
Leonard Cohen

Berkshire-based singer Sarah Aroeste has long been an ambassador of Ladino 
music and Sephardic culture, but with her new album – and the broader 
undertaking it is a part of, The Monastir Project – she delves deeper into her 
family’s roots in the Balkans. For more on this recording and the global roster of 
musical talent Aroeste assembled to realize her vision, please see page 22.

In 2019, community members shared ideas about the Federation's future – its 
rollout delayed by the pandemic, the resulting strategic plan will be shared at this 
year’s annual meeting.
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Join Us for Our Annual Meeting on 
June 29!
Federation to unveil results of its strategic planning 
initiative during this online event

The meeting will feature a report on 
the state of the Federation and board 
elections, followed by a presentation 
of the findings and recommendations 
from the Federation’s recent stra-
tegic planning initiative. The annual 
meeting is open to full-time and part-
time residents of the Berkshire Jewish 
community, regardless of affiliation. 

Register online at jewishberkshires.
org.

Federation’s acting president, Elisa 
Schindler Frankel, will present brief 
remarks on the current activities of 
the Federation, and Dara Kaufman will 

ANNUAL MEETING, 
continued on page 9

“Leonard Cohen’s Mystical Midrash,” 
with Seth Rogovoy 
Local music journalist kicks off his “Great Jewish 
Rock Poets” series

On Monday, July 12 at 6:45 p.m., 
nationally-renowned (but still our 
favorite local) music and culture jour-
nalist Seth Rogovoy will initiate the 
two-part “Great Jewish Rock Poets” 
with “Leonard Cohen’s Mystical 
Midrash.”

This Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires program will be presented 

via Zoom. Please visit our calendar of 
events at jewishberkshires.org for a 
link to this program.

In this multimedia program 
including music, images, and close 
textual comparisons, Rogovoy explores 
the deep and profound influence of the 

MYSTICAL MIDRASH, 
continued on page 5

En Frente De Mi Te Tengo 
Sarah Aroeste reimagines the lost Jewish world of her  
family’s ancestral home with her new album, Monastir

The Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires will mark its 81st year with 
a virtual annual meeting on Tuesday, 
June 29 at 7:30 p.m. 
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Thank you volunteers Ellen Rosenblatt and  
the BJV delivery team, Michael Albert and  

Roman Rozenblyum.

 

 

We Look Forward to Seeing Your 
Smiling Faces In Person Soon! 

 
The Jewish Federation of the Berkshires is working 

diligently but cautiously towards reopening our office and 
providing opportunities for our program participants to 

safely come back into face-to-face community. 

As we make changes to our programs and services, we will 
post the most up-to-date information on our website, 

jewishberkshires.org, and in our weekly e-communications. 

We ask for your patience as we work towards our 
ultimate goal of bringing people back together to 

celebrate, learn, and engage in meaningful Jewish life.   

 

To create your Jewish legacy contact: Dara Kaufman
dkaufman@jewishberkshires.org, (413) 442-4360, ext. 12

Prioritizing Jewish practice over other calendar  
conflicts testifies to the seriousness of our  

spiritual pursuits

Are the High Holy Days going to be early or late 
this year? The answer is that they will be as they 
are every year. Rosh Hashanah is on 1 Tishrei, 
and Yom Kippur will be observed ten days later. 
But that is according to the Jewish calendar, and 
we tap out the rhythm of our lives on the secular 
calendar. This year, Rosh Hashanah begins the 
evening of Monday, September 6. Rosh Hashanah 
shares the date with Labor Day. Based on how we 
measure time, the holidays sure do seem super 
early. 

Determining when holidays fall has long been 
a deep consideration for our people. Leviticus 23 
tells us the precise dates upon which the holidays 
fall. “Speak to the Children of Israel and say to 
them, ‘These are the Festivals of the Eternal that 

you shall declare as holy’” (23:2). Shabbat, Passover, Shavuot, Rosh Hashanah, 
Yom Kippur, and Sukkot all find origins in this biblical chapter, coupled with 
basic instructions as to what is expected of us on these holidays. Entire volumes 
of Talmud and later legal codes are filled with guidelines as to how and when we 
are to observe particular holidays. The Jewish institutional world is organized 
around the calendar. We are event-based.

Given our obsession with dating and timing our holidays, the art and science 
of Jewish scheduling has not been without controversy. In I Kings, Jeroboam 
seems to have approved a deviation from calendar norms. In Talmudic and late 
Antiquity, sectarians adjusted for how they thought best to observe the festivals. 
In the 10th Century, the calendar was used to assert the political and religious 
power of one Jewish community over another. Babylonian rabbis challenged the 
authority of rabbis living in the Land of Israel, disputing the calculation of the 
Hebrew calendar. The dispute and severing that ensued marked the beginning of 
a new creative period in Jewish thought. 

We still struggle to figure out when to observe particular holidays. Jews in 
Israel observe seven-day festivals, while in the Diaspora, we add in an addi-
tional day. The American Reform movement follows the Israeli calendar, and in 
many cases does not observe the extra days of chag. In our blended lives, we 
also wrestle with how to fit it all in: do our academic calendars match up with 
our Jewish calendar? What about our regular workflows and interrupting them 
for various holidays? What about summer plans and when Tisha b’Av falls? 
(July 18/19 this year)

If we are serious about making Judaism a part of our lives, answering such 

questions is part of the process. Moreover, prioritizing Jewish practice over other 
calendar conflicts testifies to the seriousness of our spiritual pursuits. This past 
year has given many the opportunity to recalibrate the many priorities that fill 
our days. Pandemic restrictions have transformed how we experience time. Days 
flow into one another. 

This year, the holidays fall unbelievably early on the secular calendar. Let us 
come back into our communities, at the appointed times, with full hearts, ready 
to start this new year with joy and awe. The rabbis of Berkshire County look 
forward to seeing you over the holidays. 

Rabbi Neil P.G. Hirsch serves the congregation of Hevreh of Southern Berkshire in 
Great Barrington.

Rabbi Reflection
This Year’s Early “Festivals of the Eternal”
Prepare for autumn High Holy Days falling in summer this year
By Rabbi Neil P.G. Hirsch

Letters to the Editor

A Crisis Within a Crisis 
Your campaign dollars help domestic violence  
victims in Israel during the pandemic
Dear Jewish Federation of the Berkshires:

Thank you on behalf of the women, 
children, and staff for your continuing 
generous donations to the Haifa 
Women’s Crisis Shelter. Your support 
is very helpful to our effort to provide 
a safe haven for domestic violence 
victims who reside in our shelter – now 
more than ever.

The Haifa Women’s Crisis Shelter 
is full. Since the COVID-19 outbreak, 
the shelter’s residence have experi-
enced a crisis within a crisis and more 
than ever require an experienced and 
professional response to help them deal 
with both the trauma of violence and 
the stresses inherent to lockdowns, 

social distancing guidelines, and the 
economic crisis.

In the next few months, we will 
complete our building project. The 
shelter in our new building will be able 
to serve 40 percent more women and 
children. Your support designated for 
furnishing the therapy rooms in the 
new building is very much welcomed!

Best regards
Dina Hevlin Dahan, 
Executive Director
Haifa Women’s Crisis Shelter
Haifa, Israel

LETTERS, coninued on page 3
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The color photography in this issue of the Berkshire Jewish 
Voice is made possible through the generosity of  
Michael P. and Susan Albert and Allan and Nancy Lipton, 
honorary publishers. The staff of the Federation and the 
BJV are deeply grateful.

Jewish V   ice
Berkshire

A publication of the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires, serving the Berkshires and surrounding NY, CT and VTA publication of the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires, serving the Berkshires and surrounding NY, CT and VT

To new members of our Berkshire Jewish community.

Welcome to the Berkshires! 

Paid advertisements do not necessarily represent 
the opinions of the Jewish Federation of the  

Berkshires or its members.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The Berkshire Jewish Voice welcomes signed letters on subjects of interest to the 
Jewish community. Letters are printed upon space availability. The BJV reserves 
the right to edit all letters for content, length, and style. The BJV does not print 
anonymous letters, insults, libelous or defamatory statements. Published letters do 
not represent the views of the Federation, its board of directors, or the newspaper, 
but rather express the views of their authors. For verification purposes, please in-
clude full name, home address, and a day and evening telephone number. Send 
letters to: Berkshire Jewish Voice, 196 South Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201, or email:  
astern@jewishberkshires.org.

I was impressed – but not surprised – with how 
quickly the Federation was able to pivot during  

this crisis and continue to serve and support  
those in need. 
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In My View
Undoubtedly Fortuitous
Federation’s new development officer reflects on coming home to take on a new role  
serving the Jewish Berkshires
By Janet Lee 

Most of us are familiar with the adage, “Home 
is where the heart is” – but never did these words 
ring more true for me until my experience this past 
year. 

After living in the Berkshires for nearly 20 
years, I accepted an offer to work for a Reform 
congregation outside of Philadelphia in February 
2020. At that time, no one could have predicted 
that a global pandemic was on the horizon; regard-
less, the homesick feeling I endured reminded me 
of my 8-year-old self at sleepaway camp. I had 
been unaware of how strong my ties were to this 
amazing community. 

As COVID-19 began to shut the world down, 
my isolation and loneliness grew, and I longed to 
be back in Western Massachusetts despite the cold 

and snow. I missed my husband, Tim, who had stayed in Great Barrington to 
finish out the school year as Muddy Brook Regional Elementary School’s prin-
cipal. After the COVID-19 disruption, he decided that he needed to stay one more 
year to see the school district through the crisis. I missed my friends, and I longed 
for my Jewish home and the community I had served for so many years as the 
executive director of Hevreh of Southern Berkshire.

When I made the difficult decision to give up my new job and move home, I 
had no idea what I would do next. I just knew that I needed to return to where my 
heart was and where I felt connected. 

It was undoubtedly fortuitous that I ran into Dara Kaufman, executive director 
of the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires, on a cold winter day in early February. 
Dara and I had worked together on many projects and programs over the years, 
and as we stood in the produce aisle of Price Chopper, she gave me a synopsis of 
what Federation’s year had been. I was impressed – but not surprised – with how 
quickly the Federation was able to pivot during this crisis and continue to serve 
and support those in need. 

The Federation has been a staple in the Berkshire Jewish community for 81 
years. My first personal experiences included the annual financial support they 
offered each religious school family at Hevreh, and the PJ Library programs we 
attended when our daughters, Alison and Ruthie, were younger. Over the years, 
I enjoyed Federation-sponsored lectures and concerts but knew little about the 
importance the Federation played in providing social services and resources for 
those in need.

Early in my professional career at Hevreh, I began to truly understand the vital 
role the Jewish Federation of the Berkshire has in our community. Not only does 
it help to link the synagogues throughout Berkshire County with programs like 
Shabbat Across the Berkshires, but it also responds to crucial issues in real-time. 
When a Hevreh student faced anti-Semitism in his middle school, the Federation 
moved quickly to create an anti-bias education program with the ADL and lead 
the charge in helping young people to stand up against hate. When synagogues 

across the country began receiving multiple bomb threats, the Federation helped 
provide security walk-throughs to identify areas of vulnerability and resources to 
create new security protocols. 

When I had the opportunity to join Federation as its development officer, it felt 
“beshert.” I am so excited to begin my work to help the Federation reach our 2021 
campaign goals. Our kickoff event held at High Lawn Farm on May 23 could not 
have been more perfect. After a year of isolation and lockdowns, more than 200 
people came out to tour the farm, eat delicious ice cream, and, most importantly, 
re-connect. (Please see photos on pages 12 & 13.)

Seeing so many friends and meeting new members of the community touched 
my heart. I look forward to working with the staff at the Federation, the board 
and its president, Elisa Schindler Frankel, and the abundance of dedicated 
volunteers in order to raise awareness and the necessary funds to fulfill the 
Federation’s ongoing mission. 

Remember that it all starts with you, and every gift makes a difference. 
If you haven’t already sent in your pledge or made your donation this year, 

please help us reach our goals. Your financial support enables us to build a 
stronger Jewish community in the Berkshires.

Janet Lee is the development officer of the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires. 
Contact her at jlee@jewishberkshires.org or by calling (413) 442-4360, ext. 19.

A Thank You Letter From Federation to the  
Founder of Our Caring Pals Program
Dear Regina Fink, Tzedek Chair of the Williams College Jewish Association:

Our Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires community wishes to 
thank the Williams College Jewish 
Association students for helping so 
many of our Berkshire Jewish senior 
adults this year with phone calls, 
emails, letter writing, computer help, 
and most recently with the Dignity 
Drive that addressed hygiene uncer-
tainty in our community. 

Regina, you led the group in a most 
successful Caring Pals program, which 
connects students with lonely seniors 
and truly shows what tikun olam 
(repairing the world) means. Taking 
care of our older and most vulnerable 
citizens during the pandemic was truly 

a mitzvah (a good deed), beyond words. 
Thirteen Caring Pals assisted this 

year – our inaugural year. We know 
this program will grow in the future. 

This was a very strange and some-
what difficult school year for all and we 
want everyone at Williams who partici-
pated to know how honored we were to 
work with them and that the senior 
adults appreciated them, too. 

Our social worker, Jill Goldstein, 
and I thank you – todah rabah.

B’shalom, 
Susan Frisch Lehrer
Volunteer & PJ Library Coordinator
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires

Letters to the Editor, cont.
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A+“We like your smile when we’re done”

‘If I can macher there, I’ll 
macher anywhere…’

Your Federation Presents

“JEWHOOING NEW YORK: 
Iconic NY Jews, A-Z”

On Thursday, July 8, at 
6:45 p.m., join scholar Dr. 
David E. Kaufman as he 
shares tales of famous Jewish 
New Yorkers in a program 
called “JEWHOOING NEW 
YORK: Iconic NY Jews, A-Z.”

This Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires program will 
be presented via Zoom. Please 
visit our calendar of events at 
jewishberkshires.org for a link 
to this program.

Dr. Kaufman will present 
a visual and historical 
celebration of Jewish accom-
plishment in the arts and 
culture of New York City – and 
in multiple social, economic, 
religious, and political realms.  
Proceeding from the notion 
that New York is “the greatest 
Jewish city in the world” 
(in the words of newspaper 
publisher Harry Golden), 
Kaufman will review a series 
of notable New York Jews 
in alphabetical order [Note: 
“Jewhoo-ing,” a play on Yahoo, 

refers to the activity of 
listing famous Jews]. 
He will thus survey the 
various fields in which 
New York Jews have made 
their mark on their city 
and the world at large.  

Dr. David E. Kaufman 
is a scholar of American 

Jewish history and a former 
tenured professor at Hebrew 
Union College in Los Angeles 
and Hofstra University on 
Long Island.  His publica-
tions include the books Shul 
with a Pool: The ‘Synagogue-
Center’ in American Jewish 
History and Jewhooing the 
Sixties: American Celebrity and 
Jewish Identity. Currently, 
Dr. Kaufman is engaged in 
building a public history orga-
nization called “NEW YORK 
JEW: Center for New York 
Jewish History, Culture, and 
Community.”

“American Pastorals: Philip Roth and  
Allegra Goodman” 

On Monday, June 21, 
at 6:45 p.m., join literary 
scholar Michael Hoberman for 
a talk about the work of two 
important but different writers 
in “American Pastorals: Philip 
Roth and Allegra Goodman.”

This Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires program will 
be presented via Zoom. Please 
visit our calendar of events at 
jewishberkshires.org for a link 
to this program.

Two of the greatest Jewish 
American novels of the 
late 20th century – Philip 
Roth’s American Pastoral and 
Allegra Goodman’s Kaaterskill 
Falls – were published within 
one year of one another, in 
1997 and 1998. Literary 
scholar Michael Hoberman 
will talk about how these two 
books, seemingly so different 
from one another, bear 

nearly identical implications 
regarding the dangers of social 
isolation, especially for Jews.

Michael Hoberman is 
a professor of American 
literature at Fitchburg 
State University and is a 
graduate of Reed College 
and the University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst. 
His books include New Israel 
New England: Jews and 
Puritans in Early America and, 
most recently, A Hundred 
Acres of America: The 
Geography of Jewish American 
Literature. In 2010, he was 
Fulbright Senior Professor of 
American Studies at Utrecht 
University in the Netherlands. 
His articles on Jewish 
American literature and 
history can be found in Tablet 
Magazine.
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nassausynagogue.org
Established 1913

For more information, contact us: nassausynagogue@gmail.com

The Nassau Synagogue & Jewish Community Center 

• Shabbat Services
• Educational Programs 
• Traditional, Egalitarian

Located on Route 20 
Village of Nassau, N.Y.

A Haimish Shul Experience!

For further information on all Jewish Federation of the  

Berkshires programs, please call Nancy Maurice Rogers,  

Program Director, at (413) 442-4360, ext.15.

Create a Jewish Legacy Campaign
Please remember the Jewish Community in your will.

a a

Cathy Zises

Rabbi Dan Fink negotiates the Middle Fork River, near Boise, ID

Your Federation Presents

Jewish background and scrip-
tural roots of the late Leonard 
Cohen’s life and work. 

Regarding Cohen’s lyrics, 
poetry, and interviews, we will 
see how the legendary rock 
poet’s familiarity with Torah, 
Talmud, and Kabbalah infused 
his creative output with a 
deep and abiding spirituality. 
Participants will be encour-
aged to reflect on and discuss 
how Cohen can best be seen 
and appreciated as a Jewish 
artist.

Termed “American Jewry’s 
greatest Dylan scholar” by 
Religion News Service, Seth 
Rogovoy is the author of Bob 
Dylan: Prophet Mystic Poet 
(Scribner, 2009), a full-length 
analysis of Bob Dylan’s life 
and work, and The Essential 
Klezmer: A Music Lover’s Guide 
to Jewish Roots and Soul Music 

(Algonquin Books, 2000), the 
all-time bestselling guide to 
klezmer music. He is the recip-
ient of a 2016 Simon Rockower 
Award from the American 
Jewish Press Association for 
excellence in arts and criticism 
for his portrait of musician 
Leonard Cohen published in 
Hadassah Magazine in its 
April/May 2015 issue. 

For three decades, 
Rogovoy’s work has appeared 
in the English-language 
national Jewish publication, 
The Forward, to which he is 
a contributing editor. Seth 
is a former board member of 
the Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires.

The second program in this 
series, to be presented later 
this summer on a date to be 
determined, will focus on Bob 
Dylan.

MYSTICAL MIDRASH, continued from page 1

Matzah From Farm to Table
On Monday, June 28 at 

6:45 p.m., join Cathy Zises, 
local farmer and descendant of 
the Margareten family behind 
Horowitz Margareten matzahs, 
who will recount her seed-to-
Seder matzah story, “Matzah 
From Farm to Table.” 

This Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires program will 
be presented via Zoom. Please 
visit our calendar of events at 
jewishberkshires.org for a link 
to this program.

Cathy Zises is the farmer/
owner of Zfarm in Ghent, NY, 
who will share her journey 
in cultivating a biodynam-
ically grown spelt grain to 
create matzah. Zises is the 
great-granddaughter of 
Regina Margareten, “Queen of 
Matzah,” who, with her family 
and partners in Brooklyn, 
co-founded Horowitz Brothers 
and Margareten Company, 
purveyors of Jewish foods 
and, most famously, Passover 
matzah.

Cathy bought her farm in 
2013 and has connected her 

biodynamic farming 
techniques with 
the Jewish commu-
nity. She brought 
family heritage 
into modern-day 
farming with the 
ultimate goal of 
providing biody-
namic farming 
practices through 
the various stages 
and processes into 
matzah. Cathy 
chose spelt as 
the grain for this 
endeavor and 
plants it at a farm 
that she now leases. 
She harvests it, and 
has the help of local 
farmers to thresh 
and mill the grains 
into flour, finally 
ready for matzah 
baking. 

Join us for this 
modern-day story that traces 
its roots, literally and figura-
tively, from family ancestry 
of the 1800s to Cathy Zises 

farming for matzah. Zises 
is also a Kripalu Mindful 
Outdoor Guide and ISHTA 
yoga instructor.

“To Till and To Tend— Jewish Environmental 
Ethics around Food Production and  
Consumption”

On Monday, June 14 at 
6:45 p.m., we welcome Rabbi 
Dan Fink, whose subject will 
be “To Till and To Tend— 
Jewish Environmental Ethics 
around Food Production and 
Consumption.”

This Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires program will 
be presented via Zoom. Please 
visit our calendar of events at 
jewishberkshires.org for a link 
to this program.

Writes Rabbi Fink:

In this session, we will dis-
cuss how Jewish texts, tradi-
tions, and values can help us 
learn to produce and consume 
food in ways that would sig-
nificantly slow – and eventual-
ly even reverse – catastrophic 
climate change. 

 We will look at the signif-
icance of eating a plant-rich 
diet through the lens of the 
Creation story; human beings 
are not permitted to consume 
animals until after the Flood.

 We will examine how Jew-
ish laws around the sabbati-
cal and Jubilee years can be 
reflected in land management 
and food production tech-
niques, including farmland 
restoration, silvopasture, con-
servation, and regenerative 
agriculture, nutrient man-
agement, efficient irrigation, 
managed grazing, and more.

Finally, we will apply the 
Jewish imperative of bal tash-
chit — derived from the bib-
lical ban on using fruit trees 
for siege works —to questions 
of food waste, which Draw-
down names as the #3 cause 
of climate change, with over 
one-third of the food raised 
or prepared failing to make it 
from farm or factory to fork.

 In short, we will look at 
the convergence of Jewish 
wisdom and contemporary 
best practices around food 
production and consumption.

Daniel B. Fink is in his 
27th year of serving as rabbi 
of Congregation Ahavath Beth 
Israel in Boise, Idaho. He 
received his bachelor’s degree 
in history and philosophy from 
the University of Virginia and 
a master of arts in Hebrew 
Letters from the Hebrew Union 
College in Cincinnati. He is a 
banjo and harmonica player, 
as well as an ardent environ-
mentalist who enjoys hiking, 
canoeing, biking, and kaya-
king. He is the co-author of 
Let the Earth Teach You Torah 
and Judaism and Ecology, as 
well as numerous articles on 
Judaism and environmental 
policy. 

He has served on 
numerous local non-profit 
boards, including Planned 
Parenthood of Idaho, the Idaho 
Food Bank, Family Medical 
Residency of Idaho, and 
Interfaith Sanctuary home-
less shelter. He is married to 
Dr. Janet Kaufman and is the 
very proud father of Tanya 
and Rosa Fink and Rachel and 
Jonah Kaufman.
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As my parents planted for me before I was born, so do I plant for those who come after me. – Talmud

Anonymous (10)
Ed Abrahams
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Barbara Bashevkin
Robert Bashevkin
Linda J. L. Becker
Robert Berend
Shelley Berend
Helene Berke
Lawrence Berke

Lee & Sydelle Blatt
Betty Braun*
Cipora Brown
Barbara Cohen
Mark Cohen*
Mimi Cohen
C. Jeffrey & Judith Cook
Gerry & Lynn Denmark
Jonathan & Lara Denmark
Sheila K. Donath
Melva Eidelberg
Monroe England, in memory of 

Monroe B. & Isabel England
Dr. Armand V. Feigenbaum*
Dr. Donald S. Feigenbaum* 
Steven Feiner
Diana & Stanley Feld
Lynn & William* Foggle
Elaine Friedman
Eiran Gazit

Jeffrey Goldwasser &  
Jonquil Wolfson

Jordan & Laura Green
Harold Grinspoon
Ellen Heffan
Ed Jaffe*
Elihu Katzman
Marilyn Katzman 
Dara Kaufman
Phil* and Rhoda Kaminstein 
Howard & Nancy* Kaufman
Lawrence Klein
Sarah Klein
Arthur Kriger*
Fred & Brenda Landes
Beth Laster-Nathan
Andrew S. Levine*
Toby H. Levine
Erna Lindner-Gilbert*
Amy Lindner-Lesser

Allan and Nan Lipton 
Helen Maislen*
Ellen Masters
Stuart Masters
Estelle Miller
Robert Newman*
Wendy Robbins
Ken & Fran Rubenstein
Stella Schecter*
Arlene D. Schiff
Gary Schiff
Stephen & Deborah Schreier
Ellen Schwaitzberg* 
Martin Silver
Sylvia Silverberg, in memory of 
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Greenfield Simons
Mark & Elisa Snowise
Harold Sparr*

Rita and Sol Toscher Memorial 
Fund

Lisa Fletcher-Udel
Edward Udel
Michael & Joan Ury
Mark & Judy Usow
Henry* & Beate* Voremberg
Alexandra Warshaw
Florence Wineberg*
Rabbi Deborah Zecher &  

Rabbi Dennis Ross 

*Of blessed memory

Thank you to these individuals who through their gift to the Legacy Circle will ensure that 
the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires thrives long into the future. May your name be a 
Blessing, and may the example you set inspire others to create their own Jewish Legacy.

One Story

Unlike many other federations, we keep most of the funds donated to our annual campaign right here in the Berkshires. But when 

unforeseen crises affect the Jewish world beyond the Berkshires, the funds we raise can be used by the disaster relief network main-

tained by our partners such as the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC), the world’s leading Jewish humanitarian 

assistance organization. Here’s how JDC stepped up in the wake of the rocket attacks on Israel last May.

Your Federation Dollars at Work

The moment rockets started raining 
down on Israel, JDC launched into action and 

began providing relief and assistance to the most vul-
nerable populations in Israel. We could do that because 

of Federations like yours, whose core support ensures 
our seminal work, day in and day out. As you have seen 
in your community, in times of crisis and conflict, it is 
the most vulnerable (homebound older adults, families 
already at-risk, people with disabilities) that experience 
even greater levels of stress and trauma. Today, JDC 
remains focused on responding to the most urgent and 
emerging needs of vulnerable Israelis. 

The generous support that your Federation has made 
possible in past emergencies is felt today, at this very 
moment. The critical services and infrastructure that 
were put into place during past emergencies is proving 
crucial today, as municipalities and other government 
partners re-activate these services in order to immedi-
ately address the emerging needs of the day. At this 
time, JDC’s emergency response includes: 

• Aiding poor families and those in distress: 
We are providing counseling and therapy services 
for the traumatized, including setting up a hotline 
for those most impacted by the ongoing rocket 
fire and related trauma. 

• Providing in-school trauma services for 
schoolchildren and educators: We are working 
with local psychological services and the Ministry 
of Education to counsel educators in the cities and 
villages most affected by the crisis. We are also 
equipping volunteers with activity kits for bomb 
shelters and providing psychological support for 
young Israelis, Arab and Jew alike. 

• Delivering crisis support for at-risk elderly: 
We are providing training in crisis response and 
preparedness to over 150 elder-care facilities, cre-
ating tailored services for Russian-speaking older 
adults, and developing virtual health and wellness 
services and long-term care solutions for the need-
iest elderly in Arab and mixed Arab-Jewish cities. 

• Deploying emergency services for people 
with disabilities: In addition to coordinating with 
Israel’s Home Front command to make safety infor-
mation easily accessible to people with disabilities, 
JDC is helping to procure life-saving technology for 
the deaf and hard of hearing so they can follow 
the alerts as rockets continue to fall. 

• Fostering social cohesion and cooperation 
in Israel: We are working with the Israeli Govern-
ment and local partners to design a “day-after” 
plan addressing civic and social engagement. We 
are also launching a program to promote diversity, 
sensitivity training, and conflict resolution in the 
workplace. 

As was demonstrated in past emergencies, one of JDC’s 
greatest strengths is our ability to create the founda-
tions upon which individuals and communities can 
rebuild and emerge more resilient and prepared for the 
next emergency. 

At this time, JDC has brought together a high-level 
“day after” that is developing longer-term strategies 
that relate to deeply troubling internal and societal 
issues that have surfaced since the onset of the crisis. 

• Virtual Assistance for Older Adults: Drawing 
on the experience of the Virtual Center for Inde-

pendent Living created during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, which used the internet to connect people 
with disabilities with community, professional 
assistance, and access to services, JDC is creating 
a similar model for older adults who are unable to 
leave their homes due to the crisis. 

• Long-Term Assistance for Children in Lod: 
The unprecedented and intense violence that 
erupted between Arab and Jewish residents in 
the city of Lod has thrown hundreds of families 
into crisis. In recent days, Lod’s children witnessed 
gunfire and riots – a scenario no one could have 
previously imagined. JDC seeks to begin a full-year 
intervention program to provide emotional support 
and counseling to staff, students, and parents in 
up to ten Lod schools. 

• Community Caseworkers for the Elderly: 
After months of being stuck at home due to 
COVID-19, Israel’s elderly are now beset by non-
stop rocket fire. Many cannot get to shelters in 
the short amount of time that follows a warning 
siren. Municipal social workers often have large 
caseloads (some 300 clients) and cannot possibly 
reach all the elderly in their care. JDC plans to 
reintroduce its Community Caseworker program, 
which was vital to alleviating stress, loneliness, and 
fear in past crises. JDC will recruit and train case-
workers to help share the caseload of municipal 
social workers, calling vulnerable elderly, assessing 
needs, and providing critical emotional support. 

• Psychological Support and Trauma Relief 
for Israelis with Disabilities: A large number 
of people with disabilities are struggling with 
ongoing emotional difficulties that affect their 
daily functioning. These individuals will need 
medical and rehabilitation services, but Israel is not 
equipped for this uptick in demand. JDC is helping 
to develop technology that alerts relevant caregiv-
ers and authorities of deteriorating emotional state 
via digital tools that detect loneliness, distress and 
agitation, mild depression, and more. 

Thanks to the support of Jewish Federations of 
North America, individuals, and foundations, 
JDC is answering the call of the Jewish people in 
times of crisis and will continue to do so as Israel 
recovers from this terrible crisis.

On the Ground Responding to Crisis
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Radon Testing 
and Mitigation

NEHA & NRSB CERTIFIED

(413) 528-9700  

❑ COMPETITIVE PRICING
 ❑ PROMPT SERVICE
 ❑ FIVE-YEAR WARRANTY

✓
✓
 
 ✓

v

Jim Nejaime, Wine Merchant
444 Pittsfield Rd., Lenox, MA

Place your orders through SPIRITED-WINES.COM
Convenient, quick & easy!

CURBSIDE PICKUP, DELIVERY OR SHIPPING!

To serve our clients & minimize social contact, 
we urge our customers to utilize our

CURBSIDE PICK UP (1 hour lead time), 
DELIVERY, or SHIPPING OPTIONS

Contact Us to Order at: www.spirited-wines.com
by Email: orders@spirited-wines.com

by Phone: 413.448.2274

SPIRITED IS OPEN 
MONDAY - SATURDAY, 9AM - 7PM

You are also welcome to come in to our 
sanitized shop with limited # of clients policy.

Knesset Israel's summer tent

LOCAL NEWS

Ongoing Events at Hevreh
GREAT BARRINGTON – 
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire 
invites the community to 
its ongoing offerings. Visit 
www.hevreh.org for more 
information.

Services
Kabbalat Shabbat Services, 

Fridays at 6 p.m. 
All are invited to join 

Hevreh for a traditional, intro-
spective, and musical Reform 
service led by Rabbi Jodie 
Gordon and Rabbi Neil Hirsch. 
To get the Zoom link each 
week, email info@hevreh.org 
and be added to our listserv.

Shabbat Morning 
Experience Saturdays (Time 
TBD)

Join Hevreh for a contem-
plative Shabbat morning 
experience. Some weeks 
there will be Torah study and 
discussion, some weeks a 
Shabbat morning service. To 
get the Zoom link each week, 
email info@hevreh.org and be 
added to the listserv.

Creative Beit Midrash
Saturdays, July 3 and 17 

from 8:30 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.
Release your spiritual and 

intellectual imagination and 
explore Jewish topics through 
your medium of choice – visual 
art, music, dance/move-
ment, or written word. These 
Zoom sessions are for sharing 
and processing individuals’ 
creative product through 
nurturing, not critique. 
Questions? Contact info@
hevreh.org to be directed to 
Heidi Katz or Larry Frankel.

Lunch N Learn
Wednesdays June 16, 

23, & 30 and July 7 & 14 at 
11:45 a.m.

Our tradition teaches 
that when two (or more) sit 
together and discuss words of 
Torah, God dwells with them. 
Study is one of the many ways 
a Jewish community expe-
riences the sacred and the 
spiritual. Join Rabbi Hirsch 
each week to continue on the 
path of sacred learning. All are 
welcome.

Knesset Israel This Summer
In-person services and events, some under an outdoor tent
PITTSFIELD – Knesset Israel, 
the Conservative synagogue 
at 16 Colt Road near the 
center of Pittsfield, is open 
for services, programming, 
and meals this summer. All 
are welcome to participate in 
Shabbat and special events. 
An updated calendar is avail-
able at www.knessetisrael.org. 

Knesset Israel policies this 
summer reflect the evidence-
based recommendations of the 
CDC and the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health. 
Those who are fully vaccinated 
against COVID-19 need not 
practice social distancing or 
wear masks while attending 
synagogue, while those who 
are not yet vaccinated should 
do both. The community 
recognizes the anxiety some 
people experience as they 
return to in-person gather-
ings and aims to support the 
journey back towards normal 
life. Some seating at summer 
events will be designated for 
social distancing, and many 
events will take place in a 
big tent in Knesset Israel’s 
backyard.

Visitors and members 
are welcome to participate – 
indoors, in the tent, or online 
through the Knesset Israel 
livestream, which is available 
for any service held in the 
sanctuary: 

www.knessetisrael.org/
livestream, or see Knesset 
Israel’s channel on the 
Boxcast App (Roku, Kindle 
FireTV, Apple TV). 

Shabbat
Knesset Israel leaders are 

especially pleased to invite 
broad participation in dynamic 
in-person services and deli-
cious meals. 

Most Friday evenings, 
June through August, 
worshippers will enjoy spirited 
Kabbalat Shabbat services 

in a variety 
of styles – 
acoustic, 
amplified or 
traditional 
a cappella – 
beginning at 
5:45 p.m. in 
the tent. On 
select Friday 
evenings – 
June 18, 
July 16, 
August 20 
– the congre-
gation will 
welcome 
Shabbat with an informal 
outdoor Shabbat dinner 
(limited seating, by reserva-
tion at www.knessetisrael.
org, $20/adults & free/18 & 
under) at 5:45 p.m., followed 
by Kabbalat Shabbat services 
at approximately 7:15 p.m.

Every Shabbat morning, 
engaging and participatory 
services that incorporate 
prayer, song, Torah reading, 
and study, will take place in 
the congregation’s sanctuary 
at 9:30 a.m. A light kiddush in 
the tent will follow services.

Weekday Prayer
This summer, Sunday 

morning minyan will meet 
ba’ohel (in the tent) every 
week at 8:45 a.m., followed 
by refreshments. On Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings, the 
congregation will convene on 
Zoom at 7 p.m. for weekday 
afternoon and evening 
services. Consult www.
knessetisrael.org for login 
information. 

Wildman Scholar-in- 
Residence, July 16-18

Rabbi Richard Agler, the 
founding rabbi and rabbi 
emeritus of Congregation 
B’nai Israel in Boca Raton, will 
be teaching all weekend on 

Summer Events at Temple 
Anshe Amunim
PITTSFIELD – Temple Anshe 
Amunim is a Reform Jewish 
Congregation that promotes 
engaging and widespread 
participation in services, 
education, cultural, and social 
action programs. 

For more information, 
contact the Temple Anshe 
Amunim office at (413) 
442-5910, email templeoffice@
ansheamunim.org or visit 
www.ansheamunim.org

Shabbat Morning Hikes
Please Join TAA for 

Shabbat morning hikes 
throughout the summer. 
Hikers meet at TAA at 
10:45 a.m. Upcoming hikes 
will be at the Appalachian 
Trail on June 26; at Kennedy 
Park on July 24; and at 
the Boulders in Dalton on 
August 7. All hikes are acces-
sible to all ages and levels, 
with the option for a longer 
hike. Appropriate COVID-19 
safety precautions will be 
communicated to all those 
that pre-register for the event. 
Pre-registration is required. 
To register, go to: tinyurl.com/
TAAShabbatHikes 

July Shabbat Morning  
Series: Special Topics in the 
Book of Samuel

On Shabbat mornings at 
9:30 a.m. (except as noted) 
this July: 

July 3: Male Beauty in the 
Stories of Samuel 

July 10: Anointed Ones: 
Spiritual Power in the Books of 
Samuel and in Us 

July 17: Ahavah: Love and 
Loyalty in the Books of Samuel 
at 10:30 a.m. (special time), 

July 24: The Prophetic 
Message as the Catalyst for 
Change 

July 31: The Downside of 
Dor l’Dor – Family Dysfunction 
and Al Pacino Meet the Books 
of Samuel. 

To register: tinyurl.com/
TAAJulySeries

Black-Jewish Relations: A 
Historical Perspective

Please join Robyn L. Rosen, 
PhD, on Thursday, July 8 
at noon for this discussion. 
Dr. Rosen is a professor of 
History at Marist College. To 
register, go to: tinyurl.com/
TAAJulyLecture

Havdalah and Open Mic 
Night

Please join Mike Duffy on 
Saturday, July 10 at 7 p.m. 
for Havdalah, and stay for 
an open mic night. All are 
welcome to join in the fun, 
whether to enjoy the perfor-
mances or share your talent. 
To register, go to: tinyurl.com/
TAASummerHavdalah 

themes related to his recent 
book, The Tragedy Test – 
Making Sense of Life-Changing 
Loss. He’ll talk about the Talia 
Fund and its Talia Agler Girls 
Shelter for trafficked, abused 
and exploited girls in Nairobi, 
and about the Tisha B’Av fast 
day, as well. The weekend also 
includes traditional services 
for Tisha B’Av, at 9:15 p.m. 
on Saturday night by candle-
light and on Sunday morning 
at 8:45 a.m. More details are 
available at www.knessetis-
rael.org.

Berkshire Jewish Film  
Festival

This year, Knesset Israel’s 
signature summer cultural 
program offers seven weeks of 
films, all viewable online. See 
the related story on page 20.

Programming for Adults & 
Families

Knesset Israel’s website 
will include information 
about classes, social events, 
fitness classes in the tent and 
opportunities for families and 
children as it becomes avail-
able – www.knessetisrael.org 
or (413) 445-4872 (Monday 
through Friday, 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m.). 
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More than 25 community members came together on May 16 in 
Great Barrington to voice support for Israel at the height of recent 
violence directed at the Jewish state by Hamas forces in Gaza

LOCAL NEWS

Tour De Berkshires
Take a cross-county bicycle tour with 
Hevreh on July 11

On Sunday, July 11, 
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire 
will host an incredible one-day 
bicycle journey down the 
length of Berkshire County. 

This fun-ride will start with 
rear tires in Vermont, and end 
with front tires in Connecticut. 
If you are a long-distance 
rider, or this is a challenge you 

would like to take on, Hevreh 
would love for you to join in 
the fun! 

COVID precautions will be 
taken. If you’re interested in 
helping arrange the day – or 
would like more details than 
were available at press time – 
please reach out to Rabbi Neil 
Hirsch at nhirsch@hevreh.org.

Jewish Federation of the Berkshires Awards 
Grant to Ahavath Sholem Congregation, Inc.
PITTSFIELD – In late May, 
the board of directors of 
the Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires, through 
its Allocations Committee, 
awarded a $5,000 grant to 
Ahavath Sholem Congregation, 
Inc., to help with perpetual 
care and maintenance of its 
historic cemetery. 

“Ahavath Sholem wishes 
to thank the Federation for its 
generous grant,” said Judith 
Cook on behalf of Ahavath 
Sholem Congregation, Inc. 
“We appreciate their interest 
in ensuring the ongoing care 
of this sacred piece of Jewish 
history in the Berkshires.”

Located on outer Churchill 
Street in Pittsfield, the ceme-
tery is the final resting place 
for many of the early resi-
dents of the Berkshire Jewish 
community. For over 20 years, 
Ahavath Sholem Congregation, 
Inc. has been administered by 

Community Members 
Showed Up to Support Israel
By Marco Greenberg / Special to the BJV

On Sunday, May 16, a 
“pro-Palestinian” demonstra-
tion was called outside the 
town hall of Great Barrington, 
at the height of the recent 
violence directed at Israel by 
Hamas forces in Gaza.

That morning, I joined 
a local group of bi-partisan 
counter-protesters from 
different walks of life and 
different streams of Judaism, 
who quickly came together to 
stand up for Israel and present 
a different point of view. 
We waved Israeli flags and 
had a few signs of our own, 
including one that read: “Free 
Palestinians from Hamas.” 

I put “pro-Palestinian” in 
quotes to indicate that what 
we saw seemed to be much 
more about demonizing the 
Jewish state than supporting 
the rights of Palestinians. One 
placard read: “Death to Israel,” 
another “Death to AmeriKKKa” 
(the misspelling was delib-
erate). Yet another sign bore 
the anti-Israel slogan: “From 
the River to the Sea, Palestine 
Will Be Free.” 

Members of our local 
Jewish community stood 
for Israel and America, two 
democratic allies whose 
combined resources created 

the advanced Iron Dome tech-
nology that defended innocent 
civilians against an estimated 
4,000 rockets fired at Israeli 
towns and cities during the 
recent 11-day violence. 

Some of the people driving 
by honked their support for 
us, others for the other side. A 
vocal minority swore profan-
ities at our pro-Israel crowd 
and made obscene gestures 
from their vehicles.

My feeling is that it’s too 
easy to accept the idea that it 
is better “not to get involved.” 
That speaking out in public 
will only “give the other 
side the attention they are 
seeking.” That standing in soli-
darity with Israel in this way 
only supports a government, 
led by Benjamin Netanyahu, 
that is unpopular with many. 
That the issues involved are all 
too “complicated.”

Over 25 community 
members defied that logic 
and quickly organized that 
morning. We showed up to 
raise our voices to convey a 
simple yet powerful message – 
“We Stand With Israel.”

The views expressed are the 
author's.

attorney Harris 
Aaronson and 
Judith Cook. 
Many Berkshire 
families have 
relatives buried 
at Ahavath 
Sholem, which is 
still available for 
burials.

Recently, 
a short-term 
community 
fundraiser initi-
ated by Susan 
(Schecter) Peled 
(a Pittsfield 
native now 
living in Israel) 
addressed the 
need to restore 
the cemetery’s 
headstones. 
Thanks to many 
individual dona-
tions, the effort 
exceeded its goal, and work has begun. The much-appre-

ciated Federation grant builds 
on this community effort.

Editor’s Note: The histor-
ical congregation referred to in 
the story is not connected to 
the still-vibrant Congregation 
Ahavath Sholom in Great 
Barrington.
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A publication of the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires, serving the Berkshires and surrounding NY, CT and VT

Thank you to our supporters!
The Berkshire Jewish Voice extends a very special “thank you” for 
the generosity extended by those who have sent in their contri-
butions for voluntary subscriptions to the paper. There are 60 
households for the year 2021.

SEED WHAT YOU READ! BECOME A SUBSCRIBER TODAY!
Yes, I support the Berkshire Jewish Voice! Please accept my 
voluntary tax-deductible subscription contribution.

Mail check payable to:
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
196 South Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201
(Please add Berkshire Jewish Voice in the 
memo)

_____ $360 Mensch & Honorary Publisher  
(Supports color printing in one edition of the Voice)
_____ $180 Sponsor
_____ $72 Patron
_____ $36 Friend
_____ $18 Supporter    

Name to be listed: _________________________________________
p I wish to remain anonymous

Susan Cartun
Larry Frankel and Elisa Schindler Frankel
Robert and Carole Landau
Judy Moss
Marc and Margot Schwartz
Richard and Alyson Slutzky

deliver the Executive Director’s Report. 
During the meeting, outgoing members 
of the Federation board of directors will 
be recognized for their contributions 
and the nominated slate of 2021-2022 
officers and directors will be elected. 
The proposed slate is listed in the 
sidebar on the right side of this page.

The Federation will also award the 
Henry Simkin and Frances Simkin 
Schiller and Dr. Stanley and Faye 
Simkin Scholarship, given to Jewish 
high school seniors who have demon-
strated high academic achievement 
and leadership in the Jewish and 
broader communities.

Our Strategic Plan
In late summer and early fall of 

2019, the Federation’s strategic plan-
ning committee, advised by Eric Phelps 
and Rainmaker consulting, solicited 

community input and feedback 
through a series of town hall meetings, 
focus groups, individual interviews, 
and an online survey.  

The committee concluded the final 
stage of a strategic planning initiative 
and intended to present their findings 
and recommendations as COVID-19 
hit in March 2020. At that time, the 
Federation board voted to put the plan 
on temporary hold to direct Federation 
resources to respond to more imme-
diate needs of the community. 

Eric Phelps will present the key 
findings of the community feedback 
and the Federation’s plans to imple-
ment the recommendations of the 
strategic planning committee. 

Register online at jewishberkshires.
org.

ANNUAL MEETING, continued from page 1

Your Federation Presents

Years ago the BBC did a series on the world’s great religions. The presenter 
finally came to his program on Judaism. He walked into a Jewish religious 
seminary and interviewed Elie Wiesel. The presenter said, “Professor Wiesel, 
Judaism seems like a very noisy religion. Do you have such a thing as silence in 
Judaism?” 

Wiesel thought for a moment, and replied, “Judaism is full of silences. It’s just 
that we don’t talk about them.”

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, z’l, from a public lecture celebrating the renewal of the 
National Library of Israel in Jerusalem on May 29, 2014. For the full lecture, visit: 
https://blog.nli.org.il/en/rabbi-sacks-home-of-the-book/

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks

שקט בבקשה !
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WHO COULD ASK FOR  
ANYTHING  
MORE? 

UNDER A TENT AT THE
PRODUCTION CENTER

34 LAUREL ST, PITTSFIELD

Music by GEORGE GERSHWIN
Lyrics by IRA GERSHWIN and DUBOSE HEYWARD

Additional Lyrics by BALLARD MACDONALD,
BUDDY DESYLVA and GUS KAHN

Conceived by JULIANNE BOYD and DARREN R. COHEN
Directed by JULIANNE BOYD

JUNE 10–JULY 3

By JOSEPH DOUGHERTY
Directed by RON LAGOMARSINO

JUNE 18–JULY 3

CHESTER
BAILEY

ELEANOR 
BARRINGTONSTAGECO.ORG
413.236.8888 BEST THEATRE OF THE DECADE

JULIANNE BOYD
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

AWARD-WINNING THEATRE  
IN DOWNTOWN PITTSFIELD

By MARK ST. GERMAIN 
Starring HARRIET HARRIS 

Directed by HENRY STRAM

JULY 16–AUGUST 1

BOYD-QUINSON STAGE
30 UNION ST, PITTSFIELD

111 South Street, Pittsfield, MA
83 East Main Street, Stockbridge, MA

6 East Street, Stockbridge, MA

www.BerkshireTheatreGroup.org
(413) 997-4444

by Oscar Wilde
directed by David Auburn

JUNE 18–JULY 10
Outside Under the Main Stage Tent

JULY 23–AUG. 15
Outside Under the Big Tent 

in The Colonial Theatre Parking Lot

directed by 
 E. Gray Simons III

music direction by 
 Jacob Kerzner

choreography by 
 Isadora Wolfe

AUG. 13–SEPT. 5
Outside In The Courtyard 

at The Unicorn Theatre

by Christina Ham
directed by Gerry McIntyre
music direction by Danté Harrell

AUGUST 21
Outside Under the Big Tent 

at The Colonial Theatre
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COLONIAL CONCERT SERIES:  
BROADWAY FAVORITES

STEPHANIE J. BLOCK
RETURNING HOME

Arts &
Entertainment 

THEATRE 
DANCE 
dining 

film festival 
CABARET  
BOOKS 
Music 
Art

You can now read and share  
Berkshire Jewish Voice feature stories 
online! 

Visit jewishberkshires.org  
and select:  
Community & Events> 
Berkshire Jewish Voice for links to 
highlights of current and past issues.
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2021 • 35 YEARS

THE HILLS ARE ALIVE AT THE

BERKSHIRE JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL
July 5–August 23, 2021
BerkshireJewishFilmFestival.org

info@berkshirejewishfilmfestival.org

Generous support from the Wolfson Family Foundation, John Bergman Charitable Trust, Greylock Federal Credit Union, 
Berkshire Bank, MountainOne, Spitz-Tuchman Charitable Trust and Harold Grinspoon Foundation

Join Hevreh all summer in our backyard. 
Visit hevreh.org/welcome for more information.

 UNDER THE TENT
TOUR DE

BERKSHIRES SUNDAY
JULY 11

BACK TIRE IN
BENNINGTON, VT

FRONT TIRE IN
CANAAN, CT

for more information: nhirsch@hevreh.org

THEATRE • DANCE • dining 
film festival • CABARET • BOOKS  

Music • Art

Arts &  
Entertainment 
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THANK YOU TO PHOTOGRAPHER JULIA KAPLAN AND ARTIST ROSE TANNENBAUM FOR 
HER PAINTING OF HIGH LAWN FARM

The excitement and joy in seeing one another again was palpable in 
the crisp clear air of High Lawn Farm, where more than 220 commu-
nity members came out to enjoy the day together on May 23. Young 
families, often with grandparents in tow, enjoyed stories, crafts, and 
making pet blankets for the local animal shelter. There was also a 
lot of hula hoop twirling! Everyone enjoyed the museum, milk barns, 
nursery and interacting with the cows. And of course it was made all 
the sweeter by their delicious homemade ice cream! 

Reunited and it feels so good!
Cows, ice cream, and mitzvahs were the perfect ingredients for Federation's first  

Jewish community day to kick off Super Tzedakah Week and our 2021 Annual Campaign!
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A special thank you to our Super Tzedakah Week chairs, Avi, Natasha, Sasha, and Lev Dresner, as well as 
our many volunteers, attendees, and donors who helped us kick off Super Tzedakah Week in sweet style.  
To date we have raised over $390,000! It was a perfect way for our community to come together again!

Thank you to these volunteers:

Myla Blum
Michael D’Alton 
Avi Dresner 
Lev Dresner
Sasha Dresner
Elisa Frankel 

Larry Frankel
Jane Glaser
Ellen Heffan 
Stephanie  

Ilberg-Lamm
Julia Kaplan

Jane Karlin
Maya Kaufman
Ofer Kaufman 
Ros Kopfstein
Allie Lamm
Everett Lamm 

Natalie Matus
Roger Matus
Shiffra Perlmutter
Julie Quain 
Alice Schiller
Anne Schnesel

Alice Stephens 
Lisa Udel 
Shira Weiner 
Rebecca Wollin 
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Despite the huge loss due to emigration, 
the country’s Jewish population is still 
the third-largest in Europe, after France 
and the United Kingdom, with almost 

200,000 Jews. 

BERKSHIRE JEWISH VOICES

Traveling with Jewish Taste
You Say Potato, I Say Картофель
The Tribe’s deep ties to the Russian empire(s) in Eastern Europe still shape how we understand 
(and feed) ourselves
By Carol Goodman Kaufman

Having reviewed Darra Goldstein’s 
beautiful cookbook, Beyond the North 
Wind: Russia in Recipes and Lore, in 
last month’s column, I realized that 
in all the places we’ve “visited” in this 
column, Russia has not been among 
them. And, considering that all of my 
grandparents came from that country 
(at least according to every official 
document in our possession), it’s prob-
ably about time. 

One of the reasons I’ve been hesitant to do 
so is that, in attempting to research my own 
family’s history, I’ve been dizzied by national 

borders that have moved back and forth over the centuries, depending on who 
had conquered whom most recently. In the 20th century alone, the Soviet Union 
sucked up satellites, only to see them separate again after the fall of that empire. 
But now the Kremlin has pulled its Hoover out of the closet as it yet again masses 
troops along the border of Ukraine and its Crimean oblast.

As for my family: My paternal grandmother came from a town called Lida. 
When she emigrated to the United States at the beginning of the 20th century, 
the town was in Russia. Hence, the notations on her immigration documents and 
marriage certificate. But, along the way, Lida has also belonged to Lithuania and 
Poland, and now it’s part of Belarus. The same story goes for all my other grand-
parents, and probably for many of our readers’ ancestors. 

But how did our people get to “Russia” in the first place?
Given the background of so many American Jews, the first image of “Russian 

Jews” that pops into our heads may be an exclusively Ashkenazi one, but the 
Russian Empire extended far and wide. It includes many other communities, 
including Sephardim, Crimean Karaites, Krymchaks, Mountain Jews, Bukharan 
Jews, and Georgian Jews.

Jews, having migrated from areas as diverse as Greece, Babylonia, and 
Persia, can trace their significant presence in Armenia and Georgia back to the 
Babylonian captivity. They first appeared in Belarus, Ukraine, and the European 
parts of Russia in the 7th century CE. As might be expected, the merchants 
among them didn’t stop once they reached Russia but traveled as far as India 
and China to ply their business. According to the Jewish Virtual Library, on their 
way south-east during the 8th century, they passed through Khazar lands and 
so impressed the people there that the natives converted to Judaism. The Khazar 
kingdom became “The Land of the Jews.” 

Kiev, too, situated on the overland trade route to Germanic lands, had a signif-
icant Jewish population. But beginning in the 11th century, they were confined to 
an area known as Jewish Town, perhaps the first ghetto in the Russian Empire. 
To access the ghetto, one entered the Gate of the Jews.

Given their bad experience in many Western European countries, ranging from 
persecution to expulsion, Jews happily migrated to Poland in the early 1300s, 
at the invitation of Casimir III. Casimir was among the best of the rulers under 
whom our people have lived. He not only prohibited the enforced baptism of 
Jewish children (and the kidnapping that enabled that nefarious act), he insti-
tuted severe punishment for the desecration of Jewish cemeteries.

And when Lithuania took control of Western Russia later that century and 
granted rights to the Jews, many of our people began to explore new opportuni-
ties in the world beyond their shtetls. 

But the good times were punctuated by large-scale horrors. In the mid-1600s, 
pogroms began to devastate Jewish communities. Whether perpetrated by their 
neighbors in Ukraine, Russia, Poland, or Belarus, these large-scale massacres 
would occur periodically for centuries. In the pogroms of 1918 to 1922 alone, 
150,000 Jews in Ukraine and Belarus were murdered.

One important development in Jewish history occurred in Poland-Ukraine in 
the 1700s. Rabbi Israel ben Eliezer, aka the Baal Shem Tov, founded the spiritual 
revival movement that became known as Hasidism. With the help of his disci-
ples, Hasidism spread throughout Eastern Europe, giving hope and joy to many 
Jews who weren’t able to spend their days in study but could still experience the 
universal presence of God, even in the seemingly mundane.

Then, toward the end of the 18th century, Tsarina Catherine II (the not-so-
Great) sent the Jews packing to the Pale of Settlement, the western region of the 
Russian Empire. The Pale expanded over time and by the 19th century included 
all of Russian Poland, Lithuania, Belarus, most of Ukraine, the Crimean penin-
sula, and Bessarabia. The area became home to about five million Jews. 

One would think that Catherine’s decree might have been enough to placate 
the anti-Semites. But even within the Pale, some cities were off-limits to most 
Jews, and when Alexander II became Czar in 1881, he enacted harsher and more 
punitive measures. These included allowing Christians within the Pale to expel 
Jews from their communities. 

Due to their confinement and Russia’s imposition of a burdensome tax, 
the Jews’ financial position declined precipitously until most lived in poverty. 
Consequently, the picture of Jewish life with which we are most familiar is due to 
the vivid depictions of shtetl life by Sholom Aleichem and S. Ansky.

Although the Pale officially existed until its formal abolishment in 1917, 
the end of that problem led to the start of yet another: the Soviet Union. The 
Bolshevik Revolution brought with it a dilemma for the Jewish people. Because 
the Bolsheviks rejected anti-Semitism and eased restrictions on Jews, they 

Carol Goodman Kaufman is a psychologist and author with a passion for travel 
and food. She is currently at work on a food history/cookbook, tracing the paths 
that some of our favorite foods have taken from their origins to appear on dinner 
plates and in cultural rites and artifacts around the world. She invites readers to 
read her blog at carolgoodmankaufman.com and to follow her on  
Twitter @goodmankaufman.

Instructions:
In a pot of cold water, boil the potatoes and the carrots until they are firm 

but tender when poked. Keep a close eye on the pot and check every few 
minutes.

Drain the potatoes and carrots and add to a large serving bowl.

Microwave the peas for 1½ minutes. Add to bowl.

Peel and dice the eggs. Add to the bowl.

Dice the pickles and add to the bowl.

Blend the mayonnaise with the sour cream and mustard. 

Add salt and pepper to taste

Cover the salad and chill for at least two hours or overnight to allow the 
flavors to come together. 

Garnish with dill before serving.

Russian Potato Salad
This recipe is just one version of a potato salad immensely popular in Russia. 
With the mustard and pickles, it makes for a tangy addition to a summer meal.

Ingredients:

3 large Yukon Gold potatoes, 
peeled and diced into ½-inch 
cubes

3 large carrots, peeled and diced 
into ½-inch cubes

1 cup frozen peas
4 hard-boiled eggs

3 half-sour pickles
½ cup mayonnaise
½ cup sour cream
2 tablespoons spicy brown mustard
Salt and pepper to taste
finely chopped dill for garnish

earned the support of the 
Jewish community. In fact, 
the Red Army was founded 
by a Jew, Leon Trotsky, 
and it attracted large 
numbers of young Jewish 
volunteers, many of whom 
rose to high rank.

For a short period in 
the 1920s, under the new 

regime, secular Jewish culture in Belarus and western Ukraine flourished, with 
1100 Yiddish schools, 40 newspapers, and even state-sponsored theater. But, 
aiming to solve their “Jewish problem,” the leadership assigned secular Jews to 
the task of forcing assimilation. They prohibited both religious and Zionist activ-
ities, even prohibiting Shabbat observance in 1929. They also banned the use of 
Hebrew and Yiddish in printed materials, resulting in newspapers published in 
the Cyrillic alphabet. The final insult: In 1948, after so much suffering during 
World War II and the Holocaust (more than 2,000,000 Soviet Jews died, either 
fighting or in Nazi-occupied territories), the Soviets shut down the Moscow State 
Jewish Theater.

Ultimately, the refusenik movement arose in the 1970s, compelling hundreds 
of thousands of Jews to demand the right to emigrate. The Soviets were not 
accommodating, but with leaders like Anatoly (now Natan) Sharansky and the 
Diaspora Jewish community, they ultimately gained their freedom. According 
to the Davis Center at Harvard University, almost two million Jews and their 
non-Jewish relatives have emigrated from the FSU since 1970, more than half 
going to Israel and the West.

Despite the huge loss, the country’s Jewish population is still the third-largest 
in Europe, after France and the United Kingdom, with almost 200,000 Jews. 
Unfortunately, after decades of prohibitions, many know nothing of their heritage.

And, by the way, since we originally migrated to Russia from Greece, 
Babylonia, and Persia, at what point did those Sephardi and Mizrahi ancestors 
become Ashkenazim?
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WHEN OUR COMMUNITY NEEDS US, WE ARE THERE 
 

HELP US BE THERE! MAKE YOUR PLEDGE TODAY! 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

JEWISH LIFE FOR YOUNG 
FAMILIES 
You help young families in the Berkshires 
embrace Jewish values and traditions while 
building a supportive community with 
Jewish peers through family programming, 
PJ Library, and volunteer opportunities.  
 

 

RESOURCES TO FIGHT 
ANTI-SEMITISM 
You help young people stand up against 
hate through anti-bias education in our 
public schools. You also combat anti-
Semitism and the BDS movement through 
community programming, national 
advocacy, and security resources. 
 

  
 

EMOTIONAL SUPPORT  
& EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 
You help individuals facing unexpected 
challenges and life transitions receive the 
support they need through the 
Federation's social worker. You also 
provide a safety net of emergency 
assistance due to COVID-19.   
 

 

COMMUNITY RELATIONS & 
ADVOCACY 
You help provide a proactive voice in our 
community, public schools, media, and 
government, addressing anti-Semitism, 
social justice, Israel, and other issues 
important to our community.  
 

  

 
A SAFE PLACE TO CALL HOME 
You help tens of thousands of new 
immigrants, who are fleeing anti-Semitism 
in Europe and fighting in the Ukraine, build 
better lives for themselves and their 
families in Israel through job training and 
support services that ease their transition.  

CARING IN TIMES OF CRISIS 
When crisis hits, in the Berkshires or 
around the world, you help mobilize local 
resources to respond with immediate relief 
and longer-term recovery. From support 
through COVID-19 to whatever the future 
holds, you help deliver an SOS response.  

  
 

 

A SENSE OF COMMUNITY 
You strengthen, sustain, and connect our 
community through hundreds of 
educational programs, holiday celebrations, 
and the Berkshire Jewish Voice, which bring 
people together and engage them in 
meaningful Jewish life. 

 

A STRONG JEWISH IDENTITY 
You help young people across the 
Berkshires and at UMASS Hillel build strong 
Jewish identities and become future 
leaders through scholarships for Jewish 
camp and Israel experiences, as well as 
leadership development and holiday meals 
on campus.  

 

 

DIGNITY & COMPASSION 
You provide older adults and homebound 
individuals with nutritious meals and 
stimulating programming served up with a 
side of companionship and compassion 
through our Connecting with Community 
program and Kosher Meals on Wheels. 

 

JEWISH EDUCATION & VALUES 
You nurture a strong Jewish future by 
providing a high-quality, meaningful and 
affordable Jewish education for hundreds of 
children through critical grants to all of our 
local Jewish religious schools. 

 
 

 

A CLOSE & CARING 
RELATIONSHIP WITH ISRAEL 
You help connect the Berkshire Jewish 
Community with Israel and you also help 
provide programs for at-risk students, 
shelter for abused women, and support 
services for disabled youth. 

FOOD SECURITY, HEALTHCARE,  
& WINTER RELIEF 
Winters are long and cold in the Ukraine, 
but you help the most vulnerable prepare 
with warm clothes, blankets, and heaters. 
You also bring food cards, home health 
aides, and medicine to those who need it 
most. 
 

 

Your gift to the Jewish Federation’s 2021 Campaign will help bring dignity and care to the vulnerable 
and elderly, build and strengthen the Jewish identity of our children and young adults, support 
vital community programs, and create meaningful Jewish life across the Berkshires and beyond. 

 

Donate or pledge online at jewishberkshires.org Thank you for making a difference! 

Tammuz/Av 5781 Berkshire Jewish Voice   •   jewishberkshires.org Page 15



BERKSHIRE JEWISH VOICES

Was it a big deal to have  
“Jewish” in your passport? Yes, 
that made a HUGE difference!

Why Are Jews from the Former Soviet Union Often Called Russians?
A 1989 immigrant to the United States explores some of the personal and historical consequences of how 
Soviets defined the idea of “nationality”
By Yefim Kogan / Special to the BJV

When Jews from the former 
Soviet Union like myself 
immigrated to America, we 
experienced something we had 
never experienced while living 
in the USSR…we became 
“Russians.” It was always 
puzzling to my friends and me.

In the Soviet Union, no 
one in their right mind, Jew 
or non-Jew, would have ever 
thought of identifying Jews as 
“Russians”! It seemed to us 
that everybody somehow knew 
whether we were Jewish even 
without opening our passports 
– say, an employer trying to 
hire a software engineer or an 
admission committee consid-
ering a prospective student. 
But when they did open our 
Soviet passports, they would 
see a very important line 

on those 

documents, the one labeled 
“Nationality.”

Here are two definitions 
of “nationality,” a term so 
very important to the Soviets 
(although keep in mind that 
there are multiple nuances to 
both definitions):

The status of belonging to 
a particular nation. Synonym: 
Citizenship.

An ethnic group forming a 
part of one or more nations. 
Synonym: Ethnicity.

By the first definition, the 
“nationality” of not only the 
Jews but of everyone else 
living in the Soviet Union 
should have been “Soviet” 
because we all were citizens 
of the Soviet Union. However, 
that was not the case for any 
person – there was no such 
thing as a “Soviet” nation-
ality. In the USSR, the state 
employed the second defini-
tion, “ethnicity,” not only for 
the Jews but also for everyone 
else.

Shown above is an example 
of a Soviet-era passport for 
a Jewish person born in 

Krasnoyarsk, which I found on 
Google.

I’ve circled the line that 
reads “Nationality,” indicating 
that this person is Jewish.

This is how things worked: 
When a person in the Soviet 
Union reached the age of 16, 
they had to choose a nation-
ality based on their parents’ 
nationalities. If the young 
person’s father and mother 
had same nationality, that 
would be their nationality. If 
their parents’ nationalities 
were different, a young person 
could choose one: for example, 
Russian, Moldovan, Armenian, 
Jewish, and so forth. This 
nationality was written in your 
passport in the 5th position 
(Пятый пункт in Russian).

Was it a big deal to have 
“Jewish” in your passport? 
Yes, that made a HUGE 
difference:
• From getting that job for 

which you applied to not 
getting the job 

• From getting admitted to 
a “good” university to not 
being admitted

• From being able to place 
your child in daycare to 
being rejected from day-
care 

• From being issued a tour-
ist visa abroad to being 
rejected for foreign travel, 
even to an Eastern-bloc 
country like Bulgaria.

And so much more. Here 
is a quote from the book 
When They Come for Us, We’ll 
Be Gone: The Epic Struggle 
to Save Soviet Jewry by Gal 
Beckerman, who catches the 
essence of having the Jewish 
stamp in one’s passport. 
“Every Soviet citizen was 
required to carry an internal 
passport at all times,” she 
writes (although this rule was 
never really enforced):

[I]t gave basic identifying in-
formation and, more important, 
the bearer’s propiska, the place 
where he or she was officially 
registered to live. On the fifth 
line of the passport was a space 
for nationality; for most, this 
was the place to indicate the 
republic, language, and culture 
the individual was ethnical-
ly connected to: Ukrainian, 
Georgian, Latvian, Russian. But 
for 2,267,814 Soviet citizens, 
the fifth line read Jewish, and 

it indicated only one thing: 
difference.

Who were we in the Soviet 
Union? A Jew might be born 
in Russia or be from Russia, 
but no one would say that 
the person is “Russian.” I was 
born and spent my first 17 
years living in what I think of 
as the infamous city Kishinev, 
in what is now the Republic of 
Moldova – but I am not, and 
was never, Moldovan. When 
we were children, believe me, 
the neighbor-
hood kids told 
us who we 
were. When we 
applied for a 
job, we under-
stood who we 
were. We were 
Jews, and we were different, 
and we felt that all the time.

Today, I think of Kishinev 
in the way our grandparents 
might have remembered the 
shtetls in which they grew 
up – places that changed 
completely, that now bear 
no reminders that half or 
more of the population was 
Jewish. Because I was never 
“Moldovan,” I feel no connec-
tion to the town in which I 
was born and in which I lived, 
even though as part of my 
work with JewishGen.org, 
I frequently deal with Jews 
and non-Jews in Moldova. 
Kishinev has changed – while 
many Jewish aid organizations 
operate there, there are very 
few Jews left. 

How do I think of myself 
now? As an American born in 
Kishinev, Soviet Union. But 
how will history understand 
the identities of people born 
within the Russian Empire 
and the Soviet Union and 
who then left? The question 
presented itself when my wife 
and I visited the Williams 
College Museum of Art. We 
saw several pieces by Marc 
Chagall, whose work we love. 
The way his work is labeled 
surprised us, though – at the 
museum, the label reads ‘Marc 
Chagall (French, born Belarus, 
1887-1985).’ So Chagall lived 
in Paris, and he was a French 
citizen. But what does “born 
Belarus” mean here? If it 
means that he was born in 
Belarus, that is not correct. 
There was no Belarus either 
as a country or entity in 1887. 
Could his nationality/ethnicity 
really be ‘Belarus?’ I do not 
think so.

I decided to find out how 
other sources described his 
nationality.

This is how Encyclopedia 
Britannica has it: “Marc 
Chagall, (born July 7, 1887, 
Vitebsk, Belorussia, Russian 
Empire [now in Belarus].” This 
is better but still not accu-
rate. “Vitebsk, Belorussia” 
does not make much sense. 
Vitebsk was a main town in 
Vitebsk gubernia (province) of 
the Russian Empire and not 
Belorussia.

The YIVO Encyclopedia 
provides good, though perhaps 
incomplete introduction: 
“Chagall was born Moyshe 
Shagal (officially, Movsha 
Shagalov) in the Russian city 

of Vitebsk (Vityebsk, now 
in Belarus) on 24 June 1887.”

Finally, Wikipedia gives 
what, in my opinion, is a 
better introduction: “Marc 
Zakharovich Chagall 
was a Russian-French 
artist of Belarusian Jewish 
origin.”

Here is how I think the 
labels on Chagall works 
should be written: “Marc 
Chagall, French, born in 
Vitebsk, Russia, 1887-1985 

of Jewish descent” – because 
to the Russian authorities, 
he would not have been 
considered ‘Belarusian.’ His 
nationality would have been 
‘Jewish.’ What’s more, I 
doubt he would have thought 
of himself as Belarusian – 
although it is abundantly 
clear he thought of himself as 
Jewish.

Russian Empire passports 
before the 1917 revolution, 
like those of some other 
European countries, had a 
line that read “Religion”; Jews 
and others were identified by 
their religious backgrounds. 
Back then, passports were 
uncommon – only people who 
traveled from one place to 
another, primarily merchants, 
had to have them. Foreigners 
living in Russia would have 
had passports from their 
home countries, stamped with 
Russian visas. Some Jews 
traveled from Russia to other 
countries to study and were 
issued passports, as well. 

In 1903, at the beginning 
of the communist-socialist 
era in Russia, Vladimir Lenin 
wrote that an idea of Jewish 
nationality contradicts the 
interests of Jewish workers. 
He added that assimilation 
was the only possible way to 
solve the Jewish question. 
Perhaps Lenin had a notion 
that an assimilated “Soviet” 
citizen might emerge from 
the many ethnicities living 
within the USSR in time. Note 
that in every US passport, 
there is also a line that reads 
“Nationality.” That line reads 
‘United States of America’ for 
every citizen. There is nothing 
about ethnicity – as far as this 

country is concerned, we are 
all “Americans.” In the USSR, 
however, there would never be 
a truly “Soviet” citizen.

Americans associate their 
passports with international 
travel, but in the Soviet Union, 
a passport was the only official 
identity document one had, 
even though Soviet citizens 
were rarely allowed to travel 
abroad. Jews in particular, 
with few exceptions, could not 
leave the country. And so the 

question remains: why 
did the Soviets, despite 
Lenin’s early thinking 
about assimilation, 
identify their citizens’ 
nationality on their pass-
ports? What changed 
their minds? 

I believe it was because 
the oppressive Soviet author-
ities needed to know who was 
different, who might threaten 
their total control over the 
population. And in both the 
historical Russian worldview 
and the new communist way 
of thinking, Jews were forever 
“different.”

I want to share how I 
tested Soviet rule while I was 
a teacher in a Moscow school 
in 1975. In the Soviet Union, 
your passport was issued 
when you were 16 years old; 
on it, your nationality was 
identified. When a person was 
younger, however, he or she 
had to declare their nation-
alities to their schoolteacher, 
who recorded it in a class 
journal. In my first year as a 
21-year-old teacher, I refused 
to fill in the nationalities of my 
students – I left that column 
empty. I felt as if I would not 
get into trouble, because no 
one cared about such distinc-
tions anymore. But I was 
wrong – the school’s adminis-
tration knew the nationalities 
of all students from other 
papers their parents had filed. 
They knew exactly who was 
different – and treated them 
that way.

Reproduced below are 
examples of the last docu-
ment many Jews received 
from the Soviet govern-
ment – a visa to go abroad. 
When Jews expressed the 
desire to emigrate from the 
Soviet Union, the government 
stripped us of citizenship and 
took away our all-important 

RUSSIAN(?) JEWS, 
continued on page 17
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In response to coronavirus guidelines…

As of press time, all in-person Connecting With Community programming has been canceled. For the most up-to-date infor-
mation and details on virtual programming, please visit our website www.jewishberkshires.org to sign up for our eblasts to 
receive a weekly listing of online opportunities. 

Meals-on-Wheels & Meals to Go – Advance Reservation Required

Kosher lunch will be prepared on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday. Meals to go will be ready by noon  
for pickup at the Knesset Israel kitchen door, 16 Colt Road in Pittsfield.  
All meals-on-wheels will be delivered by Federation volunteers in the early afternoon. 

Please call (413) 442-2200 no later than 9 a.m. to reserve your meal for pickup and to arrange 
delivery if standing instructions are not in place. All are welcome to reserve meals for pick-up, although 
delivery may be limited in certain circumstances. 

The menus listed below are planned, but may be modified depending on availability of ingredients.  
When making a reservation, please inform us if a person in your party has a food allergy.

Adults 60 and over: $2 suggested donation. Adults under 60: $7 per person.

Volunteers are Vital! Volunteer drivers who can deliver meals-on-wheels are always appreciated. Please call Susan Frisch  
Lehrer at (413) 442-4360, ext. 14. The Federation’s kosher hot lunch program is offered in collaboration with Elder Services of 
Berkshire County.

JUNE
Monday, 14 ............. Salisbury steak**#, celery rice soup, 
hash browns, oven roasted broccoli & cauliflower, whole 
wheat bread, and Mandarin oranges.

Tuesday, 15 ............. Turkey piccata**#, rice pilaf, mixed 
vegetables, salad, oat bread, and peaches.

Thursday, 17 ........... Greek salad platter**, stuffed grape 
leaves, pita bread, and baklava.

Monday, 21 ............. Sloppy Joes**#, mango juice, corn, 
mashed potatoes, salad, hamburger rolls, and fruit cocktail.

Tuesday, 22 ............. Roasted chicken**#, tomato juice, 
mixed vegetables, rice pilaf, pumpernickel bread, and 
pareve chocolate chip cookies.

Thursday, 24 ........... Curried egg salad platter**#, cu-
cumber salad, 3 bean salad, oat bread, and butterscotch 
pudding.

Monday, 29 ............. Sesame chicken patties with sweet 
& sour sauce#, brown rice, Oriental vegetables, salad, rye 
bread, and pineapple.

Tuesday, 30 ............. Barbecued brisket**#, coleslaw, 
sweet potato fries, salad, corn bread, and brownies.

JULY
Thursday, 1 ............. Grilled hamburgers**#, apple juice, 3 
bean salad, potato salad, potato chips, hamburger roll, and 
watermelon.

Monday, 5 ............... Closed for Independence Day

Tuesday, 6 ............... Stuffed meat loaf**#, gazpacho, 
French fries, peas & carrots, whole wheat bread, and 
grapes.

Thursday, 8 ............. Asian tuna salad (gluten free upon 
request), pineapple juice, coleslaw, Farmer’s loaf, and cook-
ies.

Monday, 12 ............. Fish sticks, borscht and potato, sweet 
potato fries, mixed vegetables, potato bun, and lemon 
pudding.

Tuesday, 14 ............. Spanakopita, tri-colored pasta salad, 
green salad, pita bread, and baklava.

Thursday, 15 ........... Dairy chef’s salad** (dairy free upon 
request), pesto potato salad, multi-grain bread, and oat-
meal raisin cookies.

Monday, 19 ............. Salisbury steak**#, mashed potatoes, 
broccoli, salad, rye bread, and applesauce.

Tuesday, 20 ............. Barbecued chicken**#, mango 
juice, corn cobettes, green beans, salad, potato bread, and 
grapes.

Thursday, 22 ........... Tomato basil quiche, apple juice, sal-
ad, confetti rice salad, Challah, and peanut butter cookies.

Monday, 26 ............. Grilled hot dogs**#, hearts of palm 
salad, vegetarian beans, tater tots, hot dog buns, and wa-
termelon.

Tuesday, 27 ............. Pomegranate glazed chicken**#, 
mixed vegetables, salad, rice pilaf, pumpernickel bread, and 
tropical fruit salad.

Thursday, 29 ........... Meat chef’s salad**#, pineapple 
juice, coleslaw, 3 bean salad, pita bread, and Mandarin 
oranges.

AUGUST
Monday, 2 ............... Meat loaf, tomato juice, peas & car-
rots, hash browns, rye bread, and applesauce.

Tuesday, 3 ............... Turkey salad, gazpacho, asparagus 
vinaigrette, confetti rice salad, Challah, and fruit cocktail.

Thursday, 5 ............. Black bean burgers with cheese, 
creamy peach yogurt soup, Mexican corn, hamburger rolls, 
and watermelon.

Monday, 9 ............... Ratatouille with turkey**#, polenta, 
salad, Farmer’s loaf, and pears.

Tuesday, 10 ............. Cinnamon honey chicken**#, salad, 
rice pilaf, meadow blend vegetables, dinner roll, and canta-
loupe.

Thursday, 12 ........... Tuna egg salad platter**#, coleslaw, 
potato salad, chips, oat bread, and parve chocolate chip 
cookies.

Monday, 16...............Spaghetti & meat sauce#, summer 
zucchini soup, green beans, salad, garlic bread, and apricots.

Mazel Tov to…

MAZEL TOV

Eliza Pratt, daughter of 
Josie and Len Pratt, on her 
June 5 bat mitzvah at Hevreh 
of Southern Berkshire.

c
Ava Mozian, daughter of 

Matt and Sharon Mozian, on 
her June 19 bat mitzvah at 
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire.

c
Sadie Honig-Briggs, 

daughter of Rebecca Honig 
and Joshua Briggs, on her 
June 26 bat mitzvah at Hevreh 
of Southern Berkshire.

c
Allen and Ellen 

Rosenblatt, on the May 29 
bar mitzvah of their 
grandson, Adam Rosenblatt, 
in Brookline – parents 
are Miriam and Howie 
Rosenblatt and older brother 
is Ben.

Knesset Israel
16 Colt Road, Pittsfield

ONGOING MINYANS
Sunday 8:45 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Tuesday 7 p.m.
Thursday 7 p.m.
Friday 7 a.m. and 5:45 p.m.
Saturday 9:30 a.m.  

and evenings approximately  
30 minutes before sunset

CANDLE-LIGHTING

Friday, June 18 .......8:14 p.m. 

Friday, June 25  ......8:16 p.m.

Friday, July 2 ..........8:15 p.m.

Friday, July 9 ..........8:13 p.m.

Friday, July 16 ........8:09 p.m.

RUSSIAN(?) 
JEWS, continued from 
page 16

passport, replacing it with a 
visa that we had to pay for. 
(Mine is on the right, the 
shared visa of my wife, Galina 
Dobrynina, and our children 
is on the left.) As we waited 
for the chance to leave, we 
could not work, and our chil-
dren could not go to school 
– in fact, the teacher of our 
9-year-old son, David, told his 
class that he was an enemy 
of the state. (And this was in 
1988 – perestroika!) 

My family left the USSR 
in 1989 and made a new 
American life in Boston. Some 
people still may think of us 
as being of “Russian” origin, 
although nothing could be 
further from the truth. We 
are also sometimes asked 
why we worked so hard and 
risked so much to leave the 
USSR? These people may 
think that we were “citizens” 
of the Soviet Union – but as 
the “Nationality” line on our 
passports show, we were just 
“Jewish” as far as the state 
was concerned. 

And that is why we left the 
Soviet Union.

Yefim Kogan, who summers 
in Lee, is the JewishGen.org 
Bessarabia group leader and 
coordinator. This article is based 
on research for a presentation 
at the 39th International 
Conference on the Jewish 
Genealogy in Cleveland in the 
summer of 2019. 
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Myrna Ilene (Galler)  
Hammerling, 78,  
embraced life with a joy 
of learning, a thirst for 
knowledge, caring deeply, 
and living fully
PITTSFIELD – Myrna Ilene 
(Galler) Hammerling was born 
in New York City on September 
7, 1942 to Jack and Sally 
Galler.

Put simply, Myrna was 
the kindest of souls. She 
embraced life with a joy of 
learning and a thirst for 
knowledge, caring deeply 
and living fully, leading and 
making a difference without 
ever seeking the spotlight, and 
taking pleasure in helping 
others thrive and grow. Myrna 
loved a good crossword, met 
her friends regularly at the 
gym, meditated, did yoga, 
enjoyed live music and the 
arts, and was a nightly devotee 
of Rachel Maddow. Myrna 
was as authentic and genuine 
as a person could possibly 
be. She worked hard to build 
her community strong with a 
sharp intellect and infectious 
smile, forging lifelong friend-
ships with those she came in 
contact with along the way.

Any memoir would not be 
complete without acknowl-
edging the 62-year love 
affair she enjoyed with Elie 
Hammerling. The two dated 
at Wingate High School, 
were together at Brooklyn 
College, and got married on 
April 4, 1963. They were at 
each other’s side, laughing, 
loving and learning until Elie’s 
passing in 2020.

In 1963, Myrna gradu-
ated Brooklyn College with 
a master of arts in Speech 
and Theater, finishing with 
high honors of magna cum 
laude and Phi Beta Kappa. 
She spent the next decade 
as a high school speech and 
English teacher in Brooklyn.

In 1976, Myrna and Elie 
relocated from Brooklyn to 
the Berkshires to raise their 
two children. She co-founded 
Evergreen Realty in Pittsfield, 
where she found true joy 
in helping people find their 
dream home. As is often the 
case with Myrna, some of her 
best clients would become her 
best friends.

In 1997, after 18 years 
as a realtor, and in her 
mid-50s, Myrna wanted 
to return to teaching. She 
commuted between Pittsfield 
and Manhattan for three 
summers to earn her masters 
in Judaic Studies at the 
Jewish Theological Seminary 
(JTS). Not one to do anything 
halfway, she also studied 
to become a bat mitzvah as 
an adult. The journey to her 
bat mitzvah inspired and 
mentored many adult congre-
gants wishing to do the same 
for themselves.

After graduating from 
JTS, Myrna began working 
at Knesset Israel in Pittsfield 
as an educator for children 
and adult students. Despite 
her illness, Myrna continued 
to teach through April, in no 
small part by overcoming her 
lack of technological confi-
dence to teach on Zoom. She 
leaves behind a long legacy 
of enriched students and 
community.

Myrna also served as presi-
dent of Knesset Israel during a 
year when the synagogue was 
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without a rabbi. She said of 
that transformational period: 
“If the Jews could wander 
around for 40 years in the 
desert, the Congregation could 
survive for a year!” She helped 
assign readings for each family 
in the synagogue to take a 
turn leading the prayer service 
over the course of the 12 
months. Myrna’s leadership 
empowered the congregation 
to create a strong, engaged 
community at Knesset Israel 
that continues to thrive today.

Myrna was predeceased by 
her beloved spouse and best 
friend, Elie. She is survived 
by her sister Lynda Galler, 
son Eric Hammerling (wife 
Andrea), daughter Jaimie 
Hammerling Bern (husband 
Rick). Eric’s son Mateo (21) 
and Jaimie and Rick’s sons 
Zachary (13) and Ari (10) will 
always fondly remember her 
warmth, kindness and spon-
taneous sandwich kisses from 
a grandmother they called 
“Savta.”

Funeral services were 
held Thursday, June 3 at 
Knesset Israel with Rabbi 
David Weiner, spiritual leader, 
officiating. Burial followed in 
Knesset Israel Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
asks to honor her life by 
following in her footsteps. Do 
something generous, selfless, 
and meaningful for others 
in your community. Go out 
of your way to be kind and 
welcoming to someone who 
just moved to your neigh-
borhood. Set an example for 
others to follow.

Donations can be made 
to the “Hammerling/Adult 
Education Fund” at Knesset 
Israel, 16 Colt Road, Pittsfield, 
MA 01201, or to your favorite 
cause.

Yefim Kurchenko, 75, 
extraordinary gardener, 
inventor, loving and  
supportive family man
PITTSFIELD – Yefim 
Kurchenko, 75, passed 
away on Monday, March 8. 
Born September 10, 1945 
in the Ukraine, he received 
his first education from 
the Industrial Trade school 
becoming a carpenter, and his 
second education from the 
Industrial College becoming an 
engineer-technologian. 

An innovator from birth, 
he always found ways to 
create a more practical way 
of doing things. Yefim loved 
music and enjoyed playing the 
guitar and piano, rocking out 
to local and forbidden foreign 
music. He immigrated to the 
United States in 1998 and 
found his home in Pittsfield. 
Yefim worked at the Unistress 
Company for 12 years before 
retiring to his rich garden in 
his backyard. 

A carpenter by trade and 
gardener by heart, Yefim was 
always available to help his 
family, friends, and neigh-
bors. He had a large extended 
family and loved spending 
time with them all. An encour-
aging father, he raised three 
children, Inessa, Ilya, and 
Ida, and found the biggest 
joy playing with his grand-
children, Dasha, Marc, Eva, 
Mallory, and Charlotte. 

After a hard fight with 
cancer, Yefim died peacefully, 
surrounded by loved ones. 
One man with a big heart 

left a huge mark on all of our 
lives. We love him and we will 
miss him dearly.

“There is a time for every-
thing, and a season for every 
activity under the heavens…
God has made every-
thing beautiful in its time. 
(Ecclesiastes 3)

As a gardener, Yefim under-
stood the seasons very well, 
and he lived each season to its 
fullest, thinking and inventing.

In the winter, before people 
even thought of gardening, 
he was already inventing. 
In the Ukraine, he built this 
long contraption, where the 
seeds were glued in between 
the strips of toilet paper. Then 
come spring he just laid the 
strips in the ground – every 
seed at a perfect distance from 
the other. And when he was 
satisfied with his inventions, 
he’d sit at the piano and play. 
He played forbidden jazz, The 
Beatles, The Eagles. He taught 
his daughter to play the guitar 
solo from Hotel California 
before learning any scales. He 
taught her how to improvise, 
and she still does. 

In the spring, he would 
get the vegetable beds ready. 
Every year he would think of a 
new way to tie up the toma-
toes or cucumbers, to place 
them just so to get the best 
harvest. He did the same with 
his family. He wanted them to 
thrive and he brought them to 
the United States for a better 
future. And he didn’t stop 
there. He would find all sorts 
of hacks and novelty methods 
to share from improving your 
vision to weeding the garden 
by sifting. 

Summer seemed to be his 
favorite season. He would 
start early and tend to his 
garden, inventing clever and 
new ways of doing things, fast. 
He only had one speed – fast. 
He didn’t want to take time to 
go in the house to cool off on 
a hot summer day, so he put 
together an outside shower. 
He made one back in the 
Ukraine. And if you are ever 
in his backyard, you’ll see one 
too. And of course there was 
Tanglewood – all summer long. 
He wasn’t a classically trained 
musician, but he appreciated 
and supported his children in 
all of their musical endeavors. 
He kept all of their concert 
programs and tickets. He even 
came and encouraged their 
students. 

By autumn, Yefim picked 
his harvest and shared it with 
the entire town of Pittsfield, 
seeds and all. He was so 
generous with everybody. 
His answer was always yes. 
Gardening, building, coming 
to synagogue to do minyan. 
If anyone were moving, he 
was there helping, packing, 
carrying, doing everything 
fast, and almost safe…. 
According to him, he knew 
how to do everything and he 
was perfect. But he was also 
a learner. Even after living in 
the US for 20 years, he kept 
studying English, underlining 
the words he didn’t know in 
the newspaper and writing 
the translation in his many 
notebooks. 

And in every season of 
my life, Yefim was loving 
and supportive. He was a 
proud dad, celebrating every 
accomplishment...going 
away to Bible College, joining 

the Coast Guard, studying 
Martial Arts, graduating, going 
sky-diving,… well, maybe 
not sky-diving… whether or 
not he agreed with decisions, 
he was always there. One 
of his favorite phrases from 
Nikolai Ostrovsky’s novel, Kak 
Zakalyalas’ Stal’, was “Life is 
given only once, and we must 
live it in such a way that it 
would not be sorely painful for 
the purposelessly lived years.”

If he could talk to us 
today, he would encourage 
all of us to live our lives with 
a purpose, always thinking, 
always inventing, saying yes to 
a need, and doing it fast. 

Martin Bookspan, 94,  
legendary host,  
commentator noted for 
work at Tanglewood 
AVENTURA, FL – Martin 
Bookspan, a radio and tele-
vision announcer known to 
millions of classical music 
aficionados as the voice of the 
New York Philharmonic and 
the PBS series “Live From 
Lincoln Center,” his expert 
yet accessible commentary 
an aural pleasure all its own, 
died Thursday, April 29 at his 
home. The cause was conges-
tive heart failure, according to 
his family.

In a broadcasting career 
that lasted more than half a 
century, Mr. Bookspan was 
affiliated with some of the 
most venerable institutions on 
the American culture scene. 
He was a radio commentator 
for the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra as well as the New 
York Philharmonic. On public 
television, he served as an 
announcer for “Live From 
the Metropolitan Opera” in 
addition to “Live From Lincoln 
Center,” which he inaugu-
rated in 1976, and which 
features ballets, symphonic 
and chamber music concerts, 
plays, and other performances 
presented at the New York arts 
complex. 

“If I have a technique, it’s 
the technique of the sports-
caster,” Mr. Bookspan once 
told The New York Times. “As 
sportscasters make the game 
come alive, I hope I have made 
concerts come alive. I want the 
audience to become involved, 
to love what they’re hearing.”

His admirers came to rely 
on his vast knowledge of clas-
sical music, an expertise he 
had cultivated since his child-
hood in a Boston tenement. 
His parents, also devotees of 
classical music, had loyally 
tuned in to radio program-
ming of the kind their son 
would later host. “He brought 
the music and the art form 
to life through his passion – 
but in a way that did not feel 
like a lecture,” Fred Child, 
who succeeded Mr. Bookspan 
as announcer of “Live From 
Lincoln Center” in 2006, said 
in an interview. “It never felt 
like he was talking down to 
you. It felt like a friend sharing 
something he loves with you.”

A self-described “failed 
violinist,” Mr. Bookspan began 
his radio career as a student 
at Harvard University, where 
he conducted his first on-air 
interview with the American 
composer Aaron Copland. 
“I asked him what he was 
working on,” Mr. Bookspan 
recalled to the Cincinnati 
Enquirer in 2006. “He said, 

‘Well, Martha Graham has 
asked me to write a ballet 
for her. So I’m sort of in the 
middle of that.’ It turned out 
to be ‘Appalachian Spring,’” 
an orchestral suite that was 
one of Copland’s signature 
compositions.”

After working for Boston-
area radio stations, Mr. 
Bookspan moved to WQXR, 
the classical station serving 
New York, where he was 
program director for more 
than a decade in the 1950s 
and 1960s. But his reser-
voir of knowledge and elegant 
delivery placed him in demand 
as a broadcaster. 

Martin Bookspan was born 
in Boston on July 30, 1926. 
His father, a dry goods and 
later insurance salesman, and 
his mother, a homemaker, were 
immigrants from the Jewish 
Pale of Settlement in impe-
rial Russia.  One day during 
the Great Depression, a violin 
teacher knocked on the fami-
ly’s door in search of students. 
They had little money, but Mr. 
Bookspan’s mother, feeling 
her young son tugging on her 
apron in interest, scrounged 
up enough to pay for lessons. 
Mr. Bookspan later studied at 
a music academy in Boston 
before enrolling at Harvard.  
By that point, he once told the 
Palm Beach Post, “I realized 
I just wasn’t good enough to 
become the next generation’s 
Heifetz,” a reference to the cele-
brated violinist Jascha Heifetz. 
Mr. Bookspan found an outlet 
for his interest in classical 
music at the university radio 
station, the Harvard Crimson 
Network, where he became 
classical music director and, 
later, president. He received a 
bachelor’s degree in German 
literature in 1947.

In the 1950s, Mr. Bookspan 
was executive director of the 
New England Opera Theater 
before becoming coordinator of 
radio, television and recording 
for the BSO. He contributed 
classical music criticism to 
publications including The 
New York Times and, with 
Ross Yockey, co-authored 
biographies of the conductor 
Zubin Mehta and the cross-
over composer André Previn.

He counted conductor 
Leonard Bernstein among his 
friends, the two having met 
at a Boston-area music quiz 
in their youth. Mr. Bookspan, 
age 13, received an honor-
able mention, according to the 
Times; Bernstein, who was 
eight years older, shared first 
prize.

Mr. Bookspan lived for 
much of the year in Manhattan 
and spent summers in 
Stockbridge, where he had 
a home roughly a mile from 
the main gate of Tanglewood.  
Considered by many to be 
one of the finest classical 
music announcers of the past 
century, Bookspan was a long-
time radio host of Tanglewood 
and BSO programs, attending 
virtually every summer 
at Tanglewood from 1946 
to 2018, and interviewing 
nearly all of the legends who 
passed through. Bookspan 
first became involved with 
Tanglewood as an audience 
member. He hosted the weekly 
“This Week from Tanglewood,” 
a roundtable discussion 
series from both the stage at 
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38 MAIN  STREET 

W. STOCKBRIDGE, MA

(413) 232-4253

6 MAIN  STREET

CHATHAM, NY

(518) 392-0332

35 RAILROAD STREET
GT. BARRINGTON, MA

(413) 528-4211

www.StoneHouseProperties.com

Supporting the Arts, Culture, Environment, 
and Social Needs in the Berkshires Since 1984

Anti-Semitic Incidents in the New England Region Remained High in 2020
Annual ADL Audit tracks 109 incidents in the New England Region; 2,000+ incidents across the U.S.
BOSTON – Anti-Semitic inci-
dents remained at historically 
high levels in the New England 
Region in 2020, with a total 
of 109 incidents of assault, 
harassment, and vandalism 
reported to the Anti-Defamation 

League (ADL). While anti-Se-
mitic incidents in the region 
declined by 23 percent, inci-
dents against American Jews 
last year remain historically 
high since ADL started tracking 
such data in 1979. 

ADL’s annual Audit of 
Antisemitic Incidents, issued 
in April, recorded a total of 
1,242 incidents of harass-
ment across the United States, 
an increase of 10 percent 
from 2019. At the same time, 
reported acts of vandalism and 
assault declined by 18 percent 
and 49 percent, respectively, 
and there were no anti-Semitic 
fatalities reported in 2020. 

“Despite the decline, the 
overall number of anti-Se-
mitic incidents tracked by ADL 
remains historically high,” 
said Robert Trestan, ADL New 
England Regional Director. 
“Even against a backdrop of 
pandemic related restrictions, 
hate found a way to rear its 
ugly head in communities 
across our region moving 
from the streets to online. 
Particularly disturbing was the 
phenomenon of ‘Zoombombing’ 
targeting schools and Jewish 
institutions.” 

A total of 40 cities and 
towns in Massachusetts 
recorded at least one anti-Se-
mitic incident in 2020, some 
including racist epithets. 

Major Findings: 
In 2020, ADL recorded 

73 anti-Semitic incidents in 

Massachusetts. Despite the 36 
percent decrease from 2019, 
incidents remain historically 
high in the state. 

The majority of 2020 inci-
dents reported to ADL were 
incidents of harassment 
(38), followed by incidents of 
vandalism (35). Harassment 
and vandalism incidents 
decreased by 38 percent and 
33 percent, respectively. 

Anti-Semitic incidents 
took place in a wide variety 
of locations including places 
of business, private homes, 
public areas, Jewish institu-
tions and schools, and online. 

Massachusetts recorded 
the sixth highest number 
of incidents per state in the 
country (73), following New 
York (336), New Jersey (295), 
California (289), Florida (127), 
and Pennsylvania (101). 

How ADL is Responding 
ADL has a comprehen-

sive approach to addressing 
anti-Semitic incidents and 
behavior. This includes 
prevention efforts through 
youth education as well as 
working to enact laws that 
will improve federal, state and 
local prevention tactics and 
response to anti-Semitic hate 

crimes and all forms of hate 
violence. 

ADL provides education 
and training every day to 
students, reaching young 
people at a time when they are 
most vulnerable to bullying 
and social pressures. ADL’s 
No Place for Hate, Peer 
Leadership Training, and 
Words to Action programs 
teach understanding and 
promote inclusivity in schools 
and on campuses, respec-
tively. (Editor’s Note: ADL has 
partnered with the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires 
to provide this type of training 
in middle and high schools in 
Berkshire County.)

ADL also works with 
victims and universities 
to respond to anti-Semitic 
harassment and other 
worrying incidents on college 
campuses. ADL informs law 
enforcement of extremist 
threats and help law enforce-
ment professionals recognize 
and disrupt potential threats. 
Finally, ADL is leading the 
effort to make Holocaust and 
genocide education manda-
tory in Massachusetts schools 
following the passage of the 
Holocaust and Genocide 
Education statute in New 
Hampshire last year.

Tanglewood and the Berkshire 
Museum in Pittsfield for many 
years. Bookspan was so well 
known at the BSO’s summer 
home in Lenox that the words 
“the Voice of Classical Music” 
were inscribed on his regular 
seat in The Shed on his 85th 
birthday.

He was married for 54 
years to the former Janet 
Sobel, an opera director and 
drama coach who died in 
2008. He is survived by their 
three children: Rachel Sobel 
(Richard), David Bookspan, 
and Deborah Margol (Scott); 6 
grandchildren; 1 great- 
grandchild; and a world full of 
music. 

Funeral arrangements 
are private. Contributions 
may be made online, by mail, 
or by phone to Tanglewood 
Annual Fund Friends of 
The Boston Symphony 
Memorial Contributions, 
301 Massachusetts Avenue, 
Boston, MA 02115, (617) 
638-9267, bso.org/contribute 
or American-Israel Cultural 
Foundation, 178 Columbus 
Avenue, P.O. Box 237133, 
New York, NY 10023, (212) 
557-1600 ext. 4, https://aicf.
org/contribute/ 

Robert “Bob” J. Rhodes, 
76, great love and respect 
for the military 
PITTSFIELD – Robert “Bob” J. 
Rhodes passed away suddenly 
at home on Saturday, April 3. 

Born in Dickinson, ND on 
March 13, 1945, to Amelia A. 
and Robert M. Rhodes, Bob 
was a graduate of Pittsfield 
High School, class of 1962. 
He went on to attend Texas 
Wesleyan College in Fort 
Worth for 3 years. He enlisted 
in the US Navy and served 
as a Corpsman in the Naval 
Hospital in San Diego, CA. 

From 1970 to 1971, Bob 
served in Vietnam with the 
1st Regiment, 1st Marines 
Division as a Navy Hospital 
Corpsman. Upon return from 
active duty, he transferred to 
the Naval Reserves and was 
called back to active duty for 
5 months during Operation 
Desert Shield/Storm.

Bob completed his 
educational degree, gradu-
ating from the University of 
Massachusetts in 1974. 

Bob had a great love 
and respect for the mili-
tary and when invited to join 
the local Marine Corps he 
became known as “Doc” to 
his buddies. Bob marched 
to the beat of his own drum, 
continuing with education 
courses and working along 
the way. He had employment 
at Jiminy Peak, was a substi-
tute teacher in Pittsfield, a 
caregiver, and worked in retail 
before retiring.

Survivors include his 
sister and brother-in-law, 
MaryEllen and John Pariseau 
of Dalton; nephews, Stephen 
Wichmann of Johnson, VT, 
Christopher Wichmann of 
Pittsfield and their families; 
niece, Stephanie Pogorek and 
family of Millbury, MA. Some 
cousins who remained very 
close are Corinne Hagan of 
Simpsonsville, KY; James 
Olsen of Santa Fe, NM; and 
Emily and Edward Ptak, of 
Pittsfield.

An outdoor memorial recog-
nition of Bob’s life was held 
Sunday, June 6 at the Unity 
Terrace at Dwyer-Wellington 
Funeral Home, Pittsfield. 
Donations can be made to 
Toys For Tots, c/o Dwyer-
Wellington Funeral Home, 
220 East Street, Pittsfield, MA 
01201.
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Summer Rentals in the Heart of the 
Berkshires
Two private accommodations in stately 
home on Wendell Avenue in Pittsfield.

Short walk to Chabad and around the corner 
from Congregation Knesset Israel and Temple 
Anshe Amunim. 

1) Two (2) Bedroom Suite: 2nd floor with 
kitchenette and private full bathroom. 

2) Studio: 1st floor with kitchenette and 
private full bathroom. 

Text Louis: 732.547.4478 for rates.  
Seasonal or long-term stays preferred

Paula Kahn Almgren, Esq.
One West Street, Lenox, MA 01240

413.637.5075 ~ www.almgrenlaw.com

Heirlooms Jewelry

Wearable history in 
Roman glass & silver.

Exquisite, affordable 
jewelry from Israel.

heirloomsjewelry.com
The Mews, 36 Main St., Stockbridge, MA n 413.298.4436

Affiliate with a Congregation.
You, the congregation, and the Jewish community benefit when you do.

• YOU GET the Jewish enrichment and spiritual 
nourishment you are seeking.

• YOU GET the rabbinical support you need in 
times of joy and sorrow.

• YOU RECONNECT with your community and 
your Jewish roots.

• YOU CAN PARTICIPATE in a variety of ser-
vices, classes, and programs that keep Judaism 
alive and flourishing in Berkshire County.

• THE CONGREGATION IS THE INSTITUTION 
that has sustained the Jewish people for two  
millenia throughout the world. Orthodox,  
Conservative, Reconstructionist, or Reform, the  
Jewish community wins when you join the  
congregation of your choice.

The Jewish Federation of the Berkshires  
encourages you to affiliate.

Mr. Jones

Michael Tilson Thomas

Tango Shalom

Celebrating 35 Years of the Berkshire Jewish Film Festival
Virtual screenings and Zoom talkbacks over 7 weeks this summer

This year, the Berkshire Jewish 
Film Festival marks its 35th season. 

Over these past 35 years, the BJFF 
has shown hundreds of films to thou-
sands of people. Last year, with the 
pandemic forcing organizers to close 
the theater doors, the BJFF was able to 
continue as a virtual festival showing 
films online and engaging the audience 
members with Zoom talkbacks. 

This year, the festival returns with 
a full seven weeks of programming 
– including the five short films being 
shown on August 9, eighteen films in 

total will be shown. Films range from 
political documentaries, biographies, 
comedies, heartfelt family stories, and 
animation. 

About the BJFF
The brainchild of Dr. Zev Raviv, the 

festival was led by Margie Metzger for 
30 years. 

For the first 20 years, the films 
were shown on a 16mm projector at 
Knesset Israel in either the sanctuary 
or the social hall. At the very begin-
ning, a crowd of 25 was considered a 

July 5
4 p.m. A Crime on the Bayou – Documentary. A Black man 
bravely challenges the most powerful white supremacist in 1960s 
Louisiana with the help of a young Jewish attorney. 
8 p.m. Mr. Jones – Narrative. Welsh journalist Gareth Jones risks 
his life to expose the truth about the devastating famine in the 
Soviet Union in the early 1930s.

July 12
4 p.m. Schocken: On the Edge of Consensus – Documentary. Salman 
Schocken, the “king of department stores” in Germany before 
World War II, possessed a unique collection of 60,000 rare books, 
founded a modern, Jewish publishing house, and later owned 
the Haaretz newspaper.
8 p.m. Michael Tilson Thomas: Where Now Is –  
Documentary. Born into 
a creative Jewish family, 
Michael Tilson Thomas is 
the third generation of his 
family to pursue an artistic 
career and has spent his 
life stretching the bound-
aries of classical music.

July 19
4 p.m. Soros – Documen-
tary. Demystifying the 
controversial financier 
who dares to tackle global 
problems, illuminating the 
life of one of the world’s richest philanthropists.
8 p.m. Shalom Taiwan – Narrative. This uplifting dramatic come-
dy follows the misadventures of Rabbi Aaron as he tries to raise 
funds to repay a loan by embarking on a transformative journey 
to Taiwan.

success. Amy Abramovich helped run 
the concession where people could buy 
ice cream and other goodies. Because 
it was (and still is) a fundraiser for the 
Knesset Israel Hebrew School, it was 
important to involve the students, and 
each year a contest was held to design 
the program cover.  

The tide turned in 2000 with the 
screening of the documentary, The 
Life and Times of Hank Greenberg. 
There was standing room only and it 
was then that public perception of the 
film festival changed. And the rest is 
history!

All of the information about tickets, 
season passes, and Zoom talkbacks 
can be found on the festival website 
berkshirejewishfilmfestival.org.

BJFF would not be possible without 
the generous support of:

• The Wolfson Family Foundation
• John Bergman Charitable Trust
• MountainOne
• Spitz-Tuchman Charitable Trust
• Greylock Federal Credit Union
• Berkshire Bank
• The Harold Grinspoon Foundation

July 26 
4 p.m. Magic Men – Narrative. 
An estranged Israeli magician 
and his son make a sentimen-
tal journey through Greece to 
reclaim the past in this cine-
matic gem.
8 p.m. ‘Til Kingdom Come – 
Documentary. A rare look at 
the unlikely alliance between 
America’s Evangelical Chris-
tians and the State of Israel, 
revealing the power and peril 
of wielding prophecy as a po-
litical tool.

August 2
4 p.m. The Invisible Line: America’s Nazi Experiment – Documentary. 
A teacher seeking to explain how Hitler brainwashed the Germans, 
H.S. students were subjected to a Nazi-like code of conduct. The 
5-day experiment spiraled out of control, attracting students to the 
rising fascist movement. 
8 p.m. Tango Shalom – Narrative. Moshe Yehuda, a Hasidic Rabbi 
and amateur Hora dancer, played by Jos Laniado, enters a televised 
Tango competition to save his Yeshiva from bankruptcy. 

August 9
4 p.m. – 5 Short films. Cinema Rex, Mum’s Hairpins, Eddy’s World, Emp-
ty Spaces, and A Father’s Kaddish

8 p.m. 200 Meters – Narrative. A 200-meter distance becomes a 200- 
kilometer odyssey as a  
Palestinian father embarks 
on a perilous journey to 
reach his hospitalized son 
in this tense yet tender 
family drama about the 
human toll of oppression.

August 16
4 p.m. Comrade Dov –  
Documentary. A 
thought-provoking portrait 

of a unique politician who refuses to give up even as reality deals him one blow 
after another. 
8 p.m. Winter Journey – Narrative non-fiction. Centering on a father and his son’s 
search for the truth about his parents’ experiences during Hitler’s ascent, George 
Goldsmith (Bruno Ganz) recalls the events leading to his and his wife’s 1941 es-
cape from Germany. 
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YIDSTOCK 2021 Brings Some of Klezmer’s Biggest Stars to the  
Virtual Stage
A 75-minute program featuring songs of social justice

AMHERST – The Yiddish Book 
Center’s annual YIDSTOCK: 
The Festival of New Yiddish 
Music will be presented as 
a pre-recorded, 75-minute 
program featuring a dozen 
musicians from around the 
world —including  Frank 
London, Polina Shepherd, 
and Sveta Kundish (all 
featured in the May/June 
Berkshire Jewish Voice) — 
performing Yiddish songs of 
social justice. The program will 
stream virtually on Sunday, 
July 11, at 4 p.m.

YIDSTOCK musicians will 
be performing a broad and 
eclectic repertoire of social 
justice songs recorded exclu-
sively for YIDSTOCK and 
drawn from Yiddish music 
and literature. These include 
labor anthems, protest songs, 
humanitarian odes, songs of 
struggle, and songs based in 
Yiddish poetry. The program’s 
theme of social justice is 
drawn from the Yiddish Book 
Center’s Decade of Discovery, 
a ten-year programming 
initiative, which in 2021 is 
themed to “Yiddish and Social 
Justice.”

Other artists taking part 
include Eleanor Reissa, Lorin 
Sklamberg, Cilla Owens, 
Sarah Myerson and Ilya 

Shneyveys, Niki Jacobs from 
the Netherlands, Polina 
and Merlin Shepherd from 
Brighton, UK, Sarah Gordon 
and Michael Winograd from 
Brooklyn, Tatiana Wechsler, 
Éléonore Weill and Zoë Aqua, 
and Patrick Farrell.

The pre-recorded program 
will be emceed by YIDSTOCK 
artistic director Seth Rogovoy. 
“Moving this year’s event to 
online provides us the oppor-
tunity to present musical 
artists from around the world,” 
says Rogovoy. “It allows us to 
include a number of artists 
who haven’t performed at 
YIDSTOCK previously—
fully half of the artists will 
be making their YIDSTOCK 
debuts.”

For more information about 
the artists and to reserve a 
ticket, please visit yiddish-
bookcenter.org/yidstock.

In addition to the pre-re-
corded program on July 11, 
the Yiddish Book Center 
will be presenting a series of 
virtual public programs in 
July on the theme of Yiddish 
and social justice, including 
a talk about Yiddish music of 
the Holocaust and one about 
Jewish protest singers of the 
1960s, as well as a conversa-
tion with several YIDSTOCK 

Yevgeny Kutik Performs Beethoven’s Violin 
Concerto in Debut as Soloist with the  
Boston Civic Symphony
BOSTON – On Sunday, 
June 13 at 3 p.m. Russian-
American violinist Yevgeny 
Kutik, known for his “dark-
hued tone and razor-sharp 
technique” (The New York 
Times), makes his debut 
as soloist with the Boston 
Civic Symphony, performing 
Beethoven’s Violin Concerto. 

Led by Music Director 
Francisco Noya, the program 
will be free to watch, broad-
cast live from the First Church 
in Cambridge. The program 
also includes Respighi’s “The 
Birds” and Walker’s “Lyric for 
Strings.”

 “Beethoven’s Violin 
Concerto is perhaps the best-
known violin concerto in the 
entire repertoire. Interestingly, 

the premiere of this work 
in 1806 was not successful 
(possibly because the violinist 
was forced to sight-read the 
piece during the performance), 
so it lay un-played for nearly 
40 years,” says Kutik, who 
grew up in Pittsfield after our 
Jewish community helped 
resettle his family from the 
former Soviet Union. “It is a 
wonderful privilege and honor 
to be able to perform and 
study this great work – and 
to build upon the legendary 
performance tradition of this 
piece.”

Catch the performance at: 
bostoncivicsymphony.org/
live-stream-performance-sun-
day-june-13-2021/

performers. Check the Yiddish 
Book Center events 
calendar for details and regis-
tration for these events coming 
soon.

Reopening News
The Yiddish Book Center 

has announced it will begin 
its phased reopening on 

Thursday, June 24. The 
Center will be open to the 
public on Thursdays, Fridays, 
Sundays, and Mondays from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
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The rooftop party that inspired The Monastir Project

CULTURE AND ARTS

Sarah Aroeste’s New Album Evokes the Lost Jewish World of Monastir
Produced during the global pandemic, this 10-song recording brings together musicians from the US,  
Israel, and Macedonia
By Albert Stern / BJV Editor

Only in America – someone 
who is both a “national 
treasure” in the Republic of 
Macedonia and the South 
County community coordinator 
for PJ Library of Berkshire 
County.

It’s an improbable feat, yet 
one that Berkshires' Sarah 
Aroeste – recording artist, 
children’s book author, and 
ambassador for all things 

Ladino – has accomplished. 
This summer, her star status 
in the central Balkan nation 
seems destined to grow with 
the release of her new CD, 
Monastir, a sonically lush and 

visually compelling labor of 
love that celebrates the city 
where her ancestors lived for 
centuries before the family left 
for the United States in the 
early 1900s. 

The history of Macedonia’s 
Sephardic Jewish commu-
nity – its first arrivals coming 
after the expulsion of the Jews 
from Spain – is rich, romantic, 
and ultimately tragic, with 

nearly all its members wiped 
out during the Holocaust. 
(Approximately 250 Jews live 
in Macedonia today.) Almost 
single-handedly, Aroeste 
reawakened the nation’s 

memories of its lost Jewish 
population with a 2017 perfor-
mance in Bitola, which was 
called Monastir when it was 
part of the Ottoman Empire.

As Aroeste shared in an 
article she wrote for the BJV 
in 2018, she was overwhelmed 
by the way her standing-room-
only concert at the Bitola 
Cultural Center was organized 
by non-Jewish Macedonian 
enthusiasts of her music and 
heritage. “To say that I received 
a homecoming welcome would 
be an understatement,” she 
wrote. “I had never felt as 
appreciated as I did when I was 
in Macedonia. The people there 
are in love with their Jewish 
history. Not because they 
hold a collective guilt for past 
wrongs, but because they miss 
Jewish life and believe it added 
so much to their history. They 
want it to return.”

As exhilarating as that first 
Macedonian reception was for 
Aroeste, she says she wanted 
to make sure the experience 
“wasn’t just a fluke.” Soon after 
returning to the Berkshires, 
she connected with Joshua 
Bloom, husband of Hevreh of 
Southern Berkshire’s Rabbi 
Jodie Gordon (and Federation 
vice president), who had 
done human rights work in 
Macedonia from 2001-2004 
and was slated to return as 
an international monitor of 

the country’s upcoming elec-
tions. Inspired by their shared 
enthusiasm for the Balkan 
nation, Aroeste and Bloom 
organized a tour that brought 
20 Americans to Macedonia.

That visit was capped by 
another standing-room-only 
concert by the singer in Bitola, 
which was attended by the 
ambassador to Israel and 
local dignitaries. The turning 
point in how Aroeste saw the 
potential for a larger project 
came at a rooftop afterparty 
at a local club. “We had a 
celebration on the roof of this 
joint in the center of town, 
and a lot of people came out 
afterward,” she remembers. 
“I caught it in a photograph 
(shown at left) where you 
could see a whole bunch of 
musicians and people dancing 
together. In this one shot, you 
see Macedonians, Israelis, 
Albanians, and myself – you 
know, the American. There 
were Jews, Christians, and 
Muslims all in this one snap-
shot –  I looked at that photo 
afterwards, and I thought, 
oh my gosh, I need to do 
something to harness this 
cooperative feeling that we all 
have. And the best way I can 
do that is with music.”

Aroeste also carried a 
heartfelt personal motivation 
for The Monastir Project – to 
honor her cousin Rachel, who 
is 103 years old and her last 

AROESTE, 
continued on page 23

surviving relative born in the 
city (and who is among the 
2 percent of the Jews who 
survived World War II). “She 
is an absolute miracle,” says 
Aroeste. “And before she dies, 
quite honestly, I want to leave 
my mark for her and dozens 
of Monastirli [Jews], so they 
can have something physical 
that they can listen to or hold 
in their hands for posterity 
so that they know that the 
memory of this community 
lives on.”

Aroeste says she wanted 
the packaging of the Monastir 
album to have a tactile quality 
that conveyed something of 
the way she inherited her 
family’s experiences.  “In the 
song I wrote (“Mi Monastir”), I 
used very, very specific memo-
ries from my grandfather and 
from my cousin Rachel – the 
textures of their stories and 
the smells of the foods they 
cooked, and the descriptions 
they used to give me. I knew 
that I didn’t want this to just 
be a ‘functional musical expe-
rience.’ Sadly, most people 
don’t even bother with liner 
notes anymore because every-
body downloads their music. 
For me, the liner notes are so 
critical to understanding more 
intellectual, esoteric albums, 
especially ones that are not 
in English, and I put so much 
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Israeli-American graphic designer Amos Funk created the lyrics pages for Monastir
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SculptureNow 2021 will be on view through the autumn at The 
Mount in Lenox. Here, next to his contribution, “Joy,” is Harold 
Grinspoon, who has exhibited his work at SculptureNow in the 
past. On Sunday, June 20, meet the artists at a free event from 
2 to 5 p.m. For more information, visit sculpturenow.org.

SculptureNow 2021 at  
The Mount

Sarah Aroeste

CULTURE & ARTS

effort and pride into the 
research and the storytelling 
behind the songs.” 

She worked with Israeli-
American graphic designer 
Amos Funk who “understood 
the vibe. I knew I wanted 
to use old postcards as my 
backdrop, and he had the 
idea of using fonts that would 
be like a handwritten note. I 
wanted to punctuate it with 
real images of Monastir and 
of my family and of different 
memories.” 

I found that the most enjoy-
able way to listen to Monastir 
is first to read Aroeste’s excel-
lent introduction and then 
keep the visuals in front of you 
– each track has its own page 
that captures something of the 
spirit of the song. The transla-
tions and the transliterations 
of the Ladino, Macedonian, 
and Hebrew lyrics take you 
deeper inside the song, and 
the visuals in particular, 
have the effect of drawing 
you deeper into the musical 
sound while connecting you 

with the people and places 
shown in the photographs. 
One can imagine the people 
in them responding to the 
same melodies – the images 
of the city and its surround-
ings let you peer into their 
world. Particularly moving 
is the image of the family 
mezuzah on the lyric page to 
“Mi Monastir” – as the family 
of Aroeste’s cousin Rachel 
was taken away in 1943, 
a neighbor removed that 
mezuzah hoping to someday 
return it. Years later, as 
Aroeste describes in her essay, 
it was given back to Rachel.

Creating a song list that 
would fulfill her vision for The 
Monastir Project was another 
challenge, and Aroeste drew 
on the connections she made 
with musicologists, preser-
vationists, musicians, and 
archivists around the world in 
the years she has worked as a 
singer and student of Ladino 
music and Judeo-Spanish 
culture.

“I knew that I want to 
have a very balanced experi-
ence,” says Aroeste. “About 

half of it would be recorded 
in Macedonia and half of it 
would be recorded in Israel. I 
wanted half of the music to be 
from the Macedonian side and 
half of the music to be from 
the Judeo-Spanish side. That 
was the challenge – culling the 
music from different sources 
to find that unique balance, 
because I didn’t want it just 
to be from the Jewish point of 
view, I wanted it to be a snap-
shot in time.”

The global pandemic 
disrupted her plan for the 
recording, however. In March 
2020, Aroeste and her 
Israeli producer/arranger, 
Shai Bachar, had arrived 
in Macedonia to work with 
Balkan singers and musicians, 
unaware that the US borders 
were soon to be closed.

“We knew the danger, but it 
hadn’t exploded until probably 
five days later,” she says. “I 
was one of those people who 
was caught in Europe when 
Trump closed the borders. 
So my poor husband (Jeff 

Blaugrund) was frantic trying 
to get me home, but I told 
him loud and clear, of any 
country in the world I would 
feel safe being stuck in, it was 
Macedonia because I have 
so many friends and I feel 
so much protection from the 
government there. I’m like – 
and I say this without ego – a 
national treasure. They would 
never let something happen 
to their Jewish Sephardic 
daughter.” 

Aroeste and Bachar 
scrambled to finish their 
recordings in Bitola and the 
capitol, Skopje, in a four-day 
period. The musicians and 
singers were prepared, 
having received charts and 
“scratches” (stripped-down 
studio versions of the arrange-
ments and backing rhythm). 
Aroeste and Bachar recorded 
some of the most special 
songs on the record: “En frente 
me tengo,” its Ladino lyrics 
sung by 18-year-old Jewish 
opera star Helena Susha, and 
“Estreja Mara,” an anthem in 
Macedonian for schoolchildren 
honoring a 21-year-old Jewish 

resistance fighter who died 
fighting the Bulgarian army in 
1944. A choir of kindergarten 
students perform the version 
captured on Monastir, which 
includes an introduction 
by cousin Rachel, who was 
recorded reciting a Sephardic 
finger game to one of Aroeste’s 
daughters.

Aroeste and Bachar then 
returned home, she to the 
Berkshires and he to Israel. 
It soon became apparent that 
the recording sessions lined 
up in Israel would not happen, 
and so Aroeste had to adapt. 
Like many other musicians, 
she built a soundproofed home 
recording studio in order to 
keep working. 

The pandemic had a dire 
effect worldwide on the liveli-
hoods of musicians who could 
not record together or perform 
live – and Israel was one of the 
first countries to completely 
shut down. “For months and 
months before anybody else, 
[Israeli musicians] were just 
sitting at home with nothing 

to,” says Aroeste, confessing 
somewhat guiltily that, “I 
have to say it was really 
helpful. Because so many 
musicians were bored out 
of their minds and they just 
wanted to do things, we were 
able to get musicians, quite 
frankly, we would never have 
been able to get in any other 
circumstances.”

Well-connected in Israel’s 
music scene, producer Shai 
Bachar was able to round 
up a formidable roster of 
Israeli talent, including iconic 
vocalist Yoav Gaon, who sings 
the traditional Ladino “Jo La 
Keria,” a lament for a departed 
lover that echoes the loss of 
Monastir’s Jewish commu-
nity. Aroeste says that as 
awareness of The Monastir 
Project spread among Israeli 
performers, many wanted 
to be a part of the recording 
because of their connec-
tions to the history. In the 
end, the music and vocals 
were recorded in five coun-
tries by 32 performers – and 
were put together by Aroeste 
and Bachar largely in the 

AROESTE, continued from page 22

Berkshires.
Bachar, who has dual 

US and Israeli citizenship, 
arrived in August 2020 
to finish the album at 
Aroeste’s home studio. 
When I asked Aroeste what 
it was like recording her 
vocals – very emotional, 
very dramatic – without a 
backing band from which 
she could draw energy, she 
answered: “It really was 
a challenge. I didn’t feel 
comfortable doing it just 
by myself. It was a very 
disjointed way of doing 
things, so I really put my 
trust in Shai. He would record 
all of the percussion of some 
of the songs first, and then 
he would go to the bass, and 
then he would fill it in with 
woodwinds. So each song was 
constructed from the ground 
up because we had to do it in 
such a piecemeal way. And 
it doesn’t have that same live 
recording vibe but it also gave 
us the chance at every step 
to really take a step back and 
say, ‘Is this the right feeling 
of this song? Is this how we 
want to move it forward?‘ And 
we could not have done that if 
we were in a live studio. So it 
did have some benefits in that 
we could really take each song 
step-by-step.”

Aroeste adds that working 
that way helped her achieve 
her goals for the album, and 

what will continue as The 
Monastir Project. “The inter-
national cooperation part of 
it was central. That is what 
gives me such meaning about 
the project, that we had so 
many hands be a part of it – 
Jews, Christians, Muslims, 
Macedonians, Israelis. That 
was the point of the project. 

“It wasn’t just musical 
homage, it was meant to 
be the opening of cultural 
dialogue to help preserve the 
stories of Jewish Monastir. 
And I think working piece-
meal in some ways helped 
that, giving that much more 
meaning to the dialogue part 
of it.” 

Monastir can be purchased 
at saraharoeste.com/store
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“The philosopher examining nature” – an 
illustration appearing  in an alchemical text 
from 1749

TH
E

 S
ID

N
E

Y
 E

D
E

LS
TE

IN
 C

O
LL

E
C

TI
O

N
 A

T 
TH

E
 

N
AT

IO
N

A
L 

LI
B

R
A

R
Y

 O
F 

IS
R

A
E

L

The hexagram in Islam 
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The Hindu goddess Lakshmi

CULTURE & ARTS

The Story of the Star of David
The six-pointed star represents peace and harmony in Buddhism, while alchemists believed it symbolized 
nature – how did the Star of David acquire its significance in Judaism?
By Sharon Cohen / National Library of Israel

“Something of man’s secret enters into his symbols.”     — Gershom Scholem

The Star of David originated long before it was adopted by the Jewish faith 
and the Zionist movement; it 
appeared thousands of years 
ago in the cultures of the East, 
cultures that use it to this day. In 
the past, what we know today as 
the Star of David was a popular 
symbol in pagan traditions, as 
well as a decorative device used 
in first-century churches and 
even in Muslim culture.

But how is the Star of David 
tied to the fate of the Jewish 
people?

In the Hebrew context, the 
Star of David is actually referred 
to as the “Shield of David” (magen 

David), a phrase first mentioned in the Babylonian Talmud, not as a symbol, 
but as an epithet for God [Pesachim 
117b]. Another link to the shield concept 
is a Jewish legend according to which 
the emblem decorated the shields of 
King David’s army; what’s more, even 
Rabbi Akiva chose the Star of David 
as the symbol of Bar-Kochba’s revolt 
against the Roman emperor Hadrian 
(Bar-Kochba’s name means “son of the 
star”).

The Star of David only became a 
distinctly Jewish symbol in the mid-14th 
century, when the Holy Roman Emperor 
Charles IV granted the Jews of Prague 
the right to carry a flag, and they chose 
the six-pointed star. From Prague, the 
use of the Star of David as an official 
Jewish symbol spread, and so began the 
movement to find Jewish sources that 
traced the symbol to the House of David.

On the other hand, the renowned 

Kabbalah scholar Gershom Scholem claimed that the Star of David does not 
originate in any way in Judaism. Though he noted the symbol was identified on a 
Jewish seal from the seventh century BCE found in Sidon, as well as in 3rd–4th 
century CE synagogue decorations, the star was found alongside other symbols 
that were known to not be of Jewish origin.

So where can we find representations of the hexagram (a six-pointed star) in 
other cultures?

The hexagram has been used in India for thousands of years, and can be 
found on ancient temples and in daily use; in Buddhism it is used as a medita-
tion aid to achieve a sense of peace and harmony, and in Hinduism it is a symbol 
of the goddess Lakshmi—the goddess of fortune and material abundance.

Hexagrams abound in alchemy, the theory and study of materials from which 
the modern science of chemistry evolved. Magical symbols were commonplace in 
this ancient theory, and alchemists recruited the six-pointed star to their graphic 
language of signs and symbols: an upright triangle symbolized water, an inverted 
triangle symbolized fire, and together they described the harmony between the 
opposing elements. In alchemical literature, the hexagram also represents the 

“four elements”—the theory that all matter in the world is made up of the four 
elements: air, water, earth and fire—effectively, everything that exists. One could 
say that the star is the ultimate alchemical symbol.

Alchemy borrowed the idea from the classical Greek tradition that masculinity 
symbolizes wisdom, while femininity symbolizes nature; man is philosophy and 
woman is the physical world. The illustration below, which appears in an 18th 
century alchemical text, shows a man holding a lantern as he follows a woman 
holding a hexagram –  wisdom being the key that reveals the secrets of existence.

In Islam, the hexagram 
is referred to as the “Seal of 
Solomon,” and it adorns many 
mosques around the world. 
Until 1945, the emblem was 
also found on the Moroccan 
flag. It was changed to the five-
pointed star (pentagram), when 
the six-pointed star became the 
emblem of the Zionist move-
ment. The use of this symbol 
has diminished throughout 
the Islamic world for the same 
reason. The hexagram can also 
be found in medieval and early 
modern churches—although 
not as a Christian symbol, but 
as a decorative motif.

Despite its use in other 
cultures, the Star of David 
is emblazoned on the Israeli 
flag, and thus it is considered 
the undisputed symbol of the 
State of Israel, regardless of 
its origin. A symbol’s power, 
after all, is in the meaning we 
give to it.

Sharon Cohen is the 
director of the National Library 
of Israel’s social media 
communities. This article origi-
nally appeared on the National 
Library of Israel’s blog, a trove 
of fascinating stories about 
Judaism, the Land of Israel, 
the Diaspora, and the Middle 
East – visit the website at:  
https://blog.nli.org.il/en/. 
You can also follow the NLI on Twitter and Facebook. This story is reprinted with 
permission – all images appear courtesy of the NLI.

[Author’s Note: Sources for this article are courtesy of Chaya Meier Herr, director of 
the Edelstein Collection for the History of Science, and Dr. Zvi Leshem, director of 
the Gershom Scholem Collection at the National Library of Israel]
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