
On May 17, the Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires kicks off its annual 
campaign with Super Sunday. This day 
of community building and outreach 
helps raise the critical dollars needed 
to strengthen and care for the Jewish 
community across the Berkshires, in 
Israel, and around the world. Volun-
teers from all parts of the county will 
come together at call centers in Pitts-
field and Great Barrington to spread SUPER SUNDAY, continued on page 8

KNOSH, continued on page 6

Federation Campaign 2015 Kicks 
Off on Super Sunday, May 17
Make the Call. Answer the Call.

Listen Up! Author and Lecturer 
Jeremy Yudkin Talks Music at the 
May 29 Knosh & Knowledge

Peace and the Palestinians ....................4

Your Federation Presents .....................5-10

Inspiring Rabba ........................................14

Local Educator Honored ......................15

Your Federation at Work .......................17

World & National News ...................21-25

Culture & Arts ..................................27-32

Inside

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Pittsfield, MA
Permit No. 19

 Vol. 23, No. 4  Iyar/Sivan 5775  May 1 to May 31, 2015  jewishberkshires.org

Jewish V   ice
Berkshire

A publication of the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires, serving the Berkshires and surrounding NY, CT and VT

GREAT BARRINGTON – On May 29, 
at Hevereh of Southern Berkshire, the 
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires 
presents “Listening in 3-D – How to 
Get the Most out of Music,” a Knosh & 
Knowledge program featuring popular 
Tanglewood pre-concert lecturer Jer-
emy Yudkin, Professor of Music in the 
Department of Musicology and Eth-
nomusicology in the School of Music 
at Boston University and Associated 
Faculty at the African American Stud-
ies and Judaic Studies Programs. 

Yudkin will discuss various different 
types of music ranging from Beethoven 

to the Beatles, and will explain how, 
with a little special effort, music can 
be made even more meaningful and 
enriching than it already is. He will 

Bringing the Joy
Local Rabbi Rachel Barenblat Appointed  
Co-Chair of ALEPH: Alliance for Jewish Renewal

If Didi Grego-
rius somehow finds 
himself in need of 
empathetic pasto-
ral counseling in 
this his first sea-
son stepping in for 
Derek Jeter as the 
New York Yankees’ 
shortstop, he might 
consider reach-
ing out to Rabbi 
Rachel Barenblat of 
Congregation Beth 
Israel in North Ad-
ams. She probably 
has some idea of what he is going 
through.

This April, Rabbi Barenblat took 
on the position of co-chair of ALEPH: 
Alliance for Jewish Renewal, the 
umbrella organization for the Jew-
ish Renewal movement inspired and 
led by Rabbi Zalman Schachter-
Shalomi, who passed in 2014. A 
larger-than-life figure, Reb Zalman’s 
long career was marked by many of 
the major milestones of 20th cen-
tury Jewish history. A refugee from 
Eastern Europe, he was ordained 
by and then broke with the Chabad-
Lubavitch movement, was a friend of 
Shlomo Carelbach, Timothy Leary, 
Thomas Merton, and Ram Dass, and 
participated in the countercultural BARENBLAT, continued on page 11

the word about what the Federation 
accomplishes to improve the lives of 
Jews in this community and beyond, 
and to invite others to contribute to its 
vital work.

Among the many ways our Federa-
tion builds community locally is by 
funding Jewish education and camp 
experiences, providing hot meals and 
social services to area seniors, and 

Tall Tales & Short Tales: The Art of 
Uri Shulevitz
Prolific Israeli-American Illustrator/Author Receives  
Career Overview at The Carle

The work of Uri Shulevitz, one of the most renowned illustrators and authors of 
books for young people, will be on view through mid-June at the Eric Carle Museum 
of Picture Book Art in Amherst. Shulevitz talked with the BJV about his work and 
his experiences fleeing hostilities during World War II, immigrating to Israel, and 
finding fame in the United States. See page 32. [Illustration from The Brothers 
Grimm [Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1995] © 1995 by Uri Shulevitz]

movements of the 
1960s and 1970s, 
psychedelic drugs 
and all.

Barenblat 
says Reb Zalman 
developed a “deep 
ecumenism that 
was different from 
we think of as 
interfaith dialogue.” 
While retaining a 
connection to Ju-
daism informed by 
his core experienc-
es in the Hasidic 

world, Reb Zalman recognized “that 
others were also on a spiritual path,” 
says Barenblat, “and that Jews can 
learn from them and even pray with 
them.” She shared a quote from Reb 
Zalman: 

“If I want to appreciate a stained 
glass window I don’t look at it from 
outside into a dark space, then I 
can’t see what’s going on. A stained 
glass window is meant to be seen 
from the inside. If I want to under-
stand what it’s like for a person 
standing in front of a crucifix, to 
address God through that image, I 
have to at least temporarily set aside 
my own point of view so I can see it 

Development Officer Margo Golos (left) and Super Sunday chair Marcie Greenfield-
Simons

Musicologist Jeremy Yudkin
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In this issue, the BJV has the privilege of 
profiling four remarkable members of our com-
munity, three of whom have recently received 
accolades from the greater Jewish community, 
and one who not too long ago stepped down 
from a high-profile Jewish job in order to pur-
sue a challenging spiritual calling. Having had 
the opportunity to conduct meaningful inter-
views with all four about their experiences and 
aspirations gave me insight into the opportu-
nities that exist to live a fully-engaged Jewish 
life in the Berkshires, despite our community’s 
small size, relative isolation, and the diversity of 
Jewish practice and orientation.

The three who received outside recognition 
are:

• Rabbi Rachel Barenblat of Congregation Beth Israel, who was named co-chair of 
ALEPH, the national umbrella organization of the Jewish Renewal movement. 

• Esther Benari-Altman, Education Director at Temple Anshe Amunim, who was 
recognized as an outstanding educator by the Harold Grinspoon Foundation.

• Rabba Kaya Stern-Kaufman of Rimon, who was cited by the Jewish Daily For-
ward as one of North America’s most inspiring rabbis.

We also feature Marcie Greenfield-Simons, who has stepped up to serve this 
community as the Federation’s 2015 Super Sunday chair. Not long ago, she left 
her position as national director of PJ Library in order to enter a program at 
Springfield’s Bay State Hospital in Clinical Pastoral Education. Ultimately, she 
will offer spiritual counseling as a chaplain to patients who are ill and dying.

They are four remarkable people, achievers all, and I enjoyed telling their 
stories. But once I took off my editor’s hat, I recognized that all four have touched 
my life, either through their work or on a personal level.

Rachel not long ago published an amazing interview in Zeek Magazine with 
author Shulem Deen, a former Hasid who left the ultra-Orthodox fold. It was 
the most compelling story I read in the Jewish press all year, and broadened my 
knowledge of contemporary Jewish religious life.

Esther teaches my son at CHAI, and this year he knocked our socks off with 
the job he did reading the Four Questions in Hebrew.

I’ve davened many times at Berkshire Minyan when Kaya has led the service, 
and her kavanah and pure, soulful voice never fail to lead me to places I want to 
go in my own practice.

And Marcie – well, Marcie is a pal. She and her husband Richie have treated 
me with derech eretz and made my family feel welcome in our adopted home. For 
me, she is a role model of how to live an engaged Jewish life, and an exemplar of 
all the benefits that can accrue from doing so.

I think you’ll enjoy the stories and I hope that they will foster, as they did for 
me, a greater appreciation for what is possible to accomplish – as a Jew, as a pro-
fessional, and as a human being – in this community. Our small size can also be 
a virtue, as it gives us easier access to one another than we might have in a more 
populous region. We are too small in numbers to silo ourselves, and should take 
every opportunity to learn from one another’s outlooks, to experience and enjoy 
each others’ traditions, and to support everyone’s strivings to live more complete 
and profound Jewish lives.

As Marcie, Rachel, Esther, and Kaya prove, we are doing extraordinary things 
here in the Berkshires. In my own previous incarnation as Super Sunday/Cam-
paign chair and now as editor of this publication, I’ve been able to understand 
how the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires works to create and sustain the con-
nections within our community that allow extraordinary things to happen. I feel 
lucky to work for this organization.

As Super Sunday approaches, I hope you will consider the energy that exists 
in this Jewish community, and support our future by giving generously to the 
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires.

In My View
Tapping Into Energy Generated in the Jewish Berkshires
By Albert Stern, BJV Editor

Rabbi Reflections
Joining Hands, Marching Together
By Rabbi Joshua Breindel

We’re in the middle of a journey.
Roughly a month ago, at Passover, we re-

called the events of the Exodus. Jewish tradi-
tion encourages each of us to see ourselves as 
though we, personally, had gone forth from 
Egypt. We’re more than invested in the story – 
we are the story. 

Right now, we’re moving through the omer 
period – the seven weeks spanning the time 
between Passover and Shavuot. Spiritually, 
we’re in a period of transition. We’re urged to 
internalize the anticipation felt by our bibli-
cal ancestors as they moved through the seven 
weeks between Egypt and Mount Sinai, between 
slavery and revelation – the same seven weeks 
that separate Passover and Shavuot.

Jewish tradition sees Shavuot as a moment 
of catharsis – at journey’s end, we count our blessings. We give thanks for the gift 
of the Torah with special foods and rituals, rejoicing in our heritage. Among all 
the rituals of the festival, there’s one that strikes me powerfully this year: reading 
Megillat Rut – the Scroll of Ruth.

Like most of the megillot, Ruth is fairly short – only four chapters long. For all 
that it lacks in length, I find it to be one of the sweetest and richest stories of the 
Tanach (the Hebrew bible). In brief, the text explores the relationship between 
Ruth (descended from a clan who were hereditary enemies of the Israelites) and 
her mother-in-law, Naomi. Ruth’s love for Naomi inspires her to follow Naomi 
back to Israel and to become a member of the Jewish people. As the story unfolds, 
both women discover ever-increasing blessing through the care of their family and 
community. In a beautifully evocative passage at the close of the narrative, Ruth’s 
descendents are revealed; from this one-time enemy will come the line from which 
will spring King David and moshiach – the messiah.

Many biblical stories explore the process of redemption (remember the clas-
sic formula: they tried to kill us, they failed, let’s eat!) but few are so explicit in 
revealing the power of human agency. In the Scroll of Ruth, we learn that bless-

ing flows from individuals’ care for one another: the act of reaching out to provide 
support in times of need. Given that we read this story at Shavuot, the crowning 
moment of a journey that began at Passover, this teaching reminds me of a poem 
from Mishkan T’filah (the Reform movement’s siddur):

Standing on the parted shores of history, 
we still believe what we were taught 
before ever we stood at Sinai’s foot;

that wherever we go, it is eternally Egypt; 
that there is a better place, a promised land; 
that the winding way to that promise 
passes through the wilderness.

That there is no way to get from here to there 
except by joining hands, marching 
together.

The promise – and the challenge – of our festival cycle is for us to engage 
with the needs of our community. As we “join hands,” we embody our ancestors’ 
journey through the wilderness. This teaching can be found just as readily in the 
Exodus narrative as in Megillat Rut; in our own day, we find the same promise 
and the same challenge. 

We are approaching the time for Federation’s Super Sunday. The Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires enhances our Jewish community in many ways; its 
devotion exemplifies this core teaching of Shavuot.

As we learn in Megillat Rut, the care that we offer to one another can lead to 
blessing in ways that can hardly be imagined in the present. Let us join hands 
and walk together; let us offer our support and our resources to Federation in the 
holy – and necessary – work of supporting our community.

Rabbi Joshua Breindel is the spiritual leader of Temple Anshe Amunim in Pittsfield.

The color photography in this issue of the Berkshire  
Jewish Voice is made possible through the generosity of  
Robert and Elaine Baum, honorary publishers. The staff of 
the Federation and the BJV are deeply grateful.
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        JEWISH BEDTIME STORIES an d SONGS 

Free books and music to nurture Jewish 
families, for children 6 months – 8 years 
 
Thanks to the generosity of the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires, 
Harold Grinspoon Foundation, Spitz/Tuchman Family Fund, and 
the Irving Bashevkin Trust, Jewish families in the Berkshires can 
enjoy PJ Library as a gift that will nourish Jewish life from the start.  
 
PJ Library is a program under the auspices of the Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires. 
 
For more information or to register your child today 
please visit Jewishberkshires.org. 
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Letters to the Editor

Hebrew School Support Brings Jewish Excitement 
and Encouragement to CBI Families
Dear Berkshire Jewish Voice:

On behalf of Congregation Beth 
Israel in North Adams, I would like to 
publicly express our gratitude to the 
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires 
for its continued support of our educa-
tion program.  Without this support, 
we would not be able to offer the high 
quality, meaningful Jewish education 
program that we currently do.  

The funds we receive from Fed-
eration help us to pay for an educa-
tion director and teachers, as well as 
materials for learning.  These individu-
als bring a passion for Juda-
ism and for education that is 
transmitted to our students.  

Children in grades K-4 
learn Hebrew letters and also 
stories from the Torah, while 
children in 5th-7th grades 
prepare for  their bar and bat 
mitzvahs while also engaging 
with fundamental questions, 
such as “does G-d exist,” and 
learning rituals, such as how 
to make tallit.  It is so refresh-
ing to find my children bub-
bling with excitement to tell 
me what they learned that 
day when I pick them up from 
Hebrew School.  Through this 
excitement, they have also en-
couraged us to be more obser-

vant of Jewish rituals, such as lighting 
candles, making motzi, and saying 
kiddush on Shabbat at home.  

None of this would be possible with-
out the assistance of the Federation, 
and we greatly appreciate your effort 
and support.

Elizabeth Miller
Vice President, 
Congregation Beth Israel
Parent and Member of Education 
Committee

Chanukah at CBI

Haifa Women’s Crisis Shelter Thankful for Our 
Federation’s Support
Dear Jewish Federation of the Berkshires:

A Thank You from World ORT – How This  
Community Helps Jews in Ukraine 
Dear Jewish Federation of the Berkshires:

I am writing to thank you on behalf 
of the women, children, and staff for 
your donation of $3,000 to the Haifa 
Women’s Crisis Shelter from your 
2014-2015 allocations.

During 2014, 56 women and 61 
children were treated at the Shelter. 
In addition, another two women with 
their three children resided at the 
transitional dwelling operated by the 
Shelter.

We are proud that most of the 
women chose to leave the Shelter and 
move to a non-violent environment, 
and we hope they will not be victims in 
the future.

During 2014, the Shelter was under 
renovation. The renovation included 
rebuilding and re-equipping the 
kitchen, renovation of the bathrooms, 
repairs to the woodwork and electrical 

system, and renovation of the play-
ground, as well as installation of new 
air conditioners in one of the living 
floors, in the kindergarten, and in the 
classroom.

These renovations were essential for 
our organization so that we may con-
tinue to provide Shelter residents with 
a respectful and pleasant temporary 
home for the next few years. I invite 
your readers to learn more about the 
Shelter and how we use your contribu-
tions by visiting our website at  
www.hwcs.org.il.

Best regards,
Dina Hevlin Dahan, 
Executive Director
Haifa Women’s Crisis Shelter

Thank you so much for your recent 
grant allocation to support the ORT 
School in Kiev. Your grant will help en-
sure the continued vitality of the only 
inclusive Jewish day school in Kiev. 

As you know, Jewish life in Ukraine 
and many of the successor states to 
the Soviet Union is under threat. In 
part, this is a century-long process of 
depopulation and assimilation. Today, 
with much of the leadership having 
emigrated, intermarriage is the com-
munal norm, affiliation rates are very 
low, and it is important to intervene 
now and effectively to strengthen Jew-
ish identity. 

World ORT does so by providing 
inclusive Jewish day school educa-
tion. In Ukraine, we provide day school 
education in four cities, including Kiev, 
with schools serving a total of ap-
proximately 2000 students every year, 
with 395 enrolled in the Kiev School. 
Our students are typically from highly 
assimilated families, attracted by the 
first-rate reputation of the school in 
general studies. Once enrolled, the 
children also receive Jewish content, 
often leading to a transformed identity 
both for them and their families. We 
know that our students are substan-
tially over-represented as leaders and 
participants in other expressions of 
Jewish life (camping, after school pro-

gramming, Limmud, etc). 
Of course, the single most im-

portant determinant of outcomes is 
teacher quality. If we are going to 
arrest assimilation, it will be through 
engaging education – and that will re-
quire the best teachers. Unfortunately, 
the task of attracting and retaining the 
best teachers has become much more 
difficult in recent years because of the 
economic catastrophe Ukraine is cur-
rently experiencing. We face the real 
possibility of teachers being unable to 
work full-time or at all for the schools. 
The result would be the missed oppor-
tunity to build Jewish identity in what 
seems to be the last chance for many 
families. Your grant helps makes this 
critical work possible. 

I hope the community feels proud of 
what it is doing to ensure the Jewish 
identity of those who – though living in 
what was once a center of Jewish life 
– might otherwise disappear into the 
general community. 

On their behalf, many thanks!

Shmuel Sisso
Director General
World ORT

[See related article about Ukrainian 
Jews on page 22.]

Seniors in Jerusalem Benefit from  
Our Community’s Funding
Dear Jewish Federation of the Berkshires:

Yad LaKashish is so grate-
ful for the 2015 grant from 
the Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires. The $3,000 will 
pay for unlimited monthly bus 
passes for a year for 100 of the 
elderly artisans who come to 
Yad LaKashish. 

These bus passes are of-
fered by us to the elderly free of 
charge as part of the benefits 
they receive for working in our 
artistic workshops every day. 
As part of our general philoso-
phy, these bus passes are not 
seen as charity but rather as 
part of the workplace benefits. The 
elderly artisans who create beautiful, 
handmade products in our workshops 
see this program as a job, and the bus 
passes as part of the benefits included 
with a job. 

These bus passes allow them not 
only to get to and from Yad LaKash-
ish every day, but also the freedom to 
travel about the city on errands, to see 
friends and family, go to the doctor, 
and travel anywhere else they want 
to go but couldn’t afford to otherwise. 

Monthly unlimited bus passes go a 
long way towards increasing indepen-
dence and mobility and combating 
isolation and loneliness. 

Thank you again,
Briana Leibovich
Yad LaKashish Community 
Relations

Yad LaKashish is a non-profit organiza-
tion empowering and supporting nearly 
300 elderly Jerusalem residents on a 
daily basis.
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As someone who was critical of several steps by 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu during 
the campaign leading up to his reelection, particularly 
his decision to address Congress and his statement 
seeming to reject a Palestinian state, I am even more 
troubled by statements now coming out of the White 
House calling for a reassessment of policy toward Is-
rael, including a reconsideration of the historic Ameri-
can veto in the UN Security Council.

Let me be clear: I wish Mr. Netanyahu would do 
more to solidify relations with Israel’s ally in America 
and to stand up to those in Israel who seek to make 
impossible a Palestinian state. None of this, however, 
justifies what we are hearing from the Obama admin-
istration. Their reactions raise deeper questions about 
their intentions and perspectives.

From the beginning of the Obama years, there was 
a disturbing indifference to the mindset of the Israeli 
public, characterized by the president’s speech in 

Cairo and focus on Israeli settlements as the key obstacle to peace.
Talk of “neither party willing to make sacrifices for peace,” and even seeming 

to put the blame on Israel, simply disregarded the brutal reality of what Israelis 
went through for a decade starting with the Camp David meeting in 2000. There, 
a left-wing Israeli government, elected by a public hoping against hope that the 
Palestinians were finally ready to abandon their decades-long struggle against Is-
rael, offered a true two-state solution to the Palestinians. Not only was it rejected, 
but violence and suicide bombs followed for years.

After that, Israeli leaders took two more steps toward that vaunted goal of two 
states: first the gut-wrenching withdrawal from Gaza in 2005, and then the offer 
by then-Prime Minister Ehud Olmert to Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas 
in 2008. Israelis saw these initiatives rejected again, together with Hamas taking 
over Gaza with its attendant rockets and war. In sum, Israelis saw an unrepen-
tant foe still seemingly committed to irredentist goals.

Nothing much has changed since then on the Palestinian side. Hamas contin-
ues to control Gaza and, after another war, is seeking to rearm for the next con-
flict against Israel. And the Palestinian Authority has found every excuse to avoid 
negotiations, making it clear to Israelis that Palestinian leaders are far more inter-
ested in turning the international community and the U.S. against Israel than to 
resolving their internal problems and the conflict with Israel. Or put another way, 
they seemed interested in achieving a Palestinian state only if it meant not having 
to end the struggle against Israel.

What, therefore, would have been a reasonable response by Washington to 
recent developments?

Resentment at Mr. Netanyahu’s sidestepping the president is understandable. 
If there was concern about the election of a right-wing government, however, at-
tention should have focused less on not liking what Israeli democracy produced 
and more on examining why Israelis voted as they did and what can be done to 
change that reality.

The answer lies not in the U.S. distancing itself from Israel, which will encour-
age Palestinians in their belief that they can have their cake and eat it, achieving 
a state without accepting the legitimacy of the Jewish state. And it will reinforce 
Israeli fears of being under siege.

Rather, it lies in doing something the administration has seemingly been reluc-
tant to do: pressuring the Palestinians into finally making the qualitative leap to-
ward accepting the legitimacy of the Jewish state. This and this alone could truly 
change the dynamic of the conflict that has been troubling the world for so long.

Steps that would represent such change would include concrete indications of 
finally recognizing Israel as a Jewish state, accepting that the Palestinian refugee 
problem would be resolved within a new Palestinian state, declaring that a peace 
accord would represent the end of the conflict and future demands and eliminat-
ing the hate campaigns in the media and schools against Israel and Jews.

The absence of any progress on all these issues over many years leaves Israelis 
with the belief that not much has changed on the Palestinian side, and that they 
need to tough it out until change comes.

There are good arguments against this Israeli approach even if there is no 
change on the Palestinian side. Former Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon opted 
for a unilateral initiative despite his belief that Israel currently had no peace part-
ner. But as these elections show, most Israelis are ready to vote for security in the 
current environment.

On the other hand, if real positive Palestinian change would occur, that would 
generate the greatest impact for change on the Israeli side. A diminution of fears 
about Palestinian intentions is the best formula for a more moderate Israeli elec-
torate and Israeli policies.

This should be a time for healing between American and Israeli leaders. The 
prime minister, the president and congressional leaders should not be trying to 
score points at the expense of the other. Instead they should refocus on the com-
mon values and interests of the two nations and recognize that we both face many 
common challenges in the Middle East.

Abraham H. Foxman is National Director of the Anti-Defamation League.

Guest Editorial: 
Restarting the U.S.-Israel Relationship Depends on Palestinians, Too
By Abraham H. Foxman
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Abraham Foxman

Shavuot is just around the corner, and I’m already 
thinking of ways to milk it for maximum deliciousness. 
(I know, cheesy line.) Shavuot is the holiday on which 
we traditionally eat lots of dairy. But why? The rabbis 
give a plethora of explanations for the custom. Herein 
are just a few I have chosen to rationalize my indulg-
ing in cheese blintzes and cheesecake.

First, of course, is the most obvious explanation for 
those of us not heavily versed in scripture. The Torah 
tells us in Exodus 3:8 that the Promised Land was 
“flowing with milk and honey,” and in Song of Songs 
4:11 that “milk and honey are under your tongue.”

Those looking for signs in the words of the Torah 
may find a cosmic mandate to eat dairy since the initials of the four Hebrew 
words in Numbers 28:26 (minha hadasha laShem bi’shavuotaychem) that de-
scribe the sacrificial meal offering on Shavuot, spell mei halav (from milk). This, of 
course, suggests that cheese blintzes are a necessary item for the spring festival 
menu.

If you happen to like gematria 
(numerology), you will be thrilled to 
see that the numerical equivalent of 
the word halav (milk) is 40 (het=8, 
lamed=30, vet=2). This correlates to 
the number of days Moses spent on 
Mount Sinai while awaiting receipt of 
the Ten Commandments, as well as 
to the number of years the Israelites 
wandered in the desert before arriving 
at the Promised Land. 

Some scholars like to have a bit 
of fun with wordplay. In the Book of 
Psalms (68:16), Mount Sinai itself is 
also called har gavnunim, or mount of 
majestic peaks. Gavnunim sounds like 
g’vinah, or cheese. Hence, dairy for 
Shavuot.

The most scholarly interpretation is one that explains that the Israelites, once 
having accepted the Torah and its commandments, could no longer eat meat that 
wasn’t kosher. So, until they could kasher some meat and get new utensils (there 
was no Crate and Barrel nearby), dairy was all they had. 

The irony of all this is that Jews and dairy tend not to get along, intestinally 
speaking. We of the Tribe are disproportionately missing the enzyme that digests 
lactose, so we should probably be getting a sponsorship from the Lactaid people 
to help finance our dairy-laden groaning boards at Shavuot.

Traveling with Jewish Taste 
It’s Shavuot. Got Milk? 
By Carol Goodman Kaufman

Carol Goodman Kaufman is a psychologist and author with a passion for travel 
and food. She is currently at work on a food history/cookbook, tracing the paths 
that some of our favorite foods have taken from their origins to appear on dinner 
plates and in cultural rites and artifacts around the world. She invites readers to 
read her blog at carolgoodmankaufman.com and to follow her on Twitter  
@goodmankaufman.

Labneh with Za’atar
Makes enough for a party appetizer
Back in the days of our forebears, milk would have gone bad quickly without 
pasteurization or refrigeration, so our Israelite ancestors probably ate some-
thing like labneh, the strained yogurt that is so popular on today’s mezze 
platter.
 There’s no need to buy pre-made labneh when preparing it from scratch is 
so easy and so delicious (and will so impress your friends). 

Labneh  
Ingredients:

1 quart plain Greek yogurt (Hey, it’s a 
holiday – go for full-fat.)

1 teaspoon salt
Za’atar
Olive oil

Directions:

Stir the salt into the yogurt

Spoon the yogurt mixture into a 
strainer with a double lining of 
cheesecloth that has been placed 
over a bowl. 

Draw up the cloth and tie it with a 
string, rubber band, or twist tie.

Place in refrigerator for 24-36 hours, 
letting all the liquid drip into the 
bowl.

Spoon the labneh from the cheese-
cloth onto a plate and spread out to 
the edge (make sure to use a plate 
with a lip. 

Drizzle olive oil over the top.

Sprinkle za’atar over all.

Serve with pita chips.

Pita Chips with Za’atar 
Ingredients:

4 large pieces pita bread – white or 
whole wheat

2 tablespoons olive oil 
3 tablespoons za’atar
1 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon pepper

Directions:

Pre-heat oven to 350 degrees and 
line two baking sheets with foil. 
Spray with cooking spray and set 
aside.

Using a pair of kitchen scissors, trim 
the folded edge of the pita bread, 
then cut into eight triangles, yield-
ing sixteen chips per round of bread.

In a large bowl, toss the triangles 
with olive oil and then sprinkle with 
za’atar, salt and pepper.

Place the pita triangles in an even 
layer on two baking sheets.

Bake until golden brown and crispy, 
about 10-12 minutes.

Serve immediately with the labneh 
and/or other dips, or store in an air-
tight container for up to 5 days.

Delicious labneh
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My term as president of 
Hevreh has just come to a 
close. These past three years 
have given me an opportunity 
to appreciate some things in 
a much more meaningful way 
than I could have before I took 
on the job. For example, I more 
fully appreciate the dedication 
and love that congregants have 
for Hevreh, and I more fully 
appreciate the challenges that 
rabbis face on a regular basis. 
I also more fully appreciate the 
positive impact of the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires on 

Hevreh, on other area congregations, and on the broader 
community. 

Historically, I always made my annual Super Sunday 
contributions out of habit and my general sense that our 
Federation does good things; however, I now have differ-
ent and more convincing reasons to support the Federation 
financially. Here is why I give.

Our Federation does many things that are noteworthy. I 
want to focus on those things that have a local and im-

mediate impact because those are the things that we most 
typically feel personally. 

The Federation’s ongoing financial contributions to 
Hevreh’s Religious School have always been essential to 
the continued vitality of our youth education. Only since I 
have been president have I realized that the annual finan-
cial assistance – which represents a sizeable portion of the 
school’s total funding – makes a material difference in the 
lives of students and their families. It is entirely conceivable 
that some families would not have their children in Reli-
gious School but for the Federation’s financial contribution, 
and we are eternally grateful for this assistance. 

The Federation has also initiated exciting program-
ming, and has co-sponsored important events initiated by 
area congregations. The Federation’s involvement not only 
exposes us all to speakers with important knowledge and 
experience, but also broadens the awareness of each indi-
vidual congregation’s programs via the marketing support 
we all receive online and in print via the Berkshire Jewish 
Voice.

It is important to note how proactive our Federation has 
been in creating opportunities for area congregations to do 
things together. Shabbat Across the Berkshires has become 
a meaningful experience for all area congregations. The 
annual Community Seder not only welcomes people from 
all congregations, but also unaffiliated Jews for whom the 
Passover meal may represent their only yearly engagement 
with the Jewish faith and community. Furthermore, the 
Federation is cultivating leaders, by sponsoring workshops 
and other opportunities for members of our community to 
learn from experienced consultants, as well as from each 
other. 

By doing these and other similar things, the Federation 
is enhancing the sense of community among all area con-
gregations. My strong sense is that this Federation is more 
involved in the lives of area congregations than are most 
other chapters of the organization. 

I was also impressed by the immediate proactive re-
sponse to some unfortunate anti-Semitic incidents in 
South County schools during this past year. The Federation 
orchestrated the Jewish community’s response by bringing 
Anti-Defamation League seminars to the Berkshires that 
raised student and family awareness about anti-Semitism, 
and offered meaningful strategies to counteract anti-Jewish 
bias. The families involved in these incidents felt a sense 
that their community supported them during a difficult 
time. 

The Jewish Federation of the Berkshires works hard for 
the benefit of many. The entire Jewish community of the 
Berkshires should support those efforts.

It is important to note how proactive 
our Federation has been in creating 
opportunities for area congregations 
to do things together.

Why I Give
By Mark Lefenfeld, Outgoing President – Hevreh of Southern  
Berkshire

Aglet Theatre Actors to Perform Works by Jewish Authors, 
May 14

“Selected (Jewish) Shorts,” 
staged readings of short plays 
and stories by renowned 
Jewish authors, will feature 
the Aglet Theatre Company’s 
Macey Levin and Thomas 
Gruenewald. Readings will be 
chosen from the long list of 
work in the company’s reper-
toire, and may include selec-
tions written by Isaac Asimov, 
Sholem Aleichem, Woody 
Allen, Donald Margulies, and 
many others. 

Aglet specializes in staged 
readings of new and seldom-
performed plays, holding its 
performances at Dewey Hall, 
Sheffield, Massachusetts and 
The Moviehouse in Millerton, 
New York, as well as other 
venues throughout the region. 

Macey Levin is a co-founder 
of Aglet and its Artistic Direc-
tor, and has had an extensive 
career as an actor, direc-
tor, artistic director, teacher, 
lecturer and reviewer. As a 
director, he has staged well 
over 100 productions. Thomas 
Gruenewald’s directing experi-
ence spans the repertoire from 
Shakespeare through opera 

Important! Changes to Our Programming and  
Kosher Lunch Program

A New Name:  Our weekly programs and kosher lunches, held at Congregation Knesset Israel, 
now go by a new name: The Connecting with Community Series. It’s more welcoming and more 
in line with what these programs and lunches provide to members of our community. 

A New Time:  All programs will now begin at 10:45 a.m., followed by the kosher lunch at noon.

A New Price:  Programs only are now free of charge! We welcome you to stay for a kosher lunch at 
a $2 suggested donation for adults over 60 years of age, $7 for all others. Advance reservations 
are still required for lunch and can be made by calling (413) 442-2200 before 9 a.m. on the day 
of the program.

We hope you’ll like the changes and encourage you to connect with your community!

Tom GruenewaldMacey Levin

and contemporary musicals. 
He has worked on Broadway, 
off-Broadway, at regional 

theaters, and on campuses 
around the country. 

Film: The Genius of Marian, a Meditation on the Impact of 
Alzheimer’s Disease, May 11 

The Genius of Marian is 
a visually rich, emotionally 
complex story that follows 
Pam White in the early stages 
of Alzheimer’s disease as her 
son, the filmmaker Banker 
White, documents her strug-
gles to retain her sense of self. 
After she is diagnosed at age 
61 with early onset Alzheim-
er’s, life begins to change for 
Pam and everyone around 
her. Pam’s husband grapples 
with his changing role from 
partner to caregiver. Her adult 

children each find ways to 
show their love and support 
while mourning the slow loss 
of their mother. And Pam deals 
with the fear that she will be 
institutionalized for her dis-
ease, as her own mother was 
before she died of Alzheimer’s 
in 2001. The Genius of Marian 
not only chronicles the prog-
ress of Pam’s disease, it also 
serves as a meditation on what 
we inherit from the genera-
tions before us and the role of 
memory in creating legacy.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
Venue: Congregation Knesset Israel
Dates & Time: Monday, May 11, at 10:45 a.m.
Cost: This free program is part of the Federation’s Connecting 
with Community Series and will be followed by a Kosher hot 
lunch. Lunch is a $2 suggested donation for adults over 60 years 
of age or $7 for all others. Advance reservations are required for 
lunch and can be made by calling (413) 442-2200 before 9 a.m. 
on the day of the program. 

For further information on all Jewish Federation of the Berkshires programs, 
please call Nancy Maurice Rogers, Program Director, at (413) 442-4360, ext. 15.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
Venue: Congregation Knesset Israel
Dates & Time: Thursday, May 14, at 10:45 a.m.
Cost: This free program is part of the Federation’s Connecting 
with Community Series and will be followed by a Kosher hot 
lunch. Lunch is a $2 suggested donation for adults over 60 years 
of age or $7 for all others. Advance reservations are required for 
lunch and can be made by calling (413) 442-2200 before 9 a.m. 
on the day of the program. 
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“Aging: A Lifelong Process” – An Intergenerational  
Discussion and Support Group with Therapist  
Maggie Bittman, May 4

Maggie Bittman

Explaining her outlook and 
approach toward this Connect-
ing with Community program 
on May 4, Maggie Bittman, 
therapist, writes: “From birth, 
we begin to age with Time. 
Along the way, we develop 
strategies to help manage the 
stressors that come with living 
life – those ‘existence pains’ or 
‘existential stressors.’ Along 
the way we find meaning and 
purpose, experience alone-
ness, confront mortality, and 
develop self will. 

“Within this context, partic-
ipants will discuss, share, and 
offer support to one another.” 

Topics for discussion 
change from month to month 
and are open to suggestion 
based on the group’s prefer-
ences. 

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires
Venue: Congregation Knesset 
Israel
Dates & Time: Monday, May 
4, at 10:45 a.m.
Cost: This free program is part 
of the Federation’s Connecting 
with Community Series and 
will be followed by a Kosher 
hot lunch. Lunch is a $2 sug-
gested donation for adults 
over 60 years of age or $7 for 
all others. Advance reserva-
tions are required for lunch 
and can be made by calling 
(413) 442-2200 before 9 a.m. 
on the day of the program. 

Your Federation Presents

demonstrate a few small tricks 
and easy techniques that will 
greatly enhance everyone’s 
listening enjoyment. These 
include ways of thinking 
about the basic structure of 
a Beethoven composition and 
concentrating on the musi-
cal depiction of the lyrics in a 
Beatles song. 

Yudkin holds that the 
power and obsession of 
the opening movement of 
Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony, 
for example, can be more 
profoundly realized through 
a simple understanding of 
the conventional structure of 
classical first-movement form. 
Paul McCartney’s song “I’ve 
Just Seen a Face” displays 
a magical musical embodi-
ment of first love. All these 
and other simple insights into 
familiar and much-loved mu-
sic will provide the basis for 
a very special lecture. Come 

and learn how to “Listen in 
3-D.” Yudkin asserts that the 
techniques he teaches will be 
applicable to all the music you 
love. Even better – no musical 
expertise is required!

Yudkin also served as 
Visiting Professor of Music at 
Oxford University in England 
from 2006 to 2010, and is the 
recipient of several research 
fellowships and awards. He 
is the author of eight books, 
including a widely used music-
appreciation textbook entitled 
Understanding Music; the 
classic text Music in Medieval 
Europe; and the music his-
tory Miles Davis, Miles Smiles, 
and the Invention of Post Bop. 
He is also the pre-concert 
lecturer at Tanglewood, and 
delivers lectures throughout 
the Tanglewood season at the 
Lenox library Friday and Sat-
urday afternoons in July and 
August.

KNOSH, continued from page 1

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
Venue: Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, 270 State Road, Great  
Barrington
Date: Friday, May 29, at 10:45 a.m. (lunch follows at noon)
Advance lunch reservations required for this event. Email  
jfb.officemanager@verizon.net, or call (413) 442-4360,  
ext. 10
Cost: $11 with farm fresh buffet lunch from Freund’s Farm.  
Program only, $5.

Andy Kelly Reaches Out with Music, May 21
On May 21, Andy Kelly will 

speak about using music to 
break down barriers between 
people. Kelly uses music as 
a vehicle to teach people how 
music can be used to make 
friends, to reach children, to 
help seniors to connect with 
their memories, to inspire, 
and to have fun. Andy plays a 
variety of stringed instruments 
to achieve these outcomes, 
including the guitar, banjo, 
bass, and mandolin.

Kelly has played music 
his entire life and was classi-
cally trained. He is a founding 

member of the Pittsfield Sister 
City Jazz Ambassadors, which 
embarked on a musical mis-
sion to Havana, Cuba this past 
February on a specially de-
signed people-to-people tour. 
He also leads the Young Musi-
cians Workshop “Rock On.” 

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires
Venue: Congregation Knesset 
Israel

Dates & Time: Thursday, May 
21, at 10:45 a.m.
Cost: This free program is part 
of the Federation’s Connecting 
with Community Series and 
will be followed by a Kosher 
hot lunch. Lunch is a $2 sug-
gested donation for adults 
over 60 years of age or $7 for 
all others. Advance reserva-
tions are required for lunch 
and can be made by calling 
(413) 442-2200 before  
9 a.m. on the day of the pro-
gram.

The Jewish Tradition of Mah Jongg, May 7
Gregg Swain, co-author 

(with Ann Israel) of Mah Jongg: 
The Art of the Game, will give a 
talk tracing the connections of 
Jewish families to the game of 
mah jongg. Using photographs 
from her book, and other vin-
tage photographs from the last 
90 years, Swain will explain 
some of the ties between the 
Chinese and Jewish communi-
ties, and their shared love of 
the game. She will trace the 
history of mah jongg using 
photographs of sets that might 
have been used during those 
years. No knowledge of the 
game is needed to understand 
the talk, only an appreciation 
for art and/or an interest in 
recent history.

Mah Jongg: The Art of the 
Game is the first book to fully 
capture the story of the ex-
otic and exciting game of mah 

jongg, offering an intimate look 
at its history and the visual 
beauty of the tiles. Finding 
few references, authors Israel 
and Swain set out to create a 
book that chronicles the early 
beginnings of the game and 
documents mah jongg accou-
trements from the most basic 
paper sets, to some of the most 
opulent sets made of precious 
materials. Scholars and game 
experts have collaborated with 
Israel and Swain, contribut-
ing important chapters on the 
game’s history and its pieces. 

A book signing will follow 
the presentation.

Gregg Swain grew up in 
New York City and quickly 
developed a love of art. She 
graduated from Smith College, 
in Northampton, MA, with 
a major in Art History. She 
earned a Doctorate in Clinical 

Game tiles, from Mah Jongg: The Art of the Game
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Gregg Swain 

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
Venue: Congregation Knesset Israel
Dates & Time: Thursday, May 7, at 10:45 a.m.
Cost: This free program is part of the Federation’s Connecting 
with Community Series and will be followed by a Kosher hot 
lunch. Lunch is a $2 suggested donation for adults over 60 years 
of age or $7 for all others. Advance reservations are required for 
lunch and can be made by calling (413) 442-2200 before 9 a.m. 
on the day of the program. 

Psychology from Baylor Uni-
versity in Waco, TX. Although 
she wanted to learn how to 
play mah jongg for many 
years, she only learned how to 
play in 2010. Intrigued by the 
art on vintage sets, she quickly 
found out there was nothing 
written about the mysterious, 
often cryptic, beautiful im-
ages on the mah jongg tiles 
and boxes, and she set out to 
research them. Gregg has lec-
tured throughout the United 
States about mah jongg and 
the images on the tiles.

For further information on all Jewish Federation  
of the Berkshires programs, please call Nancy 
Maurice Rogers, Program Director, at  
(413) 442-4360, ext. 15.
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IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish 
Federation of the 
Berkshires
Venue: Congregation Knesset Israel
Dates & Time: Monday, May 18, at 10:45 a.m.
Cost: This free program is part of the Federation’s Connecting 
with Community Series and will be followed by a Kosher hot 
lunch. Lunch is a $2 suggested donation for adults over 60 years 
of age or $7 for all others. Advance reservations are required for 
lunch and can be made by calling (413) 442-2200 before 9 a.m. 
on the day of the program. 

Be Wise… Advertise! In the Berkshire Jewish Voice

Contact Jenny Greenfeld (413) 442-4360, ext. 13 

jfb.bjvads@verizon.net

Your Federation PresentsYour Federation Presents

“Swimming in Air”: Ongoing Qigong 
Classes with Jeffrey Gordon, May 28

Jeffrey Gordon is a native 
of Pittsfield and serves the 
community as an acupunc-
turist and Qigong instructor. 
Practicing Qigong is often 
likened to “swimming in air” 
and has a rejuvenating and 
refreshing effect on the body, 
mind, and senses.

Qigong, similar to Tai Chi, 
is a simple form of exercise 
to strengthen physical health 
and calm and focus the mind. 
It is an ideal form of exercise 
for older adults and seniors, 
helping to enhance joint mo-

Jeffrey Gordon

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
Venue: Congregation Knesset Israel
Dates & Time: Thursday, May 28, at 10:45 a.m.
Cost: This free program is part of the Federation’s Connecting 
with Community Series and will be followed by a Kosher hot 
lunch. Lunch is a $2 suggested donation for adults over 60 years 
of age or $7 for all others. Advance reservations are required for 
lunch and can be made by calling (413) 442-2200 before 9 a.m. 
on the day of the program.

bility, bone strength, circula-
tion, and balance. 

Board Leadership Institute – Your Federation Connecting Berkshire Jewish Leaders

Show Biz: David Rutstein Presents “Lillian 
Roth – My Cousin the Movie Star” on May 18

Lillian Roth was born Lil-
lian Rutstein in Boston on 
December 13, 1910. David 
Rutstein, whose great-grandfa-
ther was the brother of Roth’s 
grandfather, will draw on 
family memories, her auto-
biography I’ll Cry Tomorrow, 
interviews, and Paramount 
Studio publicity photos to dis-
cuss Roth’s acting and singing 
career, along with her troubled 
personal life.

For stage purposes, Lil-
lian’s mother changed her and 
her younger sister Ann’s last 
name to Roth. Lillian and Ann 
Roth became a hit children’s 
vaudeville act known as Lillian 
Roth and Company, and also 
as the Roth Kids. At the age of 
18, Lillian was summoned to 
Hollywood and signed a seven 
year contract with Paramount 
Studios. 

In 1930, at the age of 19, 
she appeared in supporting 
roles in six movies. She was 
featured with the Marx Broth-
ers in Animal Crackers, and 
also in C.B. De Mille’s Madam 
Satan. That same year, three 
of her movies were playing 
simultaneously in New York 
City. In 1933, she made her 
last two full length movies as a 
major player, including Ladies 

Va-va-voomish starlet Lillian Roth in her 
1930s heyday

They Talk About, 
with Barbra Stan-
wyck. Then some-
thing went very 
wrong – the once 
promising Lillian 
Roth descended 
into a state of de-
pression, alcohol-
ism, and eventual 
oblivion.

David Rut-
stein and his wife 
Amy are long time 
residents of Great 
Barrington. As a 
teacher, he always 
enjoyed using films 
as a teaching tool 
in his American 
history classes.

On March 22, the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires 
hosted the Berkshire Jewish 
Community – Board Leader-
ship Institute, which brought 
together more than 65 board 
members and leaders from 
synagogues and Jewish orga-
nizations across the county. 
Held at Temple Anshe Amu-
nim in Pittsfield, the event was 
geared towards strengthening 
individual organizations and 
the local Jewish community as 
a whole, enabling local board 
members to meet their coun-
terparts and discuss issues of 
shared concern.

Linda Rich, a specialist 
in organizational develop-
ment, delivered two presenta-
tions: “Better Boards in the 
Berkshires” (about board 
best practices) and “Building 
the Leadership Pipeline” (an 
exploration of ways to identify, 
engage, and retain leaders 
within an organization).

Natasha Dresner, a non-
profit development consultant 
and mentor with the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation/JCamp 
180, then facilitated a commu-
nity discussion of what board 
members identified as their 
organizations’ strengths and 
areas of opportunity. Partici-
pants then broke into groups 
that addressed themes of 
particular interest or concern, 
specifically:

• Better board member en-
gagement

• Becoming financially sus-
tainable

• Better integration of gen-
erations

• Volunteer development

• Membership involvement 
and engagement

• Culture of giving

A post-event survey indi-
cated that 94% of participants 
found the community conver-

sation beneficial, and 86% of 
attendees felt the day helped 
them meet other Jewish lead-
ers for potential collaboration. 
Furthermore, 80% felt inspired 
and re-energized in their board 
position, while 69% said they 
took away tangible ideas to 
implement in their own organi-
zations. 

Encouraged by the positive 
response, the Jewish Federa-
tion of Berkshires is looking 
into follow-up events in the 
near future.

Natasha DresnerLinda Rich
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sponsoring engaging cultural 
and current events program-
ming. It is our connection to 
the network of support servic-
es provided by the Federation 
system, however, that allows 
dollars raised here to benefit 
Jews throughout the world.

Says Dara Kaufman, ex-
ecutive director of the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires: 
“When we think about all that 
is happening in our world – 
anti-Semitism and terrorism 
in France, the displacement 
of thousands of Jews due to 
fighting in the Ukraine, and 
the vulnerability of Israel 
surrounded by an explosive 
Middle East – it is hard not to 
feel overwhelmed. 

“But to my mind, it is dur-
ing times like these that I am 
grateful Federation exists. 
Through the Federation’s an-
nual campaign, we are mobi-
lizing the resources needed to 
respond to the ever-changing 
needs of our community, but 
also the entire Jewish world. 
We’re supporting aliyah, we’re 
providing food and shelter to 
displaced Jews, and we are 
at the ready to support our 
brothers and sisters in Israel 
when things explode. When 
our community needs us, we 
are there. Together, we can 
make the kind of impact none 
of us could have alone.” 

Please see page 17 for a 
comprehensive overview 
of the impact your contri-
bution makes in the Berk-
shires and worldwide. 

Super Sunday Chair
This year’s Super Sunday 

chair is Marcie Greenfield-
Simons of Pittsfield, a long-
time supporter of Federation 
who has extensive professional 
experience working for Jew-
ish organizations. This is the 
second time she has taken on 
this important job – she and 
her husband Richard Simons 
were co-chairs nearly 25 years 
ago. Needless to say, her life 
was very different then – she 
was relatively new to the com-
munity, her daughters were 
children, and she was growing 
professionally. In returning to 
this role, she brings a wealth 
of personal experience about 
Jewish life in the Berkshires 
and a seasoned professional’s 
understanding of how orga-
nizations like the Federation 
provide practical benefits 
and Jewish connection to the 
people they serve.

“We have the same needs 
as a large Jewish community,” 
says Greenfield-Simons about 
the Berkshires, “without the 
resources of a large Jewish 
community.” 

Greenfield-Simons experi-
enced firsthand the way that 
Federation can, over time, help 
shape a family’s engagement 
with Jewish life. “Our family is 
grateful to have been a benefi-
ciary of our Federation,” she 
says. “The Federation left its 
imprint on our daughters, who 
are both living engaged Jewish 
lives. We couldn’t have done it 
alone – this Federation helped 
us send them to schools, to 
camps. The Federation was 
with them from pre-school 
through the 12th grade, and it 
was a wise investment.

“When the Jewish Federa-
tion of the Berkshires provides 
support for Jewish education,” 
she continues, “it’s doing 
more than simply giving out X 
amount of dollars. It is send-
ing a message to a child and to 
a family that this community 
cares about Jewish educa-
tion.”

Raised in an assimilated 
Jewish family in the Boston 
area, Marcie felt a passion for 
Jewish life at an early age. 
Months after she moved to 
the Berkshires with husband 
Richard (a Pittsfield native) in 
1989, the opportunity to at-
tend the Jewish Federations of 
North America General Assem-
bly in Cincinnati fell into the 
couple’s lap. She and Richard 
got caught up in the energy of 
the GA – the Soviet Union was 
coming apart at the time and 
the JFNA was mobilizing to 
help Jews in Eastern Europe 
whose needs were urgent. The 
Simons have been active as 
leaders with the Jewish Fed-
eration of the Berkshires ever 
since, and both played a large 
role in resettling Jews from 
the former Soviet Union in this 
region. 

Through her work as Na-
tional Director of PJ Library, 
a position she held for eight 
years, she became familiar 
with the challenges American 

Jewish families face in stay-
ing engaged with the faith and 
community. She saw, too, how 
outreach can change a fam-
ily’s life. “The PJ Library books 
start conversations within a 
home that inspire families 
about Jewish values and en-
gage them in Jewish life,” she 
says, adding that studies of 
PJ Library families show that 
58 percent either started or 
enhanced Jewish practice in 
their homes after starting to 
receive the books.

“The most important thing 
an organization can do is meet 
people where they are in their 
Jewish journey,” she says. In 
the Berkshires, the Federation 
accomplishes this work by fos-
tering collaboration among the 
area’s Jewish congregations 
and organizations. Presently, 
she finds, “the Berkshires are 
blessed with rabbis who see 
the value of collaboration. As 
Super Sunday chair, I’m look-
ing forward to meeting with 
congregants, spiritual lead-
ers, and lay leaders across the 
county.”

Campaign Goals 
These sentiments are 

echoed by Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires President 
Amy Lindner-Lesser, who says 
that “I am proudest of the 
work [Executive Director] Dara 
Kaufman has done opening 
up dialogues, not only with 
local rabbis and presidents, 
but also with groups that had 
not been reached before. She 

SUPER SUNDAY, continued from page 1

has reached out to school 
superintendents, engaged with 
our local schools, partnered 
with cultural organizations, 
and collaborated with local 
businesses and organiza-
tions. Through these efforts, 
she’s really raised Federation’s 
visibility and our accessibil-
ity within the community at 
large. We have seen many new 
people, including many more 
unaffiliated Jews, engaging 
with Jewish life as a result of 
her work. ”

In terms of this year’s 
campaign, Lindner-Lesser 
says: “Our goal is $750,000 
– and we need it! Last year, 
we were pleased to have been 
able to give school and camp 
scholarships to every family 
that asked. This year, we have 
more kids applying and higher 
camp costs to cover. We invest 
a substantial amount in six 
local Hebrew schools, contrib-
uting on average 40 percent 
of their funding. We sponsor 
teenaged students on Birth-
right trips to Israel. Families 
and the schools rely on this 
support – it’s what makes 
Jewish education possible, 
and Jewish education directly 
represents our future.

“Individual participation 
is essential in a small Jew-
ish community like ours,” 
she adds. “We don’t have the 

traditional community orga-
nizations like a day school, 
JCC, or Jewish senior home 
to rely on for services, as they 
do in larger communities. The 
Federation must fill those 
gaps, which is why much of 
the funds we raise in this com-
munity is invested locally. We 
need to support our schools, 
care for our seniors, provide 
social services, and create ed-
ucational and cultural oppor-
tunities that keep those within 
this community connected to 
one another and engaged with 
Israel and the Jewish world 
beyond.” 

What’s New This Year – A 
Matching Grant!

Development Officer Margo 
Golos says part of the chal-
lenge is creating awareness 
that though the demographics 
of this region shift seasonally, 
the Jewish community has 
year-round needs. “We will 
have a large, caring, and well-
motivated volunteer effort at 
two locations working together 
to reach our campaign goals,” 
she says “In just one day, we 
contact hundreds of support-
ers, listen to why they give, 
and close almost 25 percent of 
our gifts.”

What makes this Super 
Sunday even more excit-
ing is that for the first time, 
this Federation has estab-
lished a matching grant. The 
Spitz-Tuchman Family Fund 
and Michael and Joan Ury 
have generously contributed 

additional funding beyond 
their primary gifts to create 
a dollar-for-dollar match op-
portunity for new donors and 
those increasing their gifts. 
For every increased gift, the 
amount above the previous 
year’s contribution will be 
matched, while every first-time 
donor’s gift will be matched in 
its entirety.

Golos hopes volunteers will 
feel more motivated about ask-
ing for increased gifts and new 
contributions. “This match 
gives our campaign a better 
chance to grow exponentially,” 
she says. “The community 
leaders who have so gener-
ously funded this innovation 
understand the importance of 
new gifts and increased gifts to 
help us provide more services 
and opportunities for our com-
munity. 

“We have a long way to go 
to reach our end goal,” she 
adds, “but Super Sunday pro-
pels us forward. This is truly 
a community-building experi-
ence. Yes, it is a fundraising 

day, but we have a lot of fun 
raising those dollars.”

The Gratitude of Giving
Marcie Greenfield-Simons 

shares how working for and 
giving to Federation can enrich 
the lives of individuals and 
families. She says that she set 
her intention for the job ahead 
as Super Sunday chair by tak-
ing to heart the words of Rabbi 
Jonathan Sacks: “When we 
give, it is not just our contri-
bution but we who are raised 
up. We survive by what we are 
given, but we achieve dignity 
by what we give.”

She sums up by saying: “I 
feel profoundly blessed to have 
the opportunity and ability to 
help build community. I know 
that the Federation system is 
saving lives and developing 
Jewish lives, and by contribut-
ing to this worthy cause, the 
lives of all those who give will 
be raised up.”

 “We have the same needs as a large  
Jewish community, without the  
resources of a large Jewish community.”   
 – Marcie Greenfield-Simons,  
  Super Sunday Chair

Super Sunday Phone-a-Thon
May 17

Make the call and make a difference!  
Food, fun, and caller training provided.

Locations and Times
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
 196 South Street, Pittsfield
 8:30 a.m. – 11 a.m.
 10:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Mahaiwe Performing Arts Center 
 at their Administrative Office (not the theater)
 244 Main Street, Suite #3, Great Barrington
 9 am. – noon

Kids and Families: 
 10:15-11:30 a.m. at the Federation offices 
  in Pittsfield
 Doing a mitzvah makes you a superhero!
 Bring your tzedakah box and join us for super 
 hero themed activities, mitzvah stories,  
 and super “sundaes.” Costumes welcome!

Follow-up Phone-a-Thons
 Thursday, May 28, 6:30 – 8 p.m. at the Federation
 Thursday, June 4, 6:30 – 8 p.m. at Hevreh
 Tuesday, June 9, 6:30 – 8 p.m. at the Federation

Thank you to these organizations for supporting this important 
community event
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As my parents planted for me before I was born, so do I plant for those who come after me. – Talmud

Anonymous (9)
Ed Abrahams
Norman Avnet
Barbara Bashevkin
Robert Bashevkin
Linda J. L. Becker
Robert Berend
Shelley Berend
Helene Berke
Lawrence Berke

Lee & Sydelle Blatt
Betty Braun
Cipora Brown
Barbara Cohen
Mark Cohen
Mimi Cohen
C. Jeffrey & Judith Cook
Gerry & Lynn Denmark
Jonathan & Lara Denmark
Sheila K. Donath
Melva Eidelberg
Monroe England, in memory of 

Monroe B. & Isabel England
Steven Feiner
Diana & Stanley Feld
Stuart M. Fischman
Lynn & William Foggle
Elaine Freidman

Eiran Gazit
Jeffrey Goldwasser & Jonquil 

Wolfson
Jordan & Laura Green
Harold Grinspoon
Ellen Heffan
Ed Jaffe, of blessed memory
Elihu Katzman
Marilyn Katzman 
Howard & Nancy Kaufman
Lawrence Klein
Sarah Klein
Arthur Kriger, of blessed 

memory
Fred & Brenda Landes
Beth Laster-Nathan
Andrew S. Levine
Toby H. Levine

Erna Lindner-Gilbert
Amy Lindner-Lesser
Helen Maislen
Ellen Masters
Stuart Masters
Estelle Miller
Robert Newman, of blessed 

memory
Stella Schecter
Arlene D. Schiff
Gary Schiff
Stephen & Deborah Schreier
Martin Silver
Sylvia Silverberg, in memory of 

Jerome Silverberg
Richard A. Simons & Marcie 

Greenfield Simons
Mark & Elisa Snowise

Harold Sparr
Lisa Fletcher-Udel
Edward Udel
Michael & Joan Ury
Mark & Judy Usow
Henry & Beate Voremberg,  

of blessed memory
Alexandra Warshaw
Florence Wineberg
Rabbi Deborah Zecher & 

Rabbi Dennis Ross 

Thank you to these indivduals who through their gift to the Legacy Circle will ensure that 
the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires thrives long into the future. May your name be a 
Blessing, and may the example you set inspire others to create their own Jewish Legacy.
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Volunteers are Vital!
Super Heroes Wanted This Super Sunday (Tights Optional) 

By Susan Frisch Lehrer, Coordinator of Volunteers 

Ah, Spring. How nice it feels after a long, long winter. We all feel renewed 
and refreshed and ready to tackle anything. More people are out and about and 
enjoying themselves. I notice people smiling more. I hope by the time you read 

this, the giant mounds of snow will be melted and 
winter will be long forgotten.

It’s a busy time around the Federation office 
– a veritable hive of activity. We’re gearing up for 
our annual fundraising campaign and all of the 
upcoming summer events. Our small staff is coor-
dinating upcoming events and programs with local 
congregations and affiliate organizations. 

All of these programs take many volunteers and 
many dollars. I would be remiss if I didn’t put in a 
plug for our upcoming Super Sunday fundraising 
phone-a-thon on Sunday, May 17, and other eve-
nings throughout the summer. 

Jobs include making phone calls (to obtain 
pledges) and tallying cards. We need as many volun-
teers as possible to ensure that Super Sunday and 
the campaign are successful. Our time and effort 
in contacting members of the Berkshire Jewish 
community will ensure that the Federation can 
continue to help educate our children, feed our 
seniors, and provide physical and spiritual sus-
tenance to all who need it. 

Think about joining us even if you have never 
done it before. We will provide you with the 
necessary training. Super Sunday is an impor-

tant event in our community as it not only raises much needed funds, but 
also teaches about the Federation and our mission to serve Jews locally and 
abroad. Come join us. You’ll be glad you did. And, you’ll leave knowing that 

Your Federation Presents

you are helping those in 
need. 

We hope that many of 
you will sign up to help 
either at the Federation’s 
offices in Pittsfield or at 
the Mahaiwe Performing 
Arts Center Administra-
tive Office on Main Street 
in Great Barrington. Look 
for more information in-
cluded in this issue of the 

Berkshire Jewish Voice.
We would love it if our kids (and adults) wear their “Super Hero” costumes that 

day as we know that doing a mitzvah makes you a super hero! We’ll have super 
hero activities, PJ Library mitzvah stories, and super “sundaes” for the kids at 
our Federation office from 10:15 – 11:30. So, come in costume and don’t forget to 
bring your filled PJ Library tzedakah boxes and join us!

‘Tis the season for many b’nai mitzvoth in our community. I would love to hear 
from some of the teens about their com-
munity mitzvah projects. Please share 
your projects and pictures with me and 
we’ll feature some this summer. Mazal tov 
to all of you!

We have many needs for volunteers at 
the Federation and in our Jewish commu-
nity. I’m also asking each of the congrega-
tions and affiliate organizations to let me 
know your volunteer needs. I would be 
happy to add them to our TOV Network 
and to this column. I’d love to chat with 
any of the leadership in our congregations 
and organizations about this, so call me. 

B’shalom,
Susan Frisch Lehrer,  
Coordinator of Volunteers
jfb.volunteer@verizon.net 
(413) 442-4360, ext. 14

Super Sunday…not only raises 
much needed funds, but also 
teaches about the Federation and 
our mission to serve Jews locally 
and abroad.
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BARENBLAT, continued from page 1

from inside that person: what 
does that person see?”

The Jewish Renewal move-
ment represented by ALEPH, 
explains Barenblat, is “a 
trans-denominational effort 
to revive Judaism and bring 
back joy. It honors the fact 
that Judaism has always been 
about change.” Approximately 
50 congregations worldwide 
identify as Jewish Renewal, 
but Barenblat says the move-
ment’s influence has perme-
ated even traditional denomi-
nations. “Jewish Renewal 
opened up a toolbox of Jewish 
contemplative practices,” she 
says, citing widely adopted 
innovations such as translat-
ing prayers into “davenable” 
English, incorporating yoga 
and meditation into services, 
and employing inclusive God 
language. Reb Zalman also 

created the rainbow-colored 
B’nai Or tallis, which intro-
duced color to prayer shawl 
fashion that had hitherto been 
exclusively black or blue and 
white.

Barenblat first encountered 
the ideas of Reb Zalman in 
1994 as a student at Wil-
liams College when she read 
The Jew in the Lotus, poet 
Rodger Kamenetz’s account 
of a historic Buddhist–Jewish 
dialogue with the Dalai Lama 
that took place in 1990. “The 
book showed that we are not 
the only people on a spiritual 
journey,” she says, “and we 
should not delude ourselves 
by thinking we have nothing 
to learn.” Barenblat had grown 
up in an observant Jewish 
home and studied religion at 
Williams, but did not think 
about becoming a spiritual 

Creation, Craft, and Klezmer Converge at a 
KI Concert
PITTSFIELD – Congregation 
Knesset Israel invites the entire 
community to experience an 
event “where Torah and Art 
intersect,” a Sunday afternoon 
klezmer concert and multime-
dia art show inspired by the 
opening chapter of the Bible. 
This event, which will take 
place at KI on June 7 from 3 to 
5 p.m., is one of three concerts 
in the Summer Celebration of 
Jewish Music series, which is 
co-sponsored by the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires. 

The musical performance 
will be interwoven with an ex-
hibit of original works created 
by area artists who studied 
the first chapter of the Book of 
Genesis with KI’s Rabbi David 
Weiner and Judaic artist Wen-
dy Rabinowitz. This program, 
called “The Artist’s Torah: A 
Call and Response,” comprised 
two sessions held in fall 2014 
and spring 2015, during which 
the artists studied the Torah 
text in depth, some for the first 
time. They then learned how to 
step inside the ancient words 

and feel the freedom to trans-
late them into their respective 
materials and styles. About 
half of the group continued to 
meet voluntarily during the 
gap between November and 
April to inspire and encourage 
one another.

The individual artists, some 
of whom are noted profession-
als, were charged with reaching 
for their own spiritual under-
standing of Creation. In doing 
so, they used diverse media 
such as film, music, 
voice, poetry, paint, 
fabrics, paper-fold-
ing, and more. The 
artists will present 
their interpretations 
of the Torah’s de-
scription of Creation 
at the program, and 
will also share brief 
remarks about their 
creative processes 
and the development 
of their personal as-
sociations to the text.

Following the 
multimedia concert/

exhibition, attendees will be 
able to view the works and 
meet the artists. Light refresh-
ments will be served. 

The registration fee of $18 
can be mailed to or dropped 
off at Congregation Knesset 
Israel, 16 Colt Road, Pittsfield, 
MA 01201. For information 
and reservations, call Myrna 
Hammerling at (413) 445-
4872, ext. 16, or email:  
mhammerling@knessetisrael.
org. 

leader until 2002, when she 
went on a week-long retreat at 
Elat Chayim (a Hazon pro-
gram) and first encountered 
Jewish Renewal teachers.

She attended meditations 
in the morning, tikkun olam 
programs in the evening, and 
was exposed to alternative 
kinds of services. She recalls 
that while on retreat, she 
davened in a yurt (a portable, 
round tent covered with skins 
used by Central Asian steppe 
nomads), where for the first 
time she saw women wearing 
tefillin. She remembers think-
ing: “I want to be a rabbi like 
these rabbis.”

But, she says, “I thought 
I’d do it later in life.” She had 
obtained an MFA from Ben-
nington Writing Seminars, 
and was immersed in writ-
ing poetry and other literary 
endeavors. But spurred on by 
her if-not-now-when-Hillel-
quoting husband, Barenblat 
changed course and entered 
the ALEPH rabbinic program 
in 2005. Her path to ordina-
tion included 60 courses over 
six years of study; she later 
received a secondary ordina-
tion in spiritual direction as a 
mashpi’ah from ALEPH. Along 
the way, she blogged as “The 
Velveteen Rabbi,” a site Time 
magazine cited as one of the 
top 25 blogs in 2008. In 2011, 
she was appointed the rabbi 
at CBI (after having served an 
apprenticeship there), while in 
2013, she was named a Rab-

bis Without Borders fellow by 
Clal, the Center for Learning 
and Leadership.

Clearly, though Barenblat 
has long been engaged with 
the Jewish world beyond 
the Berkshires, she says her 
role as a rabbi and the life of 
her congregation keeps her 
grounded. Her ALEPH co-
chair, Rabbi David Markus, is 
also the spiritual leader of a 
small congregation, his on City 
Island in the Bronx.

“Both David and I serve 
small shuls,” she says, and 
while with ALEPH they “have 
flights of fancy of what we 
want to bring to all the world, 
but we have to balance that 
with our congregations, which 
are living laboratories” of what 
can actually be accomplished. 
She adds: “I think have the 
best of both worlds – I have 
a rural congregation and can 
also have an impact on the 
canvas of Jewish life.” 

No doubt, many would find 
carrying on the work of a be-
loved and world-famous figure 
like Reb Zalman – who did not 
name a successor – to be a 
daunting proposition. (At press 
time, Yankees shortstop Didi 
Gregorius was batting .154.) 
But Barenblat is approaching 
her new role with confidence 
and energy, secure that Reb 
Zalman and his students have 
left a sound foundation. “Da-
vid and I are students of his 
students,” says Barenblat. “We 
want to bring Jewish Renewal 

to new people, to share its 
wealth of riches. It changed 
my life, and now I have to fig-
ure out how to let other people 
know what it is.” Their terms 
run for three years, and their 
jobs will be to guide ALEPH’s 
board. Since she and David 
Markus are the first to hold 
the position, she says she does 
not know what to expect. She 
is starting out with “a listening 
tour around the country where 
we can talk to the innovators 
out there.”

She also sees the Berk-
shires as a place where Jewish 
Renewal ideas can flourish. 
Two rabbinic colleagues in 
the county received ordina-
tion from the two other most 
prominent Jewish organiza-
tions that can be described as 
trans-denominational – Rabbi 
Joshua Breindel (see “Rabbi 
Reflections on page 2) from 
Hebrew College and Rabba 
Kaya Stern-Kaufman (see 
story on page 14) from the 
Academy for Jewish Religion.

“We learn together,” Baren-
blat says, and have explored 
way to collaborate. “We are 
moving into a post-denomi-
national era, where no one is 
sure one denomination has 
the whole answer. There are 
a lot of people out there doing 
Jewish Revival work, even if 
not formally.

“Through ALEPH, we want 
to get them all working to-
gether.”

Sonia Pilcer

Noted Author Sonia Pilcer 
to Speak About Her Work
GREAT BARRINGTON – On 
Sunday, May 3, at 5 p.m., 
Congregation Ahavath Sholom 
will host Sonia Pilcer, second 
generation descendant of Holo-
caust survivors, award-winning 
author, screenwriter, writing 
guru, and dramatist. She is the 
author of six novels, including 
The Holocaust Kid, an autobio-
graphical novel inspired by her 
family’s experiences. The novel 
begins in post-war Poland, and 
covers the family’s time in the 
Landsberg Displaced Persons 
Camp and the arrival of a 
daughter, whose life the narra-
tive follows as she becomes an 
“American girl.” 

The Last Hotel, Pilcer’s 
latest novel, is written in her 
unique style, which has been 
described as “... Elie Wiesel 
shot through with a heavy 
dose of Henry Miller and a 
little bit of early Philip Roth 
for good measure.” In her first 
novel, Teen Angel, she wrote 
about her adolescence in 
Washington Heights, and join-
ing a girl’s gang. Maiden Rites, 
her second novel, followed her 
heroine from Queens in her 
attempt to fall in love and lose 
her virginity to a Columbia 
student. I-LAND (Ballantine) 
presented a series of mono-
logues by a group of Manhat-
tan singles on the make dur-
ing one long day and night. 

Pilcer also wrote the influ-
ential essay “2G” for a national 
publication, which coined the 
term for Second Generation 
(children of Holocaust survi-
vors). The controversial essay 
has been widely anthologized.

Pilcer brings a theatrical 
flair to her presentations, hav-
ing worked with many actors 

and directors. Her frank and 
funny dialogue has made her 
books naturals for adapta-
tion in other media. She sold 
the film rights of Teen Angel 
to Universal Studios, and 
co-wrote the screenplay with 
Garry Marshall. She wrote 
Little Darlings from a movie 
script and adapted I-LAND 
into a play, which ran at 
the Thirteenth Street Reper-
tory Theater for six years. Her 
theatrical adaptation of The 
Holocaust Kid continues to 
be performed in the U.S. and 
abroad. 

She is married with one 
son, and lives in New York City 
and in the Berkshires.

Pilcer will appear at Con-
gregation Ahavath Sholom, 
15 North Street, Great Bar-
rington. The suggested dona-
tion is $10. For more informa-
tion, For more information, 
call (413) 528-4917 or visit 
www.ahavathsholom.com.
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“The Intractable Middle East” –  
Distinguished Lecture at the Lenox Library
LENOX – As part of the Dis-
tinguished Lecture Series at 
the Lenox Library, Stephen 
Berk, Professor of Holocaust 
and Jewish Studies at Union 
College (NY), will speak about 
“The Intractable Middle East” 
on May 17. 

“My views on the subject 
run counter to what one now 
gets from magazines and 
newspapers,” says Berk, who 
adds that his take on the is-
sues that have long roiled the 
Middle East “was once the 
conventional view. Now, how-
ever, it is not a conventional 
view.” 

Berk has lectured through-
out North America on topics 
relating to Jewish history, 
the Holocaust, and Israel. At 
the Lenox lecture, he says he 
will describe the origins of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict and then 
explore many of the twists 
and turns Middle East his-
tory has taken, including the 
recent armed conflict in Gaza 
between Israel and Hamas, the 
election that kept Benjamin 
Netanyahu in office as Prime 
Minister, and the controversies 
surrounding how to effectively 
deal with Iran’s nuclear aspi-
rations and ongoing sponsor-
ship of terrorism around the 
globe. 

A self-professed “two state 
man” as regards the Israel/
Palestinian conflict, Berk 
nonetheless asserts that “no 
country should be forced to 
commit suicide.” He says that 
the diplomatic and media flack 
Netanyahu took for express-
ing opposition to a Palestinian 
state in the run-up to the re-
cent Israeli election consisted 
largely of “cheap shots – Ne-
tanyahu has been consistent 
in saying that under prevailing 
conditions” the two state plan 
is not the right one. Berk will 
share his thoughts on how the 
two state solution might be vi-
ably implemented.

Another topic that Berk 
says he will address is the 
split between Sunni and Shiite 
Muslims, and what it portends 
for the Middle East. He will 
also consider whether Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s policy 
toward Israel falls within 
the continuum of traditional 
US policy toward the Jew-
ish State, or if it represents a 
break with the past.

This certain-to-be-lively 
lecture will take place at the 
Lenox Library on Sunday, May 
17, beginning at 4 p.m. The 
lecture is free and open to the 
public. Reservations are not 
required. Professor Jeremy 

Professor Stephen Berk

Yudkin (see the page 1 story 
on Knosh & Knowledge) con-
ceived the idea for the Distin-
guished Lecture Series in 2006 
in order “to continue the intel-
lectual and artistic stimula-
tion that is so powerful during 
the summer months into the 
winter, so that we Berkshire 
residents can enjoy thinking, 
looking, and listening.”

The Library is located at 
18 Main Street in downtown 
Lenox. 

For more on Professor 
Berk, visit www.profstephen-
berk.com.

10 Commandments /  
10,000 Calories 
Celebrate Shavuot With a Reading of the 
Commandments and Dairy Lunch/Ice 
Cream Dessert
PITTSFIELD – On Sunday, 
May 24, Chabad of the Berk-
shires celebrates the 3527th 
anniversary of the Children of 
Israel’s receipt of the Torah at 
Mt. Sinai with a community 
service, followed by a dairy 
lunch.

Where does the tradition 
of eating dairy on this holiday 
come from? “As the Torah was 
given and the laws of kosher 
dining were first received,” 
explains Rabbi Levi Volovik, 
“the Jewish People were not 
yet capable of properly prepar-
ing beef and poultry. As such, 
they ate dairy. 

“No, Shavuot isn’t all about 
the food,” he adds. “What is 
important is that the commu-
nity is joining together, hear-
ing the Ten Commandments, 
and celebrating the Torah. But 
the good food certainly helps!”

Rabbi Volovik says that 
though Shavuot is an often 
overlooked holiday, it was 
in fact a major pilgrimage 
festival (along with Sukkot 
and Pesach) when all of Israel 
would travel to Jerusalem 
to celebrate in the Temple. 
Nowadays, cheesecakes, pesto 
pastas, lasagna, and cheese 
blintzes all take center stage 
(as they will at Chabad), which 
some suggest has contributed 
to the renewed popularity this 

holiday currently enjoys.
All are invited regardless 

of background or affiliation. 
Chabad of the Berkshires is 
located at 450 South Street 
in Pittsfield. For more in-
formation visit www.jewish-
berkshires.com or call (413) 
499-9899.

Additional Shavuot Events 
at Chabad:

Shabbaton: On Friday, May 
22, there will be a pre-Shavuot 
Shabbat dinner at 7 p.m. with 
Mrs. Miriam Yerushalmi, a 
psychologist in New York who 
leads retreats around the 
world for couples, women, and 
children. She will speak about 
how to create harmony in the 
home while finding a pathway 
to true and lasting happiness 
according to Kabbalah. Cost: 
$18 per person. Reservations 
are required by May 2.

Speaker: On Saturday, 
May 23, join lawyer David 
Yerushalmi at 1:30 p.m. as he 
discusses the idea of freedom 
of speech and its Biblical foun-
dations. Yerushalmi is a law-
yer who specializes in consti-
tutional law and securities law 
litigation with an emphasis on 
national security, commercial 
litigation, and public policy. 
He is also interested in Islamic 
law. The talk is free of charge.

Contemporary Jewish Music Performer  
Julie Silver Live in Concert
GREAT BARRINGTON – 
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire 
invites the community to join 
in its 40th year anniversary 
celebration at a special perfor-
mance by Julie Silver, one of 
the most beloved performers 
in the world of contemporary 
Jewish music. She is a singer-
songwriter who has engaged 
her audiences with her lyrical 
guitar playing and her engag-
ing stage presence for over 25 
years. 

The concert will take place 
Sunday, May 17 at noon, and 
will coincide with the close of 
Hevreh’s Religious School year. 

Without backing from a 
major label, Julie Silver has 
sold more than 100,000 cop-

ies of her CDs. Between 1992 
and 2000 she released some 
of the highest selling, success-
ful albums of original Jewish 
music (Together, From Strength 
to Strength, Walk With Me, and 
Beyond Tomorrow).

Her songs have become so 
tightly woven into the fabric of 
American Judaism that they 
have become “standards” in 
worship, camp, and academic 
settings. This concert is free to 
all, and is appropriate for all 
ages.

Hevreh of Southern Berk-
shire is located at 270 State 
Road in Great Barrington. 
Please call (413) 528-6378 for 
more information. Singer/Songwriter Julie Silver

www.jewishberkshires.org
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B’Shalom Chorale Tunes Up for a Second Summer Season

The B’Shalom Chorale at their 2014 concert

GREAT BARRINGTON – Music 
lovers, prick up your ears – 
the B’Shalom Chorale is back 
for its second musical season.

Under the artistic direc-
tion of Cantor Emily Sleeper 
Mekler, the Chorale will be 
singing music by composers 
from various eras and genres, 
including Baroque, 19th/20th 
century, Yiddish Theatre, and 
more. Once again, the Chorale 
is looking for new singers, who 
will all have the opportunity 
to work with noted singer and 
conductor Jack Brown and 
with all-around musician and 
accompanist Joe Rose. 

Rehearsals begin Wednes-
day, May 27, and continue 
every Wednesday evening 
until the Chorale’s concert on 
August 12. Rehearsals and 
concert both take place at 
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, 
270 State Road in Great Bar-
rington. 

The Berkshire Chorale was 
imagined, created, and coordi-
nated by Cantor Mekler, who 
was the long-time cantor of 
Sinai Temple in Springfield, 
MA. She also founded and co-
ordinated the Greater Hartford 
Zimriyah. Cantor Mekler holds 
that rehearsing is as much 
fun as offering a concert, and 
wants any prospective singers 
to know that some choral ex-
perience is helpful, but anyone 
with a nice singing voice and a 
willingness to learn is welcome 
to participate. 

To find out more about 
the Chorale and volunteering 
opportunities, please contact 
Cantor Mekler at (413) 531-
8706 or by emailing: bsha-
lomchorale@gmail.com. The 
B’Shalom Chorale is spon-
sored in part by a grant from 
the Harold Grinspoon Founda-
tion.

Next Year in Israel – 2016 Land and Spirit 
Trip Announced 

Chabad of the Berkshires 
has announced that it will be 
joining sister Chabad Houses 
from around the world to take 
part in the Jewish Learning 
Institute’s Land and Spirit 
Israel Experience next spring, 
March 27 through April 5, 
2016. 
Trip highlights will include:

• Journey of Learning: The 
Jewish Learning Institute 
will bring history to life as 

participants discover the 
origins of Jewish nation-
hood and spiritual secrets 
of the land’s holy sites.

• Israel Today: Participants 
will hear from chief rabbis, 
military brass, and political 
leaders who will provide an 
insider’s view of modern-
day Israel’s challenges and 
triumphs.

• Mission of Solidarity: 
The tour will head to the 

frontlines of Israel’s fight 
for survival with a visit the 
beleaguered community of 
Hebron, and meet Israel 
Defense Soldiers. 

For more information on 
joining the Berkshires con-
tingent, contact Rabbi Levi 
Volovik at (413) 499-9899 or 
email at: jewishberkshires@
gmail.com.

Welcome the Sabbath with 
a Musical Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service
STOCKBRIDGE – At 7 p.m. 
on Friday, May 29, Rimon, 
Resource Center for Jewish 
Spirituality will offer a contem-
plative and musical Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service led by Rabba 
Kaya Stern-Kaufman and Reb 
Shir Yaakov Feit at the First 
Congregational Church of 
Stockbridge, 4 Main Street, 
Stockbridge. 

The service will be held in 
the Jonathan Edwards Room 
service and will be followed by 
a vegetarian pot-luck Shab-
bat dinner. Please note that all 
dishes must be vegetarian. 

All are welcome, and there 
is no fee. For more information 
call (413) 274-1034 or visit 
www.rimonberkshires.org.

$15 Off any facial or  
massage (complimentary  

sauna session).  
Limit 1 per customer.  

Cannot be combined with  
any other offer.
Expires 6/15/15

20% Off 
Any service for new  

customers.
Cannot be combined with  
any other offer. Not valid 
toward the purchase of  

a gift certificate.
Expires 6/15/15

Voted The Berkshires Best Spa!

Spring Specials

Free 
eyebrow or lip wax  

with any facial.  
Limit 1 per customer.  

Cannot be combined with  
any other offer.
Expires 6/15/15

740 Williams St., Pittsfield (Williams St. plaza, Next to Berkshire Eye Center)

Open 6 days
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Recognized as One of North America’s Most Inspiring Rabbis, Rimon’s 
Kaya Stern-Kaufman Works Locally to Reinvigorate Spiritual Life 

FEATURES AND LOCAL NEWS 

In March, the Jewish 
Daily Forward selected the 
Berkshires’ own Rabba Kaya 
Stern-Kaufman, founder of 
Rimon: Resource Center for 
Jewish Spirituality, as one of 
the 33 most inspiring rabbis 
in North America, choosing 
her from among hundreds 
of nominees submitted by 
readers. “Through Rabba 
Stern-Kaufman’s learning 
and embrace of diversity,” the 
Forward cited, “many people 
who would not otherwise have 
a way to connect to Judaism 
are now exploring the richness 
of the tradition.”

In 2013, the Pew Research 
Center study A Portrait of Jew-
ish Americans set off alarm 
bells throughout the Jewish 
community, starting with its 
intriguing finding that while 
Jews continue to retain a 
strong identification with Ju-
daism, “one-in-five Jews (22%) 
now describe themselves as 
having no religion.” That per-
centage jumps to 26% among 
Generation Xers (born 1965-
80) and to 32% among Millen-
nials (born after 1980). Yet the 
study could not easily quantify 
whether this disconnection is 
born of lack of education, lack 
of interest, or active rejection 
of the faith, nor could it cap-
ture statistically what exists of 
that ephemeral, but enduring 
and essential, component of 
the human makeup – the de-
sire for spiritual meaning and 
engagement. 

That is precisely the 
emotional and intellectual 
experience that Rabba Stern-
Kaufman is working to engage 
through Rimon. “For many, 
the Pew study was eye-open-
ing,” she says, “but it only 
documented what I’ve known 
anecdotally for decades.” For 
a long stretch of her own Jew-
ish journey, Stern-Kaufman 
admits, “I didn’t find that 
my spirituality was being 
nourished.” Engagements 

as a teacher in local Hebrew 
schools brought her in contact 
with “scores of people who 
felt similarly. That was the 
background in my developing 
Rimon.”

She describes her initial 
Jewish identification as “Con-
servadox” – she was raised 
in a Conservative home in 
Monsey, NY, which was then 
heavily Jewish, but not the 
ultra-Orthodox enclave it is 
today. An early and passionate 
attraction to a deeper Jewish 
education led her to attend a 
Modern Orthodox junior high 
school. “I begged my parents 
to send me to yeshiva,” she 
remembers. She had been 
deeply impressed by her 
grandfather, Harry Katzen, an 
Orthodox rabbi from Latvia 
who she describes as a “talmid 
chacham (wise student) – he 
was always learning deeply.” 

She persisted with her 
Hebrew studies even though 
her language skills lagged 
behind those at her grade level 
who had started learning in 
elementary school. For the 
first three years of middle and 
high school, she spent half her 
day with studying Hebrew with 
2nd graders – “embarrassing, 
but I wanted it so badly,” she 
says. (She caught up by the 
time she was a senior.)

“I considered myself at that 
time a ba’alat teshuva,” she 
says, “living frum in a non-
Orthodox environment.” She 
was a chapter leader of NCSY 
and attended dozens of Shab-
batons.

Though “passionate” in her 
faith, at the same time Stern-
Kaufman started to accumu-
late experiences that led her to 
reassess her engagement with 
Orthodox Judaism. “I was dis-
appointed in some of the rab-
bis in high school,” she says. 
“Their middot (behavior) did 
not seem to reflect what they 
were teaching.” She felt that 
“any mystical interest was re-

jected in a very harsh 
way,” nor was she per-
mitted to participate 
in a “boy’s club” study 
group. Additionally, 
an NCSY-affiliated 
rabbi she knew was 
convicted of sexual 
abuse – “the deepest 
level of hypocrisy and 
betrayal,” she says.

She left the Or-
thodox fold when 
she attended college, 
though she continued 
to practice the faith on 
her own. Her earlier 
negative experiences 
led her to further ex-
amine the patriarchal 
values involved in the 
formation of Juda-
ism. “I found I couldn’t 
stay connected on an 
Orthodox level,” she 
says with palpable 
sadness. “I felt spiritu-
ally betrayed as my 
awareness grew.”

Stern-Kaufman 
became a social worker, mar-
ried, and raised two children 
Jewishly. She arrived in the 
Berkshires in 1996, and 
taught Judaic Studies at sev-
eral Hebrew schools. Along the 
way, she became well schooled 
in Eastern thought, though 
she “never identified” with any 
faith but Judaism. She had 
trouble finding a clear path-
way back to Judaism, partly 
because of her earlier disil-
lusionment, partly because, 
she explains, “I was so over-
educated [about Judaism] in 
another context.” 

Ultimately, however, that 
background brought her back 
to Jewish practice. “I hit a 
certain age,” she recalls, “and I 
felt my Jewish soul and energy 
calling me. I realized that if 
you are not happy, if you are 
feeling unmet, you have to do 
something about it. And I had 
the education.” She says she 
was further motivated by “a 

addition to the classes 
on Talmud and mysti-
cism, musical Kabba-
lat Shabbat services, 
eco-tefillah hikes, and 
special holiday cele-
brations presented un-
der the Rimon aegis, 
Stern-Kaufman often 
leads services at the 
egalitarian, unaffili-
ated Berkshire Minyan 
and has engaged in 
outreach to local syna-
gogues in order to to 
support their spiritual 
practices. “We need to 
see ourselves as one 
community,” she says 
of the Jewish Berk-
shires, adding that 
there is no space to be 
territorial.

Since the findings 
of the Pew Center 
study were published, 
it has become more 
common to encounter 
– in Jewish publica-
tions and from Jew-

ish religious and lay lead-
ers – rhetoric addressing the 
dichotomy between the idea 
of Judaism as a peoplehood-
oriented religion and the idea 
of Judaism as a spiritual path. 
Which of the two is the best 
way forward, the one destined 
to keep Jews (particularly 
those who identify as secular) 
within the fold? 

Rabba Stern-Kaufman’s 
perspective is shaped by her 
experience in the Berkshires, 
a region known for attracting 
earnest and dedicated spiri-
tual seekers of every stripe. 
Here she has encountered “all 
kinds of Jews – secular but 
yoga fanatics to those wanting 
a traditional Jewish experience 
– who have all been waiting 
for years for Jewish spiritual 
engagement. 

 “My sense is that there is 
a movement away from ‘tribal’ 
Judaism,” she says. “So many 
people are intermarrying and 
leaving Judaism, because they 
only see Judaism as tribal. 
The only way Judaism with 
survive among people on the 
Left, will be a Judaism that 
survives by sustaining people’s 
spiritual needs.”

Rabba Kaya Stern-Kaufman

Wildman on the Wildmans at the Wildman 
Lecture
PITTSFIELD – For roughly a 
decade, Congregation Knesset 
Israel has been the benefi-
ciary of the annual Wildman 
Lecture Series established by 
Joseph and Judy Wildman, 
siblings raised in Pittsfield by 
their parents Dorothy and Karl 
Wildman. Many longtime resi-
dents are likely to remember 
the elder Wildmans primar-
ily as a community-minded 
couple dedicated to Jewish 
learning and causes. At this 
year’s lecture, however, their 
granddaughter Sarah Wildman 
will talk about her book Paper 
Love: Searching for the Girl 
My Grandfather Left Behind, 
which recounts their far more 
complex, and heretofore un-
told, history.

On the weekend of June 
12-13 – starting with Shirei 
Shabbat on Friday evening 
and continuing through an 
after lunch talk on Saturday – 
Wildman will share results of 
research that revealed a past 
unknown to even the closest 

friends and confidants of her 
Pittsfield grandparents. 

Her book was published in 
October 2014 to considerable 
acclaim.

David Grann, author of 
The Lost City of Z, wrote: “In 
spellbinding prose, Sarah 
Wildman traces her quest to 
understand what happened to 
her grandfather’s mysterious 
lover whom he had to leave 
behind when he fled Vienna in 
1938. Revealing deeper truths 
about history and the tricky 
nature of memory, Paper Love 
is a breathtakingly powerful 
and beautiful new book.”

“Wildman long ago turned 
her attention to the complex 
afterlife of the Holocaust,” 
wrote Gideon Lewis-Kraus, 
author of A Sense of Direction, 
“and this book – thoroughly 
researched, adventurously 
reported, and vulnerably writ-
ten – has fulfilled her promise 
as the most important literary 
representative of her genera-
tion.” 

Those interested in reading 
Paper Love before the lecture 
can purchase a copy at the 
Knesset Israel office at 16 Colt 
Road in Pittsfield. For infor-
mation and reservations, call 
Myrna Hammerling at (413) 
445-4872, ext. 16, or email: 
mhammerling@knessetisrael.
org.

profound sense that so much 
richness was not being prop-
erly conveyed.” Her re-engage-
ment with the faith was, she 
says, “almost a rescue mis-
sion.”

Stern-Kaufman attended 
the Academy of Jewish Reli-
gion, a seminary that char-
acterizes itself as practicing 
“a pluralistic approach which 
cherishes many different 
approaches to Jewish life as 
equally valid and acceptable 
ways of serving God and the 
Jewish People.” After obtaining 
ordination in 2011, she spent 
a year listening to people’s 
needs in the Berkshires to fig-
ure out her next step. “People 
wanted to share stories,” she 
says, “and many told me that 
while they feel deeply Jewish, 
they had no way to connect. 

“That birthed Rimon,” she 
says. She defines Rimon’s goal 
aa being to reclaim, re-inspire, 
and re-invigorate spiritual 
life. Collaboration within the 
Berkshires Jewish community 
is key to her approach, which 
is why Stern-Kaufman calls 
Rimon a “resource.” She has 
worked, for example, to estab-
lish a hevreh kaddisha (burial 
society) in South County. In 

Affiliate with a Congregation.
You, the congregation, and the Jewish community  

benefit when you do
• YOU GET the Jewish enrichment and spiritual nourishment you are seeking.

• YOU GET the rabbinical support you need in times of joy and sorrow.

• YOU RECONNECT with your community and your Jewish roots.

• YOU CAN PARTICIPATE in a variety of servic-
es, classes, and programs that keep Judaism alive 
and flourishing in Berkshire County.

• THE CONGREGATION IS THE INSTITUTION 
that has sustained the Jewish people for two  
millenia throughout the world. Orthodox,  
Conservative, Reconstructionist, or Reform, the 
Jewish community wins when you join the  
congregation of your choice.

The Jewish Federation of the Berkshires  
encourages you to affiliate.
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Local Educator Awarded for Excellence in 
Jewish Education

Esther Benari-Altmann (left) with Hebrew school students at Temple Anshe Amunim

PITTSFIELD – Esther Benari-
Altmann was chosen as one of 
four winners of the 2015 Har-
old Grinspoon Award for Ex-
cellence in Jewish Education 
in Western Massachusetts. 
The surprise announcement 
was made at Temple Anshe 
Amunim’s March 20 Shabbat 
service by Martina Zobel of the 
Grinspoon Foundation and 
Dara Kaufman of the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires.

As education director 
for Temple Anshe Amunim, 
Benari-Altmann has over-
seen significant growth of the 
Religious Education program, 
as well as classroom renova-
tion and the redevelopment of 
adult education programming. 
In marking this honor, the 
Temple released this state-
ment: “Esther is a passionate 
and committed educator who 

leads by example, instilling in 
children that there is nothing 
they cannot accomplish. In-
corporating music and activi-
ties, she helps children think 
outside of the box and adapt 
lessons to their daily lives.”

Benari-Altmann has over 
two decades of experience in 
Jewish education, including 
as principal of supplementary 
and day schools in eastern 
and western Canada. Prior 
to her career as an educator, 
Benari-Altmann, an Israeli na-
tive, worked as a criminal at-
torney, including time as chief 
prosecutor in the Haifa Police 
Judicial Department. She 
holds a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Education and Jewish Stud-
ies from Bar-Ilan University, 
Israel, and Jewish Day School 
Principal Certification from 
York University, Canada, as 

well as a Master’s Degree and 
a LLB from Tel Aviv University, 
Israel.

Rabbi Josh Breindel ex-
pressed his excitement with 
the award: “This is a great 
honor both for Esther and for 
our temple family - it directly 
validates the importance that 
our community places on 
educational excellence. Esther 
and Rachel Alemany were both 
nominated this year; while 
we celebrate Esther’s well-
deserved award, I feel blessed 
that our congregation is home 
to two of this year’s honorees.”

Established in 1986, the 
Harold Grinspoon Charitable 
Foundation rewards excellence 
in teaching and education and 
recognizes those who encour-
age young people to reach 
their academic and leadership 
potential.

Talking Hebrew Education in the Berkshires 
with Esther Benari-Altmann

Berkshire Jewish Voice: How much of your approach to educating 
students was shaped by your experience in Israel, and how much by your 
20 years in North America? What, generally speaking, are some differences 
in the Israeli and American approaches to education?

Esther Benari-Altmann: The teaching of the Hebrew language in Israel, 
it being the mother tongue of most Israelis, brings different challenges 
and experiences to an Israeli educator. Most of the time, the biggest chal-
lenge will be finding strategies and tools to help students with learning 
disabilities. As an educator, trained in the field of special education, I have 
developed methods to teach children according to their needs.

Teaching Hebrew as a second language, and sometimes as a third one, 
in the Diaspora brings many challenges and raises many questions: What 
is the purpose of teaching the Hebrew language? What do we want to 
teach – reading only? Is the purpose only to read from the Siddur? Do we 
want our students to understand the text they are reading? Do we want 
to teach Modern Hebrew? How much can we teach in a two-day (4 hours 
a week) supplementary school? There is no single right answer to these 
questions. Each educator has a different approach and designs his or her 
own curricula.

I believe that teaching Hebrew from an early age helps children to 
become proficient in it. I encourage my students to ask questions, to 
understand what they are reading. My methods of teaching Hebrew are 
built on [Howard] Gardner’s theory of multiple intelligences. In my class a 
lesson comprises different activities. The students do not sit at their desk 
and just read and write, they sing and they move. This allows children to 
be engaged in the learning, using the skills of their strength.

As an educator in the Diaspora, I also teach Judaic studies to all ages. I 
found that teaching subjects such as holidays is very different than teaching 
them in Israel. The reason for this is that no matter if you are religious or 
secular, the holidays are part of the Israeli culture. In the Diaspora, however, 
if we don’t make it a priority in our children’s life it will not become their 
culture and identity. I see this as my mission and responsibility to bring 
the love of Judaism to my students, and teach them about Torah, mitzvot, 
and love for Israel.

BJV: What are some of the challenges facing a Jewish educator that are 
particular to the Berkshires? What are some of the advantages this com-
munity possesses?

EBA: Some of the challenges that we have are related to teaching 
resources. In the Berkshires we are short of qualified and certified Jewish 
educators, in particular educators who are trained to teach Hebrew as a 
second language. As we are far from the Boston area, any training and 
professional development for teachers is an expense, which often becomes 
a burden to the synagogue.

The cost of having a good program is quite high and some parents 
cannot pay full tuition. As the Director of Education of Temple Anshe 
Amunim and CHAI, I would like to thank, on behalf of the teachers and the 
students, the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires and the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation for their support of our programs. Without this support we 
would not been able to carry such a program.

BJV: How do you see the community’s approach to education evolving 
over the next 5 to 10 years?

EBA: I hope that Jewish education in the Berkshires will continue to grow 
with the help of the community at large. Formal and informal education will 
be a priority for parents. As there is no Jewish day school in the Berkshires, 
the only way to instill the love and commitment for Judaism in our children 
is to create a strong bond between the family and the synagogue, where 
Jewish education takes place.

Hevreh’s Confirmation Class in Prague, with Rabbi Gordon (first row, far right)

Letter from Prague: “Travel as a Jewish  
Experience”
By Rabbi Jodie Gordon, Assistant Rabbi, Hevreh of Southern Berkshire

Martin Buber wrote: “All 
journeys have secret destina-
tions of which the traveler is 
unaware.” 

On March 19, travelers 
from Hevreh of Southern 
Berkshires’ confirmation class 
journeyed to Prague, in the 
Czech Republic. Before leav-
ing on this whirlwind trip, I 
posed this question to them: 
“Why do we travel?” Over the 
course of their time in Prague, 
answers to this question 
were illuminated through the 
prisms of history, culture, art, 
food, and encounters with 
new people. For some of the 
teen travelers, this was their 
very first time on an airplane; 
for others—the first time out 
of the United States. But, for 
everyone, whether this was 
their first or their twentieth 
passport stamp, the transfor-
mative power of the trip was 
undeniable. As participant 
Meryl Phair shared: “Our tour 
guide put it perfectly – ‘Prague 
is a city of history with a little 
magic mixed in.’” 

Our trip featured three 
distinct encounters with the 
Jewish experience in Prague: 

we toured the historic Jewish 
quarter, spent Shabbat with 
Beit Simcha (a Reform congre-
gation in Prague), and vis-
ited Terezin, which had been 
known as the “model concen-
tration camp” during World 
War II. As participant Donovan 
Sawyer reflected: “For me, 
going to the Terezin concentra-
tion camp was the most touch-
ing and powerful thing that 
we did there. It was important 
for me to learn about what life 
was really like in a concentra-
tion camp. The Holocaust is 
part of my history as a Jew-
ish teenager and going to the 
camp made it so much more 
meaningful for me.”

Beyond the history and 
beautiful architecture, the 
group simply had an amazing 
time being together. Confir-
mation class members will 
reflect on their experience at a 
special Friday evening service 
on May 1 at 7:30 p.m., explor-
ing the question of “why do we 
travel?” and reflecting on the 
idea of travel as a vehicle for 
strengthening Jewish identity. 
Additionally, all Hevreh teens 
who have earned their driver’s 

license in the past year will 
be called forward for a “Car 
Mitzvah,” a ritual of blessing 
as they take on this exciting 
new responsibility.
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Shira Weiner in “Before and After the Maple Syrup Tasting”

Before: “You expect me to eat that?” After: “May I have some more, please?”

“Brrrrrrrr!” “Baaaaaa!” “Mmmm!” 
– A Chilly but Sweet Family Fun Day at Ioka Valley Farm

A denizen of Ioka Valley Farm

Eliot Stern with pet food and cleaning supplies destined for the 
Berkshire Humane Society

HANCOCK – It was really cold on March 15, but the more than 50 kids, 
parents, and grandparents who attended the Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires’ Family Fun Day at Ioka Valley Farm received a warm welcome 
from the staff and other denizens of the farm. Visitors learned about maple 
sugaring and enjoyed tastings of maple treats, and also contributed to an 
overflowing basket of pet and cleaning supplies to the Berkshire Humane 
Society in honor of Good Deeds Day. Highlights included storytelling from 
the PJ Library book Picture a Tree by Barbara Reid, and families enjoyed a 
scavenger hunt based on the theme of trees in the Jewish world.

Your Federation Presents
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Our Community’s 2015 Campaign Goal is $750,000 
 

See How Your Gift to the 2015 Annual Campaign Will Help Jews 
Across the Berkshires, in Israel, and Around the World 

 

 
 
 

  

Jewish Life for 
Young Families 
You can help young families in the 
Berkshires embrace Jewish values and 
traditions while building a supportive 
community with Jewish peers through 
programs like PJ Library and Federation 
Family Days. 
 

Food Security, Health Care, 
and Winter Relief 
Winters are long and cold in the Ukraine, 
but you can help the most vulnerable 
prepare with warm clothes, blankets, and 
heaters. You can also bring food cards, 
home health aides, and medicine to those 
who need it most. 

 

 

Emotional Support 
You can help individuals across the 
Berkshires who are facing unexpected 
crises, challenges, and life transitions 
receive the support they need through the 
Federation's social worker. You’ll also 
provide community members a safety net 
of emergency assistance when needed.  
 

 

Resources to Fight 
Anti-Semitism 
You can help combat anti-Semitism and 
fight the growing Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions (BDS) movement through 
community and youth programming, as 
well as national advocacy and resources. 

  

 

A Place to Call Home 
You can help people like David Alimi and 
his family, as well as thousands of other 
new immigrants who have fled anti-
Semitism in France and fighting in the 
Ukraine, build a new life for themselves 
and their families in Israel.  

Caring in Times of Crisis 
We join with Jewish communities across 
North America to rapidly mobilize local 
resources to help those in need in times of 
crisis. From the recent war in Gaza to the 
ongoing conflict in the Ukraine, you help 
deliver an SOS response wherever and 
whenever it is needed. 

  

A Close and Caring 
Relationship with Israel 
You can help provide programs for at-risk 
students, shelter for abused women, support 
services for disabled youth and job training for 
new Israeli citizens. You’ll also help connect 
our community to Israel and help Israel 
connect with the Global Jewish community. 

 

Advocacy and Community 
Relations 
You can help provide a proactive voice in 
our public schools, media and government, 
addressing anti-Semitism, religion, Israel, 
the Middle East, justice legislation, and 
other issues important to our community.  

  

 

A Sense of Community 
You can help strengthen, sustain and 
connect our community through hundreds 
of educational programs, holiday 
celebrations, and the Berkshire Jewish 
Voice, which bring people together and 
engage them in meaningful Jewish life. 

 

A Strong Jewish Identity 
You can help young people across the 
Berkshires and in the former Soviet Union 
build strong Jewish identities and become 
future leaders through scholarships for 
Jewish overnight camp and Israel 
experiences. 

 

 

Dignity and Compassion 
You can provide older adults and 
homebound individuals with nutritious 
meals and stimulating programming 
served up with a side of companionship 
and compassion through our older adult 
kosher hot meal program and Kosher 
Meals on Wheels. 

 
Jewish Education 
You can nurture a Jewish future for 
hundreds of local children by providing a 
high-quality, meaningful Jewish education  
through critical grants to all six of our local 
religious schools. 

Your one gift joins with thousands of others to make  
the kind of impact you simply couldn’t have alone. 

 

Pledge Your Support to the 2015 Annual Campaign Today! 
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FEATURES AND LOCAL NEWS 

How Did Reform Judaism 
Develop? Lunch & Learn. 

Rabbi Robert Ourach

GREAT BARRINGTON – Start-
ing May 15 at 11:45 a.m., 
Rabbi Robert Ourach, interim 
rabbi at Hevreh of Southern 
Berkshire, will lead a three-
part lunchtime class titled 
“The Development of Reform 
Judaism: Ever-Evolving 
Principles and Platforms.” 
The Lunch & Learn program 
will continue on the following 
Wednesdays, May 22 and May 
29.

Participants will learn 
about the Pittsburgh Platform 
of 1885, the Columbus Plat-

form of 1937, and the State-
ment of Principles for Reform 
Judaism adopted in 1999. 
By studying these principles 
and platforms, participants 
will come away with a better 
understanding of how the Re-
form movement has managed 
the challenges of tradition and 
evolved as a vital movement in 
today’s Jewish community. 

All are invited to bring their 
own lunch and learn. Each 
Lunch & Learn will cover a 
unique historical period, so 
those interested can attend 

Talmud Study for Everyone 
Resumes in Mid-May
GREAT BARRINGTON – Be-
ginning again on May 13, Dr. 
Sid Freund will reprise his 
“Talmud Study for Everyone” 
discussion community at 
Hevreh of Southern Berk-
shire. Sessions will be held 
at 9:30 a.m. on the second 
and fourth Wednesdays of the 
month through September. 
(Due to the High Holidays, the 
September dates will be the 
9th and 16th of September.)

“Talmud Study for Every-
one” will focus on ancient Jew-
ish civil laws, many of which 
formed the foundation of our 
modern laws. Participants will 
sit as judges and lawyers and 
engage in spirited debate on 
the merit of cases, and un-
ravel the thinking of our sages. 
Knowledge of Hebrew is not a 
prerequisite to experience the 
challenges and satisfactions of 
Talmud study, and all classes 
are taught in English.

Facilitator Sid Freund 
has been Superintendent of 
Schools in New York and Con-
necticut. He attended eight 
years of Yeshiva studies in 
New York City, and has had 

a longtime interest in Hebrew 
texts.

The study sessions will be 
held at Hevreh of Southern 
Berkshire, 270 State Road, 
Great Barrington, and are free 
and open to the public. Drop-
ins are welcome, regardless 
of where in the cycle a group 
might be.

For more information,  
contact Hinda Bodinger at 
hindacbodinger@gmail.com or 
call (413) 528-3280. 

Sid Freund 

Light Up the Night with a Lag 
Ba’Omer Bonfire and BBQ

HILLSDALE, NY – At 5:00 p.m. 
on Sunday May 10, Rimon Re-
source Center for Jewish Spiri-
tuality will host a celebration 
of Lag Ba’Omer at 801 Har-
lemville Road, Hillsdale, NY. 
All are invited to join Rimon 
for this mid-spring celebration 
of spiritual and physical light, 
which will include a BBQ and 
bonfire, drumming, dancing, 
singing, and storytelling. Par-
ticipants are invited to bring 
food to roast, instruments, 
and something to release into 
the fire. 

Please note that all food 
brought to the BBQ must be 
either kosher or vegetarian.

As Rimon’s Rabba Kaya 
Stern-Kaufman explains, “Lag 
Ba’Omer is a Jewish holiday 
celebrated on the 33rd day be-
tween Passover and Shavuot. 

It marks the yahrzeit (anniver-
sary of the death) of one of the 
greatest teachers of early Jew-
ish mysticism, Rabbi Shimon 
Bar Yochai. It is taught that he 
revealed the secrets of Jewish 
mysticism to his students as 
he lay dying, and that a fire 
that surrounded his death-
bed as he delivered these holy 
teachings. Bar Yochai asked 
that his yahrzeit be celebrated 
as a holiday and not a day of 
mourning, and so the custom 
of lighting bonfires was taken 
up to symbolize the spiritual 
light that was revealed into the 
world on this day.” 

There is no fee for this 
event, though donations are 
appreciated. For more infor-
mation please visit:  
www.rimonberkshires.org.

one or all sessions.
Hevreh of Southern Berk-

shire is located at 270 State 
Road in Great Barrington. 
Please call (413) 528-6378 for 
more information.

Archiving Project Underway 
at Hevreh – Can You Help?
GREAT BARRINGTON – As part of its 40th anniversary com-
memoration, Hevreh of Southern Berkshire has undertaken an 
archiving project, and is reaching out to members of the Berk-
shire Jewish community who might be able to share memories 
or memorabilia.

Hevreh’s archivists would like to hear from you if you remem-
ber:
1. The first ad in the Shopper’s Guide (around 1974) looking for 

Jewish Connections

2. Worshipping before Hevreh had a sanctuary at the Great 
Barrington Senior Center in Hevreh’s earliest days… At 
someone’s home…At Camp Eisner…In David Hellman’s office

3. Student rabbis Yoel Kahn, Paul Yedwab, D’vora Jacobson, 
Amy Schwartzman, or Janise Poticha

4. Rabbi Richard Davis, Hevreh’s part-time rabbi

5. Services at the yellow house on Mahaiwe Street

6. Walking with the Torahs from 41 Mahaiwe Street to the new 
site at 270 State Road

Contact either Marion Adler or Carol Beyer at  
archiveshevreh@gmail.com to set up an appointment to talk or 
send any information by e-mail to the above address. You can 
also mail to:

Hevreh Archives
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire
270 State Road
Great Barrington, MA 01230

Call (413) 528-6378 for more information.

donate
•

volunteer
•

make a  
difference
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OBITUARIES
Burt Swersey, 78,  
engineer, entrepreneur, 
and inspiring educator at 
Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute
STEPHENTOWN, NY – “Don’t 
do nonsense!”

Those words resounded, 
again and again, in the ears 
of students in Burt Swersey’s 
Inventor’s Studio course. 
Swersey was known to repeat 
himself, if that’s what it took 
to redirect the young linear 
thinkers at Rensselaer Poly-
technic Institute into becom-
ing engineers of change.

“Make change happen that 
will have significant benefits 
for a billion people,” he im-
plored last year while accept-
ing the Sustainable Prac-
tice Impact Award from the 
National Collegiate Inventors 
and Innovators Alliance. “What 
did you do in your life? Well, 
I made life better for a billion 
people!”

Swersey, who made life bet-
ter – and more inspiring – for 
students at RPI for more than 
two decades, died unexpected-
ly on March 9 at age 78 near 
his home in Stephentown, NY. 
True to his ethos, he passed 
away while delivering soup to 
a homebound neighbor.

A native of New York City 
who grew up in the shadow 
of Yankee Stadium, Swersey 
attended Bronx High School 
of Science and then Cornell 
University. It was during his 
senior year in Ithaca that he 
met the love of his life, Alice. 
They were married in 1959.

Swersey was an innova-
tive, unconventional thinker 
with a drive to do good in the 
world long before joining a 
college faculty. After serving 
in the Army and then working 
at Polaroid and Sylvania, he 
founded four medical tech-
nology companies, securing 
15 patents along the way. In 
1978, he and his wife bought 
a farm in Stephentown and 
founded Shadowbrook Farm 
Nursery, selling premium aza-
leas, rhododendrons, hydran-
gea and other plants to New 
York and Berkshire landscap-
ers for more than 20 years. 
The Swerseys, who moved 
from Westchester County 
to Stephentown full-time in 
1988, were original members 
of The Chatham Synagogue 
Netivot Torah.

Though he loved working 
on his farm, it was a chance 
encounter with a customer, a 
teacher at RPI, that dramati-
cally changed his life. Swersey 
mentioned his engineering and 
entrepreneurial experience 
and was invited to give a guest 
lecture, which led to teaching 
full-time.

For the next 23 years he 
encouraged, mentored, and 
called on his students to dig 
deep inside themselves and 
develop world-changing ideas. 
He established a new curricu-
lum centered around inno-
vation and creativity, and a 
number of his students went 
on to start successful compa-
nies.

In addition to his wife of 
55 years, Swersey is survived 
by his son, William, and two 

daughters, Sarah and Rachel; 
his brother, Arthur; and six 
grandchildren. He was interred 
at Chatham Rural Cemetery.

Elliott Stanley Lubin, 72, 
owned and operated the 
Lock Shop of Berkshire 
County
PITTSFIELD – Lifelong Pitts-
field resident Elliott Stanley 
Lubin died Sunday, March 29 
at his home, more than two 
years after being diagnosed 
with advanced lung cancer. 

Born on August 20, 1942, 
to the late Pittsfield native 
Sanford Lubin and his wife, 
the late Rose Lubin, Mr. Lubin 
graduated from Pittsfield High 
School in 1960 and attended 
Ryder College. He served in 
the US Army Reserve. 

He and his business part-
ner, Charles Litano, owned 
and operated the Lock Shop of 
Berkshire County until 2013. 

Mr. Lubin leaves his loving 
wife, Tricia, to whom he was 
happily married for 16 years. 
He is also survived by his 
former wife, Sally Olson, and 
their dearly loved children, 
Katie Lubin (wife, Chris) of 
San Francisco and Dan Lubin 
of Chicago. Elliott was prede-
ceased by his sister, Cheryl, 
and is survived by his devoted 
brother, David (wife, Nora) of 
Belmont, MA. Mr. Lubin was 
stepfather to Tricia’s children, 
Melissa and Lori Radke, and 
step-grandfather to their chil-
dren. He leaves behind nieces 
and nephews who will dearly 
miss him: Jennifer Kramer, 
Stacy Weisberg (husband, 
David), their daughter and El-
liott’s great-niece, Cara; Perry 
Lubin (wife, Angelica) and their 
son and Elliott’s greatnephew, 
Saul; and Cyrus Lubin. 

Funeral services were held 
at Congregation Knesset Israel 
on Tuesday, March 31, with 
Rabbi David Weiner, Spiritual 
Leader, officiating. Burial took 
place at Knesset Israel Cem-
etery. Contributions may be 
made to the American Cancer 
Society in care of the Flynn & 
Dagnoli-Bencivenga Funeral 
Home, 5 Elm St., Pittsfield, MA 
01201, which is in charge of 
arrangements.

Gail Mindlin, 75, very 
active at Congregation 
Knesset Israel
PITTSFIELD – Gail Mindlin, 
75, died Wednesday, March 
18, at Riverside Rehabilita-
tion Center in East Hartford, 
CT, after a brave and dignified 
battle with Multiple Sclerosis.

Born in the Roxbury sec-
tion of Boston, MA on March 
22, 1939, she was the daugh-
ter of Sydney and Mary Laza-
rus Temple. She later moved 
to Dorchester and, upon her 
graduation from Jeremiah E. 
Burke High School, she be-
came a secretary. 

She married Herman Mind-
lin on September 18, 1965, 
and moved to Pittsfield, where 
she resided for 45 years. 
One of her greatest passions 
was her love of dancing. She 
participated in many dance 
recitals all around the city of 
Boston.

Her other passion was her 
Judaism. Mrs. Mindlin spent 

many hours volunteering at 
her synagogue, Congrega-
tion Knesset Israel. She was a 
member of the sisterhood and 
worked as an assistant teacher 
in the nursery school sharing 
her love of teaching children.

Mrs. Mindlin was extremely 
devoted to her family, grand-
children, and many friends. 
She is survived by her brother, 
Robert Temple and his wife, 
Susan, of Middleboro, MA; two 
daughters, Harriet Mindlin of 
South Windsor, CT and Nancy 
Schneider and her husband, 
Jamie, of Stratford, CT. She 
leaves her brother-in-law, 
Irving Mindlin and his wife, 
Esther, of Pittsfield; her sister-
in-law, Irene Schwalbe and 
husband, Norman, of Pitts-
field; three grandchildren who 
adored her as much as she 
adored them, Nick, Tyler, and 
Sara Federici of Stratford, CT; 
and many nieces and nephews 
she loved. 

Mrs. Mindlin was pre-
deceased by her husband, 
Herman Mindlin. 

Funeral services were held 
on March 22 at Congregation 
Knesset Israel, with Rabbi Da-
vid Weiner officiating. Burial 
followed at Ahavath Sholom 
Cemetery, Pittsfield. Donations 
may be made to Congregation 
Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road, 
Pittsfield, MA 01201 or Temple 
Beth Hillel, 20 Baker Lane, 
South Windsor, CT 06074, in 
care of Flynn Dagnoli-Ben-

civenga Funeral Home, 5 Elm 
St., Pittsfield, MA which is in 
charge of the arrangements.

Harvey Notis, 93, CEO of 
prominent oil delivery 
company
PITTSFIELD – Harvey Notis, 
93, died Friday, March 13 at 
Epoch Assisted Living at Mel-
bourne. Mr. Notis was a resi-
dent of Great Barrington and 
Pittsfield for nearly 50 years.   

Born in Brooklyn, NY on 
May 1, 1921, son of Julius 
and Beatrice Maltinsky Notis, 
he was raised in Far Rocka-
way, NY. He attended Sewana-
ka High School in Floral Park, 
Queens, as well as Arnold 
College in New Haven, CT. He 
then worked as an airplane 
sheet metal worker at Grum-
man Aircraft Company in 
Bethpage, NY.

Mr. Notis joined the United 
States Army in 1942, and he 
served throughout World War 
II as an airplane mechanic at 
Randolph Field in San Anto-
nio, TX. He was discharged as 
a sergeant in 1946, and then 
attended Pace University. He 
earned his degree, and sub-
sequently became a Certified 
Public Accountant. He went on 
to become the Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Stakelum-Lints, 
Inc., a prominent oil delivery 
company based in Cedarhurst, 
Long Island.

His beloved wife of over 60 
years, Marion Notis, died in 

2006. He is also pre-deceased 
by his sister, Haidee Schlussel 
of Coconut Creek, FL. Sur-
vivors include a niece, Leslie 
Calman of Washington, DC; 
a nephew, Jeffrey Calman, of 
Santa Monica, CA; and three 
other nephews and many 
great-nieces and nephews.

Funeral services and burial 
were private at the Ahavath 
Sholom Cemetery in Great 
Barrington, MA.

Aryeh Stein-Azen, 24, 
Princeton Graduate 
Aryeh Stein-Azen, 24, eldest 
grandson of Elaine and Bernie 
Roberts, of South Egremont, 
passed away March 24 after 
living courageously with a rare 
form of sarcoma. A cum laude 
graduate of Choate Rosemary 
Hall and a member of the 
Princeton class of 2014, Aryeh 
was lauded by the Trustees of 
the University for “his exem-
plary academic performance, 
his exceptional contributions 
to the arts, his extraordinary 
courage, determination and 
persistence, and his devotion 
to Princeton.” Contributions 
to provide integrated health 
support for students returning 
to Princeton with disabilities 
can be made to: The Trustees 
of Princeton University, memo: 
Aryeh Stein-Azen Fund, attn: 
Helen Hardy, P.O. Box 5357, 
Princeton, NJ 08540.

Create a Jewish Legacy Campaign
Please remember the Jewish Community in your will.

a a
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MAY

Monday, 4 ..............10:45 a.m., “The Process of Aging” 
with therapist, Maggie Bittman.  Lunch at noon: Spring 
beef stew**#, salad, noodles, Chef’s choice of green 
vegetable, rolls, apricots, and tea.

Tuesday, 5 ...............  Lunch at noon: Chicken burritos#, 
tortilla soup, yellow rice, “refried beans”, bread cubes, 
dessert TBA, and tea.

Thursday, 7 .............10:45 a.m., “The Jewish Tradition 
of Mah Jongg” presented by Gregg Swain, co-author 
of Mah Jongg: The Art of the Game. Swain will explain 
some of the ties between the Chinese and Jewish commu-
nities and their shared love of the game.  Lunch at noon: 
Fresh fish, tomato soup, salad, mixed vegetables, rice 
pilaf, whole wheat bread, raspberry pillow cookies, 
coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.

Monday, 11 ............10:45 a.m., Film screening of The 
Genius of Marian by Baker White, the emotionally com-
plex story that follows his mother, Pam White, in early 
stages of Alzheimer’s disease.  Lunch at noon: Salisbury 
Steak**#, celery rice soup, broccoli, multi-grain bread, 
grapes, and tea.

Tuesday, 12 .............  Lunch at noon: Roasted chick-
en**#, apricot nectar, salad, green beans, oven roasted 
potatoes, potato bread, fruit cocktail, and tea.

Thursday, 14 ...........10:45 a.m., One act plays and 
short stories by Jewish authors presented by Macey Levin, 
co-founder of Aglet Theatre and Thomas Gruenewald, 
director and actor.  Lunch at noon: Early Shavuot lun-
cheon, blintze soufflé, fresh fruit salad, asparagus cuts 
& tips, Challah, chocolate chip cookies and ice cream, 
coffee, tea, and milk for coffee. 

Monday, 18 ............10:45 a.m., “Lillian Roth: My 
Cousin the Movie Star” by historian/teacher David 

Rutstein.  Lunch at noon: Meatloaf**#, salad, mashed 
potatoes, peas & carrots, rye bread, applesauce, and 
tea.

Tuesday, 19 .............  Lunch at noon: Chicken nuggets#, 
vegetable soup, French fries, baby carrots, whole wheat 
bread, mandarin oranges, and tea.

Thursday, 21 ..........10:45 a.m., versatile musician and 
member of Sister City Jazz Ambassadors, Andy Kelly, 
plays guitar and talks about the universal effect of mu-
sic.  Lunch at noon: Hot dogs**#, apple juice, potato 
salad, macaroni salad, baked beans, chips, hot dog 
rolls, peaches, and tea.

Monday, 25 ............  Closed for Shavuot and Memorial 
Day

Tuesday, 26 .............  Lunch at noon: Cottage cheese 
and tuna fish platters**, raw baby carrots, pita bread, 
melon, coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.

Thursday, 28 ...........10:45 a.m., “Qi Gong – A Simple, 
Natural Exercise to Enhance Your Wellbeing” with li-
censed acupuncturist and teacher, Jeffrey Gordon.  Lunch 
at noon: Vegetable lasagna, zucchini rice soup, salad, 
Italian bread, pudding, coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.

JUNE

Monday 1 ...............  Lunch at noon: Spaghetti and 
“sausage” sauce#, salad, peas, breadsticks, apricots, 
and tea.

Closed Tuesdays beginning June 2

Thursday, 4 .............  Lunch at noon: Turkey salad sand-
wiches**#, gazpacho, coleslaw, whole wheat bread, 
grapes, and tea.

MAZEL TOVS

A hearty mazel tov to 
Temple Anshe Amunim’s two 
newest confirmands and their 
families. Louis Higuera is the 
son of Robyn Rosen and Vin-
cent Higuera. Molly Almeida 
is the granddaughter of Paula 
and Phil Pomerantz. May 
the May 15 Shabbat evening 
service that Louis and Molly 
are leading at TAA be a joyous 
event for all who attend!

Mazel tov to Hevreh of 
Southern Berkshire’s gradu-
ating 12th grade students 
on their confirmation. This 
year, Hevreh will confirm six 
students: Matan Gazit, Ruthie 
Lee, Lily Abrahams, Meghan 
Cum, Griffin Berlstein, and 
Hannah Cohen. Their good 
work will be celebrated by the 
congregation on the evening of 
May 23 at a Shavuot celebra-
tion and Oneg.

Mazel tov to Congrega-
tion Ahavath Sholom Spiri-
tual Leader Barbara Cohen, 
who has been accepted as an 
advanced standing rabbinical 
student at the Reconstruction-
ist Rabbinical College for the 
rabbinical program of study 
beginning fall 2015. 

Congratulations go out to 
Wendy A. Rabinowitz of Liv-
ing Threads Judaica, whose 
narrative about her life as 
a Jewish woman artist was 
published in Writing Fire: An 
Anthology Celebrating the Pow-
er of Women’s Words, which 
collects Berkshire women’s 
stories and was released in 
March.

Mazel tov to Emma Lez-
berg, a junior at Pittsfield High 
School, who won first place 
in the 2015 Edith Wharton 
Writing Competition for fiction 
in grades 11 & 12. An awards 
ceremony and reception was 
held at The Mount on Sunday, 
April 26 where Emma read 
her work aloud. Emma is the 
daughter of Jenny Greenfeld 
and Bob Lezberg and the 
granddaughter of Barbara and 
Elliot Greenfeld.

Mazel tov to Stella Dembitz-
er on her bat mitzvah in April.

Mazel tov to Rachel Mulli-
gan on her bat mitzvah.

Mazel tov to Josie Usow on 
her bat mitzvah.

Mazel tov to Cormac Geller 
Duffy on his bar mitzvah.

Mazel tov to Ryan Robbins 
on his bar mitzvah.

Mazel tov to Ella Hansel 
Baumgarten on her bat mitz-
vah.
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Unique bird feeders,  
birdhouses, birdseed,  

binoculars and bird guides.
Outdoor furniture and birdbaths.

783 South Main Street 
Great Barrington, MA 01230 

413-644-9007
www.wild-birdstore.com

Across from Guido’s

bensinlee@gmail.com

WORLD AND NATIONAL NEWS

When Jews Found Refuge in Underground 
Warren at Warsaw Zoo
By Cnaan Liphshiz

WARSAW (JTA) – In a carriage 
bound for the Warsaw Zoo, 
Moshe Tirosh could sense his 
parents’ fear and the strong 
odor of alcohol wafting from 
the direction of the driver and 
his horse.

The trepidation that rainy 
night in 1940 was from the 
Nazi soldiers guarding the 
Kierbedzia Bridge separating 
the family’s home from the 
zoo where they hoped to find 
shelter. As for the smell, it was 
the result of a successful ruse 
designed by Tirosh’s father to 
get them there safely.

His father, a carpenter, had 
instructed the driver to douse 
himself with vodka so the Nazi 
guards on the bridge, aware 
of German stereotypes about 
Polish drinking habits, would 
wave them through without 
inspection.

“The risk was enormous, 
but my parents knew that our 
only chance of survival was 
getting to that zoo,” recalled 
Tirosh, 78.

Tirosh is one of 300 Jews 
whose lives were saved thanks 
to the little-known heroism 
of the menagerie’s director, 
Jan Zabinski, and his wife, 
Antonina. A lieutenant in the 
Polish resistance, Zabinski 
sheltered the Jews in under-
ground pathways connecting 
the animal cages. He also used 
the zoo to store arms for the 
resistance.

A meticulous scientist 
whose curt style could some-
times come across as uncour-
teous, Zabinski also cut an 
intimidating figure.

“When Zabinski gave an or-
der, people did what he said,” 
said Jan-Maciej Rembiszewski, 
the zoo’s director from 1982 to 
2006, who began volunteering 
there after the war. “I’m sure 
even the Nazis respected his 
authoritarian style, which al-
lowed him to run the place as 
his own fiefdom.”

Next month Tirosh, who 
now lives in Israel, will re-
turn to the zoo for the open-
ing of a museum celebrating 
the Zabinskis’ heroism. In 
an interview at his home in 
Karmiel, Tirosh, a retired 
career officer in the Israel De-
fense Forces, recalls having a 
much different reaction to An-
tonina, a cheerful teacher who 
enjoyed painting and playing 
the piano.

“I was only 3 1/2 years old, 
but I was already a suspicious 
war child out of the ghetto 
trained in keeping quiet for 
hours,” recalled Tirosh, whose 
parents told him to pray loudly 
to Jesus if he was ever seen 
alone by strangers lest he be 

taken for a Jew. “But when 
I saw Antonina, I told my 
mother, ‘I think we’ll be alright 
here.’”

Tirosh spent three weeks 
at the zoo, where he lived in 
a windowless underground 
room with his younger sister 
receiving food from the Zabin-
skis and their son, Ryszard. 
For safety reasons, Tirosh’s 
parents stayed in a different 
chamber in the underground 
maze.

By the time Tirosh reached 
the zoo, many of the animals 
had been killed – some in 
hunting parties that Nazi of-
ficers held there – or shipped 
off to German zoos. Deter-
mined to keep the zoo running 
because of its value for the 
resistance, Zabinski turned 
it into a pig farm, according 
to The Zookeeper’s Wife, a 
2007 book about the Zabin-
skis. Sometimes Zabinski 
would smuggle pig meat into 
the Jewish ghetto, where the 
prohibition on its consumption 
had been largely abandoned 
because of a Nazi starvation 
policy that had Jews living on 
a diet of 187 calories a day.

At the zoo, Antonina com-
municated with her Jewish 
guests through a musical 
code, Tirosh recalls.

“She played for us one 
piano tune and told us to sit 
tight and be very quiet if we 
heard that music, and then 
another tune to indicate the 
danger was over,” he said.

One day, Antonina gave 
Tirosh and his sister red hair 
dye to hide their natural black 
hair and make them look less 
Jewish. When the children 
emerged from the bathroom, 
Antonina’s son said they 
looked like squirrels, which 
became their code name. 
Tirosh says his confinement 
at the zoo was one of the few 
periods during the war when 
he remembers no pain or suf-
fering.

After leaving the zoo, Tirosh 
and his sister went to live 
with Christian foster families, 
where he suffered abuse and 
disease and nearly died. After 
the war, Tirosh was reunited 
with his family. His father died 
of a heart attack in 1948 and 
the rest of the family immi-
grated to Israel in 1957.

Antonina died in 1971 and 
her husband in 1974. The Yad 
Vashem Holocaust museum 
in Jerusalem recognized both 
Zabinskis as Righteous Among 
the Nations in 1965.

The new museum, in which 
visitors can tour the Zabins-
kis’ old villa at the zoo and the 
renovated maze of tunnels, 

also includes the piano on 
which Antonina warned her 
charges of approaching Nazis.

“This museum is not going 
to be a huge one, but from a 
commemoration point of view 
it’s among the most important 
of its kind because of the tar-
get audience – children,” said 
Jonny Daniels, the founder of 
From The Depths, a Holocaust 
commemoration organization 
that initiated the museum 
project together with the 
Panda Foundation, the zoo’s 
charitable arm. “More than 
another town-square monu-
ment to nameless rescuers of 
Jews, here we have a tangible 
story of bravery at a place 
frequented by children and 
possibly also groups visiting 
Holocaust sites who will be 
able to experience one of War-
saw’s most beautiful places.”

In recent years, plans to 
erect monuments in Warsaw 
for rescuers of Jews have 
stirred debate in Poland, with 
some critics charging that the 
emphasis on rescue serves to 
whitewash widespread Polish 
complicity in the annihilation 
of the country’s Jews.

Tirosh shares those con-
cerns. Polish society, he says, 
exhibited a “deep-rooted anti-
Semitism that fit very nicely 
with the Nazi plans for anni-
hilation.” But he is not travel-
ing to Poland for the museum 
opening to talk about Polish 
society.

“I’m just going to pay hom-
age to the couple that saved 
my life,” he said.

Jan Zabinski, the director of the Warsaw Zoo, helped shelter 
hundreds of Jews during the Holocaust
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Moshe Tirosh, right, with Jonny Daniels, the founder of From The 
Depths, a Holocaust commemoration organization that helped 
create a new museum at the Warsaw Zoo
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Cleaning the Western Wall 

Local farmer Angus Johnson of Just 
Good Kosher visiting the Western Wall 
in March

JERUSALEM (JTA) – In ad-
vance of Passover, workers at 

the Western Wall on March 25 
removed the notes placed in 

the cracks by wor-
shippers. Notes are 
removed from the wall 
twice a year, before 
Rosh Hashanah 
and Passover, using 
wooden sticks dipped 
in a mikvah.

The notes were 
removed under the 
supervision of the 
rabbi of the Western 
Wall, Shmuel Rabi-
novich. They were 
buried in the Mount 
of Olives cemetery in 
Jerusalem.

The Western Wall 
Institute also receives 
tens of thousands of 
notes through its web-
site and by fax to be 

placed in the wall, the office of 
the Rabbi of the Western Wall 
said in a statement.

Radon Testing 
and Mitigation

NEHA & NRSB CERTIFIED

www.berkshireradon.com 
(413) 528-9700  

❑ COMPETITIVE PRICING
 ❑ PROMPT SERVICE
 ❑ FIVE-YEAR WARRANTY

✓
✓
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Jewish Refugees Safe from War, but Facing Economic Crisis in Kiev
By Ben Sales

Elderly refugees from eastern Ukraine at the local branch of 
Hesed, a center for the elderly run by the American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee.
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KIEV (JTA) — In a crowded 
room of the Tolkachov family’s 
tiny apartment here, a couch 
and twin bed sit kitty-corner 
from each other, sandwich-
ing a small crib. In another 
corner, a wooden table is 
cluttered with a computer and 
some toys.

Since October, three gener-
ations of the Tolkachov family 
– grandmother, parents, and 
22-month-old baby — have all 
slept in this one room. To keep 
clean what little space they 
have, everyone takes off their 
shoes when they come in.

The Tolkachovs weren’t 
always poor. Ilya, 26, worked 
for an import-export business 
in Lugansk, the war-torn city 
in eastern Ukraine. His wife, 
Luba, 28, was an administra-
tor at the local university. 
Ilya’s mother, Maria, lived 
nearby with her husband, a 
retired Ukrainian army officer. 
In his spare time, Ilya gave 
photography lessons at the lo-
cal branch of Hesed, a Jewish 
senior citizens center.

Last summer, the fam-
ily began hearing explosions 
near their home in Lugansk. 
Ilya claims they saw Malay-
sia Airlines Flight 17 fall out 
of the sky in July after being 
shot down over Torez, Luba’s 
hometown.

After the crash, the family 
packed some clothes and went 
to visit Luba’s family in Kiev, 
intending to stay no longer 
than a few weeks. They have 
yet to return home.

“Everything that we have, 

we needed to leave in Lu-
gansk,” Ilya said. “Our flat, 
all of our belongings, our 
memories, we have to leave in 
Lugansk. This is just one more 
step to a better life.”

So far, that better life has 
remained elusive. Ilya man-
aged to find a job in his field, 
but due to the economic crisis 
that hit Ukraine because of 
the war, they make rent only 
with aid from Jewish organiza-
tions. His father remains in 
Lugansk, scared that he could 
be forced to re-enlist if he 
moves.

The Tolkachovs’ story 
is common among Jewish 
refugees in Kiev who fled 
their homes in the embattled 
eastern Ukraine, where pro-
Russian separatist forces have 
been fighting the Ukrainian 
army since last spring. Safe 
from bombs and gunfire, in 
the capital they face different 
hardships.

The Ukrainian hryvnia has 
lost more than half its value 
against the dollar just since 
January, shattering the econ-
omy and making even staple 
foods expensive. Refugees say 
it’s hard to find work or places 
to live in Kiev, where many 
locals view them as hostile 
elements — culturally Rus-
sian imports from a separatist 
region who have brought crisis 
upon themselves. According 
to the United Nations, nearly 
1 million Ukrainians have 
been internally displaced as of 
February.

“There’s a stereotype that 

people don’t want to give those 
people apartments for rent or 
give people a job,” said Anna 
Bondar, public relations man-
ager for the American-Jewish 
Joint Distribution Committee, 
or JDC, in the Kiev region. 
“They think in the beginning 
that these refugees were not 
against the situation, and 
many of them are pro-Rus-
sian, and that’s why they’re 
blaming them.”

JDC has aided more than 
600 Jewish refugees in the 
Kiev area with help from the 
International Fellowship of 
Christians and Jews, which 
has poured more than $19 
million into Ukraine since 
December 2013. Through the 
local branch of Hesed and 
Beiteinu, a JDC center for 
youth and family programs, 
JDC provides newly arrived 
families three to six months 
of subsidies for food, clothes, 
toiletries, medicine and rent 
totaling up to about $250 a 
month. The centers also host 
programs for the elderly and 
families, as well as a Sunday 
school.

Nina Tverye, who left the 
eastern city of Donetsk with 
her grandson in July and at-
tends Hesed’s day programs 
for the elderly, said “it makes 
it feel better” to spend time 
with other refugees. Tverye 
said refugees spend all their 
time talking about the war.

“From this we start the 
day, and with this we finish 
the day,” Tverye said. “We are 
always discussing what is 

happening.”
Children from the Russian-

speaking east face the added 
challenge of integrating into 
Ukrainian-speaking schools. 
At Or Avner, a Chabad-run 
elementary and middle school 
in Kiev, 15 refugees have been 
absorbed into a student body 
of 160, and the school pro-
vides tutors to help with the 
language difficulty as well as 
clothes and daily hot meals to 
take home.

But though a psycholo-
gist visits the school weekly to 
meet with refugees, the school 
has treaded lightly in explain-
ing the war to its students. 
Teachers are afraid of wading 
into a controversial subject, 
so they stick instead to bibli-
cal tales on the importance of 
welcoming guests.

“Children are very sensi-
tive, so when the parents are 
tense — they lost their job, 
the future is in question — we 
receive frightened, nervous, 
foreign children,” said Elka 
Ina Markovitch, the school’s 
founder. “When a child comes 
from a stable family, they 
still react in as calm a way as 

possible. An unstable family 
reacts unstably.”

Jewish aid workers all say 
the Jewish community harbors 
less animosity toward Jewish 
refugees than Kievans in gen-
eral. But the burden of helping 
Jewish refugees has fallen to 
international groups like IFCJ 
rather than local Ukrainian 
Jewish organizations.

Donetsk Rabbi Pinchas 
Vishetsky, who has seen his 
city’s community dwindle from 
10,000 before the war to 2,000 
now, left for Kiev in August. 
He now manages the Donetsk 
community’s religious, educa-
tional and charity programs 
from afar, largely through IFCJ 
funding. He has given up hope 
of returning anytime in the 
near future.

“The Ukrainian Jews are 
in a complex situation, they’re 
in a complex economic crisis,” 
Vishetsky said. “They need to 
take care of the local Jewish 
community before they take 
care of communities affected 
by war. I hope God will do 
what’s needed. I have stopped 
hoping and started living with 
reality.”
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I have been in The Berkshires since 2002, first as a second home 
owner and a permanent resident for the last six years. As well as 
being one of the owners of The Pittsfield Colonials Professional 
Baseball Club, I have been involved in many businesses: distribution, 
manufacturing, private equity and vacation ownership. Sales and 
marketing has always been my strength with an emphasis on “World 
Class” customer service.

I have personally bought and sold at least ten of my own residential 
properties. I have seen the good, bad and ugly in terms of real estate 
agencies and agents. With this in mind we have established a real 
estate agency that will prosper by serving our clients first and delivering 
results. That is what is expected and that’s what matters to us.

I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

781-888-0284 • buddy@mountainbrookagency.com

Buddy Lewis

For Reform, New Gay-Friendly High Holidays Prayer Book  
Keeps Up Inclusivity Trend
By David A.M. Wilensky

PHILADELPHIA (JTA) — The 
Reform movement’s rabbinic 
association unveiled its new 
High Holidays prayer book — 
one that continues the move-
ment’s trend toward inclusive 
liturgy — at the group’s 126th 
annual convention in March.

Mishkan HaNefesh, the 
Reform’s first High Holidays 
prayer book, or machzor, since 
1978, was a major focus of the 
Central Conference American 
Rabbis conference.

The prayer book features 
the voices of female writers 
and language more reflec-
tive of the LGBT experience. 
But the volume also signals a 
return to gendered language 
for God in Reform liturgy, in-
cluding a version of the iconic 
High Holidays prayer Avinu 
Malkeinu that refers to God 
as both “Loving Father” and 
“Compassionate Mother.”

Its title, roughly translated 
as “sanctuary of the soul,” 
also refers to the portable 
sanctuary, or mishkan, that 
the ancient Israelites carried 
with them during their desert 
wanderings. As of last week, 
127,000 copies had been 
preordered by approximately 
180 congregations. The first 
edition of 250,000 copies will 
be available in June.

“It is spiritual, it weaves 
the voices of both men and 
women and contemporary 
language along with the 
traditional prayers,” Rabbi 
Denise Eger, the CCAR’s newly 
installed president, told JTA. 
“But it also gives voice and 
framework to our anxieties 
and our deep questions about 
God and meaning and the 
world in language that the 
contemporary ear and heart 
and mind understand.” Eger is 
the first openly gay person to 

we lived with in the ’70s and 
’80s,” she said. “There are 
references in Gates of Repen-
tance to the post-Vietnam era 
or the fears of nuclear holo-
caust. Our fears are different. 
We still have them, but they’re 
different. I think the Jewish 
family is understood differ-
ently today, who the people 
in our pews are is understood 
differently.”

Another impetus for the 
project was the success of 
Mishkan T’filah. A survey of 
movement clergy and congre-
gants about what they sought 
in a new machzor found that 
many wanted “a fitting com-
panion” to the new siddur.

“People were fairly used to 
it at that point and began to, 
when they went to High Holi-
days services, they began to 
feel that Gates of Repentance 
was this kind of disconnect 
from their regular worship 
experience,” Person said.

The new machzor contin-
ues the movement’s tradition 
of inclusivity, replacing a line 
from Gates of Repentance 

that referred to the joy of a 
bride and groom with “rejoic-
ing with couples under the 
chuppah [wedding canopy].” 
The machzor also adds a third 
non-gendered option to the 
way worshippers are called to 
the Torah, offering “mibeit,” 
Hebrew for “from the house 
of,” in addition to the tradi-
tional “son of” or “daughter of.”

The new machzor is a high-
stakes endeavor for the move-
ment. Not only is the editorial 
and publishing process for 
such works long and costly, 
but the CCAR relies on prayer 
books for about 40 percent 
of its income, according to 
Person. And since the book is 
in use only during the hand-
ful of days when synagogue 
attendance is at its peak, it’s 
a chance for the movement to 
make a case for its relevance 
to large numbers of people.

“This is our shot to open 
their eyes to Reform Judaism,” 
Goldberg said. “In other words, 
to show that Reform Judaism 
isn’t the problem, it’s the solu-
tion to the challenges of life.”

lead the organization, which is 
composed of more than 2,000 
rabbis affiliated with America’s 
largest Jewish denomination.

Published by the CCAR 
Press, Mishkan HaNefesh 
has been in the works since 
the 2007 publication of the 
regular Reform prayer book, 
Mishkan T’filah, for which the 
new machzor is intended as a 
companion. Both books share 
the same distinctive two-page 
layout in which the Hebrew 
prayers, with their translit-
eration and translation, are 
featured on the right side, 
while the left contains alterna-
tive readings drawn from an 
array of sources. The machzor 
occasionally departs from this 
display.

Both books feature the idea 
of integrated theology, accord-
ing to Rabbi Edwin Goldberg of 
Temple Sholom in Chicago, the 
coordinating editor of Mishkan 
HaNefesh.

“Integrated theology simply 
means that there’s many views 
of God that are normative in 
Judaism,” Goldberg told JTA. 
“Some are better known than 
others. Everything from very 
theistic, God controls every-
thing to human adequacy, 
which doesn’t mean there’s no 
God, but just that so much is 
up to us. And I think there’s 
room for a spectrum in a 
prayer book worship experi-
ence.”

This plurality of theologies 
and perspectives is achieved 
by including everything from 
contemporary Israeli poetry 
to texts for private study and 
reflection to newly composed 
prayers that the editors hope 
will speak to today’s Reform 
worshippers.

Rabbi Hara Person, the 
publisher of CCAR Press and 

executive editor of the new 
machzor, called one newly 
composed prayer a “prayer of 
protest.” Offered as an alter-
native to Unetaneh Tokef — to 
many, a perennially troubling 
prayer with its famous mus-
ing about who shall live and 
die, by fire or by water — the 
new prayer alternates between 
frank expressions of doubt 
and lines from the traditional 
liturgy.

It reads:

“I speak these words, but I 
don’t believe them

The Lord God formed man 
from the dust of the earth.

Clearly there’s no scientific 
foundation

You know how we are formed;

You remember that we are 
dust.”

Person says worshippers 
should feel free to explore 
the new volume to find what 
speaks to them.

“We’re saying, yes, abso-
lutely you don’t need to be on 
the same page as everyone 
else,” she said. “You don’t need 
to be on the same page as the 
rabbi and the cantor. If you 
find something that inspires 
you, that moves you, that 
speaks to you, go for it. That’s 
fine, especially on the High 
Holidays, when we’re sup-
posed to be reflecting, meditat-
ing.”

The previous Reform 
machzor, Gates of Repentance, 
was published in 1978. By the 
time the process of creating 
the new prayer book began in 
2008, Person said, there was a 
feeling that the older text was 
no longer relevant.

“Today we live with differ-
ent fears and anxieties than 
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112 SPADINA PARKWAY, PITTSFIELD. Wow!!  
What a spectacular property right in the heart of 
Pittsfield. A 10 room Georgian Colonial that has 
such graciousness about it..The grounds have 
been lovingly cared for and include a private pool..
There is more than ample room for entertaining 
both inside and outside..Close to the Pittsfield 
Country Club and a short ride to Berkshire  
Medical Center plus many other Berkshire  
attractions. $649,000. R2483

157 MOUNTAIN DRIVE, PITTSFIELD A beautiful 
split level home in Southeast Pittsfield..roomy and 
meticulously cared for..bordering Sackett Brook.. 
green house attached to 3-car garage.. separate 
shed that has electricity installed.. Wood burning 
and gas fireplaces.. 4 zoned heating.. radiant heat 
in large entry..  $385,000.  R2512 

262 APPLETON AVENUE, PITTSFIELD..A walk-to-town 
end unit with 3 bedrooms and 2.5 baths..Air conditioned..
Great room with fireplace..Master on the first floor with 
full bath (jet tub) plus free standing shower..2 additional 
bedrooms with separate tub and shower on lower level and 
each bedroom has door to backyard..C 2456 $229,999.

2 FIELDSTONE DRIVE, LAKECREST, PITTSFIELD..A sought 
after contemporary end unit with 4 bedrooms and 3 baths..
Great room with fireplace..private extended deck (woods 
in the back)..Amenities include: marina, tennis, heated 
outdoor pool, play area, exercise room, sauna, library, party 
area..Selling furnished..C 2454 $349,000.

28 CHURCHILL CREST, PITTSFIELD  End unit ranch w/ 
central A/C.. 2 bedrooms and 1 full bath on first floor level 
along with bright living room w/ stone fireplace and sliders to 
deck.. separate dining room.. eat-in kitchen.. Lower Level has 
3/4 bath (shower stall).. large panelled family room.. laundry.. 
HW heater.. central vacuum system and attached one car 
garage.. All electric heat with baseboards.. Association offers 
pool and tennis. C 2504  $190,000.

ROLLING HILLS, LENOX  TWO UNITS IN BUILDING 2:

UPPER 2-8  Great location.. short walk to clubhouse, 
mailroom, pool, exercise room, party room and kitchen.. 
tennis courts nearby and walking trails also.. Kitchen 
remodeled with KraftMaid cabinets and granite counter-
tops.. This unit has high ceilings and a beautiful view of 
Yokun Brook.. C2187   $169,000.

LOWER 2-7 This is an exquisite First Floor Unit that 
has had a complete overhaul.. New furnace.. new A/C 

compressor.. new kitchen appliances.. new washer and dryer. Quality oak floors installed 
in all first floor rooms, except baths and kitchen..Indirect sconce lighting in living room, 
bedroom, study-guest room, and lower guest room. Pilasters and wall mirrors installed in 
living/dining areas.  C2494  $194,000.
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The Best Kept Secret Behind Israel’s Top Medical Devices
By Abigail Klein Leichman / Israel21c

TEL AVIV – Israeli inventors 
have dreamed up many of the 
world’s most revolutionary 
medical devices. About 1,000 
medical-device companies – 
200 new ones each year – put 
Israel second only to the Unit-
ed States in this fast-growing 
sector.

And yet, nobody could 
strap on the ReWalk robotic 
exoskeleton, have a tumor 
removed non-surgically by 
InSightec’s ExAblate or get a 
painless neurological treat-
ment with the Brainsway hel-
met if not for the design team 
that took a genius concept and 
made it function as expected, 
at a realistic price in a user-
friendly form.

ISRAEL21c recently visited 
the Tel Aviv offices of Taga, 
the award-winning design and 
engineering firm behind those 
three and other pioneering 
healthcare products. Accord-
ing to CEO Amit Barak, Taga 
is Israel’s leading firm for 
medical-device design, which 
makes up more than half its 
business.

One critical secret of suc-
cess: The 14-year-old com-
pany’s in-house staff of 20 is 
about evenly divided between 
industrial designers and 
mechanical engineers. Work-
ing in synergy, they handle all 
aspects of a proposed medical 
product’s long development 
process from concept to clini-
cal trials to commercialization.

“Not every industrial de-
signer can design medical de-
vices,” says Barak. “There are 
three target audiences – medi-
cal institutions, healthcare 
providers and patients – and 
each one requires a completely 
different set of thinking. 
There’s a lot involved, from 
ergonomics to psychology.”

Often the simplest ap-
proach makes a sophisticated 
device possible. This explains, 

for example, why ReWalk beat 
worldwide competitors to the 
market.

Case study: ReWalk
When ReWalk inventor 

Amit Gofer decided to create a 
robotic exoskeleton for para-
plegics, he came to Taga.

The first order of business 
was walking and talking with 
paraplegics to help define the 
limits of a practically feasible 
product. “You have to 
recognize you can’t do 
everything and have 
to modify some of the 
requirements. That is 
the way to succeed in 
design and function-
ality,” says Barak.

As a result of this 
research, ReWalk 
was designed to fit 
adults from 160 to 
190 centimeters in 
height, and specifi-
cally paraplegics with 
full use of their arms 
because the device 
works in conjunction 
with crutches to keep 
its weight and cost 
commercially viable.

“When you make a 
paraplegic stand, he 
can fall to either side, 
forward or backward. With 
crutches, he can help himself 
not to fall and you don’t need 
a balancing mechanism. You 
just need a motor to pick up 
the foot and move it,” says 
Barak. (In contrast, Taga did 
develop a balancing mecha-
nism for Brainsway to keep 
the weight of the treatment 
helmets from causing discom-
fort.)

ReWalk relies mainly on 
simple motors, wheels and 
pulleys along with tilt sensors 
similar to those found on a 
Segway, plus sensors in each 
joint and foot to assure move-
ment stability. A customizable 

But it took much more 
than a magic wand to design 
this complex and sophisticated 
system to be intuitive for the 
treatment provider, cost-
effective for the healthcare 
institution and as pleasant as 
possible for the patient.

Taga did three months of re-
search, interviewing physicians 
and observing procedures to 
determine what was needed to 
turn a good technology into a 

successful prod-
uct. Then the team 
plunged into three 
years of develop-
ment.

The main chal-
lenge was choos-
ing completely 
non-magnetic 
materials because 
ExAblate works 
with existing MR 
imaging systems. 
“We couldn’t use 
a single metal 
screw or spring, 
and every part 
that touches the 
body needs to be 
biocompatible.”

 The system’s 
500 parts are put 
together with 12 
different manu-

facturing techniques. One of 
the trickiest to design was the 
“cradle” on which the patient 
lies, because it contains the 
extra weight of the embedded 
ultrasonic robot. It has to be 
light enough for a standard 
MR machine’s motor to pull it 
inside automatically.

“Many products fail be-
cause they’re too complicated 
for the hospital to imple-
ment,” says Barak. “We tried 
to resolve this situation by 
configuring the product for 
the existing environment. Our 
solution is to build the system 
into a bed that connects with 
one click to the MR machine, 

changing the MR into an op-
erating room. You don’t need 
a designated room for the 
ExAblate.”

Taga also needed to make 
the device look worthy of its 
$1 million price tag. “Given the 
complications of the system, 
this was quite a challenge, but 
the result is beautiful,” says 
Barak.

Consumer products
Among Taga’s many clients 

are GE Healthcare, Syneron, 
Given Imaging, and Lumenis.

Lumenis makes devices 
for surgery, medical aesthet-
ics and ophthalmology. Two 
such devices designed by Taga 
already in the market are the 
Lumenis Pulse 120, the most 
powerful surgical laser avail-
able; and the Lightsheer De-
sire hair-removal laser system.

Barak notes that the medi-
cal device industry is busier 
than ever as products once 
used only in clinical settings 
are now getting miniaturized 
and updated for home use. 
“We are helping B2B compa-
nies make the shift to B2C,” 
he says.

An example is the FDA-
approved Newa device by 
Endymed for smoothing facial 
wrinkles, so popular in China 
that it’s sold in newly opened 
Newa stores. 

Among Taga’s diverse 
consumer products designed 
for clients outside the medical 
field are the Grippity media 
center keyboard, the Cat Genie 
automatic feline toilet, the Le-
viathan Wind Tulip , the Emjoi 
folding heater and the Sephora 
folding hairbrush.

This article originally was pub-
lished at www.israel21c.org. 
ISRAEL21c is an online news 
magazine offering a diverse 
source of news and information 
about 21st century Israel.

pelvic belt connects the dispa-
rate parts of the exoskeleton, 
which is slim enough to wear 
while driving a car.

“Our breakthrough insight 
was that the system needs to 
support only part of the user’s 
weight because the bones 
support the rest, so it can 
be thinner and lighter,” says 
Barak. “A Japanese company 
has been trying for 22 years 
to make a robotic exoskel-

eton but it hasn’t succeeded 
because its model is too heavy, 
too expensive, and too compli-
cated.”

Case study: Insightec’s 
ExAblate

InSightec came to Taga 
with a groundbreaking beta 
product produced by scores 
of engineers: a magnetic 
resonance-guided ultrasound 
technology for removing tu-
mors inside the body and for 
treating neurological symp-
toms such as tremors, without 
making a single incision.

“It’s like magic,” says 
Barak.

Patients at New York’s Mount Sinai Medical Center 
using the ReWalk exoskeleton designed by Taga in 
Tel Aviv.
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In One Room in Jerusalem, 2,700 Years Of History
By Ben Sales

JERUSALEM (JTA) – When 
Amit Re’em embarked on a 
1999 excavation of an aban-
doned Ottoman prison in the 
Old City of Jerusalem, he 
didn’t expect anything revolu-
tionary.

The dig was primarily 
aimed at inspecting the site 
before it was transformed into 
an event space for the nearby 
Tower of David Museum, and 
Re’em, then just 28, hoped at 
most to uncover some remains 
of a Herodian palace, or maybe 
part of a wall from the second 
century.

He did find those things – 
along with much more.

In one 160-by-30-foot 
space, Re’em unearthed an 
archaeological timeline of 
Jerusalem dating back 2,700 
years. Layers from nearly 
every era of the city’s history 
lay on top of each other, from 
the time of the First Temple 
through the Roman, Crusader, 
and Ottoman periods, and up 
to Israel’s independence in 
1948.

Remains from those eras 
are strewn throughout the Old 
City, but rarely are they found 
so close together or so well 
preserved.

“The strength of the re-
mains and the layering of 
them one on top of each other 
is like an open book, the whole 
historical and archaeological 
sequence of Jerusalem laid 
out in front of our eyes,” Re’em 
told JTA. “We expected to find 
things, but the strength that 
we saw them in was beyond 
our expectations.”

Called the Kishle – Turk-
ish for prison – the site was 
built as a jail by the Ottoman 
Turks in the 1800s and used 
by the British in the 1940s to 
hold captured Jewish militia 
members. A map of Greater 
Israel etched by an imprisoned 
member of the pre-state Irgun 
militia is still visible on the 
wall.

Below the prison lay the 
foundations of a fortification 
wall built in the eighth century 
B.C.E. by the ancient Jewish 
King Hezekiah, who like later 
rulers took advantage of the 
site’s strategic high ground. 

Across the room are remains 
of another defensive wall built 
600 years later by the Hasmo-
neans, who ruled Jerusalem 
after the Maccabees revolt.

The room also houses re-
mains of the wall of a massive 
Herodian palace built near 
the beginning of the Common 
Era, as well as basins from 
the Crusader period that were 
likely used to dye clothes and 
tan leather. The current walls 
of the Old City, built by the 
Ottomans in the 16th century, 
sit atop the Herodian wall and 
later served as the outer wall 
of the prison.

Re’em also believes the 
room may have been the site 
of Jesus’ trial by Pontius 
Pilate. Pilate would have tried 
Jesus in a prominent loca-
tion like Herod’s palace, Re’em 
said, noting that the original 
route of the Via Dolorosa that 
Jesus followed to his crucifix-
ion passed the spot where the 
Kishle now stands.

“A lot of times you expect 
something and don’t find it 
because you didn’t get down 
to the lower layers because of 
logistics, budget, you name 
it,” Re’em said. “On the other 
hand, archaeological layers 
and remains are [sometimes] 
destroyed. Here we were lucky 
the remains weren’t damaged 
or destroyed. We could dig for 
two years from the top down to 
the bottom.”

Re’em’s findings convinced 
the Tower of David Museum 
not to build on the site. But 
since the dig ended in 2001, 
the room remained closed due 
to budget constraints until the 
museum’s new director, Eilat 
Lieber, opened it to the public 
last year.

The room has not been 
changed since 2001 and looks 
like an active archaeological 
dig. Lieber hopes to place a 
glass floor above the remains 
and to augment them with 3-D 
imaging that will show what 
the space looked like in differ-
ent periods.

“It’s like a hello from dif-
ferent historical eras that 
connect us to this place and 
allow us to understand what 
was here,” Lieber told JTA. 

“What remains are stones, but 
behind the stones are what 
was here, who the characters 
were.”

Many of Re’em’s conclu-
sions about the room are 
based on dating techniques 
and inferences from historic 
sources. The claim that the 
walls belonged to Herod’s pal-
ace come in part from the writ-
ings of the historian Josephus 
Flavius. Re’em’s belief that the 
basins were used for cloth dy-
ing is derived from an account 
by Benjamin of Tudela, a 
medieval Jewish traveler, plus 
remnants of red dye on the 
basin walls.

But Re’em added that at a 
certain point, dating and ac-
curacy become less important 
than what the site means to 
visitors looking for a spiritual 
experience.

“As an archaeologist who 
works in Jerusalem, it doesn’t 
matter where the real location 
of Jesus’ trial was,” he said. 
“What matters is what people 
believe.

“At the Kishle site, people 
can touch the stones of the 
Herodian palace. Whoever 
wants can see this place as the 
location of the trial of Jesus.”

Beneath a former Ottoman prison in Jerusalem’s Old City, layers of ancient history were uncovered. 
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A New Guide to the Secret Meaning of  
Jewish Words
By Zachary Solomon/Jewniverse

What do Jews speak? The 
answer isn’t exactly simple. 
And how could it be, when 
Yiddish, Aramaic, ancient and 
modern Hebrew, Ladino, and 
Arabic all play into the mix?

Which is exactly why the 
Jewish English Lexicon feels 
so necessary. The JEL, a col-
laborative repository of the 
distinctively Jewy words used 
by English-speaking Jews, 
helps organize our slippery, 
ever-growing lingua franca. 
“Think of it as the Wikipedia 
or Urban Dictionary of Jewish 
language,” states the welcome.

You can access the site at: 
www.jewish-languages.org/
jewish-english-lexicon/

The philosophy behind the 
JEL is that the words that 

English-speaking Jews use 
indicate not only that they’re 
Jews, but what kind of Jew 
they are, too. For instance, an 
English speaker who uses the 
word avodah, meaning “work,” 
has a higher likelihood of hav-
ing attended a Jewish sum-
mer camp; whereas one who 
uses the phrase ba’al tshuvah 
to refer to a secular Jew who 
became religious is most likely 
Orthodox.

A visitor can peruse at ran-
dom, or narrow their search by 
language of origin, regions in 
which the word is most used, 
types of people who tend to 
use the word, and dictionaries 
in which the word appears.

It’s all quite helpful if you 
want to know more about, 

say, bageling. (JEL Definition: 
1. Identifying another person 
as a Jew. “Will got bageled at 
the doctor’s office; the doctor 
said that she was taking Rosh 
HaShanah off, too.” 2. Insert-
ing a Jewish phrase or concept 
into a conversation in order to 
determine whether the other 
person is or isn’t Jewish. “I 
thought my seatmate might 
be Jewish, so I bageled him by 
asking if he was headed home 
for the hagim.”)

Jewniverse is a daily email list 
and blog featuring extraordi-
nary, inspirational, forgotten, 
and just-plain-strange dis-
patches from Jewish culture, 
tradition and history. Sign up 
at www.TheJewniverse.com.
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Calendar – Ongoing Events
Around the Community

Continuous – Chabad of the Berkshires 
“Smile on Seniors,” or “S.O.S.,” volun-
teer program to serve senior citizens in 
the Berkshires. Information for families 
who can benefit and volunteers: Rabbi 
Levi Volovik at (413) 499-9899 or visit  
www.jewishberkshires.com.

New England Holocaust Institute & 
Museum – The North Adams museum re-
mains open at 45 Eagle Street, and is open 
for tours by appointment. Founder Darrell 
English is also available to bring selections 
from his collection of Holocaust artifacts to 
presentations for organizations, schools, and 
private functions. For museum tour sched-
uling, call Mr. English (413) 663-1840 or 
email at neholocaustinstitute@gmail.com. To 
schedule offsite presentations, call Ed Udel at 
(413) 446-8409. Website: www.nehiam.org.

Monthly – Gourmet ‘Senior Lunch Bunch’ 
at Congregation Beth Israel, 53 Lois Street, 
North Adams. Information: (413) 663-
5830.

Monthly – Volunteers from various con-
gregations, provide a Jewish service, social 
interaction, and entertainment to residents 
at Great Barrington’s Fairview Commons 
and the Great Barrington Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center. Information: Don 
Victor at (413) 528-3742.

Monthly, Second Thursday, from 7 
to 8:30 p.m. – Journeys in Prayer: The 
Golblum Tefilla Institute, with Rabbi Weiner. 
Join in evening minyan, then spend the 
next hour in song and study related to the 
Shabbat morning service. This workshop 
aims to elevate and deepen the experience 
of prayer at Knesset Israel. Congregation 
Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road. Information: 
(413) 445-4872.

Monthly, fourth or fifth Sunday – Vol-
unteers from Congregation Beth Israel, 53 
Lois Street, North Adams “Take and Eat” pro-
gram deliver hot meals for all North Adams 

clients of “Meals on Wheels.” Information: 
(413) 663-5830 or office@cbiweb.org.

Sundays (second of each month) – 
Berkshire Hills Society of Israeli Philatelists 
meet. Discuss Israeli and American stamps. 
Coffee and donuts. Information: Ed Helitzer, 
(413) 447-7622, daytime.

Sundays, 10:15 a.m. (every six 
weeks) – Congregation Ahavath Sholom 
Book Club. Contact Walter Orenstein: 
ptcpa@roadrunner.com for titles, dates, 
and location.

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. (every seven 
weeks) – Congregation Ahavath Sholom’s 
“Bagels and Brainstorms.” Contact Guy 
Pancer, GPancer2@sbcglobal.net or (860) 
435-2821 for topic and location.

Mondays at 6:45 p.m. and Thursdays 
at 7 p.m. – Course: “Adult Introduction 
to Hebrew” with Esther Benari-Altmann at 
Temple Anshe Amunim, 26 Broad Street, 
Pittsfield. Open to the community at large. 
Registration, full information: (413) 442-
5910, ext. 12, or taaschool@gmail.com.

Tuesdays, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. – A 
weekly Torah Portion of the Week study 
group at Congregation Knesset Israel, 16 
Colt Road, Pittsfield, with Myrna Hammer-
ling who holds a Masters in Judaic Studies 
from Jewish Theological Seminary. Free. 
Information: (413) 445-4872, ext 16. 

Wednesdays, afternoons during the 
school year – Children from Temple An-
she Amunim and Congregation Knesset 
Israel study together in special “CHAI – the 
Community Hebrew Afternoon Initiative” 
program. Kindergarten to Bar-Mitzvah age. 
Information, Esther Benari-Altmann, Direc-
tor of Education, at eba@ansheamunim.
org or (413) 442-5910, ext. 12.

Wednesdays, from 10 to 11:30 
a.m. – optional meditation 11:30 a.m. to 
noon – “Yoga @ KI” with instructor Jane 

Rosen at Congregation Knesset Israel 
social hall, 16 Colt Road, Pittsfield. $5 per 
class for Knesset Israel members; $10 for 
non-members. Open to the public. Infor-
mation: Jane Rosen at (413) 464-0173 or  
janerosen@berkshire.rr.com.

Wednesdays, from 10:30 to 11:30 
a.m. – Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, 
270 State Road, Great Barrington, offers 
“an hour of morning stillness” with Nina 
Lipkowitz, a certified Kripalu Yoga Teacher. 
Donation of $10 is asked for from non-
members. Information: (413) 528-6378.

Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m. – Explore 
the stories behind the story of the weekly 
Torah portion at Tea and Torah, at Chabad 
of the Berkshires, 450 South Street, Pitts-
field MA. Led by Sara Volovik, the course 
is intended to outline a spiritual road map 
for day to day life. Using the weekly Torah 
portion as a starting point, participants will 
learn from the Talmud, Midrash, and Cha-
sidic masters, as well as from the insights 
of others in the class. The course is free 
of charge, and no prior background in 
Hebrew or the subject matter is necessary.

Wednesdays, from 4 to 5 p.m. – Be-
ginning Prayer Book Hebrew, with Myrna 
Hammerling. This class delves into the 
meanings of the traditional prayers for 
holidays, daily services, Shabbat services, 
etc. – and studies the structure of Hebrew 
words for better understanding of the 
vocabulary of our prayers. Prerequisite is 
basic Hebrew reading ability. Congrega-
tion Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road, Pittsfield. 
Information: (413) 445-4872.

Wednesdays, 7 to 9 p.m. – Rehearsals 
for the B’Shalom Chorale of the Berkshires 
at Hevreh of Southern Berkshires, 270 State 
Road, Great Barrington. Dues for the season 
are $50. Information: (413) 531-8706 or  
BShalomChoraleoftheBerkshires@gmail.
com. 

Thursdays, at 10:30 a.m. – Weekly 
Halacha (Jewish Law) class conducted by 
Rabbi Emeritus Harold Salzmann at Temple 
Anshe Amunim, 26 Broad Street, Pittsfield. 
Information: (413) 442-5910.

Thursdays, from 10:45 a.m. to 12 
p.m. – The Book of Samuel, with Rabbi 
David Weiner. Explore one of the pivotal 
books of the Bible using the resources of 
literary and historical scholarship. Please 
bring your own copy of the Tanakh (He-
brew Bible). Congregation Knesset Israel, 
16 Colt Road, Pittsfield. Information: (413) 
445-4872.

Thursdays (fourth of each month) – 
Hadassah Book Club. For times, locations 
of meetings, and further information about 
the books: Jane Rosen at (413) 464-0173 
or janerosen@berkshire.rr.com.

Thursdays, from 5 to 6:30 p.m. – 
Modern Hebrew Conversation, with Esther 
Benari-Altmann, Teens and adults join to-
gether for lively study of Modern Hebrew 
with an expert instructor. Congregation 
Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road, Pittsfield. 
Information: (413) 445-4872.

Fridays, last of month, time var-
ies with candle lighting – Chabad 
of the Berkshires’ “Friday Night Live,” 
traditional Kabbalat Shabbat service. 
Information: (413) 499-9899 or visit  
www.jewishberkshires.com. 

Fridays, at 8:15 a.m. – Meditation with 
Rabbi Rachel Barenblat in the Congregation 
Beth Israel sanctuary, 53 Lois Street, North 
Adams, overlooking the Berkshire moun-
tains. Silence, chanting, and meditation 
designed to help prepare for Shabbat. All 
welcomed. Information: (413) 663-5830 
and www.cbiweb.org.

Fridays at noon – Course: “Adult Intro-
duction to Judaism,” with Esther Benari-
Altmann and Rabbi Joshua Breindel at 
Temple Anshe Amunim, 26 Broad Street, 
Pittsfield. Open to the community at large. 
Registration, information (413) 442-5910, 
ext.12, or taaschool@gmail.com.

Fridays, from 3:30 to 4:15 p.m. – Kids 
Kabbalat Shabbat at Temple Anshe Amu-
nim, 26 Broad Street, Pittsfield, with Esther 
Benari-Altmann. For children 2 to 5, and 
caregivers. Stories, song, dance, play, candle 
lighting. Share Kiddush and ha-motzei. Free 
for members. Non-members: full year $50 
or $5 per session. Information: (413) 442-
5910, ext. 12 or eba@ansheamunim.org.

Fridays, usually first of each month at 
5:30 p.m. (followed by a family style 
Shabbat dinner at 6:15 p.m.) – Congre-
gation Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road, Pittsfield. 
Shirei Shabbat (“Songs of Shabbat”). Unique 
service combines melodies from Carlebach, 
Debbie Friedman, and Camp Ramah to cre-
ate a ruach (“spirited”) filled family friendly 
experience. Cost $18 per adult, $36 family 
maximum. Dinner reservations are due by 
the Monday before services. Full informa-
tion: (413) 445-4872, ext 11. 

Fridays, 5:45 p.m. at the evening 
service – “Welcoming Shabbat.” Imbibing 
insights into the rhythms and opportuni-
ties of the seventh day, refracted through 
psalm and prayer. Congregation Knesset 
Israel, 16 Colt Road, Pittsfield. Information: 
(413) 445-4872.

Saturdays, from 9:30 to 10:30 
a.m. – “Torah Plus! – Exploring the Bible” 
Weekly study of Torah and some less-often 
studied Biblical texts. At Temple Anshe 
Amunim, 26 Broad Street, Pittsfield. With 
Rabbi Josh Breindel. Free. Open to the 
public. Information (413) 442-5910 or  
templeoffice@ansheamunim.org

Saturdays at 9:45 a.m. – Temple Anshe 
Amunim, 26 Broad Street, Pittsfield offers 
a weekly Shabbat program for preschool 
children. Yearlong costs: $100 per child for 
Temple members, $150 per child for non-
members. Information, (413) 442-5910, 
or eba@ansheamunim.org.

Saturdays (second Saturday of month 
when possible) from 10 to 11 a.m. 
– Monthly alternative Shabbat Service at 
Congregation Knesset Israel library, 16 Colt 
Road, Pittsfield, Featuring mindful move-
ment, breathing, guided imagery, and 
meditation inspired by concepts from the 
weekly parshah, with Jane Rosen. Be sure 
to call ahead to see if service will be held. 
Information: Jane Rosen at (413) 464-0173 
or janerosen@berkshire.rr.com, or Knesset 
Israel at (413) 445-4872.

Saturdays, afternoon, time varies 
with sundown, please consult the 
calendar – Genesis Rabbah, with Rabbi 
David Weiner, between minha and maariv. 
Explore selections in translation from this 
remarkable fourth-century compendium 
of discussions regarding life, the universe 
and everything, all connected to some 
of the most familiar stories in the Torah. 
Congregation Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road, 
Pittsfield. Information: (413) 445-4872.

Congregation Knesset Israel
16 Colt Road, Pittsfield

ONGOING MINYANS
Sunday ..................8:45 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
Tuesday ........................................7 p.m.
Friday ....................7 a.m. and 5:45 p.m.
Saturday, 9:30 a.m. and evenings ap-
proximately 30 minutes before sunset

CANDLE-LIGHTING 
May 1 ......................................7:35 p.m.
May 8 ......................................7:42 p.m.
May 15 ....................................7:50 p.m.
May 22 ....................................7:57 p.m.
May 29 ....................................8:08 p.m.

See “Berkshire Jewish Congregations 
and Organizations” on page 28 for 
information on all regularly scheduled 
services in the area. Contact a congre-
gation directly if you wish to arrange 
an unscheduled minyan.

Learning is Discovery

Happiness is here.  
Space is limited.  

Apply to BCD now.

Discover how your  
future can be amazing. 

BerkshireCountryDay.org

Preschool through Grade 9    413 637 0755    BerkshireCountryDay.org
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Farrah S. Wax, Esq.
Attorney At Law

Specializing in Family Law

32 Mahaiwe Street 413-637-8880
Suite 4 413-410-0680
Great Barrington, MA 01230 fwax@wasfamilylaw.com
www.waxfamilylaw.com

Israeli 
Jewelry

The Mews, by the Red Lion Inn Courtyard  
Stockbridge, MA 

413-298-4436

When El Al flew to Tehran — and 9 Other Things You May Not Know About 
Israel’s Past
By Uriel Heilman

(JTA) — Yom Ha’atzmaut, Israel’s Independence Day, fell on April 23. In honor 
of the Jewish state’s 67th birthday, we present, in no particular order, 10 little-
known aspects of its history.

1. El Al used to fly to Tehran.
Iran and Israel enjoyed mostly good relations up until the Islamic revolution 

that overthrew the shah in 1979. Iran recognized Israel in 1950, becoming the 
second Muslim-majority country to do so (after Turkey). Iran supplied Israel with 
oil during the OPEC oil embargo, Israel sold Iran weapons, there was brisk trade 
between the countries, and El Al flew regular flights between Tel Aviv and Tehran. 
All that ended a week after the shah’s ouster, when Iran’s new rulers cut ties with 
Israel and transferred its embassy in Tehran to the Palestine Liberation Organi-
zation. Even after 35 years of hostilities, however, Iranians have less antipathy 
toward Jews than any other Middle Eastern nation. A 2014 global anti-Semitism 
survey by the Anti-Defamation League found that 56 percent of Iranians hold 
anti-Semitic views — compared to 80 percent of Moroccans and 93 percent of Pal-
estinians in the West Bank and Gaza. For more on Israelis in Iran, check out the 
2014 documentary Before the Revolution.

2. Israel is home to hundreds of Nazi descendants.
At least 400 descendants of Nazis have converted to Judaism and moved to 

Israel, according to filmmakers who made a documentary about the phenomenon 
several years ago. In addition, others converted to Judaism or married Israelis 
but do not live in the Jewish state – such as Heinrich Himmler’s great-niece, who 
married an Israeli Jew and lives overseas. In Israel’s early years, the state was 
roiled by a debate over whether to accept German reparations for the Holocaust 
(it did), and Germany remained a controversial subject: From 1956 until 1967, 
Israel had a ban on all German-produced films.

3. Ben-Gurion invented Israeli couscous (sort of).
The tiny pasta balls known as Israeli couscous – called ptitim in Hebrew – were 

invented in the 1950s at the behest of Israel’s first prime minister, David Ben- 
Gurion, who asked the Osem food company to come up with a wheat-based sub-
stitute for rice during a period of austerity in Israel. The invention, which Israelis 
dubbed “Ben-Gurion’s rice,” was an instant hit. 

4. Israel had no TV service till the late ‘60s.
The first Israeli TV transmission did not take place until 1966, and at first was 

intended only for schools for educational use. Regular public broadcasts began 
on Israeli Independence Day in May 1968. For almost two decades more, Israel 
had only one channel, and broadcasts were limited to specific hours of the day. 
A second channel debuted in 1986, and cable was introduced in 1990. Today, Is-
raeli TV is a popular source for Hollywood scriptwriters: Homeland (Showtime), In 
Treatment (HBO), Your Family or Mine (TBS), Allegiance (NBC), Deal With It (TBS), 
Tyrant and Boom (Showtime) all are remakes of Israeli shows.

5. Queen Elizabeth II’s mother-in-law is buried in Jerusalem.
Prince Philip’s mother, born in 1885 as Princess Alice of Battenberg and 

congenitally deaf, spent much of her life in Greece after marrying Prince An-
drew of Greece and Denmark (yes, he was simultaneously prince of two different 
European countries). During the Nazi occupation of Greece, Alice hid a Jewish 
woman and two of her children from the Nazis, earning her eventual recognition 
by Israel’s Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial as a “Righteous Among the Nations” 
and by the British government as a “Hero of the Holocaust.” She moved to London 
in 1967 to live in Buckingham Palace with her son and daughter-in-law, Queen 
Elizabeth II. After the princess died two years later, her body was interred in a 
crypt at Windsor Castle. In 1988, she was transferred to a crypt at the Convent of 
Saint Mary Magdalene in Gethsemane on Jerusalem’s Mount of Olives – honoring 
a wish she had expressed before her death. The Mount of Olives is home to the 
world’s oldest continuously used cemetery.

6. Alaska Airlines airlifted thousands of Yemenite Jews to Israel.
When anti-Jewish riots broke out in Yemen after Israel’s victory in the 1948 

War of Independence, Yemen’s Jewish community decided to move en masse to 
the Jewish homeland. James Wooten, president of Alaska Airlines, was among 
those moved by their plight. Between June 1949 and September 1950, Alaska Air-
lines made approximately 430 flights in twin-engine C-46 and DC-4 aircrafts as 
part of Operation Magic Carpet, the secret mission that transported nearly 50,000 
Jews from Yemen to Israel. Pilots had to contend with fuel shortages, sandstorms 
and enemy fire, and one plane crash-landed after losing an engine, but not a 
single life was lost aboard the flights.

7. Golda Meir was the world’s third female prime minister.
Meir (nee Myerson), who became Israeli prime minister in 1969, was preceded 

only by Sirimavo Bandaranaike of Sri Lanka (1960-65) and Indira Ghandi of 
India (1966-77). Born in Kiev and raised in Milwaukee, Meir moved to an Israeli 
kibbutz in her early 20s and quickly became active in Labor politics. Though 
popular with American Jews, Meir remains a subject of some derision in Israel 
for her perceived failures during the 1973 Yom Kippur War, when she opted not 
to attack preemptively Arab forces massing on Israel’s border with Syria. Though 
the Agranat Commission that investigated the war cleared Meir of direct respon-
sibility, she resigned shortly afterward and was succeeded as prime minister by 
Yitzhak Rabin in 1974 (who served until 1977, but again became prime minister 
in 1992).

8. Israeli law began requiring solar water heaters in all new homes in 1980.
The law was passed following the energy crisis of the late ‘70s and made Israel 

the world’s leader in the use of solar energy per capita. Today, an estimated 85 
percent of Israeli households use solar systems for hot water, amounting to some 
3 percent of the nation’s energy consumption. However, today Israel lags behind 
other countries in implemented other solar energy solutions, and a growing num-
ber of new buildings in Israel utilize legal loopholes that provide exemptions to the 
solar heater law.

9. Jerusalem’s Mount Scopus is not technically part of the West Bank.
Though situated in eastern Jerusalem, Mount Scopus, where Hebrew Uni-

versity and Hadassah Hospital have campuses, has been in Israeli hands since 
the state’s founding. After the conclusion of the War of Independence in 1949, 
the hilltop was controlled by Jews but surrounded by Jordan-controlled eastern 
Jerusalem. Israel maintained its Mount Scopus exclave by ferrying in troops and 
supplies every two weeks under United Nations guard. The convoys were fre-
quently subject to Arab enemy fire, and an attack in 1958 killed four Israelis and 
one U.N. soldier. Mount Scopus was reunited with the rest of Jewish Jerusalem in 
the 1967 Six-Day War.

10. Albert Einstein was offered Israel’s presidency.
The offer came from David Ben-Gurion in November 1952 in the days after the 

death of Israel’s first president, Chaim Weizmann. “I am anxious for you to feel 
that the Prime Minister’s question embodies the deepest respect which the Jewish 
people can repose in any of its sons,” Israeli Ambassador Abba Eban wrote to the 
famed scientist. Einstein turned down the invitation, citing his advanced age and 
inaptitude at dealing with people. “I am deeply moved by the offer from our State 
of Israel, and at once saddened and ashamed that I cannot accept it,” Einstein 
replied, noting, “my relationship to the Jewish people has become my strongest 
human bond, ever since I became aware of our precarious situation among the 
nations of the world.” Interestingly, Ben-Gurion initially denied press reports 
about the invitation. Einstein died less than three years later.
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If you are retiring or changing jobs, you may have 
complicated choices to make regarding your 401(k) 
plan assets. What you do with these assets could 
significantly impact your lifestyle in retirement. 

Your future is too important to risk making the wrong 
decision. We can help — every step of the way.

Call today for more information or to schedule  
a consultation.

WE MAKE IT EASY  
TO ROLL OVER 
YOUR 401(k) 

Brian P. Astorino, CRPC®

LPL Financial Advisor
(413) 236-4837
660 Merrill Road • Pittsfield, MA 01201

Michael A. Fazio, CFP,® CTFA
Senior Vice President
LPL Financial Advisor
(413) 236-4835
150 West Street • Pittsfield, MA 01201

Securities and advisory services offered through LPL 
Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor. Member 
FINRA/SIPC. Insurance products offered through LPL 
Financial or its licensed affiliates.

Not NCUA Insured    Not Credit Union Guaranteed    May Lose Value

Welcome to the
Jewish Berkshires
Everyone is welcome to attend  
services and events at any of the  
organizations listed here.

Please call the organizations
directly to confirm service times
or to inquire about membership.

Learn more about our Jewish
community and find great
events on the community
calendar at:

JEWISHBERKSHIRES.ORG
________________________

Berkshire Minyan
Lay-led egalitarian minyan
held at Hevreh of Southern
Berkshire, 270 State Rd.,
Great Barrington, MA
(413) 229-3618, berkshireminyan.org
Services: Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

Berkshire Hills Hadassah
P.O. Box 187, Pittsfield, MA
(413) 443-4386
Berkshirehillshadassah@gmail.com

B’nai B’rith Lodge, No. 326

Chabad of the Berkshires
450 South St., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 499-9899
jewishberkshires.com
Check website for service times.

Congregation Ahavath Sholom
Reconstructionist
North St., Great Barrington, MA
(413) 528-4197, ahavathsholom.com
Services: Fridays at 5:45 p.m.,
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

Congregation Beth Israel
Reform
53 Lois St., North Adams, MA
(413) 663-5830, cbiweb.org
Services: Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

Congregation Knesset Israel
Conservative
16 Colt Rd., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 445-4872, knessetisrael.org
Services: Fridays at 5:45 p.m.,
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

Hevreh of Southern Berkshire
Reform
270 State Rd., Great Barrington, MA, 
(413) 528-6378, hevreh.org
Services: Fridays 7:30 p.m., except  
first Friday of month, 6 p.m.,
Saturdays, Torah Study at 9 a.m.,
services at 10 a.m. Call to confirm.

Israel Philatelist Society
c/o Rabbi Harold Salzmann
24 Ann Dr., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 442-4312

Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
196 South St., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 442-4360 jewishberkshires.org

Jewish War Veterans

Rimon: Resource Center for 
Jewish Spirituality
PO Box 502, Great Barrington, MA
(413) 274-1034 rimonberkshires.org

Temple Anshe Amunim
Reform
26 Broad St., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 442-5910, ansheamunim.org
Services: Fridays at 5:30 p.m.,
Saturdays, Torah Study at 9:30 a.m., 
services at 10:45 a.m.

BEYOND THE BERKSHIRES

Congregation Anshe Emeth
Conservative
240 Joslen Blvd., Hudson, NY
(518) 828-6848
congregationansheemeth.net
Services: Fridays at 7:30 p.m.,  
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

Congregation Beth El
107 Adams St., Bennington, VT
(802) 442-9645, cbevermont.org
Services: Saturdays at 10 a.m.

Nassau Jewish Community 
Center & Synagogue
Route 20, Box 670, Nassau, NY
(518) 766-9831
nassausynagogue.org
Services: Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

Temple Israel of Catskill
Reform 
220 Spring St., Catskill, NY
(518) 943-5758
templeisraelofcatskill.org.

The Chatham Synagogue
Route 28, Box 51, Chatham, NY
(518) 392-0701
chathamsynagogue.org
Services: Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

BERKSHIRE JEWISH CONGREGATIONS & ORGANIZATIONS
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A Summer Celebration  
of Jewish Music

“The Artist’s Torah” Klezmer music interwoven 
with local artists’ visual and poetic interpretations  
of the Torah’s Creation story.
Sunday, June 7 at 3 p.m. 
Congregation Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road, Pittsfield, MA 
Registration fee of $18, mailed to Knesset Israel, or at the door. 
(413) 445-4872 x 16

“What is Jewish Music – and How Did It  
Become Jewish?” A lecture/performance with  
Paul Green. 
Wednesday, June 10 at 7:30 p.m. 
Congregation Beth Israel, North Adams. 
$10 at the door

“A Klezmer Sonatina, Songs Without Words, 
and More” Renowned flautist Eugenia Zukerman 
joins the Celebration in a performance of Jewish  
chamber music.
With Cantor Robert Scherr, Paul Green, Emily Peterson,  
Eric Peterson, Ronald Feldman and Doris Stevenson.
Sunday, June 14 at 3 p.m 
Taft Recital Hall at the Berkshire Music School, Pittsfield. 
$25 at the door. (413) 442-1411

For information, call (561) 302-5816  
or email info@paulgreenmusic.com

Supported in part by co-sponsorship with the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires, and 
grants from the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, the Northern Berkshire Cultural Council, the 
Pittsfield Cultural Council (local agencies of the Massachusetts Cultural Council), and the 
Wasserman-Streit Y’DIYAH Memorial Fund of the Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation.

6th Season! 

CULTURE AND ARTS

www.jewishberkshires.org

Some of Lincoln’s Best Friends Were Jews
By Beth Kissileff

NEW YORK (JTA) – A whop-
ping 16,000 books have been 
written about President Abra-
ham Lincoln. But a new book 
and an exhibit at the New 
York Historical Society tell a 
previously untold story about 
Lincoln: his relationships with 
Jews.

Benjamin Shapell has been 
collecting documents relating 
to Lincoln and the Jews for 
over 35 years, housing them 
in the in the archives of the 
Shapell Foundation. For the 
150th anniversary of Lincoln’s 
assassination, Shapell per-
suaded Jonathan Sarna, the 
Joseph H. and Belle R. Braun 
Professor of American Jewish 
History at Brandeis Univer-
sity, who had authored a book 
about Gen. Ulysses S. Grant 
and the Jews and co-edited a 
Civil War reader, to help orga-
nize the material so it could be 
shared with a wider audience.

Interestingly for a proj-
ect connected with physical 
archives, the Internet proved 
a boon. The American Jew-
ish newspapers from Lincoln’s 
time are all online now, so 
for any name mentioned in a 
document, a search could be 
made in contemporary news-
papers.

Going through the massive 
amount of documents was not 
the only challenge facing the 
pair: Sarna collapsed while at-
tending his daughter’s college 
graduation last May, after a 

first draft had been handed in. 
Though he is not completely 
back to full strength, Sarna 
said about his health, “Baruch 
Hashem, yom yom” (Thank 
God, day to day).

Their collaboration yielded 
a book, Lincoln and the Jews: 
A History (Thomas Dunne 
Books) and the New York His-
torical Society exhibit, which 
runs until June 7.

The documents, Sarna 
said, give “a real sense of 
Lincoln the human being, who 
writes to all sorts of people” 
and show that “the private 
Lincoln is as impressive as the 
public Lincoln.”

As the exhibit shows in a 
graphic display, Lincoln had 
120 Jews in his circle, among 
them five friends and 48 
acquaintances. The friends in-
clude Abraham Jonas, an Illi-
nois lawyer and one of the first 
to suggest Lincoln’s candidacy 
for the presidency. In an 1860 
letter, Lincoln told Jonas, “You 
are one of my most valued 
friends.”

Others in his circle in-
cluded his podiatrist, Issachar 
Zacharie, who traveled South 
to gather information on 
Lincoln’s behalf, and Lincoln’s 
personal physician, “a Jew 
named Lieberman,” Sarna 
said.

As America’s Jewish popu-
lation grew — from 3,000 in 
1809, the year Lincoln was 
born, to 150,000 when he was 

assassinated in 1865 — Lin-
coln encountered “more and 
more Jews,” Sarna said, add-
ing that the archival materi-
als indicate that Lincoln was 
“distinctive” for his time in 
judging people “as people not 
by religion or race.”

The exhibit consists 
mainly of letters, along with 
lithographs, photographs and 
paintings, and collectively they 
show that Lincoln not only 
knew Jews but was willing to 
act on their behalf. The exhibit 
covers Lincoln’s quickness at 
rescinding Grant’s General 
Orders Number 11 (the subject 
of one of Sarna’s previous 
books), which barred Jews, 
who were suspected of smug-
gling cotton, from areas under 
Grant’s control. In 1862, the 
president also appointed the 
first Jewish military chap-
lain for the 7,000 Jews in the 
Union Army.

Some of the first eulogies 
given for the president were 
the homilies delivered by rab-
bis in synagogues the next 
day, a fact duly noted in the 
press at that time. The promi-
nence of Jews connected to 
Lincoln “normalized the place 
of Jews” in American society, 
Sarna said.

Sarna said he would like 
to see American Jewish day 
schools include the “Lincoln 
and the Jews” material in their 
U.S. history courses in order 
to “imbue students with the 

sense that Jews are part of 
history.”

“I think when you see Jews 
as part of the polity today, rec-

ognized as equal, we are enjoy-
ing the fruits of seeds planted 
in Lincoln’s day,” he said.
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Samuel Alschuler, a Jewish photographer, lent 
Lincoln his own velvet-trimmed coat for this 
photo taken in Urbana, Illinois, on April 25, 
1858, just as Lincoln would begin his Senate 
campaign against Stephen Douglas. Lincoln 
would again sit for Alschuler two years later, 
after he was elected president. 
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A Sculpture in Maine
How a Jewish Refugee from Tsarist Russia Ended Up Atop the 
Capitol Dome in Augusta

who was sentenced to death by hanging, refused to sign the 
petition to the Czar, which, as the authorities assured him, would 
have been followed by a mitigation of his sentence.
“His words, ‘Mercy shown by tyrants is a degradation to the 
object of it,’ were embodied in a proclamation, and nightly 
crowds before the prison indulged in shouting their approval 
and encouragement till dispersed by mounted Cossacks.
“And then came the memorable day of June 26. Like an elec-
tric spark the news flew over the city, that a dead sailor, shot 
for complaining to his commander, was brought ashore, and 
a pilgrimage to the harbor by what seemed to be the entire 
population of Odessa commenced.
“The sight of this victim of indescribable brutality seemed to set 
a flame to the pent-up desire to get rid of the yoke of tyranny.
“From the balcony of the house I lived in, I could see the harbor, 
and before the dawn of another day, all the buildings, every 
structure, were either burned or destroyed.
“Oh, the terrors of that night and of the following days.
“Battles between soldiers and revolutionists were fought in every 
street. Bombs were thrown, tramway cars set afire, on every hand 
houses were burning.

How did Clara end up on the Capitol Dome in Augusta? 
That’s her husband’s story…

Samuel Myers worked as an artisan and contractor in Bos-
ton. Circa 1912, he designed a 5 1/2 foot tall, 150-pound eagle 
covered in gold leaf for the top of the mast in Boston’s Post 
Office Square Park, part of the Angell Memorial Fountain com-
memorating George Thorndike Angell. In 1986, this eagle fell in 
a windstorm, crushing a wing and part of a head. It was restored 
in 1989. He produced other work, most notably an eagle some-
where in Harvard Yard, a copper boat somewhere at Phillips-Ex-
eter Academy, and 600 copper boots to hang outside a national 
chain of shoe stores.

His masterwork, however, was the statue he created for the 
Capitol Dome. Here’s the official story.

The great copper respousse statue that crowns the State House 
was designed, executed and given to the State of Maine by Wil-
liam Clark Noble. …
The draped female figure that adorns the State Capitol building 
is perhaps best known to the Citizens of Maine. Although the 
Statue is commonly misreferenced as Athena, the Greek Goddess 
of Wisdom, or Minerva, the Italian Goddess of Arts and Crafts, 
the following account around the time of the 1909 enlargement 
of the Maine State House was recalled by the sculptor himself:
“I was spending some time in Boston, and happened into the 
office of Mr. Desmond, the architect, and noted, while looking 
over the plans for alteration of the Maine Capitol, that he had 
suggested a statue for the dome. In answer to my questions, he 
informed me that there was no appropriation made to pay for 
such a one as he would like to have, but informed me that the 
contractor would put some kind of figure in tin or zinc, pressed 
in halves and riveted together…”
Mr. Noble went to the contractor and interested him in a copper 
statue, making a gift of his time and skill. Working from a 10” 
sketch model, he created a classic figure of a woman he named 
“Lady of Wisdom” with right arm rigidly upraised, close to the 
head, with torch in hand, Mr. Noble’s conception of Augusta (the 
City), holding a pine torch (the State).
From this 10” sketch model the large statue was made. The 12-
foot high figure, 15 feet to the torch, was marked off in sections, 
the pieces brazed together with silver solder and the interior of 
the copper statue filled with hundreds of angle braces which 
make the work most rigid. It was then gilded and mounted, 
becoming one of the finest statues on any State Capitol in the 
United States.

Now, this is all very well, but what is omitted from this article 
is all the interesting detail. First of all, this was part of a large 
project, the expansion and dome for the building, and Sam My-
ers was the unnamed contractor in the above article. You’d think 
someone would remember his name.

What is never mentioned, anywhere, is the family story that 
Sam used Clara as his model for the statue. Noble may have 
made the 10” sketch, but Sam Myers made the 15-foot statue.

In 1930 he took a road trip with his wife to see the statue in 
situ for the first time —

Wrought Statue for Maine Capitol Score 
Years Ago Sees It for First Time Sunday
Daily Kennebec Journal, Tuesday, June 17, 1930

Sam Myers came to Augusta yesterday to see his lady for the 
first time in the twenty years since her birth. To achieve the end 
toward which he had waited that score of years he climbed to 
the dome of the State House, and there beheld her, resplendent 

STATUE OF WISDOM continued on next page

By Karen Myers

I’d like to introduce you to someone.
This is my great-grandmother, Clara Gasperov Mayerovich 

(Myers), as the Statue of Wisdom, freshly re-gilded in 2014, atop 
the Capitol Dome of the State of Maine, in Augusta.

(You can tell there has to be a good story behind this, right?)
Every now and then a family story is corroborated by external 

evidence. Clara and her husband Sam Myers left some things 
behind — newspaper articles and the work of their hands. And, 
of course, their descendents.

Samuel Nathan Mayerovich, first-born son of Nathan Mey-
erowitz, was born circa 1860 in Odessa, in the thriving Jewish 
community of that cosmopolitan city. The family stories that 
came down from my great-aunt Bertha, one of their daughters, 
remember a family that thought of themselves as native Odes-
sans, and musicians were common.

Sam made the leap first, as so many Jews did, leaving the 
Russian Empire where strikes were disrupting life in the cities 
and arriving in Boston circa 1903, where he began a career as 
an artisan.

Clara stayed behind in Odessa with her three children (aged 
9, 6, and 3 in 1905 — there would be two more later) and 
prepared to eventually join her husband. Bertha was the three-
year-old, and the nine-year-old, Luzen, would become my grand-
father, Louis Samuel Myers.

Perhaps you know what happened in Russia in 1905? In 
Odessa, a new wave of strikes began in sympathy with several 
cities, and the most important naval mutiny occurred, that of 
the Battleship Potemkin, in the port of Odessa, on June 27, 
1905. (Which is really June 14, 1905 in the rest of the world, 
since Russia didn’t convert from the Julian calendar to the Gre-
gorian calendar until 1918.)

Those of you who are cinéastes will remember Sergei Eisen-
stein’s great silent movie, Battleship Potemkin (1925). Its most 
memorable scene is the segment entitled “The Odessa Steps.” In 
it, the civilians of the city who have brought food for the mutiny-
ing sailors, in sympathy with their actions, are standing on the 
great Primosky Stairs, which connect the city to the waterfront, 
when Cossacks march down in ranks to break up the assembly. 

In reality, there was no Czarist massacre on the Odessa Steps 
— that was Eisenstein’s invention as a way to dramatize what is, 
essentially, a propaganda film — but there were plenty of mas-
sacres throughout the city.

I’ll let Clara tell the story (though I imagine it was not in  
this studied reportorial English). Think of her as the woman  
confronting the Cossacks, above.

Woman Revolutionist Saw Odessa  
Burning (1905)
Boston Post (circa July 7, 1905)

Fresh from the horrors of the Odessa mutiny and uprising, Mrs. 
Clara Mayerovich, who arrived yesterday on the steamship Saxo-
nia, said, that judging by the spirit of the populace, no reprisals 
will put down the revolution now brewing.
She was preparing, quite a while ago, to come to Boston and 
join her husband who left Odessa two years ago, and when 
disturbances began, with the safety of her three children in her 
mind, she fled without awaiting the events to follow.
“Ever since January last,” said Mrs. Mayerovich to a Boston Post 
reporter, “Odessa has been in a more or less turbulent state. 
People talked of nothing else but the revolution. But such was 
the belief in the omnipotence of the government and so deeply 
was the idea rooted within the minds of men and women, that 
even the most enthusiastic did not deny the remoteness of it.
“Meanwhile life was becoming harder and harder. Prices for 
necessities went sky-high, and when the daily demonstrations 
against the authorities, the bloody encounters between the 
police and the radicals, the incessant strikes and police brutality 
are added, one can well say that life was becoming unbearable.”
Hebrew Easter Massacre
“Easter came, and with it terror was stricken into the hearts of the 
Hebrew population. The police were openly agitating a Hebrew 
massacre, and were saying to the hungry strikers: ‘Don’t be fools; 
here is your chance; we’ll not only protect you, we’ll help you.’
“Then for the first time the awakening consciousness of the 
Russian workmen asserted itself, and the reply of one of the 
strikers’ leaders is so characteristic that I shall never forget it.
“He said: ‘We are striving to get out of darkness; you police 
hounds cannot and will not mislead us. If you do not know the 
cause of our misfortunes, let me tell you: it is you and the ac-
cursed system that makes you possible.’
“The striking workmen, as a whole, repudiated the police offers, 
and the consensus of replies was: ‘we wish you’d start one, we’d 
follow you and help the Jews to exterminate you, you vermin.’
“The ‘lozung’ [Russian for a slogan that expresses briefly a guiding 
idea, goal, or demand]was, and is: Give us justice; we demand 
our rights and did not want any mercy.
“Why, the man who shot and killed the chief of police in Odessa, 
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in a coat of glistening gold leaf, holding aloft a torch.
Moreover, Mr. Myers brought Mrs. Myers, for his “lady” is the 
Statue of Wisdom which overlooks the city from her vantage 
ground on the highest point of the Capitol.
Samuel N. Myers hammered out this beautiful work of art, which 
rests a-top the offices of Maine’s executives and legislators from 
160 pounds of sheet copper, in the workshop of E. Van Norden 
Company of Roxbury, Massachusetts, in 1910. It was designed 
by W. Clark Noble, sculptor. For years he had wanted to come 
to Augusta, realized his desire only Sunday afternoon, but yes-
terday saw his “lady” and shook hands with Governor Gardiner.
613 pieces of copper Mr. Myers made by hand to produce this 
statue which he classes as the best example of his work. It took 
eight weeks of continuous labor to complete the piece, although 
it is but fourteen and a half feet in height.
Mr. Myers was in charge of the construction of the other cop-
per work which went into the Capitol Dome. Men worked with 
him making the doors, the windows, even the balustrade, the 
roofing and the walls of the dome itself, which look like granite 
from the ground below.

The statue and dome underwent extensive repairs and re-
gilding in 2014, and my great-grandmother shines her eternal 
light of wisdom again.

Karen Myers writes fantasy and science-fiction books. Her series, 
The Hounds of Annwn, tells the story of a Virginia foxhunter who 
finds himself in Elfland, leading the Wild Hunt. You can find out 
more about her and her books at HollowLands.com.

STATUE OF WISDOM, continued from page 30

Satchmo and the Karnofskys:  
Louie Armstrong’s Deep Jewish Connection
By Sam Seifman/B’nai B’rith Magazine

In 1949, Marion Karnofsky 
(now Karno), stood on Ram-
part Street in New Orleans 
with his father, Myer, outside 
their family’s HK Department 
Store. There they watched 
the Zulu parade—a mostly 
African-American proces-
sion held every year on Mardi 
Gras. There were four floats, 
each with a big band between 
them. On one stood Louis 
Armstrong, by then among the 
most famous jazz musicians 
in America and king of the 
parade. Armstrong recognized 
Myer immediately and quickly 
jumped off his float to greet 
him.

Everyone in the parade 
yelled at him to get back on 
the float, but it didn’t matter.

 “It’s not like they’ll leave 
without me!” Armstrong said. 
The two men ran off to the 
back of the store, drank Jax 
Beer and reminisced. Arm-
strong would, of course, later 
hop back on his float. 

At the time, Marion didn’t 
know who this man was—he 
was 10 years old and had only 

heard about him from his 
father. But today, this mo-
ment sticks in his memory. It 
brought to life the stories he’d 
heard about the man, Louis 
“Satchmo” Armstrong, his 
family helped raise—unknow-
ingly affecting the course of 
jazz history.

Louis Armstrong, the 
grandson of slaves, was born 
into poverty in New Orleans. 
His father, William, abandoned 
the family when Louis was 
young, and his mother, Mary, 
worked as a prostitute to sup-
port her family. Louis, when 
he was 7 years old, had to find 
work, too.

This is how Myer and Louis 
met. Myer, then 18 and the 
son of Lithuanian-Jewish 
immigrants, sold coal and 
matches in the Red Light 
District and the Irish Chan-
nel—both dicey neighbor-
hoods. The fact that Myer 
was white and Armstrong 
black was considered mutu-
ally beneficial—depending on 
which neighborhood they were 
traveling through. Still, at that 

fated career path. Morris’ life 
was affected as well, and he 
later opened Morris Music, a 
record and instrument store 
located on Rampart Street. 
It had a reputation for hav-
ing the best music and was 
also a place where musicians 
(including Armstrong) would 
hang out and jam. 

“It wasn’t thought of as 
part of jazz history when it 
came to [Louis] working with 
my family,” said Jacob Karno. 
“Louis was just trying to make 
ends meet.”

Armstrong’s Jewish con-
nection would stay with him 
until his death in 1971. As a 
sign of respect to his adopted 
Jewish family, he wore a Star 
of David around his neck. He 
also had a mezuzah, spoke 
fluent Yiddish and was said to 
have loved matzah.

The Karnofskys had a last-
ing influence on him. In 1969, 
Armstrong wrote a long essay 
detailing his Jewish connec-
tion. It was called “Louis Arm-
strong + the Jewish Family in 
New Orleans, La., the Year of 
1907.” He wrote of his admira-
tion for the family’s work ethic, 
which he felt was representa-
tive of Jewish culture. 

This admiration carried 
over to Armstrong’s relation-
ship with Jews in general. 
Not only did he have a close 
relationship with Joe Glaser, 
his Jewish manager and later 
his business partner, but in 
that same essay, he wrote, “I 
will love the Jewish people, all 
of my life.”

Sam Seifman is the Deputy 
Editor of B’nai B’rith Maga-
zine. This article was reprinted 
by permission, and originally 
appeared in the Spring 2014 
edition of the publication, its 
theme “Jews of Color.”

[Editor’s Note: Armstrong 
had an additional deep con-
nection to the Jews, which 
was described by author and 
musician Ben Sidran in his 
2012 book There Was a Fire: 
Jews, Music and the American 
Dream.

Louis Armstrong’s record-
ing of “Heebie Jeebies”…
is considered a jazz mile-
stone because it marks 
the first time Louis was 
heard “scat singing”…As 
Armstrong told his friend 
Cab Calloway years later, 
the source of his scat 
singing, which he claims 
first occurred to him as a 
child on the streets of New 
Orleans, was something 
he got “from the Jews 
rockin’.” He was refer-
ring to the davening that 
he had heard back in the 
Karnofskys’ kitchen when 
they were praying before 
mealtime. “But Louis 
never talked about this in 
public because he feared 
people would assume he 
was making fun of Jews 
praying, which wasn’t his 
intention at all.” Scat sing-
ing had its roots in both 
the Jews and the blues.]

“Best New York Style Deli”
– The Berkshire Record’s ‘Best of the Berkshires’ 2014.

time, their partnership was 
unusual.

This is not to say that the 
Jewish and African-American 
communities didn’t have a 
relationship. Because of the 
proximity of their neighbor-
hoods and the level of discrim-
ination they both faced, there 
was a working relationship. 
But it wasn’t just about work. 
Armstrong’s close personal 
connection with the Karnof-
skys was atypical.

 “His relationship with 
them was kind of special,” 
says Bruce Raeburn, a Tulane 
University professor and au-
thor of New Orleans Style and 
the Writing of American Jazz 
History. “[The Karnofskys] 
didn’t just work with him, they 
took interest in him.”

Race was secondary. Es-
pecially in those days, Jews 
weren’t generally considered 
“white.”

“They were Jews,” says 
Marion’s brother, Jacob, of his 
family’s involvement with Arm-
strong. “They didn’t really feel 
the need to discriminate.”

As time went on, Arm-
strong not only became close 
with Myer but with his whole 
family. He eventually ended 
up staying at the Karnofsky 
house and later recalled sing-
ing a song called “Russian 
Lullaby” with the family and 
feeling very connected to Jew-
ish music and the Jewish ex-
perience. In 1950, he recorded 
a song with the same name—
his own riff on the childhood 
lullaby. 

Because they were closer 
in age, Armstrong became 
very close with Myer’s brother 
Morris, who was known as a 
bit of a troublemaker. A few 
times, Morris Karnofsky and 
Armstrong got in trouble with 
the police for shooting off 
fireworks. Armstrong nearly 
drowned trying to retrieve 
Morris’ father’s horse from the 
middle of a river. 

But Morris had a positive 
influence on Armstrong as 
well. They drove a cart around 
together, and the two of them 
would collect junk to either 
keep or sell to earn money. 
A few years later, Morris lent 
Armstrong $2 to buy his first 
cornet—launching him on his 
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CULTURE AND ARTS

“Tall Tales & Short Tales: The Art of Uri Shulevitz” 
A Retrospective of the Israeli/American Illustrator’s Career at The Eric Carle Museum 
of Picture Book Art in Amherst
By Albert Stern

A brief bio of children’s 
book illustrator and author 
Uri Shulevitz on the dust 
cover of the 1968 edition of 
the Caldecott Medal-winning 
The Fool of the World and the 
Flying Ship reads simply:

“Mr. Shulevitz was born in 
Warsaw, spent his early years 
in Europe, lived in Israel from 
1949 to 1959, and is now 
settled in New York City.”

Anyone with even a glanc-
ing awareness of 20th century 
history might note the places 
named and timeframe sug-
gested, and quickly surmise 
that there might be a great 
deal more to Shulevitz’s story 
than those 27 words convey.

And indeed there is – Shu-
levitz’s childhood was marked 
by extreme deprivation during 
World War II, and he and his 
family struggled to make a 
new life for themselves as im-
migrants to the State of Israel 
in the years following inde-
pendence. But the buoyant 
artwork now on view in the 
retrospective of Shulevitz’s ca-
reer at the Eric Carle Museum 
of Picture Book Art in Amherst 
no more delves into the dark-
ness of those early years than 
does that terse dust cover bio.

“I don’t feel like I have 
demons, though what I went 
through was horrendous,” 
Shulevitz says, remembering 
his family’s years as refugees 
in the Soviet Union during 
the war. “I had one foot on 
the other side. There was 
misery, and deep hunger 
that lasted over five years, 
in which actually there was 
not a single night in which 
I went to bed not hungry. It 
marked me physically. I still 
have problems.

“But psychologically, I don’t 
feel scarred.”

As an artist, Shulevitz 
is a master of many styles. 
His drawing can be playful, 
(deceptively) simple, and even 
cartoon-like, as it is in The 
Fool of the World and Snow, or 
tightly drafted and sinuous, 
as it is in The Treasure. (All 
three of these books received 
prestigious Caldecott hon-
ors.) “Luckily, I can work in 
a broad range of styles that 
can accommodate dark, light, 
and even funny themes,” he 
explains, adding that above 
all, he responds to “what is 
between the words, what is in 
the spirit of the story” he is 
telling.

Born in 1935 in Poland, 
Shulevitz’s life changed by 
war. “In Warsaw, before the 
war, I lacked nothing,” he 
recounts in an interview in 
the exhibition catalogue. “But 
once in Russia and World War 
II, we lacked everything.” His 
family spent most of the war 
years in Kazakhstan, then ar-
rived in Paris after the cessa-
tion of hostilities. Shulevitz’s 
artistic prowess was recog-
nized early – he won his first 
prize in Paris at age 13, and 
some of his charming early 
cartoons are on view at the 
Carle. In France he developed 
a love of novels and silent 
films, and internalized the 
conventions of those modes of 

storytelling, approaches and 
techniques (“clear and con-
cise, with the emphasis on the 
visual”) that he would later 
employ as an illustrator and 
author.

In 1949, his family arrived 
in Israel. “It was not a dream-
like reception,” Shulevitz 
remembers. The family initially 
lived in tents at a machaneh 
olim (immigrant camp) by the 
sea near Haifa. “Outside it was 
dusty. Inside there were flies. 
The food conditions were not 
appealing.” It took years for 
the family to get on course – 
initially his father worked with 

an uncle in Petakh Tikvah, 
returning to the family at the 
camp for Shabbat. After relo-
cating to another ocean-side 
camp in Netanya, the family 
eventually moved indoors to a 
small apartment they shared 
with cousins, and then fi-
nally into an unfinished house 
owned by his father’s uncle. “It 
had a leaky roof,” he recalls. 
“And my mother, who worked 
hard, did our laundry by hand 
in a barrel. This lasted some 
years.” Nevertheless, says 
Shulevitz, he “felt Zionism 
strongly despite the priva-
tions.” In particular, he fondly 
remembers summers spent in 
kibbutzim.

Shulevitz’s first painting 
teacher was Ezekiel Streich-
man, co-founder of the Israeli 
“New Horizons” group influ-
enced by a French movement 
known as Lyrical Abstrac-
tion. Streichman suggested 
that Shulevitz, then only 15 
years old, submit drawings to 
a show for artists under 30 
sponsored by the Tel Aviv Mu-
seum. Two were accepted, and 
Shulevitz was the youngest 
artist whose work appeared. 
Eventually, he enrolled at the 
Art Institute of Tel Aviv, where 
he received grounding in Mod-
ernist aesthetics by refugee 
artists such as Marcel Janco, 
co-founder of Dada. At the 
time, Shulevitz was working in 
a fine art vein, creating mostly 
abstract painting.

Israel in the 1950s was far 
from being a big enough stage 
for a talented and ambitious 

young artist, and so Shulevitz 
set out for the United States, 
landing in at the Brooklyn 
Museum Art School to learn 
some academic basics, which 
he felt he lacked. Coming from 
Tel Aviv, he was initially awed 
by the scale of the city, and 
what he recalls as its “power 
on the senses. Manhattan 
was a mountain of build-
ings.” Nevertheless, he says: “I 
adapted very well. My idea of 
the USA was based on Ameri-
can films, but actually it felt 
more to me like Europe. I felt 
right at home.” In terms of his 
work, however, he says that 
the landscapes and cityscapes 

that influenced him most were 
not those of America, but 
rather those of Russian cities 
and the vast panoramas he 
observed from the trains that 
carried his family across the 
Soviet Union when he was a 
boy. Shulevitz’s imagination 
is grounded in Eastern Eu-
rope themes, plots, and set-
tings, to which he repeatedly 
returns in his work. Even the 
New York City depicted in his 
recent book Dusk looks more 
European, Oriental even, 
than American.

He found his ideal artis-
tic medium as a creator of 
picture books after taking a 
job with writer who worked 
for a small Hebrew publisher. 
By 1963, he had published 
his first original book, The 
Moon in My Room, in which 
he used a free style of line 
drawing he adopted after rec-
ognizing the visual potential 
of the doodling he habitu-
ally did while talking on the 
telephone. He followed up 
this work with picture books 
that bore widely divergent 
influences, from Asian art 
(Maximilian’s World, 1966) to 
European etching by masters 
such as Albrecht Durer and 
Gustave Dore (Rain Rain Riv-
ers, 1969). He received his 
first Caldecott Medal in 1968 
for illustrating The Fool of the 
World and the Flying Ship, 
a fantastical Russian tale of 
an unloved peasant lad who 
sets out to win the hand of the 
Czar’s daughter.

In the 1970s, 
he studied the 
techniques of 
the Old Masters 
intensively, and 
applied them to 
striking effect in 
another tale set 
in Eastern Eu-
rope, The Treasure 
(also a Caldecott 
medalist and a PJ 
Library book). By 
the early 1980s, 
this keen student 
of artistic styles 
turned teacher, 
publishing Writing 
with Pictures: How 
to Write and Illus-

trate Children’s 
Books, which is 
now considered 
the authoritative 
textbook on the 
subject. 

Working in a 
Jewish mode, he 
illustrated Lilith’s Cave: Jew-
ish Tales of the Supernatural, 
a book for adults with dark 
and claustrophobic illus-
trations that evoke Kafka’s 
Prague. Also working in a Jew-
ish mode, Shulevitz illustrated 
two works by Isaac Bashevis 
Singer, The Golem and The 
Fools of Chelm and Their His-
tory. 

Examples from all the 
works mentioned are part of 
the approximately 90 works 
at Carle retrospective, which 
conveys Shulevitz’s stylistic 
range, as well as the way in 
which a smart and curious 
artist can imbue work intend-
ed primarily for children with 
serious technique and appre-
ciation of art history. 

Presently 80 years old, 
Shulevitz continues to draw 
on his childhood perceptions 

of the world. His most recent 
Caldecott honor, in 2009, rec-
ognized How I Learned Geog-
raphy, a memoir of his youth 
as a refugee that manages 
to be both bitterly grim and 
enchantingly fanciful. Now as 
before, Shulevitz asserts that 
his “primary interest is a good 
story” and that he continues 
to draw from the story-rich 
Eastern European milieu he 
experienced as a child. 

“I have a deep feeling for 
these things,” he says, “and I 
am familiar with life in Eastern 
Europe. Of course, it was all 
destroyed. But I absorbed it.”

“Tall Tales & Short Tales: The 
Art of Uri Shulevitz” remains 
on display at The Eric Carle 
Museum of Picture Book Art in 
Amherst through June 14. For 
information, visit  
www.carlemuseum.org.

GEOGRAPHY COURTESY OF THE ERIC CARLE MUSEUM OF PICTURE BOOK ART

Illustration from Writing With Pictures 
[Watson-Guptill Publications, 1985] © 1985 
by Uri Shulevitz

Illustration from The Diamond Tree: Jewish Tales From Around 
the World  [HarperCollins Publishers, 1991] © 1991 by Uri 
Shulevitz


