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anniversary, with proceeds to benefit 
the Jewish Agency for Israel’s Fund for 
Victims of Terror.

Who Are The Maccabeats?
Often travelling with little more than 

the shirts on their backs and the ties 
on their necks, the Maccabeats have 
entertained and inspired hundreds of 
audiences worldwide. Using nothing 
more than the unadulterated human 
voice, a clean-cut presentation, and a 
little Jewish humor, this unique group 
of singers is able to connect with fans 

Engaging With Israel
Berkshire Residents Travel on Missions  

to Work, Learn, and Connect 

Knosh & Knowledge:  
“Anti-Semitism in France from  
the Dreyfus Affair to the Present,”  
with Steven J. Rubin on August 28
GREAT BARRINGTON – On Friday, 
August 28, the Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires in collaboration with 
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire will host 
Steven J. Rubin, professor emeritus of 
international studies and former dean 
of the College of Arts and Sciences 
at Adelphi University, as he speaks 
about “Anti-Semitism in France from 
the Dreyfus Affair to the Present.” This 
Knosh & Knowledge program begins at 
Hevreh at 10:45 a.m.

The first 
Jews arrived 
on the shores 
of southern 
France with 
the Romans 
in the sec-
ond century 
B.C.E. and 
have been a 
presence ever 
since. Their 
long history 
is marked by 
endurance and accomplishment, but 
it is also replete with expulsions, 
pogroms, deportations, and ongoing 
anti-Semitism. Last winter’s shootings 
at the Hyper Cacher (Kosher supermar-
ket) in Paris, reports of mass French 
emigration, and the urging of Israel’s 
prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
for French Jews to “come home,” have 

LENOX – On Sunday, August 2, the 
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires 
presents the Maccabeats, whose tune-
ful a cappella harmonies and inventive 
compositions have made them one of 
the most popular live acts in Jewish 
entertainment, as well as internet 
sensations whose songs have attracted 
tens of millions of online viewers. The 
performance begins at 7 p.m. and will 
take place at the Duffin Theater, on 
the campus of Lenox Memorial High 
School.

The concert celebrates the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires’ 75th 

Steven J. Rubin

Stateless: Documentary  
Chronicles Soviet Jews’ Journey 
to Freedom in the USA

At 2 p.m. on Sunday, August 30, 
the Jewish Federation of the Berk-
shires, in collaboration with the 
Berkshire Immigrant Center, will 
present a community screening of 
the film Stateless at the Berkshire 
Museum in Pittsfield. This documen-
tary chronicles the experiences of 
Jews who emigrated from Eastern 
Europe to the United States during 
the tumultuous breakup of the for-
mer Soviet Union in the late 1980s 
and early 1990s, and who ended up 
in limbo as their immigration status 
was being determined by the powers 
that be.

The screening is part of the Feder-
ation’s 75th anniversary celebration 
and also commemorates the 25th 
anniversary of the resettlement of 
Soviet Jews to the Berkshires. Fol-
lowing the film, attendees are invited 
to a panel discussion with local 
community members and émigrés 
who will talk about their experienc-
es. Participating will include Naomi 
Schwartz, Alla Zernitskaya, and 
Margie Metzger.

The film opens in the late 1980s, 
with the onset of perestroika, the 
policy of economic and governmental 

reform instituted by Mikhail Gor-
bachev that led to the end of the 
Cold War. At that time the USSR 
was home to the largest population 
of Jews in Europe. Under pressure 

Visiting Israel as part of an organized group with a specific purpose – to volunteer, 
to fundraise, to participate in cross-cultural exchanges – is a particularly enriching 
way to engage Israel’s culture, people, and society, as well as a way to meet like-
minded Diaspora Jews from around the world.
 This issue of the BJV features the first of an ongoing series of special sections 
called “Engaging With Israel,” in which we tell the stories of some of the many 
members of our Jewish community who are participating in these types of outreach 
programs in the Holy Land. In this issue, a Brandeis professor describes his 
research on the power of Taglit-Birthright Israel, we report on a group founded in 
the Berkshires that is bridging cultural divides through music, and also share the 
experiences of diehard Berkshire bicyclists who each year ride in Israel to raise 
funds for a children’s hospital.
 Above, Taglit participant Yonaton Kaufman reaches out to touch Fifth Century 
Jerusalem while visiting the Old City in June. The historical market scene mural is 
located off the Davidson Center, in front of Tanners/Bursky Gate.
 Please see page 26 for “Engaging With Israel.” If you have this kind of Israel 
experience to relate, we want to share it with the community. Drop us an email at  
jfb.berkshirevoice@verizon.net, and tell us about what you’re up to.
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The Berkshire Jewish Voice welcomes signed letters on subjects of interest to the 
Jewish community. Letters are printed upon space availability. The BJV reserves the 
right to edit all letters for content, length, and style. The BJV does not print anonymous 
letters, insults, libelous or defamatory statements. For verification purposes, please 
include full name, home address, and a day and evening telephone number. Send 
letters to: Berkshire Jewish Voice, 196 South Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201, or email:  
jfb.berkshirevoice@verizon.net.

DEADLINES
The next Berkshire Jewish Voice (Vol. 23, No. 7) will cover the period September 4, 
2015 through October 13, 2015. The following edition (Vol. 23, No. 8) covers October 
14, 2015 through November 19, 2015. The deadline for press releases and other 
written submissions, all of which are subject to being edited, is September 11, 
2015.  Because of limitations of space and time, please be so kind as to not sub-
mit lengthy articles without first contacting the editor.  Advertising deadline is 
September 21, 2015.  For a complete Berkshire Jewish Voice schedule, contact (413) 
442-4360, ext. 11, or e-mail jfb.berkshirevoice@verizon.net.

Before agreeing to chair the 2015 Super 
Sunday campaign, I naturally wanted to know 
what would be involved. Executive Director 
Dara Kaufman outlined several responsibilities, 
which included visiting each of the congrega-
tions in Berkshire County to speak about the 
Federation. 

Of all the tasks in the job description, that 
was the one that drew me in. For years I had 
hoped and planned to visit the various syna-
gogues in my own backyard, but for one reason 
or another, had never taken the time to do so. I 
am a creature of habit, and being a very happy 
congregant of Knesset Israel, that is where I 
find myself week after week. The opportunity to 
travel from North County to South County and 
share Shabbat experiences with new people in 

new places was very appealing. And so, I accepted Dara’s invitation and eagerly 
anticipated my visits.

For four weeks between mid-April and mid-May, I participated in Shabbat 
services at six congregations. What a pleasure! My first visit was to Temple Anshe 
Amunim in Pittsfield where I was welcomed into their warm intergenerational 
circle in the synagogue chapel. After I shared some words about Federation and 
Super Sunday, the younger crowd adjourned to a special service for families with 
young children while the rest of us greeted Shabbat and heard several lovely 
poems commemorating Israel’s independence, which had been observed the day 
before. Rabbi Josh Breindel made sure to invite all who were comfortable to par-
ticipate. 

The next morning, I was off to the Berkshire Minyan, which runs a traditional 
egalitarian service in the library of Hevreh of Southern Berkshire. The knowledge 
and ruach (spirit) of the service was inspiring. I happened to be there on a special 
Shabbat when the Minyan and Hevreh came together for Torah study and a joint 
kiddush. What a powerful statement and what a model of collaboration – people 

with different prayer practices understanding that study and celebration can be 
shared.

A week later, Dara and I headed to Congregation Beth Israel in North Adams. I 
am embarrassed to admit this was my inaugural visit to CBI since they’ve moved 
to their new home more than twelve years ago. I was awestruck. Walking into the 
sanctuary with the floor-to-ceiling windows looking out on a magnificent moun-
tain view, it was hard to imagine a space that could do more to inspire appreci-
ation of the beauty of creation. It is a hidden gem. That evening the congrega-
tion came together for a learner’s service and Shabbat dinner – good food, good 
company, and a community committed to lifelong learning and growth. It was our 
good fortune to be there!

This was followed by another special Kabbalat Shabbat one week later at 
Congregation Ahavath Sholom in Great Barrington. The first thing I noticed was 
Spiritual Leader Barbara Cohen greeting each person at the synagogue door with 
a warm hug as if she was welcoming a family member into her home. And that’s 
what it felt like – family, as each person present asked about others who have 
been away or under the weather or out of commission. This spiritual gathering 
with beautiful music and intention, set in a historic building that exudes comfort, 
helped me welcome the Shabbat Queen. The next morning I didn’t have to travel 
far – just down the road to Congregation Knesset Israel, my spiritual home under 
the extraordinary leadership of Rabbi David Weiner. I am grateful for a rabbi who 
challenges us to be a warmer, more welcoming, lifelong-learning congregation. 

Two nights before Super Sunday, I made my final pilgrimage of the season to 
attend Shabbat services at Hevreh. The specialness of the evening was enhanced 
by a moving teacher recognition ceremony. The appreciation the students and 
their parents have for school leader Rabbi Jodie Gordon and her team of many 
devoted, compassionate, and inspiring educators was palpable. Teachers do holy 
work, and clearly the folks at Hevreh know that.

Am I glad I accepted Dara’s invitation? You bet I am – to be reminded of what 
a blessing it is to live in the Jewish Berkshires, a creative, diverse, and vibrant 
community where people touch people, where we have opportunities to grow and 
learn and celebrate and support, and where we are inspired to help bring whole-
ness to our world.

In My View
New People, New Places, yet Still At Home in the Berkshires
Super Sunday Chair Recalls Warm Welcomes and Inspiring Visits to Local Congregations
By Marcie Greenfield-Simons

Rabbi Reflections
What to Make of Tisha b’Av?
By Kaya Stern-Kaufman

For many Jews, Tisha b’Av (the ninth day 
of the month of Av, this year beginning on the 
evening of July 25) is an unwelcome interlude 
in the midst of summer pleasures and respite. 
As American Jews living in freedom, safety, and 
material comfort, it is difficult to connect with 
a day designed to immerse us in a collective ex-
perience of mourning and grief – one that spans 
all of Jewish history – across time and space 
alike. On Tisha b’Av, we mourn the destruction 
of two temples of which we have no personal 
memory and for most Jews, no true desire to 
rebuild. We recall other Jewish tragedies that 
have occurred on this date, such as the expul-
sion from England in 1290 and the expulsion 
from Spain in 1492. We remember also the 
mass deportation of Jews from the Warsaw 

ghetto to Treblinka, which began on the eve of Tisha b’Av. 
On this day, we enter into a period of mourning for events that span nearly 

2500 years of persecution, exile, expulsion, and slaughter. Time and space are 
collapsed as we connect with our ancestors. Their tragedies are our tragedies.

Yet, for most post-modern Jews, Tisha b’Av is seen as an observance that 
reinforces a collective identity of victimization. For many, if not most, American 
Jews, Tisha b’Av has been rejected because of its identification with perpetual 
victimhood.

Nevertheless, history provides a lens for understanding the present moment 
and establishing the vision we strive for. The arc of Jewish history tells a story 
that has implications for every human being. It reveals essential information for 
the healing of this fractured world, still seething with baseless hatred and vio-
lence. Jewish history tells the story of a people labeled as ‘other’ and persecuted 
on this basis. While persecution is not unique to Jewish history, its consistency 
throughout the Western World and across multiple historic periods provides us 
with a powerful lens for viewing certain aspects of human nature. 

What relevance does Tisha b’Av hold for us today? It demonstrates and con-
firms the awesome dangers of demonizing others. Recent Jewish history attests to 
the truly horrific implications of such attitudes. 

Current world events reveal how easy the tendency to demonize the ‘other’ is to 

adopt. Tragically, we have too many current examples within our own communi-
ties and on the world stage. It is our responsibility to not only look outward, but 
to look inward at how we may contribute to this malady. How do we think about 
those who are different from ourselves? How do we generalize about Palestinians, 
Muslims, our Christian neighbors, Jews of different denominations, and Jews of 
no religion? 

Traditional Jewish teachings about Tisha B’Av assert that we while we have 
been victims, we also share in the responsibility for exiling God’s presence from 
the world. 

The Talmud teaches that the Second Temple was destroyed due to sinat chi-
nam – baseless hatred within the Jewish community. While Jewish tradition has 
taught that the destruction and exile were acts of Divine retribution, for most 
people today, the concept that God metes out reward and punishment for our 
actions no longer resonates. Yet there is an important truth that lies within this 
teaching. Baseless hatred within a community destroys relationships and even-
tually causes the destruction of the community itself. In this sense, the Divine 
Presence is exiled. 

Many Jews and others often ask the question: where was God during the 
Holocaust? To that question one might answer: God was in the hearts of the 
rescuers, those who did not allow the propaganda of their time and the pressure 
of external authority to expel God from their hearts. Dr. Eva Fogelman, in her 
book Conscience and Courage, describes the qualities of those who resisted Nazi 
propaganda and coercion and risked their lives to rescue Jews. She interviewed 
hundreds of rescuers and describes their motivations. She concludes that the 
majority possessed a strong sense of morality and learned from an early age to 
think for themselves and tolerate, if not embrace, those considered different from 
themselves. 

Maintaining an awareness of the divine spark that resides within everyone 
must be an essential goal for our communities, our families, and our systems of 
education. Our tradition teaches that every human being is created b’tzelem Elo-
him – in the image of God. Let us reconsider Tisha b’Av as an opportunity to build 
something new from the ashes of the past – a world wherein we embrace our 
common humanity while affirming the value of our diversity. And may we begin 
within our own communities.

Rabba Kaya Stern-Kaufman is the Founder and Executive Director of RIMON: A 
Collaborative Community for Jewish Spirituality.

LETTERS APPEAR ON PAGE 4
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Federation’s 75th Annual Meeting
LENOX – On June 23, more than 150 community members braved a stormy 
evening to attend the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires’ 75th annual meeting 
at the Seven Hills Inn. Innkeepers Robin Gerson Wong and Denis Wong graciously 
hosted this event for the second straight year. 

Rabbi Jodie Gordon of Hevreh of Southern Berkshire opened the proceedings 
with a thoughtful dvar Torah and explored the meaning and relevance of the 
She’hechianu before leading the community in a moving recitation of the prayer.

Jewish Federation of the Berkshires president Amy Lindner-Lesser then 
reviewed the organization’s successful 2014, in which a 6 percent increase in 
donations from the previous year brought the campaign total up to levels not seen 
since the economic downturn five years ago. Lindner-Lesser also highlighted how 
Israel and overseas allocations rose by 57 percent in 2015, to $120,000. “At a 
time when aliyah from Europe is swelling and the conflict in Ukraine is displac-
ing thousands of Jews,” she said, “we know our increased dollars are making a 
tremendous difference.”

Executive Direc-
tor Dara Kaufman 
took the podium to 
deliver the annual 
report. Particularly 
well-received was 
the news of the 
Federation’s early 
success in its 2015 
campaign – 279 
new and increased 
donations lever-
aged by a matching 
grant boosted the 
amount of dollars 
raised through 
Super Sunday. 
The Federation is 
already more than 
halfway to its goal 
for this year.

The Federation 
installed new mem-
bers to its board of 
directors. Joining 
for the first time 
are Joshua Bloom, 

Joel Colker, Jonathan Denmark, Anne Schnesel, Jeff Siegel, and Len Tabs, while 
Mara Goodman-Davies, Stuart Masters, and Alan Morganstein were renewed for 
another three-year term. Additionally, Judy Cook’s position as vice president was 
renewed for a two-year term.

Judy Cook presented Elizabeth Gale with the Henry Simkin and Frances 
Simkin Schiller and Dr. Stanley and Faye Simkin Scholarship, which each year 
recognizes a high school senior who has demonstrated leadership in the Jewish 
community. Gale attended the Hawthorne Valley Waldorf School in Ghent, NY.

The state of anti-Semitism was the topic of featured speaker Robert Trestan, 
regional director of the Anti-Defamation League (ADL).

He cited a comprehensive international survey recently conducted by the ADL 
– of 53,000 people in 102 nations – about current attitudes about and historical 
understanding of the Jewish people. The study found that 26 percent of those 

Elizabeth Gale (center), recipient of the Henry Simkin and Frances Simkin Schiller 
and Dr. Stanley and Faye Simkin Scholarship, with Federation president Amy 
Lindner-Lesser (left) and Judy Cook.

Speaker Robert Trestan, the ADL regional director for New 
England

polled worldwide – the majority of whom are from countries with little or no Jew-
ish presence – professed anti-Semitic beliefs. Only 54 percent of respondents were 
aware of the Holocaust, historical ignorance that increases significantly among 
younger people. The danger, said Trestan, is that as the Holocaust recedes in 
time, “it becomes harder to remember and harder to educate about. Consequent-
ly, it becomes easier to repeat history.”

Perhaps the hardest parts of Trestan’s talk for the audience to hear were the 
details of the anti-Semitic incidents that happened in a local school this year. 
The ADL and the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires have worked together with 
families and the schools to respond to these incidents and to present programs in 
area schools to address anti-Semitism. 

Photos by Lee Rogers
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I don’t know why, but my high school didn’t teach 
American history beyond the earliest pre-Revolutionary 
days. So, when it came to learning about the Civil War, 
I was a blank slate. Gone With the Wind was about 
all the background I had, so in honor of the 150th 
anniversary of the end of what has been called The 
War Between the States (by the South), and the War of 
the Rebellion (by the North), I have been reading books 
and seeing films about that period in our nation’s his-
tory. And, when a friend who happens to be a Civil War 
buff invited us to visit Gettysburg with him and his 
wife, we jumped at the chance.

The Civil War divided Jews just as it did all Ameri-
cans, with Southerners supporting the Confederacy and Northerners the Union. 
As to the issue of slavery, our co-religionists took surprisingly mixed views for a 
people that had itself endured slavery. Partly due to anti-Semitic attitudes within 
the Christian-oriented abolitionist movement, the established Jewish community 
didn’t take a particularly public stand on the subject prior to the war. However, 
some prominent rabbis of the time were vocally divided on the issue. 

Rabbi David Einhorn of Baltimore’s Congre-
gation Har Sinai used his pulpit and his journal, 
Sinai, to preach: “It is the duty of Jews to fight 
bigotry since, for thousands of years, Jews have 
consciously or unconsciously fought for freedom 
of conscience.” On the other side, Rabbi Morris 
Raphall of New York’s Congregation B’nai Je-
shurun delivered a sermon titled, “A Bible View of 
Slavery,” in which he stated: “Slavery has existed 
since the earliest time. Slave holding is no sin,” 
since “slave property is expressly placed under the 
protection of the Ten Commandments.” Rabbi Ein-
horn immediately wrote a rebuttal in Sinai, posing 
the question, “Is slavery a moral evil or not?” He 
argued that the spirit of Jewish law demanded the 
abolition of slavery. “The Bible” he wrote, “merely 
tolerates this institution as an evil not to be dis-
regarded and therefore infuses in its legislation a 
mild spirit gradually to lead to its dissolution.”

At the time of the war, the Jewish population in 
the United States and the Confederacy numbered 
around 150,000. Estimates of Jews fighting in the 
war vary widely, but about 7,000 fought for the 
Union, and 3,000 fought for the Confederacy. One 
specifically Jewish company served for the Union 
at Gettysburg: Company C of the 82d Regiment of 
the Illinois Volunteers, led by Lieutenant Colonel 
Edward S. Saloman. 

Since the Battle of Gettysburg in July 1863, millions of people have made the 
pilgrimage to this tiny town in southeastern Pennsylvania to bear witness to the 
horror that took place here, in a war of brother against brother that nearly tore 
this nation apart. They reenact campaigns. They climb Little Round Top and gaze 
out at the positions held by Confederate troops. They look out from Cemetery 
Ridge and the Copse of Trees, trying to conjure the image of a mile-long phalanx 
of men in gray marching toward them during Pickett’s Charge. And, the town 
has experienced an immigration of sorts, of Civil War re-enactors who have made 
Gettysburg their home.

The countryside around Gettysburg is spectacular, but it is haunting. That so 
much carnage took place in such an idyllic spot seems impossible. But, it did. 
During the three-day battle, 165,000 soldiers fought in and around the small 
town, whose population at the time was only 2,400. When it was over on July 3, 
51,000 soldiers had been killed, wounded, or captured in what was then largest 
battle ever fought in North America.

Traveling with Jewish Taste 
Gettysburg: Battlefield Visit Evokes Historical Thoughts
By Carol Goodman Kaufman

Carol Goodman Kaufman is a psychologist and author with a passion for travel 
and food. She is currently at work on a food history/cookbook, tracing the paths 
that some of our favorite foods have taken from their origins to appear on dinner 
plates and in cultural rites and artifacts around the world. She invites readers to 
read her blog at carolgoodmankaufman.com and to follow her on Twitter  
@goodmankaufman.

The battlefield itself is studded with square white stones that mark the left and 
right flanks of every platoon – from both sides of the Mason-Dixon Line. And, if it 
weren’t for the knowledge of what had taken place here, you might think that you 
had wandered into a major sculpture garden. Dozens of monuments – beautiful 
statues and even a tower from which to view that bucolic farmland – honor the 
regiments from every state that participated in the battle.

The first national military cemetery in this country was established in Get-
tysburg. Magnolias in full bloom and trees leafing out made it a beautiful place 
on the day of our visit, silent but for the birdsong and distant hum of traffic. The 
headstones are arrayed in concentric circles by state, a mute testimony to sacri-
fice. It is a most fitting resting place for the more than 3,500 Union troops, 131 of 
them Jewish, who gave their lives to ensure that slavery be abolished. 

The David Wills House, where Abraham Lincoln spent the night before deliver-
ing his Gettysburg Address, is another must-see in the center of town. The brief 
yet powerful speech of only two hundred seventy-two words has stayed with us 
for a century and a half, and the town celebrates it in this beautifully restored 
home. Docents in period dress will guide you through the house and answer any 
questions you may have.

Gettysburg even features in modern Jewish history. After several fruitless 
days of discussions at the Camp 
David peace talks in 1978, Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter decided that a 
break was in order for the frus-
trated negotiators. He corralled a 
recalcitrant Menachem Begin and 
Anwar Sadat, and brought them 
to Gettysburg. Once there, Be-
gin surprised everybody when he 
began to recite from memory the 
Gettysburg Address, bringing tears 
to several eyes. Lawrence Wright, 
in his book Thirteen Days in Sep-
tember: Carter, Begin and Sadat at 
Camp David, writes that while the 
hours spent confined together in 
the limousine to and from Gettys-
burg may have had some effect, he 
believes that viewing the battle-
field and learning of the bloodshed 
there had a profound effect on the 
two men. The visit to Gettysburg 
brought the parties to a turning 
point in the negotiations.

Civil War Idiot’s Delight
This dessert recipe was popular during and after the Civil War, when provisions 
were hard to come by. It calls for only a few inexpensive and easily obtainable 
ingredients, and is considered so easy, so fool-proof that “even an idiot can 
make it.” Having said that, I have reduced the amount of water called for, as 
the sauce is very runny when it comes out of the oven. It will thicken slightly as 
it cools. 

It may be easy enough for an idiot to make, but it’s delicious enough for a 
genius to adore. Or, even just us average folks.

Sauce ingredients: 
1 c. brown sugar
1 c. raisins
1 tbsp. butter
1 tsp. vanilla
3½ c. water

Cake ingredients:
7 tbsp. butter, melted
1/2 c. white sugar
2 tsp. baking powder
1/2 c. milk
1 c. flour

Directions:

Boil together the first five ingredients.

Make a batter of the next five ingredients.

Drop the batter by spoonful into a greased Pyrex or Corningware baking 
dish. Pour the sauce over the top. It will be very liquid.

Bake at 350 degrees 25-30 minutes, until golden brown.

Monument at Gettysburg

Letters to the Editor

Today’s Boat People and Jewish History
To the Berkshire Jewish Voice:

The daily stories we hear, see, and 
read about the boat people are heart-
rending. On four continents, they leave 
homes where they are threatened, 
deprived, and in danger of annihilation 
to find refuge somewhere in the world 
where they may be safe and able to 
resume productive lives. These stories 
are similar to the lives of our family 
and the Jewish community as a whole. 

Both my wife and I, and so many 
other Jews fleeing from the Holocaust, 
sought and found refuge. The problem 
for refugees is always the same: finding 
a safe haven permitting entry. Unfortu-
nately, during the Holocaust six million 
of our brothers and sisters were denied 
safe haven and doomed to annihilation 
by most of the supposedly civilized 
countries of the world. In this respect, 
the story of the boat people is similar 
to those of Jewish refugees throughout 
history.

The situation of the boat people is 
even more precarious than the sto-
ries of survival told by fleeing refugees 
throughout Jewish history. Once we 
and other refugees finally managed to 
embark on voyages away from dan-
ger, our journeys were usually safe. 
Unfortunately, the boat people are in 
great danger once they board decrepit 
vessels that may not survive the jour-
ney; often they also become prey to the 
traffickers they have paid to shepherd 
them to safety.

Our community must do more to 
help the boat people. Jewish history 
and human decency require it.

Sigmund Tobias

Dr. Tobias is Eminent Research 
Professor, Division of Educational 
Psychology & Methodology, at the 
University at Albany (SUNY)
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Your Federation Presents

Israeli Consul-General to New England to 
Deliver Briefing on Challenges Facing the 
Jewish State
Yehuda Yaakov and Israeli Army officers headline August 11 
event in Lenox
LENOX – The Consul Gener-
al of Israel to New England, 
Yehuda Yaakov, will share 
his insights on the diplomatic 
and security challenges facing 
Israel in a special upcoming 
event co-sponsored by Friends 
of the Israel Defense Forces 
(FIDF) New England Region 
and the Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires.

The briefing, hosted by FIDF 
and the Federation, takes place 
at 7 p.m. Tuesday, August 11, 
at the Duffin Theatre in Lenox. 
Yaakov will also discuss how 
Israel unearthed and destroyed 
terror tunnels from the Gaza 
Strip during last summer’s Op-
eration Protective Edge. Joining 
the veteran Israeli diplomat 
will be several Israel Defense 
Forces (IDF) officers, including 
FIDF IMPACT! Scholarship 
recipients.

“Friends of the IDF is com-
mitted to supporting IDF sol-
diers during their mandatory 
national service and afterwards 
with vital education, welfare, 
and recreation programs,” said 
Bruce Mendelsohn, execu-
tive director of the FIDF New 
England Region. “The brave 
IDF soldiers work tirelessly to 
protect the State of Israel, and 
it is our job to look after them. 
We’re grateful to work with the 
Jewish Federation of the Berk-
shires to make this community 
event possible.”

Proposals Sought for Grant 
Funds

The Jewish Women’s Foundation of Berkshire County, an 
associate of the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires, is solicit-
ing grant proposals for projects or programs aimed at “fulfilling 
unmet needs in the Berkshire community.” 

Both Jewish and non-Jewish organizations are encouraged to 
apply for grants up to $3,500. 

All proposals must be submitted by August 4, 2015 via an 
online grant application, a link to which can be found at  
www.jewishberkshires.org. No paper applications will be  
accepted. 

Final decisions will be announced in late September or early 
October.

Questions should be directed to Lauren Spitz, Grants Com-
mittee chair, at engelspitz@gmail.com.

In the spirit of tikkun olam, the Jewish Women’s Foundation 
of Berkshire County is dedicated to sharing Jewish values by 
meeting unmet needs in the community and supporting social 
action. 

Foundation members contribute a minimum of $500 to the 
Foundation each year and are offered the opportunity to serve on 
an advisory committee that decides how the funds are distributed.

Author Maggie Anton

“Talmudic Rabbis and Jewish Sorceresses: 
Strange Bedfellows” 
Novelist Maggie Anton Discusses Her Latest Work at the  
July 24 Knosh & Knowledge
GREAT BARRINGTON – On 
Friday, July 24, at Hevreh 
of Southern Berkshire, the 
Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires presents historical 
novelist Maggie 
Anton, who will 
talk about the 
research behind 
her new book, 
Enchantress: A 
Novel of Rav His-
da’s Daughter. 
This Knosh & 
Knowledge pro-
gram starts at 
10:45 a.m. and 
will be followed 
by a farm fresh 
lunch by Fre-
und’s Farm.

Set in Baby-
lonia and Roman 
Palestine during the Fourth 
Century, a critical period in 
the history of monotheistic 
religions, this historical novel 
focuses on rabbinic fami-
lies struggling to establish 
new Jewish traditions in the 
aftermath of the destruction 
of Jerusalem’s Holy Temple. 
Against this backdrop, wom-
en excluded from their reli-
gion’s hierarchy find power 
and esteem as sorceresses, in 
the very land where the word 
‘magic’ originated. Surpris-

In the Cards: Jewish  
Women’s Foundation to 
Host Fundraiser
PITTSFIELD – On Thursday, 
September 10 from 1-4 p.m., 
the Jewish Women’s Founda-
tion of Berkshire County in-
vites members of the commu-
nity to enjoy an afternoon of 
cards and mah jongg accom-
panied by a dessert buffet. 
The event will take place at 
the Pittsfield Country Club at 

639 South Street.
The cost is $45. Net pro-

ceeds will benefit food and 
fuel assistance for Berkshire 
residents. For more informa-
tion, contact co-chairs Barba-
ra Cohen (bcdance@aol.com) 
or Gayle Moskowitz  
(gjmosk@aol.com). 

Yaakov is a veteran of 
Israeli public diplomacy and 
strategic affairs. He has been 
a member of Israel’s Foreign 
Service since 1989, previous-
ly stationed in New York and 
New Zealand. For more than 
a decade, he has played an 
important role in formulating 
and implementing Israel’s dip-
lomatic approach to managing 
strategic challenges. Since 
2008, he has focused on the 
public-diplomacy aspects of 
the Iranian crisis, for which 
he received the Israeli Foreign 
Ministry Director-General’s 
Award for Excellence in 2012.

The event is free and open 
to the public. RSVP to newen-
gland@fidf.org or call (617) 
559-3600. The Duffin Theater 
is located at 197 East Street in 
Lenox, on the campus of the 
Lenox Memorial Middle/High 
School.

About Friends of the Israel 
Defense Forces (FIDF)

FIDF was established in 
1981 by a group of Holocaust 
survivors as a 501(C)(3) not-
for-profit organization with 
the mission of providing and 
supporting educational, social, 
cultural, and recreational 
programs and facilities for the 
heroic men and women of the 
IDF. Today, FIDF has more 
than 120,000 loyal support-

ers, and 15 regional offices 
throughout the US and in 
Panama. FIDF proudly offers 
its support to the IDF soldiers 
and their families through a 
variety of unique and innova-
tive programs. These opportu-
nities reinforce the vital bond 
between the communities in 
the United States, the soldiers 
of the IDF, and the State of Is-
rael. The New England Region 
of FIDF was founded in 2003. 
This year, it provided IMPACT! 
higher education scholarships 
for 355 IDF combat veterans.

For more information, 
please visit: www.fidf.org.

of all backgrounds and ages.
Originally formed in 2007 

as Yeshiva University’s student 
vocal group, the Maccabeats 
aren’t your grandfather’s syn-
agogue choir – their ideology 
and identity play an important 
part in what they do. Strongly 
committed to the philosophy 
of Torah u-Madda, the integra-
tion of traditional and secu-
lar wisdom, the Maccabeats 
perform an eclectic array of 
Jewish, American, and Israeli 
songs. Their breakthrough 
piece, Lecha Dodi, is the epito-
me of this synthesis, combin-
ing some of the most beloved 
words of Jewish liturgy with 
Leonard Cohen’s meaningful 
and melodic “Hallelujah.”

Since the release of “Can-
dlelight,” a Chanukah themed 
parody video which garnered 
international attention and 
coverage by the major news 
outlets, the Maccabeats have 
been approached and emailed 
time and time again with the 
same message: that their 
music has provided for the 
expression of an enthusiastic 
and ambitious Judaism that 
one isn’t afraid to wear on his 
or her sleeve.

They’ve played sold-out 
shows to thousands across 
five continents and over thirty 
states and provinces, and 
they’ve also been invited to 
the White House by President 
Barack Obama.

Fund for Victims of Terror
Last summer, over 3,000 

rockets rained down on the 
residents of Israel. Unfortu-
nately, the suffering of the 

victims of such terror does not 
end when the details of the at-
tack are no longer in the news.  
Physical, emotional, economic, 
and psychological rehabili-
tation is a long and tedious 
process. The Fund for Victims 
of Terror plays a vital role in 
meeting the needs of families 
and individuals injured by 
war and other acts of violence 
against Israel.

Founded in 2002, the Fund 
has provided financial assis-
tance to thousands of victims 
of terror and related disasters, 
including hundreds of fami-
lies in 2014, with many more 
applications still coming in 
as a result of last summer’s 
attacks. Assistance through 
the Fund is fully coordinated 
with the government of Israel 
to avoid duplication of service.

If You Go
Tickets for this concert may 

be (and probably should be, 
given the Maccabeats’ pop-
ularity) ordered in advance, 
and are priced at $25, with 
$20 tickets available for young 
adults under the age of 30. 
Children under 10 will be 
admitted free of charge. Those 
wishing to further support the 
Federation on its 75th anni-
versary can purchase a $75 
“mensch ticket.” Please inquire 
about the variety of underwrit-
ing opportunities also being 
offered. 

For more information, 
please call the Federation at 
(413) 442-4360, ext. 10.

All tickets will be held at 
the door. The Duffin Theater 
is located at Lenox Memorial 
High School, 197 East Street 
in Lenox.

MACCABEATS, 
continued from page 1

Yehuda Yaakov

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
Venue: Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, 270 State Road, Great 
Barrington
Date: Friday, July 24, at 10:45 a.m. (lunch follows at noon)
Advance lunch reservations required for this event.
Email jfb.officemanager@verizon.net, or call (413) 442-4360, 
ext. 10
Cost: $11 with farm fresh buffet lunch from Freund’s Farm.  
Program only, $5.

Award finalist. A Los Angeles 
native, Maggie worked for 33 
years as a clinical chemist 
for Kaiser Permanente before 
becoming an author.

ingly, says Anton, some of the 
spells and incantations they 
used have become part of to-
day’s Jewish liturgy.

Maggie Anton is the 
award-winning author of 

historical fiction 
trilogy Rashi’s 
Daughters and 
new series Rav 
Hisda’s Daughter. 
Her new novel En-
chantress focuses 
on the rabbis 
and sorceresses 
who populate the 
Talmud and the 
surprising impor-
tance of Jewish 
magic in 4th cen-
tury CE Babylo-
nia. The first vol-
ume, Apprentice, 

was a National Jewish Book 
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For further information on all Jewish Federation of the Berkshires programs, please 
call Nancy Maurice Rogers, Program Director, at (413) 442-4360, ext. 15.

KNOSH & KNOWLEDGE, continued from page 1

Translator and Biographer 
Peter Filkins to Discuss the 
Life and Work of H.G. Adler 
at August 14  
Knosh & Knowledge
GREAT BARRINGTON – On 
Friday, August 14, at Hevreh 
of Southern Berkshire, the 
Jewish Federation of the Berk-
shires will host Peter Filkins, 
the Richard B. Fisher Profes-
sor of Literature at Bard Col-
lege at Simon’s Rock, who will 
discuss author H.G. Adler’s 
Shoah Trilogy. This Knosh & 
Knowledge program begins at 
10:45 a.m.

Born in Prague, H.G. Adler 
(1910-1988) was a survivor 
of Theresienstadt, Auschwitz, 
and two other concentra-
tion camps. He wrote one of 
the earliest and most im-
portant works of Holocaust 
scholarship, Theresienstadt 
1941- 1945 – The Face of a 
Coerced Community, published 
in 1955. In addition, he was 
an accomplished novelist and 
poet. Three of his novels, Pan-
orama, The Journey, and The 
Wall, form the only trilogy in 
German by a direct survivor of 
the camps. With their trans-
lation by Filkins into English, 
Adler has been rediscovered as 
a writer and scholar. Professor 
Filkins will share selections 
from his translation of the 
novels and talk about their 
significance, as well as talk 
about Adler’s life and the 
reasons why Adler’s work was 
neglected for decades, despite 
his having published 26 books 
of fiction, poetry, and schol-
arship. Filkins will also share 
what it has been like to work 
on his biography of Adler, 
which will be published by 
Oxford University Press.

Peter Filkins is the recipient 
of a Fulbright Fellowship, a 
Berlin Prize, a Leon Levy Cen-

Peter Filkins

ter for Biography Fellowship, 
and a National Endowment for 
the Humanities Fellowship. 
His poems, translations, and 
essays have appeared in the 
New York Times Book Review, 
Paris Review, Poetry, The New 
Republic, and numerous other 
publications.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires
Venue: Hevreh of Southern 
Berkshire, 270 State Road, 
Great Barrington
Date: Friday, August 14, at 
10:45 a.m. (lunch follows at 
noon)
Advance lunch reservations 
required for this event.
Email jfb.officemanager@
verizon.net, or call  
(413) 442-4360, ext. 10
Cost: $11 with farm fresh  
buffet lunch from Freund’s 
Farm. Program only, $5.

Aging: A Lifelong Process” – A Discussion 
and Support Group with Therapist Maggie 
Bittman, August 31

On Monday, August 31, at 
10:45 a.m., the Jewish Federa-
tion of the Berkshires presents 
“Aging: A Lifelong Process,” 
with therapist Maggie Bittman. 
This free program at Congre-
gation Knesset Israel, 16 Colt 
Road in Pittsfield, is part of the 
Federation’s Connecting With 

Maggie Bittman

Community series. 
Explaining her outlook and 

approach, Bittman, therapist, 
writes: “From birth, we begin 
to age with Time. Along the 
way, we develop strategies to 
help manage the stressors that 
come with living life – those 

‘existence pains’ or ‘existential 
stressors. Along the way we 
find meaning and purpose, 
experience aloneness, confront 
mortality, and develop self will. 

“Within this context, partic-
ipants will discuss, share, and 
offer support to one another.”

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
Venue: Congregation Knesset Israel
Dates & Time: Monday, August 31, at 10:45 a.m.
Cost: This free program is part of the Federation’s Connecting 
With Community series and will be followed by a kosher hot 
lunch. Lunch is a $2 suggested donation for adults over 60 years 
of age or $7 for all others. Advance reservations are required for 
lunch and can be made by calling (413) 442-2200 before 9 a.m. 
on the day of the program.

An emigré from the former Soviet Union

STATELESS, continued 
from page 1

all cast doubt on the future of 
the French Jewish communi-
ty, presently numbering more 
than 500,000, the third largest 
Jewish population in the 
world. This talk will examine 
these and other issues per-
taining to both the history of 
French anti-Semitism and the 
present socio-political climate 
in France.

Professor Rubin is the 
author and editor of numerous 
books and articles on world 
Jewish literature, including 
Writing Our Lives: Autobiog-
raphies of American Jews 

(Jewish Publication Soci-
ety),Telling and Remembering: 
A Century of American Jewish 
Poetry (Beacon Press), and 
Celebrating the Jewish Holi-
days: Poems, Stories, Essays 
(Brandeis University Press). 
This past spring he served as 
visiting fellow at the Institute 
for American Universities in 
Aix-en-Provence, France. He 
frequently lectures both in 
the US and abroad on topics 
related to Jewish history and 
culture, and is a member of 
Hevreh.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
Venue: Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, 270 State Road, Great  
Barrington
Date: Friday, August 28, at 10:45 a.m. (lunch follows at noon)
Advance lunch reservations required for this event.
Email jfb.officemanager@verizon.net, or call (413) 442-4360, 
ext. 10
Cost: $11 with farm fresh buffet lunch from Freund’s Farm.  
Program only, $5.

from various political sourc-
es, including US Jewry, the 
Soviet government opened the 
borders and allowed its Jewish 
population to leave the coun-
try. Those who hoped to make 
the United States their home, 
however, had to prove “a rea-
sonable fear of persecution.” 

Even in the time of pere-
stroika, such a leap of faith 
meant a forfeit of citizenship 
and all personal property. 
Despite this, in a matter of 
months, thousands pursued 
this course. Finally, with 
belongings condensed into 
a few suitcases and with a 
meager allowance of several 
hundred dollars per family, 
émigrés said their last goodbye 
to friends and family, and left 
home.

Sudden changes in Ameri-
can immigration policy, how-
ever, left thousands stranded 
in Italy – stateless. The doc-
umentary captures a unique 
slice of history from the 
perspectives of the émigrés, as 
well as expert accounts from 
the influential Jewish leaders 
involved in the immigration 
process.

Admission to the film is a 
suggested $5 donation. Pro-
ceeds will benefit the Berk-
shire Immigrant Center.

The Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires founded the 
Berkshire Immigrant Center 
(formerly known as the New 
American Citizenship Coali-
tion) in 1997 as a result of its 
efforts to resettle Soviet Jews 
in the Berkshires. Between 
1988 and 2002, the Federation 
resettled over 160 Soviet Jews 
in Berkshire County. By 2006, 
when the Federation trans-
ferred oversight of the Center 
to the Berkshire Community 
Action Council, it had helped 
more than 2500 immigrants 
from over 70 different coun-
tries settle in Berkshire 
County.

Over the past 13 years, the 
Berkshire Immigrant Center 

evolved into an office of immi-
grant services in order to ad-
dress the wider needs of this 
region’s rapidly growing immi-
grant population. In 2012, the 
Massachusetts Immigrant and 
Refugee Advocacy Coalition 
(MIRA) became the Center’s 
fiscal agent, providing direct 
financial and programmatic 
oversight. The Center remains 
the only program in Berkshire 
County which offers com-
prehensive services to assist 
immigrants and refugees in 
making the economic, psycho-
logical, and cultural adjust-
ment to a new community.

The Berkshire Museum is 
at 39 South Street in Pittsfield.
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The original logo

Phone solicitor’s guide, 1982

The first Federation concert

Rhoda Kaminstein Recalls the Early Days of Federation  
in the Berkshires

While the Jewish Fed-
eration of the Berkshires is 
designating 2015 to mark its 
75th anniversary, it is more 
precise to say that entities 
that eventually evolved into 
the present-day Federation 
were first established in 1940. 
Before 1982, two organizations 
operated in the Berkshires: 
the Jewish Community Center 
and the Jewish Community 
Council of Pittsfield.

“And never the twain shall 
meet,” recalls Rhoda Ka-
minstein, who was the first 
president and second execu-
tive director of our Federation 
following the 1982 merger. She 
remembers being reluctant to 
interview for the position – “I 
had a reputation at the time 
for being quite outspoken” 
– but ended up helming the 
Federation for eight years. As 
president, she says, “I hired 
myself as executive director.”

Recalling the early 1980s, 
Kaminstein describes a Jewish 
community far more parochial 
that the one that exists today. 
Congregants from one syna-
gogue might refuse to attend 
an event in another congre-
gation’s building. Women who 
telephoned a venerable local 
synagogue would be told by 
the aging rabbi to kindly have 
their husbands call instead. 
Pressures were caused by 
having to maintain large build-
ings, existing and newly erect-
ed, that a declining Jewish 
population could not support. 
Scant coordination, or interest 
in coordination, existed among 
Jewish groups in the northern, 
central, and southern parts of 
the county.

Despite considerable and 
often passionate debate, the 
community took steps to pro-

fessionalize its Jewish institu-
tions under the Federation ae-
gis in the early 1980s. Kamin-
stein says that issues around 
Hebrew school funding were 
the first obstacles the new 
organization had to navigate. 
She remembers who saved the 
day. “Stuart Masters was the 
person who came up with the 
idea of contract hours,” she 
says, “after which synagogues 
received funds based on how 
many hours they operated and 
how many students they had. 
That took away the arguing.”

During her tenure, the Fed-
eration started its older adult 
lunch program, which grew 
out of informal lunch outings 
led by women from Congre-
gation Knesset Israel. Diane 
Weinstein and then the late 
Eadie Reder ran the lunches, 
but it was Kaminstein who 
secured the first co-sponsor-
ships from Elder Services of 
Berkshire County, a relation-
ship that endures to this day.

She also staged the first 
Federation concert in the KI 
social hall in 1984. She recalls 
being insecure about whether 
anyone would show up to see 
the Berkshire Klezmer Soci-
ety, but more than 400 people 
attended. “It was huge,” she 
recalls. 

Rhoda, a member of Tem-
ple Anshe Amunim, still lives 
in Pittsfield with her husband 
Phil, himself a past presi-
dent of the Federation. “This 
community has really come a 
long way in terms of working 
together,” she says.

Jewish Educators Needed in the 
Berkshires
Knesset Israel, Pittsfield, MA

Jewish History Teacher needed for 7th grade/B’nai Mitzvah class. One hour on 
Saturday mornings.  The subject of the class is Jewish History: Enlightenment to 
Israel, but the focus is flexible.  All materials provided. Class runs Sept.- April. For 
more Information, contact Rabbi David Weiner at rabbiweiner@knessetisrael.org or 
Elisa Snowise at elisasatki@gmail.com.

Elementary School Teacher – Grades K-2; 3-4. Hebrew reading, holidays, weekly 
parasha, other Jewish studies topics. Up to three hours on Shabbat mornings. Con-
tact Rabbi David Weiner, rabbiweiner@knessetisrael.org or (413)445-4872

Congregation Beth Israel, North Adams, MA
Looking for a passionate and creative teacher for 4th – 6th grade students on 

Mondays from 3:15-5:15 for 2015-16 school year. Develop and implement lessons, 
work with staff to create engaging holiday celebrations and other all-school pro-
gramming. For more information contact David Arfa, Director of Education, david@
maggiddavid.net and also Rabbi Rachel Barenblat, rabbibarenblat@gmail.com.

Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, Great Barrington, MA 
Elementary through 7th grade teachers for the Sunday School Program. If you 

are an enthusiastic individual with experience teaching, a passion for Jewish edu-
cation, and a desire to be part of our dedicated 2015-2016 educator team, please 
contact Rabbi Jodie Gordon at jgordon@hevreh.org or (413) 528-6378.
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For further information on all  
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires 
programs, please call Nancy  
Maurice Rogers, Program Director,  
at (413) 442-4360, ext. 15.

Mail check payable to: 
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
196 South Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201
(Please add Berkshire Jewish Voice in the memo)
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Gans Bedding, Inc.
Since 1921

mattresses . beds . futons & more

72 Stockbridge Road
Great Barrington, MA 

01230

Larry Gans Steinberg 
413-528-0023 
413-528-0317 fax 

HISTORIC 5 bedroom on desirable Colt Road.
Walk to Temple Anshe Amumin or Knesset Israel.

Listed at $339,000.

Tucker Welch Properties
F I N E  H O M E S  •  E S TAT E  PA R C E L S  •  I N V E S T M E N T  P R O P E R T I E S

info@tuckerwelchproperties.com

Call for more info: 413-698-4444
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North Adams
179 State Rd.
413-663-6600

Lee
57 Park St.

413-243-2541

Gt. Barrington
256 Main St.

413-528-4520

Pittsfield
547 North St.
413-443-5611

the choice is easy... 
trust the folks at carr!

www.carrhardware.com

the carr difference

we service what we sell

we offer set-up and delivery

we offer factory authorized 
warranty and repair work

we have factory trained 
technicians

bensinlee@gmail.com

Radon Testing 
and Mitigation

NEHA & NRSB CERTIFIED

www.berkshireradon.com 
(413) 528-9700  

❑ COMPETITIVE PRICING
 ❑ PROMPT SERVICE
 ❑ FIVE-YEAR WARRANTY

✓
✓
 
 ✓

Patient Safety in Focus at the Federation’s 
Maimonides Society Meeting
LENOX – At 7:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, August 18, the Mai-
monides Society of the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires 
will hold its second meeting, 
which will feature Dr. Paul 
Gluck speaking about issues 
relating to patient safety. The 
event will take place at the 
Lenox Library, located at 18 
Main Street, and a dessert 
reception will be served.

All health care profession-
als – MDs, dentists, nurses, 
chiropractors, physical and 
occupational therapists – 
working in or visiting the 
Berkshires are invited to this 
networking event. Chairperson 
Dr. Stuart Masters says: “Giv-
en the nature of our work, we 
are intent while in our offices, 
hospitals, or other workplaces. 
I’ve always found it beneficial 
to be able to get together with 
other healthcare professionals 

in a social environment in or-
der to talk and share ideas.”

Masters adds: “The health 
care professions have tradi-
tionally attracted so many 
Jews – this true over the cen-
turies and around the world. 
Meeting together in this way 
allows us to further align our 
values as both Jews and heal-
ers, and raise consciousness 
about the local, national, and 
international impact we can 
have through our professions 
and by supporting the work of 
organizations like the Federa-
tion.”

Also on the committee is 
Dr. Allan Lipton, semi-retired 
Professor of Medicine from 
Penn State/Hershey Medical 
Center, who was co-founder 
of the Maimonides Society of 
Harrisburg, PA. When asked 
about what a Maimonides So-
ciety can accomplish, Dr. Lip-

ton said: “Thru the Harrisburg 
Maimonides Society, we set 
up projects to share medical 
literature and equipment with 
the Barzilai Medical Center in 
Ashkelon, Israel and arranged 
visits between the two medical 
communities.” The local Mai-
monides Society will explore 
opportunities for overseas 
collaboration, as well.

Speaker Dr. Paul Gluck is 
a founding member and past 
chair of the board of the Na-
tional Patient Safety Founda-
tion, as well as immediate past 
chair of the Council for Patient 
Safety in Women’s Healthcare. 
He says that recent research 
has concluded that deaths 
caused by medical injury 
would constitute the third 
most common cause of patient 
mortality if medical injury was 
counted the same as a medical 
disease. “Only heart attacks 

and cancer cause more 
deaths,” Gluck says.

Gluck will provide an 
overview of the problem, iden-
tifying the primary reasons 
why medical injury occurs. 
“Medical errors are not usually 
cases of an individual making 
a mistake,” he asserts, “but 
rather the problem is with the 
system in place.” Even though 
medical protocols are in place, 
they are not always followed 
completely. Other issues in-
clude communication lapses 
between physicians, as well 
as between doctors and their 
patients, who might not un-
derstand medical jargon and 
may be uncomfortable asking 
their caregiver for clarification. 
Gluck says he will discuss 
how increasing medical lit-
eracy will empower patients 
both in hospital and out, and 
reduce non-compliance with 
treatment. The role of nursing 
in fostering positive outcomes 
will also be a topic, as will the 
way efforts to limit medical 
injury aligns with both Mai-
monidean principles and the 
Hippocratic oath.

Dr. Gluck, who has re-
tired from clinical practice in 
obstetrics and gynecology, has 
received distinguished alumni 
awards from MIT and the NYU 
School of Medicine. He has 
written five text book chapters, 
18 editorials and articles in 
peer reviewed journals, and 
made over 250 presentations 
across the US and overseas 
dealing with patient safety 
and quality improvement. 
He conducted patient safety 
workshops for professionals at 
the invitation of the healthcare 
agencies and governments of 

Australia, China, and Sau-
di Arabia. He also developed 
Web-based learning modules 
on patient safety, and collab-
orated with surgeon and New 
Yorker writer Atul Gawande on 
quality control measures for 
the World Health Organization 
(WHO). He currently is editing 
a textbook of patient safety in 
OB/GYN to be published by 
Cambridge University Press.

Dr. Gluck continues to 
work as an associate clinical 
professor at the University of 
Miami Miller School of Medi-
cine. He has been coming to 
the Berkshires for more than 
25 years, and currently has a 
residence in Dalton. He and 
his wife Joan are members of 
Temple Anshe Amunim and 
major donors to the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires.

For additional information 
and to RSVP, please contact 
Margo Golos at jfb.develop-
mentofficer@verizon.net or 
(413) 442-4360, ext. 19.

Dr. Paul Gluck
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Volunteers are Vital!
Super Sunday Recap and a Look Ahead to Giving Back  

During the High Holiday Season
By Susan Frisch Lehrer, Coordinator of Volunteers 

How wonderful that summer has finally come to the Berkshires and with it, a 
plethora of activities for all to enjoy. 

We’re busy as bees at the Federation with numerous programs and folks 
about. We are so grateful for all of the volunteers who assisted us during our Su-
per Sunday phone-a-thon and follow-up dates and those who continue to volun-
teer with calls, thank you letters, and office assistance. We could never function 
without all of you. Todah rabah – Thank you! 

We were so happy to see a few “newbies” join in making calls, too. It’s as 
simple as sharing what the needs are – locally, nationally, and around the world 
with our fellow Jews. Most of our donors get it – they know what’s going on in the 
world. And, in most cases, they are grateful to the volunteer who is taking the 
time to make these important calls. 

This year, we had a group of teens who helped make thank you calls. For 
many, this was the first time they had participated in Super Sunday. We know 
that in the future they will join our cadre of solicitors.

Our Super Sunday Chair, Marcie Greenfield-Simons shared her inspiring 
message, and we thank her and all of the volunteers, Federation board leaders, 
and staff who made it a wonderful day for all at both phone-a-thon locations – 
Pittsfield and Great Barrington. Many thanks, also, to Berkshire United Way, the 
Mahaiwe Performing Arts Center, and the law offices of Cohen, Kinne, Valicenti 
and Cook for giving us their office space and telephones for our special day. And 

Your Federation Presents

the bagels from Bagels Too were great, as always.
Even our little PJ Library kids participated in a morning program. They 

brought back their PJ Library tzedakah boxes and donated their pennies, nickels, 
and dimes while enjoying a fun filled super hero themed morning complete with 
super-sundaes.

I urge you all to join our Tikkun Olam Volunteer (TOV) Network. Please look at 
the box on this page of local volunteer needs and, if you can share some time, let 
us know. 

At the close of the summer we’ll be preparing for Joe’s Project – bringing gift 
bags of challah and honey to our homebound seniors and those in senior facilities 
before Rosh Hashanah. We know that many of these folks have no one with whom 
to celebrate the holidays, and a gift bag and visit is so very important to them. 
Please let me know if you can help in any way. And, we love it when families deco-
rate the bags and later make deliveries. So, if your kids are looking for something 
to do this summer, pick up some bags for them to decorate with Jewish New Year 
symbols. Our seniors love to see their creative designs. Give me a buzz and I’ll 
share what’s needed. 

Thank you and enjoy summer!

B’shalom,
Susan Frisch Lehrer, Coordinator of Volunteers
(413) 442-4360, ext. 14 
jfb.volunteer@verizon.net

Why volunteer? Why give? Those are easy questions to answer.

One gives so that Federation will have the resources and staff to 
assist individuals and families in need.

One volunteers to give back for 
whatever happiness, health, 
success or “nachas” you have 
been allotted.

One volunteers because one has 
been asked to.

The hard part is how do you 
ask for money? For me, this 
has always been the stumbling 
block. And so, on this recent Super Sunday, I had my first experience. 
I partook in the orientation and was given a script to follow. I took a 
deep breath – in fact, several deep breaths – and started making calls.

Someone answered the phone. I introduced myself and made my 
request.

Whoa! The recipient said “yes!” She was my first donor. I experienced 
relief, elation, and thankfulness, and continued my outreach. No one 
ever said no, and only regretted not being able to afford more.

Here’s the topper for me. One gentleman actually thanked me for 
taking on the task.

I felt gratitude, amazement, and pride.

In short, volunteer for others and you receive for yourself, as well. 

— Bonita Ganot

Why I Give – Bonita Ganot

To donate to the Federation’s 2015 Annual Campaign visit 
www.jewishberkshire.org, call (413) 442-4360, ext. 16,  
or send your gift to Jewish Federation of the Berkshires,  
196 South Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201
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Like us on Facebook:
• Jewish Federation of the Berkshires

• PJ Library Berkshire County

Escape into Chocolate
HAND CRAFTED IN THE BERKSHIRES

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

55 PITTSFIELD ROAD, LENOX
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Fedora Horowitz presents 
her historical novel Jaffa 
Beach, July 20

On Monday, July 20, join 
author Fedora Horowitz for a 
reading and discussion of her 
work. This Connecting With 
Community program begins 
at 10:45 a.m. at Congregation 
Knesset Israel in Pittsfield.

Jaffa Beach is a work of 
historical fiction that begins in 
1943 with the story of Shifra, 
who was born into a strict 
Orthodox Jewish family and 
is promised to marry a much 
older man. She flees to Jaffa 
Beach, a place she has always 
dreamed about. Swept into 
the waves and nearly drown-
ing, she is saved by Musa, a 
young Arab. A romantic affair 
develops. As independence ap-
proaches, Shifra has to make 
choices between her people 
and the man she loves.

Fedora Horowitz is a 
professional musician and 
writer born in Romania. Her 
award-winning short stories 
were published by the Jew-
ish Federation of Palm Beach 
County, Florida. Other short 
stories were published in 
Passager, a literary magazine 
of the University of Baltimore. 
Living among Arabs and Jews 
in Israel inspired her to write 
Jaffa Beach, which was pub-
lished in 2013. 

Author Fedora Horowitz

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires
Venue: Congregation Knesset 
Israel
Dates & Time: Monday,  
July 20, at 10:45 a.m.
Cost: This free program is part 
of the Federation’s Connect-
ing With Community series 
and will be followed by a 
kosher hot lunch. Lunch is a $2 
suggested donation for adults 
over 60 years of age or $7 for 
all others. Advance reserva-
tions are required for lunch 
and can be made by calling 
(413) 442-2200 before 9 a.m. 
on the day of the program.

Theater Arts: “Neil Simon: From Brighton 
Beach to Broadway” on July 23

On Thursday, July 23, join Diane G. Steinbrink for a talk/
performance titled “Neil Simon: From Brighton Beach to Broad-
way.” This Connecting With Community program begins at 
10:45 a.m. at Congregation Knesset Israel in Pittsfield.

The program features monologues from some of Simon’s 
funniest, most beloved and poignant characters from the plays 
“Broadway Bound,” “Lost in Yonkers,” “Forty-five Seconds from 
Broadway” and “The Dinner Party.”

There will be time for audience questions and discussion.
Diane G. Steinbrink is a graduate of Adelphi University with 

a BA in Speech and Drama. She served as the Coordinator of 
Philadelphia Plays for Living for 17 years. She was the producer/
facilitator of the Anne Frank Theater Project for Jewish Family 
and Children’s Service of Philadelphia. 

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
Venue: Congregation Knesset Israel
Dates & Time: Thursday, July 23, at 10:45 a.m.
Cost: This free program is part of the Federation’s Connecting 
With Community series and will be followed by a kosher hot 
lunch. Lunch is a $2 suggested donation for adults over 60 years 
of age or $7 for all others. Advance reservations are required for 
lunch and can be made by calling (413) 442-2200 before 9 a.m. 
on the day of the program.

Diane Steinbrink

FARM MARKETS  
ORGANIC wine 
Fine Dining  
FRESH  BAKERY 

RETAURANT CATERING LOCAL 
HEALTH DELI SUPERMARKET
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Enjoy Kosher & Mevushal Wines
Special Selections include...

Notte Italiano Prosecco, Italy
Gabriele Pinot Grigio, Italy

Guillermo de Mendoza Malbec, Argentina
Barkan Classic Cabernet, Israel

Barkan Classic Pinot Noir, Israel
Golan Cabernet, Galilee

O’Dwyers Creek, New Zealand

Recanati Chardonnay, Galilee
Jim Nejaime,
Wine Merchant

444 Pittsfield Road
Lenox, MA 01240
413.448.2274spirited-wines.com
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Staged Reading: Anna’s 
Brooklyn Promise, a work by 
D.K. Oklahoma, July 30

The Connecting With Com-
munity program on Thursday, 
July 30, will feature a staged 
reading of Anna’s Brook-
lyn Promise, a play by D.K. 
Oklahoma. The event, which 
will take place at Congrega-
tion Knesset Israel begins at 
10:45 a.m. Milton Lestz, for-
merly of the Cornerstone Play-
house in Sparta, NJ, directs. 

D.K. Oklahoma is the pen 
name of Donna Davis from 
Oklahoma, and the play is 
taken from an anthology of 
scripts. Anna and Virginia are 
having lunch at their favorite 
New York diner where Jack, 
the chef, always takes good 
care of them. Anna is a recent 
widow and meets a homeless 
woman (Bea) who she invites 
to move in with her. Bea is try-
ing to escape her evil, greedy 
stepson and his wife, and 
other family problems.

Actors featured will be 
Adam Irick, Laura Gardner, 
and Louise H. Frankenberg.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires
Venue: Congregation Knesset 
Israel

Director Milton Lestz

Dates & Time: Thursday,  
July 30, at 10:45 a.m.
Cost: This free program is part 
of the Federation’s Connect-
ing With Community series 
and will be followed by a 
kosher hot lunch. Lunch is a $2 
suggested donation for adults 
over 60 years of age or $7 for 
all others. Advance reserva-
tions are required for lunch 
and can be made by calling 
(413) 442-2200 before 9 a.m. 
on the day of the program.

FARM MARKETS  
ORGANIC wine 
Fine Dining  
FRESH  BAKERY 

RETAURANT CATERING LOCAL 
HEALTH DELI SUPERMARKET

Berkshire Museum Curator to Discuss  
Current Asian Art Exhibit, August 20

On August 20, join 
Maria Mingalone, direc-
tor of interpretation at 
the Berkshire Museum, 
as she offers an cura-
tor’s look at the exhibi-
tion presently on view, 
“Immortal Present: Art 
and East Asia.” The 
10:45 a.m. talk is part 
of the Connecting With 
Community series and 
will be held at Congre-
gation Knesset Israel.

Mingalone will focus 
on the museum’s ap-
proach to interpreting 
non-Western art for the 
Western viewer, and 
share insights about 
the curatorial process. 
This is an opportunity 
to learn more about the 
Asian artworks in the 
museum’s holdings, 
many of which have 
been viewed infrequent-
ly, if at all, in recent decades. 
There will also be an opportu-
nity to talk about work being 
done by contemporary Asian 
artists’ work. 

The Berkshire Museum’s 
expansive collection of art 
from East Asia is the corner-
stone of “Immortal Present,” 
which includes scroll paint-

At the Berkshire Museum: “Man-Deer,” 
by Wu Jian’an

ings, sculptures, screens, 
prints, netsuke, and other fine 
and decorative art objects. 
These splendid objects range 
in date from circa 600 B.C.E. 
to the 20th century. The exhi-
bition also includes works by 
more than 20 contemporary 
artists with ties to Asia.

Mingalone oversees cu-
ratorial affairs, education 
programs for students and 

teachers, and public programs 
for families and adults. Over 
the past six years, she curated 
the major exhibitions “Paper-
Works,” “Armed and Danger-
ous: Art of the Arsenal,” and 
“M. C. Escher: Seeing the 
Unseen,” and co-curated “Re-
think! American Indian Art” 
and “Race to the Top,” among 
others.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires
Venue: Congregation Knesset 
Israel
Dates & Time: Thursday,  
August 20, at 10:45 a.m.
Cost: This free program is part 
of the Federation’s Connect-
ing With Community series 
and will be followed by a 
kosher hot lunch. Lunch is a $2 
suggested donation for adults 
over 60 years of age or $7 for 
all others. Advance reserva-
tions are required for lunch 
and can be made by calling 
(413) 442-2200 before 9 a.m. 
on the day of the program.
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413-298-1029

ERKSHIREBRROOFING &

GGUTTER CO.

S
31
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4133 22998 1029
www.BGRCo.net
CEDAR ROOF
STANDING SEAM METAL
ASPHALT SHINGLES
Written Estimates • Fully Insured • Owner Installed MA Lic. #145878

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Copper • Aluminum • Gutter Covers

A+“We like your smile when we’re done”

Hebrew Lit: Works by  
Pioneering Hebrew Writer 
Lea Goldberg, August 13

Lea Goldberg (1911-1970) 
is one of the first female poets 
in modern times who wrote in 
Hebrew, as well as the author 
of one of the first novels in He-
brew by a woman. On Thurs-
day, August 13, scholar Avram 
Horowitz will talk about her 
semi-autobiographical novel 
And This Is The Light, which 
was recently translated into 
English. The lecture begins at 
10:45 a.m., and is part of the 
Federation’s Connecting With 
Community series.

Goldberg was a renowned 
poet, as well as a successful 
children’s author, theater 
critic, translator, and editor. 
In 1952, she began teach-
ing literature at the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem. Later, 
she established the universi-
ty’s department of comparative 
literature and remained its 
chairperson until her death. 
Her work has been published 
in 14 languages. Dr. Horowitz 
will also screen segments from 
the recent Israeli movie The 
Five Houses of Lea Goldberg. 

Avram D. Horowitz is a 
lecturer in modern Hebrew lit-
erature who graduated from a 
modern Orthodox high school 
in Jerusalem and served in the 
Israeli army, where he taught 
air navigation theory. He stud-
ied at the Hebrew University 
and continued his studies at 
the University of North Car-
olina at Chapel Hill, where 
he was awarded M.Sc. and 
Ph.D. degrees in mathematical 
psychology. Concurrent with 
his long career as scientist at 
the General Motors Research 
Laboratories in Michigan, he 
ran Israeli literature book 
clubs in Hebrew and English. 

Dr. Horowitz currently re-
views books and lectures on 
Israeli literature across South 
Florida.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires
Venue: Congregation Knesset 
Israel
Dates & Time: Thursday,  
August 13, at 10:45 a.m.
Cost: This free program is part 
of the Federation’s Connect-
ing With Community series 
and will be followed by a 
kosher hot lunch. Lunch is a $2 
suggested donation for adults 
over 60 years of age or $7 for 
all others. Advance reserva-
tions are required for lunch 
and can be made by calling 
(413) 442-2200 before 9 a.m. 
on the day of the program.

Avram Horowitz

For Your Health: Core Stability, Flexible Feet 
and Balance on August 17

Good postural stability is 
the basis for comfortable, pain 
free movement but, says body 
worker Carol Bennett, “before 
we can move freely it is im-
portant to reestablish stability 
through the center of the body 
– the core.”

After a career in theater 
and movement, starting in her 
60s Bennett obtained certifi-
cations and degrees in such 
body work practices such 
as the Feldenkreis method, 
aquatic exercise, and kinesi-
ology. She’ll share her experi-
ence at the Connecting With 
Community workshop starting 
at 10:45 a.m. on Monday, 
August 17, at Congregation 
Knesset Israel.

She explains: “We will begin 
with chair work to strengthen 
deep abdominals, hip stabiliz-
ers and scapular muscles. Our 
feet connect us to the ground 
on which we stand. Feet are 
the beginning of one body 
part supporting the other. We 
can stand more comfortably 

Carol Bennett

in flexible feet. Using rollers, 
balls and varied foot exercis-
es our feet can become more 
moveable and responsive.

“Using the chair as sup-
port, we will prepare for 
static and dynamic balance. 
Strengthening individual mus-
cles isometrically reawakens 
postural muscles to enable full 
body weight bearing move-
ments. Finally, we will inte-
grate what we have done in 
varied walks.”

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires
Venue: Congregation Knesset 
Israel
Dates & Time: Monday,  
August 17, at 10:45 a.m.
Cost: This free program is part 
of the Federation’s Connect-
ing With Community series 
and will be followed by a 
kosher hot lunch. Lunch is a $2 

Maggid David Arfa Celebrates the Natural 
World Through Storytelling, August 3

David Arfa

Join maggid (storyteller) 
David Arfa on Monday, Au-
gust 3, for “A Sense of Wonder: 
Journeying with Rabbi Hes-
chel and Rachel Carson.” This 
Connecting With Community 
program begins at 10:45 a.m. 
at Congregation Knesset Is-
rael.

Says Arfa: “Rabbi A.J. Hes-
chel and Rachel Carson are 
two giants who were both filled 
with wonder. They are, respec-
tively, pillars in both the Jew-
ish community and the envi-
ronmental community. During 
the first half of our workshop, 
through close textual reading, 
we will explore their nuanced 
understandings about wonder 
and awe and find relevance for 
us today. 

“During the second half, we 
will take the time to remember 
and share our own wondrous 
encounters with the natural 
world. Through this process, 
we will place wonder in a Jew-
ish context and deepen our 

personal sense of awe.”
David Arfa is dedicated to 

Judaism’s storytelling heritage 
and ancient environmental 
wisdom. His full-length story-
telling performance, “The Jar 
of Tears: A Memorial for the 
Rebbe of the Warsaw Ghetto,” 
won the Charles Hildebrandt 
Holocaust Studies Award in 
honor of its “artistic excel-
lence, depth of vision, and 
technical mastery.”

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires
Venue: Congregation Knesset 
Israel
Dates & Time: Monday,  
August 3, at 10:45 a.m.
Cost: This free program is part 
of the Federation’s Connect-
ing With Community series 
and will be followed by a 
kosher hot lunch. Lunch is a $2 

suggested donation for adults 
over 60 years of age or $7 for 
all others. Advance reserva-
tions are required for lunch 
and can be made by calling 
(413) 442-2200 before 9 a.m. 
on the day of the program.

suggested donation for adults 
over 60 years of age or $7 for 
all others. Advance reserva-
tions are required for lunch 
and can be made by calling 
(413) 442-2200 before 9 a.m. 
on the day of the program.
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270 State Road  /  Great Barrington, MA 01230  /  413.528.6378 

hevreh.org

join us for

.......................................meet our new rabbinic team!

Member, Union for 
Reform JudaismRegister for services at

High Holy Day Services
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Sing Along to Songs from 
the Golden Age of Broad-
way, August 6

During Broadway’s Golden 
Age, the songs from the famed 
musicals of that era became 
part of our country’s musical 
culture. They were sung by 
popular singers and enjoyed 
by the general public. One 
didn’t even have to attend a 
show to enjoy the rich mu-
sical heritage that was being 
created by Rodgers & Ham-
merstein, Lerner and Loewe, 
Frank Loesser, etc. 

“If only that were true 
today!” says Paula Farbman, 
who will lead sing-a-long of 
favorite Broadway melodies 
at the Thursday, August 6, 
Connecting With Commu-
nity program that begins at 
10:45 at Congregation Knesset 
Israel. Farbman will provide 
lyric sheets so all in atten-
dance may join together and 
raise their voices in song to 
the music of Oklahoma, South 
Pacific, Carousel, My Fair Lady 
and many, many more. No 
previous singing experience 
necessary!

Farbman is a pianist and 
singer who worked as a high 
school choral director for over 
30 years in Long Island, NY. 
For over 25 years, she con-
ducted synagogue choirs for 
noted cantors. She began her 
vocal training at Juilliard and 
has appeared in choral per-
formances at Lincoln Center, 
Kennedy Center, Carnegie 
Hall, Tanglewood, and the Co-
lonial Theater. She currently 

Paula Farbman

resides in Lee and is a member 
of the Berkshire Lyric Chorus, 
Cantilena Chamber Singers, 
and B’Shalom Chorale.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires
Venue: Congregation Knesset 
Israel
Dates & Time: Thursday,  
August 6, at 10:45 a.m.
Cost: This free program is part 
of the Federation’s Connect-
ing With Community series 
and will be followed by a 
kosher hot lunch. Lunch is a $2 
suggested donation for adults 
over 60 years of age or $7 for 
all others. Advance reserva-
tions are required for lunch 
and can be made by calling 
(413) 442-2200 before 9 a.m. 
on the day of the program.

Moving Through the Tree of Life: Where T’ai 
Chi meets Kabbalah, July 27

Says Sue Gurland: “As an 
acupuncturist, t’ai chi, and qi-
gong teacher, I’ve experienced 
the health benefits of moving 
energy through the body, 
including stress-reduction, 
increased energy and balance, 
and improved physical and 
mental health. Most profound-
ly, these practices have put 
me in touch with a sense of 
connection to the Oneness, the 
interconnectedness of all Be-
ing. By incorporating Jewish 
symbols with movements that 
correspond to ancient Kab-
balistic concepts, I experience 
that Universal energetic con-
nection in a way that aligns 
with my Jewish soul.”

Meet Sue Gurland at the 
Connecting With Community 
program on Monday, July 27 
at 10:45 a.m., where she’ll 
share her ideas and experienc-
es in a talk and demonstra-
tion.

Gurland holds a Master 
of Arts in Teaching from Yale 
University, a Master of Acu-
puncture degree from the Tra-
ditional Acupuncture Institute, 
and a Certificate of Completion 
in Jewish Spiritual Direction 

from the Lev Shomea Institute. 
She has been active in Wom-
en’s League for Conservative 
Judaism on the local, regional, 
and national levels, and as a 
lay leader in her synagogue. In 
2011, she received the Com-
munity Service Award from the 
Jewish Theological Seminary. 
She also participates in a Jew-
ish Renewal havurah. 

Gurland adds: “What I 
have found in all my work 
is that people are seeking a 
spiritual connection—to God, 
to community and to each 
other. By helping people learn 
to connect to the Oneness 
through their bodies, I hope 
to provide tools to access that 
Divine connection wherever 
they go and with everyone they 
encounter.”

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires
Venue: Congregation Knesset 
Israel
Dates & Time: Monday,  
July 27, at 10:45 a.m.

Cost: This free program is part 
of the Federation’s Connect-
ing With Community series 
and will be followed by a 
kosher hot lunch. Lunch is a $2 
suggested donation for adults 
over 60 years of age or $7 for 
all others. Advance reserva-
tions are required for lunch 
and can be made by calling 
(413) 442-2200 before 9 a.m. 
on the day of the program.

Sue Gurland

Be Wise… Advertise!
In the Berkshire Jewish Voice
Contact Jenny Greenfeld 
(413) 442-4360, ext. 13  
jfb.bjvads@verizon.net
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Presenting Fine Juried Crafts by Professional Artisans Since 1974

www.berkshirecraftsfair.org    •    413.528.3346

Monument Mountain Regional High School  •  Route 7, Great Barrington, MA
10am-5pm each day    •    Adults $7, Kids under 12 FREE    •    AIR CONDITIONED

•  JEWELRY  •  FURNITURE  •  CERAMICS  •  TEXTILES  •  GLASSWARE  •  WOODWORK   •

AUGUST 14  15  16    •  •  

Berkshire Crafts Fair is a not-for-profit event generating funds for scholarships and creative educational endeavors at our public high school.

 

 

Sunday, August 2  
7:00 pm 
 
Duffin Theater 
Lenox Memorial High School 
197 East Street, Lenox, MA  
 

General Admission: $25 
Young adults under 30 years of age, $20  
Children under 10 free 
 
Celebrating the Federation’s 75 years of service!   
 
Proceeds to benefit the Jewish Agency for Israel’s  
Fund for Victims of Terror 
 

 

America’s Premier Jewish A Cappella Singing Group 

Funded in part by a grant from the Harold Grinspoon Foundation  

Will Call Tickets: (413) 442-4360 - JEWISHBERKSHIRES.ORG 
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Super Sunday Reach Spans Babies to Bubbies 

More than 70 volunteers, with cell 
phones in hand and pledge cards in 
front of them, worked diligently last 
May 17 to reach out to hundreds of po-
tential donors and ask for their support. 
By mid-afternoon, they had reached 
nearly 250 donors and successfully 
raised more than $47,000 for the 2015 
Annual Campaign to support commu-
nity programs locally and help Jews in 
need around the world. 

Thanks to a generous matching grant 
from the Spitz Tuchman Family Fund, 
Michael and Joan Ury, and Stuart and 
Ellen Masters, volunteers secured over 
164 new and increased gifts bringing 
the grand total for the day to more than 
$59,474! 

But this year, it was arguably the 
younger volunteers who had the greatest 
impact. While PJ Library kids learned 
that doing mitzvahs makes you a super-
hero, local teens from the Yachad youth 
group were given one simple task – to 
say thank you. And over the course of 
the morning they reached out to over 
200 donors to do just that. 

Thank you to everyone who volun-
teered and everyone who gave! You are 
supporting Jewish life across the Berk-
shires and around the world! 

If you did not have the opportunity to 
answer the call on Super Sunday please 
contact the Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires at (413) 442-4360, ext. 10, 
or visit www.jewishberkshires.org. 

Special thanks to these partners: 

Israeli 
Jewelry

The Mews, by the Red Lion Inn Courtyard  
Stockbridge, MA 

413-298-4436

Barbara K. Greenfeld
ABR, C-CREC, CRS, GREEN, RSPS, SRES
Broker Associate • Lic. in MA & NY

413-441-5986
BarbeG333@aol.com

New Home? Second Home?  
Retirement Home?

Let me show you…

The Berkshires

Roberts & Associates  
Realty, inc.
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270 State Road  /  Great Barrington, MA 01230  /  413.528.6378 

Member, Union for Reform Judaism

hevreh.org

Inspired Jewish Learning  
for Children of All Ages

Everyone Welcome

.......................................call to speak with Rabbi Jodie Gordon or Joan Goldberg Munch today

Register now for the 2015-2016  
Hevreh Religious School year!

Your Federation Presents

“Elemental Songs and  
Ecstatic Dances,” with  
JoAnne Spies, August 24

How do songs relate to 
the elemental world around 
us? What happens when we 
notice our everyday rhythms 
and their connection to the 
elements? On Monday, August 
24, singer/songwriter JoAnne 
Spies will offer some possibil-
ities when she shares songs, 
poems, and stories from her 
own work and other traditions 
that honor earth, air, water, 
fire and ether. This Connect-
ing With Community program 
starts at 10:45 a.m. at Congre-
gation Knesset Israel.

Spies has been leading 
songwriting workshops that 
focus on writing as a conversa-
tion or a ‘turning with’ the el-
ements, inviting the audience 
to participate in rhythm and 
sound experiences that build 
community and empower voic-
es for positive change. Songs 
from her new CD, Ecstatic 
Dances, a collaboration with 
hip hop artist Jackson Whalan 
and musician producer Robbie 
Baier, will be featured. For the 
past fifteen years, JoAnne has 
headed up the Art Cart pro-
gram at Community Access to 
the Arts in Great Barrington, 
co-creating songs with elders 
and people with Alzheimer’s 
in six Berkshire health care 
settings.

JoAnne Spies

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires
Venue: Congregation Knesset 
Israel
Dates & Time: Monday,  
August 24, at 10:45 a.m.
Cost: This free program is part 
of the Federation’s Connect-
ing With Community series 
and will be followed by a 
kosher hot lunch. Lunch is a $2 
suggested donation for adults 
over 60 years of age or $7 for 
all others. Advance reserva-
tions are required for lunch 
and can be made by calling 
(413) 442-2200 before 9 a.m. 
on the day of the program.

One-Person Show: Actress Ellen Kaplan 
Portrays Doomed Artist Charlotte Salomon, 
August 27

On Thursday, August 27, 
at 10:45 a.m., actress and 
Smith College acting profes-
sor Ellen Kaplan will present 
“Charlotte Salomon: Painting a 
Life,” a one-person show about 
a German Jewish artist who 
died tragically at Auschwitz at 
age 26. This performance is a 
Connecting With Community 
program, and will take place at 
Congregation Knesset Israel.

Salomon was born in 1917 
in Berlin to a family of culti-
vated, highly assimilated Ger-
man Jews. Her mother’s family 
suffered multiple suicides, and 
her own mother killed her-
self when Charlotte was only 
seven. When she was 23, she 
learned the truth about her 
mother and though she felt the 
same pull of despair, Charlotte 
found an outlet in her paint-
ing. She compiled her artwork 
into a piece she called “Life, or 
Theatre?” that blended music, 
dramatic text and stunning 
visual fantasies to tell a partly 
imagined story of her life. 

Her work was saved from 
destruction when she put her 
thousands of paintings in a 
suitcase and begged a friend to 
hide it. “C’est tout ma vie,” she 
said – “This is my entire life.” 
Charlotte was murdered in 
Auschwitz – because she was 
pregnant when she arrived at 
the camp, she was immediate-
ly put to death. Her work was 
rediscovered decades later in 

Gouache by Charlotte Salomon, circa 1942

THIS WORK IS IN THE PUBLIC DOMAIN BECAUSE IT WAS  
PUBLISHED IN THE UNITED STATES BETWEEN 1923 AND 1963 AND 
ALTHOUGH THERE MAY OR MAY NOT HAVE BEEN A COPYRIGHT 
NOTICE, THE COPYRIGHT WAS NOT RENEWED.

France, still in the 
suitcase where she 
hid it, and is now 
housed in an Am-
sterdam museum.

Kaplan will 
present this 
program in a one 
woman perfor-
mance and use 
slides of Salomon’s 
work. In addi-
tion to teaching 
at Smith College, 
Kaplan is a play-
wright and direc-
tor whose work, 
much of which 
features Jewish 
themes, has been 
performed both 
nationally and 
internationally. 
She has been the 
recipient of nu-
merous accolades 
and fellowships.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
Venue: Congregation Knesset Israel
Dates & Time: Thursday, August 27, at 10:45 a.m.
Cost: This free program is part of the Federation’s Connecting 
With Community series and will be followed by a kosher hot 
lunch. Lunch is a $2 suggested donation for adults over 60 years 
of age or $7 for all others. Advance reservations are required for 
lunch and can be made by calling (413) 442-2200 before 9 a.m. 
on the day of the program.

Wellness: Maintaining Healthy  
Eating Habits, Sept. 3

On Thursday, Monday, September 3, at 
10:45 a.m., nutritionist Deb Phillips will speak 
about maintaining healthy eating habits at a 
Connecting With Community event at Congre-
gation Knesset Israel.

Focusing on summer in the Berkshires, Phil-
lips will show how local residents are fortunate 
to have opportunities to eat locally, support 
sustainable agriculture, and to buy foods from 
local farm markets that are situated through-
out the county. Healthier eating choices can 
boost immune systems and lead to healthier, 
more active lives. Phillips will guide partici-
pants through the process of integrating these 
healthy eating habits into our lives on a daily 
basis, starting from these summer months of 
bountiful produce and continuing throughout 
the year.

Deb Phillips is a licensed dietetic nutritionist 
and certified health education specialist. She 
holds a bachelor’s degree in Nutrition from Cor-
nell University and a master’s degree from Rus-
sell Sage College. She has additional training in 
functional and integrative medicine through the 
Institute for Functional Medicine. 

Nutritionist Deb Phillips

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
Venue: Congregation Knesset Israel
Dates & Time: Thursday, September 3, at 10:45 a.m.
Cost: This free program is part of the Federation’s Connecting With Community 
series and will be followed by a kosher hot lunch. Lunch is a $2 suggested dona-
tion for adults over 60 years of age or $7 for all others. Advance reservations are 
required for lunch and can be made by calling (413) 442-2200 before 9 a.m. on the 
day of the program.
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Programs take place Mondays and Thursdays at 10:45 a.m. Lunch is served Monday and Thursday  
at 12 p.m, through September 3. Tuesday lunch resumes on September 8.  
Venue: Congregation Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Rd, Pittsfield, MA.

JULY
Monday, 20 ............10:45 a.m., Jaffa Beach with author 
and concert pianist, Fedora Horowitz.  Lunch: Egg salad 
platters**#, gazpacho, potato salad, rolls, cookies, cof-
fee, tea, and milk.

Thursday, 23 ...........10:45 a.m., Diane Steinbrink 
will explore the life and career of playwright, Neil Si-
mon.  Lunch: Fish sticks, pineapple juice, French fries, 
beets, salad, multi-grain bread, peaches, coffee, tea, 
and milk for coffee.

Monday, 27 ............10:45 a.m., “Moving Through the 
Tree of Life: Where T’ai Chi meets Kabbalah” with Sue 
Gurland.  Lunch: Chef’s salad**#, cranberry juice, pota-
to salad, whole wheat bread, fruit cocktail, and tea.

Thursday, 30 ...........10:45 a.m., Staged readings with 
Milton Lestz.  Lunch: Roasted root vegetable pizza, sal-
ad, green beans, bread cubes, cannoli, coffee, tea, and 
milk for coffee.

AUGUST
Monday, 3 ..............10:45 a.m.,”A Sense of Wonder: 
Journeying with Rabbi Heschel and Rachel Carson” with 
Jewish storyteller, David Arfa.  Lunch: Veal stew**#, 
apple juice, noodles, Italian bread, pears, and tea.

Thursday, 6 .............10:45 a.m., Sing Along from the 
Golden Age of Broadway with musician and singer, 
Paula Farbman.  Lunch: Oriental tuna salad**, pineapple 
juice, farmer’s loaf, pudding, coffee, tea, and milk. 

Monday, 10 ............No Program Today.  Lunch: Roasted 
chicken**#, baby carrots, broccoli, noodles with onions, 
coleslaw, rolls, tropical fruit salad, and tea.

Thursday, 13 ...........10:45 a.m., Dr Avram Horowitz 
will speak of poet and novelist, Lea Goldberg.  Lunch: 
Cindy’s summer grilled cheese sandwich, gazpacho, 
salad, beets, whole wheat bread, strawberry shortcake, 
coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.

Monday, 17 ............10:45 a.m., “Core Stability, Flexible 
Feet and Balance” with Carol Bennett.  Lunch: Salisbury 
steak**#, cranberry juice, brown rice, mixed vegeta-
bles, Challah, peaches with melba sauce, and tea.

Thursday, 20 ...........10:45 a.m., Insider’s Look at Berk-
shire Museum exhibition “Immortal Present: Art and 
East Asia” with Director of Interpretation, Maria Min-
galone.  Lunch: Fresh fish**, borscht & potato, blintze 
soufflé, mixed vegetables, salad, scones, peanut butter 
cookies, coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.

Monday, 24 ..............  10:45 a.m., “Elemental Songs and 
Ecstatic Dances” with musician, JoAnne Spies.  Lunch: 
Barbecued chicken**#, tomato juice, corn on the cob, cole-
slaw, sweet potato fries, potato bread, brownies, and tea.

Thursday, 27 ...........10:45 a.m., One Woman Show 
about Charlotte Salomon with Ellen W. Kaplan, Professor 
of Acting and Directing at Smith College.  Lunch: Stuffed 
shells, zucchini soup, salad, beets, muffins, grapes, 
coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.

Monday, 31 ............10:45 a.m., “Aging: A Lifelong Pro-
cess” with therapist, Maggie Bittman.  Lunch: Hot dogs 
and California burgers**#, potato salad, three bean 
salad, pickles, potato chips, hot dog and hamburger 
rolls, watermelon, and tea.

SEPTEMBER
Thursday, 3 ..............10:45 a.m., “Maintaining Healthy 
Eating Habits” with nutritionist, Deborah Phillips, MS, LDN, 
CHES.  Lunch: Chicken tenders#, vegetable soup, French 
fries, green beans, rye bread, applesauce, and tea.

Monday, 7 ..............Closed for Labor Day

Tuesday, 8 ...............Falafel**#, pineapple juice, Tahini 
sauce and/or yogurt sauce, simple cabbage slaw, pita 
bread, sugar cookies, coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.

Thursday, 10 ...........10:45 a.m. Program to be an-
nounced.  Lunch: Roasted chicken**#, noodle soup, 
Parve kugel with apples and cinnamon, asparagus cuts 
n tips, salad, Challah, honey cake, and tea.

Monday, 14 ............Closed for Rosh Hashanah

Tuesday, 15 .............Closed for Rosh Hashanah

Thursday, 17 ...........10:45 a.m. Program to be an-
nounced.  Lunch: Tuna fish and cottage cheese plat-
ters**, potato salad, whole wheat bread, pudding, 
coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.

SEE the  

Berkshire  
Jewish Voice

in COLOR 
at 

www.
jewishberkshires.
org

A play by Terrence McNally
directed by Karen Allen

July 29—August 22
The Fitzpatrick Main Stage

BTG’s 10th Annual 
Community Theatre Production

directed by Travis G. Daly
music direction by Mark Gionfriddo

August 13–23
The Colonial Theatre
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DEATHTRAP

by Ira Levin
directed by Aaron Mark

July 1–25
The Fitzpatrick Main Stage

July 9–26
The Colonial Theatre

Kate Baldwin 
and Graham Rowat
directed by Ethan Heard

111 South Street, Pittsfield, MA
83 East Main Street, Stockbridge, MA

6 East Street, Stockbridge, MA

www.BerkshireTheatreGroup.org
(413) 997-4444
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OBITUARIES
Marion E. (Friedman) 
Kahn, 90, mother, 
grandmother, great 
grand-mother
DALTON – Mrs. Marion E. 
(Friedman) Kahn, 90, former-
ly of 293 High Street, died 
Thursday, May 21, at Spring-
side of Pittsfield.

Born in Springfield, MA on 
October 3, 1924, a daughter 
of Frank and Molly (Min-
sky) Friedman, she moved to 
Albany, NY at the age of two 
and attended Albany public 
schools and graduated from 
Schuyler High School.

Mrs. Kahn was employed 
by the State of New York in 
the taxation department for 
five years. In June 1948, she 
moved to Pittsfield, and was 
employed by the former Eaton 
Paper Co., then the former 
Bradlees department store for 
23 years, and for WalMart for 
9 years, retiring in 2004. 

She was a member of 
Congregation Knesset Israel. 
Her husband, Leonard Kahn, 
died on March 12, 1997. They 
married on June 6, 1948.

Mrs. Kahn is survived by 
two sons, Jeffrey R. Kahn and 
his partner, Diane Carmon, 
of Pittsfield, and Charles D. 
Kahn and his wife, Julia, of 
Leesburg, VA; two daughters, 
Judith Kahn of Dalton and 
Charlene Goodman and her 
husband, Aaron, of Eastlake, 
OH; one sister, Laurel Lynch 
of Rotterdam, NY; three grand-
children, Anna Kahn, Michele 
Skoletsky, and Jennifer White; 
and three great-grandchildren, 
Brayden White, Aspen White, 
and Kennedy Skoletsky.

Funeral services took place 
on Friday, May 22, at Con-
gregation Knesset Israel with 
Rabbi David Weiner, Spiritu-
al Leader, officiating. Burial 
followed at Knesset Israel 
Cemetery.

Miriam Fishelson Sloane, 
96, founding member of 
Temple Beth Elohim in 
Wellesley
WELLESLEY, MA – Miriam 
Fishelson Sloane, 96, died on 
Sunday, May 24.

Born in Malden to Rebec-
ca and Louis Fishelson, Mrs. 
Sloane spent many hours 
working in the florist shop her 
parents owned. After gradu-
ating from high school, she 
attended the Chandler Sec-
retarial School in Boston and 
worked as a bookkeeper in the 
retail industry. 

Miriam met her husband, 
Arnold Sloane, while he was 
stationed at the Chelsea Naval 
Yard as an optometrist. Once 
married, they lived in Malden, 
moving then to Wellesley in 
1950 where they resided until 
2013 when Arnold passed 
away at the age of 95.

“Mimo” as she was known 
by her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren, was 
a founding member, along 
with her husband, of Tem-
ple Beth Elohim in Wellesley. 
She worked tirelessly to raise 
money in the early days of her 
congregation. She possessed 
a flair for making new friends 
and putting people at ease. 
She and her husband loved 
to travel, play gin rummy, 

dance, and socialize with their 
friends. 

Mrs. Sloane was a devoted 
mother to her children and 
grandchildren, taking pride 
in their accomplishments and 
milestones. She will always 
be remembered for being a 
kind, caring, and devoted wife, 
mother, grandmother, and 
great-grandmother. She was 
the beloved wife of the late Dr. 
Arnold H. Sloane for 71 years; 
loving mother of Janie and 
Larry Pellish, Louise Limen-
tani, and Larry and Peggy 
Sloane; adored grandmother of 
Randy and Elyssa, Debbie and 
Mike, Kim and Adam, David, 
Alexis and Courtney; and 
great-grandmother of Hallie, 
Gabe and Eyan; and dear sis-
ter of the late Max and Hinda 
Fishelson.

Memorial observances were 
held on Sunday, May 31 and 
Monday, June 1 at the home 
of Janie and Larry Pellish. Re-
membrances may be made to 
Temple Beth Elohim, 10 Beth-
el Road, Wellesley, MA 02481 
or to the Resident Activity 
Fund at Sweet Brook Reha-
bilitation and Nursing Center, 
1561 Cold Spring Road, Wil-
liamstown, MA 01267.

Irene Baron Moskowitz, 
89, supported many orga-
nizations and individuals
GREAT BARRINGTON – Irene 
Baron Moskowitz, 89, passed 
away peacefully at her home 
on Saturday, May 30.

Born June 2, 1925 in 
Brooklyn, NY to the late Dr. 
Israel and Meryl Baron, Mrs. 
Moskowitz was a longtime res-
ident of Great Barrington. She 
worked for many years man-
aging the affairs of the cattle 
business run by her husband, 
the late Harry Moskowitz.

Known for her wit, wisdom, 
loyalty, elegance, kindness, 
and outsized generosity, Mrs. 
Moskowitz was devoted to her 
family and loved spending 
time with her children, grand-
children, and great-grandchil-
dren. She was a meticulous 
gardener, a savvy investor, an 
avid reader, a polished golfer, 
an astute political observer, 
and an unrivaled baker of 
Rugelach. She also loved her 
Benson & Hedges De Luxe 
cigarettes and J&B Scotch 
whiskey sours (tart – no fruit).

Mrs. Moskowitz support-
ed many organizations and 
individuals, both publicly 
and privately. She served as a 
member of various organiza-
tions in the Berkshires, most 
notably, Fairview Hospital, 
Fairview Women’s Auxiliary, 
Lee Visiting Nurse Association, 
Congregation Ahavath Sholom, 
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, 
and the Women’s National 
Republican Club, an organiza-
tion with which she was once 
welcomed to the White House. 

Mrs. Moskowitz was the 
devoted wife of the late Har-
ry Moskowitz of Great Bar-
rington. She was the loving 
mother of the late Susan Mos-
kowitz Grand of New York City, 
Craig Moskowitz of Sheffield, 
MA and Dr. Mark Moskowitz 
and his wife Barbara of Gas-
tonia, NC. She was the grand-
mother of Jordana Levine and 

Create a Jewish Legacy Campaign
Please remember the Jewish Community in your will.

a a

husband Andrew of Redding, 
CT; Mara Handy and husband 
Benjamin of Sheffield, MA; 
Carrie Herrington and hus-
band Richard of Hillsdale, NY; 
Ayren Pfeifer and husband 
Maj. Paul of Beaufort, SC; 
Jordan Moskowitz and wife 
Nicole of Hillsdale, NY; Aman-
da Moskowitz and husband 
Brad Hargreaves of New York 
City; Daniel Moskowitz and 
wife Laren of Hilton Head, SC; 
Harrison Moskowitz of Hong 
Kong; and Abigail Moskowitz 
of Charleston, SC. She is also 
survived by 12 great grand-
children. 

Funeral services were pri-
vate. 

Donations may be made to 
Congregation Ahavath Sho-
lom or Hevreh of Southern 
Berkshire through Finnerty & 
Stevens Funeral Home, 426 
Main Street, Great Barrington, 
MA 01230.

The Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires extends 
condolences to Pittsfield 
resident and member 
of Congregation Knes-
set Israel, Bea Selig, on 
the passing of her sis-
ter, Lillian Schechter, on 
Wednesday, June 3. The 
funeral and burial took 
place in the New York area 
on Sunday, June 7. Lillian 
devoted much of her life to 
the field of mental health. 
Donations in her memory 
may be made to a related 
cause or an organization 
of the donor’s choice.

The Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires extends 
condolences to Phoebe 
and Don Sugarman and 
family on the passing of 
Phoebe’s brother, LCDR 
James H. Thomson, USC-
G(ret), on Saturday, June 
6. The funeral took place 
in South Portland, ME.

Dr. Sidney Pinsky, a 
founder of the Sandisfield 
Arts Center
SANDISFIELD – Dr. Sidney 
Pinsky passed away on Tues-
day, May 26.

Born on a farm in Sandis-
field to Ukrainian Jewish 
immigrants who spoke very 
little English and who had 
little formal education, he was 
the youngest of six children. 
His parents were poor and 
would rent out rooms in the 
old farmhouse to families from 
New York City wanting to es-
cape the stifling summer heat.

Dr. Pinsky graduated from 
Lee High School and went to 
Washington, DC to work in his 
brother-in-law’s dry cleaning 
business. He joined the Na-
tional Guard. 

In 1950, he entered Roch-
ester University, then trans-
ferred to New York University 
where he completed his under-
graduate work and obtained 
a Masters in Social Work. 
During 1974 he completed his 
Ph.D. from Columbia Univer-
sity. During the early 1960s, 
Dr. Pinsky worked on the 
Lower East Side of Manhattan 
at Mobilization for Youth, a 
vanguard and nationally-cel-
ebrated program designed to 
combat and prevent juvenile 
delinquency.

Later, Dr. Pinsky went on 
to become a director at the 
Hillside Hospital Division of 
the Long Island Jewish Medi-
cal Center, where he remained 
until his retirement. There he 
developed and implemented 
the Queens Field Instruction 
Center, a much-respected pro-
gram designed to train Mas-
ters level social work students 
throughout the New York 
area. Dr. Pinsky also taught at 
Columbia, Fordham, Yeshiva, 
and Adelphi Universities. 

He was an outgoing, gre-
garious, and friendly man. 
Everyone loved him. He was 
instrumental in bringing 
several friends from New York 
City to Sandisfield and the 
Berkshires, helping to create 
and enhance the community 
we know of today. He was a 
founder of the Sandisfield Arts 
Center (SARC). He also played 
a very important role in estab-
lishing the Barrington Ballet 
with his late wife, Terry Pines 
Pinsky, in Great Barrington. 
In his later years, Dr. Pinsky 
was blessed with three grand-
daughters who were his pride 
and joy. He spent time with 
them throughout their growing 
up and they were always there 
for him as well. 

Dr. Pinsky is survived by 
daughter and son-in-law, Nina 
and Victor Hryckvich; son and 
daughter-in-law, Daniel and 
Victoria Pinsky; and his three 
granddaughters: Theresa, 
Nicole,and Jessica Hryckvich. 
He will be sorely missed by his 
family and many friends.

Irving Bashevkin, 91,  
received awards for  
philanthropic work

SARASOTA, FL – Irving Ba-
shevkin, 91, died on Sunday, 
June 7. A resident of Sarasota, 
formerly of Adams, MA, he was 
the widower of Esther (Green) 
Bashevkin, who died in 2010.

Born and raised in North 
Adams, Mr. Bashevkin was the 
son of David and Annie (Feder) 
Bashevkin. He graduated from 
Drury High School and earned 
a degree from Bay Path College 
in 1943, just as he entered 
the Army. He served with the 
107th Evacuation Hospital in 
Europe during World War II, a 
400 bed hospital for which he 
was responsible for all medical 
equipment and medications, 
and earned the rank of Tech-
nical Sergeant.

Upon his discharge in 
1945, Mr. Bashevkin joined 
the family business, Butler 
Coal and Grain Company in 
Adams, which became Butler 
Wholesale Products, where he 
worked until his retirement in 
1994.

Mr. Bashevkin served on 
the board of many local or-
ganizations, including North 
Adams Regional Hospital, 
Hoosac Bank, United Way of 
Northern Berkshire, Hospice 
of the Berkshires, and Sinai 
Academy. Among the honors 
he received for his philan-
thropic work are the Judge 
Ernest Rosasco Humanitarian 
Award in North Adams, Carpe 
Diem Award and Civic Award 
from Bay Path College in 
Springfield, Eliezer ben Yehu-
da Award from Sinai Academy 
in Pittsfield, and David Ben 
Gurion Award from State of 
Israel Bonds.

He leaves his loving com-
panion, Arline Levine of 

Sarasota; his daughters, 
Sylvia Bashevkin of Toronto, 
Canada and Rachel Bashevkin 
of Middlebury, CT; grandchil-
dren, Dalia Levy of Vancouver, 
BC Aviva Levy (and husband 
Adam Walman) of Toronto, 
and Elie Bilmes of Brooklyn, 
NY. He is also survived by 3 
of his 8 sisters and brothers: 
Robert Bashevkin of William-
stown; Helen Yulman of Palm 
Beach, FL; and Ruth Kelman 
of Voorhees, NJ. He also leaves 
behind many nieces and neph-
ews.

In his final years he re-
ceived loving care from the 
staff at Kobernick House, 
Tidewell Hospice, and his 
aides, Susan Ritchie, Elaine 
Verwijs, and Jackie Shriver.

Funeral services were held 
on Wednesday, June 10 at 
Temple Beth Sholom, Saraso-
ta, FL. Burial followed at the 
Beth Sholom cemetery.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Sarasota 
Manatee Jewish Housing 
Council, 1951 North Honore 
Avenue, Sarasota, FL 34235 
or to a charity of the donor’s 
choice.

Arnold “Arnie” Robbins, 
81, owned Pittsfield Rye 
Bakery
PITTSFIELD – Arnold Paul “Ar-
nie” Robbins, 81, of 2 Sunrise 
Circle died Friday, June 12 
at Craneville Place of Dalton 
following a short illness.

 Born in Pittsfield on Jan-
uary 30, 1934, son of the late 
Charles and Tillie Robbins, he 
was a lifelong resident of Pitts-
field, attended Pittsfield public 
schools, and graduated from 
Suffield Academy and Bryant 
College. He also served in the 
U.S. Army for two years. 

On June 15, 1958, Mr. 
Robbins married the former 
Linda Raflowitz and they 
would have been married 57 
years on Monday, June 15. 
They had an amazing life 
together working side by side 
at their business, the Pittsfield 
Rye Bakery. They were part-
ners in everything and enjoyed 
every minute together.

Mr. Robbins leaves his wife 
Linda; his two sons, James 
Robbins and Rick Robbins 
(Renee); and his daughter, 
Tammy Robbins Rovitz (Ira). 
He also leaves eight grandchil-
dren, Tyler Robbins (Steph-
anie), Todd Robbins (Jessie), 
Shaun Robbins, Dani Robbins, 
Amanda Rovitz, Sunny Rovitz, 
Randi Robbins, and Ryan Rob-
bins; his sister, Lois Kronick 
and his mother-in-law, Erma 
Raflowitz; also two neph-
ews, Steven Kronick (Nancy) 
and Larry Kronick (Joann); 
a brother-in-law, Charles 
Raflowitz (Linda); and tons of 
friends with whom he enjoyed 
many years of friendship.

Funeral services took place 
on Sunday, June 14 at Con-
gregation Knesset Israel with 
Rabbi David Weiner, Spiritu-
al Leader, officiating. Burial 
followed in Knesset Israel 
Cemetery. Memorial donations 
may be made to Alzheimer’s 
Association or American Can-
cer Society in care of the Flynn 
& Dagnoli-Bencivenga Funeral 
Home, 5 Elm St. Pittsfield, MA. 
01201.

More obituaries on next page
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Lichtenstein Center for the Arts
28 Renne Ave.  Pittsfield.  MA     
413.499.9348

Berkshire Art Association and
Comic and Cartoon Art Present:

Reimagined! An International Show 
of Comic and Cartoon Art 

AUGUST 1 - AUGUST 29
Gallery Hours:  Wed - Sat  11 - 4 pm

Opening Party 
AUG 1   Saturday   4 - 7 pm
Artists   +   Superheroes   +   General Public
Cartoon sketching        Music by High Adventure
Family Fun       Costumes optional 

AUG 7      first fridays  Artswalk    5 - 8 pm
AUG 20    3rd Thursday    5 - 8 pm   +   Superhero Art Tent

  	
 	
 	
 	
 	
                   Artist:  Pete Ware, 17th and Oak, UK                                                                          

The Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires extends 
condolences to Gloria 
Glattstein and family on 
the passing of Gloria’s 
husband, Andor Glatt-
stein, 86, on Sunday, 
June 14. Services were 
held at Congregation 
Beth Shalom, Teaneck, 
NJ. Interment followed at 
Beth El Cemetery in Town-
ship of Washington, NJ.

Ralph Lichtensten, 87,  
insatiable patron of the 
arts
PITTSFIELD – Ralph Lichten-
stein, 87, died peacefully at 
home on Monday, June 15.

Mr. Lichtenstein was a 
proud WWII Naval Veteran. 
Alongside his partner Cynthia, 
he had a 40 year career in the 
wine industry as a pioneer-
ing retailer, salesperson, and 
consultant. He was a jack 
and a master-of-all trades; an 
accomplished woodworker and 
restorer, a devoted fisherman, 
and in retirement, a valued 
volunteer at Tanglewood, 
Shakespeare & Company, the 
Berkshire Carousel Project, 
and the Berkshire Medical 
Center. He was awarded the 
Gladys Allen Brigham Award 
for distinguished volunteer 
service.

Over the years he was a 
scoutmaster, a hobbyist of 
every sort, a sportsman, an 
animal lover, a birder, a lover 
of the great outdoors, and a 
world traveler. Ralph was an 
insatiable patron of the arts, 
music, theater, and film, all 
the Berkshire cultural offer-
ings, and a sporting lover of 
bad puns. We will miss his 
hearty appetite, his com-
panionship, his tutelage, his 
robust cackle, his flirty smiling 
eyes, his colorful, off-center 
opinions, and his lengthy, 
furnace-like hugs which made 
everything good again. 

He was the beloved hus-
band of 66 years to Cynthia; 
loving father of Robin, Ste-
phen, Mark (deceased), and 
Adam; cherished father-in-law 
of Steven, Karen and Gina; 
and adoring grandfather of 
David (Bonnie), Leah, Sam, 
Ian, and great grandfather of 
Abigail.

 The family requests that 
donations be made to Hospice 

OBITUARIES

A Special Mazel Tov to Rabbi Jan Caryl Kaufman.
This year marks the 30th Anniversary of women in the Con-

servative rabbinate and in April, Rabbi Jan Caryl Kaufman was 
among those honored at the Rabbinical Assembly’s celebration 
at the Jewish Theological Seminary in New York City commem-
orating this occasion. Rabbi Kaufman received ordination from 
Hebrew Union College in 1979, and obtained her RA ordination 
in 1985. 

Said Rabbi Julie Schonfeld, 
executive vice president of the RA: 
“As one of the first women to join the 
Conservative rabbinate, Rabbi Jan 
Caryl Kaufman has been a pioneer 
on many levels. Her work as an edu-
cator and contributions to the world 
of Jewish education are an inspi-
ration for the rest of the movement 
and American Jewry as a whole. 
I know I can speak for my 1,700 
colleagues, men and women, when I 
congratulate her on a lifetime full of accomplishments.”

Rabbi Kaufman delivered the Dvar Torah at the celebration. 
To date, more than 300 female rabbis have received ordination 
from the RA; the 23 who did so between 1985 and 1988 were 
also honored at the celebration.

The Jewish Federation of the Berkshires wishes a special ma-
zel tov to Rabbi Kaufman on this milestone, and also wishes her 
continuing happiness in retirement.

MAZEL TOV

Mazel tov to Federation 
board member Anne Schnesel, 
whose granddaughter Lauren 
Keats was elected as Interna-
tional N’siah (teen president) 
of BBYO International. A res-
ident of Scarsdale, NY, Keats 
is deferring her first year of 
college at George Washington 
University to travel the world 
and strengthen the global Jew-

ish community as part of a 10 
member teen board that will 
chart the direction of BBYO 
and offer support and leader-
ship to local groups. Keats is 
the granddaughter of Anne, a 
resident of North Egremont, 
and the late Ernest Schnesel.

*
Mazel tov to Rose Snyder 

on her bat mitzvah.

LOCAL NEWS 

Hevreh’s Musical Summer
Ladino Songstress Sarah Aroeste in Concert + Tanglewood  
Outings

Sarah Aroeste

GREAT BARRINGTON – Sarah 
Aroeste, inspired by her fami-
ly’s Sephardic roots in Greece 
and Macedonia, has spent the 
last 10 years bringing her con-
temporary style of original and 
traditional Ladino music to 
audiences around the world. 
Her style combines tradition-
al Mediterranean Sephardic 
sounds with contemporary 
influences such as rock, funk, 
pop, and blues. She is also one 
of the few Ladino artists today 
who writes her own music. 

Aroeste will perform with 
her trio at Hevreh of Southern 
Berkshire on Wednesday, July 
22 at 7:30p.m. Tickets are $18 
in advance; $20 at the door. 
Call Hevreh at (413) 528-6378 

to reserve tickets. Hevreh is lo-
cated at 270 State Road, Great 
Barrington.

More Music with Hevreh
Tanglewood Shabbat: Cel-

ebrate Shabbat with Hevreh 
at Tanglewood on Friday, July 
24 at 5:00 p.m. Look for the 
blue and white balloons in the 
middle of the lawn to set up 
your picnic dinner, and bring 
a dessert to share. Kabbalat 
Shabbat at the back of the 
lawn will take place at approx-
imately 7:00 p.m. 

Family Shabbat Morning 
Picnic: An event for families 
with young children Saturday, 
August 1 at 10:30 a.m. Bring 
a Shabbat breakfast picnic 

and look for the group in the 
middle of the lawn with blue 
and white balloons. RSVP to 
Rabbi Gordon at jgordon@
hevreh.org.

SEE the  

Berkshire  
Jewish Voice

in COLOR 
at 

www.
jewishberkshires.
org

Care in the Berkshires and 
Shakespeare & Company/
Volunteers. A memorial service 
took place on Saturday, June 
20 at Shakespeare & Compa-
ny, 70 Kemble St, Lenox, MA.

Barbara Shack, 83,  
passionate activist
Barbara Shack, 83, died 
peacefully at her home on 
Tuesday, June 9.

She was born and raised in 
Brooklyn, NY. Her profession-
al life was one of passionate 
activism, devoted to defend-
ing and protecting the rights 
of New Yorkers. From 1971 
to 1984, she was associate 
director and legislative director 
of the New York Civil Liberties 
Union. She was co-founder of 
New Yorkers Against the Death 
Penalty and the New York 
State Task Force on Life and 
the Law, on which she served 
for 30 years. 

For a decade, Mrs. Shack 
served as chairperson of 
NARAL Pro-Choice New York. 
She was appointed to several 
judicial screening committees, 
including the New York State 
Judicial Nominations Commis-
sion for the Court of Appeals, 
the New York State Commit-
tee on Open Government, the 
Disciplinary Committee of the 
Appellate Division First Judi-
cial Department, and the New 
York State Commission on the 
Status of Women. Additionally, 
she represented the Women’s 
Bar Association of the State 
of New York as its legislative 
counsel and chaired the Task 
Force on Bio-Ethics of the 
American Jewish Congress.

However, she was most 
passionate when it came to 
relations with her family. She 
is survived by her devoted 
husband of 61 years, Donald. 
She was also a beloved moth-
er to David and Laura, much 
loved grandmother to Nicole, 
Joseph, and Francesca, and 
great-grandmother to Emma 
and Olivia. Mrs. Shack was 
unrelenting in aiding their 
ambitions and applauding 
their victories; she was their 
foremost cheerleader.

Contributions may be made 
in Barbara Shack’s memory to 
NYCLU or NARAL Pro-Choice 
New York. A memorial service 
was held at the Plaza Jewish 
Community Chapel.
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48TH ANNUAL 

HILDA VALLIN FEIGENBAUM 
MEMORIAL FOUNDATION LECTURE

SUNDAY – AUGUST 23, 2015 – 7:30 PM

Changing Horizons:  
Living in a Violent World
with Guest Speaker

Eugene Robinson
Pulitzer Prize winner, author and  
contributor to The Washington Post

Sponsored by 
The Hilda Vallin Feigenbaum Lecture Endowment 

The lecture is free and open to the public. A reception follows the lecture.

Temple Anshe Amunim  –  26 Broad Street  –  Pittsfield, MA  –  413-442-5910

B’Shalom Chorale to Hold 
its Second Season Concert
GREAT BARRINGTON – The 
B’Shalom Chorale of the Berk-
shires will present a concert of 
Jewish choral music at 7 p.m. 
on Wednesday, August 12 at 
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire. 
This is the second season con-
cert for this summer chorus of 
singers, who enjoy exploring 
the great wealth of sacred and 
secular Jewish music, as well 
as classical and contempo-
rary selections. Cantor Emily 
Sleeper Mekler, the founder 
and coordinator of the chorus, 
was the longtime cantor of 
Sinai Temple in Springfield. In 
2011, she founded and direct-
ed the Greater Hartford Jewish 
Choral Festival.

The chorus is conducted by 
Jack Brown, the artistic direc-
tor of the Berkshire Lyric Cho-
rus. He is also the choral di-
rector at Simon’s Rock College 

and at The Hotchkiss School. 
The accompanist is Joe Rose, 
also of Berkshire Lyric and 
a well-known musician in 
the region. The music for the 
afternoon concert ranges from 
classical a cappella works by 
such composers such as Sal-
amone Rossi and Lewandows-
ki, to contemporary liturgical 
works and folk songs.

Clarinetist Paul Green will 
be the special guest artist at 
the concert. Admission to the 
concert is $15. All are wel-
come. For more information, 
contact Cantor Mekler at 
(413) 531-8706 or email  
BShalomChorale@gmail.com. 
The Chorale is sponsored in 
part by the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation. Hevreh of South-
ern Berkshire is at 270 State 
Road in Great Barrington.

Rugelach Workshop in the 
Berkshires
PITTSFIELD – On Thurs-
day, August 6, at 2 p.m., 
Chabad of the Berkshires 
co-director Sara Volo-
vik will be conducting 
a rugelach workshop at 
Chabad House, 450 South 
Street in Pittsfield. All are 
invited to participate.

“Rugelach have always 
been popular in kosher 
bakeries,” Volovik ex-
plained, “and have recent-
ly been making a comeback in 
pop culture with the opening 
of hip rugelach cafes in New 
York City.”

Rugelach are twisty tasty 
traditional Jewish pastries 
with a range of fillings that are 
not exclusive to any holiday 
in particular, but can be seen 

Hadassah’s Chai Society and Nejaime’s 
Host Wine & Cheese Event
LENOX – On Sunday, Septem-
ber 6 from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m., 
Berkshire Hills Hadassah 
and Nejaime’s Wine Cellars in 
downtown Lenox will spon-
sor a wine and cheese tasting 
event featuring kosher wines 
from different parts of the 
world, including of course, 
wines from Israel. The event 
will introduce a variety of 
kosher wines for the upcoming 
holidays, as well as for every-
day consumption and enjoy-
ment. 

Owner Joe Nejaime will do-
nate 10 percent of all featured 
wine sales to Hadassah and 
will also offer customers a 10 
percent discount (which can 
also be donated to Hadassah). 
In addition to the wine tasting, 
attendees can sample some of 
the finest cheeses, also com-
pliments of Joe. 

Chai Society is a relative-

ly new giving level of a $180 
annual gift to Hadassah, with 
events mostly geared to the 
interests of younger members. 

This event will take place 

at 60 Main Street in Lenox Vil-
lage, not to be confused with 
other Nejaime’s locations. The 
event is open to the public.

Hadassah’s Robin Seeley and Emily Bernard with Joe Nejaime

at almost every Jewish occa-
sion. Its Yiddish name means 
“little twists” because of how 
the treat is made by twisting 
the corners or rolling them. 
Alternatively, some assert that 
the root is ‘rugel’ meaning 
royal, possibly a reference to 
the taste. “Either way,” says 
Volovik, “rugelach have been 
given the ‘royal treatment’ for 
a long time.”

To RSVP for the workshop 
please visit www.Jewishberk-
shires.com or call (413) 499-
9899.

Searching for the Moon:  Tales of Love,  
Despair, Faith and Forgiveness –  
A Selichot Program

Beginning with havdalah, 
on Saturday, September 5, Ri-
mon Resource Center for Jew-
ish Spirituality greets the High 
Holy Day season through an 
evening of sacred storytelling 
with Amber Chand, followed 
by a Selichot service of prayers 
and songs for this season of 
forgiveness. The location for 
this event was not decided at 
press time.

Searching for the 
Moon:Tales of Love, Despair, 
Faith and Forgiveness, is 
Chand’s one-woman show 
that recounts her journey of 
redemption. Her vulnerabili-

ty and honesty are intended 
to encourage us all to forgive 
and let go of our pasts, and 
summon the courage that is 
within each of us to be seen 
and heard.

The evening will conclude 
with a Selichot service engag-
ing the haunting melodies and 
beautiful prayers of the High 
Holy Days season, led by Rab-
ba Kaya Stern-Kaufman. All 
are welcome. There is no fee. 
Donations are appreciated. 
For more information includ-
ing location, visit the Rimon 
website: rimonberkshires.org 
or call (413) 274-1034. Amber Chand

Donate

Volunteer

Make a Difference
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I have been in The Berkshires since 2002, first as a second home 
owner and a permanent resident for the last six years. As well as 
being one of the owners of The Pittsfield Colonials Professional 
Baseball Club, I have been involved in many businesses: distribution, 
manufacturing, private equity and vacation ownership. Sales and 
marketing has always been my strength with an emphasis on “World 
Class” customer service.

I have personally bought and sold at least ten of my own residential 
properties. I have seen the good, bad and ugly in terms of real estate 
agencies and agents. With this in mind we have established a real 
estate agency that will prosper by serving our clients first and delivering 
results. That is what is expected and that’s what matters to us.

I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

781-888-0284 • buddy@mountainbrookagency.com

Buddy Lewis

Donate 
Your Car!
and support Jewish
education in the 
Berkshires

Make a tax-deductible contribution – we will pick 
up the vehicle at no cost. For more information call 
Chabad, (413) 499-9899.

boundariesforpets.invisiblefence.com

brought to
you by

Worry-Free
Pet Solutions

800-732-3181Boundaries 
For Pets
©2014 Boundaries For Pets. Invisible Fence® is a registered trademark of Invisible Fence, 
Inc. All rights reserved.

B4Pets_3_5x2_5_FEB2014_OtisGaz.indd   1 2/10/2014   12:08:01 PM

Visiting Rabbis to Speak About  
Contemporary Jewish Issues at Hevreh
GREAT BARRINGTON – 
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire 
will host visiting rabbis on the 
week of August 9.

On Sunday, August 9 at 
10:30 a.m., join Rabbi Daniel 
Freelander for an engaging 
conversation on the most 
pressing questions in Jewish 
life today, such as “Where is 
Jewish institutional life head-
ing?” Rabbi Daniel Freelander 
serves as president of the 
World Union for Progressive 
Judaism, the coordinating 
body of over 1.8 million Jews 
representing almost 1,000 
congregations around the 
world. A gifted musician and 
keen observer of the North 
American Jewish scene, 
Freelander is well known for 
lecturing on trends in Reform 
synagogue life

On Thursday, August 13 
at 7:00 p.m., Rabbi Jonah 
Pesner’s talk will be “Great 
Ideas in Pursuing Justice and 

Rabbi Jonah Pesner Rabbi Daniel Freelander

Transforming Community.” 
Rabbi Pesner is the director of 
the Religious Action Center, 
and currently serves as senior 
vice president of the Union for 
Reform Judaism. Named one 
of the most influential rabbis 
in America by Newsweek, he 
has been recognized an inspi-
rational leader, creative entre-

preneur, and tireless advocate 
for social justice. Among other 
initiatives, he is a founder and 
visionary leader of the Cam-
paign for Youth Engagement, a 
bold strategy to mobilize tens 
of thousands of young people 
in the Jewish community.

Hevreh is located at 270 
State Road, Great Barrington.

Getting to Know You:  
Welcoming Hevreh’s Rabbi 
Neil P.G. Hirsch
GREAT BARRINGTON – 
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire 
invites the Berkshire Jewish 
community to join together 
as they celebrate the formal 
installation of Rabbi Neil P.G. 
Hirsch on Friday, August 21, 
7:30 p.m. Rabbi Eric Gurvis, 
senior rabbi at Temple Shalom 
of Newton, will install Rab-
bi Hirsch and offer a special 
d’var Torah in his honor. A cel-
ebratory oneg will immediately 
follow services.

All are also invited to learn 
about “Four Tremendous 
Texts” with Rabbi Hirsch on 
consecutive Wednesdays, 
August 5 through 26, at 11:45 
a.m. “As the People of the 
Book, our lives are reflected 
through our sacred texts and 
the conversation that sur-
round them,” says Hirsch. “In 
the four sessions, we will trace 
through the major periods of 

Rabbi Neil P.G. Hirsch

Jewish thought, focusing on 
one text and one period each 
week: biblical, rabbinic, medi-
eval, and modern.”

If desired, bring a lunch. 
Hevreh is located at 270 

State Road in Great Bar-
rington.

Knesset Israel Artists to  
Participate in ARTSWALK

JTS Scholars to Share Stimulating Subjects 
This Summer
LENOX – Now in its second 
season, “JTS in the Berk-
shires” brings noted schol-
ars from New York’s Jewish 
Theological Seminary to the 
Bernstein Theater (70 Kemble 
Street on the Shakespeare & 
Company campus) on alter-
nate Friday mornings from 10-
11:30 a.m. The theme for this 
year’s Jewish adult learning 
series is “Hidden Histories.” 
This program is sponsored by 
Congregation Knesset Israel, 
and is supported by grants 
from the Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires and the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation. 

The JTS scholars this 
season will explore the roots 
of familiar Jewish practices 
and offer unexpected interpre-
tations of Jewish literary and 
historical heroes and villains. 
These university-level lectures 
and stimulating discussions 
sessions promise to uncov-
er the hidden contexts and 
conflicts that have shaped the 
things we know (or think we 
know) about Jewish tradition.

On Friday, July 24, Dr. 

David Kraemer, the Joseph J. 
and Dora Abell Librarian and 
professor of Talmudics and 
Rabbinics at JTS will speak 
about “The Hidden History of 
Jewish Marriage: Why Isn’t 
Polygamy a Jewish Value?”

Two weeks later, on Au-
gust 7, another distinguished 
faculty member, Dr. Benja-
min Gampel, Dina and Eli 
Field Family Chair in Jewish 
History, uncovers a potpourri 
of influences resulting in a 
Jewish practice still very much 
alive. He’ll be speaking about 
“The Hidden History of Candle 
Lighting: Rabbis, Karaites, 
Christians, and the Evolution 
of a Sabbath Ritual.”

Two Fridays later, on Au-
gust 21, the series concludes 
with a speaker who is not for-
mally on the JTS faculty – Dr. 
Avinoam Patt, is a JTS Fellow, 
as well as the Philip D. Felt-
man Professor of Modern Jew-
ish History at the University 
of Hartford. Dr. Patt explores 
“The Hidden History of Masa-
da: How a Forgotten Fortress 
Became a National Symbol.”

Registration for these ses-
sions is done on-line through 
www.jtsa.edu/Berkshires2015 
for $25 per session. There 
also will be registration in 
the Bernstein Theater lobby 
at each session. For further 
information, please call Myrna 
Hammerling, director of Adult 
Education and Programming 
at Congregation Knesset Isra-
el, (413) 445-4872, ext. 16. 

PITTSFIELD – On Friday, Au-
gust 7, Congregation Knesset 
Israel will participate in the 
First Fridays ARTSWALK for 
the first time. Under the aus-
pices of Downtown, Inc., this 
event showcases many local 
and regional artists in multiple 
venues throughout Pittsfield’s 
Uptown Cultural District. 

The KI art installation and 
artist reception will be open 
from 2 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. More 
than 17 accomplished KI art-
ists are planning to participate 

in a wide variety of media. 
Exhibitors include Lorraine 
Blank, Joel Curran, Alvin and 
Bonnie Edelstein, Merle Fer-
ber, Ellie Geller, Susan Geller, 
Mitchell Greenwald, Karen 
Jacobs, Kay Lerner, Stuart 
Masters, Susan Miller, Alan 
Model, Ruth Rosenthal, David 
Rothstein, Naomi Schwartz, 
Freya Segal, and Joel Wolk. 

All sites are open to the 
public with no admission 
charge. 
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Shabbat Symposium:  
S.Y. Agnon and the Magic of 
Jerusalem

Eugene Robinson, Author and Columnist, 
to Speak at 48th Annual Feigenbaum  
Lecture at Temple Anshe Amunim

Shabbat Ahavah Honors 
Jewish Valentine’s Day

Pulitzer Prize winner Eugene 
Robinson

PITTSFIELD – The 48th an-
nual Hilda Vallin Feigenbaum 
Memorial Foundation Lec-
ture will be held on Sunday, 
August 23, at 7:30 p.m. at 
Temple Anshe Amunim, 26 
Broad Street in Pittsfield. The 
speaker will be Eugene Rob-
inson, Pulitzer Prize winning 
author and contributor to the 
Washington Post. His topic will 
be “Changing Horizons: Living 
in a Violent World.” The lec-
ture, sponsored by the Temple 
Anshe Amunim Feigenbaum 
Lecture Endowment, is free 
and open to the public.

 “We are delighted to host 
Mr. Robinson, with his di-
verse experience covering both 
national and international 
issues and keen insight of the 
impacts on American culture,” 
said Andy Hochberg, lecture 
committee co-chairman. “This 
is the 48th year of the Hilda 
Vallin Feigenbaum Memorial 
Foundation Lecture series and 
it presents an opportunity to 
emphasize the civic and spiri-
tual legacy of this outstanding 
woman. It is also an occasion 
to pay a special tribute to her 
sons Dr. Armand Feigenbaum 
and Dr. Donald Feigenbaum, 
who established the Hilda Val-
lin Feigenbaum Lecture Series 
in perpetuity as a living me-
morial to their mother’s spirit.” 
The Foundation has sponsored 
lectures by leaders in Amer-
ican government, literature, 

theology, and journalism

About the Guest Speaker
Eugene Robinson has 

enjoyed a three-decade career 
at the Washington Post, where 
he has served as city hall 
reporter, city editor, foreign 
correspondent in Buenos Aires 
and London, foreign editor, 
and assistant managing editor 
in charge of the paper’s Style 
section. He writes a column on 
politics and culture, contrib-
utes to the Post Partisan blog, 
and hosts a weekly online chat 
with readers. He is also a reg-
ular contributor on MSNBC.

His journalistic career in-
cludes coverage of the trial of 
kidnapped newspaper heiress 
Patricia Hearst, interviews 
with presidents, dictators and 
Queen Elizabeth II. He earned 
a Pulitzer Prize for his com-
mentary on the 2008 presi-
dential race that resulted in 
the election of America’s first 
African-American president. 
Eugene Robinson is the author 
of, among other books, Dis-
integration: The Splintering of 
Black America (2010), in which 
he explored the disintegration 
of the black community and 
the implication for policies 
such as school reform, urban 
renewal and affirmative action. 

Robinson was born and 
raised in Orangeburg, SC 
during the culminating years 
of the Civil Rights Movement. 

He was a teenager at the time 
of the “Orangeburg Massacre,” 
a 1968 incident in which po-
lice fired on students protest-
ing at a segregated bowling 
alley and killed three unarmed 
young men. At Orangeburg 
High School, he was one of a 
handful of black students on 
the previously all white cam-
pus. At the University of Mich-
igan, he was the first black 
student to be named co-edi-
tor-in-chief of the award-win-
ning student newspaper, The 
Michigan Daily.

Refreshments will be served 
after the lecture. For more 
information, please call the 
Temple office: (413) 442-5910 
or visit the website at  
www.ansheamunim.org.

PITTSFIELD – Multiple Nobel 
Prizes have been awarded to 
Israelis in chemistry (six), in 
economics (two), and for peace 
(three), yet only one Israeli 
author – S.Y. Agnon – has re-
ceived this honor, this despite 
the myriad Israeli authors 
who are published in many 
languages, such as Amos Oz, 
David Grossman, A.B. Yehosh-
ua, and Aharon Appelfeld. 

On August 1, immediate-
ly following the Congrega-
tion Knesset Israel Shabbat 
service, Avram Horowitz, a 
lecturer in modern Hebrew 
literature, will address this 
anomaly and aspects of the 
writer’s career as he speaks 
about “The Magic of Jerusalem 

in the Writings of Nobel Prize 
Laureate S.Y. Agnon.” Horow-
itz will describe Agnon’s life 
(1887-1970) in Galicia, Pales-
tine, Germany, and Israel; his 
stories; and his acceptance 
speech at the Nobel Prize cere-
mony in Stockholm in 1966.

[For more on Dr. Horowitz, 
see the August 13 Connecting 
With Community program on 
page 12.]

A luncheon sponsored by 
the Glattstein family will be 
served prior to the lecture. The 
luncheon is free, but the num-
ber of attendees must be con-
firmed before July 29. Please 
RSVP with KI’s Director of Adult 
Education Myrna Hammerling 
at (413) 445-4872, ext. 16.

PITTSFIELD – Join the Temple 
Anshe Amunim community 
for a romantic and musical 
celebration honoring Tu B’Av, 
the “Jewish Valentine’s Day.” 
The Shabbat service will be 
infused with classic love songs 
and well-known ballads that 
complement the theme of the 
traditional prayers. This Shab-
bat celebration takes place on 
Friday, July 31 at 7:00 p.m. 
and is open to the public. A 
dessert reception will follow.

This is the second year that 
Temple Anshe Amunim has of-

fered an innovative experience 
for this holiday. “I’m quite 
excited for our program,” said 
Rabbi Josh Breindel. “Music 
and love are both universal 
languages. By blending our 
worship with some classic 
melodies, participants will be 
able to experience our day of 
rest on an entirely new level.”

For more information, con-
tact the Temple Anshe Amu-
nim office at (413) 442-5910, 
email templeoffice@ansheamu-
nim.org or visit www.anshean-
umim.org.
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Calendar – Ongoing Events
Around the Community

Note: This calendar may not reflect all 
ongoing events during the summer 
season. Please see the “Berkshire 
Jewish Summer,” available online, for 
a complete listing of events.

Continuous – Chabad of the Berkshires 
“Smile on Seniors,” or “S.O.S.,” volunteer 
program to serve senior citizens in the 
Berkshires. Information for families who 
can benefit and volunteers: Rabbi Levi 
Volovik at (413) 499-9899 or visit www.
jewishberkshires.com.

New England Holocaust Institute & 
Museum – With museum space in limbo at 
press time, founder Darrell English remains 
available to bring selections from his collec-
tion of Holocaust artifacts to presentations 
for organizations, schools, and private 
functions. To schedule offsite presentations, 
call Ed Udel at (413) 446-8409.

Monthly – Ruthie’s Lunch Bunch meets 
at Congregation Beth Israel, or a local 
restaurant. Call for details. Congregation 
Beth Israel, 53 Lois Street, North Adams. 
Information: (413) 663-5830.

Monthly – Volunteers from various con-
gregations, provide a Jewish service, social 
interaction, and entertainment to residents 
at Great Barrington’s Fairview Commons 
and the Great Barrington Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center. Information: Don 
Victor at (413) 528-3742.

Monthly, fourth or fifth Sunday – 
Volunteers from Congregation Beth Israel, 
53 Lois Street, North Adams “Take and Eat” 
program cook, package, and deliver hot 
meals for all North Adams clients of “Meals 
on Wheels.” Information: (413) 663-5830 
or office@cbiweb.org.

Monthly – One Monday a month (date 
varies according to length of book), the 
CBI Book Discussion Group meets at Con-
gregation Beth Israel at 7:00 a.m. Check 

the CBI Newsletter for current books and 
schedule. Information: Chaim Bronstein at 
(917) 609-6732.

Sundays (second of each month) – 
Berkshire Hills Society of Israeli Philatelists 
meet. Discuss Israeli and American stamps. 
Coffee and donuts. Information: Ed Helitzer, 
(413) 447-7622, daytime.

Sundays, 10:15 a.m. (every six 
weeks) – Congregation Ahavath Sholom 
Book Club. Contact Walter Orenstein: 
ptcpa@roadrunner.com for titles, dates, 
and location.

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. (every seven 
weeks) – Congregation Ahavath Sholom’s 
“Bagels and Brainstorms.” Contact Guy 
Pancer, GPancer2@sbcglobal.net or (860) 
435-2821 for topic and location.

Sundays, 11:11 a.m. – Congregation 
Beth Israel’s Sunday Morning Film series 
continues with a showing of Tevya (1939, 
in Yiddish with English subtitles) on August 
2 and The Way We Were (1973, in English 
with Barbara Streisand) on August 30. This 
year’s series theme is interfaith romantic 
relationships. Bagels will be served, and a 
discussion follows. Free. CBI is at 53 Lois St, 
North Adams. Information: (413) 663-5830

Tuesdays, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. – A 
weekly Torah Portion of the Week study 
group at Congregation Knesset Israel, 16 
Colt Road, Pittsfield, with Myrna Hammer-
ling who holds a Masters in Judaic Studies 
from Jewish Theological Seminary. Free. 
Information: (413) 445-4872, ext 16. 

Tuesdays, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. (Au-
gust 4-25) – Scene study with Dr. Barbara 
Waldinger, professor artistic director of HRC 
Showcase Theatre in Hudson, NY. Students 
will have the opportunity to prepare and 
perform scenes in a supportive atmosphere 
that encourages creativity and individual 
interpretation. 4-session course is $40 for 

Temple members, $45 for non-members; or 
$15 for any individual session.. Information: 
Call (413) 442-5910.

Tuesdays, 11:30 a.m. (Through July 
28) – “Reading Hebrew from the Siddur”. 
Improve your fluency in reading Hebrew 
with Esther Benari-Altmann at Temple 
Anshe Amunim, 26 Broad Street, Pittsfield. 
Open to the community at large. Regis-
tration, full information: (413) 442-5910, 
extension 12, or eba@ansheamumim.org.

Tuesdays (July 28 and August 11), 
from 4 to 5:30 p.m. – “Reconsidering 
the Holocaust,” facilitated by Lou Levine. 
Learn about and discuss new research that 
has transformed the study of the Holocaust 
in recent years. Levine was a professor, 
museum curator, and museum director. 
He retired from a senior position at New 
York’s Museum of Jewish Heritage in 2012. 
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, 270 State 
Road, Great Barrington. Information: (413) 
528-3280 or hindacbodinger@gmail.com.

Wednesdays, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
– optional meditation 11:30 a.m. to noon 
– “Yoga @ KI” with instructor Jane Rosen at 
Congregation Knesset Israel social hall, 16 
Colt Road, Pittsfield. $5 per class for Knesset 
Israel members; $10 for non-members. 
Open to the public. Information: Jane 
Rosen at (413) 464-0173 or janerosen@
berkshire.rr.com.

Wednesdays, from 10:30 to 11:30 
a.m. – Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, 
270 State Road, Great Barrington, offers 
“an hour of morning stillness” with Nina 
Lipkowitz, a certified Kripalu Yoga Teacher. 
Donation of $10 is asked for from non-mem-
bers. Information: (413) 528-6378.

Wednesdays at noon (July 22-August 
26) – Rabba Kaya Stern-Kaufman of Rimon 
teaches a class on the weekly Torah portion 
guided by the commentaries of the Hasidic 
Masters. The Chapel of the Church on the 
Hill, 55 Main St., Lenox. RSVP to info@
rimonberkshires is appreciated.

Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m. – Explore 
the stories behind the story of the weekly 
Torah portion at Tea and Torah, at Chabad 
of the Berkshires, 450 South Street, Pitts-
field MA. Led by Sara Volovik, the course 
is intended to outline a spiritual road map 
for day to day life. Using the weekly Torah 
portion as a starting point, participants will 
learn from the Talmud, Midrash, and Cha-
sidic masters, as well as from the insights 
of others in the class. The course is free 
of charge, and no prior background in 
Hebrew or the subject matter is necessary.

Wednesdays, at 2:00 p.m. – “Conver-
sational Hebrew”. Learn to speak Hebrew 
from a native Israeli with Esther Benari-Al-
tmann, Temple Anshe Amunim, 26 Broad 
Street, Pittsfield. Information and regis-
tration: (413) 442-5910 ext. 12 or eba@
ansheanumim.org.

Wednesdays, 7 to 9 p.m., through 
August 12 – Rehearsals for the B’Shalom 
Chorale of the Berkshires at Hevreh of 
Southern Berkshires, 270 State Road, Great 
Barrington. Dues for the season are $50. 
Information: (413) 531-8706 or BShalom-
ChoraleoftheBerkshires@gmail.com. 

Thursdays, from 10:45 a.m. to 12 
p.m. – The Book of Kings, with Rabbi 
David Weiner. Explore the history, politics 
and meaning-making of ancient Israel. 
Please bring a TaNaKh (Bible) to class. At 
Knesset Israel. Information and Schedule: 
(413) 445-4872.

Thursdays (July 23 at 1 and 2 p.m. 
& July 30 at 1 p.m.) – Workshops pre-
sented by Rabbi Aaron Crispe and Sara 
Esther Crispe exploring contemporary 
issues through the lens of Kabbalah. $15 
per class at Chabad of the Berkshires, 450 
South Street, Pittsfield. Call (413) 499-9899 
or visit www.jewishberkshires.com.

Thursdays (fourth of each month) – 
Hadassah Book Club. For times, locations 
of meetings, and further information about 
the books: Jane Rosen at (413) 464-0173 
or janerosen@berkshire.rr.com.

Thursdays, from 5 to 6:30 p.m. – 
“Modern Hebrew Conversation,” with Es-
ther Benari-Altmann, Teens and adults join 
together for lively study of Modern Hebrew 
with an expert instructor. Congregation 
Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road, Pittsfield. 
Information: (413) 445-4872.

Fridays, last of month, time varies 
with candle lighting – Chabad of the 
Berkshires’ “Friday Night Live,” traditional 
Kabbalat Shabbat service. Information: 
(413) 499-9899 or visit www.jewishberk-
shires.com. 

Fridays, at 9:00 a.m. – Meditation with 
Rabbi Rachel Barenblat in the Congregation 
Beth Israel sanctuary, 53 Lois Street, North 
Adams, overlooking the Berkshire moun-
tains. Silence, chanting, and meditation 
designed to help prepare for Shabbat. All 
welcomed. Information: (413) 663-5830 
and www.cbiweb.org.

Fridays, from 9:30 to 11 a.m. (7/24, 
then on subsequent 2nd and 4th 
Fridays through fall) – “Talmud Study 
for Everyone,” with Sid Freund. Read Tal-
mud (Steinsaltz ed.) and engage in spirited 
debate on the merit of cases. Knowledge 
of Hebrew is not a prerequisite. “Don’t 
say, ‘When I’ll be free, I will study,’ lest you 
never be free.” (Pirkei Avot 2:4.) Hevreh of 
Southern Berkshire, 270 State Road, Great 
Barrington. Information: (413) 528-3280 
or hindacbodinger@gmail.com.

Fridays, from 9:30 to 11 a.m. (7/17, 
8/7, 8/21, 9/4) – “Ideas in Finance,” issues 
related to personal finance. With retired 
financial industry executives Stuart Sch-
weitzer (formerly of JP Morgan Chase) and 
JayWeintraub (formerly of Merrill Lynch). 
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, 270 State 
Road, Great Barrington. Information: (413) 
528-3280 or hindacbodinger@gmail.com.

Fridays, usually first of each month 
at 5:30 p.m. (followed by a family 
style Shabbat dinner at 6:15 p.m.) – 
Congregation Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road, 
Pittsfield. Shirei Shabbat (“Songs of Shab-
bat”). Unique service combines melodies 
from Carlebach, Debbie Friedman, and 
Camp Ramah to create a ruach (“spirited”) 
filled family friendly experience. Cost $18 
per adult, $36 family maximum. Dinner 
reservations are due by the Monday before 
services. Full information: (413) 445-4872, 
ext 11. 

Fridays at 7 p.m. (July 24, August 7, 
& August 28) – Rimon Resource Center 
for Jewish Spirituality hosts a musical and 
contemplative Kabbalat Shabbat service at 
the First Congregational Church of Stock-
bridge, 4 Main St., Stockbridge. Bring a 
vegetarian dish for the potluck that follows. 
With Reb Shir Yaakov Feit (7/24 and 8/7) 
and harpist Carol Emmanuel. RSVP to info@
rimonberkshires.

Saturdays, from 9:30 to 10:45 a.m. 
– “Torah Plus: Exploring Jewish Text and 
Culture”. Join Rabbi Josh Breindel for a 
conversation based on the texts of the 
Jewish people and reflection on what it 
means to be Jewish. All texts are offered in 
English. Temple Anshe Amunim, 26 Broad 
Street, Pittsfield. Free. Open to the public. 
Information (413) 442-5910 or templeof-
fice@ansheamunim.org.

Learning is Discovery

Great is here.  
Space is limited.  

Apply to BCD now.

Preschool through Grade 9    413 637 0755    BerkshireCountryDay.org

This is going to be great. 
You know it.  

We know it too.
You are why we get up in the morning.  

We can’t wait to see what great looks like today.  
Show us.
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$15 Off any facial or  
massage (complimentary  

sauna session).  
Limit 1 per customer.  

Cannot be combined with  
any other offer.
Expires 8/15/15

20% Off 
Any service for new  

customers.
Cannot be combined with  
any other offer. Not valid 
toward the purchase of  

a gift certificate.
Expires 8/15/15

Voted The Berkshires Best Spa!

Spring Specials

Free 
eyebrow or lip wax  

with any facial.  
Limit 1 per customer.  

Cannot be combined with  
any other offer.
Expires 8/15/15

740 Williams St., Pittsfield (Williams St. plaza, Next to Berkshire Eye Center)

Open 6 days

Assisted Living . Memory Care . Respite

To learn why EPOCH at Melbourne is the 
‘Residence of Choice for Seniors,’ 

call today!

413-499-1992 
140 Melbourne Road
Pittsfield, MA 01201

www.EPOCHMelbourne.com

LOCAL NEWS

Morning Worship in the Great Outdoors

Spirituals from the Shtetl, 
Davening from the Delta

Anthony Russell

HOUSATONIC – At 8:00 p.m. 
on Saturday, August 8, Rimon 
Resource Center for Jewish 
Spirituality presents Anthony 
Russell in “Convergence,” a 
concert blending Yiddish art 
songs and African American 
spirituals. As a convert to Ju-
daism, Russell, a former pro-
fessional opera singer, discov-
ered the soul-deep connections 
between 19th-century black 
music, Yiddish art songs, and 
cantorial music. Graced with 

a stunning bass voice reminis-
cent of Paul Robeson, Russell 
explores these connections in 
this unique show. This benefit 
concert for Rimon Resource 
Center for Jewish Spirituality 
will be held at the Unitarian 
Universalist Meeting House, 
1089 Main Street in Housaton-
ic. General admission tickets 
are $30 and can be purchased 
through the Rimon website at 
www.rimonberkshires.org or 
by calling (413) 274-1034.

MONTEREY – Rebbe Nach-
man of Bratzlav said: “When a 
man goes out to the meadows 
to pray, every blade of grass, 
every plant and flower, all enter 
his prayers and help him, put-
ting power and strength into 
his words” (Lekutei Moharan II).

At 9:30 a.m. on August 16 
and 30, Rabba Kaya Stern-
Kaufman of Rimon Resource 

Center for 

Jewish Spirituality leads 
Sunday prayer hikes in the 
beautiful Berkshire Hills. This 
alternative morning prayer 
experience will include chant-
ing, davening, and walking 
meditation during a gentle 
walk in the woods. An alter-
native siddur designed for this 
hike will be provided, as well. 
Please bring bug spray and 
water. There is no fee and all 

Unique bird feeders,  
birdhouses, birdseed,  

binoculars and bird guides.
Outdoor furniture and birdbaths.

783 South Main Street 
Great Barrington, MA 01230 

413-644-9007
www.wild-birdstore.com

Across from Guido’s

are welcome.
For more information, 

including directions, locations 
of prayer hikes, and to RSVP, 
please contact Rimon at (413) 
274-1034, email info@ 
rimonberkshires.org, or visit  
www.rimonberkshires.org.

For more Rimon programs, 
please see the ongoing events 
calendar on page 23.
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CULTURE AND ARTS

CONTACT STEVE ERENBURG FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS IN THE BERKSHIRES... 
m: 201 663 0800

47 CHURCH STREET LENOX, MA 413 637 1086

www.cohenwhiteassoc.com

Congregation Knesset Israel
16 Colt Road, Pittsfield

ONGOING MINYANS
Sunday ...... 8:45 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
Tuesday ............................ 7 p.m.
Friday ........ 7 a.m. and 5:45 p.m.
Saturday, 9:30 a.m. and evenings 
approximately 30 minutes before 
sunset

CANDLE-LIGHTING 
July 24 ................................. 8:03
July 31 ................................. 7:55
August 7 .............................. 7:47
August 14 ............................ 7:37
August 21 ............................ 7:27
August 28 ............................ 7:15
September 4 ........................ 7:03

See “Berkshire Jewish Congrega-
tions and Organizations” on page 
23 for information on all regularly 
scheduled services in the area. Con-
tact a congregation directly if you 
wish to arrange an unscheduled 
minyan.

Berkshire Jewish Film Festival Marks 29 Seasons with a  
Compelling Lineup of Films
LENOX – The Berkshire Jew-
ish Film Festival, one of the 
longest running in the USA, 
will hold its 29th consecu-
tive season on Mondays from 
July 13 through August 17 
in the Duffin Theater, Lenox 
Memorial High School, 197 
East Street, Lenox, MA. Twelve 
films will be featured from the 
United States, Canada, Israel, 
France, Germany, Palestine, 
Poland, and the United King-
dom. All presentations are 
open to the public.

On July 20, the 4 p.m. 
screening of Frank Moeller’s 
documentary Forbidden Films 
explores the issue of whether 
films produced by the Third 
Reich should receive public 
exposure. Belle and Sebastian 
at 8 p.m. is the lavish adapta-
tion of the beloved children’s 
book, an inspiring story of an 
unshakeable bond between 
a boy and his dog set in the 
snowy French Alps during 
World War II. 

The festival continues on 
July 27 at 4 p.m. with Victor 
“Young’ Perez, the true story 
of a Tunisian Jewish World 
Flyweight Boxing Champion in 
1931-32 who was transported 
to Auschwitz and forced to 
participate in boxing match-
es for the amusement of the 
Nazis. Above and Beyond at 
8 p.m. follows a ragtag band 
of volunteer airmen from the 
United States mobilizing in the 
skies above Israel to fight for 
the fledgling nation’s survival, 
turning the tide of Israel’s War 
of Independence and laying 
the foundation for its air force.

On August 3 at 4 p.m. in 
Secrets of War during WWII 
the friendship of two boys is 
at risk when a girl tells a very 
personal secret to only one of 
them. At 8 p.m., The Green 
Prince portrays Mosab Hassan 
Yousef, son of a Hamas leader, 
who emerged as one of Isra-
el’s prized informants and the 
Shin Bet agent who risked his 

career to protect him.
At 4 p.m. on August 10, 

the film will be Theodore Bikel: 
In the Shoes of Sholem Ale-
ichem, a joyous extravaganza 
of Jewish storytelling and song 
immortalizing two beloved 
cultural icons. In Dough at 
8 p.m., an old Jewish baker’s 
faltering business is inad-
vertently saved by his young 
Muslim apprentice in a British 
“dramedy”. 

A Borrowed Identity at 
4 p.m. on August 17 depicts 
a young Palestinian outsider 
who struggles to find his place 
in Israeli society in a coming-
of-age drama. The festival con-

cludes at 8 p.m. with Apples 
from the Desert. This film is an 
adaptation of the award-win-
ning Israeli play that poignant-
ly explores themes of love and 
reconciliation as the rebellious 
teenage daughter of ultra-Or-
thodox Jewish parents jour-
neys into the secular life. 

The Berkshire Jewish Film 
Festival is generously spon-
sored by the Greylock Federal 
Credit Union and the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation. Seat-
ing is general admission. For 
information call Congregation 
Knesset Israel at (413) 445-
4872, ext. 25 or visit  
www.knessetisrael.org.

From “Above and Beyond”

From “Dough”From “Theodore Bikel: In the Shoes of Sholem Aleichem”

You may request that the 
Berkshire Jewish Voice be 
mailed to your home. 

Just email us at

jfb.berkshirevoice@ 
verizon.net

for information.
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SPECIAL SECTION: ENGAGING WITH ISRAEL

Music in Common is Building Cultural Bridges in Israel and in  
the Berkshires

“Both sides want [the 
Arab/Israeli] conflict to end 
far more than the media lets 
you believe,” says Todd Mack, 
director of Music in Common 
and a musician, writer, and 
producer.

His optimism is one result 
of five years of outreach in 
Israel with Music in Com-
mon, which brings young 
Jews and Arabs together for 
multiday collaborative work-
shops in which they create 
songs and multimedia projects 
around themes they deter-
mine together. Since 2010, 
Mack and colleagues from 
the Berkshires (among them 
associate director Lynnette 
Najimy, a non-Jew of Middle 
Eastern ancestry) and beyond 
have been traveling to Israel. 
There they work with artists 
and educators to develop a 
network dedicated to what 
Mack describes as “community 

peace building.” 
Music in Common was 

born out of loss – Mack was 
a friend and band mate of 
the late Wall Street Journal 
reporter Daniel Pearl (whose 
early career included stints at 
the North Adams Transcript 
and the Berkshire Eagle). 
After Pearl’s 2002 murder 
by Pakistani Islamists, Mack 
says he “felt compelled to do 
something more.” In 2005, 
he started hosting informal 
music jams in his backyard 
to honor his friend’s memory, 
events that affirmed his belief 
in music’s power to bridge 
divides between peoples. “That 
feeling,” he recalls, “morphed 
into Music in Common.” 

Starting in 2010, Mack 
started traveling extensively 
in Israel and the West Bank 
to organize community con-
certs that brought residents 
from both sides of the fences 

together. While an 
uptick in region-
al tensions has 
made these types 
of concerts difficult 
to stage, Music in 
Common’s youth 
initiative programs 
have been making 
steady inroads.

“Everything hap-
pened quickly,” he 
recalls, describing 
how he leveraged 
relationships with 
Israeli musicians 
and a contact at the 
American embassy 
to get started. “Isra-
el is a small country 
with a small ‘co-ex-
istence scene,’” he 
says, “that is always 
pleasantly surprised 
to find someone 
else working in that area.” The 
group soon developed a larger 
team of mostly Israeli facil-
itators, which Mack says is 
“more sustainable. It’s better 
for people there than just hav-
ing Americans coming in and 
telling everyone to get along.”

Each year, Music in Com-
mon conducts two three-week 
sessions in Israel, in late 
autumn and in spring. During 
each session, the group holds 
between three and six work-
shops of two days’ duration, 
“hyper-sensitive,” according 
to Mack, in ensuring that a 
balance exists between Israeli 
Jews and both Christian and 
Muslim Arabs as participants 
and facilitators. “It often starts 
with suspicion on both sides,” 
he says, as teenagers who may 
have lived their entire lives 
in towns located 15 minutes 
apart without ever having 
engaged one another’s culture 
finally meet.

Despite the wariness, Mack 
says, “they are there because 
they have a curiosity about 
each other and want to be 
there. Since two days is not 
a lot of time, the conversa-
tions have to start tactfully 
and quickly.” The teenagers, 
who have prepared for the 
workshops in the preceding 
weeks, share their work and 
create a song about what they 
are thinking. “Music is just a 
vehicle for getting them to the 

Todd Mack (third from left) with Music in Common participants

table,” says Mack. “Our task 
is to find leaders and young 
people open to participating. 
Being non-musical does not 
preclude anyone.” The facili-
tators don’t equip the partici-
pants with much, preferring to 
let interactions develop organ-
ically. “Part of why it works is 
because it’s so spontaneous,” 
Mack says. “We depend on 
what’s going on with the kids 
to influence how deep the dia-
logue is going to get.”

Ultimately, the engagement 
is not intended to grapple 
with the ever-raging political 
debates, but rather to spur 
participants to “express to one 
another what it is like to be 
an Arab or what it’s like to be 
a Jew,” says Mack. Inevita-
bly, current events – such as 
armed conflict and terrorism – 
can markedly dictate the tone 
of a program.

In the summer of 2014, 
Music in Common expanded 
its playbook by bringing nine 
Israelis and Palestinians to 
the Berkshires, where they en-
gaged nine American students 
at a week-long workshop held 
at Bard College at Simon’s 
Rock in Great Barrington. 
Tensions were often high, as 
the event coincided with last 
summer’s conflict in Gaza. 
This “much deeper immer-
sion,” according to Mack, 
showed the different partici-
pants how “strikingly different 

the environments they live in 
are. The Israelis and Pales-
tinians never know when the 
other shoe might drop – even 
if there is no violence, they are 
always on edge.” 

In contrast, the American 
teens had no clear idea of the 
stresses their Middle Eastern 
counterparts face. Jessie Rog-
ers, 17, of Great Barrington 
participated in the Simon’s 
Rock workshop, and says: 
“Being raised in the US in the 
Reform Jewish tradition, what 
surprised me is the intensi-
ty with which both Muslims 
and Jews hold their religious 
beliefs. I learned that over 
there, beliefs are what keep 
you alive, and that people have 
to articulate what they believe 
in order to define themselves 
and get by.”

This winter, Music in Com-
mon will again expand its proj-
ect scope by sending a small 
delegation of US students 
to Israel for 10 days. They’ll 
spend four days immersed in 
the Music in Common pro-
gram, and then tour Israel and 
perhaps visit the West Bank. 
Mack says he is still looking 
for participants. “We’ll be going 
with no political bias,” he 
explains, “and hope everyone 
comes out thinking their own 
thoughts in a balanced way.” 

Those interested can find 
out more at www.musicincom-
mon.org.
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Barbara K. Greenfeld
abr, c-crec, crs, green, rsps, sres

Broker Associate • Lic. in MA & NY

413-637-4200 ext. 16 
413-441-5986 cell 

BarbeG333@aol.com

RobeRts & AssociAtes ReAlty, inc.
EXCLUSIVE LISTINGS

HOUSES

CONDOS

112 SPADINA PARKWAY, PITTSFIELD. Wow!!  
What a spectacular property right in the heart of 
Pittsfield. A 10 room Georgian Colonial that has 
such graciousness about it.. The grounds have 
been lovingly cared for and include a private pool..
There is more than ample room for entertaining 
both inside and outside.. Close to the Pittsfield 
Country Club and a short ride to Berkshire  
Medical Center plus many other Berkshire attractions. $649,000. R2483

157 MOUNTAIN DRIVE, PITTSFIELD A beautiful 
split level home in Southeast Pittsfield..roomy and 
meticulously cared for.. bordering Sackett Brook.. 
green house attached to 3-car garage.. separate 
shed that has electricity installed.. Wood burning 
and gas fireplaces.. 4 zoned heating.. radiant heat 
in large entry..  $375,000.  R2512 

5 EATON LANE, PITTSFIELD. Come on home...
down the lane to this comfy and inviting 5 
bedroom, 4 bath colonial on 1.4 Acres.. Private 
inground pool set in a serene setting of beautiful 
landscaped property.. Will be great as a primary, 
second or retirement home.. Across from the 
Country Club of Pittsfield, restaurants, theatres 
and a short ride to Tanglewood, plus close to the Bousquet ski area.. 
R2544 $519,000.

2 FIELDSTONE DRIVE, LAKECREST, PITTSFIELD..A 
sought after contemporary end unit with 4 bedrooms and 
3 baths.. Great room with fireplace.. private extended deck 
(woods in the back).. Amenities include: marina, tennis, 
heated outdoor pool, play area, exercise room, sauna, 
library, party area.. Selling furnished.. C 2454 $349,900.

28 CHURCHILL CREST, PITTSFIELD End unit ranch w/ 
central A/C.. 2 bedrooms and 1 full bath on first floor level 
along with bright living room w/ stone fireplace and sliders to 
deck.. separate dining room.. eat-in kitchen.. Lower Level has 
3/4 bath (shower stall).. large panelled family room.. laundry.. 
HW heater.. central vacuum system and attached one car 
garage.. All electric heat with baseboards.. Association offers 
pool and tennis. C 2504  $174,500.

ROLLING HILLS, LENOX  THREE UNITS FOR SALE:

UPPER 2-8  Great location.. short walk to clubhouse, mailroom, pool, exercise room, party 
room and kitchen.. tennis courts nearby and walking trails also.. Kitchen remodeled with 
KraftMaid cabinets and granite countertops.. This unit has high ceilings and a beautiful 
view of Yokun Brook.. C2187   $169,000.

LOWER 2-7 This is an exquisite First Floor Unit that has had a complete overhaul.. New 
furnace.. new A/C compressor.. new washer and dryer. Quality oak floors installed in 

all first floor rooms, except baths and kitchen.. Indirect 
sconce lighting in living room, bedroom, study-guest 
room, and lower guest room. Pilasters and wall mirrors 
installed in living/dining areas.  C2494  $174,000.

FIRST FLOOR (LOWER) UNIT 3-2 new appliances and 
new furnace and water heater. Selling furnished for 
$159,900. C2532

SPECIAL SECTION: ENGAGING WITH ISRAEL

Taglit-Birthright Israel – Encounters with Israel Changing  
Young Jewish Lives
By Leonard Saxe, Brandeis University

Earlier this summer in a 
Tel Aviv park, Taglit-Birth-
right Israel – which takes Jews 
ages 18-26 on free 10-day 
trips to Israel – celebrated its 
500,000th participant. Among 
the half million alumni of the 
program since its launch 15 
years ago, nearly 300,000 were 
U.S. Jewish college students 
and recent graduates. In light 
of increased concern about 
the Boycott, Divestment, and 
Sanctions movement (BDS), 
and Jewish young adults’ atti-
tudes to Israel, the question of 
whether Taglit can meaning-
fully engage young Jews, both 
with their Jewish identities 
and Israel, takes on increased 
importance. 

Over the last year, and in 
particular just prior, during, 
and after Tzuk Eitan (Opera-
tion Protective Edge), Israel’s 
response to missile attacks 
from Gaza, my colleagues 
and I assessed the attitudes 
of those who applied to and 
participated in Taglit. In light 
of the conflict and controversy 
over Israel’s actions, a partic-
ular focus was their sense of 
connection to and support for 
Israel. We found that young 
adult Jews, in general, are 
highly supportive of Israel and 
furthermore, that those who 
participate in Taglit return 
home even more supportive.

Most notable were our find-
ings about political attitudes. 
Young adult Jews overwhelm-
ingly describe themselves as 
liberal and, at least compared 
to less liberal peers, are not 
as highly connected to Isra-
el. Nevertheless, their views 
toward Israel are positive and 
supportive, much more so 
than their non-Jewish young 
adults in the general popu-
lation. Participation in Taglit 

has the greatest impact on 
these liberal Jews and, by 
the end of last summer, the 
attitudes of those who partic-
ipated in Taglit looked closer 
to those of the Israeli public 
than non-Jewish young adult 
Americans.

What explains why Taglit 
is so effective? The not-so-
secret key ingredient of each 
Taglit program is the mifgash 
(encounter) between Diaspora 
participants and Israeli peers. 
Because most overseas Taglit 
participants are the age of Is-
raelis who serve in the IDF, the 
majority of Israeli participants 
are soldiers. These individ-
uals, who are released from 
their service for a week to join 
groups as participants, come 
from many different sectors 
of Israeli society – religious, 
secular, Ashkenazi, Sephardi. 
Mifgashim provide a way for 
the Diaspora participants to 
get to know to Israelis and hear 
a diverse set of voices discuss 
Israeli life, culture, and politics. 

The engagement of Dias-
pora and Israeli participants 
occurs in the context of Ta-
glit’s educational program. The 
rules that govern the program 
require presentations that 
provide multiple perspectives 
on issues confronting Israel. 
Substantial evidence indicates 
that trips are successful in 
engaging most participants in 
a thoughtful – non-propagan-
distic – exploration of contem-
porary Israel. The program is 
experiential, so it is not quite 
like a college classroom, but 
there is no substitute for using 
Israel’s complex and varied 
historical landscape as the 
environment for exploration of 
many pressing issues.

The increasingly vitriolic 
debate about Israel on some 

college campuses, underscores 
the role that the program 
plays. For many young Jews, 
Israel is a mythical place – a 
refuge for Jews from Europe, 
the FSU and the other Middle 
East countries – and the his-
toric home of the Jewish peo-
ple. But most of these young 
people know relatively little 
about contemporary Israel and 
are at a loss when confronted 
with critiques of Israel. Taglit, 
we now know, opens a door 
for them to learn about Israel 
in a framework supported by 
Israeli peers and educators.

Taglit was designed to 
enhance Jewish identity along 
with promoting ahavat Yisrael 
(love of Israel). Perhaps the 
most important lesson from 
the initiative is that it is pos-
sible, through education, to 
affect these fundamental per-
spectives and ways of engaging 
with the world. For more than 
20% of the participants who 
come to the program without 
any prior exposure to formal 
Jewish education—and for 
others who have had substan-
tial Jewish education – the 
experience of being part of a 
Jewish group in Israel helps 
them shape an adult Jewish 
identity and influences the 
ways in which they engage 
with Jewish life.

In the short term, Taglit’s 
impact is most palpable with 
respect to participants’ in-
creased attachment to Israel. 
The practical implications, 
for Israel’s standing and its 
relationship with Diaspo-
ra Jewry are profound. But 
systematic tracking of alumni, 
and similar others who didn’t 
participate, also makes clear 
that participation leads to 
lifelong involvement in Jewish 
life. Participants are far more 

likely to marry other Jews and 
become involved in their Jew-
ish communities. 

In the wake of the 2013 
Pew study on American Jewry, 
there has been a vigorous 
debate about the vibrancy 
of contemporary Jewish life. 
Some of the negativity is the 
result of misreading the re-
sults (see Tablet, “The Sky is 
Falling”), but it is also arose 
because of our natural incli-
nation to privilege of our own 
experience and history as the 
lens through which we see 
the present. Taglit serves as a 
reminder that through inno-
vative programs the Jewish 
community can still educate 
and meaningfully involve 
the next generation. Taglit’s 
ability to engage a half million 
young Jews is an accomplish-
ment worth celebrating and 
represents an opportunity to 
expands its lessons further as 
we attempt to enhance Klal 
Yisrael (Jewish peoplehood) 
around the world. 

Leonard Saxe

Leonard Saxe is Klutznick Pro-
fessor of Contemporary Jewish 
Studies and Social Policy at 
Brandeis University, where he 
directs the Cohen Center for 
Modern Jewish Studies and the 
Steinhardt Social Research Insti-
tute. He is a summer resident in 
Stockbridge. For further infor-
mation about the studies dis-
cussed in the article, see: www.
brandeis.edu/cmjs/research-
projects/taglit/index.html.

The Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires is an annual 
supporter of Taglit-Birthright 
Israel.

Photos by Taglit participants: (clockwise from top left) Laurel Dunay, Betty Komisarchik, Rachel 
Alexander, Federico Kremenchuzky
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Roz Chast, The Birth of Venus, 2014. Cover illustration for The New Yorker, August 4, 2014. Image courtesy Danese/Corey, New York.
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Berkshire Cyclists Raise Funds for Jerusalem Children’s Hospital
When Norman Lipoff dis-

mounted from a bicycle at age 
14, he had no idea that 48 
years would pass before would 
pedal another one – much 
less that eventually he would 
be making an annual journey 
to Israel to cycle hundreds of 
miles in the five-day Wheels of 
Love (WOL) ride held each au-
tumn to support ALYN Hospi-
tal, a children’s rehabilitation 
facility in Jerusalem.

Lipoff, a tax attorney in 
Miami who summers in Lenox, 
has long been a dedicated and 
high profile supporter of Israel 
and Jewish causes. What 
initially attracted him to the 
WOL ride was the opportuni-
ty to combine his passion for 
Israel and love of the outdoors. 
“My involvement with Jewish 
causes had involved being 
indoors in meetings, planning 
budgets…discussing….argu-
ing,” he says. “With this ride, it 
was a chance to get some exer-
cise in a scenic setting with 
a mix of Israeli and Diaspora 
participants, and a have the 
great feeling of doing good for 
children in need.” 

The ALYN Hospital is 
Israel’s only pediatric and 
adolescent rehabilitation 
facility, treating children with 
a wide range of congenital and 
acquired conditions such as 
cerebral palsy, neuromuscular 
diseases, spinal cord injuries, 
brain injuries, and motor 
vehicle injuries. Young terror 

victims also receive care. The 
WOL ride began 15 years ago 
with eight riders, and today 
attracts roughly 500 bicyclists 
from 12 countries. Partici-
pants of different fitness levels 
can choose from a variety of 
rides (routes alternate yearly 
between the Galilee and the 
Negev) through the country-
side, the most challenging 
covering up to 60 miles per 
day. On the last day, roughly 
650 bicyclists converge at the 
hospital and receive a festive 
reception from patients, par-
ents, and staff. 

In recent years, the ride 
has annually raised $2.5 mil-
lion in funding for the hospi-
tal.

Lipoff has participated in 
nine of the last eleven WOL 
rides, and will be going again 
for the ride starting on October 
25. As many riders are mod-
ern Orthodox, the ride has a 
distinctly traditional feel. Each 
day starts with a shacharit and 
a recitation of tefilat ha’derech 
(the travelers’ prayer), and 
the riders pause for afternoon 
prayer. “150 people by the side 
of the road davening mincha in 
bicycle shorts,” says Lipoff. “It’s 
something to see.” Along the 
route, the riders are welcomed 
by local residents and given 
tours by local dignitaries.

Lipoff shared this enthusi-
asm with fellow South Florid-
ians and part-time Berkshire 
residents Brad and Lauren 

Sokol, who have been second 
homeowners in Washington 
for the past four years. For the 
Sokols, accountants in joint 
practice in Miami, the WOL 
ride opened a new experience 
of engagement with Isra-
el – not to mention a healthy 
new pastime in long distance 
cycling.

Lauren says she had al-
ways had “a love of Israel and 
a commitment to Israel,” send-
ing her children on Birthright 
Israel and March of the Living 
programs. She, however, had 
never been to Israel until Li-
poff suggested she come along 
in 2008. Not yet in prime 
cycling condition, Lauren took 
the option of going on shorter 
rides and doing more touring 
by minibus offered by WOL. 
These days, however, she goes 
on the full length rides and is 
an avid year-round cyclist.

Though her husband Brad 
had a very traditional Hebrew 
school education in Miami 
Beach, he says he had no real 
connection to Israel. Long 
involved in his synagogue, 
Brad also served as president 
and then director of develop-
ment for the Hillel chapter at 
his alma mater, the University 
of Florida, which is home to 
more Jewish students than 
any school outside of Israel. 
(Lipoff is also deeply engaged 
with Hillel, and Brad identifies 
him as his mentor in Jewish 
philanthropy.)

“But I really didn’t under-
stand Israel until I started 
doing the ride,” he admits. 
Coinciding with his first WOL 
ride in 2009, he was able 
to stay in Bethlehem with a 
Christian Arab family and 
learn about their perspective 
on life in Israel. “It helped me 
get more involved. Going there 
is a lot different than reading 
a piece of paper about what’s 
happening.”

Presently, says Lauren, 
“this is our big trip – like adult 
camp.” It’s also become, as it 
has for other WOL riders, a 
family affair – the Sokols have 
brought their daughter and 
son-in-law along with them on 
a ride, and have been able to 
spend time with Brad’s step-

sister, who lives in Jerusalem. 
Each year, WOL participants 
from the New York area con-
verge on the Sokols’ farm for a 
long weekend spent biking (in 
their WOL jerseys) through the 
Berkshire Hills and up Mount 
Greylock. 

Participating in the WOL 
ride also energized Brad’s Jew-
ish life at home. “I’ve brought 
a lot back with me to Hillel 
in terms of developing ways 
students might connect with 
Israel,” he says. “All the extras 
are great in terms in person-
al growth, but the important 
things are what you bring 
back your community.”

For more information on 
the ride, visit www.alynride.
org/home.

Overlooking Galilee – Lauren and Brad Sokol with Norman Lipoff


