 
than 2 percent of the U.S. population. 
The total number of incidents is down 
from the 953 anti-Jewish hate crimes 
reported in 2019, but also occurred a 
time of national lockdown due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

 “This report reminds us all that 
the Jewish community remains a top 
target for hate crimes,” said Michael 
Master, national director and CEO 
of the Secure Community Network, 
which describes itself as the “official 

safety and security organization” of the 
Jewish community in North America. 
“Despite our relatively small popula-
tion, these attacks show no signs of 
slowing down as our community was 
targeted the most among religiously 
motivated crimes. We must continue to 
work to be as prepared and secure as 
possible so the Jewish community can 
continue to thrive.”

Among the incidents against Jews 
last year, 56 percent targeted indi-
viduals directly; 53 percent involved 
vandalism or property destruction; 33 
percent involved intimidation; and 10 
percent entailed either simple or aggra-
vated assault.

“Every hate crime is heinous and 
unacceptable, no matter its target, 
and we must stand resolutely with 
any targeted group. Yet the fact that 
American Jews – who make up no 
more than 2 percent of the U.S. popu-
lation – are the targets of nearly 60 
percent of religious bias crimes should 
set off alarm bells,” said David Harris, 
CEO of American Jewish Committee. 
“For decades, we have cautioned that 
anti-Semitism is a rising threat and 
that it comes from multiple sources, 
including the far right, the hard left, 
and Islamist extremists. Fighting 
Jew-hatred in America must become 
a national priority and it must be a 
bipartisan and cross-communal effort.”

A survey of members of AEPi and 
AEPhi, the most prominent national 
Jewish fraternity and sorority, found 
that large numbers of respondents 
have experienced anti-Semitism on 
campus.

The survey also found that about 
half of respondents have felt the need 
to hide their Jewish identity on campus 
or in virtual campus settings. A slim 
majority said they “are somewhat or 
very reluctant to share their views on 
Israel,” according to the survey.

The survey was commissioned 
by the Louis D. Brandeis Center for 
Human Rights Under Law, a legal orga-
nization that aids Jewish and pro-Israel 
college students. It was conducted by 
Mike Cohen of the Cohen Research 
Group in Washington, D.C. The survey 
was conducted last April, before the 
spike in anti-Semitism in the United 
States surrounding the Israel-Gaza 
conflict the following month.

The survey was made available to 
all AEPi and AEPhi members nation-
ally, and 1,027 chose to respond – 710 
of the 5,158 AEPi students and 317 
of 3,310 AEPhi students. It is unclear 
how representative the respondents are 
of AEPi and AEPhi as a whole, though 
Cohen said it was an unusually high 
response rate.

The survey comes amid concern 
among Jewish organizations, and 
Jewish campus activists, about 
marginalization and harassment of 

Jews on campus. National Jewish 
groups have long seen college 
campuses, and particularly the debate 
over the Israeli-Palestinian conflict on 
campus, as a front in the fight against 
anti-Jewish bigotry. In the past year, 
Jewish student activists have organized 
themselves to fight anti-Zionism and 
anti-Semitism online.

Those concerns have reached the 
highest levels of government. Kenneth 
Marcus, the founder of the Brandeis 
Center, served as assistant US secre-
tary of education for civil rights under 
President Donald Trump. In 2019, 
Trump signed an executive order 
mandating “robust” enforcement of civil 
rights protections for Jews on campus, 
which included some anti-Israel activity 
in the definition of anti-Semitism. 
The order prompted a series of federal 
complaints alleging anti-Semitism at 
campuses in the US, some of which 
were filed by the Brandeis Center.

More than 60 percent of students 
in AEPi and AEPhi said that at some 
point, they have felt unsafe as Jews on 
campus or in virtual campus settings. 
Most of both groups said they’re 
worried about verbal attacks, and 
about a third of each group said they’re 
worried about online harassment or 
being “marginalized or penalized” by 
a professor, according to the survey. 
About one in six respondents feared a 
physical attack.

Eden-Renée Hayes, director of the Davis Center at Williams College, which 
focuses on the unique problems that racial, ethnic, and religious minori-
ties, women, those of LGBTQ identities, and international students face as 
members of the Williams community 

Rabbi Neil P.G. Hirsch of Hevreh of Southern Berkshire.  

Together they will explore the path from Charlottesville and how to hold violent 
extremists accountable for their actions. 

Register for this important conversation on the Calendar of Events at jewish-
berkshires.org.

About Integrity First for America’s Lawsuit
The group describes its mission and legal action as follows:

Integrity First for America’s Charlottesville case is the only legal effort to take on 
the broad leadership of the white supremacist movement.  At a moment when the 
crisis of violent extremism is clear, IFA’s case provides a tangible way to take action – 
already having a major financial, legal, and operational impact even before trial, with 
the potential to bankrupt the leaders and hate groups at the center of this movement 
and provide a model for accountability. 

 Taking on, and taking down, these violent extremists is all the more critical as we 
see them spread terror, disinformation, and violence.

IFA’s lawsuit will go to trial in October 2021 in federal court in Charlottesville. It 
alleges a racist, violent conspiracy under the Ku Klux Klan Act of 1871 – detailing 
how the violence was planned in advance via online chats, down to talk of hitting 

protesters with cars. The plaintiffs are Charlottesville community members who were 
injured; the defendants are two dozen neo-Nazis, white supremacists, and hate 
groups responsible for planning and orchestrating the violence. 

IFA’s plaintiffs are represented by some of the country’s top litigators, who are 
donating their time, led by Roberta Kaplan and Karen Dunn.

In many ways, Charlottesville previewed the subsequent cycle of extremist violence 
in terms of tools, tactics, and key players. The Pittsburgh shooter communicated on 
Gab with the Charlottesville leaders before killing 11 at Tree of Life. The Christchurch 
(New Zealand) shooter donated to and was inspired by IFA’s Charlottesville defen-
dants. One of the chief cheerleaders of the Capitol attack is a neo-Nazi defendant in 
IFA’s suit for his role in Charlottesville.

By taking on these individuals and groups – and bankrupting and dismantling 
them through large civil judgments – this case will have a significant impact on this 
violent movement and provide a model for accountability and justice. It will estab-
lish a clear legal precedent that exposes – and holds accountable – this movement for 
the anti-Semitic, racist, and other bigoted violence it promotes and organizes; create 
a deterrent for other extremists; and send a clear message that violent hate has no 
place here.

We’re already seeing the case’s impacts firsthand, even before we go to trial. 
White nationalist leader Richard Spencer told the court that IFA’s case has been 
“financially crippling.” Other white nationalist and neo-Nazi leaders have faced major 
financial and legal consequences, including tens of thousands of dollars in sanctions 
and even jail time. IFA’s plaintiffs also recently secured evidentiary sanctions against 
three defendants, which will have an enormous impact at trial.

WHITE SUPREMACY IN 2021, continued from page 1

NEWS
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Donate ~ Volunteer ~ Make a Difference

BIO Remembers the Hammerlings

LOCAL NEWS

DALTON – 
On Sunday, 
October 24, 
Susan Staskin of 
Pittsfield will be 
honored with the 
MICAH (Members 
in Community 
Action Honoree) 
Award, spon-
sored by the 
Berkshire 
Interfaith 
Organizing (BIO). 

Susan Staskin 
dedicated her 
professional life 
to helping others. 
She retired 

after devoting over 36 years to the Massachusetts 
Department of Children and Families. She repre-
sented the Department in the Teen Parent Program 
and served as co-chair of the local chapter of the 
NASW (National Association of Social Workers) for 
four years.

A member of Knesset Israel, she brought the 
“Adopt a Family” program to the synagogue. 
Congregants purchase Christmas gifts for a family 
that may not have the resources to celebrate. She 
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Elie and Myrna Hammerling, z"l  

Knesset Israel’s Susan Staskin to be Honored  
by Berkshire Interfaith Organizing 

Knesset Israel Introduces Tuesday 
Evening Beit Midrash Study Program

PITTSFIELD – Knesset Israel begins its fall adult education season with a new 
approach to adult education: A Tuesday evening Beit Midrash (Study) program. 
Following evening davening at 7 p.m., a variety of teachers will present short, 
multi-session classes on a range of Jewish topics. 

Rabbi David Weiner, spiritual leader of Knesset Israel, will begin the Beit 
Midrash program with a three-class series on Zoom about “The Pandemic and 
Jewish Life” – one class on vaccination and two on convening a minyan over the 
internet – October 5, 12, and 19. Zoom links are available from the Knesset Israel 
office, (413) 445-4872, or at knessetisrael.org/calendar.

On October 26, the Beit Midrash joins with the Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires, the Center for Jewish Life at Williams College, Hevreh of Southern 
Berkshire, and Temple Anshe Amunim to welcome the creative team behind The 
New Jew, documentary series. See page 23 for more information

On Tuesdays in November (2, 9, 16, and 30), Stephen Feingold will offer a 
course that focuses on ancient approaches to Hanukah. Small group conversa-
tions will complement intensive study of Hanukah from the Mishna and Talmud; 
the very last class coincides with the third night of Hanukah. This class will take 
place on Zoom, after 7 p.m. Tuesday evening davening. Links are available from the 
Knesset Israel office, (413) 445-4872, or at knessetisrael.org/calendar. 

The Tuesday evening Beit Midrash, a new anchor for Knesset Israel’s adult 
education program, will continue throughout the school year, with online and 
in-person offerings.

Shirei Shabbat
Shirei Shabbat, the congregation’s monthly musical Friday night service, takes 

place on October 22, at 5:30 p.m. There may be a delicious kosher community 
Shabbat dinner following that service. If so, please RSVP ($20/adult, free for chil-
dren) by Monday, October 18 to knessetisrael.org. Dinner is funded, in part, by a 
Harold Grinspoon Foundation Rekindle Shabbat grant.

Knesset Israel Services in October and November
Knesset Israel continues to welcome participation in its regularly-scheduled 

services and special events. Services take place every week in the congrega-
tion’s sanctuary on Friday evening at 5:45 p.m., Saturday morning at 9:30 a.m., 
and Sunday morning at 8:45 a.m. Provisions, updated frequently, are made for 
health and safety; current information is always available through the synagogue 
office. All sanctuary services are also available on livestream, knessetisrael.org/
livestream.

Weekday davening takes place on Zoom on Tuesday and Thursday evening. 
Kaddish is recited. The link is available from the Knesset Israel office, (413) 
445-4872, or at knessetisrael.org/calendar.

is a board member of Knesset Israel and has been a 
member of the special committee that adapted syna-
gogue life to the restrictions caused by the pandemic.

Berkshire Interfaith Organizing is a grassroots, 
member-led organization that confronts issues of 
racial, immigrant, and transportation justice in 
Berkshire County through community organizing. 
Since its founding in 2015, BIO has trained leaders 
from 18 member congregations and individuals from 
throughout the county in community organizing. Its 
MICAH Award is designed to recognize a selected 
individual from each member organization who 
reflects the values expressed by the prophet Micah:

“He has told you, O man, what is good, 
And what the Lord requires of you: 
Only to do justice and to love goodness, 
And to walk modestly with your God.” 
–Micah, 6:8

The award ceremony will take place at The 
Stationery Factory, 63 Flansburg Avenue in Dalton. 
Tickets are $40 and include light fare. Details 
about time and ticketing were not available at press 
time. Contact office@knessetisrael.org for more 
information.

The Federation joins the community in wishing 
Susan a hearty mazel tov on this award.

Also at this ceremony, BIO will commemorate the 
contributions of Elie and Myrna Hammerling, both of 
blessed memory. Writes Rabbi David Weiner: “From 
the time Knesset Israel helped found BIO, Myrna 
served as our representative on the executive council 
that guides the organization. She helped shape BIO’s 
agenda and serve as a liaison between BIO and 
Knesset Israel. When KI hosted an event or meeting, 
she would help with logistics like setup and catering. 
As BIO’s secretary, a position on its board, she also 
took minutes and managed communication.”

Susan Staskin

Cheshvan/Kislev 5782 Berkshire Jewish Voice   •   jewishberkshires.org Page 9



GREAT BARRINGTON, MA   WEST STOCKBRIDGE, MA   CHATHAM, NY

STONEHOUSEPROPERTIES.COM

Supporting the Arts, Culture,  
Environment and Social Needs  
in the Berkshires since 1984

v

Jim Nejaime, Wine Merchant
444 Pittsfield Rd., Lenox, MA

Place your orders through SPIRITED-WINES.COM
Convenient, quick & easy!

CURBSIDE PICKUP, DELIVERY OR SHIPPING!

To serve our clients & minimize social contact, 
we urge our customers to utilize our

CURBSIDE PICK UP (1 hour lead time), 
DELIVERY, or SHIPPING OPTIONS

Contact Us to Order at: www.spirited-wines.com
by Email: orders@spirited-wines.com

by Phone: 413.448.2274

SPIRITED IS OPEN 
MONDAY - SATURDAY, 9AM - 7PM

You are also welcome to come in to our 
sanitized shop with limited # of clients policy.

LOCAL NEWS

Autumn Programs at Congregation 
Ahavath Sholom

GREAT BARRINGTON – Congregation Ahavath Sholom is pleased to announce 
that Shabbat services, plus programming, will continue. Some of the events will 
take place via Zoom and others may be in person at the synagogue or another 
location. 

Please check the CAS website, ahavathsholom.com, for updated information. 
On Sunday, October 17 at 10 a.m., join Rabbi Barbara Cohen for a study 

session – location and subject to be announced. 
On Wednesdays at 10 a.m., it’s “Rabbi Barbara’s Coffee Hour” – join the CAS 

community online for stimulating discussion. Check the calendar to join.

Family Fun at CBI
NORTH ADAMS – This autumn, Congregation Beth Israel invites families with 
children ages 2-12 in the northern Berkshire Jewish community and beyond to 
join free family education programs! 

Each program is designed to interest children of varying ages (as well as their 
parents!), provide enjoyable educational experiences tied to Jewish holidays and 
values, and provide experiences that center families around Jewish culture, 
cooking, and traditions. Programs are experiential, appealing to many senses, and 
engage children as full participants. 

Coming up are:
“Get Ready for Fall: Tend Our Garden and Our Earth” – Sunday, October 17 

at 1 p.m. Join CBI for a hands-on afternoon of learning about the wonders of 
nature! Families will be able to help take care of the garden and take in the 
beauty of autumn in the Berkshires. 

“PJ Family Havdalah” – Saturday, November 13 at 4 p.m. Come for PJ story-
time and stay for snacks and a havdalah service.

Funding to help make these programs free to all families has been provided by 
the Harold Grinspoon Foundation.

Congregation Beth Israel is at 59 Lois Street in North Adams. Please contact 
the congregation for details and COVID-19 protocols. Email cbinadams@gmail.
com or call (413) 663-5830.

Berkshire Hills Hadassah to Honor  
Its “Pandemic Mitzvah Menschen”

Berkshires Hills Hadassah's Donor Zoom Event will be held on Tuesday, 
November 9 at 7 p.m., and will recognize and thank the 2021 Pandemic Mitzvah 
Mensches.

Honorees are:

Hadassah wishes to thank all members of associated committees, including 
those who delivered meals.

Organizations and programs represented by the honorees are: Berkshire 
Thanksgiving Baking Angels; Food Pantry Collaborative; Thanksgiving Angels; 
Berkshire Bounty; South Congregational Church Food Pantry; Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires and its Kosher Lunch Program and Caring Pals, a partnership 
with Williams College Jewish Association; Smile on Seniors; Hevreh of Southern 
Berkshire and their Early Childhood Center; Knesset Israel; Temple Anshe 
Amunim; and Chabad of the Berkshires.

Please address any questions to berkshirehillshadassah@gmail.com or call 
(413) 443-4386.

Cindy Bell-Deane
Nancy Cook Dubin 
Regina Fink
Marcie Greenfield Simons 
Mark Lefenfeld 
Ellen Marcus

Janie Pellish
Elisa Snowise 
Lisa Udel 
Sara Volovik  
Jay Weintraub 

Autumn at Temple Anshe Amunim 
PITTSFIELD – Temple Anshe Amunim invites the community to participate in its 
services and programs

Shabbat Services and Torah Study
TAA will hold in-person Shabbat services on Friday nights at 5:30 p.m. There 

will also be Torah study on Saturday mornings at 9:30 a.m.. If you are interested 
in joining virtually, please reach out to the Temple office. 

Hilda Vallin Feigenbaum Memorial Foundation Lecture
Please join TAA for the 54th Annual Hilda Vallin Feigenbaum Memorial 

Foundation Lecture, which will be held on Sunday, October 17 at 7:30 p.m. as a 
hybrid lecture, both in person at the synagogue and virtually. 

The speaker will be Dr. Nicholas Christakis, director of the Human Nature 
Lab at Yale University and co-director of the Yale Institute for Network Science. 
The lecture, organized by the Temple Anshe Amunim Hilda Vallin Feigenbaum 
Memorial Lecture Committee, is free and open to the public. 

A limited number of guests will join the lecture in person while it will be avail-
able to all virtually. Pre-registration will be required. Registration and sign on 
details are available at ansheamunim.org.

Temple Anshe Amunim is at 26 Broad Street in Pittsfield. 

Federation’s Cindy Bell-Deane, one of Hadassah’s honorees for her exemplary 
efforts in feeding our seniors during the pandemic, is known to run a tight ship in 
the kitchen at our Kosher Lunch Program
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Independent Living  |  Assisted Living  |  Memory Care

Call 413-499-1992 to learn more or schedule a tour.

ResidencesatMelbournePlace.com • 140 Melbourne Road, Pittsfield, MA 01201

TH I S  I S  
LIVING, ENRICHED. 

Our renovations are almost complete.  
Come and see what a life at Melbourne Place  

could look like for you.

•  Modern Private Apartments and  
Berkshires Mountain View Apartments

•  Restaurant-Style Dining

•  State-of-the-Art Movie Theatre

•  Outdoor Gardens, Patios and Firepit

• Complimentary Transportation

•  Cultural, Educational and Social Programs

Your Federation Presents

By Susan Frisch Lehrer / Coordinator of Volunteers and PJ Library

Community members joined the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires on two outings this summer – to Chesterwood Museum and the Berkshire 
Botanical Garden, both in Stockbridge. Susan Frisch Lehrer, former longtime staff member at Chesterwood, led a “behind the scenes” tour of the 

property, to the delight of all. Everyone enjoyed learning and exploring the beauty, art, and history of both treasured Berkshire sites. 

A Much-Needed Breath of Fresh Air
With Federation-led tours of two Berkshire landmarks, 

we got ourselves back to the garden(s)
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Your Federation Presents

Our community sends a huge thank you to all the volunteers for our very 
successful Rosh Hashanah gift bag program – or, as we fondly refer to it, Joe’s 
Project (in memory of the late Joe Madison, who began this program with a few of 
his hiking buddies many years ago). Some 250 bags were delivered to seniors at 
home, in facilities, and in our local hospitals. We had over 100 volunteers working 
on the program, including campers from Crane Lake Camp and Eisner Camp who 
decorated the bags, plus bakers, name collectors, packers, and delivery folks. 

Yashir Koach – Thank you to all! You helped us start 5782 on a high note!
B’shalom, 
Susan Frisch Lehrer, Coordinator of Volunteers

Thanks to: Kayla Bellmore, Amy Aronoff Blumkin & Mark Blumkin, Maxine 
Bookless, Joan Brotman, Merle Ferber, Ruben and Jessie Fried, Barbara & Ted 
Ginsburg, Jenny Gitlitz, Susan Gordon, Joan Grossman, Susan & Mark Hariton, 
Cindy Helitzer, Enid Hoffman, Alice & Martin Jonas, Av Kadish, Julia Kaplan, 
Lisa & Ralph Kleinman, Ann Krawet, Karen & Ed Lurie, Cathy Demain Mann 
& Fred Friedman, Judy Moss, Alba Passerini, David Pill, Richard Reiss, Ellen 
Rosenblatt, Naomi Schwartz, Hope Silverman, Cheryl Small, Carol & Richard 
Strunin, Lisa Udel, Diane Weinstein, Peter Wolk, Karen & Bob Youdelman, Jan 
Zimbler. Please forgive us if we forgot your name.

Volunteers are Vital!
A huge thanks to volunteers who baked, decorated, packed, and delivered this holiday season
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Your Federation Presents

By Susan Frisch Lehrer / Coordinator of Volunteers and PJ Library

Federation PJ Library families and friends welcomed Shabbat with music, dancing, stories, crafts, yoga, Shabbat blessings, and more over 
five Fridays during July and August at Hevreh of Southern Berkshire in Great Barrington and Knesset Israel in Pittsfield. Families enjoyed 

being together outside and had so…much…fun with Janet Lee, Felicia Sloin, and Shira Rodriguez.  

PJ Shabbatot Under the Big Top
Family-friendly events brought kids, parents, and grandparents  

together for fun throughout the summertime
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Meals-on-Wheels & Meals to Go – Advance Reservation Required

Kosher lunch will be prepared on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday. Meals to go will be ready by 
noon for pickup at the Knesset Israel kitchen door, 16 Colt Road in Pittsfield. All meals-on-
wheels will be delivered by Federation volunteers in the early afternoon. 

Please call (413) 442-2200 no later than 9 a.m. to reserve your meal for pickup and to 
arrange delivery if standing instructions are not in place. All are welcome to reserve meals 
for pick-up, although delivery may be limited in certain circumstances. 

The menus listed below are planned, but may be modified depending on availability of ingredients. When making a reserva-
tion, please inform us if a person in your party has a food allergy. Adults 60 and over: $2 suggested donation. Adults under 
60: $7 per person.

Volunteers are Vital! Volunteer drivers who can deliver meals-on-wheels are always appreciated. Please call Susan Frisch  
Lehrer at (413) 442-4360, ext. 14. The Federation’s kosher hot lunch program is offered in collaboration with Elder Services 
of Berkshire County.

OCTOBER

Monday, 11 ............. Beef stew**#, noodles, salad, white 
bread, and applesauce.

Tuesday, 12 .............. Turkey piccata, zucchini rice soup, 
brown rice, roasted Brussels sprouts, salad, dinner roll,  
and pears.

Thursday, 14 ............ Fresh fish**, mushroom soup, noo-
dle kugel, mixed vegetables, salad, Challah, and peaches.

Monday, 18 ............. Stuffed cabbage casserole**#, 
brown rice, baby carrots, rye bread, and applesauce.

Tuesday, 19 .............. Persian chicken#, salad, Farmer’s loaf, 
and tropical fruit salad.

Thursday, 21 ............ Salmon loaf**, rice pilaf, oven roast-
ed broccoli & cauliflower, salad, whole wheat bread, and 
pears.

Monday, 25 ............. Dal curry**#, white rice, mixed  
vegetables, salad, pita or naan bread, and hazelnut  
wafer cookies.

Tuesday, 27 .............. Chicken pot pie#, mashed potatoes, 
pumpernickel bread, and apricots.

Thursday, 29 ............ Pesto macaroni & cheese, cauliflower, 
salad, scones, and creepy brownies.

NOVEMBER

Monday, 1 ............... Meat loaf**#, chicken noodle soup, 
peas, hash browns, rye bread, and Mandarin oranges.

Tuesday, 2 ................ Roasted chicken**#, salad, baby car-
rots, roasted Brussels sprouts, Challah, and parve cookies.

Thursday, 4 .............. Fresh fish**, zucchini medley, French 
fries, salad, Farmer’s loaf, and cookies.

Monday, 8 ............... Spaghetti & meat sauce#, chicken 
soup, Italian beans, salad, garlic toast, and parve cookies.

Tuesday, 9 ................ Spanish style roasted chicken**#, 
Spanish rice, peas, oat bread, and dessert TBA. 

Thursday, 11 ............ Sun dried tomato and artichoke frit-
tata**, celery rice soup, salad, green beans, whole wheat 
bread, and pudding.

Monday, 15 ............. Salisbury steak**, tater tots, broccoli, 
potato bread or roll, and applesauce.

Tuesday, 16 .............. Black bean chili**#, brown rice, 
salad, corn bread, and apricots.

Thursday, 18 ............ Roasted turkey & gravy**#, squash 
soup, peas & pearl onions, cranberry sauce, mashed pota-
toes, salad, Challah, and apple dumplings.

Monday, 22 ............. Tuna salad platters**#, vegetable 
soup, rye bread, and pudding.

Tuesday, 23 .............. Macaroni & cheese, beets, stewed 
tomatoes, salad, whole wheat bread, and raspberry filled 
cookies.

Thursday, 25 ............ Closed for Thanksgiving

the sun. And in Jewish law, we’re 
not allowed to create two-dimen-
sional drawings of the sun, the 
moon, or the celestial bodies and 
things of this nature. So that’s a 
good example of a drawing that’s 
following the rules. The sculptures 
– none of them are full figures. 
None of them really have arms or 
legs – they’re busts, which we’re 
allowed to create – but we’re not 
allowed to create a full figure. 

“Why do I do all this? Not 
only for my own beliefs, but to 
be inclusive. So if someone’s 
very religious, let’s say like the 
Satmars who came [to a show 
in Florida]. And they said, ‘Who 
is this artist guy?  How does he 
know this?’ They could tell right 
away that the artist that made 
this art knows these rules. At 
the same time, if someone isn’t 
religious and doesn’t know any 
of this stuff, and they’re Jewish, 
they look at it and go, ‘Wow, 
that’s really cool. That brought 
up these amazing feelings of the 
Lower East Side of my Jewish 
upbringing.’ And they feel a 
connection to it just at a cultural 
level or at some tribal level. 

“One of the things that I think 
is a big issue is the schism among 
the Jewish people – religious 
versus secular. It’s like that in 
Israel; it’s like that here. The thing 
is that through the artwork, by 
making it accessible to everybody, 
I’m pulling people, the Jewish 
people, a little closer together. 

“Now, the fact is, if you’re not 
Jewish at all, you could still look 
at it and go, ‘Wow, this is cool 
art’ and that it represents Jewish 
people and Jewish culture. 
And in this modern world of 
cancel culture and all this type 
of cultural appropriation, the 
Jewish people need a little bit of 
a better PR program and a better 
ambassador. Ambassadors to the 
world, and for people to look and 
say, ‘Wow, that’s cool Jewish art.’ 

“And to me, that’s also an 
important thing – to create 
artwork that’s accessible to 
people that aren’t Jewish either, 
that they enjoy it. So in a way, 
I’m trying to do it, find that sweet 
spot that touches everybody.”

The art of Steve Marcus will be 
on view at the Yiddish Book Center 
through the fall – visit yiddishbook-
center.org for more information. The 
Yiddish Book Center is located on 
the campus of Hampshire College 
in Amherst, MA. 

For more on Steve Marcus, visit 
his website at smarcus.com.

STEVE MARCUS, 
continued from page 24

Knesset Israel
16 Colt Road, Pittsfield

ONGOING MINYANS

Sunday 8:45 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Tuesday 7 p.m.
Thursday 7 p.m.
Friday 7 a.m. and 5:45 p.m.
Saturday 9:30 a.m.  

and evenings approximately  
30 minutes before sunset

CANDLE-LIGHTING
Candle Times

Friday, October 15.................  5:42 p.m.

Friday, October 22.................  5:42 p.m.

Friday, October 29.................  5:32 p.m.

Friday, November 5 ...............  5:23 p.m.

Friday, November 12 .............  4:15 p.m
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Now more than ever, our kids 
 need Jewish summer camp!

 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: JANUARY 16 
Download an application at jewishberkshires.org 

 

 

with support from the Jewish Women’s Foundation

SUMMER CAMP 2022 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 

OBITUARIES
Monroe “Moe” B. England, 
Jr., 90, business leader, 
philanthropist, dedicated to 
community 

LENOX - Monroe “Moe” B. England, 
Jr., 90, died Tuesday morning August 3 
at Kimball Farms Nursing Care Center.

Born in Pittsfield on November 20, 
1930, the son of Monroe Benjamin 
England, Sr. and Isabel Geisenberger 
England, Moe was a graduate of 
Berkshire School and later earned 
his bachelor’s degree from Colgate 
University, where he was a member of 
Delta Upsilon. Mr. England was a US 
Marine Corps veteran of the Korean 
War. His family founded England 
Brothers Department Store in 1857.

When his father died of a heart 
attack, Moe inherited a co-owner-oper-
ator stake in Kelly-Dietrich, a Pittsfield 
beer, wine, and spirit distributor, and 
then, with his wife Elise V. England, he 
started the eastern branch of the craft 
beer company Merchant du Vin.

An all-sport athlete who never met a 
person or party he didn’t like, Moe was 
known for his affable personal style. He 
loved people and could listen for hours 
to their stories. A true entrepreneur and 
problem-solver, Moe loved to connect 
people and help them, and their chil-
dren, succeed and be happy. Over the 
years, he was a board member and/
or supporter-member of many iconic 
Berkshires organizations, including 
Berkshire Bank, Berkshire Music 
School, Barrington Stage, Temple Anshe 
Amunim, Country Club of Pittsfield, 
Stockbridge Country Club, Berkshire 
Theatre Group, and Tanglewood, among 
others. He was also a co-owner of the 
storied Music Inn. 

With his daughter, Moe provided 
annual gifts to the Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires, supported scholarships 
to Berkshire Music School, and estab-
lished a fund for religious education at 
his synagogue, Temple Anshe Amunim 
of Pittsfield. 

Mr. England is survived by his 
daughter Elizabeth P. England and 
husband Tony Scott of New York 
City; grandchildren, Olivia “Liv” 
Beatrice England Scott and Cameron 
Nash England Scott; stepdaughter 
Sue Stephens and husband George 
Stephens; stepdaughter Wendy 
Bachrach; and step-grandchildren 
David Shaw, Lauren Fortin, and Daniel 
Shaw. His wife Elise V. England prede-
ceased him on October 12, 2017.

A graveside funeral service took 
place August 31 at the Pittsfield 
Cemetery in the England family plot. 
Donations can be made in Moe’s honor 
to The Mount, Barrington Stage or 
the England/Scott Family Fund at 
the Berkshire Taconic Community 
Foundation.

Morris Daniel Levitt, 88, 
generous to his community, 
supported many philanthropic 
causes

MIAMI, FL - Morris Daniel Levitt, 88, 
passed away peacefully on Saturday, 
April 17.

Morris was the quintessential patri-
arch of the Levitt family. He lovingly 
guided us to give, share, and support 
each other at every turn. He was loved 
by his many friends, who describe him 
as a caring, kind, and loving gentleman 
with a good sense of humor. 
Son-in law to Sylvia and Allen Berman, 
founders of Hi-Grade Food Company, 
Morris joined them in the business and 
worked his way to president, which led 
to his participation in the National Food 
Distribution Association.

Morris and Rhoda began their 
travels as newlyweds in Yokohama, 
Japan, where Morris served in the US 
Armed Forces. Together, they continued 
to travel the world during all the years 
of their marriage. When at home, they 
enjoyed entertaining family and friends. 
Rho and Mo hosted many memorable 
occasions.

He took great pleasure in his long-
time relationships with his Pi Lambda 
Phi fraternity brothers at the University 
of Florida. 

Morris was an avid golfer and card 
player. He scheduled the time and 
place, and arranged the food, true to 
his roots. Throughout the years, these 
friends shared many laughs, both in 
Florida and in the Berkshires.

Morris was dearly loved by his wife, 
Rhoda; children, Michele Tuvel (Barry), 
Allen Levitt (Ilana), and Erica Levitt; 
grandchildren, Andrea Lieberman 
(Josh), Stephanie Thalheimer (Danny), 
Abigail Tuvel, Eli Levitt, Alexandra 
Levitt, Danielle Levitt, Emily Melamud, 
Melissa Donohue (Kevin), Brian 
Melamud; great-granddaughter, Blake 
Lieberman; nieces and nephews, 
Steven Pincus, Stanley (Ann) Pincus, 
Elaine (Danny) Katz and Mark  
(Pat) Levin.

Mo was active on several community 
boards; he received an FIU Foundation 
Emeritus Award and was selected to 
Twelve Good Men. Morris was generous 
to his community, supporting a wide 
range of philanthropic causes including: 
Barrington Stage Company, FIU Miami 
Jewish Museum, Miami City Ballet, 
Arsht Center, United Way, Tocqueville 
Society, and others.

Donations may be made to the FIU 
Jewish Museum of Florida (www.jmof.
fiu.edu; 301 Washington Avenue Miami 
Beach, Florida 33139) and Barrington 
Stage Company (www.barrington-
stageco.org; 122 North St. Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts 01201).

The family planned a private service. 
Morris Levitt will be remembered as an 
exceptional man in every respect.

Eleanore Aronoff, 95, great love 
of life, intelligence, creativity, 
passion 

STOCKBRIDGE - Eleanore Aronoff, 
95, passed away on Saturday, July 17.

Born March 24, 1926 and raised 
in Bronx, NY, Eleanore met the love of 
her life, Arthur, while being summer 
camp counselors at Camp Silverbirch 
in West Stockbridge in 1946. They 
were married in 1949 and, after several 
moves, settled in Stockbridge in 1958 
with their three children. An educator 
of children and young adults, with a 
BA from Brooklyn College and EdM 
from Plymouth State Teachers College, 
she taught in public and private insti-
tutions for over 30 years.  
Never one to be idle, she launched a 
second career in catering after retiring 
from teaching in 1975, serving the 
great conductors, special guests, 
and youth orchestra students at 
Tanglewood, as well as many weddings 
and other special events. Her greatest 
joy came from time spent with family, 
friends, and former students, and 
being involved in her many interests, 
including music, theatre, and dance, to 
name a few. She loved vibrant colors, 
the ocean, great art, laughter, playing 
the piano, and learning about people’s 
lives.

She was an extraordinary woman - 
passionate, curious, creative, fiercely 
loving toward her family, an educator 
and advocate by nature, and someone 
who never stopped learning, whether 
taking courses online or stopping 
for a conversation on the street. She 
believed that each person deserves a 
chance to give breath and life to their 
true and unique potential, in whatever 
brings them joy and a sense of purpose; 
through hard work and with support, 
she believed that everyone has a posi-
tive contribution to make to the world. 

A true role model and matriarch, 
she is survived by her three chil-
dren, Jonathan, Kenny, and Nina; her 
grandson, Nikolai; and many extended 
family members.  
In lieu of flowers, please make a dona-
tion to the nonprofit art or education 
organization of your choice. 

Jeanne Hirshberg, 86, mother, 
grandmother, sister, teacher 

BOYNTON BEACH, FL - Jeanne 
Hirshberg, 86, passed away Tuesday, 
August 17.

Born in Pittsfield, a graduate of 
Adams High School and Syracuse 
University, Jeanne was a former  
high school science teacher in 
Wakefield, MA.

She was predeceased by her 
parents, Samuel Kronick and Ruth 
(Levine) Kronick, and her husband, 
Louis Hirshberg. 
She is survived by her son Alan and 
wife Sylvie; grandchildren, Elizabeth 
and Samuel Hirshberg; brother James 
Kronick and wife Patricia; and their 
daughters, Jennifer and Sandra.

Funeral services were held at Beth 
Israel Memorial Chapel, Boynton 
Beach, FL on Friday, August 20. Burial 
followed at Eternal Light Memorial 
Gardens, Boynton Beach. 

Donations in her name may be sent 
to Temple Sinai of Palm Beach County, 
Pap Corp Cancer Charity, and Trust 
Bridge Hospice. 

Minna Zaret, 96, incredible 
woman

LENOX - Minna Zaret, age 96, died 
Friday, August 13.

Minna was a teacher, journalist, 
jeweler, artist, poet, and peace and civil 
rights activist. She was an incredible 
woman. Minna was predeceased by  
her husband Sol and her sisters Bea 
Rosenheck and Shirley Gordon. 

She is survived by her sons David, 
Joshua, and Peter; daughters-in-law, 
Julie Knost, Elisabeth Karlin, and 
Marilyn Zaret; two grandchildren Anna 
and Max; nephews, grand-nieces and 
nephew, and great-grand niece and 
nephew. She was deeply loved and we 
miss her.

A service was held on Monday, 
August 23 at Finnerty and Stevens 
Funeral Home, Great Barrington. 
She was laid to rest next to Sol at the 
Corashire Cemetery in Monterey, near 
where they lived for three decades. 

Evelyn Patt Zwerner, 98, artist, 
loved theater

CHARLESTON, SC - Evelyn Patt 
Zwerner, 98, passed away on Monday, 
August 16.

Born in Yonkers, NY in 1923 to her 
late parents Leila and Harry Patt, she 
was predeceased by her husband David, 
to whom she was married for 56 years, 
son Alan, and four siblings.

Evelyn graduated from Berkeley 
Business School and attended Hunter 
College. She worked in real estate 
and as a researcher for Merrill Lynch 
Relocation Management in White Plains, 
NY. 

Evelyn had a big, bold person-
ality. Her love of the theater led her 
to performing in community theater 
groups in Hartsdale, NY. After retiring 
she pursued her ambition to become an 
artist and her works received numerous 
awards and were shown in galleries and 
art shows in St. Petersburg, FL and in 
the Berkshires. 

Traveling was also a passion for 
Evelyn. She and David traveled over-
seas extensively together in retirement. 
Evelyn also had many memorable trips 
to Europe with her art class to study 
and paint. In their later years Evelyn 
and David split their time between St. 
Petersburg and Pittsfield. During those 
years she enjoyed her volunteer work as 
a docent at the Holocaust Museum in 
St. Petersburg and had many years of 
volunteer service at Tanglewood. 

She was unwaveringly proud of her 
three sons and that pride extended 
to her eight grandchildren and twelve 
great-grandchildren, who were her 
greatest source of joy throughout her 
later years. 

Evelyn leaves behind her sons 
Peter (Megan) and Daniel (Jane); 
daughter-in-law Elsie (Alan); grand-
children Jason, Andrew, Adam, Emily, 
Anne, Timothy, Jeffrey, and Kimberly 
Zwerner; twelve great-grandchil-
dren; and sister-in-law Ruth Zwerner 
Diamond. 

A graveside funeral was held at 
Knesset Israel Cemetery on Friday, 
August 20.  Donations can be made 
to Hadassah-Brandeis Institute in 
Waltham, MA. 
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Traveling with Jewish Taste
Lost Tribes?
By Carol Goodman Kaufman

In other parts of the US, Jews and Native Americans interacted in unexpected 
ways. From the History Nebraska website: ‘Julius Meyer was born in Bromberg, 
Prussia, March 30, 1839. He emigrated to Omaha, Nebraska, in 1867 and began 
developing acquaintances with Plains Indians. He was reportedly able to speak 
six Indian languages. He served as an interpreter for Gen. George Crook and later 
opened an Indian Curiosity Shop, called the "Indian Wigwam," on Eleventh and 
Farnam Streets in Omaha.’ Meyer is here pictured with Spotted Tail, Iron Bull, and 
Pawnee Killer in about 1875.

Back in 1815, Pittsfield innkeeper Joseph 
Merrick hired a local boy to clear out some 
rubbish on his Fort Hill property. Midway 
through his labors, the boy dug up a set of 
leather straps that a local pastor identified  
as tefillin. When word got out of the discovery, 
clergy and scholars flocked from near and far 
to see the parchments removed from the little 
boxes. Because Pittsfield had no Jewish resi-
dents at the time, speculation was rampant  
as to the owner of said tefillin. Whose could 
they be?

In the early 19th century, many people 
believed that Native Americans were descended 

from the Ten Lost Tribes of Israel, presumably having traveled across the Bering 
Strait or by boat across the Atlantic. They were convinced that one of these 
ancient Israelites/Indians had dropped the tefillin. (How the ancient Israelites 
managed to reach the Bering Strait from the Land of Israel has never been 
addressed, but that’s not really the subject here.)

While there is no evidence that the Indians are, in fact, members of our 
Israelite tribe, Joel and I learned about many parallels between the two peoples 
on a recent visit to the Mission House in Stockbridge. There, we saw “Mohican 
Miles,” a special exhibit celebrating the history and culture of the Stockbridge-
Munsee Community Band of Mohican Indians. 

But first, a little background. The homelands of the Stockbridge-Munsee 
Band of Mohicans once spanned the Housatonic and Hudson River Valleys and 
stretched from Manhattan to northern Vermont. But in 1737, a British royal 
charter established a township where Stockbridge stands now. They called it 
Indian Town. Along with the township came Christian missionary John Sergeant, 
whose goal was to convert the natives. After four days of deliberation, tribal 
leaders felt that conversion might help to ensure their survival. 

At first, this unusual arrangement of colonists living and working along-
side the tribe worked well. The tribe even fought with the colonists during the 
American Revolution. But over time, the white settlers took greater and greater 
control of the town’s government. And they began to seize property, violating past 
treaties between the two parties. In fact, the colonists took so much land that by 
the end of the 18th century, the tribe was homeless.

This proud people headed west, first to upstate New York, where they lived 
alongside the Oneida until white settlers pushed them out. They moved to 
Indiana, where they had been promised land; but, to their chagrin, white settlers 
had already claimed it. So they moved northwest, this time to Lake Winnebago in 
Wisconsin, where the government felt sure that white settlers wouldn’t go. After 
losing that land, most of the tribe moved to their current reservation in northern 
Wisconsin, within the Menominee Nation. The Stockbridge-Munsee Mohican 
Nation formed there. About half of the Stockbridge-Munsee Mohican population 
remains in Wisconsin today.

Despite constant upheaval, these proud people never forgot their home-
lands, and they’ve been trying to reclaim their place in it ever since. Like the 
Jews’ return to our ancestral homeland in Israel, the Stockbridge-Munsee Band 
of Mohicans feels empowered to be on the land that was once theirs and are 
reclaiming their native lands. Already 24,000 acres are held in trust, and the tribe 
is still re-acquiring lands originally promised in past treaties. They have also 
been gathering artifacts and documents.

Enter the Mission House. For decades since its founding in 1930, this museum 
focused exclusively on Sergeant, the missionary to the Stockbridge Indians who 
had lived in the house when it sat on Prospect Hill. But over the same period, 
members of the tribe whose ancestors lived here have continued to return to the 
Berkshires, hoping to protect sacred sites and reclaim objects, bodily remains, 
and important documents. 

Then, a few years ago, tribal members decided that it was past time to tell their 
own story. And the Mission House was just the place to do it.

Some of the artifacts they’ve saved are on view at the Mission House, along 
with extensive narrative and timelines describing the Stockbridge-Munsee history. 
(Many more items are currently at the Berkshire Museum in a special exhibit, 
“Muh-he-con-ne-ok: The People of the Waters That Are Never Still.”)

While most of the artifacts formerly held at the Mission House have been repa-
triated to the tribe, a few, including woven baskets and exquisite needlework, are 
on view for this special exhibit. One item of special interest is a conch shell. Like 
our shofar, an item from nature repurposed for sacred purposes, the conch shell 
called people to meetings and to worship. 

As we call on our patriarchs and matriarchs in our daily prayers, tribe 
members feel that they also draw strength from their ancestors. And even with a 
tiny population of only 1500, they, like Jews, have kept their history and culture 
alive through the transmission of tribal history.

And both nations place great value on respecting the environment. We Jews 
must observe the mandate bal taschit (do not destroy) because we believe that 
the Earth belongs to God. Therefore, we must respect it and hand it back to God 
unspoiled. Native American tradition similarly values nature. The Stockbridge-
Munsee Band believes that they must “preserve the natural resources in a 
pristine condition … We must live lightly on the earth, use less, give more, and 
live a life that allows the next seven generations to sustain themselves.”

And like our tribe, the Native Americans have their own Ten Commandments, 
as seen here passed down from White Buffalo Calf Woman: 

• Treat the Earth and all that dwell therein with respect
• Remain close to the Great Spirit
• Show great respect for your fellow beings
• Work together for the benefit of all Mankind
• Give assistance and kindness wherever needed
• Do what you know to be right
• Look after the well-being of Mind and Body
• Dedicate a share of your efforts to the greater Good
• Be truthful and honest at all times
• Take full responsibility for your actions 

So, even if Native Americans aren’t from the Lost Tribes of Israel, Jews and the 
Stockbridge-Munsee Band of Mohicans have much in common. From our parallel 
histories of discrimination, dispossession, and ghettoization, and shared values 
of acts of lovingkindness, and respect for the earth and for humankind, our tiny 
peoples have made a huge impact in the world.

Now, let’s eat!

The Mission House is located at 19 Main Street in Stockbridge. For more informa-
tion, visit thetrustees.org/place/the-mission-house.

Sufferin’ Sukkah-Tash
Serves 6 
While succotash has long been a staple of Native American cooking, it is 
also a perfect addition to the fall and winter menu. And while this article 
appears a bit late for Sukkot, the pun was just too good to waste.

Ingredients:
2 cups fresh or frozen baby lima 

beans 
1 cup chopped sweet onion 
1 cup fresh or frozen okra, cut  

into 1⁄2-inch-thick slices 
1 garlic clove, finely chopped

3 cups fresh or frozen corn kernels 
1¼ teaspoons kosher salt 
¼ teaspoon black pepper 
3 tablespoons butter
1 cup cherry tomatoes, halved 
1⁄4 cup thinly sliced fresh basil 

Directions:
Place lima beans in a medium saucepan and add water to cover. Bring to a 

boil over medium-high. Reduce to medium-low, and simmer until beans 
are just tender, 8 to 10 minutes. 

Drain and set aside. 
Add chopped onion, fresh okra, and garlic to skillet over medium, and cook, 

stirring often, until onion is just tender, about 6 minutes. 
Stir in corn kernels, salt, pepper, and drained beans, and cook, stirring 

often, until corn is tender and bright yellow, 5 to 6 minutes. 
Add butter and cook, stirring constantly, until it is melted, about 1 minute. 
Remove from heat. 
Stir in halved cherry tomatoes and sliced basil.
Serve immediately. 

Carol Goodman Kaufman is a psychologist and author with a passion for travel 
and food. She is currently at work on a food history/cookbook, tracing the paths 
that some of our favorite foods have taken from their origins to appear on dinner 
plates and in cultural rites and artifacts around the world. She invites readers 
to read her blog at carolgoodmankaufman.com and to follow her on Twitter @
goodmankaufman.

Cheshvan/Kislev 5782 Berkshire Jewish Voice   •   jewishberkshires.org Page 17



This article first appeared on the JewishBoston site (jewishboston.com) and is 
reprinted with the author’s permission.

I’m honestly not sure where and when my love affair with Team Israel began, 
but it became very intense very quickly.

I put the July 14 Hartford, Connecticut, exhibition baseball game on my 
calendar as soon as I heard about it, but unfortunately was not able to attend. 
However, I managed to live-stream that game, which they lost big-time. But, oh 
well, it was still a thrill. I asked friends who did attend to send me photos and a 
video clip of the playing of “Hatikvah,” as well as the throwing of the first pitch by 
Ambassador Meron Reuben, consul general of Israel to New England. The following 
day, the second exhibition game in Hartford could not be live-streamed and it took 
me ages to ascertain the final score in a game they won! I was already becoming 
very invested in the team’s success.

Allow me to backtrack a bit. In summer 2007, I visited Israel and watched the 
Israel Baseball League play in Tel Aviv. My teenage nephew had landed an intern-
ship with the team. I still have my ILB baseball hat. I remember hearing “Hatikvah” 
played, as well as other Israeli music, and meeting Dr. Ruth Westheimer, an 
unlikely fan who was also on the sidelines. She, too, was an enthusiast, and, yes, 
I did get her autograph. I attended a second game in Beit Shemesh with my late 
father and his best friend, who had made aliyah years earlier. We cheered in the 
stands with mostly American olim. It was clear that baseball – an American import 
– was struggling for acceptance in the Holy Land. The players were, for the most 
part, American imports, both Jewish and non-Jewish, who had signed up for a 
short-lived adventure. Despite a noble effort by an American Jewish entrepreneur 
from Brookline who established the ILB, it didn’t go particularly well in the end and 
the league disbanded.

So, I was as amazed as everyone else when I heard the news that Team Israel 
had qualified for the Olympics. Apparently I completely missed the rebirth of Israeli 
baseball that resulted in the team’s efforts at the World Baseball Classic of 2012 
and the relative success of Team Israel in the international competition in 2016 
in which they defeated Korea, the Netherlands, Great Britain and even power-
house Cuba. Nor had I heard about the Africa/Europe 2020 Olympic Qualification 
Tournament in Italy in 2019. As they say in Hebrew, “Ma pitom?” Or, how in the 
world did that happen?

I now know a lot more about the backstory. Following the debacle of 2007, base-
ball continued to be played in Israel by a small but steady group and some really 
amazing individuals – in particular American oleh Peter Kurtz, who’s now Team 
Israel’s general manager – who had the dedication and perseverance to build both 
youth and adult leagues that miraculously led to successes in the World Baseball 
Classic followed by qualifying for the Olympics. 

Team Israel’s players in Tokyo were, for the most part, not indigenous Israelis. 
They are primarily composed of Jewish Americans who technically made aliyah 
in order to qualify to play for Israel in accordance with the Israeli law of return. 
Their backgrounds vary greatly in terms of their Jewish identity. I quickly became 
familiar with most of the 24 members of the team’s roster who actually went with 
the team to Tokyo. Only four were native Israelis.

So, let’s return to July 29, Team Israel’s first game against the USA in the 
opening match. I had heard that the game would begin at 6 a.m., but had no idea 
how to find it. And no one I asked seemed to know or care, for that matter. This 
was the beginning of my realization that I was going to be one lonely fan. No watch 
parties for me! The night before the first round, my husband patiently helped me 
figure out how to access the live-stream on NBC. I still lacked confidence I could 
succeed due to my technology challenges. I set my alarm and arose to watch, 
exhausted before I even began. The first game did not go well. No matter. There 
would be another one at 6 a.m. the 
following day. By then, I was an expert 
in live-streaming.

The second game against South 
Korea was a total nail-biter, went into 
an extra inning, and resulted in a heart-
breaking defeat caused by a crazy walk 
with bases loaded. So close – but that’s 
baseball! The next games were sched-
uled for 11 p.m. The win over Mexico 
was absolutely thrilling and given the lopsided score, Team Israel was able to 
include two native Israelis toward the end of the game (at roughly 3 a.m.). I’m sure 
it was a thrill of a lifetime for them.

Game 4 against South Korea was the only game I essentially skipped, both 
because by then my body was completely spent from the late nights and early 
mornings, and because I sensed after one inning that it was going to be a disaster, 
which it was.

So, that brought me to Game 5, the early morning elimination game on August 
3. Of all the crazy things, I had to be at a work event that morning and had to leave 
my house by 8:30 a.m. At precisely that point in time, Israel and the Dominican 
Republic were tied 6 to 6 at the top of the ninth inning! It just couldn’t get more 
high-stakes than that. But duty called, so this very loyal fan had to abandon the 
screen and head out into the real world. About 20 minutes into the car ride, I asked 
my driving companion to check on the score. And that’s when my heart sank: a 7 
to 6 final score in favor of the DR. I was devastated. I wanted one last glimpse of 
the young and not-so-young men I had become so attached to over an intensive 
five-day period. I wanted to commiserate with them over how near they came to 
victory in two very close games. I was praying for a bronze medal. Although I was a 
lonely fan without a watch party of my own, I knew there had to be other fanatics 
out there who were equally exhausted and disappointed. (And a special thanks to a 
dear friend who put up with my annoying early morning frequent texting updates. 
It helped ease my loneliness a bit.)

But before I conclude, I want to reflect on why I became so personally invested 
in this particular Olympics competition.

I guess it has to do with the depth of both my American Jewish identity and my 
strong connection to Israel. Ironically it has almost nothing to do with a passion for 
baseball itself.

It was just so incredibly interesting to think about the reality of who these 
so-called “Israeli” players were. They were talented American Jewish athletes who 
had played in both the major and minor leagues, who clearly love Israel but who, 
for the most part, have only a superficial connection to the country. Most had never 
been there before becoming Israeli citizens. Regarding their Jewish identities, they 
were all proud Jews. Some were the product of two Jewish parents and some came 
from interfaith families. In several interviews, they talked about the special, almost 
immediate, bond they felt toward one another on this team, a place where being 
a Jewish baseball player was finally the rule and not the exception to the rule. In 
his running commentary during the games, the Olympics sports announcer was 
constantly referencing aspects of each player’s connection to his Jewish heritage.

Mitch Glasser was raised with a strong Jewish background and attended a 
Jewish day school in Chicago for 11 years; third-baseman Danny Valencia has two 
Jewish parents since his father, a Cuban immigrant, converted to Judaism. He 
grew up with people being surprised that he was Jewish on account of his name; 
pitcher Jeremy Bleich’s grandparents were Holocaust survivors, which left an 
indelible impression on him; Ty Kelly’s Jewish grandmother in Boca Raton was so 
excited and proud to hear that he had become an Israeli citizen; pitcher Josh Zeid 
had “Take Me Out to the Ballgame” written in Hebrew on his glove. And on it went.

When would this sort of background information ever be shared in a Major 
League Baseball game? The answer is simple: never! In the major leagues, Jewish 
fans kvell when they manage to identify a single Jewish player. After all, Jews are 
not generally known for their athletic prowess, especially as baseball players. And 
when we’re not sure whether or not a player is Jewish, endless speculation ensues. 
Yet here, on Team Israel, American Jews were presented with endless opportunities 
for feeling proud.

Most native Israelis cannot really understand the American Jewish perspective 
on Team Israel for this reason. As a Jewish majority in Israel, they cannot relate to 
feelings of marginalization and being regarded as “the other.”

If they were the least bit interested in Team Israel – which I’m convinced most 
were not because baseball is still not 
valued – they might cynically dismiss 
the team as not being authentically 
Israeli. I don’t say this to be critical; 
it’s just a reality. But for an American 
Jewish Zionist like me, nothing could 
have been sweeter than this team. In 
fact, what could have been sweeter 
would have been a team that was closer 

to 50/50 native Israeli and American, with the Israelis representing the diversity of 
its multi-ethnic society. But one step at a time.

The Summer Olympics have now concluded and there will be no baseball played 
in the Paris Games of 2024. And who knows if Team Israel will qualify in 2028? 
This could have been a one-time thing like “Brigadoon.” If that’s the case, I say, 
“Dayenu.” You played your hearts out and gave us such a thrill, Team Israel. And 
I do hope baseball grows in Israel for no other reason than it provides a wonderful 
bridge between diaspora Jews and Israelis. Moreover, baseball is a popular sport 
globally, which affords Israel additional opportunities to connect with other nations 
and establish legitimacy in a frequently hostile world.

Hopefully Team Israel’s unlikely Olympics experience will inspire greater 
investment in the sport, and I must say I’m thrilled to know there will be a state-
of-the-art field built in Ra’anana, with the support of JNF-USA, dedicated to the 
memory of Ezra Schwartz, z”l, the Sharon teen who loved baseball and lost his life 
in a terrorist attack almost six years ago. JNF’s Project Baseball is generally a crit-
ical source of support for the sport itn Israel.

So, surprisingly to me, for an intense five days this mid-summer, I bonded 
deeply with Team Israel’s quixotic quest for the impossible dream to medal in the 
crazy COVID-driven Tokyo 2020 Olympics. It made my world bigger and grander 
even without a watch party. And I just know there are other fans out there as well 
who I’d love to shed a tear with, but also share the heartfelt pride I experienced in 
rooting for Team Israel early in the morning and late at night – an exhausting but 
inspiring and unforgettable journey.

Ruth Kaplan is the director of community relations at the Consulate General 
of Israel to New England.
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A promotional still from Heading Home: A Tale of Team Israel,  
a documentary the author recommends about Israeli baseball 

[Players] talked about the special, almost immediate, 
bond they felt toward one another on this team, 

a place where being a Jewish baseball player was 
finally the rule and not the exception to the rule

A Love Letter to Team Israel From Your Lonely, Exhausted, and Loyal Fan
“Ironically, why I became so personally invested in this particular Olympics competition has  
almost nothing to do with a passion for baseball itself”
By Ruth Kaplan
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Author Interview: Alexis Schaitkin
The Williamstown-based novelist on exploring 
the mysteries of motherhood, how trauma 
teaches, and Jewish historical memory
By Rabbi Seth Wax / Special to the BJV

Alexis Schaitkin is the author of Saint X (Celadon, 2020) and has a book sched-
uled to come out in late spring 2022. She lives in Williamstown with her husband 
and young children. Rabbi Seth Wax, Jewish Chaplain at Williams College, sat 
down with her over the summer to talk about her work, contemporary Jewish life 
and identity, and living in the Berkshires. This interview has been edited for clarity 
and length.

Can you talk about your first book, Saint X?
Saint X is set in the mid-1990s. A family from New York takes a vacation to 

a fictitious tropical island called Saint X. On the last night of their trip, their 
teenage daughter disappears. Her body is later found, and it becomes a national 
news story, a tabloid sensation. But it also remains an unsolved mystery. And 20 
years later, her much younger sister, Claire, is living in Brooklyn, when she comes 
into contact with a man who was briefly a suspect in her sister’s death. Without 
revealing to him who she is, she insinuates herself into his life to try to uncover 
the truth of what happened to her sister.

Saint X is a mystery. There’s a mysterious death. Part of the mystery is, ‘what 
happened?’ But on a deeper level, it’s the mystery of, ‘who are you really’? A lot 
of the characters I’m interested in have always thought of themselves as good 
people. I think most of us think of ourselves as good people. And yet in the 
process of looking back at what happened to them and the choices they’ve made, 
sometimes there is a realization of ways in which they have actually failed, or not 
been as good as they convince themselves they are.

And what is your next book about?
It’s really different. The first book 

was premised on a mysterious death, 
and it was set in the present day. It 
was sociological and had a contem-
porary feeling. And this next book 
is set in an isolated mountain town 
where you don’t know where it is, 
you don’t know when in time it is. It’s an enclosed community where periodically 
mothers just disappear. It has a supernatural element. It’s narrated by a woman 
in this town as she comes of age and becomes a mother herself, facing the possi-
bility that this could happen to her.

How are your two books connected?
With my first book, Saint X, a lot of it was about trying new challenges, but 

also staying true to the things I’m interested in. Saint X was very much about 
getting the little perfect sociological details of different social classes, different 
worlds, different contexts. Like, what is the exact perfect drink for somebody to 
be drinking on a beach vacation? Or what is the exact car somebody would be 
driving growing up in an affluent suburb or something like that?

And I wanted to try to write something that had none of that. This was a world 
I had to create out of my own mind and build with details that aren’t familiar to 
us. Part of it was wanting to try and see if I could do that. Because I think I have 
a lot of fun capturing our world as it is. But I wanted to see if I could do some-
thing different.

What do you think are some of the underlying issues in this new book that you’re 
working on?

I think that there’s kind of two primary questions that I was really interested 
in exploring in this book. And one is that this is a town where mothers vanish, 
which is to some extent, an allegory for exploring the experience of motherhood. 
What I was really interested in about motherhood is the essential mystery of it. 
Motherhood changes you so much. And this constant question that so many 
mothers are navigating: how much do you let yourself lose yourself in this expe-
rience? How much do you hold back of yourself from your child to maintain some 
identity that you had previously? And just the mystery of, if I do X or I do Y, how 
is this going to affect my child in the long term? And you don’t really know. One of 
the big things that I’m exploring is the self-scrutiny that comes with motherhood 
and the uncertainty. You’re doing this massively important thing, and yet there’s 
so much mystery baked into it. Whether you have any control at all over what’s 

ultimately going to happen to or 
become of your child.

And then the other thing is 
that this a very remote place 
where this terrible thing started 
to happen, and they didn’t run 
from it. They bound themselves 
to it and assumed that it must 
have something to teach them, 
and that there must be a reason 
why this was happening. This is 
a community that has built their 
whole society around this thing 
that happens here. There are 
rituals around it.  You could say 
it’s a kind of religious relationship 
to this dark and terrible thing 
that happens. There’s a belief that 
it’s purposeful, even if they can’t 
ascertain the purpose. 

I’m really interested in the 
ways that the dark, difficult, 
traumatic things in our lives, 
in the community, can become 
central to that community’s identity. That something really dark and painful 
can do something for this community. It’s teaching them things, is giving them 
access to parts of the human experience that people elsewhere could never even 
understand. 

It’s not just some traumatic experience that needs to be kind of counteracted, but 
there’s a negotiation by which there’s meaning in the suffering.

That the suffering has things to teach you and give to you. That by accepting 
it, submitting to it, you’re going to experience things that people who don’t have to 
live with something like this, that the range of their experience is narrower. 

And then what is your other book pro-
ject? What’s the next book after that?

The book I’m planning to write 
next is the first thing I’ve written that 
centers on Judaism and has explicitly 
Jewish characters. It is narrated by a 
woman who is in her 80s living in a 

retirement community in Florida, but who, as a child on the eve of the Holocaust, 
was part of the Kindertransport. Now, late in life, she travels back to the UK 
to revisit the house where she lived, and there resolve a mysterious event that 
shaped the course of her life forever after.   

What got you interested in writing about a particularly Jewish subject?
I think the starting place for me is just how complicated I personally find it 

to reconcile the scope and timeline of Jewish historical memory at this moment, 
where World War II and the Holocaust were not so long ago. 

And yet, for increasing numbers of people, it also feels so distant. I was inter-
ested in the idea of a woman who’s living in a retirement community in Florida 
and playing bridge with her girlfriends and going to movies. And yet she has this 
full past, and maybe it isn’t something she talks about much or that anybody in 
her current life knows about, but it’s within her. 

I was interested in the idea of, “You had this experience, and now you’ve got 
grandkids who are secular, and their main relationship to Judaism is having 
a grandmother who they can say had this experience.” How do these two time-
lines sit together, the Holocaust experience and contemporary American Jewish 
experience?

Could you say a little bit about your own Jewish background?
I grew up in Westchester in New York, and we went to a Reform synagogue, 

and I had a bat mitzvah. I would say that probably at this point, I’m mostly 
culturally Jewish.

What do you enjoy about living in the Berkshires?
Everything. I love it here so much. Nature and a sense of place is all over 

my writing, and that’s very important to me in my own life. I love hiking. I love 
gardening. So just being in a place where that’s all right here is just dreamy for 
me. Williamstown is a great community for raising kids.
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 I’m really interested in the ways that the dark, difficult, 
traumatic things in our lives, in the community, can 

become central to that community’s identity

Alexis Schaitkin

Cheshvan/Kislev 5782 Berkshire Jewish Voice   •   jewishberkshires.org Page 19



CULTURE & ARTS

413-298-1029

ERKSHIREERKSHIREBBRRRROOFING &OOFING &

GGGGUTTER CO.UTTER CO.

S
31
03
3

4133 22998 1029
www.BGRCo.netwww.BGRCo.net
CEDAR ROOFCEDAR ROOF
STANDING SEAM METALSTANDING SEAM METAL
ASPHALT SHINGLESASPHALT SHINGLES
Written Estimates • Fully Insured • Owner Installed MA Lic. #145878Written Estimates • Fully Insured • Owner Installed MA Lic. #145878

SEAMLESS GUTTERSSEAMLESS GUTTERS
Copper • Aluminum • Gutter CoversCopper • Aluminum • Gutter Covers

A+A+“We like your smile when we’re done”“We like your smile when we’re done”

FR
O

M
 T

H
E 

TA
M

IN
G

 O
F 

TH
E 

JE
W

TUVIA TENENBOM, 
continued on page  23

I was first exposed to the journalism of Tuvia Tenenbom a few years back after 
a friend in our community passed along a copy of his 2014 book, Catch the Jew, 
a chronicle of his adventures in Israel and the West Bank that was a #1 bestseller 
in Israel. By and large my friend’s political beliefs on topics of Jewish concern 
– peoplehood, Zionism, and anti-Semitism – hew closely to those of Judah the 
Maccabee. She said that Catch the Jew is one of the most important books about 
Israel’s situation that she has ever read. When she handed me the book, she told 
me that I didn’t have to return it to her, but that I did have to promise to pass it 
along after I finished it. Which I did, making sure the person I gave it to promised to 
pass it along, as well.

Tenenbom is sometimes compared to the American filmmaker Michael Moore – 
both are large men who project an ingratiating persona that can put their subjects 
off their guard, leading them to “say the quiet part out loud” about hot button 
topics. Both are activists and, for both men, a bit of deception can come into play 
when pursuing a story – harder to pull off now that both are well-known. Tenenbom 
thoroughly documents his undercover journalism with audio and video recordings, 
so while his agenda is often criticized, his facts are not. While Moore is a political 
progressive, Tenenbom’s project is exposing casual, cultural, political, and insti-
tutional manifestations of anti-Semitism. He has his critics – “Tenenbom’s readers 
re-elected Netanyahu and his book clarifies why,” wrote Raphael Magarik of The 
Forward in 2015. 

In Catch the Jew, Tenenbom (often posing as “Tobias,” a German journalist) 
targeted the “peace industry” funded by foreign nations and NGOs in Israel and 
the West Bank. What he uncovered disrupts and often eviscerates many of the 
prevailing narratives about politics, media coverage, and diplomacy in Israel and 
the Middle East. Tenenbom says that his book shot to number one on Israel’s best-
seller list because his reporting was a revelation even to Israelis, who had little idea 
of how virulently anti-Israel and anti-Jew the “peace industry” operating in midst 
can be.

(For all that, Tenenbom is glad that Netanyahu is no longer the leader of Israel. 
While acknowledging the former prime minister as a “genius politician,” Tenenbom 
told me that his take on Netanyahu’s ouster is that “overall, it’s a blessing that it 
happened…You know, he did some good things, but he did a lot of bad things. And 
for me, the spiritual thing is the most important. You know, I saw that he taught 
that lying is okay. That selfishness is okay in politics.” As a role model, Netanyahu 
fell short by demonstrating that even if one lies, it’s okay “as long as you advance in 
life, as long as you get what you want. And I think that is a very hard lesson, a very 
bad lesson to give the people.”)

Tenenbom’s latest book, The Taming of the Jew, chronicles his travels in the 
British Isles and the anti-Semitism he encountered in all strata of society, from 
workingman’s pubs to high levels of government. Begun after Brexit and completed 
just before the worldwide pandemic lockdowns, the book is not as explosive as his 
earlier work, in part because Jewish issues are not as central to the British narra-
tive, in part because his reputation seems to have preceded him – many prominent 
British Jews who could have enriched his story simply would not talk to him. 

What Tenenbom found out is that when Jewish issues do emerge from the 
background in Britain, things get ugly rather quickly. Reporting on Britain’s Jewish 
community, Tenenbom paints a thoroughly depressing portrait of Diaspora life, one 
in which Jews feel threatened even in a democratic and pluralistic nation-state like 
Great Britain. 

It’s a story, as well, that publishers in the US and UK don’t want to touch, 
according to Tenenbom. I reached out to the author this summer after reading a 
story about how major publishing houses in both the United States and the United 
Kingdom rejected the book despite his record of popularity. Tenenbom was in New 
York City and about to travel to Germany, Prague, and Israel when we spoke.

In The Taming of the Jew,  Tenenbom – who is also a playwright, director, and 

founder of the Jewish Theater of New York – writes of his early entrancement with 
British stagecraft and performers. “They are the masters of theater,” he writes. 
“No one else can go on the stage and lie, which is what the acting profession is all 
about, better than the Brits.” He notes the reserve for which the British (excepting 
their politicians) are known for, but finds that the politeness necessitates the devel-
opment of role-playing abilities to get along. “For years I’ve wondered why English 
theater is so good,” he writes. “If this is a society of actors, it makes sense why 
their actors are so good on stage.” As he talks to more and more people during the 
course of his research, Tenenbom concludes that the British facility with facades 
is used to mask hypocrisies and a certain quality of what he characterizes as 
“gutlessness.” 

Tenenbom started his journey in Northern Ireland, where he was struck by 
Palestinian flags painted on outdoor murals and “Free Gaza” and similar goods 
for sale at the Sinn Fein bookstore in Belfast. He explained: “From the first day 
in Ireland, I heard how much the Irish people fight each other, sometimes will kill 
each other, but there’s one thing [they] agree on – ‘We don’t like Israel. We don’t 
like the Jews.’ You can be the most prolific human rights activist, working for an 
NGO and its motto is to find the common between all of us. And by the end of the 
day, if I come to you and I talk to you, and I look like the way I look with the accent 
I have and I tell you that I am a German journalist – which I actually am – I don’t 
tell you I’m Jewish. And I ask basic questions like, ‘How do you feel about the 
world? Is there anything you would like to change?’ And most often the answer was 
‘Free Palestine.’ And it’s not because they know where Palestine is – they cannot 

even locate it on the map. But they know that on the other side of Palestine, or the 
Palestinians, there are Jews. And so they are against the Jews. Because the Jews 
are this, the Jews are that, the Jews are this and that.”

“So I write it. My job as a journalist is write what people tell you. I am a conduit 
to the people’s voice and the people’s intimate wishes and dreams. That’s my job.” 

Tenenbom is also harsh in his characterization of the Jewish population of 
Britain. “When you start talking to them, they tell you everything is great,” he 
writes. “But if you continue talking to them, they tell you everything is a disaster.” 
As he listens to them describe their lives, it is only with patience and prodding that 
they produce important details – for example, Jews in Prestwich interviewed by 
Tenenbom did not at first mention how their children are pelted with eggs or that 
their neighbors shout anti-Semitic epithets or how two kosher restaurants in town 
were petrol bombed. 

What raises Tenenbom’s hackles are the accommodations British Jews make to 
survive in this increasingly hostile environment. Perhaps most emblematic is what 
he found in Gateshead, a town in northeast England with a large Jewish presence. 
Tenenbom observes that the Jewish population lives as inconspicuously as it can 
– almost clandestinely. The people he spoke to shared that anti-Semitic acts are 
routine in Gateshead, but downplayed in the media and by the Jewish residents 
themselves.

As Tenenbom described it to me: “For 
example, [when I went to] Gateshead, where 
they have probably the most famous yeshiva 
in Britain and in Europe, and a big Jewish 
community there. I remember when I came and 
I started talking to the people, to the students. 
Within seconds, a car came speeding out. It was 
security. ‘What do you want? What are you doing 
here?’ So I answered in Yiddish. So the guy comes 
down, ‘OK, you can stay.’ There was the fear of 
seeing somebody who doesn’t look like them, with 
a yarmulke, you know. They have a huge book-
store and there’s no sign outside. Everything is 
shuttered. It’s like there is nothing behind the 
door, like construction is going on. They are afraid 
because if they put it like a normal bookstore they 
are afraid it will be vandalized. So many temples 
in Great Britain have so much security and fences 
so high that unless you know it was a synagogue, 
you know, you would not know there is a synagogue 
there. I mean, it’s frightening.”

Tenenbom, in one of the most telling encounters he captures in The Taming of 
the Jew, asks the rosh yeshiva (rabbinical dean) of the yeshiva how life is like in the 
UK. “’We are living in the Diaspora,’ he responds, and his face turns sad.” 

Along the way, Tenenbom talks with politicians (“ever polite, never direct”), 

Tenenbom’s project is to expose casual, cultural,  
political, and institutional manifestations of anti-

Semitism. He has his critics…

A Conduit to the People’s Voice and the People’s Intimate Wishes and Dreams
Tuvia Tenenbom on The Taming of the Jew, his recent book about the Jewish situation  
in Great Britain
By Albert Stern / BJV Editor

Tuvia Tenenbom (right) encounters MP Jeremy Corbyn at a Holocaust Memorial 
Day event. 
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Filming in Bitola on the balcony of the home in which her cousin once 
lived, where Stars of David can still be seen in the ironwork

In the June/July issue of the Berkshire Jewish Voice, we reported on the 
release of Sarah Aroeste’s latest recording, Monastir, the Berkshire-based singer’s 
loving tribute to the life and culture of her Sephardic family’s ancestral home 
in North Macedonia. The story chronicled Aroeste’s scramble to complete her 
recording project overseas in the spring of 2020, just as pandemic lockdowns 
shuttered the world. It further detailed the resilience and creativity she and her 
producer, Shai Bachar, showed in finishing the album remotely with the help of 
some of Israel’s A-list recording artists.

With COVID-19 restrictions eased in the summer of 2021, Aroeste returned to 
the Balkans and then to Israel to support the album – and she shares her experi-
ences in the story that follows.

But first, the BJV would like to congratulate Sarah on being honored by The 
Sephardic Jewish Brotherhood of America (La Ermandad Sefaradi) in December 
for her contributions to Sephardic culture. She will be recognized at a gala at the 
Museum of Jewish Heritage: A Living Memorial to the Holocaust in New York City, 
along with fellow honorees Albert Maimon, a community leader and Sephardic 
educator, and Dr. Albert Bourla, chairman and CEO of biopharmaceutical giant 
Pfizer, Inc., who was born in Thessaloniki, Greece, to a family with deep roots in 
the city’s Sephardic Jewish community.

“Albert Bourla is a proud Sephardic Jew, and he often uses the story of his 
family as the inspiration for how he rose at Pfizer,” she writes. “I may be saving a 
slice of Sephardic culture through my Ladino work, but he is saving millions of 
people through his work. I can’t believe I’m being honored in the same program!”

Mazel tov, Sarah, from your friends at the Federation! And now, without 
further ado…

Back on the (Sephardic Music) Road! 
By Sarah Aroeste / Special to the BJV

On March 13, 2020, I was busy in North Macedonia recording my newest 
musical project, Monastir, when the United States (and most of the world) began 
shutting its borders because of COVID-19. My husband, Jeffrey, alone with our 
two young kids in the Berkshires, was worried I would be stuck in Europe and 
was frantically trying to get me home. While I understood his concern, I also felt 
passionate about my project – a Sephardic musical homage to a Balkan commu-
nity destroyed in World War II – and resisted cutting short my trip. I also told 
him that of anywhere in the world I felt safest being stuck, it was there in North 
Macedonia, my ancestors’ beloved homeland. But reason won out, and of course I 
returned to the Berkshires, unaware of how the next year would unfold. 

Remarkably, over the course of the following months, and with the help of 
advanced music technology, I was able to complete my project from afar. In fact, 
that so many music friends were in the same plight of having their tour plans 

canceled allowed me 
to include many more 
musicians than I 
could have dreamed. 
The result was that I 
enlisted over 30 musi-
cians, primarily from 
Macedonia and Israel, 
to record on Monastir, 
in what developed into 
a much deeper and 
resonant endeavor 
because of it. And 
finally, in July 2021 
– 14 months after I 
began recording – I 
was able to return to 
Macedonia (as well 
as to Israel) to say 
thank you to all the 
participants. 

Before my three-
week tour, I had only 
left the Berkshires 
once since the 
previous March, 

for a long weekend in Gloucester. So, this was a big trip – including realizing a 
week before my departure that my passport had less than six months remaining. 
(Thanks to Representative Richard Neal for saving the day on that problem!) But 
when I arrived in Macedonia, it was as if no time had passed. I felt right at home, 
and I immediately hit the ground running: acknowledging the volunteers, meeting 
with diplomats, and arranging festival appearances for the project’s live perfor-
mance (when it is safe to have them). I also got to visit an archive where I was 
only the third Jew at the time to examine a Torah scroll that had recently been 
uncovered after being buried for centuries. I couldn’t believe what I was seeing the 

and touching! As amazing as that was (truly, I had chills), the highlight of my time 
was filming parts of my project throughout the old Jewish neighborhoods, and 
even in my family’s houses. 

My grandfather was born in Monastir, in what is now known as Bitola. His 
family emigrated during the Balkan Wars in 1912 and settled in Rochester, NY. 
But much of my family stayed behind and met their fate, along with 98 percent 
of the Jewish population, in Treblinka in 1943. My grandfather’s first cousin, 

still alive today at 103 years old, is one of the 2 percent who survived. Much of 
the Monastir project is dedicated to her, and much of the filming was done in 
her family’s apartment that her father built in 1923. It is hard to put into words 
inhabiting the space of one’s ancestors, let alone singing music to them in their 
honor. It was transformative, both musically and personally.  As I performed my 
song, Mi Monastir, about how the stars in the walls speak to me, I was literally 
standing in my cousin’s balcony where Stars of David can still be seen in the iron-
work, even though no Jews have lived there since WWII. 

But I didn’t want my trip to focus on what was lost; I also made sure to cele-
brate the joy and vibrancy that is our story. So I performed a song, Od Bitola 
Pojdov, which talks about how there is no other city as beautiful as Monastir. I 
enlisted young dancers from a local Bitola dance company to choreograph the 
song on the main street of the city, right in front of my cousin’s house. Everyone 
who walked by saw us dancing and honoring my family’s history through song. It 
is a memory I will not soon forget. 

And then it was off to Israel to do more of the same. This time, I would shoot 
music videos in a wadi in Ein Gedi, and most excitingly, another with one of my 
biggest musical crushes of all time: the Israeli superstar, Yehoram Gaon. Think 
of him as the Frank Sinatra of Israeli music. It had always been a dream of mine 
to perform with Gaon, and because of COVID-19 I got my chance. He was one of 
the musicians from the past year whose schedule opened wide, and he enthusi-
astically lent hid voice and talents to the Monastir Project, as he, too, comes from 
proud Sephardic Balkan heritage. It would have been enough just to record our 
song, Jo la Keria, together. Dayeinu! But the icon agreed to shoot a music video 
with me as well. That surely was the apex of my tour (swoon!). 

Even though the trip was not for leisure (all together, I shot 6 videos and began 
recording my next album – a Ladino Chanukah album coming in November!), it 
felt so wonderful just to breathe in the air of Israel and Macedonia. While I fear, 
like many, that we will continue to have travel and other restrictions for some 
time, for a brief window this summer I felt productive and energized being in such 
beloved surroundings. It is hard to keep an artist from creating, and I am grateful 
to everyone in my international production teams for helping me to have had this 
opportunity – and especially my husband, the true Rockstar, for always keeping 
down the Berkshires home-front. 

Monastir can be purchased at saraharoeste.com.

Sarah Aroeste performing “Od Bitola Pojdov” with local 
dancers on the main street of Bitola (aka Monastir)

I didn’t want my trip to focus on what was lost; I 
also made sure to celebrate the joy and vibrancy 

that is our story

Sarah Aroeste to be Honored by The Sephardic Jewish Brotherhood  
of America
Berkshire-based ambassador of Ladino and Sephardic culture also shares highlights of her recent 
visit to North Macedonia and Israel to support her album, Monastir
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Peri Schwartz at 
Chesterwood

Visitors to Chesterwood in late summer may have seen 
the exhibition of work by painter Peri Schwartz, which 
featured the painting shown here, “Studio 13.” Stockbridge 
gallerist Jane Kasten of 4forArt showcased her work for 
many years, and Schwartz attracted a wide following in the 
Berkshires. Her cousin, Penny Schwartz, writes: “Sadly, 
Peri died a few months ago, at an early age of 69. Peri was 
an acclaimed New York artist whose paintings, prints, 
and drawings are in museum collections in the US and 
Europe. Peri grew up in Far Rockaway, NY in a family that 
cherished Jewish observance and ritual.” At artdaily.com, 
Cody Upton, executive director of the American Academy 
of Arts and Letters, wrote: “[Peri Schwartz] will be remem-
bered as an immensely talented painter who reinvented 
the use of the grid in her paintings, prints, and draw-
ings. Her remarkable sense of color and composition and 
carefully conceived arrangements were points of depar-
ture for dynamic experimentation with abstraction. Her 
work eschews easy resolution and fascinates endlessly.” 
For more on Peri and many examples of her work, visit: 
perischwartz.com. For more information on 4forArt and the 
memorial exhibit, visit 4forart.com.

TUVIA TENENBOM, 
continued from page 20

members of the clergy, a gangster, businesspeople (including a successful 
Palestinian-emigre real estate mogul, Marwan Koukash), Brexit proponent Nigel 
Farage, academics, and assorted theatre-people. His ultimate target, though, is 
Jeremy Corbyn, the former leader of the Labour Party who was suspended in 
2020 after Britain’s Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) identified 
“serious failings” with how the party dealt with anti-Semitism. 

As Tenenbom puts it, Corbyn is “my dream anti-Semite.” With irony that 
could not have been scripted, Tenenbom finally meets Corbyn at a Holocaust 
Remembrance Day event. Posing as Toby the German journalist, he tries to 
arrange an interview, but the wily politician gives him the slip after using the 
men’s room, which he visits while escorted by two anti-Zionist Hasidic Jews. Still, 
Tenenbom manages to hug Corbyn who, “up close, projects warmth few politi-
cians do.” Tenenbom concludes: “I like the man.”

It’s an odd assertion to say the least, but as Tenenbom explains: “When you meet 
Jeremy Corbyn in person, you can’t deny the good qualities. Yes, he’s engaging. 
He is warm. He’s friendly. He speaks softly. An anti-Semite, a racist – contrary to 
Broadway or films or whatever – does not have to have a  satanic look and satanic 
behavior. Some of the biggest killers can be very charming people. I interviewed once 
a Nazi leader in Hamburg, Germany – we had a hell of a time! We are standing there 
laughing – we’re having a great time. You want to tell the Jews that? 

“You cannot just look at the person and say, ‘okay, he’s a racist or a 
Jew-hater.’ The most interesting thing for me was I am in a Holocaust 
Remembrance Day, in an event about the Holocaust, here is Jeremy Corbyn –  
even The Guardian [newspaper], which is to the left of the left of British politics, 
strongly critical of Israel…even The Guardian, basically bade Jeremy Corbyn to 
stop his anti-Semitic trash and tropes. And here we are. I have a hell of a time 

talking to him. We are laughing. We are even hugging. And then he has to go to 
the toilet. So there are two people who guard him – volunteers. They wait for him, 
then bring him back. Most of them were Hasidic Jews. Why are you doing this? 
Why are you doing this? It’s frightening to see. I couldn’t believe it.”

Tenenbom pulls no punches, and will certainly offend some readers with the 
particular disdain he holds for those Jews he decides are either self-hating or 
simply unwilling to forcefully represent their interests. 

The Taming of the Jew is not the whole story – again, Tenenbom was not able 
to get through to many important people who could have enhanced his narrative, 
and possibly contravened parts of it. Nevertheless, the British Jewish community 
he does document operates within a narrowing Diaspora consciousness – it sees 
itself as a minority living within a majority culture from which it derives certain 
benefits, but in which it is viewed as “The Other.” American readers of this book 
who, as I do, feel a cultural and historical kinship with Great Britain will be 
disappointed by the way Jews are seen and treated there. As a Jew, I came away 
sharing Tenenbom’s alarm that even the “Diaspora” life of the British Jews, rife 
with compromise as it is, is becoming more and more untenable. 

The most poignant moment in the book comes when Tenenbom confronts a 
local woman in Prestwich who, in an earlier interview, had covered up that arson 
attacks on kosher restaurants had been classified as anti-Semitic hate crimes. 
Tenenbom writes:

Why was I told a different story yesterday? I ask a local Jewish lady.
“We are economical with the truth,” she answers.
But why lie?
“Because it’s painful to admit so many people hate you.”

The New Jew – A Screening and 
Creators’ Talkback
An entertaining TV documentary about the 
evolution of Jewish identity in the US – created 
for Israeli television

PITTSFIELD – On Tuesday, October 26 at 7:30 p.m., the Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires, Williams College Jewish Association, Hevreh of Southern 
Berkshire, and Temple Anshe Amunim welcome the creative team behind The 
New Jew, a funny and insightful new four-episode TV Israeli documentary.

This program is planned as an in-person screening at the Berkshire Museum’s 
Little Cinema, 39 South Street. Masking is required. The program will be adapted 
to an online format and registrants notified if necessary. This program is funded 
in part by a grant from the Harold Grinspoon Foundation. 

To register, visit our calendar of events at jewishberkshires.org.
The series showcases – originally for an Israeli audience – the cultural and 

political influence of the Jewish community in the United States, the variety of 
alternative models it offers for living a rich Jewish life, and the rifts in relations 
between American Jewry and the State of Israel. A talkback with series host, 
Israeli comedic and cultural personality Guri Alfi, and series creators Asaf Nawi 
and Moshe Samuels will follow the program.

Write the creative team: “The New Jew was created with the aim to encourage 
public discourse on Israeli-North American Jewry relations, and on the evolution 
of Jewish identity in both of these centers.”

According to The Jewish News of Northern California: “The series is a journey 
through some of the most unexpected places in North America. From the 
‘Backcountry Bayit in Colorado to Rabbi Angela Buchdahl of Manhattan’s Central 
Synagogue to Rabbi Jamie Korngold (‘the Adventure Rabbi’), the series explores 
real stories of American Jews who are dismantling old stereotypes of the 
Diaspora Jew.”

Writes The Jerusalem Post: “This series about ‘new’ Jews will likely enlighten, 
entertain, annoy, and offend viewers in different ways and while at times it may 

seem superficial, it does present a varied and interesting portrait of the diversity 
of American-Jewish life.”

The series was produced for the Public Broadcasting Corporation and aired on 
the Kan 11 network in Israel.

Additional screening at Williams College
An additional screening will take place at 4:15 p.m. on October 26 at the 

Jewish Religious Center at Williams College, located at 24 Stetson Court in 
Williamstown. Attendance by individuals outside the William College community 
is subject to change, depending on the status of COVID-19 protocols at that time. 
Space is limited. Masking and proof of COVID vaccination are required  
for entry.
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Heirlooms Jewelry
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STEVE MARCUS, continued on page 15

It is more likely the instinct of the Jews to be attracted to large whole 
detailed views of society, to seek intellectual specifications of the social 
machine, and to enter precisely those occupations which subtly can offer 
institutional, personal, and legislative possibilities to a man of quick wit and 
sensible cohesive culture.
    From Norman Mailer’s reflections on Martin Buber’s  

Tales of the Hasidim, published in Commentary in 1963

AMHERST – Happy are the people who encounter the “Kosher cartoon folk 
world” of artist Steve Marcus that is now on view in two exhibits at the Yiddish 
Book Center, “The Golden Medina” and “Through the Hat.” 

When I took in the shows in late August, I lingered in the galleries to watch 
folks laugh with surprise and delight at their first impressions of the artist’s 
bygone Lower East Side cityscapes teeming with traditional Jews. Then, I enjoyed 
the way they laughed some more as they looked more closely and picked up on 
the sly jokes Marcus embeds in his work, such as the sculpture of nine Hasidic 
men titled “No Minyan.” Marcus also depicts traditional Jews engaged in decidedly 
non-traditional Jewish behaviors, such as cruising through the desert like Hell’s 
Angels on their “hogs” (i.e., Harley-Davidson motorcycles, which violate no dietary 
laws) and slam-dancing the hora in a punk rock mosh pit (perhaps not all that 
different from a Hasidic wedding reception). 

Marcus’s exuberant work demonstrates his affinity with the bearded and 
behatted immigrant Jews who filled lower Manhattan a century ago, people rooted 
in an Eastern European sensibility of religious cohesion and cultural distinc-
tiveness, but who are hustling to make it in America, a golden land of freedom, 
possibility, and abundance. Marcus’s bustling Lower East Side streets are the 
kind of “social machine” that Mailer imagines in his ruminations on Buber, and 
the traditional Jews he draws are occupied with seizing New World opportunities.

Marcus’s work is not merely Lower East Side nostalgia, however; it is also 
imbued with a deep feeling for and understanding of Jewish practice, thought, 
and spirituality. Marcus describes himself as “a Jewish guy who lives a Jewish 
life.” Since 2010, he has studied Jewish scripture and texts at Mesivta Tifereth 
Jerusalem, a renowned yeshiva located on the Lower East Side, a neighborhood 
where he has kept an apartment for close to 30 years. The work on view at the 
Yiddish Book Center, he says, is a convergence of artistic, personal, and spiritual 
paths he has traveled.

Early in his career as a commercial artist in the 1980s and 1990s, Marcus 
worked in the underground art style that emerged from the late 1960s California 
counterculture – according to his website smarcus.com, he collaborated on proj-
ects with icons of the San Francisco scene such as Allen Ginsberg, Ken Kesey, 
and Timothy Leary. His artwork – steeped in “popular culture, though depending 
on someone’s position, they could call it ‘unpopular culture’” – received awards 
from the American Society of Illustrators and appeared in numerous mainstream 
publications and MTV. Notably, he contributed to High Times, a magazine that 
has covered cannabis culture since the mid-1970s. He created two posters for 
the publication’s infamous Cannabis Cup, a global championship of the best 
marijuana products. Through those assignments, he got to know the magazine’s 
then-editor, John Buffalo Mailer, Norman’s youngest child.

John Buffalo introduced Marcus to his father’s reflections Martin Buber’s Tales 
of the Hasidim, published in the early 1960s. They were inspired by the Mailer's 
reading Buber while “riding the electric rail of long nights on marijuana.” Mailer, 
who received a Jewish education growing up in Brooklyn, wrote that Buber’s classic 
stories “were the first bits of Jewish devotional prose which were not deadening to 
me. Out of the cave of history came a thin filament of the past, the first to which I 
paid attention.” Now obscure, these essays (available on the Commentary website) 
are vivid, provocative, passionate, and a lot of fun, as well as being unusual in 
Mailer’s output in dealing with explicitly Jewish subject matter. (Marcus says that 
it wasn’t until later in life that the author renewed his interest in Jewish subjects 
– “not necessarily like he was going to the morning minyan or anything… and 
not necessarily that he ever said this, but it’s like he was kind of returning to his 

source, to his roots in some way, which is very interesting.”) 
John Buffalo told Marcus: “You have to do some artwork to this, because who 

else could navigate the Hasidim and the counterculture?”  The product of that 
initial engagement with the Mailer/Buber essays was a series of fine art prints 
titled “Norman, Martin, and Me,” which are visually more in a countercultural 
vein than ostensibly Jewish, but nevertheless marked a turning point for Marcus. 

“Because of the world we live in now and because of my own personal life,” he 
says, “I started to only create Jewish art, but not abandon my own artistic route, 
which is counterculture art and underground comics and that kind of thing. The 
Buber/Mailer project was one of the first projects that I felt excellent about that 
was able to really build a bridge that connected to my past and my present into 
the future.”

In one of his commentaries, Mailer wrote: “Consider this: every inanimate form 
in nature is the record of a war – the shape of a stone reflects the obduracy of the 
material versus the attrition of the elements.” When I read that line, I thought of 
the Lower East Side tenement buildings that housed Jewish immigrants a century 
ago and still stand today. Over the years, they provided shelter to succeeding 
waves of ethnic groups who remade the neighborhood to their own needs. While 
the character of the neighborhood evolves, the buildings, those inanimate forms, 
endure. My father was one of those Jewish immigrants, having arrived from 
Romania as a five-year-old in the 1930s. His childhood struggles all played out 
against a setting I can visit today, and when I do, I can’t help but imagine those 
still-grim tenements through his eyes. 

There’s not much grimness in Marcus’s vision of the Lower East Side, though 
– it’s a backdrop against which the Jews of his imagination are frenetically living 
their best lives. The stores are filled with merchandise and customers, food shops 
overflow with Jewish delicacies, pedestrians seem to be on their way either to or 
from shul, signage is in Yiddish and English, and no trace of reality outside of a 
Jewish universe seems to even exist. Things must have once felt like that, partic-
ularly in the early 1900s when, as Marcus points out, “the Lower East Side was 
the most densely populated area on the Planet Earth.” Photographer Sid Kaplan, 
a friend of Marcus’s who contributed photographs to the show, perfectly char-
acterized the delirious riot of Jewishness the artist portrays as being a kind of  
‘Calder’s ‘Circus for Yidden.’”

Marcus has seen many of the neighborhood’s changes firsthand, having visited 
the neighborhood first as a child, after most of the Jewish residents were already 
gone, but when many of the stores that met their needs remained – the pickle 
and knish shops, restaurants like Ratner’s, and religious goods emporia such the 
one Marcus remembers going to before his bar mitzvah. As a teenager and young 
man, Marcus came to the Lower East Side for the music and art scenes. Now, as 
a middle-aged man, he says: “You don’t want to sound like you’re 180 years old 
saying that ‘this 
used to be where 
this was’ and ‘this 
used to be where 
that was,’ which I 
do, sometimes. I 
definitely don’t want 
to use such an 
extreme word, like 
ghostly, but that 
is a good way to 
describe it. It’s like 
the specter of the 
past that is looming 
and lurking in all 
these places.”

Just because 
Marcus’s drawings 
and sculptures 
draw on sources 
like cartoons and 
underground art doesn’t mean they lack intellectual depth. Marcus takes the title 
of his “Through the Hat” exhibit from one of Buber’s tales about 

 a zaddik in the city who was versed in reading faces, and could tell the 
quality of the soul by looking at the forehead. The next visitors pulled their 
hats down to their noses. “You are mistaken,” Rabbi Mikhal said to them.  
“An eye which can see through the flesh, can certainly see through the hat.”

Likewise, beneath the playful surface of Marcus’s artwork, someone versed in 
the halacha (Jewish law) regarding artwork will recognize that the artist adheres 
to rabbinic strictures on what images may and may not portray. 

“I follow the Jewish law in creating the art,” Marcus explains, and points to his 
drawing of Hasidim on motorcycles shown above. “It’s got this motorcycle image 
going through the desert, like some Hasidic ‘Easy Rider’ looking thing. The thing 
that’s missing from it is that big yellow circle or orange circle that shows the sun. 
Right? Because everybody, even kids, sit down and draw that big circle to represent 

Steve Marcus, photographed by Sid Kaplan

“Calder’s Circus for the Yidden”
Fun and fantastical drawings, sculpture, and Judaica by Steve Marcus at the Yiddish Book Center
By Albert Stern / BJV Editor
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