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An Evening of Inspiration and Light
Community-wide Havdalah and Concert, Featuring 
Neshama Carlebach

On Saturday, February 13 at 
7:30 p.m., join rabbis and community 
members from across the Berkshires 
for a virtual evening of inspiration and 
light featuring Neshama Carlebach. 

This free online event is spon-
sored by the Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires and its affiliates: 
Berkshire Hills Hadassah, Berkshire 
Minyan, Congregation Ahavath 
Sholom, Congregation Beth Israel, 
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, Knesset 
Israel, and Temple Anshe Amunim. 
Funding is also provided by the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation.

Register for this event at 
Federation’s website, jewishberkshires.
org. All are welcome.

Complimentary Havdalah candle 
kits are available for contactless 
pick up at the Federation’s office at 
196 South Street in Pittsfield, while 
supplies last. Call (413) 442-4360, ext. 
10 or email by federation@jewishberk-
shires.org for more information.

Catching Up With Neshama  
Carlebach

Much has changed for Neshama 

Carlebach in the four years since she 
last performed at Federation’s annual 
summer concert. 

The positives – she married Rabbi 
Menachem Creditor, a social justice 
activist and head of Rabbis Against 
Gun Violence and, in 2019, released 
the well-received album Believe, which 
featured 12 original songs performed 
by her band and a gospel choir led by 
Pastor Milton Vann. The challenges 
– having to suspend her always-busy 
touring schedule during the corona-
virus pandemic.

In mid-January, the BJV caught up 
by phone with Neshama, who has been 
riding out the pandemic at her home 
in New York City. We talked about 
how she’s kept busy and creative, and 
about how she and other artists are 
coping without the opportunities to 
perform live. Our conversation was 
edited for length and clarity.

NESHAMA CARLEBACH 
continued on page 4

Neshama Carlebach

Elevating Jewish Leaders of Color 
Series Concludes with Advocate for 
Ethiopian Jews

On Sunday, March 7 at 11 a.m., the 
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires 
concludes its Elevating Jewish Leaders 
of Color series by welcoming Mazal 
Bisawer, the former media spokes-
person for the Association of Ethiopian 
Jews (AEJ). She will talk about issues 
facing the Ethiopian community in 
Israel, as well as about diversity within 
the Jewish State.

This Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires program will be presented 
via Zoom. Please visit our calendar of 
events at jewishberkshires.org for a 
link to this program.

About Our Speaker
Mazal Bisawer is a key advocate 

for social change, equal opportunities 
and improved state policies to advance 
the quality of life for Ethiopian Jews in 
Israel. Mazal is also a graduate of the 
program for political speakers at IDEA- 
Center For Liberal Democracy in Israel.

Mazal completed her studies at 
Tel Aviv University with a specialty in 
psychology and classical studies. She 
was a prominent leader of the student 
protests at TAU in 2015, and since 
then has been a frequent guest on 

Honey on the Page
A Treasury of Yiddish Children's Literature

Honey on the Page is Miriam Udel’s 
new translation of Yiddish prose and 
verse for children written between 
1900 and 1975, in the author’s words 
“an era in between a firmly implanted 
traditional religiosity and widespread 
assimilation.” 

In her introduction, Udel – who 
is an associate professor of Yiddish 
Language, Literature, and Culture at 
Emory University’s Tam Institute of 
Jewish Studies – makes her case that 
these stories shed important light on 
Jewish culture, reflecting the ways 
authors and educators responded to 
social changes in Europe and later 
the United States and other countries 
where Jews resided. She writes: “The 
very essence of this literature was to 
affirm what Jewishness meant in a 
newly secularizing world.” 

Udel combed hundreds of anthol-
ogies to find the fifty pieces in Honey 
on the Page – “a book for adults and 
children in proximity to one another,” 
she writes. “What I mean by that 
peculiar phrase is that as I have gone 
about the work of selection and trans-
lation, I’ve envisioned a child reading, 
with sympathetic and curious adults 
nearby.” 

In an inspired turn of phrase that 
captures the humane spirit animating 
the work collected in Honey on the 
Page, Udel writes: “Again and again, 
these stories illustrate the disruption 
posed by radical kindness.” 

Professor Udel is the daughter of Ed 
Udel and step-daughter of Lisa Udel, 
who reside in Dalton and who have 
long been leaders in our community 
and for the Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires. The BJV thanks Professor 
Udel for allowing us to share work from 

Honey on the Page with the Berkshires’ 
Jewish community – see page 22.

Questions for Miriam Udel
When did you first discover your 

interest in Yiddish literature, and 
when did you know that you wanted 
to pursue a career in academia 
studying it?

In 2001, I thought I might like 
to start graduate courses to better 
understand the relationship between 
secularization and literature, especially 
fiction. I wanted to understand how, 
in a largely secularized Western world, 
the novel became a site for thinking 
about moral reasoning and hashing 
out ethical dilemmas. I had a meeting 

numerous national and international 
media panels and programs. 

As an activist, she seeks to chal-
lenge the status quo in Israel and raise 
awareness about the unique life expe-
rience of Ethiopian Israelis – as black 
and Jewish. She directly tackles the 
hard issues around racism within the 
Israeli context.

Mazal was born and raised in Kiryat 
Gat, the oldest of four children. Her 
parents made Aliyah to Israel from 
Ethiopia in the early 1980s.

Happy Purim 5781

In the Babylonian Talmud (Megillah 7b), the sage Rava opines that “It is 
one’s duty to make oneself fragrant [with wine] on Purim until one cannot 
tell the difference between ‘arur Haman‘ (cursed be Haman) and ‘barukh 
Mordekhai’ (blessed be Mordecai).” The celebrants in this 19th century 
painting from Safed of a holiday celebration certainly raised a l’Chayim or 
two, and on this, our second Pandemic Purim, may the l’Chayims we raise 
auger well for a year of restored health and happiness. For more on the 
custom of getting farshnoshket on Purim, please see page 24. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The Berkshire Jewish Voice welcomes signed letters on subjects of interest to the 
Jewish community. Letters are printed upon space availability. The BJV reserves 
the right to edit all letters for content, length, and style. The BJV does not print 
anonymous letters, insults, libelous or defamatory statements. Published letters do 
not represent the views of the Federation, its board of directors, or the newspaper, 
but rather express the views of their authors. For verification purposes, please in-
clude full name, home address, and a day and evening telephone number. Send 
letters to: Berkshire Jewish Voice, 196 South Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201, or email:  
astern@jewishberkshires.org.

THANK YOU to our extraordinary volunteers,  
board and committee members who  

make so much of what we do possible! 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Success has allowed us to expand our social service 
hours, strengthen our volunteer and care supports, 
and expand our engagement work as more people 

join the Berkshire Jewish community

In My View
Thank You for Supporting Federation’s Work During a Time of Uncertainty
Your donations to our Annual Campaign supported our community during a year of crisis
By Amy Lindner-Lesser / President, Jewish Federation of the Berkshires

The year 2020 has both flown and crept by 
at the same time. If you are like me, you prob-
ably could not say goodbye to 2020 fast enough. 
Yet as I take a moment to reflect on this past 
year, I have a deep sense of gratitude and awe 
for the inspiring work of our community and our 
Federation. 

I am so proud of Federation volunteers and 
staff for all they have done during the pandemic. 
Our programming and outreach remain dynamic 
and diverse. Our social services and support 
programs have never been more necessary to 
ensure the health and care of the most vulnerable 
in our community, both physically and mentally. 
Our PJ Library program continues to help over-

whelmed families find moments of fun and connection. 
I know we are all anxiously waiting for our turns to be vaccinated over the 

next few months. Meanwhile, our work continues. Please know that we at the 
Federation never take you for granted. We understand the struggles you are 
facing. Many have lost jobs; others have lost loved ones. Each of us is suffering 
from various forms of loneliness. Yet, when we see each other virtually, the smiles 
are broad, and when we speak on the phone or bump into each other at the 
supermarket (masked and 6 feet apart, of course), the conversation is authentic. 
There is a real sense of gratitude that we are in this together as a community, 
and there is no doubt that we are resilient. If I have learned anything from these 
past months, it is not to take anyone or any moment for granted. 

The generosity of this community continues to amaze me. As the pandemic 
started, you helped us raise over $54,000 in COVID-19 relief. We expended nearly 
$46,000 thus far on emergency grants for food, rent, utilities, and burial support 
for individuals in our Jewish community. We also were able to provide additional 
grants to Berkshire food pantries and other organizations to support critical 
needs of our friends and neighbors across the region. 

Our 2020 campaign got off to a slow start, but so many of you stepped forward 
to continue your annual gifts, to make new gifts, and to increase your gifts. 
Together we raised over $930,000! An amazing feat when you consider the year 
we all have had. In addition to supporting our ongoing programs and services, 
this success has allowed us to expand our social service hours, strengthen our 
volunteer and care supports, and expand our engagement work as more people 
join the Berkshire Jewish community. 

The Federation board recently voted to set aside $35,000 towards emergency 
relief grants and Hebrew free loans in the coming year and create an unre-
stricted reserve fund to allow more flexibility in responding to emergency needs 
in the future. None of us could have imagined such a thing as this pandemic, but 

having gone through the past ten months, we know that it is essential to better 
prepare for the future. 

I want to thank the Federation’s board of directors for their ongoing leader-
ship during this time. Also, special thanks to Elisa Schindler-Frankel and Larry 
Frankel, who headed up our major gifts campaign, and to our Development 
Committee members: Natalie Matus, Jane Karlin, Sandi Rubin, and Elisa 
Schindler-Frankel, who have done a wonderful job guiding our campaign efforts. 

I also want to thank Dara Kaufman and the entire Federation staff. They have 
risen to the challenges brought on by the pandemic and work day-in and day-out, 
continuing to create the programs and opportunities that you, our friends and 
donors, are proud to invest in. 

In the next few weeks, our Allocations Committee will be meeting to review 
additional needs in our religious schools, summer camp scholarships, and ways 
to support vulnerable Jews in need in Israel and around the world. They will 
wrestle with difficult decisions on how we can best do our part in Tikkun Olam, 
repairing the world around us. 

What we do could not happen without each of you, our dedicated donors 
and volunteers. In the middle of so much uncertainty, you have brought steady 
connection and unwavering support to the Jewish community. Thank you for 
caring so deeply for one another and our community.
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The color photography in this issue of the Berkshire Jewish 
Voice is made possible through the generosity of Richard 
and Cathy Holland, honorary publishers. The staff of the 
Federation and the BJV are deeply grateful.
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Thank you volunteers Ellen Rosenblatt and the  

BJV delivery team, Mitch Greenwald and Roman Rozenblyum.

To the new members of our Berkshire Jewish community.

Welcome to the Berkshires! 

It is not incidental that Esther, a woman and a Jew 
of the Diaspora, embodies this critical transformation 
and expansion of revelation through the blossoming of 

human forms of halakha, Jewish law
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Purim is a unique Jewish holiday in that it 
features a Jewish woman as the central heroic 
figure. We often focus on Esther’s subtle manipu-
lation of powerful men to achieve her goal of saving 
the Jewish people from physical annihilation, but 
the Talmud sees other leadership qualities that 
have a far-reaching impact on Jewish life and law.

The Talmud in Tractate Megilah includes 
Esther as the last of the biblical prophetesses. 
“Who were the seven prophetesses? Sarah, Miriam, 
Devorah, Chana, Avigail, Chuldah, and Esther.” 
But perhaps even more interesting is that the 
Talmud also concludes that she was the person 
who initiated the process of human legislation that 
established Purim as a permanent holiday and the 
book of Esther as sacred scripture.

R. Samuel b. Judah said: Esther sent to the Wise Men saying, “Commemorate 
me for future generations.” They replied, “You will incite the ill will of the 
nations against us.” She sent back reply: “I am already recorded in the 
chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia”…Esther sent to the Wise Men 
saying, “Write an account of me for posterity.” They sent back answer, “Have I 
not written for thee three times — three times and not four?” [And they refused] 
until they found a verse written in the Torah, ‘Write this a memorial in a 
book,’ [which they expounded as follows]: ‘Write this’, namely, what is written 
here and in Deuteronomy;10 ‘for a memorial’, namely, what is written in the 
Prophets; ‘in a book’, namely, what is written in the Megillah. (Babylonian 
Talmud, Megilah, 7a)

Esther, according to the Talmud, appealed to the sages, perhaps the Men of 
the Great Assembly, to legislate a new holiday for all generations, Purim, and 
to include the narrative describing the historical events that led to the holiday 
among the holy writings of the Jewish people. Esther did not appeal to her 
prophetic powers or to a revelatory experience. Instead, she initiated a human 
process of legislation and interpretation, a process that called upon the sages to 
take responsibility for enacting new forms of religious law, ritual, and even sacred 
scripture. 

Purim is the first Jewish holiday that was established by human legislation, 
and not Divine decree. Esther, with a deep understanding of the transition that 
was required of the Jewish people – a transition from divine prophecy to human 
process – can be considered the catalyst for the unfolding of a new era in Jewish 
history, a new chapter in the ongoing revelation of divine wisdom in which the 
human intellect and human agency takes center stage as prophetic revelation 
recedes.

Esther, the heroine who saves the Jewish people from the physical threat of 
annihilation at the hands of Haman, is also the heroine who pulls the Jewish 

people out of the darkness caused by the demise of prophecy. She is willing to 
sacrifice her life, approaching the king on her own, as she reveals her Jewish 
identity and orchestrates the reversal of her people’s fortune. Similarly, she sheds 
her prophetic privilege in order to instigate a process that expands human partic-
ipation in the development of religious law and forces human leaders to take 
responsibility for religious legislation and innovation. 

It is not incidental that Esther, a woman and a Jew of the Diaspora, embodies 
this critical transformation and expansion of revelation through the blossoming 
of human forms of halakha, Jewish law. Esther is more than a pretty face and a 
clever political powerhouse. She is the mother of one of Judaism’s most distinc-
tive contributions to religious progress, the sacred process of legislation and 
innovation through human hermeneutics.  

We are living in a time when women are assuming new positions of leadership 
in unprecedented numbers within the Jewish community as well as throughout 
American public life. I am particularly proud that the two educational institutions 
in the Boston Jewish community that I led now have women in the top position of 
leadership for the first time. In Jewish education, religious and communal leader-
ship as well as scholarship, including traditional Jewish legal interpretation and 
analysis, women are taking their rightful place after centuries of exclusion.

American communal, corporate and political life is also witnessing an overdue 
sea change with regard to women in positions of leadership. The Biden-Harris 
administration, as one crucial example, has broken new ground in appointing 
women to powerful positions that until now have been occupied only by men. We 
need to highlight these achievements and continue the work to expand leadership 
opportunities for women in both the Jewish community and the broader society. 
And while there are many other examples of this positive development in recent 
years, there is still a significant equity gap between men and women in the field 
of Jewish communal leadership and throughout our American political, cultural, 
and economic institutions that we urgently need to address.

I would like to make a modest proposal that we use the holiday of Purim as an 
opportunity to celebrate women’s leadership, especially in the religious, political 
and legal spheres. Purim, with its biblical and Talmudic narrative of Esther’s bold 
political and legislative creativity, can become an appropriate time to highlight the 
importance of women’s leadership. Purim has many compelling themes that make 
it much more than just a holiday for revelry, costumes and gift giving. Perhaps 
the appreciation of women’s leadership and the commitment to appoint more 
women to leadership roles will add a new dimension to Purim’s deep and complex 
matrix of meaning. 

Rabbi Daniel Lehmann, Ph.D. served as the founding headmaster of Gann Academy 
– The New Jewish High School of Greater Boston in Waltham, MA, the founding 
director of the Berkshire Institute for Music and Arts, and the eighth president of 
Hebrew College in Newton, MA. He currently lives with his wife, Lisa Soleymani 
Lehmann, M.D., Ph.D. in Stockbridge and is active with The Berkshire Minyan.

Rabbi Reflection
From Prophets to Process: Esther, Women’s Leadership, and the Holiday of Purim
By Rabbi Daniel Lehmann
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Photos of Nicholas Winton

Maxwell E. Greenberg

Rabbi Gershom Sizomu

Your Federation Presents

BJV: We look forward to 
seeing you on February 13 – 
what can we expect?

Carlebach: You know, I 
never know what you expect 
in this world anymore. We’re 
living in this time of shift 
and strangeness and pain 
and sorrow and confusion 
and disconnect. Definitely, 
what you can expect is that 
I will bring all of my heart to 
you – shoving it through this 
platform, as indelicate as that 
sounds. 

I’ve had the privilege now 
since April of doing more 
than 250 Zoom events. I’ve 
had the privilege not only of 
doing concerts for fundraisers 
or communities, but I’ve also 
had the gift of connecting 
in a personal way by doing 
shivas, during funerals, and 
at hospices. One of the most 
holy experiences I’ve had 
was singing for and with a 
woman and her family as she 
converted. I was present digi-
tally through Zoom before she 
went into the mikvah and then 
after, just singing together. 
It was an intimate, gorgeous 
moment that I don’t think I 
ever would have been able to 
be a part of.

I think I just so desperately 
miss humanity. I think a lot of 
people have their own reasons 
for choosing their work, but 
my work chose me years ago. 
I’ve tried very hard to shake 
off all of my different feelings 
of where I should go, and I’ve 
had moments of redefining, 
but I keep coming back to this 
music thing. I live so closely 

with the souls of the people, 
and to not see people and to 
not connect with people is 
difficult. 

It’s not about the money 
or the performing or the 
outfits – it’s really just about 
feeling close and I miss that 
in a desperate way. I’m sure 
I’m not the only one feeling 
disconnected. Somehow on 
Zoom, it’s almost like I can 
tangibly feel the energy of 
people, looking at their eyes. 
I’m seeing more of their truth 
over Zoom than I did in person 
because we don’t get that close 
to people. I’m not on a bima or 
on a stage and they’re actually 
looking at my eyes. So there 
is a certain disconnect, but 
there’s also a certain sense of 
closeness.

BJV: Performance and 
feeling the energy of an 
audience has been such a big 
part of your daily life for so 
long. How do feel about the 
prospect that the nature of 
live performance changing 
in the future? 

Carlebach: I look at it 
with a lot of sadness, and I’m 
crying not only for the lack of 
it in my own career but the 
lack of it in terms of experi-
ential moments – I can’t go 
to the theatre, I can’t hear 
glorious music. I’m crying 
for my whole community 
that’s essentially jobless and 
really, really struggling finan-
cially. The first thing that 
happened to us is we lost our 
income because there is no 
live performance right now. 
It’s almost like when I think 

NESHAMA CARLEBACH, continued from page 1

about someone who’s not 
here anymore – the longing, 
the physical longing for that 
moment. 

I miss the energy of my 
team on stage with me – this 
is the first time I sing with 
tracks – but I’m blessed in 
that I’m also performing with 
my son, who’s 10 years old 
and a prodigy guitar player. He 
and I have been doing a lot of 
Facebook. 

BJV: What is it going to 
take for a performer to say, 
‘Okay, I’m ready to get back 
up on stage – I feel safe’?

Carlebach: Well, I think 
the audience comes first. I 
think when people are ready 
to go out again and to be with 
people, that is going to be the 
cue. Now, with the vaccine, 
I’m hoping and praying with 
everyone else. I think that 
it will be clearer when the 
world is healed and should 
be together in that way, but I 
think we’re a little bit far from 
that right now.

The thing that has kept 
me going in the pandemic is 
literally just an overwhelming 
feeling of gratitude for my life, 
and I wanted to share with 
your readers that if we can all 
find something every day to 
wake up and feel connected 
to and grateful for, it is life-
giving. We will get through this 
and we will find a new time 
together and our new moment. 
In this time, find something 
that makes you feel like you’re 
seeing something beautiful 
in yourself, because it makes 
such a big difference.

Nicholas Winton and the 
Improbable (Yet True) 1939 
Kindertransport from 
Prague 

On Monday, February 22 
from 6:45 to 7:45 p.m., 
join historian Ralph 
Nurnberger, whose topic will 
be “Nicholas Winton and the 
Improbable (Yet True) 1939 
Kindertransport from Prague.”

This Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires program will 
be presented via Zoom. Please 
visit our calendar of events at 
jewishberkshires.org for a link 
to this program.

Professor Nurnberger, 
who has several times been 
the featured speaker at 
Federation’s annual Middle 
East Update, for this program 
turns his attention to the 
career of Nicholas Winton 
(1909–2015), a British stock-
broker who went on vacation 
to Prague in 1938 and then set 
up the rescue of 669 children 

Jewish Ancestries in the Borderlands
Lessons for confronting the current crisis at the US-Mexico Border

On Thursday, March 4 
from 6:45 to 7:45 p.m., join 
Maxwell E. Greenberg, a Phd 
candidate in the Department 
of Chicana/o and Central 
American Studies at UCLA, 
who will look at the current 
crisis at the southern border 
of the United States through 
the lens of “Jewish Ancestries 
in the Borderlands.” 

This Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires program will 
be presented via Zoom. Please 
visit our calendar of events at 
jewishberkshires.org for a link 
to this program.

Writes Greenberg about his 
presentation: 

Concentration camps, ethnic 
cleansing, refugee, asylum and 
sanctuary…such are the common 
descriptors of realities along the 
US-Mexico border that garner 
particular attention and con-
cern amongst American Jews. 
Resonances with current border 
violence often draw upon the 

history of 20th century Jewish 
migration to the US and the in-
corporation of the ‘refugee’ into 
immigration law, or analogies 
between the German Third Reich 
and ICE; but rarely considered 
is the multi-century relationship 
between Jews and the US-Mexico 
border region itself. 

‘Jewish Ancestries in the 
Borderlands’ will explore how the 
region presently known as the 
US-Mexico border became one of 
the first sites of Jewish settlement 
in the Americas and what that 
legacy can teach us about today’s 
ongoing humanitarian crisis.

In the mid-16th century, 
driven by exclusionary laws across 
Medieval Iberia, Spanish and 
Portuguese conversos (Jews who 
converted, willingly or forcibly, 
to Catholicism in 14th and 15th 
century Iberia) and crypto-Jews 
(Iberian Jews who converted in 
name only), made their way to 
the Americas alongside other 

European colonists and trading 
empires. Some conversos chose 
to migrate to the far northern 
reaches of New Spain’s colony 
(the present-day border region) 
in order to evade, with varied 
success, the long arm of the 
Inquisition in Mexico City. Settlers 
of Sephardic-ancestry in the 
border region embodied complex 
identities, helping expand a colo-
nial project reliant on genocide, 
enslavement and the theft of 
land and resources, while also 
seeking refuge from institutional 
religious persecution. 

The history of colonial-era 
Jewish settlement across the 
US-Mexico border helps us think 
broadly about the region as a 
site of violent occupation and 
sanctuary, the unfixed nature of 
Jewish identity, and the unequal 
treatment of asylum seekers in 
the region over time. 

whose lives were threatened 
by the Nazis. 

It is estimated that 6,000 
people would not be alive 
today were it not for Nicholas 
Winton; yet his accomplish-
ments remained a secret for 
nearly 50 years. Neither his 
family nor the children he 
saved were aware of what 
he did until the evidence 
was discovered by “accident” 
and then revealed on a BBC 
television program. He subse-
quently received knighthood in 
Great Britain and the highest 
honor of the Czech Republic 
(the Order of the White Lion 
1st class).

Ralph Nurnberger has 
spoken frequently in our 
community on a wide range of 
historical and current topics. 
He taught history and interna-
tional relations at Georgetown 
University. He was a lobbyist 
at AIPAC and was involved in 
the Israeli-Palestinian peace 
process. 

Maxwell E. Greenberg 
thinks, writes, and teaches 
about Jewish and Latinx 
histories in the US-Mexico 
border region. He was named 
a “2021 New Directions in 
Jewish Studies Lecturer” by 
University of California-Davis 
and developed curriculum and 
community programming for 
Jewish museums, including 
the Skirball Cultural Center 
in Los Angeles and the Jewish 
History Museum in Tucson. 

His scholarship has been 
published in 
Jewish Currents 
and Protocols, and 
he is currently 
writing a disser-
tation entitled, 
Jews on the Border: 
Entrepreneurship 
and Colonization 
between the US and 
Mexico, 1848-1948.

On Sunday, February 21 
at 11 a.m., join us on Zoom 
for “The Jews of Uganda,” 
with Rabbi Gershom Sizomu, 
the chief Rabbi of Uganda, 
leader of the Abayudaya 
Jewish community, and the 
first Jewish member of the 
Ugandan Parliament. The 
Abayudaya, whose tribal name 
means “people of Judah,” are 
Uganda’s minority Jewish 
community of 2000 Jews. 

Rabbi Sizomu will discuss 
the community’s nearly 
100-year history and the chal-
lenges and successes that they 
have faced during that time. 
Visit jewishberkshires.org for a 
link to this program.

JEWISH LEADERS 
OF COLOR, continued 
from page 1

 Page 4 Berkshire Jewish Voice   •   jewishberkshires.org February 8 to March 14, 2021  



For further information on all  
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires  

programs, please call Nancy Maurice Rogers,  
Program Director, at (413) 442-4360, ext.15.

Jewish V   ice
Berkshire

A publication of the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires, serving the Berkshires and surrounding NY, CT and VT

Thank you to our supporters!
The Berkshire Jewish Voice extends a very special “thank you” for the  
generosity extended by those who have sent in their contributions for 
voluntary subscriptions to the paper. There are 39 names for the year 
2021

SEED WHAT YOU READ! BECOME A SUBSCRIBER TODAY!
Yes, I support the Berkshire Jewish Voice! Please accept my 
voluntary tax-deductible subscription contribution.

Mail check payable to:
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
196 South Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201
(Please add Berkshire Jewish Voice in the 
memo)

_____ $360 Mensch & Honorary Publisher  
(Supports color printing in one edition of the Voice)
_____ $180 Sponsor
_____ $72 Patron
_____ $36 Friend
_____ $18 Supporter    

Name to be listed: _________________________________________
p I wish to remain anonymous

Marion Adler
Oliver and Cynthia Curme
Marilyn Derector
Melva Eidelberg 
Laura Flint
Peter and Robin Goldberg
Rabbi Michael and Cindy 

Greenbaum
Jack Grossman and Diane 

Cohen
Michael and Lynn Jacobson
Larry and Carolyn Kaplan

Elie and Marilyn Katzman
Rich and Robin Maltz
Ronald and Susan Match
Paul and Judy May
Estelle Miller
Ruth Nodiff
Ed and Marilyn Rothstein 
Mike Schiffer
Sylvia Simes
Stephen and Dorothy Weber
Charles Wohl and  

Alba Passerini

Former artists’ studio The Pollock-Krasner House and Study Center

Your Federation Presents

Artists Jackson Pollock and Lee  
Krasner: Their Art and Studio Tour Live 
from East Hampton, NY

On Thursday, February 11 
from 4 to 5 p.m., learn more 
about the careers of married 
Abstract Expressionist giants 
Jackson Pollock and Lee 
Krasner from Joyce Raimondo, 
education coordinator at 
The Pollock-Krasner House 
and Study Center, a national 
landmark located in East 
Hampton, New York.

This live, interactive 
virtual museum tour will be 
presented via Zoom. Please 
visit the Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires calendar of 
events at jewishberkshires.org 
for a link to this program.

Raimondo will virtually 
guide visitors through Jackson 
Pollock and Lee Krasner’s 
home and studio. Discover 
the creative ways Pollock and 
Krasner expressed their feel-
ings with paint. Discuss the 
art displayed in their home, 
and explore the barn studio 
filled with paint splatters – 
evidence of their masterpieces. 

Lee Krasner, an abstract 
painter, is known for her inno-
vative technique of cutting 
up earlier work to create 
new painting/collages. Born 
in Brooklyn to an Orthodox 
Jewish family from Russia, 
Krasner is a pioneer of 
Abstract Expressionist art. 
Jackson Pollock is best known 
for applying house paint from 
sticks onto canvases placed on 
the floor of his barn studio. He 
walked around all four sides 
of the paintings as he created 

imagery that captures move-
ment and energy.

Presenter Joyce Raimondo 
is author of seven children’s 
art books, including The 
Museum of Modern Art’s 
popular Art Safari series 
and the award-winning Art 
Explorers books. A painter 
and sculptor, her illustra-
tions have been published in 

The New York Times, Boston 
Globe, and other publications. 
Formerly the family programs 
coordinator at The Museum of 
Modern Art in New York, she 
is a leading expert in museum 
education. She is also 
founding director of Imagine 
That! Art Education. 

Hello, Spring –  
Hike and Havdalah

LENOX – On Saturday, March 
13 from 3:30 to 5 p.m., join 
families at Mass Audubon’s 
Pleasant Valley Wildlife 
Sanctuary for a guided hike 
through the woodlands and 
learn about the animals as 
spring arrives – an awakening 
of life in the Berkshires. 

Wear snowsuits and warm 
boots for a fun afternoon in 
the Great Outdoors sponsored 
by the Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires. A 45-minute 
hike led by Mass Audubon 
educators leaves promptly at 
3:45 p.m. 

Post hike, there will be a 
story time, snacks, and a short 

Havdalah. A free Havdalah 
candle and spice set will be 
given to each family. 

Please bring folding chairs. 
The program is suited for ages 
4 and up. 

This is a COVID-safe, free 
program with limited capacity 
– you MUST RSVP by March 
10. Links to registration are 
on the Calendar of Events on 
Federation’s website, jewish-
berkshires.org. 

For more information, 
contact Susan Frisch Lehrer at 
slehrer@jewishberkshires.org. 

Pleasant Valley is at 472 
West Mountain Road in Lenox.
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Jim Nejaime, Wine Merchant
444 Pittsfield Rd., Lenox, MA

Place your orders through SPIRITED-WINES.COM
Convenient, quick & easy!

CURBSIDE PICKUP, DELIVERY OR SHIPPING!

To serve our clients & minimize social contact, 
we urge our customers to utilize our

CURBSIDE PICK UP (1 hour lead time), 
DELIVERY, or SHIPPING OPTIONS

Contact Us to Order at: www.spirited-wines.com
by Email: orders@spirited-wines.com

by Phone: 413.448.2274

SPIRITED IS OPEN 
MONDAY - SATURDAY, 9AM - 7PM

You are also welcome to come in to our 
sanitized shop with limited # of clients policy.

38 MAIN  STREET 

W. STOCKBRIDGE, MA

(413) 232-4253

6 MAIN  STREET

CHATHAM, NY

(518) 392-0332

35 RAILROAD STREET
GT. BARRINGTON, MA

(413) 528-4211

www.StoneHouseProperties.com

Supporting the Arts, Culture, Environment, 
and Social Needs in the Berkshires Since 1984

Chaim Gross’s sculpture studio in Greenwich Village

Chef Michael Solomonov

Your Federation Presents

“The World of Chaim Gross: Sculptor,  
Collector, and Educator”

On Monday, March 8 
from 6:45 to 7:45 p.m., join 
Sasha Davis, whose topic 
will be “The World of Chaim 
Gross: Sculptor, Collector, and 
Educator.” She’s the executive 
director of the Renee & Chaim 
Gross Foundation in New 
York. This will be a live, inter-
active virtual museum tour.

This Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires program will 
be presented via Zoom. Please 
visit our calendar of events at 
jewishberkshires.org for a link 
to this program.

Artist Chaim Gross (1902-
1991) immigrated to the 
United States as a teenager, 
fleeing the unrest of World 
War I and anti-Semitism in 
Europe. He settled in New 
York City, becoming a sculptor 
renowned for his wood carv-
ings that drew inspiration 
from African, folk, and modern 
forms. He collected from 
friends and artists he admired, 
building an art collection with 
wife Renee that currently 
numbers over 12,000 objects. 
Many of his closest friends 
were also Jewish immigrants, 
and his work became increas-
ingly tied to his Jewish roots 

in the latter part of his career. 
The Grosses established a 

private foundation to preserve 
their art collections, home, 
and Gross’s sculpture studio 
at 526 LaGuardia Place in 
Greenwich Village, New York 
City. This talk will center on 
Gross’s unique biography, 
work, and legacy furthered 

through the Renee & Chaim 
Gross Foundation.

Prior to serving as director 
of the Foundation, Davis was 
its curator of collections for 
over three years. She holds a 
BA in Art History from New 
York University and a certif-
icate in Arts Administration, 
also from NYU. 

Volunteers Are Vital!
Can you help with Purim gift bags?

By Susan Frisch Lehrer, Coordinator of Volunteers

We know that many seniors are still isolated and we want to 
bring them a special treat of hamantashen for Purim. 

We need our kids to help with Purim cards. Create your own 
card or decorate a template of a card to be included in holiday 
care packages delivered to elders in our community. Email me 
below to request a template to decorate. Cards can be dropped 
off at the Federation office or be scanned and emailed by 
February 12.

Volunteers are needed to deliver gift bags to seniors who are 
home bound and in facilities across the Berkshires. 

Please let us know if you can assist with these important 
mitzvahs. The bags may be picked up at our Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires office, 196 South Street, Pittsfield from 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on:

Monday, February 22
Tuesday, February 23
Wednesday, February 24
We ask that all volunteers wear masks (during pick-up and 

delivery) and ring the front doorbell of our office. You may 
deliver at your convenience. Please contact me at slehrer@
jewishberkshires.org or (413) 442-4360, ext. 14 to let us know of 
your availability. Thank you!

Michael Solomonov Live Passover  
Cooking Demo

On Tuesday, March 16 
at 8 p.m., learn from master 
chef Michael Solomonov how 
to make Passover favorites 
Charoset, Mina with Ground 
Beef, Cardamon and Coffee, 
and another dish to be 
announced soon.

This Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires program will 
be presented online. Advance 
registration is required – the 
event link, password, and 
recipes will be sent prior to the 
event. Please visit our calendar 
of events at jewishberkshires.
org for a link to this program.

This event will be recorded 
and available for viewing for 
six days following the live 
demo, as well. 

Chef Solomonov is a 
beloved champion of Israel’s 
extraordinarily diverse and 
vibrant culinary landscape – 
his Chanukah cooking demo 

last December was hugely 
popular. Along with Zahav 
in Philadelphia, Solomonov’s 
village of restaurants include 
Federal Donuts, Dizengoff, Abe 
Fisher, and Goldie. 

In July of 2019, Solomonov 
brought another significant 
slice of Israeli food culture 
to Philadelphia with K’Far, 
an Israeli bakery & café. In 
November of 2019, Solomonov 
opened Merkaz, an Israeli 
pita sandwich shop, and in 
February of 2020 opened 
Laser Wolf, an Israeli skewer 
house.

Chef Solomonov is the 2011 
James Beard Award winner 
for “Best Chef, Mid-Atlantic,” 
a 2016 James Beard Award 
winner for “International 
Cooking,” and “Book of the 
Year” recipient for Zahav: 
A World of Israeli Cooking. 
In 2017, he won the James 

Beard Award for “Outstanding 
Chef” and, in 2019, Zahav was 
James Beard Award winner for 
“Outstanding Restaurant.”
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Welcome to the
Jewish Berkshires
Everyone is welcome to attend  
services and events at any of the  
organizations listed here.

Please call the organizations
directly to confirm service times
or to inquire about membership.

Learn more about our Jewish
community and find great
events on the community
calendar at:

JEWISHBERKSHIRES.ORG

Berkshire Minyan
Lay-led egalitarian minyan
held at Hevreh of Southern
Berkshire, 270 State Rd.,
Great Barrington, MA
(413) 229-3618, berkshireminyan.org

Berkshire Hills Hadassah
P.O. Box 187, Pittsfield, MA
(413) 443-4386,
Berkshirehillshadassah@gmail.com

B’nai B’rith Lodge, No. 326

Chabad of the Berkshires
450 South St., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 499-9899,
jewishberkshires.com

Congregation Ahavath Sholom
Reconstructionist
North St., Great Barrington, MA
(413) 528-4197, ahavathsholom.com

Congregation Beth Israel
Reform
53 Lois St., North Adams, MA
(413) 663-5830, cbiweb.org

Hevreh of Southern Berkshire
Reform
270 State Rd., Great Barrington, MA 
(413) 528-6378, hevreh.org

Israel Philatelist Society
c/o Dr. Ed Helitzer,  
(413) 447-7622

Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
196 South St., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 442-4360, jewishberkshires.org

Jewish War Veterans
Commander Robert Waldheim
(413) 822-4546, sellit4@aol.com

Knesset Israel
Conservative
16 Colt Rd., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 445-4872, knessetisrael.org

Temple Anshe Amunim
Reform
26 Broad St., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 442-5910, ansheamunim.org

BERKSHIRE JEWISH CONGREGATIONS & ORGANIZATIONS

Volunteers Larry Frankel, Elisa Schindler-Frankel, Susan 
Weinstein, Barbara Cohen, Mark Cohen, Ruby Hauck, Emmy 
Hauck, and Elihu Katzman 

Organizers Susan Weinstein 
and Jodie Friedman

Dr. Betsy Stone

LOCAL NEWS

Hevreh’s Annual Christmas Dinner Bags: 
Helping the Community During the  
Unsettling Times of 2020
Volunteers again delivered Christmas dinner bags to  
individuals and families in need across the Berkshires 
GREAT BARRINGTON – A 
annual tradition at Hevreh 
of Southern Berkshire is for 
members of the congregation 
to volunteer to pack Christmas 
dinner bags for individuals 
and families in the Berkshires. 

Each year members 
of the congregation join 
together to fill bags with 
food to make a Christmas 
meal. This year, due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
social distancing restric-
tions, Susan Weinstein 
(organizer) and Jodie 
Friedman (Communication 
and Engagement Manager at 
Hevreh) packed all 18 bags, 
while the volunteers delivered 
the bags to recipients. 

Even with the pandemic, 
Hevreh was not short on 
volunteers, and members went 
out with festive hats, antlers, 
and smiles to deliver the 

Christmas dinner bags, which 
were packed with turkeys, 
ingredients for side dishes, 
and dessert. 

This year, 18 pies were 
graciously donated by Great 
Barrington Bagel Company, 
and much of the food was 
given by The People’s Pantry 
located in Great Barrington. 

“It’s a cooperative 
venture between the pantry 
and Hevreh,” says Susan 
Weinstein. “The pantry gives 
us their leftover turkeys from 
Thanksgiving, and then we 
add anything that is not 
there. But this year they had 
18 turkeys because they had 
received so many contribu-
tions.” The contributions to 

the pantry and the donation of 
all 18 turkeys allowed Hevreh 
to also give each winner $20 
along with their Christmas 
dinner bag. 

Individuals and families 
were able to enter a raffle 
for the bags at The People’s 
Pantry, and then 18 recipients 
were chosen and contacted by 
Weinstein. 

This annual tradition has 
allowed Hevreh members to 
give back to the community, 
expressing the 
important Jewish 
value of tikkun 
olam. 

Marking the One Year  
Anniversary of the COVID-19 
Shutdown
Learn online with Hevreh’s scholar in  
residence, Dr. Betsy Stone

This March, Hevreh of 
Southern Berkshire welcomes 
Dr. Betsy Stone as its scholar 
in residence. She will host two 
online programs marking one 
year of pandemic shutdowns.

These programs are free 
and open to the community. 
To get the Zoom links, email 
info@hevreh.org.

Dr. Stone is a retired clin-
ical psychologist who currently 
teaches as an adjunct lecturer 
at The Hebrew Union College-
Jewish Institute of Religion 
(HUC-JIR). Her classes 
include: 

• Human Development for 
Educators 

• The Spiritual Life-Cycle 

• Adolescent Development 
and 

• Families in Crisis

She has also taught 
pastoral counseling, and 
about adolescent spiritu-
ality, Gen-Xers as parents, 
teenagers and their brains, 
leadership in crisis, and stress 
and anxiety.

What We Worship, What We 
Leave Behind

On Friday, March 5 at 
6 p.m., Dr. Stone will joins 
Hevreh for Kabbalat Shabbat 
and will deliver a D’var Torah 
on Parashat Ki Tisa. It will 

also be Rabbi Jodie Gordon’s 
first Shabbat back after a 
short sabbatical. The congre-
gation will be commemorating 
one year since the COVID-19 
pandemic shutdown in 
America, moving forward 
together in strength.

COVID: Trauma in Your 
Brain and Your Body

Brunch and learn with 
Dr. Stone on Sunday, March 7 
at 10 a.m. about what’s 
happening to our brains as 
we endure this pandemic, 
with its losses and fears? Why 
do we react as we do – with 
sleep problems, weight gain, 
anxiety? Dr. Stone will help 
clarify what we’ve lost and 
what we’ve gained.
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www.BerkshireMontessori.org

Apply now 
for the 

2021-2022 
school year!

15 months
-8th grade

On January 6, Meron Reuben (left) visited the Federation office in Pittsfield to deliver 
boxes of hand sanitizer on behalf of the State of Israel and its Helping Hands program. 
Bottles of hand sanitizer will be distributed at no cost to local Berkshire community 
members in need. Greeting the ambassador were (from left) Federation board member 
Lisa Schindler-Frankel, Executive Director Dara Kaufman, and Treasurer Judy Usow.
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Reuben with US Ambassador to Israel 
David Friedman

LOCAL NEWS

New Consul General to New  
England says ‘I’ll do my best to 
show what Israel is all about’
By Penny Schwartz / Jewish Journal

BOSTON – The friendly handshakes, informal drop-ins to Shabbat services, 
and schmoozing at cultural events have been replaced with Zoom meetings, 
socially distanced introductions, and face masks with the insignia of the 
Israeli and American flags.

Welcome to the COVID-19 era diplomatic world of Ambassador Meron 
Reuben, the newly appointed Consul General of Israel to New England, who 
began his new post in November in the midst of a pandemic. He follows 
Ambassador Zeev Boker, whose two-year assignment here ended.

Reuben arrived in Boston from Israel at a time when the global pandemic 
upended the time-honored traditions and gatherings where a new consul 
general would be out and about, meeting and greeting the Jewish commu-
nity. Even his ability to meet in person with the region’s diplomatic corps has 
been a challenge.

“Everyone has been very welcoming, but it is difficult. I would have gone 
to shuls and met people. I’ll get there,” the ambassador told the Journal in a 
recent phone conversation.

“Diplomacy is very personal. You need to be there,” said Reuben, whose 
foreign ministry career has spanned more than three decades, including a 
year as Israel’s ambassador to the United Nations (2010-2011).

But he has not altogether avoided the personal touches. He’s arranged 
his spacious living room to accommodate a socially distanced meeting area, 
spacing chairs far apart and opening windows to allow in fresh air. His first 
purchase in Boston was an outdoor heater that he set up for meetings on his 
balcony.

Reuben met Governor Charlie Baker and Boston Mayor Marty Walsh 
in person when he participated in the lighting of the Hanukkah menorah 
on the Boston Common. He also took part in a virtual menorah lighting in 
Connecticut with Governor Ned Lamont.

Throughout the pandemic, the Consulate office has been open on a limited 
basis in order to carry out its day-to-day services.

The 59-year-old Reuben was born in South Africa and lived for a few years 
in London with his mother. They settled in Israel in 1974, before he turned 
bar mitzvah age. He studied diplomacy and international relations at Hebrew 
University and was an air traffic controller during his military service in the 
Israeli Air Force.

His diplomatic posts traversed five Spanish-speaking countries, including 
Chile, Mexico, Paraguay, Bolivia, and Colombia.

For the last five years, Reuben served as Israel’s chief of state protocol, 
the go-to foreign ministry official responsible for diplomats and visiting world 
dignitaries. At the end of his tenure, he was behind the scenes when leaders 
from the United Arab Emirates made a historic visit to Israel as part of the 
Abraham Accords in 2020.

But Reuben, a warm and engaging conversationalist with an easy laugh, 
is not motivated by the titles and limelight of photo ops that sometimes come 
with the role of a diplomat.

“My philosophy is that titles come and go. In the end, you have to be yourself. That is the main 
focus that I’ve always been interested in,” he said.

He is most at home with the “nitty gritty” of diplomacy as a way to foster dialogue and under-
standing between different cultures, nationalities, and within the broad base of the global Jewish 
community.

“You don’t need to call me Consul General. You can call me Meron,” he said.
Looking ahead, Reuben is eager to engage with New England’s robust academic community, a 

major center of education that also attracts many Israelis, he observed.
“I think, sometimes, we don’t get a good rap” on college campuses, Reuben said. “I hope to 

leave some kind of mark and explain more about Israel not being white and colonialist and being a 
multicultural and multiethnic society, which it is. I’ll do my best to show what Israel is all about.”

He’d like to encourage more opportunities to forge stronger bonds between Israelis and 
American Jews across New England. Some 25,000 to 30,000 Israelis live in the region, but many 
are not active in synagogue life, one place where they might mix socially with Boston-area Jews.

He gives high marks to programs like Birthright Israel that bring college-age Americans on 
visits to Israel.

Boston’s liberal social values appeals to Reuben, who is open about being a gay man. “I’d like 
to be able to live my life the way I want to,” he said. He anticipates that Boston will be a hospitable 
environment for him and his partner.

Reuben is the proud father of two grown daughters from an earlier marriage. One is an art 

student at Jerusalem’s 
prestigious Bezalel 
Academy of Arts and 
Design. His youngest 
daughter is fulfilling 
her obligatory mili-
tary service in a 
combat unit stationed 
on Israel’s southern 
border.

One of his fond 
memories of their 
growing up was when 
they would bring him 
one of their hundreds 
of children’s books. 
“Dad, please read to 
us,” they’d say.

He envisions 
reading Israeli chil-
dren’s books to 
kindergartners here. It may offer the perfect way to connect a 
new generation of young people with Israel, he said.

This article originally was published in the Jewish Journal, 
jewishjournal.org

Grant Deadline for Wassermann- 
Streit Y’DIYAH Memorial Fund is 
April 1
SHEFFIELD — The Wassermann-Streit Y’DIYAH Memorial Fund is currently 
accepting grant applications for projects that offer the general public the oppor-
tunity to gain knowledge of Judaism in a meaningful and enjoyable way. This 
might be through programs or material that illustrate traditional practices, holi-
days, music, art, literature, theater, cinema, documented history, etc.

The goal of the fund is to offer the public an understanding of traditional 
Judaism that might contribute to knowledge of differences while sharing 
commonalities inherent in all people, and to correct misconceptions and false 
notions leading to manifestations of bias.

Individuals, schools, libraries and other nonprofit organizations in Berkshire, 
Columbia (NY), northwest Litchfield (CT) and northeast Dutchess (NY) counties 
are invited to apply by April 1 at www.berkshiretaconic.org/YDIYAH. 
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Purim Megillah Reading with Hevreh 
Plus additional late winter programs

On Friday, February 26 at 
6 p.m., let your hair down with 
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire. 
Join with Hevreh teens and 
community members to cele-
brate Shabbat, Purim, and the 
retelling of the Story of Esther. 

Put on your best costume 
(since it’s Zoom, pants are 
recommended) and join in the 
fun! 

For Purim and all programs 
listed below, email info@
hevreh.org to be added to their 
listserv.

Services
Kabbalat Shabbat Services, 

Fridays at 6 p.m. 
All are invited to join Rabbi 

Jodie Gordon and Rabbi Neil 
Hirsch for a traditional, intro-
spective, and musical Reform 
service. Services often feature 
congregant reflections and 
cantorial intern, Gabe Snyder. 
To get the Zoom link each 
week, email info@hevreh.org 
and be added to our listserv.

Shabbat Morning 
Experience Saturdays at 
10 a.m. 

Join Hevreh for a contem-
plative Shabbat morning 
experience. Some weeks 
there will be Torah study and 
discussion, some weeks a 
Shabbat morning service. To 
get the Zoom link each week, 
email info@hevreh.org and be 
added to our listserv.

Creative Beit Midrash
Saturdays, February 13 

& 27 and March 13 from 
8:30 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.

Together with Rabbi 
Hirsch, explore Jewish topics 
through your medium of 
choice – visual art, music, 
dance/movement, or written 
word. These Zoom sessions 
are for sharing and processing 
individuals’ creative product 
through nurturing, not 
critique. Questions? Contact 
info@hevreh.org to be directed 
to Heidi Katz or Larry Frankel.

Beyond Bread: Winter  
Baking Course

Thursday, February 11 from 
4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Join master baker Cheryl 
Holbert of Nomad Bakery for 
a curated Zoom baking class. 
Bake delicious creations full 
of Jewish soul and creativity. 
All ages and kitchen expe-
riences are welcome. Each 
course is $30 per person. Visit 
hevreh.org/winterbread to 
sign up and view the ingredi-
ents list. This time, Cheryl will 
be showing you how to bake 
fougasse.

Zoom Into Tot Shabbat In 
Your PJs

Saturdays, February 13 
and March 13 at 9 a.m.

All are welcome to sing 
and dance their way into 
Shabbat with Hevreh! The 
online Shabbat morning 
experience is a terrific way to 
center your family for a day of 
rest and special time together. 
Join the rabbis and student 
cantor Gabe Snyder for a lively 
Shabbat experience.

Weekly Lunch N Learn
Wednesdays at 11:45 a.m.
Join Rabbi Neil Hirsch each 

week as he continues to be a 
guide on the path of sacred 
learning. All are welcome, and 
Rabbi Hirsch says “make sure 
to bring a friend!”

Paul Green Needs A Kidney
Clarinetist Paul Green, 

well-known in the Berkshires 
(and elsewhere) for his fusing 
of Jewish and Jazz music, 
has had kidney issues since 
he was in his 30s. It’s been 
a slow progression, but he 
has recently been diagnosed 
with end-stage renal disease, 
and may need to start dial-
ysis in the near future. The 
only “cure” for Stage 4 kidney 
disease is a kidney transplant, 
so Paul has begun the search 
for a living donor.

“I’m glad to have dial-
ysis to keep me alive while I 
wait,” Paul says, “but it takes 
a lot of time and can cause 
more health problems. So, 
I’m hoping that I can get a 
transplant sooner rather than 
later.”

Paul has been accepted 
onto the kidney transplant list 
at UMass Memorial Hospital 
in Worcester. However, with 
around 100,000 people 
needing a kidney, it can be 
a wait of five to eight years 
before getting “the call.” His 
local nephrologist and the 
transplant team at UMass 
have stressed that the best 
way to avoid dialysis is to have 
a preemptive transplant, and 
for that, Paul is on his own to 
find a kidney donor. A kidney 
from a living donor offers a 
much better prognosis. It’s 
important to know, too, that 
the donor’s costs for all the 
testing and the surgery itself is 

paid for by Paul’s insurance. 
Paul is asking the commu-

nity to share his need for a 
kidney far and wide. If you 
or someone you know might 
be willing to consider making 
a kidney donation for Paul, 
please contact him directly at 
(561) 302-5816 or kidneydo-
nor4paul@gmail.com

“I’m going public with 
this because there’s so much 
more that I want to accom-
plish in my life,” Paul says. 
“I am still expanding my 
musical horizons, finding 
relationships between Jazz 
and Klezmer music. Lately, 
I’ve been getting great satis-
faction from my newfound 
talents as a composer and 
arranger. I fear that without a 
transplant, I will not be able to 
function long enough to fulfill 
my musical explorations or 
even — over time — continue 
performing, which, frankly, 
would be more devasting to me 
than anything else.” 

Who can donate?

• A physically and emotionally healthy adult, age 18-65

• No high blood pressure, diabetes, cancer, hepatitis or HIV

• No kidney, heart, liver or lung disease

Additional information about being a donor is available at the 
UMASS Memorial Transplant Center. For a confidential con-
versation, call (501) 334-1269 and ask to speak with the donor 
transplant team about donating a kidney to Paul Green.
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The interior of Yusef Abad Synagogue, one of the largest 
synagogues in Tehran, Iran.

Hamedan Jews, 1918

Traveling with Jewish Taste
Purim in Persia
By Carol Goodman Kaufman

It’s Purim, and what better time to visit 
Persia, where the story of Queen Esther and 
her heroism took place? But let’s get some 
background first. How did our ancestors get to 
that part of the world?

Millennia ago, the Babylonian Empire 
ruled the known world. During his reign, 
King Nebuchadnezzar II’s soldiers laid siege 
to Jerusalem. After three long years, they 
sacked the city, destroyed the Temple, and 
took about 10,000 Jews into captivity and 
back to Mesopotamia. By the rivers of Babylon, 
the book of Lamentations says, we wept. But 
despite our sorrow, our sages managed to 

produce the Babylonian Talmud while living in exile.
Then, seventy years after the fall of Jerusalem, Cyrus the Great came from his 

seat of power in what is now Iran and founded the Persian Empire. He finished 
off the Babylonians and he permitted our Jewish ancestors to return to the Land 
of Israel. At last, we could rebuild the Holy Temple on the very same place it had 
been before the destruction.

But many Jews remained in Persia. They settled in provinces throughout the 
kingdom, including in Shushan, nestled at the foot of the Zagros Mountains near 
the Choaspes River. That is where the story of Esther takes place.

And, as is so typical of our history, the Jews experienced good times and bad 
ones. 

Between the third and seventh centuries CE, the Jewish community grew and 
thrived despite periodic persecution. But in the seventh century, Arab Muslims 
conquered the country and installed Islam as the official state religion. Jews 
became dhimmi, second class citizens.

As elsewhere in the history of our people, throughout the 19th century Jews 
experienced persecution and discrimination, and it is reported that entire 
communities were forcibly converted to Islam. These calamities inspired both 
interest in the Zionist movement and aliyah to the then-Ottoman ruled Palestine 
by a significant number of Persian Jews.

Then, beginning in 1925 under the Pahlavi Dynasty, the country became west-
ernized and Jews enjoyed a “Golden Age.” Under the Shah’s “White Revolution” 
reform plan of rapid modernization, Jews benefitted from the freedom to partici-
pate in the economic and cultural life of the country. They were Iranians, equal to 
their Muslim neighbors. For a little more than half a century, the Jewish commu-
nity flourished. Tehran alone had 30 synagogues, and Jewish schools dotted the 
country.

That way of life was all to change with the Islamic revolution of 1979. What 
had been the Jews’ strength, their accomplishments and their asset to the 
country, was now viewed as cause for hatred. The then-80,000 members of the 
Jewish community feared for their lives, worried that they would be murdered 
or expelled by the new Islamic regime. It turned out that their alarm was not 
unfounded, as Jews were arrested and imprisoned, accused of spying for Israel. 
Over a dozen have since been executed.

In response, 60,000 Jews, a full two-thirds of the Jewish population, left the 
country. Those who were able headed to the United States, Israel, and Europe. 
But after the revolution, the government made it very difficult for Jews to leave, 
refusing to issue passports. Some Jews fled to freedom through Pakistan or 
Turkey, hoping that their relatives left behind would send them the proceeds 
of their liquidated assets. That, too, proved problematic. The government had 
confiscated much, if not most, of their property.

Today, the number of Jews still residing in Iran is estimated at between 
25,000 and 30,000, making it the second largest Jewish population in the Middle 
East after Israel. And many are active in civic and political life. Ironically, the 
Jews are guaranteed permanent representation in the Iranian parliament, and 
the Iranian constitution mandates that one must treat non-Muslims “according 
to Muslim principles of ethics and justice.” Apparently, the Ayatollah Khomeini 
hasn’t read the constitution as he routinely denigrates the Jews, accusing them 
of all manner of sins, from mistranslating the Koran to blaspheming Islam.

Although 100 synagogues still stand in Iran (a third of them in Tehran alone, 
as well as schools and a Jewish hospital), most of the synagogues are closed; the 
schools are required to remain open on Shabbat; and the schools’ curriculum 

is Islamic and taught 
under Muslim princi-
pals. Only on Fridays 
are religious classes 
allowed to be taught in 
Hebrew.

So, whether out of 
fear or actual belief, 
many Iranian Jews 
have become anti-Zion-
ists, joining the annual 
Qods Day (Jerusalem 
Day) events protesting 
Israel. Some Jewish 
young men have even 
joined the Iranian 
army. Perhaps it is 
their anti-Zionist activ-
ities that have kept 

Carol Goodman Kaufman is a psychologist and author with a passion for travel 
and food. She is currently at work on a food history/cookbook, tracing the paths 
that some of our favorite foods have taken from their origins to appear on dinner 
plates and in cultural rites and artifacts around the world. She invites readers to 
read her blog at carolgoodmankaufman.com and to follow her on  
Twitter @goodmankaufman.

Instructions:
For the meatballs, grind all the ingredients, except the meat, egg and oil, in a 

food processor until you have a grainy paste. 

Transfer to a large mixing bowl and add the meat and egg. Lightly knead with 
your hands for a few minutes. 

Cover and place in the refrigerator for 30 minutes and up to 24 hours.

Preheat the oven to 500 degrees. 

Remove the meat mixture from the refrigerator and shape into 24 balls. 

Place the meatballs in a large Pyrex baking dish that has been coated well with 
oil, and brush the rest of the oil over the meatballs.

Bake in the oven for 10 minutes.

Meanwhile, combine all the ingredients for the glaze in a mixing bowl. 

Reduce the oven to 400 degrees. 

Glaze the meatballs and bake for another 5 minutes to infuse them with the 
flavor of the pomegranate. 

Adjust seasoning and sweetener to taste. 

Place the meatballs with sauce in deep serving dish and garnish with pome-
granate arils.

Serve with basmati rice. 

*If you can’t find pomegranate molasses in your grocery store, you can either 
order it online or make your own by combining a quart of pomegranate juice 
with 2 tablespoons of lemon juice and ½ cup sugar, and simmer until it is about 
one quarter of the original volume.

Kufteh-ye Pesteh-o Anar  
(Pistachio and Pomegranate Meatballs)

Recipe adapted from one by Najmieh Batmanglij 
Makes about 24 meatballs

While we all love hamantaschen, why not try a main dish this year in honor 
of Purim? And what could be more Purim-y than Persian food? Because the 
pomegranate has been cultivated in 
that country for at least 4,000 years and 
is considered the “fruit of heaven,” it 
has a prominent place in Persian cuisine. 
This dish is just one of many using the 
fruit, its juice, or the molasses made 
from it. Trust me, it is scrumptious. I 
used ground turkey, but you can use 
lamb, chicken, or even a fish like cod.

Ingredients:

Meatballs:
1 medium onion
1½ cups pistachios or hazelnuts, 

shelled
¼ cup breadcrumbs
2 cups chopped fresh parsley
1 cup chopped fresh tarragon
4 tablespoons dried cilantro
1 tablespoon fresh lime juice
½ teaspoon red pepper flakes
1 teaspoon black pepper
1 tablespoon ground cumin
2 teaspoons sea salt

2 pounds ground turkey
1 egg
½ cup oil

Glaze:
¾ cup pomegranate molasses*
¼ cup honey 
1 teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon freshly ground black 

pepper
¼ teaspoon red pepper flakes
Garnish:
1 cup fresh pomegranate arils 

them safe. Perhaps 
it is their avowed 
nationalism, that 
they are first and 
foremost Iranians, is 
what has kept them 
alive.

So, despite over 
two-and-a-half 
millennia of life in 
Persia/Iran and the 
rich culture they 
developed there, the 
Jews of modern-day 
Iran are faced with yet another Haman in their midst. Where is Esther when we 
need her?
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77 South Canaan Road, North Canaan, CT  

Call Deb at  
(860) 824-2625  

about our move in  
incentives or to  

arrange a virtual tour. 

www.geercares.org 
 

Keeping you happy, healthy, and safe   
for the past 50 years and especially now! 

Geer Lodge is now accepting  
new residents.   

All the great services you 
want and the peace of mind 

you will receive the best  
possible care. 

Hollow Fields in Richmond on a foggy day

“When you come to a fork in 
the road, take it,” Yogi Berra 

famously remarked – but if only 
it were that easy.

All Who Wander Are Not Farblondjet
By Albert Stern / BJV Editor

It’s a dangerous 
business, Frodo, going 
out your door. You 
step onto the road, 
and if you don’t keep 
your feet, there’s no 
knowing where you 
might be swept off to.

Bilbo Baggins, The 
Fellowship of the Ring

There are two distinct 
Yiddish words that denote the 
state of not being able to find 
your way. 

The first is ‘farblondjet,’ 
which means ‘lost’ in the 
commonly-understood 
sense of not knowing one’s 
whereabouts. 

The second is ‘farfalen,’ 
which connotes the state 
of being hopelessly lost, 
cosmically lost, of having so 
completely misinterpreted any 
directions you might have had 
at your disposal, that not only 
do you not know where you 
are, but possibly also where 
you are going, from whence 
you departed, and why you 
might have embarked on your 
journey to begin with.

When I’m out in nature, 
I get farfalen. Ordinarily, I 
am a rational person with a 
good sense of direction, but 
in the Great Outdoors, for 
whatever reason my ability to 
make lucid choices deserts 
me. Although I stick mainly 
to well-traveled trails that are 
not too far from civilization, I 
am always one ‘what-in-the-
world-was-I-thinking’ blunder 
away from turning a cheery 
woodland frolic into an ordeal 
resembling Robert Falcon 
Scott’s doomed 1912 Terra 
Nova expedition to the South 
Pole.

Case in point was my 
first assault on the summit 
of Perry’s Peak from Hollow 
Fields in Richmond several 
winters back, before the 
Berkshire Natural Resources 
Council (BNRC) fully acquired 
the land that now forms their 
new 3.7-mile hiking loop. I 
was already a volunteer trail 
steward for the property and 
visited several times a week, 
but I had never ventured too 
far up the trail that splits off 

from the shorter two-mile 
loop through the fields up to 
a magnificent overlook facing 
Yokun Ridge and beyond. 

Several friends familiar 
with the hike offered to show 
me how to navigate over 
Perry’s Peak so I wouldn’t get 
lost in the dendritic tangle of 
poorly marked and maintained 
trails deeper in the woods. But 
somehow those guided hikes 
never materialized and my 
curiosity finally got the better 
of me. 

The day I chose was a 
chilly, raw one in midwinter. 
The sky was slate grey and 
the hills were shrouded in a 
moderately-thick fog. Mine 
was the only car in the parking 
lot as I set out to explore the 
Perry’s Peak trail alone.

I share these details to 
show that I do not exaggerate 
when I write that I lose my 
ability to make lucid choices 
in the Great Outdoors. But 
it gets better. So as I entered 
the woods, I developed my 
game plan – since the place I 
wanted to get to, the overlook, 
was to the right of where I was 
walking, all I had to do was 
keep following trails that took 
me in a clockwise direction 
and I would get to where I 
wanted to be.

It was all great fun for a 
time. The air was wet and 
fresh; the fogginess imbued 
the skeletal unleafed trees 
with a poetically mournful 
cast; and the ice crusting the 
trail was too thin to be slip-
pery, breaking apart underfoot 
with a pleasing snap, crackle, 
and pop. But after a certain 
point, I realized that the fun 
had been going on for a little 
too long, and that I was not at 
all sure that I was getting any 
closer to my ultimate desti-
nation. What’s more, the fog 
made it impossible to orient 
myself via the landscape or the 
sun. That was when the reali-
zation hit me that “clockwise” 
– unlike, say, north, south, 
east, and west – is not really a 
“direction.” Depending on how 
one might be oriented, clock-
wise might be going north, 
or it might be going south, 
etcetera. (Duh.)

I spent a good deal of time 
soaking in the rugged beauty 

of the trails above Hollow 
Fields that afternoon, finally 
stumbling upon a well-defined 
path that seemed to be taking 
me in a clockwise direction. 
All was trending well until I 
arrived at the “T.”

“When you come to a fork 
in the road, take it,” Yogi Berra 
famously remarked, but if only 
it were that easy. The trail 
to my right, though winding 
in a clockwise direction, also 
seemed to lead back to where 
I just came from – and I felt 
that I had been walking in 
circles already. The trail to the 
left seemed to lead downhill 
to sorta kinda maybe where 
the overlook might be and, 
given that I was starting to feel 
dog-tired, downhill seemed 
good. I was grappling with 
my choices when I noticed 
it – a white trail blaze on a 
tree on the trail going left. I 
don’t know how to explain 
my reasoning except to say 
that at that moment, I 
respected the wood-
land authority that 
daub of white paint 
represented. I followed 
the trail to my left.

Hours later, I 
emerged, farfalen, 
from the woods onto a 
windswept stretch of highway 
I did not recognize. I had 
followed white blazes, then red 
blazes, then blue blazes, until 
I finally heard the sound of 
trucks and automobiles and 
followed them. I hacked my 
way through branches, forded 
gullies, and scrambled over 
rock outcroppings in thick 
woods unvisited since the days 
of the Mohicans. 

Exhausted and bedraggled, 
I made my way across the 
road to a lonely picnic bench 
just as daylight started to 
fade. I tried making a call – no 
cellphone service. Just then, 
a car pulled into the rest area 
and I ran over to it. I told the 
driver I’d gotten lost in the 
woods and could he tell me 
where I was.

“You’re on Route 20 about 
a half mile from the New York 
border,” he said. 

“I started walking from 
Hollow Fields,” I told him. “Do 
you know where that is?”

He shook his head no.

“It’s a long way from here,” 
I said.

The driver said he would 
ordinarily help me, apologizing 
that he had an important 
event in Albany he had to 
go to. And he drove off. So I 
started trudging along Route 
20 back toward Richmond. I’d 

have to go at least until I got to 
someplace where my cellphone 
worked. 

I’d walked for about ten 
minutes when the driver 
who I’d spoken to pulled up 
alongside me and, chuck-
ling, told me to get into his 
car. He said he had started 
laughing hysterically at my 
predicament and started to 
feel a little ashamed of himself, 
and so turned around in New 
Lebanon to come pick me up. 
Where was this Hollow Fields 
now?

(If Blanche DuBois always 
depended on the kindness 
of strangers, I have always 
depended on the rachmones of 
strange people.) 

In the years (think about 
that – years) that followed, I 
resolutely refused to revisit the 
trail leading to Perry’s Peak. I 
know what you’re thinking – 
“What kind of nemophilist is 
this guy?” But such is PTSD. I 
would always be a bit shame-
faced when I encountered 
curious hikers and – after 

identifying myself as a BNRC 
volunteer trail steward and 
trying to explain the differ-
ence between ‘farblondjet’ and 
‘farfalen’ – warned them off 
Perry’s Peak, sharing the story 
of how I had ended up on 
Route 20.

All that started to change 
on a steamy summer 
day in June 2020, 
when I joined a cadre 
of dedicated volun-
teers and a crack 
squad of BNRC 
arborists to start 
grooming the ascent 
on the new trail up 

and over Perry’s Peak. It was 
hard, sweaty work but after 
we enjoyed lunch at the top, a 
BNRC board member offered 
to show me the way down 
on the still unmarked trail. 
The key to making it down 
successfully, he said, was to 
keep turning right at each fork 
in the path – in other words, 
keep going clockwise. (Duh.)

In any case, I still didn’t 
trust myself to go it alone until 
this November, when I saw 
the first signposts erected by 
the dedicated folks at BNRC. 
I summoned the courage to 
retrace my original journey 
of exploration, and figure out 
where I went wrong.

At the top of the first ascent 
on the trail leading to Perry’s 
Peak is a fine view south over 
Richmond (and, in season, 
wild berry bushes), as well 
as a BNRC marker pointing 
right. This is where I’d gotten 
farblondjet the first time – I’d 
headed straight, which took 

FARBLONDJET, 
continued on page 17
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Ensuring  
a Jewish Future  
PJ Library Books & Resources
Family Programming
Family Volunteer Opportunities
Jewish Education Grants
ADL World of Difference Program
Israel Travel/Study Scholarships
Jewish Camp Scholarships
Public School Advocacy
Taglit Birthright
UMASS Hillel

Israel & Overseas 

Fundraising  
Campaign Development
Communications & Marketing 
Legacy Circle Program
Major Donors Program

13%

7%

20%

14%

18%

Sustaining Jewish 
Community  
Berkshire Jewish Voice
General Programming
Passover Meal Distribution
Community Havdalah & Concert
Middle East Update
Covid Relief – High Holiday  
Access Grants
Holocaust Remembrance Event
Torah Across the Berkshires
Connecting with  
Community program 
Knosh & Knowledge program
Community Calendar
Community Relations & Advocacy
Jewishberkshires.org and e-news
Program Grants for  
Local Congregations

1,740
books distributed to 
PJ library families to 
help nurture their 
Jewish identity

144
children (and their 
parents) engaged 
through creative 
programs and at home 
holiday fun packs

$22,000 
in grants to Berkshire 
organizations for food 
insecurity and to support 
children and underserved 
populations  

6,936
attendees engaged in 
Jewish learning and 
celebration through 95 
cultural, holiday and 
educational programs

401
volunteers provided 
untold hours of 
operational, physical and 
emotional support to the 
Jewish community

57
community members  
received emergency 
assistance for food, 
utilities, and housing

$12,000 
in grants to 6 
congregations to 
expand access to 
meaningful High 
Holiday experiences

113
students  
benefited from Jewish 
education grants to four 
local religious schools

3,620
kosher warm meals 
were served  
and delivered to 
older adults

100
community members  
received assistance, 
referrals and support from 
our Social Worker  

702
holiday care 
packages  
delivered to  
isolated seniors

750
isolated older adults 
received cards and 
holiday greetings 
created by our youth  

n   In the former Soviet Union, you 
helped provide PPE, food cards, 
meals-on-wheels, at home activities, 
medicine and winter relief to some 
of the poorest elderly Jews and at-
risk children living with physical and 
intellectual disabilities. (JDC)

n   In Afula-Gilboa Israel, you helped 
provide a lifesaving air-seal medical 
device to the HaEmek Hospital 
as well as food baskets, PPE, and 
sanitizing services for low income 
residents in Afula and expanded 
technology outreach to local 
women who had suffered sexual 
assault and domestic violence. 
Most recently you helped provide 
laptops for remote learning to 
Ethiopian Immigrant children at the 
Beit Alpha Absorption Center. (JAFI 
Partnership2gether)

n   In addition, you helped provide 
direct after school programs for at-
risk students, shelter for battered 
women, a supportive home for 
abandoned youth, counseling 
for sexually abused women, food 
security for low income individuals 
and children.

2,649 
local students and faculty 
engaged in ADL World of 
Difference anti-bias training 
and/or No Place for Hate 
program in local schools

Above is a small sampling of how you have made a difference in the lives of others

Caring for  
Those in Need  
Covid Relief – Food & Essential Needs
Covid Relief – Children & Families
Covid Relief – Underserved 
Populations
Hebrew Free Loans
Emergency Assistance (non-covid) 
Friendly Visitors Program
Community Social Worker
Meals on Wheels 
Older Adult Kosher Lunch 
Older Adult Holiday Care Packages
Tikkun Olam Volunteer Opportunities
Senior Programming

28%

Jewish Agency for Israel 
Jewish Federations of  
North America
Joint Distribution Committee
World ORT
Partnership2Gether- Afula Gilboa
Ethiopian National Project

Haifa Women’s Crisis Shelter
Israel Association for  
Child Protection (ELI)
Meir Panim
Neve Michael Children’s Village
Sandwich Club-Afula Crowns
Yad L’Kashish

 Across the Berkshires In Israel and Overseas

Jewish Federation of the Berkshires – Distribution of Resources in 2020
$1,008,312

Includes distribution of Annual Campaign, Covid relief, earned income, and endowments as of December 31, 2020
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Federation's Community CAREavan to Senior Homes

Shabbat care packages

The 2020 Community Campaign Raised $931,878

Thank You for Making a Difference!
“It is not what one says, but rather what one does that makes all the difference in the world” – Pirkei Avot 1:17

The Jewish Federation of the Berkshires acknowledges the tremendous effort of over 1,200 donors and hundreds of 
community volunteers who helped make the 2020 Annual Campaign and our emergency Covid Relief and Recovery 

campaign a resounding success. On behalf of those whose lives will be saved, touched, and changed,  
we thank you for your generosity and caring.

* denotes Lion of 
Judah~woman’s individual gift 
of $5,000 or more

# denotes individual donations
^ denotes of blessed memory

Sustainers  
($18,000 and up)
The Barrington Foundation, Inc.
The Feigenbaum Foundation, Inc.
Stuart & Ellen Masters * #
Claudio & Penny Pincus
Schnesel Family Fund

Pacesetters  
($10,000 - $17,999)
Robert Bildner & Elisa Spungen-

Bildner
Lee & Sydelle Blatt 
Peter & Julie Gale
Rita J. & Stanley H. Kaplan 

Family Foundation, Inc.
George & Lizbeth Krupp
Jeffrey Leppo & Marjorie Safran 

* #
Messinger Family
Nathan & Rebecca Milikowsky
Bernard & Elaine Roberts * #
David & Carrie Schulman * #
Judd & Susan Shoval
Irv & Carol Smokler
Michael & Joan Ury

Builders 
 ($5,000 - $9,999)
Anonymous Donors (2)
Linda J.L. Becker
Mimi Cohen
C. Jeffrey & Judith Cook #
Lynn Foggle
Harold Grinspoon & Diane 

Troderman
Alan & Liz Jaffe 
Stephen & Leslie Jerome
Julia Kaplan *
Margie & Danny Levin
John & Nina Lipkowitz
Estelle Miller
Rabbis Rex Perlmeter & Rachel 

Hertzman
Ronald & Karen Rettner
Michael & Barbara Rosenbaum
Leonard Saxe & Marion Gardner 

Saxe

Gary & Arlene D. Schiff * #
Zelda & John Schwebel 

Foundation
Sharon Siegel
Jeffrey Solomon & Audrey 

Weiner
Spitz-Tuchman Family Fund
Mark & Judy Usow #
Howard & Deborah Wineberg #
Jacob & Dora Wineberg Fund
Joshua Yurfest & Kathleen 

Fraker #

Investors  
($1,800 - $4,999)
Anonymous Donors (3)
Harold & Denyse Adler
Marion Adler
Michael P. & Susan Albert
David & Kyneret Albert #
Arnie Angerman & Shira 

Nichaman
Norman Atkin & Joan 

Schwartzman
Robert & Barbara Bashevkin #
Barry & Marjorie Berg
Helene Berger
Judith Bergman & Richard 

Budson
Steve & Nancy Bernstein
Rabbi Neal Borovitz
Roger & Lara Brown
Carr Hardware Co.
Leonard & Ileen Cohen
Elias A. Cohen Foundation, Inc.
Michael & Roberta Cohn
Brenda Curtis
Hezzy Dattner & Lynne Galler 
Justin Davies, Mara Goodman-

Davies & GE matching grant
Ann Dorfman
Jack & Joyce Finkelstein
Steven & Renee Finn
Larry Frankel & Lisa Schindler-

Frankel
Ellis & Joanna Fribush
Fredric Friedman & Cathy 

Demain Mann
Ralph & Audrey Friedner
Paul & Joan Gluck
Susan Gold
Stan Greenfield & Gaye Moelis
Louis Grossman
Aaron Gurwitz & Susan 

Abramowitz

Ken & Mimi Heyman
Leonard & Harriet Holtz
Larry & Jackie Horn
Elihu & Marilyn Katzman
John Kimelman
Sam Kopel & Sari Scheer
Edward & Susan Kopelowitz
Livingston & Saranne Kosberg
Roy & Leslie Kozupsky
Barbara Lafer
Lynne Leavitt
William & Shirley Lehman
Susan Frisch Lehrer
Marvin & Helaine Lender
Milton Lestz & Adam Irick
Judith Levin
Gerry & Pommy Levy
Ira & Phyllis Lieberman
Allan & Nan Lipton
Leonard & Elaine Lipton 
Sanford Lipton
Ben Liptzin
Paula Lustbader
Edward & Carol Oshinsky
Steven & Helice Picheny 
Laura Rosenthal
Paul Rosenthal & Elaine 

Hantman #
Jack & Margo Schwartz
Donald & Arlene Shapiro
Sue Shimelman
Ben & Elaine Silberstein 
Gene & Hope Silverman
Richard Simons & Marcie 

Greenfield Simons #
Richard & Alyson Slutzky
Mark & Elisa Snowise #
Arthur & Terry Wasser #
Sergey & Natalya Yantovsky #
Harvey & Janis Zimbler #

Major Donors  
($1,000 - $1,799)
Anonymous Donors (5)
Bernard & Beth Abramson #
Irwin & Mary Ackerman
Murray & Barbara Akresh #
Alan & Deborah Annex
Michel & Abby Araten
Stephen Bazil
Bob & Gerry Becker
Alan & Judith Benjamin
David & Deborah Bergeron
Ellen Bernstein

Barry & Carol Beyer
Don & Rosetta Bierman
Peter Bodnar & Robin Weiser
Lawrence & Joan Brotman
Terry & Bonnie Burman
Eric & Lisa Chamberlain
Rabbi Barbara Cohen
Laurence Cohen
Joel & Sue Colker #
Howard Cooper
Oliver & Cynthia Curme
Joel & Phyllis Curran #
David Davis & Sheila Drill
Gerald & Lynn Denmark #
Mel & Terry Drucker
Chip & Cindy Elitzer
George & Ginger Elvin
Monroe England 
Eitan & Malka Evan
Myron & Ann Falchuk
David & Lea Finck
Jim & Patty Fingeroth
Martin & Susan Fischer
Marilyn Fisher
William & Sandra Flannery
Zachary & Laura Fluhr
Rabbis Danny Freelander & 

Elyse Frishman
Stephen & Madalyn Friedberg
Joel Friedman & Marian Faytell 

Friedman
Shirley Friedman Yohalem
Daniel & Rosele Frishwasser
Jeff & Judy Gelfand
Jane Glaser 
Marc & Susan Goldman
Annette Gordon
Richard Greene & Lindsay 

Crampton
Elliot & Barbara Greenfeld #
Ed Grossman
Mary Jane Handler 
Harold & Gretchen Hastings
Jim Heeger & Daryl Messinger
Ronald & Miriam Hinds
Richard Holland
Martin & Joan Horowitz
Allen & Valerie Hyman
Barry & Marjorie Jaffe
Richard & Marianne Jaffe
Gene & Miriam Josephs
Gordon & Susan Josephson
Jane Karlin
Jennie Kassanoff
Danny & Elaine Katz
Judy Katz
Alan Kaufman & Deborah Roth
Ofer & Dara Kaufman
Laurence & Joan Kleinman
Alan Kluger & Amy Dean
Ed & Roz Kolodny
Benjamin & Sandy Krause
The Steven and Wendy Kravitz 

Philanthropic Fund
Cary & Beth Lakenbach
Fred & Brenda Landes #
Mordi & Monica Lapin
Jeff Lazarus & Phyllis Cohen
Midge Lefkowitz
Eugene & Augusta Leibowitz
Jay Leipzig & Cindy Chazan
The Peter F. & Mary W. Levin 

Philanthropic Fund at InterAct 
for Change

Amy Lindner-Lesser
Charles Lipcon
Norman & Nancy Lipoff
Barry Lobovits

Luria Family Foundation
Kenneth & Barbara Mahler
Roger & Natalie Matus
Jeffrey May & Kara Thornton
Fred Mensch & Andrea Bodine
Lisa Messinger
Norman & Wilma Michaels
Enid Michelman
Alan & Nancy Milbauer
Lesley Oransky
David & Susan Orenstein
Lawrence & Marsha Pacernick
Elaine Padilla, PhD
Joseph H. & Carol F. Reich 

Fund of the Berkshire Taconic 
Community Foundation

Wendy H. Robbins
Rabbi Yaakov & Nina Rone
Lawrence & Bette Sue 

Rosenthal
Jeffrey & Karen Ross
Al & Frani Rothman
Milton Rubin
Steve Rubin & Jean Moore
Robert & Joan Rubinstein
Sue Z. Rudd
James Satovsky & Gail Asarch 

Satovsky
Michael & Raquel Scheck 
Leonard & Alice Schiller
Albert & Marcia Schmier
Bruce Schreiber & Ronney 

Rosenberg
Martin & Laurie Schwartz
Carole Siegel 
Roberta Silman
Drs. Leonard & Gail Silverman
Marvin Smith
Donna Spector
Lauren Spitz
Ken Stark
Charles & Rosalyn Stuzin
Sue Sussman
Steven & Carol Targum
Floyd & Marcia Tuler
Henry Tulgan 
Edward & Lisa Udel #
Howard Unker
The Velmans Foundation
Barbara Viniar
Chester & Madeline Vogel
Alexandra Warshaw
Melvin & Harriet Warshaw
Harry & Eileen Weinstein

Jerry & Donna Weiss
Ken & Rhea Werner
Steven & Florence Winter #
Jessie Wolfson
Steven & Mary Yarmosky #
Richard & Karen Zink #

General Contributors
Anonymous Donors (42)
Ed Abrahams
Elise Abrams
Stephen & Phyllis Abramson
Brian Acker & Cynthia Mann
James & Rosalie Adamson
Andrew & Judith Adler
Susan Adler
David Agler
Jason & Rachel Alemany
Sylvia Allan 
Kenneth Amron & Ruth Frommer
Mark & Cindy Andrews
Elizabeth Anisfeld
David & Ann Ansel
Arthur Appelstein & Lorraine 

Becker
Howard & Sue Arkans
Helene Armet
Nancy Ashen
Suzanne Bach
Marc & Carrie Bachman
Hillel & Liliana Bachrach
Anita Bakst
Joel & Trudy Balizer
Joanna Ballantine
Bill & Sharon Ballen
Donald & Barbara Barron
Marvin Bass
Allen & Alice Bassen
Ev Bastow
Samuel Bates & Sharon Wiles
Steven & Susan Baum
Ira & Nancy Baumel
David & Nancy Bayer
Steven Bedford & Laura 

Silverstein
Anita Behn
David & Cindy Bell-Deane
Steven Bellovin & Diane Finger
Lillian Bender
Robert & Shelley Berend
Aleksey Berezkin
Nina Berezkin
David & Cindy Berger
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Family Pizza Shabbat and Shavuot program

PJ Library family outing

Joseph & Brenda Berger
Stanley Berger
Miriam Bergman
Laura Bergman-Hazen
Lawrence & Helene Berke
Dick & Carole Berkowitz
Lewis Bernstein & Gaya Aranoff
Jessie Berrick & Eugene Jura
Stuart Besnoff
Jonathan Biller & Victoria Rand 

Biller
Alan & Cheryl Binder
John & Melissa Bissell
Sam & Maggie Bittman
Wayne & Sue Bizer
Walter & Hildi Black
Lynette Blattner-Dukehart
Jeff & Sarah Blaugrund
Aileen Bliss
Josh Bloom
Martin & Glenna Bloom
Leonard & Barbara Blum
Norton & Diana Blumenthal
Stephanie Blumenthal
Mark & Amy Blumkin
Bill & Hinda Bodinger
Walter & Suzanne Bogad
Nelson & Carolyn Bonheim
Frank Bonnevie & Marjorie 

Shulman
Maxine Bookless
Nan Ellen Bookless
Bruce & Andrea Braffman
Carole Bratter
Jane Braus
Bernd & Helen Brecher
Charles & Elaine Brenner
Rabbi Ken Brickman
Rachel Brier
Chaim Bronstein & Rabbi 

Pamela Wax
Larry & Nancy Bronstein
Ilse Browner
Jack & Esther Budnick
Dan Buehler
Jerri Buehler
Dan & Joan Burkhard
Bradley & Rita Buschel
Myron & Harriet Bussel
Howard Buxbaum & Paula 

Barber
David Buxton & Sherri James 

Buxton
Hanan & Rebecca Caine
Rabbi Ivan & Deborah Caine
James Caron & Amy Richman
Susan Cartun
Daniel & Rebecca Cellana
Donald Chabon & D. Anne 

Rabinowitz
Ben and Ilona Charkow
Richard & Dale Charkow
Alan & Roselle Chartock
Marlene Chautin
Myron Chefetz
Paul & Leslie Chesloff
Matthew & Catherine Chester
Howard Chezar
Diane Christie

Jae & Suzanne Chung
Bruce & Joan Cohen
Daniel & Stephanie Cohen
David & Sherry Cohen
Elizabeth & Madeline Cohen
James Cohen & Amy Silberstein
Mark & Barbara Cohen
Rich Cohen & Cheryl Sacks
Rob & Lori Cohen
Peter & Joan Cohn
Philip Coleman
Sharyn & Robert Collins
Nancy Cook
Jesse & Rebecca Cook-Dubin
Robert Cooper
Claudia Coplan
William Cristo
Adele Cukor
Chuck & Ada Beth Cutler
Joshua & Jessica^ Cutler
Carol Dan
Susan Dawdy
Jerome & Brenda Deener
Mark Deitch & Diane Rosenthal
Edan & Alexis Dekel
Dr. Ari DeLevie
David Dembowitz
Jonathan Denmark
Lara Denmark
Paul DePaolo & Judith Dansker
Jeffrey Deutsch
Jeff Diamond & Diane Pearlman
Judith Dillon
Mac Dobbins
Candy Docimo
Nathan Doctrow
Gilbert & Norma d’Oliveira
Sheila Donath
Douglas & Amy Doty
Joel Douglas & Lynn Maier
Burt & Ellen Downes
The Drayman Family
Alexander & Aline Drescher
Arthur & Henya Drescher
Avi & Natasha Dresner
Dale Drimmer
Barbara Drosnin
David & Sharon Drucker
Karen Drucker
Mark & Judy Drucker
Richard & Hilary Drucker
Richard & Anna Jo Dubow
James Duffy & Debora Cole-

Duffy
Marilyn Dukoff
Susan Dunn
Peter & Dora Edelman
Alvin Edelstein
Bonnie Edelstein
Michael & Eve Edwards
Francine Eget
Melva Eidelberg
Janet Eisenstein
Michael & Barbara Ende
David Epstein & Geraldine 

Feldman
Elaine Epstein
Phyllis Epstein

Chris Fader & Michele Krieg 
Bauer

Fred & Nancy Fagelman
Ellen Falk
Paula Farbman
Laura Feakes
Stuart & June Feigenblatt
Steven Feiner & Cipora Brown
Stanley & Diana Feld
Lorraine Feldman
Leonard Felson & Julia 

Rosenblum
Merle Ferber
Richard & Heidi Ferren
Eugene Fidell & Linda 

Greenhouse
Adam Filson & Amy Cott Filson
Milton & Helen Fink
Phylis Fink
Richard & Diane Finkelstein
Shirley Finkelstein
Peter & Nancy Finn
Rob & Patty Fire
The Blossom Trust
Leslie Fishbein
Robin Fleet
Laura Flint
Susan Forer-Dehrey
Roz Forman
Zita Fox
Hilary Freedman & Howard Zern
Robin Fried & Judith Greenwald
Elaine Friedman
Lawrence Friedman & Aviva 

Wichler
Leonard & Gloria Friedman
Marty Friedman
Michael & Carolyn Friedman
Robert & Laura Friedman
Egon & Joan Fromm
Toni Front
Austin & Heidi Frye
Real & Alla Gadoury
Rik & Nancy Gagon
Steven & Nancy Gallant
Jed & Karen Garfield
Peter & Sharon Gelbwaks
Andrew Geller
Diana Geller
Michael & Eleanor Geller
Robert & Patricia Geller
Bill & Jill Gellert
Joseph Gellert
Richard & Lynn Gelman
Robin Gerber
Edward & Anna Gershenson
N. Richard & Monique Gershon
John Gerson & Rachel Bush
Michael Gerstein & Lois Jackson
David & Judy Gilberg
Mitchell Gilbert
Tom & Beverly Gilbert
Ted & Barbara Ginsburg
Judith Gitelson
Jenny Gitlitz
David Glaser & Debra Stone
Judy Glockner
Henry & Bobbi Gluck
Alan Gold

Barbara Gold
Jay & Joan Gold
Henry & Pauline Goldberg
Peter & Robin Goldberg
Rosalie Goldberg
Jack & Myrna Golden
Mark Goldfus & Beverly Rubman
Roger Goldin
Joyce Goldklang & Jay Diamond
Sheila Goldlust & William Rota
Irene Goldman-Price
Jonathan & Susan Goldsmith
Leon & Judy Goldsmith
Jill Goldstein
Margo Golos
Ira & Susan Golub
Steve & Judi Goodman
Alan & Marilyn Gordon
Marc Gordon & Cheryl Zellman
Susan Gordon
Jerry & Kinnie Gorelick
Albert & Phyllis Gormezano
Marc & Lauren Gotlieb
Julian & Beth Gott
Harriet Gottesman
Bill & Linda Grabel
John & Laurel Graney
Paul & Karen Graubard
Suzanne Graver
Nelson Graves
Jordan & Laura Green
Paul & Lisa Green
Barbara Greenbaum
Ed Greenbaum & Anne Riener
Rabbi Michael & Cindy 

Greenbaum
Eric & Phyllis Greenberg
Stuart Greenberg
Susan Greenberg-Yarmush
Zina Greene
Bob Greenfield & Debbie Harris
Rabbi Jarah Greenfield & 

Elizabeth Fredland
Ted & Dru Greenwood
Elizabeth Gross
Bill & Ani Grosser
Lenny & Cindy Grunin
Grzegorzewski Family
Steven & Roberta Haas
Nadine Habousha Cohen
Hope Hagler
Philip & Linda Halpern
Elie^ & Myrna Hammerling
Paul & Suzanne Hanau
Thomas Hardy
Mark & Susan Hariton
David & Merle Harris
Blossom Hasher
David Hautzig & Terri Sash
Suellen Havsy
Gerald & Barbara Hayden
Ellen Heffan
Cindy Helitzer
Ed Helitzer
Bonnie Heller & Eileen Ricci
Dennis & Diana Hellman
Eileen Henle
David & Nadine Henner
Marc & Judy Herbert
Amy Herman
Howard Herman
Jeff & Deborah Herman
Yona Hermann
Mara Herskowitz
Robert Hertzig
Matthew & Lesley Herzberg
Vincent Higuera & Robyn Rosen
Arthur & Louise Hillman
Rabbis Neil & Liz Hirsch
Sam Hirshberg
Stuart & Susie Hirshfield
Merle Hoch
Andrew & Barbara Hochberg
Scott Hochfelder
Alan Hochman & Terry Rosen
Elaine Hoffman
Wade & Amie Hoffman
Susan & John Hogan
Jed Horowitz & Edie Cooper
Joshua & Nehoma Horwitt
Edward & Sharyn Hotchkiss
Sharon Hotchkiss
Lisa Howard
Nick Hubacker & Maxine 

Wisbaum
Frederic & Robin Hyman
Harold & Elaine Isaacson
Howard & Ellen Jackson
Bruce & Karen Jacobs
Howard & Jane Jacobs
Jerrold & Carol Jacobs
Richard & Judith Jacobs
Michael & Lynn Jacobson
Marc & Vivienne Jaffe
Phyllis Jaffe
Jonathan James & Jamie Ostroff
Harry & Arlene Jaroslaw
Tamara Jasper
Jerry & Esther Jewell
Chip & Ellen Joffe-Halpern
Randy Johnson & Jacqueline 

Browner
Beryl Jolly
Martin & Alice Jonas
Morton & Sandra Josel
Richard & Janice Kabel
Abraham & Linda Kadish
Bruce & Sandi Kafenbaum
Barbara Kahan
Barbara Kalib
Kevin & Adrian Kalikow
Barbara Kalish
Rhoda Kaminstein
Drs. Irwin & Abby Kanarek
Herbert Kantor
Lorrin Kantor Krouss
Russell & Gail Kaphan
Daniel & Rita Kaplan
Larry & Carolyn Kaplan
Lynne Kaplan
Marvin Kaplan & Alice Jo Siegel
Michael & Gloria Kaplan
Philip Kaplan
Regina Karas
Samuel Karlin^
Sharon Karlin
Vivian Kasen
Shlomo & Maris Katsir
Annbeth Katz
Armand & Gloria Katz
Heidi Katz
Carol Goodman Kaufman
Rabbi Jan Caryl Kaufman
Joel Kaufman
Seth & Ruth Kaufman
Susie Kaufman
Paul & Adele Kellman
Christina Kelly, Maude Rich & 

Family
Ellen Kenwood
Arthur & Natalie Kessler
Irwin Kessman
Rabbi Ralph & Brenda Kingsley
Emily Kirshen
Boris Kirshteyn
Mila Kirshteyn
Yakov & Rushaniya Kirshteyn
Oliver & Susan Klapper
Bob & Jane Klein

Daniel Klein & Freke Vuijst^
Larry^ & Sondra Klein
Lawrence & Sarah Klein
Lisa & Ralph Kleinman
William & Myra Kleinman
Rhoda Koenigsberg
Sara Koffman
Chet & Carol Kolton
Allen & Rosalind Kopfstein
Neil & Dorothy Koreman
Robert & Judith Korostoff
Esther Kosakoff
Earl & Janet Kramer
Henry Kranz
Robert Kraus
Myra Kressner
Carl & Iris Krieger
Steve & Dale Kulvin
Daniel Kummer & Lisa Landau
Yefim Kurchenko
Michael & Marjorie Kurcias
Lyubov Kutik
Alan & Susan Lafer
Enrico & Cookie Lamet
Everett Lamm & Stephanie 

Ilberg-Lamm
The Landa Family
Bob & Carole Landau
Ira & Fran Lapidus
David Leavitt
Helene Leavitt
Philip & Susan Lebowitz
Nathan & Sherri Lebwohl
Sheryl Lechner
Susan & Benjamin Lechtman
Andrew & Jilly Lederman
Elaine Lee
Mark Lefenfeld & Mimi 

Rosenblatt
Wallace & Sheila Lehman
Rabbi Daniel and Lisa Lehmann
Estelle Leibowitz
Dolores Lerman
Howard & Kay Lerner
Lawrence Levien
Macey Levin & Gloria Miller
Rita Levin
Cecily Levine
Lou & Pat Levine
Peter Levine & Ellen Croibier
Sydney & Judith Levine
Levitan Family
Jay Levy & Louise Vargas-Levy
Philip & Rita Levy
Sue Levy
Willam Levy & Karen Kelly
Bonnie Lewis
Bob Lezberg & Jenny Greenfeld
Jonathan Lieber & Deborah 

Gallant
Barbara Liebert
Edward & Iris Lipke
Drs. Paul & Frances Lippmann
Mark Lipton, PhD
Susan B. Lipton
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Federation's Community CAREavan

Martin & Madeline Lizt
Richard & Roslyn Lorge
David Lotto & Norah Walsh
Elaine Loveman
Edward & Karen Lurie
Dick Macht
Steve & Elaine Mack
Edward & Joan Mahler
Hank Maimin & Elizabeth Baer
Charles & Marcia Mandel
Barbara Mandler
Roger & Barbara Manring
Ilene Marcus
Dorothy Margolin
Michael Margolis
Ken Markel
Ruth Markovits
Irving & Alice Marks
Steve & Jala Martin
Mort & Suzanne Marvin
Dr. & Mrs. Ronald Match
Eliyho & Barbara Matz
Hillel & Janet Maximon
Allen & Lise Mayer
Arnold Mazurenko
Tanya Mazurenko
Jeff & Blossom Mehler
Henry & Edith Meininger
Joseph & Brenda Menker
Joe & Jayne Meth
Alan Metzger
Margery Metzger
Deitrich & Laurel Meyerhofer
Lynn Meyers
Richard Mickey & Nancy Salz
Arnold & Linda Miller
Michael & Annette Miller
Dr. & Mrs. Robert J. Miller
Bob & Harriet Miller
Steven & Liz Miller
Susan Miller
Debra Minkoff & Silke Aisenbrey
Bradley Minnen & Bonnie Saks
Douglas Mishkin & Wendy 

Jennis
Lawrence & Ellyn Mittman
Alan & Alice Model
Leslie Morris
Michael & Jennifer Morris
Selina Morris
Gayle Moskowitz
Judy Moss
Nicholas Moy & Sherry Wolf
Matthew & Sharon Mozian
Robert Munch & Joan Goldberg 

Munch
Peter Murphy & Audrey Thier
Barbara Myers
Gerry & Bev Nacheman
Michael Nathan & Beth Laster-

Nathan
Bill & Lisette Nayor
Harry & Carolyn Newman
Marc & Phyllis Newman
Larry & Faith Newmark
Carol Noble
Ruth Nodiff
Robert & Linda Noonan
Molly Novick
Bobbie Nussbaum
Al & Ann Oppenheim
Walter & Gail Orenstein
Nancy Orovitz
Colin Ovitsky & Sopheap Nhim
Curt & Liz^ Pader
Stephan & Zelda Parnes
Daniel & Andrea Patel
Henry & Rebecca Pearson
Arthur & Susan Peisner
Larry & Jane Pellish
Carl & Linda Perlmutter
Irving & Sharon Picard
Arielle Pink
Peter & Jo Podol
Joel & Maddy Policzer
Molly Pomerance
Berkshire Mountain House
David & Maribeth Pomerantz
Paula^ & Philip Pomerantz
Mark & Jean Poopor
Arlene Potler
Neil & Saralee Powers
Joel & Loretta Prives
Ilya & Kate Prizel
Arthur & Diane Provenz

Steven & Joyce Pyenson
Leonard & Darlene Radin
Stephen & Helen Radin
Beth Radsken
Joel Radsken
Michael Ramella & Sharon 

Strassfeld
Michael & Sharon Rebell
Mark & Jane Reiner
Ron & Lori Reiss
Rosamond Rice
Tom & Pam Rich
Lawrence Richard
Michel & Peggy Richard
Robert Ricles & Gloria Phillips
Marcia Ripps
Herbert & Paula Rod
Seth Rogovoy
Martin & Shelley Rolf
Esther Rose
Helaine Rose
Alex & Jane Rosen
David & Martha Rosen
Michael & Karen Rosen
Stanley & Bunny Rosen
Claire Rosenberg
Eugene & Elizabeth Rosenberg
Henry & Henrietta Rosenberg
Ernst & Judith Rosenberger
Allen & Ellen Rosenblatt
Alex & Sabina Rosenblum
Lawrence & Laurel Rosenbluth
Rhoda Rosenfeld
Aaron & Barbara Rosenzweig
Rabbi Dennis Ross
Natali & Shimi Rotches
Herman & Gayle Rotenberg
Deborah Roth
Sydell Roth
Sheldon & Rona Rothbart
Lawrence & Alice Rothbaum
Faith Rothblatt
Jeffrey Rothenberg & Sarah 

Feldman
Orson & Dianne Rothkopf
Alan & Harriet Rothstein
Dan & Lori Rothstein
Mr. David & Dr. Janet Rothstein
Evelyn Rothstein
Joe & Phyllis Rothstein
Renee Rotta
Roman & Larisa Rozenblyum
Shirley Rubenstein
Alan & Sandra Rubin
Barbara Rubin
Benjamin & Alice Rudin
Harold Rudin
David & Amy Rutstein
Ron Rutstein & Jennifer Yohalem
Steve & Helene Sacks
Jen Sacon
Arthur Safran & Barbara Skydell 

Safran
Saibel Foundation
Amy L. Sales
Mark & Robin Salsberg
Edwin Salsitz
Boris & Inna Saltanovich
Bob & Lee Saltz
Robert & Susan Salzman
Alan & Rachel Sampson
Pam Sandler
Stuart & Phyllis Sandrew
Fern Sann
Kenneth Sann
Jonathan Satovsky
The Sawyer Family
Ken & Edie Schechter
Paul & Aviva Schieber
Mike Schiffer
Lewis Schiller
Rhea Schindler
Mitchell Schlansky & Laura 

Blank
Joyce Schneider
Alvin & Myrna Schneiderman
David & Rosalie Schottenfeld
Samuel & Eileen Schulman
Sue Schulman
Norman Schwalbe
Joseph & Joanna Schwartz
Martin & Jane Schwartz
Naomi Schwartz
Stephen & Phyllis Schwartz
Marvin & Carol Schwartzbard

Stu & Harriet Schweitzer
Henry & Anita Schwerner
Steven Schwinder & Jane Dystel
Judy Seaman
Thomas Sebestyen
Richard Seeley
Keith Seidman
Bea Selig
Johanna Selkowitz Sisselman
Richard & Shana Senzel
Marcie Setlow
Bernice Shainman
Hal & Harriet Shair
Brian & Emily Shamash
Maurice & Ann Shamash
Howard & Shirley Shapiro
Mark & Hally Shaw
Richard & Cyral Sheldon
Nina Shelomentseva
Adam & Megan Sher
Molly Sheriff
Arthur Sherman
Barbara Shickmanter
Bruce Shickmanter
Jane Shiyah
Michael & Arlene Shreefter
Howard Shuman & Joelle Gabay
Leonid Shymberg & Yulia 

Zakhozha
Theodore & Elaine Sideropoulos
Jeffrey & Dana Siegel
Efrem & Frederica Sigel
Shlomo Silman & Carol 

Silverman
Babette Silver-Fais
Jane Silverman
Donald Simon
Steve Simon & Maud Mandel
Marilyn Simons
Amy Simons Abramovich
Bruce & Ronnie Singer
Maria Sirois
Galina Sirota
Arthur & Mary Ann Siskind
Benjamin Skeen & Kate Van Olst
Steven Skoblow
Marcia Slaminksy
Bob Nason^ & Lisa Sloane
Cheryl Small
Joseph & Alice Small
Paul & Turbi Smilow
Mitchell Smilowitz & Audrey 

Sussman
Larry & Jewel Smith
Michael & Pam Smith
Alex & Cassandra Sohn
Brad & Lauren Sokol
Stanley & Sheila Solomon
David & Linda Sotnick
Steven Souza & Karen Kwitter
Lorette Spiegel
Erica Spizz & Jeanette Maguire
Ken Stahl & Shirley Ripullone
Rabbi Arthur & Linda Starr
Ron & Marion Stein
Louis & Iris Stein Korman
Larry & Holly Steinberg
Peter & Abbe Steinglass
Dan & Helene Sterling
Albert Stern
Michael Stoll
Judith Stolzberg 
Irit Stoppelmann
Michael & Lois Storch
Jeff Strait & Robin Brickman
Martin Stransky & Isabelle 

Weinberg
Michael Strassfeld & Joy Levitt
Mariah Strattner
Sam & Tracy Haupt, Concepts 

of Art
Ben Strauss & Jessie Fried
Lawrence Strauss & Francine 

Weinberg
Richard & Carol Strunin
Donald & Phoebe Sugarman
Laurie Sukel
Richard & Sharon Sutter
David & Lois Swawite
Madeleine Swindlehurst
Abraham & Esther Szmukler
Leonard Tabs
David Talbert
Jeff & Susan Tannenbaum
Rose Tannenbaum

Jayson & Jenifer Tanzman
Edith Taskin
Richard Taskin
Morton Taubin & Rochelle 

Leinwand
Sal & Eva Telesnick
Ilene Tetenbaum (in memory of 

Irwin Leff)
Jack & Amy Tobin
Steve & Diane Tobin
Kathi Todd
Richard & Joan Toder
Jack & Susan Tolin
Stephen & Terri Tosk
Mark Trager
Robert & Debby Trautmann
Robert & Natalie Tublitz
Stanley & Marilyn Tulgan
Jonathan & Shari Turell
Gary & Bernice Turetsky
Daltrey Turner
Judith Turtz
Robert & Susan Turtz
Lawrence & Patti Unger
Pieter & Suzannah VanSchaick
Ron & Sandra Veillette
Barry & Arline Verkauf
Ed Vernoff
Rabbi Levi & Sara Volovik
Robert & Ruth Waldheim
Jesse & Barbara Waldinger
William & Sandra Walley
Mim Warden
Michael & Barbara Wasserman
Rabbi Seth Wax & Elisabeth 

Berger
Neel Webber & Judith 

Pomerantz
Donald Weber & Rabbi Shira 

Stern
Lawrence & Judy Weber
Dan & Amanda Weil
Bruce & Penny Wein
Steve & Alison Weinberg
Rabbi David & Judith Weiner
Peter & Sheila Weiner
Diane Israelite Weinstein
Susan Weinstein
Gail Weis
Edward & Betty Weisberger
Ed & Martha Weisel
Julie Weiss
Michael & Gail Weiss
Steven Weiss & Stephanie Gertz
Peter Weissenstein
Charles & Susan Welsch
Robert Werbel
Tom & Suky Werman
Claire Wernik-Cantone
Ronald Werter & Melinda Gros
Leslie Wessler
Marlene White
Anne Wichman
Warren & Myra Widmann
Susan Wilansky
Randy & Mara Winn
Charles Wohl & Alba Passerini 
Rebecca Wolin
Joel & Fran Wolk
Pinchas & Janet Wolk
Jerry & Henrietta Wolland
Eleanor Wollins
James Wood & Rebecca Gold
Alec & Anna Yantovsky
Margot Yondorf
Robert & Karen Youdelman
Thomas & Cindy Zanconato
Barry Zaret & Renee Drell
Rabbi Deborah Zecher
Rose Zoltek-Jick
Lanny Zuckerman
Marlene & Martin Zuckerman
Susan Zuckerman
Gail Zunz & Dr. Sharyn Zunz

Covid-19 Relief and 
Recovery
Bernard & Beth Abramson
Nancy Ashen
Barry & Marjorie Berg
Judy Bergman & Richard 

Budson
Stephanie Blumenthal
Simeon & Judy Brinberg
Chaim Bronstein & Rabbi 

Pamela Wax
Jadwiga & Donald Brown
Roger & Lara Brown
Donald Chabon & Anne 

Rabinowitz
Eric & Lisa Chamberlain
Alan & Roselle Chartock
Marlene Chautin
James Cohen & Amy Silberstein
Rob Cohen & Lori Thaler-Cohen
James Duffy & Deb Cole-Duffy
Dale Drimmer
David & Sharon Drucker
Burton & Linda Edelstein
Alan Feldman & Carol Seitchick
Steven & Renee Finn
William & Sandra Flannery
Larry Frankel & Lisa Schindler-

Frankel
Fred Friedman & Cathy Demain 

Mann
Scott & Karyn Goffin
Bruce Goldwyn
Margo Golos
Julian & Beth Gott
Elliot & Barbara Greenfeld
Aaron Gurwitz & Susan 

Abramowitz
Mitch & Susan Halpert
Harold Hastings
Marc & Judy Herbert
Yona Hermann
Rabbis Neil & Liz Hirsch
Bruce & Karen Jacobs
Tamara Jasper
Martin & Alice Jonas
Morton & Sandra Josel
Richard & Janice Kabel
Rhoda Kaminstein
Julia Kaplan
Rita J. & Stanley H. Kaplan 

Family Foundation
Jennie Kassanoff
Elihu & Marilyn Katzman
Alan Kaufman & Deborah Roth
Larry^ & Sondra Klein
Lisa & Ralph Kleinman
Roger & Beth Kruvant
Fred & Brenda Landes
Jeffrey Lazarus & Phyllis Cohen
Toby Levine
Charles Lipcon
Benjamin Liptzin & Liz Schneider
Susan Mahler
Leonard & Sue Margulies
Roger & Natalie Matus
Norman & Wilma Michaels
Alan & Nancy Milbauer
Edward Moulin & Willa Lewis
Arthur & Susan Peisner
Steven & Helice Picheny
Claudio & Penny Pincus

Michael Ramella & Sharon 
Strassfeld

Gloria Rapoport
Bernard & Elaine Roberts
Shelley & Marty Rolf
David & Janet Rothstein
Stephen & Lynn Rubenstein
Bob & Lee Saltz
Elisabeth Sapery & Rosita 

Sarnoff
Anne Schnesel
Samuel & Eileen Schulman
Stuart Schwartz
Zelda Schwebel
Stuart & Harriet Schweitzer
Keith & Arleen^ Seidman
Judd & Susan Shoval
Carl & Claudia Shuster
Ben & Elaine Silberstein
Roberta Silman
Richard Simons & Marcie 

Greenfield Simons
The Carl & Toby Sloane Family 

Foundation
Richard & Alyson Slutzky
Cheryl Small
David & Lorna Strassler
Steven & Carol Targum
Paul & Jodi Tartell
Kenneth Unger & Sharyn  

Ben-Zvi
Michael & Joan Ury
Stacy Wallach & Jennifer Kay
Bruce & Penny Wein
Ronald & Vicki Weiner
Peter & Sheila Weiner
Ken & Rhea Werner
Melinda Wingate
Michael Zweig & Michelle 

Gerson

Jewish Women’s  
Foundation of Berkshire 
County
Susan Abramowitz
Denyse Adler
Judi Adler
Deborah Annex
Ann Appelbaum
Sandy Ashendorf
Judy Benjamin
Helene Berger
Nancy Bernstein
Hinda Bodinger
Tammy Breitman
Judith Brinberg 
Joan Brotman
Cipora Brown
Barbara Cohen
Elaine Cohen
Hillary Cohen
Mimi Cohen 
Phyllis Cohen
Bobbi Cohn
Joan Cohn
Terry Cooper
Judi Corr
Ada Beth Cutler
Judy David
Peggy Davis
Sheila Drill

DONORS, 
continued on next page
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Because Relationships Matter.

103 West Park Street
Lee, MA  01238
(413) 243-4331

www.octobermountainfa.com
Member SEC, FINRA SiPC

Portfolio Management ▪ Financial Planning ▪ Trust & Banking Services*

*Banking & trust administration services provided by Lee Bank.
St. Germain Investment Management operates as October Mountain 
Financial Advisors in the Berkshires.

What matters to us goes beyond numbers and 
benchmarks.

We believe working in your best interests 
becomes the foundation for how we nurture our 
professional relationship.

Learn more. Have a conversation with our managing 
director, Gary Schiff, and his team at October Mountain 
Financial Advisors.

Yevgeny Kutik at Kennedy Park Belvedere in Lenox

Jewish Women’s  
Foundation of 
Berkshire County, 
cont.

NEWS

Terry Drucker
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Violinist Yevgeny Kutik, “Finding 
Home: Music from the Suitcase in 
Concert” – A Docu-Recital Series

On Thursday, February 11 at 
7 p.m., violinist Yevgeny Kutik 
launches “Finding Home: Music 
from the Suitcase in Concert.” This 
five-episode docu-recital series is 
based on Kutik’s 2014 album Music 
from the Suitcase, a reflection on his 
family’s emigration from the former 
Soviet Union and resettlement in the 
welcoming Jewish community of the 
Berkshires.

Each 30-40 minute episode was 
filmed at the Shalin Liu Performance 
Center in Rockport, MA and features 
musical performances, including 
works from the album, interwoven with 
Kutik’s personal narrative storytelling. 

The episodes will be streamed 
cost-free, and will premiere weekly 
on Kutik’s Facebook and YouTube 
channels every Thursday at 7 p.m. 
beginning on February 11 and running 
through March 11. You can register to 
view each episode on Kutik’s website 
for the series: musicfromthesuitcase.
com/episodes/. Registrants will be 
emailed the links to watch by 5 p.m. 
on Wednesdays. 

Kutik will be available for ques-
tions in the chat during the Thursday 
premieres, and each episode will be 
available for on-demand viewing until 
noon on the following Sunday.

In 1989, when Yevgeny Kutik 
was five years old, he and his family 
emigrated from the deteriorating Soviet 
Union to the United States with the 
help of the Jewish Federations of North 
America. Although they had to leave 
most of their possessions behind and 
fit everything else into just two suit-
cases, Kutik’s mother, a violin teacher, 
filled one of the suitcases with sheet 
music from the family’s collection, 
believing that their music was a signifi-
cant part of their family’s history. 

With the help of the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires, he and 
members of his extended family became 
part of our community, which resettled 
more Jews from the Soviet Union than 
any community its size in the United 
States. Our dedicated community 
members followed through to ensure 
that those families were able to adjust 
to and thrive in their new homes.

Years later, Kutik began to explore 
the music from the suitcase and was 
enthralled with the pieces he discov-
ered. He recorded a selection of this 
music on his critically acclaimed 
2014 album, Music from the Suitcase: 
A Collection of Russian Miniatures 
(Marquis Classics), which debuted at 
No. 5 on the Billboard Classical chart 
and was featured on NPR’s All Things 
Considered and in The New York 
Times. 

Each episode revolves around a 
theme of “finding home” as Kutik 
explores anti-Semitism in the Soviet 
Union, his family’s months as “state-
less” refugees, the amazement and 
challenges of starting a new home in 
the United States, his teachers and 
mentors, and lessons for the future. 
The final episode will feature a musical 
tribute of thanks to his community.

Kutik explains the inspiration for 
this docu-recital series: 

In 2020, as the pandemic canceled 
concerts and upended plans for the fore-
seeable future, I was in search of inspi-
ration. As I began sifting through these 
musical pages that my family brought over, 
it dawned on me that as difficult as this 
pandemic and resultant loss of opportunity 
was, with strength and determination, 
there would always be a way to begin 
again, to rebuild from nothing, as so tan-
gibly represented by these scores. 

I spent the quiet months of quarantine 
collecting memories and stories from my 
family, looking through family photo-
graphs, and at the same time, for my own 
enjoyment, playing through some of my 
favorite scores from school and concerts 
over the past years. I began to realize that 
much like the collection of music my fam-
ily brought over, I now had my own sheet 
music, representing my journey thus far: 
a semblance of a musical “home,” and of 
teachers, memories, and community.

“Finding Home: Music from the  
Suitcase in Concert”

Episode 1 - The Fifth Line (Thursday, 
February 11) 

A glimpse at the structural, histor-
ical anti-Semitism in the former USSR; 
Kutik’s family decides to leave the 
Soviet Union in search of a better life; 
an introduction to the ‘music’ from the 
suitcase. Featuring Achron’s Hebrew 
Melody, Shostakovich’s Sonata No. 2, 
and Stravinsky’s Divertimento from a 
Fairy’s Kiss. 

Episode 2 - In Between (Thursday, 
February 18) 

A look at the strange and state-
less journey through Europe which 
millions of Soviet emigres undertook to 
start a new life; applying for asylum; 
an awful recollection from the USSR. 
Featuring Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake, 
Khachaturian’s Nocturne, and Bloch’s 
Baal Shem. 

Episode 3 - Begin Again (Thursday, 
February 25) 

Kutik’s family arrives in the United 
States; a closer look at rebuilding 
everything from nothing; the incred-
ible power of community and 
selflessness. Featuring Rubinstein’s 
Romance, Achron’s Hebrew Lullaby, 
Shostakovich’s Romance from Ovod, 
Prokofiev’s Waltz from Cinderella, and 
Sviridov’s Children’s Album. 

Episode 4 – Listen (Thursday, 
March 4)

A tribute to the teachers and influ-
ences who helped Kutik and his family 
grow and build; remembering Zinaida 
Gilels and Roman Totenberg. Featuring 
Prokofiev’s Sonata No. 2 Op. 94a, and 
Darius Milhaud’s Le Beouf sur le toit. 

Episode 5 – Coda (Thursday, 
March 11) 

Reflecting on his family’s journey, 
one small journey among millions; a 
musical tribute of thanks to Kutik’s 
community. Featuring Rachmaninov’s 
Vocalise and Franck’s Sonata. 
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In response to coronavirus guidelines…

As of press time, all in-person Connecting With Community programming has been canceled. For the most up-to-date infor-
mation and details on virtual programming, please visit our website www.jewishberkshires.org to sign up for our eblasts to 
receive a weekly listing of online opportunities. 

Meals-on-Wheels & Meals to Go – Advance Reservation Required

Kosher lunch will be prepared on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday. Meals to go will be ready by noon  
for pickup at the Knesset Israel kitchen door, 16 Colt Road in Pittsfield.  
All meals-on-wheels will be delivered by Federation volunteers in the early afternoon. 

Please call (413) 442-2200 no later than 9 a.m. to reserve your meal for pickup and to arrange 
delivery if standing instructions are not in place. All are welcome to reserve meals for pick-up, although 
delivery may be limited in certain circumstances. 

The menus listed below are planned, but may be modified depending on availability of ingredients.  
When making a reservation, please inform us if a person in your party has a food allergy.

Adults 60 and over: $2 suggested donation. Adults under 60: $7 per person.

Volunteers are Vital! Volunteer drivers who can deliver meals-on-wheels are always appreciated. Please call Susan Frisch  
Lehrer at (413) 442-4360, ext. 14. The Federation’s kosher hot lunch program is offered in collaboration with Elder Services of 
Berkshire County.

Estate, Trust & Care Planning

a l m g r e n  l a w
attorneys & Counselors at law

Paula Kahn almgren, esq. 
One west Street, lenox, ma 01240

413.637.5075  ~  www.almgrenlaw.com

Israeli 
Jewelry

The Mews, by the Red Lion Inn Courtyard  
Stockbridge, MA 

413-298-4436

You can now read and 
share Berkshire Jewish 
Voice feature stories online! 
Visit jewishberkshires.org 
and select Community & 
Events>Berkshire Jewish 
Voice for links to highlights 
of current and past issues.

FEBRUARY
Monday, 8 ..............Stuffed cabbage casserole**#, baby 
carrots, rice, salad, pumpernickel bread, apricots, and 
tea.

Tuesday, 9 ..............Roasted chicken**#, vegetable 
soup, hash browns, green beans, Farmer’s loaf, apple-
sauce, and tea.

Thursday, 11 ..........Chef’s choice of pizza, salad, broc-
coli, Mandarin oranges, and tea.

Monday, 15 ............Closed for Presidents’ Day

Tuesday, 16 ............Spaghetti & “sausage” sauce#, 
salad, Italian beans, garlic bread, fruit cocktail, and tea.

Thursday, 18 ..........Chicken patties#, vegetable soup, 
sweet potato fries, peas, hamburger rolls, pineapple, and 
tea.

Monday, 22 ............Salisbury steak**#, Italian wedding 
soup, rice, baby carrots, rye bread, applesauce, and tea.

Tuesday, 23 ............Chicken cacciatore style**#, noo-
dles, mixed vegetables, Italian bread, parve cookies, and 
tea.

Thursday, 25 ..........Tuna noodle casserole, salad, whole 
wheat bread, hamentashen, and tea.

MARCH
Monday, 1 ..............Meat loaf**#, celery rice soup, 
peas & carrots, mashed potatoes, pumpernickel bread, 
pears, and tea.

Tuesday, 2 ..............Orange chicken**#, rice pilaf, sal-
ad, mixed vegetables, potato bread, tropical fruit salad, 
and tea.

Thursday, 4 ............Grilled cheese, salmon chowder, 
mixed vegetables, whole wheat bread, peanut butter 
cookies, and tea.

Monday, 8 ..............Sweet & sour meatballs**#, noo-
dles, baby carrots, Farmer’s loaf, and tea.

Tuesday, 9 ..............Chef’s pleasure of meat meals, and 
tea.

Thursday, 11 ..........Tuna salad platters**#, minestrone 
soup, bread TBA, sugar cookies, and tea.

Monday, 15 ............Beef stew, noodles, potato bread, 
applesauce, and tea.

Tuesday, 16 ............Turkey piccata, chef’s choice of 
soup, rice pilaf, mixed vegetables, salad, multi-grain 
bread, peaches, and tea.

Thursday, 18 ..........Chef’s pleasure of dairy meals, and 
tea.

Knesset Israel
16 Colt Road, Pittsfield

ONGOING MINYANS
Sunday 8:45 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Tuesday 7 p.m.
Friday 7 a.m. and 5:45 p.m.
Saturday 9:30 a.m.  

and evenings approximately  
30 minutes before sunset

CANDLE-LIGHTING

Friday, Feb 12 ........5:03 p.m.

Friday, Feb 19 ........5:12 p.m.

Friday, Feb 26 ........5:20 p.m.

Friday, March 5 ......5:29 p.m.

Friday, March 12 ....5:37 p.m.

me over the hilltops rather 
than on the path home. 
Following the correct trail from 
the top, however, leads to the 
marker at the “T” where I had 
originally gotten farfalen. At 
this point, you’re near the 
summit of Perry’s Peak, and 
if you look up and to the left, 
you can see still the white trail 
blaze that had lured me into 
peril. 

I’m writing in early 
January, ten months into 
the pandemic. Many of us 
have been spending too much 
time indoors for far too long, 
and have maybe lost touch 
with that triumphant feeling 
you get when, after hours 
of wandering in the Great 
Outdoors and all the while 
thinking that you’re about 
to die, you live. Granted, it’s 
not the greatest feeling in the 
world, but I believe it beats the 
alternative of staying home 
and watching the news, all 
the while thinking that you’re 
about to die. 

So get back out in nature, 
already – I’ll show you around 
if you want to visit Hollow 
Fields. After ten months, I 
think what we’ve all found out 
is that it’s just as easy to get 
farfalen sitting on our couches 
as it is adventuring in the 
woods.

FARBLONDJET,  
continued from page 11
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Arthur J. Wichman, 77, 
kindness, warmth, devo-
tion, generosity
RIVERSIDE, CT – Arthur J. 
Wichman (Art) passed away at 
his home on Friday, April 24, 
2020 from pancreatic cancer. 
He was just short of his 78th 
birthday.

Born in Paterson, NJ, the 
son of Jacob (Jack) Wichman 
and Charlotte (Weiner) 
Wichman, Art graduated 
from Rutgers University in 
1963 and did his graduate 
studies in finance at New 
York University. He worked 
in several investment-related 
jobs before beginning a long 
and distinguished career 
with JP Morgan Investment 
Management in 1981. He 
rose to managing director in 
the Healthcare and Biotech 
investment group, where he 
remained until his retirement 
in 2005. 

Art was known by all for his 
kindness, warmth, devotion 
to his family, and generosity. 
This led him to volunteer with 
Greenwich Call-A-Ride and 
Jewish Family Services of 
Greenwich, where he served as 
treasurer and then president. 
In recent years, he continued 
to be an active JFS board 
member and tutored children 
twice a week at Building One 
Community, an immigrant 
support center in Stamford. 
He loved theater, opera, 
sports, and was an avid bridge 
player.

Art is survived by his 
beloved wife of 50 years, Anne; 
his adored children, Daniel of 
Greenwich, Michael of Darien, 
and Sarah of Brooklyn; his 
cherished daughters-in-law 
Rosanne and Karin. He took 
so much joy in his four grand-
sons Jacob and David, and 
Charlie and Ethan. Nothing 
made him happier than 
spending time with his family 
and friends.

Please consider a dona-
tion in his name to Jewish 
Family Services of Greenwich 
(https://jfsgreenwich.org/
donate/) or Building One 
Community (https://building-
1community.org/donate/).

Robert Stein, 95, loved 
skiing, hiking, fishing and 
swimming
LENOX – Robert Stein, 95, 
passed away on Sunday, 
December 13, 2020 at Kimball 
Farms Nursing Home. Born 
in New York City in 1925 to 
Jack and Hattie (Greenbaum) 
Stein, he was a graduate of the 
Franklin School and New York 
University. 

Bob served in the US Army 
during the Second World War 
in China, Burma, and India. 
Back in New York after the 
war, he met his soon-to-be 
wife, Natalie Foss, when she 
dialed a wrong number and 
Bob answered, charming her 

OBITUARIES

enough to wrangle a sight-un-
seen date in the process.  
In his professional life, Bob 
spent nearly 50 years as an 
insurance broker, first with 
William Fleisch & Co. in New 
York City, and later with KBS 
and the Obermann Group in 
Westchester. 

He learned to love the 
outdoors at Camp Menatoma 
in Kents Hill, ME and 
continued doing so with his 
family in the Berkshires, 
skiing at Butternut, hiking, 
and swimming and fishing on 
Laurel Lake, where he was 
a frequent congregant at the 
Church of the Largemouth 
Bass. 

Bob is survived by Natalie, 
his devoted wife of 70 years; 
sons Edward and wife, Katie 
Connolly, and Kerry and wife, 
Jean Marie Jackson; and 
beloved grandchildren Morgan 
and Jackson. 

A memorial is planned 
for a later, post-COVID date. 
Please consider a donation to 
HospiceCare in the Berkshires,  
877 South Street, Pittsfield, 
MA 01201 

Eve Berenblum Goldberg, 
58, selfless human being 
spreading so much light 
SOUTH EGREMONT – Eve 
Berenblum Goldberg, 58, 
loving wife, mother, sister and 
daughter, passed away on 
Sunday, December 27, 2020 
after a brief illness.

Born March 30, 1962 in 
Columbus, IN to Susan and 
Marvin Berenblum, Eve grad-
uated from Greenwich High 
School in 1980, where she was 
a varsity swimmer and basket-
ball player.  After class, she 
worked part-time at Outdoor 
Traders, where she was 
first introduced to the retail 
industry.

Eve majored in English at 
Amherst College and founded 
the Interracial Forum to 
address issues of prejudice 
and discrimination. After 
graduating in 1984, she 
embarked upon a career in 
retail management in New 
York City, working at Abraham 
& Strauss, Macy’s, Saks Fifth 
Avenue, and Brooks Brothers 
as a Department Manager. 
In 1991, she married Brett 
Goldberg, an importer, and 
they moved to Greenwich, 
CT where they started their 
family.

Eve was a selfless human 
being spreading so much light 
with her enormous heart and 
kind nature. For over two 
decades, she was a prolific 
volunteer and was extremely 
active at Greenwich Reform 
Synagogue, serving as both 
publicity chair and co-presi-
dent, and at the United Jewish 
Association as the President 
of Women’s Philanthropy, 
and was presented with the 
Women of Valor Award in 

2014. Eve also volunteered on 
the board of the Junior League 
of Greenwich and the Junior 
Council of the Boys and Girls 
Club of Greenwich. She also 
served for many years on the 
Anti-Defamation League’s 
CT Board, and in 2007, Eve 
was awarded ADL’s Daniel 
R. Ginsberg Humanitarian 
Award.

Eve and her family relo-
cated to South Egremont 
in 2014. Most recently, she 
served as board secretary of 
the Council on Aging in South 
Egremont. She was a talented 
painter, and was treasured 
by all who knew her for her 
caring and loving nature, and 
her deep empathy. She was 
an avid swimmer and triath-
lete and developed a passion 
for kayaking. Eve also had an 
impressive knack for cross-
word puzzles.

Eve is survived by her 
husband, Brett Goldberg 
and daughter, Isa Goldberg 
of South Egremont; father, 
Marvin Berenblum; mother, 
Susan Berenblum of 
Greenwich, CT; brother, 
Andrew Berenblum, and 
sister-in-law, Daryl Wieland 
of Bedford, NY; brother, 
Ted Berenblum, and sister-
in-law, Peggy Berenblum of 
Greenwich, CT; and nieces 
Sela Berenblum of Palo 
Alto, CA, Ramy Berenblum 
of Bedford, NY, Samantha 
Berenblum of NY, NY, and 
Julie Berenblum of Greenwich, 
CT.

A private funeral was 
planned for family members. 
Please feel free to make a 
donation to Yemin Orde 
Youth Village at https://www.
impact-israel.org/about-us/
yemin-orde-youth-village/, 
Great Barrington Council on 
Aging, 334 Main Street, Great 
Barrington, MA 01230 or the 
Anti-Defamation League at 
https://www.adl.org/.

Robert Laurence Nason, 
74, Lee Town Manager 
for 19 years, volunteer to 
many organizations
LEE – Robert Laurence Nason, 
74, died unexpectedly at home 
in Lee on Tuesday, January 5. 

Born in Everett, MA, on 
St. Patrick’s Day March 17, 
1946, to Lawrence (Larry) and 
Bernice (Bunny Fale) Nason, 
he was the middle of three 
children. While he would claim 
he was the “overlooked” middle 
child, his sisters, wife, and all 
other family members would 
certainly say his beloved 
mother definitely spoiled him.

Bob spent his very happy 
childhood in Melrose, MA, 
where he attended and gradu-
ated from elementary and high 
schools. He grew up in a tight-
knit neighborhood of families 
and friends and remained in 
touch with many throughout 
his life. Bob played sports 

including football and basket-
ball, and attended the Rotary 
Y camp in Boxford, MA. 

He graduated from 
Villanova University in 
1968. He attended Villanova 
expecting to be a chemical 
engineer but graduated with 
a BA in political science and 
a love for college basket-
ball, “March Madness” and 
the Wildcats, as well as 
lifelong friends. Upon grad-
uating, Bob joined the Peace 
Corps and spent two years in 
Colombia diversifying agricul-
ture, helping to build many 
one-room schoolhouses, and 
living as the only “gringo,” with 
a horse for transportation high 
in the Andes. 

Upon his return to the 
United States, Bob became 
a conscientious objector to 
the Vietnam War and was 
assigned to work at Spaulding 
Rehab Hospital (then Mass 
Rehab). As a fluent Spanish 
speaker, he helped to orga-
nize the hospital workers and 
performed in Waiting for Lefty, 
a play about a meeting of cab 
drivers planning a labor strike. 
He volunteered on Edward 
Markey’s first campaign for 
Congress and has remained a 
fan to this day.

Once his service ended, 
he started a long career 
as a public servant, first 
in affordable housing with 
the Melrose and Chelsea 
Housing Authorities, the MA 
Department of Housing and 
Community Development, and 
Department of Mental Health. 
In 1998, he and his wife Lisa 
(Sloane) moved to Lee where 
he served as the town manager 
for 19 years. 

While he loved his work, 
he also volunteered in many 
ways as a member of the Lions 
Club, tutored ESL through 
the Literacy Network of the 
Southern Berkshires, and, 
at his untimely death, was 
being trained as a mediator 
for Berkshire County Regional 
Housing Authority.

In 1988, working for the 
state housing agency, he met 
his wife Lisa (Sloane). They 
married in Salem, MA on 
August 10, 1996 in a joyful 
ceremony and party with 
beloved family and friends. 
There was no more joyful 
event for Bob than the birth of 
his daughter, Sally. In addition 
to Lisa and Sally, Bob leaves 
behind a large and loving 
family. Please raise a glass of 
red wine to Bob on March 17 
when he would have turned 
75. 

Those wishing to make a 
donation are encouraged to 
donate to the Lee Food Pantry, 
P.O. Box 355, Lee MA 01238-
0335 or your own local food 
pantry, the Literacy Network of 
the Southern Berkshires, 100 
Main St, Lee, MA 01238 or the 
Berkshire Immigrant Center, 

67 East Street, Pittsfield, MA 
01201.

Marian Louise (Zlotkin) 
Greenberg, 82,  warm, 
loving, grateful, compas-
sionate person 
GREAT BARRINGTON – 
Marian Louise (Zlotkin) 
Greenberg, 82, passed away 
on Monday, January 11 
from COVID-19 at Berkshire 
Medical Center. 

A free spirit and a life-long 
beauty, Marian was born in 
Omaha, NE on October 28, 
1938 to Chuck and Lena 
(Rosenbloom) Zlotkin. She 
grew up in Los Angeles and 
graduated from Fairfax High 
School, where she had been 
a popular member of the 
Tantras club and met the 
“love of her life,” the late Tony 
Greenberg. After marrying 
Tony, and while pregnant, she 
studied art history at UCLA, 
attending classes with her 
late mother-in-law, Edith B. 
Greenberg. 

With her belief in self-
help, the supernatural and 
all things spiritual, she wrote 
books and articles and led 
new-age workshops, taught 
yoga, and turned people on 
to organic food and holistic 
medicine.

She also had business 
sense, which combined with 
an eye for real estate and 
design enabled her to success-
fully renovate and flip homes. 
In her journey, she criss-
crossed the country – from 
Sedona to Santa Fe, from 
Hanalei Bay to Old Greenwich, 
from Santa Monica Canyon to 
Marina del Rey. Wherever she 
traveled, her beloved mid-cen-
tury furniture would follow; 
she could not bear to part with 
the iconic pieces.

Despite significant health 
challenges over the last 
decade, she remained a warm, 
loving, grateful, compassionate 
person, with a zest for life and 
a devotion to TV reruns of 
“Law and Order.”

Marian spent her last 
year with her son, Marco 
Greenberg, and his family in 
Great Barrington, enjoying 
the four seasons in the 
Berkshires, making new 
friends, and exploring the 
town she considered quaint 
and serene with one of her 
wonderful caretakers.

Marian is survived by 
her sister, Evelyn Zlotkin 
Weinstock; son Marco of 
New York City and Great 
Barrington and his wife, 
Stacey Nelkin; daughter Lara 
Jo Kaplan, of Brentwood, CA. 
She was an adoring grand-
mother to Antonia, Noah, 
and Stella Greenberg and 
to Arianna, Bianca, and 
Charlie Kaplan, (all of whom 

OBITUARIES, continued on next 
page
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Fyzical.com/Pittsfield

• Diagnostic hearing evaluations
• Hearing aid fittings objectively verified for accuracy
• Hearing aids available from 7 major manufacturers
• Balance Evaluations and Treatment
• Custom Hearing Protection and Musician’s Filters
• Tinnitus (ringing/buzzing in the ears) treatment

greylockaudiology.comDr. Andrew Puttick 
Au.D, FAAA

Dr. Andrew Puttick, owner and audiologist at Greylock Audiology, is a state licensed doctor 
of audiology with more than 17 years of experience serving the Berkshire community. 

Dr. Trevor Marcotte is a Doctor of Physical Therapy and brings highly 
specialized training in vestibular (balance) rehabilitation and orthopedic 
physical therapy. 

• Orthopedic Physical Therapy 
• Vestibular/Balance Therapy 
• Fall Risk Assessments/Fall Prevention 
• Specializing in the treatment of dizziness, vertigo and other balance impairments 

Additional services available to our patients: 
• Laser Therapy for pain management
• Custom orthotics

510 North Street, Suite 9, Pittsfield, MA
 (413) 443-4800 tel  •  (413) 442-9701 fax

HEARING AND BALANCE ARE INTRICATELY RELATED.

Greylock Audiology and FYZICAL Therapy and Balance Center  
combine unique expertise in both domains under one roof.

CULTURE & ARTS

Image from In eynem: The New Yiddish Textbook

affectionately called her “Shasha”).
Please consider a donation to 

Berkshire Medical Center’s COVID-19 
Relief Fund. Memorial services were 
held on Wednesday, January 13 at 
Ahavath Shalom cemetery in Great 
Barrington led by Rabbi Levi Volovik of 
Chabad of the Berkshires.

Valdis Ansis Augstkalns, 81,  
Holocaust survivor with an over-
comer attitude towards life
VIENNA, WV – Valdis Ansis 
Augstkalns, 81, passed away Monday, 
January 11 at his residence and is now 
reunited with his wife and parents.

Born March 31, 1939 in Rezekne, 
Latvia, the son of the late Janis 
Augstkalns and Lidija Placans 
Augstkalne, Valdis moved to the United 
States in 1950 as a refugee from World 
War II. He was a Holocaust survivor 
with an overcomer attitude towards life.

He lived in Yuma, AZ and then 

North Adams, where he graduated 
from Drury High School in 1957. He 
later obtained a master’s degree in 
Chemical Engineering from University 
of Massachusetts. Valdis also served in 
the US Army. He moved to the Vienna, 
WV, area in 1963 and began his career 
at DuPont Washington Works, where 
he had worked for 42 years and devel-
oped several US patents. He will be 
remembered for his wonderful stories 
and his wealth of information on many 
topics. He was well-read, enjoyed 
science fiction books, and lived a 
colorful full life.

Valdis is survived by his daughter 
Mary Catherine “MC” Augstkalns and 
many friends.

In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by his 
wife, Catherine Ann Ellinghausen 
Augstkalns in 1998.

A life celebration was held at Leavitt 
Funeral Home, Parkersburg, WV.

OBITUARIES, continued from previous page

Mazel Tov to…

MAZEL TOV

Jackie Browner on her special birthday.
c

Steve and Lorraine German on the birth of their first granddaughter, Grace 
Ann.

c
Professor Liz Schneider and Dr. Ben Liptzin on their December 20 wedding 

at their home in Stockbridge.
c

Dr. Alan Gold, who marked 25 years as musical director at Temple Anshe 
Amunim.

c
Karen and Richard Zink on the engagement of their daughter Lauren to Alex 

Diamond, son of Jeffrey and Amy Diamond. 

A Revolution in Yiddish Teaching – In eynem: The New Yiddish Textbook
by Frank Gabel / Lingoblog.dk

A revolution hit the world 
of Yiddish teaching this 
summer when the multi-
media textbook In eynem: The 
New Yiddish Textbook was 
published. For many years, 
Yiddish students have been 
studying the language with 
Uriel Weinreich’s College 
Yiddish from 1949, or with 
Selva Zucker’s Yiddish: An 
Introduction to the Language, 
Literature and Culture from 
1995.

Now, Yiddish students and 
teachers have a more up-to-
date alternative. In eynem 
is a monumental textbook, 
counting 800 pages (split up 
in two volumes), with beau-
tifully illustrated dialogues, 
word explanations, exer-
cises and texts about Jewish 
culture. It features a gold-
mine of material for the first 
two years of Yiddish studies. 
A dedicated website offers 
even more teaching material, 
additional chapters and also 
a teacher guide and work-
sheets for the students. The 
pedagogical concept behind 
it is the so-called commu-
nicative approach, but the 
textbook can also be used for 
self-study.

Translator and journalist 
Frank Gabel interviewed text-
book co-author Asya Vaisman 
Schulman about this multi-
media “Yiddishland.” She is 
the director of the Yiddish 
Language Institute and the 
Steiner Summer Yiddish 

Program at the Yiddish 
Book Center in Amherst. 
She holds a PhD in Yiddish 
from Harvard, and her PhD 
research was on the Yiddish 
songs and singing practices of 
contemporary Hasidic women. 

The textbook was co- 
authored by Jordan Brown 
and Mikhl Yashinsky. 
Schulman spoke about the 
reasons to study Yiddish 
today, about former Yiddish 
students’ careers, about 
Hasidic Yiddish, and about 
how one can cultivate, 
preserve and live in Yiddish in 
a secular context today.

One of the many inter-
esting features of the 
textbook is its group of 
recurring characters, as they 
represent today’s Yiddish 
speaking community — 
both learners and (native) 
speakers of Yiddish. Could 
you tell us more about these 
characters? Who are the 
typical Yiddish learners and 
speakers of today?

There is a professor — 
Professor Etl Kluger — and 
her 11 students, who are all 
studying Yiddish. Each of 
the students has a different 
background, and they all 
represent groups of people 
who actually study Yiddish 
today. They come from many 
different countries: the United 
States, Canada, Poland, Israel, 
Germany, Argentina, and 

Russia. There are non-Jewish 
students, religiously obser-
vant Jewish students, and 
culturally Jewish students. 
There are graduate students 
and undergraduate students, 
and they study history, liter-
ature, linguistics, music, and 
various other disciplines. 
One of our goals with these 
characters was for people 
studying Yiddish to see them-
selves reflected in the book, 
which helps them feel more at 
home studying the language. 
Aside from the Yiddish class, 
there is an assortment of 
Yiddish-speaking charac-
ters standing in for people 
whom learners are likely to 
encounter in the Yiddish 
world: a Hasidic family in 
Brooklyn, a secular Yiddishist 

family in Manhattan, klezmer 
musicians, actors in the 
Yiddish theater, retired people 
in Florida, journalists who 
write for Yiddish newspapers, 
a former Hasid, an immigrant 
from the former Soviet Union, 
a professor of Yiddish in 
Japan. There are religious and 
secular people, people of color, 
and people of diverse back-
grounds and identities, just as 
there are in the real Yiddish 
world.

Readers of your textbook 
are introduced to standard 
academic Yiddish. But they 
also get a taste of the other 
Yiddishes out there. What 
are these other dialects and 
sociolects of the Yiddish 

language and why is it 
important to expose begin-
ners to them?

The main way that we 
expose learners to other 
dialects, sociolects, and an 
assortment of orthographies 
is through the authentic 
texts that are interspersed 
throughout the book. These 
texts come from a really broad 
range of media and sources, 
such as canonical literature, 
radio shows, newspapers and 
periodicals, films, oral history 
interviews, popular songs, 
and more. We learn about the 
phonetic differences between 
the three major dialect groups 
(Northeastern [“Litvish”] 
Yiddish, Southeastern 
[“Ukrainian”] Yiddish, and 

YIDDISH TEXTBOOK, continued on page 20
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Asya Vaisman Schulman

Central [“Galitzianer”] Yiddish) 
by listening to songs sung by 
speakers of those dialects. 
Students read the lyrics in klal 
(Standard) Yiddish, listen to 
the recording, and are asked 
to identify how the singer’s 
pronunciation differs from the 
standard forms the students 
have learned. We learn about 
different orthographies by 
printing facsimiles of older 
editions of Yiddish texts in the 
book and asking students to 
identify patterns in how word 
spellings differ from those 
they’ve learned. Both of these 
skills are absolutely critical 
for Yiddish students, because 
once they go out into the world 
of Yiddish, they will encounter 
many varieties of the spoken 
and written language, so it’s 

important for them to begin 
familiarizing themselves with 
the differences.

The biggest group 
of Yiddish learners and 
speakers is to be found in 
the Hasidic communities. 
Your textbook reflects that 
fact by including Hasidic 
characters in dialogues 
and exercises and by giving 
information on Hasidic 
resources. How does the 
Yiddish that the Hasidic 
communities are using and 
thus developing in their 
everyday lives influence the 
Yiddish you are teaching in 
your classes?

Although we could not 
include many direct excerpts 
of Hasidic texts in the book 

CULTURE & ARTS

for copyright 
reasons, we 
did want to 
make sure that 
Hasidic Yiddish 
is represented 
in the textbook, 
both to culti-
vate a respect 
for contempo-
rary Hasidic 
culture (as part 
of our general 
mission to give 
voice to the full 
range of Yiddish 
culture) and to 
facilitate future 
encounters with 
Hasidic Yiddish 
that the learner 
may have. The Teacher Guide 
in particular references Hasidic 
children’s books, CDs, and 
games that the teacher may 

purchase in Hasidic stores or 
online to share with students 
and offers suggested activities 
to do with these resources. 

For example, the chapter 
about weather references the 
Hasidic children’s book “Der 
guthartsiker shneymentsh” (The 
Kindhearted Snowman), and 
the chapter about body parts 
references music-and-move-
ment songs from the Hasidic 
children’s CD series “Zing un 
shpring” (Sing and Jump). In 
the chapter about clothing, we 
include a facsimile of a Hasidic 
poster from Williamsburg 
cautioning against the wearing 
of brightly-colored immodest 
clothing and ask the student to 
engage both with the cultural 
implications of such a text and 
with the Yiddish dialect it is 
written in.

You have been working as 
a Yiddish teacher for several 
years now. Your experience 

YIDDISH TEXTBOOK, continued on page 24
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To endure the stench, [the archaeol-
ogist] and her colleague had to wear 
masks. In an ancient dye center, the 
overwhelming odor would have been 

multiplied many thousandfold.

CULTURE & ARTS

The Fabric of Civilization: How Textiles Made the World
Virginia Postrel’s superb new popular history of textiles also sheds light on a subject 
of particular Jewish interest

The Fabric of Civilization: 
How Textiles Made the World 
by Virginia Postrel tells the 
story of fabrics from Paleolithic 
times through the present 
day. It’s an engaging work of 
popular history that demon-
strates how the need for 
textiles has driven science, 
business, politics, and culture. 

Postrel, an award-winning 
journalist and independent 
scholar, crafts an historical 
narrative with global sweep 
while also adeptly explaining 
the intricacies of working with 
fabrics and the incredible 
technological innovations that 
transformed their production 
over the millennia. The story 
is also forward-looking, with 
reporting on how the fabrics 
of tomorrow are now being 
created and the ways these 
new materials could change 
everyday life.

In the chapter “Dyes,” 
Postrel relates an idiosyncratic 
experiment with coloration 
that sheds light on a subject of 
particular Jewish interest. In 
2001, archaeologist Deborah 
Ruscillo followed processes 
recorded by Roman author 
Pliny the Elder nearly 2000 
years ago on purple dye 
extraction from the flesh of the 
murex snail. Her goal was to 
determine how the ancients 
might have worked with the 
minute marine gastropods 
to obtain the much-valued 
pigment. 

We know that purple hue 
was important to ancient 
Israelites because its name has 
been enshrined in a part of 
our liturgy proclaimed lovingly 
twice each day, in the evening 
and morning. As the excerpt 
below shows, however, yielding 
that dye from snail carcasses 
would have a difficult and 
stomach-churning process for 
our forefathers. 

v
Even the purple’s noto-

rious stench conveyed prestige, 
because it proved the shade 
was the real thing, not an 
imitation fashioned from 
cheaper plant dyes.

For sellers, the high cost 
reflected how laborious and 
disgusting the dye was to 
produce – as archaeologist 
Deborah Ruscillo learned in the 
summer of 2001. A specialist 
in analyzing animal remains, 
Ruscillo was intrigued by the 
enormous piles of murex shells 
she found at archaeolog-
ical sites and wondered just 
how many snails ancient dyes 
required. With a graduate 
assistant, she decided to follow 
Pliny’s instructions and find out.

To start, Ruscillo baited 
traps in a bay off Crete, where 
H. trunculus feast on fish 
discarded by local fishermen. 
She quickly discovered that the 
traps filled with water, making 
them heavy to lift. They also 
captured unwanted cargo. 
“Eels and ground feeders 
like scorpion fish found their 
way into the traps, potential 
hazards for any diver raising 
baskets or pots,” she writes. 
The good news was that the 
bait enticed more murex 
to the surrounding seabed. 
Along with those in the traps, 

Ruscillo and her assistant could 
each gather another hundred 
snails an hour. Archaeological 
remains confirm that ancient 
murex harvesters must have 
employed both traps and 
hand collection; shell mounds 
contain tiny snails that hand 
gatherers would have left 
behind and already-dead snails 
that couldn’t have gotten into 
traps.

With more than eight 
hundred snails in a bucket of 
seawater, the two researchers 
moved to a site “well away 
from the modern village.” 
Ruscillo knew that ancient dye 
works were located far from 
settlements, and she soon expe-
rienced the reason firsthand.

But first they had to get 
the shells open. “Good lord, 
that’s impossible,” she recalls 
in an interview. “It’s rock.” 
Taking a hint 
from the holes in 
ancient remains, 
she developed a 
two-stage tech-
nique: whacking 
the main whorl 
with a brass awl 
to create a small 
hole, then prying 
open the shell.

Next came the gross part. 
They cut out the glands and 
discarded the rest, generating 
piles of broken shells that 
closely resembled the ones 
archaeologists find at ancient 
sites – with one important 
difference. Unlike the ancient 
shells, these contained decaying 
meat. Immediately, Ruscillo 
says, “you are surrounded by 
flies – big horseflies that are 
biting you – and wasps.”

They put the glands into 
a covered aluminum pot 
of water, which became an 
increasingly vibrant purple as 
more were added. Even the 
tight lid couldn’t stop flies 
from laying eggs in the slimy 
mixture. “The big flies were 
sitting on the rims, laying these 
larvae and shoving them under 
the lid with their legs,” Ruscillo 
remembers. “It was remark-
able.” To kill the resulting 
maggots without ruining the 
dye, she had to heat the solu-
tion to just below boiling.

Whereas ancient dyers 
used vats of a hundred liters 
or more, Ruscillo conducted 
her experiments with small 
pots, each containing about 
twenty ounces (590 milliliters), 
enough to dye a sample swatch 
measuring six inches by eight 
inches. Even at this small scale, 
she encountered the dye’s 
legendary stench. “The great 
number of dye-works makes 
the city unpleasant to live in,” 
the Greek geographer Strabo 
wrote of Tyre, “yet it makes the 
city rich through the superior 
skill of its inhabitants.”

“Unpleasant” is a serious 
understatement. “The 
workmen eating fifty meters 
away were complaining 
about how stinky it was,” says 
Ruscillo. To endure the stench, 
she and her colleague had to 
wear masks. In an ancient dye 
center, the overwhelming odor 
would have been multiplied 
many thousandfold.

The work also stained their 

hands a purple no amount of 
washing could remove. This 
awful job, Ruscillo concluded, 
must have been done by slaves.

Ruscillo tested four different 
fabrics – wool, cotton, nubby 
raw silk (silk noil), and smooth 
satin silk – and determined that 
wool and satin silk took the 
color well. For the dye baths, 
she used ingredients ancient 
textile specialists suggested: 
seawater alone, fresh water 
alone, seawater and urine, 
seawater and the mineral 
salt alum, and seawater and 
vinegar.

…
Depending on how many 

murex were used and how 
long the fabric soaked, the dye 
produced colors ranging from 
pale pink to a black-purple. 
“All of them were very beau-
tiful colors,” she says… The 

fabrics also held the stench. 
Nearly two decades later, they 
still smell – despite washing in 
Tide.

Surprisingly, Ruscillo got 
essentially the same results 
from every solution. The urine 
made the purple more vibrant, 
but in general, she recalls, 
“With the same amount of 
time, the same concentra-
tion, and the same amount of 
water,” added ingredients “did 
not seem to make a difference 
in the hue.” (Seawater did 
make the dye more colorfast 
than fresh water.)

Unencumbered by chemical 
theory, Pliny might have been 
right about the ingredients 
after all: salt, to preserve the 
snail flesh from rotting, and 
seawater. Maybe dyers didn’t 
create an alkaline bath. Maybe 
seawater alone did the trick. 
It is somewhat alkaline, with 
a pH around 8.3, with 7 being 
neutral.22

The biggest revelation came 
when, almost as a lark, Ruscillo 
tested the batch using seawater 
without steeping the dye. After 
immersing the samples for just 
ten minutes, she writes,

I watched as the white, 
slimy swatches dried 
to beautiful blue hues. 
This experiment had 
recreated the “Biblical 
Blue” or tekhelet, as 
it is known, sacred in 
antiquity as well as the 

present, partic-
ularly in the 
Jewish religion. 
It is known that 
this sacred blue 
was produced 
from marine 
snails. The talit, 
or ritual prayer 
cloth worn by 

men during morning 
prayer or the wedding 
ceremony, was tradition-
ally to have a blue fringe 
dyed from Murex.

This rich blue, akin to the 
color of indigo-dyed light 
denim, was a wholly unex-
pected result.

Editor’s Note: ‘P’til tekhelet’ 
is referred to in the third para-
graph following the Shema, 
which deals with the command-
ment of wearing tzitzit to 
remind the wearer of God’s 

commandments. The verse is 
from Numbers 15:38: “‘Speak 
unto the children of Israel, and 
bid them that they make them 
throughout their generations 
fringes in the corners of their 
garments, and that they put 
with the fringe of each corner a 
thread of blue.”

v
Excerpted from The Fabric 

of Civilization: How Textiles 
Made the World by Virginia 
Postrel. Copyright © 2020. 
Available from Basic Books, 
an imprint of Hachette Book 
Group, Inc., as well as in 
local bookstores and through 
Amazon. 

Virginia Postrel is a 
columnist for Bloomberg 
Opinion and has been a 
columnist for the Atlantic, the 
Wall Street Journal, and The 
New York Times. She is the 
author of the highly acclaimed 
The Substance of Style and 
The Power of Glamour. Her 
research is supported by the 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation. 
The BJV thanks Ms. Postrel 
and Jenny Lee at HBG for 
allowing us to share this work.

“winter-Flicks” Virtual Film Fest Continues 
The Berkshire Jewish Film 

Festival (BJFF) continues its 
34th season with “winter-
Flicks”, a series of outstanding 
films in virtual format. Watch 
from the comfort of your 
homes!

Tickets to each film are 
$10. Information and access 
available at berkshirejewish-
jfilmfestival.org or by calling 
(413) 445-4872, ext. 10.

Just Eat It: A Food Waste 
Story

Available from February 18 
through March 1 

From the IMDb synopsis of 
this 2014 film: “Upon learning 
that 40% of the food that is 
produced globally ultimately 
gets discarded, couple docu-
mentarians Grant Baldwin 
and Jenny Rustemeyer decide 
to embark on a 6-month 
experiment of eating only 
food that is discarded or will 
imminently be discarded, with 
them even willing to purchase 
it. The one exception will be 
meals to which they have been 
invited by family or friends. 
They are surprised about 
how easy it becomes to find 
perfectly good food (especially 
once they learn the routine 
of where to find it), but how 

difficult it is to get food when 
they ask for it. They also 
find that they have to reas-
sess their views from eating 
preplanned meals or eating 
what they may be craving to 
eating what is available…” 

“Featuring interviews 
with TED lecturer Tristram 
Stewart and acclaimed author 
Jonathan Bloom, Just Eat It 
looks at our systemic obses-
sion with expiration dates, 
perfect produce, and portion 
sizes, and reveals the core of 
this seemingly insignificant 
issue that is having devas-
tating consequences around 
the globe. A cinematic story 
that is equal parts education 
and delicious entertainment.”

Love in Suspenders
Available from March 8 

through March 22 
Love in Suspenders is a 

2019 Israeli romantic comedy 
about Tami, a widow in her 
60s, and Beno, a widower 
in his 70s. She is opti-
mistic, always smiling, and 
still talking to her husband 
who has been dead for a few 
years. Beno is tougher on 
the outside, but also still 
suffering from the loss of his 
wife. Tami and her husband 

were successful singers, so 
now she lives comfortably in a 
beautiful retirement home. He, 
on the other hand, is finding 
it hard to pay the monthly 
rent. Notwithstanding their 
differences in lifestyle and 
personality, and their inter-
fering offspring and neighbors, 
they eventually fall in love.

Israeli Oscar-winner 
Shlomo Bar-Aba gives a 
heartwarming performance 
as Tami’s late husband, who 
refuses to let her go in this 
charming romantic comedy for 
the young and young at heart. 
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BOOK EXCERPT, continued on next page 

with Professor Ruth Wisse, 
whom I knew slightly from 
my undergraduate career at 
Harvard, and she urged me to 
consider learning Yiddish and 
pursuing my inquiry in the 
realms of Jewish literature. 
She gave me a copy of Uriel 
Weinreich’s classic textbook 
College Yiddish and sent me 
on my way. As a speaker of 
English and Hebrew, I found 
the mameloshn intuitive and 
captivating. That summer, I 
began a course of intensive 
language study at YIVO, and 
in the fall, I began a degree in 
comparative literature, with 

MIRIAM UDEL, continued from page 1

A Deal’s a Deal
Solomon Simon

Yiddish accounting for the 
lion’s share of my course work. 

In your introduction, you 
write, “The very essence of 
this literature was to affirm 
what Jewishness meant in 
a newly secularizing world.” 
The stories were written be-
tween 1900 and 1975, trans-
formative years for Jewish 
culture and identity – what 
are some of the continuities 
and discontinuities in how 
these authors express ‘what 
Jewishness means’?

To answer this excellent 
question fully would probably 

summon forth a book, or at 
least a long article, so I will 
confine myself to an example 
that illustrates what I mean. 
Take the Sabbath tales that 
I include as the first two 
selections in the anthology. 
Both were written by self-pro-
claimed leftists, a Zionist 
author (Yankev Fichmann) and 
a Bundist educational leader 
(Yankev Pat) respectively. 
Despite their overarching 
secularism, they wrote stories 
celebrating very robust, tradi-
tional Sabbath observance. Yet 
the meaning of Shabbos itself 

gains a new inflection: it’s a 
time for family togetherness, 
even if that value can only be 
honored in the breach, and a 
day when workers withhold 
their labor from their (capi-
talist) bosses. The trappings 
are very traditional, but the 
messages of these stories are 
very much in keeping with the 
values of the secular left.

It was a cold, rainy autumn night in Chelm. The wind had torn open the door 
and shutters. In the middle of the night, Avrohom heard the door banging. So he 
woke up his wife, Mirtl, and said to her, “Wifey dear, did you lock the door?” 

Mirtl replied, “Hubby dear, I thought that you had locked it.” 
“I didn’t,” said Avrohom. “Go and lock it.” 
“You go and lock it,” said Mirtl. 
Said Avrohom, “No, I’m not going downstairs in this cold, and surely you 

know that when I say ‘no,’ it’s ‘no.’ ” 
Said Mirtl, “The whole world knows that when a man is a rabbi, his wife 

is called a rebbetzin; when a man is Mr. Shoemaker, then his wife is Mrs. 
Shoemaker. You’re Mr. Stubborn, my husband, so that makes me Mrs. Stubborn. I 
too am staying in bed and not moving a muscle.” 

Said Avrohom, “What you say makes sense. You know what? Let’s make a deal 
with each other that whichever one of us is the first to speak will lock the door.” 

Said Mirtl, “Deal.” 
So they lay there in silence. The wind blew, and the open door banged and 

banged until the house shuddered; but both of them kept quiet, and neither 
moved a muscle. 

The rain poured, the wind blew, inside the house it was wet and cold enough 
to drive away wolves, but Avrohom and Mirtl didn’t budge. 

Just before dawn, husband and wife heard footsteps and human voices. 
Thieves were talking. One thief said, “Just look at that open door! Let’s go inside 
and see what we can lift.” 

Said the second thief, “Don’t talk so loud! Maybe the owners are home, but 
they’re sleeping!” 

“Don’t be ridiculous!” answered the first one. “You hear how the door’s bang-
ing? That would wake the dead. Chances are nobody’s home. Come on.” 

Husband and wife heard the thieves come into the house and start to empty 
out all the rooms. But husband and wife didn’t move a muscle. The thieves did 
their work and packed up everything they could get their hands on. Husband and 

Miriam Udel
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As my parents planted for me before I was born, so do I plant for those who come after me. – Talmud
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Ken & Fran Rubenstein
Stella Schecter*
Arlene D. Schiff
Gary Schiff
Stephen & Deborah Schreier
Ellen Schwaitzberg* 
Martin Silver
Sylvia Silverberg, in memory of 

Jerome Silverberg
Richard A. Simons & Marcie 

Greenfield Simons

Mark & Elisa Snowise
Harold Sparr*
Rita and Sol Toscher Memorial 

Fund
Lisa Fletcher-Udel
Edward Udel
Michael & Joan Ury
Mark & Judy Usow
Henry* & Beate* Voremberg
Alexandra Warshaw
Florence Wineberg*
Rabbi Deborah Zecher &  

Rabbi Dennis Ross 

*Of blessed memory

Thank you to these individuals who through their gift to the Legacy Circle will ensure that 
the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires thrives long into the future. May your name be a 
Blessing, and may the example you set inspire others to create their own Jewish Legacy.
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wife knew their home would be left 
naked and bare, but they didn’t let out 
a peep. 

The thieves gathered everything 
together and took off. They left the 
door open, as they’d found it. 

m
Night passed, and morning came. 

Husband and wife got up and looked 
around. The house was empty. The 
thieves didn’t leave even so much as 
a saucepan to cook up a bit of por-
ridge for breakfast. Husband and 
wife exchanged glances but remained 
silent. 

Mirtl went out to a neighbor’s to 
borrow something for breakfast. But 
as for closing the door? That Mrs. 
Stubborn didn’t do. She got to the 
neighbor’s and lingered there for a 
long while chatting, as women will. 

Meanwhile, a barber was passing by 
the house with the open door. In those 
days, barbers would go from door to 
door asking who wanted a haircut and 
clipping the hair of both children and 
adults right at home. 

The barber saw Avrohom sitting 
silently on a chair in the middle of 
the house, lost in thought. So he 
said, “Perhaps you’d like a trim, Reb 
Avrohom?” 

Avrohom kept quiet and didn’t 
answer. Well, when you don’t say 
“no,” that obviously means “yes.” So 
the barber laid out his towel, his scis-
sors, his bowl, his soap, and his razor 
and went about the job. He snipped 
and snipped, and then he asked, 
“Enough, Reb Avrohom?” 

Avrohom was silent. So the barber 
went on clipping. Avrohom began to 
look like a shorn sheep. The barber 

asked, “Enough?” 
Avrohom was silent. So the barber 

thought, “What kind of a hard case 
is this? Well, so be it; there’s only one 
thing to do!”

So he took the soap, lathered up 
Avrohom’s head, and shaved it. Having 
done so, the barber said, “Such a long 
beard doesn’t go with such a bare 
pate. Trim it a bit?” 

Avrohom was silent: Mr. Stubborn 
through and through. The barber 
started in on his beard, cutting and 
cutting, and Avrohom was silent. The 
barber spared no effort in shaving off 
Avrohom’s beautiful beard. Avrohom 
kept silent through it all. 

m
The barber gathered his towel, his 

scissors, his bowl, and his soap and said 
to Avrohom, “Well, Reb Avrohom, I’ve 
trimmed and shaved you, so pay me.” 

Avrohom seethed and boiled inside. 
Who had asked the barber to cut and 
shave his hair? And what’s more, he 
wanted to be paid for his lovely work! 
Some nice new look he’d gotten! A 
Jew without a beard and sidelocks— 
how could he show himself in public?” 

Thus reasoned Reb Avrohom, but he 
kept silent. He surely wouldn’t be the 
first to speak. The barber complained, 
“I’m a Jew, a poor man. I’ve worked. 
Now pay me!” 

The barber talked and talked, but 
Avrohom said nothing. Eventually 
the barber got angry and said, “Is 
that how it is? You’re stubborn? You 
don’t want to answer? I’ll teach you a 
lesson!” 

And the barber didn’t hold back: 
he went out into the street, picked 
up large handfuls of mud, and began 

The Teacher
Mashe Shtuker-Payuk

Tomorrow a new teacher comes 
Woohoo! It makes me very glad 

I’ve worked so hard on all my tricks 
And little ways of being bad 

Before he gets to know the class 
Each and every single one 

I’ll have my mischief at the ready 
All my games and all my fun 

But I’d rejoiced in vain it seems: 
Before I could see my plans through, 
He fixed me with just one good look 
He knew just what I’d hoped to do 

How did he guess before he saw 
The slightest little thing at all? 

Heh heh, the teacher must have been 
Just like me when he was small.

About Mashe Shtuker-Payuk (1914-1988): Born in Poland, Shtuker emigrated 
to Argentina with her family in 1925 and farmed on the Montefiore settle-
ment, one of several Jewish utopian agricultural settlements throughout North 
and South America. She became a kindergarten teacher in Buenos Aires, and 
published several books. Her work for children was widely anthologized and 
translated into Hebrew and Spanish. In 1974, she moved to Israel. Her epitaph 
reads, “It’s good to be young and to sing your own song, aloud and free.”

BOOK EXCERPT, continued from page 22

About Solomon Simon (1895-1970): Born Shloyme Shimonovitsh in the town 
of Kalinkovitsh near Minsk in Byelorussia (Belarus), Simon escaped conscrip-
tion in the tsar’s army by fleeing to the United States in 1913. He studied 
English at night while holding odd jobs, and served in the US Army starting 
in 1918, after which he taught Hebrew in the New York area. He became a 
dentist, but only worked enough to support his family while he focused on 
his writing. He became involved with the Sholem Aleichem Folk Institute, and 
other organizations committed to secularist Yiddish culture. He wrote for chil-
dren and, later in his career, for adults. He died in Miami Beach.

to smear it all over Avrohom’s shaved 
head and face, and then he left the 
house without even shutting the door. 

m
No sooner did the barber leave 

than Mirtl, Avrohom’s wife, came in. 
She took one look at Avrohom and 
clapped her hands together, saying, 
“Woe is me! Alas and alack! What did 

they do to you? You look just like a 
demon!” 

Avrohom got up from his chair and 
said very calmly, “You were the first 
to speak. So please go and close the 
door!” 

Mirtl went and closed the door. 
After all, a deal’s a deal!
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Since the entire miracle of Purim came 
about through wine, our sages obligated us 
to … at least to drink more than what we 

are used to in order to remember the  
great miracle.

CULTURE & ARTS

with Yiddish students and the 
careers they are pursuing once they 
finish their studies may give some 
indication on how secular Yiddish 
will be developing in the years to 
come. Would you share some career 
paths of your former students with 
us? Are they working with Yiddish 
or using the language in other ways?

Students come to Yiddish classes 
for a wide variety of reasons. Some 
want to connect with their family heri-
tage through the culture; some have 
academic interests in fields related to 
Jewish studies; others are interested in 
the linguistics of Germanic languages; 
still others are artists who want to 
authentically express their ancestral 
culture in their art; some are inter-
ested in the political movements that 
have a shared history with Yiddish. As 
a result, the role that Yiddish plays in 
their career paths also varies greatly. 
I have former students using Yiddish 
in a variety of ways: as professors of 
Polish and modern European history; 
as artists in the Yiddish theater; as 
songwriters who are setting Yiddish 
poetry to song; as Judaica librarians; 
as filmmakers and playwrights; as 
Yiddish tutors and Yiddish teachers 
themselves! Of course not all students 
end up engaging with Yiddish in their 
main professional or creative pursuits 
so directly; many of these students, 
however, still engage with Yiddish 
language and culture in their personal 
lives by attending concerts, lectures, 
and festivals, and socializing in 
Yiddish, among other things.

In your view, is there a chance 
that Yiddish – in a secular context – 
will make a comeback as a language, 
people are using in their everyday 
lives?

People are already using Yiddish 
in their everyday lives. It may not be 
a widespread vernacular outside of 
Hasidic communities, but for anyone 
who is interested in connecting to the 
language in any of the ways mentioned 
above, plenty of opportunities are 
available. My goal as a teacher and 
textbook author is to provide learners 
with the resources they need to make 
Yiddish their own and to guide them 
in exploring everything the culture 
has to offer. The majority of the 
world’s languages are in fact minority 
languages. I hope the resources we’re 
building for Yiddish demonstrate that 
there are many ways of cultivating, 
preserving, and living in a language 
that don’t require using it as your 
primary mode of communication.

Frank Gabel is a translator and 
freelance journalist. He blogs about 
Yiddish/Jewish culture at www.nayes.
news. This story originally appeared on 
Lingoblog, a platform based in Denmark 
that provides fun, knowledge, and 
informed opinions on language and 
linguistics (the science of language) to 
all with a passion for languages.

In eynem: The New Yiddish Textbook 
(White Goat Press) can be ordered 
from the Yiddish Book Center’s online 
shop. 

YIDDISH TEXTBOOK, continued from page 20

Alcohol on Purim 
Are Jews really obligated to drink to the point of not knowing 
the difference between Haman and Mordecai? 
By Jeffrey Spitzer / My Jewish Learning

When it comes to drinking on 
Purim, the Talmud clearly under-
stood what the scroll of Esther (the 
Megillah) was all about. In practically 
every chapter of the Megillah, someone 
is imbibing heavily at a drinking 
party. And the scroll concludes with 
Mordecai’s instruction to the entire 
Jewish people to celebrate these days 
as “yemei mishteh v’simchah, days of 
drinking and rejoicing” ( Esther 9:22 ). 

An ambiguous law like that, 
however, would not be left unqualified 
by the rabbis. On Passover, precise 
amounts are defined so that one may 
fulfill the obligations of eating matzah 
and drinking the four cups of wine. So 
one might expect that the rabbis would 
define “days of drinking” in terms of 
the volume of wine or the number of 
hours one would be obligated to drink. 
the rabbis of the Talmud paid close 
attention to the nature of the obli-
gation. On Passover, the four cups 
of wine are for joy and for sanctifi-
cation, but they also have symbolic 
associations with the expressions 
that God used for Israel’s redemp-
tion. On Purim, however, the wine (or 
liquor) is not symbolic. It is functional. 
Consequently, the nature of the obli-
gation is not defined by volume, but 
rather, by the effect upon the drinker. 
Purim Talmud Megillah 

How Drunk Is Drunk? 
“Rava said: It is one’s duty leva-

sumei, to make oneself fragrant [with 
wine] on Purim until one cannot tell 
the difference between ‘arur Haman‘ 
(cursed be Haman) and ‘barukh 
Mordekhai’ (blessed be Mordecai)” 
(Babylonian Talmud, Megillah 7b ). 

What degree of drunkenness is 
meant by this? the word levasumei is 
sometimes translated as “get mellow;” 
others simply say “drink.” The word 
levasumei, however, is from the same 
root as besamim (fragrant spices, like 
those that are smelled during at the 
conclusion of the Sabbath). Minimally, 
one must drink so that others would 
smell it, although if they are also 
drunk, who would be able to check? 
Maximally, one must become, to use a 
technical term, “stinking drunk.” Most 
people assume that one must become 
so befuddled that one can no longer 
distinguish between the most wicked of 
people and the most righteous. Some, 
however, have noted that the two 
phrases, “arur Haman” and “barukh 
Mordekhai” have the same numer-
ical value according to the traditional 
counting of the Hebrew letters called 
gematria. 

This point is somewhat obscure. 
Are we to assume that people are sober 
enough to calculate the gematria of 
these phrases, but drunk enough to get 
the words confused because they have 
the same gematria? However puzzling, 
this seems to be the opinion of the 
17th century halachist R. Abraham 
Abele ben Hayyim haLevi Gombiner. 

Alcohol and Swordplay Don’t Mix 
Perhaps the Talmud tells the 

following story in order to provide some 
degree of clarification of Rava’s require-
ment to get drunk: 

Rabbah and R. Zeira got together for 
Purim Seudah (the feast on the after-
noon of Purim). They got very drunk, 
and Rabbah got up and cut R. Zeira’s 
throat (literally, Rabbah butchered 
him). The next day, Rabbah prayed 
on R. Zeira’s behalf and brought him 
back to life. A year later, Rabbah 
asked, “Would you like to have Purim 
Seudah with me again this year?” R. 
Zeira replied, “One cannot count on a 

miracle every time.” 
Cute story, but what does it have 

to do with how much one is supposed 
to drink? Traditional interpreters 
have four basic approaches. The most 
eminent sources, including the Rosh, 
the Tur, and Yosef Karo, simply quote 
Rava’s statement that one “becomes 
fragrant” without any reference to the 
story of Rabbah. Presumably, R. Zeira 
had a hard night, but why should that 
spoil the party for everyone else?!

The opposite approach is attributed 
to the late 11th-century North African 
halachist Rabbenu Ephraim ibn Avi 
Alragan, “Based on the story of Rabbah 
getting up and slaughtering R. Zeira, 
we reject the statement of Rava, and it 
is wrong to act in such a way” (quoted 
by the Ra”n, ad. loc.).

Maimonides, however, replaces 
the “can’t tell the difference between 
Haman and Mordecai” standard with 
one that is more easily appraised:

How does one fulfill the obligation 
of the Purim Seudah? One should eat 
meat and prepare as nice a meal as 
one can afford and drink wine until 
one becomes drunk and 
falls asleep from drunk-
enness. (Laws of Megillah 
2:15)

Falls asleep? Many 
contemporary hala-
chists see Maimonides 
as limiting the applica-
tion of Rava’s “can’t tell 
the difference…” rule; 
one only has to get drunk 
enough to fall asleep. This reading 
is strange. Rigorous double-blind 
controlled testing reports that one 
loses the ability to count up gematria 
significantly quicker than one passes 
out in a drunken stupor. Nevertheless, 
if Maimonides, who was, after all, a 
doctor, says that one hasn’t fulfilled 
one’s obligation until one is out cold on 
the floor, then maybe that should be 
the standard. Of course, from a public 
health perspective, going to sleep is 
preferable to picking up a sword (or car 
keys).

Maimonides’ reading finds substan-
tial support in the comments of the 
16th-century Talmud commentator 
R. Samuel Eliezer ben Judah haLevi 
Edels, better known as the Maharsha. 
The Maharsha understands the story 
of Rabbah and R. Zeira as an example 
of figurative language:

It is surprising to explain this as if 
Rabbah actually committed this crime, 
but rather, it is as if Rabbah butch-
ered him. That is to say, Rabbah urged 
R. Zeira to drink too much until he 
got sick and almost died… The words 
“brought him back to life” in both the 
Bible and the Talmud can simply mean 
healing. If the Maharsha’s reading 
underlies Maimonides’ ruling that one 
should drink until one passes out, 
then perhaps, against the opinion of 
Rabbenu Ephraim ibn Avi Alragan, the 
story of Rabbah and R. Zeira is meant 
to be indicative of normative practice 
(the drinking, not the swordplay).

As the Italian commentator, R. 
Hizkiyah ben David DaSilva points 
out, if the story of Rabbah were meant 
to indicate that Rava’s rule had been 
rejected, then why would R. Zeira 
refuse to join Rabbah the following 
year? Clearly, R. Zeira expected that 
Rabbah would continue to drink 
heavily on Purim (Peri Hadash). 
Following this line of reasoning, the 
point of the story is that one should get 
drunk until one is “dead to the world.” 
Hopefully, one also has a friend who 
can nurse one back to sobriety, or at 
least back to consciousness.

When Not To Drink on Purim
More recent halachic commentators 

have been somewhat more limited. The 
18th-century codifier, R. Abraham ben 
Yehiel Michal Danzig wrote:

Since the entire miracle of Purim 
came about through wine, our sages 

obligated us to get drunk, or at least to 
drink more than what we are used to, 
in order to remember the great miracle. 
However, if one knows oneself, and 
is likely to neglect the performance 
of a mitzvah [commandment], such 
as washing one’s hands before eating 
bread or making a blessing over food 

before and after eating or that one 
might forget to pray or might act in a 
light-headed way, it is better not to get 
drunk. (Quoted in Be’ur Halakhah 694, 
s.v. “Ad”)

Don’t get so drunk that you forget 
to perform any mitzvot. And count 
among those mitzvot the contemporary 

obligation to have a desig-
nated driver. Cars can be 
like Rabbah’s sword, and 
one cannot count on a 
miracle.

My Jewish Learning, 
part of 70 Faces Media, 
endeavors to empower 
Jewish discovery for 

anyone interested in learning more. 
The site offers thousands of articles, 
videos, and other resources to navigate 
all aspects of Judaism and Jewish life 
— from food to history to beliefs and 
practices. Sign up for the daily news-
letter at www.myjewishlearning.com. 
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