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Women and Their Olive Trees  

Annual Meeting to Celebrate Feder-
ation’s Impact Here and Abroad
JDC’s Rebecca Neuwirth to speak about the future 
of Jewish life in Europe 

LENOX – Starting at 7 p.m. on Tues-
day, June 16, the Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires will hold its 76th 
annual meeting at the Seven Hills Inn, 
40 Plunkett Street in Lenox, hosted by 
owners Robin Gerson Wong and Denis 
Wong.

The meeting is free and open to the 
entire Berkshire Jewish community, 
and will feature a dessert reception.

President Amy-Lindner Lesser will 
speak about the current status of the 
Federation and address its future, 
while Dara Kaufman will deliver the 
Executive Director’s Report. During 
the meeting, outgoing members of the 
Federation board will be recognized for 
their contributions and the new board 
will be elected by members of the com-
munity.

Rebecca Neuwirth, director of 
Strategic Engagement for the Amer-
ican Joint Distribution Committee 
(JDC), will be the guest speaker, her 
topic the challenges and opportunities 
currently facing the Jews of Europe. 
Rising anti-Semitism, terror attacks, 

geopolitical conflicts, economic woes, 
and a growing refugee crisis continue 
to plague Europe, with Jews across the 
continent facing important decisions 
about their present and future. Neu-
wirth will share how JDC is helping 
those communities under stress.
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Interested, Invested, and Involved in 
the Jewish Berkshires
Major Donors Breakfast theme will be Federation’s 
role in Jewish youth development
LENOX – The Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires is excited to be hosting 
its annual Major Donors Breakfast 
on Sunday, July 10 at 9:30 a.m. at 
Cranwell Resort, Spa & Golf Club. 
Attendance at this special event has 
more than doubled in the past 3 years, 
reflecting an increased level of interest, 
investment, and involvement in the 
work of our Federation and the impact 
it has on building and sustaining Jew-
ish life in the region.

“In the past, the breakfast had been 
more along the lines of a thank you to 
our major donors,” says Development 
Officer Margo Golos. “Now it has be-
come a transformative way for peers to 
meet and share ideas on how to make 
a difference in a Jewish community like 
the Berkshires. Donors have estab-
lished a host committee and serve as 
ambassadors, sharing their experiences 
of how Federation impacts the lives of 
all the Jews in our community – both 
those who come for the summer season 
and those who live here year round.”

It Takes a Village
The theme of this year’s breakfast is 

engaging Jewish youth, an undertak-

Lauren Spitz, chair of the Major Donor 
Breakfast

ing that the Federation counts as one 
of its top priorities. “We take a strate-
gic approach in helping families raise 
Jewish children. Most children growing 
up in the Berkshires do not have easy 
access to Jewish peers, especially in 
their daily lives,” says Executive Direc-
tor Dara Kaufman. “We have to create 
and support opportunities for young 
people and their families to first find 
each other, and then help them find a 
connection to Jewish life.” 

Kaufman explains that this means 
starting at birth by offering Jewish 
books and programming for young 

MAJOR DONOR BREAKFAST,  
continued on page 5 Bringing a New Israel Narrative 

to the Berkshires This Summer 
Local rabbis to present the Shalom Hartman 
Institute’s innovative iEngage study and  
engagement series

JDC’s Rebecca Neuwirth

Afula-Gilboa region artists will share their message of coexistence at 
a Berkshire Museum exhibit (June 6-7), Connecting With Community 
(June 6), and Hevreh (June 7). See page 15 for more on the project 
and the June 6 opening reception at the Berkshire Museum.

LENOX – Starting June 28, join 
Rabbi Neil Hirsch of Hevreh of 
Southern Berkshire and Rabbi Da-
vid Weiner of Congregation Knesset 
Israel for an eight-part series of 
in-depth conversations about Israel. 
The sessions will include video 
lectures from leading scholars from 
the Shalom Hartman Institute in 
Jerusalem, study of Jewish text, 
and scintillating conversation on 
themes that include:
• Religion and Peoplehood

• Sovereignty and Identity

• Power and Powerlessness

• War and Occupation

• Jewish and Democratic State. 

The goal of the Shalom Hartman 
Institute’s iEngage project is to cre-
ate a new narrative regarding the 
significance of Israel for Jewish life. 
This narrative will serve as a foun-
dation for a new covenant between 

Federation welcomes Israeli artists of the multifaith 
Olive Tree Project to the Berkshires with a museum 
exhibit and two community events



 Page 2 Berkshire Jewish Voice   •   jewishberkshires.org May 15 to June 30, 2016  

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The Berkshire Jewish Voice welcomes signed letters on subjects of interest to the 
Jewish community. Letters are printed upon space availability. The BJV reserves 
the right to edit all letters for content, length, and style. The BJV does not print 
anonymous letters, insults, libelous or defamatory statements. Published letters do 
not represent the views of the Federation, its board of directors, or the newspaper, 
but rather express the views of their authors. For verification purposes, please in-
clude full name, home address, and a day and evening telephone number. Send 
letters to: Berkshire Jewish Voice, 196 South Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201, or email:  
jfb.berkshirevoice@verizon.net.

Letters to the Editor

The color photography in this issue of the Berkshire  
Jewish Voice is made possible through the generosity of  
Robert and Elaine Baum, honorary publishers. The staff of 
the Federation and the BJV are deeply grateful.
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(Kveller via JTA) – When my son Yonatan was 
about 2, we began instructing him in the fine art 
of acquiring a bagel. We helped him learn that 
you have to wait in line, patiently, and not cut 
in front of other people. When it’s your turn, you 
have to ask for the kind of bagel you want (sesame, 
toasted, with cream cheese, in our case), and say 
“please.” You have to give the nice lady your mon-
ey, and take the change back, and then in the end 
say “thank you!” when she gives you your order. 

It’s a lot of things to remember! He would fre-
quently forget something or need coaching, so it’s 
a good thing we gave him a lot of opportunities to 
work on his bagel-ordering skills.

There are a lot of ways that we help train our kids in the way things work. This 
is how you use a fork. Here’s how you respond if you see someone is hurt. We 
don’t draw on the walls. Hands are really — and I mean really — not for hitting. 
Giving them these skills helps them grow into the kind of people who know that 
you have to wait your turn when other people want bagels, too — that your bagel 
isn’t more important than anyone else’s.

It could be argued that every religious tradition has its own training mode — a 
set of laws or principles that can inform how we move throughout the world. Just 
as we try to offer our children the tools they need to grow and flourish in this 
world, so, too, are there tools available to us, if we want them.

According to traditional accountings, there are 613 mitzvot — commandments 
— in the Torah. A lot of them don’t apply to most Jews today — some can only be 
fulfilled by those farming in the land of Israel, some relate to the once-function-
ing Temple in Jerusalem, some are only relevant to a specific person in ancient 
Israelite society. But there are plenty of commandments meant for everybody, 
including some that were developed over time in the Talmud and other Jewish 
legal writings.

So there are a lot of Jewish opportunities to go around — observing Shab-
bat, keeping kosher, laws about conducting business relationships and wealth, 
and how to relate to those who are financially marginalized. If you live your life 
according to Jewish law, it informs your day in a thousand ways. Someone has a 
juicy story to tell you about a mutual acquaintance? There are rules about gossip. 
There are rules about how to observe each of the holidays and when to pay your 
employees. You’re cooking and something funky may have gotten into your soup? 
Oh, there are rules. So many rules.

I think how Jewish law functions is, in some ways, similar to how training 
works with our kids. It’s a system for living that is meant to help us navigate the 
world: We don’t hit. We share our toys. We don’t gossip meanly about others. We 
pay our workers promptly.

In deeper ways, it helps to transform us into the kinds of people who have 

internalized the values of the training. At a certain point, one hopes, your kid 
chooses not to hit not because he knows there might be a timeout if he does, but 
because he’s learned to become the kind of kid who doesn’t hit.

So, too, with us grown-ups. When we become more conscious about guarding 
our tongues and not saying every mean, snarky thing that comes to mind, little by 
little we become the kind of people who don’t bring nasty speech into the world. 
When I choose, with intentionality, to connect to the sacred through blessing and 
prayer, I become the kind of person who is more aware of the sacred. And that 
feeds and nourishes me in ways that I wouldn’t necessarily seek out on my own.

We put our kids down to nap because it’s good for them, because it helps re-
generate them, even if they wouldn’t necessarily choose to sleep if left to their own 
devices. That’s kind of how I am with ritual practice a lot of the time, honestly — 
whether prayer or Shabbat or other things. It’s the rejuvenation I didn’t know I 
needed, and often the thing without which I’d be a whiny, cranky mess.

Some kids are more naturally empathetic than others. Some kids just nat-
urally go give the crying child at the playground a hug, or share spontaneously 
and with ease. Some adults are, perhaps, more likely to choose caring behavior, 
giving charity money and welcoming the orphan and the stranger into their home, 
unprompted.

But it’s also true that the empathetic kid still needs other kinds of training — 
maybe to learn not to pick his nose in public, maybe to remember to say thank 
you to the nice lady at the bagel shop. And it might be true as well that there are 
other kinds of growth that even the more ethically inclined grown-up needs — 
maybe they need prompting to make mindful food choices or be patient with their 
colleagues.

Why this matters for us is the same reason it matters for our children: be-
cause the process of learning how to be a person in the world — a better person, 
a kinder person — is never really completed. The same part of us that wanted to 
cut in line at the bagel shop when were 2 is still in us when we’re 22 or 42, even if 
it manifests in different ways.

Our children have us as their teachers and guides, but even as grown-ups, we 
always have the opportunity to grow into a kinder, softer, more-aware-of-the-sa-
cred, more empathetic version of ourselves. For me, anyway, a spiritual practice 
is one thing that helps me to get there — at least a little bit.

Rabbi Danya Ruttenberg is the author of Nurture the Wow: Finding Spirituality in 
the Frustration, Boredom, Tears, Poop, Desperation, Wonder and Radical Amaze-
ment of Parenting. She was named by Newsweek as one of 10 “rabbis to watch” 
and by the Forward as one of the top 50 women rabbis in America.

Kveller is a thriving community of women and parents who convene online to share, 
celebrate and commiserate their experiences of raising kids through a Jewish lens. 
Visit Kveller.com.

Guest Editorial
Our Kids Aren’t the Only Ones Who Need Training
By Danya Ruttenberg

Past Exec Recalls Federation’s First Berkshires/
Israel Partnership 
Dear BJV:

Thanks for Supporting the Berkshires’ Immigrant 
Community
Dear Jewish Federation of the Berkshires:

The article in the last paper about 
the Federation’s joining the SNEC 
Regional Partnership to support the Af-
ula-Gilboa area in Israel brought back 
memories of Project Renewal, which 
was an effort to connect with a specific 
city in Israel. This was started by the 
Fall River Community to create a “clus-
ter” of Massachusetts federations to 
become sponsors of programs in Kiryat 
Ata, then a town of 32,000 residents 
who were largely Moroccan and Iraqi. 

My family visited in 1983 and, after 
discussions with Berk-
shires leaders, the com-
munity adopted a tutoring 
project for youngsters in 
the neighborhood of Har 
Harakafot. This involved 
separate pledges from con-
tributors and numerous 
meetings with other cluster 
members to keep up to 
date on what was happen-
ing in Israel.

One of the high points 
of Project Renewal was 
when a troupe of dancers 
from Kiryat Ata visited 
Massachusetts, and per-
formed at the former Jew-
ish Community Center in 
Pittsfield. Our local families 
provided meals and hosted 
the young people in private 
homes overnight.

Over our five-year com-
mitment, several commu-
nity members visited Kirya 
Ata and established a more 

personal commitment to Israel. I hope 
this new collaboration will provide the 
same link to a new area.

Sincerely,
Rhoda Kaminstein
Pittsfield

The writer was the executive director of 
the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires 
from 1982 to 1989.

Thank you so much for the gener-
ous donation of $250 to the Berkshire 
Immigrant Center. We appreciate the 
collection of funds for the center at the 
screening of the film Stateless last Au-
gust, and hope to collaborate with you 
on future events.

This donation will help support the 
programs and services that the Center 
provides to the immigrant and refugee 
community of Berkshire County.

On behalf of all of our clients who 
will benefit from your gift, I thank you 
deeply for your contribution.

Best regards,
Hilary Greene
Director, Berkshire 
Immigrant Center
Pittsfield

MORE LETTERS on page 4
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Rabbi Reflections
A Reflection on my First AIPAC Policy Conference
By Rabbi David Weiner

“There is life outside your apartment.” 
So begins my favorite number from the 

smash-hit, unusually profane Broadway mu-
sical, Avenue Q. As the rabbi of a synagogue 
in a small town, however, much of my focus is 
directed inside the confines of our local commu-
nity. Together, my congregation and I find ways 
transform lives through Jewish practice, but 
when, for example, we talk about Jewish edu-
cation, we are really talking about the Jewish 
education of our youth, not the bigger picture. 

Another example is our tzedaka and social 
justice work, which focus primarily on issues 
of local import like helping the homeless or 
promoting food justice in the Berkshires, with 
the awareness that if we do not step up to help 
our neighbors, no one else will. Furthermore, 
I cherish my connections with fellow rabbis 

and leaders of Jewish organizations in the Berkshires – when we work togeth-
er on projects or through the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires, we are able 
to address all sorts of issues thoughtfully and respectfully in order to grow our 
community together. This is deeply meaningful and inspiring work, yet it can also 
create the illusion that we are isolated from the world outside the Berkshires.

So for me, traveling to the AIPAC Policy Conference was a particularly unusual 
opportunity – a chance to gather alongside more than 18,000 other supporters of 
a strong relationship between the United States and Israel. I was curious, yet, at 
the same time, I attended with misgivings. Was I, just by showing up, supporting 
an organization that did not represent my views? After a few days at Policy Con-
ference, I saw that I could still choose whether to participate in lobbying on Cap-
itol Hill and, for that matter, choose how to talk about my experiences upon my 
return home. I went with ideas about 
what I would experience, but was also 
prepared to watch and listen and then 
question my assumptions. 

Over the course of a pre-conference 
gathering and then Policy Conference 
itself, I experienced firsthand the range 
of people attending the AIPAC confer-
ence. I learned about the workings of 
the relationship between the United 
States and Israel, and how Congress reacts when lobbied to support Israel. I also 
found out something the surprised me: now that I’ve been involved in Berkshire 
Interfaith Organizing, AIPAC’s methodology seemed strikingly familiar. AIPAC 
is nothing other than a well-developed, long-standing, and effective community 
organizing initiative among supporters of Israel. The three pillars of community 
organizing are: issues advocacy, leadership development (i.e., education), and 
relationship-building. All three were in evidence at Policy Conference.

AIPAC’s advocacy role is its most public face and is tightly scripted. AIPAC 
analysts develop legislative objectives that flow from the organization’s policy goal: 
acting to “strengthen, protect and promote the U.S.-Israel relationship in ways 
that enhance the security of the United States and Israel.” So, for example, when 
AIPAC encourages Congress to reauthorize a bill that creates a framework for 
sanctions against Iran should Iran default on its commitments, those words are 
carefully crafted to support a very specific position. Certainly some of those who 
attend the conference favor other approaches – tearing up the agreement, for ex-
ample, or giving Iran greater slack – yet neither accurately represents the position 
of the organization. Although this year I was personally comfortable with AIPAC’s 
legislative analysis and stated goals, I could envision myself participating in a Pol-
icy Conference where that was not the case, and still feeling welcome at the event. 

In contrast to the organization’s top-down approach to advocacy, AIPAC ed-
ucation sessions incorporated an exceptionally wide range of views. I heard two 
peace negotiators speak about their experiences at the table and beyond it: an 
Israeli diplomat, Tal Becker, and Ghaith al-Omari, a Palestinian who over several 
years sat across the table from him. I had the opportunity to hear a presentation 
by an American Jewish leader describing how the Iran deal means we are heading 
for Armageddon. A day later, I listened to a rising star of the Labor Party, MK Stav 
Shaffir, passionately advocate for young Israelis to be offered the opportunity to 
own the Zionist dream for themselves and not just accept the limitations of the 
present. Thinkers from across the political spectrum critiqued each other’s views, 
the policies of the Netanyahu government, the ideas of the opposition, the plat-
forms of the two American political parties, and various other countries’ positions 
on the Middle East. I even heard some pointed critiques of AIPAC at a session 
specifically organized for an audience of hundreds of rabbis. There was also 
ample time for Q&A that, most of the time, stayed on point. And when it didn’t, 
panelists and participants alike responded to each other firmly but respectfully, 
quickly seeking to restore a civilized conversation. I understand why these ses-
sions are offered ‘off-the-record,’ specifically to maintain the safety of the space 
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I know of very few places where talking about politics 
– and about Israel, in particular – is a way to connect 
with people I’ve never met before. And yet I felt com-
fortable doing just that

for all who participate and the effectiveness of AIPAC’s lobbying efforts. That reti-
cence to publically share what is said skews press coverage, however, and Ameri-
can Jews should know more about the tolerance at Policy Conference for multiple 
viewpoints – right and left; moderate and passionate; universal and nationalist; 
absolutist and pluralist; conservative and progressive. 

In addition to education and advocacy, AIPAC also engages in relation-
ship-building at every level of the organization. This happens on the personal 
level: I attended Policy Conference because a close friend nudged me for years 
until I agreed to go. The AIPAC staff from our region spent a lot of time making 
sure to answer my questions and open discussions with me about many facets of 
the program and my home community, as well. Furthermore, I know of very few 
places where talking about politics – and about Israel, in particular – is a way to 
connect with people I’ve never met before. And yet I felt comfortable doing just 
that, even though I knew that the people I was speaking with would have a wide 
range of perspectives. 

That relationship-building is also the foundation of AIPAC’s political work. 
AIPAC’s stated strategy is to build relationships with members of Congress and 
their staffs, and among members of Congress and their staffs, around the connec-
tion between the United States and Israel. Although nobody claims they are easy 
to implement, bipartisanship and respect for the other are fundamental. I was 
less impressed by the speeches from the presidential candidates than I was by the 
joint interview with House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy and Democratic Whip 
Steny Hoyer. These two legislators – who never caucus with each other, who agree 
on very little, who can barely speak to each other in today’s political environment 
– nevertheless sat next to each other and testified to how American support for 
Israel brings them together, moves them to action, and enables them to build re-
lationships among junior members of Congress from both sides of the aisle. I am 
not sure how the Jewish community, the State of Israel, and AIPAC ended up in 
the middle of the one issue that bridges the yawning partisan gap in Washington. 
That is particularly surprising, given how divisive conversation about Israel within 

the American Jewish community has 
become. Yet the idea that support of 
Israel could somehow help heal Ameri-
can political culture seems particularly 
inspiring. 

In the end, I would encourage 
American supporters of Israel to attend 
Policy Conference, no matter how those 
individuals define ‘support of Israel.’ 
Although Policy Conference was by no 

means perfect, I found it energizing, intriguing, and inspiring. But as the weeks 
go by, I recognize that organizing annual delegations to AIPAC will not be the 
most thoughtful next step. We need to think more broadly than that. We work 
tirelessly to enable some people in our community to have embracing, invigo-
rating experiences of Jewish community. We send our children to Jewish camp, 
where Shabbat services every week are better attended than Kol Nidre services at 
home. We make sure to provide opportunities to visit or study in Israel. And we 
encourage attendance at youth group conventions to renew energy and commit-
ment to Jewish life. For that matter, all of the congregations in the Berkshires 
ensure that their rabbis attend programs like AIPAC, denominational gatherings, 
or study conferences. But why should such experiences extend only to rabbis and 
teenagers? 

I believe we should redouble our efforts to help members of our Jewish com-
munity connect with causes, conferences, and organizations that enable us to 
see “the life outside our apartments” firsthand. Let’s send delegations to the 
Jewish Federation of North America’s General Assembly, the annual meeting of 
the Jewish Council of Public Affairs, the AIPAC Policy Conference, and interna-
tional denominational conclaves. Regular experience of the diversity, passion, and 
breadth of Jewish peoplehood will help us keep our communities and our leaders 
energized, strong, and passionate.

Rabbi David Weiner is the spiritual leader of Congregation Knesset Israel in Pitts-
field.
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Letters to the Editor, continued

Federation’s Community Outreach Increases Awareness of 
Discrimination in Local Schools
Dear Jewish Federation of the Berkshires:

Anti-Defamation League (ADL) Peer Trainers lead fellow students 
in anti-bias training

The photograph of the Sandisfield Arts Center 
in our previous issue should have been credited to 
Richard Migot. The BJV regrets the omission.

B’nai Tzedek Youth Thanked for Contri-
bution to Refugee Support 
Dear Friends,

Federation Helps Israel’s Needy Eat Well and With Dignity
Dear Jewish Federation of the Berkshires:

Your donations help Meir Panim feed Israeli children

Just in Time for Passover
Dear Jewish Federation of the Berkshires:

Activities at the Shelter

On behalf of the Anti-Defamation League New 
England Region, we want to thank you for your 
support of our Peer Training Program at Monu-
ment Mountain Regional High School and Hoosac 
Valley Middle High School.

Your support will provide students at these 
schools with education to increase their aware-
ness of anti-Semitism, racism, and other forms 
of bigotry, and with training 
to lead discussions with their 
peers on these issues. In doing 
so, students will be working 
together to help prevent preju-
dicial behaviors, support those 
who are targeted, and actively 
promote inclusive communi-
ties in which religious, racial, 
and other human differences 
are valued and respected.

ADL’s education programs 
are rooted in the belief that 
the effort to eliminate prej-
udice and hate is a lifelong 
commitment and must be 
followed daily – in our schools, 
workplaces, community, and 
homes. Everyone who joins the 

We gratefully thank you for 
your generous grant of $3,000 
to American Friends of Meir 
Panim, funds that will go to 
Meir Panim’s Jerusalem Free 
Restaurant, serving 250 needy 
Israelis hot, nutritious meals 
each day with dignity and 
respect.

The latest poverty report 
by the Israel National Insur-
ance Institute revealed that a 
staggering 1.7 million people 
in Israel live below the poverty 
line; among them are 776,500 
innocent children. As Jerusa-
lem remains the most popu-
lous city in Israel, our work at 
this branch is essential.

Meir Panim seeks to allevi-
ate and diminish the harmful 
effects of poverty on thou-
sands of families across Israel 
by supporting a range of food 
and social service programs 
aimed at helping the needy, 
including free restaurants, 
meals-on-wheels, school lunch 
programs, prepaid food card 
distributions, and after-school 
youth clubs.

We thus applaud and 
comment your much-needed 
contribution, which carries 
an enormous impact on the 
vital success of our mission. 
On behalf of American Friends 
of Meir Panim, I extend my 
heartfelt thanks and gratitude. 
Your partnership in our mis-
sion is of paramount impor-
tance in helping us continue 

our critical work. May you be 
blessed for your efforts.

Sincerely yours,
Lorraine Braun
Development Director
American Friends of 
Meir Panim

As a coordinating member 
of the Jewish Coalition for 
Disaster Relief (JCDR), the 
American Jewish Joint Dis-
tribution Committee (JDC) 
acknowledges a contribution of 
$400 from the Berkshire B’nai 
Tzedek Youth Foundation in 
support of the Syrian refugees 
in Jordan, the Middle East, 
and Europe.

In light of tragic events 
involving a swelling population 
of migrants and refugees in 
Europe and the Middle East, 
the JCDR has acted to expand 
the scope and mandate of its 
Jewish Coalition for Syrian 
Refugees in Jordan to include 
refugees and migrants in Eu-
rope and the Middle East. The 
Coalition is assessing needs on 
the ground and raising emer-
gency funds for humanitarian 
aid. Comprising a now growing 
group of Jewish organiza-

tions, the Coalition previously 
aided thousands of Syrian 
refugees through more than 
$500,000 in grants to human-
itarian groups operating in 
Jordan and its efforts led to 
the founding of the Multifaith 
Alliance for Syrian Refugees, 
and interfaith movement that 
advocates for the needs of Syr-
ian refugee populations. 

You can learn more about 
our efforts and progress at 
www.jdc.org.

Thank you for your con-
tinuing interest and support.

Sincerely,
The American Jewish 
Joint Distribution 
Committee, Inc.
Coordinating Member 
of the Jewish Coalition 
Disaster Relief 

I am writing to thank you 
on behalf of the women, chil-
dren, and staff of the Haifa 
Women’s Crisis Shelter for 
your generous donation.

Your donation came right on 
time – before Passover.

We used half of it to cel-
ebrate Passover by buying 
special food for the holiday 
and by financing a spring trip 
for women and children during 
the Passover vacation. The 
remainder of your donation 
will be used to celebrate Rosh 
Hashanah and Sukkot at the 
Shelter during the fall.

The holidays are times 
when all of us, including the 
Shelter’s residents, miss their 
families and homes. Your do-
nation enables us to celebrate 

the holiday times, and by that 
support their decisions to 
leave their abusive homes. 

This year, 58 women and 
66 children were treated at 
the Shelter. In addition, two 
women and their three chil-
dren resided at the transition-
al dwelling we operate. We are 
proud that most of the women 
choose to go to a non-violent 
environment when they leave 
the Shelter, and we hope 
they will not be victims in the 
future.

Best regards,
Dina Hevlin Dahan
Executive Director
Haifa Women’s Crisis 
Shelter

effort can and does make a difference!
We are truly grateful for your support.

Sincerely,
Robert Trestan
Regional Director

Phil Fogelman
Education Director

You may request that the Berkshire Jewish Voice be  
mailed to your home. 

Just email us at jfb.berkshirevoice@verizon.net 
for information.
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families through PJ Library 
and continues with Federation 
family days for families of all 
ages to meet friends and build 
community. Currently, over 
40% of the young children 
receiving PJ library books 
through the Federation are 
from interfaith families. For 
many of them, these books 
are the only thread of Jewish 
life they may currently have in 
their homes. 

Supporting Jewish edu-
cation through the religious 
schools, fostering joint youth 
group activities, developing 
teen philanthropy, provid-
ing scholarships for Jewish 
summer camp, and fund-
ing for Birthright Israel and 
other Israel experiences helps 
hundreds of local youth build 
and strengthen their Jewish 
identities. 

At the college level, Feder-
ation also works with UMASS 
Hillel to support their efforts 
to help students stand up to 
BDS. In September, the Feder-
ation will sponsor a debate on 
Israeli/Palestinian relations at 
Williams College, as well.  

 “This community has ral-
lied around its youth for many 
years,” adds Kaufman, a Berk-
shires native who benefitted 
greatly from Federation’s early 
involvement in her own Jewish 
journey. “We have learned 
what we have to do in this ru-
ral environment – where Jews 
are such a distinct minority 
– to transform our kids into 
young people who are proud 
about their Judaism and have 
a strong, lasting Jewish identi-
ty that will serve them and the 
Jewish people as they pursue 
educational and career goals 
in the wider world. It takes a 
village, or in our case a dedi-
cated community of support-
ers, to raise such young adults 
in the Berkshires.”

Family Values
The Federation’s approach 

to strengthening Jewish youth 
and family life aligns with 
the values held by this year’s 
Major Donors Breakfast chair, 
Lauren Spitz, whose own 
family story has borne out 
the positive power of Jewish 
engagement and giving. Spitz 
has in recent years been active 
nationally representing the 
Federation on the Board of 
Trustees of the Harold Grin-
spoon Foundation, and locally 
as an executive committee 
member of the Jewish Wom-
en’s Foundation of Berkshire 
County. Through the Spitz 
Tuchman Family Fund, she 

and her children generously 
sponsored part of the Super 
Sunday matching grant that 
stimulated the Federation’s 
record-breaking annual cam-
paign in 2015.

The origins of Spitz’s deep-
ened involvement in Jewish 
philanthropy are, however, 
rooted in the path she took in 
overcoming personal hardship. 
Then based in West Hartford, 
CT, Spitz and her husband, 
Jerold, founded The Little Blue 
Book, which became an es-
sential data source for medical 
professionals. By the time the 
couple sold the business to 
WebMD.com in 2003, howev-
er, Jerold had already been 
diagnosed with the illness that 
would too soon claim his life. 

During that dark time, 
Spitz was determined to en-
sure that the couple’s blended 
family – his three children and 
her own two children from 
previous marriages – would 
find a way to stay intact. Part 
of the plan involved moving 
to the Berkshires, an area all 
were familiar with and fond of. 
“We also knew the kind of Jew-
ish community the Berkshires 
had,” she says. She and Jerold 
moved here in 2002. “We had 
two summers of peace and 
support for our souls 
during his illness,” 
she remembers, and 
recalls with gratitude 
the way Congrega-
tion Knesset Israel 
connected with them 
during that difficult 
time.

The second part 
of the process was 
the establishment of 
the Spitz Tuchman 
Family Fund. “All 
five kids would be 
advisors,” says Spitz, 
“and I’d work as the 
advisor to the advisors.” The 
challenge, she recalls, was 
getting everyone on the same 
page. A turning point in the 
fund’s endeavors involved PJ 
Library. “Free books to enrich 
and engage Jewish life,” she 
says. “That intrigued me.” The 
fund initially supplied grants 
for PJ Library to the federa-
tions in Hartford and in the 
Berkshires.

Spitz found herself shar-
ing PJ Library books with 
her stepdaughter’s family in 
Colorado, which didn’t have 
its own PJ program. “The 
kids were mesmerized by the 
books,” she says, “and wanted 
to hear them over and over 
again.” All the children were so 
impressed with the quality of 

the books and the value of the 
Jewish messaging, they used 
their fund provide a grant 
for the establishment of PJ 
Library in the Denver metro-
politan area.

At the luncheon to kick 
off the PJ Library program 
in Denver, her stepdaughter 
heard Harold Grinspoon and 
his wife Diane Troderman 
speak. “The light went on for 
her,” says Spitz. “She got it. 
Her experience meeting them 
kick-started her philanthrop-
ic drive, and she was able to 
share that enthusiasm with 
the other kids.” 

In the Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires, Spitz sees the 
kind of focus on Jewish youth 
that she wishes to support. 
“The focus is very much on 
children,” she says, “which is 
what the Grinspoons believe 
in. Kids need to be engaged 
with Jewish identity in wher-
ever it is that they come from 
if they are going to continue 
to have a Jewish identity in 
wherever it is they are go-
ing.” She stresses that young 
Jews need the tools to be 
prepared for the BDS efforts 
and anti-Semitism they might 
encounter when they go off to 
college.

In the Berkshires, she ob-
serves, “the Jewish community 
is a fraction of the size of the 
communities in neighboring 
cities and the cities where 
many of our snowbird sec-
ond homeowners come from. 
They have to understand that 
the Jewish community here, 
facing big challenges of demo-
graphics and geography, may 
be putting in two and three 
times the effort to sustain 
Jewish life.

“Those efforts need our 
support.”

A Community at Work 
Several major donors have 

stepped up this year to work 
on the host committee to help 
support the critical work of the 

Jewish Fed-
eration of the 
Berkshires. 

“This is an 
opportunity to 
be in the room 
with friends 
who share 
similar values 
and concerns 
for Jewish life 
and the Jewish 
people,” says 
Michael Ury, 
past president 
of the Fed-
eration, who 
together with 
his wife Joan 
moved to the 
Berkshires 
when their 
children were 
in elementary 
school. “When 
you see all 
that this small 
community ac-
complishes you 
understand 
the impact 
that our support really has 
on these young people and 
the dividends they are paying 
forward.”  

“We love our life in the 
Berkshires and all the won-

derful pro-
grams that 
we participate 
in – but first 
and foremost 
is our involve-
ment with and 
commitment to 
the Federation,” 
says Terry 
Drucker, who 
together with 
her husband 
Mel is on the 
host commit-
tee. “We are so 
impressed with 

the programs they support 
and the vital services they 
provide for the Berkshire 
community. I urge everyone to 
participate in supporting these 
programs to help ensure the 
continuity of the quality of life 
for so many in our communi-
ty.”

Additional host commit-
tee members include Helene 
Berger, Saul and Mimi Cohen, 
Bill and Lynn Foggle, Jill and 
Hal Gaffin, Harvey and Bonita 
Ganot, Paul and Joan Gluck, 
Miriam and Ron Hinds, Shirley 
and Bill Lehman, Nancy and 
Norman Lipoff, and Stuart and 
Ellen Masters.

In Performance –  
“The Hebrew Mamita”

This year’s Major Donor 
Breakfast will also feature a 

performance of “The Hebrew 
Mamita” by Vanessa Hidary. 
Her popular spoken word per-
formance went viral garnering 
over half a million YouTube 
hits, igniting widespread 
discussion among Jews and 
non-Jews alike regarding the 
subject of identity. 

An internationally ac-
claimed spoken word artist/
solo performer/author/ 
actress/writer/director, 
Hidary grew up on Manhat-
tan’s culturally diverse Upper 
West Side. Her experienc-
es as a Sephardic Jew with 
close friends from different 
ethnic and religious back-
grounds inspired her to write 
Culture Bandit, a solo show 
that chronicles her coming 
of age during the golden age 
of Hip-Hop. Originally pro-
duced by LAByrinth Theatre 
Company, Culture Bandit has 
since played at urban festivals 
from NY to LA. Hidary has 
performed and spoken about 
her experiences of Jewish life 
lived beyond the borders of the 
mainstream Judaism at nu-
merous LIMMUD and National 
Federation conferences.

In July 2015, Hidary creat-
ed The Kaleidoscope Project, a 
narrative-arts driven initiative 
highlighting the stories of Jews 
of diverse racial and ethnic 
backgrounds, observance lev-
els, and interfaith experiences. 

Cranwell Resort, Spa & Golf 
Club is located at 55 Lee Road 
(Route 20) in Lenox. For more 
information please contact 
Margo Golos, the Federation’s 
development officer, at (413) 
442-4360, ext 19. 

“The Hebrew Mamita”

Neuwirth directs JDC’s 
strategic engagement initia-
tives, including JDC’s giving 
societies and impact networks, 
offering peer involvement and 
opportunities for learning 
through global symposia and 
travel. She also serves as a 
Senior Development Officer. 
She joined JDC as Director 
of the Ambassadors program 
in April 2012. Previously, she 
served on the senior staff of 
AJC (American Jewish Com-

mittee), where she founded 
and directed ACCESS, AJC’s 
new generation program in 12 
cities in the United States and 
Israel. Under her leadership, 
ACCESS was recognized over 
several years as one of the 
most innovative Jewish proj-
ects in North America in the 
Slingshot guide. 

For more information, 
please call (413) 442-4360, 
ext. 10.

ANNUAL MEETING, continued from page 1

MAJOR DONORS BREAKFAST, continued from page 1

Israel and world Jewry, ele-
vating the existing discourse 
to one rooted in Jewish values 
and ideas. 

Says Rabbi Hirsch: “This 
new narrative of Jewish values 
and ideas encourages Jews 
to engage with Israel and to 
act on a vision of what they 
believe can and ought to shape 
the modern Jewish nation 
and its policies. Elevating the 
conversation around Israel 
with Torah and values allows 
us to build a new relationship 

with Israel. 
“This course is for every-

one,” he adds, “For those of us 
who unabashedly love Israel, 
for those of us who are chal-
lenged by Israel, for those of 
us who used to live there, and 
for those of us who are think-
ing about making their first 
trip.”

Cosponsored by the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires, 
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, 
and Congregation Knesset 
Israel, iEngage will meet on 

consecutive Tuesdays, begin-
ning June 28 through August 
23, from 7-9 p.m. at the Lenox 
Community Center, 65 Walker 
Street, Lenox. There will be no 
class on August 2.

Tuition is $75 and includes 
all sessions and materials. 
Financial aid is available. Ad-
vance registration is required 
by June 9. Participants can 
register online at jewishberk-
shires.org, hevreh.org,  
knessetisrael.org or by calling 
(413) 442-4360, ext 10.

iENGAGE, continued from page 1

We have learned what we have to 
do in this rural environment – where 
Jews are such a distinct minority 
– to transform our kids into young 
people who are proud about their 
Judaism and have a strong, lasting 
Jewish identity.
— Executive Director Dara Kaufman
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Linking Young  
Jewish Women in 
Their Fight Against 
Breast Cancer

(866) 474-2774  
www.sharsheret.org

Chair Yoga with Kripalu-Certified Instructor 
Robin Seeley, June 20

Robin Seeley and daughter

On Monday, June 20 at 
10:45 a.m., the Jewish Feder-
ation of the Berkshires pres-
ents a chair yoga class let by 
Kripalu-certified instructor 
Robin Seeley. This free pro-
gram at Congregation Knesset 
Israel, 16 Colt Road in Pitts-
field, is part of the Federation’s 
Connecting With Community 
series.

Chair yoga is a gentle and 
unique practice performed 
while sitting on a chair. Stu-
dents are able to warm up the 
body safely and perform yoga 

poses with more support 
and stability. Students 
learn a variety of yoga 
postures and breath-
ing techniques that 
help increase flexibility, 
strength, and health. 
Chair yoga is suitable for 
all ages, fitness levels, 
and physical conditions.

Robin Seeley has 
studied and practiced 
yoga for the last 12 
years. She says: “I be-
lieve in a compassionate 
approach to yoga and 
I guide my students in 
creating a connection 
between the mind and 
body while offering a 
safe and supported 
space to gain confidence 
from the inside out. My 
ultimate goal as a yoga instructor is to empower my students 
to become more skillful in listening to their inner wisdom that 
guides them in the flow of their lives both on and off the mat.”

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires / Connecting With 
Community
Venue: Congregation Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Monday, June 20 at 10:45 a.m., followed by lunch (see 
page 19).

“Plucked From the  
Headlines” Discussion 
Group on May 26 & June 9

On May 26 and June 9 
(both Thursdays) at 10:45 
a.m., the Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires continues 
its monthly discussion se-
ries called “Plucked From the 
Headlines,” moderated by 
attorney Edward Insley. The 
issues of the day will be dis-
cussed based on the input of 
attendees. This free program 
at Congregation Knesset Isra-
el, 16 Colt Road in Pittsfield, 
is part of the Federation’s 
Connecting With Community 
series. 

It’s not always easy keeping 
up with all that’s happening 
in the news, and this series is 
designed to offer insight and 
lively discussion. Topics will 
be introduced by moderator 
Edward Insley, and discussion 
will reflect the interests of the 
participants. Discussion topics 
might include: immigration, 
international refugee crisis, 
race relations, climate change, 
sustainable energy, and gun 
control. 

Ed Insley is the founder 
of Business Gravity and Tax 
Gravity, a tax, accounting, and 
consulting firm. He is a grad-
uate of the Bronx High School 
of Science and New York 
University, with a quad major 
in History, Political Science, 
Economics, and English. He 
received his JD from the Syra-
cuse University College of Law, 

Edward Insley

and served as chairman of 
the Students for Morgenthau 
Committee on behalf of Robert 
Morganthau, the Democratic 
candidate for governor of New 
York State in 1962. Later, he 
worked on Thomas Kean’s gu-
bernatorial campaign in New 
Jersey and, with Governor 
Kean, was named Co-Human-
itarian of the Year by the New 
Jersey Branch of the Humane 
Society of the United States.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires / Connecting 
With Community
Venue: Congregation Knesset 
Israel
Date & Time: May 26 and June 9 
(both Thursdays) at 10:45 a.m., 
followed by lunch (see page 19).

For further in-
formation on all 
Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires 
programs, please 
call Nancy Maurice 
Rogers, Program 
Director, at (413) 
442-4360, ext. 15.
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Connecting With Community 
Series / Kosher Hot Lunch

Programs in the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires’  
Connecting With Community series are free and start at 10:45 
a.m. most Mondays and Thursdays at Congregation Knesset 
Israel (16 Colt Road, Pittsfield). Programs are followed by a  
kosher hot lunch. Lunch is a $2 suggested donation for adults 
over 60 years of age or $7 for all others. Advance reservations 
are required for lunch and can be made by calling (413) 442-
2200 before 9 a.m. on the day of the program.

For further information on all programs, please call Nancy 
Maurice Rogers, program director, at (413) 442-4360, ext. 15. 
For lunch menus, please see page 19.

Social History – “How Religious Myths  
Reflect Childhood Trauma,” with  
Dr. Benjamin Abelow, May 16

On Monday, May 16, 
at 10:45 a.m., the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires 
presents Dr. Benjamin Abelow 
for a lecture titled “How Reli-
gious Myths Reflect Childhood 
Trauma.” This free program at 
Congregation Knesset Israel,  
16 Colt Road in Pittsfield, 
is part of the Federation’s 
Connecting With Community 
series.

Corporal punishment 
and other traumatizing 
child-rearing practices 
have been nearly universal 
for most of history. In this 
talk, scholar and Berkshire 
resident Benjamin Abelow 
explains how understand-
ing the history of childhood 
trauma can clarify the mean-
ing and origins of religious 

myths. According to Abe-
low, understanding trauma 
provides insight into all of 
the following: how religions 
arose, why they have proven 
believable, what accounts 
for the powerful emotions 
religions engender, and why 
religions sometimes turn vio-
lent. Abelow will discuss the 
Abrahamic religions in some 
detail and, time permitting, 
he will also say a few words 
about Hinduism and Bud-
dhism.

Benjamin Abelow holds 
a B.A. in history, Phi Beta 
Kappa, from the University of 
Pennsylvania and an M.D. from 
the Yale School of Medicine, 
where he also served on clin-
ical faculty. He has presented 
his research on the trauma-re-

ligion link at academic confer-
ences in the U.S. and Europe, 
and has published his conclu-
sions in peer-reviewed articles 
and book chapters. Dr. Abe-
low’s research is informed by 
a rigorous intellectual interest 
in religion, psychology, and 
history, and is motivated by a 
deeply empathetic concern for 
the plight of children, past and 
present.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires / Connecting 
With Community
Venue: Congregation Knesset 
Israel
Date & Time: Monday, May 16 
at 10:45 a.m., followed by lunch 
(see page 19).

More Questions than  
Answers – The Berkshires’ 
State Senator Reflects on 
Israel Visit, June 27

On Monday, June 27, 
at 10:45 a.m., the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires 
welcomes outgoing Massachu-
setts State Senator Benjamin 
B. Downing (D-Pittsfield), who 
will describe his recent fact 
finding visit to Israel. This 
free program at Congregation 
Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road 
in Pittsfield, is part of the 
Federation’s Connecting With 
Community series.

In December 2015, Sena-
tor Downing and a delegation 
from the Massachusetts State 
Senate traveled to Israel to 
gain perspective on the com-
plexities and challenges facing 
the country and the region. 
Senator Downing will discuss 
what he learned over the 
course of 10 days traveling the 
country, meeting with govern-
ment officials and local leaders 
in religion, academia, media, 
and business.

Benjamin B. Downing was 
first elected to the Massachu-
setts Senate on November 7, 
2006 and was re-elected in 
2008, 2010, 2012, and 2014. 
Senator Downing represents 
the 52 communities of the 
Berkshire, Hampshire, Frank-
lin & Hampden District, 
proudly serving the largest 

Senator Benjamin B. Downing 
(D-Pittsfield)

Senate district in the Com-
monwealth. He is leaving the 
Massachusetts Senate when 
his term expires.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires / Connecting 
With Community
Venue: Congregation Knesset 
Israel
Date & Time: Monday, June 27, 
at 10:45 a.m., followed by lunch 
(see page 19).

Survivor’s Tale – “Looking for Strangers,” 
with Dori Katz, May 23

On Monday, May 23, at 
10:45 a.m., the Jewish Feder-
ation of the Berkshires hosts 
Dori Katz, who survived the 
Holocaust by hiding with a 
Catholic family. In her presen-
tation, “Looking for Strangers,” 
she will recount her experi-
ences during the war and the 
efforts she made to retrace her 
past as an adult, a journey, 
she says, that “brought many 
discoveries and heartbreaks.” 
This free program at Congre-
gation Knesset Israel, 16 Colt 
Road in Pittsfield, is part of the 
Federation’s Connecting With 
Community series.

Dori Katz survived the 
Holocaust in Belgium by 
being taken into hiding by the 
underground resistance to 
Catholic farmers in 1942 at 
the age of three, with whom 
she lived as a “daughter” until 
age 6. That same year saw the 
arrest of her father, her grand-
parents, and her many aunts 
and uncles, cousins, and other 

relatives. All were 
killed in various con-
centration camps. 
Her mother survived 
the war precariously 
hiding in Brussels 
under an assumed 
non-Jewish identity. 

Mother and 
daughter were 
reunited after the 
war and moved to 
America. All the 
while, Katz’s moth-
er refused to talk 
about their wartime 
separation. Forty 
years later, haunted 
by her past, Katz went back to 
Belgium – under the protests 
of her mother – to look for the 
people who had hidden her 
and to try to find out what had 
happened to her father, all 
strangers to her by now. 

Dori Katz earned a Ph.D. in 
Comparative Literature from 
the University of Iowa and is 
currently Professor Emeritus 

of Modern Languages and 
Literature from Trinity College, 
Hartford, CT. She has pub-
lished many of her poems and 
translations in anthologies, 
and also translated several 
books from the French of Mar-
guerite Yourcenar. Her memoir 
Looking for Strangers: The True 
Story of my Hidden Wartime 
Childhood was a finalist for 
an award from The National 
Jewish Book Council for 2013. 
She lives in New York City 
and spends her summers in 
Stockbridge.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires / Connecting 
With Community
Venue: Congregation Knesset 
Israel
Date & Time: Monday, May 23, 
at 10:45 a.m., followed by lunch 
(see page 19).

Professor Dori Katz

“Untangling Tanglewood,” with Renee Rotta and Gabriel 
Kosakoff, June 2

Renee Rotta

On Thursday, June 2, at 
10:45 a.m., the Jewish Fed-
eration of the Berkshires 
welcomes Renee Rotta, the 
Tanglewood marketing coordi-
nator for the Boston Sympho-
ny Orchestra, and guide ex-
traordinaire Gabriel Kosakoff. 
In advance of the summer 
season, they will talk about 
the music festival’s history 
and upcoming concerts. This 
free program at Congregation 
Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road in 
Pittsfield, is part of the Federa-
tion’s Connecting With Com-
munity series.

Rotta will provide an 
overview of the 2016 Tangle-
wood season, and also screen 
a history of Tanglewood with 
rare footage from its celebra-
tory 75th Anniversary sea-
son. Little known facts about 
Tanglewood’s famed history, 
including Music Director Serge 

Koussevitzky’s Jewish roots 
will be presented. Kosakoff 
has an encyclopedic knowl-
edge of Tanglewood history, 
and will be bringing some rare 
memorabilia to share. Listen 
to exquisite music, and be 
entertained and enlightened 
by Tanglewood, the beloved 
Berkshire musical treasure, in 
our own backyard! There will 
also be an opportunity to win 
free tickets for a BSO concert!

Renee Rotta is currently the 
Tanglewood marketing coordi-
nator for the Boston Sympho-
ny Orchestra. Formerly the 
assistant director of Education 
for the New York City Opera, 
Renee will be celebrating her 
45th season in the Berkshires. 
Previously a longtime Tan-
glewood volunteer, she is a 
graduate of New York City’s 
prestigious High School of 
Music and Art, and received 

advanced music degrees from 
New York University, The 
Rubin Academy of Music in 
Jerusalem, and the Manhattan 
School of Music. As a sopra-
no, Renee has performed the 
entire repertoire of Gilbert & 
Sullivan operettas with the 
Light Opera of Manhattan. Her 
passion is introducing people 
to classical music.

Gabriel Kosakoff has been 
leading tours of Tanglewood 
for the past 18 summers. He 
was the editor of the Guide’s 
Guide to Tanglewood, and has 
served as a board member of 
the Boston Symphony 
Association of Volun-
teers. He was on the 
faculty of New York’s 
renowned the High 
School of Performing 
Arts for 35 years.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berk-
shires / Connecting With Community
Venue: Congregation Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Thursday, June 2, at 10:45 
a.m., followed by lunch (see page 19).
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Educating Israel’s Most Vulnerable Students
World ORT is bridging the socio-economic divide

In January 2016, World ORT launched a $5 million campaign to raise the 
quality of education at three schools catering to some of Israel’s most vulnera-
ble children. The Jewish Federation of the Berkshires directs a portion of funds 
raised during its annual campaign to World ORT.

The aim is to renovate and re-equip the Kfar Hassidim and Hodayot Religious 
Youth Villages as well as Abir 
Yaakov High School near Nahari-
ya, which are now under the 
direct management of World 
ORT’s operational arm in Israel, 
World ORT Kadima Mada.

The schools serve about 1,000 
students, more than half of 
whom live on campus.

“Most of the students have 
experienced severe poverty, their 
challenges intensified by di-
vorce, abuse, or other factors,” 
said World ORT Director General 
and CEO Shmuel Sisso. “These 
schools are a last ditch attempt 
to help teenagers who would 
otherwise face a future even 
bleaker than their past.”

Investing in schools

The schools are in serious need 
of investment. Some 80 classrooms need to be renovated so that they can be 
upgraded to use Smart technology such as interactive whiteboards. Likewise, 
there are 12 science labs which need to be completely refurbished and upgrad-
ed.

In addition, World ORT plans to provide extra tuition in STEM subjects and 
English, both of which are of utmost importance in enhancing employability at 
a time when Israel’s comparatively high poverty rate and income inequality are 
showing signs of worsening.

“Our aim is to raise at least $5 million over the next three years in order to 
bring the schools up to the level enjoyed by other schools in Israel,” said Sisso.

Meeting children’s material needs

Funds will also be raised to help the children meet some of their basic material 
needs – from clothes and books to reading glasses, dental treatment and, in 
the case of some non-residential students, writing desks.

 “We know of many students whose lives have been turned around at these 

wonderful schools – imagine how much more they’ll benefit with the better 
resources we can offer them,” said World ORT Kadima Mada CEO Avi Ganon.

Students such as Nagassa. Many of the boys in his social circle were ending up 
in prison so his parents, who had made aliyah from Ethiopia, sent him to Kfar 
Hasidim. It was there that he discovered the motivation to learn.

“I never used to believe in myself,” said Nagassa. “Now I do. Now I know I can 
achieve things that have never even crossed my mind.”

This past March, the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires allocated over $150,000 to help strengthen Jewish life  

and care for Jews in need in Israel and Overseas. The largest portion of those dollars went to support the critical services of 

the American Joint Distribution Committee (JDC), The Jewish Agency For Israel, and World ORT. Each month we will high-

light the story of one individual you have never met, but whose life has been changed forever due to your generosity. 

One Story – One Life
Your Federation Dollars at Work

Nagassa, student at Kfar Hassidim Youth VillageA class at Hodayot Youth Village, Israel

Affiliate with a Congregation.
You, the congregation, and the Jewish community benefit when you do.

• YOU GET the Jewish enrichment and spiritual nourishment  
you are seeking.

• YOU GET the rabbinical support you need in 
times of joy and sorrow.

• YOU RECONNECT with your community and 
your Jewish roots.

• YOU CAN PARTICIPATE in a variety of  
services, classes, and programs that keep Juda-
ism alive and flourishing in Berkshire County.

• THE CONGREGATION IS THE INSTITUTION that has sustained 
the Jewish people for two millenia throughout the world. Orthodox, 
Conservative, Reconstructionist, or Reform, the Jewish community 
wins when you join the congregation of your choice.

The Jewish Federation of the Berkshires  
encourages you to affiliate.

www.jewishberkshires.org
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For further information on all Jewish Feder-
ation of the Berkshires programs, please call 
Nancy Maurice Rogers, Program Director, at 
(413) 442-4360, ext. 15.

A Philatelic Tour of the “Righteous Among 
The Nations,” June 23

On Thursday, June 23, 
at 10:45 a.m., the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires 
welcomes Dr. Edward Kolod-
ny, who will share his enthu-
siasm for stamp collecting in 
a talk titled “A Philatelic Tour 
of the Righteous Among The 
Nations.” This free program at 
Congregation Knesset Isra-
el, 16 Colt Road in Pittsfield, 
is part of the Federation’s 
Connecting With Community 
series.

The study of postage 
stamps teaches much about 
the world at large – geography, 
history, art, literature, science, 
architecture – a few of the 
many topics found on stamps 
says Dr. Kolodny. Since 1963, 
Yad Vashem, the center of 
Holocaust remembrance in 
Jerusalem, has honored over 
25,000 men and women from 
49 countries who at great 
personal risk saved the lives of 
Jews who would have other-
wise perished during World 
War II. Those honored include 
diplomats who defied the or-
ders of their own government, 
clergy of other religions, and 
ordinary citizens. Dr. Kolod-
ny will use stamps issued by 
many countries to tell the sto-
ries of these righteous people 

and how they accomplished 
life-saving deeds against im-
probable odds.

Dr. Kolodny is a neurologist 
and geneticist whose career 
spans more than 55 years 
in teaching, research, and 
patient care, with a special 
focus on inherited diseases of 
the nervous system. He was 
a professor of Neurology at 
the Massachusetts General 
Hospital and Harvard Medical 
School before assuming the 
Chairmanship of the Depart-
ment of Neurology at the New 
York University School of Med-
icine in 1991. He has been 
“semi-retired” and living in 
the Berkshires since 2012. He 
began collecting stamps in his 
youth but became a serious 
philatelist in 1960 while still 
in medical school. He collects 
stamps with a Judaic connec-
tion from all countries and 
is a member of the Berkshire 
Chapter of the Society of Israel 
Philatelists (SIP), the oldest 
active chapter of SIP in the 
United States (and an affiliate 
of the Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires). He shares this 
and other hobbies including 
gardening, cooking, photogra-
phy, and travel with his wife 
Roselyn, their two sons and 

two daughters, and twelve 
grandchildren.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires / Connecting 
With Community
Venue: Congregation Knesset 
Israel
Date & Time: Thursday, June 23, 
at 10:45 a.m., followed by lunch 
(see page 19).

Dr. Edward Kolodny

Shavuot Study – Thinking 
about the Ten Command-
ments Today, June 16

On Thursday, June 16, at 
10:45 a.m., the Jewish Fed-
eration of the Berkshires will 
present a Shavuot-themed 
talk by Rabbi Neal Borovitz on 
commandments 5 through 10, 
and how they relate to contem-
porary times. This free pro-
gram at Congregation Knesset 
Israel, 16 Colt Road in Pitts-
field, is part of the Federation’s 
Connecting With Community 
series.

Asks Rabbi Borovitz: “What 
does it mean to hear and to 
listen to the voice of God in the 
21st Century?” He’ll offer a few 
answers in his contemporary 
look at the second five of the 
Ten Commandments and their 
implications for us. “Individ-
ually and as a society, the 
holiday of Shavuot commem-
orates the giving of Torah on 
Mt. Sinai,” says Rabbi Boro-
vitz. “In an age where too many 
people of so many faiths justify 
evil by claiming they are acting 
in God’s name, we will seek to 
hear the message of Sinai by 
looking at the text in context.”

Rabbi Borovitz was elected 
the Rabbi Emeritus of Temple 
Avodat Shalom in River Edge, 
NJ in 2013, after serving the 
synagogue as rabbi for the pre-
vious 25 years. Rabbi Borovitz 
had served as Hillel rabbi and 
instructor in Biblical and Reli-
gious Studies at the University 
of Texas in Austin (1975-82); 

Rabbi Neal Borovitz

the executive director of the 
Labor Zionist Alliance on the 
United States (1982-83); and 
as the rabbi of Union Temple 
in Brooklyn, New York (1983-
88). He is a frequent contrib-
utor to the Jewish Standard, 
The Times of Israel, and the 
Bergen Record, as well as a 
frequent lecturer on Judaism, 
Zionism, the Middle East, and 
Interfaith cooperation. 

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires / Connecting With 
Community
Venue: Congregation Knesset 
Israel
Date & Time: Thursday, June 16, 
at 10:45 a.m., followed by lunch 
(see page 19).

We’re Perfecting the Art of Superior Care. 

It’s all included at PineHill.

235 Walker Street
Lenox, MA 01240
413-637-7000
www.kimballfarms.org

At PineHill, the only surprises we believe in are surprise
birthday celebrations, surprise outings, and our chef’s surprise
desserts. Our residents enjoy an all-inclusive service fee,
covering the services you need, for one predictable price. 

Compare Our Care – Discover all that’s included at
PineHill: 

Call today to discover the value of All-Inclusive
Assisted Living. 

• Personal Care, plus extra
care when needed

• Medication management
• Three flavorful,

nutritious meals daily

• Transportation,
housekeeping, and
laundry

• Activity programs, fitness
center, and much more
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bensinlee@gmail.comAssisted Living . Memory Care . Respite

To learn why EPOCH at Melbourne is the 
‘Residence of Choice for Seniors,’ 

call today!

413-499-1992 
140 Melbourne Road
Pittsfield, MA 01201

www.EPOCHMelbourne.com
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Find Out How NEADS Trains Service Dogs 
to Help the Disabled on June 30

On Thursday, 
June 30, at 10:45 
a.m., the Jewish 
Federation of the 
Berkshires hosts 
Tamara Beland 
of NEADS (Na-
tional Education 
for Assistance 
Dog Services, 
also known as 
Dogs for Deaf and 
Disabled Ameri-
cans), a 40-year-
old non-profit 
organization that 
has trained more 
than 1,600 service 
dogs to assist the 
disabled. This free 
program at Congre-
gation Knesset Is-
rael, 16 Colt Road 
in Pittsfield, is part 
of the Federation’s 
Connecting With Community 
series.

NEADS service dogs be-
come an extension of their 
handlers and bring freedom, 
physical autonomy, and relief 
from social isolation to their 

NEADS service dogs

human partners who are deaf 
or have a disability. Accredited 
by Assistance Dogs Interna-
tional, the internationally rec-

ognized governing body that 
establishes industry standards 
and practices, NEADS offers a 
wide spectrum of Assistance 
Dog services, including:

• Deaf and Hearing Loss 

• Combat Veterans

• Physical Disability 

• Classroom, Therapy, and 
Ministry

• Children with disabilities 

• Children on the autism 
spectrum 

Presenting will be Tamara 
Beland, who joined NEADS as 
retail and community fund-
raising manager in 2014.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires / Connecting 
With Community
Venue: Congregation Knesset 
Israel
Date & Time: Thursday, June 30, 
at 10:45 a.m., followed by lunch 
(see page 19).

MA State Rep to Share  
Impressions of Israel, May 19

On Thursday, May 19, 
at 10:45 a.m., the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires 
welcomes Paul W. Mark, the 
State Representative for the 
2nd Berkshire District of 
Massachusetts, who will share 
his impressions of Israel in a 
talk titled “It’s Complicated – 
An Eye Opening Visit.” This 
free program at Congregation 
Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road in 
Pittsfield, is part of the Federa-
tion’s Connecting With Com-
munity series.

Says Rep. Mark: “I had the 
honor of joining a delegation of 
State Representatives and City 
Councilors from all over Mas-
sachusetts on an official visit 
to Israel in 2014. This 10-day 
intensive trip brought me to 
places I never thought I would 
get the chance to visit, and 
opened my eyes to a beauti-
ful, yet fractured region of the 
world. I will share my expe-
riences with members of the 
Jewish community, explain 
how this trip changed how I 
think about that part of the 
world, and relate what I saw 
in Israel to what I know of our 

region and Massachusetts.”
The 2nd Berkshire District 

is comprised of sixteen cities 
and towns in Berkshire and 
Franklin Counties. Rep. Mark 
is currently in his third term 
in office and serves as the Vice 
Chair of the Rules Committee. 
He previously was employed as 
a telephone company lineman, 
holds a law degree from Suf-
folk University Law School and 
is licensed to practice as an 
attorney in Massachusetts. He 
also holds a doctoral degree 
in Law and Public Policy from 
Northeastern University. He 
lives with his wife Cassandra 
in the Berkshire County town 
of Peru. 

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires / Connecting 
With Community
Venue: Congregation Knesset 
Israel
Date & Time: Thursday, May 19, 
at 10:45 a.m., followed by lunch 
(see page 19).

Representative Paul Mark in Jerusalem

See You on Super Sunday, May 22!
Just a friendly reminder – please make a call or answer a call on May 22, when the Jewish Fed-

eration of the Berkshires kicks off its annual campaign with Super Sunday!
Join us during this important day of community building at either of two calling centers:
• Federation office, 196 South Street in Pittsfield (9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.)

• Mahaiwe Performing Arts Center Administrative Office, 244 Main Street, Ste. 3,  
(not the theater) Great Barrington (9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.)

Families can meet at the Pittsfield Ben & Jerry’s opposite the Federation office from 10:30-
11:30 a.m. for fun and treats.

When our community needs us, we are there. We think you’ll get a lot out of being there for us 
on Super Sunday, but don’t take our word on it – here’s how volunteers Joel and Loretta Prives 
described their Super Sunday experience last year:

“One of the most meaningful emotions we feel as Jews is that sense of community you experi-
ence wherever you go. Having relocated to the Berkshires a few years ago, we have once again 
found a welcoming Jewish community. Volunteering on Super Sunday has certainly enhanced 
that feeling of community, both in terms of the people we spoke with on the phone and the 
camaraderie that developed with our fellow volunteers and the staff on Super Sunday.” 
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Kindertransport Drama Educates and  
Entertains Young Audiences in  
South County 

The four cast members of My Heart in a Suitcase (center) flanked 
by Federation board members (from left) Michael Ury, Alan 
Morganstein, Jane Glaser, and Toby Morganstein

Your Federation Presents

GREAT BARRINGTON – As 
part of its ongoing outreach to 
educate the Berkshires com-
munity about issues relating 
to prejudice and the Jewish 
experience, the Jewish Feder-
ation of the Berkshires in April 
brought two performances of 
the Holocaust-themed drama 
My Heart in a Suitcase to mid-
dle schools in South County. 

The play was adapted by 

the ArtsPower National Tour-
ing Theatre from the autobiog-
raphy of Anne Lehmann Fox, 
who as a 12-year-old in 1938 
was one of 10,000 Jewish 
children who fled Germany on 
the Kindertransport. Audienc-
es of 6th through 8th graders 
at Monument Valley Middle 
School and Mt. Everett Middle 
School learned about Jewish 
life in Germany before World 

War II, and the struggles faced 
by young people their age as 
friends, family, and lives they 
knew were swept up by the 
winds of war.

The performances were 
sponsored by the Federation, 
with the support of a grant 
from the Wassermann-Streit 
Y’DIYAH Memorial Fund.

“The Jewish People vs. the Assyrian Kings” 
at the June 3 Knosh & Knowledge
Virtual heritage pioneer Donald Sanders on how virtual reality 
helps us understand and preserve what has been lost 
GREAT BARRINGTON – On 
Friday, June 3, Knosh & 
Knowledge will host Donald 
Sanders, Ph.D, an architect, 
architectural historian, and 
archaeologist who helped pi-
oneer the discipline of virtual 
heritage in the early 1990s. 

His special interest is the 
application of nontraditional 
methods (including advanced 
computer graphics, virtual 
reality, and behavioral sci-
ence techniques) to the study 
and visualization of the past, 
pushing the boundaries of 
conventional archaeological 
interpretation. 

His topic will be: “The 
Jewish People vs. the Assyri-
ans Kings: How virtual reality 
helps us understand and pre-
serve what has now been lost.”

This Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires program will 
take place at Hevreh of South-
ern Berkshire at 10:45 a.m., 
and will be followed by lunch.

Says Dr. Sanders: “Occa-
sionally throughout history, 
the grand scheming of one dis-
tant nation causes repercus-
sions across widely adjoining 
regions. A prime example, with 
relevance for this program, 
happened when the ancient 
city states of the Levant suf-
fered before ever-expanding 
Assyrian dominance. We can 
read about these encounters 
in 1st and 2nd Kings of the 
Bible with corroborating dis-
cussions found on the inscrip-
tions of King Shalmaneser III 
(859-824 BCE). The repetitive 
westward incursions of the 
Assyrians reached a climax 
in the late 8th century BCE, 
when King Sennacherib’s 
army swept across all in its 
path right up to the doors of 
Jerusalem, where the de-
structive wave was stopped. 
Again, we are provided with 
stirring biblical accounts and 
matching Assyrian evidence 
in Sennacherib’s inscriptions 

and graphic depictions of the 
events carved on the walls of 
his Palace Without Rival, at 
Nineveh (Iraq).

“Fate’s misfortune has de-
creed that the historically and 
culturally important remnants 
of that ancient Assyrian power 
should now itself become the 
target of willful demolition by 
ISIS, with the sole purpose of 
wiping Assyrian sculpture and 
architecture from the pages of 
history. Fortunately, we can 
digitally document and pre-
serve archaeological evidence 
so that future generations can 
continue to study, learn from, 
and virtually revisit the past in 
unprecedented detail.” 

In this program, Sanders 
will discuss how his compa-
nies’ 3D re-creations of an-
cient Nimrud and Nineveh (in 

A virtual reality visualization of the throne room of King 
Ashurnasirpal’s Northwest Palace at Nimrud, a structure that was 
blown up by ISIS in spring 2015.

modern Iraq) have become 
eerily relevant lately not only 
for understanding the empire’s 
capital cities, but also for 
contextualizing biblical stories 
that were turned into histori-
cal realities by the 19th-cen-
tury discovery of cuneiform 
inscriptions. 
Sanders has 
been work-

ing for 20 years on innovative 
ways to use the near first-per-
son experience of virtual real-
ity to understand, teach, dis-
play, broadcast, and publish 
information about the past for 
schools, museums, individual 
scholars, television, antiquities 

Donald Sanders

services, foreign governments, 
and local tourism.

He founded Learning Sites 
Inc., in 1996, and the Insti-
tute for the Visualization of 
History Inc., in 2001, both of 
which use interactive comput-
er graphics for the collection, 
analysis, and dissemination 
of information about ancient 
material culture for research, 
education, publication, broad-
cast, and museum display. 

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires
Venue: Hevreh of Southern 
Berkshire, 270 State Road, Great 
Barrington
Date: Friday, June 3, at 10:45 
a.m. (lunch follows at noon)
Advance lunch reservations 
required for this event.
Email jfb.officemanager@veri-
zon.net, or call (413) 442-4360, 
ext. 10
Cost: $11 with fresh buffet 
lunch. Program only, $5.
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Shavuot Study and Film
GREAT BARRINGTON – On 
Sunday, June 12, from 10 
a.m. to noon, join Congrega-
tion Ahavath Sholom’s Spiritu-
al Leader Barbara Cohen for a 
Shavuot study session and  
a screening of the award- 
winning documentary film 
It’s Everybody’s Ocean. This 
documentary tells the story of 
how marine debris is affecting 
the people of Ikema, a tiny and 
beautiful island of the Miyako 
Islands of Japan. Known for 
its stunning coral reefs, the 
island’s once pristine beaches 
now play host to tons of plas-
tic marine debris originating 
from all over Asia, polluting 
their beaches and threatening 
the lives of marine species. 

Bagels and coffee will be 
served. Ahavath Sholom is 
located at 15 North Street in 
Great Barrington.

Celebrate Shavuot With a Reading of the 
Commandments and Dairy Lunch with  
Ice Cream Dessert
PITTSFIELD – On Sunday, 
June 12, Chabad of the Berk-
shires celebrates the 3528th 
anniversary of the Children of 
Israel’s receipt of the Torah at 
Mt. Sinai with a community 
service, followed by a dairy 
lunch.

Where does the tradition 
of eating dairy on this holiday 
come from? “As the Torah was 
given and the laws of kosher 
dining were first received,” 
explains Rabbi Levi Volovik, 
“the Jewish People were not 
yet capable of properly prepar-
ing beef and poultry. As such, 

they ate dairy. 
“No, Shavuot isn’t all about 

the food,” he adds. “What is 
important is that the commu-
nity is joining together, hear-
ing the Ten Commandments, 
and celebrating the Torah. But 
the good food certainly helps!”

Rabbi Volovik says that 
though Shavuot is an often 
overlooked holiday, it was 
in fact a major pilgrimage 
festival (along with Sukkot 
and Pesach) when all of Israel 
would travel to Jerusalem 
to celebrate in the Temple. 
Nowadays, cheesecakes, pesto 

Lunch and Learn – How to Talk 
About God
GREAT BARRINGTON – Hevreh 
of Southern Berkshire will con-
duct another compelling Lunch 
and Learn program this June: 
“How to Talk About God,” with 
Rabbi Neil P.G. Hirsch, who ex-
plains: “The name Israel means 
‘one who struggles with God.’ 
As the People of Israel, we are 
God-wrestlers, trying to figure 
out what our relationship to God 
might be. 

“Over the generations,” he 
continues, “Jewish thinkers 
have offered views that we can 
lean on, build out, or continue 
to wrestle with. These system-
atic theologies give us a frame-
work for how we can talk about 
God.” 

This series will be held over 
five Wednesdays in June (June 1, 8, 
15, 22, and 29) from 11:45 a.m. to 1 
p.m. and will examine the ideas about 
God explicated by Jewish thinkers 

such as Heschel, Buber, and Kaplan. 
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire is  

located at 270 State Road in Great 
Barrington. Visit hevreh.org or call 
(413) 528-6378 for more information.

1978 West German stamp commemorating the 
centennial of philosopher Martin Buber’s birth

pastas, lasagna, and cheese 
blintzes all take center stage 
(as they will at Chabad), which 
some suggest has contributed 
to the renewed popularity this 
holiday currently enjoys.

All are invited regardless 
of background or affiliation. 
Chabad of the Berkshires is 
located at 450 South Street 
in Pittsfield. Services begin at 
10 a.m.; the Ten Command-
ments will be read at 11 a.m., 
followed by festivities. For 
more information visit www.
jewishberkshires.com or call 
(413) 499-9899

The Trial of Aaron: A Courtroom Drama 
Based on a Well-Known Biblical Story 
PITTSFIELD – On Monday, 
June 20 at 7:00 p.m.,  
Temple Anshe Amunim, in 
conjunction with Congregation 
Knesset Israel, will present a 
reprise of The Trial of Aaron, 
Jesse Waldinger’s popular 
courtroom drama which was 
originally seen last October. 

The Trial of Aaron focuses 
on the well-known biblical 
story of the Golden Calf. While 
Moses was atop Mount Sinai 
receiving the Ten Command-
ments, his brother Aaron 
constructed a calf of pure gold, 
which the Children of Israel 
proceeded to worship as an 
idol. Witnessing this trans-
gression, an enraged Moses 
threw the newly-delivered 
sacred tablets to the ground, 
and retribution followed. But 
Aaron was never called to 

account for violating the man-
date against idolatry.

What was Aaron thinking 
when he built the Golden 
Calf? Was he guilty of a capital 
offense? Why was he never 
punished? These questions 
will be theatrically explored, 
and Aaron’s fate will be de-
termined by a jury of select 
audience members, based on 
evidence drawn largely from 
biblical text.

The professional actors per-
forming in the staged reading 
include Paul Carter, Kate Het-
tesheimer, Andrew Joffe, Hana 
Kenny, James Occhino, John 
Romeo and John Trainor. 

Jesse Waldinger is an at-
torney, playwright, and author 
of The Finaly Affair, which 
debuted at Temple Anshe 
Amunim in 2014 as part of 

the Kristallnacht observance. 
He is co-director of the Hud-
son-based play development 
group Plays in Progress.

The play will be directed 
by Dr. Barbara Waldinger, 
a director and professor of 
Theatre. Dr. Waldinger has 
taught at Hofstra Univer-
sity, Marymount College, 
and Queens College, and is 
presently an OLLI instructor. 
She serves as Artistic Director 
of HRC Showcase Theatre, 
an Equity-approved company 
that performs staged read-
ings of new plays in Hudson. 
She also directs new plays for 
the Association of Theatre in 
Higher Education, the Kenne-
dy Center American College 
Theatre Festival, and Plays in 
Progress, in addition to teach-
ing and directing at Temple 

Anshe Amu-
nim.

The 
production, 
co-sponsored 
by Temple 

“It is not the sound of victory, it is not the sound of defeat; it is the 
sound of singing that I hear.”

Anshe Amunim and Congre-
gation Knesset Israel, will 
be staged at Temple Anshe 
Amunim, 26 Broad Street, 
Pittsfield. Refreshments will 
be served and a discussion, 
featuring Rabbi Josh Breindel, 
will follow the verdict. Ad-

mission is $20; admission for 
students is free. 

To RSVP or for more infor-
mation, contact the Temple 
Anshe Amunim office at (413) 
442-5910, email templeoffice@
ansheamunim.org or visit 
www.ansheamunim.org.
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The Power of Food: How Food Sustained 
Our Ancestors and How We Can Use it to 
Sustain Ourselves

Nutritionist Deb Phillips

GREAT BARRINGTON – Join 
nutritionist Deb Phillips 
on Wednesday, June 15, at 
7 p.m. at Hevreh of Southern 
Berkshire for a discussion of 
the wonders and detriments 
of the modern diet. She will 
explore how our modern diet 
compares to the diets of our 
ancestors, and what we can do 
today to optimize our health 
while continuing to enjoy food. 
This will include the role of 
diet in the prevention and 
treatment of chronic illness 
such as diabetes, heart dis-

ease, dementia, and cancers. 
Phillips has worked as a nutri-
tionist in the South Berkshire 
community for the past 30 
years providing individual nu-
trition counseling and program 
for all ages in many settings. 
She received a BS in nutrition 
from Cornell University, and 
an MS in health education 
from Russell Sage College. 

Hevreh of Southern Berk-
shire is located at 270 State 
Road in Great Barrington. Vis-
it hevreh.org or call (413) 528-
6378 for more information.

Enjoy the Great Outdoors 
with Hevreh in the Garden 
and on the Greens
GREAT BARRINGTON – In 
June, Hevreh of Southern 
Berkshire invites all to join 
in on two events that take 
advantage of the fine summer 
weather.

Kabbalat Shabbat Alfresco – 
On Friday, June 24 at 6 p.m., 
get into the summer mood 
as Hevreh welcomes Shabbat 
outdoors in its own backyard, 
Tanglewood style. Bring a pic-
nic dinner and blanket, friends, 
family, and a dessert to share 
for the oneg. Please note the 
early start time for this Shab-
bat. If the weather is inclement, 
the picnic will be held in the 
sanctuary.

Hevreh Golf Open 2016 – 
Monday, June 13 at Cranwell 

Spa & Golf Resort in Lenox. 
A continental breakfast and 
check-in will begin at 7:15 a.m. 
with a shotgun start at 8:15 
a.m. A pre-lunch reception, 
buffet lunch, winner awards 
ceremony, and raffle drawings 
will be held at the Meadow 
View facility next to the Cran-
well driving range immediately 
following tournament play. 
Additional information and 
registration is available online 
at www.HevrehGolfOpen.com 
or by calling Hevreh. All are 
welcome, but register soon.

Hevreh of Southern Berk-
shire is located at 270 State 
Road in Great Barrington. Visit 
hevreh.org or call (413) 528-
6378 for more information.

Gemara, Gelt, and Great American Song-
book — Discussion Communities at Hevreh 
GREAT BARRINGTON – 
Hevreh of Southern Berkshires 
continues to host lively discus-
sion communities that explore 
a diverse range of topics. 
Coming up:

Jazz Reflections with the 
Barrington Jazz Ensemble, 
Thursday, June 9 and 16, 
4-5:30 p.m. The Ensemble will 
perform selections from the 
Great American Songbook, 
including music from Kern, 
Berlin, Gershwin, Rogers, 
Arlen, and Porter. Presenters 
will describe the artistic and 
social context in which this 
body of work developed, and 
will discuss the combinations 

of story, song, swing, and im-
provisation known as “jazz.”

Talmud Study every other 
Tuesday from 2:30 to 4 p.m., 
June 7 & 21, July 5 & 19, 
August 2, 16, September 6 
& 20. Sid Freund returns 
for another popular summer 
session of Talmud Study. 
Read Talmud (the Steinsaltz 
edition) and engage in spirited 
debate on the merit of cases. 
Knowledge of Hebrew is not a 
prerequisite. Come to as many 
sessions as you are able.

Personal Finance, every 
other Tuesday from 2:30 to 
4 p.m., June 14 & 28, July 12 
& 26, and August 9 & 23. This 

discussion group will focus 
on personal financial issues 
including taxes, investments, 
and retirement strategies. Dis-
cussion facilitators are Hevreh 
members Jay Weintraub and 
Stu Schweitzer.

All Discussion Community 
programs are free and open 
to the public. Contact Hinda 
Bodinger, (413) 528-3280 or 
hindacbodinger@gmail.com 

Hevreh of Southern Berk-
shire is located at 270 State 
Road in Great Barrington. Vis-
it hevreh.org or call (413) 528-
6378 for more information.

Pre-K through Grade 9: Now Enrolling

413 637 0755    BerkshireCountryDay.org

Incredible education. 
Vibrant community. 

Quintessentially the Berkshires.
Schedule a visit today.

A Summer Celebration  
of Jewish Music

For information, call (561) 302-5816  
or email info@paulgreenmusic.com

Supported in part by co-sponsorship with the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires, and  
grants from the Harold Grinspoon Foundation and the Wassermann-Streit Y’DIYAH  

Memorial Fund of the Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation.

7th Season! 

“SEPHARDIC Songs,  
ANDRE PREVIN and More” 
featuring world-renowned Sephardic  
singer Sarah Aroeste, with  
Joanna Kurkowicz, Doris Stevenson,  
Paul Green and Bob Scherr
Thursday, June 2, 2016 at 7:30 p.m.
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, Great Barrington, MA
Tickets: $25 at the door • (413) 528-6378

“KLEZMER Favorites”  
A concert of traditional favorites plus contemporary  
klezmer music and Yiddish theater tunes, with  
Paul Green, Alan Gold, Charlie Tokarz and Bill Chapman
Sunday, June 5, 2016 at 3 p.m.
Temple Anshe Amunim, Pittsfield, MA
Tickets: $20 at the door • (413) 442-5910

 “The JEWISH/AFRICAN- 
AMERICAN CONNECTION:  
Lecture/Performance”  
A lecture and discussion by Paul Green  
with live music and recorded examples
Sunday, June 19, 2016 at 4 p.m.
Lenox Public Library, Lenox, MA
Free admission • (413) 637-0197

Shavuot Festivities at   
Temple Anshe Amunim
PITTSFIELD – To honor the 
joyous festival of Shavuot, 
Rabbi Josh Breindel will lead a 
guided reading of Megillat Rut 
(the Book of Ruth) as part of a 
worship experience starting at 
9:30 a.m. on Sunday, June 12 
at Temple Anshe Amunim.

Rabbi Breindel shares, “The 
Torah makes clear that the 
entire people were recipients 
of the gift of Torah (literally 
“teaching” or “Divine instruc-
tion”) at Sinai. Each of us is 
granted a relationship with the 
Divine through Torah. This 
is the great moment for us to 

engage with Jewish stories, 
traditions and values!”

All are welcome to join in 
the temple’s celebration of 
Shavuot. At 9:30 a.m., par-
ticipants will read the story of 
Ruth (in English) and discuss 
its relevance in the modern 
day. Services (including a 
Yizkor/memorial service) will 
follow at approximately 10:45 
a.m. and will conclude shortly 
after noon.

For more information, 
please contact the temple of-
fice at (413) 442-5910.
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Your Federation Presents

Some months slide by with little activity, while others keep you busy and on 
your toes constantly. March and April have been busy months in our office and 
I suspect the rest of the spring and 
summer will be busy, too. We have lots 
of programs planned and I invite you to 
join in. 

I want to thank over 100 volun-
teers who helped with baking, packing, 
decorating bags and delivery of the 
over 300 shaloch manot gift packages 
of hamantashen before Purim. This is 
one of the most important programs 
we do for the homebound and elderly 
folks in our area. Many of you know the 
story of how a small group of the late 
Joe Madison’s hiking buddies started 
this program so many years ago and 
it has grown to include folks not only 
in Berkshire County, but in southern 
Vermont, New York’s Columbia Coun-
ty, and northern Connecticut, as well. 
Joe’s Project keeps those folks connect-
ed to our Jewish community, and on 
behalf of the recipients and the Jewish 
Federation I want to thank all of the 
many dedicated volunteers!

I also want to thank the 30+ volun-
teers who participated in our second 
year of Good Deeds Day. This inter-
national program started in Israel ten 
years ago and now has well over a 
million volunteers doing good deeds 
throughout the world. We brought 
Smiles for Seniors to EPOCH at Mel-
bourne in Pittsfield where our PJ 
Library families, teens, and adults 
brought cheer to all of the residents. 

Volunteers are Vital!
On Your Toes!  

The Berkshire Busy Season is Upon Us 
By Susan Frisch Lehrer, Coordinator of Volunteers 

Volunteers of all ages came together on Good Deeds Day to bring smiles to the 
residents of EPOCH Melbourne Place Assisted Living. Thank you to the many 
volunteers and residents who helped to create a truly inspiring day! 

Volunteers enjoyed spending the morning singing and listening to music; eat-
ing bagels, lox, and other treats; making and distributing hand-decorated cards 

and small floral arrangements. Families 
also read their PJ Library books and oth-
er reading material with residents. 

In the meantime, we have a dedicated 
corps of volunteers who assist at the  
Connecting with Community lunch pro-
gram three days a week, either helping at 
the meal site or delivering meals. Others 
assist with monthly Shabbat programs at 
several of the senior residences, deliver 
copies of our Berkshire Jewish Voice to 
selected sites each month, and assist in 
the office and/or programs. 

Will you join us on Super Sunday, 
May 22? Our annual phone-a-thon is one 
of the most important programs in our 
community. Monies raised support vital 
programs locally, nationally, in Israel and 
around the world. We will also be hosting 
a children’s program at Ben & Jerry’s 
(across the street) that morning. 

If you are interested in joining the 
volunteer corps with any of our programs, 
please contact me. I’d love to chat with 
you. Thank you!

B’shalom,
Susan Frisch Lehrer
Coordinator of Volunteers 
and the PJ Library
(413) 442-4360, ext. 14
jfb.volunteer@verizon.net
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Women and Their Olive Trees –  
A Story of Coexistence and Shared Society
See the paintings and meet the artists from Afula-Gilboa at the 
June 6 opening reception

Your Federation Presents

PITTSFIELD – The Jew-
ish Federation of the 
Berkshires, in partner-
ship with the Berkshire 
Museum, will present a 
community exhibition 
of Women and Their 
Olive Trees. The exhibit 
will take place at the 
Berkshire Museum on 
June 6 and 7, with an 
opening reception on 
June 6 from 5-7 p.m. 
The reception is free 
and open to the public.

The exhibit rep-
resents the art of 40 
Israeli women from 
diverse cultural and 
religious backgrounds 
– including Jewish, 
Muslim, and Christian 
– who through their 
love of art have creat-
ed an environment of 
tolerance, friendship, 
and sharing. Four of 
the artists, two Jewish and 
two Muslim, will accompany 
the exhibit.

It’s the second living bridge 
program to be presented in 
the Berkshires as part of the 
Federation’s newly established 
partnership with the Afula-Gil-
boa region of Northern Israel, 
and will also feature additional 
chances to meet personally 
with the artists at Hevreh of 
Southern Berkshire and the 
Federation’s Connecting With 
Community series (see sidebar 
on this page).

The Artwork
Olive trees are the sub-

ject of the exhibit, and the 
uniqueness, personality, and 
perspective of each artist is 
reflected in the 25 oil paint-
ings on view. The women 
painted together, sharing their 
life experiences and cultures 
to create unique and symbolic 
pieces of art while building 
relationships that have trans-
formed their perceptions of 
each other. 

“Just as each tree is dif-
ferent from the other, human 
beings are different, too, and 
the olive tree is an inspira-
tion,” says Guila Cohen, one of 
the artists who will travel with 
the exhibition and meet with 
the community while in the 
Berkshires. 

Says artist Machraz Ubayd 
Zu’abi: “I grew up with and 
near the olive tree, which is 
considered a sacred tree. The 
tree sticks to us all the time, 
with its roots, with its taste, 
and its branches at all times. 
The olive tree unifies the fami-
ly when the olives are harvest-
ed. In the Olive Tree Project 
we the participants are united 
in everything, in love, speech, 
and feelings.”

The Project
The exhibit is part of the 

Olive Tree Project, a year-long 
art program of the WIZO Afula 
Community Center that draws 
women artists from the North-
ern Israeli cities of Afula and 
Nazareth and the surrounding 
Arab villages. 

“It was important to 
me to make a connec-
tion though art and 
painting, and to find 
women artists who 
wanted to have open 
dialogue, to connect 
with and to learn from 
each other.” This is the 
message of coexistence 
that Mrs. Sheila Dvor 
Casdi wanted to carry 
through when she and 
Daniel Benn, director 
of WIZO Community 
Center of Afula, first 
conceived of the project 
in 2013. 

The exhibit has been 
on tour throughout 
Europe and this past 
March, it opened at the 
United Nations at the 
Palais des Nations in 
Geneva, Switzerland. 
You can learn more 
about this innovative 

project by visiting the WIZO 
website at www.wizo.org 
and typing “olive tree” in the 
Search field.

The Partnership
As part of the Jewish 

Agency for Israel’s Partner-
ship 2gether Peoplehood 
Platform, the Berkshires 
joined more than 450 global 
Jewish communities that are 
linked with 46 city-to-city 
and region-to-region part-
nerships in Israel. In March, 
the Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires became part of 
the Southern New England 
Consortium (SNEC) communi-
ty partnership with the city of 
Afula and the Gilboa Regional 
Council in northern Israel’s 
Jezreel Valley. Active since 
1995, SNEC is composed of 12 
communities in Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, and New York, 
each represented by their local 
Federation.

For more information, visit 
jewishberkshires.org or call 
(413) 442-4360.

Meet the Artists
The Women of the Olive Tree Project
Learn how the 40 Israeli women of the Olive Tree Project, rep-
resenting three religions and multiple cultural identities, came 
together to explore the symbolism of the olive tree through art. 
Four of the artists, two Jewish and two Muslim, will share their 
personal experiences creating unique and symbolic pieces of art 
while building relationships that have transformed their percep-
tions of each other. 

Connecting With Community 
Monday, June 6, 2016 – 10:45 a.m.
Congregation Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road, Pittsfield.

The program is free and sponsored by the Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires. There is a $2 suggested donation for kosher lunch 
following the program. Advance lunch reservations are required 
and can be made up to 9 a.m. on the day of program by calling 
(413) 442-2200. 

Rosh Hodesh Women’s Celebration 
Tuesday, June 7, 2016 – 7:30 p.m.
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, 270 State Road, Great Barrington

Hevreh will welcome the Olive Tree Project artists at an evening 
reception on Tuesday, June 7, at 7:30 p.m. Enjoy desserts and re-
freshments with a celebration of the power of women, while also 
welcoming the new month of Sivan. This celebration is free and 
open to all women in the community. Co-sponsored by Hevreh 
and the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires. More info at: hevreh.
org or (413) 528-6378.
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As my parents planted for me before I was born, so do I plant for those who come after me. – Talmud

Anonymous (9)
Ed Abrahams
Norman Avnet
Barbara Bashevkin
Robert Bashevkin
Linda J. L. Becker
Robert Berend
Shelley Berend
Helene Berke

Lawrence Berke
Lee & Sydelle Blatt
Betty Braun
Cipora Brown
Barbara Cohen
Mark Cohen
Mimi Cohen
C. Jeffrey & Judith Cook
Gerry & Lynn Denmark
Jonathan & Lara Denmark
Sheila K. Donath
Melva Eidelberg
Monroe England, in memory of 

Monroe B. & Isabel England
Dr. Armand V. Feigenbaum,  

of blessed memory
Dr. Donald S. Feigenbaum,  

of blessed memory 
Steven Feiner
Diana & Stanley Feld

Stuart M. Fischman
Lynn & William Foggle
Elaine Freidman
Eiran Gazit
Jeffrey Goldwasser & Jonquil 

Wolfson
Jordan & Laura Green
Harold Grinspoon
Ellen Heffan
Ed Jaffe, of blessed memory
Elihu Katzman
Marilyn Katzman 
Howard & Nancy Kaufman
Lawrence Klein
Sarah Klein
Arthur Kriger, of blessed 

memory
Fred & Brenda Landes
Beth Laster-Nathan
Andrew S. Levine

Toby H. Levine
Erna Lindner-Gilbert
Amy Lindner-Lesser
Helen Maislen
Ellen Masters
Stuart Masters
Estelle Miller
Robert Newman, of blessed 

memory
Ken & Fran Rubenstein
Stella Schecter
Arlene D. Schiff
Gary Schiff
Stephen & Deborah Schreier
Martin Silver
Sylvia Silverberg, in memory of 

Jerome Silverberg
Richard A. Simons & Marcie 

Greenfield Simons
Mark & Elisa Snowise

Harold Sparr
Lisa Fletcher-Udel
Edward Udel
Michael & Joan Ury
Mark & Judy Usow
Henry & Beate Voremberg,  

of blessed memory
Alexandra Warshaw
Florence Wineberg, of blessed 

memory
Rabbi Deborah Zecher & 

Rabbi Dennis Ross 

Thank you to these individuals who through their gift to the Legacy Circle will ensure that 
the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires thrives long into the future. May your name be a 
Blessing, and may the example you set inspire others to create their own Jewish Legacy.

LOCAL NEWS

Knesset Israel’s Musical Gala —  
“Brunch, Blues, and Bach”
PITTSFIELD – Congrega-
tion Knesset Israel will host 
“Brunch, Blues, and Bach: A 
Gala Event” on Sunday, June 
19, at 10 a.m. Featured will be 
performances by Dr. Eli New-
berger and his band of Boston 
jazz musicians, along with the 
Kids4Harmony Ensemble. The 
groups will perform separately 
and together.

The Blues
Eli and the Hot 6 is 

a Boston Jazz group 
led by Eli Newberg-
er, tuba virtuoso and 
Harvard pediatrician. 
These musicians 
reconfigure Dixie-
land into a swinging, 
contemporary style. 
Brilliant performers 
all, they are inspiring 
teachers. Together with 
the Kids4Harmony 
Ensemble they will create an 
amazing musical experience. 
Eli is joined by Bob Winter, pi-
anist with the Boston Pops; Bo 
Winiker, bandleaders and Pops 
guest conductor; Ted Clash-
er, clarinet and saw; Jimmy 
Mazzy, banjo and vocals; and 
Carolyn Newberger, washboard 
wizard, artist and Harvard 
psychologist.

The Bach
Kids4Harmony was 

launched by Berkshire Chil-
dren and Families in 2011. 
This El Sistema-inspired 
intensive classical music pro-
gram promotes the best child 
and family case practice. Chil-
dren participate in all aspects 
of music-instrumental, vocal, 
and theory. Kids4Harmony 
flourishes through committed 
families, dedicated teaching 
artists, partners, volunteers, 

and donors. In addition to 
Casual Concerts, each month 
advanced students have 
participated in performances 
with Gustavo Dudamel, Longy 
School of Music, and Maestro 
Jose Antonio Abreu at Bard 
College. 

The Brunch
A gourmet brunch and live 

auction will precede the per-
formance. This event coincides 
with the dedication of Knesset 

Israel’s newly renovated sanc-
tuary, where the musical per-
formance will take place. The 
newly renovated worship, per-
formance, and meeting space 
will be dedicated on June 5, 
2016. Tickets for the June 19 
event are $150 per person. A 
portion of the proceeds will be 
donated to Kids4Harmony. A 
group of anonymous donors 
is partially supporting this 

event; Drs. Carolyn and Eli 
Newberger are underwriting 
the performance of their jazz 
colleagues.

 For more information, 
contact Knesset Israel at www.
knessetisrael.org, (413) 445-
4872, ext. 10 or Bobbi Cohn at 
Bcohn41680@aol.com.

Eli and the Hot 6

TAA Honors the Career 
and Commitment of Long-
time Leader Rabbi Harold 
Salzmann 
PITTSFIELD – When Rabbi 
Harold Salzmann and his 
wife Audrey arrived in Pitts-
field in 1954, Temple Anshe 
Amunim had already been a 
congregation for 85 years and 
its Religious School was 67 
years old. For 30 years of his 
rabbinate, Rabbi Salzmann 
dedicated himself to educa-
tion, and the congregation and 
the school flourished. When he 
became the Temple’s emeritus 
rabbi in 1984, he continued to 
bless the community with his 
knowledge and wisdom as a 
b’nai mitzvah tutor and teach-
er of halacha. 

On Saturday, July 2 at 
5:30 p.m., Temple Anshe 
Amunim will honor Rabbi 
Salzmann for his 62 years 
of dedication to the Jewish 
Berkshires as the inaugural 
recipient of TAA’s Lifetime 
Achievement Award in Jewish 
Education. The honor will be 
conferred during TAA’s first 
annual Education Celebration. 
The community is invited to 
join the congregation and to 
participate in what is bound 
to be a joyous reunion for the 
alums – both teachers and 
students – of Religious School 
and the Kids’ Preschool that 
operated for 19 years. 

Beginning with a brief 
Havdallah service marking the 
end of Shabbat, there will be a 
cocktail hour, dinner catered 
by Jae’s Asian Bistro of Lenox, 
a silent auction of Juda-
ic-themed items, music, and 
the granting of the award to 
Rabbi Salzmann. Reservations 
can be made through June 14 
by calling the Temple Anshe 
Amunim office at (413) 442-
5910 or emailing:  
templeoffice@ansheamunim.
org. Tickets are $36 for adults 
and $18 for students.

Temple Anshe Amunim is 
located at 26 Broad Street in 
Pittsfield.

Rabbi Harold Salzmann

TAA-Nite — Café Anshe!
PITTSFIELD – On May 21 from 
6:45 to 10 p.m., Temple Anshe 
Amunim will present Café 
Anshe, a musical fundraiser 
featuring temple members, 
Michael and Erin Duffy, of 
DUFFY and ERIN Acoustic 
Duo. The event will begin with 
a Havdalah service, and then 
onto a night of live music! 
There will also be performanc-
es by Rabbi Josh Breindel, 
Mark Franklin, Alan Gold, and 
other renowned temple and 

community musical friends 
and guests.

A variety of specialty cof-
fees, teas, and desserts will 
be served. Raffle tickets will 
be sold for a 50/50 Raffle and 
Berkshire Themed Baskets. 

Seating is limited! Advance 
tickets may be purchased at 
the Temple Anshe Amunim 
Office, 26 Broad Street; and at 
Wood Brothers in the Allendale 
Shopping Center (check or 
cash). All proceeds will benefit 

the Temple music program. 
Temple member prices are: 
Adults $15, Youth/Students 
$7.50. General Admission 
prices are: Adults $20, Youth/
Students $10. Tickets at the 
door will be sold, based on 
available seating. 

For further information, 
please call the Temple office at 
(413) 442-5910.

DUFFY and ERIN Acoustic Duo
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CONTACT STEVE ERENBURG FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS IN THE BERKSHIRES... 
m: 201 663 0800

47 CHURCH STREET LENOX, MA 413 637 1086
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Radon Testing 
and Mitigation

NEHA & NRSB CERTIFIED

www.berkshireradon.com 
(413) 528-9700  
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Two If by Z 
Rabbi Deborah Zecher Concert Will  
Celebrate Songwriting Duos
GREAT BARRINGTON – On 
Thursday, June 23 at 7:30 
p.m., Hevreh of Southern 
Berkshire will welcome back 
Rabbi Deborah Zecher and 
musical director, Joe Rose, in 
a special performance featur-
ing the work of two dynamic 
songwriting duos, Kander and 
Ebb (Cabaret, Chicago) and 
Maltby & Shire (Baby, Big: The 
Musical). 

Rabbi Zecher spent 22 
years as Hevreh’s rabbi and 
leader of music and is proud 
to be Hevreh’s rabbi emerita. 
She is now pursuing her “sec-
ond act” as a cabaret singer 
and has enjoyed traveling to 
various synagogues as an 
‘”Artist in Residence,” sharing 
both the music of the Jewish 
liturgical tradition and the 
Great American Songbook. 

Tickets are $15 in advance 

Rabbi Deborah Zecher

or $20 at the door. Hevreh of 
Southern Berkshire is located 
at 270 State Road in Great 
Barrington. Visit hevreh.org or 
call (413) 528-6378 for more 
information.

JTS Scholars to Share Stimulating 
Thoughts on Jews and “The Other” 
LENOX – Now in its third sea-
son, “JTS in the Berkshires” 
brings noted scholars from 
New York’s Jewish Theologi-
cal Seminary to the Bernstein 
Theater (70 Kemble Street on 
the Shakespeare & Company 
campus) on alternate Friday 
mornings from 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m., starting July 8.

As in previous years of 
this series, there is a unify-
ing theme – this year it’s “The 
Other in Jewish Texts and 
Traditions.” The professors 
from the Jewish Theological 
Seminary will explore Jewish 
attitudes towards members 
of different faiths, as well as 
the marginalized within our 
own communities. Among the 
questions posed will be: “What 
is our obligation to those we 
perceive as different?” and 
“How have Jews challenged 
the norms of the community 
from within?” 

The speakers and topics 
are:

July 8— Dr. Marjorie Leh-
man, Associate Professor of 
Talmud and Rabbinics: “Wom-
en in the House of Study: 
Anxiety, Difference, and the 
Dangers of Exclusion”

July 22— Rabbi David 
Hoffman, Vice Chancellor and 
Chief Advancement Officer: 
“Redrawing the Boundary  
Between Jew and Other:  
Maimonides on Faith”

August 5— Rabbi Burton 
L. Visotzky, Nathan and Janet 

Appleman Professor of 
Midrash and Interre-
ligious Studies, “Ap-
proaching the Other: 
Reflections on Current 
Jewish Interreligious 
Dialogue”

August 19—Dr. 
Benjamin Gampel, 
Dina and Eli Feld 
Family Chair in Jewish 
History, “Heresy and 
Community: The Case 
of Baruch Spinoza”

Register on-line 
at www.jtsa.edu/
berkshires. For more 
information, contact 
Lynn Feinman at (212) 
678-8821 or Myrna Hammer-
ling at (413) 445-4872, ext. 
16. The programs are present-
ed through the partnership of 
Congregation Knesset Israel 
and the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, both most grateful 
for supportive grants from the 
Harold Grinspoon Foundation 
and the Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires. Sessions are 
$25 for each program, or $85 
for all four. 

A new “perc” this year: at-
tendees are offered a 20% dis-
count on a stay of two nights 
or more at Canyon Ranch. Call 
(800) 742-9000 and mention 
the Jewish Theological Sem-
inary to reserve. And by the 
way – the Farmer’s Market 
takes place up the hill near 
the entrance to Shakespeare 
and Company at 1:00 and has 

Dr. Benjamin Gampel

become a popular stop before 
going home— with challah, 
flowers and vegetables for 
Shabbat dinner.

Community Invited to the June 5  
Dedication of Knesset Israel’s Renovated  
Sanctuary
PITTSFIELD – Congregation Knesset Israel invites everyone in the community to celebrate the 
dedication of its new sanctuary, Sunday, June 5 at 1:00 p.m., which will be followed by a dessert 
reception.

More information and photos to follow in the next BJV!

INCLUDES A CALENDAR OF PROGRAMS AND EVENTS
SPONSORED BY THE BERKSHIRE JEWISH COMMUNITY

Check out our website!
www.jewishberkshires.org
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LOCAL NEWS

“Third Prize is You’re Fired”
Group to analyze the role of Materialism in works by Jewish 
playwrights Arthur Miller and David Mamet 

Alec Baldwin in Glengarry Glen Ross, holding up Second Prize.

“Stories of Our Mothers” – 
The Careers of Biblical  
Heroines Explored

PITTSFIELD – Temple Anshe 
Amunim will host a four-
part play analysis series on 
Tuesdays in July, from 10-
11:30 a.m., on the topic of 
“The Corrupting Influence of 
Materialism in Plays by Arthur 
Miller and David Mamet.” This 
course will be taught by Dr. 
Barbara Waldinger. (See “Story 
of Aaron” on page 12 for a list 
of Dr. Waldinger’s accomplish-
ments.)

Commemorating the 100th 
anniversary of Arthur Miller’s 
birth, the group will read and 
analyze The Price, about the 
rivalry between two brothers 
who have both paid a price 
to get where they are in life. 
Each had to choose between 
money and integrity, believing 

that the price he paid was 
greater than that paid by 
his sibling.

The second play is David 

PITTSFIELD – For three weeks 
in June, Rabbi Josh Breindel 
will present a series of stories: 
the tales of biblical heroines. 
“They’re very compelling 
people,” says Rabbi Breindel. 
“When I look at their lives with 
open eyes, I see the strength 
and powerful spirit of these 
women.”

Adopted from a course that 
the rabbi taught for Berkshire 
OLLI, each of these stand-
alone sessions will focus on 
different biblical characters. 
Starting with Eve (the first 
woman), participants will go 
on to explore the accounts of 
Sarah, Hagar, and Rebecca. All 
texts will be in English, and 
multimedia presentations will 
enhance the talks.

“This is really a class for ev-
eryone,” Rabbi Breindel adds. 
“The stories of these women 
are the stories of Western cul-
ture. I hope to show how these 
people have inspired authors 

Rabbi Josh Breindel

and artists right up to the 
present day.”

Sessions will be held at 
noon on Wednesdays, June 
15, 22, 29 at Temple Anshe 
Amunim, 26 Broad Street, 
Pittsfield. There is a charge 
of $10 per session or $30 for 
all three classes. BYO lunch. 
Cold beverages/desserts will 
be served. Please contact the 
temple office at (413) 442-
5910 for more information.

Mamet’s Glengarry Glen Ross, 
which won the Pulitzer Prize in 
1984. It tells the story of four 
desperate Chicago real estate 
agents who engage in illegal 
acts to sell worthless real 
estate to unsuspecting buyers, 
exposing the depths to which 
people will go in order to stay 
on top of the American Dream. 

The cost for the four-ses-
sion course is $40 for Tem-
ple members and $45 for 
non-members; or $15 for any 
individual session. Dates are 
July 5, 12, 19, and 26.

For more information, 
contact the Temple Anshe 
Amunim office at (413) 442-
5910, email templeoffice@an-
sheamunim.org or visit www.
ansheamunim.org.

THE JEWISH FEDERATION 
FUNDS AND SUPPORTS A 
COMMUNITY-WIDE NETWORK
OF ORGANIZATIONS THAT:

Care for people in need here at home,
in Israel and around the world.

Nurture and sustain Jewish life and
learning today and into the future.

1.
2.



Iyar-Sivan 5776 Berkshire Jewish Voice   •   jewishberkshires.org Page 19

MAY

Monday, 16 .............10:45a.m., “How Religious Myths 
Reflect Childhood Trauma,” with Benjamin Abelow, 
MD. Lunch: Turkey piccatta**#, salad, rice pilaf, aspara-
gus, Challah, brownies, and tea.

Tuesday, 17 .............. Salisbury steak**#, vegetable soup, 
potatoes O’Brien, green beans, farmer’s loaf, apples, and 
tea.

Thursday, 19 ............10:45a.m., “It’s Complicated – An 
Eye Opening Visit” with Representative Paul W. Mark on 
his official trip to Israel. Lunch: Fresh fish, mushroom soup, 
noodle kugel, broccoli, salad, potato bread, pudding, 
coffee, tea, and milk for coffee. 

Monday, 23 .............10:45a.m., “Looking for Strangers: 
The True Story of My Hidden Wartime Childhood” with 
author Dori Katz. Lunch: Open faced roast beef sandwich-
es, mashed potatoes, peas & carrots, salad, multi-grain 
bread, fruit cocktail, and tea.

Tuesday, 24 .............. Make Your Own Chicken Fajita**#, 
refried beans, tropical fruit salad, and tea.

Thursday, 26 ............10:45a.m., “Plucked From the Head-
lines” with Attorney and Financial Planner, Edward Ins-
ley. Lunch: Fresh fish**, tomato juice, salad, herb roasted 
potatoes, broccoli, muffins, pudding, coffee, tea, and milk 
for coffee.

Monday, 30 ............. Closed for Memorial Day

Tuesday, 31 .............. Grilled hot dogs**#, potato salad, 
coleslaw, potato chips, pineapple, and tea.

JUNE

IMPORTANT! Starting in June, lunch will no 
longer be served on Tuesdays. Tuesday lunches 
will resume in the fall.

Thursday, 2 ..............10:45a.m., “Everything You Always 
Wanted to Know About Tanglewood But Were Afraid to 
Ask” with Tanglewood marketing coordinator, Renee Rotta 
and tour guide of 18 years, Gabriel Kosakoff. Lunch: 
Tomato goat cheese pasta with peas and pine nuts, salad, 
broccoli, Italian bread, mandarin oranges, coffee, tea, 
and milk for coffee.

Monday, 6 ...............10:45a.m., Israeli Women of the 

Olive Tree Project – Meet the Artists. Lunch: Turkey salad 
platter, gazpacho soup, coleslaw, potato salad, grapes, 
and tea.

Thursday, 9 ..............10:45a.m., “Plucked From the Head-
lines” with Attorney and Financial Planner, Edward Ins-
ley. Lunch: Macaroni and cheese, salad, beets, multi-grain 
bread, raspberry pillow cookies, coffee, tea, and milk for 
coffee.

Monday, 13 ............. Closed for Shavuot

Thursday, 16 ............10:45a.m., “What Does it Mean to 
Hear and to Listen to the Voice of G-d” in the 21st Century 
with Rabbi Neal Borovitz. Lunch: Tuna salad platters**#, 
tomato juice, three bean salad, whole wheat bread, lem-
on pudding, coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.

Monday, 20 .............10:45a.m., Chair Yoga with certi-
fied Kripalu teacher, Robin Seeley.  Lunch: Meat loaf**#, 
mashed potatoes, wax and green bean medley, salad, 
potato bread, applesauce, and tea.

Thursday, 23 ............10:45a.m., “A Philatelic Tour of the 
‘Righteous Among the Nations’” with Dr. Edwin Kolod-
ny. Lunch: BBQ chicken, gazpacho, corn, beans, salad, 
Farmer’s loaf, apricots, and tea.

Monday, 27 .............10:45a.m., “Ten Days in Israel: 
More Questions than Answers” with Senator Ben Down-
ing. Lunch: Chicken# with cold sesame noodles, vegetable 
spring rolls with duck sauce, Oriental blend vegetables, 
sesame breads ticks, pineapple, and tea.

Thursday, 30 ............10:45a.m., “NEADS: National 
Education for Assistance Dog Services” with Tamara 
Beland. Lunch: Spinach mushroom quiche, apple juice, 
salad, tomato medley, Challah, ice cream and cookies, 
coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.

JULY

Monday, 4 ............... Closed for Independence Day

Thursday, 7 ..............Program to be Announced. Lunch: 
Chicken ratatouille**#, rice pilaf, salad, Chef’s choice of 
bread, melon, and tea.

Monday, 11 .............Program to be Announced. Lunch: 
Meat loaf**#, tomato juice, mashed potatoes, peas & 
carrots, rye bread, pears, and tea.

Programs take place Mondays and Thursdays at 10:45 a.m. Lunch is served Monday and Thursday  
at 12 p.m, through September 3. Tuesday lunch resumes on September 8.  
Venue: Congregation Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Rd, Pittsfield, MA.

Programs take place Mondays and Thursdays at 10:45 a.m. Lunch is served Mondays, Tuesdays, 
and Thursdays at noon through May, Mondays and Thursdays only through the summer months. 
Venue: Congregation Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Rd, Pittsfield, MA.

IMPORTANT 
NOTICE
No Tuesday  

kosher lunch  
June-August

Beginning in June and 
through the summer 
months, Federation-spon-
sored kosher lunches will 
not be served at Congre-
gation Knesset Israel on 
Tuesdays. Lunch will be 
served on Mondays and 
Thursdays, in conjunction 
with the Connecting With 
Community series. Tues-
day lunches will resume 
in the autumn.

Like us on  
Facebook:

• Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires

• PJ Library  
Berkshire County

Donate 

Volunteer 

 Make a  

Difference
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OBITUARIES
Betty Braun, 97, volun-
teer and member of Sis-
terhood and Hadassah
PITTSFIELD – Betty Braun, 
formerly of 57 Sampson Park-
way, died Friday, April 15 in 
Deerfield, IL.

Born March 5, 1919 in 
Youngstown, OH, the daughter 
of Rabbi Isadore Davidson and 
Rose Ginsburgh Davidson, she 
graduated from Temple Uni-
versity in Philadelphia. Mrs. 
Braun married Howard Braun 
on June 12, 1941, celebrating 
60 years of marriage until his 
death on August 13, 2001.

While a resident of Pitts-
field, Mrs. Braun was a mem-
ber of Congregation Knesset 
Israel, where she volunteered 
for over 60 years in Sisterhood 
and Hadassah. Her joy in life 
was her wonderful marriage 
and being an exemplary mom 
and grandma.

Mrs. Braun is survived by 
two sons, Myron and David 
(Debby) Braun, three grand-
children, Eleiza, Aaron, and 
Joseph, and great grandchil-
dren, Lily and Jadon. She also 
leaves her sister, Helen Siegel. 
She was predeceased by her 
husband, Howard, her son, 
Robert, who died in 1971, and 
three brothers, Alfred, Martin, 
and Philip Davidson.

A graveside funeral was 
held on Monday, April 18 at 
Knesset Israel Cemetery with 
Rabbi David Weiner officiating.

Contributions may be made 
to Hadassah or Congregation 
Knesset Israel, c/o Devan-
ny-Condron Funeral Home, 40 
Maplewood Avenue, Pittsfield, 
MA 01201.

The Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires offers 
condolences to Lisa and 
Ed Udel on the passing 
of Lisa’s mother, Arline 
Fletcher, on Friday eve-
ning, April 15. Funeral 
services were held on 
Wednesday, April 20 at 
the Dery Funeral Home, 
Pittsfield. Burial was pri-
vate in Saratoga National 
Cemetery on Thursday, 
April 21. Donations may 
be made to Soldier On in 
care of the funeral home.

Jeane Kolburne  
Weinstein, 90, longtime 
Executive Director of the 
former Kolburne School
NEW MARLBOROUGH – Jeane 
Kolburne Weinstein, 90, 
longtime executive director of 
the former Kolburne School 
in New Marlborough, died 
Wednesday, March 30 at Geer 
Nursing Center in Canaan, CT.

Born July 6, 1925 in Mount 
Kisco, NY, Mrs. Weinstein was 
the daughter of Luma Lewis 
Kolburne and Stella Robbins 
Kolburne. She graduated from 
Teacher’s College with a BS 
and later from Columbia Uni-
versity with a Master’s in Spe-
cial Education. In 1947, she 
began working with her family 
at their Kolburne School Cam-
pus in Norwalk, CT. In 1968, 
with the relocation of Kolburne 
School, the Weinstein family 
made their home in New Marl-
borough. She was predeceased 
by her husband of 61 years, 
Sydney L. Weinstein, in 2011. 
The couple was married in 
1949 in Norwalk, CT.

Mrs. Weinstein was active 
with the Great Barrington 
Rotary Club, the New Marl-
borough Village Association, 
the Massachusetts Association 
of Approved Private Schools 
(MAAPS) as well as the Wom-
en’s Auxiliary of the James A. 
Modolo VFW Post #8348 in 
Great Barrington.

She is survived by her 
sons, Randy F. Weinstein and 
Jonathan K. Weinstein; her 
daughter Robin E. Mallory; 
her daughter-in-law Mary Ann 
Weinstein; five grandchildren, 
Rebecca, Tyler, Olivia, Eva, 
and George. She was pre-
deceased by her son Peter I. 
Weinstein in 1999.

Funeral services were held 
on Friday, April 8, at Finnerty 
& Stevens Funeral Home in 
Great Barrington, conducted 
by Rev. Charles VanAusdall 
and Rabbi Jodie Gordon. Buri-
al followed at Branch Road 
Cemetery in New Marlborough. 
Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Great Bar-
rington Rotary Scholarship 
Fund through Finnerty & 
Stevens Funeral Home, 426 
Main Street, Great Barrington, 
MA 01230.

Helen (Cohen) Aitken, 
career in restaurant and 
catering 
NORTH ADAMS – Helen (Co-
hen) Aitken of Boca Raton, 
FL, formerly of Williamstown, 
passed away Monday, March 
28.

Born in North Adams, Mrs. 
Aitken found her professional 
niche early in life. She began 
her long career in the restau-
rant and catering industry 
at Le Country Restaurant. 
From there, she worked at the 
Mill on the Floss, where she 
became dining room manager. 
She continued her career at 
Williams College where she be-
gan as manager of the college’s 
Faculty Club and was later 
promoted to Associate Director 
of Dining Services.

In 2002, Mrs. Aitken left 
Williams in order to fulfill her 
longtime dream of having her 
own restaurant. She opened 
Helen’s Place, a popular and 
successful eatery and catering 
company on Spring Street in 
Williamstown. She operated 
Helen’s Place until her retire-
ment in 2010. 

 In addition to her dedica-
tion to her children and her 
many career successes, Mrs. 
Aitken was a non-traditional 
student, earning her Bach-
elor’s degree from Southern 
Vermont College in 1995. She 
was dedicated to helping the 
community at large by volun-
teering for a variety of organi-
zations, including Hospice of 
Northern Berkshire, Habitat 
for Humanity, Santa Fund, 
and Williamstown Visiting 
Nurses Association.

 Mrs. Aitken is survived 
by her four children, James 
Aitken, Rebecca Lough, 
Stephen Aitken, and Sarah 
Aitken; three grandchildren, 
Trevor Lough, Grant Aitken, 
and Quinn Aitken; and two 
brothers: Donald Cohen and 
Jason Cohen. Private burial 
was scheduled in Congrega-
tion Beth Israel Cemetery, 
Clarksburg, MA. A celebration 
of her life will be held later this 
spring.

MAZEL TOV
Mazel tov to Harvey and Bonita Ganot on the birth of their 

grandson, Simon Philip Ganot.

c

Congratulations to Bob and Alba Tutnauer on the marriage of 
their grandson Braxton.

c

Mazel tov to Anne Schnesel on the engagement of her grand-
daughter, Samantha Lefkowitz, to Devin Barshay.

c

Mazel tov to Matt Tannenbaum on his 40th year owning The 
Bookstore in Lenox.

c

The heartiest of mazel tovs to Rebecca and Jessie Cook-Dubin 
and family on the birth of Evie Cook-Dubin.

c

Congratulations to Lisa and Eric Chamberlain, principals of 
the Chamberlain Group of Great Barrington, which was named 
2016 Small Business Exporter of the Year by the Massachusetts 
District of the United States Small Business Administration.

c

Mazel tov to Congregation Knesset Israel’s May/June b’nai 
mitzvah – Colby Lederman, Harrison Seeley, Talia Caine, Paige 
Wright, and Sol Sutter.

c

Mazel tov to Robin Brickman and Jeff Strait and parents Jar-
ed Hillel Strait and Jennie Pogorzala on the birth of Hazel Lillian 
Strait, who arrived on April 2.

c

 Congratulations to Sophie Lane, daughter of David Lane 
and Jenn Mattern, for being a presenter at the “Feminism in Art 
Showcase and Celebration” in North Adams. Sophie is a North 
Adams based singer-songwriter and the winner of Berkshire Idol 
2013.

c

Mazel tov to Dr. Caleb Strait after successfully defending his 
PhD thesis in Brain and Cognitive Science at University of Roch-
ester.

Mazel tov to Rabbi Max Roth on the premiere Zemer, a musi-
cal work based on Rabbi Roth’s melody realized by composer 
Paul Schoenfield. Yehuda Hanani (cello) and Michele Levin 
(piano) played the piece at the April 13 Close Encounters 
With Music at the Mahaiwe in Great Barrington.

Rabbi Roth with sons Joseph Roth of Great 
Barrington (left) and Michael Roth of San Francisco.

Paige with Christa Collier, director of 
Berkshire County Kids’ Place

Mazel tov and yashar koach to Paige Wright of Congregation 
Knesset Israel, whose philanthropic b’nai mitzvah project, “A 
Mitzvah for The Berkshire County Kids’ Place,” raised nearly 
$1,000 for the Pittsfield crisIs support organization. Paige, 
a 13-year-old student at BART Charter School in Adams, 
curated an exhibition and sale of paintings that were on 
display at Dottie’s Coffee Lounge in April.
 What did she learn? “That it’s not as easy as it looks to do 
this job. It’s the same job my mother does, and I didn’t think 
it would be this hard. I learned how to communicate better 
and how to man-
age my time.”
 What did she 
like best? “Raising 
money for some-
thing I believe in. 
I am blessed to 
have a happy and 
healthy family, 
and I feel fortu-
nate to be able 
to help out those 
who don’t.”
 What’s next? 
“Do it again next 
year!” 
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Traveling with Jewish Taste 
Jews for Cheeses!
By Carol Goodman Kaufman

Bourekas
Bourekas, baked and filled pastries, are a cross between the Turkish borek and 
the empanada that Sephardic immigrants brought with them to Turkey when 
they fled the Spanish Inquisition. Now one of Israel’s quintessential street 
foods, bourekas can be eaten out-of-hand while strolling down Ben Yehuda 
or Dizengoff, or as a meal served with salad, olives, and sour cream or plain 
yogurt.

Ingredients:
2 eggs
1 c. frozen spinach, drained well
1 c. crumbled feta cheese 
1 t. dried parsley
1 pinch garlic powder
1 pinch onion powder
1 pinch salt

1 pinch black pepper
1 (17.5 ounce) package frozen puff 

pastry, thawed to room tem-
perature

2 t. water
2 T. sesame seeds

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Coat cookie sheet with vegetable spray.
2. Beat 1 egg in a bowl, and mix in the cheese. Season with parsley, garlic 

powder, onion powder, salt, and pepper.
3. On a lightly floured surface, cut each sheet of puff pastry into 6 equal 

squares to give 12 squares in total. Beat the remaining egg with water 
in small bowl. Brush edges of each square lightly with egg wash. Place a 
heaping tablespoon of the spinach/cheese mixture in the center of each 
square. Fold pastry over the filling, and seal edges with a fork. Transfer to 
the prepared baking sheet, brush with remaining egg wash and sprinkle 
with sesame seeds.

4. Bake in the oven 30 minutes, or until golden brown. Serve immediately.

It’s almost Shavuot, so that means it’s time to start 
thinking of dairy foods to help us celebrate the spring 
festival. And what better way to include dairy on the 
holiday table than with cheese?

Ancient legend has it that an Arab merchant living 
some 4,000 years ago put his supply of milk into a 
pouch made from a sheep’s stomach as he set out on 
a journey across the desert. The rennet in the lining 
of the pouch, combined with the heat of the sun and 
the bouncing of the camel onto which the bag was tied, 
caused the milk to separate into curds and whey. After 
his long day of traveling, he was hungry and thirsty, 
and he was delighted to find that the whey satisfied his 

thirst, and the delicious curd – what we call cheese – satisfied his hunger. 
The ancient land of Israel was so active in cheese making that the 1st cen-

tury CE historian Josephus reported that the ravine separating Mount Moriah 
from Mount Zion in Jerusalem was called the “Valley of the Cheese Makers.” The 
western wall of the Temple Mount rose up from the bottom of this valley.

Unfortunately, cheese culture in the 
holy city, or in Israel in general, didn’t 
quite live up to the sobriquet for many 
years. In fact, when I lived in Jerusa-
lem, the corner makolet sold “yellow 
cheese” and “white cheese.” Aside from 
the totally uninspired names, those 
cheeses didn’t have much flavor. There 
were only a handful of other varieties 
available, including Bulgarit, a feta-like 
cheese, and of course, labneh, a staple 
on every mezze platter. Tzefatit, a salty 
sheep’s milk cheese, was the only 
one that could lay claim to historical 
authenticity, having been produced in 
the ancient northern city of Tzefat for 
centuries.

Luckily for us, the Valley has evolved 
into the Nation of the Cheeses, as small 
boutique dairies have revitalized the in-
dustry with quality cheeses made from 
cow, goat, and sheep’s milk. 

In fact, cheese has become so much 
a part of the Israeli diet that it was the 
subject of the great Cottage Cheese 
Boycott, a consumer-led protest against 
the continuing rise of food prices in the country. The boycott had its genesis in a 
governmental decision made in 2008. Because one particular dairy cooperative, 
Tnuva, controls more than 70% of the market, it is considered by Israeli law to be 
a monopoly. Therefore, the Antitrust Authority has the power to regulate prices 
to prevent price gouging. However, working on the theory that deregulation would 
foster competition and thereby reduce prices, the then finance minister, Avra-
ham Hirschson, decided that the government should stop regulating the price of 
cottage cheese. Unfortunately, just the opposite happened, and prices increased 

Carol Goodman Kaufman is a psychologist and author with a passion for travel 
and food. She is currently at work on a food history/cookbook, tracing the paths 
that some of our favorite foods have taken from their origins to appear on dinner 
plates and in cultural rites and artifacts around the world. She invites readers to 
read her blog at carolgoodmankaufman.com and to follow her on Twitter  
@goodmankaufman.

“Did he say, ‘Blessed are the cheese-makers?’” 

Bourekas

The location of the Tyropeon Valley (i.e., “Valley of the Cheese Makers”) in Jerusalem from a historical typographical map. The 
valley is now filled in with debris.

almost 50%. Hence, the boycott.
Organizers urged people to stop buying cottage cheese. Within a short time, 

100,000 users signed onto the protest on Facebook. As the protest gained follow-
ers, it sparked a public debate on the high cost of living in Israel, and led ulti-
mately to a drop in price.

Long fascinated by the process of cheese making, I have actually made goat 
cheese and labneh in my own kitchen (both super easy to do). But the really inter-
esting stuff requires a degree in food science. Cheese making is not a simpleton’s 
game; the bookshelves in a professional cheese maker’s office are lined with tomes 
on chemistry, microbiology, and food science. The interested amateur can order 
everything needed to embark on cheese making – from cultures to molds to salts 
– online.

Now we get to the subject of cheese and kashrut. Not surprisingly, there is a 
great deal of debate/confusion over what makes a cheese kosher. Some rabbis say 
that if the source of the rennet is a kosher species of animal and ritually slaugh-
tered under rabbinic supervision, that rennet may be used to turn milk into 
cheese. The fact that the rennet comes from an animal somehow doesn’t make it 
meat, which of course could not be combined with dairy. Other rabbis believe that 

animal-derived rennet has been so chemically altered that it no longer resembles 
the cow from which it came. Therefore, it is not considered a meat product, but it 
still requires a heksher. My own rabbi, citing the Conservative movement’s ruling, 
asserts that all domestic cheeses are kosher. 

Any way you slice it, cheese is a really delicious way to simultaneously cele-
brate Shavuot and get your calcium.
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Lexi Come Home
By Albert Stern

“Imagine a complete NCAA 
tournament bracket, and pic-
ture it with just one space filled 
in. That’s what 1/64th is.”

I was using the image to 
explain to my young son what 
had so upset me about the 
plight of young Lexi, a 6-year-
old girl who on March 21 was 
removed by court order from 
the California home of foster 
parents Rusty and Summer 
Page and their three children. 
She had lived there for four 
years, after her biological 
parents were deemed unfit to 
raise her. From all accounts, 
the child was devastated.

This is the part that really 
got me, though – the Califor-
nia Court of Appeals cited the 
Indian Child Welfare Act of 
1978 (ICWA), a federal law, as 
justification for removing Lexi, 
who is 1/64th (1.6 percent) 
Native American. The child 
is connected to the Choctaw 
Nation through her father, 
a registered member of the 
tribe. She is to be placed with 
a Utah couple that has taken 
in her biological sister, and 
whom she has met; another 
sister lives near to them, as 
well. However, this couple is 
not Native American, but is 
related to Lexi’s step-grandfa-
ther. The National Indian Child 
Welfare Association neverthe-
less opined: “The foster family 
was well aware years ago this 
girl is an Indian child, whose 
case is subject to the require-
ments of the Indian Child 
Welfare Act…In fact, the only 
surprising turn of events is the 
lengths the foster family has 
gone to, under the advice of 
an attorney with a long history 
of trying to overturn ICWA, to 
drag out litigation as long as 
possible, creating instability 
for the child in question.”

When I finished explaining, 
my son asked me: “So what 
part Indian am I?”

“About 1/32nd,” I an-
swered.

“And you?”
I told him I was in the 

Sweet Sixteen.

“So we’re Indians?” he 
asked.

“I guess we must be,” I 
said, and then we went back 
to eating our Shabbat dinner.

Notwithstanding that fan-
ciful centuries-old myth of the 
10 Lost Tribes of Israel being 
the original inhabitants of 
North America, Native Amer-
ican DNA does not abound 
in the genetic makeup of 
Hebrews like my son, whose 
unassailable Jewishness is de-
rived from his mother. Among 
Jews like me, who knows? I 
was born to an unwed gentile 
mother and adopted as an 
infant by a Jewish family, and 
found out about my Native 
American roots four years ago 
when I had my DNA tested. 

I have three big problems 
with the California court’s de-
cision. As a Jew, I am uneasy 
with the idea of my govern-
ment defining an individual’s 
racial identity by statute and 
then, facing political pressure 
by an interest group, using 
that identity as a pretext for 
taking control over her life. 
As an adoptee, I understand 
that family is a complex, fluid, 
and fragile high-stakes social 
arrangement, and the idea 
that government has used its 
power to wrench a child away 
from the only home she likely 
remembers on the grounds 
she is 1/64th Native Ameri-
can is heartbreaking. I would 
feel the same way about Lexi’s 
predicament even if she was 
63/64th Native American. 

Finally, as someone who 
counts among his dearest 
friends two couples (one same 
sex) who are Jewishly raising 
adopted children (one Ethio-
pian and the other Asian), I 
can imagine what it would be 
like if authorities showed up 
at their doorsteps with a court 
order to take their children 
on the grounds they be more 
properly raised according to 
African, Asian, or heterosexual 
traditions.

Issues of identity are par-
ticularly fraught in the current 

social climate, in which “iden-
tity” is often equated with “le-
gitimacy.” Every day, it seems, 
one encounters troubling sto-
ries like that the dreadlocked 
Caucasian college student 
accused of cultural appropri-
ation by an African-American 
student, and then assaulted. 
YouTube abounds in videos 
of possessors of the “wrong” 
identity being shouted down 
after expressing their views 
– pro-BDS and anti-Zionist 
protesters are particularly well 
represented in these kinds 
of clips. Certainly, particular 
types of identity may confer 
upon their possessors so-
cial cachet, or even practical 
advantage – one of our own 
US senators in Massachu-
setts is well known for having 
embraced a (tenuous) Native 
American connection, perhaps 
even parlaying it into some 
kind of career benefit in aca-
demia. 

Identity politics is a mine-
field that one enters at his or 
her peril these days – find a 
news story online about Lexi 
and check out the comments 
thread to see how vehement 
those on both sides of the 
issue have gotten - but I’ll 
take a chance and put one toe 
inside the danger zone with a 
personal anecdote.

Some time ago, I was 
talking with a rabbi after 
Shabbat service. I’d always 
been open with him about my 
genetic origins, which do not 
include a scintilla of recog-
nizably Jewish DNA – aside 
from the 6.5 percent Native 
American component of my 
makeup and genetic markers 
from Southern Europe and 
Circumpolar Finland (which 
probably has some connection 
to the Indian DNA), more than 
80 percent of my genes can 
be traced to the British Isles. 
Through family trees posted 
by my genetic matches in the 
Family Tree DNA database, 
I surmise that some of these 
American roots go back at 
least to Colonial Virginia in the 
mid-1600s.

My rabbi knows this, but to 
him, I am a shayner Yid. So I 
was not exactly prepared when 
he asked me why, when I am 
called up to the Torah, the 
name I use is Avraham Dovid 
ben Chaim, which is to say 
Abraham David son of Chaim, 
my adoptive father’s name. I 

asked him why wouldn’t I? He 
said it was because it would 
be customary for me to say 
Avraham Dovid ben Avraham 
(son of the patriarch Abraham) 
because, as he put it, “you 
are a ger” – which is the word 
denoting a convert, but that 
literally translates as “strang-
er” or “sojourner.”

Unaware of the custom, I 
was taken aback. “Um, I guess 
because until this moment,” 
I answered, “I never really 
thought of myself as a ger.” I 
was not upset or made inse-
cure by his comment, howev-
er. I guess when you get right 
down to it, a ger is just what I 
am, notwithstanding the fact 
that the sole consciousness 
I possess – cultural, familial, 
emotional, spiritual, and psy-
chic – is of an Ashkenazi Jew. 
I feel connected to the history 
of the Jews, which has noth-
ing to do with me, in a way 
I will never feel connected to 
the story of America, though 
I can trace my roots back to 
its earliest original and British 
settlers. 

My rabbi apologized if he 
had offended me – it’s the kind 
of thing people get offended 
about, he said. No doubt, the 
word “stranger,” as well as 
“convert,” registered when he 
said “ger,” but I was not in the 
least offended, and told him 
that. I knew his commitment 
to my Jewish journey is sin-
cere, and his thoughts about 
the matter were the product of 
his understanding of halacha.

His choice of words did, 
however, cause me to rumi-
nate a bit about my Jewish 
identity and motivations. The 
conclusion I came to is that I 
practice the faith not because 
I’m looking for identity, but 
rather because I’m looking a 
way to approach matters of 
ultimate concern. If Juda-
ism is a path that in some 
ways chose me, it is also one 
I choose. But in the end, I’m 
after something much larger 
than identity. 

Lexi is a 6-year-old child 
who was taken from foster 
care, where she was fortunate 
to find shelter in a home with 
people who love her and cared 
well for her. To love and be 
loved is the matter of ulti-
mate concern for a 6-year-old 
child. Her purpose in being 
here is not to be a proper 
American Indian or to be an 

agent through which historical 
wrongs are redressed, no more 
than it is mine or my son’s 
– she is here to be nurtured, 
supported, and made strong 
and useful by being loved by 
a family. She was taken away 
from those who gave her love 
by our government owing to an 
identity imposed upon her by 
1/64th of her genetic makeup, 
a happenstance of fate. 

 In this era of expansive, 
intrusive, and centralizing 
bureaucracy, we are accus-
tomed to stories of govern-
ment working in ways that are 
pointless and brutish. And 
while I understand the sen-
sitivities engendered by the 
historical injustices experi-
enced by my Native American 
brothers and sisters, I have to 
say the single-minded cal-
lousness of American Indian 
authorities rankles. Opined 
representatives of the Choctaw 
Nation in a statement: “The 
Pages were always aware that 
the goal was to place Lexi with 
her family, and her permanent 
placement has been delayed 
due to the Pages’ opposition to 
the Indian Child Welfare Act. 
We believe that following the 
Choctaw Nation’s values is in 
Lexi’s best interest.”

Choctaw Nation values? 
I’m sure they do a world of 
good for enrolled members of 
the tribe who choose to live 
them, but they also seem to 
encompass wrenching a little 
girl from a place of safety and 
depositing her into a world 
of social workers, bureau-
crats, institutions, lawyers, 
and strangers – all in the 
service of “identity.” Not only 
that, I’ll venture a guess that 
opposition to the Indian Child 
Welfare Act is not the Pages’ 
primary motivation.

In this era of rancorous 
discourse about identity and 
about what precise moral 
authority it may or may not 
confer, I wonder where I might 
derive the privilege to express 
how I feel about the forces that 
marshaled to remove Lexi from 
the Pages’ home.

 Is it as a ger, a stranger, 
who understands the experi-
ence of having his historical 
identity subsumed into a 
divergent culture, and can yet 
say, “Nu, that should be my 
biggest problem”?

Is it as an adoptee raised, 
with an adopted sister, by par-
ents not biologically their own, 
and can testify that family is 
created by love and not by 
blood? Is it as someone who 
cares deeply about his close 
friends’ multiracial Jewish 
families?

Is it as a US citizen, trou-
bled that his government is 
using its power to enforce a 
statute with a rationale that 
is patently racialist? Is it as a 
Jew, for the same reason, but 
with a darker undertone?

 Is it as a Native American? 
Is it as the father of a Native 
American child?

How about this? I find it 
objectionable on every level. 

Send the little girl home.

Visit www.SaveOurLexi.com to 
learn more.

Rusty Page prepares to turn over Lexi to the government on  
March 21
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Calendar – Ongoing Events
Around the Community

Continuous – Chabad of the Berkshires 
“Smile on Seniors,” or “S.O.S.,” volunteer 
program to serve senior citizens in the 
Berkshires. Information for families who 
can benefit and volunteers: Rabbi Levi 
Volovik at (413) 499-9899 or visit www.
jewishberkshires.com.

New England Holocaust Institute & 
Museum – Artifacts from the collection of 
founder Darrell English are now on view 
at the Adams Free Library, 92 Park Street, 
Adams, telephone (413) 743-8345. Mr. 
English remains available to bring selections 
from his collection of Holocaust artifacts to 
presentations for organizations, schools, 
and private functions. To schedule offsite 
presentations, call Ed Udel at (413) 446-
8409.

Monthly – Ruthie’s Lunch Bunch meets 
at Congregation Beth Israel, or a local 
restaurant. Call for details. Congregation 
Beth Israel, 53 Lois Street, North Adams. 
Information: (413) 663-5830.

Monthly, fourth or fifth Sunday – 
Volunteers from Congregation Beth Israel, 
53 Lois Street, North Adams “Take and Eat” 
program cook, package, and deliver hot 
meals for all North Adams clients of “Meals 
on Wheels.” Information: (413) 663-5830 
or office@cbiweb.org.

Monthly – One Monday a month (date 
varies according to length of book), the 
CBI Book Discussion Group meets at Con-
gregation Beth Israel at 7:00 a.m. Check 
the CBI Newsletter for current books and 
schedule. Information: Chaim Bronstein at 
(917) 609-6732.

Sundays (second of each month) – 
Berkshire Hills Society of Israeli Philatelists 
meet. Discuss Israeli and American stamps. 
Coffee and donuts. Information: Ed Helitzer, 
(413) 447-7622, daytime.

Sundays, 10:15 a.m. (Approximately 
every six weeks) – Congregation Aha-
vath Sholom Book Club. Contact Diana 
Richter at drpajama1@gmail.com for titles, 
dates, and location. On April 10, the group 
discusses “All The Light We Cannot See” by 
Anthony Doerr at Great Barrington Bagel 
Company, 777 Main Street. 

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. (every seven 
weeks) – Congregation Ahavath Sholom’s 
“Bagels and Brainstorms.” Contact Guy 
Pancer, GPancer2@sbcglobal.net or (860) 
435-2821 for topic and location.

Sunday, June 26, 10:30 a.m. – People 
of the Book Club: Rabbi Neil Hirsch will 
discuss one of his favorite books, “Walking a 
Literary Labyrinth: A Spirituality of Reading, 
”by Nancy Malone. Malone is an Ursuline 
Nun who draws from diverse sources, both 
spiritual and secular. She invites readers to 
consider the influence of reading in our 
own lives, how and why particular books 
stay with us, how they shape us, and how 
they enlarge our humanity. Copies of the 
book can be purchased for a discount from 
the Bookloft in Great Barrington. Informa-
tion: (413) 528-6378.

Monday, May 23, 7 p.m. – CBI Book 
Group this month will discuss Isaac Babel’s 
“Autobiographical Stories.” Janneke von 
de Stadt, a Professor of Russian at Williams 
College, will introduce and discuss these 
wonderful stories. A packet containing 
these stories (67 pages) can be obtained 
(for $6.70) by contacting Jack Hockridge 
at office@cbiweb.org. An electronic copy 
is available, as well.

Monday, June 6, screening 5-7:00 
p.m., discussion from 7-8 p.m. – 
Hevreh Jewish Film Series: “The Front.” 
When a blacklisted screenwriter (Michael 
Murphy) asks restaurant cashier Howard 
Prince (Woody Allen) to sell a script under 
his own name, Howard becomes a “front” 
for several blacklisted writers. But after 
he witnesses the social destruction of a 
comedian (Zero Mostel), Howard sees the 
corruption of McCarthyism and decides 
to do something to make a difference. 
Facilitator: Steve Schreier. Be prepared to 
explore and discuss reactions to all facets 
of the movie, specifically Jewish themes. 
Free. Contact Hinda Bodinger (413) 528-
3280 hindacbodinger@gmail.com 

Tuesdays, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. – 
Torah Portion of the Week study group at 
Congregation Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road, 
Pittsfield. Facilitator Myrna Hammerling 
guides the group through the triennial 
cycle, year-round in the K.I. Library. New-
comers always welcome to this gathering 
of students of diverse ages, backgrounds, 
and perspectives who search together to 
deepen understanding of our foundational 
text. Free. Information: (413) 445-4872, 
ext. 16. 

Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. – “Beginner He-
brew” Learn to speak Hebrew from a native 
Israeli with Esther Benari-Altmann at Temple 
Anshe Amunim, 26 Broad Street, Pittsfield. 
Open to the community at large. Regis-
tration, full information: (413) 442-5910, 
extension 12, or eba@ansheamumim.org.

Wednesdays, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
– optional meditation 11:30 a.m. to noon 
– “Yoga @ KI” with instructor Jane Rosen 
at Congregation Knesset Israel social hall, 
16 Colt Road, Pittsfield. $5 per class for 
Knesset Israel members; $10 for non-mem-
bers. Open to the public. Information: Jane 
Rosen at (413) 464-0173 or janerosen@
berkshire.rr.com.

Wednesdays, from 10:30 to 11:30 
a.m. – Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, 
270 State Road, Great Barrington, offers 
“an hour of morning stillness” with Nina 
Lipkowitz, a certified Kripalu Yoga Teacher. 
Donation of $10 is asked for from non-mem-
bers. Information: (413) 528-6378.

Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m. – Explore 
the stories behind the story of the weekly 
Torah portion at Tea and Torah, at Chabad 
of the Berkshires, 450 South Street, Pitts-
field MA. Led by Sara Volovik, the course 
is intended to outline a spiritual road map 
for day to day life. Using the weekly Torah 
portion as a starting point, participants will 
learn from the Talmud, Midrash, and Cha-
sidic masters, as well as from the insights 
of others in the class. The course is free 
of charge, and no prior background in 
Hebrew or the subject matter is necessary.

Wednesdays at 6:15 p.m. – “Con-
versational He-
brew”. Practice 
speaking Hebrew 
with native Israeli 
Esther Benari-Al-
tmann, Temple 
Anshe Amunim, 
26 Broad Street, 
Pittsfield. Open to 
the community at 
large. Information 
and registration: 

(413) 442-5910 ext. 12 or eba@anshean-
umim.org.

Wednesdays starting June 1, 7- 9 p.m. 
for 10 weeks – The B’Shalom Chorale 
begins rehearsals at Hevreh for its August 
10 concert. Contact Cantor Emily Sleeper 
Mekler at (413) 531-8706 or email BShalom-
Chorale@gmail.com. Chorale dues: $50. 

Thursdays, from 10:45 a.m. to 12 
p.m. – The Book of Kings, with Rabbi Da-
vid Weiner. This class explores this literary 
chronicle of the history, ideas and per-
sonalities of Ancient Israel.  Wide-ranging 
discussions explore themes that arise from 
the text and our encounter with it.  Please 
bring your own copy of Tanakh to the KI 
Library. Information and Schedule: (413) 
445-4872.

Thursdays (fourth of each month) – 
Hadassah Book Club. For times, locations 
of meetings, and further information about 
the books: Roz Kolodny at (413) 243-2077 
or rozlk@yahoo.com.

Thursdays at 6:15 p.m. – “Intermedi-
ate Hebrew,” with Esther Benari-Altmann. 
Teens and adults join together for lively 
study of Modern Hebrew with an expert 
instructor. Temple Anshe Amunim, 26 Broad 
Street, Pittsfield. Open to the community at 
large. Information and registration: (413) 
442-5910, ext. 12 or eba@ansheanumim.
org.

Fridays, last of month, time varies 
with candle lighting – Chabad of the 
Berkshires’ “Friday Night Live,” traditional 
Kabbalat Shabbat service. Information: 
(413) 499-9899 or visit www.jewishberk-
shires.com. 

Fridays, at 9:00 a.m. – Meditation with 
Rabbi Rachel Barenblat in the Congregation 
Beth Israel sanctuary, 53 Lois Street, North 
Adams, overlooking the Berkshire moun-
tains. Silence, chanting, and meditation 
designed to help prepare for Shabbat. All 
welcomed. Information: (413) 663-5830 
and www.cbiweb.org.

Fridays, usually first of each month 
at 5:30 p.m. (followed by a family 
style Shabbat dinner at 6:15 p.m.) 
– Congregation Knesset Israel, 16 Colt 
Road, Pittsfield. Shirei Shabbat (“Songs of 
Shabbat”). Unique service combines mel-
odies from Carlebach, Debbie Friedman, 
and Camp Ramah to create a ruach filled 
(“spirited”) family friendly experience. Cost 
$18 per adult, $36 family maximum. Din-
ner reservations are due by the Monday 
before services. Full information: (413) 
445-4872, ext 11. 

Friday, April 8, 5:30 p.m. – Temple 
Anshe Amunim offers monthly Family 
Shabbat services led by Religious School 
students and invite all interested 
families in the community to join. 

A dinner in the social hall will follow. Ser-
vices feature some prayer in Hebrew, short 
readings in English, and songs, and are 
designed for families with preschool and 
elementary school-aged children. Older 
and younger siblings are welcome. The 
cost of the dinner is $5 per person, with a 
maximum of $20 for families. Reservations 
are required for dinner and can be made by 
calling the Temple Anshe Amunim office at 
(413) 442-5910 or emailing TempleOffice@
AnsheAmunim.org. 

Saturdays from 9:00-10:00 a.m. 
(When Congregation Knesset Israel’s 
Hebrew school classes are in session.) 
– Facilitator Judith Weiner guides a journey 
though Jewish texts on justice. All texts 
will be presented in English translation. 
Winter: Mapping Jewish language onto 
contemporary American politics. Spring: 
Focus on issues. In the KI Library, 16 Colt 
Road, Pittsfield.

Saturdays at 9:30 a.m. – “Torah Plus: 
Exploring Jewish Text and Culture.” Join 
Rabbi Josh Breindel for a conversation 
based on the texts of the Jewish people and 
reflection on what it means to be Jewish. All 
texts are offered in English. Temple Anshe 
Amunim, 26 Broad Street, Pittsfield. Free. 
Open to the public. Information (413) 442-
5910 or templeoffice@ansheamunim.org.

Congregation Knesset Israel
16 Colt Road,  
Pittsfield
ONGOING MINYANS
Sunday ............. 8:45 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
Tuesday ................................... 7 p.m.
Friday ............... 7 a.m. and 5:45 p.m.
Saturday, 9:30 a.m. and evenings  

approximately 30 minutes before sunset

CANDLE-LIGHTING 
Friday, May 20 .........................7:58 p.m.
Friday, May 27 .........................8:02 p.m.
Friday, June 3 ..........................8:07 p.m.
Friday, June 10 ........................8:12 p.m.
Saturday, June 11  

(Erev Shavuot) ....................9:12 p.m.
Sunday, June 12  

(Shavuot) ............................9:13 p.m.
Monday, June 13  

(Havdalah)  .........................9:13 p.m.
Friday, June 17 ........................8:15 p.m.
Friday, June 24 ........................8:16 p.m.

See “Berkshire Jewish Congregations and  
Organizations” on page 26 for information on 
all regularly scheduled services in the area. 
Contact a congregation directly if you wish to 
arrange an unscheduled minyan.

413-298-1029
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Preoccupied with Catastrophe –  
Jim Shepard, on his novel The Book 
of Aron
By Tela Zasloff

Jim Shepard has written seven 
novels and four story collections, and 
has won numerous awards. The Book 
of Aron. A Novel was the Winner of the 
American Library Association Sophie 
Brody Medal for Achievement in Jewish 
Literature and a finalist for the Jew-
ish Book Award. He teaches creative 
writing and film at Williams College 
and lives in Williamstown with his wife 
Karen Shepard, three children and two 
beagles. He spoke with Tela Zasloff, 
editor of the Greylock Independent, in 
which this story first appeared.

WILLIAMSTOWN – Jim Shepard came 
to writing his seventh novel, The Book 
of Aron (2015), through a lifetime 
preoccupation with manmade catastro-
phe. He explains, “I’ve always focused 
on issues of complicity with power, in 
various forms and in political terms, 
the notion of how you get on a slippery 
slope when you find yourself in a dif-
ficult situation and start doing things 
you’d rather not be doing.” The Book of 
Aron is a Holocaust story about a pe-
culiar, unhappy, misfit little boy who, 
with his family, is forced by the Nazis 
to move into the Warsaw Ghetto, and 
his attempts to survive. 

Shepard’s interest in such a sto-
ry began with his steady reading, 
since childhood, about the Holocaust, 
including one of its heroes, Januscz 
Korczak, whose ghetto diary Shepard 
owns. Korczak was one of the primary 
educational reformers of the 20th cen-
tury, who liberalized children’s educa-
tion and health care and was a famous 
pediatrician, best-selling author of chil-
dren’s books and a children’s Declara-
tion of Rights, and popular radio show 
host. In his final days, he was director 
of the Warsaw Ghetto orphanage and 
marched with all the children to their 
deaths in Treblinka. 

Shepard explains why he chose 
deliberately as his protagonist the 
miserable little boy, Aron, not the 
real-life hero, Korczak. “I have a real 
wariness about putting, at the center of 
my fiction, spectacularly great human 
beings. How do you dramatize a saint; 
what is the commensurate conflict in 
that? But I reread Korczak’s ghetto 
diary, and came across a story of a 
boy whose mother was dying, who told 
her son, ‘I’m going to stay alive long 
enough to get you into that orphan-
age.’ Even though she had typhus, 
she miraculously stayed alive month 
after month until finally Korczak told 
her there was an opening for her son, 
and she said, ‘Thank god,’ and died. 
But her son blamed Korczak for her 
death. So I thought, what would it be 
like to be that boy, who couldn’t fully 
appreciate someone who was saving 
his life. That’s a good way of getting at 
a saint—someone who is predisposed 
against the saint in some way, but is 
won over.” 

And why make Aron a social misfit, 
always reprimanded by his family for 
being selfish and uncaring, awkward 

and unresponsive (an uncle calls 
him “Sh’maya,” a warning that God 
is watching him)? Because “once the 
Nazis turned the social order upside 
down, it was exactly those people who 
were on the margins, the outsiders in 
the Jewish community, who were in 
the best position to survive. If I make 
your situation so that you can’t buy 
food, you’d better make friends with 
smugglers, who can avoid the laws 
of the land, because these laws are 
designed to destroy you. Raymond 
Chandler’s line on that is ‘Paranoia is 
simply total awareness.’” Shepard ex-
plains that he has had experience with 
Aron’s kind of personality—a lot of his 
fellow high school students were on the 

fringes, outsiders. Their teachers did a 
lot of what Polish teachers were doing 
with their Jewish, and sometimes 
other, students: they categorized them 
early. Aron was told so often that he 
thinks only of himself, that he comes to 
accept it, although puzzled about what 
he is supposed to do to change.

In discussing the rescuer mentality 
exhibited by Korczak, 
Shepard comments 
that writing a book like 
this teaches you that 
altruism has several 
parts, some of it is 
kindness, some of it 
is empathy, some of 
it is a version of what 
a cynic would call 
selfishness, that you 
need to do this for your 
own reasons. One of 
Korczak’s inner compo-
nents was “a messianic 
fervor” that left him 

no energy for anyone else, including 
those working faithfully with him for 
decades. 

“Goodness does set an example,” 
says Shepard. “When you’re around 
kindness and compassion long enough, 
you begin to realize there’s a useful 
aspect to kindness and compassion, 
and you would like to model that be-
havior yourself. So what you’re seeing 
at the end as a way of combating the 
bleakness of a story like this one is, 
somebody internalizing selflessness, 
internalizing the idea that sacrifice 
for somebody else is, in fact, a very 
good idea. Aron is willing to sacrifice 
himself for this man. What pleased me 
about that design is, that was always 
Korczak’s central mission—he wanted 
to save a child.”

After describing the writing task he 
set himself—to speak in the language 
and voice of a young inarticulate boy 
who yet has a child’s wisdom about the 
world, to reproduce the gritty details 
and cynicism and dehumanization of 

Jim Shepard

SUMMER MEMBERSHIPS $25 
JUNE—AUGUST

The Legacy of American Slavery  •  Japan’s Constitution

From Page to Stage: Four Plays from the 2016 Theatre Season 

Science Conversations  •  Shakespeare’s Comedies on Film

Challenge & Opportunity in Today’s Latin America

Voices from the Grave: Spoon River, Poetry and Performance

Introduction to Medical Cannabis

Quilts as Voices of Community and Conscience

Violence in America  •  Today’s Headlines

Creative Visions: Four Berkshire Artist Studios

How on Earth Did We Get Here?
The Chaotic Politics of 2016

and join us for the 
Mona Sherman Memorial Lecture

Featuring author and TIME columnist Joe Klein

 

FREE  |  6PM  |  FRIDAY • MAY 27 

THE MAHAIWE | GREAT BARRINGTON 

  
sponsored in part by Berkshire Gas Co. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Enjoy lively courses, distinguished lectures, trips, and special events 
designed especially by and for people over 50 in the Berkshires!

 

SUMMER COURSES JUNE 1–29 
in Pittsfield, Lenox, and Great Barrington

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Partners in Education with Williams College
Bard College at Simon’s Rock  • Mass. College of Liberal Arts (MCLA)

Request a FREE CATALOG  
olli@berkshirecc.edu 413-236-2190 or read it 

online at berkshireolli.org 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

BOOK OF ARON,  
continued on page 27

“Goodness does set an example. 

When you’re around kindness and 

compassion long enough, you begin 

to realize there’s a useful aspect to 

kindness and compassion, and you 

would like to model that behavior 

yourself.”
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Israeli Audiences Warm to Home-Grown Horror Movies
By Ben Sales 

“Hell has three gates: one in the desert, one in the sea, and one in 
Jerusalem” (Tractate Eruvin). From the trailer of the Israeli horror 
film JeruZalem. 
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TEL AVIV (JTA) — On an 
army base in northern Israel, 
a scrawny nerd with glasses 
shakily patrols in the dead of 
night. Suddenly he’s am-
bushed by a group of militants 
in kaffiyehs, and he’s forced to 
fight for his life, using every-
thing from a gun to a knife 
to a desk lamp, until he’s left 
with blood dripping down his 
face.

This isn’t the most recent 
flare-up in the Israeli terror 
wave. It’s a scene from the 
recent horror film Freak Out, 
starring Itay Zvolon — who is 
famous in Israel for a self-pro-
duced comic viral video — as 
an inexperienced soldier fight-
ing a gory caricature of Israe-
lis’ worst nightmare: faceless 
terrorists out for blood.

The horror-comedy is the 
latest in a string of such mov-
ies from Israel, many of which 
add a local twist to the genre. 
Since 2010, Israeli filmmak-
ers have pumped out at least 
nine fright films ranging from 
zombie flicks to psychological 
thrillers that typically feature 
over-the-top, campy takes on 
the real-life violence facing 
Israelis.

“These are fears from Israeli 
culture and Israeli society,” 
said Boaz Armoni, director of 
Freak Out, which was released 
in October. “Being scared of 
Arabs, for example. It’s not a 
movie about a strong, heroic 
army. It’s about a small, cow-
ardly soldier in a dangerous 
place.”

During its first six decades, 
Israel’s film industry produced 
only a few horror films, focus-

ing instead on comedic satires 
of Israeli society and art-house 
dramas.

The turn toward horror, 
filmmakers say, reflects a shift 
away from the prestigious 
indie films that have char-
acterized recent Israeli cine-
ma — like Waltz with Bashir 
and Ajami, both of which 
were nominated for Academy 
Awards — and toward movies 
with more mass appeal.

“Our first movie was a 
heavy art-house film, got all 
the best reviews, the biggest 
festivals, all the olive branches 
— but no one came to see this 
movie,” said Doron Paz, who 
with his brother Yoav co-di-
rected 2010’s Phobidilia, about 
a recluse soon to be forced out 
of his apartment.

The Paz brothers then di-
rected the 2015 zombie movie 
JeruZalem. The film follows 
three American tourists out 
to see Jerusalem, only to find 
themselves fleeing a zombie 
uprising as the Old City’s 
gates close on them.

“Now what we’re beginning 
to understand is that we need 
to think commercially,” Paz 
said. “We’re not making movies 
for critics. We’re making mov-
ies for viewers.”

The first in this wave of 
Israeli horror movies, 2010’s 
Rabies, saw four friends lost 
in a forest on a hike encoun-
tering unsavory characters, 
including a psychopathic killer 
and corrupt policeman.

The movie received an 
88 percent rating on Rotten 
Tomatoes, the review aggre-
gating website. It succeeded, 

said producer Chilik Michaeli, 
because in typical Israeli fash-
ion, directors Aharon Keshales 
and Navot Papushado didn’t 
feel bound by horror’s accept-
ed rules.

“They took the genre and 
took it apart,” Michaeli said. 
“In horror films, common 
knowledge is that the coward 
dies first. In Rabies, the cow-
ard is left alive. They’re playing 
with the rules. They’re build-
ing something new.”

The films also don’t shy 
away from uniquely Israe-
li topics. In 2013’s Big Bad 
Wolves, also from Keshales 
and Papushado, dueling Israeli 
security veterans set out to 
find the head of a murdered 
girl. Cannon Fodder, from the 
same year, features Israeli 
soldiers fighting zombies in 
Lebanon. The zombie uprising 

in JeruZalem takes place on 
Yom Kippur.

“You’ve seen [movies about] 
resurrection of the dead in 
every city, but the most logical 
city for it to begin in is Jeru-
salem,” Paz said, referring to 
the city’s religious cachet. “It 
has to be through the Israeli, 
Middle Eastern prism.”

Current events have also 
given Israelis a taste for hor-
ror, Armoni said. Surrounded 
by blood and gore in the news 
and in their lives, he said, 
Israelis can find an escape in 
movies that caricature vio-
lence.

“There’s something very vi-
olent in the day to day, in the 
street,” he said. “[But] violence 
in entertainment is liberating. 
It’s not real. It can free up 
tensions.”

Another reason for the ris-

ing popularity of horror films 
in Israel? They’re typically 
made on tight budgets.

Israeli star Lior Ashkenazi 
has acted in Keshales and 
Papushado’s films, but many 
of the other Israeli horror 
actors have been relative un-
knowns. JeruZalem was filmed 
in a shaky “point-of-view” 
style on a budget of $250,000. 
Freak Out cost less than 
$150,000 to make.

“It allows you to work with 
the same tools as filmmakers 
in the rest of the world,” said 
Yoav Paz, Doron’s brother and 
co-director. “You’re not com-
peting in Hollywood with the 
most expensive lenses and 
cameras.”

But Israeli horror directors 
will be heading to Hollywood 
soon. The renowned filmmaker 
Quentin Tarantino said Big 
Bad Wolves was his favorite 
film of 2013. 

In March, it was reported 
that MGM and Paramount 
have tapped Keshales and 
Papushado to direct a remake 
of Death Wish, the 1974 film 
about a vigilante killer, star-
ring Bruce Willis.

“Everyone talks about Is-
raeli talent and Israeli stories,” 
Michaeli said. “Why should it 
stop with drama? Why can’t 
it go to other genres? It’s not 
embarrassing anymore to say 
you want to do a horror movie. 
It’s kosher.”

Big Bad Wolves is available 
on Netflix and Amazon Video. 
Rabies and JeruZalem are 
available on Amazon Video. 
Watch the trailers!

Summer Sounds – Jewish Music Festival 
Returns for 7th Season

Paul Green

Once again this summer, 
clarinetist Paul Green will be 
bringing compelling musical 
programs to venues through-
out the Berkshires during “A 
Summer Celebration of Jewish 
Music.” Now in its 7th season, 
this popular series will feature 
concerts and talks 
designed to deep-
en knowledge and 
appreciation of the 
rich Jewish musical 
tradition.

Fresh off the 
release of his jazz/
klezmer fusion CD 
with Two Worlds, 
Music Coming To-
gether, Green will be 
taking a closer look 
at the cross-cultural 
pollination between 
the Jewish and 
African-American 
composers and mu-
sicians. He’ll deliver 
the “The Jewish/ 
African-American 
Connection: Lecture/
Performance” on Sunday, 
June 19, at 4 p.m. at the Le-
nox Public Library. 

“Jewish music and African 
American music have flour-
ished in the United States 
during the 20th and 21st cen-
turies,” says Green, “although 

both cultures faced problems 
in adapting to life in the 
United States. There has been 
stress and conflict between the 
two communities but collab-
oration and common ground, 
as well.”

He adds: “Many of the great 

Jewish musicians, Benny 
Goodman being one example, 
learned a great deal about 
jazz from African American 
jazz artists. Jewish composers 
such as Irving Berlin, George 
Gershwin, and Jerome Kern, 
in turn, wrote many of the 

songs in the Great American 
Songbook. These songs were 
taken by African American jazz 
musicians, and made into jazz 
standards. Jewish music and 
jazz are quite different from 
each other, but each genre is 
highly emotional, and ex-

presses deep human 
feelings. It is my hope 
that cooperation will 
win out over conflict. 
“ 

He says that the 
program will be a lec-
ture and discussion, 
with live and record-
ed music, about simi-
larities and differenc-
es between Jewish 
and African-American 
music, and how they 
have influenced each 
other. For more in-
formation about this 
free event, call (413) 
637-0197.

Other Events:
“Sephardic 

Songs, Andre Previn, and 
More” – Thursday, June 2 
at 7:30 p.m. at Hevreh of 
Southern Berkshire. World-re-
nowned Sephardic singer Sar-
ah Aroeste (whose children’s 
album Ora de Despertar was 
recently released) joins the 

festival in an exciting program 
of Sephardic songs. Williams 
College Artists in Residence 
Joanna Kurkowicz, violin, 
and Doris Stevenson, piano, 
will also join co-directors Paul 
Green and Bob Scherr in excit-
ing works by Andre Previn, 
Darius Milhaud, and more. 
Tickets are $25. For more in-
formation, call Hevreh at (413) 
528-6378

“Klezmer Favorites” – On 
Sunday, June 5 at 3:00 p.m. 
Temple Anshe Amunim will 
host Klezmer East for a con-
cert of beloved klezmer favor-
ites mixed with contemporary 
klezmer music and Yiddish 
theatre tunes. The concert is 
$20 per ticket and is open to 
the community.

With Klezmer East, Green 
has assembled has some of 
the best klezmer musicians 
in the area. Keyboardist Alan 
Gold is the music director of 
Temple Anshe Amunim and 
has a vast knowledge of and 
experience with Jewish music 
of all types. Saxophonist/flut-
ist Charles Tokarz is a veteran 
of the klezmer group The Kna-
dles, and is one of the most 
prominent woodwind artists 
in the Berkshires. Drummer 
William Chapman is a noted 
pedagogue as well as per-

former, teaching in the North 
Adams area.

For more information, con-
tact the Temple Anshe Amu-
nim office at (413) 442-5910, 
email templeoffice@ 
ansheamunim.org or visit 
www.ansheamunim.org.  
Tickets are $20.

A Summer Celebration of 
Jewish Music is supported by 
grants from the Jewish Fed-
eration of the Berkshires, the 
Harold Grinspoon Foundation, 
and the Wassermann-Streit 
Y’DIYAH Memorial Fund of the 
Berkshire Taconic Community 
Foundation.

For information, call  
(561) 302-5816, or email: 
info@paulgreenmusic.com

Sarah Aroeste



 Page 26 Berkshire Jewish Voice   •   jewishberkshires.org May 15 to June 30, 2016  

WORLD AND NATIONAL NEWS

Welcome to the
Jewish Berkshires
Everyone is welcome to attend  
services and events at any of the  
organizations listed here.

Please call the organizations
directly to confirm service times
or to inquire about membership.

Learn more about our Jewish
community and find great
events on the community
calendar at:

JEWISHBERKSHIRES.ORG
________________________

Berkshire Minyan
Lay-led egalitarian minyan
held at Hevreh of Southern
Berkshire, 270 State Rd.,
Great Barrington, MA
(413) 229-3618, berkshireminyan.org
Services: Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

Berkshire Hills Hadassah
P.O. Box 187, Pittsfield, MA
(413) 443-4386,
Berkshirehillshadassah@gmail.com

B’nai B’rith Lodge, No. 326

Chabad of the Berkshires
450 South St., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 499-9899,
jewishberkshires.com
Check website for service times and 
locations.

Congregation Ahavath Sholom
Reconstructionist
North St., Great Barrington, MA
(413) 528-4197, ahavathsholom.com
Services: Fridays at 5:30 p.m.,
Saturdays at 10 a.m.
Call to confirm services

Congregation Beth Israel
Reform
53 Lois St., North Adams, MA
(413) 663-5830, cbiweb.org
Services: Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

Congregation Knesset Israel
Conservative
16 Colt Rd., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 445-4872, knessetisrael.org
Services: Fridays at 5:45 p.m.,
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

Hevreh of Southern Berkshire
Reform
270 State Rd., Great Barrington, MA 
(413) 528-6378, hevreh.org
Services: Fridays 7:30 p.m., except  
first Friday of month, 6 p.m.,
Saturdays, Torah Study at 9 a.m.,
services at 10 a.m. Call to confirm.

Israel Philatelist Society
c/o Rabbi Harold Salzmann
24 Ann Dr., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 442-4312

Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
196 South St., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 442-4360 jewishberkshires.org

Jewish War Veterans
Commander Robert Waldheim 
(413) 822-4546, sellit4@aol.com

RIMON – A Collaborative  
Community for Jewish Spirituality
PO Box 502, Great Barrington, MA
(413) 274-1034, rimonberkshires.org

Temple Anshe Amunim
Reform
26 Broad St., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 442-5910, ansheamunim.org
Services: Fridays at 5:30 p.m.,
Saturdays, Torah Study at 9:30 a.m., 
services at 10:45 a.m.

BEYOND THE BERKSHIRES

Congregation Anshe Emeth
Conservative
240 Joslen Blvd., Hudson, NY
(518) 828-6848,
congregationansheemeth.net
Services: Fridays at 7:30 p.m.,  
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

Congregation Beth El
107 Adams St., Bennington, VT
(802) 442-9645, cbevermont.org
Services: Saturdays at 10 a.m.

Nassau Jewish Community 
Center & Synagogue
Route 20, Box 670, Nassau, NY
(518) 766-9831
nassausynagogue.org
Services: Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

Temple Israel of Catskill
Reform 
220 Spring St., Catskill, NY
(518) 943-5758,
templeisraelofcatskill.org.

The Chatham Synagogue
Route 28, Box 51, Chatham, NY
(518) 392-0701, 
chathamsynagogue.org
Services: Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

BERKSHIRE JEWISH CONGREGATIONS & ORGANIZATIONS

These may be America’s Proudest Shabbos Goys
By Urel Heilman

NEW YORK (JTA) – For Samir 
Patel, the term “goy” is no slur. 
It’s a point of pride.

Patel is a manager of Su-
hag Wine & Liquors, a fami-
ly-owned business in the heav-
ily Orthodox neighborhood of 
Kew Gardens Hills, in Queens. 
He’s a Hindu immigrant from 
India, but the vast majority 
of his customers are religious 
Jews, and nearly all the wine 
and spirits he sells are kosher.

Saturday is the store’s 
slowest day for sales, but 
there’s another service Pa-
tel provides that makes him 
indispensable: He’s a Shabbos 
goy. He even has a sign on the 
door advertising that fact.

“Shabbos Goy,” the signs 
says. “If you need help on 
Shabbos, please ask us.”

In Orthodox households, 
vital everyday tasks such 
as turning lights on and off, 
using electrical appliances 
and cooking are forbidden on 
the Sabbath. Religious Jews 
use all sorts of workarounds 
– electric timers, prepro-
grammed thermostats, special 
hotplates – but sometimes it’s 
not enough. A bedroom light 
may accidentally be left on. 
A cool day may unexpectedly 
turn sweltering. The hotplate 
may have been left unplugged.

That’s where the Shabbos 
goy comes in – a non-Jew who 
can perform forbidden tasks 
for Jews.

“If someone needs any-
thing, we go and do it for 
them,” Patel told JTA. “They 

might need us to turn off a 
stove. Or they left the fridge 
light on. Sometimes kids turn 
on the light by mistake.”

Because business is very 
slow on Saturdays, Patel is 
usually the only one minding 
the store. So when Orthodox 
customers come in and ask 
for help, Patel locks up and 
follows them home. He usually 
gets about five requests per 
Shabbos, he says, using the 
Yiddish-style pronunciation. 
There is no charge for the 
service.

“Initially, I definitely 
thought it was strange,” said 
Patel, who has worked at 
the store, wedged between 
a laundromat and a kosher 
pizza shop on Main Street, for 
seven years. “When my family 
bought this business 20 years 
ago, we had no idea about the 
Jewish community. We didn’t 
know their customs. But reli-
gion is religion. We’re happy to 
help.”

Like many of the Jew-
ish-owned businesses on 
Main Street, the checkout 
counter at Patel’s liquor store 
is cluttered with tzedakah 
boxes associated with Jewish 
charities: Chabad, Sephardic 
Torah Center, Hebrew Free 
Burial Association, Hatzolah 
volunteer ambulance corps of 
Queens.

The Patels have been serv-
ing as Shabbos goys for two 
decades, but they only put up 
the sign advertising that fact 
in the last year. Goy, which 

literally means “nation” in 
Hebrew, is often considered a 
pejorative term for non-Jews, 
but it is used matter-of-factly 
in many Orthodox circles. Pa-
tel said he wasn’t aware some 
considered it offensive.

“Most people don’t believe 
us when they see that sign,” 
he said. “Our customers want-
ed us to put it up. We were 
providing the service anyway, 
so they said, ‘Why not put up 
a sign?’”

Two doors down, Arvind 
Patel (no relation), the owner 
of the local convenience store, 
also takes pride in serving as 
a Shabbos goy. He, too, has a 
sign on his shop, Ambe Gro-
cery: “Shabbos goy available,” 
it reads. “Shabbat Shalom.”

“I’m the original Shabbos 
goy,” Arvind boasts. “I’ve been 
doing this for 30 years. All the 
rabbis know me. They’re like 
family.”

Martin Goldman, an Ortho-
dox Jewish criminal defense 
attorney who has lived in Kew 
Gardens Hills for more than 
three decades, calls Arvind 
“one of the true members of 
Chasidei Umos Haolam,” or 
Righteous Among the Nations 
— a Jewish term of high praise 
for non-Jews.

“He’s a classic example of 
how Jews and non-Jews can 
live together in peace and har-
mony,” Goldman told JTA.

“Once it was an exception-
ally hot Shabbos day and he 
had his cousin come with me 
to my home three blocks away 

and turn on the air condi-
tioning,” Goldman said. “After 
Shabbos I went in and tipped 
him, but he never asked for a 
penny for it. As Jews, we can 
all learn derech eretz” — up-
standing behavior — “from 
these guys.”

Arvind says he usually gets 
about eight or nine requests 
per Shabbat – more on holi-
days. On Sukkot, he helps fix 
sukkahs damaged by wind 

Arvind Patel, a Hindu convenience store owner in Queens who 
calls himself “the original Shabbos goy,” greets many Jewish 
customers with well wishes in Hebrew. 
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(Jewish law forbids repairing 
a sukkah on the festival’s holy 
days or Shabbat). On the High 
Holidays, Arvind patrols the 
neighborhood offering help 
wherever needed. The local 
Jews all know him, he says.

Arvind also owns the laun-
dromat next door, which he 
notes uses only kosher-certi-
fied soap and fabric softener. 

SHABBOS GOY,  
continued on page 27
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A Vanished Jewish Boomtown Lives On 
through its Holocaust Survivors, Stories
By Eitan Arom/JNS.org

The Eastern European 
countryside is haunted by the 
ghosts of countless shtetls 
whose surviving residents 
have long since scattered. For 
the most part, those landsmen 
and their descendants tend to 
remain scattered. 

But on the evening of 
March 22 at Beit Hatfutsot, 
the Museum of the Jewish 
People in Tel Aviv, hundreds of 
Holocaust survivors and their 
descendants from one partic-
ular locale, Drohobych-Bo-
ryslav, gathered to connect 
with their shared history.

The city’s past is a unique 
and cosmopolitan one. At the 
turn of the 20th century, Dro-
hobych-Boryslav, an adjacent 

pair of towns often lumped 
together and now located 
in western Ukraine, saw an 
unparalleled petroleum boom, 
creating a class of ultra-rich 
oil barons that included many 
Jews.

The Jewish population 
quickly became integral to the 
drilling industry for their man-
agement skills and technical 
know-how, so much so that 
when the Nazis banned Jews 
from the oil fields, production 
faltered and the prohibition 
was lifted. Many would ulti-
mately survive because they 
were integral to the Nazi war 
effort. 

But for many of those who 
attended the exhibit, the broad 
strokes of history were merely 
background for their personal 
stories.

Standing in front of a post-
er at Beit Hatfutsot with a list 
of individuals who had saved 
Jews in Drohobych-Boryslav, 
Irena Wysoki pointed to the 
names “Jan Sawiński” and 

“Zofia Sawińska.” The couple, 
a pair of Polish farmers, hid 
Wysoki and her brother during 
the war. 

Ever since, she’s kept in 
touch with the couple’s chil-
dren and provided them with 
financial assistance.

“We didn’t have anything…
we want to help them, because 
the situation is not good in 
Ukraine,” said Wysoki, who 
lives in Holon, just south of 
Tel Aviv. “They saved us. You 
can’t call it a favor—it’s a 
grand favor.”

Speaking on stage, survivor 
Yehuda Bronicki turned to 
Cornelia Schmalz-Jacobsen, 
whose father, Wermacht Major 
Eberhard Helmrich, saved 

hundreds of Jews by putting 
them to work on an agricultur-
al camp he operated on behalf 
of the German army.

“They had a real alterna-
tive: do nothing,” Bronicki 
said of Helmrich and his wife, 
Schmalz-Jacobsen’s mother. 

“I owe my life to your fa-
ther,” he added.

Asked why her parents 
sheltered Jews despite great 
personal risk—Schmalz-Jacob-
sen said her father estimated 
his chance of survival at 5 
percent—she put it up to basic 
human decency.

“The simple answer is, I 
suppose, they were just sim-
ple, decent people and they 
did what they thought had to 
be done,” she said.

The event originally grew 
out of an effort to install a 
plaque in Drohobych-Boryslav 
for Berthold Beitz, a German 
industrialist who saved hun-
dreds of Jews by claiming—
often falsely—that they were 
essential to his oil operations 

there.
“We just took it from there 

and extended it,” Mavor said.
Survivor Shuly Alexander 

said she normally doesn’t 
attend the annual gatherings, 
despite cajoling from her chil-
dren.

“For them it was history,” 
she said. “For me it’s bad 
memories.”

But this year, she came to 
see a tribute to Izydor Woło-
siański and Jarosława Woło-
siańska, who hid her along 
with 38 other people in a cellar 
under their workshop during 
the Holocaust. After a video 
about the couple, their daugh-
ter, Ana Pilko, participated in 
a panel onstage.

“How could they not help?” 
Pilko said, explaining her par-
ents’ motives.

The research that went 
into the exhibit was led by 
June Dilevsky, an econom-
ic consultant in Jerusalem 
who perused diaries, survivor 
testimonies, and scholarly 
reports to piece together the 
posters. Dilevsky said that 
before beginning the research, 
she had very little interest in 
the history of Drohobych-Bo-
ryslav, where her father grew 
up. During long silences by 
her father’s bedside near the 
end of his life, she failed to ask 
him about his childhood—a 
fact she now regrets.

But once she began re-
searching her heritage, she 
became fascinated by the mul-
titude of intricate and inter-
locking stories.

“There’s a certain com-
pelling element about it, as 
messed up as it is,” she said. 
“And it’s tragically messed up.”

Black gold in Galicia – the Oil Wells of Drohobych-Boryslav

ghetto life—Shepard returns to his central message: 
 “What I liked about using the name Aron—the brother who 

lived in Moses’ shadow—is that the choice of narrator here is 
running counter to many canonical Holocaust texts that stave off 
despair by putting up against all that darkness an extraordinary 
individual. We say, yes, the Anne Frank story is a terrible story, 
but what an amazing little girl. The idea there is that one of the 
ways to measure the tragedy of the Holocaust is to say that a lot 
of wonderful people died. But when you think further about that, 
you suddenly realize that although it’s true and heartbreaking 
and you can see the logic behind structuring things that way, it’s 
also the Nazis logic: There are some Jews who are more import-
ant than others. This is the logic that the Nazis imposed on the 
Jews who were willing to collaborate with them, the most awful 
part of the collaboration but also the most human. 

 “So if I say to you, I will give you the choice of saving 10 
people in Williamstown and 
everyone else is going to die, 
at first you might say, I would 
never agree to such a thing. 
But then if you go home and 
sleep on it, you might say, do 
I really want those 10 people 
to be chosen at random? Why 
don’t I pick the 10 most valu-
able people, whether it’s the 
10 youngest people, the 10 
most powerful people…. But 
as soon as you do that, now 
you’re playing the Nazis’ 
game. So all the texts that 
argue that it’s tragic that 
such wonderful people were 
killed, make me ask, ‘But 
what about those other 
kids in the neighborhood, 
in the shtetl? Would you 
wave your hand and say, 
‘Oh, and he died, too. But 
he was never really a very 
nice child.’ They, too, were 
victims in the Holocaust, and I wanted to put one of those 
children forward, the kind of person no one would care about.”

 
Tela Zasloff of Williamstown is an independent writer and editor 
whose works include A Rescuer’s Story. Pastor Pierre Charles 
Toureille in Vichy France (U. of Wisconsin Press, 2003); Sai-
gon Dreaming (St. Martin’s Press, 1990); Tsiveh Gordin/Sylvia 
Berman (My grandmother’s story, 2002); Restoring Vision. An 
ethical perspective on doctors curing blindness around the world 
(University Press of America, 1996); and The Horsehead Nebula. 
A Memoir (2009).

CULTURE AND ARTS
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Jewish Man Charged  
Following Synagogue  
Stabbing Over Herring
SYDNEY (JTA) — A 
Jewish man has 
been charged by 
Victorian police 
following a stabbing 
incident at a Mel-
bourne synagogue 
during a dispute 
over food.

The victim, a 
man in his 20s, was 
in serious condi-
tion in a Melbourne 
hospital after 
being stabbed in the 
abdomen following 
Saturday morn-
ing services at the Rambam 
Sephardi Shule. He and his 
alleged assailant, who fled the 
synagogue after the stabbing, 
had argued over either cake or 
herring. The two men appar-
ently know each other.

The alleged assailant, a 
man police say is 46 years old, 
was charged with intention to 
cause serious injury, reckless-
ly causing serious injury and 

A plate of herring to die for

assault with a weapon. He was 
released on bail and scheduled 
to appear in Melbourne Magis-
trates Court on September 23.

According to a report by the 
Community Security Group, 
the alleged attacker was intox-
icated.

All streets in the area 
where the synagogue is located 
were placed on lockdown until 
the alleged stabber was appre-
hended.

A letter of certification from a 
body called the Central Rab-
binical Congress of the U.S.A. 
and Canada attests to that.

“Say I speak a little He-
brew, too. Baruch Hashem yom 
yom!” Arvind says, using the 
Hebrew for “Thank God every 
day.” Many Israelis live in the 

neighborhood.
When an Orthodox patron 

leaves the store, Arvind calls 
out, “Yom tov! Tihiye bari!” – 
Hebrew for “Have a good day. 
Stay healthy!”

Arvind says he also extends 
credit to Orthodox Jewish 
customers who come into the 

store on the Sabbath for items 
they unexpectedly need, like 
milk or soda. They always 
return and pay on Sunday or 
Monday, he says.

“I trust them a lot,” Arvind 
says. “Jewish people is same 
like my family – mishpachah.”

SHABBOS GOY, continued from page 26
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Black Hat, Orange Socks – Pop Art Rabbi Challenges Preconceptions
LENOX – On Sunday, July 3, 
Chabad of the Berkshires will 
host an exhibition and talk by 
Pop Art Rabbi Yitzchok Moully, 
who works in a style reminis-
cent of Andy Warhol to capture 
contemporary and timeless 
Jewish subjects. 

Meet Rabbi Moully at the 
Lenox Community Center, 
65 Walker Street, from 11:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Coffee and 
desserts will be served.

One of Rabbi Yitzchok 
Moully images depicts a line 
of people – each dressed all 
in black except one, whose 
orange socks create a striking 
juxtaposition among the black 
silhouettes. 

“You don’t need big dreads 
or tattoos to define individu-
ality,” said Rabbi Moully. “In 
truth, Judaism really asks of 
us to find ourselves within the 
experience. It’s not about be-
ing a carbon copy. It’s asking 
us to find personal meaning 
within Judaism.”

Rabbi Moully was born in 
Australia, the son of a cou-
ple he describes as “hippie 

parents.” While he never went 
through formal art training, he 
was always passionate about 
photography as an outlet of 
self-expression. About 10 
years ago, he discovered silk-
screen printing, which allowed 
him to print brilliantly colored 
images in a style he calls Ha-
sidic pop art.

 As a youth rabbi in New 
Jersey, he sees his work as a 
way to share his view of the 

Hasidic lifestyle and dispel im-
ages that it is rigid. “There’s so 
much color on the inside,” he 
said. “There’s so much person-
ality. It really is an approach-
able way of life.”

Rabbi Moully says his work 
is infused with hope – hope 
that his images challenge, 
broaden, or empower notions 
about faith and religion.

Like us on Facebook:
• Jewish Federation of the Berkshires

• PJ Library Berkshire County


