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Homeland Security – A Small Town 
vs. The German Bund in Pre-War 
Connecticut
Documentary by Filmmaker Scott Sniffen tells little 
known story at November 18 Knosh & Knowledge
GREAT BARRINGTON 
– On Friday, November 
18, Knosh & Knowl-
edge will host filmmak-
er Scott Sniffen, who 
will screen and discuss 
his documentary Home 
of the Brave: When 
Southbury Said No to 
the Nazis. This Jewish 
Federation of the Berk-
shires program will 
take place at Hevreh of 
Southern Berkshire at 
10:45 a.m., and will be 
followed by lunch.

Home of the Brave: 
When Southbury Said 
No to the Nazis is about how one small 
Connecticut town in 1937 recognized 
hate and evil and said no to a regime 
before it would become responsible 
for one of the most horrific genocides 
perpetrated on the human race. In the 
1930s, the German American Bund 

Mechina – A Year of Extreme  
Intensity and Learning and Change
IDF enlistee from the Berkshires shares experiences 
from leadership program in Israel that Federation 
helped make possible

By Matan Gazit

I want to start by extending a huge, 
huge thank you to the Federation and 
the Berkshire Jewish community that 
supports it for your assistance in help-

ing me get to the Meitzar Leadership 
Program in Israel. I truly had the most 
meaningful and important year of my 
life because of what I had experienced 
and learned at the mechina (an Israeli 
educational program that prepares 
high school graduates for serving in the 
Israeli Army or study at an institution 
of higher learning in Israel). It wouldn’t 
have been possible without your help. 

I am currently 19 years old, and 
lived in Lenox for 10 years. Regarding 
my decision for joining the IDF, it was 
never in question for me. I never really 

November is  
Jewish Book Month!

was building training camps across 
the US. The Bund was tied with the 
Nazi Party in Germany and organized 
and aligned itself with Nazi beliefs and 
goals. The camps were quietly being 

Mechina participants at Meitzar Academy at a kumzits

Autumn leaves are down, thermometers are dipping, night arrives too 
soon, and there’s only snowy white at the end of the tunnel. In other words, 
the indoor reading season has arrived in the Berkshires – are you looking 
for a good book? 

In this issue: Shakespeare & Co.’s Shylock, Jonathan Epstein, reviews 
an acclaimed modern day retelling of The Merchant of Venice; an interview 
with Julia Ain-Krupa, author of a new post-Holocaust novel; a discussion 
with Rabbi Everett Gendler of Great Barrington about his work and local 
Jewish life; and discovering a graphic novel that tells an unlikely Jewish 
story from the South Bronx at the dawn of hip-hop music.

 
Please turn to our book month roundup starting on page 21.

Destroyed by ISIS, This Ancient  
Syrian Synagogue Had Jaw- 
Dropping Murals

By Zachary Solomon/Jewniverse

In 1932, the nearly intact ruins of a synagogue were excavated in Dura- 
Europos, a former garrison and trading center on the Euphrates in eastern 
Syria. The shul’s construction was traced back to 244 CE, making it one of the 
oldest in the world—at least until ISIS destroyed it in 2013. Other than its 
prodigious age, what made the synagogue remarkable were its extraordinary 
wall paintings. Not fresco, but tempera over plaster (a fast-drying paint made 
from egg yolk), the paintings are elaborate and gorgeous, depicting narra-
tives from the Torah. Fortunately, the wall paintings were safely moved from 
the site long before ISIS destroyed the place of worship. Tiles can be seen at 
the Museum of Hebrew University in Jerusalem, and the walls themselves are 
on full, reconstructed display at the National Museum of Damascus. 

Jewniverse is at www.thejewniverse.com
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The Berkshire Jewish Voice welcomes signed letters on subjects of interest to the 
Jewish community. Letters are printed upon space availability. The BJV reserves 
the right to edit all letters for content, length, and style. The BJV does not print 
anonymous letters, insults, libelous or defamatory statements. Published letters do 
not represent the views of the Federation, its board of directors, or the newspaper, 
but rather express the views of their authors. For verification purposes, please in-
clude full name, home address, and a day and evening telephone number. Send 
letters to: Berkshire Jewish Voice, 196 South Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201, or email:  
jfb.berkshirevoice@verizon.net.

Letters to the Editor

As a child, I loved to pretend that I was running 
my own business. My parents were hard-working 
entrepreneurs who owned three businesses for 
more than 35 years. I used to take their canceled 
checks, old bills, and order slips to create my own 
version of playing “shop.” I don’t remember what I 
sold, but I was very good at stuffing envelopes, tak-
ing sales orders, and instructing pretend employ-
ees where they needed to make deliveries. 

Later, I got deeply involved with Junior Achieve-
ment of Western Massachusetts, back when that 
program was centered on creating student-run 
businesses. General Electric was the sponsor 

of our student company, aptly named “Future’s Finest.” I loved learning about 
production, sales, marketing, budgets, and inventory. Everything was focused on 
the product – how to make a better product, a more efficient product, a lower cost 
product. 

I went on to major in business and finance in college (no surprise there), but it 
wasn’t until I entered the world of non-profit work in 2004 that I learned the dif-
ference between “for profit” businesses 
and “non-profit” organizations. It took 
me a while to wrap my head around 
the fact that while non-profits may not 
be producing a tangible “widget,” they 
are still product-driven organizations.

At the Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires, we do not measure our 
work by the number of widgets we pro-
duce – rather we measure our work by 
the number of lives we impact. For ex-
ample: the teens who go to Israel and 
learn to feel a part of Jewish heritage; 
the older adults who share meals and 
learning at our Connecting With Com-
munity programs; the graduates of our 
religious school programs; the indi-
viduals receiving emotional support 
from our social worker; the elderly in 
Eastern Europe who are assisted with 
meals and social programs at local 
Chesed Centers; the college students 
exploring their Jewish identities; the 
efforts to combat the BDS movement; 
the young children who read Jew-
ish-themed books from PJ Library with 
their parents and siblings; and the 
teens who organically live and learn 
Jewishly each summer at camp.

Like any business, the key to our 

work is the people who do the work. As with most non-profits, the Federation at-
tributes much of our success to our donors and volunteers. Let me say right now 
that we could not accomplish all that we do on behalf of the community and Jews 
in need without the generous donors and dedicated volunteers we are fortunate 
to have. However, a good deal of credit is also due to the quality professionals 
employed across our Jewish community. 

We work with terrific rabbis, education directors, educators, synagogue admin-
istrators, lay leaders, fundraisers and programming professionals, office assis-
tants and facility maintenance staff, food service staff, newspaper and bulletin 
staff, and our own social worker. These are caring and patient individuals who 
work day in and day out to create exceptional Jewish life and strengthen our en-
tire Jewish community.

When I took this position, I did so because I wanted to make a difference in the 
lives of others. I have no regrets. That feeling is reinforced daily in my interactions 
with my team here at the Federation and with the staff of our community organi-
zations. They are all dedicated, compassionate, and capable individuals who care 
about the work they do. 

It isn’t always easy. They don’t always have the resources or support they need 
and the “customers” can occasionally be demanding, but take one look at the 

awesome combined effort of these pro-
fessionals and I think you will agree, 
the Berkshire Jewish Community has 
much to be proud of! Next time you 
see one of them, take a moment to let 
them know that you appreciate their 
commitment and value their efforts on 
behalf of our community. 

As we approach the end of our 2016 
campaign, I am once again in business 
mode. Estimating how much money we 
will raise, evaluating costs, developing 
programs, organizing budgets, and 
thinking about how many lives we can 
improve in the coming year. 

If you have not yet made your 
pledge to support the 2016 Annual 
Campaign there is still time to do so! 
We need each and every one in our 
community to help us make our “prod-
uct” of a vibrant and caring Jewish 
community as effective and impactful 
as possible in the coming year. Thank 
you!  

Dara Kaufman in executive director 
of the Jewish Federation of the Berk-
shires.

In My View
Measuring Success by the Number of Lives We Touch
By Dara Kaufman

Actually Didn’t Want to Leave Camp
Dear Jewish Federation of the Berkshires and the Jewish Women’s Foundation:

I am 8 years old and I am writing 
this letter to thank you for helping me 
go to Eisner Camp this summer. Some 
of my favorite memories of camp were 
swimming in the pool and dancing 
to modern Israeli music. I also loved 
the Fourth of July carnival and eating 
smores around the campfire. I really 
enjoyed listening to Jewish stories and 
I liked meeting new friends and coun-

selors.
I really loved Eisner. I am excited to 

go back next year. Actually, when my 
parents came to pick me up this sum-
mer, I asked them if I could stay an 
extra two weeks instead of going home.

Sincerely,
Ava Mozian
Lenox

Jewish Summer Camp Such A Fantastic  
Experience
Dear Jewish Federation,

Thank you for giving me money so 
I could go to Ramah. Jewish summer 
camp is such a fantastic experience for 
me and I appreciate your helping me to 
go. I love all the counselors and the ac-
tivities at Ramah and I look forward to 
more years of summer camps. I really 

like the Friday evening services every 
week because there is a very strong 
sense of community there.

Sincerely, 
Talia Caine
Richmond

He Really Enjoyed 
Camp
Dear Jewish Federation of the  
Berkshires:

Thank you so much for helping me 
be able to go to Crane Lake Camp this 
summer. I really enjoyed camp. The 
sports were really fun, especially base-
ball and soccer. I liked having Shabbat 
services outside with all of camp.

Thanks,
Daniel Munch
Lenox

She Made Cool Stuff 
and Felt More Jewish
Dear Jewish Federation, 

Thank you for the money to go to 
Camp Ramah. I had a fun time there. It 
was nice having lots of friends around. 
My favorite chug was woodworking 
because I got to make cool stuff. The 
experience made me feel more Jewish.

Sincerely, 
Ellie Caine
Richmond

Our kitchen team prepares thousands of kosher lunches each year for the 
Federation’s Connecting With Community and Kosher Meals on Wheels program. 
Staff includes food service director Cindy Bell-Deane (center) and her assistants 
Peggy Canfield (right) and Roger Williams (left).

MORE LETTERS on page 3
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Rabbi Reflections
Parenting – This Too is Torah
Experiencing awe and wonder, navigating hard feelings, and serving others
By Rabbi Jodie Gordon

This summer, I was home for 12 weeks on 
parental leave following the birth of my second 
daughter. Going from my responsibilities as a 
congregational rabbi and educator to the de-
mands of parenting a newborn and a two-year 
old was just as dramatic a shift as one might 
expect.  

I found out in short order that most of the 
clichés and platitudes about parenting, and 
having two children were true. The days are 
long and the years are short. I imagine that 
Rabbi Tarfon must have had two little ones at 
home when he taught “The day is short, the 
work is much, the workers are lazy, the reward 
is great, and the Master is pressing.” (Pirke 
Avot). The summer was filled with unimaginable 

sweetness and many firsts: the first time my older daughter held her new baby 
sister, the first time she said “I love you” to her baby sister, our first outings as 
a family of four. But let’s be real: as anyone who has ever parented knows, there 
were also many (many!) moments of sheer terror, with a tantruming toddler and 
a wailing newborn, where my husband and I looked at each other and said “What 
did we do?!” 

When the going gets tough, I go to the library (or to the Amazon e-book store 
on my Kindle, in a pinch). I find solace in words, and there’s nothing like a kin-
dred tired mama spirit to at least make me laugh. These days, there’s no shortage 
of pithy parenting blogs written by generous, sleep deprived souls like me, who 
are willing to admit the truth behind those beautiful family photos and sweet tod-
dler quotes they post on Facebook – this parenting stuff is tough. 

“Despair, bliss, despair, bliss. And it’s only Tuesday. It’s only 11 in the morn-
ing. Despair again. Bliss again.” (Merle Feld)

This is the quote that heads up to the introduction to Rabbi Danya Rutten-
berg’s new book on parenting and Jewish spirituality called Nurture the Wow. Like 
me, as her family grew, Ruttenberg found herself at odds between the moorings 
of her spiritual life pre-children, and in her new reality with three young children. 
She writes: “The Jewish tradition (as well as other religious traditions that I’d 
studied, even if I didn’t live as intimately with them) can actually illuminate the 

work of parenting – the love, the drudgery, the exasperation, all of it.”
Ruttenberg deftly reframes many of the ideas that are so familiar to me as a 

Jew, but that hadn’t necessarily made their way into my practice as a parent, yet. 
With the weight of thousands of years of Jewish law and tradition behind her, 
Ruttenberg offers a new way into parenting. With humor, self-deprecating hones-
ty, and a deep sense of spiritual connection, Ruttenberg reframes three main ex-
periences as pathways into the work of raising children: “how to fully experience 
awe and wonder; how to navigate hard and painful feelings; how service to others 
fits into the larger, transcendent picture.”

In an interview with The Times of Israel, Ruttenberg is asked “Rebbe Nachman 
of Bratslav perhaps didn’t delve into baby poop as much as you did, but I have a 
feeling that you’re finding the spiritual in the mundane, just as your predecessors 
have.” 

I love her answer. “This too is Torah, right?” 
Yes. This too is Torah. 
As I returned to work, and began the new task of reintegrating my rabbinic 

work with my family life—this became my spiritual mantra. 
This too is Torah. 
The middle of the night feedings, the early mornings, and the parking lot tan-

trums – this too is Torah. It’s the Torah that reminds me of the Divine virtue of 
patience. The Hebrew word for patience, savlanut, brings with it implications of 
burdens and tolerance. It’s not easy work. 

The first time my two year old said the words “I love you, Mommy” or sang 
“Bim bam” in her car seat, or when my now 5 month old rolled over for the first 
time or smiled for the first time – this too is Torah. It’s the Torah of Yirah and 
Hod’ah, awe and gratitude. I am reminded of just how miraculous it is to bring 
these small beings into the world, and to watch them unfold and unfurl into the 
people they are. 

As Ruttenberg suggests, somewhere between the dirty diapers, the tantrums, 
and the tears (both theirs and mine), is a whole treasure trove of spiritual suste-
nance. 

Rabbi Jodie Gordon is rabbi and director of education at Hevreh of Southern Berk-
shire in Great Barrington.
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Jordan River Valley Project
To the Editor:

 At a recent Federation program 
titled “Is Peace Possible?”, David 
Makovsky and Ghaith Al-Omari of the 
Washington Institute for Near East 
Policy discussed a variety of collab-
orative efforts to bring Israelis and 
Palestinians closer together. They both 
regretted that there were very few such 
efforts for students at the elementary 
school through high school level. 

BJV readers should know about 
the Jordan River Village project, one 
worthwhile effort in this direction. It 
provides free, medically sound and 

safe camping experiences that enrich 
the lives of Israeli children, whether 
they are Jewish, Arab, or from other 
ethnic and religious backgrounds, who 
suffer from a chronic or life-threaten-
ing illness.

The Village’s 60-acre, wheelchair- 
accessible campus in the Lower Galilee 
of Israel is the only camp of its kind 
in the Middle East. Open year-round, 
the Village can accommodate up to 
64 campers during each session. The 
Village has everything expected at a 
children’s camp: 12 bright and com-

Letters to the Editor, continued

fortable camper cabins, a communal 
dining hall, theater, sports center, arts 
& crafts building, a specially heated 
and treated pool, a library, petting zoo, 
adventure tower, and more. It also has 
a state-of-the-art, yet unobtrusive 24-
hour medical center.

 Children who visit the Village have 
the experience of a lifetime. They leave 
their illnesses at the door, and par-
ticipate in the broad range of camp 
activities enabling them to have fun, 
succeed, come together, and discover 

new things. In addition, campers meet 
other children who face challenges 
similar to their own, and make life-
long friends, and circles of support. 
The Jordan River Village is one of 16 
members of the SeriousFun Children’s 
Network, founded by Paul Newman. 

I encourage all to visit www.jordan-
rivervillage.org for more information.

Sincerely,
Sigmund Tobias
Pittsfield

MORE LETTERS on page 4

Campers at the Jordan River Village in Givat Avni, Lower Galilee
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You may request that the Berkshire Jewish Voice  
be mailed to your home. Just email us at  
jfb.berkshirevoice@verizon.net for information.

Much will be written, and has been written, about the late Prime Minister and 
President Shimon Peres, but my contact with him might not be well known.

When Mr. Peres became president, he decided to enhance the status of the 
Ethiopian-Israeli community in Israel by displaying their talents and contribu-
tions to the state.

He and his staff met with our good friends at the Israel Association for Ethiopi-
an Jews in a forum of about 20 persons. They convened a few times each year in 
his residence to determine how best to showcase the strengths of the community.

I was invited to participate in this forum. One of the first decisions made was 
to create a series of cultural events of music, dance, drama, etc., featuring Ethio-
pian-Israeli artists, around the Sigd holiday, in addition to the Sigd festival itself.

[Editor’s Note: Sigd (literally “prostration”), is one of the unique holidays of 
the Beta Israel (Ethiopian Jewish) community, and is celebrated on the 29th 
of the Hebrew month of Cheshvan, 50 days after Yom Kippur. Since 2008, it 
has been recognized as a state holiday for all Israelis, and this year begins on 
November 30.]
President Peres also made the decision that the Sigd season would be 

launched yearly with a grand event in the audience room of his residence. Thus, 
from 2010 until he left office in 2015, this annual event was held. President Peres 
always attended and always conducted the panel which was part of this event.

He was a lively and warm interviewer, who asked perceptive questions, showed 

Guest Editorial
Shimon Peres and the Ethiopian-Israeli Community 
By Shoshana Ben Dor, 
      Israel Director, North American Conference on Ethiopian Jewry

Like us on Facebook:
• Jewish Federation of the Berkshires

• PJ Library Berkshire County

Letters to the Editor, continued

Rabbi’s Support for Resettlement Flows from  
Judaism’s Fundamental Stories
To the Editor:

This fall, Rosh Hashana and Yom 
Kippur coincided with an announce-
ment by Jewish Family Services of 
Western Massachusetts that Pittsfield 
was being considered as a destina-
tion for resettlement of about 12-15 
families endangered because of war 
in the Middle East. For me, support-
ing resettlement is personal: The czar 
tried to kill my great-grandparents, 
and they found their respective ways to 
safe havens in America. That’s why I’m 
here. And more immediately, my wife’s 
parents fled religious persecution in 
Hungary in 1982. Taking advantage of 
a vacation visa, they traveled through 
the iron curtain to Germany and on to 
Australia with their two young daugh-
ters. 

My support for resettlement flows 
from our people’s most fundamental 
stories. The historical record of the 
ancient Near East suggests that the 
people of Haran, Abraham’s adopted 
hometown, suffered a horrible military 
defeat; many became refugees, perhaps 
including our ancestor – the call to ‘Go 
forth / Lech l’cha’ can come in all sorts 
of forms. For that matter nearly every 
mitzvah in Judaism is tied to either the 
experience of slavery or the experience 
of the exodus. We are called to remem-
ber where we came from each and 
every day.

My support for resettlement is also 
based in values I hold dear: I believe 
in the infinite and incalculable val-
ue of every human life. Saving one is 
akin to saving an entire world. ‘Love 
your neighbor as yourself’ and ‘love 
the stranger’ – both difficult biblical 
mandates – are guideposts in my life. 
Furthermore, we are called not to be 

bystanders; as Elie Wiesel says, silence 
only encourages the tormentor, never 
the tormented. Finally, when an oppor-
tunity to do the right thing falls into 
our lap, we should not let it pass but 
instead seize the day. 

Do I have concerns? Yes. But I’ve 
sought education. I worry about our 
security – but I have been reassured 
by the rigorous 20-step vetting process 
for refugees and the United States’ 
policy of accepting the most vulnerable 
refugees (think women, children) first. 
I worry about scarcity of resources in 
Pittsfield but I am learning that this 
project will not take money from other 
vulnerable populations. The scale – 
50 people, about 12 households – is 
manageable, and my hope is that many 
in the broader community will come 
together to offer welcome and ongoing 
support. Finally, I feel that any bigotry 
against Arabs that might live in my 
heart can be softened and tamed in the 
service of human need.

I will continue to speak about this 
issue because it is a moral issue, and I 
encourage every member of the com-
munity to become educated. 

We can’t save the world. We can’t 
give life to every refugee, to every 
person in need. But maybe over the 
next couple of years we can be a part 
of restoring twelve families to life, hope 
and a future.

Rabbi David Weiner
Pittsfield

Rabbi David Weiner is the spiritual lead-
er of Knesset Israel in Pittsfield. This 
letter was adapted from a talk delivered 
to his congregation in September.

Shimon Peres (z”l), drawn by Jeff Kramer of 
Housatonic

run down by a dune 
buggy and seriously 
injured. And in 2013, 
outstanding wom-
en were featured, 
including Asmeratch 
Ayelyn, a teacher and 
educator, who is an 
AAS graduate as are 
her three daughters.

A month before 
the end of President 
Peres’ term, we had 
what we knew would 
be our last meet-
ing. We had no idea 
whether the forum 
or annual pre-Sigd 
event would continue 
to take place (in fact, 
both ended).

Just as we were 
about to take our leave, 
Jucha, head of President 
Peres’s office, came in with him to greet all of us and to tell us how important the 
forum was and how he hoped it would continue and that he hoped that the Ethio-
pian-Israeli community would continue to show what is best about it. 

I cannot speak for anyone else, but I felt that we had been blessed.

Israeli 
Jewelry

The Mews, by the Red Lion Inn Courtyard  
Stockbridge, MA 

413-298-4436

interest in the people he interviewed, and displayed a warm sense of humor. 
Three years stand out in my memory. 

In 2010, the event featured heroes from the aliyah of the community by way of 
Sudan, not only Uri Sela, the Israeli Mossad director of operations on the ground 
at the time, but also Mazal Aklum (daughter of the late Ferede Aklum, who 
initiated that aliyah), Tesfa Gola and Reta Tsegay Moges, who were part of the es-
sential Ethiopian-Jewish staff who helped make the aliyah happen and who were 

subsequently arrested 
by the Sudanese and 
tortured, and Naftali 
Avraham, who made 
the trek as a child.

 In 2012, outstand-
ing children were fea-
tured, including Tegist 
Bitau, a very talented 
high school student 
(sponsored through 
NACOEJ) whose career 
as a runner was cut 
short when she was 

Shimon Peres and Tegist Bitau

Israeli 
Jewelry

The Mews, by the Red Lion Inn Courtyard  
Stockbridge, MA 

413-298-4436
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Your Federation Presents

Connecting With  
Community Programs /  
Kosher Hot Lunch

Programs in the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires’ 
Connecting with Community series are free and start at 
10:45 a.m. most Mondays and Thursdays at  Knesset Israel 
(16 Colt Road, Pittsfield). Programs are followed by a kosher 
hot lunch. Lunch is a $2 suggested donation for adults over 
60 years of age or $7 for all others. Advance reservations are 
required for lunch and can be made by calling (413) 442-
2200 before 9 a.m. on the day of the program. 

For further information on all programs, please call  
Nancy Maurice Rogers, program director, at (413) 442-4360, 
ext. 15. For lunch menus and a chronological list of all 
scheduled programs, please see page 16. Note that lunch 
menus are subject to change.

2016 Grants Announced by The Jewish 
Women’s Foundation of Berkshire County
Twelve worthy projects chosen 

The Jewish Women’s Foun-
dation of Berkshire County 
continues to support vital local 
programs both within and out-
side the Jewish community. 
The group’s mission statement 
spells out an approach to giv-
ing that is both targeted and 
inclusive:

“In the spirit of tikkun 
olam, the Jewish Women’s 
Foundation of Berkshire 
County is dedicated to 
sharing Jewish values 
by meeting unmet needs 
in the community and 
supporting social action.”

For the third year, the 
group conducted an open 
grant application process, 
inviting community organiza-
tions to submit grant propos-
als for funding. From a pool 
of 28 applications, 12 projects 
across Berkshire County were 
chosen to receive a total of 
$22,000 in support. 

The recipients are:

• Berkshire Baby Box: 
Swedish baby box and 
supplies to low income 
new mothers

• Berkshire Children & 
Families: Kids 4 Harmony 
Music Program, transpor-
tation for group perfor-
mances. 

• Berkshire Hills Regional 
School District: Project 
Connection’s weekend 
food supplies sent home 
in backpacks for identi-
fied children in need.

• Berkshire Interfaith 
Organizing: professional 
leadership development 
for local clergy and lay 

leaders in community 
organizing against food 
insecurity, homelessness, 
and transportation.

• Community Health Pro-
grams, Inc (CHP): Profes-
sional development train-
ing for playgroup leaders.

• Congregation Beth Israel 
Take & Eat: Weekend 
meals to the homebound 
in the Northern Berk-
shires.

• Construct, Inc: Educa-
tional support and work-
shops focused on self-suf-
ficiency and financial 
management for women 
overcoming homeless-
ness. 

• Music in Common: Israeli, 
American and Palestinian 
Teens Berkshire Music 
collaboration.

• PJ Library of the Jew-
ish Federation of the 
Berkshires: Books and 
program engagement for 
young families.

• Railroad Street Youth 
Project: Identifying and 
developing mentors for at-
risk teens.

• Rites of Passage: Empow-
erment and support for 
young women.

• Walking Our Talk: Wom-
en’s creation circle facili-
tators.

In addition the Foundation 
continued its ongoing support 
of these programs in 2016: 

• The Jewish Transporta-
tion Network

• The Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires Communi-
ty Seder

• BMC’s Care Navigation 
– Medical Transport Pro-
gram

• Food Insecurity (supple-
mental Meals on Wheels)

Founded in 2010, the 
Jewish Women’s Foundation of 
Berkshire County operates un-
der the auspices of the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires. 
Its membership has grown to 
106 women in 2016. 

The Women’s Foundation’s 
co-presidents, Elaine Silber-
stein and Shirley Friedman 
Yohalem say the group realizes 
its work in Berkshire County 
is just beginning, and pledges 
to continue its efforts. 

FRONTDESK@GATEWAYSINN.COM

The Wit and Wisdom of  
Jewish Humor, November 17

On Thursday, November 
17 at 10:45 a.m., the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires 
welcomes you to join edu-
cator, writer, and raconteur 
Dick Macht for “The Wit and 
Wisdom of Jewish Humor.” 
This free program at  Knesset 
Israel, 16 Colt Road in Pitts-
field is part of the Federation’s 
Connecting With Community 
series. 

Macht will present the wis-
dom and wit of ‘Jewish humor’ 
and while explaining humor 
– and especially the Jewish 
brand – he will lighten the 
load by affectionately commu-
nicating insights that drape 
laughter on the logic of despair. 
With a B.A. from Dartmouth 
College, an M.A. from Duke 
University, and a Ph.D. from 
Indiana University, Macht has 
taught Israeli, Yiddish, and 
German Literature, as well as 
Jewish mysticism at the college 
level. Himself a director, Macht 
has also been an instructor of 
drama and acting at a number 
of academic venues. Presently 
Macht lectures at synagogues, 

Dick Macht

elder hostels, adult summer 
camps, and continuing educa-
tion programs.

This program was post-
poned from September 12.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires / Connecting 
With Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Thursday, Novem-
ber 17 at 10:45 a.m., followed 
by lunch (see page 16).

Railroad Street Youth Project
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“The Process of Aging” –  
An Intergenerational Discus-
sion and Support Group

On Monday, November 7 at 
10:45 a.m., the Jewish Feder-
ation of the Berkshires pres-
ents “The Process of Aging,” 
with therapist Maggie Bittman. 
This free program at Knesset 
Israel, 16 Colt Road in Pitts-
field is part of the Federation’s 
Connecting With Community 
series. 

Explaining her outlook and 
approach, Bittman writes: 
“From birth, we begin to age 
with Time. Along the way, 
we develop strategies to help 
manage the stressors that 
come with living life – those 
‘existence pains’ or ‘existential 
stressors. Along the way we 
find meaning and purpose, 
experience aloneness, confront 
mortality, and develop self will. 

“Within this context, partic-
ipants will discuss, share, and 
offer support to one another.”

These discussions are 
open to anyone interested in 
sharing in this universal topic. 
This is a monthly program 
that Maggie leads and the dis-
cussions broadly range from 

Therapist Maggie Bittman

“Should I Remain in My Home 
or Downsize” to “Aloneness” 
to “Staying Active in Your 
Community” and many more 
beyond.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires / Connecting 
With Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Monday, Novem-
ber 7 at 10:45 a.m., followed by 
lunch (see page 16).

The Woodstock (N.Y.) Jewish Congregation seeks  
an Executive Director 
to lead, manage, and coordinate the administrative operation of our synagogue. 
The Executive Director reports to the Board of Directors and works closely with  
the Board, the Rabbi, the staff and the congregation. We seek a joyful, creative, 
innovative and organized leader who is able to solve complex problems and  
exercise considerable independent judgment. 

Please send cover letter and resume to: ExecDirSearch@WJCSHUL.ORG

Film – Broadway Musicals: A Jewish  
Legacy on November 21

On Monday, November 21 
at 10:45 a.m., the Jewish Fed-
eration of the Berkshires will 
screen the documentary film 
Broadway Musicals: A Jewish 
Legacy. This free program at 
Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road in 
Pittsfield is part of the Federa-
tion’s Connecting With Com-
munity series. 

The film examines the 
unique role of Jewish compos-
ers and lyricists in the cre-
ation of the modern American 
musical. The film showcases 
the works of legends such as 
Irving Berlin, Jerome Kern, 
George and Ira Gershwin, 
Lorenz Hart, Richard Rodg-
ers, Oscar Hammerstein, and 
Stephen Sondheim. There are 
interviews with luminaries 
including Sheldon Harnick, 
Stephen Schwartz, Harold 
Prince, Arthur Laurents, 
among others, with footage of 
performances that showcase 
these Broadway best. Narrat-
ed by Joel Grey, the film is a 
comprehensive documentary 
that offers cultural history and 
perspectives on the origins 
of some of Broadway’s most 

important and beloved shows 
and the people that made 
them great. 

The screening of this film 
will be from 10:45 to 11:45 
and then continue following 
lunch from 12:45 to 1:15 to 
complete the screening.

Irving Berlin

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires / Connecting 
With Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Monday, Novem-
ber 21 at 10:45 a.m., followed 
by lunch (see page 16).

Workshop – “A Matter of Balance” from  
November 28 thru December 22

The Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires is bringing the 
award-winning eight-session 
program “A Matter of Balance” 
to its Connecting With 
Community series, 
which is designed 
to reduce the fear of 
falling and increase 
the activity levels of 
older adults concerned 
about falling. 

Presented in 
coordination with 
the Prevention and 
Wellness Trust Fund 
and the Berkshire 
Partnership for Health, 
and facilitated by com-
munity health worker 
Denise Graves, the 
program begins Mon-
day, November 28 and 
concludes Thursday, 
December 22, with 
sessions on December 1, 5, 8, 
12, and 19. This free program 
will be held at  Knesset Israel, 
16 Colt Road in Pittsfield – 
however, please note that 
this class will meet from 
10:15 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. 

Please register by calling 
the Berkshire Partnership for 
Health at (413) 445-9232.

The classes will help partic-

ipants learn to manage the fear 
of falling and set realistic goals 
for increasing activity. Partici-
pants will learn how to change 

their environment to reduce 
fall risk factors, and how to 
exercise to increase strength. 
Consider attending if you are 
concerned about falling or 
have sustained a fall, and have 
restricted your activities owing 
to concerns about falling. Par-
ticipants should ideally be 60 
or above, ambulatory, and able 
to problem solve.

Denise Graves has worked 
as a community health work-
er for the Berkshire Family 
YMCA Pittsfield and North 

Adams since January 
2016, delivering four 
intervention programs: 
pre-diabetes, pre-hy-
pertension, tobacco 
cessations and falls 
prevention. She works 
for a state grant called 
the Prevention and 
Wellness Trust Fund 
that, in partnership 
with Berkshire Health 
Systems, is locally 
known as the Berk-
shire Partnership for 
Health.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Feder-
ation of the Berkshires / 

Connecting With Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Mondays and 
Thursdays from November 28 
thru December 22. Classes start 
at 10:15 a.m., not the usual 
10:45 a.m. program start time. 
Lunch follows at noon.

“A Chance for Land and 
Fresh Air: Russian Jewish 
Immigrants Become  
Farmers 1907-1940”  

On Monday, 
November 14 at 
10:45 a.m., the 
Jewish Federa-
tion of the Berk-
shires welcomes 
Carol Ascher, 
who will talk 
about the ex-
hibit about local 
Jewish farmers 
she is curating 
at the Sharon 
(CT) Historical 
Society called 
“A Chance for 
Land and Fresh 
Air.” This free 
program at  
Knesset Israel, 
16 Colt Road in 
Pittsfield is part 
of the Federa-
tion’s Connect-
ing With Com-
munity series. 

Explore the history that 
began with the Russian po-
groms in the 19th century that 
prompted the flight of hun-
dreds of thousands of Jews, 
most of whom settled in New 
York City, with cultural an-
thropologist, author and guest 
curator of the Sharon Histori-
cal Society, Carol Ascher. Con-
ditions of Manhattan’s Lower 
East Side and the mortgage 
assistance provided by Baron 
de Hirsch’s Jewish Agricultur-
al and Industrial Aid Society 
enabled the new immigrants 
to leave the City and purchase 
their own land – forbidden to 
Jews in Russia – and become 
farmers. This program cele-
brates the Jewish families that 
settled in the Ellsworth Hills 

above Sharon, CT and in Ame-
nia, NY, ran kosher boarding 
houses and small hotels, and 
built their own temple, Beth 
David. The exhibit at Sharon 
Historical Society highlights 
half a dozen families whose 
descendants continue to live 
and farm in the area, includ-
ing the Gorkofskys, Osofskys, 
and Paleys.

Please see the related arti-
cle on page 15.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires / Connecting 
With Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Monday, Novem-
ber 14 at 10:45 a.m., followed 
by lunch (see page 16).

Members of the Osofsky family – Nathan, 
Rebecca, Feda, Annie, and Ida
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Telling Stories In Print and Out Loud,  
November 3

On Thursday, November 3, 
Berkshire Jewish Voice editor 
Albert Stern will talk about 
what he’s learned about the 
Berkshires Jewish communi-
ty in the time he’s worked on 
the paper, and also tell a few 
entertaining stories about his 
own experiences living in New 
York City.

This free program at  Knes-
set Israel, 16 Colt Road in 
Pittsfield, is part of the Federa-
tion’s Connecting With Com-
munity series.

Stern took over as editor 
of the BJV in autumn 2014, 
and has endeavored to tell the 
stories of community mem-
bers living interesting and 
meaningful Jewish lives in the 
Berkshires and beyond. Arts 

and culture are significant at-
tractions in Berkshire County 
and the surrounding area, and 
this year the BJV has featured 
stories with numerous mem-
bers of the creative community 
who help shape the character 
of this region. Stern will dis-
cuss some of the people he’s 
interviewed, and check in with 
audience members about what 
types of stories they want to 
see more of.

Stern is also a writer and 
storyteller whose writing 
appeared locally this year in 
the Berkshire Eagle and the 
Berkshire Edge, and who per-
formed stories at the Made in 
the Berkshires festival and on 
WAMC. He’ll be telling some of 
those comic stories, as well. 

Albert Stern

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires / Connecting 
With Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Thursday, Novem-
ber 3, at 10:45 a.m., followed by 
lunch (see page 16).

Silver Wellness and Nutrition for Seniors on 
November 10

On Thursday, November 10 
at 10:45 a.m., the Jewish Fed-
eration of the Berkshires wel-
comes Thea Basis, a certified 
senior fitness specialist who 
will present “Silver Wellness 
and Nutrition for Seniors.” 
This free program at  Knesset 
Israel, 16 Colt Road in Pitts-
field is part of the Federation’s 
Connecting With Community 
series. 

Discover the General 
Nutrition Guidelines for older 
adults including: the USDA 
Eating Plan, the DASH Plan 
for hypertension, and the Med-
iterranean diet for longevity. 
Thea will lead the workshop 
exploring needs for hydration 
for older adults, macro and 
micronutrient needs, healthy 
eating patterns, how to read a 
nutrition label, and a dis-
cussion that details common 
nutritional problems in older 
adults and how to address 

them. Various Silver Wellness 
Series programs are planned 
in the upcoming months. 

 Thea Basis earned an 
ACE Group Fitness Instruc-
tor Certification in 1988. She 
specializes in the conditions 
that make exercising more 
challenging, including arthri-
tis, fragility, balance and gait 
issues, respiratory disease, di-
abetes, and lack of motivation. 
She is also an orthopedic exer-
cise specialist serving groups 
and individuals in promoting 
healthy, independent lifestyles, 
while addressing the unique 
challenges of aging. She was 
diagnosed with severe scoliosis 
as a child, but through her 

Thea Basis

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires / Connecting With 
Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Thursday, November 10, at 10:45 a.m., followed by 
lunch (see page 16).

knowledge and skill at exer-
cise, she has remained pain 
free and active into her 60s.

NOVEMBER KNOSH, continued from page 1

built in rural sections in the US with little resistance from the 
towns in which they were established. 

In 1937, the Bund planned to build the largest camp in the 
US in Southbury. This film tells the little known story of how 
town patriots came to recognize 
the evil the group represented 
in 1937 and quickly took action 
against the camp. 

Emmy nominated, Scott 
Sniffen is the principal and chief 
creative at Sniffen Pictures. 
Leading his team of production 
professionals with over 20 years 
experience in the industry, he has 
garnered several awards over the 
years, including a Gold Cindy, 
three Gold Eagle CINE awards, a 
Gold Telly and a “The Chris” from 
the Columbus International Film & Video festival. 

Sniffen says, “Everyone has a story to tell, no matter the 
subject matter… the key is finding the emotional or dynamic 
element that the viewer will identify with and then creatively 
communicating that to your audience.”

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
Venue: Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, 270 State Road, Great  
Barrington
Date: Friday, November 18 at 10:45 a.m. (lunch follows at noon)
Advance lunch reservations required for this event.
Email jfb.officemanager@verizon.net, or call (413) 442-4360, ext. 10
Cost: $11 with fresh buffet lunch. Program only, $5.

Thank you to the many volunteers who helped in sending out over 
300 Rosh Hashanah gift bags – Joe’s Project – to residents in senior 
facilities, nursing homes, home bound folks and those who are ill 
in our Jewish community. We want to thank our local PJ Library 
families, religious school students, and campers from Eisner Camp 
who made some very creative designs on the gift bags. And, extra 
thanks are sent to our volunteer bakers who worked with Susan 
Gordon at Bagels Too, our bag packers and all of the families and 
individuals who delivered the bags throughout the Berkshires 
and Southern VT. Thank you, too, to Merle Ferber for helping me 
compile the lists of recipients. Todah rabah to all who participated 
in this important mitzvah!

– Susan Frisch Lehrer, Coordinator of Volunteers

Another Joe’s Project Success
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Pre-K through Grade 9: Now Enrolling

413 637 0755    BerkshireCountryDay.org

Incredible education. 
Expanded arts program. 

Quintessentially the Berkshires.
Join us for an Open House November 8th.

Donate • Volunteer 
Make a Difference

For further information on all Jewish Federation of the Berkshires 

programs, please call Nancy Maurice Rogers, Program Director, at 

(413) 442-4360, ext. 15.

Paul Green’s “Musical Tribute to Jewish  
Musicians” at December 9 Knosh &  
Knowledge

Paul Green

GREAT BARRINGTON – On 
Friday, December 9, Knosh & 
Knowledge welcomes clarinet-
ist and Jewish music maven 
Paul Green for “A Musical 
Tribute to Jewish Musicians.” 
This Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires program will take 
place at Hevreh of Southern 
Berkshire at 10:45 a.m., and 
will be followed by lunch.

In this fascinating program, 
Paul Green will talk about the 
many and varied contributions 
of Jewish musical artists, 
tracing the struggles and tri-
umphs of Jewish musicians in 
America by exploring their life 
histories and the events that 
impacted their art. “Learning 
about individual lives of mu-
sicians deepens understand-
ing of artistic contributions,” 
says Green, who will perform 
musical pieces, and share 
recordings. 

“Jewish musicians have 
had a profound impact on the 
music of the United States and 
the rest of the world,” says 
Green. “They have influenced 
many different forms of mu-
sic, from classical to jazz to 
Klezmer. These innovative mu-
sicians have also been leaders 
in some of the most important 
musical developments of the 
20th and 21st centuries. For 
example, George Gershwin, 
Irving Berlin and Benny Good-
man were three of the big-
gest influences on American 
popular music. Composer and 
conductor Leonard Bernstein, 

who had a flair for the dramat-
ic, educated more American 
audiences about classical mu-
sic than any other musician in 
history.”

Paul Green’s work is well 
known to Berkshire music 
fans. He is co-director of “A 
Summer Celebration of Jewish 
Music,” which presents a 
wide variety of Jewish music 
throughout the Berkshires; 

director of Klezmer East; and 
first clarinetist of the Atlantic 
Classical Orchestra in South 
Florida. This year, he released 
a new CD, “Music Coming 
Together,” a fusion of jazz and 
klezmer tunes, and also per-
formed with Yehuda Hanani’s 
Close Encounters With Music 
exploration of Jewish music 
and in concert with Ladino 
songstress Sarah Aroeste.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
Venue: Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, 270 State Road, Great Bar-
rington
Date: Friday, December 9 at 10:45 a.m. (lunch follows at noon)
Advance lunch reservations required for this event.
Email jfb.officemanager@verizon.net, or call (413) 442-4360, ext. 10
Cost: $11 with fresh buffet lunch. Program only, $5.

Pajama Donations Will Keep 
Kids in Need Warm This  
Winter

As chilly weather returns to 
the Berkshires, the PJ Library 
Pajama Drive conducted by 
the Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires also returns to 
help the many children in our 
community who may lack the 
comfort of warm sleepwear. 
Last year’s effort collected a 
record 150 pairs of pajamas 
from individuals, groups, and 
local businesses, and the push 
this year will be build on that 
success. The pajama drive will 
be conducted from Novem-
ber 3 through December 8.

Donors can drop off brand 
new pajamas (sizes newborn to 
teen) at the following locations:

• Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires, 196 South 
Street, Pittsfield

• Hevreh of Southern Berk-
shire, 270 State Road, 
Great Barrington

• Congregation Beth Israel, 
53 Lois Street, North  
Adams

Donations will be received 
by the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Children and Fami-
lies in Pittsfield, and will be 
distributed to local families 
during the holiday season. 

PJ Library is a program of 
the Harold Grinspoon Founda-
tion, and is supported locally 
by the Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires, the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation, and 
the Spitz-Tuchman Family 
Fund. The program provides 
free monthly books and music 
with Jewish content to chil-
dren ages 6 months through 8 
years of age.

For more information about 
PJ Library and the Pajama 
Drive, contact Susan Frisch 
Lehrer at (413) 442-4360, ext. 
14.

Supermarket Sweeps for Federation 
Family Mitzvah Day – 2 Locations!
LENOX & GREAT BARRINGTON – The 
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires 
and PJ Library will team with both 
the Lenox Price Chopper and the 
Great Barrington Big Y to sponsor two 
concurrent supermarket sweeps on 
Sunday, November 6 at 4 p.m.

Families are invited to race through 
the supermarkets while solving rid-
dles in order to find much needed 
food items for two worthy local food 
distribution sites, the Lee Food Pan-
try and the People’s Pantry in Great 
Barrington.

Each registered family team receives 
a pre-paid supermarket card to cover 
the cost of their purchase. Teens 13 
years old and older can register their 
own teams. First, second, and third 
place prizes will be awarded, but every-
one wins because all food items will be 
donated to help those in need. 

Price Chopper and Big Y will host 
free pizza parties for registered teams 
following the sweeps race. So register 
your team today! 

Pre-registration is strongly sug-
gested to ensure that all who wish 
to participate will have a pre-paid 
supermarket card, although all who 
come out will be welcome on sweeps 
day. Call the Federation at 442-4360, 
ext. 10, or reach us via email at: jfb.
officemanager@verizon.net to tell us at 
which location you’ll be participating. 
To participate as a sponsor, call us to 
make a donation towards the pre-paid 
supermarket cards.

Price Chopper is located at 495 
Pittsfield Road in Lenox. The Big Y is 
located at 700 Main Street in Great 
Barrington.

PJ Library is a program of the 
Harold Grinspoon Foundation, and 
is supported locally by the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires, the 
Harold Grinspoon Foundation, and the 
Spitz-Tuchman Family Fund. The pro-
gram provides free monthly books and 
music with Jewish content to children 
ages 6 months through 8 years of age.
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Meir Panim is Israel’s premier food and social services charitable organi-
zation, “committed to providing both immediate and long-term relief to the 
impoverished – young and old alike – via a dynamic range of food and social 
service programs, all aimed at helping the needy with dignity and respect.” 
The organization wants donors to know that in Israel, hunger is real and 
poverty is real, but also that the results it achieves thanks to Federation 

dollars are real as well.
Recent statistics publicized by the National Insurance Institute of Israel 

show that 1.7 million Israelis experience food insecurity – among them 
children (2 of 5 live below the poverty line), unemployed adults, and elderly 
Holocaust survivors. Meir Panim fights the poverty crisis in Israel with a 
network of soup kitchens and food distribution programs, including:

“We do all that we can to provide assistance in 
a dignified and quiet way,” said Goldie Sternbuch, 
director of Overseas Relations for Meir Panim in 
an interview with Breaking Israel News. “For ex-
ample, with 186,700 elderly citizens living in Isra-
el without family or relatives to provide care, Meir 
Panim steps in to become their support system.”

In 2015, The Jewish Federation of the Berkshires provided over $150,000 to help care for Jews in need in Israel  

and overseas. A portion of those dollars went to support a worthy effort to combat hunger in Israel, a perhaps  

easy-to-overlook problem. Here is one story of how your generosity provides nutritious food to those who need it.

One Story – O  ne Life

Your Federation Dollars at Work
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Happy  
Thanksgiving!

Holiday Catering & Gift Cards Available

Great Barrington Bagel

Berkshire Jewish Voice  November 2015

karenclimo@gmail.com

10/30/15  1

Linking Young Jewish Women in Their  
Fight Against Breast Cancer

(866) 474-2774 
www.sharsheret.org

Food Relief Centers
6 restaurant-style soup 
kitchens serving over 
410,000 nutritious meals 
annually.

Food Shopping Cards
5,000 pre-paid debit cards 
issued to buy food staples 
at participating grocery 
stores.

Meals on Wheels 
Over 180,000 packaged 
meals delivered annually 
to the homebound,  
elderly, and disabled.

Challah for Shabbat
3,000 distributed each 
week to help provide a 
festive Shabbat meal.

Meals for Children
100,000 lunches  
distributed across  
Israel.

Israel Nutrition Center
Can produce up to 30,000 
meals daily, the largest 
facility of its type in the 
Middle East.

Create a Jewish Legacy Campaign
Please remember the Jewish Community in your will.
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Thank you to our supporters!
The Berkshire Jewish Voice extends a very special “thank you” for the 
generosity extended thus far by 116 households who have sent in their 
contributions for voluntary subscriptions to the paper.

Mail check payable to: 
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
196 South Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201
(Please add Berkshire Jewish Voice in the memo)

SEED WHAT YOU READ! BECOME A SUBSCRIBER TODAY!
Yes, I support the Berkshire Jewish Voice! Please accept my voluntary 
tax-deductible subscription contribution.

_____ $360 Mensch & Honorary Publisher 
(Supports color printing in one edition of the Voice)

_____ $108 Sponsor
_____ $72 Patron
_____ $36 Friend
_____ $18 Supporter    

Name to be listed: _____________________________________________
p I wish to remain anonymous

Anonymous (1)
Marion Adler
Sylvia Allan
Seymour Baer and Regina Karas
Barbara and Don Barron
Nan Bookless
Roselle and Alan Chartock
Adele Cukor
Stanley and Diana Feld
Pat and Jim Fingeroth
William and Lynn Foggle
Rabbi Everett and Mary Gendler
Jerry and Corinne Gorelick
Werner and Karen Gundersheimer
Bob Hall
Lily Harvitt
Suellen Havsy
Ken and Mimi Heyman
Arthur and Louise Hillman
Nick Hubacker and  

Maxine Wisbaum

Arlene and Harry Jaroslaw
Ellen Kenwood
Jeffrey Lazarus and Phyllis Cohen
Cecily Levine
Peter Levine and Ellen Croibier
Ruth Markovits
Bev and Gerry Nacheman
William and Elisabeth Nayor
Carol Noble
Harold and Arlene Potler
Allen and Ellen Rosenblatt
Deborah Roth
Michael Roth
Robin and Mark Salsberg
Sandy and Alan Samdperil
Harriet and Stu Schweitzer
Steven Schwinder and Jane Dystel
Judy Seaman
Martin Silver
Lauren Spitz
 

ANNUAL
CAMPAIGN
2016

YOUR
IMPACT
IS REAL

Jewish Federation of the Berkshires’ 
2016 Annual Campaign

GOAL $790,000

DOING  
 EXTRAORDINARY 
THINGS
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As my parents planted for me before I was born, so do I plant for those who come after me. – Talmud

Anonymous (9)
Ed Abrahams
Norman Avnet
Barbara Bashevkin
Robert Bashevkin
Linda J. L. Becker
Robert Berend
Shelley Berend
Helene Berke

Lawrence Berke
Lee & Sydelle Blatt
Betty Braun, of blessed memory
Cipora Brown
Barbara Cohen
Mark Cohen
Mimi Cohen
C. Jeffrey & Judith Cook
Gerry & Lynn Denmark
Jonathan & Lara Denmark
Sheila K. Donath
Melva Eidelberg
Monroe England, in memory of 

Monroe B. & Isabel England
Dr. Armand V. Feigenbaum,  

of blessed memory
Dr. Donald S. Feigenbaum,  

of blessed memory 
Steven Feiner
Diana & Stanley Feld

Stuart M. Fischman
Lynn & William Foggle
Elaine Friedman
Eiran Gazit
Jeffrey Goldwasser &  

Jonquil Wolfson
Jordan & Laura Green
Harold Grinspoon
Ellen Heffan
Ed Jaffe, of blessed memory
Elihu Katzman
Marilyn Katzman 
Dara Kaufman
Howard & Nancy Kaufman
Lawrence Klein
Sarah Klein
Arthur Kriger, of blessed 

memory
Fred & Brenda Landes
Beth Laster-Nathan

Andrew S. Levine
Toby H. Levine
Erna Lindner-Gilbert
Amy Lindner-Lesser
Helen Maislen
Ellen Masters
Stuart Masters
Estelle Miller
Robert Newman,  

of blessed memory
Ken & Fran Rubenstein
Stella Schecter
Arlene D. Schiff
Gary Schiff
Stephen & Deborah Schreier
Martin Silver
Sylvia Silverberg, in memory of 

Jerome Silverberg
Richard A. Simons & Marcie 

Greenfield Simons

Mark & Elisa Snowise
Harold Sparr, of blessed memory
Lisa Fletcher-Udel
Edward Udel
Michael & Joan Ury
Mark & Judy Usow
Henry & Beate Voremberg,  

of blessed memory
Alexandra Warshaw
Florence Wineberg,  

of blessed memory
Rabbi Deborah Zecher &  

Rabbi Dennis Ross 

Thank you to these individuals who through their gift to the Legacy Circle will ensure that 
the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires thrives long into the future. May your name be a 
Blessing, and may the example you set inspire others to create their own Jewish Legacy.

www.jewishberkshires.org
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Puppets Tell the Story of Nazi Looted Art 
NORTH ADAMS – Local the-
ater artist David Lane will 
bring an evening of puppetry 
and discussion to Congre-
gation Beth Israel in North 
Adams, Saturday, November 
5 at 7:30 p.m. The Chronicles 
of Rose is a puppet play which 
tells the story of Nazi plunder-
ing of art and artifacts during 
World War II. 

The Chronicles of Rose 
is the real-life story of Rose 
Valland, the curator of the Jeu 
de Paume Museum in Paris, 
which was commandeered by 
the Nazis during the occupa-
tion of France. Used as a kind 
of clearing house for stolen 
and appropriated Jewish art, 
the Jeu de Paume was a favor-
ite spot for upper echelon Nazi 
officers like Hermann Goering 
and Baron Kurt van Behr to 
gather, sip champagne, and 
review “new acquisitions.” 
Rose spoke fluent German, 
but kept this secret from 
the Nazis, and quickly built 
connections to the French 
Resistance. Her notes on the 
coming and going of stolen art 
would become crucial to repa-
triating efforts after the war. 

A panel discussion with 

the director, performers, and 
special guests will follow the 
45-minute performance. This 
event is free and open to the 
public. Congregation Beth 
Israel is at 53 Lois Street in 
North Adams. For reservations 
and more information, please 
call (413) 663-5830, or visit 
hwww.cbiweb.org and click on 
“events.”

The Chronicles of Rose is 
supported in part by a grant 
from the Jim Henson Foun-

dation. This presentation at 
Congregation Beth Israel is 
supported by the Massachu-
setts Cultural Council. 

David Lane is a theatre artist 
and teacher who lives in North 
Adams. He is the co-director 
of the New England Puppet In-
tensive, a 15-day workshop in 
puppetry arts held in William-
stown. For more information, 
visit www.NewEnglandPuppet.
org.

From The Chronicles of Rose
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Professor Alfred Ivry to 
Speak About Maimonides
GREAT BARRINGTON – On 
Saturday, November 12, 
Professor Alfred Ivry, author 
of the just-published Maimon-
ides’ Guide of the Perplexed: A 
Philosophical Guide, will pres-
ent a lecture about the Ram-
bam’s efforts to rationalize his 
religious beliefs philosophical-
ly. The talk will take place at 
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire 
at noon, following morning 
Shabbat services.

Skeptical of the proofs phi-
losophy offered, Maimonides 
nevertheless adhered to the 
general scientific structures of 
his day, including belief in an 
impersonal unchanging deity 
whose will governs the world 
in a seemingly personal man-
ner. Maimonides will be seen 
as torn between these conflict-
ing images, even as it will be 
shown that he is ambivalent in 
his attitude towards the bibli-
cal text, treating it both liter-
ally and metaphorically. Other 
issues Dr. Ivry will discuss 
include Maimonides’ attitude 
towards creation, prophecy, 
evil, and immortality.

In a review, Seymour 
Feldman of Rutgers University 
wrote about Dr. Ivry’s book: 
“A major contribution. Ivry 
has given us the first complete 
commentary of Maimonides’ 
Guide of the Perplexed since 
the Middle Ages. His exposi-
tion masterfully situates the 
Guide in its proper historical 
context and his philosophical 

analysis critically addresses 
the issues that it provokes. 
Readers of the commentary 
will profit from his close ex-
amination of the text and will 
be stimulated by the philo-
sophical questions that he 
puts to Maimonides. It is truly 
a guide to the Guide of the 
Perplexed.” 

Alfred Ivry is a Professor 
Emeritus at NYU, and taught 
Jewish and Islamic philoso-
phy there for twenty years. He 
previously taught at Brandeis 
University for thirteen years. 
Professor Ivry is a member of 
The Berkshire Minyan.

All are welcome. Hevreh 
Shabbat service begins at 
10 a.m. and the Berkshire 
Minyan service, held in the 
Hevreh library, begins at 9:30 
a.m. Hevreh is located at 270 
State Road in Great Bar-
rington.

Massachusetts Trade Mission to Engage  
Israeli Cybersecurity, E-Health Companies
BOSTON – This fall, the administration of 
Massachusetts Governor Charlie Baker is part-
nering with the New England Israel Business 
Council (NEIBC) with the support of Combined 
Jewish Philanthropies (CJP) for a one-week 
overseas trade mission to engage with com-
panies in Israel’s e-health and cyber security 
sectors. Roughly 40 private sector partners will 
join roughly 12 members of the administration 
(including support staff) on the December 9-14 
mission.

“Massachusetts is one of the most innovative 
states in the country,” said mission director 
Mike Vallarelli, Deputy Chief of Staff, Gover-
nor’s Office. “The Baker Administration believes 
that Massachusetts can become a more attrac-
tive option for expanding businesses in these 
promising sectors, but we must work hard 
to attract them. Massachusetts has a great 
story to tell –the commonwealth has top talent 
thanks to our universities, a venture capital 
sector as strong as anywhere else in the U.S., 
and strong potential customers and acquirers 
for emerging technology companies. 

“These young Israeli businesses contribut-
ed almost 4% of the commonwealth’s GDP in 
2015. Today, Israel’s e-health and cyber securi-
ty sectors are global leaders and the Baker ad-
ministration is ready to compete for the quality 
jobs and economic development opportunities 
this unique international partner represents.”

The cybersecurity field is a promising driver 
of economic development as a tech 
segment on its own, with a community 
of employers that runs from innovative 
startups to large firms like Raytheon 
and Akamai. Israel is a global leader in 
cybersecurity. The Israeli government 
has invested heavily in cybersecurity in-
frastructure since the internet’s infancy, 
as part of the country’s larger national 
defense efforts. As a result, Israel has 
deep capacity in cybersecurity, in both 
research and development, and com-
mercial capability. 

In January 2016, Governor Baker 
announced a comprehensive public-pri-
vate initiative aimed at making Massa-
chusetts the national leader in digital 
health. The administration feels Massa-
chusetts is in a unique position to cap-
italize on the technological convergence 
trends that are creating digital health. 
A strong cybersecurity underpinning is 
necessary for digital health to reach its 
potential. 

Strong connections already exist between 
the Massachusetts innovation economy, and 
Israel’s tech economy. There are over 200 Israe-
li-founded businesses in greater Boston, gen-
erating $9.3B in revenues in 2015, and there 
has historically been a strong 
pipeline of Israeli startups that 
get acquired by Massachu-
setts-headquartered firms. 

From the Administration’s 
press statement about its 
goals: “Significant business de-
velopment opportunities exist 
because Israeli companies are 
forced to grow to scale out-
side the Mideast. Israeli tech 
companies do not have foreign 
customers in the country’s 
region, and Israel’s popula-
tion size means Israeli tech 
companies often need to grow 
to scale outside the country’s 
borders. Massachusetts has 
the workforce talent, customer 
base, and tech finance base 
that make this a natural base 
for Israeli companies to grow 
to scale globally.”

Knesset Israel
16 Colt Road, Pittsfield
ONGOING MINYANS
Sunday 8:45 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
Tuesday 7 p.m.
Friday 7 a.m. and 5:45 p.m.
Saturday 9:30 a.m. and evenings 
 approximately 30 minutes before 

sunset

CANDLE-LIGHTING 
Note – For holiday candle lighting 
times, please see page 12.

November 4 ......................5:23 p.m.
November 11 ....................4:15 p.m.
November 18 ....................4:09 p.m.
November 25 ....................4:05 p.m.
December 2 .......................4:02 p.m.
December 9 .......................4:02 p.m.
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Washington Institute Experts Shed Light on Israeli/Palestinian Conflict at 
Federation’s 2016 Middle East Update
Makovsky and al-Omari interviewed by Williams College student journalist, Henry Lu 

WILLIAMSTOWN & LENOX 
– Nearly 250 people in Lenox 
and 75 at Williams College (a 
third of them students) showed 
up on September 18 to hear 
David Makovsky and Ghaith 
al-Omari, Washington Institute 
of Near East Policy experts, dis-
cuss the opportunities to move 
the Israeli/Palestinian peace 
process incrementally forward.

Both al-Omari and Ma-
kovsky stressed the impor-
tance of educating a younger 
generation in the Middle East 
and around the world, which 
has only seen overtures at 
ending the conflict fail, about 
the potential paths to peace. 
In an interview with Henry 
Lu, a Williams College student 
and managing editor at the 
Fox & Hedgehog website, they 
explored the impact of the re-
gional changes they addressed 
in their Federation-sponsored 
program. 

David Makovsky, you worked 
on Secretary Kerry’s 2013-
2014 Israeli-Palestinian 
negotiations. If Hillary 
Clinton is elected, what kind 
of differences might you 
see in her administration’s 
approach compared to that 
of President Obama?

David Makovsky (M): On 
one hand, it’s hard to gauge 
with certainty. This is a region 
that has a lot of issues: the 
war in Syria, the war with 

ISIS, all the problems of Iraq, 
Yemen, and Libya. It’s hard 
for me to imagine that you will 
dive into this by doing anoth-
er Camp David, go for broke, 
summit. I tend to think she 
will want to see what is possi-
ble to move this conflict along, 
to maintain the viability of a 
two-state solution, even if she 
doesn’t go for broke in trying 
to do a high stakes summit. 
I think it’s more caution, but 
I don’t think she will give up 
on this issue. She will look for 
what maintains the viability of 
two states now, so I do think 
she is going to engage on this 
issue but not in a go for broke 
kind of way.

Ghaith al-Omari, you worked 
in the Camp David nego-
tiations that Bill Clinton 
held in 2000. Interestingly 
enough, Jeffrey Goldberg 
from The Atlantic recently 
speculated that perhaps Bill 
Clinton could come back to 
have second chance at the 
peace process in a Hillary 
Clinton administration. In 
the event of a Hillary Clin-
ton presidency, what early 
moves would you hope to 
see from her administra-
tion?

Ghaith al-Omari (O): To 
be honest, I would like her 
not to rush into a big peace 
process 
before 

things are ready on the 
ground. I don’t want to see 
an envoy, I don’t want to see 
a summit, I don’t want to see 
any of these things. I want 
the administration to focus 
on practical things on the 
ground that are achievable 
and that can shift the public 
mood of both Palestinians 
and Israelis to get to a point 
where we could have big 
diplomacy. Don’t rush into 
a big diplomacy, but at the 
same time do not abandon 
the issue. Find the happy 
medium at which progress 
can be made, given what is 
possible today.

David Makovsky, you men-
tioned that Syria, ISIS, and 
other issues have taken the 
center stage in the Middle 
East. How did that impact 
the 2013-2014 negotiations, 
and how might it impact the 
peace process now?

M: The ISIS issue really 
shot to prominence more in 
the summer of 2013 with the 
beheadings of journalists and 
things like that. It was not 
really a factor in our talks at 
all. The Secretary of State was 
very determined, he wanted 
support from the president to 
move it forward. I would argue 
that on one hand the regional 
dynamic did not crowd out 

David Makovsky with Barbara Lafer

this issue at all, but I do think 
it had an impact certainly on 
the way that Israel looked at 
security issues. Ever since the 
2011 Arab Spring and back-
lash, with a sense that the 
tectonic plates in the Middle 
East were shifting, that this 
was a volcanic area, certainly 
the idea for Israel of removing 
its soldiers was a leap into the 
unknown at a time when the 
region is unstable. Taken as a 
whole, the ISIS issue had an 
impact: I don’t think it crowd-

ed out the Palestinian issue, 
which rose and fell in that re-
gards on its own, but certainly 
the uncertainty over the direc-
tion of the region, the greater 
instability, greater insecurity, 
was a factor in Israel saying 
don’t pull out Israeli security 
amid heightened turbulence.

The Iran nuclear deal 
brought major changes to 
the regional landscape. 
Some argue that it is stalling 
rebuilding efforts in Gaza, 

while others say it is 
bringing the Arabs and 
Israelis closer together. 
On the whole, what is 
the impact of the Iran 
nuclear deal on the 
peace process?

O: First of all, the deal 
itself undeniably has 
pushed back the Iranian’s 
ability to have a nuclear 
weapon by a significant 
amount. Yet a number of 
things in the deal made 

MID-EAST UPDATE,  
continued on page 13
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the regional situation more 
complicated. One, the U.S. 
traditional allies, the Gulf 
Arab states and Israel, felt 
that this was a deal that was 
done behind their backs, and 
felt almost betrayed. But also 
after the deal, Iran has started 
playing a very aggressive role 
in the region. They are in-
volved in the Syrian war, Iraq 
for all intents and purposes, 
Yemen, Bahrain, eastern Sau-
di Arabia. It created a sense 
of urgency to deal with the 
Iranian issue and a sense of 
almost loss of trust in the U.S. 
administration. I think—and 
here Makovsky and I dis-
agree—I think that did com-
plicate the work of Secretary 
Kerry and his team because 
the region was not as willing to 
invest and come on board as 

they were after the liberation 
of Kuwait or after the Iraq War.

The Iran nuclear deal, some 
argue, pressured President 
Obama into signing a $38 
billion aid package to Israel, 
which is the biggest military 
assistance package given in 
U.S. history. How would one 
justify the payment of such 
a large sum?

M: The overall deal is really 
not much more than what 
already exists. The number is 
taking the current level, and 
the amount of support that 
goes to missile defense pro-
grams. Until now, it was just 
U.S. aid, and the missile de-
fense was outside the package. 
Now, it’s one plus one equals 
two, so when you weave it to-
gether the sums are really not 

The audience in Lenox 

a major increase.
However, I would argue it is 

still, by comparison with other 
countries, huge. It’s a signal 
of the United States to the 
region, to Israel’s enemies, of 
deterrence. There’s no patron 
of Hezbollah that’s going to 
commit $30 billion in advance 
over ten years. It’s a sign: 
Don’t misread the friction 
between the U.S. and Israel 
over the Iran deal, over settle-
ments. At the core, the U.S. 
remains committed to Israel’s 
long-term security…For Israel, 
it was very important that it 
be done during the watch of 
Barack Obama because of 
concerns that bipartisanship 
on Israel was fraying. I think 
Obama wanted to get this 
done now as part of his legacy 
and he thought Hillary Clinton 
would like this off her table. 
So both sides wanted this 
done now, each for their own 
reasons.

United Nations Secre-
tary-General Ban Ki-Moon 
warned that a “one-state 
reality” is threatening to re-
place a “two-state solution.” 
Are you worried about this 
and what advice would you 
give to both sides to avoid 
such an outcome?

O: I’m definitely worried 
about the collapse of a two-
state paradigm. Not because 
of a factual change on the 
ground—I think if you look at 
maps, if you look concretely, a 
two-state solution is still pos-
sible. What is disappearing is 
the public belief in a two-state 

MID-EAST UPDATE, continued from page 12

Federation Family Fun with Mama Doni
GREAT BARRINGTON – More than 150 people showed up at Hevreh of Southern Berkshire on  
September 11 to enjoy a rousing show by Mama Doni. The concert of upbeat Jewish children’s music  
was co-sponsored by the Federation and PJ Library. Diapers and baby wipes were also collected for the  
Berkshire Community Diaper Project.

Federation’s Susan Frisch 
Lehrer (center) with Berkshire 
Community Diaper Project 
board members Marcie Gaul 
(left) and Claire Rosenberg.

Rockin’ with Mama Doni at Hevreh

We’re Perfecting the Art of Superior Care. 

It’s all included at PineHill.

235 Walker Street
Lenox, MA 01240
413-637-7000
www.kimballfarms.org

At PineHill, the only surprises we believe in are surprise
birthday celebrations, surprise outings, and our chef’s surprise
desserts. Our residents enjoy an all-inclusive service fee,
covering the services you need, for one predictable price. 

Compare Our Care – Discover all that’s included at
PineHill: 

Call today to discover the value of All-Inclusive
Assisted Living. 

• Personal Care, plus extra
care when needed

• Medication management
• Three flavorful,

nutritious meals daily

• Transportation,
housekeeping, and
laundry

• Activity programs, fitness
center, and much more
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solution. There is a need in my 
opinion to reignite the public’s 
faith that a two-state solution 
is possible, and in this sense 
actions speak louder than 
words. We need to see action 
from the Palestinians and the 
Israelis, even if it is small, to 
show that they are committed 
to a two-state solution.

I would add, though, that 
if a two-state solution collaps-
es, we would not end up with 
one state. We’re going to end 
up with ongoing conflict. At 
the end of the day, Israel has 
one reason to exist: to be the 
homeland of the Jewish peo-
ple. The Palestinian national 
movement has one reason to 
exist: to create a state for the 
Palestinians. The two national 
identities, in my view, cannot 
co-exist in one state, because 
each wants a state of its own. 
If you force them into one 
state, you are creating perpet-
ual conflict. 

M: A thousand percent 
right.

David Makovsky, what 
actions do you hope to see 
from both sides to promote a 
two-state solution?

M: Using a baseball anal-
ogy, we need singles and 
doubles. You cannot solve all 

the five mega-issues (borders, 
security, Jerusalem, refugees, 
mutual recognition), but you 
can show the publics that are 
disbelieving on both sides that 
you are at least moving toward 
each other. That means, on 
the Israeli side, within 92 per-
cent of the West Bank (beyond 
the barrier), you announce 
you’re not going to settle any-
more, you’re not going to make 
claims on it anymore, and you 
synchronize your settlement 
policy and your two-state pol-
icy. You’re not going to build 
in areas that you don’t believe 
will be Israeli. On the Pales-
tinian side, also demonstrate 
that you’re a partner, that you 
want grassroots peace groups 
to meet, that you don’t want 
to give money to families of 
suicide bombers. The goal is 
co-existence; you therefore 
don’t want incitement. So 
there are ways here that you 
can demonstrate a direction. 

Henry Lu is a sophomore at 
Williams College and plans to 
major in political science and 
economics. He is co-founder of 
the Williams Journal of Foreign 
Affairs, a semesterly publica-
tion of international relations 
and foreign policy. He was 
raised in Toronto.

Ghaith al-Omari
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Opportunities to Learn at 
Hevreh this Fall
GREAT BARRINGTON – This 
fall, Hevreh of Southern Berk-
shire will offer two more op-
portunities to learn and share 
insights and experiences.

Parenting Book Club
On Sunday, November 13 

at 10:30 a.m., join Rabbi Jodie 
Gordon and other parents 
for the Parenting Book Club. 
Learn useful tips, tricks, and 
strategies from writer Marjorie 
Ingall and other parents alike. 
This session will be helpful 
for both new and experienced 
parents of growing children. 
The featured book will be 
Mamaleh Knows Best: What 
Jewish Mothers Do to Raise 
Successful, Creative, Empathet-
ic, Independent Children.

Writes New York Times 
bestselling author Gayle For-
man: “Marjorie Ingall is such a 
winning writer that as you tear 
through her laugh-out-loud, 
warm-hearted book, you might 
not notice the deep wisdom it 
delivers — not just on how to 
raise a mensch, but how to be 
one.”

Shabbat Morning Study 
A new regular opportuni-

ty for learning with Hevreh’s 
rabbis continues Saturdays  
at 8:45 a.m. Every Shabbat 
morning, gather in Rabbi 
Hirsch’s study and dive into 
the less-often read books 
of the Bible, beginning with 
the Book of Psalms. All are 
welcome to begin the day with 

coffee while studying and 
relaxing on Shabbat. Sessions 
will be between 45 and 60 
minutes. Please be in touch 
with Rabbi Hirsch for further 
information: nhirsch@hevreh.
org.

Also At Hevreh – For the  
Littlest Learners, There’s Tot 
Shabbat 
On Saturday, November 19 at 
9 a.m., head over to Hevreh for 
a lively celebration of Shabbat. 
Participants will sing, dance, 
share blessings, make a spe-
cial craft, and enjoy a Shabbat 
snack. Join Rabbi Gordon, 
Rabbi Hirsch, and Max the 
Songleader for a morning that 
will have you singing and 
dancing your way through the 
day! 

All are welcome. Hevreh is 
located at 270 State Road in 
Great Barrington.

Army Veteran to Share His Story of  
Escaping the Holocaust at Shabbat Lunch 
and Learn 
PITTSFIELD – On Saturday, 
November 12 during Shabbat 
services at Knesset Israel, 
Bernd Brecher will detail his 
experiences connected with 
the Holocaust, and also share 
recollections of his service in 
the US Army, in a talk titled 
“Damn the Holocaust and Full 
Speed Ahead!” From his birth 
in Germany and arrival in the 
US in 1940 at age 8, Brecher 
has applied his constructive 
energies in the spirit of tikkun 
olam, healing the world. 

In his own words, Bernd 
Brecher states the impor-
tance of the story of a life like 
his: “Bearing witness to the 
Holocaust after the death of 
Elie Wiesel is the historical, 
moral, and human responsi-
bility of every Jew who ‘was 
there,’ albeit not personally in 
the camps. As a survivor, so 
designated by the Holocaust 
Museum in Washington, DC, 
I have the obligation to share, 
with all the generations I can 
reach, my life and experiences 

in Europe before my arrival 
and survival in America.”

As an American, Bernd 
has been a strategic planner, 
a consultant to and adminis-
trator of not-for-profit institu-
tions around the world. From 
his days at Columbia Univer-
sity, he has been a leader in 
community and educational 
organizations, and has ad-
vised, among others, the 
Museum of Jewish Heritage 
in NYC, Solomon Schechter 
Schools, and the World Scouts 
in Geneva. He also admin-
istered a nationwide capital 
campaign for Tuskegee Insti-
tute (Alabama). He was vice 
president of Hamilton College 
and recently taught a work-
shop at Berkshire Community 
College. He was awarded the 
Genesis Award as the founder 
of the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion. The Brechers reside in 
Bronxville and Becket and 
have three children and seven 
grandchildren.

At the lunch and learn after 

the Shabbat service (starting 
approximately 12:30 p.m.), 
attendees will hear details of 
a unique life that emerged 
after childhood tragedy. All are 
welcome to attend the Knesset 
Israel Shabbat service, begin-
ning at 9:30 a.m., and the kid-
dush lunch that follows, but 
reservations for lunch must 
be called in by November 9 at 
(413) 445-4872, ext. 10. The 
cost of lunch has been cov-
ered by generous anonymous 
donors.

Bernd Brecher

“The History of Jews in Small Town New 
England,” at the Sandisfield Arts Center
SANDISFIELD – Michael 
Hoberman, professor of 
American literature at Fitch-
burg State University and the 
author of three books and sev-
eral scholarly articles on New 
England folklore and early 
Jewish American history, will 
speak on the history of Jews 
in small-town New England 
on Saturday, November 12 at 
11 a.m. at the Sandisfield Arts 
Center.

The talk will be based in 
large part on the oral histo-
ry research for Hoberman’s 
book How Strange It Seems 
(UMASS Press, 2008). He will 
discuss the history of Jewish 
families who came to little 
towns throughout Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, western 
Massachusetts, and Connecti-
cut—their work as traveling 
peddlers, their agricultural 
endeavors, and their partici-
pation in Jewish religious and 
cultural life.  

Hoberman plans to give 
specific attention to what he 
learned in the course of 
researching Jewish farming 
communities that were cen-
tered around Sandisfield.  He 
will also devote some attention 
to his more recent book, New 
Israel/New England: Jews 
and Puritans in Early America 
(UMASS Press, 2011), which 
explores the relationship 
between Jews and Puritans in 
the colonial and Revolutionary 
War period.

Michael Hoberman has 
published articles in Early 

The Sandisfield Arts Center, formerly Sons of Abraham Synagogue
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American Studies, Studies in 
American Jewish Literature, 
American Jewish History, and 
several other scholarly jour-
nals. He was Fulbright Senior 
Scholar in American Studies 
at Utrecht University in the 
Netherlands in 2010 and was 
a recipient of the Sid and Ruth 
Lapidus Fellowship at the 
American Jewish Historical 
Society in 2014–2015. He is 
currently working on a book 
entitled A Hundred Acres of 
America: The Geography of 
Jewish American Literary His-
tory, which will be published 
by Rutgers University Press. 

The group recording the 
history of the Jewish commu-
nity in Sandisfield between the 
late 1800s and late 1900s was 
formed following the farming 
articles in the April/May 2016 
BJV, which served as the cata-
lyst and inspiration needed to 
form a committee to work on 
the book with a working title 
of A Century of Jewish Life in 
Sandisfield.

The Sandisfield Arts Center 
is located at Route 57 and 
Hammertown Road and was 
originally built by a Baptist 

Michael Hoberman

congregation in 1839. Sev-
enty-nine years later, the 
Sons of Abraham arrived and 
reconstituted the edifice as an 
orthodox Jewish synagogue. In 
1995, following major renova-
tions to the structure (listed 
on the National Register of 
Historic Places), it re-opened 
as a nonprofit arts center 
offering a vibrant program of 
events.

For information: www.
SandisfieldArtsCenter.org 

“Another Openin’, Another 
Show” – Berkshira Choral 
Concert on November 20
GREAT BARRINGTON – On 
Sunday, November 20, at 
3 p.m., Berkshira will perform 
a choral concert titled “Anoth-
er Openin’, Another Show.” 
This program at Hevreh of 
Southern Berkshires is the 
9th annual concert of songs 
presented by this community 
chorus directed by national-
ly-recognized choral director 
Arlene Symons.

Berkshira offers a lively 
program of music ranging from 
show tunes from the American 
Songbook to international folk 
songs to top-40 hits from the 
70s and 80s. The songs, with 
accompaniment by Arlene 
Symons on the piano and Da-
vid Fields on drums, typically 
make the audience laugh and 
cry, tap their toes and snap 
their fingers, says Symons. 
“Our singers are members 
of the local community who 
love to sing and occasionally 
put on a little shtick, love to 
rehearse almost as much as 
they love to perform. We’re a 
supportive, upbeat group with 
lots of energy!”

Arlene Symons is a pia-
nist and singer known for her 
sensitive renditions of Yiddish 
songs; she regularly plays at 
services at Hevreh. An early 
leader of intergenerational 
choruses, she won an Acade-
my Award for a documentary 
called Close Harmony, about a 
chorus of school children and 
senior citizens learning about 
and from each other as they 
prepare for a concert. Berk-
shira – a pun on the Hebrew 
word for music, “shira” – was 
created by Symons and other 
members of Hevreh in 2008. 
Debuting at Canyon Ranch, 
the group has performed lo-
cally and in Boston, as well as 
annually at Hevreh.

Tickets for the concert, 
which includes a reception 
afterward, are $12 in advance 
at Hevreh and $15 at the door, 
and $5 for children under 16. 
Advance reservations are rec-
ommended. Please call Hevreh 
at (413) 528-6378

Hevreh is located at 270 
State Road in Great Barrington

INCLUDES A CALENDAR OF PROGRAMS AND EVENTS

SPONSORED BY THE BERKSHIRE JEWISH COMMUNITY

Check out our website!
www.jewishberkshires.org
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LOCAL NEWS

TAA’s 11th Annual Community Crib and 
Winter Shabbat Dinner 
PITTSFIELD – Temple Anshe 
Amunim will hold its an-
nual Community Crib and 
Winter Shabbat Dinner on 
Friday, December 16. The 
evening will begin at 5:30 
p.m. with a Shabbat service 
led by the Religious School 
and YACHAD Youth Group. 
This family-friendly service 
will celebrate light amidst the 
darkness, and will feature mu-
sic from the choir under the 
direction of Dr. Alan Gold. A 

latke dinner will follow in the 
Temple social hall. 

In conjunction with the 
event, the YACHAD Youth 
Group will be collecting new 
clothing, books, toys, baby 
formula, diapers and other 
new items for children aged 6 
months through 18 years old 
for donation to local charities. 
Members of the community 
will also be able to sponsor 
a teen for the holidays. All 
presents will be labeled and 

distributed by members of 
the Temple community and 
YACHAD to the Christian 
Center.

Reservations for the dinner 
are required and should be 
made before December 14 
by calling the Temple Anshe 
Amunim office at (413) 442-
5910 or emailing TempleOf-
fice@AnsheAmunim.org . The 
cost of the dinner is $18 for 
adults, $8 for children, and a 
maximum of $36 for families. 

Second Iteration of Artist’s Torah Project to 
Premiere at KI on November 13
PITTSFIELD – The Artist’s 
Torah began at Knesset Israel 
in the fall of 2014, a project 
that inspired new work by 15 
artists, among them paint-
ers, sculptors, fabric craft-
ers, poets, paper folders and 
photographers more. After 
two sessions of Torah study 
sessions of Genesis I and its 
narration of creation led by 
Rabbi David Weiner and artist 
Wendy Rabinowitz, the artists 
took several months at their 
own paces and respective me-
diums to work, efforts resulted 
in a successful exhibit the 
following June. 

The second round of the 
inspiring program began in 
the fall of 2015.  Another 
group of artistically-inclined 
participants met and studied 
with Rabbi Weiner and artist 
Amy Taylor. The Biblical text 
differed significantly from the 
itemized steps of creation that 
could be represented visually 
with relative ease. This group 
grappled with the Exodus pas-
sage starting from the moment 
Moses is confronted by the 
enigmatic flaming bush that 
was not destroyed by its own 
fire. The passage is followed 
by the call of God to Moses to 
take on the task of rescuing 
the Hebrew slaves from Egypt. 
Their dialogue is revealing 
after Moses cries, “Who am 
I…?” He expresses enormous 
self-doubt when being drafted 
suddenly for what was sure 
to be a challenge against the 
prodigious powers of Pharaoh. 
Communication ends after 
God answers several self-ef-
facing objections of Moses, 
concluding with an abrupt, 
“Now go, and I will be with you 
as you speak and will instruct 
you what to say.” 

Working on last year’s Artist’s Torah project

In their two study sessions 
last fall, the artists explored 
the kinds of resistance individ-
uals construct for themselves, 
as well as personal reactions 
to stretching into areas that 
test the innermost self. How 
can a group of artists impact 
the Berkshire community? 
Are there ways to move out 
of comfort zones with sub-
ject matter and art mediums 
to reach beyond self-limiting 
expectations? This year’s 
artists, including Joel Curran, 
Jane Rosen, Paul Green, Merle 
Ferber, Myrna Hammerling, 
Patti Lipman, Regina Mason 

and several others, grapple 
with themselves as well as the 
Torah. 

You can experience the 
results on Sunday after-
noon, November 13 from 4 to 
5:30 p.m. at Knesset Israel, 
16 Colt Road, Pittsfield. There 
will be visitors from Youth 
Alive! and the Knesset Israel 
Hebrew School participating in 
movement and music. Artists 
will describe their creative 
processes and their personal 
interpretations of this section 
of Torah. Light refreshments 
will be served after the exhibit. 
There is no admission charge.

Jewish Farming Exhibit –  
“A Chance for Land and 
Fresh Air”
SHARON, CT – 
The Sharon His-
torical Society 
examines local 
Jewish farming 
in its new exhib-
it, “A Chance for 
Land and Fresh 
Air: Russian 
Jewish Immi-
grants in Sharon 
and Amenia, 
1907-1940.” The 
exhibit will be 
on view through 
March at 18 
Main Street in 
Sharon, CT, lo-
cated just south 
of Sheffield, MA 
off Route 7.

“A Chance 
for Fresh Air” 
covers three 
rooms at the 
Sharon Histori-
cal Society. The 
exhibit begins with the Rus-
sian pogroms that, starting in 
the last decades of the 19th 
century, prompted the flight 
of hundreds of thousands of 
Jews, most of whom settled in 
New York City. It describes the 
crowding and unsanitary con-
ditions of Manhattan’s Lower 
East Side, and the mortgage 
assistance provided by Baron 
de Hirsch’s Jewish Agricultur-
al and Industrial Aid Soci-
ety, which enabled the new 
immigrants to leave the City 
and purchase their own land 
– forbidden to Jews in Russia 
– and become farmers.

Beginning in 1907, around 
30 Jewish families settled 
in the Ellsworth hills above 
Sharon. But the hills were 
isolated, and the stony soil 
difficult for dairy farming. In 
the 1920s, as their children 
reached high school age, 
most of the immigrants began 
moving to Amenia, where the 
school was more welcoming. 
For the next decades, they ran 
kosher boarding houses and 
small hotels, building their 
own temple, Beth David, and 
transforming Amenia into a 
busy Jewish resort.  

The exhibit highlights half 
a dozen families whose de-
scendants continue to live and 
farm in the area, including 
the Gorkofskys, Osofskys, and 
Paleys.

Marge Smith, Sharon His-

torical Society Curator, has 
been instrumental in design-
ing the exhibit. Attendees of 
the Federation’s Connecting 
With Community programs 
will be familiar with novelist 
Carol Ascher (A Call From 
Spooner Street), who is guest 
curator of the exhibit and 
lives in the Ellsworth hills. 
She came upon the history of 
the Ellsworth Jews when she 
heard of a couple of Jewish 
farmers who had lived in 
her area. She examined the 
town’s land records, which, 
in turn, led her to archives at 
the Center for Jewish Histo-
ry in Manhattan, and back 
to Sharon and Amenia, to 
conduct interviews and collect 
family photographs, and other 
documents. 

Joel Osofsky, whose grand-
father settled in Ellsworth in 
1907, has assisted with pho-
tographic reproduction and 
mounting. 

“A Chance for Fresh Air” is 
supported by generous grants 
from the Wassermann-Streit 
Y’DIYAH Memorial Fund and 
the Connecticut Humanities 
Fund. 

For more information, 
please contact Marge Smith, 
Curator, at curator@sharon-
hist.org or at (860) 364-5688; 
or Carol Ascher at ascher.
carol@gmail.com. For more on 
Carol’s November 14 Connect-
ing With Community Program, 
see page 6.

Harry Marcus with horse on his Connecticut 
farm
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NOVEMBER

Tuesday, 1 ..................... Algerian lamb stew with prunes**#, 
Israeli couscous, baby carrots, salad, pumpernickel bread, 
apricots, and tea.

Thursday, 3 ................. 10:45a.m., Reading with author and 
editor of Berkshire Jewish Voice, Albert Stern. Lunch: Vegeta-
ble lasagna, zucchini rice soup, beets, salad, rolls, pears, 
coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.

Monday, 7................... 10:45a.m., “The Process of Aging” with 
therapist, Maggie Bittman. Various programs will be planned 
for each month. Lunch: Meat loaf**#, grain and bean soup, 
mashed potatoes, peas & carrots, marble rye bread, ap-
plesauce and tea.

Tuesday, 8 ...................  Persian chicken#, salad, chef’s 
choice of bread, walnut cake, and tea.

Thursday, 10 ............... 10:45a.m., “Silver Wellness Series and 
Nutrition for Seniors” with Thea Basis.  Lunch: Fresh fish**, 
mushroom soup, broccoli, baby carrots, Challah, chocolate 
pudding, coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.

Monday, 14 ................ 10:45a.m., “A Chance for Land and 
Fresh Air: Russian Jewish Immigrants” with Carol Ascher, guest 
curator of the Sharon Historical Society. Lunch: Chili con 
Carne**#, salad, brown rice, corn bread, peaches, and tea.

Tuesday, 15 .................  Meat meal TBA

Thursday, 17 ............... 10:45a.m., “Wit and Wisdom of Jewish 
Humor” with Dick Macht, PhD. Lunch: Roast turkey**#, 
squash soup, mashed potatoes, peas & pearl onions, cran-
berry sauce, salad, Challah, apple dumplings, and tea.

Monday, 21 ................ 10:45a.m., Film screening of “Broadway 
Musicals: A Jewish Legacy.” Screening before lunch from 10:45 
to 11:45 and continue after lunch at 12:45. Lunch: Sweet 
and sour meatballs**#, noodle soup, baby carrots, green 
beans, rice, rolls, fruit cocktail, and tea.

Tuesday, 22 .................  Chicken with sundried tomatoes 
and artichokes, rice pilaf, broccoli, salad, chef’s choice of 
bread, fruit, and tea.

Thursday, 24 ...............  Closed for Thanksgiving

Monday, 28 ................ 10:15a.m., “A Matter of Balance” with 
community health worker, Denise A. Graves. This is the 1st in an 
8 part series in coordination with Prevention and Wellness Trust 
Fund and Berkshire Partnership for Health. Note earlier time. 
Call 413-445-9232 to register. Lunch: Fish chowder, grilled 
cheese sandwiches, stewed tomatoes, whole wheat 
bread, peaches & gingersnaps, coffee, tea, and milk for 

coffee.

Tuesday, 29 ................  Salisbury steak**#, salad, noodles 
with mushrooms & onions, asparagus cuts & tips, apple-
sauce, and tea.

DECEMBER

Thursday, 1 ................ 10:15a.m., “A Matter of Balance” with 
community health worker, Denise A. Graves. This is the 2nd in 
an 8 part series in coordination with Prevention and Wellness 
Trust Fund and Berkshire Partnership for Health. Note earlier 
time. Call 413-445-9232 to register. Lunch: Roasted chick-
en**#, vegetable soup, rice pilaf, broccoli, salad, rye 
bread, apricots, and tea.

Monday, 5 .................. 10:15a.m., “A Matter of Balance” with 
community health worker, Denise A. Graves. This is the 3rd in 
an 8 part series in coordination with Prevention and Wellness 
Trust Fund and Berkshire Partnership for Health. Note earlier 
time. Call 413-445-9232 to register. Lunch: Meat loaf**#, 
chicken soup, peas & carrots, mashed potatoes, farmer’s 
loaf, mandarin oranges, and tea.

Tuesday, 6 ..................  Veal stew**#, salad, noodles, Ital-
ian bread, chocolate chocolate chip cake, and tea.

Thursday, 8 ................ 10:15a.m., “A Matter of Balance” with 
community health worker, Denise A. Graves. This is the 4th in 
an 8 part series in coordination with Prevention and Wellness 
Trust Fund and Berkshire Partnership for Health. Note earli-
er time. Call 413-445-9232 to register.  Lunch: Fish sticks, 
mushroom soup, oven roasted Brussel sprouts, sweet 
potato fries, scones, pudding, coffee, tea, and milk for 
coffee.

Monday, 12 ................ 10:15a.m., “A Matter of Balance” with 
community health worker, Denise A. Graves. This is the 5th in 
an 8 part series in coordination with Prevention and Wellness 
Trust Fund and Berkshire Partnership for Health. Note earlier 
time. Call 413-445-9232 to register. Lunch: Whole wheat 
spaghetti & meat sauce#, salad, green beans, whole 
wheat bread, walnuts cake, and tea.

Tuesday, 13 ................  Hot dogs & beans**#, salad, hot 
dog rolls, brownies, and tea.

Thursday, 15 .............. 10:15 a.m., “A Matter of Balance” 
with community health worker, Denise A. Graves. This is the 
6th in an 8 part series in coordination with Prevention and 
Wellness Trust Fund and Berkshire Partnership for Health. Note 
earlier time. Call 413-445-9232 to register. Lunch: Dairy 
leftovers, vegetable soup, salad, scones, cookies, coffee, 
tea, and milk for coffee.

Programs take place Mondays and Thursdays at 10:45 a.m. Lunch is served Monday and Thursday  
at 12 p.m, through September 3. Tuesday lunch resumes on September 8.  
Venue:  Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Rd, Pittsfield, MA.

Programs take place Mondays and Thursdays at 10:45 a.m. Lunch is served Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Thursdays at noon. 
Venue: Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Rd, Pittsfield, MA.

Like us on  
Facebook:

• Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires

• PJ Library  
Berkshire County
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OBITUARIES

Allan Donald Shapiro, 93, 
worked at family busi-
ness, Shapiro Motors
NORTH ADAMS – Allan Don-
ald Shapiro, 93, passed away 
on Tuesday, September 20. He 
was born on April 21, 1923 
in North Adams, son of Annie 
Kronick and Samuel Shapiro. 

Mr. Shapiro graduated 
from Drury High School in 
1941 and Purdue University 
with a degree in Mechani-
cal Engineering in 1945. In 
1946 he was employed by 
the Department of Electrical 
Engineering at MIT for U.S. 
Army on the team that stabi-
lized the cannon on military 
tanks. He returned to North 
Adams to work in the family 
business Shapiro Motors. He 
then opened Shapiro Chevro-
let, added Oldsmobile, and for 
40 years the dealership was an 
employer of many jobs, sold 
cars to generations of families, 
and provided new convertibles 
to the Fall Foliage Parades. 

He married Lorraine Sissel-
man in 1949 and at 35 years 
old, designed and built the 
home they have lived in for 65 
years. He enjoyed investing 
in commercial property and 
was the co-builder of Wheel 
Estates in North Adams. He 
was an adviser for the automo-
tive department of the Charles 
McCann Technical School. 

Mr. Shapiro was an active 
member of Beth Israel Syn-
agogue on Church Street, 
North Adams and a member 
of the North Adams Historical 
Society. He raised miniature 
horses, loved solving prob-
lems, and in his later years 
invented several products and 
obtained a patent at a late age 
in home construction. He was 
known for his jokes, fixing 
things, developing inventions, 
and was friendly to everyone 
who met him.

Mr. Shapiro leaves his 

siblings Helen Maislen of 
Pittsfield and Lillian Glick-
man, North Adams. He was 
predeceased by Rose Korn (Nat 
Korn), Stanley Shapiro (Sydelle 
Shapiro), Sheldon Shapiro 
(Sandra Shapiro). He leaves 
three children; Martin and wife 
Kathy of Travelers Rest, SC, 
Edward and wife Margaret of 
North Adams, and Amy Sha-
piro and deceased husband 
Peter Marsters of Ashfield, 
MA. He leaves six grandchil-
dren Mathew Shapiro, Jeffrey 
Shapiro, Scott Shapiro, Rosie 
Marsters, Emma Marsters and 
Austin Sanders. 

 Funeral services were held 
Thursday September 22, at 
Southview Cemetery, North 
Adams, followed by a memo-
rial service at Congregation-
al Beth Israel, Lois Avenue, 
North Adams. Donations can 
be made to Hospice Care in 
the Berkshires.

Herbert R. Cousins, 87, 
avid reader, squash and 
tennis player
LENOX – Herbert R. Cousins, 
87, passed away on Sunday, 
September 4 in New York City. 

Born in Brooklyn, NY, he 
graduated from Queens Col-
lege with a Bachelor of Science 
in Political Science. He was 
married for 52 years to Carol 
L. Margolies, who predeceased 
him in 2007. He served in 
the U.S. Army, stationed in 
Germany, during the Korean 
War. He was a textile salesman 
based in St. Louis, Chicago, 
and New York City for thirty 
years. 

An avid reader and squash 
and tennis player, he took up 
sculpting and hiking during 
his retirement. His daughter, 
Debbie L. Cousins, prede-
ceased him in 1977. 

Mr. Cousins is survived by 
his daughter, Vicki B. Cousins, 
of Ayer, MA.

MAZEL TOV

 freshly baked
                                    for your celebrations

320 Main Street  •  Williamstown, Mass.
Local & Organic Foods

like us on Facebook

Mazel Tov to…
The Jewish community of Jupiter, FL, be-

cause two of this Federation’s stalwart support-
ers, Toby and Alan Morganstein, are relocat-
ing to it in order to be closer to family. Toby 
and Alan have long advocated on behalf of  
Israel and 
Jewish 
causes in the 
Berkshires, 
making sure 
that issues 
of concern to 
our commu-
nity were 
presented 
fairly and 
factually in 
the larger 
community 
and in the 
press. We at the Federation will miss them, 
and wish them nothing but happiness, health, 
and abundant nachas from their children and 
grandchildren in the Sunshine State.

c

Anne Schnesel, a Federation board mem-
ber, on the marriage of her granddaughter, 
Samantha Rachel Lefkowitz to Devon Elan  
Barshay on October 22 in Santa Monica, CA. 

c

Parents Josh and Jessica Hochberg and 
grandparents Andy and Barbara Hochberg on 
the birth of Maxton Samuel Hochberg on Sep-
tember 3, in Pittsfield.

c

Jean K. Poopor on being highlighted in 
Berkshire Magazine as one of the “25 most ded-
icated people” for her dedication to the commu-
nity and her family, and for being a great role 
model for every generation.

c

Phoebe and Don Sugarman on the marriage 
of their son, Adam Paul Sugarman to Emma 
Kisslinger Dweck. The wedding took place on 
September 17 in Norfolk, CT.

c

Marian Raser on her election to the Norman 
Rockwell Museum’s board of trustees.

c

Roberta and Bruce Lefkowitz on the birth 
of their new 
granddaugh-
ter, Liza Char-
lotte.

c

Hannah 
Cohen on 
winning 
the William 
Willeke Memo-
rial Music 
Scholarship 
for violin.

c

Rachel and Andrew Beckwith on the bar 
mitzvah of their son, Max.

c

Dennis LaRochelle and Dawn LaRochelle 
on the bar mitzvah of their son, Peter.

c

Jolyn Unruh and Matt Mervis & Robi Kell-
erman on the bat mitzvah of their daughter, 
Abby.

c

Beth and Michael Nathan on the marriage 
of their daughter Melissa to Adam Zax.

c

Beth and William Moser on the marriage of 
their son David to Yael Rooks Rapport.

c

Helice and Steve Picheny on the marriage 
of their daughter Arielle to Jeffrey Dufour.

c

Benjamin Heuberger, 23, (and proud 
grandparents, Ruth and Hans Heuberger) on 
his first major employment at the Brookings 
Institution, which comes after his return from a 
Fulbright year teaching English at a high school 
in Madrid. Ruth and Hans are the founders and 
active sponsors of the Y’DIYAH (learning) Fund 
managed by the Berkshire Taconic Community 
Foundation.

c

Nina Lipkowitz, whose exhibit “iPaint on 
My iPad: Meditations in Light & Color Created 
in Light, Printed in Pigment” will be on view 
through November 28 at No. Six Depot in West 
Stockbridge.

Merry Pranks II, by Nina Lipkowitz

413-298-1029
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Traveling with Jewish Taste 
Every Mushroom Is Edible, But Some Only Once
By Carol Goodman Kaufman

Back in the days when 
hunting and gathering were 
the predominant methods of 
obtaining food, being able to 
distinguish the edible from the 
toxic was a skill that people 
found necessary to develop for 
the sake of survival. Over the 
millennia, that skill was trans-
mitted to every civilization, in-
cluding to our ancestors who, 
whether in Eastern Europe or 
the Middle East, headed out 

Carol Goodman Kaufman is a psychologist and author with a passion for travel 
and food. She is currently at work on a food history/cookbook, tracing the paths 
that some of our favorite foods have taken from their origins to appear on dinner 
plates and in cultural rites and artifacts around the world. She invites readers to 
read her blog at carolgoodmankaufman.com and to follow her on Twitter  
@goodmankaufman.

will get to eat). Our expert sug-
gests learning one new mush-
room every year.

I am told that one can find 
mushrooms throughout the 
woods, some directly in the 
ground, some perched on 
fallen logs, still others growing 
under certain species of trees. 
While it would be helpful to 
be able to identify those trees 
where mushrooms are wont 
to grow, I found it hard to 
look for them while holding on 
for dear life on a muddy and 
slippery forest floor littered 
with fallen trees and saplings 
whose branches could take 
out an eye. Although our guide 
had instructed us, “Three 
steps, stop and look; three 
steps, stop and look,” this 
method was not only tedious 
but left us far behind the 
man who was supposed to be 
leading us. Taking out an eye 
or getting lost in the woods 
seemed to be my choices.

Due to the very dry spring 
and summer, the pickings 

are slim this year. Our group 
found precisely one oyster 
mushroom that day. The lucky 
girl had plans to cook it up 
with onion and egg. On my 
second outing, one member 
of the group picked a boletus. 
Luckily, he had the presence 
of mind to show it to our ex-
pert, who then demonstrated 
that it was poisonous by snap-
ping it in half. Like something 
out of a Harry Potter novel, it 
magically turned blue.

Not to worry. Now that I 
know how to identify a few 
safe varieties, and as soon as 
we get some serious rain, I can 
go out into the woods on my 
own. And then check with an 
expert.

A few pointers if you do go 
out: Dress appropriately, with 
hiking boots, hat, long sleeves, 
bug spray, and sunscreen. 
Bring a basket or paper bag to 
hold your harvest. Plastic can 
trap moisture that can spoil 
the mushrooms. And check 
with an expert.

Sure, you can 
buy mushrooms at 
your local grocer’s, 
but there is noth-
ing as satisfying as 
finding your own. 
It can connect you 
with your ancestors 
in a very different 
way.

Did I remember 
to say to check 
with an expert?

Mushroom Barley Soup
Serves 8 to 10

As good, or better, than you can get in a deli, this soup is hearty and satisfying. 

Ingredients:

3 T. olive oil
1½ c. chopped onions
1 c. chopped carrots
1 c. chopped celery
1 T. minced garlic

1 lb. fresh porcini  
mushrooms, sliced*

3 qt. chicken broth
1 t. salt
1 t. pepper

¼ t. nutmeg
1 t. thyme
1 c. pearl barley
2 T. minced dill
2 t. chopped parsley

Directions:
In a large stockpot, sauté onions, carrots, celery, and garlic until tender, but 
not brown.

Add the mushrooms. Cook until just soft.

Add the broth, seasonings, and barley. Bring to a boil.

Simmer 2 hours, or until barley is tender. Just before serving, stir in the dill 
and parsley.

* You can find porcini mushrooms in the grocery.

to forest and field to forage 
for wild edibles. For many, 
scavenging for nuts, berries, 
and mushrooms was how they 
supplemented their diets in 
hardscrabble circumstances. 

Today, many cultures 
around the world still stock 
their larders in this time-hon-
ored way, passing down 
through the generations the 
ability to identify and prepare 
wild edibles. 

Unfortunately, I, like many 
of our fellow MOTs, have lost 
that skill, so I set out to rectify 
my missing link and have 
been signing up for workshops 
with experts here in New En-
gland. First up was a mush-
room forage.

“Every mushroom is edible, 
but some only once,” accord-
ing to a wise old Czech adage. 
Indeed, some mushrooms 
are deadly while others that 
are not lethal can neverthe-

less cause permanent organ 
damage, so the first lesson I 
learned was that beginning 
foragers should take extreme 
care when deciding whether 
to eat their finds. The safest 
route to successful, healthful 
mushrooming is to go out with 
an expert and search through 
three reliable field guides to 
ensure that what you are pick-
ing is indeed okay. 

But, no need to throw up 
your hands and head out 
to the Stop & Shop. Several 
mushroom species are not 
only delicious, but are easily 
identified and not confused 
with other, more toxic variet-
ies. Among the most popular 
of these are hen of the woods, 
chicken of the woods (yes, 
those are totally different 
fungi), bear’s head tooth, and 
oyster mushrooms (the closest 
thing to treif 
this Jewess 
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Tales of Light and Hope, Part 2 — Poland Today
By Cantor Bob Scherr

Part 1 of Cantor Scherr’s essay 
about his summer 2016 visit to 
Poland appeared the last BJV.

As I prepared to travel to 
Poland in August, the visu-
al images that came to mind 
were all in black and white, 
grainy films from the Nazi 
occupation. Poland today, 
however, is most assuredly 
in color. Take, for exam-
ple, the reconstruction of 
the Gwoździec Synagogue’s 
vibrantly painted ceilings and 
elaborate bima (altar) within 
Warsaw’s POLIN Museum of 
the History of Polish Jews, 
which opened in 2013 and 
illuminates a thousand years 
of Jewish culture in Poland. 

In the 13th century, Jews 
began migrating eastward 
and, by 1800, half of world 
Jewry lived in Poland. Barba-
ra Kirshenblatt-Gimblett, the 
program director at the POLIN, 
will often ask a group, “What 
is the most important period 
in the history of Polish Jews?” 
Many will respond by saying 
that it was the Holocaust. Kir-
shenblatt-Gimblett, while not 
denying the horrible impact of 
the Shoah, says she prefers to 
say that “the most important 
era of Polish Jewry is 1,000 
years,” pointing out that this 
rich history must be in the 
foreground of our conscious-
ness lest we focus more on 
how Jews died, than on how 
they lived.

This museum sits on the 
site of the Warsaw Ghetto, to-
day transformed – some would 
say reconsecrated – to stand as 
a living tribute to a millennium 
of wondrous Jewish history. 
Elsewhere in Warsaw, syna-
gogues no longer stand, and 
several exist only as memorials 
or museums. But though there 
are no longer so many hous-
es of prayer and study, there 
are cafes, Jewish community 
centers, and cultural programs 
that are rising from these 
ashes. 

In Wrazlaw (known as 
Bresslau during the Ger-
man occupation), we shared 
Shabbat dinner with the new 
rabbi (a young Israeli), his 
wife (originally from Peru), and 
their very young son. They 
have only been there a short 
time, but already have great 
plans for turning a café space 
into a Jewish community 
center with all kinds of activi-
ties. The large sanctuary of the 
Stork Synagogue was recently 
renovated and is used mostly 
as a concert hall or exhibit 
space, though they do fill the 
space on the High Holy Days. 
The community currently 
struggles with issues of proper 
Jewish “descent.” Over the 
last 3 generations, there has 
been considerable interfaith 
marriage, and the community 
follows Jewish legal tradition 
where one’s identity rests 
on matrilineal descent. The 
community seems united in 
wrestling with this matter and 
is open to being inclusive, 
although they aren’t able to 
regularly pray with a proper 
minyan. The rabbi and his 
wife acknowledge that this is a 
great pioneering adventure. 

Krakow feels like an 
ancient city, because unlike 
Warsaw or Lodz where there 

The Festival of Jewish Culture in Krakow

rant, he explained to the wait-
er that he followed a special 
diet, and asked that care be 
taken in the kitchen so that 
the foil was not torn in any 
way, since it would compro-
mise the food. When the waiter 
finished taking our order, he 
asked, “Would you like a Coke 
with that? Because, you know, 

Coke is kosher!” We asked 
him, “How do you know about 
kosher?” The waiter explained, 
“My sister is Jewish, and fol-
lows all those laws!” We asked, 
“Are you Jewish as well?” “No,” 
he answered. “In fact I married 
a woman who is Catholic, and 
we just had the christening for 
our son. My sister could not 
attend the christening because 
of the Shabbat, but she came 
to my house the next day for 
the party!” Hold this thought. 

The next day, we were 
fortunate to meet an active 
member of the Jewish commu-
nity at the JCC, a woman in 
her mid-twenties, who told us 
her story: “When I was a teen-
ager, I asked my mom, ‘Were 
we ever Jewish?’” She said her 
mother’s reply was “It’s funny 
you should ask me that ques-
tion, because when I was your 
age, I asked my mother the 
very same question!” Yes we 
were, but my mother, and then 
I, never pursued that religion.” 

Today, this woman is an active 
member at the Orthodox con-
gregation I attended on Shab-
bat. She went on to explain 
that although she is obser-
vant, her brother, for instance, 
married a Christian woman 
and, in fact, they just had the 
christening for their son! Now, 
suddenly, several of us felt our 

hearts beating about 
twice the normal rate. 
“Uh…Natalia, is your 
brother perhaps a 
waiter in a restaurant 
not far from here?” 
And she laughed—
“how do you know 
that?!”

This was an un-
planned but very effective les-
son for us, and an answer to 
the question, What happened 
to the Jews who survived the 
Shoah? It was a profound 
story, offering insight into the 
dynamics within families, the 
powerful rediscovery of Jewish 
roots that had been buried, 
and the emerging identities 
that were somehow preserved 
at least in memory, if not in 
practice. Members of inter-
married families are finding 
their way, as if in some kind 
of awakening, to engage with 
Jewish communities and 
finding that what was for some 
a long forgotten part of their 
lives is now emerging, like a 
seed that sprouts after years 
of dormancy. 

I’m not suggesting that ei-
ther Krakow or Warsaw is some 
kind of Jerusalem, or even 
comparable to our active com-
munity here in the Berkshires. 
Wherever one turns in Poland, 
the indescribable horrors of 

the last century still cast a 
shadow. But on the edges of 
that shadow, light is emerg-
ing. People are telling stories 
from their families’ past; the 
grandson of a Jewish person is 
learning Hebrew songs; family 
stories of holiday celebrations 
are being rediscovered. People 
who were not raised with any 
Jewish life are enthusiastic au-
diences for the Jewish Culture 
Festival, and reading Jewish 
books. Not every Polish citi-
zen loves Jews. But what was 
once the very largest national 
Jewish population in Europe is 
emerging from that darkness, 
and once again are discovering 
their light.

Cantor Bob Scherr is the 
Jewish Chaplain for Williams 
College.

was so much destruction by 
the Nazis and the Soviets, 
there are many well-preserved 
buildings that tell the story of 
a once bustling Jewish neigh-
borhood called Kazimierz. The 
most active shul today is the 
Izaak Jakubowicz, where we 
encountered an enthusiastic 
Orthodox community sup-
plemented that weekend by a 
busload of travelers from New 
York. Known for its high vault-
ed ceiling, the space has lovely 
acoustics. On Friday night, I 
enjoyed listening to the wom-
en’s voices from the other side 
of the mechitza blending with 
the singing of the men. The 
shul is also the kosher market, 
with many products from Isra-
el. In a conversation I had with 
one gentleman, who seems to 
divide his time between Jeru-
salem and Krakow, I learned 
how comfortable he is walking 
on the local streets wearing a 
kippah, and never has heard 
any derogatory comments. (He 
reminded me of what we had 

Reconstruction of the Gwoździec Synagogue at the POLIN Museum

Wherever one turns in Poland, 
the indescribable horrors of  
the last century still cast a  

shadow. But on the edges of 
that shadow, light is emerging. 

heard from the Chief Rabbi 
of Poland, Michael Schubert, 
who said in the years that he 
has lived in Warsaw, the only 
comment he has heard on the 
street in response to his kip-
pah is “shalom!”)

An important Krakow figure 
we met was Jascha Makuch, 
the inventive and enthusiastic 
guiding light behind 
the Festival of Jewish 
Culture in Krakow. 
He recalled that in 
the first year of the 
Festival, they drew 
about 100 people to 
a concert. He was 
happy with that 
result, but the more 
he spoke with friends, musi-
cians, and others who could 
dream with him, the larger 
the festival became. Now the 
festival attracts audiences all 
over the country for all kinds 
of musical events, some in the 
tens of thousands. Jascha also 
created a café called Cheder in 
the Kazimierz neighborhood, 
where the walls are lined with 
all manner of Jewish books, 
encouraging folks who stop 
for a coffee or for lunch to also 
feast on Jewish knowledge. 

Speaking of feasts – toward 
the end of our trip, several of 
us planned a dinner together 
at a restaurant with a su-
perb reputation (one Michelin 
star!) and a menu that would 
accommodate those of us 
who don’t eat meat. One of 
our group is quite scrupu-
lous about his kashrut, and 
throughout the trip we were 
able to secure meals he was 
able to bring to restaurants 
to be reheated. In this restau-
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felt that I made a “decision” 
to join because it has always 
been my plan and from the 
moment I left Israel (at 8 years 
old). I knew that if my family 
didn’t move back sooner, I 
would make the move inde-
pendently to fulfill my service. 
Growing up in the Berkshires 
gave me insight on a whole 
new world, a sort of fairytale 
world if you will, in compar-
ison to the world I knew in 
Israel. Certainly, I had an 
excellent upbringing, went 
to a fabulous school and got 
a great education, and had 
plenty of friends. Yet, there 
was always something missing 
for me in America. I always 
preferred the culture and 
people in Israel, who I believe 
live with much more compas-
sion and care for others, and 
have less of the self-centered 
mentality I feel is common in 
America.

A Challenging Curriculum
I chose Mechinat Meitzar 

(in the south of the Golan 
Heights, about 900 meters 
from the border with Jordan 
and about a kilometer or two 
from the Triangle of Borders 
of Israel, Syria, and Jordan) 
as the mechina that I would 
go to in a heartbeat. I flew to 
Israel during winter break of 
my senior year in high school. 
Meitzar was the last mechina 
I visited, and I immediately 
fell in love with the place. The 
location is absolutely beau-
tiful and the kibbutz has a 
very calming and friendly vibe 
(fitting of the Golan). I simply 
felt both at peace and at home 
as soon as I got off the bus. I 
liked everything I experienced, 
from how the students run 
the place almost completely, 
to how the Shabbats are spent 
(they reminded me of a NFTY 
event or Eisner camp), to the 
curriculum the students go 
through. 

The mechina for me was 
like a new world. I didn’t really 
realize at first what I had got-
ten myself into. In our bubble, 
we are in charge of ourselves. 
Everyone is part of a commit-
tee or crew for something in 
order to run the mechina, from 
logistics on campus, organiz-
ing our study curriculum and 
inviting lecturers, dealing with 
the kitchen, bank, organiz-
ing trips, seminars, hikes, 
and so on. We had five days a 
week of courses and lectures 
from morning to evening, and 
sometimes even late into the 
night. With Meitzar’s focus on 
democracy, social responsibil-
ity, and leadership, our core 
courses included subjects like 
“Democracy and Leadership,” 
“Society and Economy,” “The 

Jewish Year,” “Jewish Philos-
ophy,” “Knowing the Land,” 
“Secular Jewish culture,” 
“Zionism,” “Education and Its 
Challenges,” and many more. 
While there are other mecih-
not that have a large focus on 
physical army preparation, 
Meitzar is more focused on the 
educational side of the equa-
tion.

In my year, we began as 81 
students and finished with 78, 
every one Israeli. There were 
two others besides me that 
had just made the move back 
to Israel from America, both 
from Atlanta. But interesting-
ly, the vast majority of us had 
at some point lived outside of 
Israel for a period of time, in 
places such as Hong Kong, 
Germany, Switzerland, Cana-
da, and England. From within 
Israel, we had people from all 
over the country, from Sde Bo-
ker in the Negev all the way up 
to Qiriat Shmona in the north.

A day at the mechina starts 
bright and early with morn-
ing meetings in our small 
groups. From there we go on 
to morning workout/sport for 
the next hour until breakfast 
is ready. After breakfast, we 
have two core cours-
es, followed by lunch 
and free time to work 
with committee mem-
bers on upcoming 
events and whatever 
business needs to be 
taken care of. After-
wards, we go back to 
our groups’ class-
room for a student 
lesson. A student 
lesson is essential-
ly a class taught by 
a group member to the rest 
of the group about whatever 
subject the “teacher” chooses. 
In student lessons, I learned 
about such things as modern 
Japanese culture, philosoph-
ical and moral dilemmas, the 
history of surfing, and the 
theory of determinism. 

Student lessons are fol-
lowed by a counselor lesson, 
and then usually another core 
class. Next, we have dinner 
and finish the day’s schedule 
with either another lesson 
or have a current events or 
culture night. Once the day 
is formally done, around 
11 p.m., you generally meet up 
with your committee or crew 

Matan Gazit (front) scaled the heights at the mechina

MECHINA PROGRAM, continued from page 1

to the present and also who I 
want to be in the future. It’s 
what I learned about being 
a man of values and princi-
ples, a member of this world 
with responsibilities both in 

my personal life and 
towards outside com-
munities (mankind, 
Israel, the Jewish 
people). 

Creating Identity
While I believe 

that one can nev-
er really fully know 
himself – one rather 
discovers more and 
more each day – I can 

say I learned quite a bit about 
who I am this past year. I have 
had major changes in my per-
sonal identity, as well as my 
Jewish and Israeli identities. 
I think that the mechina gave 
me a chance to catch up on all 
the lost time I had away from 
Israel to learn what it means 
to be a Zionist, why I’m about 
to volunteer the next three 
years of my life to fight for 
Israel, what it means to be a 
Jew in our modern world, and 
why Israel is such a big part 
of me. 

In the eyes of the country, 
a mechina is success depend-
ing on how many of its alumni 

remain in the army after the 
three years of required ser-
vice to become officers (or in 
their eyes, leaders). Mechinat 
Meitzar values its own success 
on the number of alumni who 
takes matters into their own 
hands to make Israel a better 
place.

I hope this gives you a 
glimpse into the most incred-
ible year of my life and how 
meaningful and impactful it 
has been for me. It’s incredibly 
difficult to express in words 
just how impactful it has been, 
but I hope this will help you 
understand how grateful I am 
for your support in making 
this become a reality. I truly 
feel as though taking this step 
will lead my life in a different 
and more positive direction, 
for it has made me a better 
person. 

Matan Gazit enlisted in the IDF 
on September 21, 2016. 
The Meitzar Academy for Lead-
ership and Social Responsibil-
ity is a nonprofit organization 
established in 1998 at Kib-
butz Meitzar on the southern 
Golan Heights with the goal of 
establishing an organization 
based on the values of Zionism, 
leadership, and social respon-
sibility. 

Mechina gave me a chance to… 
learn what it means to be a  

Zionist, why I’m about to volun-
teer the next three years of my 
life to fight for Israel, and what 

it means to be a Jew in our  
modern world.

and continue working on new 
events/initiatives. From time 
to time, you have a free night 
where you can hang around 
with friends and do whatever 
you please, but that doesn’t 
happen too often. 

Three Transformations
It’s a year of extreme 

intensity and learning and 
change that is very difficult to 
describe. The schedule doesn’t 
do the mechina justice in 
understanding what actually 
happens, so I will try my best 
in explaining the kind of expe-
rience I had as an individual. 
The way I see it, I had three 
different learning experienc-
es this past year – academic, 
social, and personal. 

Academics included our 
classes, seminars, lectures, 
and presentations. I found my-
self taking in so much knowl-
edge and having a change in 
my perspective/mentality/val-
ues/lifestyle almost daily. And 
the classrooms are nothing 
like a high school classroom. 
The subjects are interesting, 
the teacher-student relation-
ship is much more friendly, 
and the whole room is thirsty 

to learn. Intelligent, critical, 
and challenging questions 
are thrown left and right, and 
engagement in the classroom 
is persistent, fun, and conta-
gious. 

The social learning expe-
rience came from the struc-
ture of the mechina and what 
learned from my peers. The 
social learning includes inter-
personal skills like how to live 
and work with other people, 
care for a group as a group 
and as an individual that is 
part of that group, and how 
to deal with problems with 
others. The personal learning 
experience is what I learned 
about myself, from the past 
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Actor Jonathan Epstein weighs in on Howard Jacobson’s novel Shylock 
Is My Name

Last summer, Jonathan Epstein wowed Berkshires audiences with his portrayal of Shylock in Shakespeare & Company’s production of The Merchant of Venice. It 
was the fifth time he has acted in the play, and his third time playing Shylock. Given his recent immersion in the role, the BJV wondered if Epstein might share his 
thoughts about British author Howard Jacobson’s acclaimed 2016 novel Shylock Is My Name, a modern reimagining of Merchant that “does what any good literary 
subversion should do: deepens and enhances one’s appreciation of the original” (The Guardian). Epstein graciously agreed.

Reviewed by Jonathan Epstein

Howard Jacobson’s Shy-
lock Is My Name weighs out as 
perhaps one scruple of ode to 
the North of England’s spare 
and bitter beauty, a couple 
of drams of satire on genteel 
upper-crust English life, and 
an equal pound of fantasia 
suggested by themes from 
William Shakespeare’s The 
Merchant of Venice. It is in this 
last guise, of course, that the 
novel will receive most of its 
well-deserved attention and by 
which, ultimately, it must be 
judged. Jacobson’s keenness 
of observation and his hypnot-
ic, dense, elegant prose make 
the book hard to set down, but 
then the same might be said 
of a neighbor’s Staffordshire 
Terrier once its jaws have fixed 
themselves on one’s wrist. 

So the question, with 
respect to the novel no less 
than to the play that inspired 
it (and, for that matter, to 
the dog, as well), is whether 
the subject’s brutal charm is 
worth the pain it engenders.

In one sense Shylock Is My 
Name is a modern retelling of 
Shakespeare’s story, but in a 
deeper sense it is a gloss on it, 
much as a Midrash is a gloss 
on an event in the Torah. It is 
in this sense that Jacobson’s 
novel is most remarkable, 
because his understanding of 
the play is extraordinary – inti-
mate, detailed, full of subtlety, 
sensitive not just to the mean-
ing of the words but by what 
one word, or even the absence 

of a word, must imply about 
the characters and events that 
are embodied in the play and 
described in his rendition of it.

Jacobson parallels Shake-
speare’s Venetian characters 
with his own modern ones. 
Shylock’s doppelganger is 
a secular English Jew, a 
philanthropist named Simon 
Strulevitch who like Shy-
lock mourns the loss of his 
wife (Kay, a stroke victim in 
the story; Leah, dead, in the 
play) and obsesses over his 
teenage daughter Beatrice/
Jessica. Portia receives similar 
updating as the extravagant-
ly named heiress/talk show 
hostess Anna Livia Plurabelle 
Cleopatra A Thing Of Beau-
ty Is A Joy Forever Christine 
Shalcross – mercifully known 
just as Plurabelle or Plury. 
Unlike Portia, Plurabelle is 

able to devise her own test for 
the suitability of her suitors, 
and Shakespeare’s gold, silver, 
and lead caskets are replaced 
by a Porsche, a BMW, and 
a VW Beetle. Shakespeare’s 
Bassanio becomes Barnaby 
(who is clever enough to in-
terest himself in the VW), and 
Antonio, his friend 
and mentor, is the 
interestingly sad art 
dealer D’Anton. 

Just as in Mer-
chant, the cut and 
thrust of the city is 
contrasted with the 
idyllic life at Bel-
mont. In Shylock Is 
My Name, the psy-
chological torment of 
Strulevitch’s world 
stands in contrast 
to the coy, brain-
less bitchiness of 
Plurabelle’s salon. 
Frustrated by her father’s 
obsessive control of her social 
life, the rebellious Beatrice (a 
student of performance art) 
runs off with the hooligan foot-
ball player Gratan (a confla-
tion of Shakespeare’s Lorenzo 
and Gratiano). The two place 
themselves under Plurabelle’s 
and D’Anton’s protection - and 
that’s where the real trouble 
starts.

So far, so silly, and there 
are certainly times when 
Jacobson’s sly cattiness is 
little more than well-artic-
ulated raillery. The novel is 
redeemed, however, by one 

more character, Strulevitch’s 
confidant and counselor – 
Shylock himself. This Shylock 
is not quite a ghost but rather 
the character of the play, flesh 
and blood but never aging or 
advancing, forever lingering 
in the uncertain reality he oc-
cupies at the end of the play. 
“So, Leah” he says to his wife’s 
spirit, “It seems I’m present-
ly to become a Christian…” 
This is one of the many things 
Jacobson gets absolutely right. 
Audience members always ask 
the actors whether Shylock 
ultimately converts, or dies, 
or escapes, or reconciles with 
Jessica, and sensible actors 
give evasive answers, but 
Jacobson’s Shylock says what 
most actors are too polite to 
say: “All of them or none of 
them… The story stopped… 
What didn’t occur, didn’t oc-

cur. Anything further belongs 
to speculation, not philosophy 
or psychology. And not theolo-
gy either.”

Jacobson’s Strulevitch/
Shylock alliance allows him 
to explore the composite 
character in great detail. 
Shakespeare’s Jessica says: 

“Our house is hell” but we 
never learn what makes it so. 
We can only imagine, based 
on Shylock’s reaction to her 
departure, that it is hellish 
because of his claustrophobic 
obsession with her. Strulev-
itch’s obsession is clear cut: 

Once, her father jumped 
up and down on her lap-
top, Once, he kicked down 
the bathroom door and 
smashed his fist into her 
mirror. Once, he threatened 
to put out a contract on a 
boy she was seeing. She 
was just fourteen at the 
time…To show her how 
much he loved her, was 
that what it had all been 
about? To stop her falling 
in love with someone else? 
…The mad thing was 
that it had worked… She 
couldn’t fall in love with 
anyone else.
I’m sure that every actor 

who plays Shylock considers 
the idea of incestuous ob-
session, but there’s just not 
enough text – the two char-
acters exchange barely half 
a dozen lines – to make it 
explicit. Here there is no such 
limitation, and the implication 
is clear. 

So much of the pleasure 
this book offers is of this 
nature. It’s as if a bunch 
of actors and directors and 
scholars were sitting around 
late at night speculating (as 
a veteran of five different 
productions of the play I’ve 
participated in dozens of such 
symposia) and someone said 
that the pound of flesh is 
evocative of dam brith which in 
turn is evocative of the blood 
libel which is evocative of the 
concept of forced castration. 
So in Shylock Is My Name, 
Strulevitch, at Shylock’s sub-
tle urging, contracts not for 
a pound of flesh – first from 
Gratan and then his stand-in 
D’Anton – but for the viciously 
anti-Semitic Christian’s agree-
ment to be circumcised. This 
is probably Jacobson’s most 
inflammatory emendation, but 
no less apt for that. 

One of the puzzles the 
play presents is why Shy-

lock chooses to make such a 
bizarre deal in the first place. 
As Allan Sherman A”H sang: 
“That’s no job for a boy who is 
Jewish…” Jacobson’s Shylock 
explains it beautifully: “If this 
is how you see me, I in effect 
told Antonio, then I won’t 
disappoint…how could I resist 

answering him in his 
own fashion, embody-
ing his every fear, 
justifying every over-
heated rumour, every 
irrational suspicion.”

In Strulevitch, Shy-
lock finds a man who 
can seek to pursue 
the path he himself 
could not, to work 
out the enigmas he 
himself was confound-
ed by. In the end, 
though, Strulevitch 
as the embodiment of 
the modern Jew is as 

enigmatic to Shylock as Shy-
lock has proved himself to be 
to every Strulevitch through-
out history: 

“Well take this man Stru-
levitch. What am I to him? 
I catch him staring at me 
sometimes when he thinks 
I’m not aware of him. A 
stare that starts from the 
deepest recesses of his 
mind and finishes I have 
no idea where. It disturbs 
me.”
So, is the subject worth 

the pain or not? Jacobson’s 
story is not quite as brutal as 
Shakespeare’s, partly because 
the people are more familiar, 
partly because after all En-
glish anti-Semitism, vulgar 
though it is, is no match for 
that of Renaissance Italy or 
Shakespeare’s England. Partly, 
it is also because the themes, 
when made explicit, reach 
less deeply into the psyche 
than they do in suggestion 
and inference. The people who 

will enjoy this book the most 
I think are those who share 
Jacobson’s familiarity and 
admiring obsession with the 
source material, who will be 
able to say to each new twist 
and turn “That’s what I’VE 
always thought the play was 
saying!” Those who don’t know 
the play well will be offended 
by the virulence of the English 
brand of Jew-baiting and by 
Strulevitch’s squirm-making 
response, and will likely not 
even make it halfway through, 
and perhaps this is as it 
should be. No honest gloss on 
Shakespeare’s play has any 
business making the story 
more tolerable – its job is to 
be intolerable and unforget-
table and no doubt we will 
obsess over it, Jews more than 
anyone, so long as men can 
breathe and eyes can see. 

As Jacobson’s Shylock has 
it: “These Jews, Leah, these 
Jews! They don’t know wheth-
er to cry for me, disown me, or 
explain me…”

“Audience members always ask 
the actors whether Shylock  

ultimately converts, or dies, or 
escapes, or reconciles with  

Jessica, and sensible actors  
give evasive answers, but  

Jacobson’s Shylock says what 
most actors are too polite  

to say…”

Jonathan Epstein as Shylock at Shakespeare & Co., Lenox
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The Upright Heart Bridges Divides in Post-WWII Poland
For, behold, the wicked 
bend the bow, they make 
ready their arrow upon the 
string to shoot in darkness 
at the upright in heart.   — 
Psalm 11:2

LENOX – As author Julia 
Ain-Krupa wrapped up a 
reading from her new post-Ho-
locaust novel The Upright Heart 
at The Bookstore in September, 
an audience member shared 
a reminiscence about her own 
visit to Poland two decades ago. 
Remembering Krakow – the city 
where Ain-Krupa conceived her 
story while on a Fulbright cre-
ative writing scholarship – the 
audience member described 
the still largely intact Jewish 
neighborhood and the palpable 
absence of a Jewish population 
that pervaded it. It seemed to 
her it was as if the city’s Jew-
ish residents had been sudden-
ly “raptured up out of there,” 
and that while in Krakow, she 
kept asking herself: “Where are 
all the people who should be 
here?”

This haunting question is at 
the core of Ain-Krupa’s com-
pelling first novel, which was 
released this fall by William-
stown publisher New Europe 
Books to strong reviews, such 
as this rave from the Jewish 
Book Council: “Stylistic virtu-
osity, penetrating emotional 
power, and a post-apocalyptic 
vision combine to make this 
highly individualist effort a 
brilliant literary achievement.” 
The overlapping narratives 
converge around the character 
of Wolf as he journeys to his 

native Poland from the United 
States, where he escaped the 
Holocaust. His family remained 
behind and perished, as did 
his non-Jewish lover, who 
died trying to save them; the 
Jewish population of his home-
town and its way of life were, 
needless to say, destroyed, as 
well. He encounters survivors 
of the war, including Anna 
(whose Jewish classmates were 
massacred) and a Jewish boy 
who lives on the streets in a 
near feral state. In The Upright 
Heart, however, those who did 
not survive have also remained 
the scene. As ghosts they still 
wander the landscape, ride 
the trains, interact with one 
another, observe the living, and 
ponder their own futures. 

“If an afterworld exists, 
they didn’t get there,” Ain-Kru-
pa says. “Maybe everything 
happened too fast for 
their souls to make 
peace with what hap-
pened to them.” Their 
unsettled state very 
much aligns with the 
Talmud’s vision of the 
afterlife, in which the 
souls of the departed 
retain a temporary relationship 
with this world before continu-
ing to their next destination.

Ain-Krupa’s standout liter-
ary achievement in this short, 
dense novel of multiple voices 
and realities is the seamless 
way the narrative shifts among 
characters, as well as be-
tween material and immaterial 
realms. Even as the number 
of characters and settings ac-
crues, a reader can readily ap-

prehend who is speaking and 
on which side of the natural/
supernatural divide the action 
is taking place. This clarity 
allows Ain-Krupa to create a 
satisfying imagined reality that 
can accommodate the emo-
tional depth of her characters’ 
pain, loss, and longing.

In her novel, “souls are 
voices that are not heard,” 
she explains. Does Ain-Krupa 
believe in an afterlife herself? “I 
believe it’s possible,” she says, 
“and that’s enough. The plea-
sure in writing was exploring 
what might be possible.” She 
says she could hear the char-
acters’ voices speaking to her, 
and that creating The Upright 
Heart “felt like listening more 
than writing.” In approaching 
the idea of an afterlife, she was 
preoccupied by the questions 
pondered by the dead in her 

novel: “What is that thing that 
keeps living? What does a per-
son need to do to retain an ap-
preciation of beauty? How does 
one sustain upward move-
ment?” All are also questions 
that survivors of trauma and 
overwhelming loss (like most of 
the characters in the novel that 
are not dead) have to answer 
for themselves, as well. 

Early in the novel, we find 
out that Wolf’s last name is 

“Ain,” which 
gives the novel 
an autobi-
ographical un-
dertone, even 
though the 
characters’ life 
stories in fact 
do not precise-
ly align with 
their creator’s 
family saga. 
Ain-Krupa, 37, 
is the daugh-
ter of a Jewish 
mother whose 
family arrived 
at the turn 
of the last 
century from 
a shtetl near 
Bialystok, 
and a Roman 
Catholic father 
whose parents 
endured World 

War II in Poland. Although 
raised on the Upper West Side 
of New York, Ain-Krupa spent 
her first years living in Krakow. 
Early impressions of Poland 
exist “deep in another dimen-
sion” of her consciousness, she 
says, and in part allowed her 
to imagine the mystical and 
mysterious Poland she depicts 
in The Upright Heart.

One of her goals in writing 
the novel was to use her own 
dual Jewish/Polish identity to 
explore the historical conflicts 
and contradictions within the 
Polish national narrative. Jews, 
she says, lived in Poland for 
centuries, leaving a profound 
legacy on the identity of the 
nation. Jewish influence in 
Poland was decimated, but not 
entirely obliterated, leaving 
modern Poles with the uneasy 
challenge of how to understand 

and engage that leg-
acy even though the 
Jews themselves are 
largely gone. “There is 
still a cultural di-
vide that is assumed 
between Jews and 
Catholics,” she says, 
recounting the way 

she noticed how, on a visit to 
a cultural museum in Poland, 
Jewish historical artifacts were 
identified as having a “Jewish” 
origin, never “Polish/Jewish” 
provenance. 

Her Jewish/Polish identity 
allows her to look at the war 
and its aftermath not only from 
both sides, but in all the com-
plex ways the two narratives 
converge. In addition to Jewish 
survivors, she spoke with Pol-
ish family members who made 
it through the war years, and 
also with Polish men who had 
been drafted to serve in the 
Wehrmacht and Polish women 
whose schoolmates were killed 
during the Nazi occupation. 
Ain-Krupa’s engagement with, 
and investment in, both sides 
of the story enables The Up-
right Heart to convey how the 
Holocaust exists in both Polish 
and Jewish memory. “Everyone 
suffered on both sides,” she 
says, “and were victims in their 
own ways.” 

Working in Krakow while 
on her Fulbright scholarship, 
Ain-Krupa, whose upbringing 
was completely secular, says 
that she felt Jewish for the first 
time. “In New York, if you’re 
Jewish or Jewish/And, it’s not 
significant,” she says, “but in 
Poland you feel like you are 
standing in for the people who 

are not there, and that was 
meaningful.” She very much 
agrees with an observer who 
quipped that there is “a Jew-
shaped hole in Poland.”

In The Upright Heart, 
Ain-Krupa works to fill that 
void with the imagined voices 
of the living and the dead, none 
of them quite able to move on 
from the catastrophe of the 
war and all it revealed about 
human cruelty and frailty, 
and about cosmic justice and 
injustice. Written at a time 
when the author was herself 
experiencing the death of loved 
ones (including her mother), 
the novel movingly conveys the 
raw personal feelings associ-
ated with the finality of death. 
But Ain-Krupa also creates a 
rich ethereal backdrop against 
which human life unfolds, one 
in which, for better or worse, 
death is not the final experi-
ence. As one of her characters 
observes:

Living with the dead can 
be dangerous. That isn’t 
just a fairytale, you know. 
Spending too much time 
with them can make you 
lose sight of the border 
between two worlds, and 
then you never can predict 
on which side you’ll get 
caught.
It is Ain-Krupa’s consid-

erable accomplishment that, 
after reading The Upright Heart, 
you’ll understand exactly what 
she means by that, whether or 
not you believe in ghosts.

The Upright Heart is available 
at The Bookstore, and online 
in both paperback and e-book 
editions. For more information, 
visit www.NewEuropeBooks.
com.

Julia Ain-Krupa

Monday–Saturday 10a–5p, Sunday Noon–4p    
125 Pecks Road, Pittsfield—one mile from Rte 7        annieselke.com

Also Recommended…
I Was a Child by Bruce Eric Kaplan

Bruce Eric Kaplan, also known as BEK, is one of the most celebrated and 
admired cartoonists in America. I Was a Child is 
the story of his childhood in words and drawings, 
in which he recalls growing up in New Jersey with 
his parents and two older brothers. Sibling rival-
ries, visits to grandparents, first days of school, 
and the inevitable decline and death of his parents 
are treated with quick wit and tender observa-
tion. It would seem like a conventional childhood, 
although Kaplan’s anecdotes are accompanied by 
his signature drawings of family outings and life at 
home—road trips, milk crates, hamsters, ashtrays, 
wigs, a platypus, and much more. Kaplan’s car-
toons, though simple, are never straightforward; 
they encompass an easy irony and dark humor 
that often cuts straight to the truth of experience. 
Brilliantly relatable and genuinely moving, I Was a 
Child is an essential book for fans of this inimitable 
artist and a beautiful gift for any reader. 

(Jewish Book Council)

Does Ain-Krupa believe in an 
afterlife herself? “I believe it’s 

possible,” she says, “and  
that’s enough. 
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Ghetto Brother – An Unlikely Jewish Journey from the South Bronx
Who knew? Absent the con-

tributions of a Jew from the 
South Bronx, maybe there is 
no hip-hop music today.

Whether that, in your 
opinion, would be a good thing 
or a bad thing is beside the 
point. Writes music historian 
Jeff Chang in the introduction 
to the graphic novel Ghetto 
Brother: Warrior to Peacemak-
er: “If it were not for the events 
of 1971 and the actions [Benjy 
Melendez] and his peers took, 
we would not be talking about 
hip-hop today.” Chang refers 
to the efforts of Melendez, 
leader of the largely Puerto 
Rican Ghetto Brothers, to 
unify the street gangs of the 
South Bronx around common 
interests to avert a spate of 
violence in the wake of a mur-
der. Melendez engineered the 
legendary Hoe Avenue Peace 
Meeting in the Bronx that 
brokered a truce between the 
warring multiracial gangs of 
New York, whose members, in 
the style of the day, typically 
wore colorful jackets advertis-
ing their allegiance.

The summit inspired the 
classic dystopian 1979 film 
The Warriors, but more im-
portantly, the ensuing years 
of relative peace allowed some 
of the street gangs to morph 
into neighborhood groups that 
hosted the street parties that 
gave birth to hip-hop music. 

What’s the Jewish angle? 
Turns out that Benjy Melendez 
was from a family of Marranos, 
crypto-Jews of Spanish origin 
who converted to Christianity 
to escape the depredations 

of the Inquisition. Many, like 
Melendez’s family, continued 
to practice some form of Ju-
daism in secret, in later years 
sustaining certain traditions 
without re-engaging with 
a Jewish community even 
though the threat of persecu-
tion had abated. 

Ghetto Brother shows young 
Benjy mystified by his father’s 
donning of a talit (prayer 
shawl) on Saturday and the 
challah his mother served on 
Friday nights. His questions 
about what they were up to 
were met with obfuscation, 
and even rebuke, by his 
parents. “Your mother has a 
strange religion,” his father 
would tell Benjy when the 
child asked. “Your father has a 
strange religion,” was how his 
mother would respond. Both 
told him not to speak about it 
with anyone else.

The first part of this graph-
ic novel, written by Julian 
Voloj and drawn by Claudia 
Ahlering, depicts teenaged 
Melendez’s rise to prominence 
in the Ghetto Brothers, whose 
jackets featured garbage cans 
that “symbolized the dilapidat-
ed conditions of our environ-
ment; the terrible conditions of 
living in the South Bronx.” All 
out gang war was expected fol-
lowing the murder of a Ghetto 
Brother named Black Benji, 
but an encounter with a Black 
Panther community organizer 
convinced Melendez that find-
ing common cause with other 
gangs would be more produc-
tive than bloodshed. It is an 
exciting story.

The last section chronicles 
Melendez’s growing awareness 
of his Judaism and the history 
of the Marranos, Spanish for 
“pigs,” so called by the Span-
ish who secretly suspected 
baptized Jews of continuing to 
practice their faith. Melendez 

connects with the last Jew-
ish congregation in the once 
heavily Jewish South Bronx, 
mostly Holocaust survivors 
who refused to leave “because 
they had lived through hell in 
Hitler’s Europe [so] the gangs 
didn’t scare them.” 

His efforts to remake his 
identity are sensitively por-
trayed in the book. When he 
finally tells his mother about 
his Jewish journey, he takes 
off his Yankees cap to show 
her his kippah. “When I wore 
the [gang] colors, mamita,” he 
tells her, “I was tense. There 
was fear and a lot of frustra-
tion. But now I wear a yar-
mulke. To me the yarmulke 
represents peace. No frustra-
tion. No anger.” He realizes she 
can’t make the same journey, 
but is happy he found his way.

Ghetto Brother is one of the 
most unlikely Jewish stories 
out there, but by the end, it is 
clearly some kind of a Jewish 
story. The action moves quick-
ly and the black and white 
artwork captures the decay 
and gritty energy of 1970s New 
York. Young readers who enjoy 
hip-hop are likely to really 
have fun reading this book – it 
is largely about a teenager. 
However you may feel about 
hip-hop music, the story of 
hip-hop is one of the greatest 
of all American cultural sagas. 
The music emerged from the 
South Bronx to conquer the 
world, and the back story pro-
vided by Ghetto Brother adds 
an improbable and enjoyable 
Jewish element to the tale. 
If you don’t know, now you 
know.

Ghetto Brother is published  
by NBM Graphic Novels  
(www.nbmpub.com).

From: Ghetto Brother
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Rabbi Everett Gendler Reflects on His (and Our) 
Jewish Life in the Berkshires
Author of Jews for Universalists talks about nature, tradition, and letting 
go in retirement
By Albert Stern

GREAT BARRINGTON – The 
Berkshires has long been a 
place where people have built 
domiciles that announce, “We 
made it.” But even in a region 
abounding in dream homes, 
the residence of Rabbi Ever-
ett Gendler and his wife Mary 
stands out by saying “We 
made it” in an entirely differ-
ent way. 

The house is sited near 
Monument Mountain on 
a stunning property that 
sprawls from the road past a 
hayfield, down to a creek and 
then nearly to the top of a 
forested hillside beyond – “par-
adise,” says Rabbi Gendler, a 
characterization that is impos-
sible to argue against. But it is 
not a Gan Eden fashioned by 
an Almighty hand. Both Rabbi 
Gendler, a pioneer of Jewish 
environmentalism, and Mary 
have worked on the land for 
close to 40 years. For the first 
19 years they owned it, the 
Gendler family spent summers 
living in a pop-up trailer and 
bathing in the stream. The 
previous owner, says the rab-
bi, “had cut down everything 
thicker than a toothpick,” 
leaving a blank canvas upon 
which the couple could realize 
their personal vision for their 
homestead. Following organic 
gardening principles, Rabbi 
Gendler planted trees and 
tended a large vegetable gar-
den, while Mary landscaped 
the grounds and cultivated the 
flower gardens and fruit trees, 
a division of labor he says was 
aimed to ensure both shalom 
bayit and shalom gan.

After Rabbi Gendler’s re-
tirement as a congregational 
rabbi and Jewish chaplain at 
Phillips Academy in Andover, 
MD, the couple set to work 
on their Berkshires home. 
Moving through the abode as 
Rabbi Gendler led me to his 
study on a lower floor for our 
interview, I was struck by the 
number of discrete seating 
areas throughout the house. 
(Later, Mary Gendler would 
show me similar “rooms” she 
devised out of doors.) Some 
take advantage of a mountain 
vista or a garden view, but it 
took only a bit of imagination 
on my part to recognize that 
each area had been fashioned 
by the Gendlers to have a 
specific identity. It instantly 
comes through that the couple 
took care to imagine the life 
that would be lived in the 
rooms, had imagined the way 
the natural beauty surround-
ing the house would work on 
the feelings and perceptions of 
the people inside it, and had 
then provided surroundings in 
which those experiences might 
unfold. 

No doubt these impressions 
were in part a product of my 
immersion in Rabbi Gendler’s 
essays, collected in a volume 
titled Judaism for Universal-
ists. His home made me think 
that he and Mary have made 
real a passage from his 2001 
essay “Through the Zen Gar-
den of the Hebrews,” in which 
he describes the Zen garden as 
representing “the persistence 

of nature unvanquished, thus 
speaking to the deep desire of 
so many…for a proper balance 
between the naturally given 
and the humanly devised. In 
short, all the virtues in a sin-
gle beckoning image!”

Not only that, as Mary 
points out, “we’re only five 
minutes from the Price Chop-
per.” All the virtues, indeed.

I’d come there to talk about 
ideas with the rabbi, and may-
be felt that I was a bit shallow 
by being so distracted by real 
estate. I found myself grop-
ing for the word that distilled 
my impressions of the house 
and its distinctive personality; 
that word came to me when 
Rabbi Gendler pointed me to a 
couch in his study that faces 
out toward the hills. He said: 
“This is where you should sit. 
This way, you’ll enjoy the view 
while we talk.” At that mo-
ment, the word I was looking 
for came to me – “functional.” 
With the rabbi’s considerate 
entreaty that I sit 
where I would enjoy 
the view, I realized 
that the house and 
the land and the ideas 
were all different 
manifestations of a 
world view that aims 
to elevate and nourish 
the spirit. 

“Functional” is also 
a good way to think of 
Rabbi Gendler’s work 
both on the page and off – he 
is not solely a man of ideas, 
but an activist, as well. He 
marched with Martin Luther 
King, Jr. in the 1960s, and 
will next year mark the 10th 
anniversary of his and Mary’s 
post-retirement involvement 
with Tibetan exiles via the 
group Strategic Nonviolent 
Struggle. The couple played a 
central role in the founding of 
the Active Nonviolence Edu-
cation Center in Dharmasala, 
India, and on their last visit 
there, were able to introduce 
two of their grandsons to the 
Dalai Lama. The Gendlers 
have traveled the world, and 
visited its most important 
religious sites, and have inte-
grated what they experienced 
into a holistic and ecumenical 
vision of Jewish life.

Judaism for Universalists, 
with its wealth of insights on 
how to reconnect to religious 
practices and thinking tied to 
the forces of nature, deserves 
space on every Jewish book-
shelf here in the Berkshires. 
It is also fascinating and 
instructive to read Rabbi 
Gendler’s essays about his 
involvement in politics, activ-
ism, Zionism, pacifism, and 
religious ecumenicism. As 
Rabbi Gendler’s achievements 
are well known in this Jewish 
community, I chose to use our 
time together to ask about 
his experience of living in the 
Berkshires, along with some 
impressions of how to enrich 
the practice of Judaism by 
connecting to the natural 
beauty that surrounds us.

The Jewish Berkshires
In the Jewish Berkshires, 

it seems to Rabbi Gendler that 
“there is a natural egalitarian-
ism. The severe malady called 
‘macheritis’ doesn’t afflict 
our lives.” While those of us 
working with the Federation 
have found that the geograph-
ic distances that separate 
the various congregations in 
Berkshire County sometimes 
make it challenging for Jews to 
connect, Rabbi Gendler finds a 
virtue in that separation. 

“Because we are so spread 
out, our unity and our effec-
tiveness is more dependent on 
the spiritual,” he says. “I think 
of a Jewish community being 
both social and spiritual. In a 
close community with geo-
graphic proximity, the social 
will get you by – you’re friendly 
with people, you bump into 
them. When we’re more spread 
out, there is necessarily less of 
that. And the spiritual – that 
is, the sense of Jewish pur-
pose, the sense of dedication 
to the divine – actually plays 

a more important part in our 
connectedness. And that I 
believe is even among people 
who don’t think of themselves 
as particularly religious. 

“I think we’re blessed in 
that we have companionship 
with one another, but we also 
have to live a good part of our 
daily lives separate from one 
another. And then the sense of 
unity is much more dependent 
on our religious or philosophi-
cal outlook.”

Reconnecting with the 
Natural World of Torah and 
Traditions

A recurring theme in 
Judaism for Universalists is 
the disconnectness between 
Judaism as it is presently 
practiced and the meaning-
ful role of the natural world 
and its rhythms in Torah and 
religious literature. Part of the 
reason for that, Rabbi Gendler 
acknowledges, is a product of 
centuries of Diaspora life and 
its uncertainties, which works 
against the development of a 
sense of rootedness. Another 
cause is the urban and cosmo-
politan orientation of Jewish 
life in recent centuries. 

In the Zen garden essay, 
Rabbi Gendler bemoaned “the 
failure of Judaism to compre-
hend the natural realm,” and 
chafed against the assurance 
of historian Salo Baron that 
“the distinct contribution of 
the Hebrew Bible was the 
dominance of nature by his-
tory.” In an earlier 1971 essay 
“On the Judaism of Nature,” 
Rabbi Gendler wrote about 
his conviction that “contem-
porary Judaism, if it is to be a 
living religion, must [have]…a 

renewed em-
phasis on those 
many nature 
elements that 
lie dormant, 
neglected, 
sublimated, 
and suppressed 
within the 
tradition.” He 
recognized then 
“a profoundly 
felt need among 
many people for 
a renewed rela-
tionship to khey 
ha-olamim, the 
Life of the Uni-
verse.”

So many 
members of the 
Berkshires Jewish community 
have relocated here from other 
places, and bring with them 
different ideas of religious 
practice and communal life. 
Once here, what we have in 
common is the natural beauty 
of the region, plus the oppor-

tunity to re-examine 
scripture through 
that lens. “We share 
proximity to nature,” 
says Rabbi Gend-
ler. “Among Jewish 
sacred texts, nature 
is included – I mean 
that literally. ‘Ma’asei 
beresheit,’ the works 
of creation. Every 
Friday night in that 
grand toast to the 

Creator, the Kiddush, we cele-
brate the work of creation. We 
live among that – dazzlingly! 
I feel a lot of people out here 
are affected by the beauty of 
creation. We feel it suffuse our 
spirits. And that is actually an 
added dimension of fellowship.

“In a funny way, when we 
come together Jewishly, let’s 
say at a service, we bring 
ourselves and simply by being 
there we say to ourselves and 
to the world, ‘Life is not an 
accident. There is genuine 
purpose in this world.’ And 
we’re here to align ourselves 
with that divine purpose and 
serve as witnesses to it.” 

Letting Go in Retirement
Rabbi Gendler also offers 

some thoughts for people who, 
like he and Mary, relocated to 
the Berkshires upon retire-
ment. “Mary and I internally 
define ‘retire’ as redirection of 
energy,” he says. “Presuppo-
sition – you still have energy 
to redirect and that you will 
direct that energy, you won’t 
simply let it trickle away. 
We’ve been blessed to have 
ended our work when we were 
ready to do it. That was 20 
years ago. 

“At retirement, every inter-
est, every set aside impulse is 
now a contender for cultiva-
tion. Interests you didn’t have 
time for, now you have time 
for – where will they lead? All 
of them can be enriched by, 
nourished by surroundings 
of astonishing natural beauty 
and also intimations of the 
past history of Hawthorne 
and Melville. They hung out 
here – wow! There are historic 

vibrations we can tune into.
“If we can take those fresh 

invitations to expand our hori-
zons, and we bring the full-
ness of ourselves – and I don’t 
mean that as an abstraction 
– I mean whims, fantasies, 
impulses, fleeting notions. 
Yes, the mind is a monkey, a 
mischievous monkey. Capture 
any one of those fantasies that 
traipse across your awareness. 
Follow it out. What does it 
yield? [Retirement] is an op-
portunity to re-appreciate and 
reabsorb the fullness of the 
‘tzelem Elohim,’ the divine im-
age, the richness of our divine 
endowment. People discover 
talents they have forgotten 
or that they didn’t know they 
had. 

“What was once a distrac-
tion now is a lead, an intima-
tion, possibly a fresh discovery 
– wow! That, with the support 
of these divine surroundings, 
we blossom afresh.” As he put 
it in a 1997 essay “Not Tired, 
Merely Retired”: “Turning 65 
became a signpost, not a stop 
sign.”

Now 87 years old and deal-
ing with nagging health issues, 
Gendler says, “As I slow down, 
life speeds up,” and krechtzes 
a little about the 3 month win-
ter “galus” (exile) to Sarasota 
that he is now forced to take 
to escape the harsh Berk-
shires winter. He is working 
on translating the work of his 
“shtetl rabbi,” having picked 
up the project after 60 years, 
and is also planning to re-
turn to India next fall for the 
10th anniversary of the Active 
Nonviolence Education Center. 
As active as he remains, he 
also stresses the importance of 
acceptance.

“It is important to let go 
in any directive sense,” says 
Rabbi Gendler on the stage of 
life he is experiencing. “On the 
other hand, mentally, preserve 
it all. It is now recorded and 
sealed – and so it was. Savor 
it. Appreciate it. It was imper-
fect…by definition. All of what 
we do is imperfect. But it was. 
I think it is possible to let go 
and retain. It seems to be the 
case. Yes.”
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Rabbi Everett Gendler in his study

“‘Ma’asei beresheit,’ the works 
of creation. Every Friday night in 
that grand toast to the Creator, 
the Kiddush, we celebrate the 

work of creation. We live among 
that – dazzlingly!”


