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Percentage of Jews in Congress 
sees slight rise to 5.6% in 2017
(JTA) — The number of Jewish law-
makers increased in the newly elected 
Congress, with Jews and Hindus see-
ing the biggest gains among non-Chris-
tian groups, a report found.

Jews, who 
make up 2 percent 
of the US popu-
lation, constitute 
5.6 percent of the 
115th Congress – 
30 seats in total 
– an increase from 
5.2 percent and 
28 seats in the 
previous Congress, 
according to an 
analysis by the Pew 
Research Center. 
The number of Hindu members of  
Congress increased to three from one.

Of the Jewish lawmakers, 28 are 
Democrats and two are Republicans. 
The two Republicans, Lee Zeldin of 
New York and David Kustoff of Tennes-
see, represent the only non-Christian 
Republicans in the new Congress.

The report noted that the number of 

India’s Bene Ephraim Jews –  
Living at an Intersection of Multiple 
Identities
By Sara Feldman, Special to the BJV

ANDHRA PRADESH, INDIA – For two 
months this past summer, I attended 
weekly Shabbat services in the syna-
gogue on Friday nights and Saturday 
mornings. We lit candles to welcome 
Shabbat and smelled b’samim to say 

goodbye to it. We sang “Eshet Chayil,” 
heard the weekly parasha, and blessed 
the meal with hamotzi. We drank grape 
juice from a Kiddush cup and ate ko-
sher chicken.

I had intense conversations with 
my close friends and community 
members about Jewish identity, the 
meaning of God, and Israel. We spoke 
about how Jewish tribes migrated 
out of the Middle East during Biblical 
times and slowly found their way to 
where they are today. We discussed 
the Jewish diaspora and what it means 
to be members of such a complex, 
spread-out people, and how we adapt 

Heartbreaking Loss, Formidable 
Courage, and Indelible Pain
Florence Grende’s memoir of growing up,  
and older, as the child of survivors
By Albert Stern, Berkshire Jewish Voice Editor

 In my home, framed photos of dead 
relatives stared out from our walls. 
Images of the martyred many spilled 
over from albums and shoe-boxes, 
apparitions rising into the ether like 
ghosts.
 I was raised with them, the slain, 
the lost.

 It’s nobody’s business.
Jewish senators and representatives is 
significantly lower than the 45 Jewish 
lawmakers who served in the 111th 
Congress in 2009-10.

Jews make up more than half of 

non-Christians elected to Congress for 
the first time — the largest share of 
Jews in any freshman class for which 
data are available, according to the 
report.

Proportionally, there are more Jew-
ish senators in the 115th Congress, 
8 percent, than representatives, 5.1 
percent.
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This is Not a Tree

An olive tree situated in an Israeli landscape – a familiar image. But is it real? If 
it’s in a photograph by Larry S. Frankel, any answer you choose – yes, no, maybe, 
or all of the above – is probably correct. The Great Barrington-based visual artist 
manipulates notions of truth and time to create composite images, like the one 
above, that challenge perceptions of reality. For more on Frankel’s work, please see 
page 20.
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This is Florence Grende’s as-
sertion in the first chapter of The 
Butcher’s Daughter, a memoir in 
which she artfully portrays her 
experiences growing up, and then 
growing older, as the child of Ho-
locaust survivors. The statement 
reflects a longstanding reluctance 
to share her family saga, one that 
persisted from her youth until she 
turned 50 years old, and started to 
write creatively.

Accustomed to treading lightly around the past – 
“as a child of survivors, you don’t want to open wounds,” she says – Grende 
internalized both her parents’ stories and the effect they had in shaping her 
own life path. Grende’s mature perspective, specifically the hard-won wis-
dom and compassion about her parents’ lives and limitations, is one of the 
elements that make the storytelling so effective in The Butcher’s Daughter. 

Writing after both her parents’ deaths, Grende (a longtime resident of the 
Berkshires) says that she was able to develop “a three-dimensional portrait 
of their lives, and see them not only as brutalized people who could some-
times be brutal themselves. I could see them as people who had reasons for 
acting as they did, which I couldn’t have done when I was younger.”

The Bene Yacob Synagogue in the village of Kotta Reddi Palem, near Chebrol

MEMOIR, continued on page11
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Words matter. Symbols matter.
They can hurt deeply, color attitudes and influence beliefs. They can 

escalate into racism, bigotry, anti-Semitism, discrimination and, ulti-
mately, violence. They can wreak havoc on governments and civil soci-
eties. In the Jewish community, we have been witnessing what seems to 
be an escalating number of anti-Semitic incidents—swastikas and hate 
graffiti drawn on houses, in schools, in parks and on signs, among other 
rhetoric and images directed against Jews.

In the past few weeks alone, we have seen reports of an Arizona 
Jewish family’s chanukiyah twisted into a swastika; a swastika scrawled 
on the sign outside Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati; an anti-Semitic 
message painted onto a headstone in an Indiana cemetery; and swas-
tikas in six locations in Palo Alto, California. On January 9, 16 JCCs 
received bomb threats, prompting hundreds to immediately evacuate 
these community havens. We are so thankful that no one was injured—
or worse.

In Whitefish, Montana, neo-Nazis have harassed the town’s tiny 
Jewish community and planned a march timed to coincide with Martin 
Luther King, Jr. weekend—a march, as its organizer says, “against 
Jews, Jewish businesses, and everyone who supports either.” [Editor’s 
Note: This march was postponed after organizers failed to obtain a city 
permit.]

The year 2016 saw a rash of alt-right, neo-Nazi, and white nationalist 
messaging directed at Jews and Jewish journalists by people we pre-
sumed were hidden in the dark shadows of America. An Anti-Defamation 
League study that looked at just social media harassment from August 
2015 to July 2016 found more than 2.6 million anti-Semitic messages, 
with 68 percent of them targeting journalists. 

Historians are warning us of the dangers our country is now facing in 
light of seemingly growing hatred, writing in an open letter shortly after 
Election Day of the “fragility of democracies and the consequences for 
minorities when democracies fail to live up to their highest principles.” 

In late December, the Center for Jewish History issued a statement reminding 
us that the Nazi campaign to annihilate the Jews “began with hateful words.”

So, what do we do to combat such hate?
We don’t dismiss it as childish pranks, or as no big deal. We call it out every 

time we see it, whether that hatred is against Jews or other minorities. We de-
mand that our lawmakers and leaders condemn it; 
we urge them to follow the example of Montana’s 
governor, attorney general, U.S. senators and 
representative, who issued an open letter stating, 
“We stand firmly together to send a clear message 
that ignorance, hatred and threats of violence are 
unacceptable and have no place in the town of 
Whitefish, or in any other community in Montana 
or across this nation. We say to those few who seek 
to publicize anti-Semitic views that they shall find 
no safe haven here.”

We work with our communities, organizations 

JFNA Guest Editorial
We Must Fight Hate and Use Our Own Words Carefully
By Richard Sandler and Jerry Silverman

and congregations, coming together and using all of our voices to fight hate. And 
most of all, we educate.

We educate through coalitions with members of other religious and racial 
groups, through teaching about the Holocaust and other genocides, and through 
explaining how words unchecked can lead to violence.

We educate by teaching our children about our own 
history, as well as the histories of other persecuted and 
marginalized groups.

We educate by teaching diversity, tolerance, and 
empathy.  

We watch our own words. We choose them even 
more carefully. And we use them to lead, to defend, to 
challenge, and to educate.

Richard Sandler is chair of the Board of Trustees and 
Jerry Silverman is president and CEO of The Jewish 
Federations of North America. 

Historians are warning us of the 
dangers our country is now facing 

in light of seemingly growing  
hatred, writing…of the “fragility of 
democracies and the consequences 
for minorities when democracies fail 
to live up to their highest principles.”

Letters to the Editor

BJV Story Will be Used for Mechina Recruitment
To the Editor:

Mechina participants at Meitzar Academy

I want to thank you for the arti-
cle about my son’s experience in the 
Meitzar Mechina program (BJV Novem-
ber/December). I sent the director of 
the Mechina a copy, and he responded 
that they will use the article for their 
own recruitment and PR purposes to 
open the program to more young Amer-
ican Jews. 

Matan has, since graduating the 
program, enlisted to the Paratroopers 
Brigade of the Israel Defense Forces 
and is now undergoing basic training. 

Eiran Gazit 
Lenox

Thanks for Help in Feeding the Hungry
Dear Jewish Women’s Foundation:

It is a pleasure to thank you for 
your December donation of $600. Your 
support will help ensure that we will 
be able to continue with our mission 
to feed hungry people in the Southern 
Berkshires, and that no one will be 
turned away.

I know you will find it satisfying 
that the donation does more than just 
provide a weekly food supplement. 
It has the added benefit of allowing 

people the opportunity to socialize and 
form friendships. There is an easy and 
comfortable atmosphere among the 
shoppers as they use the pantry.

Your interest and generosity are 
very much appreciated.

Sincerely,
Walter Orenstein, CPA Treasurer
The People’s Pantry, 
Great Barrington

Thank you volunteers Ellen Rosenblatt and the BJV delivery team.

On January 8, an estimated 2,000 people united in support of America’s founding values 
of freedom of speech and religion, and freedom from fear and want, for all people at the 
Four Freedoms March and Rally held in Pittsfield. The Jewish Federation of the Berkshires, 
together with more than 100 hundred community organizations, has joined the Four 
Freedoms Coalition.
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DEADLINES
The next Berkshire Jewish Voice  (Vol. 25, No. 2) will cover the period February 27, 2017 
through March 27, 2017. The following issue (Vol. 25, No. 3) covers March 28, 2017 
through May 14, 2017. The deadline for press releases and other written submis-
sions, all of which are subject to being edited, is February 22, 2017. Because of 
limitations of space and time, please be so kind as to not submit lengthy articles 
without first contacting the editor. Advertising deadline is March 8, 2017. For a 
complete Berkshire Jewish Voice schedule, contact (413) 442-4360, ext. 11, or e-mail 
jfb.berkshirevoice@verizon.net.

CORRECTION
In the caption to a photograph on the cover of the last BJV, a building 
in Venice, Italy was misidentified as a synagogue. It is, in fact, a hotel.
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Rabbi Reflections
God, a Soul, a Moment
By Rabbi David Weiner

All it takes to sanctify time is God, a soul, and a 
moment. And the three are always there. 

— A.J. Heschel, cited in  
Siddur Lev Shalem (p.28)

Over the last two years, I have embraced 
Process Theology as a way to make sense of the 
world and my place in it. Process ideas – stasis 
is an illusion, our 
choices are real, God 
is present in and 
through creation – 
have inspired me. 
These ideas have 
changed the way that 
I pray, added texture 
to my understanding 

of scripture, and deepened my approach to people in 
crisis, and to people in general. 

In his recent book adapting Process Theology to a Jewish context, God of Be-
coming and Relationship, Bradley Shavit Artson writes, “God’s persistent inviting 
love lures us toward our best possible future… God holds out to us that choice, 
which maximizes our relationship to each and all and expands our compassion, 
awareness, goodness and joy” (p. 158). Listening for that invitation, discerning 
its direction and living it out through a life of mitzvah, Torah, and community 
becomes the foundation of a vibrant Jewish life. 

I find Process Theology especially clarifying because of its simple framework. 
In order to figure out which path to take, no matter what circumstances I find 
myself confronting, I need to reflect on just a few questions:

What is happening in this moment? 
What is the best next possible outcome for each of us, and for all of us? 
How do I help move things in that direction?
Those looking for a more distinctive language for those questions might re-

phrase them using some evocative biblical phrases: 
“Ayeka/Where are you?” (Genesis 3:9);
“Ma t’vakeish/What do you seek?” (Genesis 37:15);
“Hineni/I am here.” (Exodus 3:4).
All three questions require sustained attention. Anxiety distorts our under-

standing of the moment. Lack of imagination often impairs our decision-making. 
Insecurities lead us to sell ourselves short. Quieting those voices, however, can 
lead each of us and all of us forwards with purpose and passion.

This winter, we face significant changes in the leadership of our country and in 
the balance between nationalism and human rights worldwide. To chart a course 
forward, we need to return to these questions as individuals and in the context of 
our communities. I participate in a number of groups – rabbis’ associations, com-
munity organizations, and national efforts in support of particular causes, each 
of which is dealing with these same questions in a rational, thoughtful, and civil 
way. We are bound to come up with a number of ideas; through sustained discus-

sion with each other, we have a better chance of choosing the wisest among them. 
Part of what we need to do along the way is strengthen our relationships, 

across the Berkshires, within the Jewish community, and among the Jewish 
community of the Berkshires. I am proud to be working alongside my colleagues 
as we create countywide social-cultural-religious events – our planned January 
Havdalah, an upcoming Shabbat Across the Berkshires, summer programming 
that stretches from north to south across the county. I am also energized by the 
recent, rapid formation of the Four Freedoms Coalition in Pittsfield – the people of 

the Berkshires gathering in support of 
freedom of speech, freedom of religion, 
freedom from want, and freedom from 
fear. Pittsfield’s interfaith clergy asso-
ciation (PACC), under the able leader-
ship of Rabbi Josh Breindel, is working 
on renewing its sense of vision and 
purpose. Berkshire Interfaith Organiz-
ing, which counts among its members 
a number of Berkshires synagogues, 
continues to make strides to take the 

sting out of poverty in the Berkshires through systemic change. 
We can achieve a great deal when we understand our moment and what it 

would take to reach the best next possible outcome. Rabbi Tarfon taught (Avot 
2:20-21): The day is short, and the work is great… it is not up to you to finish the 
work, nor are you free to desist from it. 

Rabbi David Weiner is spiritual leader of Knesset Israel in Pittsfield.

Part of what we need to do along the way 
is strengthen our relationships, across the 
Berkshires, within the Jewish community, 
and among the Jewish community of the 

Berkshires.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The Berkshire Jewish Voice welcomes signed letters on subjects of interest to the 
Jewish community. Letters are printed upon space availability. The BJV reserves 
the right to edit all letters for content, length, and style. The BJV does not print 
anonymous letters, insults, libelous or defamatory statements. Published letters do 
not represent the views of the Federation, its board of directors, or the newspaper, 
but rather express the views of their authors. For verification purposes, please in-
clude full name, home address, and a day and evening telephone number. Send 
letters to: Berkshire Jewish Voice, 196 South Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201, or email:  
jfb.berkshirevoice@verizon.net.
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Your Federation Presents

“The Process of Aging” – 
An Intergenerational Discus-
sion and Support Group

On Monday, February 6 
at 10:45 a.m., the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires 
presents “The Process of 
Aging,” with therapist Maggie 
Bittman. This free program at 
Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road in 
Pittsfield is part of the Federa-
tion’s Connecting With Com-
munity series. 

Explaining her outlook and 
approach, Bittman writes: 
“From birth, we begin to age 
with Time. Along the way, 
we develop strategies to help 
manage the stressors – those 
existential truths that come 
along with living life. Along 
the way we find meaning and 
purpose, experience alone-
ness, confront mortality, and 
develop self will. 

“Within this context, partic-
ipants will discuss, share, and 
offer support to one another.”

These discussions are 
open to anyone interested in 
sharing in this universal topic. 
This is a monthly program 
that Maggie leads and the dis-
cussions broadly range from 

Therapist Maggie Bittman

“Should I Remain in My Home 
or Downsize” to “Aloneness” 
to “Staying Active in Your 
Community” and many more 
beyond.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires / Connecting 
With Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Monday, February 
6 at 10:45 a.m., followed by 
lunch (see page 16).

Film – Broadway Musicals: A Jewish  
Legacy on February 2

Irving Berlin

On Thursday, February 2 
at 10:45 a.m., the Jewish Fed-
eration of the Berkshires will 
screen the documentary film 
Broadway Musicals: A Jewish 
Legacy. This free program at 
Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road in 
Pittsfield is part of the Federa-
tion’s Connecting With Com-
munity series. 

This program was post-
poned from November 21.

The film examines the 
unique role of Jewish compos-
ers and lyricists in the cre-
ation of the modern American 
musical. The film showcases 
the works of legends such as 
Irving Berlin, Jerome Kern, 
George and Ira Gershwin, 
Lorenz Hart, Richard Rodg-
ers, Oscar Hammerstein, and 
Stephen Sondheim. There are 
interviews with luminaries 
including Sheldon Harnick, 
Stephen Schwartz, Harold 
Prince, and Arthur Laurents, 
among others, with footage of 
performances that showcase 
their Broadway best. Narrat-
ed by Joel Grey, the film is a 

comprehensive documentary 
that offers cultural history and 
perspectives on the origins 
of some of Broadway’s most 
important and beloved shows 
and the people that made 
them great. 

The screening of this film 
will be from 10:45 to 11:45 
a.m., and then continue 
following lunch from 12:45 
to 1:15 p.m. to complete the 

screening.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires / Connecting 
With Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Thursday,  
February 2 at 10:45 a.m.,fol-
lowed by lunch (see page 16).

“Mumbet’s Walk to Freedom,” with  
Historical Interpreter Ann-Elizabeth Barnes 
on January 26

On Thursday, January 26 
at 10:45 a.m., the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires 
welcomes historical interpreter 
Ann-Elizabeth Barnes, who 
will tell the story of Elizabeth 
Freeman (“Mumbet”), the Afri-
can slave woman who lived in 
Massachusetts and who sued 
for her freedom. This free pro-
gram at Knesset Israel, 16 Colt 
Road in Pittsfield is part of the 
Federation’s Connecting With 
Community series.

Note: Due to construction 
at KI, lunch will not follow this 
program. 

Ann-Elizabeth Barnes lives 
in South Egremont. In the year 
2000, she became an ‘historic 
site interpreter’ for The Trust-
ees of Reservations, primarily 
at the Ashley House in Shef-
field and the Mission House 
in Stockbridge. While there, 
she discovered the story of 
“Mumbet,” the enslaved African 
woman who successfully sued 
for her freedom in 1781 basing 
her case on the newly ratified 

Massachusetts Con-
stitution that stated 
“all men are created 
free and equal.” Based 
on her case and one 
other, two years later, 
Massachusetts banned 
slavery, 80 years be-
fore the Civil War.

Barnes will tell the 
story of Mumbet and 
describe the process 
she went through in 
writing the book “A 
Free Woman on God’s 
Earth” The true story 
of Elizabeth “Mumbet” 
Freeman, the slave 
who won her freedom.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish  
Federation of the Berkshires / 
Connecting With Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Thursday, January 
26 at 10:45 a.m. Lunch will not 
be served due to construction at 
Knesset Israel.

Everyone has a Story – 
Learn to Tell Yours with 
Modern Memoirs  
Publishing’s Founder

On consecutive Mondays, 
January 23 and January 30, 
at 10:45 a.m., the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires 
welcomes Kitty Axelson-Berry, 
president of Modern Memoirs 
Publishing, Inc. She’ll share 
tips on how to organize and 
create a memoir of your own 
life experiences. This free pro-
gram at Knesset Israel, 16 Colt 
Road in Pittsfield is part of the 
Federation’s Connecting With 
Community series. 

Note: Due to construction 
at KI, lunch will not follow the 
January 23 program. 

Axelson-Berry will share a 
plethora of practical tips and 
real stories about writing and 
self-publishing memoirs. At 
the very least, she will help at-
tendees create a game plan. At 
the most, she can help bring 
that memoir to fruition. This 
special two-session program 
will be divided as follows.

“Session 1: At the Begin-
ning”

You’ll learn:
• How it feels to write a 

memoir
• How memoirs are orga-

nized (vignettes with/
without transitions; 
chronological; thematic)

• How memoirs are de-
veloped (outline first or 
stream of consciousness 
or combination)

• How memoirs are written 
(by the narrator or as-
told-to).

“Session 2: Going Deeper”
Topics covered will be:

• How it feels to revise 
the content of your own 
memoir

• How memoirs are pro-
cessed (copyedit, design, 
format, print/bind)

• How it feels to self-publish 
your own memoir.
Kitty Axelson-Berry is pres-

ident of Modern Memoirs Pub-
lishing, Inc., a writing, editing, 
and publishing service special-
izing in memoirs and family 
histories that she founded in 
1994. She also founded the 
Association of Personal Histo-
rians (1995) and is an active 
member of the Jewish Com-
munity of Amherst.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires / Connecting 
With Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Mondays, January 
23 & 30 at 10:45 a.m. Lunch will 
not be served after the January 
23 program due to construction 
at Knesset Israel.

Kitty Axelson-Berry

 Page 4 Berkshire Jewish Voice   •   jewishberkshires.org January 23 to February 26, 2017  



Donate 

Volunteer 

Make a Difference

“Healing the Spirit as Well 
as the Body in a Health Care 
Setting,” February 16

On Thursday, February 16 
at 10:45 a.m., the Jewish Fed-
eration of the Berkshires hosts 
Marcie Greenfield Simons, in-
terfaith chaplain at Berkshire 
Medical Center, who will speak 
on the topic “Healing the 
Spirit as Well as the Body in a 
Health Care Setting.” This free 
program at Knesset Israel, 16 
Colt Road in Pittsfield is part 
of the Federation’s Connecting 
With Community series. 

Marcie Greenfield Simons 
will talk about spiritual sup-
port available for patients in a 
hospital or hospice. There are 
many misconceptions about 
who a chaplain is, what a 
chaplain does, and for whom 
chaplains’ visits are available; 
as a result, many patients do 
not take advantage of a service 
that might benefit their heal-
ing, regardless of the reason 
for the hospitalization. Come 
hear Marcie speak about her 
work, and learn about the 
impact spiritual support can 
have in a health care setting.

Marcie Greenfield Simons 
has lived in the Berkshires 
since 1989. She spent many 
years as a Jewish educator at 
Congregation Knesset Israel 
and Sinai Academy of the 
Berkshires. She then went 
on to direct PJ Library®, a 
Jewish family engagement 
program of the Harold  
Grinspoon Foundation. 

Marcie Greenfield Simons

Marcie received chaplaincy 
training through the Spiritu-
al Services Clinical Pastoral 
Education program at Bay-
state Medical Center and has 
been working as an interfaith 
chaplain in the Berkshires 
since 2015. 

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires / Connecting 
With Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Thursday, February 
16 at 10:45 a.m., followed by 
lunch (see page 16).

“FDR and the MS St. Louis,” with Jay S. 
Zeif, February 23

On Thursday, February 23 
at 10:45 a.m., the Jewish Fed-
eration of the Berkshires pres-
ents Jay S. Zeif, who will talk 
about “FDR and the MS St. 
Louis,” the infamous “Voyage 
of the Damned” ship whose 
Jewish passengers were de-
nied entry to the United States 
in the late 1930s. This free 
program at Knesset Israel, 16 
Colt Road in Pittsfield is part 
of the Federation’s Connecting 
With Community series. 

In the spring of 1939, 937 
German Jews boarded the 
Hamborg-America Lines MS 
St. Louis sailing to Havana, 
Cuba. Most passengers hoped 
to escape the horrors of Nazi 
Germany and eventually enter 
the United States, but he ship 
was denied entry by the Cu-
ban government and later by 
the United States. It is gener-
ally known that many people 
use this episode as an exam-
ple of FDR’s anti-Semitism. 
Jay S. Zeif, retired financial 
advisor, “Business News” radio 
announcer, and writer, will set 
out to show this as untrue.

The MS St. Louis

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires / Connecting With 
Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Thursday, February 23 at 10:45 a.m., followed by 
lunch (see page 16).

Connecting With Community Programs /  
Kosher Hot Lunch

Programs in the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires’ Connecting with Communi-
ty series are free and start at 10:45 a.m. most Mondays and Thursdays at Knesset 
Israel (16 Colt Road, Pittsfield). Programs are followed by a kosher hot lunch. Lunch 
is a $2 suggested donation for adults over 60 years of age or $7 for all others. Ad-
vance reservations are required for lunch and can be made by calling (413) 442-2200 
before 9 a.m. on the day of the program. 

For further information on all programs, please call Nancy Maurice Rogers, pro-
gram director, at (413) 442-4360, ext. 15. For lunch menus and a chronological 
list of all scheduled programs, please see page 16. Note that lunch menus are 
subject to change.

Your Federation Presents

“Hospice You Can Trust, 
Care You Deserve,” on  
February 9

On Thursday, February 9 
at 10:45 a.m., the Jewish Fed-
eration of the Berkshires has 
invited representatives of Hos-
pice of Western and Central 
Massachusetts to talk about 
the organization. This free pro-
gram at Knesset Israel, 16 Colt 
Road in Pittsfield is part of the 
Federation’s Connecting With 
Community series. 

Hospice of Western and 
Central Massachusetts is 
committed to making a last-
ing difference in the lives of 
individuals diagnosed with a 
life-limiting illness by enabling 
them and their loved ones 
to live each day as fully and 
comfortably as possible. The 
staff is committed to working 
closely with the patient, family 
and caregiver to assist them 
in understanding the end-of-
life process, identifying what 

they can expect at the end of 
life, and empowering them to 
provide care when the team is 
not present. This communi-
ty-based hospice provides end-
of-life comfort care to patients 
in any setting that is consid-
ered home, as well as acute 
care hospital settings.

 Presenters Roxanne 
Voelker, business development 
liaison and marketing director 
Roberto Velez will speak on 
this important subject. 

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires / Connecting 
With Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Thursday, Febru-
ary 9 at 10:45 a.m., followed by 
lunch (see page 16).

“NAACP is not an ‘ANACHRONISM!’” with 
Dennis Powell, February 13

On Monday, February 13 
at 10:45 a.m., the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires 
welcomes Dennis Powell, pres-
ident of the Berkshire County 
Unit of the NAACP. He’ll be 
presenting “NAACP is not an 
‘ANACHRONISM!’”, a Black 
History Month exploration of 
this venerable institution’s 
history and work in the pres-
ent day. This free program at 
Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road in 
Pittsfield is part of the Federa-
tion’s Connecting With Com-
munity series. 

Founded on February 
12, 1909, the NAACP is the 
nation’s oldest, largest, and 
most widely recognized grass-
roots-based civil rights orga-
nization. The NAACP’s more 
than half-million members and 
supporters throughout the 
United States and the world 
are the premier advocates for 
civil rights in their commu-
nities, campaigning for equal 
opportunity and conducting 
voter mobilization. Dennis 
Powell will share the story of 
its founders.

Dennis Powell

He will also recount the 
organization’s local history. 
The first Berkshire branch of 
the NAACP was established 
in 1918 and functioned until 
the mid-1920s. Reactivated in 
1945, a local office was located 
at 467 North Street, Pittsfield. 
During that first year of reac-
tivation, members organized 
a peaceful march to support 
the AF&M order of Masons 
in Pittsfield and the Beulah 
Chapter of the Order of the 
Eastern Star. 

Dennis Powell is a longtime 
community activist who has 
been president of the local 
NAACP chapter since 2015. 
He retired from a career as an 
executive chef, culinary edu-
cator, and consultant to the 
food service and hospitality 
industry.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires / Connecting With 
Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Monday, February 13 at 10:45 a.m., followed by lunch 
(see page 16).
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Thank you to our supporters!
The Berkshire Jewish Voice extends a very special “thank you” for the 
generosity extended thus far by 136 households who have sent in their 
contributions for voluntary subscriptions to the paper.

SEED WHAT YOU READ! BECOME A SUBSCRIBER TODAY!
Yes, I support the Berkshire Jewish Voice! Please accept my voluntary tax-deductible 
subscription contribution.

Mail check payable to: 
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
196 South Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201
(Please add Berkshire Jewish Voice in the memo)

_____ $360 Mensch & Honorary Publisher 
(Supports color printing in one edition of the Voice)

_____ $180 Sponsor
_____ $72 Patron
_____ $36 Friend
_____ $18 Supporter    

Name to be listed: _____________________________________________
p I wish to remain anonymous

Rob Bildner and  
Elisa Spungen Bildner

Francine Eget

Bill and Lynn Foggle
Peter Griffith and  

Marlene Chautin

Rosamond Rice
Wendy H. Robbins
Molly Sheriff

Share Our Wisdom/Harvest Our Lives
On Monday, February 20 at 

10:45 a.m., the Jewish Feder-
ation of the Berkshires’ social 
worker Susan Dawdy will 
present “Share Our Wisdom/
Harvest Our Lives,” a group fa-
cilitation about aging. This free 
program at Knesset Israel, 16 
Colt Road in Pittsfield is part 
of the Federation’s Connecting 
With Community series. 

Susan Dawdy will conduct 
a group facilitation exploring 
options for aging, eldering, and 
facing mortality. Participants 
will have the opportunity to 
share from their own experi-
ences, and review what is being 
contemplated and written 
about the subject of aging. 
Dawdy identifies these as some 
of the key questions to ask:

What is wanted and/or 
needed in this situation right 
now?

What is missing?
What do I have to offer?
What is wanting/trying to 

happen?
What is here to be learned?
What is possible?

In her years as a licensed 
clinical social worker, Susan 
Dawdy MSW, LICSW, has 
worked on, supervised, and 
initiated programs support-
ing family members of all 
ages. Using the ground of 
mindfulness, she uses nu-
merous different modalities 
to help people integrate life 
experiences, and accept and 
live in current time. Starting 
this winter, Dawdy’s services 
are being contracted by the 
Federation on behalf of the 
Berkshire Jewish commu-
nity through Jewish Family 
Service of Western Massachu-
setts in Springfield.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires / Connecting 
With Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Monday, February 
20 at 10:45 a.m., followed by 
lunch (see page 16).

Susan Dawdy

Volunteers Are Vital!
Another Pajama Drive  
Success!

In time for the holidays, our PJ Library and the Jewish Feder-
ation of the Berkshires collected over 150 new pairs of children’s 
pajamas to help Berkshire kids keep warm this winter! We thank 
everyone for their generous donations to this important com-
munity program for the Berkshire Office of the Massachusetts 
Department of Children & Families. A special shout out to Pine 
Cone Hill for their donation of teen pajamas and robes. 

Todah Rabah! 
B’shalom, 
Susan Frisch Lehrer, Coordinator of Volunteers 
and the PJ Library 

Susan with Tiffany K. Bassi, supervisor at Massachusetts 
Department of Children & Families

“Sage-ing: Creating a Legacy of Wisdom,” 
on February 27

On Monday, February 27 at 
10:45 a.m., the Jewish Feder-
ation of the Berkshires wel-
comes Audrey Seidman, who 
recently completed the ALEPH 
(Alliance for Jewish Renewal) 
Sage-ing® Mentorship Pro-
gram. She’ll be speaking on 
the topic of “Sage-ing: Creating 
a Legacy of Wisdom.” This free 
program at Knesset Israel, 16 
Colt Road in Pittsfield is part 
of the Federation’s Connecting 
With Community series. 

Says Audrey Seidman: “If 
we are fortunate, we continue 
to age. If we are intentional 
about finding deep mean-
ing in our later years and 
passing along a legacy of our 
synthesized wisdom, we can 
also ‘sage.’” Come hear this 

facilitated programs to bring 
out the best in employees and 
the organization. A resident of 
Albany, Audrey dabbles in sto-
rytelling, loves contra dancing, 
and works to build bridges 
across differences of all kinds.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires / Connecting 
With Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Monday, February 
27 at 10:45 a.m., followed by 
lunch (see page 16).

Audrey Seidman

Sage-ing Mentor® talk about 
the Spiritual Eldering process 
built on the teachings of Rabbi 
Zalman Schacter-Shalomi, z’l. 
She will share the “bookends” 
of Sage-ing practices and 
guide attendees in considering 
several ways all can serve as 
“elder-sages of the tribe.” 

Audrey Seidman recently 
completed the ALEPH Sage-
ing Mentorship Program, 
and received s’micha as a 
Vatika (Elder) by the author-
ity vested in her teachers 
by Rabbi Zalman. She is a 
spiritual director, completing 
her training in 2010 with the 
Lev Shomea, the first program 
to train spiritual directors in 
the Jewish tradition. Audrey 
has completed three units of 
Clinical Pastoral Education at 
Albany Medical Center, and 
serves as Outreach Chaplain 
for the Jewish Federation of 
NENY Chaplaincy Services. 

She retired in 2015 from 
careers in public relations and 
organization development, last 
serving as manager, employ-
ee engagement programs at 
the Office of the New York 
State Comptroller, where she 

Jewish Federation of the Berkshires’ 
2016 Annual Campaign exceeded

$786,000

Thank you to all who participated!
A full report with acknowledgements will be included

in the next edition of the Berkshire Jewish Voice
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Your Federation Presents
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INCLUDES A CALENDAR OF PROGRAMS AND EVENTS
SPONSORED BY THE BERKSHIRE JEWISH COMMUNITY

Check out our website!
www.jewishberkshires.org

Affiliate with a Congregation.
You, the congregation, and the Jewish community benefit when you do.

• YOU GET the Jewish enrichment and spiritual nourishment you are 
seeking.

• YOU GET the rabbinical support you need  
in times of joy and sorrow.

• YOU RECONNECT with your  
community and your Jewish roots.

• YOU CAN PARTICIPATE in a variety of services,  
classes, and programs that keep Judaism alive and flourishing in Berk-
shire County.

• THE CONGREGATION IS THE INSTITUTION that has sustained the 
Jewish people for two millenia throughout the world. Orthodox, Conser-
vative, Reconstructionist, or Reform, the Jewish community wins when 
you join the congregation of your choice.

The Jewish Federation of the Berkshires  
encourages you to affiliate.

Wendy Krom

LOCAL NEWS

“Chef of the Month,” with Hadassah at the 
Aegean Breeze
GREAT BARRINGTON – Berk-
shire Hills Hadassah’s “Chef 
of the Month” series continues 
on February 28 at the Aegean 
Breeze, 327 Stockbridge Road, 
starting at 11:00 a.m. Chef 
George will show participants 
how to make spanakopita and 
a flambé style of sheep cheese. 
Spanakopita, the cheese, and 

stuffed grape leaves, salmon, 
and Greek salad will be served 
for lunch, with baklava and 
coffee/tea for dessert. 

The cost will be $20 in-
cluding tax and tip. Cash or 
check made out to Aegean 
Breeze. If needed, snow dates 
will be booked for the following 
week on Tuesday. For infor-

mation and to reserve a place, 
please contact Pattie Lipman 
at plipman@fairpoint.net or 
at (518) 281-7340. Please 
leave your name, number in 
party and phone number. All 
are welcome. For more infor-
mation about Berkshire Hills 
Hadassah, please check their 
Facebook page. 

Berkshire Hills Hadassah 
Celebrates Tu B’Shevat with 
Tree Certificates

Share Stories from Your 
Bubbe’s Kitchen 
GREAT BARRINGTON – 
Hevreh of Southern Berk-
shire’s Rabbi Jodie Gordon 
invites all to submit a story 
on the theme of “Stories from 
Your Bubbe’s (your Abuela, 
Nonna, or Grandma’s) Kitch-
en,” to be shared at this year’s 
Tisch Shabbat, Friday, March 
3 at 6 p.m.

“Each year, we gather 
around a large table in our 
sanctuary and celebrate with 
song and story,” says Rabbi 
Gordon. “We are reminded of 
the power of a communal ta-
ble, and the learning, sharing, 
and love that can be had when 

a group of people sit together.”
This year, all are invited 

to share a story as part of the 
celebration, and are asked 
to submit it ahead of time to 
Rabbi Gordon. Original pieces 
can be anywhere from 200 – 
400 words, and should include 
memories and reflections 
from your own grandmother’s 
kitchen. Please drop off a hard 
copy to Rabbi Gordon by Feb-
ruary 20, or email to jgordon@
hevreh.org.

Hevreh is located at 270 
State Road, Great Barrington. 
Website: hevreh.org

Hadassah and the 
Jewish National Fund 
(JNF), partners in Green 
Zionism and Land Recla-
mation work, collaborate 
to sustain and build up 
Israel’s natural resourc-
es. This partnership 
includes reforestation, 
preparing the land for 
agriculture, creating 
inclusive parks, play-
grounds and recreation 
sites, and providing 
urgently needed water 
conduits. JNF tree certif-
icates are available for $18.00 
through Berkshire Hills Ha-
dassah Chapter. To purchase 
certificates in honor of or in 

memory of please contact: 
Marcia Tuler at:  
marcia.tuler@gmail.com.

“Reel Theology – A Cinematic Exploration 
of Belief,” with Rabbi Jodie Gordon
GREAT BARRINGTON – On 
five consecutive Wednes-
days starting on January 25, 
Hevreh of Southern Berk-
shire’s Rabbi Jodie Gordon will 
lead a movie-themed Lunch N’ 
Learn series titled “Reel Theol-
ogy – A cinematic exploration 
of belief.” Discussions will 
start at 11:45 a.m., and will 
cover the following films:
• January 25: Stranger than 

Fiction (2006)
• February 1: Memento 

(2001)
• February 8: My Big Fat 

Greek Wedding (2002)
• February 15: The King’s 

Speech (2010)
• February 22: Defending 

Your Life (1991)
Says Rabbi Gordon: “What 

religious or theological func-
tion can be performed by pop-
ular culture? To what extent 
can film and contemporary 

literature provide occasions 
of transcendence, divine 
encounter, and religious/
ethical exploration? In this 
course, we will use films 
as the touchstones for 
theological and religious 
conversation. Readings in 
theology and the study of 
religion will contextualize 
and round out our discus-
sions.”

Please note: Participants 
are strongly encouraged, 
though not required, to 
watch the film in its en-
tirety before each course. 
Rabbi Gordon will show 
excerpts from the film to 
provoke discussion, but 
there will not be time to 
watch each movie in full 
each week. Films are widely 
available for streaming on ser-
vices such as iTunes, Amazon, 
and Hulu. 

Together For Justice: Organizing in the 
Berkshires
PITTSFIELD – On Saturday, 
February 4 after Shabbat ser-
vice and lunch, Knesset Israel 
will welcome two represen-
tatives from Berkshire Inter-
faith Organizing (BIO), Wendy 
Krom and Jeff Lowenstein, 
who present an interactive 
program. In March of 2015, 
Knesset Israel was one of the 
founding members/organiza-
tions of BIO.

At the signature portion of 
Wendy Krom’s email return 
address, below every email 
she sends out, is the following 
quotation: 

The future of humanity 
does not lie solely in the 
hands of great leaders, 
the great powers and the 
elites. It is fundamentally 
in the hands of peoples 
and in their ability to 
organize. 

— Pope Francis

This understanding un-
derscores Wendy Krom’s daily 
activities as lead organizer for 
BIO. As a holder of a Masters 
in Community Leadership 
Development from University 
of Wisconsin-Madison and a 
Berkshire resident since 1990, 
Krom has led the organization 
from its inception.

Krom will be accompanied 
by Jeff Lowenstein, a Berk-
shire native, and 2015 alum 

of Brandeis University. His 
majors, Politics and Span-
ish, have qualified him to be 
the BIO-based organizer for 
the local Latino community. 
His says his commitment is 
to support members of the 
community as they define 
and address their own issues 
and work together to achieve 
authentic social justice in the 
community.

The constituent faith 
groups, humanitarian service 
agencies, and regional affili-
ates of BIO focus on the people 
of each town in a county that, 
to the greater world, often 
appears to be a magnet for 
lovers of art, music, dance, 
theater, natural beauty and 
posh accommodations. Indi-
vidual stories emerge from the 
invisible labor force on whom 
this public image draws. These 
stories, told by various narra-
tors in workplaces, congrega-
tions and families, have given 
shape to concerns that run 
deep in the fabric of Berkshire 
County, from north to south. 
BIO listens to these stories.

The speakers will provide 
insight into how citizen action 
organizing and democratic 
economic development strat-
egies can work, as well as the 
group’s recent achievements. 
A lively question and answer 
period is encouraged.

Those interested in partic-

ipating are requested to make 
reservations for lunch no later 
than February 1. Please con-
tact (413) 445-4872, ext. 10. 
Shabbat services at KI, located 
at 16 Colt Road in Pittsfield, 
begin at 9:30 a.m. and end 
at noon. Lunch will then be 
served, and the program fol-
lows dessert. All are welcome. 

All are welcome. Please 
feel free to bring a bag lunch. 
Hevreh is located at 270 State 
Road, Great Barrington.
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LOCAL NEWS

Aliyah Story: Opening the Door to a New Life
North Adams native Sharon Bashevkin Perry made aliyah in 1979, and has been a 
force shaping Israeli early childhood development programs
By Elissa Einhorn / Jerusalem Post

This story first appeared in the Jerusalem Post Magazine, and is reprinted with permission.

JERUSALEM – When Simon 
Perry made aliyah from Lon-
don to Jerusalem as a toddler, 
he had no idea his future 
bride, then 5,300 kilometers 
away in the United States, 
would one day literally come 
knocking at his door.

The year was 1976, and 
it was just two days after 
the Entebbe raid. Sharon 
Bashevkin was a junior at 
Brandeis University, majoring 
in psychology and American 
studies, and had just arrived 
in Israel for a semester abroad 
program.

She showed up at the 
Brandeis facility the evening 
before the program began and 
started ringing doorbells in the 
hope of finding 
a place to spend 
the night.

A door opened 
and there stood 
Simon Perry. 
Sharon was 
wearing US Army 
fatigues and con-
struction boots, 
and carrying nothing but a 
backpack, while Simon had 
just completed the officers’ 
course in the IDF. After he 
explained that the facility was 
closed and that the top floor 
was family-owned apartments, 
the 19-year-old Sharon asked 
where the YMCA was located.

“Don’t worry,” he told her, 
“my mother has a room.”

Within 10 days, the pair 
began dating.

As their relationship pro-
gressed, the North Adams na-
tive decided to test the aliyah 
waters by spending summers 
in Israel on work permits while 
completing her bachelor’s 
degree.

Although her parents, Bar-
bara and Bob, were not happy 
about the prospect of their 
oldest child moving across the 
world just a few years after the 
Yom Kippur War, they knew 
it was partly a result of their 
commitment to the Jewish 
community and Zionist ideals 
being passed along to Sharon 
and her two younger brothers. 
These ideals were nurtured by 
the rabbi at Congregation Beth 
Israel at that time, Paul Silton, 

who took an experiential ap-
proach to teaching Judaism in 
a city where 10 Jews attended 
the local high school.

“It was a lucky thing for 
all of us,” Sharon says. “He 
taught students to identify 
with Israel and Judaism. He 
connected us to the Temple 
Gates of Prayer community 
in Flushing, New York, where 
we would visit twice a year 
and be hosted by community 

families with teens the same 
age. It was the first time we 
were able to develop friend-
ships with other Jewish peers 
outside of our small, isolated 
community.”

Still, maintaining her 
identity in the small western 
Massachusetts community 
remained a balance between 
being Jewish and being like 
everyone else.

“We would go to services, 
have kiddush, and then go to 
football games,” she explains. 
“On the way home, we would 
stop off at the 5:45 p.m. mass 
for my non-Jewish friends. 
We would build a sukkah and 
they would come over. They all 
knew the rules of kashrut and 

wouldn’t serve 
meat and milk 
[together] or pork. 
I never felt any 
anti-Semitism. 
We were largely 
an immigrant 
community of 
Italians, Polish 
and French, in 

addition to a small Jewish 
community.”

When Sharon finally decid-
ed to move to Israel, she had a 
carpenter build a wooden crate 
into which she packed up all 
her personal belongings. She 
remembers her father saying, 
“That will get you there, but 
how will you get it all back?”, 
figuring his daughter’s pilgrim-
age would only last a year.

He figured wrong. Sharon 

made aliyah, and married 
Simon in 1979. Her new hus-
band could never have predict-
ed the impact of that fateful 
knock, nor could he have 
predicted the impact this new 
olah would have.

Sharon and Simon built 
their Ramot home overlook-
ing the Jerusalem Forest 
together with 113 other fam-
ilies, primarily immigrants. 
Begun in 1979 as the first 
non-profit, owner-initiated 
housing project in the coun-
try, according to Sharon, 
Bayit B’Yisrael was complet-
ed in 1984. The community, 
which also built Kehillat Ya’ar 
Ramot, the local Masorti 
synagogue, was a far cry from 
North Adams.

“We raised our kids togeth-
er and most went to a TALI 
school [an acronym for Tigbur 
Limudei Yahadut, enriched 
Jewish education] in French 
Hill,” Sharon reminiscences, 
evoking Margaret Mead’s “it 
takes a village.”

It was the lifestyle Sharon 
yearned for and that seemed 
refreshingly different from 
what was happening in the US 
– a drinking and drug culture 
that began in the 1960s and 
showed no signs of slowing 
down in the ’70s.

“I didn’t want to raise my 
kids with the values of that 
time,” the mother of three 
grown daughters says. “And 
I wasn’t interested in the rat 
race to succeed. I wanted a 
simpler lifestyle. I felt that 
whatever I did in the States, 
someone else could do. I want-
ed to make a unique contribu-
tion.”

Suffice to say the Brandeis 
graduate has done so, making 
education – in the grandest 
sense of the word – her mis-
sion during nearly the past 
four decades.

Beginning with a posi-
tion in an intervention pro-
gram that served families in 
low-income housing, Perry’s 
focus has been on early 
childhood. She earned both 
a post-bachelor’s certificate 
from the Schwartz Program 
and an MA in education at 
the Hebrew University, and 

became a trained early-child-
hood specialist who has been 
devoted to the development of 
early-childhood education in 
Israel.

“I realized what my purpose 
and passion was,” she reflects 
regarding her early career.

Too many opportunities 
to count followed, including 
serving as the early-childhood 
director and family-based day 
care director in a local com-
munity center; administrative 
director for Camp Ramah, 
where she also taught histo-
ry; pedagogic supervisor and 
inspector in the Education 
Ministry’s department of early 
childhood; pedagogic supervi-
sor and lecturer at David Yel-
lin College of Education; and 
director of the Early Childhood 
Division for the TALI Educa-
tion Fund of the Schechter 
Institute of Jewish Studies, 
where she combined her love 
of Conservative Judaism with 
early childhood and where, 
under her skillful hands, 17 
early childhood programs grew 
to 70 throughout Israel.

Her biggest source of pride 
these days is her work with 
MASHAV, Israel’s Agency for 
International Development Co-
operation, a department within 
the Foreign Ministry that is 
dedicated to supporting devel-
oping countries in the areas 
of the agriculture, health and 
education. Perry has traveled 
to Ghana twice in the past few 
years to train local teachers 
and introduce methodolo-
gies derived from Israeli early 
childhood education programs 
and adapted to the local reality 
and culture. Her work in Afri-
can schools became a spring-
board for an effort she began 
last year, as a consultant for 
the Center for International 
Migration and Integration. The 
objective this time was to map 
the asylum-seeking and for-
eign workers’ communities in 
Jerusalem with an emphasis 
on early childhood.

At 60 years old, Perry feels 
fortunate that she no longer 
has to work, but still chooses 
to. “I still need to be stimu-
lated and feel like I am con-
tributing.”

Her new husband could never have 
predicted the impact of that fateful 
knock, nor could he have predicted 

the impact this new olah would have.

Sharon Bashevkin Perry
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68 Main Street
Lee, Massachusetts 01238

Telephone: (413) 243-0242
www.bensinlee.com

bensinlee@gmail.com
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A+“We like your smile when we’re done”

As my parents planted for me before I was born, so do I plant for those who come after me. – Talmud

Anonymous (9)
Ed Abrahams
Norman Avnet
Barbara Bashevkin
Robert Bashevkin
Linda J. L. Becker
Robert Berend
Shelley Berend
Helene Berke

Lawrence Berke
Lee & Sydelle Blatt
Betty Braun, of blessed memory
Cipora Brown
Barbara Cohen
Mark Cohen
Mimi Cohen
C. Jeffrey & Judith Cook
Gerry & Lynn Denmark
Jonathan & Lara Denmark
Sheila K. Donath
Melva Eidelberg
Monroe England, in memory of 

Monroe B. & Isabel England
Dr. Armand V. Feigenbaum,  

of blessed memory
Dr. Donald S. Feigenbaum,  

of blessed memory 
Steven Feiner
Diana & Stanley Feld

Stuart M. Fischman
Lynn & William Foggle
Elaine Friedman
Eiran Gazit
Jeffrey Goldwasser &  

Jonquil Wolfson
Jordan & Laura Green
Harold Grinspoon
Ellen Heffan
Ed Jaffe, of blessed memory
Elihu Katzman
Marilyn Katzman 
Dara Kaufman
Howard & Nancy Kaufman
Lawrence Klein
Sarah Klein
Arthur Kriger, of blessed 

memory
Fred & Brenda Landes
Beth Laster-Nathan

Andrew S. Levine
Toby H. Levine
Erna Lindner-Gilbert
Amy Lindner-Lesser
Helen Maislen
Ellen Masters
Stuart Masters
Estelle Miller
Robert Newman,  

of blessed memory
Ken & Fran Rubenstein
Stella Schecter
Arlene D. Schiff
Gary Schiff
Stephen & Deborah Schreier
Martin Silver
Sylvia Silverberg, in memory of 

Jerome Silverberg
Richard A. Simons & Marcie 

Greenfield Simons

Mark & Elisa Snowise
Harold Sparr, of blessed memory
Lisa Fletcher-Udel
Edward Udel
Michael & Joan Ury
Mark & Judy Usow
Henry & Beate Voremberg,  

of blessed memory
Alexandra Warshaw
Florence Wineberg,  

of blessed memory
Rabbi Deborah Zecher &  

Rabbi Dennis Ross 

Thank you to these individuals who through their gift to the Legacy Circle will ensure that 
the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires thrives long into the future. May your name be a 
Blessing, and may the example you set inspire others to create their own Jewish Legacy.

LOCAL NEWS

Temple Anshe Amunim to 
Hold Shabbat Service/ 
Congregational Brunch
PITTSFIELD – Join the Reli-
gious School families of Tem-
ple Anshe Amunim on Satur-
day morning, January 28 at 
10 a.m. for a family-friendly, 
accessible Shabbat morning 
service followed by a congrega-
tional brunch. At this service, 
members and guest families 
experience the Shabbat morn-
ing service in a festive and cel-
ebratory environment. Follow-
ing the service, all are invited 
to a congregational brunch in 

the Temple Social Hall. There 
is no cost to attend, but an 
RSVP is required by Friday, 
January 20 to ensure that all 
will be able to enjoy the festive 
brunch. Major funding for this 
event is provided by the Har-
old Grinspoon Foundation.

For more information, con-
tact the Temple Anshe Amu-
nim office at (413) 442-5910, 
email templeoffice@ansheamu-
nim.org or visit www.anshean-
umim.org.

Family-Friendly Tu B’Shevat Shabbat  
Service and Seder at TAA

Shir Chadash! Sing a New Song at Hevreh’s 
Shabbat Shira 
GREAT BARRINGTON – On 
Friday, February 10 at 6 p.m., 
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire 
celebrates Shabbat Shira, 
which is a chance to celebrate 
the beauty of song and poetry 
in the Jewish tradition. 

“As long as Jews have 
been telling stories, we have 
also been singing (or, as long 
as we have been singing, we 
have been telling stories),” say 
the organizers of this spe-
cial musical Shabbat, when 
Rabbi Neil Hirsch and Rabbi 
Jodie Gordon will be joined by 
Hevreh’s choir and the new-
ly-formed band. Several con-
temporary psalms and works 
of poetry that touch upon our 
modern spiritual lives will also 

be shared. An oneg will follow 
services.

Also at Hevreh – Tot Shabbat 
and Tu B’Shevat

On Saturdays, January 28 
and February 11 at 9 a.m., 
Shabbat rocks through the 
winter – don’t miss the up-
coming Shabbat experiences. 
In January, Hevreh celebrates 
Shabbat with a special story 
about equality, and what it 
means to be a good friend. In 
February, the focus will be 
on singing and storytelling on 
the holiday of Tu B’Shevat, 
the New Year of the Trees. As 
always, youngsters sing, play, 
share blessings and a special 
Shabbat snack. All are wel-

come. This program is geared 
towards families with children 
ages 5 and under, but older 
siblings are also welcome.

On Sunday, February 12, 
11:30 a.m., families are invited 
to join Hevreh’s Religious 
School teachers and students 
for a fun and tasty celebra-
tion of Tu B’Shevat, the New 
Year of the Trees! Learn all 
about this fun holiday that 
celebrates trees and all of the 
important ways they help us.

Hevreh is located at 270 
State Road, Great Barrington. 
Website: hevreh.org

PITTSFIELD – Temple Anshe 
Amunim invites the commu-
nity to celebrate Tu B’Shevat, 
a celebration of trees and 
nature, on Friday, February 
10 beginning at 5:30 p.m. Tu 
B’Shevat, the fifteenth day of 
the Hebrew month of Shevat, 
and welcomes the emergence 
of spring. 

The evening will begin with 
Shabbat Shira, the “Sabbath 
of Song,” and a family-friendly 
Friday evening service full of 

music. The celebration of Tu 
B’Shevat continues with an 
exploration of the enduring 
connections between Judaism 
and nature. The service will 
feature both adult and student 
leaders of the Temple Anshe 
Amunim community. A dairy 
dinner will be served following 
the service, featuring those 
fruits that are symbolically 
linked to Tu B’Shevat. There 
is a $5 per person charge for 
the dinner, with a maximum 

charge of $20 per family.
Reservations are required 

for dinner by January 30 – 
please contact the Temple 
office for registration details 
by calling (413) 442-5910 or 
emailing TempleOffice@ 
AnsheAmunim.org. 

This event is open to all 
members of the community. 
Major funding for the event is 
provided by the Harold Grin-
spoon Foundation.

Trees in a Jewish National Fund forest in Israel
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BerkshireCountryDay.org

Pre-K through Grade 9:  
Now Enrolling for the 
2017-2018 school year

For more information or to schedule a visit,  
please call or email:

413.637.0755 x116  |  admissions@berkshirecountryday.orgAmherst, Massachusetts
adjacent to Hampshire College

Sunday–Friday, 10–4 | 413.256.4900

yiddishbookcenter.org

Yiddish Book Center
2017  e d u c at i o n a l p r o g r a m s

The Yiddish Book Center offers a year-round schedule of 

educational programs where students of all ages can learn Yiddish 

and explore modern Jewish history, literature, and culture.

To learn more about these and other programs and to apply or 

register visit yiddishbookcenter.org/educational-programs

YiddishSchool
A weeklong language and culture  

program for adult learners.

Steiner Summer Yiddish Program
The seven-week program offers college 

students the opportunity to immerse 

themselves in Yiddish language and 

culture.

Field Trip Program 
A hands-on program for middle and  

high school students. 

Great Jewish Books Summer Program
At this five-day program, high school 

students read, discuss, argue about, and 

fall in love with modern Jewish literature.

SIMONS-ROCK.EDU

For 50 years, Bard College at Simon’s 
Rock has brought the benefits of a liberal  
arts college education to younger 
students. Our core philosophy is that 
many high school students are more 
than ready, now, to take on meaningful,  
serious academic challenges. This 
guiding principle has earned us a 99% 
academic rating from the Princeton 
Review, and 78% of our students go  
on to graduate study. 

With the addition of Bard Academy  
at Simon’s Rock, we welcome 9th  
and 10th graders to our beautiful 
Berkshire campus. Here they pursue 
an intensive two-year high school 
curriculum (taught by college faculty) 
specially designed to prepare them  
to enter college at Simon’s Rock after 
the second year. 

BREAK FROM 
THE STANDARD
EDUCATIONAL 
TRACK

Educational Opportunities
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Her family’s life is haunted 
by what her parents refer to as 
Dee Melchomeh, “the War.” Her 
father Aaron’s first wife and 
two daughters were murdered, 
but he escaped to the Polish 
forest and fought as a partisan 
guerrilla against the Germans. 
Her mother, Helen (referred to 
only as “Mameh” in the book) 
and grandmother survived the 
war in hiding, the rest of that 
side of the family largely wiped 
out by the Nazis. Grende’s par-
ents met after the war, and she 
was born in a refugee camp in 
American Occupied Germany. 
The family made it to America 
a few years later, settling in 
the Bronx and adding another 
member, a son, soon after.

Yet all would not be well in 
the household. Grende’s par-
ents had a volatile relationship, 
and the soul-shattering events 
of the past permeated family 
life. A theme one encounters of-
ten in works by the children of 
survivors is how challenging it 
was to create a “normal” post-
war American identity amidst 
the oppressive heaviness of the 

European past. This preoc-
cupation pervades the first 
section of The Butcher’s Daugh-
ter, where in one memorable 
passage Grende describes the 
time when, as she and a date 
are preparing to leave for a 
screening of Beach Blanket Bin-
go, her father collars her beau 
and is suddenly “out of social 
amenity territory and deep in 
the woods of Pietchkow circa 
1942,” displaying scars on his 
torso where he was wounded 
during the war.

As part one of the book 
draws to a close, Grende de-
scribes her emergence from the 
family home, and her travails 
in starting an independent life 
in New York City. I expected 
the memoir to continue in that 
vein, focusing on her story 
with her parents reappearing 
now and again; but at the 
close of the opening section, 
The Butcher’s Daughter takes 
a remarkable turn. The setting 
is Florence’s wedding day, with 
future husband Joe awaiting 
her arrival beneath the chup-
pah. “Just before we walk down 

the aisle,” Grende writes, “my 
mother with tears welling and 
a hint of bitterness, whispers, 
‘You’re going to have such a 
better life than mine.’”

It is a devastating line, and 
it ushers in the next section 
of the book, which Grende 
devotes to her parents’ wartime 
experiences. While Aaron Gren-
de would show his physical 
scars, he never discussed what 
actually happened to him, tell-
ing his daughter only that he 
shared his story with officials 
after the war and that his ac-
count was on record in Poland. 
In 1996, Grende visited the 
Warsaw historical archives, and 
obtained her father’s testimo-
ny of his wartime experiences. 
The 8-page Yiddish language 
document “illuminates how he 
went from being a resident of 
the ghetto” in Lublin, “to being 
a hardened fighter” living in the 
woods who killed the enemy. 
She uses that document, the 
few facts that were shared, and 
her own imagination to believ-
ably and movingly reconstruct 
her parents’ harrowing stories.

The book concludes with 
a third section, which begins 
with Aaron Grende’s sudden 
death not long after Florence’s 
wedding and then goes on to 
describe Mameh’s passing 
years later, just before she 
turned ninety. Grende says her 
mother never really overcame 
Dee Melchomeh, never found 
the solace some survivors do 
in their children. Grende’s 
portrait of her still emotional-
ly distant mother in her final 
years is tinged with sadness 
but not bitterness, and is 
marked by a mature, compas-
sionate acceptance that the 
events that shaped her family’s 
lives were simply too large for 
anyone touched by them either 
directly or indirectly to emerge 
intact.

As she wraps up, Grende 
describes her own journey to 
serve as a “memorial candle,” a 
term used to describe children 
of Holocaust survivors who 
“nurture the memories and 
make sure they are passed 
down,” she says. The Butcher’s 
Daughter is part of that effort.

By the conclusion of book, 
it is clear that the Holocaust 
story she has told – one of 
heartbreaking loss, formidable 
courage, and indelible pain – is 
far from nobody’s business. It 
is everybody’s business. 

What follows is an excerpt 
from part one of the memoir.

Florence Grende

Excerpted from The Butcher’s Daughter by Florence Grende

Mamaloshen 
 Speak English! Why won’t you speak English? I shout in my thoughts. English is refined, 
smooth and polished as marble, Yiddish rough as coal. Shopping on bustling White Plains 
Road, alongside the rumbling of the El train heading for Manhattan, my parents are speaking, 
no yelling, in Yiddish. I long to be on that train, going “downtown,” instead of here where 
my parents’ voices boom across the avenue. Their Yiddish words form guttural reverberating 
growls, surely threatening American passers-by, its harshness an embarrassing contrast to the 
gentility of English. 

 Right now they are arguing about the price of shoes, about the amount of money spent. 
Mameh complains he’s spent, tsi fiel, too much. Tateh flails his arms, Hahck mir nischt in 
tcshainik he thunders, his plaid wool cap bopping precariously on his head. I move a few feet 
apart hoping they won’t notice. 

 Yelling on the street is their default mode of communicating, the louder the tone, the 
better. They’ve no demarcation between inside and outside, between thought and action, 
between home and the street. They are nothing if not consistent. “Privacy” is a Yiddish word 
I’ve yet to hear, “nuance” an alien concept. Closed doors an invitation to barge in, personal 
mail a free-for-all. A thought pops into your head, spit it out. 

 Yiddish, the language of cursing, selling, squabbling, gossiping, joking, but rarely, it seems 
to me, of conversation, rarely of I’ll-present-one-idea-and-wait-quietly-for-a-response from-
you-so-we-can-respectfully-exchange-thoughts. 

 It’s a language I’m eager to discard. 

 And yet…

 I hear a softening, a slowing down of voices, a mellowing of tone when I think of my 
parents sitting around the dining room table with their Lublin immigrant friends, der Lubliner, 
talking about der heym, home. The air, dense with the aroma of steaming coffee and sweet 
cinnamon cake, and thick with cigarette smoke curling up towards the glass-baubled chande-
lier, carries too a sudden richness in their voices. They’re playing cards, gin rummy, the nickels, 
dimes and quarters strewn around the table. Moments before the house seemed to shake 
with the racket of their voices, full volume, all talking at once, arguing about the cards, whose 
turn it is to deal, who won the last hand, arguing, it seems, for argument’s sake. Now they’re 
quieter, their Yiddish reverent. 

 There sits Goldie holding a cigarette between two ruby polished fingernails, and next to 
her, husband Schmuel, who will soon die of a heart attack, Baila and her husband Yankel of 
the gentle smile, who will soon be shot and paralyzed inside one of the apartment buildings 
he owns, and Yosef, der Shuckler, the Shaker, whose head twitches and turns in involuntary 
movement, his war souvenir. And Moishe and Sara, my parents’ best friends. From my bed-
room, where the walls shudder with the timbre of voices, I hear a hush fall, their Yiddish now 
cushioned by the thick tones of nostalgia. 

 “Remember Grubbe Freyda, Freyda the Fat?” Goldie asks. 

 “She made challah, zees vie tsiker, sweet like sugar,” I hear Tateh say. 

 They don’t speak of Freyda’s fate, or their own. 

 Freyda, suspended in time, whose 
history ends with the sweet taste of bread. 

 Der Lubliner conjures people no 
longer alive, evoke smells and tastes, scenes 
they recall wistfully that I cannot. 

 I envy these gentler aspects of der 
heym, that nostalgia infused world I’ll never 
know, those memories of before, before the 
war, before the decimation of each Lubliner 
family. While der heym is not my reality, the 
open wound of its after courses through me, 
and not with the sweet taste of challah. Dare 
I say it? I envy their war experiences, the 
proof of their grit, the solidity of their pain. 
Like Yiddish, it belongs to them, not me. My 
fears are empty, inherited without the legiti-
macy of memory. I feel the terror of their war 
too, but it rides on the back of a phantom. 
How can my fears ever measure up to theirs?

The Butcher’s Daughter by Florence 
Grende is available through Amazon.
com in paperback and Kindle formats. 
The author was a longtime resident of 
Lanesborough, and a co-founder (with 
Margery Metzger) of The Berkshire 
Jewish Film Festival. Her late husband, 
Joe Madison, founded “Joe’s Project,” 
which through the Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires twice a year delivers 
holiday baskets and home visits to 
Jewish seniors in the area, and also 
co-founded (with Howard Kaufman) The 
Monday Mountain Boys hiking club. 
Grende now resides in San Miguel de 
Allende, Mexico.

MEMOIR, continued from page 1
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our traditions in our current 
environments. We marveled at 
the power of Hashem to watch 
over Hashem’s people. 

But we looked through 
the leaves of palm trees, not 
pine trees, in order to find the 
three stars before Havdalah. 
The parasha was delivered 
not in Hebrew or English, but 
in Telugu. The chicken was 
much spicier than it tends 
to be around here. And we 
said hamotzi over chapati, not 
challah.

For those two months, I 
had the great honor to live 
with and learn from the Bene 
Ephraim Jewish community 
of Andhra Pradesh, India. The 
Bene Ephraim are a Jew-
ish community located in a 
village in the Guntur district 
of Andhra Pradesh in the 
southeast of India, about forty 
kilometers from the coast. 
The community is centered 
around one synagogue, which 
is located next to the house of 
the community leader, Sadok 
Yacobi, and his family, with 
whom I stayed. The rest of the 

families live in a section of the 
village about seven minutes 
away by foot. 

India is home to several 
distinct Jewish communities, 
including the Bene Israel and 
Baghdadi Jews of Mumbai, 
the Bene Menashe of the 
Northeast, and the Cochini 
Jews of Kerala, in addition to 
small communities in Kolk-
ata, Delhi, Ahmedabad, and 
more recently, in Tamil Nadu. 
Overall, Jews make up a tiny 
percentage (roughly 0.0006%) 
of the total 1.3 billion people 
in the country. During the 
last semester, 
while studying 
in Hyderabad, 
I realized that 
my experience 
in India would 
be incomplete 
without visit-
ing at least one 
or two of the 
many Jewish 
communities in 
the country. I was particularly 
interested to learn how the 
Jews there keep their sense of 

JEWISH INDIA, continued from page 1

neighbors of other religions. 
One community member told 
me, “others don’t know who 
we are (that we are Jewish) – 
they might mislabel us, but 
God knows, so that’s all that 
matters.” Since the community 
leader is well respected by the 
whole village, many non-Jews 
will also come to ask for his 
blessings, which he always will 
give.

In Andhra Pradesh, keep-
ing Shabbat can be a difficult 
task. Saturday is a working 
day there, and to go to syn-
agogue instead of to work 

means to lose out on a 
day’s worth of income. 
Most of the families 
are financially dis-
advantaged, and will 
therefore work as many 
days as they can. Yet, 
they will not work on 
Shabbat or on festivals.

 The Bene Ephraim 
congregants have an 
admirable and detailed 

knowledge of the Torah. Al-
most all community members 
have Hebrew names derived 
from the Torah, and they know 
not only which parasha and 
pasuk they are from, but also 
to whom they were related. For 
example, Keziya, the commu-
nity leader’s daughter and 
a very good friend of mine, 
traces her name to the book of 
Job as Job’s second daughter. 
In spare moments, Miriam, the 
wife of Sadok, and an equally 
important community leader 
herself, sits with a copy of the 
Old Testament in Telugu in 
one hand, and a Chumash in 

the other, comparing trans-
lations. Even with all of this 
knowledge, community mem-
bers are always eager to learn 
more.

Another thing that inspires 
me is the Bene Ephraim’s 
understanding of themselves 
– the way they embrace many 
identities at once – through 
both history and in today’s 
context. Their oral history, 
which was recently written 
into a book by Sadok’s broth-
er, Shmuel, traces them back 
to Israel. According to this 
history, the Ephraim people 
migrated through the Middle 
East and north India to reach 
the region where they are 
today. In that process, they 
became part of the Telugu peo-
ple, and were grouped into the 
lowest caste. 

The Bene Ephraim be-
long to a caste called Madiga, 
which is one of the formerly 
“untouchable” castes in South 
India. Caste is a rigid social 
hierarchy and Madigas are 
at the absolute bottom of the 
ladder. Madigas were histor-
ically excluded from Hindu 
society because they have 
customs that are considered 
unacceptable to Hindus, such 
as burying their deceased 
and eating beef. These same 
customs, however, are present 
in Judaism, and this link was 
important in the recognition of 
their Jewish origin. Communi-
ty members are proud of their 
Jewish origins and accepting 
of their Madiga ones. More 
importantly, being one does 
not take away from the other. 

identity in a place where there 
are so few of them. I was excit-
ed to meet the Bene Ephraim, 
hoping that I could connect 
with them as a Jew, and as 
someone who had started to 
study their language.

The Bene Ephraim commu-
nity members speak Telugu, 
the native language in the 
states of Andhra Pradesh and 
newly formed Telangana. Telu-
gu refers to both the people 
who live in those states and to 
the language they speak. The 
language is extremely compli-
cated, with its own script of 

more than 50 letters.
The community leader 

and his family members also 
speak English, and some other 
youth are learning English. 
Many have learned a bit of 
Hindi in school, but it is not 
used in daily conversation. 
Sadok, the community lead-
er, reads and writes Hebrew, 
and has taught these skills to 
many young people and some 
adults in the community, who 
are very proficient. Like most 
Jews outside of Israel, they 
use a combination of Hebrew 
and their local language for 
prayers, songs, and study. 
Each week, the community 
joins together in the syna-
gogue for Kabbalat Shabbat, 
Saturday morning services, 
and Havdalah. Services are 
fully participatory – several 
congregants, women and men, 
take turns leading prayers. All 
families kiss the paper or wood 
mezuzot on their houses as 
they enter and exit. They light 
candles before Shabbat and 
wear kippot inside the syn-
agogue. Holidays are festive 
occasions when people put on 
their best clothes and prepare 
special foods. One friend, 
Leah, told me her favorite 
holiday is Sukkot, because she 
loves seeing the whole commu-
nity come together. The young 
people gather wood, build the 
sukkah, put branches on top, 
and decorate the inside with 
fruits. “Every day we sit there, 
eat, and sleep,” she said, “even 
when it rains.”

There were many things 
that immediately struck me 
about the Bene Ephraim. 
Their devotion to Judaism and 
Jewish values comes through 
in the way they interact with 
others, keep traditions, and 
study Torah. 

 India is extremely reli-
giously diverse, and Jewish 
people there constitute only a 
small minority in their coun-
try and also in their village. 
Therefore, many people who 
are not part of this com-
munity have never heard of 
Judaism. The Bene Ephraim 
Jews remain confident in their 
identity while keeping very 
good relationships with their 

The Bene Ephraim’s…devotion to 
Judaism and Jewish values comes 

through in the way they interact 
with others, keep traditions,  

and study Torah. 

JEWISH INDIA, continued on next page
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JDC Entwine Helps Bring Education Programs to Mumbai Slums

In 2015, The Jewish Federation of the Berkshires provided over $150,000 to help care for Jews in need in Israel and over-

seas. A portion of those dollars went to support the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC). Here is one story 

of how your generosity provides hope to those living in dire poverty.

One Story – O  ne Life

Your Federation Dollars at Work

For over 50 years, JDC, the world’s leading Jewish humanitarian assistance 
organization, has been active in India, one of the oldest centers of Jewish life 
thriving today. JDC provides welfare services for the neediest in the commu-
nity and has helped develop Jewish life in Mumbai through programs at the 
Evelyn Peters Jewish Community Center.

In 2012, JDC established a partnership with the NGO Gabriel Project Mumbai 
(GPM) to connect with the local Indian Jewish community via its JDC Entwine 
program. GPM cares for thousands of vulnerable children living in slums and 
poor rural areas of India through education, hygiene, nutrition, and medi-
cal programs. JDC Entwine is a one-of-a-kind movement for young Jewish 
leaders, influencers, and advocates who seek to make a meaningful impact 
on global Jewish needs and international humanitarian issues, offering service 
experiences in Jewish communities around the world, educational events and 
programs, and leadership development opportunities.

The partnership sends young Jews from around the world to volunteer in the 
slums as JDC-GPM Multi-Week Fellows, working to create innovative literacy 
programs by teaching English and interacting with local children. Fellows also 
help by cooking, packaging, and delivering daily warm meals for children, 
creating an incentive for parents to send their children to school rather than 
to work in the streets.

GPM opened the Shrawan Medical Clinic, the first ever medical clinic in the 
Kalwa slum. The clinic, in partnership with Doctors for You and Sundara Soap, 
provides services to 7000 children and 3000 women who previously had no 
access to medical care. JDC-GPM fellows may volunteer to work there, as 
well.

Fellows learn about responsible volunteering, global poverty, international 
development, along with Indian culture, and social justice. They are simulta-
neously immersed in Mumbai’s vibrant Jewish community, working alongside 
their Indian Jewish peers and at the JCC. The next program runs from Febru-
ary to April 2017.

For more information about JDC Entwine, visit jdcentwine.org. The GPM  
website is gabrielprojectmumbai.org/

However, even though ‘untouchabili-
ty’ has been outlawed, discrimination 
against Madigas and other low-caste 
people is still extremely prevalent. For 
this reason, economic mobility is diffi-
cult. Most women in the community run 
their households, while the men work as 
farm laborers, earning very little income. 
The children are studying, but besides 
the community leader’s family, the adult 
generation is mostly uneducated. 

The Bene Ephraim community’s cur-
rent synagogue was established in 1991. 
Before then, they held prayer services in 
family houses. In addition to observing 
Shabbat, and celebrating Jewish holi-
days, they slaughter their meat accord-
ing to the laws of kashrut, and circum-
cise male children when possible.

Community members see themselves 
as descendants of a people who were al-
ways Jews, from ancient times, who lost 
connection with their Judaism due to 
assimilation and caste oppression, and 
who are now reclaiming their ancestry 
through their religious practice. One 
community elder explained to me: “The 
community came here a long time ago. 
They lost their religion... Eventually they 
realized that they were Jewish. It has to 
come on its own – the realization. Since 
then, we have been following Judaism 
sincerely. We kill our own meat, we 
don’t eat meat outside.” Since others in 
the area are not familiar with Judaism, 
the Bene Ephraim explain that their 
people, Jews, are originally from Israel 
and have spread out all over the world. 
These ideas of origin, authenticity and 
historical connection to a homeland are 
present in the rhetoric of many diasporic 
communities.

One of the many important things I 
learned from the Bene Ephraim is to be 
able to say with more confidence than 

before that we can be many things at 
once. The Bene Ephraim, like all Jews, 
are living at an intersection of multi-
ple identities. The community taught 
me that, in order to balance being fully 
Jewish with being fully everything else 
that we are, we need to understand that 
those things do not have to be mutually 
exclusive.

I think it is better to see Jews as one 
complex, diverse family where we can 
unite not just despite our differences, 
but can connect even more strongly in 
recognition and celebration of them. 
The Bene Ephraim wholly embody their 
Judaism in a way that connects them 
deeply to their history and to others, and 
in doing so, set an important example 
for Jews around the world. 

Author’s Note: Temple Emunah, my 
home synagogue in Lexington, MA, has 
helped out in starting a fundraising proj-
ect for the Bene Ephraim in partnership 
with Kulanu, an organization that helps 
to support small Jewish communities 
around the world. As the families there 
have very low income, the fundraising 
will go towards small projects such as 
helping to pay school fees for the chil-
dren and youth of the community. If you 
are interested in donating, here is the 
link to the fundraising page:  
www.tinyurl.com/emunah-india

The Bene Ephraim families would be 
very grateful for your support.

 
Sara Feldman is a senior at Wesleyan 
University where she studies Anthropolo-
gy and Dance. She is originally from Lex-
ington, MA. She is the granddaughter of 
Joanna and Ellis Fribush of Pittsfield and 
daughter of Andrea Fribush, who grew up 
in the Berkshires, and Mitchell Feldman.

JEWISH INDIA, continued from previous page
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Traveling with Jewish Taste 
Any Volunteers for a Sojourn in Knoxville, TN?
Locals aware of the Tribe’s frankfurters
By Carol Goodman Kaufman

Travel for business may 
have some drawbacks (e.g., 
long lines at airports, delayed 
flights, no legroom), but one 
of the perqs is getting to see 
different parts of the world. In 
November, Joel and I found 
ourselves in Knoxville, Ten-
nessee, in the foothills of the 
Great Smoky Mountains. 
Although not a major center 
of Jewish life (MOTs comprise 
about a quarter of a percent of 
Knoxville’s population), here 
is an interesting factoid: The 
hot dogs sold at the University 
of Tennessee stadium (seating 
102,000) are Hebrew National 
all-beef kosher. 

But there is Jewish history 
here in Eastern Tennessee, 
and that history would have 
begun much earlier had one 
Scot had his way. In 1756, the 
very mercenary Sir Alexander 
Cuming approached the Jews 
of London with a proposal to 
transfer 300,000 European 
Jews to East Tennessee. He 
had plans to make lots of mon-
ey off their backs. Neither the 
Jews nor King George II cared 
for the idea – after all, we’re 
talking about pre-Revolution-
ary America – so Tennessee 
didn’t see Jewish settlement 
for another hundred years. 

Even on the eve of the Civil 
War, only seven Jewish fam-
ilies lived among Knoxville’s 
3,000 residents. In 1861, 
young Joseph Schwab died in 
battle. His father had no place 
to bury him, so merchants Sol-
omon Lyon and Joseph Mayer 
donated a small piece of land 
for his burial and for use as a 
Jewish cemetery. (That young 
Schwab died as a Confederate 
soldier was unusual because 
Knoxville was solidly Unionist 
during the Civil War.) Three 

Carol Goodman Kaufman is a psychologist and author with a 
passion for travel and food. She is currently at work on a food 
history/cookbook, tracing the paths that some of our favorite 
foods have taken from their origins to appear on dinner plates 
and in cultural rites and artifacts around the world. She invites 
readers to read her blog at carolgoodmankaufman.com and to 
follow her on Twitter @goodmankaufman.

than 800 miles of shoreline, 
recreational boating, skiing, 
and fishing are all available for 
enjoyment.

And then, there is the 
Great Smoky Mountains  
National Park, the most 
visited national park in the 
country. The park is so large 
(over 800 square miles) that it 
contains four historic districts 
and one archaeological dis-
trict within its boundaries, as 
well as nine individual listings 
on the National Register of 
Historic Places. More than 9 
million people visit the park 
annually to camp, fish, and 
hike its 850 miles of hiking 
trails. We took one trail to 
the top of Clingman’s Dome, 
the second highest mountain 
east of the Mississippi. Please 

note: this trail is not handi-
capped accessible.

The Smokies, a segment 
of the Appalachian mountain 
range, gets its name from the 
Cherokee phrase, “place of 
blue smoke,” and blue fog does 
indeed hang over the moun-
tains and in the valleys. The 
mist is the result of warm, 
humid air coming in from the 
Gulf of Mexico and cooling 
rapidly as it enters the higher 
elevations. 

Be forewarned that due 
to the recent fires and storm 
damage on the Tennessee side 
of the park, many trails are 
closed, and many home and 
businesses were destroyed. 
It would be a real mitzvah to 
visit and help bring the area 
back to life. 

Huckleberry Pie
Huckleberries are found all over New England. Even though 
technically they are drupes, not berries, they look like fuzzy 
black blueberries. They are also sweeter than blueberries. 
While picking berries is lots of fun, you can find them easily 
in the grocery store or at a farmer’s market. Use your favorite 
pie crust recipe and make sure that the top crust is 2 inches 
larger in diameter than the top of the pie plate.

Ingredients:
5 cups huckleberries (or 

a combination of 
huckleberries and 
blueberries)

1½ cups sugar

5 T. cornstarch
4 T. tapioca
1 t. grated lemon rind
3 T. butter

Directions:
In a large bowl, mix all ingredients together. 

Pour into the bottom pie shell.

Dot the top of the mixture with 2 or 3 dabs of butter.

Top off with the second pie shell, making sure that there is 
about a 1 inch overhang all around.

Pinch the two crusts together and make a decorative edge 
to seal the two piecrusts.

Preheat the oven to 450 degrees.

Place the pie on the middle shelf of your oven and bake 
for 15 minutes, then turn the temperature down to 350 
degrees and continue baking for 30-40 minutes or until the 
filling starts to bubble over and the crust is a light golden 
brown.

Let the pie cool on a cooling rack until ready to serve.

years later, a small group of 
merchant families formed the 
Knoxville Hebrew Benevolent 
Association in order to “pro-
vide services in the Ashkenazic 
form, provide a Jewish ceme-
tery, and to collect funds for 
indigent and distressed Jews.” 

That initial group of Jews 
eventually split and headed 
in two directions, religiously: 
one group formed Temple Beth 
El (“The Temple”) in 1868. 
Although the congregation 
owned no building in which to 
worship – services were held in 
members’ homes or in rented 
halls – the congregation affili-
ated with the Union of Amer-
ican Hebrew Congregations. 
It wasn’t until 1914 that the 
temple dedicated its new home 
in a former church. They built 
their current facility, on Kings-
ton Pike, in 1957.

The other half of Benev-
olent Association members 
formed Heska Amuna Syna-
gogue (“The Synagogue”) as 
an Orthodox shul in 1890. At 
the time, most of its members 
were Eastern European im-
migrant merchants. In 1960, 
Heska Amuna constructed a 
new building, also on Kingston 
Pike, and became affiliated 
with the Conservative move-
ment, eventually becoming 
egalitarian in 1988.

Despite their religious 
differences, both groups got 
along well enough to help 
build a Jewish Community 
Center that became the social 
center for Jewish Knoxville.

After the war ended, more 
Jews settled in Knoxville and 
they served the community 
in many capacities. One in 
particular has a recogniz-
able surname: Julius Ochs. 
His son Adolph, bright and 
ambitious, began his working 
life delivering papers for the 
Knoxville Chronicle. He worked 
his way up to the point of 
buying a controlling share of 
the Chattanooga Times. Ochs 
later married Effie Wise, the 
daughter of Rabbi Isaac Mayer 
Wise and in 1896, purchased 
the New York Times. The rest 
is journalistic history.

By the late 19th century, 
Eastern European Jews began 
to arrive as peddlers. Many of 

these established retail stores 
in the city. Probably the most 
successful of these mer-
chants was Max Arnstein, who 
opened a dry goods store that 
eventually grew into a very 
successful high-end depart-
ment store that was housed 
in the first steel-frame sky-
scraper in Knoxville. Arnstein 
shared his success with the 
community, supporting many 
causes including the purchase 
of a building for the Jewish 
Community Center.

As was the case in many 
Jewish communities around 
the country, the generations of 
Jewish merchants gave way to 
a new one made up of profes-
sionals, executives, and aca-
demics. The flagship campus 
of the University of Tennessee 
is a major magnet for the area, 
as is the Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory. Descendants of 
the city’s founders are today 
outnumbered by people not 
originally from the city.

So, what is there to do in 
and around Knoxville? If you 
happen to be there during 
football season, there is bound 
to be a seat or two available in 
the enormous stadium on the 
University of Tennessee cam-
pus. Every home game is pre-
ceded by a parade, complete 
with a large marching band, 
cheerleaders, and drum major-
ettes. Fans line the streets to 
get a view, cheer, and tap their 
feet along with the music. And 
then there are those Hebrew 
National hot dogs.

Another must-see is the 
Norris Dam State Park. The 
dam was the first project 
undertaken by the Tennessee 
Valley Authority, one of dozens 
of agencies created by Frank-
lin Delano Roosevelt during 
the Great Depression. The 
dam’s purpose was to control 
flooding and bring electricity 
and economic development to 
the Tennessee Valley. From 
another of the Depression-era 
groups, Civilian Conservation 
Corps workers built the park, 
requiring a massive effort to 
build roads, bore through 
rock, and transport enormous 
blocks to build the dam. 

The park sits on the shores 
of Norris Lake. With more 

The marina at Norris Dam

View from Clingman’s Dome
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Radon Testing 
and Mitigation

NEHA & NRSB CERTIFIED

(413) 528-9700  

❑ COMPETITIVE PRICING
 ❑ PROMPT SERVICE
 ❑ FIVE-YEAR WARRANTY

✓
✓
 
 ✓

Welcome to the
Jewish Berkshires
Everyone is welcome to attend  
services and events at any of the  
organizations listed here.

Please call the organizations
directly to confirm service times
or to inquire about membership.

Learn more about our Jewish
community and find great
events on the community
calendar at:

JEWISHBERKSHIRES.ORG
________________________

Berkshire Minyan
Lay-led egalitarian minyan
held at Hevreh of Southern
Berkshire, 270 State Rd.,
Great Barrington, MA
(413) 229-3618, berkshireminyan.org
Services: Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

Berkshire Hills Hadassah
P.O. Box 187, Pittsfield, MA
(413) 443-4386,
Berkshirehillshadassah@gmail.com

B’nai B’rith Lodge, No. 326

Chabad of the Berkshires
450 South St., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 499-9899,
jewishberkshires.com
Check website for service times and 
locations.

Congregation Ahavath Sholom
Reconstructionist
North St., Great Barrington, MA
(413) 528-4197, ahavathsholom.com
Services: Fridays at 5:30 p.m.,
Saturdays at 10 a.m.
Call to confirm services

Congregation Beth Israel
Reform
53 Lois St., North Adams, MA
(413) 663-5830, cbiweb.org
Services: Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

Hevreh of Southern Berkshire
Reform
270 State Rd., Great Barrington, MA 
(413) 528-6378, hevreh.org
Services: Fridays at 6 p.m.,  
Oneg to follow.
Saturdays: Morning Study at 8:45 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Service at 10 a.m.

Israel Philatelist Society
c/o Rabbi Harold Salzmann
24 Ann Dr., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 442-4312

Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
196 South St., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 442-4360 jewishberkshires.org

Jewish War Veterans
Commander Robert Waldheim 
(413) 822-4546, sellit4@aol.com

Knesset Israel
Conservative
16 Colt Rd., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 445-4872, knessetisrael.org
Services: Fridays at 5:45 p.m.,
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

RIMON – A Collaborative  
Community for Jewish Spirituality
PO Box 502, Great Barrington, MA
rimonberkshires.org
ellyns@gmail.com

Temple Anshe Amunim
Reform
26 Broad St., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 442-5910, ansheamunim.org
Services: Fridays at 5:30 p.m.,
Shabbat Morning Service: 11 a.m.

BEYOND THE BERKSHIRES

Congregation Anshe Emeth
Conservative
240 Joslen Blvd., Hudson, NY
(518) 828-6848,
congregationansheemeth.net
Services: Fridays at 7:30 p.m.,  
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

Congregation Beth El
107 Adams St., Bennington, VT
(802) 442-9645, cbevermont.org
Services: Saturdays at 10 a.m.

Nassau Jewish Community 
Center & Synagogue
Route 20, Box 670, Nassau, NY
(518) 766-9831
nassausynagogue.org
Services: Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

Temple Israel of Catskill
Reform 
220 Spring St., Catskill, NY
(518) 943-5758,
templeisraelofcatskill.org.

The Chatham Synagogue
Route 28, Box 51, Chatham, NY
(518) 392-0701, 
chathamsynagogue.org
Services: Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

BERKSHIRE JEWISH CONGREGATIONS & ORGANIZATIONS
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Like us on  
Facebook:

• Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires

• PJ Library  
Berkshire County

JANUARY

Monday, 23 ................ 10:45 a.m., An Exploration of Writing 
Memoirs with Kitty Axelson-Berry, president of Modern Mem-
oirs Publishing, Inc. First in two part series. No lunch served 
today due to floor maintenance.

Tuesday, 24 ................ No lunch served today due to floor 
maintenance.

Thursday, 26 .............. 10:45 a.m., “Mumbet’s Walk to Free-
dom” with historic site interpreter, Ann-Elizabeth Barnes. No 
lunch served today due to floor maintenance.

Monday, 30 ................ 10:45 a.m., An Exploration of Writing 
Memoirs with Kitty Axelson-Berry, president of Modern Mem-
oirs Publishing, Inc. Second in two part series. Lunch: Stuffed 
cabbage casserole**#, noodle soup, baby carrots, rice, 
Challah, ice pops, and tea.

Tuesday, 31 ................  Turkey stew**#, rice, salad, bread-
sticks, apricots, and tea.

 

FEBRUARY

Thursday, 2 ................ 10:45 a.m., The screening of Broad-
way Musicals: A Jewish Legacy. Screening from 10:45-11:45, 
continued after lunch at 12:45.  Lunch: Fresh fish**, mush-
room soup, noodle kugel, broccoli, salad, multi-grain 
bread, cookies coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.

Monday, 6 .................. 10:45 a.m., “The Process of Aging” 
with therapist, Maggie Bittman. Lunch: Beef stew**#, noo-
dles, potato bread, peaches, and tea.

Tuesday, 7 ..................  Chili con carne**#, rice, salad, corn 
bread, mandarin oranges, and tea.

Thursday, 9 ................ 10:45 a.m., “Hospice You Can Trust, 
Care You Deserve.” Lunch: Lentil chick pea stew**#, 
brown rice, salad, multi-grain bread, assorted dried 
fruits, and tea.

Monday, 13 ................ 10:45 a.m., “The NAACP is not an 
‘Anachronism’” with Dennis Powell, president of Berkshire 
County unit of NAACP. Lunch: Sweet & sour meatballs**#, 
salad, noodles, green beans, rye bread, fruit cocktail, 
and tea.

Tuesday, 14 ................  Black bean burgers#, potato leek 
soup, corn with pimento, hamburger rolls, applesauce, 
and tea.

Thursday, 16 .............. 10:45 a.m., ‘Healing of the Spirit 
and Body in a Health Care Setting” with interfaith chaplain 
at BMC, Marcie Greenfield Simons. Lunch: Fish chowder, 
grilled cheese, salad, stewed tomatoes, cheddar chive 
scones, grapes, coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.

Monday, 20 ................ 10:45 a.m., “Share Our Wisdom/Har-
vest Our Lives” with Jewish Federation of the Berkshires’ social 
worker, Susan Dawdy. Lunch: Meat loaf**#, chicken soup, 
mashed potatoes, peas & carrots, pumpernickel bread, 
pears, and tea.

Tuesday, 21 ................  Roasted chicken**#, couscous 
soup, green beans, salad, chef’s choice of bread, sorbet, 
and tea.

Thursday, 23 .............. 10:45 a.m., “FDR and the MS St. 
Louis” with writer, Jay S. Zeif. Lunch: Spinach mushroom 
quiche, mixed vegetables, salad, muffins, ice cream & 
raspberry pillow cookies, coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.

Monday, 27 ................ 10:45 a.m., ‘Sage-ing: Creating a 
Legacy of Wisdom” with Sage-ing Mentor, Audrey Seid-
man. Lunch: Turkey pot pie, “cream” of broccoli soup, 
rice, whole wheat bread, chef’s choice of dessert, and 
tea.

Programs take place Mondays and Thursdays at 10:45 a.m. Lunch is served Monday and Thursday  
at 12 p.m, through September 3. Tuesday lunch resumes on September 8.  
Venue:  Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Rd, Pittsfield, MA.

Programs take place Mondays and Thursdays at 10:45 a.m. Lunch is served Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Thursdays at noon. 
Venue: Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Rd, Pittsfield, MA.
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OBITUARIES

Helen Tolkan Greenwald, 
cherished by family
LENOX – Helen Tolkan  
Greenwald passed away. She 
was the beloved wife of 65 
years, and soul-mate since the 
age of 14, of Leonard A. Green-
wald. She was also the beloved 
mother of Peter N., Jane, 
and Nancy R. Greenwald, 
and mother-in-law of Nancy 
Hoffman, Lawrence Wein, and 
Gary Freifeld. Mrs. Greenwald 
was the cherished grand-
mother of Rebecca Hoffman 
Greenwald, Anna, Mollie, and 
Joseph Wein, and Charlotte 
and Ruth Freifeld and loving 
sister of the late Norman and 
aunt of Victor and Julia Tol-
kan and their children, as well 
as a dear cousin and friend.

Lenox had been her home 
since 2002, and from there 
she traveled the world with her 
children and grandchildren 
with enormous pleasure and 
enthusiasm. She knew who 
each of us was and loved us 
for it, and we loved her. Lucky 
doesn’t begin to describe what 
we have been.

Barbara Goldin, 75,  
selfless compassionate 
service to others
PITTSFIELD – Barbara Goldin 
died on Monday, December 5, 
at Berkshire Medical Center 
surrounded and held by her 
loving family. 

Born in Hagerstown, MD 
on November 29, 1941, Mrs. 
Goldin was raised in Dal-
lastown and York, PA. After 
high school, she attended 
Johns Hopkins, Case Western 
Reserve, and Boston Universi-
ty, earning undergraduate and 
graduate degrees from each 

school. She was most proud of 
being a Hopkins nurse.

Mrs. Goldin first worked in 
pediatric and later in psychi-
atric nursing. She enjoyed a 
distinguished 38 year career 
as a therapist and prescriber 
in Berkshire County, working 
at the Brien Center, Berkshire 
Medical Center, and in lat-
er years in private practice. 
Her devotion to her patients 
was second only to her abid-
ing love for her family. Each 
person in the family has his 
or her story of being helped 
through difficult times, and of 
bringing the family together. 
She embodied nursing in the 
best sense of the word, living 
selfless compassionate service 
to others without a trace of 
ego. Some may remember the 
company with the slogan: “We 
don’t make _____ (fill in the 
blank). We make it better.” She 
did not make her friends, her 
family, or build her house but 
everything and everyone she 
touched she left better. People 
gravitated to her with their 
stories, even complete strang-
ers. She had the gift of making 
people feel heard and valued, 
and she held that gift sacred.

In addition to her fam-
ily, patients, and friends, 
Mrs. Goldin loved the Cape, 
spending idle time on small 
bay beaches, feet in the sand, 
reading a good book. She also 
loved the rolling farmlands of 
southern Pennsylvania where 
she was raised and that held a 
special tug on her heart. She 
loved Golden Retrievers, and 
making her house a home.

Mrs. Goldin leaves her 
loving husband of 48+ years, 
Roger; her loving children 

tions may be made to Hos-
piceCare in the Berkshires in 
care of the Devanny-Condron 
Funeral Home.

Shirley Solomon, 95, 
leader and active in many 
Jewish organizations
PITTSFIELD – Shirley Solo-
mon, 95, formerly of Lowell, 
MA and Churchill Crest in 
Pittsfield, died on Friday, De-
cember 30 at Melbourne Place.

Mrs. Solomon was a 1939 
graduate of Lowell High School 
and attended Salem State 
Teachers College. She was 
a teacher at several schools 
in the Lowell area and also 
worked at H&H Paper Co.

A member of Temple Beth 
El in Lowell, Mrs, Solomon 
was a lifetime member of 
Hadassah where she served as 
vice president. She also served 
as president of Sisterhood, 
where she was also a lifetime 
member. She was a member of 
the League of Women Vot-
ers, Israel Bond Chairman of 
the Women’s Division, and a 
lifetime member of Montefiore 
Synagogue.

A resident of Pittsfield since 
1983, she was a member of 
Knesset Israel and a volunteer 
at Tanglewood.

Mrs. Solomon’s family 
wishes to thank her long term 
caregivers, Lisa, Nissa, and  
Elsie for the wonderful care 
they gave to both Mrs. Solo-
mon and her husband, Sidney, 
over the past 5-1/2 years. A 
thank you to the personnel at 
Hospice Care in the Berkshires 
for their attention and kind-
ness during this difficult time.

Mrs. Solomon was pre-
deceased by her husband 
Sidney in February, 2016. She 
leaves her daughters Marcia 
(Charles) Mandel and Helene 
(Peter) Woog; grandchildren 
Debra Woog, Jacqueline (Brad) 
Chernow, Carl Woog and wife 
Lauren Thomson, Marc (Sha-
na) Mandel, Joshua Mandel 
and partner Carrie Niziolek; 
great-grandchildren Aidan 
Woog McGinty, Kira Woog Mc-
Ginty, Abigail Chernow, and 
Zev Woog. She was pre-de-
ceased by her siblings Harold 
Palefsky and Norman Palefsky.

Private graveside services 
were held.

Donations may be made 
to Hospice Care of the Berk-
shires, 877 South Street, Suite 
1W, Pittsfield, MA 01201 or to 
the Kiddush Fund at Congre-
gation Knesset Israel, 16 Colt 
Road, Pittsfield, MA 01201.

Seymour B. Schwartz, 87, 
biker, runner, hiker and 
skier
LENOX – Seymour (Sy) B. 
Schwartz, 87, passed away on 
Saturday, December 
24, 2016 surround-
ed by members of 
his family.

Born in New-
ark, NJ on April 
12, 1929, the son 
of Helen and Louis 
Schwartz, he grad-
uated from Rutgers 
University with a 
B.A. and earned an 
M.B.A. from New 
York University. He 
served in the US 
Army from 1953 to 
1954.

Mr. Schwartz was a li-
censed Certified Public Ac-
countant in the states of 
New Jersey, New York, and 
Massachusetts. He moved to 
the Berkshires in 1958 to join 
the accounting firm of Wolf 
& Company (now Adelson & 
Company PC), of which he 
became a partner.

He was a member of the 
Audit Committee of Temple 
Anshe Amunim in Pittsfield 
and blew the shofar for many 
years during the Jewish High 
Holidays. He served on the 
board of directors of Hospice 
Care in The Berkshires, Inc. 
and was one of the first ac-
counting teachers at Berkshire 
Community College.

Mr. Schwartz was an avid 
biker and runner and ran 
12 marathons, including the 
Boston and New York City 
marathons. Additionally, 
he was a snowshoer, cross 
country skier, and hiker. He 
was a member of the Monday 
Mountain Boys hiking group, 
and he loved opera and travel. 
He and his wife went on three 
European bike trips.

Mr. Schwartz was prede-
ceased by his loving wife Iris 
Davidson Schwartz, whom 
he married on December 15, 
1957.

He is survived by his 
daughter Hannah and her 
partner Roslyn Orrock of 
Sydney, Australia; son Louis 
and his wife Carolyn of Dobbs 
Ferry, NY and three grandchil-
dren Emma Orrock-Schwartz, 
Daniel Schwartz, and Adam 
Schwartz.

A memorial service for 
Seymour and Iris was held 
on Sunday, January 15 at 
Kimball Farms in Lenox. Do-
nations may be made to The 
High Road Project run by the 
Berkshire Natural Resources 
Council, 20 Bank Row,  
Pittsfield, MA 01201,  
www.bnrc.org/the-high-road.

Mazel Tov to…

MAZEL TOV

Mike and Bobbi Cohn who 
welcomed their 6th grandson, 
Oliver Cohn, on November 19. 
Parents are Dan and Rachel 
Cohn.

c
Laura and Steve Bedford 

on the birth of their first grand-
child, Silas Hudson.

c
Michele Kreig Bauer and 

Chris Fader on the marriage 
of their son Joshua Bauer to 
Elissa Riesenfeld.

c
Richard Kirsch and Clau-

dia Ricci on the engagement 
of their daughter, Lindsay.

c
Rabbis Debbie Zecher and 

Dennis Ross on the engage-
ment of their son Adam to 
Eliya Freund of Tekoa, Israel. 

c

Jim Shepard, author of 
The Book of Aron, on receiv-
ing Hadassah Magazine’s 
2016 Harold U. Ribalow Prize, 
awarded to an author who has 
created an outstanding work 
of fiction on a Jewish theme. 

c
Judy Seaman, whose film, 

Lenox Through the Years 1767 
– 2017, premieres on Feb. 11 
at the Duffin Theater at 7 p.m.

c
John and Nina Lipkowitz 

on their first joint exhibition, 
“The Apples of Our ‘i’: iPad 
Paintings and iPhone Photo-
graphs,” at The Warren Family 
Gallery in the Kennard Arts 
Center at Berkshire School in 
Sheffield, on view until March 
10.

“Hancock Shaker Village,” by John Lipkowitz

Jason of Housatonic and 
Emmy of Astoria, Queens, 
NY; and her retrievers Bob 
and Ernie. She leaves three 
brothers: Donald Miller of 
Glen Rock, PA., Gary Miller 
of New York City, and Randy 
Miller of Acme, PA., and their 
respective wives and husband 
Dot, Daniel, and Linda. She 
also leaves her brother-in-law 
and sister-in-law, Elliott and 
Debbie Goldin of Cedar Grove, 
NJ. She leaves many nieces, 
nephews, grandnieces and 
grandnephews, all adored. 
She leaves her special cousin 
Connie of Hilo, HI, her one and 
only “sister” a many dear and 
beautiful friends. She trea-
sured them all.

A memorial service is 
planned for the spring.

Donations may be made to 
Berkshire Meadows in Housa-
tonic, where Jason resides, 
or to a charity of one’s choice. 
Alternately, you can simply 
donate yourself to a special 
cause, a person who could use 
your support, or a stranger 
who might like a smile.

James Alexander, 91,  
devoted father and  
husband
PITTSFIELD – James Alexan-
der, 91, formerly of 83 Morn-
ingview Drive, died Saturday, 
December 3 at Berkshire 
Place. 

Born in Lee, son of Samuel 
and Ida Brotsker Alexander, 
he moved to Pittsfield soon 
after getting married. He grad-
uated from Lee High School in 
1943 and joined the US Navy 
the following year. He was sta-
tioned in San Francisco until 
the end of the war. He married 
Roslyn Feldstein on March 25, 
1951.

Soon after their first son 
was born, they moved into 
their house at 83 Morningview 
Drive, Pittsfield. They lived in 
that house their entire married 
life, forming friendships with 
neighbors who soon became 
their extended family. Mr. Al-
exander was a devoted father 
and husband, taking interest 
in everything his children did. 

Mr. Alexander worked in 
the Post Office for over 25 
years. In later years, he loved 
driving cars for a local dealer-
ship. He would often share the 
ride with a good friend, Neddy 
Deeb. Years later he would 
recall what happened on one 
of the trips or the value of a 
particular car with a smile on 
his face. He was always a very 
positive person with a wonder-
ful sense of humor and a kind 
heart.

He leaves two sons, Jef-
frey R. Alexander and his wife 
Sharon of Mount Pleasant, 
SC, and Jay R. Alexander and 
his wife, Emiliana, of Yuba 
City, CA; a daughter, Amy L. 
Alexander of Pittsfield; four 
grandchildren, Valerie (Ben) 
Shander, Sara (Craig) Oakley, 
Julie Alexander, and Jona-
than Alexander; and two great 
grandchildren Adam Shander 
and Nora Oakley. 

He was pre-deceased by 
his wife of 57 years, Roslyn 
Alexander, and three brothers: 
Joseph, Louis, and Harold.

A memorial service was 
held at Devanny-Condron 
Funeral Home on Sunday, 
December 11. Memorial dona-
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With the CardValet® app, you  
can save time and rest easy by 
controlling the cards in your wallet 
with the phone in your pocket.

•  Instantly lock (and unlock) your cards  
if they go missing.

•  Set and remove spending limits.

•  Get purchase alerts in real time.

•  Limit transactions to a certain area using 
your phone’s GPS.

® 2017 Fiserv, Inc. or its affiliates. CardValet is a registered trademark of Fiserv, Inc.

lock,
unlock,
repeat.
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We know why you’re here.
And we’re here for the same reasons.

103 West Park Street
Lee, MA  01238

T: (413) 243-4331

www.octobermountainfa.com
Member SEC, FINRA SiPC

The Berkshires.

More than a place. 
It’s a way of life.

We get it.

It’s a set of values, 
experiences and 
qualities that shape 
your life.

Your financial 
advisors should 
embody these same 
attributes.

It’s why we’re here. 
We’re here with you.

And for you..

To learn more, contact:
Gary Schiff, Managing Director
gschiff@octobermountainfa.com

Calendar – Ongoing Events
Around the Community

Continuous – Chabad of the Berkshires 
“Smile on Seniors,” or “S.O.S.,” volun-
teer program to serve senior citizens in 
the Berkshires. Information for families 
who can benefit and volunteers: Rabbi 
Levi Volovik at (413) 499-9899 or visit  
www.jewishberkshires.com.

Monthly – Ruthie’s Lunch Bunch meets 
at Congregation Beth Israel, or a local 
restaurant. Call for details. Congregation 
Beth Israel, 53 Lois Street, North Adams. 
Information: (413) 663-5830.

Monthly, fourth or fifth Sunday – 
Volunteers from Congregation Beth Israel, 
53 Lois Street, North Adams “Take and Eat” 
program cook, package, and deliver hot 
meals for all North Adams clients of “Meals 
on Wheels.” Information: (413) 663-5830 
or office@cbiweb.org.

Monthly – One Monday a month (date 
varies according to length of book), the 
CBI Book Discussion Group meets at Con-
gregation Beth Israel at 7:00 a.m. Check 
the CBI Newsletter for current books and 
schedule. Information: Chaim Bronstein 
at (917) 609-6732.

Sundays (second of each month) – 
Berkshire Hills Society of Israeli Philatelists 
meet. Discuss Israeli and American stamps. 
Coffee and donuts. Information: Ed He-
litzer, (413) 447-7622, daytime.

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. (every seven 
weeks) – Congregation Ahavath Sholom’s 
“Bagels and Brainstorms.” Contact Guy 
Pancer, GPancer2@sbcglobal.net or (860) 
435-2821 for topic and location.

Sunday, 10:30-11:45 a.m. – On Jan-
uary 29, Hevreh of Southern Berkshire 
welcomes all parents to the second Par-
enting Book Club of the school year. The 
book to be discussed is Danya Ruttenberg’s 
“Nurture the Wow: Finding Spirituality in 
the Frustration, Boredom, Tears, Poop, 
Desperation, Wonder, and Radical Amaze-
ment of Parenting.” Books are available 
for a discount at The Bookloft in Great 
Barrington when you mention the Hevreh 
Parenting Book Club. Website: hevreh.org

Mondays (monthly) 5 to 7 p.m. – 
Discussion Communities at Hevreh on 
February 6 presents The Winter Film Series 
(Optional discussions follow film at 7 p.m.). 
“Into The Arms of Strangers” (2000), a rich-
ly woven documentary about the secret 
smuggling of 9,300 Jewish children out of 
Nazi-occupied Germany in the late 1930s. 
Narrated by Dame Judi Dench. Facilitator: 
Janice Kabel. Upcoming dates: March 6 
and April 3. Bring dinner, if you’d like.

Tuesdays, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. – 
Torah Portion of the Week study group 
at Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road, Pittsfield. 
Facilitator Myrna Hammerling guides the 
group through the triennial cycle, year-
round in the KI Library. Newcomers always 
welcome to this gathering of students 
of diverse ages, backgrounds, and per-
spectives who search together to deepen 
understanding of our foundational text. 
Free. Information: (413) 445-4872, ext. 16. 

Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. – “Beginner 
Hebrew” Learn to speak Hebrew from a 
native Israeli with Esther Benari-Altmann 
at Temple Anshe Amunim, 26 Broad 
Street, Pittsfield. Open to the community 
at large. Registration, full information: 
(413) 442-5910, extension 12, or eba@
ansheamumim.org.

Tuesdays at 6:15 p.m. at Temple  
Anshe Amunim – “Reading Hebrew 
Through the Siddur,” with Esther Benari- 
Altmann. This course will improve fluency 
in reading Hebrew. Special emphasis will 
be given to words and prayers from the 
Siddur. Knowledge of and comfort with 
Hebrew letters (and vowels) is required. 
Open to all members of the communi-
ty; free for TAA members, $50 fee for 
non-members. Registration, full informa-
tion: (413) 442-5910, extension 12, or 
eba@ansheamumim.org.

Wednesdays, from 10:30 to 11:30 
a.m. – Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, 
270 State Road, Great Barrington, of-
fers “an hour of morning stillness” with 
Nina Lipkowitz, a certified Kripalu Yoga 
Teacher. Donation of $10 is asked for 
from non-members. Information: (413) 
528-6378.

Wednesdays at Knesset Israel – “En-
hanced Prayer Class for Adults” 10:00-
11:30 a.m. at 16 Colt Road, Pittsfield, 
lower level chapel. What are we saying 
when we read prayers at a service? How 
does the siddur language connect with 
my life today? How can I build my Hebrew 
reading fluency and practice my reading 
skills? How can I be more comfortable 
with the language and process of prayer? 
Facilitated by Myrna Hammerling. New-
comers always welcome. Information: 
(413) 445-4872, ext. 16.

Alternate Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m.  
– Explore the stories behind the story of 
the weekly Torah portion at Torah and 
Tea, at Chabad of the Berkshires, 450 
South Street, Pittsfield MA. Led by Sara 
Volovik, the course is intended to outline 
a spiritual road map for day to day life. 
Using the weekly Torah portion as a start-
ing point, participants will learn from the 
Talmud, Midrash, and Chasidic masters, 
as well as from the insights of others in 
the class. The course is free of charge, 
and no prior background in Hebrew or 
the subject matter is necessary. For more 
information, visit www.Jewishberkshires.
com or call (413) 499-9899.

Thursdays (fourth of each month) – 
Hadassah Book Club. For times, locations 
of meetings, and further information about 
the books: Roz Kolodny at (413) 243-2077 
or rozlk@yahoo.com.

Thursdays at noon, Temple Anshe 
Amunim – “Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class,” 
with Esther Benari-Altmann. For people 
who have always wanted to have a bar 
or bat mitzvah ceremony but never had 
one; have been looking for a nurturing 
and supportive group with which to 
learn about Jewish life and culture; have 
been looking forward to deepening a 
connection to Judaism. Read Hebrew, 
chant from the Torah, craft divrei Torah 
(sermons), and much more. Information 
and registration: (413) 442-5910 ext. 12 
or eba@ansheanumim.org.

Thursdays at 6:15 p.m. – “Conver-
sational Hebrew,” with Esther Benari- 
Altmann. Teens and adults join together 
with an expert Israeli instructor to study 
Hebrew as it is spoken in daily life. Topics 
will include: weather, food, directions, 
shopping, restaurants, recipes and much 
more. The ability to read Hebrew is re-
quired. Topics will include: weather, food, 
directions, shopping, restaurants, recipes 
and much more. The ability to read Hebrew 
is required. Tuition: FREE for members, 
$100/non-members (10 sessions). Temple 
Anshe Amunim, 26 Broad Street, Pittsfield. 
Information and registration: (413) 442-
5910, ext. 12 or eba@ansheanumim.org.

Fridays, last of month, time varies 
with candle lighting – Chabad of the 
Berkshires’ “Friday Night Live,” traditional 
Kabbalat Shabbat service. Information: 
(413) 499-9899 or visit www.jewishberk-
shires.com. 

Fridays, at 9:00 a.m. – Meditation 
with Rabbi Rachel Barenblat in the Con-
gregation Beth Israel sanctuary, 53 Lois 
Street, North Adams, overlooking the 
Berkshire mountains. Silence, chanting, 
and meditation designed to help prepare 
for Shabbat. All welcomed. Information: 
(413) 663-5830 and www.cbiweb.org.

Fridays, last of the month – The Berk-
shire Hills Hadassah Book Club discusses 
books with a Jewish theme. All Hadassah 
members — and those wishing to become 
members — are welcome to join. For 
more information on time and location, 

please contact Carol Goodman Kaufman 
at ckaufman@hadassah.org.

Fridays, once a month at 5:30 p.m. 
(followed by a family style Shabbat 
dinner at 6:30 p.m.) – Knesset Israel, 16 
Colt Road, Pittsfield. Shirei Shabbat (“Songs 
of Shabbat”). Unique service combines 
melodies from Carlebach, Debbie Fried-
man, and Camp Ramah to create a ruach 
filled (“spirited”) family friendly experience. 
Cost for dinner $18 per adult, $15 teens, 
$50 family maximum. Dinner reservations 
are due by the Monday before services. 
Full information: (413) 445-4872, ext 10. 

Saturdays at 8:45 a.m. at Hevreh, 
270 State Road in Great Barrington 
– Every Shabbat morning, gather in Rabbi 
Neil Hirsch’s study and dive into the less- 
often read books of the Bible, currently 
the Book of Psalms. All are welcome to 
begin the day with coffee while studying 
and relaxing on Shabbat. Sessions will 
be between 45 and 60 minutes. Please 
be in touch with Rabbi Hirsch for further 
information: nhirsch@hevreh.org.

Saturdays at 9:30 a.m. – “Torah Plus: 
Exploring Jewish Text and Culture.” Join 
Rabbi Josh Breindel for a conversation 
based on the texts of the Jewish people and 
reflection on what it means to be Jewish. All 
texts are offered in English. Temple Anshe 
Amunim, 26 Broad Street, Pittsfield. Free. 
Open to the public. Information (413) 442-
5910 or templeoffice@ansheamunim.org.

Saturday afternoons, approximately 
20 minutes before sunset, through 
Pesach – Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road, 
Pittsfield. Talmud Study. Join Rabbi David 
Weiner for ongoing study of Masechet 
Rosh Hashana, which discusses the inner 
workings of the Jewish calendar. Class is 
suitable for novice and more experienced 
students of Talmud. Full information and 
detailed schedule: (413) 445-4872, ext. 10. 

Saturday mornings, 9-10 a.m., 
through Memorial Day – Knesset Israel, 
16 Colt Road, Pittsfield. Judith Weiner leads 
an introduction to halakha – Jewish law 
– through a guided exploration of recent 
papers on relevant topics, including Rabbi 
Danny Nevins, “Electricity and Shabbat,” 
published by the Conservative Movement’s 
Committee on Jewish Law and Standards. 
Class meets when Hebrew School is in 
session. (413) 445-4872, ext. 10.

Knesset Israel
16 Colt Road,  
Pittsfield

ONGOING MINYANS
Sunday 8:45 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
Tuesday 7 p.m.
Friday 7 a.m. and 5:45 p.m.
Saturday 9:30 a.m. and evenings 
approximately 30 minutes before sunset

CANDLE-LIGHTING 
Friday, January 27 .............4:44 p.m.

Friday, February 3 ..............4:53 p.m.

Friday, February 10 ............5:02 p.m.

Friday, February 17 ............5:11 p.m.

Friday, February 24 ............5:20 p.m.
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Israeli 
Jewelry

The Mews, by the Red Lion Inn Courtyard  
Stockbridge, MA 

413-298-4436

CULTURE AND ARTS

“A Strange Invention – With Unforeseeable Consequences”
Visual Artist Larry Frankel Manipulates Perceptions of Truth and Time

What makes photography 
a strange invention – with 
unforeseeable consequences – is 
that its primary raw materials are 
light and time. 

— John Berger

GREAT BARRINGTON – Photog-
raphy may seem to be the visual 
art form best suited to capture 
the real world, but even the most 
ordinary point-and-shoot selfie 
undergoes either a selective or 
unintentional editing process that 
gives that image its own unique 
reality.

Larry Frankel is a photogra-
pher who plays with that meta 
idea. His images might, on first 
glance, seem straightforward 
enough; but upon closer inspec-
tion, the hyper-real elements 
within them frequently do not add 
up. His approach is a product of 
his interest in exploring a pho-
tograph’s relationship with truth 
and time, and he uses Photoshop 
and other programs to manipulate 
visual elements into images that 
do not, and often could not, exist 
in nature.

Frankel and his wife Elisa 
Schindler Frankel moved to the 
Berkshires in May 2016, relocat-
ing from the Upper West Side of 
New York. While pursuing a career 

in finance, Frankel worked to 
obtain a master’s degree from New 
York University/International Cen-
ter of Photography at age 40, and 
has himself taught at Manhattan-
ville College in Purchase, NY.

He has explored his Jewish 
identity in many ways through his 
art, starting with what he char-
acterizes as “underlining expres-
sions of Jewish values” when he 
joined the Artists’ Beit Midrash 
at the Skirball Center at Temple 
Emanu-El in New York City. Since 
then, he has created work now 
housed in the permanent collec-
tions of the Hebrew Union Col-
lege-Jewish Institute of Religion 
Museum and the Jewish Theologi-
cal Seminary. 

He participated in Art Kibbutz 
on Governors Island in the sum-
mer of 2015, and recent works, 
including tzedakah boxes bearing 
images of New York’s homeless, 
were included last summer in the 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion’s exhibit “Evil: 
A Matter of Intent” and last fall in 
their exhibit “Paint by Numbers.”

Since moving to Great Bar-
rington, Frankel has been active 
at Hevreh of Southern Berkshire. 
Here, in his own words, Frankel 
reflects on some of his work.

“One assumes that the photograph always portrays what is true. It appears to the viewer 
as an image, and therefore it must have existed and occurred. In reality, the only truth a 
photograph portrays is the truth of the person taking the picture – the editor who choos-
es what the viewer will see, and how and if the image is altered in any way before it is 
shown to the viewer. This image and that of the olive tree (the cover photo) are compila-
tions of several parts from various images. They are composited to form a new image of a 
new place does not exist in actuality or time.”

“This box that I created reflects the famous moral about opening Pandora’s box, 
although I was inspired by the Garden of Eden tale. If one does not bite the 
apple, one would remain within the Garden of Eden, a virtual paradise. Howev-
er, if you take a bite of the apple, you are expelled from paradise, but you gain 
knowledge of the world. The box is locked, but the keys are there if you choose 
to open it. The other two sins are the Golden Calf, and the fire that consumed 
Aaron’s sons.”

“Having had cancer within the last year and having survived with a clean bill of health, I 
began to think about the cancer cell. In reality, it is just another facet of nature and the 
human body. It has no predisposition for being good or evil – it’s just another form of a cell. 
Yes, it is destructive, but it exists. I put together a collage of various images, and imbedded 
them in two types of cancer cell images that have been stained in order to be viewable 
under a microscope. They are then printed in a negative format. Color, form, and shape are 
thus created and blended into a new way of portraying a form of human disease.”
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