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Major Donors Breakfast will focus on staying strong
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100 Years in the
Jewish Berkshires
Helen Maislen looks back on her century of
involvement in local Jewish life

Elie and Marilyn Katzman, co-chairs of Federation’s Major Donors Breakfast
LENOX – The Jewish Federation of the
Berkshires is excited to be hosting its
annual Major Donors Breakfast on
Sunday, July 16 at 9:30 a.m. at
Cranwell Resort, Spa, & Golf Club.
Attendance at this special event has
more than doubled in the past few
years, reflecting an increased level of
interest, investment, and involvement
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in the work of our Federation and the
impact it has on building and sustaining Jewish life in the region.
This year’s breakfast will look at
building resilience, an undertaking
that the Federation counts as an important priority for the community’s
aging population and other individuals
who face hardship.
“We forget that the Berkshires is
a rural region, and that can be very
isolating for older community members, especially in the winter,” says
Dara Kaufman, executive director of
the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires. “Not everyone can afford to
go to Florida or pay to be in assisted
living. Berkshire County has one of the
highest percentages of aging adults in
MAJOR DONORS, continued on page 5

Annual Meeting Will Celebrate Our
Work Together
Professor Leonard Saxe to speak about on-campus
challenges for Jewish college students
LENOX – Starting at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, June 14, the Jewish
Federation of the Berkshires will hold
its 77th annual meeting at the Seven
Hills Inn, 40 Plunkett Street in Lenox,
hosted by owners Robin Gerson Wong
and Denis Wong.
The meeting is free and open to the
entire Berkshire Jewish community,
and will feature a dessert reception.
President Judy Usow will speak
about the current status of the Federation and address its future, while Dara
Kaufman will deliver the Executive
Director’s Report. During the meeting,
outgoing members of the Federation
board will be recognized for their contributions and the new board will be
elected by members of the community.
Also, the Simkin Schiller College
Scholarship Awards will be presented.

Guest Speaker
Leonard Saxe will be this year’s
guest speaker, his topic: “The College

Professor Leonard Saxe
ANNUAL MEETING, continued on
page 5

Helen Maislen in North Adams in the 1940s with
daughters Linda (top) and twins Susan (left) and
Judith
Helen Maislen celebrated her
100th birthday on March 19 with
her 4 children, 10 grandchildren,
and their spouses, plus all 18 of
her great-grandchildren. She has
lived nearly all of her life in Berkshire County, all the more remarkable because even in Helen’s youth,
this was a place that a young Jew

was more likely to leave than to settle in. While the tides of economic
opportunity here ebbed and flowed
over the decades, the lure of finding one’s fortunes elsewhere has
always been strong, as the local
Jewish community has always been
100 YEARS, continued on page 13
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Rabbi Reflection
Finding Sources of Uplift Amid Harrowing Headlines
By Rabbi Joshua Breindel
The past few months have been unsettling,
issue of the BJV) and issued a statement calling for our elected officials and leadto say the least. Over a hundred Jewish iners “to speak and act – consistently, frequently, and forcibly – to help end these
stitutions – schools, temples, elder housing
attacks on the Jewish community and the rise in religiously motivated violence.”
facilities, and community centers – have been
I’m delighted to inform you that the rabbis and Jewish spiritual leaders in our
targeted with bomb threats. Headstones in
county have been working closely. In collaboration with Federation, we have been
Jewish cemeteries have been desecrated. New
meeting not only to plan unifying community events but also to be proactive in
stories of anti-Semitic incidents seem to be in
protecting and educating our communities. One of our most important missions, I
the headlines whenever I check the news.
feel, is for us to offer our people new ways to feel a sense of hope and pride in our
I asked Rabbi Salzmann, my emeritus rabbi
shared heritage.
at Temple Anshe Amunim, if he had ever seen
I opened this reflection with my conversation with Rabbi Salzmann. As we conanything like it. “No,” he responded, gravely. “I
tinued talking, I asked him another question: What lessons from the past might
don’t recall anything that compares.”
sustain us in the present? “Unity!” he responded. “Am echad b’lev echad – we’re
It’s been difficult to keep a level head
one people with one heart!”
through this time. I’ve felt a lot of anger. I’ve
Rabbi Salzmann’s answer touched me on a number of levels. Not only was it
had moments clouded by depression. And there
applicable in our current social and political climate, but it is especially fitting in
have been horrible instants of terror, as when
this season of the Jewish calendar.
the JCC in which my mother has an office was
At Shavuot, we learn how our ancestors become a single people at Sinai. No
evacuated due to a (thankfully unsubstantiated) bomb threat.
longer were they a loose collection of families; by
At the same time, I’ve found quite a few sources of uplift.
accepting ol malchut shamayim (the obligations of
I am sustained by the truth
This wave of anti-Semitism has been met with resistance.
divine service) they were unified by their covenant
Many of our elected officials condemned these acts. More
our Creator. This narrative is incredibly powerthat I am a link in a very long with
recently, in an almost-unheard of moment of unanimity,
ful – not only does it describe ancient events, but it
the entire Senate penned a letter to Attorney General Jeff
chain that stretches from past also joins me to them in a very personal way.
Sessions, Homeland Security Secretary John Kelly, and FBI
I am connected to my people through our sacred
generations to generations
Director James Comey urging them to take immediate action
texts, our literature, our rituals and our customs. I
to stem these incidents and to provide assistance to affected
am sustained by the truth that I am a link in a very
yet to be.
institutions.
long chain that stretches from past generations to
Of greater surprise and delight to me was the response of
generations yet to be. Although I may face difficult
many members of the American-Muslim community. One well-publicized example
moments, I find new strength and confidence in knowing that my people have
was a campaign to raise funds to help repair damaged headstones in a St. Louis
already weathered similar events.
Jewish cemetery. The effort exceeded its goal in just over a day and went on to
I feel embraced by my friends, colleagues, and the Jewish community of the
raise more than five times its original goal.
Berkshires. I feel uplifted by the members of the greater community who have
Beyond such moments of generosity, I’ve read many news articles about
marched in our streets and written letters expressing their conviction that hate
warming Jewish/Muslim relations in our country. The American-Jewish commuhas no place in our shared home. And I feel grateful in knowing that, ultimately,
nity has opened their wallets – and, in some cases, their sanctuaries – to provide
we are one.
safe places for Muslim congregations to worship in the aftermath of Islamophobic
May you find meaning and inspiration in our upcoming holiday – and may the
arson.
coming summer months bring us blessing and hope!
Closer to home, I’ve found a great sense of support in the Berkshires. In the
wake of anti-Semitic and racist statements being left on parked cars in Pittsfield,
Rabbi Joshua Breindel is spiritual leader of Temple Anshe Amunim in Pittsfield and
people of every background expressed their outrage in The Berkshire Eagle and
president of Pittsfield Area Council of Congregations (PACC), an interfaith organionline. Just a few weeks ago, the Lutheran and Episcopal Clergy of Berkshire
zation through which leaders of faith communities come together to build relationCounty sent a letter to the Jewish community of the Berkshires (included in this
ships.

Letters to the Editor
Your Dollars Provide Meals, Dignity, and
Companionship in Jerusalem

Survivor’s Story in BJV Hit Home for Local Author

Dear Jewish Federation of the Berkshires:

I read Albert Stern’s In My View
article “Live Long Enough, You Find
Some Things Out” in the last BJV with
great interest.
I was born in 1946 in Los Angeles,
and my only knowledge of the Holocaust, growing up, was Grandma
Fanny, who left Poland in 1923 with
her sister Yetta, but lost 10 brothers
and sisters to “the ovens” and “that
butcher Hitler.” My memory of Grandma Franny is that she was always
laughing, a warm and loving soul.
I became interested in the Holocaust, particularly hidden children,
in the 1990s. After much research, I
wrote a book, A Secret Star, about a
Jewish child hidden by Polish Chris-

We are deeply grateful to have been
selected by your board of directors for
generous funding toward the Meir Panim Jerusalem Free Restaurant, which
provides nourishment and encouragement to Jerusalem’s most impoverished residents.
The latest poverty report by Israel’s
National Insurance Institute revealed
that a staggering 1.7 million people
in Israel live below the poverty line!
In Jerusalem, Israel’s most populous
city, 28% of the population “feels poor.”
Your grant will help Meir Panim provide
nutritious, high-quality meals to disadvantaged children and to struggling
families, thereby alleviating hunger and
lowering the rate of malnutrition among
Israel’s impoverished population.
With your support, the Jerusalem
Free Restaurant will also continue to
provide companionship, friendship,
and assistance to the elderly, the
unemployed, and the working poor –
putting an end
to the isolation
and shame
that all too
often accompany poverty. The

comfortable atmosphere is designed to
look and feel like a restaurant, preserving the self-esteem of our clients. No
one is turned away, and no questions
are asked.
Additionally, through our Meals-onWheels program, over 2,000 meals per
month are prepared at the Jerusalem
branch and are delivered daily to the
disabled, homebound, and the elderly,
including Holocaust survivors.
Your partnership with us helps to
brighten the lives of the disadvantaged
in Israel, while serving for many of the
needy living in Jerusalem as their only
lifeline for sustenance.
Please know your generosity means
the world to us. Thank you.
David Roth, President
American Friends of Meir Panim

Dear Berkshire Jewish Voice:
tians during WWII, as was the mother
of Mr. Stern’s friend, whose story he
related. I wanted to write a story that
would preserve Jewish themes and
values for generations to come.
I appreciate all the Federation and
the BJV do for our Jewish community.
With best wishes,
Sharon Flitterman-King, Ph.D.
Hillsdale, NY
Sharon Flitterman-King, along with her
husband Michael King, will present
“The Art of Writing Historical Fiction”
at the Federation’s Thursday, May 18
Connecting With Community program,
starting 10:45 a.m. at Knesset Israel in
Pittsfield.
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The color photography in this issue of the Berkshire Jewish
Voice is made possible through the generosity of Rob
Bildner and Elisa Spungen-Bildner, honorary publishers.
The staff of the Federation and the BJV are deeply grateful.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The Berkshire Jewish Voice welcomes signed letters on subjects of interest to the
Jewish community. Letters are printed upon space availability. The BJV reserves
the right to edit all letters for content, length, and style. The BJV does not print
anonymous letters, insults, libelous or defamatory statements. Published letters do
not represent the views of the Federation, its board of directors, or the newspaper,
but rather express the views of their authors. For verification purposes, please include full name, home address, and a day and evening telephone number. Send
letters to: Berkshire Jewish Voice, 196 South Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201, or email:
jfb.berkshirevoice@verizon.net.
Enjoying a meal at Meir Panim Jerusalem Free Restaurant
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Guest Editorial
The ‘Anyone I Don’t Like is Hitler’ Rule
By Jonathan S. Tobin/JNS.org
The biggest Jewish news story during
made those charges didn’t apologize when
Passover this year was the latest examsuspects in the JCC threats turned out to
ple of a rule of political argument: he who
be a disturbed Israeli teen and a left-wing
mentions Hitler first always loses. I refer,
American writer. Nor have liberal pundits
of course, to Sean Spicer, the White House
who analogize Trump to Hitler or called his
press secretary and the man who, along
policies fascist issued mea culpas, let alone
with his boss, President Donald Trump, has
anything half so contrite as the apology from
made the Saturday Night Live comedy show
the wretched Spicer.
relevant again.
The Spicer gaffe also overshadowed a
Spicer hit a new low when he seemed to
deliberate attempt to demonize Jews in the
say that Syrian dictator Bashar al-Assad
service of the war on Trump just a few days
was worse than Adolf Hitler. In damning
earlier. The Politico website, one of the most
Assad for his use of chemical weapons,
well-read and respected sources of political
Spicer asserted that even Hitler “didn’t sink
news, published a lengthy piece on the eve
to using chemical weapons.”
of Passover linking the Hasidic movement
Perhaps Spicer was thinking about the
Chabad to a nefarious network of real estate
fact that the Germans didn’t employ chemmoguls that tied the Trump family to Russian
ical weapons when fighting Allied armies as
President Vladimir Putin. The piece, titled
they had in World War I, when both sides
“The Happy-Go-Lucky Jewish Group That
used poison gas as a military weapon. But
Connects Trump and Putin,” seemed to allege
On March 29, more than 150 people at Pittsfield’s Knesset Israel
you don’t need to be a historian to know
that the activities of Chabad, whose hallmark
heard “Left vs. Right: The Battle for Israel’s Soul.” Moderated by BJV
that poison gas played a prominent role in
is Jewish outreach, provide some sort of proof
editor Albert Stern (center), the Federation-sponsored debate featured
the Nazis’ war on the Jews. After a couple
for the charges that Trump is in cahoots with
Forward columnist J.J. Goldberg (left) and Jewish News Service
of inadequate attempts to rationalize his
Moscow (an argument that has less cogency
columnist Jonathan S. Tobin (right) in a spirited, but civil, exchange of
statement, Spicer apologized unreservedly.
now that Trump has taken on Russia over
ideas from both sides of the political spectrum. In a recent JNS column
The president ought to fire him for stupidity,
Syria).
reprinted here, the right-of-center leaning Tobin reflects on the dangers
but to those committed to all-out political
But it proved nothing of the sort about
of hyperbole emanating from both sides of the ideological divide.
warfare against all things Trump, Spicer’s
Chabad or Trump. Filled with errors and instatement couldn’t be walked back and denuendo, the article was as much an example
served to be put down as “Holocaust denial,” if not support for Hitler (as Andrew
of “fake news” as anything cooked up by the far left or far right. The Anti-DefamaRosenthal of The New York Times implied) or outright anti-Semitism, despite there
tion League correctly condemned it as a “calumny” that “invoked age-old myths
being no reason to think that was Spicer’s intention.
about the Jews.” As Bethany Mandel noted in The Federalist, “Who needs altWhile Spicer was a fool to compare anyone, even someone as bad as Assad,
right conspiracy theories about the Jews when you have Politico?”
to Hitler, the anti-Trump “resistance” appears to have no such compunctions
Liberals guilty of anti-Semitism don’t excuse offensive conservatives. But the
about the objects of their disdain. It’s not enough to disagree with Trump and his
moral of the story is that if you complain about Jew-hatred when it can be linked
minions or even to point out the alleged dangers of their policies. The political left
to false narratives about Trump, yet you don’t get worked up about what Iran
has embraced White House Chief Strategist Steve Bannon’s credo that politics is
or the Palestinians are saying, let alone about Politico or liberal politicians with
warfare, in which anything may be said if it helps delegitimize a foe.
backgrounds as apologists for anti-Semites—such as the Democratic National
The Trump administration opened itself up to criticism earlier in the year
Committee’s deputy leader, Minnesota’s Rep. Keith Ellison—then maybe it’s time
when it omitted a reference to Jews in its International Holocaust Remembrance
to question your motives.
Day statement and when the president was slow to unreservedly condemn a spate
Sean Spicer should teach us that the “anyone I don’t like is Hitler”—or worse—
of bomb threats at JCCs. But Jewish liberals weren’t content with blasting these
approach to politics or history always fails. Unfortunately, many of his liberal
blunders. Instead they claimed Trump was responsible for inspiring the threats
critics need to learn the same lesson.
and a new wave of anti-Semitism. But unlike the foolish Spicer, the groups that

Letters to the Editor, continued
A Home with a Heart Thanks a Community with a Heart
Dear Jewish Federation of the Berkshires:
I wish to express our warmest appreciation for your most generous gift
towards our Personal Items Package
program at the Neve Michael Children’s
Village in Pardes Hana, Israel.
Neve Michael is Home to over 280
children at risk in Israel, many of
whom come from dysfunctional families and suffered severe emotional traumas at a tender age. Our Children’s
Emergency Crisis Center receives 50
boys and girls a year who are removed
from their homes by court order. They
are brought through our gates by the
Welfare authorities, at times in the
middle of the night, and each child
we receive has a horror story. Their
panic-stricken eyes tell all. Many of our
children were abused by their natural
parents, verbally,
physically, and even
sexually. Some suffered horrific beatings, or witnessed
cruel violence inflicted on their siblings.
None of them knows
what it means to
be part of a normal
household, to be
taken care of, to feel
wanted and loved.
They arrive with
nothing but the

shirts on their backs, or in their pajamas. They come to us as frightened
little children who have lost everything. We receive them with kindness,
warmth, and open arms, but that isn’t
enough. We have to give them something they can call their very own. This
is why our Personal Items Package
program, to which you have given so
big-heartedly, is so vital for our children in those first critical moments
when they arrive at our Emergency
Crisis Center.
The boys and girls who receive your
welcoming gifts are presented with a
personal package containing 2 new
pairs of pajamas, 7 pairs of underwear, 4 pairs of socks, shoes/sandals,
pants/skirt, 2 t-shirts, a hairbrush
and a toothbrush.
Some of our newly
arrived children
open them right
up, anxious to get
their hands on
something that
belongs to them.
Others are too
traumatized to
appreciate what’s
being handed to
them. But after
a few days at our
Emergency Crisis

Thank you volunteers Ellen Rosenblatt and the BJV delivery team,
Michael Albert, Jeff Kramer, Roman Rozenblyum, and Ron Turbin

Center, all our boys and girls come to
realize that these personal belongings
were given to them by kind and caring
adults.
The dedicated staff at Neve Michael
works to restore the emotional well-being of our children – but that’s a longterm process that takes many years.
Your wonderful gift helps our boys and

girls get over that first hurdle in the
darkest moments of their lives, and for
this gesture of kindness we can’t thank
you enough.
With love and appreciation,
Hava Levene
Programs and Projects
MORE LETTERS, page 4
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Letters to the Editor, continued
Federation Supports Jewish Life on UMass
Amherst Campus

Your Gifts Empower the Israeli Artisans of
Yad LaKashish

Dear Jewish Federation of the Berkshires,
Thank you so much for your support of Jewish student life at Hillel at
UMass Amherst! The grant we receive
annually from the Jewish Federation of
the Berkshires is essential in creating a
vibrant, diverse, and meaningful Jewish life for over 2,000 Jewish students
on the UMass Amherst campus.
Your support helps our students
develop positive Jewish identities by
allowing them to participate in our 10
Jewish student groups (or create their
own), in weekly Shabbat services and
meals, holiday celebrations, as interns
in our outreach program, on trips to Israel and places for community service,
and in myriad other ways.

Dear Jewish Federation of the Berkshires,
Through a wide-range of cultural,
religious, social and community service
programming, we strive to meet students at whatever stage of exploration
they are in and help them develop the
friendships, connections and positive
experiences they need to make a lasting commitment to Judaism. Your gift
is building the Jewish future.
We are grateful to partner with you
in creating a lively and welcoming
Jewish community and UMass Amherst!
Rabbi Aaron Fine
Executive Director,
Hillel House
at UMass Amherst

We have just received your generous
grant from the Jewish Federation of
the Berkshires. We would like to thank
you for your partnership and ongoing
loyalty to Yad LaKashish.
Yad LaKashish supports and
empowers hundreds of low-income
seniors, most of whom are immigrants
to Israel from the Former Soviet Union
and Ethiopia, and many of whom are
Holocaust survivors. The program gives
nearly 275 of Jerusalem’s needy elderly
a sense of purpose and self-worth
through creative work opportunities,
essential support services, and a warm

community environment. In exchange
for their artistic work, Yad LaKashish
provides monthly stipends, bus passes,
transportation, dental care, vision care,
ambulance fees, hearing devices, free
snacks and hot lunches, and educational programs and projects.
This grant will go towards paying
for 107 monthly bus passes for our elderly, needy artisans. Not only will this
enable our artisans to get to and from
‘work’ without any expense to them,
but it will also increase and improve
their mobility and independence. We
believe that this is necessary in maintaining the dignity of the
elderly individuals we work
with, and as such is one
of the financial benefits
we offer to them as part
of their participation, as
opposed to just a charity
hand out.
We are very appreciative
of the support we receive
from the Jewish Federation
of the Berkshires and look
forward to continuing our
partnership with you.
Thank you,
Nava Ein-Mor
Executive Director

Artisans at work at Yad LaKashish
(“Lifeline for the Old”)

Local Lutheran and Episcopal Clergy Share
Message of Support to the Jewish Community in
Berkshire County,
Students at UMass Amherst’s Hillel House

Just in Time for Passover
Dear Jewish Federation of the Berkshires:
I am writing to thank you on behalf
holiday times, and by that support
their decisions to leave their abusive
of the women, children, and staff of the
homes.
Haifa Women’s Crisis Shelter for your
This year, 59 women and 67 chilgenerous donation.
Your donation came right on time –
dren were treated at the Shelter. In
before Passover.
addition, two women and their three
children resided at the transitional
We used half of it ($1,500) to
dwelling we operate. We are proud that
celebrate Passover by buying special
most of the women choose to go to a
food for holiday meals and by financnon-violent environment when they
ing leisure activities for women and
children during the Passover vacation.
leave the Shelter, and we hope they will
The remainder of your donation will be
not be victims in the future.
used to celebrate Rosh Hashanah and
Sukkot in the Shelter during the fall.
Best regards,
Dina Hevlin Dahan
The holidays are times when all of
us, including the Shelter’s residents,
Executive Director
miss their families and homes. Your
Haifa Women’s Crisis Shelter
donation enables us to celebrate the

Dear Colleagues, Neighbors, and Friends,
We write to express to you the deep
distress we feel as hateful incidents
of desecration, vandalism, and bomb
threats disrupt the life of the Jewish
community. We grieve with you, as
these vile and criminal acts multiply almost daily. The horrible graffiti on Mt.
Tom last fall and the bomb threat forcing the evacuation of the Springfield
Jewish Community Center on March 3
have brought it home to us that this
epidemic of hatred is not far from us
here in Berkshire County.
We stand in solidarity with you
as you face the fears these hateful
acts are intended to heighten. We are
committed to confronting the lie that
anyone has the right to discriminate
against or threaten any religious, ethnic, or cultural community.
We know that it will take more than
a few words in a presidential speech to
assuage the grief of families witnessing
the toppled gravestones of their loved
ones. We know that it will require more
than the 140 characters of a tweet to

address the horror of watching the
forced march of little children evacuating Jewish community centers across
our nation.
We call upon all our elected leaders to speak and act – consistently,
frequently, and forcibly – to help end
these attacks on the Jewish community. We will also be sending the
enclosed letter to the Berkshire delegation of the State Legislature and to
Congressman Neal, Senator Warren,
Senator Markey, and Governor Baker
expressing our sincere concerns. To
us, these acts represent an assault on
the soul of the American nation, a profound violation of the American vision.
Please remember that you can call
on us, and we will demonstrate the
solidarity we pledge to you.
Yours in the fellowship we have
long treasured,
The Lutheran & Episcopal Clergy
of Berkshire County, undersigned

[This letter was signed by the following:]

Activities at the Shelter

The Rev. Marc L. Britt
The Rev. Cricket Cooper, Rector, St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Pittsfield
The Rev. Mary Frances Curns, Rector, All
Saints of the Berkshires, North Adams
The Rev. Tom Damrosch
The Rev. Bruce Duncan
The Rev. Peter Elvin
The Rev. Tad Evans, Curate, St. Helena’s
Chapel, Lenox
The Rev. Joseph Farnes, Assistant Rector,
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Stockbridge
The Rev. Jenny Gregg, Priest, Cathedral
of the Beloved, Pittsfield
The Rev. Frances A. Hills
The Rev. Sam Smith, Rector, St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, Stockbridge

The Rev. Noreen Suriner, Pastor and
Priest at St Luke’s, Lanesboro
The Rev. Dr. Jane Tillman, Priest Associate, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Stockbridge
The Rev. Michael Tuck, Rector, Trinity
Church/St. Helena’s Chapel, Lenox
The Rev. Libby Wade, Interim Rector, St.
John’s Episcopal Church, Williamstown
The Rev. Timothy Weisman, Pastor, Zion
Lutheran Church, Pittsfield
The Rev. Dr. Stephen L. White
The Rev. Randy Wilburn, Interim Pastor,
Christ Trinity Church, Sheffield
The Rev. Dcn. Jinney Vogel-Polizzi,
Assistant, Grace Episcopal Church, Great
Barrington
The Rev. Dr. Janet Zimmerman, Rector,
Grace Episcopal Church, Great Barrington
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Your Federation Presents
MAJOR DONORS, continued from page 1
the state and we certainly see
that reflected in our Jewish
community.”
“This means many community members are aging in
place. Most do not have adult
children living nearby. Loneliness, depression, and sudden
changes in physical or emotional health are just some of
the issues Federation works to
address.”
Some of the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires’ largest
programs – the Connecting
with Community kosher lunch
program, kosher Meals on
Wheels, and the community
social worker – are all vital
links to helping community
members age in place with
dignity.
“Last year we served over
4,500 meals, but that’s just
a number,” adds Kaufman.
“Behind every meal is a person
who finds companionship
and compassion with friends
around the lunch table or a
volunteer checking in with a
homebound individual and noticing if there are any changes
in their appearance or living
conditions. It’s about helping them stay strong, helping
them stay connected, and
making sure there is a safety
net in place for when situations suddenly change, as they
often do at this stage of life.”
Says Development Officer Margo Golos: “The Major
Donors Breakfast has become
a transformative way for peers
to meet and share ideas on
how to make a difference
in a Jewish community like
the Berkshires. It’s a way of
sharing experiences of how
Federation impacts the lives of
all the Jews in our community
– both those who come for the
summer season and those who
live here year round.
“Our donors will have the
chance to see all that this
small community accomplishes, and really understand the
impact of their support has
and the dividends they are
paying forward.”

Beyond the Blue Can –
Lifelong Jewish Service
“I remember the blue can,”
says Elie Katzman, recalling
the Jewish National Fund’s
signature blue pushkas, which
were found in most Jewish
homes and used by street corner fundraisers in the Brooklyn neighborhood of his youth.
Son of an ardent Zionist and
a mother active in Hadassah,
Katzman says that when he
was old enough, “I would
stand on the corner with one
of those cans.”
Elie and his wife, Marilyn,
have graciously stepped up
as this year’s Major Donors
Breakfast chairs, the latest
expression of their lifelong,
ongoing commitment to serving the Jewish communities in
which they have lived.
The couple relocated to New
Marlborough full time in 2012,
having been connected to the
Berkshires as second homeowners since the early 1990s.
Residing in Livingston, NJ
while pursuing his career as
a partner in an accounting
firm, Elie served on the boards
of the Jewish Federation of

Greater MetroWest, Jewish
News (a major publication
where he is a past president),
and the Jewish Community
Housing Corporation, a nonprofit organization that maintains independent and assisted living facilities throughout
New Jersey. Marilyn was the
recipient of the MetroWest Federation’s Julius and
Bessie Cohn Young Leadership Award, and also a board
member of that organization’s
Women’s Division.
Retirement has only fanned
the Katzmans’ enthusiasm
for giving back. “I was most
anxious for [retirement],” said
Elie. “In New Jersey, it was
always a struggle to meet
obligations. Now we have time
for philanthropy.” Among his
other volunteer activities, Elie
also serves on the board of
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire
and, through his work there,
sees firsthand the vital financial support that Federation
gives to religious education
at Hevreh and other Hebrew
schools in the region.
By connecting to the
Federation through the Jewish Women’s Foundation of

ing to anti-Semitism in our
local community and schools.
“We have an extremely
welcoming community,” says
Marilyn, “and people come
here and enjoy the comfort of
the Berkshires and security
in living here. We can do that
because we have, through the
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires, established a strong
Jewish community.
“We have a responsibility
to support this community,
and to continue to feel that
all of us are part of the larger
Jewish world in which we live.
Giving back is an essential
part of that.”
Says Elie: “We take great
satisfaction in being able to
closely see the Federation’s
work, and the good that is
accomplished.” In areas with
larger populations, he says,
it can be more difficult to
see results and connect with
the beneficiaries. Not so in
the Berkshires. “You can see
the camaraderie, care, and
concern community members have for each other at
the kosher lunch program”
says Marilyn. In addition, the
Katzmans have visited sum-

“We have a responsibility
to support this community,
and to continue to feel that
all of us are part of the larger
Jewish world in which we live.”
— Marilyn Katzman
Berkshire County, of which
she is a founding member,
Marilyn says she “started
seeing what this small Jewish
community does for itself. I
was impressed – there was so
much outreach and support.”
The more she participated in
local cultural life, the more
attuned she became to the fact
that it was Federation sponsoring or co-sponsoring many
of the compelling programs,
classes, and lectures of Jewish
interest that enrich the overall
Berkshires experience of those
who attend them. “People go
to these events,” she says,
“and don’t always know that
Federation is putting on the
program. They should know.”
The Federation program
that Marilyn feels most
strongly about, however, is the
kosher meals program, the
lunches at Knesset Israel and
the home delivery of food to
those who are ill, housebound,
or otherwise in need. “For
many who have limited social
opportunities, this is a true
lifeline,” she says.
In Marilyn’s view, it is important to appreciate all sides
of the Federation’s work in the
Berkshires – sponsoring compelling Jewish programming
that connects us to ideas and
entertainment from the wider
Jewish world; dealing with the
everyday challenges faced by
community members in need;
nourishing Jewish life and
continuity for local families;
sponsoring worthy Jewish
causes overseas; and respond-

mer school tutoring sessions
sponsored by the Jewish Women’s Foundation (which made
them appreciate the impact of
budget cuts on students needing additional help), and even
made the long cross-county
trip from New Marlborough
to North Adams, where they
met the Congregation Beth
Israel volunteers who prepare
and deliver meals to homebound residents once a month
through the Northern Berkshires’ Take & Eat program.
By engaging in this way,
the Katzmans have gained a
richer understanding of Jewish life across the Berkshires.
They believe it is important that donors know that

Mark Ludwig
most of the dollars donated
to the Jewish Federation of
the Berkshires are used to
support this community. “The
money is being used to help
people here,” says Marilyn.
Elie adds: “Other groups have
a broad spectrum of people
they can reach out to for donations. The Jewish community does not.”
“And if Jewish people don’t
help one another,” Marilyn
concludes, “who will?”

Resilience and Resistance
through Music
Presenting at our Major
Donors Breakfast will be Mark
Ludwig, executive director
and founder of Terezín Music
Foundation (TMF), a non-profit
organization founded in 1991
that is dedicated to preserving the musical legacy of the
composers held in the Terezin
(Theresienstadt) concentration camp in what is now the
Czech Republic. Inside the
camp, from 1941 to 1945,
composers Pavel Haas, Gideon
Klein, Hans Krása, Viktor Ullmann, and many others were
spiritually sustained by music
they composed and performed.
Ludwig, a violist, is a
Boston Symphony Orchestra
member who has blended his
musical career with social
causes promoting tolerance.
“The key word about these
composers is ‘resilience,’”
says Ludwig, who will tell
their stories and share some
of the music they created in
the camps. “To think people
wanted to create and perform
music in concentration camps,
and that others wanted to attend the performances! It was

an act of hope, and a source of
healing and transcendence.”
Ludwig says that in spite of
the great deprivation all those
interred experienced, some
were so eager to experience
the music that they traded
precious rations in order to do
so. “That they traded rations
for maybe an hour of music
shows what music can mean,”
he says. “Maybe it gave them a
psychological boost to survive
to the next day.”
Ludwig will share recordings of some of those compositions at the Major Donors
Breakfast so that attendees
can “feel its power and connect to those who heard the
music as prisoners.” He says
that hearing the story and the
music together will create “an
enhanced experience” of both.
He is also excited to be
sharing the story at a Federation event. “I look at Federation’s work, and see how they
work in our community to
provide care to those who need
it,” he says. “This form of local
outreach is a form of resilience
and it needs support.”
Mark Ludwig has performed on numerous CDs and
in concerts to benefit causes
in the US, Bosnia, Darfur, Tibet, and Europe. For his global
outreach efforts, Ludwig was
nominated to be a UNESCO
Artist-for-PEACE and Goodwill
Ambassador.
A Fulbright scholar of the
Terezín composers, Ludwig
has authored essays, program notes, and a Holocaust
curriculum for schools. Since
2001, he has been adjunct
professor at Boston College,
teaching the course “Art and
Music During the Holocaust
and Third Reich.”
Ludwig has been a tenured
violist with the Boston Symphony Orchestra since 1982,
and has performed with many
of the leading lights of classical music. His work with TMF
(per the organization’s website)
“is dedicated to advancing the
resilience of the human spirit
through music. Inspired by
the Terezín artists, we sponsor
and foster new commissions
by emerging composers, to
create music that provides a
vibrant memorial, tribute, and
voice to those who perished in
the Holocaust and to all who
are silenced by war or genocide.”

ANNUAL MEETING, continued from page 1
Campus: BDS, Anti-Semitism,
and Israel Engagement.”
He is the Klutznick Professor of Contemporary Jewish
Studies and directs the Cohen
Center for Modern Jewish
Studies and the Steinhardt
Social Research Institute at
Brandeis University. In 2012,
he received the Marshall Sklare Award, the annual honor
of the Association for the Social Scientific Study of Jewry.
Professor Saxe is a social
psychologist, as well as a
methodologist, and is concerned with the application of
social science to social policy

issues. His present focus is on
religious and ethnic identity
and specifically addresses
issues relevant to the Jewish
community.
Professor Saxe’s current research on the Jewish community involves socio-demographic studies of American Jewry
and a program of research
on Jewish education and its
relationship to the Jewish
engagement. At the Steinhardt
Institute, he is leading a program that is investigating the
size and characteristics of the
American Jewish population.
Among his recent publi-

cations, he is co-author of
a 2008 book, Ten Days of
Birthright Israel: A Journey in
Young Adult Identity, and an
author and/or editor of nearly
250 publications. He has been
a Science Fellow for the United
States Congress and was a
Fulbright Professor at Haifa
University, Israel. In 1989, he
was awarded the American
Psychological Association’s
prize for Distinguished Contributions to Psychology in the
Public Interest, Early Career.
For further information,
please call (413) 442-4360,
ext. 10.
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Your Federation Presents
“Hospice You Can Trust,
Care You Deserve,” May 22
On Monday, May 22 at
10:45 a.m., the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires has
invited representatives of Hospice of Western and Central
Massachusetts to talk about
the organization. This free program at Knesset Israel, 16 Colt
Road in Pittsfield is part of the
Federation’s Connecting With
Community series.
Hospice of Western and
Central Massachusetts is
committed to making a lasting difference in the lives of
individuals diagnosed with a
life-limiting illness by enabling
them and their loved ones
to live each day as fully and
comfortably as possible. The
staff is committed to working
closely with the patient, family
and caregiver to assist them
in understanding the end of
life process, identifying what

they can expect at the end of
life, and empowering them to
provide care when the team is
not present. This communitybased hospice provides end-oflife comfort care to patients in
any setting that is considered
home, as well as acute care
hospital settings.
Presenters Roxanne
Voelker, business development liaison and marketing
director Roberto Velez will
speak on this important
subject.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation
of the Berkshires / Connecting
With Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Monday, May 22
at 10:45 a.m., followed by lunch
(see page 22).

Connecting With Community Programs /
Kosher Hot Lunch
Programs in the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires’ Connecting With Community
series are free and start at 10:45 a.m. most Mondays and Thursdays at Knesset
Israel (16 Colt Road, Pittsfield). Programs are followed by a kosher hot lunch. Lunch
is a $2 suggested donation for adults over 60 years of age or $7 for all others. Advance reservations are required for lunch and can be made by calling (413) 442-2200
before 9 a.m. on the day of the program.
IMPORTANT NOTICE: Beginning in June and through the summer months,
kosher hot lunch will not be served on Tuesdays. Tuesday lunches resume in the fall.
For further information on all programs, please call Nancy Maurice Rogers, program director, at (413) 442-4360, ext. 15. For lunch menus and a chronological
list of all scheduled programs, please see page 22. Note that lunch menus are
subject to change.

“Writing Historical Fiction,” on May 18
On Thursday, May 18 at 10:45 a.m., the Jewish
Federation of the Berkshires welcomes David C. King
and Sharon Flitterman-King, who will talk about
writing their young adult historical novels. This free
workshop at Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road in Pittsfield
is part of the Federation’s Connecting With Community series.
David C. King’s book, The Incredible Voyage of the
Columbia, is based on the discovery of the Columbia
River in the late 1790s. Narrated by a 16-year-old
ship’s fifth mate, and based on an actual diary discovered by David, this novel combines fact and imagination to weave a compelling tale. He is the author of
more than 80 books, mostly non-fiction, in American
history, biography, and culture studies. His First
People: An Illustrated History of American Indians (DK
David C. King and Sharon Flitterman-King
Publishing, 2008-2009) has won four national awards
and is sold as both an adult and young adult title. The
Incredible Voyage of the Columbia is his first novel.
Sharon Flitterman-King was a founding faculty member of the Bard Institute for Writing and
Thinking. Her young adult novel, A Secret Star, is about a Jewish child hidden by Polish Christians
during World War II. She researched many personal narratives and historical
documents and will talk about the triumphs and challenges of making a story
that lives and breathes out of the facts of the Shoah.
The authors live in the Berkshires.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires / Connecting With Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Thursday, May 18 at 10:45 a.m., followed by lunch (see page 22).

For further information on all Jewish Federation of the
Berkshires programs, please call Nancy Maurice Rogers,
Program Director, at (413) 442-4360, ext. 15.
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Your Federation Presents
Federation’s Holocaust Remembrance Day Honored
Albanian Jewish Rescue
Community members filled the auditorium at the Berkshire Museum on
April 23 to hear the powerful and inspiring story of Jewish rescue by Albanians
in Kosova, and to remember the six million Jews and millions of others murdered by the Nazis. Attendees joined together in a moving candlelight commemoration of the Holocaust. The program was followed by a viewing of two exhibitions: Jewish Rescue in Kosova, curated by Lekë Rezniqi, and Righteous Gentiles,
created by the students of Clarksburg Middle School.
The event was co-sponsored by Jewish Federation of the Berkshires, the
Albanian American Foundation, Ronald and Karen Rettner, and Knesset Israel.
The student exhibition was sponsored by the Jewish Women’s Foundation.

The Honorable Joe DioGuardi addresses a packed auditorium
at the Berkshire Museum

Lekë Rezniqi (left) and Agim and Sadete Alickaj next to the photo of Kosovar
rescuer Mustafa Rezniqi, Lekë’s grandfather

At the reception, sponsored by Ron and Karen Rettner

Affiliate with a Congregation.
You, the congregation, and the Jewish
community benefit when you do.

• YOU GET the Jewish enrichment and spiritual nourishment you are seeking.
• YOU GET the rabbinical support you need in times of joy and sorrow.
• YOU RECONNECT with your community and your Jewish roots.

Lekë Rezniqi, Agim Alickaj, Sadete Alickaj, Joe DioGuardi, Ron Rettner, Shirley
Cloyes DioGuardi, Dara Kaufman, Karen Rettner, Shemsedin Kastrati, and
Faton Bislimi
PHOTOS: KIM COHEN

• YOU CAN PARTICIPATE in a variety of services, classes, and programs that keep Judaism
alive and flourishing in Berkshire County.
• THE CONGREGATION IS THE INSTITUTION that has sustained the Jewish people for two
millenia throughout the world. Orthodox, Conservative, Reconstructionist, or Reform,
the Jewish community wins when you join the congregation of your choice.

The Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
encourages you to affiliate.

As my parents planted for me before I was born, so do I plant for those who come after me. – Talmud
Thank you to these individuals who through their gift to the Legacy Circle will ensure that
the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires thrives long into the future. May your name be a
Blessing, and may the example you set inspire others to create their own Jewish Legacy.

Anonymous (9)
Ed Abrahams
Norman Avnet, of blessed
memory
Barbara Bashevkin
Robert Bashevkin
Linda J. L. Becker
Robert Berend
Shelley Berend
Helene Berke

Lawrence Berke
Lee & Sydelle Blatt
Betty Braun, of blessed memory
Cipora Brown
Barbara Cohen
Mark Cohen
Mimi Cohen
C. Jeffrey & Judith Cook
Gerry & Lynn Denmark
Jonathan & Lara Denmark
Sheila K. Donath
Melva Eidelberg
Monroe England, in memory of
Monroe B. & Isabel England
Dr. Armand V. Feigenbaum,
of blessed memory
Dr. Donald S. Feigenbaum,
of blessed memory
Steven Feiner
Diana & Stanley Feld

Stuart M. Fischman
Lynn & William Foggle
Elaine Friedman
Eiran Gazit
Jeffrey Goldwasser &
Jonquil Wolfson
Jordan & Laura Green
Harold Grinspoon
Ellen Heffan
Ed Jaffe, of blessed memory
Elihu Katzman
Marilyn Katzman
Dara Kaufman
Howard & Nancy Kaufman
Lawrence Klein
Sarah Klein
Arthur Kriger, of blessed
memory
Fred & Brenda Landes
Beth Laster-Nathan

Andrew S. Levine
Toby H. Levine
Erna Lindner-Gilbert
Amy Lindner-Lesser
Helen Maislen
Ellen Masters
Stuart Masters
Estelle Miller
Robert Newman,
of blessed memory
Ken & Fran Rubenstein
Stella Schecter
Arlene D. Schiff
Gary Schiff
Stephen & Deborah Schreier
Martin Silver
Sylvia Silverberg, in memory of
Jerome Silverberg
Richard A. Simons & Marcie
Greenfield Simons

Mark & Elisa Snowise
Harold Sparr, of blessed memory
Lisa Fletcher-Udel
Edward Udel
Michael & Joan Ury
Mark & Judy Usow
Henry & Beate Voremberg,
of blessed memory
Alexandra Warshaw
Florence Wineberg,
of blessed memory
Rabbi Deborah Zecher &
Rabbi Dennis Ross
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Your Federation Presents
“Advocating for Healthy
Affordable Food in
Massachusetts,” June 12

Kristina St. Cyr
On Monday, June 12 at
10:45 a.m., the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires hosts
Kristina St. Cyr, organizer
for the Massachusetts Public
Health Association (MPH), who
will present on “Advocating
for Healthy Affordable Food
in Massachusetts.” This free
program at Knesset Israel,
16 Colt Road in Pittsfield
is part of the Federation’s
Connecting With Community
series.
In Massachusetts there
are 2.8 million residents,
including more than 700,000
children, living in lower-income areas with low grocery
store access. Over 680,000
state residents are likely
eligible for federal nutrition
benefits, but are not receiving
those benefits. MPHA works
with partners around the state
to address issues of healthy
food access and affordability.
In this presentation, you will
learn more about how MPHA
is addressing food insecurity
through their work leading

the Massachusetts Food Trust
campaign, the SNAP Gap
Campaign, and the Healthy
Eating Community of Practice.
Kristina St. Cyr is responsible for managing all aspects
of the Healthy Food Financing
campaign including: organizing and facilitating the Healthy
Food Financing Working
Group. Prior to joining MPHA,
Kristina served as the Coordinator for the Dona Ana PLACE
MATTERS team in southern
New Mexico. PLACE MATTERS
is a nationwide health equity
initiative aimed at reducing
health disparities by identifying their complex root causes
and defining strategies to
address them.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation
of the Berkshires / Connecting
With Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Monday, June 12
at 10:45 a.m., followed by lunch
(see page 22).

“Legendary Locals of the Southern
Berkshires,” on June 5
On Monday, June 5 at
10:45 a.m., the Jewish
Federation of the Berkshires
presents Gary Leveille, who
will share anecdotes from his
book Legendary Locals of the
Southern Berkshires. This free
program at Knesset Israel,
16 Colt Road in Pittsfield
is part of the Federation’s
Connecting With Community
series.
Leveille will discuss several
of many intriguing characters
and accomplished citizens who
have made the Southern Berkshires such a wonderful place.
He will share stories of unique
individuals, past and present,
who have had a lasting impact
on the community, the nation,
and the world.
Leveille is a writer, editor,
researcher, educator, photographer, and local historian
who resides with his family
in Great Barrington. He was
formerly an editorial project

supervisor for Hasbro Games
in Springfield, and has worked
on numerous projects for
Milton Bradley, Hasbro, Parker
Brothers, Disney, National
Geographic, Antiques Roadshow, and many others. He is
the author of several books,
including a best-selling photo
history entitled Old Route 7
– Along the Berkshire Highway and Eye of Shawenon
– A Berkshire History of North
Egremont, Prospect Lake and
the Green River Valley. He is
also a columnist for The Berkshire Record, where he produces the popular “Then & Now”
photo history column.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires / Connecting With
Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Monday, June 5 at 10:45 a.m., followed by lunch (see
page 22).

“An Opera Festival in the Berkshires,”
June 15
On Thursday, June 15 at 10:45 a.m., the
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires hosts
Berkshire Opera Festival (BOF) general director
Jonathon Loy, artistic director Brian Garman,
and costume designer Charles Caine as they
share details about the creative process for
BOF’s 2017 production of Richard Strauss’s
Ariadne auf Naxos. This free program at Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road in Pittsfield is part of
the Federation’s Connecting With Community
series.
From the press material: “BOF opened in
2016 and adheres to the highest standards of
artistic excellence and is committed to restoring
fully-staged opera to a place of prominence in
the Berkshire community. Each summer, we
present musically and dramatically compelling
operatic productions, in addition to
recitals and other related musical
events. We believe that opera is a
living, breathing, relevant art form,
and must be nurtured as such in
order for it to survive and thrive.
There is no substitute for experiencing the power of the live, unamplified human voice in a theater, and
opera has the inherent, transforma-

tive ability to greatly enhance one’s quality of
life. Our intent is for BOF to be an integral and
vital part of the community, and it is central
to our mission to present performances that
are accessible and affordable to all Berkshire
residents.”
General director and co-founder Jonathon
Loy is also a guest director on the staging staff
at the Metropolitan Opera in New York City and
a 2002 OPERA America Fellowship winner. An
active stage director, Loy directed his new production of Madame Butterfly with BOF for the
2016 inaugural season, and Le Nozze di Figaro
and Faust at the Metropolitan Opera. Co-founder and maestro Brian Garman and former Met
resident costume designer Charles Caine will
share insights on how an operatic production
comes to life.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires /
Connecting With Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Thursday, June 15 at 10:45 a.m.,
followed by lunch (see page 22).

Jewish Women’s Foundation of the Berkshires

Annual Brunch & Meeting
Friday, June 23
11:00 a.m.
Country Club of Pittsfield
639 South Street
Pittsfield, MA

Couvert: $45
Advanced registration required by June 2nd
To register call (413) 442-4360, ext. 10
In the spirit of tikkun olam, the Jewish Women’s Foundation
of the Berkshires is dedicated to sharing Jewish values by meeting
unmet needs in the community and supporting social action.
From Berkshire Opera Festival’s 2016 production of Madame Butterfly
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Your Federation Presents
Silver Wellness and Nutrition for Seniors on June 8

Work in Progress: “Gathering Our Hearts at
Standing Rock,” May 25

On Thursday, June 8 at
10:45 a.m., the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires welcomes Thea Basis, a certified
senior fitness specialist who
will present the next installment of “Silver Wellness and
Nutrition for Seniors.” This
is a drop-in series, with no
prior registration necessary.
This free program at Knesset
Israel, 16 Colt Road in Pittsfield is part of the Federation’s
Connecting With Community
series.
Thea Basis will lead attendees in the discussion “Managing Stress and Your Health.”
How does stress affect your
health and cognitive functioning? How does food affect
stress? What can you do to
manage your stress successfully? Thea will discuss these
questions, and offer a few easy
steps to address better stress
management. This program
will include brief exercises
proven to reduce short term
and chronic stress.
Thea Basis earned an
ACE Group Fitness Instructor Certification in 1988. She
specializes in the conditions
that make exercising more
challenging, including arthri-

On Thursday, May 25 at
10:45 a.m., the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
welcomes filmmaker Fidel
Moreno, who will screen and
discuss his latest documentary project, Gathering Our
Hearts at Standing Rock. The
film will tell the story of Native
American tribes in North
Dakota and South Dakota
opposing an oil pipeline on
Indian lands. This free program at Knesset Israel, 16 Colt
Road in Pittsfield is part of the
Federation’s Connecting With
Community series.
Culled from 18 hours of
interviews with 33 people at
Standing Rock Indian Reservation – including youth, mothers, grandmothers, grandfathers, First Nation people, and
non-Indian supporters – Gathering Our Hearts at Standing
Rock is an ongoing documentary project, chronicling the
story of the Water Protectors at
Standing Rock and their connection to the history of the
American Indian Movement on
their treaty-given lands of the
American West.

Thea Basis
tis, fragility, balance and gait
issues, respiratory disease,
diabetes, and lack of motivation. She is also an orthopedic
exercise specialist serving
groups and individuals in promoting healthy, independent
lifestyles, while addressing the
unique challenges of aging.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation
of the Berkshires / Connecting
With Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Thursday, June 8
at 10:45 a.m., followed by lunch
(see page 22).

Fidel Moreno identifies as
Huichol, Chichimeca, and
Mexican American. He is an
Oscar nominee in the Best
Short Documentary category as
co-producer and co-director of
“Wiping the Tears of 7 Generations,” and a three-time Telly
Award winner for “The Peyote
Road” and “500 Nations.”
Raised in both old Mexico
and the Midwest area of the
United States, Moreno’s work
in documentary film and video
since 1983 has focused on the
struggle and dialogues of indigenous people and communities in Canada, the United
States, Mexico and Central
America. He has worked directly with many communities,
aboriginal leaders, chiefs, and
elders in documenting environmental actions and issues,
human rights violations and
crisis relief services. Moreno
is an activist passionate about
working with youth and children through cultural literacy, skill building, emotional
development and purposeful
life navigation.

Fidel Moreno

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation
of the Berkshires / Connecting
With Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Thursday, May 25
at 10:45 a.m., followed by lunch
(see page 22).
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INCLUDES A CALENDAR OF PROGRAMS AND EVENTS
SPONSORED BY THE BERKSHIRE JEWISH COMMUNITY
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Your Federation Presents
“Pittsfield Suns – More than Just Baseball!” “Writing to Right the World,”
on June 19
June 22
On Monday, June 19 at
10:45 a.m., the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires plays
ball with Kristen Huss, general
manager of the Pittsfield Suns,
who play each summer in the
Futures Collegiate Baseball
League. She’ll talk about the
upcoming season, and how
the Suns operate in Pittsfield,
a town with a rich baseball
history. This free program at
Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road in
Pittsfield is part of the Federation’s Connecting With Community series.
Kristen Huss will share the
unique history of the Suns,
and explain why the team was
formed in Pittsfield. She’ll also
talk about what The Suns
offer our Berkshire community
besides baseball and the roar of
the crowd. Hear about the entertainment side of the business
and what it takes to “put on
the show,” and meet a surprise
Suns baseball player in person.
All in attendance will receive a free ticket to a Suns
game at historic Wahconah
Park.
Kristen Huss has been
involved in baseball management for more than 10 years.
She was named the New YorkPenn League Female Executive
of the year in 2013 and 2015,
and was also recognized for
the Duchess County Regional
Chamber of Commerce “Forty
Under 40” in 2015. Kristen is
a native of Suffern, NY.

The Pittsfield Suns celebrate a win

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires / Connecting With
Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Monday, June 19 at 10:45 a.m., followed by lunch (see
page 22).

On Thursday, June 22 at
10:45 a.m., the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires welcomes author, former refugee
resettlement caseworker,
literacy teacher, and educator
Jana Laiz. She will present a
program titled “Writing to Right
the World.” This free program
at Knesset Israel, 16 Colt
Road in Pittsfield is part of the
Federation’s Connecting With
Community series.
Jana has written books on
such topics as climate change,
slavery, animal rights, and
refugee awareness. Jana will
also discuss a writer’s mission
and the writing life and how
these aspects have changed
not only the lives of others, but
her own, as well. She is the
award-winning author of Weeping Under This Same Moon, The
Twelfth Stone, and Elephants of
the Tsunami, and co-author of
A Free Woman On God’s Earth,
The True Story of Elizabeth
“Mumbet” Freeman, The Slave
Who Won Her Freedom.
She is the very first Writ-

Jana Laiz
er-In-Residence at Herman
Melville’s beloved Arrowhead.
Her new book, Blanket of Stars,
will be out this summer.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of
the Berkshires / Connecting With
Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Thursday, June 22
at 10:45 a.m., followed by lunch
(see page 22).

“Tanglewood: Hidden Treasures Behind the Scenes”
Special Knosh & Knowledge program at the Berkshires’ premier music venue, June 16
LENOX – On Friday, June 16, at
10:45 a.m., Knosh & Knowledge visits the
grounds of the Berkshires’ premier music
venue for “Tanglewood: Hidden Treasures
behind the Scenes.” This special Jewish
Federation of the Berkshires program at
Tanglewood is free, though lunch will not

77 ANNUAL MEETING
th

Wednesday, June 14 at 7:00 pm
Seven Hills Inn
40 Plunkett St., Lenox
Join us on the patio for a dessert reception followed
by a brief meeting, elections, and guest speaker

be served – bring your own bagged
lunch, if you’d like.
Join us for an in-depth tour
revealing unseen places and untold
stories that will be shared by Renee
Rotta, soprano singer and Tanglewood Marketing Coordinator for the
Boston Symphony Orchestra,
and “Mr. Tanglewood” Gabriel
Kosakoff, who has been leading tours of Tanglewood for the
past 18 summers. They will
take participants through the
formal gardens and share the
Tanglewood
significance of the design and
season and concert tickets will be raffled
the importance of its placeoff that morning, as well.
ment.
Meet at 10:45 a.m. in the Tanglewood
Then it’s on to the Tappan
parking
lot near the front gate, rain or
Estate and Highwood Manor, for a
shine. No reservations required.
tour of the rooms and some inforFor more information: Email
mation about places steeped in
jfb.officemanager@verizon.net,
or call
Berkshire history sitting prominent(413) 442-4360, ext. 10.
ly on Tanglewood’s grounds. Participants will then visit the statues
of Aaron Copeland and Leonard
Bernstein that were commissioned
by American composer, conductor,
and pianist John Williams.
Other special surprises will be
included in this tour, but you’ll
have to be there to find out what
they are. Renee and Gabriel will
speak about the 2017 Tanglewood

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
Venue: 297 West St, Lenox (meet in parking
lot by Tanglewood front gate)
Date: Friday, June 16 at 10:45 a.m.
Cost: Free! You may bring a bagged lunch
to eat at noon at Tanglewood.

The College Campus:

BDS, Anti-Semitism, & Israel Engagement
Professor Leonard Saxe, Director of the Cohen Center for
Modern Jewish Studies and the Steinhardt Social Research
Institute at Brandeis University
FREE & open to all members of the community

Berkshire Record’s ‘Best of the 2017’
Voted Best Bagel Shop and
Best New York Style Deli

WELCOME IN SUMMER WITH
OUR LOBSTER ROLLS AND OUR
HOMEMADE GAZPACHO
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Your Federation Presents
Flowers, Music, and Mitzvahs
Senior residents of Kindred Living at Laurel Lake in Lee enjoyed a morning
filled with music, flowers, treats, and good old conversation with community
volunteers at this year’s Good Deeds Community Mitzvah Day, sponsored by the
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires and its PJ library program. Volunteers prepared colorful flower arrangements and “Happy Spring” cards, which were given
to the residents. Two furry friends, service dogs of Merle Ferber and Jane Shiyah, brought smiles and memories to many of the residents who joyfully shared
stories of their own pets. Music filled the space as volunteers and residents
shared a sing-along to beloved songs played on the piano by Stuart Masters, with
a special horn solo by Jared Senzel. It was a beautiful morning that touched the
hearts of residents and volunteers alike. Thank you to all who participated!

See You on Super Sunday, May 21!
Just a friendly reminder – please make a call or answer a call on May 21,
when the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires kicks off its annual campaign
with Super Sunday!
Join us during this important day of community building at either of two
calling centers:
• Federation office, 196 South Street in Pittsfield
(9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.)
• Mahaiwe Performing Arts Center Administrative Office, 244 Main Street,
Ste. 3, (not the theater) Great Barrington (9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.)
When our community needs us, we are there. We think you’ll get a lot out of
being there for us on Super Sunday.

Free Family Concert
Join us for a rocking good time of high-energy kids’ music with Joanie Leeds
at Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, starting at 10 a.m.

Volunteers Wanted for Follow-Up Calls!
Dates: Thursday, May 25 (Federation offices); Tuesday, June 6
(Hevreh); and Monday, June 12 (Federation offices). Times: 6:30 – 8 p.m.

For more info: (413) 442-4360, ext. 10

Jewish Community Comes Together
for Shabbat Across the Berkshires,
June 2
PITTSFIELD – On Friday, June 2, at
5:30 p.m., Shabbat Across the Berkshires will bring together members of
the Jewish community from throughout the county for a joyous Kabbalat
Shabbat service in the sanctuary of
Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road. Rabbi
David Weiner of KI will be joined by
his rabbinic colleagues in leading the
service, which will feature musicians
from across the county. A festive oneg
will follow.
This always special event is sponsored by the Jewish Federation of
the Berkshires, along with Berkshire
Minyan, Congregation Ahavath Sholom,

Congregation Beth Israel, Congregation Knesset Israel, Hevreh of Southern
Berkshire, Temple Anshe Amunim, and
Berkshire Hills Hadassah.
Dinner is $20 for adults, $15 for
teens aged 13 to 18, and free for
children 12 and under, with a $56
maximum for families. Space is limited
and dinner reservations are required
by May 30. RSVP for dinner online at
knessetisrael.org, or by calling KI at
(413) 445-4872, ext. 10
For more information on the event,
please call the Federation at (413) 4424360, ext. 10.

OKAY,
NOW WHAT?
Brian P. Astorino, CRPC

®

LPL Financial Advisor
(413) 236-4837
660 Merrill Road • Pittsfield, MA 01201

Michael A. Fazio, CFP

®

Have recent market events left you uncertain about your
financial future? Investing shouldn’t be fraught with
confusion; We can help clear things up. We will address
your short- and long-term strategies, help you select the
most appropriate investment vehicles for your needs and
help guide you toward financial well-being.
Call today for more information or to schedule
a consultation.

Senior Vice President
LPL Financial Advisor
(413) 236-4835
150 West Street • Pittsfield, MA 01201

Securities and advisory services offered through LPL
Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor. Member
FINRA/SIPC. Insurance products offered through LPL
Financial or its licensed affiliates.
Not NCUA Insured Not Credit Union Guaranteed May Lose Value
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Your Federation Presents
One Story – O ne Life
Your Federation Dollars at Work
In 2017, the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires provided over $150,000 to help care for Jews in need in Israel and overseas.
A portion of those dollars went to support the humanitarian assistance provided by the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC).
Here is one story of how your generosity provided a Passover experience to those who need it in the former Soviet Union.

50,000+ Matzoh Boxes Delivered, Hundreds of Passover Events in
Former Soviet Union
This Passover, thousands of Jews across the former Soviet Union partook in
festive holiday activities — Seder meals, volunteer opportunities, cooking
workshops and cultural performances — sponsored by the JDC and its network of Hesed social welfare centers and Jewish community centers.
JDC also delivered more than 50,000 boxes of matzoh to needy elderly Jews
through its partnerships with the Claims Conference, and through the IFCJ
Food and Medicine Lifeline, its operational partnership with the International
Fellowship of Christians and Jews (IFCJ). Scores of Jewish volunteers — representing a growing multigenerational movement of individuals aiding their
neighbors in need — also will deliver holiday packages and visit homebound
elderly as part of JDC’s annual Passover celebrations.

where dozens of Jewish seniors in similar circumstances to Nadya will gather
to create a community and to celebrate a Seder meal.
In other parts of the former Soviet Union, like the Moldovan capital of
Kishinev, dozens of volunteers of all ages from the local JCC will delivered
boxes of matzoh, and cooked and served a Passover meal for poor, Jewish
seniors. These volunteers, eschewing the lingering Soviet disdain for philanthropy and service, are part of efforts in their country and wider region, to
strengthen Jewish life and care for the most vulnerable. In the Moldovan city
of Beltsy, JDC youth club volunteers will visit homebound seniors to ensure
they don’t celebrate the holiday alone.

“For generations, JDC has proudly helped Jewish communities celebrate Passover’s enduring message of freedom in the
face of oppression,”said David Schizer, CEO of JDC. “Most
poignantly, the Jews of the former Soviet Union, whose
Jewish identity was almost extinguished, are now observing
Passover with enormous vigor, innovative cultural fare, and
a focus on ensuring their neediest fellow Jews share in the
holiday.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF JD

For Nadya B., a 65-year-old in Ukraine with severe heart
disease living on a pension of only $44 per month, Passover
can be a particularly lonely time when the toll of poverty
and illness becomes more acute. However, through the
IFCJ Food and Medicine Lifeline, Nadya received a box of
matzoh that reminds her of traditions from her childhood,
a time of life she fondly remembers spending with her Yiddish-speaking grandparents. The food and medicine support
she receives through the IFCJ Food and Medicine Lifeline is
delivered by the JDC’s Hesed social welfare center in Odessa,

Matzohs were deliverd at the Shaarei Tzion Hesed social welfare center, located in the Beit
Grand Jewish Community Center in Odessa, Ukraine.

Grant Proposals Sought for
Funding from Jewish Women’s
Foundation
The Jewish Women’s Foundation of Berkshire County, an associate of the
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires, is soliciting grant proposals for projects
or programs aimed at “fulfilling unmet needs in the Berkshire community.”
Both Jewish and non-Jewish organizations are encouraged to apply for
grants up to $3,500.
All proposals must be submitted by May 30, 2017 via an online grant
application, a link to which can be found at www.jewishberkshires.org/jewish-womens-foundation. No paper applications will be accepted.
Final decisions will be announced in September.
Questions should be directed to Phyllis Cohen, Grant Committee chair, at
phyllis111cohen@gmail.com.
In the spirit of tikkun olam, the Jewish Women’s Foundation of Berkshire
County is dedicated to sharing Jewish values by meeting unmet needs in the
community and supporting social action.
Foundation members contribute a minimum of $500 to the Foundation
each year and are offered the opportunity to serve on an advisory committee
that decides how the funds are distributed.

Jewish V  ice
Berkshire

A publication of the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires, serving the Berkshires and surrounding NY, CT and VT

Thank you to our supporters!
The Berkshire Jewish Voice extends a very special “thank you” for the
generosity extended thus far by 10 households YTD who have sent in
their contributions for voluntary subscriptions to the paper in 2017.

Richard and Cyral Sheldon
Larry and Tamar Spiro
Abe and Esther Szmukler
Anonymous

SEED WHAT YOU READ! BECOME A SUBSCRIBER TODAY!
Yes, I support the Berkshire Jewish Voice! Please accept my voluntary tax-deductible subscription contribution.
_____ $360 Mensch & Honorary Publisher
(Supports color printing in one edition of the Voice)
_____ $180 Sponsor
Mail check payable to:
_____ $72 Patron
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
_____ $36 Friend
196 South Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201
(Please add Berkshire Jewish Voice in the memo)
_____ $18 Supporter
Name to be listed: _____________________________________________
p I wish to remain anonymous
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LOCAL NEWS
100 YEARS, continued from page 1
relatively small (and the pool
of potential spouses therefore
limited), while broader educational choices existed elsewhere, as well.
Helen might have herself
raised a family elsewhere,
but World War II forced her
to return to her hometown of
North Adams, a town where
her forebears had been instrumental in creating a strong
Jewish community. When the
war ended, Helen’s husband
joined her in the Berkshires,
where they and their children
did much to shape the local
Jewish landscape that we can
still recognize today.
From her home in Pitts-

Helen Maislen in the 1970s with
grandchildren Elisa, Laura, and
Daniel Cook…
field’s Salisbury Estates – its
walls covered with family
photos throughout - Helen was
kind enough to share some
memories of a century of Jewish life in the Berkshires with
the BJV.

Early Years in North Adams
North Adams was a factory
town – “it started with shoes,
linens, and clothes,” Helen
remembers – that attracted members of her mother’s
family, the Kronicks, around
the turn of the last century. “The first ones who came
multiplied,” says Helen, “and
then came uncles and aunts
who wanted to be with family.
We took over Chase Avenue.”
The extended clan occupied
three houses just a few blocks
away from what is now the
MassMOCA complex, creating
a rich multigenerational – and
traditionally Jewish – family
enclave.
Young immigrant Jewish
men who found jobs in off-thebeaten-path towns like North
Adams would notify friends
and family from the large cities
or from the old country about
opportunities in the hinterlands. That’s how Helen’s father Samuel Shapiro – who at
18 years old fled conscription
into the Russian army and entered the US via Ellis Island –
also ended up in North Adams
in the early 1900s, joining his
brother.
“My father was amazing,
ambitious, and bright,” says
Helen. “When he came here,
he wanted any job. He got one
in a shoe store across from the
Wall Streeter Shoe Company,”
on Union Street, near where
the Big Y now stands. From

his primary job at the store,
Sam started venturing out
from the industrialized center
of town into the surrounding
farmlands. “My father got
along well with people,” says
Helen, “and he started trading
horses on the side.”
Helen says it wasn’t long
before “automobiles started
coming out, and he got involved. He would go out to the
farms and say ‘you don’t want
to work with a horse anymore
– get a car.’” Sam parlayed his
salesmanship and entrepreneurial skills into a relationship with Chrysler Motors,
and established a business he,
and then his family along-

enough to drive, they participated in Pittsfield’s Jewish
events. Perhaps not surprisingly, “when we became social,
there was no outside dating,”
says Helen. “It was hard to
do, because it hurt feelings in
those days.”
Helen says growing up in
North Adams was a happy
experience – she was always
the sporting type, played organized basketball and tennis,
and began a lifelong passion
for golf as a student at Drury High. While her brothers
all stayed to work in Shapiro Motor Company – part of
their responsibilities handling
paperwork for their father,
Sam, who never became fully
comfortable reading English

…and on her 100th birthday with her great-grandchildren.

side him, grew into one of the
largest auto dealerships in the
Berkshires.
In 1908, Sam Shapiro married Annie Kronick. They had
seven children together, three
girls and four boys, the eldest
unfortunately dying from influenza at a young age. Helen
was the family’s fourth child.
“Eventually, we bought a big
house on Pleasant Street,”
says Helen, “where we had
good neighbors, Italian families, and got along pleasantly.”
This house – full of children
and relatives visiting from the
cities – was a focal point for
the extended family and would
also play a big part of Helen’s
life in later years.
The North Adams Jewish
community in 1918, a year
after Helen’s birth, numbered
approximately 500 members;
according to the American
Jewish Yearbook, 62 students
were then enrolled in Hebrew
school. The Shapiros and
Kronicks were instrumental in
the growth of House of Israel,
an Orthodox synagogue dating
from the 1890s that is one of
the two precursors to today’s
Congregation Beth Israel. In
1925, the congregation moved
to a former vaudeville theater
that housed services and its
Hebrew school until 1955.
That was the shul in which
Helen received her Jewish
education.
The Jewish community in
North Adams always remained
close knit, Helen remembers.
Young people would see each
other on weekends at Hebrew
school, and then socialize in
the evenings. Hanukah was
a big deal, as was Purim, and
when the youngsters got old

store.
While Helen still lived in
Rockaway Beach, however, she
went out on a date with a man
who had been courting her
since her college days. That
fellow wasn’t able to take a car
out to the remote Rockaways,
however, and so enlisted the
services of a friend who could
do the driving on the date. Bad
move.
“I never saw that fellow
again,” said Helen, who instead became interested in the
man who had been behind the
wheel – Arthur “Bob” Maislen,
a pediatrics intern at Misericordia Hospital on the Upper
East Side. She remembers being offered a full-time position
at Lord & Taylor, but having
to tell her bosses
she had just gotten engaged.
Helen and
Bob married in
1939 and settled
in Jackson
Heights, Queens.
“I thought we
were going
to be there a
long time,” she
says. Their first
daughter, Linda,
arrived in 1940.
With Helen pregnant with identical twins Judith
and Susan less
than a year
later, Bob was
informed by the
US Army that he
was going to be
stationed overseas, in Panama.

Helen (top row, third from left) with the Smith College freshman
basketball team in 1934
– better prospects for Helen
seemed to lay elsewhere. Upon
graduating from high school,
she enrolled at Smith College
in Northampton.

A Short, but Eventful, Big
City Sojourn
“At Smith College,” says
Helen, recalling her senior
year, “they had classes to help
us find positions, jobs, a way
of life. I went to all the lectures, but I didn’t find my destination. I was anxious about
going back to North Adams
and doing nothing.”
After graduating in 1937,
she asked her father for $100
to go to New York, where she
could pursue her interest in
clothing and retail and live
with her married older sister,
who lived in Rockaway Beach
in remotest Queens. She
received an internship at Lord
& Taylor department store in
mid-Manhattan, working as
a gopher for high level executives and eventually finding
an apartment with three other
young Jewish women near the

Helen would go home to
North Adams, back to the
big house on Pleasant Street.
Days before shipping out, Bob
was in North Adams, anxious
to meet the obstetrician who
would be delivering the twin
daughters he would have to
wait to meet. He spent the
war years overseas, seeing his
family only sporadically during
that time. After the war, Bob
arranged for Helen and the
three girls to visit him in Panama to get reacquainted with
his children before returning
home.
“The family kept me going,
after I came back to my mother and father’s house with
three babies,” says Helen.
When Bob returned from
his years of service, he came
to the Berkshires and set up
a solo pediatric practice, and

went on to enjoy a successful
career in the post-war Baby
Boom era. The family moved to
Pittsfield in the late 1940s. In
the 1960s, the family welcomed a new member, Peter
Perrault, the teenage son of
neighbors. His parents died
leaving no relatives, and he
became a ward to the Maislen
family.
Helen was a civic dynamo, joining both Jewish and
non-Jewish women’s groups
in Pittsfield. While Helen says
overt anti-Semitism was never
too bad, there were definitely
lines drawn by all parties. The
Maislens, for example, held
on to Jewish traditions that
set them apart, while many
local institutions formally or
informally excluded Jews.
Daughter Judith Cook relates that it was her mother’s
service to these local women’s
groups that went far in changing hearts and minds – Helen
simply left them with no good
reasons to stay restricted.
While their daughters were
growing up, the Maislens
were affiliated with Temple
Anshe Amunim, which was
then located in a building on
Pittsfield’s Fenn Street. They
contributed to its growth and
development as it built a new
home on Broad Street. Helen
was active on the decorating committee, and was the
one who enlisted a Williams
College professor of sculpture
to create the bold metal Hebrew lettering that adorns the
façade.

Family Continuity
The postwar years in Pittsfield were good ones, but, as
Judy Cook relates, the Jewish
community was still relatively small, and prospects for
success – as in the days of her
mother’s youth – still seemed
more abundant elsewhere.
Judy remembers her father’s
heartfelt advice: “Don’t come
back to Pittsfield! There’s a big
world out there with a lot of
opportunity.”
Judy didn’t heed her father’s words – she returned
to the Berkshires, with husband Jeffrey Cook, in the early
1970s to raise her own family.
Her daughter, Elisa, also returned to raise her family with
her husband, Dr. Mark Snowise. Today, the Cook family
remains active in sustaining
Jewish life as leaders for Federation and at Knesset Israel.
Judy Cook says that the
model for living a Jewish life
centered upon a close-knit
family and community involvement was put into place more
than a century ago in North
Adams. “They set out a solid
foundation,” says Judy of values, traditions, and strategies
for living a fulfilling Jewish life
in a region where Jews are a
distinct minority. Judy and
her sisters learned from Helen,
and have passed on these life
lessons to their own children.
The BJV wishes Helen
Maislen continued nachas,
and thanks for all she has
done to create and sustain
Jewish life in the Berkshires.

Donate • Volunteer
Make a Difference
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Our Community’s 2017 Ca
Fewer Jews say they are attached to
Judaism. Yet 97% of American
Jews state that they are “proud to
be Jewish.” Our critical challenge is
to transform Jewish pride into true
participation in Jewish life.
And we are already on our way.

Younger
people feel
detached
from Judaism

Locally, Federation helps children and
teens live their Jewishness at school
and summer camp. Birthright trips
transform young adults’
relationship to Israel. Around the
world, in places where the Holocaust
and Communism almost wiped out
Jewish life, we’re nurturing the efforts
of a core of inspiring young people
who are reinventing Jewish life.

We build connection.

Millions of
Jews find
every day a
struggle.
We are a lifeline.

People just like us, our children, our
parents or grandparents, desperately
need our help. Fragile Holocaust
survivors who can’t handle basic daily
tasks. Families reeling from job loss.
Widows and widowers face loneliness.
Forgotten Jews, young and old, living in
poverty and lacking basic necessities.
Federation removes obstacles.
We bridge gaps. A hot meal is delivered
to a homebound person. An emergency
loan covers the rent for a struggling
family. Health aides bring food and
medicine to an elderly survivor. A social
worker helps an older adult find a safer
living situation.

In the US and around the world,
Jewish people and institutions are
being threatended. Security is posted
at synagogues. At Jewish schools in
France, five-year-olds file past armed
guards to get to the playground.
Jewish students arriving at college
encounter toxic anti-Israel and antiSemitic slogans.
Federation is helping to restore a
sense of security by sharing resources,
expertise and training to keep our
communities safe. Standing up against
hatred and combating BDS. So that
Jews everywhere can walk without
fear, into a synagogue, a Jewish
school—or simply down the street.

The world is an unstable place
We bring security.
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ampaign goal is $790,000
See how your gift to the 2017 Annual Campaign will help Jews
across the Berkshires, in Israel, and around the world
Food Security, Health Care,
and Winter Relief

Jewish Life for Young
Families

Winters are long and cold in the Ukraine,
but you can help the most vulnerable
prepare with warm clothes, blankets, and
heaters. You can also bring food cards,
home health aides, and medicine to those
who need it most.

You can help young families in the
Berkshires embrace Jewish values and
traditions while building a supportive
community with Jewish peers through
programs like PJ Library and Federation
Family Days.

Dignity & Compassion

You can provide older adults and the
homebound with nutritious meals and
stimulating programming served up with a
side of companionship and compassion
through our Connecting with Community
kosher meals and Kosher Meals on Wheels.

Jewish Education & Values

You can share your values and nurture a
Jewish future for hundreds of local children
by providing a high-quality, meaningful
Jewish education through critical grants to
all of our local Jewish supplemental schools.

A Sense of Community

A Strong Jewish Identity

You can help strengthen, sustain, and
connect our community through hundreds
of educational programs, holiday
celebrations, and the Berkshire Jewish
Voice, which bring people together and
engage them in meaningful Jewish life.

Emotional Support

You can help individuals across the
Berkshires who are facing unexpected crises,
challenges, and life transitions receive the
support they need through the Federation's
social worker. You’ll also provide community
members with a safety net of emergency
assistance when needed.

A Place to Call Home

You can help tens of thousands of new
immigrants, who are fleeing antiSemitism in Europe and fighting in the
Ukraine, build new lives for themselves
and their families in Israel.

A Close & Caring
Relationship with Israel

You can help provide programs for at-risk
students, shelter for abused women, support
services for disabled youth, and job training for
new Israeli citizens. You’ll also help connect
our community to Israel and help Israel
connect with the Global Jewish community.

You can help young people across the
Berkshires and in the former Soviet Union
build strong Jewish identities and become
future leaders through scholarships for
Jewish overnight camp and Israel
experiences.

Resources to Fight
Anti-Semitism

You can help combat anti-Semitism and fight
the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS)
movement through community, youth and
college programming, as well as national
advocacy and security resources.

Caring in Times of Crisis

We join with Jewish communities across
North America to rapidly mobilize local
resources to help in times of crisis. From the
recent attacks in Israel to relief efforts in
Nepal, you help deliver an SOS response
wherever and whenever it is needed.

Advocacy & Community
Relations

You can help provide a proactive voice in our
public schools, media, and government,
addressing anti-Semitism, religion, Israel, the
Middle East, justice legislation, and other
issues important to our community.

When our community needs us, we are there.
Please answer the call and pledge your support to the 2017 Annual Campaign
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LOCAL NEWS

In April, the Massachusetts
Nonprofit Network (MNN) announced that Berkshire Baby
Box has been selected as a
finalist for the 2017 Nonprofit Excellence Awards for its
success as a small nonprofit.
The Excellence Awards will be
presented at MNN’s annual
celebration of Nonprofit Awareness Day, a statewide holiday
that highlights the work of the
nonprofit sector and raises
awareness of causes throughout Massachusetts presented
by MNN and Citizens Bank, at
the State House on June 5.
This year, MNN’s independent panel of nonprofit and
business leaders reviewed over
120 Excellence Award nominations that highlighted the work
of nonprofits across the state.
The finalists range from large
human rights coalitions to
small arts organizations from
the Berkshires to the Cape &
Islands.
Berkshire Baby Box’s mission is to provide all new families in Berkshire County with
a free Baby Box that serves as
a safe sleeping space for newborns. The box includes a firm
mattress and fitted sheet, essential items to help ease the
transition to new parenthood,
and a connection to education,
guidance, support, and local
resources. It has partnered
with organizations that work
with expectant mothers, and

Hinda and Bill Bodinger
have developed an Infant Care
Baby Box workshop providing
participants with information
on safe sleep and the resources and services available to
them. In June 2016, Berkshire
Baby Box gave out their first
Baby Boxes in North Adams,
and by the end of 2016, they
had become an all-county
program. It is on track to
provide 1,000 free Baby Boxes
in 2017, and is a recipient of
a grant by the Jewish Women’s Foundation of Berkshire
County .
“We are honored and gratified to be named a finalist,”
said Hinda Bodinger, president of Berkshire Baby Box.
“This project has been a labor
of love for us, and it means a
great deal to have our efforts acknowledged this way
and truly reinforces how one
person with an idea (and a lot
of energy!) can have a major
impact.”

A Lifetime Achievement Award for
Monroe “Moe” England from TAA
PITTSFIELD – On Saturday,
June 17 at 5:30 p.m., Temple Anshe Amunim honors
Monroe “Moe” England, a
direct descendant of one of the
synagogue’s founding families,
who owned Pittsfield’s lovingly
remembered England Brothers
Department Store.
“His generous commitment
to supporting temple youth,
adult education, and religious
school over the decades has
been a great gift to our congregation,” says Rabbi Josh
Breindel. “We are delighted to
announce that Moe will be the
recipient of the Second Annual
TAA Lifetime Achievement
Award in Jewish Education.”
All are invited to join TAA

in honoring Mr. England,
whose generosity has benefitted the entire Jewish community (through the Jewish
Federation of the Berkshires)
and the Berkshires institutions he cherishes. The event
is also likely to be a reunion
for the alums — both teachers
and students – of TAA’s education programs. The service
will begin with a brief Havdallah service marking the end of
Shabbat, to be followed by a
cocktail hour, dinner catered
by Jae’s Asian Bistro of Lenox,
music, and the granting of the
award to Moe.
Reservations can be made
through June 2 by calling
Temple Anshe Amunim at

PHOTO: SARAH KENYON/BERKSHIRE
TACONIC COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Berkshire Baby Box Named
Nonprofit Excellence Award
Finalist

Moe England
(413) 442-5910 or emailing:
templeoffice@ansheamunim.org. Checks can also be
dropped off at the Temple
Office or mailed to 26 Broad
Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201.
Tickets for this evening of celebration are $50.

King David in Words and Music, with Author
Geraldine Brooks
LENOX — The Cantilena Chamber Choir will
present a performance of “King David In Words
and Music” on Saturday, June 3 at 7:30 p.m. at
Trinity Church, 88 Walker Street. The concert
will feature live readings by Pulitzer Prizewinning author Geraldine Brooks. She will be
reading from her latest international bestselling novel The Secret Chord about the life of
King David as the choir sings music for chorus
and full orchestra based on corresponding texts
by and about King David.
On the program will be music from the Handel oratorio Saul, the coronation anthem Zadok
the Priest, music by Salamone Rossi, Leonard
Bernstein, Arthur Honegger (from King David),
and the choral masterpiece When David Heard
by the immensely popular composer of contemporary choral music, Eric Whitacre.
Geraldine Brooks is the
author of five novels, including
her latest, The Secret Chord;
the Pulitzer Prize–winning
March; and the international
bestsellers Caleb’s Crossing,
People of the Book, and Year
of Wonders. Caleb’s Crossing was the winner of the
New England Book Award for
Fiction and the Christianity
Today Book Award, and was a
finalist for the Langum Prize
in American Historical Fiction.
People of the Book was named
the Australian Book Industry
Book of the Year in 2009. In
2010 she received the Dayton
Literary Peace Prize for Lifetime
Achievement.
Concert tickets are $30
adults, $20 seniors and free
for children 12 and under. To
purchase tickets or request
information visit www.cantilenachoir.org. Phone: 518791-0185 or email satbchoir@
yahoo.com.
The Cantilena Chamber
Choir is composed of 24 dedicated singers and is now in its
13th season. Andrea Goodman,
the founder and director of the
choir, also serves as the Music
Director for the annual sum-

mer Saratoga
Choral Festival in Saratoga Springs,
New York.
The Choir is
the recipient
of a Peers
grant award
from the
Massachusetts Cultural
Council, the
only Berkshire choir so
honored. It is
also a twotime winner
of the prestiPulitzer Prize-winning author
gious Choral
Geraldine Brooks
Arts New England’s Alfred
Nash Patterson Award for unique programming.

Geraldine Brooks Reads at Temple Anshe
Amunim
On Sunday, June 4, Ms. Brooks will be
reading from The Secret Chord at Temple Anshe
Amunim’s “Spring into Summer Brunch” at
10 a.m. at Temple Anshe Amunim in Pittsfield.
The Secret Chord traces the arc of King
David’s journey from obscurity to fame, from
shepherd to soldier, from hero to traitor, from
beloved king to murderous despot and into
his remorseful and diminished dotage. It is
described as “a thundering, gritty, emotionally
devastating reconsideration of the story of King
David,” by The New York Times.
“Not only did I enjoy it,” says TAA’s Rabbi
Josh Breindel, “but it fit right into the Jewish
tradition of midrash – new stories that give
background and depth to biblical characters.
Her book was an inspiration for me to teach a
class on King David for OLLI last spring.”
Reservations for the brunch are $36 per person and may be paid for by mailing a check to
Temple Anshe Amunim, 26 Broad Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201. Checks can also be dropped
off at the Temple office. Note that checks must
be received by May 30.

Donate
Volunteer
Make a
Difference
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“Gospel Truth” (The Rabbi, The Priest, The
Reverend, and The Pastor)
PITTSFIELD – At three lunchtime classes in June and July,
Rabbi Josh Breindel of Temple
Anshe Amunim will engage
three of his Christian colleagues in a series of conversations about their favorite New
Testament passages.
At each session, a different
member of clergy will share
how their selected text guides
them in their work. Rabbi
Breindel will then explore the
writing from a Jewish perspective and open the floor to
questions and comments from
the participants.
“The New Testament is one
of the most profoundly influential works in the Western
canon,” Rabbi Breindel said.
“But it’s not one that Jews
often explore. My hope is that
these discussions will not only
help us all to appreciate some
of its beauty but also to help
participants learn about each
other’s spiritual traditions.”
The first member of the
clergy to share a favorite New
Testament passage will be
Reverend Sheila Sholes-Ross
(First Baptist Church, Pittsfield) on Wednesday, June 28
at 12:30 p.m. “I’m bringing
the story of the Samaritan

Reverend Sheila Sholes-Ross and Rabbi Josh Breindel
woman,” Rev. Sholes-Ross
revealed. “It’s a powerful passage in that Jesus, a rabbi,
was engaging with a woman
from a different tradition. He
demonstrated tolerance and
respect. It’s a lesson that we
need in the 21st century – a
reminder that we must get
along together!”
The second in the series
will be Wednesday, July 5 at
noon with Pastor John Nelson
(Church on the Hill, Lenox),
and the third will be Wednesday, July 12 at noon with

Father Michael Bernier
(Sacred Heart Church, Pittsfield).
Sessions will be held at
Temple Anshe Amunim, 26
Broad Street in Pittsfield.
There is a charge of $5 per
session for Temple members and $10 per session for
non-members. Please contact
the temple office at (413)
442-5910 for more information. Bring a lunch – dessert
and cold beverages will be
provided.

Soothing the Savage Breast
Music Professor Jeremy Yudkin and Youth Aliyah Chair to Speak
PITTSFIELD – On Tuesday,
June 6, Berkshire Hills Hadassah will host Jeremy Yudkin, Professor of Music and
Co-Director of the Center for
Beethoven Research at Boston
University. The author of ten
books and many articles on
medieval music, Beethoven,
and jazz, his talk will focus on
“close listening.”
Also speaking will be
Hadassah’s National Chair of
Youth Aliyah, Carol Goodman
Kaufman, who will discuss
recent developments in youth
rescue, as well as her experiences with the students of
Hadassah-sponsored villages.
The dessert reception and
program is scheduled for 7:30
p.m. at the Country Club of
Pittsfield, 639 South Street.
Cost is $18 per person plus a
minimum donation of $25. All
funds raised at this event will
go to support scholarships for
Youth Aliyah students.
For more information
please email rsvpbhh@gmail.
com or call (413) 443-4386.

Carol Goodman Kaufman on
Youth Aliyah
Music can inspire as it
brings beauty to the world.
And, as the saying goes, it
“has charms to soothe the savage breast.” Nowhere is that
adage made more concrete
than in the Youth Aliyah villages sponsored by Hadassah.
According to a 2014 report
by the National Council for
the Child in Israel, more than
450,000 children suffer from
high-risk situations such as
poverty, sexual abuse, and domestic abuse. These situations
contribute to and exacerbate
the many challenges faced by
the children in these villages,

including ADHD and ADD.
Youth Aliyah students
receive the help and attention
they need to develop into productive members of Israeli society. Music therapy is just one
of the special programs at the
youth villages that address the
physical, emotional, cognitive,
and social needs of the students
as it brings beauty to village life.
Students at the Meir
Shfeyah Youth Village study
instrumental music and voice
under the direction of Boris
Feldman, and they perform for
audiences across the country. Several members of the
village’s internationally-re-

nowned mandolin orchestra
are chosen to perform in Germany every year.
And, if things continue to
go as they have until now,
young Alexander “Sascha”
Rozvizev will one day be seen
on the stage of the Metropolitan Opera. Due to the difficulty of living as a Jew in Russia,
this talented and charming
teen turned down a full
scholarship to the prestigious
Moscow Academy of Music.
His parents, like so many in
1930s Europe, sent him alone
to Israel, where he could be
safe and free as a Jew.

Ruth Breindel Returns to
TAA with “Hospitality Then
and Now”
PITTSFIELD – Ruth Breindel
– longtime teacher of classical
history and also Rabbi Josh’s
mom – returns to Temple
Anshe Amunim for her annual summer presentation
on Wednesday, June 14 at
noon. Her talk focuses on the
concept of hospitality to the
traveler, the visitor, even the
unknown stranger. Guests
are invited to bring their own
lunch to this “lunch and
learn” program; beverages and
dessert will be provided.
Explains Ruth: “In the ancient world, from Sumer and
Egypt to Babylon and Israel to
Greece and Rome, the guest
was honored and given the
best of everything. At the same
time, while inns grew in popularity, they were not always
safe. Indeed, in the Middle
Ages, if you were of the nobility, you stayed in a monastery.
But what of hospitality today? Do we follow the ancient
rules?” Breindel will explore
the concept of hospitality in a
multimedia presentation.
She adds: “I would say to
my students: ‘When a guest
comes into the house, what
is the first thing your mother
does?’ They would say, ‘She
offers food!’ No matter the
culture or religion, no matter
the era or the country, we still
offer food as part of hospitality. Ovid’s Baucis and Philemon

Ruth Breindel
is a perfect example, and we
see this theme in both Jewish
and Muslim folk stories.”
Ruth Breindel taught Latin
and Greek for 30 years at
Moses Brown School in Providence, RI. She is the treasurer
of the Classical Association of
New England and the President of the Rhode Island Jewish Historical Association.
The event is free for TAA
members and $5 for the general community. Reservations
for the Lunch and Learn must
be made by Monday, June 12
and may be made by calling
the Temple office at (413) 4425910, by emailing templeoffice@ansheamunim.org, or by
mailing a check to Temple Anshe Amunim, 26 Broad Street,
Pittsfield, MA 01201.

Linking Young Jewish Women in Their
Fight Against Breast Cancer
(866) 474-2774 • www.sharsheret.org
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New Season of Discussion Communities
at Hevreh
GREAT BARRINGTON –
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire
will present another compelling season of its Discussion
Communities, will allow participants to learn about a wide
range of subjects from savvy
presenters, and share their
own ideas in a group setting.
Events are open to all, and are
free except as noted.

Steve Katz – “Blood, Sweat,
and My Rock n’ Roll Years”
On Tuesday, June 13 at
7 p.m., Steve Katz, founding member of the legendary
bands Blood, Sweat & Tears
and The Blues Project, will
present a humorous discussion about his memoir
Blood, Sweat, and My Rock
‘n’ Roll Years: Is Steve Katz a
Rock Star?. He will perform
a number of songs drawn
from a career that stretched
from Greenwich Village in the
1960s to his years with Blood,
Sweat & Tears. (He also produced records for Lou Reed,
including Rock n Roll Animal.)
His story includes anecdotes
about many of the musical
icons of folk, rock, jazz, and
blues, plus what it was like to
perform at Woodstock. A nice
Jewish boy from Long Island,
Katz survived the sex, drugs,
and rock n’ roll culture and
speaks candidly about it all.
Admission is $15 per person at the door.

Trumpcare Versus
Obamacare
Monday, June 5 from 9:30 –
11 a.m.
As President Trump found
out, there is no tougher political lift than making major
changes in our health care
system. In fact, Obamacare
made major improvements in
people’s lives. Hevreh member Richard Kirsch will talk
about what works and what
doesn’t in our health care
system, what could be done to
strengthen it, and the political prospects of making those
changes. Kirsch is the author
of Fighting for Our Health: The
Epic Battle to Make Health
Care a Right in the United
States.

Good to Go – Planning for a
Good Death
Thursday, June 8, 3:30
– 5:30 p.m.The writer and
teacher, Erica Brown, writes
in her book Happier Endings,
“Every minute of every hour
people die, yet unless it’s the
death of someone you love,
the rituals and practices that
follow death seem like machinations of a secret society that
you were never invited to join.”
Says Rabbi Neil Hirsch:
“We should all have access to
the rituals that precede and
follow the death of a loved
one. There is no Jewish secret
society.” Join Rabbi Neil
Hirsch to uncover and demystify the various Jewish rituals
and decisions you and loved
ones might make when death
touches you and your family.
“By equipping ourselves with
an understanding of these rituals and the choices we would
like to make, adds Rabbi
Hirsch, “we can – perhaps – be
blessed with what the ancient
Rabbis called a mavet tov, a
good death. Please bring your
questions and thoughts to
explore these ideas together.
This is the first of two “Good to
Go” sessions.

Good to Go – Ethical Wills,
Storytelling, and Legacy
Thursday, June 22, 3:30 – 5
p.m., the second “Good to Go”
session.
How do you want to be
remembered? What values do
you hope to see live into the
future generations of your
own family? These questions
and others will provide the
foundation for an open conversation with Rabbi Jodie
Gordon about preparing for
the end-of-life with attention
to spiritual and psycho-social matters. We’ll have the
chance to examine the Jewish
traditions around what we
pass down to our children and
grandchildren through ethical
wills, storytelling projects, and
memoir writing.

Useful Ideas in Finance
Mondays, 9:30 – 11 a.m. on
June 12, June 19, July 10, &
July 24

On a Mission from God…

Musician/memoirist Steve Katz
This popular discussion
group will focus on personal financial issues including
asset allocation, taxes, investments, and retirement strategies. Each session will include
current topics of the day, and
will be led by four different
Berkshires-based moderators and Hevreh member Jay
Weintraub. Each session is
independent of the previous
session, so feel free to come to
all or one of them.

Sexuality
Mondays, 9:30 – 11 a.m., June
21 and August 7
The June session will focus
on sexual diversity. Learn
about the development of gender identity, orientation and
intention in today’s multifaceted society. Come to understand gender fluidity, gender
bending, polyamory, and the
diversity of sexual expression. Presented by renowned
expert and Hevreh member Dr.
Bonnie Saks, who is a clinical
professor of Psychiatry at the
University of South Florida,
and teaches classes on human
sexuality to medical students
and residents. Dr. Saks is also
a widely recognized author
and lecturer.
The August session will investigate sexual fantasies. How
do men and women fantasize,
and how are they different?

Robert Bielsky to Present
Film/Lecture about WWII
Partisans “The Bielski
Brothers”
SANDISFIELD
– On Saturday,
June 3 at 4 p.m.,
the Sandisfield
Arts Center
hosts Robert
Bielsky for a
lecture and film
screening of
Jerusalem in the
Woods, a 2006
documentary
about legendary
WWII partiBielski partisans after the war
sans, the Bielski
Brothers.
the exploits of his father and
Robert Bielsky is the
his uncles. He is a board
youngest son of the legendary
member of the Museum of
partisan commander Tuvia
Jewish Heritage and a past
Bielski, who was portrayed by
president of the Holocaust MeDaniel Craig in the 2008 film
morial Committee of Brooklyn.
Defiance. The Bielski brothers
He is also the President and
created a thriving community
founder of Manhattan Comin the woods. They defended
mercial Realty Corporation in
themselves and their commuNew York City.
nity, fought the Nazis, and
The Sandisfield Arts Center
walked out of the woods at the
is located at 5 Hammertown
end of WWII with over 1,200
Road in Sandisfield. For more
men, women and children
information, call Joanne Olsen
whose survivors now number
at (917) 686-1985. The docuin the tens of thousands.
mentary is 47 minutes long.
Mr. Bielsky lectures
throughout the world about

Annual KI Gala, with Paul
Green’s Klezmer East
PITTSFIELD – On Sunday, June 25 at 10 a.m., Knesset Israel
will host its annual gala, with brunch followed by a Klezfest featuring clarinetist Paul Green and his Klezmer East bandmates.
Singing and dancing could happen!
Joining Paul will be Charles Tokarz on saxophone and flute,
Benny Kohn on keyboard, Dan Broad on bass, and Pete Sweeney
on drums. All have significant background and experience in
playing klezmer music. They will perform tunes from the Eastern
European tradition of Jewish folk music of the 19th and 20th
centuries, and tunes of the Yiddish theater in London and New
York from the 1920s through the 1940s.
Tickets are available for $150 per person. Please call (413)
445-4872, ext. 10 for more information.

Encountering New Narratives
in Modern Israeli Fiction
GREAT BARRINGTON – From
S.Y. Agnon and Devorah Baron, to Etgar Keret and Sayed
Kashua, the arc of contemporary fiction in Israel encompasses it all: hope and despair,
humor, confidence, and fear.
Come lunch and learn about
Israeli fiction with Rabbi Jodie
Gordon at Hevreh of Southern Berkshire on consecutive
Wednesdays June 14, 21, and
28 from 11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Each week, participants
will read a short story and/or
poetry written by writers who

have shaped how we encounter Israeli life through their
words. Readings will be available in the Hevreh lobby ahead
of time, or by emailing Rabbi
Gordon at jgordon@hevreh.org
All readings will be provided
in English. Feel free to bring
a lunch to enjoy during class.
These sessions are free and
open to the public.
Hevreh is located at 270
State Road in Great Barrington and on the Web at:
www.hevreh.org

Israeli author Etgar Keret

Israeli
Jewelry

How Blues Rabbis Josh Breindel and David
Weiner celebrated Purim.

10 CASTLE STREET, GREAT BARRINGTON, MA
413-528-5244
CASTLESTREETCAFE.COM

The Mews, by the Red Lion Inn Courtyard
Stockbridge, MA
413-298-4436
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Shavuot Events
Shavuot 5777 begins on
the evening of Tuesday, May
30, and continues on Wednesday, May 31, and Thursday,
June 1. These congregations
shared their events with the
BJV – please check directly with others not listed for
services and other events that
may be planned. See the congregational listing on page 24
for addresses and contact
information.

Chabad of the Berkshires
On Thursday, June 1,
Chabad of the Berkshires
celebrates the 3529th anniversary of the Children of Israel’s
receipt of the Torah at Mt. Sinai with a community service,
followed by a dairy lunch and
ice cream party.
All are invited regardless of
background or affiliation. Services begin at 10 a.m.; the Ten
Commandments will be read
at 11 a.m., followed by festivities. For more information visit
www.jewishberkshires.com or
call (413) 499-9899

Hevreh of Southern
Berkshire
Join Hevreh for a Shavuot
and confirmation celebration
on Tuesday, May 30 at 7 p.m.
Join us for Shavuot, which
celebrates the revelation of
Torah at Sinai. Confirmands
will reflect on their Jewish
education at Hevreh and Beth
Robbins will be honored for
her years of service as b’nai
mitzvah tutor during the service. A festive oneg sponsored

by the confirmands’ families
will immediately follow the
service.

Knesset Israel
“Beyond Adam and Eve
– Judaism and Gender,” on
Tuesday, May 30 at 7 p.m.
Rabbi David Weiner will lead
a class aimed at “[situating]
our experience of gender in a
broader Jewish context. This
frank discussion of gender
in the Torah and rabbinic
literature may surprise the
reader in any number of ways.
The class will employ text
study, discussion and time for
personal reflection. It will not
answer all our questions but
rather open the door to our
own reflections and deepen
our understanding of gender, using Jewish sources.”
The class will conclude with
Maariv and light refreshments
to welcome Shavuot.

Temple Anshe
Amunim
At 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, May 31, Rabbi Josh
Breindel will lead a guided
reading of Megillat Rut (The
Book of Ruth) in English,
during which participants
discuss the story’s relevance
in the modern day. Services
(including a Yizkor/memorial
service) will follow at approximately 10:45 a.m. and will
conclude shortly after noon.
The Shavuot observance is
free and open to the community.

Introduction to Judaism
Series Continues at KI
PITTSFIELD – Knesset Israel
concludes its Introduction to
Judaism classes, a series for
adults interested in learning
or refreshing their knowledge
of the basics of Jewish history,
texts, and values. Classes are
Mondays from 3:30 to 5:30
p.m. To attend, please notify
Diana at (413) 445-4872, ext.
10. Upcoming sessions:
May 15: Prayer: Structure,
Nature and Music of Jewish Worship
May 22: The Services of
Shabbat: Making Sense of
Siddur
June 5: The Story of the
Jews: Video Episode 4:
Over the Rainbow
June 12: Lifecycle: Early
Life, Midlife
June 19: Lifecycle: Late Life,
Death and Bereavement
June 26: The Story of the
Jews: Video Episode 5:
Return

July 10: The Jewish American Story

New Classes
“Learn to Read Hebrew” – A
new class will start on Thursdays from 3:30-5:00 p.m. at
the KI Library. $50 includes
book and printed materials;
$25 if you already own the
book. For information on
dates and to register, call (413)
445-4872, ext. 16 or email to
mhammerling@knessetisrael.
org.
Tuesdays at 10:45 a.m. –
“The Book of Deuteronomy” at
Knesset Israel. Classes taught
by Rabbi David Weiner who is
guiding an in-depth exploration of a revolutionary book
of the Torah that continues
to shape Jewish thought and
practice to this day. Texts are
in English. May 16, 23, (not
30th) June 6, 13, 20. Resumes
mid-July.

“Connectivity Between Cultures” – Jewish
Music Celebration Kicks Off
GREAT BARRINGTON – This
year, A Summer Celebration of
Jewish Music opens on Sunday, June 11 with a chamber
music program that, in the
words of co-organizer Paul
Green, will be a “statement
about welcoming people from
cultures other than our own.”
The concert begins at 3
p.m. at Hevreh of Southern
Berkshire, and is sponsored
by the Jewish Federation of
the Berkshires, the Harold
Grinspoon Foundation, and
Hevreh. Tickets are $25.
This performance, its
theme “Connectivity Between
Cultures,” is the first in a
series of three concerts based
on the Four Freedoms articulated by President Franklin D.
Roosevelt in 1941. “The pieces
we will perform will connect
something with meaning to
Judaism to something other,”
says Green. “In this way, we
will try to establish the overarching connections between
cultures.”
As the centerpiece of the
June 11 concert, Green has
selected French composer
Olivier Messiaen’s “Quartet for

the End of Time,” a brooding
masterpiece composed and
first performed in the Stalag
VIIIA prisoner-of-war camp
in Görlitz, Germany in 1941.
“Messiaen was not Jewish,
but was deeply religious,” says
Green, “and was exploring
Catholic imagery,” primarily
from the Book of Revelations.
“It is concerned about peace,
about Christ’s suffering on
the cross, but was written and
performed in a camp that also
imprisoned Jews.”
The piece was scored for
an unusual combination of
instruments – clarinet, violin,
cello, and piano – reflecting
the musicians available at
the camp. Green will play the
clarinet, while on the piano
will be Dara Stevenson of
Williams College; on cello will
be Ronald Feldman, a member of the Boston Symphony
for 35 years; and, on violin,
Joel Pitchon of Smith College.
The piece is 50 minutes long,
divided into eight movements,
and is a key piece of 20th century chamber music.
Also on the program is
“Blessing for the Road” by

Israeli-American composer
Shulamit Ran, a piece inspired by Tefilat Ha’Derech,
the wayfarer’s prayer. Green
chose this selection because it
evoked associations with the
current worldwide immigration
crisis.
Series co-organizer Cantor
Robert Scherr will sing “The
Lonely Child,” a song composed in the Vilna Ghetto, and
“The House I Live In,” a WWIIera song popularized by Frank
Sinatra and Paul Robeson that
is “a plea for religious tolerance, peace, and safety,” says
Green. The song was written
by Abel Meeropol, co-writer of
Billie Holiday’s “Strange Fruit.”
This year, A Summer
Celebration of Jewish Music
concerts take place over the
course of the summer. On July
20, the program at the Berkshire Athenaeum will be “Jews
and Jazz,” and on August 17,
Jewish and African American
performers will honor Nick
Cave’s sculpture, “Until” at
MassMOCA. More on these
concerts in the upcoming BJV.

iEngage 2.0 – The Tribes of Israel: A Shared
Homeland for a Divided People
LENOX – Join Rabbi Neil
Hirsch of Hevreh of Southern
Berkshire and Rabbi David
Weiner of Knesset Israel for a
series of in-depth conversations in this second iEngage
Video Lecture Series.
This six-session class
confronts the challenges of
creating a Jewish and democratic public space in the modern State of Israel – a shared
common space for a people
divided along tribal affiliations
that may be religious, ideological, national, and geographic.
“The Tribes of Israel” begins
a conversation to restructure
the relationship between the
collective and the individual
tribes that comprise Israel.
Curriculum and materials are
produced by the Shalom Hartman Institute.
Rabbi Hirsch and Rabbi
Weiner share:
The Torah’s concept of
the Jewish people as a tribal
family with commonalities and
diversities continues to anchor
ideas of Jewish peoplehood to
this day. Through first-person
voices (on video and through
text study) participants will
discuss the identity of various
“Tribes of Israel” and leave

their comfort zone to deepen
their understanding of Haredim/Ultra-Orthodox, Religious
Zionist, Masorti/Traditional,
Israeli Secular, Jewish Secular, Jewish non-Jewish, North
American Jews, and Arab Palestinian Israelis. By listening
with a respectful mind and
open heart to distinctive and
authentic voices, participants
will deepen their cross-cultural understanding and have the
opportunity to process what
they have learned and integrate it with their own concepts of Jewishness, Jewish
peoplehood, and Israel.
Classes meet Tuesday
nights, July 18 & 25 and
August 8, 15, 22, and 29 at
the Lenox Community Center
at 65 Walker Street from 7 to

9 p.m. Most classes will be
team-taught by the two rabbis.
Tuition is $75 and includes all sessions and access
to course materials online
and in print. Financial aid
is available. To prepare for
the course, participants will
be asked to read Yossi Klein
HaLevi’s Like Dreamers, in
advance of the first class
The class is co-sponsored
by the Jewish Federation
of the Berkshires, Hevreh
of Southern Berkshire and
Knesset Israel. Advanced registration is required by June
27. Participants can register
online at jewishberkshires.org,
hevreh.org, knessetisrael.org
or by calling (413) 442-4360,
ext 10.

Enjoy KoshEr & MEvushal WinEs
Special Selections include...

notte italiano Prosecco, Italy
Gran sarao Cava Brut, Spain
Gabriele Pinot Grigio, Italy
Guillermo de Mendoza Malbec, Argentina
Barkan Classic Merlot,
Cabernet & Pinot noir, Israel

Tishbi sauvignon Blanc
& reserve Cabernet, Israel
Golan Cabernet sauvignon, Galilee
o’Dwyers Creek sauvignon Blanc, New Zealand
recanati Chardonnay & Cabernet, Galilee

spirited-wines.com

Jim Nejaime, Wine Merchant

444 Pittsfield Road, Lenox, MA 01240
413.448.2274
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Traveling with Jewish Taste
Joan Nathan’s King Solomon’s Table
Dean of Jewish cooking offers her take on pan-Diaspora cuisine
By Carol Goodman Kaufman

Joan Nathan, the dean
of Jewish cooking, has just
published the thirteenth cookbook of her prolific career. The
beautifully illustrated King
Solomon’s Table is described
as “an around-the-world
collection of recipes from the
global Jewish Diaspora.” Adding to its appeal, Nathan also
includes in its pages stories
– and even ancient documents
– tracing the history of each
recipe, as well as descriptions

of her experiences learning international dishes from
both professional and amateur
cooks.
My first foray into the
volume’s over-170 recipes was
the vegetable section. Unfortunately, it wasn’t a positive
one. The Slow-Cooked Silky
Spinach and Chickpeas was

just meh in both flavor and
texture, and the color was a
depressing olive drab. Although the directions said to
“check occasionally to make
sure the mixture isn’t too dry,
adding water if necessary,”
mine had so much liquid, it
had to be drained.
Luckily, things got better
and better (mostly) the further I delved into the book.
The Spinach with Pine Nuts
and Currants was easy to
prepare, and its mix of sweet
and savory flavors, chewy and
crunchy textures made for a
perfect side dish.
Next up was the soup section. The Yemenite Lentil Soup
with Ginger and Cumin, and
spiked with turmeric and cilantro, was filling and comforting on a cold winter’s night.
Although I love lentil soup, it
can be visually unappealing in
its brown-ness. But, leave it to
the master to solve that
problem. Nathan
suggests using a
mix of green and
red legumes to add
color.
The Abgoosht
soared right to
the top of our new
favorites list. This
traditional Persian
Shabbat soup starts
out as a regular
chicken broth, with
onions and garlic,
but is made colorful with green, red,
and yellow pepper
slices, and then
flavored with cardamom and turmeric.
What makes it even
more special are the
dumplings made from
chickpea flour, diced onions,
and ground chicken. We are
so glad the recipe made a big
pot, because Joel gave this
soup five stars. All I can say it
“seconds, please.”
I then tried three different
entrees, the first two with
chicken. Both require some

advance planning, as it takes
some time to prepare them,
but the results are absolutely worth the wait. The smells
and flavors of Chicken with
Eggplant and Swiss Chard,
redolent of Middle Eastern
bazaars, reflect its Egyptian
origins. Please note that Nathan’s recipes occasionally call
for an exotic ingredient or two.
In this case, it was cubeb berries, something the local Price
Chopper most likely doesn’t
carry. Luckily, she provides
alternatives. For this soup,
you can use allspice to excellent effect.
T’beet, a Baghdadi version
of the long-cooking Asheknazi
Shabbat cholent, is now fighting for #1 position with the
Abgoosht. Made with chicken
and basmati rice, the dish
filled the house with a tantalizing aroma all through the
night. The rice absorbed the
flavors of a fragrant blend of
eight herbs and spices. It was
so good that I had trouble restraining myself with the rice.
The third entrée was Fideos
Tostados, toasted angel hair
pasta in a cinnamon-spiked
tomato sauce. The Greek
islands of Rhodes and Kea
provided Nathan with the
recipes for the pasta and accompanying sauce, respectively. I was very curious to see
how the myriad flavors would
come together, especially since
sweet Manischewitz-type wine,
orange peel, and currants were
among the ingredients in the
tomato sauce. Unfortunately,
I found the pasta bland and
the sauce cloying. So, unless
Joel really loves this dish, I
now have two quarts of sauce
that will probably go into the
freezer until it gets tossed next
Passover.
Then, of course, we come
to dessert. Knowing that
this column would appear in
the Shavuot issue, I headed
straight to the dairy entries.
My first effort among the
sweets was Dates in Brown
Butter with Vanilla Ice Cream,
Date Syrup, and Halvah

Crumble. The term
“gilding the lily” coming to mind, I actually
left off the halvah. I
had feared that this
dessert would be too
sweet, even without
the sesame candy.
I was wrong. It was
absolutely divine. And
super easy to prepare.

Talk and Nosh with
Joan Nathan!
On Friday, July 21
at 11 a.m., Joan Nathan will be at Hevreh
of Southern Berkshire
for Jewish Festival of
Books, co-sponsored
by Hevreh and the
Jewish Federation of
the Berkshires. See
the Berkshire Jewish
Summer insert in this
issue for details and
RSVP info.

Joan Nathan

Natillas
For a Sephardic twist on dairy-or-Shavuot, try Natillas, a
rich, eggy Spanish custard spiced with cinnamon and vanilla. Delicioso!
Ingredients
4 cups milk, divided
2 sticks cinnamon
½ cup sugar
1/3 cup flour, sifted
¼ teaspoon salt
7 large egg yolks
1 teaspoon vanilla
½ teaspoon cinnamon
Directions:
Put 3 cups of the milk and the cinnamon sticks in the top of
a double boiler over boiling water and heat the milk.
In a separate bowl, mix the sugar, flour, and salt, then stir
in the remaining cup of cold milk and slowly add the egg
yolks.
Remove the cinnamon sticks from the scalded milk and
carefully stir the sugar-egg mixture into the hot milk.
Continue cooking over boiling water, stirring constantly
until thick.
Remove from the heat, let stand a few minutes, then add
the vanilla.
Pour into a shallow baking dish or 6 individual ones.
Refrigerate and sprinkle with cinnamon before serving.
My advice: Strain the custard to remove any lumps before
pouring into ramekins.

Carol Goodman Kaufman is a psychologist and author with a
passion for travel and food. She is currently at work on a food history/cookbook, tracing the paths that some of our favorite foods
have taken from their origins to appear on dinner plates and in
cultural rites and artifacts around the world. She invites readers
to read her blog at carolgoodmankaufman.com and to follow her
on Twitter @goodmankaufman.

68 Main Street
Lee, Massachusetts 01238

Telephone: (413) 243-0242
www.bensinlee.com
bensinlee@gmail.com
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By Helice Picheny
8 hours her stem cells were
retrieved. This is not painful,
just a very draining and uncomfortable process.
On January 20, the recipient received Arielle’s stem
cells.
Once you decide to be a
donor, you have no idea where
your donation is going and
who it is going to. It is up to
both sides whether they would
like to reach out to the other.
Finding out who that person
is can only take place once the
recipient survives their first
year post transplant.
The third week of March
2017, Arielle received an email
from a woman named Jackie
Kurtz Prince. In highly emotional words she described
how Arielle not only saved
her life, after she had been
given little chance of survival
without a stem cell transplant,
but returned a mother to her
children, a wife to a husband,
a daughter to her parents and
so on. And best of all she was
now CANCER FREE!!!!
Needless to say, we were all
overwhelmed with the news.
As it turned out, Jackie
lives in New Jersey and Ari
lives in New York.
They made plans to meet.
Jackie and her family met
Arielle and her husband Jeff in
April in New York City. A very

MAZEL TOV
Mazel Tov to…

How One Person Can Make a Difference
A line heard so many times!
It never became so real
in our own family until very
recently.
About four years ago, our
daughter Arielle Picheny Dufour had the opportunity to be
at an event where a donation
booth was set up to swab your
mouth for a DNA sample for
a possible stem cell donation.
Little did she know what a
journey she would be going on.
Fast forward three years.
She received a call from the
Stem Cell Bank that she was
a possible donor for a patient
with leukemia. This is an international bank and this person could be anywhere in the
world. She was asked by them
if she wanted to continue with
the process; she agreed. Once
you start, they want to make
sure you are committed, if you
turn out to be THE MATCH.
After a process of testing,
her DNA turned out to be an
EXACT match. The donation
was postponed, as the patient
was not in remission enough
to receive the transplant.
Arielle continued to prepare
for her upcoming wedding that
year to Jeff Dufour.
Several weeks later on January 19, 2016 the stem cell
retrieval was scheduled.
Arielle went to the New
York Blood Center, where for
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emotional moment.
So, getting back to HOW
ONE PERSON CAN MAKE A
DIFFERENCE, it hit much
closer to home than Arielle
knew.
Jackie’s parents have
attended Hevreh of Southern
Berkshire and have a home in
Otis, her husband’s relatives
have a home in Pittsfield, and
Jackie and her family call the
Berkshires one of their favorite
places and visit often.
BESHERT! I think so. So
one person can make a difference, and you never know who
it is going to affect – perhaps
someone in your very own
community.
Donate at www.bethematch.
org. You can make all the difference!
By the way, Arielle does
not think she did anything
extraordinary, but did what
anyone would have done.
I don’t think Jackie Kurtz
Prince believes that!
Save one life and you save
the world!

The BJV’s longtime graphic
designer Rose Tannenbaum
on her May 13 marriage to
Emerson Hawley – all of us
at the Federation wish those
crazy kids a long and happy
life together
c
Jack Franklin, who has
recently been blessed with his
14th and 15th great-grandchildren
c
Rebekah Jordan and Sarah Mulrooney on their recent
marriage
c
Debbie and Michael Irwin
on the recent marriage of their
son Josh to Emily
c
Melanie and Joel Levitan
and daughter Jocelyn on the
birth of their grandson and
son, Leo Jude
c
Sandra and Bill Flannery
and parents Dan and Mere-

dith, on the birth of Sienna
Rose Flannery
c
Nerissa Bardfeld and
Brendan Burns on the bat
mitzvah of their daughter,
Aidan
c
Tracy Mack and Michael
Citrin (parents) and Elaine
and Steve Mack (grandparents) on the bat mitzvah of
Ruby
c
Rabbis Neil and Liz P.G.
Hirsch on the birth of their
son, Lior Dekel
c
Michael Albert and Susan
Merrill on their engagement
c
Michael Herman on graduating Pittsfield Fire’s training academy and joining the
department, which no doubt
makes parents Howard and
Amy Herman proud.

Helice Picheny is, with
husband Steve, a member of
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire
and a longtime benefactor of
this Jewish community.

Book Review
Holocaust History Told Through Victims’ Correspondence
By Edwin Helitzer
Editor’s Note: One of the most
chilling accomplishments of
Nazi Germany was the extensive bureaucracy it established
to efficiently implement its dark
agenda. The Nazi-era German
postal service was a manifestation of that bureaucracy,
one that author Justin Gordon
explores in an illuminating and
often moving new book here
reviewed by Dr. Helitzer of the
Berkshire Hills Chapter of the
Society of Israeli Philatelists,
an affiliate of the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires.
Justin Gordon has published a concise, well-illustrated overview of Holocaust-era
philately that starts with the
end of World War I in Germany and ends with the advent
of the State of Israel in 1948.
In Holocaust Postal History:
Harrowing Journeys Revealed
through the Letters and Cards
of the Victims, the author uses
maps, charts, and reproductions of various letters and
postcards, many originating
from or addressed to Jews
confined to ghettos and concentration camps.
Mr. Gordon’s selections
bring to the Holocaust vividly
to life, with correspondence
detailing life in the ghettos and
in Nazi Germany. Well-devised
charts describing monetary
abbreviations, philatelic terms,
and a glossary of stamps make
the book easy to follow for the
even general reader seeking
to understand how stamps –
“mundane, everyday objects,”
writes Gordon – can convey a
powerful story.

Writes Gordon in his introduction:
Holocaust philately…
does not provide answers to
the major questions that still
haunt us. It does, however,
offer insight into the personal,
unique journeys of victims
of the Nazi onslaught. In
many cases, an envelope or
a postcard…may be the only
remnant of an individual’s
life.
Postcard censored due to Yiddish content
Starting his study in
1919, Gordon describes
dated and their residents sent
first day cover from the new
anti-Semitism growing
to death camps.
Jewish state of Israel declared
in Germany in the years
Finally, Justin Gordon
on May 14, 1948.
before Adolf Hitler took
delves into concentration
over over the reins of German
(Lodz, Poland)
camp mail with examples from
To learn more about Holeadership in 1933. Mr. Gorand Theresienstadt (Terezin,
Dachau, Buchenwald, Bergen/
locaust and postal history,
don reveals German anti-SeCzechoslovakia). The former
Belsen, Sachsenhausen, and
those interested are invited
mitic views through envelopes
was exploited economically by
Auschwitz. He also shows mail
to meetings of the Berkshire
that exhibit the anti-Semitic
the Germans during the war,
from some unsung heroes of
Hills Chapter of the Society of
strictures implemented by the
while the latter was mainthe Holocaust, with stories
Israeli Philatelists, an affiliate
Nazis. For example, he shows
tained as a “model ghetto”
related to them.
of the Jewish Federation of
envelopes where the middle
for propaganda purposes.
Mr. Gordon completes his
the Berkshires. They meet one
name “Sarah” was added to
Litzmannstadt even had two
journey with covers (“enveSunday a month at the office of
women’s names and “Israel”
issues of stamps marked
lopes or cards with postage
Dr. Edwin Helitzer at 195 South
added to men’s names to make
“Judenpost” and featuring
affixed that bears a cancellaStreet in Pittsfield from Sepit easy for Nazi censors to
the portrait of doomed ghetto
tion or other marking”) from
tember through June. For exact
identify mail from Jewish indileader Chaim Rumkowski. In
displaced person camps and
dates, times, and the specific
viduals. One rejected postcard
the later years of the war both
individuals petitioning to live
lectures to be presented, please
reproduced in the book bears
ghettos, their utility to the
in a Jewish homeland. The
call Edwin Helitzer at (413)
a censor’s hand-stamped
Nazis exhausted, were liquibook ends poignantly with a
447-7622.
marking: “In hebraishcher und
jiddscher Sprach
verboten” ([Writing]
in Hebrew and Yiddish is forbidden).
Gordon provides examples of
mail sent from the
ghettos in overrun
countries, and
delves a little bit
deeper into the
wartime histories
dianafelbergallery.com
of Litzmannstadt
6 Harris Street West Stockbridge 413-232-7007
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Programs take
take place
place Mondays
Mondays and
and Thursdays
Thursdays at
at 10:45
10:45 a.m.
a.m. Lunch
Lunch is
is served
served Mondays
Monday and
Programs
andThursday
at 12 p.m, at
through
Thursdays
noon. September 3. Tuesday lunch resumes on September 8.
Venue: Knesset
Knesset Israel,
Israel, 16
16 Colt
Colt Rd,
Rd, Pittsfield,
Pittsfield, MA.
MA.
Venue:

Like us on
Facebook:
• Jewish Federation
of the Berkshires
• PJ Library
Berkshire County

MAY

ies, coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.

Monday, 15................. 10:45 a.m., “The NAACP is Not an
“Anachronism” with Dennis Powell, President of Berkshire
County NAACP. Lunch: Sweet & sour chicken**#, pineapple juice, rice, Oriental blend vegetables, rye bread, fruit
cocktail, and tea.

Thursday, 15............... 10:45 a.m., “An Opera Festival in the
Berkshires” with Berkshire Opera Company’s general director,
Jonathon Loy, artistic director, Brian Garman, and costume designer, Charles Caine. Lunch: BBQ brisket**#, potato salad,
coleslaw, corn cobettes, sweet potato fries, corn bread,
melon, and tea.

Tuesday, 16................. Sloppy Joes**#, salad, corn, hamburger rolls, peaches, and tea.
Thursday, 18............... 10:45 a.m., “The Art of Writing Historical Fiction” with authors David C. King and Sharon Flitterman-King. Lunch: Vegetable lasagna, minestrone soup,
green beans, Challah, chef’s choice of cookies, coffee,
tea, and milk for coffee.
Monday, 22................. 10:45 a.m., “Hospice You Can Trust,
Care You Deserve” with Roxanne Voelker and Roberto
Velez. Lunch: Meat loaf**#, salad, mashed potatoes,
broccoli, rolls, fruit ice, and tea.
Tuesday, 23................. Chicken ratatouille**#, salad, noodles, Challah, apricots, and tea.
Thursday, 25............... 10:45 a.m., documentary film, “Gathering Our Hearts at Standing Rock.” Lunch: Hamburgers**#,
tomato juice, potato salad, coleslaw, potato chips and
pickle, hamburger buns, pineapple, and tea.
Monday, 29................. Closed for Memorial Day
Tuesday, 30................. Greek salad platters**, chef’s
choice juice, potato salad, Italian bread, baklava, coffee,
tea, and milk for coffee.
JUNE
Thursday, 1................. Closed for Shavuot
Monday, 5................... 10:45 a.m., “Legendary Locals of the
Southern Berkshires” with author Gary Leveille. Lunch: Roasted chicken**#, gazpacho, noodles and onions, mixed
vegetables, multi-grain bread, grapes, and tea.

Linking Young
Jewish Women in
Their Fight Against
Breast Cancer
(866) 474-2774
www.sharsheret.org

Thursday, 8................. 10:45 a.m., “Managing Stress and
Your Health” with Thea Basis. Lunch: Fresh fish**, borscht
and potato, rice pilaf, green beans, salad, muffins, lemon pudding, coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.
Monday, 12................. 10:45 a.m., “Advocating for Healthy
Affordable Food in MA” with Kristina St. Cyr and Jodie Silverman of MA Public Health Association. Lunch: Egg salad and
cottage cheese platters, rye bread, ice cream and cook-

Monday, 19................. 10:45 a.m., “Pittsfield Suns –
More than Just Baseball” with General Manager, Kristen
Huss. Lunch: Chicken, sundried tomatoes and artichokes**#, brown rice, mixed vegetables, multi-grain
bread, pears, and tea.
Thursday, 22............... 10:45 a.m., “Writing to Right the
World” with educator, Jana Laiz. Lunch: Grilled chicken**#,
tuna macaroni salad, roasted broccoli, green beans, Challah, brownies, and tea.
Monday, 26................. Program to be announced. Lunch: Oriental tuna salad**, pumpernickel bread, fruit shortcake,
coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.
Thursday, 29............... Program to be announced. Lunch:
Fresh fish**#, salad, asparagus cuts n tips, noodle kugel,
rolls, peaches, coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.

IMPORTANT NOTICE!
Starting in June, lunch will no longer be
served on Tuesdays.
Tuesday lunches will resume in the fall.
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LENOX – Arthur M. Henle,
90, of Kimball Farms, passed
away peacefully on Monday,
March 13 at Berkshire Medical
Center. A resident of Lenox
since 2010, Arthur moved to
the Berkshires from Eastchester, NY, residing in Pittsfield
from 1987 until moving to
Lenox.
Born in New York City on
March 13, 1927, he was the
son of the late Alfred and
Henrietta (Samuels) Henle. He earned his degree in
accounting at City College of
New York. During this time,
he was president of the Accounting Society and Editor of
Accounting Forum magazine.
He became a CPA in 1951. He
then went on to continue his
education at Brooklyn Law
School. He was admitted to
the Bar in 1953.
Mr. Henle was a partner in
the firm of Dresner & Henle in
New York City for many years.
He retired in 2003.
He was always interested in
serving the community. While
living in New York, he was
active in the B’nai B’rith Youth
Organization and became their
first national president. He
was treasurer of the Eastchester Historical Society. When
he moved to the Berkshires,
he was a member of Temple
Anshe Amunim, and was their
treasurer for four years. He
was a volunteer with Recording for the Blind, The Berkshire Athenaeum, Arrowhead,
Tanglewood and various local
theaters.
Mr. Henle enjoyed traveling
with his wife, Eileen, particularly to Europe and the Far
East, and was very proud
of his vacation photos. His
favorite pastimes were solving
crossword puzzles and singing
along with Broadway show
tunes.
He was the beloved husband of Eileen (Pfeffer) Henle,
whom he married October 25,
1953, in New York City.
He is also survived by two
daughters, Janice L. Weiss
and her husband, Jay of
Meriden, CT and Audrey K.
King and her husband, Martin
of Clifton Park, NY, as well as
his five grandchildren: Rachel
Weiss, Michael Weiss, Jeffrey
King, Amy King, and Allison
King.
Mr. Henle deeply loved his
family, and showed unconditional love to them all with

kind words. He was a great
listener and had a quick wit,
always making puns. He will
be remembered as a virtuous
man with high character and
honorable principles. He was a
role model for his children and
will be greatly missed.
A graveside service was
held March 17 at Sharon Gardens in Valhalla, NY. Donations may be made to Temple
Anshe Amunim, 26 Broad
Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201,
the Alzheimer’s Associattion,
or American Diabetes Association, in care of Dery Funeral
Home, 54 Bradford Street,
Pittsfield, MA 01210.

Sylvia Pellish, 97, long
and successful career in
educational administration
LENOX – Dr. Sylvia Pellish, 97,
died on Monday, March 13 at
Kimball Farms Nursing Care
Center.
Born December 10, 1919 in
Brooklyn, NY, Dr. Pellish graduated from Brooklyn College,
earned her M.A. from Queens
College and her D.Ed. from
the State University of New
York at Albany. She pursued a
long and successful career in
Educational Administration,
including founding and serving as the first chairperson of
the Department of Early Childhood Education at Hudson
Valley Community College. Dr.
Pellish was a certified Superintendent of Schools in New York
State and a certified stockbroker on the New York Stock
Exchange.
A voracious reader, enthusiastic world traveler and a
dedicated bridge player, she
played competitive bridge well
into her 97th year of life.
She was married for over
60 years to Dr. Harold Pellish,
who predeceased her. She is
survived by her children and
their spouses, Dr. Larry and
Jane Pellish of Pittsfield and
Robin Pellish and Dr. Patrick
O’Connor of Woodbridge, CT.
She was the grandmother
of Dr. Randy Pellish and his
wife Dr. Elyssa Pellish; Debra
Pellish and her fiance Michael Schreiber; and Andrew,
Matthew, and Evan O’Connor;
great-grandmother of Hallie,
Gabe, and Eyan Pellish, and
Cora O’Connor.
A private funeral ceremony
was planned by the family.
Donations may be made in her
memory to HospiceCare in The
Berkshires, Inc.

a

Create a Jewish Legacy Campaign
Please remember the Jewish Community in your will.

a

Arthur M. Henle, 90,
always interested in
serving the community

The Jewish Federation of
the Berkshires expresses
condolences to Nancy Cohen, John Slote and family
on the death of Nancy’s
mother, Sydelle.

Melvin Chasen, 88, true
to his own integrity and
sense of priorities
NORTH MIAMI BEACH, FL
– Melvin Chasen, 88, passed
away on Monday, March 13.
Born May 24, 1928, he led
a full and active life until ALS
claimed his body in stages
beginning more than a year
ago (ironic that it should be
Lou Gehrig’s disease, since he
was an avid sports fan and as
a boy aspired to be a baseball
player).
Mel, as he was known by
most everyone, was above all
an individual, true to his own
integrity and sense of priorities. He was a self-made man,
coming from humble beginnings to realize considerable
success. Although he graduated from high school with an
engineering degree, and from
college as a physical education
teacher, from the start, his career was in business. As a vice
president of the restaurant
chain Lums, he orchestrated
the company’s purchase of
Caesar’s Palace, changed the
company’s name to Caesar’s
World, and negotiated the
company’s subsequent listing
on the New York Stock Exchange.
His biggest business success was with Transmedia
Network, Inc., a specialized
restaurant financing company,
which he also had publicly
listed on the New York Stock
Exchange. After retiring, he
wrote a book titled simply
Entrepreneurship, filled with
practical advice and lessons
drawn from his experience,
and went on to work with
Florida International University on a program encouraging
social entrepreneurship. He
also founded the Vice Provost’s
Council to support FIU.
Even with his business
success, Mel’s greatest pride
and joy was his family. He
enjoyed spending time with
each family member alone and
together, whether at the family
summer home in Lenox or on
any of the many cruises or
other trips that the family took
together. A gifted storyteller,
he had a repertoire of funny
tales that kept his family and
friends laughing. He was a
great friend to a lucky few
– his advice was frequently
sought and invariably followed. A leader among men
and women, he had a knack
for identifying goals, then
specifying strategies and creating tactics to achieve them.
He is survived by Iris
Chasen, his beloved wife of
67 years; his children, Jerry Chasen, Barbara Chasen
Carmel, and Sharon Chasen;
sons-in-law, Mark Kirby and
Jon Carmel; grandsons, Jeffrey Dubuc and wife Malia,
Ian Schwartz and wife Sarah, and Neal Schwartz; and
great grandson, Asher Chasen
Dubuc.
A service was held on
March 16 at Riverside Gordon
Memorial Chapel, North Miami
Beach, FL, with interment
following at Lakeside Memo-

rial. Memorial donations may
be made to the ALS Recovery
Fund.
The Jewish Federation of
the Berkshires mourns
the passing of Jack Nodiff, 94, who died on
Sunday, March 26. A
gifted artist and music
lover, he was the beloved
husband of Ruth. Funeral arrangements were at
Riverside-Nassau North
Chapel, Great Neck, NY.

Dr. Stuart Armet, dentist,
navy veteran, skier, and
inspiration to many
WILLIAMSTOWN – Living life
fully, right to the finish line,
Dr. Stuart Armet had a beautiful, peaceful, dignified dying on
Sunday, April 2, at home with
his family in Williamstown.
Whether he was “Stuie,”
“Doc Stu,” “Dr. Armet,” or
“Dad” and “GP,” he was a loving father, devoted husband,
engaged grandfather, supportive uncle and brother, an
inspiration to so many. He was
a dentist, US Navy veteran,
skier and ski buddy, traveler,
hiker, and adventurer. A dance
partner, storyteller, swimmer,
theater, music, and arts appreciator, sports fan and athletic
champion. A problem-solver,
woodsman, lumberjack and
gardener, fixer and tinkerer,
and outside-of-the-box thinker.
He loved crossword puzzles,
family games, and a sunny
day, whether on the beach or
on the slopes. Loyal and easy
going, he was “love in action,”
a genuine lover of life, role
model, and best friend.
Dr. Armet is survived by
Helene, his high school sweetheart and wife of 53 years; son
David Armet and wife Jennifer
of Williamstown; daughter
Stacey Wenczel and husband
Stephen of Leverett; brotherin-law Jack Spira of Roanoke,
VA; and grandchildren Kale,
Zachary, Stella and Zoe.
A service of remembrance
and farewell to honor his
courage and example was held
at Congregation Beth Israel,
North Adams on Thursday,
April 6.
Donations can be made
to Congregation Beth Israel,
North Adams, or Hillcrest
Dental, who created the annual Dr. Stuart Armet Dental
Employee the Year Award.
Donations may be sent to Flynn & Dagnoli Funeral Home,
521 West Main Street, North
Adams, MA 01247.

Irving Jack Tanzman, 85,
never tired of the wonder
of assisting people
NORTH ADAMS – Irving Jack
Tanzman, 85, died peacefully
in his beloved home on Saturday, April 8.
Born in Liberty, NY, on
March 8, 1932, Dr. Tanzman
grew up in Parksville, NY,
attending a one-room schoolhouse and working in his family’s seasonal resort. Early he
showed a lifelong love of dogs
and the outdoors. He graduated from Liberty High School,
where he was president of
his class for four consecutive
years. He graduated from Ohio
State University College of
Optometry in 1955 and served
overseas in the armed forces
as an optometrist.

Dr. Tanzman came to North
Adams with his first wife
Melinda and established his
office of optometry 1961. He
loved the practice of optometry
and the opportunity it afforded him to get to know and to
serve the community. Feeling
fortunate to have useful skills,
he volunteered with the Optometric Services to Humanity,
providing care to communities
in Nicaragua, El Salvador and
Armenia. He never tired of the
wonder of assisting people to
see better and, as he loved to
say, “retired early at the age
of 80!”
He loved the Northern
Berkshires and dedicated time
and energy to the community.
He served as the President
of the Northern Berkshire
Chamber of Commerce during
a period of redevelopment of
downtown North Adams in the
early 1970s. He worked to provide positive opportunities for
youth by leading the Board of
the Northern Berkshire YMCA,
and also served on the Building Committee for the Salvation Army Citadel. In 1980,
he married Gail (Barney) and
together they enjoyed many
years of adventure, travel, and
throwing parties for family
and friends. They raised and
trained Weimaraners for love
and show until Gail’s death in
2010.
Dr. Tanzman was an active
outdoorsman and loved to
hunt, fish, hike and ski. He
volunteered with the Hoosick
River Watershed Association,
Advocates to the river and
enjoyed many afternoons canoeing the “mighty Hoosick,”
as he affectionately referred to
the river adjoining his home.
In the last years of his life, he
enjoyed the loving companionship of Marcia Sarrouf and the
family is deeply grateful for her
care and dedication to Irving.
Dr. Tanzman leaves five
children and their spouses:
Beth H. Tanzman of Shelburne, VT; George E. Tanzman
of Bangkok, Thailand; David
J. Tanzman and Jayson M.
Tanzman of Pittsfield; and
Colin Barney of Cambridge,
NY. He also leaves five grandchildren and one great-grandchild.
A memorial service celebrating Irving’s life was held
on Thursday, April 13 at Flynn
& Dagnoli-Montagna Home
for Funerals, North Adams.
Memorial contributions may
be made to the Berkshire
Humane Society, c/o Flynn
& Dagnoli-Montagna Home
for Funerals, 521 West Main
Street, North Adams, MA
01247
The Jewish Federation of
the Berkshires extends
condolences to Pam Rich,
husband Tom, and children, Harry, Jackson,
and Gabe on the passing
of Pam’s father, Ralph
Cianflone, 84, who passed
away unexpectedly on Friday, April 21. Funeral services were held on Tuesday, April 25. Memorial
donations may be made to
Rotary Club of Pittsfield,
c/o Dery Funeral Home,
54 Bradford Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201.
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BERKSHIRE JEWISH CONGREGATIONS & ORGANIZATIONS
Berkshire Hills Hadassah
P.O. Box 187, Pittsfield, MA
(413) 443-4386,
Berkshirehillshadassah@gmail.com
B’nai B’rith Lodge, No. 326

Welcome to the
Jewish Berkshires
Everyone is welcome to attend
services and events at any of the
organizations listed here.
Please call the organizations
directly to confirm service times
or to inquire about membership.
Learn more about our Jewish
community and find great
events on the community
calendar at:
JEWISHBERKSHIRES.ORG
________________________
Berkshire Minyan
Lay-led egalitarian minyan
held at Hevreh of Southern
Berkshire, 270 State Rd.,
Great Barrington, MA
(413) 229-3618, berkshireminyan.org
Services: Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

Chabad of the Berkshires
450 South St., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 499-9899,
jewishberkshires.com
Check website for service times and
locations.
Congregation Ahavath Sholom
Reconstructionist
North St., Great Barrington, MA
(413) 528-4197, ahavathsholom.com
Services: Fridays at 5:30 p.m.,
Saturdays at 10 a.m.
Call to confirm services
Congregation Beth Israel
Reform
53 Lois St., North Adams, MA
(413) 663-5830, cbiweb.org
Services: Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire
Reform
270 State Rd., Great Barrington, MA
(413) 528-6378, hevreh.org
Services: Fridays at 6 p.m.,
Oneg to follow.

Saturdays: Morning Study at 8:45 a.m.
Shabbat Morning Service at 10 a.m.
Israel Philatelist Society
c/o Rabbi Harold Salzmann
24 Ann Dr., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 442-4312
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
196 South St., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 442-4360 jewishberkshires.org
Jewish War Veterans
Commander Robert Waldheim
(413) 822-4546, sellit4@aol.com
Knesset Israel
Conservative
16 Colt Rd., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 445-4872, knessetisrael.org
Services: Fridays at 5:45 p.m.,
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.
RIMON – A Collaborative
Community for Jewish Spirituality
PO Box 502, Great Barrington, MA
rimonberkshires.org
ellyns@gmail.com
Temple Anshe Amunim
Reform
26 Broad St., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 442-5910, ansheamunim.org
Services: Fridays at 5:30 p.m.,
Shabbat Morning Service: 11 a.m.

BEYOND THE BERKSHIRES
Congregation Anshe Emeth
Conservative
240 Joslen Blvd., Hudson, NY
(518) 828-6848,
congregationansheemeth.net
Services: Fridays at 7:30 p.m.,
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.
Congregation Beth El
107 Adams St., Bennington, VT
(802) 442-9645, cbevermont.org
Services: Saturdays at 10 a.m.
Nassau Jewish Community
Center & Synagogue
Route 20, Box 670, Nassau, NY
(518) 766-9831
nassausynagogue.org
Services: Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.
Temple Israel of Catskill
Reform
220 Spring St., Catskill, NY
(518) 943-5758,
templeisraelofcatskill.org.
The Chatham Synagogue
Route 28, Box 51, Chatham, NY
(518) 392-0701,
chathamsynagogue.org
Services: Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

8th n!
S e as o

A Summer Celebration
of Jewish Music
Connectivity in Chamber Music

The Summer Celebration Chamber Players (Paul Green, Robert Scherr, Doris
Stevenson, Joel Pitchon and Nathaniel Parke) present Messiaen’s “Quartet for
the End of Time,” written in a Nazi prisoner of War camp, and “The House I live
In,” a plea for religious tolerance made famous by Frank Sinatra

Sun, June 11, 2017 at 3:00 PM

Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, Great Barrington, MA
$25 at the door • (413) 528-6378

NEW
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New programs
for Fall 2017!

Learn more about the school that intentionally
balances a comprehensive, challenging curriculum
with the culture and spirit of the Berkshires.
Preschool through Grade 9: Now Enrolling
Schedule a visit today! berkshirecountryday.org
413.637.0755 x116 admissions@berkshirecountryday.org
55 Interlaken Rd (Route 183), Stockbridge, MA

INTENTIONAL. INDEPENDENT. INSPIRED.

Jews and Jazz

Author and political scientist Charles Hersch
discusses his new book Jews and Jazz. Paul Green
and the band give musical examples.

Thurs, July 20, 2017 at 5:30 PM

Berkshire Athenaeum, 1 Wendell Avenue,
Pittsfield, MA
Free • 413-499-9480 • pittsfieldlibrary.org

“Youth Alive” Wanda Houston and Knesset
Israel Celebrate “Until” at Mass MoCA

“Youth Alive” joins vocal great Wanda Houston
and young people from Knesset Israel to celebrate
Nick Cave’s sculpture “Until” – the powerful
depiction of the crisis of race relations and gun
violence in America.

Thurs, August 17, 2017 at 5:30 PM
Mass MoCA, North Adams, MA
Free with admission to Mass MoCA •
(413) 662-2111 • massmoca.org
For information, call (561) 302-5816 • info@paulgreenmusic.com,
or see listings in Berkshire Jewish Summer insert in this BJV.

Supported in part by co-sponsorship with the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires, and grants from the Harold Grinspoon
Foundation and the Wasserman-Streit Y’DIYAH Memorial Fund of the Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation.
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Calendar – Ongoing Events
Around the Community
Continuous – Chabad of the Berkshires
“Smile on Seniors,” or “S.O.S.,” volunteer
program to serve senior citizens in the
Berkshires. Information for families who
can benefit and volunteers: Rabbi Levi
Volovik at (413) 499-9899 or visit www.
jewishberkshires.com.
Monthly – Ruthie’s Lunch Bunch meets
at Congregation Beth Israel, or a local
restaurant. Call for details. Congregation
Beth Israel, 53 Lois Street, North Adams.
Information: (413) 663-5830.
Monthly, fourth or fifth Sunday – Volunteers from Congregation Beth Israel,
53 Lois Street, North Adams “Take and
Eat” program cook, package, and deliver
hot meals for all North Adams clients of
“Meals on Wheels.” Information: (413)
663-5830 or office@cbiweb.org.
Monthly – One Monday a month (date
varies according to length of book), the
CBI Book Discussion Group meets at
Congregation Beth Israel at 7 a.m. Check
the CBI Newsletter for current books and
schedule. Information: Chaim Bronstein
at (917) 609-6732.
Sundays (second of each month) –
Berkshire Hills Society of Israeli Philatelists meet. Discuss Israeli and American
stamps. Coffee and donuts. Information:
Ed Helitzer, (413) 447-7622, daytime. See
related article on page ##.

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. (every seven
weeks) – Congregation Ahavath Sholom’s
“Bagels and Brainstorms.” Contact Guy
Pancer, GPancer2@sbcglobal.net or (860)
435-2821 for topic and location.
Mondays (changed from Thursdays) at
6:15 p.m. – “Conversational Hebrew,”
with Esther Benari-Altmann. Teens and
adults join together with an expert Israeli
instructor to study Hebrew as it is spoken
in daily life. Topics will include: weather,
food, directions, shopping, restaurants,
recipes and much more. The ability to read
Hebrew is required. Topics will include:
weather, food, directions, shopping,
restaurants, recipes and much more. The
ability to read Hebrew is required. Tuition:
FREE for members, $100/non-members
(10 sessions). Temple Anshe Amunim, 26
Broad Street, Pittsfield. Information and
registration: (413) 442-5910, ext. 12 or
eba@ansheanumim.org.
Tuesdays, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. – Torah Portion of the Week study group at
Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road, Pittsfield.
Facilitator Myrna Hammerling guides
the group through the triennial cycle,
year-round in the KI Library. Newcomers
always welcome to this gathering of
students of diverse ages, backgrounds,
and perspectives who search together
to deepen understanding of our foundational text. Free. Information: (413)
445-4872, ext. 16.
Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. – “Beginner
Hebrew” Learn to speak Hebrew from a
native Israeli with Esther Benari-Altmann
at Temple Anshe Amunim, 26 Broad
Street, Pittsfield. Open to the community
at large. Registration, full information:
(413) 442-5910, extension 12, or eba@
ansheamumim.org.
Tuesdays at 6:15 p.m. at Temple Anshe
Amunim – “Reading Hebrew Through
the Siddur,” with Esther Benari-Altmann.
This course will improve fluency in reading
Hebrew. Special emphasis will be given
to words and prayers from the Siddur.
Knowledge of and comfort with Hebrew
letters (and vowels) is required. Open to
all members of the community; free for
TAA members, $50 fee for non-mem-

bers. Registration, full information:
(413) 442-5910, extension 12, or eba@
ansheamumim.org.
Wednesdays, from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
– Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, 270 State
Road, Great Barrington, offers “an hour
of morning stillness” with Nina Lipkowitz,
a certified Kripalu Yoga Teacher. Donation
of $10 is asked for from non-members.
Information: (413) 528-6378.
Wednesdays at Knesset Israel – “Enhanced Prayer Class for Adults” 10:0011:30 a.m. at 16 Colt Road, Pittsfield, KI
library. What are we saying when we read
prayers at a service? How does the siddur
language connect with my life today? How
can I build my Hebrew reading fluency
and practice my reading skills? How can
I be more comfortable with the language
and process of prayer? Facilitated by
Myrna Hammerling. Newcomers always
welcome. Information: (413) 445-4872,
ext. 16.
Alternate Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m.
– Explore the stories behind the story of
the weekly Torah portion at Torah and
Tea, at Chabad of the Berkshires, 450
South Street, Pittsfield MA. Led by Sara
Volovik, the course is intended to outline
a spiritual road map for day to day life.
Using the weekly Torah portion as a starting point, participants will learn from the
Talmud, Midrash, and Chasidic masters,
as well as from the insights of others in
the class. The course is free of charge,
and no prior background in Hebrew or
the subject matter is necessary. For more
information, visit www.Jewishberkshires.
com or call (413) 499-9899.
Wednesday evenings starting June
7 at 7:30 p.m. (through August 16) –
B’Shalom Chorale rehearsals at Hevreh
of Southern Berkshire. Men and women
of all faiths are invited to join. For info,
please email founder and coordinator
Cantor Mekler at bshalomchorale@gmail.
com or call (413) 418-1836.
Thursdays (fourth of each month) – Hadassah Book Club. For times, locations of
meetings, and further information about
the books: Roz Kolodny at (413) 243-2077
or rozlk@yahoo.com. Upcoming: May 25,
the memoir The Nazi Officer’s Wife by Edith
Beer with Susan Dworkin. Ms. Dworkin
will be in attendance.
Thursdays at noon, Temple Anshe
Amunim – “Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class,”
with Esther Benari-Altmann. For people
who have always wanted to have a bar
or bat mitzvah ceremony but never had
one; have been looking for a nurturing
and supportive group with which to
learn about Jewish life and culture; have
been looking forward to deepening a
connection to Judaism. Read Hebrew,
chant from the Torah, craft divrei Torah
(sermons), and much more. Information
and registration: (413) 442-5910, ext. 12
or eba@ansheanumim.org.
Fridays, last of month, time varies
with candle lighting – Chabad of the
Berkshires’ “Friday Night Live,” traditional
Kabbalat Shabbat service. Information:
(413) 499-9899 or visit www.jewishberkshires.com.
Fridays, at 9:00 a.m. – Meditation with
Rabbi Rachel Barenblat in the Congregation Beth Israel sanctuary, 53 Lois
Street, North Adams, overlooking the
Berkshire mountains. Silence, chanting,
and meditation designed to help prepare
for Shabbat. All welcomed. Information:
(413) 663-5830 and www.cbiweb.org.

Fridays, once a month at 5:30 p.m.
(followed by a family style Shabbat
dinner at 6:30 p.m.) – Knesset Israel,
16 Colt Road, Pittsfield. Shirei Shabbat
(“Songs of Shabbat”). Unique service
combines melodies from Carlebach,
Debbie Friedman, and Camp Ramah to
create a ruach filled (“spirited”) family
friendly experience. Cost for dinner $18
per adult, $15 teens, $50 family maximum. Dinner reservations are due by the
Monday before services. Full information:
(413) 445-4872, ext 10.
Saturdays at 8:45 a.m. – at Hevreh, 270
State Road in Great Barrington. Every
Shabbat morning, gather in Rabbi Neil
Hirsch’s study and dive into the less-often read books of the Bible, currently
the Book of Psalms. All are welcome to
begin the day with coffee while studying
and relaxing on Shabbat. Sessions will
be between 45 and 60 minutes. Please
be in touch with Rabbi Hirsch for further
information: nhirsch@hevreh.org.
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m. – “Torah Plus:
Exploring Jewish Text and Culture.” Join
Rabbi Josh Breindel for a conversation
based on the texts of the Jewish people
and reflection on what it means to be
Jewish. All texts are offered in English.
Temple Anshe Amunim, 26 Broad Street,
Pittsfield. Free. Open to the public. Information (413) 442-5910 or templeoffice@
ansheamunim.org.

Saturday mornings, 9-10 a.m., through
Memorial Day – Knesset Israel, 16 Colt
Road, Pittsfield. Judith Weiner leads an
introduction to halakha – Jewish law –
through a guided exploration of recent
papers on relevant topics, including Rabbi
Danny Nevins, “Electricity and Shabbat,”
published by the Conservative Movement’s Committee on Jewish Law and
Standards. Class meets when Hebrew
School is in session. (413) 445-4872,
ext. 10.

Knesset Israel
16 Colt Road,
Pittsfield
ONGOING MINYANS
Sunday
8:45 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Tuesday
7 p.m.
Friday
7 a.m. and 5:45 p.m.
Saturday
9:30 a.m. and evenings
approximately 30 minutes before sunset
CANDLE-LIGHTING

May 19...............................7:54 p.m.
May 26...............................8:01 p.m.
Shavuot
Tuesday, May 30...............8:04 p.m.
Wednesday, May 31.........9:13 p.m.
June 2................................8:06 p.m.
June 9................................8:11 p.m.
June 16..............................8:14 p.m.
June 23..............................8:16 p.m.

We know why you’re here.
And we’re here for the same reasons.

The Berkshires.
More than a place.
It’s a way of life.
We get it.
It’s a set of values,
experiences and
qualities that shape
your life.
Your financial
advisors should
embody these same
attributes.
It’s why we’re here.
We’re here with you.
And for you..
To learn more, contact:
Gary Schiff, Managing Director
gschiff@octobermountainfa.com

103 West Park Street
Lee, MA 01238
T: (413) 243-4331
www.octobermountainfa.com
Member SEC, FINRA SiPC
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In 1901, These Photos of Yemeni Jews Amazed the Western World
By Ilana Sichel / Jewniverse
Since the establishment
of the State of Israel in 1948,
the vast majority of Yemen’s
Jewish population has migrated to the Jewish State.
Half a century earlier, a young
German Jew named Hermann
Burchardt followed his two
great passions, photography
and ethnography, to Yemen,
and documented the community in its native surrounds.
Burchardt’s 1901 journey
offered the first documentation of the ancient Jewish

community for Western audiences. The photographs he
sent back to Germany astonished European Jewry and the
world.
This was a particular type
of Orientalist adventuring:
a religious minority documenting distant members of
the same tribe, and Jewish
readers of Ost und West
were particularly abuzz with
questions: Is this how our
ancestors looked? Did these
Jews preserve ancient Jewish

BERKSHIRE
&
ROOFING
GUTTER CO.

customs more authentically
than we did?
Popular curiosity was so
aroused that Burchardt’s
photographs were printed up
into postcards. His reputation,
however, was ultimately his
undoing. In 1909, while escorting the Italian consul from
the capital of Sana’a on an
unfamiliar route, Burchardt
and the entire convoy were
ambushed and killed by desert
thieves.

(413) 528-9700

413-298-1029
413
3 298 1029
www.BGRCo.net

CEDAR ROOF
STANDING SEAM METAL
ASPHALT SHINGLES
SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Copper • Aluminum • Gutter Covers

“We like your smile when we’re done”

A+

S31033

Written Estimates • Fully Insured • Owner Installed MA Lic. #145878

✓COMPETITIVE PRICING
❑
✓
❑ PROMPT SERVICE
✓FIVE-YEAR WARRANTY
❑

Radon Testing
and Mitigation
NEHA & NRSB CERTIFIED
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By Deborah Fineblum/JNS.org
Beckah Restivo is glad she
attended college in Washington, D.C. One of the primary
reasons is George Washington University’s proximity to
the U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Museum, where her fascination with Holocaust history
blossomed.
Staffers at the museum say
Restivo represents a growing
phenomenon: third-generation
Holocaust survivors fascinated by—and determined to
honor—their grandparents’
experience.
Restivo’s grandfather, Hy
Auerhan, was a teen growing
up in Frankfurt, Germany,
when he was snatched from
the jaws of the oncoming Nazi
scourge and sent to live with a
Jewish family in Los Angeles.
The year was 1936, three
years before Hitler’s plan to
rid Germany and later all
of Europe of Jews took full
effect. But the noose had
already started to tighten
on the country’s Jews in the
form of increasingly restrictive anti-Semitic laws. Many
parents, feeling the encroaching danger, were willing to be
separated from their children
to ensure their safety.
Restivo’s passion for her
grandfather’s story began at
the tender age of 11, when she
learned about the Holocaust

and “found myself really,
really interested in finding out
more about my grandfather
and the other Jews who were
targeted,” says the resident of
Beverly, MA, who grew up in
San Diego.
Though her grandfather
was Jewish, Restivo was
raised and remains a religious
Christian—a fact that does
not appear to diminish her
commitment to publicizing the
history of the Holocaust.
“My great-grandfather
Felix, whose housewares store
was burned down during
Kristallnacht, was sent to the
Riga ghetto in Latvia and no
one is known to have returned
from there,” she says. “My
grandfather and great-uncle
managed to escape and miraculously found each other after
the war. Then my great-uncle
returned to Germany with the
U.S. Army and helped liberate
the camps. Both of them went
on the have families and live
good lives. The fact that my
family and I are alive today
is proof that Hitler didn’t win
after all.”
For survivors’ grandchildren like Restivo, who repeatedly interview their grandparents and record the results,
the U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Museum works to anchor
family stories in a historical
context. Much of the museum’s resources come from the
International Tracing Service
(ITS), an archive of Holocaust
records established by the
Allies after the war as fami-

Gans Bedding, Inc.
Since 1921

mattresses . beds . futons & more
Larry Gans Steinberg
413-528-0023
413-528-0317 fax

72 Stockbridge Road
Great Barrington, MA
01230

CREDIT: U.S. HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM.

Holocaust Survivors’ Grandchildren,
Equipped with Vast Archive, Keep Stories
Alive

lies searched desperately for
relatives or at the very least,
knowledge of their fates.
Headquartered in Bad
Arolsen, Germany, the archive
boasts millions of pages of
documentation. But until a
decade ago, these were hidden
from view. Only since 2007,
after the museum and others
pushed for it, did the public
receive access. Eight nations
now have functional copies of
Sara-Joelle Clark (left), a U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum
the ITS.
researcher, shows documents she found in the International
“It blows people’s minds
Tracing Service archive to Beckah Restivo, who was looking for
how much we have available,
information on her great-grandfather Felix.
how much we can help them
put the pieces together and,
learn about their family,
“Everything I know about
for someone like Beckah who’s
they’re amazed and the other
my family history, besides my
already done so much of the
kids gather around,” she says.
grandfather’s and great-unhomework, to provide that
“It’s eye-opening for everyone.”
cle’s actual firsthand acmissing piece to the puzzle,”
It’s important for the public
counts, has been driven by the
says Sara-Joelle Clark, a
to know that access to the muresources at the museum, and
researcher with the museum’s
seum’s resources is completely
I’m so grateful,” says Restivo,
Holocaust Survivors and Vicfree, says Diane Afoumado,
who is hoping to write a book
tims Resource Center, which
chief of research and reference
on the subject.
fields about 250 requests each
for the Holocaust Survivors
“For me and everyone else
month.
and Victims Resource Center.
who’s passionate about keep“Beckah’s story shows that
“Even 70 years later, we are
ing these stories alive, with
this third generation, which is
still helping to bring families
survivors dying every day, it’s
more comfortable with techtogether or bring closure to
our generation’s job to learn
nology, is engaged with the
families who didn’t know what
more,” she says. “Sharing it
search for their family legacy,
happened to their loved ones,”
is the most important way we
and getting more engaged all
she says.
can honor those who survived
the time,” adds Clark. “Her
Not just families, but also
and those who didn’t. To keep
dedication is such an inspiraresearchers and scholars can
genocide from repeating, the
tion to others her age.”
access the museum’s volumimuseum is an important
A typical highlight of her
nous resources; 200 million
reminder of what can so easily
job, Clark says, is when a
pages have been digitized and
happen when hate takes over.”
child on a field trip to the
the archive is continuously
museum approaches her
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Survivor: A Portrait of the Survivors of the Holocaust
Photographer Harry Borden’s invaluable study of survivors in twilight
“I grew up on a farm in Devon,” writes British
photographer Harry Borden in the introduction to
Survivor, a collection of 104 of his portraits of Holocaust survivors. “My dad, Charlie, was a resolutely
atheist Jew who derived nothing from his background except a fear of anti-Semitism. When I was a
boy, he told me that the Nazis would have killed us.”
“It was shocking to live with that kind of idea,”
says Borden, 52, whose rural upbringing in southwest England afforded him little contact with Jewish
people. Growing up, he considered himself Christian
like his mother, and kept mostly silent when he occasionally heard casual anti-Semitic sentiments ban-

died about. It wasn’t until his grandmother moved in
with the family that he heard anything particularly
positive about Judaism. “For Dad, Jewishness was
only a burden,” Borden wrote in an article for The
Guardian. His grandmother “made it seem a bit special – like a really great club to be in.”
At age 40, Borden embarked on a project to connect with members of a truly special “club,” Holocaust survivors. Borden is England’s most noted
celebrity photographer, who has more than 100 portraits in the National Portrait Gallery and whose work
has been on the covers of major magazines worldwide. He had arrived at a time of life where he was
both at what he considered the height of his powers,
but also “wanting to do something more meaningful”
that would connect him to his Jewish identity. He
says he sometimes felt “tossed around at sea like a
cork, and it was seductive to something with a pureness of heart.” He began his project in 2008 at the
London Jewish Cultural Center, and began taking
photographs that he posted online.
Over the next two years, Borden traveled to Australia, the US, and Israel to take the portraits now
collected in Survivor. As a celebrity photographer,
Borden says he was accustomed to arriving for a
photo shoot with a phalanx of assistants to take care
of staging, lighting, costume, makeup, and so forth.
For these photographs, however, “what I was trying
to do was achieve a sense of intimacy,” he says. “It
was me and my tripod.” He photographed his subjects inside their homes and outside in their gardens
using only natural light, which gives the stark images
what Borden termed a “forensic” quality.
As moving and incisive as the portraits are, perhaps Borden’s true stroke of brilliance was to have
each of his subjects share
a handwritten message to
accompany their photograph. “The handwriting,”
says Borden, “is a record of
a relationship, of a human
exchange.” The thoughts
shared are largely about
loss, luck, a decisive moment, gratitude, defiance,
the importance of remembering, carrying on, and
children and grandchildren,
with the occasional non
sequitur for good measure
(Charles Srebnik: “A clean
desk is a sign of a sick
mind”). These disparate
messages show, says Borden, “that there isn’t a ‘type’
of person who is a survivor –
they are just people.”
Juxtaposed as they are
to the images of the now elderly men and women, these
personal notes carry an
additional weight as summation of what these survivors
wish to share about their experiences. Together, the
words and images are tremendously moving. The
book is sharply conceived editorially, as well, with
an additional section collecting expanded (and also
moving) accounts of each person’s story and endnotes with valuable historical information about the
Holocaust.

Photographer Harry Borden
In the seven years since Borden finished taking
the photographs appearing in Survivor, approximately
one third of his sitters have died. That, says Borden,
“made me realize the importance of what I did.”
And important it is. Survivor is a strong contribution to post-Holocaust literature, perhaps the best
portrait of Holocaust survivors in twilight that we are
likely to see.
All photos by Harry Borden. From Survivor: A Portrait
of the Survivors of the Holocaust, published by
Octopus Books ($39.99).

