
Maimonides Society Meeting 
Professor Alfred Ivry to talk about  
Maimonides the physician
LENOX – On Sunday, August 20 at 
10 a.m., the Maimonides Society of the 
Berkshires, organized under the aus-
pices of the Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires, will hold its fourth annual 
meeting, this year at the Lenox Com-
munity Center at 65 Walker Street. 

The featured speaker will be Alfred 
Ivry, Professor Emeritus of Jewish and 
Islamic philosophy at NYU and author 
of Maimonides Guide of the Perplexed: 
A Philosophical Guide (2016), whose 
topic will be “Maimonides as Physician 
of the Body and the Soul.”

All health care professionals work-
ing in or visiting the Berkshires are 
invited to this networking event – no 
funds will be solicited, and a bagels 
and lox breakfast will be served. 

Challenges for the Marginalized in 
Israel
Tova Hartman on Social Action at the August 11 
Knosh & Knowledge
GREAT BARRINGTON – On Friday,  
August 11, Knosh & Knowledge hosts 
Professor Tova Hartman, a scholar, 
author, and social entrepreneur. She 
currently serves as the Dean of Human-
ities at Ono Academic College, a model of 
multicultural graduate and undergradu-
ate programming and education-based 
social reform, as well as the fastest 
growing institute of higher education in 
Israel. 

This Jewish Federation of the Berk-
shires program will take place at Hevreh 
of Southern Berkshire at 10:45 a.m., 
and will be followed by lunch.

The topic will be “A Shared Society: 
Challenges and Opportunities of Multi-
culturalism in Israel.” To preview some 
of the themes of her talk, Professor 
Hartman kindly shared the following 
op-ed with the BJV.

By Tova Hartman / Special to the BJV

On July 4, a day that has become 
almost universally synonymous with 
independence, I had the great honor of 
conferring bachelor’s degrees in educa-
tion upon a sea of eager undergradu-
ates at Ono Academic College. Among 
them were 100 female Arab students 
who had taken specialized courses that 
would allow them to develop inclusive 
educational programming and assist 
youth at risk across the country. Hard 
fought, this academic certification 
provided these exceptional women 
with life-altering opportunities and 
empowered them to write new chapters 
in their lives and improve the lives of 
countless others. 

Like many of our students, these 
Arab women had faced a long road 
before finding their way into our class-
rooms, a gauntlet of cultural, social, 
and political challenges. Lucky for us 
(all of us), they never gave up hope and 
found the strength to overcome every 
obstacle. As they graced the stage, 
triumphantly accepting their diplomas 
one by one, many with children in tow, 
I reveled in the knowledge that our  
society and educational system was 
now so much richer.

One hundred new, dynamic educa-
tors. One hundred erudite and produc-
tive members of society. A stunning 
victory for diversity in the classroom 
and beyond.

But while stories like these buoy 
the spirit and reaffirm our faith in the 
possibility of a harmonious multicultur-
al society, the reality is that the average 
Israeli university is far from diverse and 
our higher education system is less 
than accessible to under-represented 
populations.
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MAIMONIDES SOCIETY,  
continued on page 5

Couvert is $10. For additional informa-
tion and to RSVP for the Maimonides 
Society Meeting, please contact Margo 
Golos at mgolos@jewishberkshires.org 
or (413) 442-4360, ext. 19.

Chairperson Dr. Stuart Masters 
says: “We are a fellowship of Jewish 
physicians, dentists, chiropractors, 
nurses and many other health care 
professionals who seek to strengthen 
the bonds amongst ourselves, the local 
and overseas Jewish community, and 
Israel. We are committed to the highest 
ideals of the healthcare profession. We 
serve as resources to the general and 
Jewish community, wherever leader-
ship might be needed, whether in areas 

Thanks Again for Your Support!
Hundreds turn out for annual meeting and 
major donors event

Thank you to everyone who attended two of the Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires’ most important annual events, both in Lenox – our 
annual meeting at the Seven Hills Inn and the Major Donors Breakfast 
at Cranwell Resort, Spa, & Golf Club. Hundreds of enthusiastic sup-
porters packed both venues, showing support for our work building 
and sustaining Jewish community in this beautiful part of the world. 

For more on both events, please see pages 12-13.

7/31-9/2 Av / Elul 5777

Tova Hartman

Passage to Israel
A visual documentary into the untold stories of Israel 

Passage to Israel is a 2016 book of images of Israel that depict the country’s 
diverse nature, culture, sites, and individuals taken by more than 35 photographers 
(including Itamar Grinberg, whose photo of a flock of pelicans appears above). An 
exhibit of images from the book was on view this July in Jerusalem, and will tour 
cities across the world, including Toronto and Montreal, Melbourne and Sydney, 
and London, Berlin, and Barcelona. Please see page 24 for a selection of images 
and visit www.passagetoisrael.org – the photos are spectacular.

Attendees arrived at the Seven 
Hills Inn on a beautiful evening 
for Federation’s annual meeting 
(left), while at our Major Donors 
Breakfast, co-chairs Marilyn and 
Elihu Katzman (above) shared a 
message of resilience.
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Our vulnerability may not be that 
there are some for whom hatred 
of Jews is a chronic malignancy,  

it is that we have not done 
enough to educate Jews and  
non-Jews about who we are  

and what we stand for

Paid advertisements do not necessarily represent the opinions of 
the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires or its members.

Scholar Reflection
Believe It or Not, Good News
But educating and engaging Jewish students about Israel and Judaism is essential
By Leonard Saxe

Thank you volunteers Ellen Rosenblatt and the BJV delivery team, 
Michael Albert, Jeff Kramer, Roman Rozenblyum, and Ron Turbin 

BJV Readers Gallery

Editor’s Note: On June 14, the annual meeting of the Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires featured as keynote speaker Leonard Saxe, Klutznick Professor of Con-
temporary Jewish Studies and Social Policy Director, Steinhardt Social Research 
Institute and Cohen Center for Modern Jewish Studies at Brandeis University. Dr. 
Saxe’s talk punctured many prevailing preconceptions about anti-Israel sentiments 
and activity on college campuses, and illuminated the attitudes that young Jewish 
students actually hold about Israel and their own ethnic identities. Dr. Saxe, who 
is a member of the Berkshire Minyan in Great Barrington, has kindly permitted the 
BJV to share the text of his surprising, overarchingly optimistic address with our 
readers. For a recap of the Federation’s annual meeting, please see page 12.

I am dedicating my talk tonight to a woman I knew as Elsbeth (Ebs)  
Weilheimer, z’l. Born Elsbeth Midas in 1916, she grew up outside Nuremberg, 

Germany. As a newlywed 
in 1938, with a premoni-
tion of the dark cloud that 
was about to burst over 
German Jewry, she and 
her husband made their 
way to Amsterdam. But, 
by June 1942, the Nazi 
stain enveloped Holland 
and their sanctuary was 
no more. The young couple 
escaped to a small Dutch 
town, Amerongen. They 
remained in hiding for 14 
months, until an informer 

led the Gestapo to their door. As Ebs described it, she was in the kitchen cooking 
potatoes, when “through every door came a loaded revolver.” She was beaten and, 
with her husband, arrested.

Over the next month, starved and humiliated, she was transported from prison 
to prison to transit camp, arriving by cattle car at Auschwitz in late August, 1943. 
There, she was “selected” – an ordinary word but in the context of the Shoah is so 
disgusting – to be an experimental subject for the diabolical Mengele. The enorm-
ity of what she endured is beyond words. She was the victim of a sterilization pro-
cedure by butchers who, aside from the permanent assault on her body, left her 
riddled with infections. Yet, as horrific as what she experienced, the suffering she 
witnessed was even more terrible. Babies thrown into fires, adults dismembered, 
men hanged and shot, others starved to death.

On a rainy bone-chilling February day earlier this year, I visited Auschwitz, 
where I lingered at Block 10 where Ebs and her fellow victims were tortured. I had 
been there before and will no doubt return. I feel an obligation to bear witness. 
But throughout the 25 years that I knew her, Ebs never wanted to talk about her 
experience. Two weeks before she passed away in 1996, I asked her if she wanted 
to record a message for the Spielberg archive. Without hesitation, she said “no,” 
every minute of her persecution was too painful and she wasn’t going to waste a 
minute of life to relive it. What she didn’t say, but I knew, is that her legacy was 
the life she led, not her experience of Nazi inhumanity.

I share Ebs Weilheimer’s story to frame my discussion of present-day antisem-
itism, particularly the situation on college campuses. I do so, in part, to establish 
my “creds.” No one should think that I lack concern about threats to Jews to live 
free of hatred and intimidation, nor that I minimize the power of words. Indeed, 
one root of the Nazi war against the Jews was a language of hate. I also want to 
make clear that I take a back seat to no one in my support for Medinat Yisrael 
and the right of Jews to have a sovereign home.

At the same time, I believe that current concern about a wave of antisemitic 

and anti-Israel incidents on campuses – that college campuses have become a 
“hotbed” for anti-Jewish hatred – is exaggerated. Virulent antisemitism exists, 
but our focus on these incidents is distracting the Jewish community from a set 
of urgent tasks. For those of us with a masochistic streak who allow our phones 
to accept push notifications of the latest Jewish news, it is hard to avoid hearing 
about the latest incident on campus: An apartheid wall, a disrupted Jewish or 
Israeli speaker, a swastika, or a nasty hate-filled student government debate.

But how significant are these threats? Are we on the precipice of a new epoch 
of anti-Jewishness that has the potential to mutate into viral antisemitism?  
Pundits tell us that we are living in a post-truth era; if so, my mission is to con-
fuse you with a few facts. 

My colleagues and I have conducted a series of national studies of Jewish 
students, with samples drawn from the 40,000 college students and recent 
graduates who apply each year to travel on Birthright Israel. The database, 
which now includes more than 600,000 Jewish young adults, is generally rep-
resentative of young American Jews. In the studies I draw upon, most of our 
respondents have not been to Israel at the time we interview them. We have 
also been doing studies of non-Jewish students at individual campuses. In each 
case, we try to assess the campus climate of tolerance/ intolerance, perceptions 
of religious and ethnic groups, and try to understand what issues are most im-
portant or most contentious.

In our most recent national study of Jewish students, we found that overt 
hostility to Jews was relatively rare. Thus, only about 15% of Jewish students felt 
that their campus was in any way “hostile” to Jews – only 1% “strongly agreed” 
that this was the case. More importantly, there was considerable variance. There 
are a handful of campuses where significant numbers of students perceive a hos-
tile environment. You will not be surprised at the list – they are mostly large state 
institutions in California, Illinois and New York – but at most campuses, very few 
Jewish students feel hostility.

Overt hostility – antisemitism – however, is only part of the story. Many more 
students, around 40%, perceive that their campus environment is hostile to Israel. 
Most of the hostility toward Israel comes from fellow students, although some can 
be traced to faculty. Again, there is considerable variation. On many campuses, 
criticism of Israel is “in the air,” but Jewish students do not necessarily perceive 

About Harold Grinspoon’s sculpting, his website conveys: “In his creative work, he 
seeks to give new meaning to objects that have aged out of their original purpose, 
invoking in viewers both nostalgia for the familiar and an appreciation of new forms 
of beauty. In his rotating wood sculptures he explores humanity’s relationship to the 
eternal and transformative nature of trees.”
 Here, Mr. Grinspoon stands with his wife, Diane Troderman, in front of “The 
Beauty of Nature,” part of Nexus, the group sculpture exhibit on view through the 
end of October at The Mount in Lenox. Materials were harvested from a cherry tree 
on his property after it died. 

LEONARD SAXE, continued on page 14
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The color photography in this issue of the Berkshire Jewish 
Voice is made possible through the generosity of Rob  
Bildner and Elisa Spungen-Bildner, honorary publishers. 
The staff of the Federation and the BJV are deeply grateful.
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As with any other endeavor, when putting 
out a publication, an important marker of 
success is when people you are accustomed to 
chasing after suddenly start coming to you.

If you’re selling a product or service, success 
is when people start buying. If you operate a 
philanthropic enterprise like the Federation, 
success is when people give and keep giving 
both of themselves as volunteers and from their 
pockets as donors. In both operational models, 
it is important that the value of your enterprise 
is recognizable.

This week, I had occasion to review three 
years of the Berkshire Jewish Voice with a 
young writer – whose 

work you’ll see in upcoming issues – for a “where are they 
now?” roundup of people we covered during my time as 
editor. (That this young writer asked to devote part of his 
precious summer vacation to gaining experience at the 
BJV means a lot, because I recognize that he believes there 
is value in what he can learn here.) I noticed how, over 
the last 12 months, we published an increased number of 
articles by community members, some of them experienced 
writers and some not, which I had not solicited but was 
happy to publish.

Together, these stories – all of them the products of passion and hard work 
– help the BJV paint a broader portrait of the Jewish lives we are living in the 
Berkshires and beyond. 

Our food and travel correspondent Carol Goodman Kaufman shares a Jewish 
Taste article each issue about her adventures in and out of the kitchen, but also 
contributed to articles about her role as chair as Youth Aliyah for Hadassah, a 
high-profile position in that organization. 

High schooler Alex Lederman shared an article about his experience of Israel 
with his camp group, while his younger brother Colby resurrected the memory of 
Dr. Seuss’s least-loved character, Pontoffel Pock, in an appeal for Yiddish books. 

Cantor Bob Scherr contributed a thoughtful two-part account of his visit 
to Poland, while Pailey Feakes wrote about her visit to both Poland and Israel. 
Matan Gazit, now in an IDF officer training program, recounted his experience at 
Meitzar Academy mechina (an Israeli preparatory program for high school stu-
dents), while Williams College student Henry Lu interviewed Federation’s Middle 
East Update speakers Gaith al-Omari and David Makovsky.

Sig Tobias told us about Jewish Tulsa. Ruth Heuberger wrote about her expe-
riences in the former Jewish ghetto of Venice, while actor Jonathan Epstein, last 

In My View
Voluntary Subscribers Needed!
By Albert Stern / BJV Editor

summer’s Shakespeare & Company Shylock, contributed an incisive original article 
about The Merchant of Venice. In a scholarly vein, Professor Alfred Ivry shared 
ideas from his highly-regarded book on Maimonides in a fascinating Reflections 
column. (Okay, I had to ask Jonny and Alfred to contribute, but only once.)

Author Tela Zasloff, inspired by last fall’s presidential election, wrote about 
her immigrant grandparents, while clarinetist Paul Green not only reviewed a 
new book about Jews and jazz, he brought author Charles Hersch to the  
Berkshires to participate in A Summer Celebration of Jewish Music (a shidduch  
I was proud to have fostered).

In what has been my favorite BJV (January/February 2017), Sara Feldman 
(granddaughter of Joanna and Dr. Ellis Fribush) detailed her work with India’s 
Bene Ephraim Jews in an expansive and illuminating feature story; photographer 
Larry Frankel shared images, and wrote about his work and creative process; 
and Florence Grende let us reprint a chapter of her post-Holocaust memoir, The 

Butcher’s Daughter. Great stories, all of them.
Also in the past 12 months, the Jewish Telegraphic 

Agency, The Times of Israel, and the Union for Reform 
Judaism picked up the BJV story “The Hidden His-
tory of I Have a Little Dreidel,” which became one of 
the most shared Hanukah stories in the Jewish press 
worldwide that did not contain a latke recipe.

As always, the rabbis and scholars we rely on for 
our regular Reflections column came through for us, 
as did the many people who have agreed to be profiled 
for our feature stories. By contributing their work and 

time, all these folks attest to the value the BJV has to this Jewish community. 
However, we still have to reach out to our readers to support and sustain this 

newspaper economically.
In a small Jewish community like ours – one that is also geographically spread 

out and demographically fluid, seasonally changing in size and composition – 
knowing more about what we all are up to Jewishly and what we are thinking 
about is vital in creating our own singular communal identity. The BJV very 
much reflects the larger communal goals of the Federation and, I hope, the inter-
ests and values of its readers.

I hope you will sustain these efforts by with a voluntary subscription to your 
community newspaper, the Berkshire Jewish Voice. 

This publication’s revenues do not cover all its costs, and so your financial 
help as voluntary subscribers is essential in our efforts to bring you meaningful, 
positive, and entertaining stories both by and about your neighbors, as well as 
Jews around the world.

Please see the insert in this newspaper for the different funding levels 
available. An honorary publisher gift of $360 allows us to provide 4 pages of 
color, while all voluntary subscriptions help us defray the cost of printing 
and mailing the thousands of copies of the newspaper we send out to you 
nine times each year. 

Please continue to support our efforts with a voluntary subscription to the 
BJV.

Knowing more about what 
we all are up to Jewishly and 
what we are thinking about  
is vital in creating our own  
singular communal identity

Walking through the halls of some 
of Israel’s largest universities, you are 
sure to be stuck by the uniformity. 
Aside from a dearth of Ultra-Orthodox 
students, you will not find many stu-
dents from the “peripheries” or individ-
uals of Arab or Ethiopian descent. This 
lack of diversity is all the more appar-
ent when reviewing the composition of 
the faculties (especially at the senior 
level), where the male Ashkenazi elite 
still holds sway. 

For seven decades, we have oper-
ated these one-size-fits-all universi-
ties, and as a result the majority of 
Israel’s population feels estranged 
from higher education. With so many 
students attending highly segregat-
ed primary and secondary schools, 
how could they feel welcomed by our 
heterogeneous universities? As such, 
it is clear to me that the only way to 
change this dangerous status quo is 
by rethinking the educational system.

Being publicly reactive to incidents 
of discrimination and marginalization 
on college campuses has garnered few 
positive results, and it is time to create 
systems that go beyond rhetoric. While 
a challenge of this magnitude may 
seem daunting, I believe it is possible.

Many in the academic establish-
ment believe that there is one way to 
operate a multicultural university: All 
classes open to all students! And that 
exclamation point at the end of the 
preceding sentence is crucial to their 
position, which is more injunction than 
statement. 

In order to affect change, we must 

employ a different view of multicultural 
education: The academy as a question 
mark. 

Instead of trading one cookie cutter 
educational system for another, we 
must take into account the many 
cultural, philosophical and learning 
differences present in Israeli society and 
create environments that allow stu-
dents from all backgrounds to thrive. 
This means being respectful of cultural 
differences while never losing sight of 
the big picture: a robust and impactful 
higher education experience for all. 

We know that it’s possible, because 
we are already leading the way at Ono 
Academic College where we continu-
ously study and evaluate our multi- 
educational model, actively assess our 
teaching methods, and remain open to 
learning from both our successes and 
our failures. As a question mark, the 
effectiveness of our multiple laborato-
ries of multicultural education hinges 
upon our ability to constantly examine 
ourselves as much as our willingness 
to change and grow.

After 70 years, it is time to upgrade 
our educational system and strengthen 
our societal fabric by instituting acces-
sibility as the norm. It is time to honor 
the complexities of multiculturalism 
– and Zionism – by welcoming Israelis 
of all cultures and backgrounds with 
respect and dignity to ensure that they 
are provided with real opportunities to 
grow and succeed. 

Her new book, The Long Half-Lives 
of Love and Trauma, will be coming out 
this fall.

HARTMAN KNOSH, continued from page 1

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
Date & Time: Friday, August 11 at 10:45 a.m.
Venue: Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, 270 State Road, Great Barrington
Cost: $11 with fresh buffet lunch. Program only, $5.
Advance lunch reservations required for this event.
Email federation@jewishberkshires.org, or call (413) 442-4360, ext. 10
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For further information on all Jewish  
Federation of the Berkshires programs, 
please call Nancy Maurice Rogers, Program 
Director, at (413) 442-4360, ext. 15.

Dr. Stephen Felton Dr. Mina Gillers 

Your Federation Presents

Connecting With Community Programs /  
Kosher Hot Lunch

Programs in the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires’ Connecting With Community 
series are free and start at 10:45 a.m. most Mondays and Thursdays at Knesset  
Israel (16 Colt Road, Pittsfield). Programs are followed by a kosher hot lunch. Lunch 
is a $2 suggested donation for adults over 60 years of age or $7 for all others. Ad-
vance reservations are required for lunch and can be made by calling (413) 442-2200 
before 9 a.m. on the day of the program. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Beginning in June and through the summer months,  
kosher hot lunch will not be served on Tuesdays. Tuesday lunches resume on 
September 5.

For further information on all programs, please call Nancy Maurice Rogers, pro-
gram director, at (413) 442-4360, ext. 15. For lunch menus and a chronological 
list of all scheduled programs, please see page 21. Note that lunch menus are 
subject to change.

“Alfred Uhry, The Southern 
Jewish Playwright,” with  
Diane Steinbrink, August 3

On Thursday, August 3 at 
10:45 a.m., the Jewish Federa-
tion of the Berkshires features 
actress Diane Steinbrink, who 
will present “Alfred Uhry, The 
Southern Jewish Playwright.” 
This free program at Knesset 
Israel, 16 Colt Road in Pitts-
field, is part of the Federation’s 
Connecting With Community 
series.

Diane Steinbrink will focus 
on the life and works of Alfred 
Uhry and the family members 
who influenced many of his 
characters, and will discuss 
the unique Southern back-
ground as he shared it with 
the presenter. It will feature 
monologues from some of his 
most significant plays, Driv-
ing Miss Daisy, Last Night At 
Ballyhoo, and Parade, which 
deals with the Leo Frank case 
and its impact on the Atlanta 
Jewish community.

Uhry was born in Atlanta on 
December 3, 1936, to a pros-
perous family of German- 
Jewish descent. He attended 
Druid Hills High School, and 
after graduation he attended 
Brown University in Rhode 
Island, where he received a 
degree in English and drama 
in 1958. Uhry then relocated to 
New York City, where he taught 
English at the Calhoun School. 
In 1975, after several failed 
attempts at writing a suc-
cessful play, he collaborated 
with Robert Waldman to adapt 
Eudora Welty’s short novel The 
Robber Bridegroom into a mu-

Playwright Alfred Uhry

sical. The production received 
a Tony Award nomination for 
Best Book of a Musical, and it 
marked Uhry’s first success as 
a playwright.

Diane G. Steinbrink is a 
graduate of Adelphi University 
with a BA in Speech and Dra-
ma. She served as the Coordi-
nator of Philadelphia Plays for 
Living for 17 years. She was 
the producer/facilitator of the 
Anne Frank Theater Project for 
Jewish Family and Children’s 
Service of Philadelphia. 

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires / Connecting 
With Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Thursday, August 3 
at 10:45 a.m., followed by lunch 
(see page 21).

Everyone has a Story – Learn to Tell Yours 
with Modern Memoirs Publishing’s Founder

On Monday, August 7 and Thursday, August 10 at 
10:45 a.m., the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires welcomes 
back Kitty Axelson-Berry, president of Modern Memoirs Pub-
lishing, Inc. She’ll share tips on how to organize and create a 
memoir of your own life experiences. This free program at Knes-
set Israel, 16 Colt Road in Pittsfield, is part of the Federation’s 
Connecting With Community series. 

Axelson-Berry will share a plethora of practical tips and real 
stories about writing and self-publishing memoirs. At the very 
least, she will help attendees create a game plan. At the most, 
she can help bring that memoir to fruition. This special two- 
session program will be divided as follows.

 “Session1: At the Beginning”
You’ll learn:
• How it feels to write a memoir
• How memoirs are organized (vignettes with/without transi-

tions; chronological; thematic)
• How memoirs are developed (outline first or stream of con-

sciousness or combination)
• How memoirs are written (by the narrator or as-told-to).

“Session 2: Going Deeper”
Topics covered will be:
• How it feels to revise the content of your own memoir
• How memoirs are processed (copy edit, design, format, 

print/bind)
• How it feels to self-publish your own memoir.

Kitty Axelson-Berry is president of Modern Memoirs Publish-
ing, Inc., a writing, editing, and publishing service specializing in 
memoirs and family histories that she founded in 1994. She also 
founded the Association of Personal Historians (1995) and is an 
active member of the Jewish Community of Amherst.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires / Connecting 
With Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Monday, August 7 
and Thursday, August 10 at 
10:45 a.m., followed by lunch 
(see page 21).

Kitty Axelson-Berry

“A Mother and Child: From the Warsaw 
Ghetto To Hope And Freedom,” August 21

On Monday, August 21 at 
10:45 a.m., the Jewish Federa-
tion of the Berkshires presents 
“A Mother and Child: From the 
Warsaw Ghetto to Hope And 
Freedom,” the story of the late 
Eva Wasserman as told by her 
children, Dr. Mina Gillers and 
Dr. Stephen Felton. This free 
program at Knesset Israel, 16 
Colt Road in Pittsfield, is part 

of the Federation’s Connecting 
With Community series. 

Toward the end of her life, 
Eva Wasserman recorded 
her memoirs and published 
the book, I Shall Lead You 
Through the Nights. It de-
scribes the brutality of the 
Nazi regime in the Warsaw 
Ghetto that she and her 
family lived through, and the 

her husband, Bruce Gillers, 
met as freshmen at Barnard 
and Columbia, and went to 
medical school together at NY 
Medical College. They have 

6 children and 6 grandchil-
dren, and live in Newton, MA. 
Mina practices pediatrics in 
Dorchester.

destruction and murder of the 
Jewish population. 

Many members of Wasser-
man’s large family were killed, 
as were her husband and 
stepson. She survived with her 
son, Stephen, both smuggled 
out of the ghetto just prior to 
the uprising in 1943. They 
eventually found refuge with 
a Polish family that protected 

them. This family, the 
Matacz family, were desig-
nated “Righteous Gentiles” 
by the Israeli government 
and Yad Vashem in 2012.

Dr. Stephen Felton 
is an ophthalmologist in 
Princeton, NJ. He re-
ceived his MD and PhD 
from Rutgers University. 
He was born in 1942 in 
the Warsaw Ghetto and 
came to this country in 
1947. Dr. Mina Gillers 
grew up with Stephen 
and their brother Allen 
in Brooklyn, NY. She and 

 YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires / Connecting With 
Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Monday, August 21 at 10:45 a.m., followed by lunch 
(see page 21).
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INCLUDES A CALENDAR OF PROGRAMS AND EVENTS
SPONSORED BY THE BERKSHIRE JEWISH COMMUNITY

Check out our website!
www.jewishberkshires.org
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CAMPAIGN
2017

YOUR
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IS REAL

Jewish Federation of the Berkshires’ 
2017 Annual Campaign
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Helen Epstein

Professor Alfred Ivry

Your Federation Presents

of health care, education, com-
munity leadership, or philan-
thropy.”

While Professor Ivry’s 
recent book deals with the 
Rambam’s philosophical ideas, 
the focus of this talk will be 
on Maimonides the physician. 
Says Ivry:

“I will talk about Maimon-
ides’ concern with the whole 
person, his medical and philo-
sophical works complementing 
each other, both expressions 
of his deep involvement with 
all of humanity, both men and 
women, Jews and gentiles. 
This, despite his professed dis-
dain for the common man, his 
elitist philosophy and craving 
for solitude, to be alone with 
his God.

“The talk will bring out 
these conflicting impulses in 
Maimonides’ psyche through 
an examination of a number 
of his medical treatises, now 
available in scholarly critical 
editions. They run the gamut 
of medical issues, from specific 
problems such as asthma, 
hemorrhoids, and poisons to 
rules regarding the practical 
part of medicine and a large 
collection of medical apho-
risms.

 “Examples of Maimonides’ 
writings in this vein will then 
be compared with selec-
tions taken from his rabbinic 
compositions, as well as from 
his Guide of the Perplexed. 

Maimonides’ concern with the 
spiritual and religious side of 
life will be shown to reflect his 
medical posture.”

Professor Ivry joins a dis-
tinguish list of Maimonides 
Society speakers, all of them 
drawn from our local Berk-
shires Jewish community.

In 2014, Dr. Marc Pettus, 
Director of Medical Education 
at BMC, with extensive train-
ing at Harvard Medical School 
and author of two books, 
spoke about the effects of 
gluten on our digestive system 
and, more importantly, on our 
bodies. 

In 2015, Dr. Paul Gluck, 
specialist in OB/GYN at 
University of Miami affiliated 
hospitals, spoke about patient 
safety and his role as founding 
member and chair of the Na-
tional Patient Safety Founda-
tion and the Council for Patient 
Safety in Women’s Health. 

In 2016, Dr. Ed Kolodny, 
the world’s leading expert on 
Tay Sachs and Gaucher’s Dis-
ease, shared tales, anecdotes, 
and amazing insights into 
Gaucher’s Disease.

Members of the Maimonides 
steering committee are: Larry 
Bronstein, Mike Geller, Paul 
Gluck, Ed Helitzer, Roz Kolod-
ny, Alan Metzger, Dan Patel, 
Jesse Samuels, Henry Tulgan, 
David Weiser, and Charles 
Wohl.

Dr. Masters sums up: “This 

MAIMONIDES SOCIETY, continued from page 1

society affords us a unique op-
portunity to network with our 
peers and a chance to partic-
ipate in the work of repairing 
the world, through involve-
ment in the Jewish Commu-
nity. We welcome all local and 
visiting Jewish healthcare pro-
fessionals, and we invite their 
significant others and friends 
to join us.

“As we continue to grow 
over the next few years, 
besides providing an oppor-
tunity for collegial socializing 
and networking, we hope to 
broaden our scope of interest, 
outreach, and commitment. 
We will seek out excellent 
speakers to educate us about 
other topics, including ethical 
issues, social justice, science 
and the arts.”

Helen Epstein at the September 8  
Knosh & Knowledge
How an established author and her techie husband embraced 
electronic publishing

GREAT BARRINGTON – On 
Friday, September 8, Knosh 
& Knowledge hosts Helen 
Epstein for a talk titled “How 
an established author and 
her techie husband embraced 
electronic publishing.” This 
Jewish Federation of the Berk-
shires program will take place 
at Hevreh of Southern Berk-
shire at 10:45 a.m., and will 
be followed by lunch.

Helen Epstein (helen.ep-
stein.com), a veteran journal-
ist and author of critically-ac-
claimed books Children of the 
Holocaust, Where She Came 
From, Music Talks, and Joe 
Papp, has been a Berkshire 
summer resident since 1978. 
In 2010, she and husband 
Patrick Mehr merged their pro-
fessional interests to co-found 
Plunkett Lake Press (plunket-
tlakepress.com). PLP identifies 
unavailable classics of non-fic-
tion – many of Jewish interest 
– obtains the rights, digitizes 
them, and makes them avail-
able all over the world. Their 
very first book grew out of a 
long profile Helen did for the 
Boston Review about how Tina 
Packer founded Shakespeare 

& Company (1985). Helen will 
also discuss recent books such 
as the one with psychoanalyst 
Paul Ornstein.

The electronic press – 
which began as Patrick’s re-
tirement hobby – now includes 
150 titles, including books 
by Stefan Zweig, Sebastian 
Haffner, Eva Hoffman, Susan 
Quinn, and Helen herself. PLP 
prices its ebooks for students, 
shares profits with authors 
and artists, and provides 
Patrick Mehr, a former French 
technocrat, with a 20th centu-
ry reading list that he is now 
helping prevent from falling 
into oblivion. Join us for an 
intimate look at a 21st cen-
tury marital and publishing 
partnership.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
Date & Time: Friday, September 8 at 10:45 a.m.
Venue: Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, 270 State Road, Great  
Barrington
Cost: $11 with fresh buffet lunch. Program only, $5.
Advance lunch reservations required for this event.
Email jfb.officemanager@verizon.net, or call (413) 442-4360, ext. 10

Thea Basis

Flexibility Training for  
Seniors on August 14

On Monday, August 14 
at 10:45 a.m., the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires 
welcomes back Thea Basis, a 
certified senior fitness special-
ist who will present the next 
installment of “Silver Wellness 
and Nutrition for Seniors,” 
this time focusing on flexibil-
ity. This is a drop-in series, 
with no prior registration nec-
essary. This free program at 
Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road, 
in Pittsfield is part of the 
Federation’s Connecting With 
Community series. 

“Tight, shortened muscles 
can affect our joints,” says 
Thea Basis, a certified senior 
fitness specialist and orthope-
dic exercise specialist. “In this 
class we will learn routines 
that we can safely practice at 
home to keep ourselves more 
limber, and reduce stiffness. I 
will guide the group through 
this process.”

 Thea Basis earned an 
ACE Group Fitness Instruc-
tor Certification in 1988. She 
specializes in the conditions 
that make exercising more 
challenging, including arthri-
tis, fragility, balance and gait 

issues, respiratory disease, 
diabetes, and lack of motiva-
tion. She is also an orthopedic 
exercise specialist serving 
groups and individuals in pro-
moting healthy, independent 
lifestyles, while addressing the 
unique challenges of aging. 

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires / Connecting 
With Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Monday, August 14 
at 10:45 a.m., followed by lunch 
(see page 21). 

“Elder Scam and Fraud  
Prevention,” August 17

On Thursday, August 17 at 10:45 a.m., the Jewish Feder-
ation of the Berkshires hosts representatives of MountainOne 
Bank, who will present with a Community Task Force on the 
theme “Elder Scam and Fraud Prevention.” This free program at 
Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road in Pittsfield, is part of the Federa-
tion’s Connecting With Community series. 

Financial scams and fraud are on the rise every day. Unfortu-
nately, elders can 
be particularly vul-
nerable to this type 
of exploitation. This 
program will assist 
elders in identify-
ing, avoiding, and 
preventing various 
types of financial 
scams and fraud.

MountainOne 
provides financial 
education pro-
grams through their 
Community Engagement program. They have expertise in basic 
banking, budgeting, saving, and fraud prevention. 

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires / Connecting With 
Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Thursday, August 17 at 10:45 a.m., followed by lunch 
(see page 21). 
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An embroidered scene by Esther Nisenthal Krinitz

Rabbi Jodie Gordon

Your Federation Presents

“Through the Eye of the Needle – The Art of 
Esther Nisenthal Krinitz” on August 24

On Thursday, August 24 at 
10:45 a.m., the Jewish Feder-
ation of the Berkshires hosts 
Helene McQuade for a screen-
ing of a short film about her 
mother titled Through the Eye 
of the Needle – The Art of  
Esther Nisenthal Krinitz. This 
free program at Knesset Israel, 
16 Colt Road in Pittsfield, 
is part of the Federation’s 
Connecting With Community 
series. 

The film tells the story of 
Esther’s survival during World 
War II and unique method 
of storytelling she adopted – 
stitching and embroidering. 
Viewers will find unexpected 
beauty in a series of 36 large 
fabric collages she created, 
intricately embroidered in 
vivid color more than 40 years 
after the war. They depict one 
young girl’s eyewitness ac-
count of tragedy and trauma 
juxtaposed with the exquisite 
beauty of the natural sur-
roundings. 

Helene McQuade, Esther’s 
daughter, will continue the 
story following the screening 
of the film. Through Esther’s 
own words and images of her 
artwork, as well as interviews 
with her daughters and others, 
the award-winning 30-min-
ute documentary explores the 
capacity of the human heart 
to heal. 

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires / Connecting With 
Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Thursday, August 24 at 10:45 a.m., followed by lunch 
(see page 21).

Local History on Film
A Trumpet at the Walls of Jericho: The Un-
told Story of Samuel Harrison, August 28 

On Monday, August 28 at 
10:45 a.m., the Jewish Fed-
eration of the Berkshires will 
screen A Trumpet at the Walls 
of Jericho: The Untold Story of 
Samuel Harrison, the story of 
a 19th-century visionary (and 
freed slave who lived in Pitts-
field) who fought prejudice, 
slavery, and war. This free 
program at Knesset Israel, 16 
Colt Road in Pittsfield, is part 
of the Federation’s Connect-
ing With Community series. 

The Samuel Harrison 
House at 82 Third Street in 
downtown Pittsfield is on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places. Built about 1850, it 
was for many years the home 
of Samuel Harrison, a promi-
nent African American minis-
ter and a giant of his time in 
the civil rights and anti-slav-
ery movement. He was born 
a slave in 1818 (he and his 
mother were freed in 1821) 
and lived until 1900, crossing 
paths with many of the great 
figures of the 19th century, in-
cluding John Brown, Frederick 
Douglas, Mark Hopkins, and 
Herman Melville. 

During the Civil War, 
Harrison served as chaplain 
of the famed Massachusetts 
54th Regiment commanded 
by 26-year old colonel Rob-
ert Gould Shaw, the first 
all black infantry to fight in 
the conflict. The exploits of 
this unit were dramatized 
in the movie Glory. Harrison 
also went head to head with 
Abraham Lincoln over equal 
pay for blacks serving in the 
Union Army, and won – in 

1864, Congress granted equal 
pay for the 180,000 blacks 
who fought on the side of the 
North. 

Harrison left an impres-
sive record of years of dedi-
cated service, and his words 
provide an insight into the 
thoughts and aspirations of 
African-Americans during a 
critical era of American histo-
ry. The film is narrated by the 
late Ossie Davis, his final com-
pleted project before his death. 
Also contributing are filmmak-
er Mario Van Peebles and jazz 
trumpeter Wynton Marsalis. 
The film was written, directed, 
and produced by Mike Kirk.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires / Connecting 
With Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Monday, August 28 
at 10:45 a.m., followed by lunch 
(see page 21).

Elul Warm Up, with Rabbi Jodie Gordon
An exploration of Rabbi Alan Lew’s This is Real and You Are  
Totally Unprepared, August 31

On Thursday, August 31 at 
10:45 a.m., the Jewish Feder-
ation of the Berkshires hosts 
Hevreh of Southern Berk-
shire’s Rabbi Jodie Gordon, 
who will help prepare us for 
the upcoming Days of Awe by 
sharing some of the insights in 
Rabbi Alan Lew’s This is Real 
and You Are Totally Unpre-
pared. This free program at 
Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road in 
Pittsfield, is part of the Federa-
tion’s Connecting With Com-
munity series. 

In his book This is Real and 
You Are Totally Unprepared, 
Rabbi Alan Lew writes: “The 
great journey of transforma-
tion begins with the acknowl-
edgment that we need to make 
it. It is not something we are 
undertaking for amusement, 
nor even for the sake of con-
vention; rather, it is a spiritual 
necessity. And our need to be 
more conscious – to awaken 
from the deep dream that has 
held us in its thrall – is always 
there” 

As the month of Elul 
beckons us to attention and 
intention, Rabbi Jodie Gordon 
will lead us on a journey of 
reflection and preparation as 
we begin to climb toward the 
new year. Using text study 
and guided meditation, we’ll 
begin the process of cheshbon 
ha’nefesh, a spiritual account-
ing, as we begin this annual 
journey of transformation.

Rabbi Jodie Gordon is rab-
bi and director of education at 
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire. 
She lives in Great Barrington 
with her husband, Joshua 
Bloom (vice president on the 
Federation executive board), 
and two daughters.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires / Connecting With 
Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Thursday, August 31 at 10:45 a.m., followed by lunch 
(see page 21).
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Bret Stephens

The B’Shalom Chorale at last year’s concert

 

 

Award-Winning  
Jewish A Cappella 
Intricate arrangements, uplifting beats, and 
soulful harmonies create an unprecedented 
style of Jewish music 
 
Sunday, August 6 
7:00 pm 
Duffin Theater, Lenox Memorial High School 
197 East Street, Lenox, MA  
 

General Admission: $25 
Young adults under 30 are $20 
Kids 5-10 free 
 
 

Honoring Norman Michaels for 18 years as  
concert co-chair. Proceeds to benefit the  
Anti Defamation League (ADL)  
 
 
 

 

Funded in part by a grant from the Harold Grinspoon Foundation  

Will Call Tickets: (413) 442-4360 - JEWISHBERKSHIRES.ORG 
 

 

 

p.m.

Anti-Defamation League (ADL)

LOCAL NEWS

Bret Stephens at 50th Annual  
Feigenbaum Lecture 
Temple Anshe Amunim to host New York Times foreign policy 
and domestic politics columnist
PITTSFIELD – The 50th an-
nual Hilda Vallin Feigenbaum 
Memorial Foundation Lecture 
will be held on Sunday, Au-
gust 27 at 7:30 p.m. at Tem-
ple Anshe Amunim, 26 Broad 
Street in Pittsfield. The 
speaker will be Bret Stephens, 
New York Times foreign policy 
and domestic politics op-ed 
columnist, whose topic will be 
“Global View: Forces Chang-
ing Our World.” The lecture, 
sponsored by the Temple 
Anshe Amunim Feigenbaum 
Lecture Endowment, is free 
and open to the public.

Stephens joined the Times 
as an op-ed columnist in April 
2017. Previously, he wrote 
“Global View,” the foreign-af-
fairs column of the Wall Street 
Journal, for which he was 
awarded the 2013 Pulitzer 
Prize for distinguished com-
mentary. He was the WSJ’s 
deputy editorial-page editor, 
responsible for the opinion 
content of its global edition, 
and a member of the paper’s 
editorial board. Previously, 
he was editor-in-chief of The 
Jerusalem Post, a position he 
assumed in 2002 at the age 
of 28. 

Andy Hochberg, lecture 
committee co-chairman, notes 
that “this is the 50th year of the 
Hilda Vallin Feigenbaum Memo-
rial Foundation Lecture series 
and it presents an opportunity 
to emphasize the civic and spir-
itual legacy of this outstanding 

woman. The series would not be 
possible without her sons  
Dr. Armand Feigenbaum and 
Dr. Donald Feigenbaum, of 
blessed memory, who estab-
lished the Hilda Vallin Feigen-
baum Lecture Series in per-
petuity as a living memorial to 
their mother’s spirit.”

Refreshments will be served 
after the lecture. 

Seating will be limited and 
early arrival is recommended. 
The doors may close before the 
lecture begins.

For more information, 
please call the Temple office: 
(413) 442-5910 or visit the 
website at www.ansheamu-
nim.org. Temple Anshe Amu-
nim is an accessible building. 

About the Guest Speaker
Bret Stephens has reported 

stories the world over, includ-
ing Afghanistan, Pakistan and 
Iraq, and interviewed scores of 
world leaders. His 2014 book, 
America in Retreat: The New 
Isolationism and the Coming 
Global Disorder was praised 
by George Shultz as “wise 
counsel for a constructive, 
tough-minded and sensible 
foreign policy.” A graduate 
of the University of Chicago 
and the London School of 
Economics, Mr. Stephens was 
raised in Mexico City and lives 
in New York with his wife, 
Corinna, a classical music 
critic for the Times, and their 
three children.

About the Hilda Vallin  
Feigenbaum Lecture Series

The Hilda Vallin Feigen-
baum Memorial Foundation 
continues to enhance the 
spiritual and intellectual life 
of Temple Anshe Amunim and 
the larger community. The 
Foundation has sponsored lec-
tures by leaders in American 
government, literature, theol-
ogy, and journalism including 
such personalities as Julian 
Bond, Representative Barney 
Frank, Isaac Bashevis Singer, 
Bernard Kalb, Stephen  
Roberts, Steven Emerson, 
Mara Liasson, Ambassador 
Martin Indyk, and Howard 
Dean. 

B’shalom Chorale of the 
Berkshires to Hold Its 4th 
Annual Concert

GREAT BARRINGTON – The 
B’Shalom Chorale of the  
Berkshires will present a con-
cert of Jewish choral music at 
7 p.m. on Wednesday, August 
16 at Hevreh of Southern 
Berkshire. This is the fourth 
season concert for this sum-
mer chorus of singers, who  
enjoy exploring the great 
wealth of Jewish music, sa-
cred and secular, as well as 
classical and contemporary 
sounds. 

The B’Shalom Chorale is 
conducted by Jack Brown, 
who is also the artistic director 
of the Berkshire Lyric Cho-
rus and the choral director 
at Simon’s Rock College and 
the Hotchkiss School. The 
accompanist is Joe Rose, also 
of Berkshire Lyric and a well-
known musician in the region. 
The Chorale will be perform-
ing a selection of songs from 

across the Jewish tradition, 
including Sephardic, Yiddish, 
and Israel songs.

Special guest artist will 
again be clarinetist Paul 
Green. Admission to the con-
cert is $15. All are welcome. 

The founder and coordina-
tor of the B’Shalom Chorale is 
Cantor Emily Sleeper Mekler, 
who was the longtime cantor 
of Sinai Temple in Springfield. 

For more information con-
tact Cantor Mekler at  
(413) 531-8706 or email 
BShalomChorale@gmail.com. 
Hevreh is located at 270 State 
Road in Great Barrington.

The B’Shalom Chorale 
became a non-profit orga-
nization. It is sponsored, in 
part, by Robyn Newhouse, The 
Harold Grinspoon Foundation, 
The Edward Handelman Fund, 
and many private contribu-
tors. 
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Thank you to our supporters!
The Berkshire Jewish Voice extends a very special “thank you” for the 
generosity extended thus far by 21 households YTD who have sent in 
their contributions for voluntary subscriptions to the paper in 2017.

SEED WHAT YOU READ! BECOME A SUBSCRIBER TODAY!
Yes, I support the Berkshire Jewish Voice! Please accept my voluntary  
tax-deductible subscription contribution.

Mail check payable to: 
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
196 South Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201
(Please add Berkshire Jewish Voice in the memo)

_____ $360 Mensch & Honorary Publisher 
(Supports color printing in one edition of the Voice)
_____ $180 Sponsor
_____ $72 Patron
_____ $36 Friend
_____ $18 Supporter    

Name to be listed: _____________________________________________
p I wish to remain anonymous

Ed Abrahams
Stephen and Phyllis Abramson
Burrelles Luce 
Stuart M. Fischman, Esq.

Joyce Goldklang and Jay Diamond
Helen and Gerald Gura
Audrey and Martin Schlanger

LOCAL NEWS

Federation Announces  
B’nai Tzedek Partnership 
with Hevreh
GREAT BARRINGTON – What 
are your values? How can 
giving be a way of expressing 
what you value most? 

This year, 8th graders in 
Hevreh’s Pre-Confirmation 
Class will be participating in 
the Berkshire B’nai Tzedek 
Foundation, an exciting new 
collaboration between the 
Jewish Federation of the Berk-
shires and Hevreh of Southern 
Berkshire. 

Over the past five years, 
the B’nai Tzedek program has 
engaged teens from all over 
Berkshire County in think-
ing about philanthropy and 
tzedakah, and then empow-
ered them to make decisions 
on how we use community 
funding to make an impact. 
This year, for the first time, 
the program will be offered in 
South County. Led by Rabbi 
Jodie Gordon of Hevreh, the 
B’nai Tzedek program will 
engage students in thought- 
provoking conversations and 
real-life decision making as 
they learn to understand the 
landscape of tzedakah and 
giving in their community. 
Highlights of the program 
include: 
• Developing a group 

mission statement that 
reflects the values of the 
group members through 
discussion and values 
clarification 

• Researching important 
work being done by local, 
national, and internation-
al non-profits

• Understanding how 
grants work, and issuing 

On Stage – Created Equal: Battling  
Oppression
PITTSFIELD – On Monday, Au-
gust 21 at 7 p.m. Temple Anshe 
Amunim presents “Created 
Equal,” an evening of staged 
readings of four short plays by 
Jesse Waldinger that illustrate 
little-known stories of victims of 
oppression.

Waldinger describes the 
program as follows:

“It doesn’t require appreci-
ation of recent events to prove 
that the promise of the Dec-
laration of Independence has 
been broken by Americans –
often, as history is awash with 
examples. 

“Popular knowledge has 
it that George Washington, 
the father of our country, 
owned slaves until he died. 
But there’s more to it than 
that. ‘General Washington’s 
Property’ dramatizes an 
obscure episode at the end 
of the American Revolution: 
Washington is dispatched by 
Congress to ensure that the 
defeated British Army, prior to 
evacuating the new country, 
restores runaways to their 
southern owners. His English 
counterpart, General Sir Guy 
Carleton, balks as a matter of 
honor. In this play, Washing-
ton unexpectedly encounters 
one of his own former bonds-
men in the employ of Carleton.

“One of the few Texan survi-
vors of the Battle of the Alamo 
was a slave belonging to the 
garrison’s commander, Wil-
liam Barrett Travis. In ‘Travis’ 
Boy,’ the heroic and loyal Joe, 
and his late master’s bereaved 
fiancée, consult with Travis’ 
executor, wondering what the 
future holds for them. They are 
both in for a surprise.

“Fanny Kemble, famed 
nineteenth-century British 
actress, married an Ameri-
can slave owner, embraced 
abolitionism, and after a 
tumultuous decade left her 
husband and sailed back to 
England, leaving a daughter 
behind. Now the husband, 
Pierce Butler, has sued for 
divorce, and in ‘Mrs. Butler 
Returns,’ Fanny reappears in 
Philadelphia to defend herself 
and hopefully gain custody 
of her child. Because she is a 
woman, the laws appear to be 
stacked against her.

“Henry Ford was notorious 
for his anti-Semitism, but one 
of his neighbors was a rabbi 
to whom he presented a new 
automobile every year, as a 
gift. In ‘Rabbi Franklin’s Model 
T,’ the neighbor confronts the 
iconic manufacturer, seeking 
to have him retract a hateful 
screed published in Ford’s 
newspaper. Will Ford accom-
modate his friend?”

See how these four strug-
gles are resolved – or not. 
“Created Equal,” featuring 
professional actors directed 
by Barbara Waldinger, will be 
staged on August 21. Temple 
Anshe Amunim is at 26 Broad 
Street. Admission is $20. 

The program is jointly 
sponsored by Temple Anshe 
Amunim and Knesset Israel. 
Refreshments will follow the 

reading, along with discus-
sion featuring the playwright, 
director and cast, and special 
guests Rabbi Josh Breindel of 
Temple Anshe Amunim, Rabbi 
David Weiner of Knesset Israel, 
Pastor Sheila Sholes-Ross of 
First Baptist Church of  
Pittsfield, and Dennis Powell, 
President of the Berkshire 
County Branch of the NAACP.

Jesse Waldinger is a 
prize-winning playwright 
whose work has been seen 
nationally and at Stageworks/
Hudson, Made in the Berk-
shires, and Hudson Opera 
House. His local history play 
“Mum Bett’s Minute” was read 
at the Ashley House in Shef-
field, and at the Whitney Cen-
ter for the Arts in Pittsfield. 

Dr. Barbara Waldinger is a 
theatre professor and direc-
tor actively engaged in the 
Berkshire area. For seventeen 
years she has served as artis-
tic director of HRC Showcase 
Theatre in Hudson, New York. 
She teaches theatre-related 
subjects at OLLI and at Tem-
ple Anshe Amunim, and is a 
theatre critic for the online 
publication Berkshire On 
Stage.

For more information, con-
tact the Temple Anshe Amu-
nim office at (413) 442-5910, 
email templeoffice@ansheamu-
nim.org or visit www.anshean-
umim.org. 

Jesse WaldingerBarbara Waldinger

their own request for pro-
posals

• Reviewing grant propos-
als and making collective 
decisions about allocating 
aid to organizations of 
their choice

Says Rabbi Gordon: “When 
we stand next to our students 
on the morning they become 
bar or bat mitzvah, we often 
talk about what it means to 
become a full adult member 
of the Jewish community. In 
our modern context, this is 
something we wrestle with: as 
we often joke with our stu-
dents, ‘today you are an adult, 
on Monday morning, back to 
7th grade you go.’ And yet, 
we know that the ritual does 
transform something for each 
one of them – following a bar 
or bat mitzvah, we see a shift 
in the way they carry them-
selves in our community. 

“We are so proud to provide 
this exciting new opportunity 
for our students to take on 
the crucial responsibility of 
making decisions about how 
to support their community 
and the world through philan-
thropic giving.”

The Jewish Federation 
will provide $3,000 in grant 
funding for the students to 
allocate to non-profit organi-
zations of their choice. There 
is no cost to participate in this 
program. If you are interested 
in learning more, or inquiring 
about participation for a new 
student, please be in touch 
with Rabbi Jodie Gordon at 
jgordon@hevreh.org
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LOCAL NEWS

A Tanglewood Havdallah 
with TAA
LENOX – Rabbi Josh Breindel 
will lead a havdallah service 
followed by “John Williams 
Film Night” at Tanglewood on 
Saturday, August 19, at 7 p.m.

John Williams Film Night 
has long been one of Tangle-
wood’s most consistently pop-
ular evenings. Under the baton 
of BSO Music Director Andris 
Nelsons, the program will 
feature classic cinema scores 
by Erich Korngold, Bernard 
Herrmann, and Alex North, as 
well as music by Mr. Williams 
himself. Among the musical 
selections will be pieces from 
the Harry Potter series, E.T., 
and Far and Away. Also on the 
program will be music from 
Mr. Williams’ score to Steven 
Spielberg’s Lincoln, with a spe-
cial guest trumpet soloist.

“I couldn’t be more excited 
for this evening,” said  
Rabbi Breindel. “I’ve been a 
fan of John Williams’ work 
ever since I heard the origi-
nal Star Wars soundtrack. As 

we move through havdallah 
ahead of the performance, I’ll 
share how Jewish mysticism 
and ethics helped me appreci-
ate these movies all the more 
deeply. It’s not for nothing that 
they call me the Sci-Fi Rabbi!”

All are warmly invited 
to attend this musical and 
innovative service. Bring your 
picnic and look for people 
with blue-and-white balloons 
gathered on the Lawn near the 
Visitor’s Center. The service 
is traditionally held overlook-
ing Stockbridge Bowl before 
the evening’s performance. 
Feel free to bring a dessert to 
share!

Tickets can be purchased 
by contacting the BSO at 
www.bso.org or by calling 
(413) 637-1666.

For more information about 
the event, contact the Temple 
Anshe Amunim office at (413) 
442-5910, email templeoffice@
ansheamunim.org or visit 
www.ansheamunim.org.

Pattern and Color – Artworks by  
Molly Pomerance at CAS

GREAT BARRINGTON – Through August 31, 
Congregation Ahavath Sholom will house an 
exhibit of work by Molly Pomerance at The  
Upstairs Art Gallery.

“Pattern and color are the twin impulses 
that drive my work,” writes Pomerance. “Color, 
vibrant and true engages me; pastel subtleties 
somehow rarely match my mood. Pattern, both 
as it appears in the arrangement of objects and 
as it is part of actual design (be it fabric, wall- 
paper, or anything else), fascinates me. I love the 
interplay of patterns with each other, and I try 
to use many different ones in the same picture 
when I can. I also love the variations in pattern 
that arise from the movement of fabric and 
light.” 

Molly Pomerance was born in Warsaw, Po-
land, grew up in Great Britain, and was edu-
cated at St. Hilda’s College, Oxford University, 
where she graduated with a degree in history. 

She came to the USA in 1956, and, since 1973, 
has been dividing her time between New York 
City and Copake Falls. 

After some years doing collage and Mono-
print, she started oil painting, and, occasionally, 
acrylic. She has had many one woman shows. 
To see more of her art, visit MollyPaints.com.

All are welcome. Admission is free. Access 
is available during events and after religious  
services at Congregation Ahavath Sholom and  
by appointment, at 15 North Street, Great  
Barrington.

For more information, visit the Ahavath 
Sholom website at AhavathSholom.com or email 
CASoffice15@gmail.com. 

Also at CAS
On Sunday, August 20, CAS will conduct 

a study session at Tanglewood starting at 
12:30 p.m. Contact CAS for details.

“Chinese Robes” “Green Gourds”

Streit’s Matzo and the  
American Dream 
Screening and talkback with director  
Michael Levine
GREAT BARRINGTON – On  
Sunday, August 20 at 10:30 a.m., 
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire’s 
annual summer film screening at 
The Triplex Cinema will be Streit’s 
Matzo and the American Dream, 
an award-winning documentary 
film tracing an iconic New York 
institution and fifth generation 
family business. Filmmaker 
Michael Levine will introduce 
the film, and stay for a talkback 
following the screening.

Ticket price is $10 at the 
door and seating is limited. 
The Triplex Cinema is located 
at 70 Railroad Street, Great 
Barrington.

Lunch N’ Learn about Maimonides, with  
Professor Alfred Ivry 
GREAT BARRINGTON – On 
four consecutive Wednesdays 
– August 2, 9, 16 & 23 – at 
11:45 a.m., Hevreh of Southern 
Berkshire welcomes Profes-
sor Alfred Ivry for a series of 
classes elaborating on the main 
themes explored in his recent 
book Maimonides’ Guide of 
the Perplexed: A Philosophical 
Analysis. The goal is to make 
Maimonides’ classical text 
more accessible to the interest-
ed reader.

August 2: Description of 
Maimonides’ life and major 
compositions. (Chapters 1 & 2)

August 9: Maimonides’ 
understanding of God and the 

necessity of allegorizing Scrip-
ture. (Chapter 4) 

August 16: Creation, rev-
elation and the role of proph-
ecy in Maimonides’ thought. 
(Chapters 6 & 7)

August 23: Providence, the 
Law, and happiness for Mai-
monides. (Chapters 9 – 11)

These classes are free and 
open to the public

Hevreh is located at 270 
State Road, Great Barrington. 
hevreh.org

For more on Dr. Ivry, please 
see the Maimonides Society 
article on page 1.

The Great Ideas Talk, with 
Dr. Len Saxe
GREAT BARRINGTON – 
On Sunday, August 13 at 
10:30 a.m., Hevreh of Southern 
Berkshire hosts a discussion 
with Dr. Len Saxe on the topic 
“Assimilation, Anti-Semitism, 
and Anti-Israelism: Birthright 
Israel and its Impact on Pro-
gressive Judaism.”

Dr. Saxe is Klutznick 
Professor of Contemporary 
Jewish Studies, the Director of 
the Cohen Center for Modern 
Jewish Studies, and the Stein-
hardt Social Research Institute 

at Brandeis University. He is 
the principal investigator of 
a longitudinal study of Birth-
right Israel and its relationship 
to Jewish engagement.

This event is free and open 
to the public. A light brunch 
will be served.

Hevreh is located at 270 
State Road, Great Barrington. 
hevreh.org

For more on Dr. Saxe’s research, 
please see “Scholar Reflections” 
on page 2.
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Affiliate with a Congregation. 
You, the congregation, and the Jewish  
community benefit when you do.

•	YOU	GET	the	Jewish	enrichment	and	spiritual		
nourishment	you	are	seeking.

•	YOU	GET	the	rabbinical	support	you	need	in	times		
of	joy	and	sorrow.

•	YOU	RECONNECT	with	your	community	and		
your	Jewish	roots.

•	YOU	CAN	PARTICIPATE	in	a	variety	of	services,		
classes,	and	programs	that	keep		Judaism	alive		
and	flourishing	in	Berkshire	County.

•	THE	CONGREGATION	IS	THE	INSTITUTION	that	has		
sustained	the	Jewish	people	for	two	millenia		
throughout	the	world.	Orthodox,	Conservative,		
Reconstructionist,	or	Reform,	the	Jewish	community	wins	
when	you	join	the	congregation	of	your	choice.

The Jewish Federation of the Berkshires  
encourages you to affiliate.

JEWISH EDUCATION 2017/18

Temple Anshe Amunim
Pittsfield

CHAI (Community Hebrew  
Afterschool Initiative)
Pittsfield

CHAI is a partnership between Temple Anshe Amunim 
and Knesset Israel that meets Wednesday afternoons from 4 
to 6 p.m. at TAA. 

This program, offered in conjunction with both syna-
gogues’ Hebrew schools, offers students a supportive atmo-
sphere to gain and refine their Hebrew language and ritual 
leadership skills, as well as collaborative learning about 
Jewish holidays and practices. 

For more information about CHAI, please call the syna-
gogues.

Hevreh of Southern Berkshire
Great Barrington

Hevreh of Southern 
Berkshire, a Reform con-
gregation, is a community 
of learners, from the tiniest 
talmidim (students) to the 
teenagers in confirmation 
class who serve as madri-
chim (counselors), to the 
grown-ups who take care of 
them. 

At Hevreh, each student 
is cared for by knowledge-
able and engaging teachers. 
Each classroom becomes 
a mini-community-with-
in-the-community, where 
values like g’milut chasadim 
(acting lovingly and kindly 
toward others) are modeled. 
Outside of the classroom, 
the goal is to help families 
find ways to live Jewishly 
on Jewish time. The school 
community helps that hap-
pen through lively Shabbat 
experiences, Yachad (which 

means “together”) holiday 
programs, and weekly t’filah 
(prayer) on Sunday morn-
ings. 

Hevreh welcomes inter-
faith families, GLBTQ fami-
lies, new members, first tim-
ers, neighbors, and friends 
to explore what we have to 
offer. For more information, 
or to arrange an in-person 
conversation, be in touch 
with Rabbi Jodie Gordon at 
(413) 528-6378 or by email: 
jgordon@hevreh.org. 

Classes
Hevreh’s religious school 

for grades K-7 meets on 
Sunday mornings from 10 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., with a 
community-wide t’filah at 
noon. 

Hebrew Skills class-
es for grades 3-7 meet on 

Wednesday afternoons from 
4-5:30 p.m., with after-school 
care available from 3-4 p.m. 

Pre-Confirmation/8th 
grade and Confirmation 
classes meet with the rabbis 
twice per month on Sunday 
mornings from 9-10:30 a.m.

The Madrichim (young 
teacher) program is open by 
application to all students 
in our pre-confirmation and 
confirmation classes. 

Tiny Talmidim, a program 
for children 3-5 years old 
and their grown-up (parents, 
grandparents, aunts/uncles 
are all welcome) meets once 
month for hands-on learning 
around Jewish holidays and 
values. 

Religious School begins on 
Sunday, September 10.

Hebrew Skills begins on 
Wednesday, September 13.

Knesset Israel
Pittsfield

The Knesset Israel Hebrew 
School welcomes students 
from age two years, nine 
months through high school. 

Classes facilitated by experi-
enced and enthusiastic teachers 
meet on Saturday mornings at 
this Conservative congregation’s 
Hebrew school. The curriculum 
includes a broad introduction to 
Jewish values, history, prayer, 
holidays, and peoplehood and 
Hebrew language. A spirited 
Junior Congregation, led by 
teenage alumni of the Knesset 
Israel Hebrew School, supple-
ments classroom instruction 
for grades 3-6. Students learn 
to chant Torah in fourth or fifth 
grade and spend an intensive 
seventh grade year preparing 
for their bar/bat mitzvah cele-
bration. 

A one-hour early childhood 
class incorporates music, 
movement and games for the 
youngest learners. Students in 
kindergarten through second 
grade focus on Hebrew litera-
cy, introductory prayer skills, 
Jewish values, holidays and 
Hebrew Through Movement.

Wednesday classes, held in 
partnership with Temple Anshe 
Amunim for elementary school 
students, focus on Hebrew 
reading and creative Torah 
study. This year, accomplished 
art teacher Brandi Dahari will 
join the faculty as a specialist. 
Her classes will offer students 
an opportunity to connect their 

KI teenagers help run the Junior Congregation service

artistic passions with their 
Jewish identity. See the listing 
for the CHAI program.

Teenagers join in a Torah 
study class with Rabbi David 
Weiner on Saturday morn-
ings – this year the course 
will focus on the saga of King 
David. They also have the 
opportunity to tutor younger 
students, assist classroom 
teachers and lead Junior 
Congregation.

Parents are welcome to join 
in a study group for adults 
that meets over coffee and 
muffins from 9 to 10 a.m. on 
Saturday mornings through-
out the school year.

Knesset Israel’s education 
programs focus not only on 
transmitting Jewish knowl-
edge but also on imparting to 
students the value of joining in 
Jewish community. 

At press time, KI’s school 
calendar had not been final-
ized. 

For more information, or 
to register, please contact 
school administrator Eve Ed-
wards, office@knessetisrael.
org, or Rabbi David Weiner, 
rabbiweiner@knessetisrael.
org. The school welcomes 
member and non-member 
students.

The Jewish Federation of the Berkshires has a strong commitment to Jewish youth, helping to provide a high-quality Jewish 
education for more than 165 children and young adults through grants to congregational religious schools across the Berkshires. 
Berkshire County is fortunate to have a diverse Jewish community that offers educational opportunities encompassing a wide 
range of approaches and family preferences. This section offers an overview of local Jewish schools.

Temple Anshe Amunim, a 
Reform Jewish congregation, 
offers religious education 
for students from preschool 
to high school, along with 
evening Hebrew and con-
version classes for adults. 
All programs feature a full 
complement of professional 
educators and a focus on 
Jewish subjects, Hebrew in-
struction, and individualized 
learning.

“Learning is a key Jewish 
value,” said Rabbi Josh 
Breindel. “No matter your 
age or experience, there’s al-
ways something to be gained 
by sitting together with other 
learners. I’m very proud of 
the collaborative model of 
education that our Temple 
community has adopted. I 
love seeing students working 
together to refine new skills, 
pushing beyond their own 
limits.”

The Religious School is 
led by Education Director 
Esther Benari-Altmann, 
recipient of the 2015 Harold 
Grinspoon Award for Excel-
lence in Jewish Education. “I 
believe that all students de-
serve to have the opportuni-
ty to learn “We have worked 
very hard to build a program 
that takes students’ person-
al needs and learning styles 
into consideration,” Esther 
explained. “Rabbi Josh and 
our teachers are all commit-
ted to this idea – we meet 
our students where they are 
and help them grow.”

The program covers 
prayers, holidays, Jewish 
values, Israel, and much 
more. “We believe in hands 
on approach and therefore 
encourage our students 
to lead Kabbalat Shabbat 
services as well as Shabbat 
services, so that they have 
no anxiety when they cele-
brate their bar/bat mitzvah,” 
said Esther.

Religious school classes 
are held on Saturdays at 

Temple Anshe Amunim, 
starting on September 9. 
Group tutoring sessions are 
available for those students 
who wish additional help 
with learning Hebrew. The 
day ends with a community 
celebration of Havdallah – 
the ritual that concludes 
the Sabbath. 

Several times each year, 
TAA holds family education 
programs designed to bring 
families together to celebrate 
and learn with an emphasis 
on l’dor vador (from genera-
tion to generation). Programs 
from last year included a Tu 
Bi’Shevat Seder, Chocolate 
Seder, Yom Ha’Shoah, Yom 
Ha’Atzmaout service and 
Seder, and an end of year 
trip.

TAA Religious School 
offers special instruction 
to students who would like 
to deepen their Tanach 
knowledge and participate 
in the Regional and Nation-
al Chidon Hatanach (Bible 
Contest). In 2016, one of 
their students won the 
Regional Championship and 
participated in the national 
contest in NYC.

TAA also partners with 
Knesset Israel in offering the 
CHAI program (see separate 
listing), and Temple Anshe 
Amunim welcomes learners 
of all ages and backgrounds. 

To learn more about the 
Religious School, please con-
tact Esther Benari-Altmann 
at (413) 442-5910, ext. 12, 
or email eba@ansheamunim.
org or visit www.ansheanu-
mim.org.

“The Temple Anshe 
Amunim religious school has 
strengthened our children’s 
understanding of their faith, 
allowed them to connect 
with other Jewish children, 
provided cultural awareness, 
and fostered a strong under-
standing of what it means to 
be a Jew.”      

— Fisher Family
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LOCAL NEWS

New Jewish Center Breaks Ground 
in Downtown Lenox

LENOX – On Sunday, August 13 
starting at 11 a.m., Chabad of the 
Berkshires will host a groundbreaking 
ceremony for its new home at 17 West 
Street in Lenox, near the Paterson- 
Egleston Monument.

Co-directors Rabbi Levi and Sara 
Volovik founded Chabad of the Berk-
shires in 2004 in Pittsfield, and in 
November 2016, acquired the “Cozy 
Nook Mansion,” a nearly 7000-square-
foot building on 1.5 acres of land. 
The groundbreaking will initiate the 
process of building a permanent home 
that will include a synagogue, social 
hall, kosher kitchen, youth lounge, 
library, classrooms, and a mikvah.

Construction is expected to start 
immediately after the groundbreaking, 

according to Rabbi Levi Volovik, with 
plans for the project to be completed 
by summer of next year. 

This festive groundbreaking event 
will include a buffet brunch, activities, 
and entertainment, along with special 
guests and dignitaries.

“This is the beginning of a new and 
exciting era for the Berkshire Jewish 
community” said Rabbi Volovik. “This 
soon to be state-of-the-art center will 
allow us to better serve our ever- 
expanding community.

“We are looking forward to celebrat-
ing this monumental occasion with 
everyone.”

For more information about Chabad 
of the Berkshires, visit www.jewish-
berkshires.com. 

Artist’s renderings of the new Chabad center in Lenox, with a view of the back of 
the building as seen from the garden (top) and the planned mikvah

Congregation Beth Israel
North Adams

The Congregation Beth Israel 
Community Hebrew School offers 
a vibrant afterschool program in 
the Northern Berkshires for pre-K 
through 7th grade. Classes at this 
Reform synagogue meet on Mon-
days from 3:30-5:15 p.m. and offer 
three distinct classes, plus special 
family and community programming 
throughout the year. 

CBI’s school year begins on 
Monday, September 11, with spe-
cial guest, singer/songwriter Ellen 
Allard, who performs a free con-
cert. All are welcome to join CBI 
for the open house meet and greet. 
Refreshments will be served. 

The pre-K through 3rd grade 
class is taught by Jane Shiyah, a 
school counselor, family coach, sto-
ryteller and magician with 45 years 
of working with children and their 
families. She is assisted by Inquis-
itive Bernard (aka Inky the Wonder 
Dog), a trained therapy dog and state 
certified reading specialist, as well as 
several parent volunteers. This class 
focuses on learning blessings and 
Hebrew letters, hearing Torah stories 
and bringing them to life with drama 
and flair. Jane also leads the CBI 
Ukulele Orchestra. 

The 4th-6th grade class is led by 
Heather Levy, a local teacher and 
artist. She brings Hebrew study 
focusing on prayers and contin-

ued Hebrew learning. Favorite past 
projects have included writing and 
designing Psalm Art, Torah story 
dioramas, game making, giant map-
making (see the 3D table-sized land 
of Israel map in the CBI entryway), 
and more. Student-led conferences, 
where students share from their 
portfolio of work are a vital part of 
all classes. 

The 7th grade B’nai Mitzvah 
class works solely with Rabbi Rachel 
Barenblat. This allows her to focus 
exclusively on their development and 
staying in contact with their families 
during their big year. This class has 
a threefold foundation: The meaning 
of prayer; the world of mitzvot and 
responsible action; and exploring 
Torah closely. Students are given full 
permission to not only ask questions 
but also to agree or disagree with 
what they are learning. 

In addition, CBI offer special 
programming throughout the year, 
including community picnics, field 
trips, concerts, artists-in-residence, 
holiday celebrations, and more. 

To learn more about the CBI 
Community Hebrew School and 
staff, please visit the website at 
www.cbihebrewschool.weebly.com. 
Education director David Arfa, Mag-
gid (storyteller) can be reached at 
david@maggiddavid.net. 

Teacher extraordinaire Jane Shiyah leads CBI religious school students  
in a ukulele jam, as Inky the Wonder Dog considers his escape options

Mazel Tov to…

MAZEL TOV

Federation executive director Dara 
Kaufman and husband Ofer Kaufman 
on their 25th anniversary

c
Cantor Scott Buckner, new spiri-

tual leader at the Israel Congregation 
in Manchester, VT

c
Noah Kramer on his bar mitzvah

c
Federation board of directors mem-

ber Josh Cutler on his recent appoint-
ment as assistant branch manager at 
Pittsfield Cooperative Bank

c
Jarrett Bastow, grandson of Ev  

Bastow, who has been named as 
Administrative Director of the Tulsa 
Youth Symphony. Jarrett, who plays 
bass, is also a member of the Tulsa 
Symphony, Opera and Ballet as well as 
the Symphony of the Northeast Ozarks. 

c
Addie Lentzner, daughter of Joel 

and Nina Lentzner, on her July bat 
mitzvah at Congregation Beth Israel
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Your Federation Presents

Federation Annual Meeting Celebrates a Year of Success 
Speakers share positive messages of engagement and communal outreach

LENOX – On the perfect late 
spring evening of June 14, 
more than 175 community 
members attended Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires’ 
77th annual meeting at the 
Seven Hills Inn. Innkeepers 
Robin Gerson Wong and Denis 
Wong graciously hosted this 
event for the fourth straight 
year.

Opening the meeting with 
a d’var Torah, Rabbi Neil P.G. 
Hirsch of Hevreh of Southern 
Berkshire drew on the week’s 
Torah portion of Shelach to 
explore a message contrasting 
an optimistic and pessimistic 
outlook, and the opportunities 
gained and the pitfalls avoided 
by moving in the positive.

Federation president Judy 

Usow maintained a positive 
vibe in sharing thoughts about 
her first year in the role. 

“Many people have re-
marked how wonderful it 
was that someone young had 
stepped up into a leadership 
position,” she recounted. “This 
last comment always made me 
feel uncomfortable, because 
in reality I’m not that young. 
However, for this small com-
munity and so many others 
like ours, transitioning owner-
ship to the next generation is 
imperative to our survival. 

“I am reminded of that 
essential word from the Torah 
‘Hineni’- Here I am. When we 
are called to action, we may 
not feel that we’re ready. What 
we’re asked to do may not 

be in our comfort zone. But 
when we step up and answer 
the call, we often find great 
opportunities for growth for 
both ourselves and for our 
community.”

In her report, Judy recog-
nized those who have stepped 
up to assume leadership 
positions on the Federation’s 
executive board and board 
of directors. At the meeting, 
the Federation installed to its 
executive board as vice presi-
dents Joshua Bloom and  
Stuart Masters; continuing 
their service are Jennifer 
Sacon as vice-president, Mi-
chael Ury as treasurer, Ellen 
Heffan as secretary, and Amy 
Lindner-Lesser as past presi-
dent. 

Joining the Federa-
tion’s board of directors for 
their first 3-year terms are 
Joshua Cutler, Stephanie 
Ilberg-Lamm, Pattie Lipman, 
and Leonard Schiller. Newly 
nominated directors serving 

for their second 3-year term 
are Judith Cook, Jane Glaser, 
and Jane Miller.

Community Engagement
Executive Director Dara 

Kaufman took the podium 
to describe another year 
of community service and 
achievement for our Federa-
tion. “With your loyal support, 
our 2016 campaign raised 
over $786,000,” she said, 
“This funding has allowed us 
to maintain programming and 
increase our support of hu-
manitarian and social service 
programs for the most frag-
ile Jews in need around the 
world…..especially for children 
and the elderly.”

Kaufman recounted some 
of the year’s highlights: nour-
ishing the minds, bodies, and 
spirits of nearly 500 seniors 
through kosher meals, holiday 
packages and programs; pro-
viding critical educational and 
identity-building experiences 

ANNUAL MEETING, continued 
on page 15

to more than 200 local chil-
dren and teens; and present-
ing more than 100 programs 
that celebrate and enhance 
Jewish life in the region and 
connect us to the wider Jewish 
world.

She also spoke about 
meeting challenges created by 
a wave of anti-Semitic acts, 
prejudice, and incivility that 
affected Jewish communities 
across the nation, including 
the Berkshires. Federation 
was instrumental in devel-
oping enhanced community 
security protocols, providing 
security training for its affil-
iates in conjunction with the 
Anti-Defamation League and 
FBI, and speaking out against 
anti-Semitism and all forms of 
hate in our local community. 

Said Kaufman: “Despite the 
need to sometimes focus in-
wards, we know that the strug-
gle against anti-Semitism does 
not take place in a vacuum.  It 
is part of a larger struggle to 
build a respectful, just, and 
tolerant community, where we 
not only feel safe to express our 
Judaism, but are able to listen 
and have empathy for the 
struggles of others. 

With this in mind Federa-
tion focused on collaborating 
with other nonprofits, host-
ing speakers from numerous 
local organizations including 
the Berkshire chapter of the 
NAACP, the Refugee Reset-
tlement program of Jewish 
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Thank you for a Wonderful Major Donors Breakfast!
We were thrilled that more than 170 major donors came together to support 

and celebrate Federation’s impact at our 2017 Major Donors Breakfast on July 
16. We are deeply grateful to event co-chairs Marilyn and Elie Katzman and the 
host committee for their dedication and support in bringing this wonderful event 
to fruition. 

Marilyn spoke movingly of how Federation helped a local couple get back on 
their feet after simultaneously struggling with complications following the birth of 
their daughter and the husband’s unexpected and debilitating cancer diagnosis. 
She recounted how a Federation special assistance grant helped this grateful family 
obtain a home close to their doctors and a permit required to resume their busi-
ness, allowing them to move forward with their still challenging lives.

Speaking passionately, Elie said: “All of us in this room love the Berkshires. 
Whether we are full time or part time residents, this is our community.  It is a 

reflection of who we are… Many of us have said to each other how blessed we are 
to have the ability to give, and to live in a place where people care for each other.  
Federation provides opportunities for all of us to learn, grow, and celebrate Jew-
ish life together.”

Guest speaker Mark Ludwig regaled the gathered with vivid stories about life 
in the Terezin concentration camp, and of the inspiring people who survived it. 
Tying his talk to the theme of this year’s event – resilience – Ludwig shared stories 
of how people elevated the human spirit by creating and sharing art in the most 
hopeless of circumstances.

The 2017 Campaign is off to a strong start, having raised over $613,000 
thanks to so many full and part time residents who have stepped up to bring the 
spirit of our caring community to those who need it most.
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hostility. Again, the problem 
is concentrated on a relatively 
small number of campuses. 
Hostility to Israel is often at 
the base of hostility to Jews. 
Schools that are hostile to Is-
rael are, for the most part, the 
schools that host the antisem-
itism virus. Nasty critique of 
Israel morphs into Jews being 
blamed for the actions of the 
Israeli government. It is not 
that students view any criti-
cism of Israel as hostile and/
or antisemitic. They accept 
criticism, but it crosses the line 
when, for example, Israelis are 
called Nazis for their treatment 
of Palestinians.

Although our studies of 
Jewish students suggests that 
there is a problem on some 
campuses, our campus- 
specific studies of Jewish and 
non-Jewish students suggest 
that antisemitic and anti-Israel 
incidents are relatively minor 
in the context of other issues 
on that campus. Our studies 
of large representative samples 
of all students at Brandeis, 
Harvard, University of Penn-
sylvania, and the University 
of Michigan suggest that the 
Jewish – non-Jewish relations 
and the Israel-Palestinian 
conflict are at the very bottom 
of overall student concerns. 
The BDS (Boycott, Divest-
ment, Sanctions) movement, 
which has galvanized a furious 
response by the Jewish com-
munal world, is barely visible 
on students’ radar. Racism, 
sexism, the cost of college and 
the quality of food on campus, 
are far more important. At the 
top of nearly every student’s 
concerns are personal issues – 
feelings of anomie, anxiety and 
mental health concerns.

Surely, however, there are 
effects of anti-Jewish rhetoric 
and BDS groups. One effect is 
that Jewish students don’t feel 
comfortable expressing their 
opinions, in particular, about 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
They don’t want to be hassled 

and, often, they don’t feel they 
know enough to participate in 
a debate. There’s no evidence 
that these incidents force them 
to change their views. To the 
contrary, it often promotes “in-
group solidarity” – encourag-
ing Jewish students to affiliate 
with one another and to learn 
about Israel.

The picture I am paint-
ing of campuses is not the 
dire portrait of “campuses on 
fire,” where Jewish students 
hide their identities and fear 
expressing their Judaism. To 
be sure, there are campuses 
where there are organized  
anti-Israel/anti-Jewish 
groups. They can be loud 
and obnoxious, but concern 
with these groups, the BDS 
movement in particular, takes 
our focus away from a more 
important de-
velopment: This 
is a golden age 
of Jewish life on 
campuses. Higher 
education is now 
near-universal for 
Jewish students 
who are accepted 
everywhere and 
are significantly 
over-represented 
at the best col-
leges. Hillel is no 
longer the backwater of Jewish 
communal engagement and, 
along with Chabad, serves the 
needs of Jewish students at 
levels never-before seen. Jews 
constitute a high proportion of 
faculty, as well.

Perhaps the most remark-
able development, however, is 
that Jewish and Israel studies 
are flourishing. When my in-
stitution, Brandeis University, 
was founded in 1948, Judaic 
studies was the sole prov-
ince of seminaries. Brandeis 
pioneered secular Judaic 
studies and, today, virtually 
no respectable university lacks 
Jewish studies courses. Even 
more important, during the 
last ten years, also spearhead-
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ed by Brandeis, Israel Studies 
has become one of the fastest 
growing areas of study. Israel 
is being taught, not just as a 
site of historical import or the 
epicenter of a conflict, but as a 
complex 21st century society.

There is a Judaic concept, 
Elu v’Elu, which comes from 
the story of a dispute between 
disciples of Hillel and Shamai 
about a matter of Jewish law. 
A commentary tells us that a 
heavenly voice intervenes in 
the dispute, saying “elu v’elu.” 
Both judgments are the word 
of God, but Hillel’s version is 
to be the law because his fol-
lowers acknowledged the views 
of Shamai. The idea is that 
there are two correct answers, 
both of which have to be ac-
knowledged, even if we have to 
make a decision to follow one.

So, I want to acknowledge 
antisemitism and anti- 

Israelism on campuses. But I 
want to focus our attention on 
how to promote and protect 
pro-Jewish, pro-Israel activ-
ities. Our vulnerability may 
not be that there are some 
for whom hatred of Jews is a 
chronic malignancy, it is that 
we have not done enough to 
educate Jews and non-Jews 
about who we are and what 
we stand for. Our most acute 
failing is that we have not 
effectively imparted Jewish 
values – a system of thought 
and action – to our children 
and grandchildren.

Our greatest threat is not 
antisemitism, but failing to 
pass on love of Judaism, love 
of Israel, and love of fellow 

Jews. Since the Shoah, just in 
America, more Jews have been 
lost to assimilation than were 
murdered in the Shoah. There 
are now 7.2 million American 
Jews, but under Israel’s law 
of return which grants citi-
zenship if you have Jewish 
grandparents – the number 
of eligible Americans is nearly 
14 million. Importantly, how-
ever, we have seemed to have 
turned a corner. For the first 
time in American Jewish histo-
ry, our population is increas-
ing NOT due to immigration.

One reason for the increase 
can be traced to what is hap-
pening on campuses and the 
success of efforts to engage 
young Jews. At the center is 
Birthright Israel – which this 
summer will bring 25,000 
young Jews to Israel and has, 
over the last 17 years, engaged 
600,000 Jewish young adults. 

Birthright Israel is not a 
panacea for all of the ills 
of Jewish education, but 
for now it is the most im-
portant effort to ensure 
that young Jews will feel 
a sense of connection to 
their fellow Jews and to 
Israel. It is, by the way, 
the only Jewish educa-
tional program that is 
being studied using 
systematic experimental 
methods – and the only 

program to have “hard” evi-
dence of its long term  
success.

There’s a famous essay by 
the founder of Brandeis’ Jewish 
Studies program, Shimon 
Rawidowicz, entitled the “Ever 
Dying People.” Rawidowicz 
observed that in every genera-
tion Jews have worried about 
their survival and believed that 
they would be the last Jews. 
What, he asks, is the secret to 
our survival? It is “our worry.” 
So, let’s worry, let’s be vigilant, 
but also recognize how much 
we have accomplished and 
our privilege to live in a free 
society. Hate and threats of 
violence may be in the air – not 
only directed at Jews – but, 

There are now 7.2 million  
American Jews, but under  
Israel’s law of return which 

grants citizenship if you have 
Jewish grandparents – the  

number of eligible Americans  
is nearly 14 million.

LEONARD SAXE, continued from page 2

LEONARD SAXE, 
continued on next page

thankfully, we are mostly free 
of the enmity that forced our 
forbearers to flee persecution 
and pogroms.

I want to return briefly 
to Ebs Weilheimer’s story. 
You may have wondered how 
– if she didn’t want to talk 
about it – I know the details 
of her story. I know because 
when she was liberated, after 
surviving the death march to 
Ravensbruck, the Red Cross 
brought her back to Ameron-
gen, to the home where she 
had been arrested. She went 
there hoping to be reunited 
with her husband. But that 
was not to be, for he had been 
“selected” for death. In an 
effort to let her family know 
of her fate, she wrote a letter, 
detailing in ordinary prose the 
most gruesome movements of 
her captivity. One copy went 
to a cousin in California, who 
happened to be related to 
Arthur Sulzberger, publisher 
of the New York Times.

In 2005, a journalism 
professor – Laurel Leff – wrote 
a book, Buried by the Times, 
an account of how the most 
important newspaper of the 
day knew, but failed to report 
on the Nazi murder of the 
Jews. Leff discovered Ebs’ 
letter in Sulzberger’s archives, 
with a note from him to the 
editor of the magazine, saying 
“you will be interested [in this 
letter] … but I don’t suppose 
it will be of any news value.” 
Ebs’ story framed the penul-
timate chapter of Leff’s book. 
Even after the war, and their 
failure to publish what they 
knew about “final solution,” 
the Times couldn’t bring itself 
to chronicle how a Jew was 
targeted by the Nazis. The 
sad irony is that it was fear 
of antisemitism that silenced 
our country’s most prominent 
journalistic voice.

Ebs got to America because 
a fellow Nuremberger – Harry 
Weilheimer – who had tak-
en the same path through 
Amsterdam, but made it here 
in the nick of time, returned 
to Europe in a US soldier’s 
uniform. He found Ebs and 
helped her come to the US, 
where they later married. Har-
ry was my wife’s uncle and, 
because of what happened to 
Ebs in Block 10, Marion was a 
surrogate daughter. I knew the 
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LEONARD SAXE, continued from previous page

rough outlines of the story – 
there was a family copy of the 
letter – but it too might have 
remained buried had not it 
been necessary for a contem-
porary scholar to try to figure 
out why so many, who were 
so powerful had, for so long, 
remained silent.

We need to confront 
antisemitism, and prevent 
it from evolving into violent 
hatred, but the challenge is to 
know when to speak and when 
to remain silent; when to 
focus on the haters and when 
to ensure that we, as Jews, 
know who and what we are 
and love what it is that makes 
us a unique people. Our fear 
of antisemitism should not 
deter us from speaking out, 
but if we seek to ensure that 
our children and children’s 
children can lead Jewish lives 
without fear, our focus needs 
to be on creating communities 
of meaning and purpose. We 
will not ensure Jewish con-
tinuity by preventing hatred 
or by telling our children that 
they must be Jewish to deny 
Hitler a posthumous victory, 
they need to understand why. 
It is a more difficult, but even 
more urgent task.

I have a favorite Jewish 
text, Kohellet (Ecclesiastes). 
Pashut (simply put), it’s a cyni-
cal take on the human condi-
tion. Narrated by the putative 
King Solomon – who had all 

the wealth and wisdom one 
could possess – it is a rumi-
nation on mortality. It’s about 
the choices we make and we 
how to infuse our brief lives 
with meaning. I would like to 
close with a few lines from the 
text: 

Everything has an ap-
pointed season, and there 
is a time for every matter 
under the heaven.

A time to give birth and a 
time to die; a time to plant 
and a time to uproot.

A time to kill and a time to 
heal; a time to break and 
a time to build.

A time to cast stones and 
a time to gather stones; 
a time to embrace and a 
time to refrain.

A time to rend and a time 
to sew; a time to be silent 
and a time to speak.

In my own words: May each 
of us be empowered with the 
wisdom and compassion to 
know – elu v’elu – how to con-
front antisemitism and the evil 
that afflicts our world, while 
we never losing sight of that 
which is beautiful and mean-
ingful about our tradition.

May the courage, the tenac-
ity, the indomitable spirit of 
the life of Elsbeth Weilheimer 
inspire us and be for an ev-
erlasting memory. Ken yehi 
ratzon.

Family Service, Multicultural 
Bridge, and Rainbow Seniors. 

“In a small community like 
the Berkshires, we cannot 
exist in a silo, not within the 
Jewish community and not 
within the broader community. 
Opportunities like these help 
us build alliances and develop 
an ongoing dialogue.”

Star Students
Judith Cook, the Feder-

ation’s scholarship chair, 
introduced the recipients of 
the Henry Simkin and Frances 
Simkin Schiller and Dr. Stanley 
and Faye Simkin Scholarship, 
given to Jewish high school 
seniors who have demonstrat-
ed high academic achievement 
and leadership in the Jewish 
and broader communities. 

This year’s recipients are:
Jonah Alemany

Active in the Yachad and 
the PYFTY youth groups of 
Temple Anshe Amunim, Jonah 
has held multiple youth lead-
ership roles including a two 
terms as co-president and two 
years as the community repre-
sentative on the Board of the 
North American Federation of 
Temple Youth. He has cooked 
lasagna for local soup kitchens, 
wrapped presents for those in 
need, and cleaned our Jewish 
cemeteries. 

While attending URJ Kutz 
camp, he had the opportunity 
to hear transgendered teens 

share their experienc-
es. He later turned this 
experience into social 
action by asking his 
temple to make their 
new bathroom a gender 
neutral space. 

Jonah will be attend-
ing Curry College this 
fall, where he has been 
accepted into the hon-
ors program majoring 
in communications. 
Hannah Weeks

President of the 
National Honor Society 
and captain of the Pitts-
field High School cross coun-
try running team, Hannah 
is also comfortable playing 
games and creating Shabbat 
appropriate crafts as a vol-
unteer assistant in Knesset 
Israel’s pre-school class.

Hannah has been most 
inspired by the time she has 
spent tutoring students for 
their bat mitzvahs, shaping 
the lives of her students to 
also become conscientious 
young Jewish adults who will 
go on to help others and fur-
ther build and strengthen our 
community. 

In this role, she found her 
love of learning and dedication 
to helping others. She hopes 
to continue in her aspiration 
to become an emergency room 
doctor.

Hannah will be attending 
Union College, where she is 

ANNUAL MEETING, continued from page 12

planning a double track of 
pre-medicine and Spanish. 

News from Campus
 The evening conclud-

ed with a keynote speaker, 
Brandeis University professor 
Leonard Saxe, who addressed 
issues of intolerance against 
Jewish students on college 
campuses, sharing results of 
recent research that paint a 
far different portrait than is 
generally presented in both 
the Jewish and mainstream 
press. His overall optimism 
was tempered by his belief 
that more must be done by 
families and communities 
to build Jewish identity and 
knowledge to prepare college 
students for the challenges 
they may encounter.
[For a full transcript of Profes-
sor Saxe’s enlightening ad-
dress, please see page 2.] 
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Summer Discussion Communities at Hevreh
GREAT BARRINGTON – 
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire 
continues its compelling sea-
son of Discussion Communi-
ties, which allow participants 
to learn about a wide range of 
subjects from savvy present-
ers, and share their own ideas 
in a group setting. Events are 
open to all, and are free.

Sexuality, with Dr. Bonnie 
Saks
Monday, August 7, 9:30 – 
11 a.m. 

This session will investigate 
sexual fantasies. How do men 
and women fantasize, and 
how are they different? Hevreh 
member Dr. Saks is a Clinical 
Professor of Psychiatry at the 
University of South Florida, 
where she teaches Human 
Sexuality to medical students 
and residents.

What Does The Jewish  
Imagination Tell Us About 
Health and Healing?
Thursday, August 3, 3:30 – 
5 p.m.

Led by Rabbi William  
Cutter, participants will 
discuss selections from the 
Talmud, Jewish mysticism, 
and Modern Hebrew literature 
that illuminate care for the 
needy and ill from a Jewish 
point of view. The conversation 
will include Heschel’s critique 
of the Jewish attention to 
privacy issues, the relation-

ship of Zionism to health and 
healing, and some surprises 
from our most creative modern 
thinkers. 

Rabbi William Cutter, 
retired HUC/JIR Professor of 
Literature and Human Rela-
tions, is a widely-recognized 
educator and author, as well 
as a summer resident of the 
Berkshires.

Studying the Talmud
Tuesdays, August 8, 15, 22 & 
29, 9:30 – 11 a.m. 

Hevreh member Sid Freund 
returns for the popular sum-
mer sessions of Talmud study. 
The group will read Talmud 
(Steinsaltz edition) and engage 
in spirited debate on the mer-
its of each case. Knowledge of 
Hebrew is not a prerequisite, 
and each session stands on 
its own, so come to as many 
sessions as you like.

Talking About the Holocaust
Thursday, August 10, 3:30 – 
5 p.m.

Come together for a session 
to talk about the Holocaust. 
Share what you think you 
know, what you would like to 
know, what you wish others 
knew, what questions you 
have, and why you think they 
are important. The discus-
sion should be provocative. 
Answers may be ephemeral. 
Moderated by Hevreh member 
Lou Levine.

What You Probably Didn’t 
Know About the Nuremberg 
Trials
Monday, August 14, 9:30 – 
11 a.m.

Most people are aware of 
the post-WW II Nuremberg 
trials of Nazi war criminals, 
including that of Hermann 
Göring. Less well known are 
the decisions made only a 
few years later to commute 
the sentences of numerous 
war criminals convicted at 
Nuremberg for crimes against 
humanity.

Hevreh member Stu  
Schweitzer will discuss the 
circumstances surround-
ing the Nuremberg and 
post-Nuremberg proceed-
ings including the realpolitik 
thinking following the trials. 
Stu is a student of the  
Holocaust, and a docent at 
the Holocaust Museum and 
Education Center of SW  
Florida.

Behind the Scenes: Making 
Tootsie
Thursday, August 17, 3:30 – 
5 p.m.

Presented by Susan  
Dworkin, a well-known au-
thor, playwright, lecturer, 
and social historian. As the 
only journalist that director 
Sydney Pollack and Colum-
bia Pictures permitted on the 
set and in the editing room, 

Susan conducted in-depth in-
terviews not only with Pollack 
and Dustin Hoffman, but also 
with the costume designer, 
film editors, and co-stars Teri 

Garr, Bill Murray, Dabney 
Coleman, and many others.

Hevreh is located at 270 
State Road, Great Barrington.

Art and Soul
By Bobbi Cohn

PITTSFIELD/NORTH ADAMS 
– What do a museum and 
vacant churches have in com-
mon? Very little, unless you 
are North Adams artist and 
innovator Eric Rudd.

It all began 30 years ago, 
when he wanted to make huge 
abstract sculptural “icebergs” 
but needed to figure out how 
to accomplish that. He man-
aged to get himself “invited” to 
GE Plastics in Pittsfield, where 
they let him use a multimil-
lion dollar industrial plastics 
blow-molder. They also gave 
him 4,000 pounds of Lexan (a 
polycarbonate resin) and the 
services of an engineer and an 
operator, and then let him cre-
ate for a week at their research 
and development facility. Thus 

began a love affair with the 
Berkshires.

Fast-forward several years, 
and Eric was looking for “out-
rageous space for a ridiculous 
price.” When he found two 
abandoned churches in North 
Adams, one of which he pur-
chased “for the price of a car,” 
he knew he had hit paydirt.

This summer, the church-
es, which have evolved into 
Berkshire Art Museum, will 
be hosting an exhibition of 30 
artists.

Join Knesset Israel on 
Wednesday, September 6 at 
11:30 a.m., for lunch at KI 
followed by a trip upcounty 
to Berkshire Art Museum for 
a guided tour of the exhibits 
with owner/artist, Eric Rudd. 

Cost is $39 per person, all 
inclusive.

Register by September 1 at 
(413) 445-4872, ext. 10, and 
mail a check to Knesset Israel, 
16 Colt Rd, Pittsfield, MA 
01201. You can register online 
at www.knessetisrael.org.

“Tikkun Olam: To Repair the 
World”— A Tribute to Peter, 
Paul and Mary
PITTSFIELD – 
During the 1960s, 
the torch of socially 
conscious Amer-
ican folk music 
was passed down 
from the likes of 
Woody Guthrie 
and the Weavers, 
to the Greenwich 
Village-based 
performers Peter, 
Paul, and Mary. 

As a follow-up 
to last year’s 
Pete Seeger tribute, a team 
of musicians and vocalists 
collaborate this summer con-
tinuing the theme of “Tikkun 
Olam: To Repair the World” 
with an evening of highlights 
from the trio known familiarly 
as Peter, Paul, and Mary. 

The concert will take place 
at Knesset Israel on Sunday, 
August 13, at 7 p.m. Dessert, 
coffee, and “schmoozing” 
will follow the music, when 
friends old and new linger 
in the 60’s mood created by 
event co-sponsors Temple 
Anshe Amunim and Knesset 
Israel.

Talented locals performing 
include Dr. Alan Gold, Gerald 
Link, Jackie Shayer, Jonathan 
Denmark, Lesley Herzberg, 
Paul Bernstein, Rabbi Josh 
Breindel, Stephanie Bennett, 

Steven Skoblow, and Jesse 
Waldinger. In addition to com-
positions written by trio mem-
bers, other featured songwrit-
ers include Bob Dylan, John 
Denver, Gordon Lightfoot, and 
Pete Seeger. 

Come to sing along with 
such familiar hits as “Leaving 
on a Jet Plane,” “Blowin’ in 
the Wind,” “Where Have all the 
Flowers Gone?” and many oth-
ers. Learn the true subtext of 
“Puff, the Magic Dragon,” and 
why “I Dig Rock ‘n’ Roll Music” 
doesn’t mean what people 
think it means. 

Tickets are $20, and may 
be charged at (413) 445-4872, 
ext. 10 or 16 or purchased 
in advance at the main office 
Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road, 
Pittsfield, during office hours.
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Harold Grinspoon, the founder of PJ Library, reads one of the 
program’s books with a gaggle of children. 

PJ Library’s Free Books for Kids Spur Jewish Connections, Study Finds

LOCAL NEWS

receive each month not only 
help them feel more capable 
of raising Jewish children, but 
also make them more excited 
to pass on the traditions and 
beliefs they cherished in their 
own childhoods or have come 
to cherish as adults.”

The survey also found that 
subscribers’ had relatively 
high Jewish involvement. 
While the 2013 Pew Research 
Center’s study of American 
Jews found that 30 percent do 
not affiliate with a denomina-
tion, the number was only 10 
percent for PJ Library sub-
scribers.

And while the Pew study 
found that the intermarriage 
rate since 2000 is 58 percent, 
it’s less than half that, 28 
percent, among PJ Library 
subscribers.

The study’s authors said 

they were not surprised that 
PJ Library families are more 
likely than the general pop-
ulation to be affiliated with 
Jewish organizations, since 
families usually hear about 
the program through syna-
gogues, federations or Jewish 
community centers.

Among subscribers, satis-
faction rates are high. Nearly 
two-thirds of subscribers, 
according to the study, read 
the books at least weekly, 
and 95 percent read them at 
least once a month. Virtually 
all respondents — 99 percent 
— said they have been “in-
fluenced or supported by PJ 
Library.” A majority of fami-
lies responded that the books 
made them more likely to use 
a charity box or to increase 
their Jewish involvement in 

NEW YORK (JTA) – Families 
that receive free Jewish chil-
dren’s books from the Massa-
chusetts-based PJ Library say 
the program has helped them 
feel more connected to their 
Jewish communities, with 
interfaith families especially 
saying it has spurred them to 
celebrate Jewish holidays and 
Shabbat and to learn more 
about Judaism, a new study 
found.

The study, released in June 
by PJ Library and the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation, found 
that 69 percent of participating 
families say the program has 
helped them feel more con-
nected to their Jewish commu-

nities, whether by attending 
programs run by PJ Library 
itself or activities run by local 
Jewish institutions.

Respondents also say the 
program helps them feel “more 
knowledgeable and confident” 
about how to engage in Jewish 
traditions with their children 
(83 percent), and 91 percent 
say the program is a valuable 
parenting tool.

More than half of inter-
married couples who sub-
scribe said the program 
influences their family to 
celebrate Shabbat, and 64 
percent said it influences 
them to observe Jewish  
holidays. Nearly 90 percent 

of intermarried respondents 
said the books helped them 
learn more about Judaism, 
according to the triennial 
survey.

More than 25,000 users re-
sponded to the survey, which 
was conducted with the exter-
nal evaluation firm Informing 
Change.

The program, launched in 
2005 by the Grinspoon Foun-
dation, now sends one book a 
month and occasional music 
CDs to 170,000 children ages 
6 months to 8 years among 
125,000 families in the United 
States and Canada. A paral-
lel program, Sifriyat Pijama, 
operates in Israel. PJ Library 
estimates that its books are 
read 6.5 million times a year. 
Local Jewish federations and 
other institutions partner with 
the foundation in covering 
costs.

The findings confirm the 
goals of the program’s found-
ers, who hoped that bringing 
parents and children together 
over Jewish-themed books 
would not just be worthwhile 
in its own right, but inspire 
them to connect with other 
Jewish programs and institu-
tions.

“We take seriously that each 
night parents are inviting us to 
join their family during one of 
the day’s most treasured mo-
ments before bedtime,” Winnie 
Sandler Grinspoon, president 
of the Harold Grinspoon Foun-
dation, said in a statement. 
“Parents have told us that the 
PJ Library books their families Rabbi Deborah Zecher

“Who By Fire: A Shabbat in 
Song,” with Rabbi Emerita 
Deborah Zecher
GREAT BARRINGTON – With 
the month of Elul arriving on 
August 23, a period of reflec-
tion and preparation for the 
High Holy Days begins. On 
Friday, August 25 at 7:30 p.m., 
Hevreh of Southern Berk-
shire’s Rabbi Emerita Deborah 
Zecher returns to the bimah 
for a special Shabbat of poetry 
and song, using the text and 
context of the late Leonard 
Cohen’s life and music. 

A festive oneg will follow. 
This event is free and open to 
the public

Hevreh is located at 270 
State Road, Great Barrington. 
hevreh.org

PJ LIBRARY,  
continued on page 18
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NEW  2-YEAR-OLD PROGRAM

Learn more about the school that intentionally  
balances a comprehensive, challenging curriculum  
with the culture and spirit of the Berkshires. 
Preschool through Grade 9: Now Enrolling

Schedule a visit today! berkshirecountryday.org 
413.637.0755 x116   admissions@berkshirecountryday.org 

55 Interlaken Rd (Route 183), Stockbridge, MA

New programs 
for Fall 2017!

EXPANDED 

BUS SERVICE 

THROUGHOUT 

BERKSHIRE  

AND COLUMBIA 

COUNTIES.

INTENTIONAL.  
INDEPENDENT.  

INSPIRED.

Rabbi Pamela Wax

Shayna Kantor

LOCAL NEWS

Rabbi Pamela Wax at KI Lunch and Learn
PITTSFIELD – On Saturday, 
August 26, Rabbi Pamela Wax 
will be the featured speaker 
for a Lunch and Learn session 
following the Shabbat morn-
ing service at Knesset Israel. 
Her talk is titled “Mussar: The 
Jewish Art and Practice of Cul-
tivating Character.”

Rabbi Pamela Wax serves 
as the staff rabbi and spiritual 
care coordinator at Westchester 
Jewish Community Services, 
a large Jewish social service 
agency in New York. There she 
offers individual pastoral coun-
seling and spiritual direction 
and facilitates spiritual support 
groups for issues such as be-
reavement, caregiving, divorce, 
illness, and estranged families. 
She also leads spiritual jour-
neying groups such as spiri-
tual memoir, meditation, wise 
aging, and Mussar (the Hebrew 
term “mussar” is from the book 
of Proverbs 1:2, and means 

moral conduct, instruction, or 
discipline). 

“Mussar is a hopeful 
Jewish spiritual practice of 
cultivating character,” explains 
Rabbi Wax. “How do we as 
individuals work with anger, 
faith, impatience, and fear? 
How do we nurture the values 
of compassion, generosity, 
gratitude, and responsibility? 
Mussar offers specific tools to 
help cultivate these virtues. 
During this session of learn-
ing, we will also explore the 
history, literature, and experi-
ential practice of Mussar.”

Mussar has been Rabbi 
Wax’s passion as a student and 
teacher for the past 17 years. 
She leads many Mussar groups 
(including one for rabbis and 
cantors), travels widely to 
teach it, and was the co-au-
thor of Pitchei haLevavot, a 
weekly Mussar Torah com-
mentary offered through the 

Institute for Jewish 
Spirituality in 2016-
2017. She is also 
the author of two 
forthcoming curric-
ula on Mussar, one 
for teens and one for 
adults, through the 
Chai Mitzvah educa-
tion project, and is 
working on several 
other Mussar- 
related manuscripts, 
as well. 

Rabbi Wax was 
the rabbi of Congre-
gation Beth Israel 
in North Adams 
from 1996 to 2000, 

and the assistant director 
of the Department of Adult 
Jewish Learning at the Union 
of American Hebrew Congre-
gations (now the URJ, 2000-
2003). She is a former global 
justice fellow for the American 
Jewish World Service and a 
graduate of the first rabbinic 
cohort of the Institute for Jew-
ish Spirituality. Pam lives both 
in Bronx, NY and North Adams 
with her husband, Chaim 
Bronstein. 

Please reserve lunch in  
advance by Wednesday,  
August 23. KI’s Kiddush 
Fund will provide lunch at 
no cost to attendees. Visitors 
are welcome to the service 
(beginning at 9:30 a.m.), and 
lunch and program will be at 
16 Colt Road, Pittsfield. Call 
(413) 445-4872, ext. 10.

Local Middle Schooler 
Places Third in USC Shoah 
Foundation Documentary 
Challenge
STOCKBRIDGE – In June, 
the USC Shoah Foundation 
announced that Shayna 
Kantor of Lenox, an eighth 
grader at Berkshire Country 
Day School, placed third in 
the 2017 national IWitness 
Video Challenge. Inspired by 
the Shoah Foundation’s Holo-
caust archives, Shayna’s doc-
umentary Are You Listening? 
raises awareness and empa-
thy for the deaf community. 

A student of American Sign 
Language, Shayna made Are 
You Listening? as a way of 
giving back to the deaf com-
munity. “In a way, I was able 
to experience their culture, 
and I thought that I should 
give back,” said Shayna, the 
daughter of Dr. Herb Kantor 
and Dr. Lisa Kantor. 

During this project, Shayna 
engaged the Berkshire  
Country Day School kinder-
garten class in a year-long 
study of sign language. “The 
kindergarten class is adorable 
and I love them, and I thought 
this could influence them, so 
that when they are older they 
may be inspired to go out and 
also work with the deaf com-
munity, too,” she said. Shayna 
and her family are quick to 
credit tutor Maureen Lenti 
with her success. “Maureen 
was Shayna’s dedicated and 
thoughtful American Sign Lan-
guage tutor who worked with 
Shayna for two years, giving 
her the skills and confidence 
to teach the kindergarten stu-
dents beginning ASL,” said her 
mother Dr. Lisa Kantor. 

This is the fourth year of 
the IWitness challenge and the 
fourth year that history teach-
er Sarah Pitcher-Hoffman’s 
eighth grade students entered 
and placed as finalists. Of the 

eighth grade class’s partici-
pation, Pitcher-Hoffman said, 
“The IWitness project has 
become an integral part of 
the eighth grade curriculum; 
first because of its connection 
to the Holocaust, which the 
students study in both 7th 
and 9th grades, and secondly 
because of its connection to 
service.” 

IWitness is an education-
al website developed by USC 
Shoah Foundation – The 
Institute for Visual History 
and Education that provides 
access to nearly 1,300 full-life 
histories, testimonies from 
survivors and witnesses to the 
Holocaust and other geno-
cides for guided exploration. 
IWitness Video Challenge 
asks students to submit short 
videos to show how they were 
inspired by testimony to make 
positive choices and create 
value in their community. The 
contest is open to middle and 
high school students across 
the United States and Canada. 
Inspired by the testimonies 
of Holocaust survivors, the 
activities are designed to be 
participatory, academic, and 
student-driven.

some other way, and 83 percent said it helps them feel more knowledgeable and 
confident about how to engage in Jewish traditions with their children.

“Books are a natural way to invite people into a global community and to pass 
values and traditions onto the next generation, ensuring our children and their 
children grow up connected to their Jewish heritage,” said Harold Grinspoon, a 
real estate developer in western Massachusetts and the founder of PJ Library.

Responses to the study, which was funded by the Harold Grinspoon Founda-
tion, were gathered between November 2016 and January 2017. The study had a 
one percent margin of error.

Local Survey Results
Currently 122 children in the Berkshires are signed up for PJ Library,  

locally funded by the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires and the Spitz  
Tuchman Family Fund. Here is how local PJ families responded to  

key survey questions.

Community Involvement: Families who...
Are interested in getting more con-
nected to local Jewish organizations, 
activities, and/or people – 65% 

Attended a program for young Jewish 
families in the last year – 64%

Experience at Home: Families who say...
They are satisfied with their PJ Library 
books and resources  – 100%

They are very likely to recommend 
PJ Library to their friends and family 
members  – 91%

PJ Library has increased their con-
fidence to engage with their children 
regarding Jewish traditions, values, 
and/or customs  – 78% 

Intermarried families who report… 
PJ Library has increased their confidence 
to engage with their children regard-
ing Jewish traditions, values, and/or  
customs  – 92%

PJ Library has made them more in-
terested in Jewish traditions, values, 
and/or customs  – 95% 

PJ Library has been a valuable  
parenting tool  – 87% 

PJ Library has supported them in build-
ing upon or adding a Jewish tradition 
to their home life  – 96% 

PJ Library has supported them in 
conversations about Jewish traditions, 
values, and/or customs  – 96% 

PJ Library has helped them think about 
the kind of Jewish practice they want 
to have in their home  – 86%

PJ LIBRARY, continued from page 17
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Traveling with Jewish Taste 
The Gefilte Manifesto
By Carol Goodman Kaufman

Fair warning: The recipes 
in The Gefilte Manifesto: New 
Recipes for Old World Jewish 
Foods are strictly Ashkenazi, 
so you won’t find a recipe for 
falafel, shakshuka, or a nice 
sabich. But the Ashkenazi rec-
ipes you will find are not nec-
essarily exactly like Bubbie’s. 
The authors, Jeffrey Yoskowitz 
and Liz Alpern, have added 
some interesting updates to 
their Old Country dishes, so 
you’ll find everything from a 
kimchi-stuffed cabbage to a 
pierogi stuffed with lentils and 
chard. But then, you’ll also 
find a nice, traditional haman-
taschen.

Before I get into the recipes 
themselves, let me vent my 
displeasure with the publisher. 
I’ve said it before and I’ll say it 
again: Cookbooks need to have 
bindings that allow the book to 
lie flat! My JNF blue box had 
to be put into service to hold 
down the pages. (The upside 
was that I realized it was time 
to turn it in to the Hadassah 
lady.)

Now, for the food. I started 
off in the chapter on beverages, 
wherein Yoskowitz and Alpern 
do their take on the late 19th/
early 20th century Lower East 
Side practice of infusing seltzer 
with light flavors. Rhubarb 
Syrup is one of the syrups they 
claim will bring “a bit of that 

Carol Goodman Kaufman is a psychologist and author with a passion for travel and food. She is 
currently at work on a food history/cookbook, tracing the paths that some of our favorite foods have 
taken from their origins to appear on dinner plates and in cultural rites and artifacts around the 
world. She invites readers to read her blog at carolgoodmankaufman.com and to follow her on  
Twitter @goodmankaufman.

Ashkenazi spirit” into your ev-
eryday eating and drinking.” 

The syrup itself was super 
easy to prepare, especially 
since the rhubarb patch in 
my backyard garden was at 
the height of its springtime 
glory. And the flavor? Refresh-
ing, but do go light on your 
pouring unless you like things 
very sweet. A little syrup goes 
a long way. 

This cookbook has an 
entire chapter on pickling, 
something I had only tried a 
couple of times before. The 
recipe for Cardamom Pickled 
Grapes intrigued me and, 
since I happened to have all 
the ingredients in the house, I 
gave it a shot. I was pleasantly 
surprised by the sweet-tart 
mix of flavors rendered by a 
mix of spices and chile pepper, 
white wine vinegar, and sugar. 
These crisp little orbs would 
be a great addition to a mezze 
tray.

Drinks and appetizers are 
nice, but I still needed to make 
supper. The Leek and Onion 
Frittata sounded yummy; after 
all, it was made with three 
types of onions, one of my all-
time favorite foods. What could 
be bad?

Because I was preparing 
the recipe for review, I followed 
it faithfully, even though I 
did question the call for 2½ 
teaspoons of kosher salt. With 
puckered mouth, we regret-
fully had to dump the eggs as 
they were far too salty. A word 
to the wise, and especially to 
the sodium conscious: If you 
make this recipe, cut down the 
salt! 

The week was flying by and 
my calendar was full, so I de-
cided to try the Spicy Hungar-
ian Cholent. Even though the 
recipe called for lima beans, 
not my favorite legume, I was 
willing to take one for the 
team. And, it was the perfect 
opportunity to test-drive my 
new Crockpot.

But first, a confession: 
Having learned my lesson with 
the frittata, I did not follow the 
recipe faithfully. I didn’t want 
to take any chances, especial-
ly given that kosher meat is 
expensive. Throwing out a few 
eggs is tolerable; throwing out 
a chuck roast is not. I cut the 
salt drastically, figuring that 
I could always add more if 
needed. After all, kosher meat 
has already been soaked and 
salted. Also, I chose to leave 
out the optional hot paprika, 
but did use the called-for dried 
chile, thinking I could always 
add more heat later. 

Cardamom Pickled Grapes
Want to make a statement at your next party? Put these 
lovely little orbs on the table. Yoskowitz and Alpern give an 
alternative use: pulsing them to make a relish to pair with 
soft cheeses.

Ingredients

1½ pounds seedless  
red or black grapes

1½ cups white wine vinegar
1½ cups sugar
¼ teaspoon kosher salt, plus a 

pinch
1½ teaspoons whole black  

peppercorns
1 cinnamon stick

1½ heaping teaspoons 
green cardamom 
pods, lightly crushed

1 dried chile pepper
¾ teaspoon ground 

allspice

Directions:

Wash the grapes well and remove them from the stems. Place in a clean quart-size jar.

In a small saucepan, combine the remaining ingredients to make a brine.

Bring to a boil, stirring to dissolve the sugar. 

Reduce the heat to low and simmer for 3 minutes, stirring well.

Remove the brine from the heat and let cool until warm but not hot.

Pour the brine over the grapes and close the jar.

Let cool to room temperature before refrigerating. 

Let sit for 24 hours in the refrigerator before serving. 

The grapes will stay delicious in the refrigerator for about 3 weeks.

A most amazing aroma 
filled every corner of the house 
during the long cooking time. 
And the result? A delicious, if 
heavy, mixture of meat, beans, 
barley, onions, garlic, and 
potatoes. This is a dish proba-
bly best served in the dead of 

winter, not on a hot summer’s 
night. 

Finally came dessert, so 
I chose Bessie Weinstein’s 
Schnecken. Given that my 
ancestors came from Eastern 
Europe, I had never heard of 
this German pastry, named 

Authors Jeffrey Yoskowitz  
and Liz Alpern

for its resemblance to a 
snail’s spiral. However, 
I was certainly familiar 
with crescent-shaped 
rugelach, and the recipe 
for the schnecken looked 
eerily familiar. On poking 
into some culinary histo-
ry, I learned that in the 
United States, and even 
in Israel, these delectable 
treats are often mistak-
en for one another, even 
though the Germans tra-
ditionally prepare a yeast 
dough that yields some-
thing more like cinnamon 
buns than the rich, sweet 
cookies that are the cream 

cheese-based rugelach. 
 No matter what you call 

them, the result is absolutely 
delicious. 
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50TH ANNUAL 

HILDA VALLIN FEIGENBAUM 
MEMORIAL FOUNDATION LECTURE

SUNDAY – AUGUST 27, 2017– 7:30 PM

Global View:
Forces Changing Our World
with Guest Speaker

Bret Stephens
New York Times Foreign and Domestic Politics Op-Ed  
columnist and 2013 Pulitzer Prize winner for distinguished 
commentary for the Wall Street Journal. 

Sponsored by 
The Hilda Vallin Feigenbaum Lecture Endowment

The lecture is free and open to the public.  A reception follows the lecture.
Limited seating – arrive early. The doors may close before the lecture begins.

Temple Anshe Amunim is an accessible building.

Temple Anshe Amunim – 26 Broad Street – Pittsfield, MA – 413-442-5910

The Shapiro family in Jerusalem, walking on air

BERKSHIRE JEWISH VOICES

Better, Even, than Hebrew School
A bat mitzvah, and spiritual journey, in Jerusalem
By Barry R. Shapiro

“Dad,” said my son, 
Andrew, “Kathy and I have 
decided to have Clara’s bat 
mitzvah in Israel.”

And with those simple 
words began a transforma-
tive spiritual journey for our 
family.

Let’s be honest. Most kids 
don’t like Hebrew school, and 
my granddaughter, Clara, was 
no exception. Keenly aware 
and proud of her Jewish her-
itage – having gone to Eisner 
Camp for years, lighting Shab-
bat candles every Friday night, 
and celebrating the Jewish 
holidays with her family – she 
found Hebrew school, well, 
to be candid, a turnoff and a 
distraction from the significant 
academic pressures kids in 
the city face these days. The 
complaints were typical: “It’s 
boring,” “I’m not learning any-
thing,” and “It’s a waste of my 
time.” Pushing her to attend 
would likely have all too famil-
iar negative consequences.

The solution: a bat mitz-
vah in Jerusalem followed by 
a grand tour of Israel, kind of 
Jewish Pride boot camp, the 
hope being that this journey 
would cement into her a pro-
found love for and apprecia-
tion of her heritage.

Lots of hard work ensued. 
Months of private tutoring 
on her Torah portion and the 
structure of the service.  
Skyping with a lovely woman 
rabbi in Jerusalem (a Recon-
structionist rabbi, no less!).

Finally, the big day came, 
and off we flew to Israel in 
mid-March. How wonderful it 
was to be asked by the cus-
toms officer at Ben-Gurion 
Airport the reason for our visit 
and to hear a hearty, “mazal 
tov!” when we told him.(By the 

way, the Israelis pronounce it 
with the accent on the second 
syllable of “mazal,” something 
that took getting used to.)

The service took place out-
doors at the Western Wall at 
Robinson’s Arch in the Arche-
ological Park. It was unusually 
chilly that day, but the emo-
tion of the moment kept us all 
warm. There were numerous 
other bar and bat mitzvahs 
going on at the site and it 
was moving to hear snippets 
of song drift our way during 
our service. The day before, 
my son and daughter-in-law 
purchased a beautiful pink 
embroidered tallit for Clara 
in the Old City from a shop 
that weaves their own prayer 
shawls. Clara wore it proudly.

Clara is our first grandchild 
to reach bat mitzvah age, and 
for that reason alone, this was 
a highly emotional moment 
for us. But to be standing in 
Jerusalem, in front of the Wall, 
intensified our feelings. We 
both thought of our departed 
parents and how proud they 
would have been of Clara. It 
was hard to keep from sob-
bing.

Clara did a wonderful job 
reading from the Torah, and 
her speech after was creative, 
witty, and fun. It all went by 
way too fast.

And then a whirlwind tour 
of Israel followed. That after-
noon, as if the emotions of the 
morning were not enough, off 
we went to the Herzl Muse-
um, then walked through the 
cemetery where Israel’s leaders 
are buried – Clara placed a 
stone on Golda Meir’s grave. 
Then we visited Yad Vashem, 
where we were given a pri-
vate tour geared to Clara. Our 
guide, Shoshana, who made 

aliyah from New 
Jersey a few years 
ago, was sensitive 
and caring, telling 
Clara stories of the 
victims and heroes 
of the Holocaust, 
and showing her ar-
tifacts of interest to 
a 13-year-old girl. 
It was a wrenching 
experience, but 
Shoshana was care-
ful to steer Clara 
away from the more 
graphic displays. 
(“We want to edu-
cate, not traumatize 
her,” she said, “to 
the extent that’s 
possible.”)

 At the end of our 
visit, Shoshana told Clara that 
1.5 million of the murdered 
during the Holocaust were 
children and many did not live 
to see their 13th birthday. She 
said that they had searched 
their records and would now 
like to “twin” Clara with one 
such unfortunate little girl so 
that Clara could remember 
her and live her life in her 
honor. She then pulled out a 
photograph of a beautiful little 
blonde-haired girl, age 10, and 
said, “Clara, meet Klara.”Our 
Clara’s new twin, Klara Tiroler, 
from Slovakia, perished along 
with her family at Auschwitz. I 
need not describe the pathos of 
that moment.

So, what does one do after 
a day in which your grand-
daughter is bat mitzvahed 
at the Wall and you visit Yad 
Vashem? Easy. You eat. So 
off we went to the Machane 
Yehuda market where we let 
the sounds, smells and flavors 
of life wash over us.

The rest of the week was a 

whirlpool of experiences. The 
Old City of Jerusalem. Masada. 
The Dead Sea. En Gedi, a love-
ly oasis where David hid from 
Saul at David’s Waterfall. A 
camel ride. Planting trees in a 
Jewish National Fund forest. A 
trip to the Syrian border where 
we heard the sounds of war 
at the nearby city of Quneitra. 
(We visited a chocolate factory 
right afterwards to remind us 
that life is indeed sweet). A visit 
to a kibbutz on the Lebanon 
border where we were watched 
from a Hezbollah outpost. 
(Clara tied an Israeli flag on a 
tree to let them know we were 
not intimidated by them.)  
A half-hour chatting with 
Israeli soldiers on the Lebanon 
border, giving gifts to them of 
shawarma, falafel, chocolates, 
and a Shakespeare & Company 
baseball cap. (The soldier I gave 
it to thanked me and said that 
he used to live in Lexington!) 
Clara climbing onto and even 
into a tank, just before it went 
out on patrol. A quiet night in 
the beautiful area around Lake 

Tiberias. Walking around Acre, 
seeing the Bahai Gardens in 
Haifa and finally to the youth-
ful, fun city of Tel Aviv where 
we were moved by the interac-
tive Palmach Museum, sang 
Hatikvah at Independence Hall 
where the State of Israel was 
re-born in 1948 and finally to 
Old Jaffa for a walk around its 
narrow streets and a remark-
able view of Tel Aviv.

Tired from just reading 
that? Well, imagine how we all 
felt.

 But this trip was really 
about Clara and her identity 
as a Jew. There was clearly 
a lot for her to absorb. She 
smiled when I asked her what 
the trip meant to her and 
she said, “I’ll never forget it. I 
learned so much. But I’m still 
processing it.”

 Perhaps the best evidence 
of the impact of this trip on 
Clara was the brief speech she 
gave to the soldiers when we 
met them. The guide asked 
Clara to tell the soldiers 
something about herself and, 
among other things, she told 
the brave young men how 
honored and proud she was to 
be with them and how much 
she appreciated what they are 
doing to protect Israel. After 
all, she said, “while I live in 
America, I consider Israel to be 
my home as well.”

 She could not have made 
us more happy and proud.

Barry R. Shapiro lives in  
Sheffield, and is a member of  
Congregation Ahavath Sholom.
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JULY

Monday, 31 ................ 10:45 a.m., Discussion of the novel, 
“The Extra” by Israeli novelist A.B. Yehoshua with Dr. Avraham 
Horowitz. Lunch: Individual cheese & black bean quesa-
dillas, salad, lemon pudding, coffee, tea, and milk for 
coffee.

AUGUST

Thursday, 3 ................ 10:45 a.m., “Alfred Uhry, The Southern 
Jewish Playwright” with dramatist and director, Diane Stein-
brink. Lunch: Summer vegetable medley and polenta**, 
salad, rolls, ice cream and raspberry pillow cookies, 
coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.

Monday, 7 .................. 10:45 a.m., “Writing Your History” 
with Kitty Axelson-Berry. 1st of two part program. Lunch: 
Meat loaf**#, gazpacho, peas & carrots, mashed pota-
toes, pumpernickel bread, melon, and tea.

Thursday, 10 .............. 10:45 a.m., “Writing Your History” 
with Kitty Axelson-Berry. 2nd of two part program. Lunch: 
Turkey salad platters**#, cranberry juice, potato salad, 
oatmeal bread, mandarin oranges, and tea.

Monday, 14 ................ 10:45 a.m., “Flexibility Training” with 
senior fitness specialist, Thea Basis. Lunch: Sweet & sour 
chicken**#, cranberry juice, brown rice, mixed vegeta-
bles, potato bread, pineapple, and tea.

Thursday, 17 .............. 10:45 a.m., “Elder Scam and Fraud 
Prevention” presented by MountainOne Bank. Lunch: Fresh 
fish**, gazpacho, rice pilaf, green beans, multi-grain 
bread, pears, coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.

Monday, 21 ................ 10:45 a.m.,”A Mother and Child: From 
the Warsaw Ghetto to Hope and Freedom” presented by Dr. 
Mina Gillers and Dr. Stephen Felton. Lunch: Pomegranate 
glazed chicken**#, corn cobettes, baby carrots, salad, 
Challah, grapes, and tea.

Thursday, 24 .............. 10:45 a.m., “Through the Eye of the 
Needle – The Art of Esther Nisenthal Krinitz” with Esther’s 
daughter, Helene McQuade. Lunch: Chef’s choice of frit-
tata, apricot mango juice, broccoli, rice pilaf, scones, 
tropical fruit salad, and tea.

Monday, 28 ................ 10:45 a.m., Screening of “A Trumpet 
at the Walls of Jericho: The Untold Story of Samuel Harri-
son.” Lunch: Hot dogs & hamburgers**#, vegetarian 
beans, coleslaw, macaroni salad, rolls, melon, and tea.

Thursday, 31 .............. 10:45 a.m., “Elul Warm Up” with 
Rabbi Jodie Gordon as preparation for the upcoming new 

year. Lunch: Egg salad & cottage cheese platter**, cold 
cucumber soup, potato salad, potato chips, multi-grain 
bread, apricots, coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.

SEPTEMBER

Tuesday Lunches Resume
Monday, 4 .................. Closed for Labor Day

Tuesday, 5 ..................  Greek salad platters**, Greek lem-
on rice soup, Italian bread, baklava, coffee, tea, and milk 
for coffee.

Thursday, 7 ................ 10:45 a.m., Program to be An-
nounced. Lunch: Chef’s choice of pizza, salad, beets, 
garlic bread, ice cream & dulce de leche, coffee, tea, and 
milk for coffee.

Monday, 11 ................ 10:45 a.m., Program to be An-
nounced. Lunch: Meat loaf**#, mashed potatoes, peas, 
salad, rye bread, applesauce, and tea.

Tuesday, 12 ................  Roasted chicken**#, celery rice 
soup, noodles with onions, Italian beans, potato bread, 
chef’s choice of fruit, and tea.

Thursday, 14 .............. 10:45 a.m., Program to be An-
nounced. Lunch: Salmon, salad, rice pilaf, mixed vegeta-
bles, rolls, peach cobbler, and tea.

Programs take place Mondays and Thursdays at 10:45 a.m. Lunch is served Monday and Thursday  
at 12 p.m, through September 3. Tuesday lunch resumes on September 8.  
Venue: Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Rd, Pittsfield, MA.

Programs take place Mondays and Thursdays at 10:45 a.m. Lunch is served Mondays and  
Thursdays at noon and starting on September 5, on Tuesdays, as well.
Venue: Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Rd, Pittsfield, MA.
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OBITUARIES
Barbara A. Henschel, 78, 
heart and soul of her 
family
LENOX – Barbara A. Henschel 
(nee Raphael), 78, passed 
away on August 23, 2016 after 
a long illness. She resided in 
Boca Raton, FL and Lenox.

Born and raised in Fram-
ingham, MA, she and her hus-
band Neal raised their family 
in New York and Florida. After 
her boys had grown, she went 
back to college and graduated 
with her RN.

Affectionately known as 
Bubbe to many, she loved her 
family first and foremost and 
would do anything for them. 
She loved her country home 
and friends in Lenox and 
volunteered for 15 years with 
gusto at Tanglewood.

Barbara was a talented 
quilter, knitter, and needle-
pointer, and delighted in creat-
ing beautiful and meaningful 
projects for her family and 
friends. Famously, she always 
had just the right fabric for a 
project in her closet and could 
be counted on to add some-
thing special to anything her 
quilting guild was working on.

She is survived by her 
loving husband of 59 years, 
Neal; sons, Benjamin (Hanna), 
Andrew, and Jeffrey (Lisa); 
and grandchildren, Avi, Leora, 
Lauren, Jamie, Victoria, Alex-
andra, Samuel, Jacob, Daniel, 
and Carmel; and brother, Her-
bert Raphael. In the past year, 
her first great-grandchild, 
Mayim Breeah, was born.

Words cannot express how 
much her presence, smile and 
voice has been missed this 
past year. Simply put, she was 
the heart and soul of her fam-
ily. Donations may be made to 
the National Psoriasis Founda-
tion Victor Henschel Biobank 
at https://www.psoriasis.org/
donate.

Ellen Lillian Altschuler, 
100, lifelong love of trav-
eling and culture
DALTON – Ellen Lillian Alt-
schuler, 100, passed away 
peacefully at Craneville Place 
on Friday, June 16.

Born June 6, 1917 in Hart-
ford, CT to Ivar and Lily Kloo, 
she graduated from Wethers-
field High School in 1935. She 
enlisted in the Army Air Corps 
in 1943 and was stationed in 
Georgia, England, France, and 
Germany for the duration of 
WWII. She met her husband, 
Samuel Altschuler, while in 
the Army and they married on 
August 23, 1947 and made 
their home in Ravena, NY. 
Mrs. Altschuler moved to East 
Hartford, CT in 1989 and then 
to Williamstown in 1996 and 
Pittsfield in 2014. At various 
times she worked as a typist, 
first for Traveler’s Insurance 
Company in Hartford and later 
at Aetna Insurance in Hart-
ford and the NYS Education 
Department in Albany, from 
which she retired in 1982.

Mrs. Altschuler had a 
lifelong love of traveling, be-
ginning with a trip to Sweden 
in 1935. She especially liked 
ocean cruising and enjoyed 
a 105-day round-the- world 
cruise in 2002. Her last foreign 
travel was a Mediterranean 
cruise in 2008. She was proud 
of her Swedish heritage, spoke 
Swedish fluently, and visited 
Sweden, often accompanied 
by her siblings or children, 

on at least a dozen occasions. 
She was an avid reader and 
instilled a love of books and 
education in her children. 
She gave generously to many 
different charities, and over 
the years had memberships 
in many local cultural insti-
tutions. Her favorite painting 
at The Clark was Renoir’s 
“Onions.”

Mrs. Altschuler was prede-
ceased by her husband of 37 
years, Samuel Altschuler; her 
brothers, Lennart, Ivar, and 
Norman Kloo, and her son-
in-law, Lippe Ber Perlman. 
She is survived by her sister 
Elsie and brother-in-law Bud 
Wetmore of East Hartford, CT, 
and her five children: Susan 
Perlman of Valley Village, CA; 
Marsha Altschuler of William-
stown; Carole Brown and her 
husband Ed of Ravena, NY; 
Michael Altschuler and his 
wife Dawn of Glenmont, NY; 
and Jean McWilliams and her 
partner John Cebula of Averill 
Park, NY. She is also sur-
vived by 11 grandchildren, 10 
great-grandchildren, and nu-
merous nieces and nephews.

A graveside service was 
held on Friday, June 23 at 
Beth Emeth Cemetery in Loud-
onville, NY. Contributions may 
be made in her memory to El-
der Services of the Berkshires 
c/o Flynn and Dagnoli Funeral 
Home, 74 Marshall Street, 
North Adams, MA 01247.

The Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires ex-
tends condolences to Alex  
Blumin and family on the 
passing Alex’s mother, 
Mara Blumina, on June 14.

George Shenkman, 102, 
strong moral compass and 
great sense of humor
BOCA RATON, FL – George 
Shenkman, 102, passed away 
at Hospice by The Sea, Boca 
Raton on Saturday, June 10.

Born September 10, 1914 
in Brooklyn, NY, he was the 
son of the late Max Shenkman 
and Rebecca Tillis. His broth-
er, Milton, predeceased him. 
His beloved wife of 75 years, 
Florence Littman, died on May 
26, 2017. His spirit to live van-
ished once his life companion 
was no longer at his side. 

Raised in Great Barrington, 
he graduated from Searles 
High School in 1930. He re-
ceived a BA degree in Business 
Administration from Bryant 
College in 1938. George and 
Florence were married on 
November 2, 1941 in Sharon, 
MA, and resided from 1941 to 
1961 in Pawtucket, RI, where 
they raised their family.

Mr. Shenkman was drafted 
into the U.S. Army in Jan-
uary 1942, and served with 
distinction as a sergeant in 
the headquarters of the U.S. 
Fifth Armored Division. He 
was extremely proud of his 
military service during World 
War II. His division landed at 
Utah Beach in July 1944. His 
decorated unit was the first 
American division to smash 
through the Siegfried Line at 
Wallendorf, Germany, and he 
saw major combat in the Hurt-
gen Forest during the Battle of 
the Bulge.

A genuine entrepreneur, 
during high school he opened 
up a hot dog stand at the 
Great Barrington Fairgrounds 

and used the profits to travel 
to California with a friend. Af-
ter World War II, his business 
flourished. He was the founder 
and CEO of Pilgrim Mills, a 
fabric retail chain based in 
Brockton, MA, and was the 
founder of the Yardstick Store 
in Brockton, one of the coun-
try’s earliest discount depart-
ment stores. He was actively 
involved in real estate through 
his Pilgrim Development Corp. 
and also had interests in pub-
lishing.

In 1961, Pilgrim Mills 
moved into the historic Cheney 
Hall in Manchester, CT, and 
became a public company. He 
was an innovator and vision-
ary in retail marketing and 
advertising. From 1961-1984, 
George and Florence resided in 
West Hartford, CT. They then 
moved to Hallendale, FL in 
1985 and eventually settled at 
St. Andrew’s Country Club in 
Boca Raton, FL.

Active in many civic 
and fraternal organizations 
throughout his life, he was 
most passionate about spend-
ing time on the sea on his 
boat, Pilgrim-Maid. He was 
especially proud to be a public 
speaking instructor with Dale 
Carnegie. He was a man of 
boundless energy, and stami-
na, who always exhibited a 
strong moral compass and a 
great sense of humor.

Mr. Shenkman is survived 
by his son Mark and daugh-
ter-in-law Rosalind Shenkman 
of Greenwich, CT; his son 
Richard of Suffield, CT; three 
grandsons, Rabbi Andrew 
Shenkman of Edison, NJ, 
Gregory Shenkman of New 
York City, and Justin Slatky 
of New York City; and nine 
great-grandchildren: Isaac, 
Esther, Sarah, Pearl, Jacob, 
Wellesley, and Grant Shen-
kman, and Alex and Abby 
Slatky.

Private graveside services 
were held on Tuesday, June 
13 at Sharon Gardens, Val-
halla, NY. Memorial donations 
can be sent to The National 
WWII Museum, New Orleans.

The Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires extends 
condolences to Jane  
Kavanau and family on 
the passing of Jane’s hus-
band, Joe, on Wednesday, 
June 28.

Shirley Kasindorf, 92, 
passionate social activist
PITTSFIELD – Shirley Kasin-
dorf (nee Seidler), 92, died 
peacefully on Sunday, June 
25. A funeral concluding with 
a robust sing-a-long was held 
on June 27 at Hevreh of the 
Southern Berkshires, fol-
lowed by a graveside service at 
Ahavath Sholom Cemetery in 
Great Barrington.

Born August 5, 1924 in 
Brooklyn, NY, she was an out-
standing student, top-notch 
stoopball player, and devoted 
fan of the Brooklyn Dodgers. 
After graduating from New 
Utrecht High School, Shirley 
took a job as a secretary with 
a prestigious talent agency 
in Manhattan. She had many 
worldly suitors but could not 
resist the charms of Brooklyn 
boy Mayer Kasindorf, who 
was nothing if not persistent. 
“I would come home from a 
date with a handsome young 

Hardly a day passed that Shir-
ley did not speak to her devot-
ed daughter Judy or son Josh. 
She was intimately involved in 
the lives of her three grand-
children, attending countless 
birthday parties, school plays, 
baseball games, and concerts, 
and she was over-the-moon 
for her six great-grandchil-
dren, whose exploits endlessly 
astonished her.

She is survived and re-
membered with joy by her 
adoring relatives and friends, 
whom she referred to as her 
“bubble of love,” including 
her daughter and son-in- law 
Judith and Peter Lichtenfeld of 
South Egremont; son Joshua 
Kasindorf of Pittsfield; sister-
in-law Sheila Kasindorf of New 
Market, MD; grandchildren 
Daniel, Deborah, and Rebecca 
Lichtenfeld and their spouses; 
and six beloved great-grand-
children, Ari, Theodore, Gabri-
ella, Mara, Ezra, and Maisie. 
Shirley was predeceased by 
her husband Mayer Kasindorf 
and two brothers, Norman and 
Sheldon Seidler.

Shirley’s family encourages 
those who wish to honor her 
memory to do something to 
make the world a better place, 
to speak out against injustice, 
to lend someone a helping 
hand, to listen to music you 
love and loudly sing along.

Jack Nodiff, 94, lover of 
the arts
STOCKBRIDGE – Jack Nodiff 
died on March 26 in Delray 
Beach, FL. A graveside service 
was held at Wellwood Ceme-
tery on Long Island. He was 
born in Bronx, NY to Sarah 
and Isidore Nodiff. Jack was a 
graduate of New York Universi-
ty and Long Island University 
and a retired pharmacist. 

As a political activist and 
humanitarian, he was a mem-
ber of CORE (Congress of Ra-
cial Equality) and stood up for 
justice and civil rights. His pas-
sion for music and art brought 
him to the Berkshires where he 
volunteered for Tanglewood. He 
established his painting studio 
at his home in Stockbridge and 
became a member of Housa-
tonic Valley Art League, where 
he received many awards for 
his magnificent oil paintings 
of beach scenes and land-
scapes. He had studied art for 
many years at the Art Stu-
dents League in New York City, 
the Brooklyn Museum with 
I. Soyer, and with his broth-
er-in-law and mentor, Tully 
Filmus. In 2008, he was listed 
in Who’s Who in American Art. 
His paintings were exhibited at 
the Welles Gallery in Lenox, St. 
John’s University, the Salma-
gundi Club, the Hewlett-Wood-
mere Library, and numerous 
galleries.

Jack spoke fluent Yiddish. 
He was a member of the  
Hewlett-East Rockaway Jewish 
Center and, most recently, 
Temple Anshe Amunim in 
Pittsfield.

He was devoted to his fami-
ly and will be missed by Ruth, 
his wife of 63 years; his chil-
dren Debra Nodiff, Eric (Karen) 
Nodiff, and David (Amy) Nodiff; 
five grandchildren, three 
great grandchildren, and two 
nephews, Michael Filmus and 
Stephen Filmus. He was pre-
deceased by his sisters Gladys 
Filmus and Pearl Heyman.

man I had met through work, 
and there he would be, sitting 
on my front stoop, waiting 
for me.” They eventually got 
married and remained so for 
58 years until Mayer’s death 
in 2002.

In 1944, at the tender age 
of 19, she demonstrated the 
fearlessness and independent 
streak that would character-
ize her throughout her long 
life. With Mayer stationed at 
Randolph Air Force Base in 
San Antonio, Texas, she set off 
on a four-night train trip, on 
her own, to join him there. She 
arrived in the middle of the 
night, found a place to stay, 
and soon got a job on the base 
working the swing shift as an 
electrician’s helper, the only 
woman on her crew. Shir-
ley followed Mayer from San 
Antonio to several other bases 
in the Midwest, at one point 
sneaking aboard a troop train, 
before Mayer was shipped out 
to the Aleutian Islands. She 
then returned to New York and 
gave birth to daughter Judy, 
whom Mayer finally met a few 
months after the end of the 
war.

In 1962, as Judy head-
ed off to nursing school, the 
still-young couple, now settled 
in Hicksville, Long Island, 
adopted a son, Joshua. Later 
in life, noting Josh’s penchant 
for taking in stray humans 
and other animals, Shirley 
said to him, “When I’m old and 
gray, are you going to take 
care of me, just like you take 
care of everyone else?” Indeed, 
Josh did just that, moving in 
with his mother and lovingly 
attending to her needs during 
the final year of her life.

 Shirley and Mayer moved 
from Long Island to West 
Stockbridge in 1990. For a 
few years they ran a bed-and-
breakfast out of their home, 
forging lasting friendships with 
many of their guests. Shirley 
sang in several choirs and 
became a passionate social 
activist. She was a member of 
the Hevreh Social Action Com-
mittee. She read to the blind, 
walked for the homeless, Took 
Back the Night, and supported 
many organizations and caus-
es, including the Elizabeth 
Freeman Center, NOW, and 
the League of Women Voters. 
She led petition drives, worked 
on political campaigns, and 
attended numerous marches, 
including, at age 86, Jon Stew-
art’s Rally to Restore Sanity 
and/or Fear on the Nation-
al Mall. Although she could 
not attend the January 2017 
Women’s March in person, 
she eagerly followed it online, 
sharing pictures, videos, and 
memes with her Facebook 
friends. The shelf in Shirley’s 
hospital room during her 
final days was chock-full with 
flowers, pictures of her beloved 
family, and a Bernie Sanders 
action figure.

Always curious, eager to 
expand her horizons, and end-
lessly interested in the lives 
of others, Shirley gathered 
friends with ease. When she 
was no longer able to leave her 
home, she welcomed visitors 
throughout the day, punctu-
ated by breaks to take phone 
calls from those who could not 
get there in person.

Her fondness for her 
friends was second only to her 
overflowing love for her family. 
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Calendar – Ongoing Events
Around the Community

Continuous – Chabad of the Berkshires 
“Smile on Seniors,” or “S.O.S.,” volunteer 
program to serve senior citizens in the 
Berkshires. Information for families who 
can benefit and volunteers: Rabbi Levi 
Volovik at (413) 499-9899 or visit www.
jewishberkshires.com.

Monthly – Ruthie’s Lunch Bunch meets 
at Congregation Beth Israel, or a local 
restaurant. Call for details. Congregation 
Beth Israel, 53 Lois Street, North Adams. 
Information: (413) 663-5830.

Monthly, fourth or fifth Sunday – Vol-
unteers from Congregation Beth Israel, 
53 Lois Street, North Adams “Take and 
Eat” program cook, package, and deliver 
hot meals for all North Adams clients of 
“Meals on Wheels.” Information: (413) 
663-5830 or office@cbiweb.org.

Monthly – One Monday a month (date 
varies according to length of book), the 
CBI Book Discussion Group meets at Con-
gregation Beth Israel at 7:00 a.m. Check 
the CBI Newsletter for current books and 
schedule. Information: Chaim Bronstein 
at (917) 609-6732.

Sundays (second of each month) – 
Berkshire Hills Society of Israeli Philatelists 
meet. Discuss Israeli and American stamps. 
Coffee and donuts. Information: Ed He-
litzer, (413) 447-7622, daytime. 

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. (every seven 
weeks) – Congregation Ahavath Sholom’s 
“Bagels and Brainstorms.” Contact Guy 
Pancer, GPancer2@sbcglobal.net or (860) 
435-2821 for topic and location.

Mondays at 6:15 p.m. – “Conversational 
Hebrew,” with Esther Benari-Altmann. 
Teens and adults join together with an 
expert Israeli instructor to study Hebrew 
as it is spoken in daily life. Topics will 
include: weather, food, directions, shop-
ping, restaurants, recipes and much more. 
The ability to read Hebrew is required. 
Topics will include: weather, food, direc-
tions, shopping, restaurants, recipes and 
much more. The ability to read Hebrew 
is required. Tuition: FREE for members, 
$100/non-members (10 sessions). Temple 
Anshe Amunim, 26 Broad Street, Pittsfield. 
Information and registration: (413) 442-
5910, ext. 12 or eba@ansheanumim.org.

Tuesdays, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. – To-
rah Portion of the Week study group at 
Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road, Pittsfield. 
Facilitator Myrna Hammerling guides 
the group through the triennial cycle, 
year-round in the KI Library. Newcomers 

always welcome to this gathering of 
students of diverse ages, backgrounds, 
and perspectives who search together 
to deepen understanding of our foun-
dational text. Free. Information: (413) 
445-4872, ext. 16. 

Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. – “Beginner 
Hebrew” Learn to speak Hebrew from a 
native Israeli with Esther Benari-Altmann 
at Temple Anshe Amunim, 26 Broad 
Street, Pittsfield. Open to the community 
at large. Registration, full information: 
(413) 442-5910, extension 12, or eba@
ansheamumim.org.

Tuesdays at 6:15 p.m. at Temple Anshe 
Amunim – “Reading Hebrew Through 
the Siddur,” with Esther Benari-Altmann. 
This course will improve fluency in reading 
Hebrew. Special emphasis will be given 
to words and prayers from the Siddur. 
Knowledge of and comfort with Hebrew 
letters (and vowels) is required. Open to 
all members of the community; free for 
TAA members, $50 fee for non-mem-
bers. Registration, full information: 
(413) 442-5910, extension 12, or eba@
ansheamumim.org.

Wednesdays, from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
– Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, 270 State 
Road, Great Barrington, offers “an hour 
of morning stillness” with Nina Lipkowitz, 
a certified Kripalu Yoga Teacher. Donation 
of $10 is asked for from non-members. 
Information: (413) 528-6378.

Wednesdays, from 10 to 11:30 a.m.  –  
at Knesset Israel, “Enhanced Prayer Class 
for Adults” at 16 Colt Road, Pittsfield, KI 
library. What are we saying when we read 
prayers at a service? How does the siddur 
language connect with my life today? How 
can I build my Hebrew reading fluency 
and practice my reading skills? How can 
I be more comfortable with the language 
and process of prayer? Facilitated by 
Myrna Hammerling. Newcomers always 
welcome. Information: (413) 445-4872, 
ext. 16.

Thursdays (fourth of each month) – 
Hadassah Book Club. For times, locations 
of meetings, and further information 
about the books: Roz Kolodny at (413) 
243-2077 or rozlk@yahoo.com. 

Thursdays at noon – Temple Anshe 
Amunim, “Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class,” 
with Esther Benari-Altmann. For people 
who have always wanted to have a bar 
or bat mitzvah ceremony but never had 
one; have been looking for a nurturing 
and supportive group with which to 

learn about Jewish life and culture; have 
been looking forward to deepening a 
connection to Judaism. Read Hebrew, 
chant from the Torah, craft divrei Torah 
(sermons), and much more. Information 
and registration: (413) 442-5910, ext. 12 
or eba@ansheanumim.org.

Fridays, last of month, time varies 
with candle lighting – Chabad of the 
Berkshires’ “Friday Night Live,” traditional 
Kabbalat Shabbat service. Information: 
(413) 499-9899 or visit www.jewishberk-
shires.com. 

Fridays, at 9:00 a.m. – Meditation with 
Rabbi Rachel Barenblat in the Congre-
gation Beth Israel sanctuary, 53 Lois 
Street, North Adams, overlooking the 
Berkshire mountains. Silence, chanting, 
and meditation designed to help prepare 
for Shabbat. All welcomed. Information: 
(413) 663-5830 and www.cbiweb.org.

Fridays, once a month at 5:30 p.m. 
(followed by a family style Shabbat 
dinner at 6:30 p.m.) – Knesset Israel, 
16 Colt Road, Pittsfield. Shirei Shabbat 
(“Songs of Shabbat”). Unique service 
combines melodies from Carlebach, 
Debbie Friedman, and Camp Ramah to 
create a ruach filled (“spirited”) family 
friendly experience. Cost for dinner $18 
per adult, $15 teens, $50 family maxi-
mum. Dinner reservations are due by the 
Monday before services. Full information: 
(413) 445-4872, ext 10. 

Saturdays at 8:45 a.m. – Hevreh, 270 
State Road in Great Barrington. Every 
Shabbat morning, gather in Rabbi Neil 
Hirsch’s study and dive into the less-of-
ten read books of the Bible, currently 
the Book of Psalms. All are welcome to 
begin the day with coffee while studying 

and relaxing on Shabbat. Sessions will 
be between 45 and 60 minutes. Please 
be in touch with Rabbi Hirsch for further 
information: nhirsch@hevreh.org.

Saturdays at 9:30 a.m. – “Torah Plus: 
Exploring Jewish Text and Culture.” Join 
Rabbi Josh Breindel for a conversation 
based on the texts of the Jewish people 
and reflection on what it means to be 
Jewish. All texts are offered in English. 
Temple Anshe Amunim, 26 Broad Street, 
Pittsfield. Free. Open to the public. Infor-
mation (413) 442-5910 or templeoffice@
ansheamunim.org.

Knesset Israel
16 Colt Road,  
Pittsfield

ONGOING MINYANS
Sunday 8:45 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
Tuesday 7 p.m.
Friday 7 a.m. and 5:45 p.m.
Saturday 9:30 a.m. and evenings 
approximately 30 minutes before sunset

CANDLE-LIGHTING 
Friday, August 4 .................7:50 p.m.

Friday, August 11...............7:41 p.m.

Friday, August 18...............7:30 p.m.

Friday, August 25...............7:19 p.m.

Friday, September 2 ...........7:08 p.m.

We know why you’re here.
And we’re here for the same reasons.

103 West Park Street
Lee, MA  01238

T: (413) 243-4331

www.octobermountainfa.com
Member SEC, FINRA SiPC

The Berkshires.

More than a place. 
It’s a way of life.

We get it.

It’s a set of values, 
experiences and 
qualities that shape 
your life.

Your financial 
advisors should 
embody these same 
attributes.

It’s why we’re here. 
We’re here with you.

And for you..

To learn more, contact:
Gary Schiff, Managing Director
gschiff@octobermountainfa.com
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Wanda Houston

Souk by Louis Curiel
Umm el Fahem by Ammar Younis (This mostly Arab city is near Afula-
Gilboa, the region connected to this Federation through the Jewish Agency’s 
Partnership2gether program)

View of Yaffo by Mario Troiani

Snow Western Wall by Noam Chen

CULTURE AND ARTS

Summer Music Celebration Connects  
Jewish and African American Cultures
MassMOCA performance to feature young dancers and  
music mavens
NORTH ADAMS – A Summer 
Celebration of Jewish Music 
wraps up this year with a 
melding of Jewish and African 
American sounds and move-
ment at MassMOCA. Musi-
cians, singers, and dancers 
will join together to respond 
to Nick Cave’s monumental 
installation “Until,” which 
addresses issues of gun vio-
lence, gun control policy, race 
relations, and gender politics 
in America today. 

This event takes place 
on Thursday, August 17 at 
5:30 p.m., and is free with reg-
ular admission to MassMOCA.

Clarinetist Paul Green 
(co-director of the annual 
Celebration series, along 
with Cantor Bob Scherr) 
says the idea for this event 
hatched when he partic-
ipated in Knesset Israel’s 
“Artist’s Torah” program last 
year. “Artist’s Torah” invited 

creative individuals working 
in a variety of styles to create 
work in reaction to the pas-
sage of scripture in the Book 
of Exodus where Moses tells 
the Children of Israel they are 
about to “go forth” toward the 
Promised Land.

“My response,” says Green, 
“was to go forth into the African 
American community.” Green 
had been immersed in a jazz/
klezmer fusion project with his 
band Two Worlds, in which he 
explored the historic affinities 
between African American and 
Jewish American music. He 
also had a strong response to 
Nick Cave’s installation when 
he visited MassMOCA last fall, 
around the time of “Artist’s 
Torah.”

Green says he reached out 
(along with KI member Jane 
Rosen) to local African Ameri-
can activist Shirley Edgerton, 
director of the Youth Alive 

step, dance, and drumline per-
formance group in Pittsfield. 
Founded in 1995, Youth Alive 
provides arts and educational 
opportunities to young peo-
ple 8 to18 years old, teaching 
dance forms that include step, 
African dance, and hip-hop, 
with dancers backed by a 
band and bucket drummers. 

Green says Youth Alive 
members were invited to 
“Artist’s Torah” last November, 
and danced the hora at KI. 
The relationship continued, 
and this summer Jane Rosen 
has coached Youth Alive danc-
ers and young people from 
the Jewish community for the 
August 17 performance.

Joining Green and the 
dancers will be tuba player Eli 
Newberger and blues and gos-
pel great Wanda Houston, who 
will sing the classic spiritual 
“We Shall Overcome.” Also on 
hand will be local NAACP direc-

tor Dennis Powell. The setting 
will be Nick Cave’s provoca-
tive “Until,” which comprises 
“16,000 wind spinners; millions 
of plastic pony beads; thou-
sands of ceramic birds, fruits, 
and animals; 13 gilded pigs; 
more than 10 miles of crystals; 
24 chandeliers; 1 crocodile; and 
17 cast-iron lawn jockeys.”

Says Green: “With  
‘Resistance’ in the air, this 
was a good way to get cul-

tures together. A lot of cul-
tural strands will be pulled 
together.”

MassMOCA is at 1040 
MASS MoCA Way in downtown 
North Adams. For more infor-
mation, please call (413) 662-
2111 or visit www.massmoca.
org. This event is co-sponsored 
by MassMOCA and A Summer 
Celebration of Jewish Music.

These Photos Capture Israel’s Beauty and Diversity
By Andrew Tobin / JTA

JERUSALEM (JTA) — When the world sees photographs of Israel, they are often accompanied by 
reports of conflict and violence.

But a photo exhibition that opened in June at the Jerusalem Theater aims to capture the 
country in a more flattering light. The images, which were on display through July, show Israel’s 
people and geography from a variety of angles — from flocks of birds descending on the Hula 
Valley to a little boy carrying a rainbow flag.

“I wanted to do something beautiful that would display the country’s inherent diversity,” said 
Karen Lehrman Bloch, the exhibition’s American co-curator. “I’m not trying to beauty-wash Israel, 

I just think everyone 
has already seen 
enough of the con-
flict.”

The exhibition 
is based on Bloch’s 
book Passage to 
Israel, which is filled 
with 200 images by 
34 photographers 
taken across Israel 
and Jewish settle-
ments. The book, 
published in 2016, 
led to an exhibition 
in New York that fea-
tured a performance 
by the Jewish reggae 
star Matisyahu.

In the Jerusalem 
version, 30 photos by 

21 photographers were on display. Kara Meyer, the other co- 
creator, added two images by a young Arab-Israeli photographer 
to the exhibition, which otherwise is dedicated to the work of 
Jewish Israelis.

Bloch plans to show the photos next in Tel Aviv and else-
where in Israel, and then on an international tour. More photos 
from the book can be found at the “Passage to Israel” website at 
www.passagetoisrael.org. 
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