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An ambitious Diaspora documentation project  
undertaken with posterity in mind

All It’s Cracked Up to Be – 
Local Chiropractor Energized by Israel Bike 
Tour to Support Wounded Soldiers

Going to visit Israel for the first 
time, “I expected to be blown away,” 
says Stephen Tosk, a Pittsfield chiro-
practor who last October participated 
in the inaugural Friends of the Israel 
Defense Forces (FIDF) “Israel on Two 
Wheels” bicycle tour. “What I didn’t 
know was how blown away I would 
be.”

Tosk, a diehard fitness enthu-
siast, chose to tour the Holy Land 
via a route perhaps only slightly 

less arduous than the one taken by 
the Children of Israel after they left 
Egypt – 385 miles over six days, with 
climbs totaling more than 31,000 
feet. The ride took Tosk and 30 other 
riders first on a loop through the 
high country of the Galilee and up 
the summit of Mt. Hermon (9,232 
feet), and then concluded with a 
tour south through the Negev to the 

Since 2006, photographer/architect Louis Davidson has been capturing images 
of distinctive synagogues throughout the world (including Hevreh of Southern 
Berkshire) and sharing them on his website www.synagogues360.org. Not only 
does Davidson capture conventional photos of the synagogues’ interiors, exteriors, 
and architectural flourishes, he also uses software to create 360° panoramic views 
of the interiors so that visitors to his site can virtually experience these historic 
houses of worship. For more on Synagogues360, please turn to page 28. (Above is 
Temple Bnai Tikvah (2011) in Calgary, Alberta).

World-changing Israeli Technologies 
Wow at Global Investor Summit
By Maayan Jaffe-Hoffman/JNS.org

JERUSALEM – You’re cruising along 
the highway. Suddenly, your car starts 
to sputter, your engine grumbles, and 
your car comes to a screeching halt. 
The tow truck drags the car to a local 
auto mechanic. Damage: $1,000. 

You have no idea whether or not the 
mechanic is trying to do one over on 
you, but you will soon, thanks to an 
Israeli innovation.

Engie puts the car owner in the 
driver’s seat by providing a special 

malfunction reader that simply plugs 
into your car to assess the problem. 
It then transports the data on the 
malfunction via Bluetooth technology 
to an app that offers more information 
on the damage and helps determine 
how much the repair should cost. If 
you want (and you’re in Israel), you can 
even get quotes from up to 100 me-
chanics in the Tel Aviv area.

KNOSH & KNOWLEDGE, continued on 
page 5

Noted Author Sonia Pilcer to Speak 
About Her Work at the March 11 
Knosh & Knowledge
GREAT BARRINGTON – On Friday, 
March 11, Knosh & Knowledge will 
host Sonia Pilcer, second generation 
descendant of Holocaust survivors, 
award-winning author, screenwriter, 
writing guru, and dramatist. She is 
the author of six novels, including The 
Holocaust Kid, an autobiographical 
novel inspired by her family’s experi-
ences. This Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires program will take place 
at Hevreh of Southern Berkshire at 
10:45 a.m., and will be followed by 
lunch.

Pilcer will discuss what it means 
to grow up as an American girl, living 
under the shadow of the Holocaust, 
but with no real experience of the 
horror. She says she became a writer 
to try to understand this paradox. She 
will share excerpts from several of her 
books to illustrate how, as one of her 
parents’ family friends from Europe 
said, “No matter what the subject, we 
always end up talking about the war.”

The Holocaust has long been a 
theme in her work. In 1982, while 
living in Israel and teaching at the 

Hebrew University, Pilcer began The 
Holocaust Kid, which was published 
in 2001. The theatrical adaptation, 
which she wrote, has been produced 
in New York and in a staged reading 
at Shakespeare & Company in Lenox. 
Pilcer also wrote the influential essay 
“2G” for a national publication, which 
coined the term for Second Generation 
(children of Holocaust survivors). This 
controversial essay has been widely 
anthologized.

The Last Hotel: A Novel in Suites, 
Pilcer’s latest work, is written in a style 

Sonia Pilcer
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The scene at the OurCrowd Global Investor Summit in Jerusalem
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Rabbi Reflections
Purim – A Holiday of Hiding and Revealing
By Rabbi Rachel Barenblat

Because this year is a leap year on the Jew-
ish calendar, we’ve had an extra month between 
Tu BiShvat and Purim... but Purim will be here 
soon, not long after the vernal equinox that 
marks the official first day of spring.

I used to think Purim 
was just a kids’ holiday, 
an opportunity to dress 
up and make noise in 
shul. But even though 
I have a kindergartener 
who loves the schtick 
and silliness of Purim, 
I’ve come to savor Purim 
for the gifts it offers 
me as an adult. Each 
year, Purim teaches me 
again how to find divine 

presence in places and times which I might otherwise have 
mistakenly imagined to be devoid of God.

Here’s a bit of wordplay which reflects some of what I’m 
talking about. Purim features a megillah (scroll) in which 
God is never explicitly megaleh (revealed). God’s explicit 
presence is nistar (hidden) in this book – as Esther (can 
you hear the connection between “Esther” and “nistar”?) hides her Jewishness 
when she enters the royal palace.

But Esther reveals her Jewishness when her people need her, and God’s pres-
ence is woven throughout the story in the twists and turns of providence. Purim 
is a holiday of hiding and revealing. At Purim, God hides in plain sight.

I love the idea that God can hide in plain sight. Because if God can be hidden, 
then any place where (or time when) I feel as though God’s presence is missing, 
it’s possible I might be wrong about that. Our tradition contains this wisdom in a 
variety of places: not only implicitly in the Purim story, but explicitly in the Tikku-
nei Zohar, which teaches that there is no place devoid of the divine presence.

Here’s what that means to me. No matter where we are, no matter what we’re 
doing, God is with us. No matter what we are feeling – even if what we are feeling 

is frustration, or loneliness, or grief – God is with us. Even at times when life feels 
hopeless and we feel existentially alone, God is with us. Even when God’s pres-
ence is neither visible nor palpable, God is with us.

I don’t know what the word “God” means to you. I know that for some of us, 
that word is freighted, or opaque, or alienating. Fortunately our tradition offers 

us plenty of other words to try on. 
One of my favorites right now is the 
Hebrew word Havayah. It’s a reshuf-
fling of the letters yud-heh-vav-heh, 
the four-letter Name of God which 
is found in Torah and which is often 
understood as a permutation of the 
verb “to be.” But Havayah can also 
be understood to mean “The Accom-
panier,” or “The One Who Accompa-
nies.”

When I use the name Havayah, 
I’m reminding myself that I never 
need to feel alone. I’m reminding my-
self, as the Purim story reminds me, 
that even when God seems hidden, 
that doesn’t mean there is no source 
of holiness in the world. Maybe what 
I’m experiencing is just a divine 

game of hide-and-seek. Maybe God hides in order that we might do the work of 
seeking. Maybe the seeking itself is what I really need to find... and I’m never tru-
ly doing it alone, because the One Who Accompanies is always with me.

These are intense theological musings to have been sparked by a scroll which 
is, on the surface, a bawdy soap opera about a long-ago Persian court! For me, 
that’s precisely the point. Purim teaches me to seek (and find) depth, or meaning, 
or God, even in the unlikeliest of places. May you find wondrous things in unlike-
ly places, this spring and always.

Rabbi Rachel Barenblat is the spiritual leader of Congregation Beth Israel in North 
Adams and national co-chair of ALEPH: the Alliance for Jewish Renewal.

Letters to the Editor

KI Students Reflect on Museum Trip
To the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires and Jewish Women’s Foundation of 
Berkshire County:

Amazing Summers Thanks to Federation
Dear Jewish Federation:

Thank you so much for the scholarship for Camp Eisner. I learned so much 
from Olim Summer from my counselors and from this program called ‘Becoming 
Olim,’ which taught me how I can be a leader in my community and at camp.

Shabbat is one of my favorite things about camp, and was even more special 
this year because we were in Olim. I love services and song sessions and Israeli 
dancing!

It’s sad to think that my days as a camper at Eisner are over, but I’ve had so 
many amazing summers that I definitely don’t feel like my time is really over. I 
hope that maybe one year I will become a counselor and that I can go on the Isra-
el trip.

Thank you so much again.

Sincerely, 
Pailey Feakes

“The Holocaust was an attempted 
genocide of the Jewish people led by 
Hitler.” 

“The Nazis killed 6 million Jews.” 
“Six million Jews died and 5 million 

others died.” 

“People were stuck in gas showers 
so they died and the remains of their 
bodies were burned.”

These statements were from Con-
gregation Knesset Israel students 
referring to what they knew about the 
Holocaust before visiting the Museum 
of Jewish Heritage in New York City on 
November 22, 2015. The visit to the 
museum moved them and enlightened 
them in many ways, beginning with 
the strategic placement of the museum 
across from the Statue of Liberty, a 
symbol of hope, freedom and equality. 

They saw evidence illustrating how 
Germans taught their children to hate 
Jews through board games. The scope 
of the Holocaust, as well as the old 
stereotypes that Jews have big noses 
or horns, were both made clearer to 
them as we traveled through the exhib-
its. The information that the students 
would like to see shared beyond their 
Jewish community are:

“It wasn’t simply the Germans who 
killed the Jews, it was the Nazis.”

“That the Holocaust killed tons of 
non-Jews too.”

“That we are not different and we 
are not evil. We don’t have horns and 
we don’t all have big noses.”

“There were non-Jews (some Ger-
man and others) who saved thousands 
of Jews from the Nazis by bringing 
them into their homes.”

“Non-Jewish people should know 
that the Jewish people survived the 
Holocaust and that they are still thriv-
ing today.”

Every student said that they would 
visit the museum again. They loved the 
Garden of Stones with its trees growing 
through rocks, symbolizing life from 
death, overcoming hardship, and the 
possibility of a healthy future despite 
coming from dire times. A definite 
highlight of the trip was the opportu-
nity to hear from the featured survivor, 
Toby Levy. Toby spoke to them about 
her experience as a child in the Ho-
locaust and how she survived due to 
the bravery of non-Jews who hid her 
and protected her. Her journey to the 
United States, including years in dis-
placed person camps, was fascinating 
and intriguing to the students – they 
recounted her stories during our dis-
cussion many days after the trip. Toby 
and the Museum of Jewish Heritage 
had a great impact on the KI B’nai 
Mitzvah students who attended and we 
are all grateful to the Jewish Federa-
tion of the Berkshires and the Women’s 
Foundation for making this experience 
possible.

Elisa Snowise
B’nai Mitzvah Teacher & 
Coordinator
Congregation Knesset Israel 
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As we close the books on our 2015 Annual 
Campaign, I cannot contain my excitement and 
gratitude to the donors, solicitors, and volunteers 
whose collective efforts helped us surpass our cam-
paign goal and raise over $787,000 this year! 

Kudos to Marcie Greenfield Simons, who started 
us off with a tremendous Super Sunday, and ku-
dos to all the volunteers and board members who 
called, spoke with, and/or visited so many people 
in our community in order to share the critical role 
of Federation and to ask for support. A very special 
thanks to the Spitz Tuchman Family Fund, Stuart 
and Ellen Masters, and Michael and Joan Ury for 
establishing this year’s matching grant challenge, 
which propelled the campaign forward and helped 
us surpass our goal. 

Thank you also to Executive Director Dara 
Kaufman and her Federation staff for the tremen-

dous job they do in supporting our effort to build, strengthen, and care for our 
community on a daily basis. 

Without the support of professionals, volunteers, and community members, we 
simply would not be able to sustain this wonderful Jewish community in which 
we live. 

How many more people will this funding allow us to help? That will be the 
critical question on the minds of the members of the Federation’s Allocations 
Committee, who are currently busy reviewing grant proposals in order to allocate 
much of this funding in 2016. They will put much thought into many important 
choices, such as how to balance the need to support a quality Jewish education 
for young people at our local institutions against the importance of funding  
identity-building experiences for them at Jewish summer camps and on Birth-
right trips to Israel. 

The Allocations Committee will also determine how, through the Jewish Fed-
erations of North America (JFNA), we will support the programs of our Israel and 
overseas beneficiaries – the Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI), the American Joint 
Distribution Committee (JDC), and World ORT. These dollars support the care of 
fragile Jewish populations, engage new leaders, and help build Jewish community 
worldwide. In addition, the committee will decide on allocations that will be made 
to specific social service organizations in Israel that care for elderly Holocaust 
survivors, abused children, and the disabled. 

In light of the ongoing terror attacks in Europe and Israel, there is no doubt in 
my mind that there will be much discussion regarding the current needs in Israel 
and overseas. It can sometimes feel overwhelming to listen to the news reports or 
read the newspaper these days. I often feel like I want to change the channel or 
simply not read the reports. However, we in the Jewish community – tied togeth-
er through an enduring bond and responsibility for one another – know that the 
stakes are too high to simply tune out. It is Federation’s ongoing and collective 
support that keeps Jewish life alive and helps our extended Jewish family around 
the world become whole again. In doing so, it makes us whole as well. 

There is a joke about a waiter dealing with a table of demanding and seeming-
ly not-to-be-satisfied Jewish diners. As he makes his rounds, asking diners “Is 
everything okay?” At this specific table, he stops and asks “Is anything okay?” It 
seems it is in our nature as a people never to be satisfied. 

Is anything okay? Absolutely! Take a look at our annual report on page 14 to 
see how much we accomplished in 2015. Our campaign is slowly growing, and 
we fully funded our schools and camp requests last year. We have successfully 
changed the format of a number of our programs and engaged record numbers of 
people across our community. We are on track to do even more in 2016. 

Is everything OK? Of course not! And we should never become complacent to 
even think so. It is tremendous that our fundraising efforts have been as success-
ful as they are. And we should celebrate the diligent use of those funds in our 
community and through our allocations process. But we should also remember 
that another few dollars could have bought another meal for an elderly couple in 
Odessa or a much needed medicine for a child in Kiev. Think what another $20 or 
another $100 could do. 

Shimon Peres, Israel’s immediate past president, once wrote a wonderful 
essay in which he describes the Jewish People as a dissatisfied nation. “From our 
early days,” he writes, “we rejected ignorance and postponed satisfaction. Jewish 
children are taught to question everything, and the habit is never lost. It is that 
ongoing quest for betterment which has made us a people of research, a people of 
demand, a people of questions, a people of Tikkun Olam, never content with the 
world as it is and always believing and striving to improve it.”

Every day, we have things to be proud of as a dynamic, responsive, and caring 
Jewish community. Every day, we must also struggle to determine what we can 
do better, how we can engage more, do more, and be more for our community and 
for the Jewish people in the Berkshires and the world. 

Thank you all for your support, your generosity, and your confidence in the 
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires. 

In My View
After a Banner Fundraising Year, Time for Important Choices 
By Amy Lindner-Lesser, President, Jewish Federation of the Berkshires

The color photography in this issue of the Berkshire  
Jewish Voice is made possible through the generosity of  
Milton Lestz and Adam Irick, honorary publishers. The 
staff of the Federation and the BJV are deeply grateful.
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Young Judaism
Pittsfield Native, Supported by Federation, Finding Fulfillment in Israel
By Jesse Shulman

My name is Jesse Shulman and I am 25 years 
old. I grew up in Pittsfield and am affiliated with 
Temple Anshe Amunim, where I had my bar mitz-
vah and was confirmed. I never considered myself 
religious or Zionistic in any way. Growing up, I 
was mostly into sports and just having a good 
time. I went to college for a year and then decided 
that it wasn’t for me at that time. I worked for a 
few years, and was pretty bored with my life in 
Pittsfield and my job at a plastics factory. I con-
templated joining the US Navy, but was not sure I 
really wanted to. 

For years, my mother kept asking me to sign 
up for Birthright Israel. Finally, I decided to do 
that in June of 2015. That is when my life began 
to change. 

I was very nervous about going and not know-
ing what to expect. From the moment I got to the airport, however, I started meet-
ing the people in our group (my cousin Michael also went).We had such a great 
time when we arrived. We went through the Israel Outdoors program and hiked, 
went swimming in the Dead Sea, rode camels in the Negev, rafted in the Jordan 
River, and observed Shabbat at Lake Tiberias. We explored Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, 
Caesaria, and the Negev. During the program, eight Israelis joined our group, half 
having just finished the army and the other half still in it. I found that I made 
friends with them easily – in other words, we hung out together. I was sad when 
they had to leave our group after a few days, but I knew, somehow, I would see 
them again. 

By then, our Birthright program was almost over – the 10 days flew by fast. 
I did not want to leave, because I found Israel so welcoming and really liked the 
people, but had no extra money to stay. I wanted to learn more about the history 
and culture because I felt a connection that I never had before. I texted my mom 
about how I was feeling, and she said we might be able to figure out a way for 
me to return to Israel after I returned home. She added that she had never seen 
me so enthusiastic about anything in my life (other that the Red Sox winning the 
World Series). 

When I got back to the US, all I wanted to do was return to Israel. My mom 
and I researched programs that MASA offered. Through Destination Israel, we 
found a 5-month program for hotels and tourism in Eilat that sounded amazing, 
and that would be made affordable for me with the help of the Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires, the Grinspoon Foundation, and Temple Anshe Amunim. It 
included training in aspects of hotel and restaurant fields, Ulpan, an apartment, 
meals, and even field trips and group activities. 

Well, I applied and was accepted. The best part was that it started one month 

after I returned from Birthright.
So off I went again, back to Israel, and this time I was really nervous because I 

went alone, not in a group with a bunch of Americans. Upon arriving in Tel Aviv, 
I immediately made friends with others in the program, all people from the ages 
of 18-30. They were from all over – Russia, Belarus, Ukraine, England, Argentina, 
USA, and many other countries. We toured for a few days before heading to Eilat, 
and I felt at home being back in Israel, walking around Tel Aviv and Haifa. It was 
amazing to meet so many young Jewish adults from all over the world. Everyone 
spoke English, (some better than others), but we all took Ulpan to learn Hebrew. 
We worked at our hotels 4 days a week, 9 hours a day, and were given bus passes 
to come and go from our apartments back to the hotel for meals. (BTW, all the 
gourmet meals at the hotel were for the tourists. We got to eat lots of salad, rice, 
cheeses, yogurt, etc.). 

Eilat is a small city, maybe the size of Pittsfield (population). It is friendly and 
quite beautiful, with desert, mountains, and the Red Sea surrounding it. Very 
touristy, though – I didn’t really feel like I was in Israel. There were several Israeli 
army bases nearby bordering Jordan and Egypt, and we were not allowed to trav-
el outside of Israel. And as I imagined I would, I met up with one of my friends in 
the army who I met on Birthright. It was great! 

I enjoyed my experience, especially the bartending classes. We were trained by 
the best bartender in Israel and upon passing the course, we received an inter-
national bartending license. Our program also included community service. Once 
a week, we volunteered with troubled kids, autistic kids, or by helping out in an 
animal shelter. Also, we were given the choice of having a host family for Shabbat 
and the holidays. The only complaint I had the whole time was the heat. It got up 
to 115 degrees in the summer in Eilat – brutal, but better when fall arrived. 

The program included field trips around Israel. We were bused to the desert, 
where we hiked, rode camels, and slept in tents. We also went to Jerusalem. 
During a 10-day break, I chose to visit friends I made in Israel, and spent my time 
in Netanya and Tel Aviv. Tel Aviv is such a vibrant and fun city. That led me to do 
some more thinking about returning home. I missed everyone: my family, friends, 
and my dogs, but knew I wanted to return to Israel after a visit home. 

I contacted the office at Destination Israel and inquired about other programs. 
They have been super helpful. They have offered me an opportunity to intern in 
Tel Aviv for another 5 months in an internship of my choice. I am currently de-
ciding if I want to continue in the hotel/tourism track or choose something in the 
information technology field. I am really looking forward to returning and living in 
Tel Aviv. It will be quite a change from Eilat. Many of the friends I made in Israel 
are making aliyah, and some are already in Tel Aviv, living and working.

In conclusion, I highly recommend that everyone who can go on Birthright 
Israel – they will fall in love with Israel and the people, as I did. Also, if you are 
a parent, don’t give up on encouraging your kids to go. Birthright really changes 
your whole perspective on life. It led me back to the land I love…

Guest Commentary
The Anti-Israel Trend You’ve Never Heard Of
By David Bernstein
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NEW YORK (JTA) — If you want to understand 
why the boycott, divestment, and sanctions move-
ment, or BDS, has gained so much ground in the 
past two years, look no further than intersection-
ality, the study of related systems of oppression.

Intersectionality holds that various forms of op-
pression — racism, sexism, classism, ableism, and 
homophobia — constitute an intersecting system 
of oppression. In this worldview, a transcendent 
white, male, heterosexual power structure keeps 
down marginalized groups. Uniting oppressed 
groups, the theory goes, strengthens them against 
the dominant power structure.

As you might have guessed, the BDS movement 
has successfully injected the anti-Israel cause into 

these intersecting forms of oppression and itself into the interlocking commu-
nities of people who hold by them. So it’s increasingly likely that if a group sees 
itself as oppressed, it will see Israel as part of the dominant power structure doing 
the oppressing and Palestinians as fellow victims. That oppressed group will be 
susceptible to joining forces with the BDS movement.

At Columbia University, Students for Justice in Palestine managed to form an 
alliance with No Red Tape, a student group fighting sexual violence. What does 
opposing sexual violence have to do with Israel and the Palestinians?

“The way that No Red Tape conceives of sexual violence is a form of oppression 
that is related…to other forms of oppression,” said one group member.

“Sexual violence is a deeper political issue, and it cannot be divorced or sepa-
rated from other oppressed identities,” said another No Red Tape member.

Intersectionality with the anti-Israel cause, unfortunately, has not been limited 
to groups working against sexual violence at Columbia. The anti-Israel website 
Mondoweiss recently declared that “since Mike Brown was shot by police in Fer-
guson ... solidarity between the Black Lives Matter and Palestine movements has 
become an increasingly central tenet of both struggles.”

Other examples of groups and causes intersecting with BDS supporters 
abound, both on and off campus.

While anti-Israelism has long found a sympathetic ear among segments of the 
far left, it has not, until recently, enjoyed much popularity among ethnic minori-
ties. Moreover, until recently, BDS supporters probably weren’t organized enough 
to do the necessary outreach to and stewardship of fellow marginalized groups. 
Now, evidently, they are.

While he never uses the term intersectionality, Mark Yudof, president emer-
itus of the University of California system and chair of the recently established 
Academic Engagement Network, which aims to fight anti-Israel sentiment on cam-
pus, ominously describes efforts to “connect the dots” and “co-opt the language of 
human rights.” The BDS movement is “moving to integrate itself with nearly every 
progressive campus cause,” Yudof said.

In other words, intersectionality with anti-Israel forces is not just some faddish 
academic theory bandied about by radical academics and sociology majors. BDS 

supporters are building alliances, and using those relationships as an opportuni-
ty to sell their cause. Much more than a theoretical framework, intersectionality is 
a comprehensive community relations strategy.

Nor will intersectionality remain primarily a campus phenomenon for long. 
Yudof worries that “future leaders of America will be viscerally anti-Israel because 
of the distorted discourse on today’s campuses.” He points out that “what hap-
pens on campus never stays on campus.”

Indeed, the growing acceptance of intersectionality arguably poses the most 
significant community relations challenge of our time. Ultimately, how popular — 
and threatening — intersectionality becomes depends on the degree to which the 
far left, constituting about 10 percent of society, is successful in inculcating its 
black-and-white worldview, simplistic perspectives and resentment toward those 
perceived as powerful with the mainstream left. But we can influence the direc-
tion of this discussion.

Publicly attacking intersectionality and its adherents is not likely to do much 
damage. To the contrary, calling out Israel’s detractors can paradoxically have the 
effect of popularizing their views and bringing them further into the mainstream.

Rather, the Jewish community and especially, the Jewish community relations 
movement, must do more to establish our own intersectionality with groups on 
the mainstream left, which is not nearly as prone to radical currents. Strength-
ening ties to these more moderate groups will erect a firewall between the far left 
and mainstream left on Israel, making it far less likely that the latter will ever 
take the bait from the BDS movement.

To do this, we need to understand the various issues and causes of the groups 
that make up this segment of the population, and make common cause whenever 
possible. Promoting Israel alone is not going to cut it because the various groups 
will have no reason or incentive to join forces with us. Just as BDS supporters 
embrace the agendas of the groups they seek to persuade, we must work on is-
sues our key partners deem important.

We may not be able to discredit intersectionality with Israel across the board, 
but we can limit its reach.

David Bernstein is the president and CEO of the Jewish Council for Public Affairs, 
the representative voice of the Jewish community relations movement. Formerly the 
head of the David Project, he assumed this role at JCPA in January.
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Your Federation Presents

KNOSH & KNOWLEDGE, continued from page 1

that has been described as 
“... Elie Wiesel shot through 
with a heavy dose of Henry 
Miller and a little bit of early 
Philip Roth for good measure.” 
The novel begins in post-war 
Poland, and covers the family’s 
time in the Landsberg Dis-
placed Persons Camp and the 
arrival of a daughter, whose 
life the narrative follows as she 
becomes an “American girl.” 
Suite by suite, the entire book 
was excerpted weekly in the 
Berkshire Edge.

In her first novel, Teen 
Angel, she wrote about her 
adolescence in Washington 
Heights, and joining a girl’s 
gang. Maiden Rites, her second 
novel, followed her heroine 
from Queens in her attempt 
to fall in love and lose her vir-
ginity to a Columbia student. 
I-LAND presented a series 
of monologues by a group 
of Manhattan singles on the 
make during one long day and 
night. 

Pilcer brings a theatrical 
flair to her presentations, 
having worked with many 
actors and directors. She sold 
the film rights of Teen Angel 
to Universal Studios, and co-
wrote the screenplay with Gar-

ry Marshall. She wrote Little 
Darlings from a movie script 
and adapted I-LAND into a 
play that ran at the Thirteenth 
Street Repertory Theater for 
six years. Her theatrical ad-
aptation of The Holocaust Kid 
continues to be performed in 
the U.S. and abroad. 

Pilcer has received a New 
York Foundation of Arts grant, 
and fellowships at Yaddo and 
Virginia Center of Creative 
Arts. She is married with one 
son, and lives in New York City 
and in the Berkshires.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires
Venue: Hevreh of Southern 
Berkshire, 270 State Road, Great 
Barrington
Date: Friday, March 11, at 
10:45 a.m. (lunch follows at 
noon)
Advance lunch reservations 
required for this event.
Email jfb.officemanager@veri-
zon.net, or call (413) 442-4360, 
ext. 10
Cost: $11 with fresh buffet 
lunch. Program only, $5.

Save the Date! 
2016 Community Passover Seder, April 22
Continuing an annual Passover tradition, the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires will sponsor 

a Community Passover Seder at Congregation Knesset Israel. Rabbi David Weiner will lead the 
interactive and family friendly Seder on the first night of the holiday, Friday, April 22, starting at 
6:30 p.m. 

All are welcome! For more information, see the insert in this paper.

Be the Good You Want to See in the World!
A Jewish Community Day of Service on April 10

On Sunday, April 10, join the Jewish Feder-
ation of the Berkshires as we mark internation-
al Good Deeds Day with a local Jewish Com-
munity Day of Service, during which we will 
celebrate the value and importance of giving 
back to the community we live in.

Good Deeds Day is an annual tradition of 
good deeds. All over the world, hundreds of 
thousands choose to volunteer and help others, 
putting into practice the simple idea that every 
single person can do something good, be it large 
or small, to improve the lives of others and pos-
itively change the world.

Here in the Berkshires, the Federation is 
providing two ways to join in the good work.

Smiles for Seniors
“Smiles for Seniors” will bring smiles and 

cheer to EPOCH: Assisted Living at Melbourne 
in Pittsfield, as volunteers share a bagel and lox 
breakfast with the senior residents. Families 
can share a PJ Library story with residents, 
as well as decorate cards and assemble fresh 
flowers in vases that will be given to memory 
care residents. 

This event will take place between 10 and 
11:30 a.m. at Melbourne Place, 140 Melbourne 
Road in Pittsfield. T-shirts for volunteers will be 
available while they last. Please RSVP by email 
at jfb.officemanager@verizon.net or by calling 
(413) 442-4360, ext. 10. “Smiles for Seniors” is 
co-sponsored by PJ Library, a program of the 
Harold Grinspoon Foundation that is offered lo-
cally by the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires 

thanks to generous funding from local donors.

Organize Your Own Group Event
The Federation will help your Jewish orga-

nization, social action committee, youth group, 
or Hebrew school kick off and publicize its own 
Good Deeds Day project. The Federation will 
list your event on a special Good Deeds Day 
page on JewishBerkshires.org and include it in 
an e-blast to the entire Jewish community two 
weeks before April 10. 

To get started, you can check out the list of 
event ideas at http://gdd.goodnet.org/ideas. 
One note – please consider time of day and geo-
graphic location when developing your event so 
as not to compete with other events. Check with 
the Federation for scheduling information. 

An online event submission form can be 
found on the Federation’s Good Deeds Day 
page on our website, JewishBerkshires.org. The 
deadline to submit your online event form to 
the Federation is February 16. The Federation 
will submit your community day to the Good 
Deeds Day international organization in order 
to receive free T-shirts for you to distribute to 
your participants. 

To learn more about Good Deeds Day and/
or to register your own event under the umbrel-
la of this Berkshire Jewish Community Day of 
Service please visit: http://jewishberkshires.
org/good-deeds-day 

If you have any questions, please contact 
Susan Frisch Lehrer at (413) 442-4360, ext. 14 
or email jfb.volunteer@verizon.net.

Connecting With Community 
Series / Kosher Hot Lunch

Programs in the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires’ Con-
necting With Community series are free and start at 10:45 a.m. 
most Mondays and Thursdays at Congregation Knesset Israel 
(16 Colt Road, Pittsfield). Programs are followed by a kosher hot 
lunch. Lunch is a $2 suggested donation for adults over 60 years 
of age or $7 for all others. Advance reservations are required for 
lunch and can be made by calling (413) 442-2200 before 9 a.m. 
on the day of the program.

For further information on all programs, please call Nancy 
Maurice Rogers, program director, at (413) 442-4360, ext. 15. 
For lunch menus, please see page 18.

Chair Yoga with Kripalu-Certified Instructor 
Robin Seeley, March 7

Robin Seeley and daughter

On Monday, March 7, at 
10:45 a.m., the Jewish Feder-
ation of the Berkshires pres-
ents a chair yoga class led by 
Kripalu-certified instructor 

Robin Seeley. This free 
program at Congregation 
Knesset Israel, 16 Colt 
Road in Pittsfield, is part 
of the Federation’s Con-
necting With Community 
series.

Chair yoga is a gentle 
and unique practice per-
formed while sitting on a 
chair. Students are able 
to warm up the body 
safely and perform yoga 
poses with more support 
and stability. Students 
learn a variety of yoga 
postures and breath-
ing techniques that 
help increase flexibility, 
strength, and health. 
Chair yoga is suitable for 
all ages, fitness levels, 
and physical conditions.

Robin Seeley has studied and practiced yoga for the last 12 
years. She says: “I believe in a compassionate approach to yoga 
and I guide my students in creating a connection between the 
mind and body while offering a safe and supported space to 
gain confidence from the inside out. My ultimate goal as a yoga 
instructor is to empower my students to become more skillful 
in listening to the inner wisdom that guides them in the flow of 
their lives both on and off the mat.”

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires / Connecting With 
Community
Venue: Congregation Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Monday, March 7, at 10:45 a.m., followed by lunch 
(see page 18).

New Ongoing Program Starts February 25, 
“Small Steps to a Healthier You”

The Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires is pleased to 
collaborate with Berkshire 
Health Systems on a 5-ses-
sion program titled “Small 
Steps to a Healthier You.” This 
Connecting With Community 

program begins on Thursday, 
February 25, and will continue 
on four successive Thursdays 
in March. This free program 
will take place at Congregation 
Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road in 
Pittsfield.

Have you ever felt over-
whelmed with health informa-
tion? Are you confused as to 
where to start making changes 
in your life to be healthier? Has 
it been difficult for you to eat 
better, move more or feel better 

in your own skin? 
If you’ve answered 

“yes” to any of these 
questions, the Small 
Steps Program may be 
your next step to-
wards a healthier fu-
ture. The first day the 
program will include 
glucose and cholester-
ol screening, for those 
people who haven’t 
had blood work within 
the last 6 months and 

who commit to participating in 
the remainder of the program. 
The remaining four sessions 
will educate participants on 
how to make changes in life 
to become healthier. Topics 
will include: how to eat better; 

move more; cultivate joy and 
a sense of purpose; how to set 
reachable goals; and how to 
reduce stress and recharge. 
These are small steps that will 
lead to big changes. 

Katie Mead, BSN, RN 
Health Educator in Commu-
nity Outreach for Berkshire 
Health Systems will lead this 
program. This program is open 
to a limited number of partic-
ipants. To register, please call 
the Care Coordinating Hub 
with Berkshire Health Systems 
at (413) 445-9232.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires / Connecting 
With Community
Venue: Congregation Knesset 
Israel
Date & Time: Thursdays, Febru-
ary 29 and March 3, 10, 17, and 
24, at 10:45 a.m., followed by 
lunch (see page 18).

www.jewishberkshires.org
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Your Federation Presents

Author Carol Ascher on the Difficulty  
(and Importance) of Forgiving, March 31

On Thursday, March 31, 
at 10:45 a.m., the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires 
welcomes author Carol Ascher, 
who will speak about forgive-
ness and how she explored the 
subject in her recent novel, A 
Call from Spooner Street. This 
free program at Congregation 
Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road 
in Pittsfield, is part of the 
Federation’s Connecting With 
Community series.

Carol Ascher was in her 
twenties when her beloved fa-
ther, a refugee from Nazi-occu-
pied Austria, refused to speak 
to her. His death six months 
later made his silence unend-
ing and left Ascher struggling 
for a resolution. In A Call 
from Spooner Street, her latest 
novel, Ascher imagines the 
father-daughter reconciliation 
she wished she could have 
had. After a brief reading from 
her novel, Ascher will offer 
Jewish and other perspectives 
on forgiveness, and will lead 
an open discussion about the 
difficulty—and importance—of 
reconciliation and forgiveness 

in all our lives. 
Carol Ascher has published 

six books, and many essays 
and stories. Growing up as the 
daughter of German Jew-
ish refugees, the Holocaust 
and issues of emigration and 
exile were important themes 
in her memoir, Afterimages, 
as well as in two novels, The 
Flood and A Call from Spooner 
Street. Recently, her essays on 
such diverse topics as Martin 
Buber, forgiveness and the 
Syrian refugee crisis appeared 
in Tikkun, Shalom, Hadas-
sah Magazine, and Reform 
Judaism. Carol has received 
literary awards from the New 
York State Foundation for the 
Arts, the National Endowment 
for the Arts, and the National 
Foundation for Jewish Cul-
ture. Trained as a cultural 
anthropologist, for many 
years she studied problems 
of equality in public schools. 
She now lives in the woods of 
northwest Connecticut, where 
she spends much of her days 
writing.

Author Carol Ascher

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires / Connecting 
With Community
Venue: Congregation Knesset 
Israel
Date & Time: Thursday, March 
31, at 10:45 a.m., followed by 
lunch (see page 18).

“Plucked From the  
Headlines” Discussion 
Group on March 21

On Monday, March 21, at 
10:45 a.m., the Jewish Feder-
ation of the Berkshires con-
tinues its monthly discussion 
series called “Plucked From 
the Headlines,” moderated by 
attorney Edward Insley. The 
issues of the day will be dis-
cussed based on the input of 
attendees. This free program 
at Congregation Knesset Isra-
el, 16 Colt Road in Pittsfield, 
is part of the Federation’s 
Connecting With Community 
series. 

It’s not always easy keeping 
up with all that’s happening 
in the news, and this series is 
designed to offer insight and 
lively discussion. Topics will 
be introduced by moderator 
Edward Insley, and discussion 
will reflect the interests of the 
participants. Discussion topics 
might include: immigration, 
international refugee crisis, 
race relations, climate change, 
sustainable energy, and gun 
control. 

Ed Insley is the founder 
of Business Gravity and Tax 
Gravity, a tax, accounting, and 
consulting firm. He is a grad-
uate of the Bronx High School 
of Science and New York 
University, with a quad major 
in History, Political Science, 
Economics, and English. He 
received his JD from the Syra-
cuse University College of Law, 

Edward Insley

More Questions than Answers –  
The Berkshires’ State Senator Reflects on 
Israel Visit, March 28

and served as chairman of 
the Students for Morgenthau 
Committee on behalf of Robert 
Morganthau, the Democratic 
candidate for governor of New 
York State in 1962. Later, he 
worked on Thomas Kean’s gu-
bernatorial campaign in New 
Jersey and, with Governor 
Kean, was named Co-Human-
itarian of the Year by the New 
Jersey Branch of the Humane 
Society of the United States.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires / Connecting 
With Community
Venue: Congregation Knesset 
Israel
Date & Time: Monday, March 
21, at 10:45 a.m., followed by 
lunch (see page 18).

On Monday, March 28, 
at 10:45 a.m., the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires 
welcomes outgoing Massachu-
setts State Senator Benjamin 
B. Downing (D-Pittsfield), who 
will describe his recent fact 
finding visit to Israel. This 
free program at Congregation 
Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road 
in Pittsfield, is part of the 
Federation’s Connecting With 
Community series.

In December 2015, Sena-
tor Downing and a delegation 
from the Massachusetts State 
Senate traveled to Israel to 
gain perspective on the com-
plexities and challenges facing 
the country and the region. 
Senator Downing will discuss 
what he learned over the 
course of 10 days traveling the 
country, meeting with govern-
ment officials and local leaders 
in religion, academia, media, 

and business.
Benjamin B. 

Downing was first 
elected to the Massa-
chusetts Senate on 
November 7, 2006 
and was re-elected 
in 2008, 2010, 2012, 
and 2014. Senator 
Downing represents 
the 52 communities 
of the Berkshire, 
Hampshire, Franklin 
& Hampden District, 
proudly serving the 
largest Senate dis-
trict in the Common-
wealth. 

Senator Benjamin B. Downing 
(D-Pittsfield)

Academic Scholarship  
Application Deadline  
Announced
PITTSFIELD—The Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires 
is currently accepting scholar-
ship applications for the 2016-
2017 academic year. Students 
thinking about or planning to 
attend college in fall 2016 are 
encouraged to apply. Deadline 
to apply is April 15.

Awarded annually to a 
graduating senior who has 
demonstrated leadership in 
the Berkshire Jewish commu-
nity, this scholarship is made 
possible through the generous 
support of the Henry Simkin 

and Frances Simkin Schiller 
and Dr. Stanley and Fay Sim-
kin Scholarship Fund. 

Late applications will not 
be accepted. Applicants will be 
notified as to the committee’s 
decision in May. The award 
will be publicly announced at 
the Federation’s Annual Meet-
ing in June.

Applications can be picked 
up at the Jewish Federation 
office located at 196 South 
Street in Pittsfield or down-
loaded at jewishberkshires.
org.

A project of the hArold Grinspoon foundAtion in pArtnership with  
jewish federAtion of western MA & jewish federAtion of the Berkshires

Visit Culture ConneCt for a complete 
listing of Jewish arts, culture and 

education programs in your community!
Sign up for our free monthly e-bulletin!

Get Connected

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires / Connecting 
With Community
Venue: Congregation Knesset 
Israel
Date & Time: Monday, March 
28, at 10:45 a.m., followed by 
lunch (see page 18).
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“Aging: A Lifelong Process” – A Discussion 
and Support Group with Therapist Maggie 
Bittman, February 22

On Monday, February 22, 
at 10:45 a.m., the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires 
presents “Aging: A Lifelong 
Process,” with therapist Mag-
gie Bittman. This free program 
at Congregation Knesset Isra-
el, 16 Colt Road in Pittsfield, 
is part of the Federation’s 
Connecting With Community 
series. 

Explaining her outlook and 
approach, Bittman writes: 
“From birth, we begin to age 
with time. Along the way, 
we develop strategies to help 
manage the stressors that 

come with living life – those 
‘existence pains’ or ‘existential 
stressors.’ Along the way we 
find meaning and purpose, 
experience aloneness, confront 
mortality, and develop self will. 

“Within this context, partic-
ipants will discuss, share, and 
offer support to one another.”

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires / Connecting 
With Community
Venue: Congregation Knesset 
Israel

Maggie Bittman

Date & Time: Monday, February 
22, at 10:45 a.m., followed by 
lunch (see page 18).

Sar-el: A Way to Volunteer in Israel,  
February 18

On Thursday, February 
18, at 10:45 a.m., the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires 
hosts Martin Silver, who 12 
times in the last 11 years has 
participated in Sar-el, “The 
National Project for Volunteers 
for Israel.” Silver will share his 
experiences and discuss the 
benefits to both participants 
and the State of Israel. This 
free program at Congregation 
Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road in 
Pittsfield, is part of the Federa-
tion’s Connecting With Com-
munity series.

Martin Silver will speak 
about the purpose of Sar-el 
and how participating in the 
program creates ambassa-
dors of goodwill for Israel 
and fosters new friendships 
from around the world. He 
will speak about the volun-
teers’ roles and opportunities, 
whether working in Israel 
Defense Force warehouses, 
attending guided tours around 

Israel, or hearing talks per-
taining to Israel. Silver will 
also relate the history of Sar-
el, an important part of under-
standing its mission and why 
it appeals to people worldwide, 
many of whom return many 
times.

Come and discover whether 
Sar-el is an opportunity wait-
ing to happen for you or for 
someone you know.

Martin Silver is a graduate 
of New York State Maritime 
Academy, and has worked as 
a shipboard marine engineer, 
plant engineer in large fac-
tories, and as a marketer for 
Israeli firms in the US.

Martin Silver

Henry Roth: A Great Jewish 
American Author – A Talk by 
Hugh Black, March 14 

On Monday, March 14, 
at 10:45 a.m., the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires 
presents a talk by Hugh Black 
about author Henry Roth, who 
wrote Call It Sleep, a land-
mark work of Jewish American 
literature. This free program at 
Congregation 
Knesset Israel, 
16 Colt Road 
in Pittsfield, 
is part of the 
Federation’s 
Connecting 
With Commu-
nity series.

Henry Roth 
was born in 
1906 and died 
in 1995. His 
family came 
from the same 
area of Galicia as the families 
of Philip Roth and Sigmund 
Freud. The novel Call It Sleep, 
published in 1934, was con-
sidered a major achievement, 
but was also quickly forgotten. 
This Depression-era novel of 
immigration was republished 
in 1964 with a major reevalua-
tion in the New York Times by 
Irving Howe and is today wide-
ly regarded as a masterpiece 
of Jewish American literature. 
Following its critical reapprais-
al, it sold 1,000,000 copies 
and for many weeks remained 

Author Henry Roth

on the New York Times best-
seller list. 

Sixty years after Call It 
Sleep, Roth announced the 
completion of his second 
novel, Mercy of a Rude Stream, 
which he published over the 
remaining twenty years of 

his life. Hugh 
Black will also 
discuss and 
reference Re-
demption: The 
Life of Henry 
Roth by Steven 
G. Kellman.

Hugh Black 
is a teacher, 
librarian, jour-
nalist, poet, 
and biblio-
phile, and has 

presented a con-
tinuing series analyzing major 
20th century Jewish American 
authors for Connecting With 
Community.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires / Connecting 
With Community
Venue: Congregation Knesset 
Israel
Date & Time: Monday, March 
14, at 10:45 a.m., followed by 
lunch (see page 18).

RSVP Volunteer Program, Work Wonders 
With Your Experience, February 29

On Monday, February 29, 
at 10:45 a.m., the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires 
hosts representatives of the 
RSVP Volunteer Program, a 
volunteer effort stationed in 
Pittsfield that places volun-
teers 55 and older at various 
stations around the county. 
This free program at Congre-
gation Knesset Israel, 16 Colt 
Road in Pittsfield, is part of 
the Federation’s Connecting 
With Community series.

RSVP is a national organi-
zation under the Corporation 
for National Community Ser-
vices (CNCS.) RSVP is funded 
by a CNCS grant and spon-
sored is the City of Pittsfield. 
The program allows individu-
als to use their life experience 
in order to give back to the 
community, as well as giving 
participants a chance to try 
new and exciting opportuni-
ties! RSVP places volunteers 
in places such as: elementary 
schools, Habitat for Humanity, 
the American Cancer Society, 
Goodwill, Berkshire Humane 
Society, Arrowhead, local the-

The staff at RSVP

atres and museums, Berkshire 
Medical Center, and many 
more. 

Presenting will be Marissa 
Bogins, RSVP volunteer coor-

dinator, who works with over 
300 volunteers and over 70 
different job sites, and Cheryl 
Whalen, director of Berkshire 
County RSVP.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires / Connecting With 
Community
Venue: Congregation Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Monday, February 29, at 10:45 a.m., followed by lunch 
(see page 18).

For further information on all Jewish Feder-
ation of the Berkshires programs, please call 
Nancy Maurice Rogers, Program Director, at 
(413) 442-4360, ext. 15.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires / Connecting With 
Community
Venue: Congregation Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Thursday, February 18, at 10:45 a.m., followed by 
lunch (see page 18).
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One Story – One Life
Your Federation Dollars at Work

Before the war 
came, 14-year-old 
Elizaveta Pedash 
was an average Jew-
ish teenager in the 
eastern Ukrainian 
city of Donetsk. 
Then everything 
changed.

Liza, her infant 
sister Sophia, and 
her parents — her 

mother, pregnant; her father, forced to leave behind the small 
business in Donetsk that was his passion — were driven from 
their hometown by incessant shelling.

They managed to escape to Zaporozhye, about three hours 
west, but one of Liza’s close friends from school was not so 
lucky. She was killed by missile fire soon after the Pedash family 
left town, a tragedy that sunk Liza into a deep depression for 
months.

Upon their arrival in Zaporozhye, JDC, the Federation’s partner 
agency, took care of the family, providing them with a rented 
apartment to live in, food subsidies, clothes for Liza, and med-
ical care for her parents. When Liza’s mother gave birth — to 
a daughter, Svetlana — JDC gave the family clothes, medicine, 

diapers, and a stroller for the baby.

“Without the help of JDC, my family — and thousands of other 
internally displaced people in Ukraine — would not have sur-
vived,” Liza’s mother said.

Liza’s first connection with her new city’s Jewish community was 
at a JDC family retreat. 

Buoyed by her positive experience with the weekend’s teen 
programming, she began to become an active participant in the 
city’s Jewish teen club.

This past summer, Liza and some of her new friends from the 
Zaporozhye Jewish community attended Szarvas, JDC and the 
Ronald S. Lauder Foundation’s pioneering international Jewish 
summer camp in rural Hungary.

Joining with some 2,000 peers from dozens of countries, Liza’s 
passion for her Jewish identity was sparked.

“When I came home, I shared my ideas with the teen club 
coordinator and now, I’m help with children’s activities in our 
community,” Liza said. “Next summer, I’m going to become a 
madricha (counselor) at our Jewish Community Center (JCC) 
family retreat.”

Inspired by a JDC leadership seminar for Jewish teens, Liza also 
plans to build her own community project — a new program on 
Jewish art at the JCC.

In 2015, The Jewish Federation of the Berkshires provided over $150,000 to help care for Jews 

in need in Israel and overseas. A portion of those dollars went to support the critical services 

of the American Joint Distribution Committee (JDC) to help Jews fleeing the war in Ukraine. 

Here is one story of how your support helped change the life of a young teenage girl.
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Volunteers are Vital!

Pitch In on Purim Preparations,  
Now in Full Swing

By Susan Frisch Lehrer, Coordinator of Volunteers 

On behalf of the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires 
and our Berkshire Jewish 
community, I want to thank 
the many volunteers who are 
in the midst of baking thou-
sands of hamantashen in the 
Congregation Knesset Israel 
kitchen. Some of them will 
be used for our Federation’s 
Joe’s Project – mishloach 
manot gift bags – for our 
senior adults who are home-
bound, living in senior facil-
ities, and are ill throughout 

the Berkshires and surround-
ing area. We still need vol-
unteers to pack them at the 
Federation office on Monday, 
March 21 at 9:30 a.m. and 
deliver to the recipients on 
Tuesday 3/22, Wednesday 
3/23, and Thursday 3/24 
(Purim). We welcome our PJ 
Library families and older kids 
to join us in decorating the 
gift bags (before Friday 3/18) 
and delivery (feel free to wear 
your Purim costumes). 

This is truly a wonderful 

tikkun olam program for the 
entire family! Please contact 
me if you can help with any 
part of this mitzvah project 
and if you know of a recipi-
ent who would benefit from 
receiving a gift bag and a visit. 
Thank you – Todah Rabah!

B’shalom,
Susan Frisch Lehrer, 
Coordinator of Volunteers
Jfb.volunteer@verizon.net
(413)442-4360, ext. 14

Your Federation Presents

Hamantashen helpers Susan Gordon, Amy Simons Abramovich, Alice Jonas, Michael Albert,  
Joe Weiner, Elaine Epstein, and Kayla Bellmore

Aaron Siegel, whose Jewish summer camp experience was 
supported by Federation, pays back by pitching in

See Israel With Pride!
JFNA’s First LGBTQ Tour of the Holy Land

From May 26 to June 2, the Jewish Federa-
tions of North America will be leading members 
of the LGBTQ community from across North 
America on a groundbreaking mission to Israel!

Participants will encounter Israel and Fed-
eration as a community through a  uniquely 
LGBTQ lens. The itinerary includes three nights 
in Jerusalem and four in Tel Aviv, as well as 
some of the beautiful sights of Israel’s North. 
Israel’s top LGBTQ politicians, business lead-
ers, and innovators will be on hand to explain 
what is being done to advance the rights of the 
LGBTQ community in Israel, as will IDF sol-

diers and officers. Be inspired by incredible sites 
where Federations are changing lives every day 
while experiencing Israeli culture, cuisine and 
character as a community.

The land-only cost per person is $2,999 
based on double occupancy. The single sup-
plement is $1,000. Options are available to 
extend for Tel Aviv Pride (parade June 3). Local 
subsidies are available through the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation.

For more info, contact Dara Kaufman at 
(413) 442-4360, ext. 12 or 
dara.kaufman@verizon.net.
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Gay Pride Parade in Tel Aviv

THE JEWISH FEDERATION 
FUNDS AND SUPPORTS A 
COMMUNITY-WIDE NETWORK
OF ORGANIZATIONS THAT:

Care for people in need here at home,
in Israel and around the world.

Nurture and sustain Jewish life and
learning today and into the future.

1.
2.
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LOCAL NEWS – PURIM

bensinlee@gmail.comAssisted Living . Memory Care . Respite

To learn why EPOCH at Melbourne is the 
‘Residence of Choice for Seniors,’ 

call today!

413-499-1992 
140 Melbourne Road
Pittsfield, MA 01201

www.EPOCHMelbourne.com

Don’t Miss the Boat for  
Purim Under The Sea! 
PITTSFIELD – “Pu-
rim Under the Sea” 
is Chabad of the 
Berkshires’ twist on 
this year’s commu-
nity celebration of 
Purim, the holiday 
commemorating 
the Jewish People’s 
salvation in Persia 
of old. The festivities 
will take place at 
the Chabad House, 
450 South Street, 
on Thursday, March 
24, and will feature 
live music, enter-
tainment for the 
whole family, and a 
delicious buffet fit 
for a cruise ship. 

Megillat Esther 
will be read at 5 p.m., with 
dinner and entertainment fol-
lowing at 6 p.m.

Billed as the most joyous 
date on the Jewish calendar, 
the daylong holiday commem-
orates the nullification in 
356 BCE of a Persian decree 
calling for the extermination of 
the Jewish people throughout 
the Persian Empire. Year after 
year, Chabad’s takes a unique 
spin on this age-old holiday to 
bring the spirit of Purim to the 
Berkshires.

“We will combine ancient 
Jewish traditions with a mod-
ern twist,” says Rabbi Levi 
Volovik, co-director of Chabad 
of the Berkshires. 

All are welcome to join, re-
gardless of Jewish affiliation or 
background. The celebration 
will feature a child-friendly 
reading of the Book of Esther, 
known in Hebrew as the Me-
gillah. Rabbi Volovik explains 
that this year’s Purim celebra-
tions have an added signifi-
cance as Jewish communities 
worldwide celebrate the year 
of Hakhel, a once-every-seven-
years opportunity to celebrate 

Enjoy a Potluck  
Purim with CAS
GREAT BARRINGTON – Congregation Ahavath Sholom 
celebrates Purim on Wednesday, March 23, at 6 p.m. 
Costumes are encouraged and all are invited. Please RSVP for 
dinner at ahavathsholomGB@gmail.com or (413) 528-4197. 
CAS is located at 15 North Street in Great Barrington.

TAA Celebrates Purim with Worship, Study, 
and Fun
PITTSFIELD – Temple 
Anshe Amunim invites 
one and all to join in 
their annual Purim 
festivities. As one of 
Judaism’s most joyous 
holidays, the TAA com-
munity sees this as the 
highlight of its winter 
programming.

Exploring the Megillah
The Book of Esther, tradi-

tionally read at Purim, will be 
the topic of a special lunch 
and learn at TAA at noon on 

Thursday, 
March 24. 
Rabbi Josh 
Breindel will 
lead a guided 
exploration 
of the text (in 
English), em-
phasizing its 
social, ethical 
and spiritu-
al themes. 
The temple 
will provide 
hamentash-
en and decaf 

Shabbat service at 
5:30 p.m. Rabbi 
Breindel will lead 
an energetic and 
uplifting service 
with members of the 
TAA youth commu-
nity presenting a 
Purimshpiel. 

Following the 
service, a festive 
dinner and games 
night will be held in 

the TAA social hall. Prizes will 
be awarded after dinner for 
those who come in costume. 
Please feel free to bring you 
favorite games to share. While 
the service is free, dinner will 
be $12 per person (members) 
or $18 per person (general 
community). All children may 
attend for $6 with a $36 cap 
for families. RSVP to the Tem-
ple office at (413) 442-5910 by 
March 22.

Temple Anshe Amunim is 
located at 26 Broad Street in 
Pittsfield.

At a past Purim party, the Volovik family 
celebrated the holiday in the Wild West 
spirit

Jewish unity and learning. 
Throughout the year, Jewish 
synagogues and organiza-
tions are hosting com-
munal gatherings for 
men, women, and 
children dedicated 
to encouraging 
Jewish obser-
vance. 

“The event is 
focused primarily on 
spirit, fun, and tradition,” 
says co-director Sara Volovik. 
“Everyone is sure to have a 
great time!” In the spirit of Pu-
rim, participants are encour-
aged to come in costume, and 
there will be a competition for 
the most innovative or funny 
entries.

Reservations for this event 
are requested. The cost is $18 
in advance, $25 by the door 
for adults, with free admission 
for children under age 12. For 
more information on Purim 
festivities or on the holiday 
of Purim and its observanc-
es, contact Chabad of the 
Berkshires at (413) 499-9899 
or email Jewishberkshires@
gmail.com, or visit www.Jew-
ishberkshires.com/purim.

From Anatevka to the Deep Blue Sea –  
Purim at Hevreh
GREAT BARRINGTON – Hevreh of Southern 
Berkshire is celebrating Purim with a Fiddler on 
the Roof-themed event and undersea carnival.

Megillah Reading & Purimshpiel 
On Wednesday, March 23, the fun begins 

with a family pizza party and costume parade 
starting at 5:30 p.m., followed by a Purimshpiel 
and Megillah reading at 6 p.m. From Anatevka 
to Shushan, this year’s Purimshpiel promises 
to entertain and delight – it’s TRADITION! The 
entertainers are Hevreh’s confirmation class 
(9th-12th graders), and the director Andrea 
Patel. 

Carnival
On Sunday, March 27 from noon to 1 p.m., 

Hevreh’s confirmation and pre-confirmation 
students will host an “Under the Sea” themed 
carnival, with games, treats, and prizes. There 
will be a costume contest with prizes for best 
dressed and most  

creative cos-
tumes. 

Proceeds from all game tickets will be donat-
ed to tzedakah.

Both events will take place at Hevreh, lo-
cated at 270 State Road in Great Barrington. 
Please call (413) 528-6378 for more informa-
tion.

Also at Hevreh in March
All are welcome at Yachad Shabbat on Sat-

urday, March 5 from 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., to 
celebrate Shabbat with Visual T’filah (a multi-
media approach to prayer) that allows partici-
pants to engage with each other as they move 
through the service “hands-free.” Enjoy prayer, 
song, and the chance to learn with separate 
student and parent break-out sessions. A fes-
tive Shabbat lunch follows.

coffee – please bring a lunch to 
this free event.

“As the story of Esther 
draws to a close, the megillah 
describes it as a time of light 
and joy for the Jewish people,” 
says Rabbi Breindel. “We try 
to emphasize that our celebra-
tions mirror the one in story. 
While it’s a very fun holiday, 
this is more than an experi-
ence for children – it speaks to 
us all.”

Service and Youth Purimsh-
piel

On Friday, March 25, all 
are warmly welcomed to join 
in a musical, family-friendly 
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WALLPAPER PAINT Carpeting HEATING 
FENCING  AIR QUALITY  HARDWARE    
TOOLS GUTTERS BLINDS CURTAINS

SHOP LIKE A 
BOSS SALE!

Presidents’ Week
Sat 2/13–Sun 2/21 

Discounts start at 
30% off! 

125 Pecks Rd Pittsfield, MA  
Monday–Saturday 10–5, Sunday 12–4 

413-629-2314 

Radon Testing 
and Mitigation

NEHA & NRSB CERTIFIED

www.berkshireradon.com 
(413) 528-9700  

❑ COMPETITIVE PRICING
 ❑ PROMPT SERVICE
 ❑ FIVE-YEAR WARRANTY

✓
✓
 
 ✓

413-298-1029

ERKSHIREBRROOFING &

GGUTTER CO.

S
31
03
3

4133 22998 1029
www.BGRCo.net
CEDAR ROOF
STANDING SEAM METAL
ASPHALT SHINGLES
Written Estimates • Fully Insured • Owner Installed MA Lic. #145878

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Copper • Aluminum • Gutter Covers

A+“We like your smile when we’re done”

Celebrate the Women of Soul  
at the KI Band’s Purimspiel  
Concert 

The KI Band will reassemble this Purim with the music of the Women of Soul

Two Pittsfield  
Synagogues  
Join Forces to  
Celebrate  
Purim 5776
PITTSFIELD – On Wednesday, March 
23, Congregation Knesset Israel wel-
comes Temple Anshe Amunim for a 
community megillah reading and cele-
bration on the night of Purim. 

Festivities include a volunteer- 
prepared pasta dinner, a costume 
parade, and a dramatic chanting of 
the Book of Esther that will include 
congregational participation. There 
will be plenty of family-friendly fun on 
hand, and the evening concludes with 
a reception featuring the KI kitchen’s 
famous hamantashen.

The evening will begin with din-
ner from 5:30-6:30 p.m. The cost for 
dinner is $12 for adults, $10 for teens, 
and free for children under 13 – re-
serve your spot at knessetisrael.org. 
The Maariv service, costume parade, 
and megillah reading commence at 
6:30 p.m., and will be followed by the 
dessert reception at 8:00 p.m.

The entire community is welcome 
to come in costume for this annual 
celebration. 

Congregation Knesset Israel is locat-
ed at 16 Colt Road in Pittsfield.Hamantashen from the KI kitchen as far as 

the eye can see.

PITTSFIELD – On Saturday, March 
12 at 7 p.m., the KI Band returns 
for their annual Purim concert at 
Congregation Knesset Israel. 

The band has been working on 
incredible arrangements and  
Purim-centric lyrics since mid- 
December, this year celebrating 
the music made by the “Women of 
Soul.” Dance to classics from The 
Supremes, Aretha Franklin, Gladys 
Knight & The Pips, Martha & The 
Vandellas, and many more! 

This is the 8th annual musical 
costume party for the KI Band. 

Previous concerts included tributes 
to The Beatles, Bob Dylan, Elton 
John & Billy Joel, The Beach Boys, 
Michael Jackson, The Best of Wood-
stock, and last year’s Vegas Night 
with Elvis, the Rat Pack, and Sonny 
& Cher. 

Take the “Midnight Train From 
Shushan” and “Plotz in the Name 
of Love” – and enjoy Purim in style 
with the KI Band. Admission for 
adults is $12 and $6 for pre-bar 
mitzvah age children

Congregation Knesset Israel is at 
16 Colt Road, Pittsfield.
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Weekly Sessions: June 27 - August 12
Transportation Available

413.528.1652  |  eisner.urjcamps.org/camplife/daycamp  |  eisnerdaycamp@urj.org

- Boating, swimming, nature and adventure
- Sports, arts, drama and music
- Close personal attention, 3:1 camper-staff ratio
- 200 acres of fun with great campers & counselors

$400/week
$100/week for transportation

Campers  3-8 years old

LOCAL NEWS

Write a Jewish Love Song? Find Out How 
from Accomplished Singer-Songwriter  
Bernice Lewis
NORTH ADAMS – Bernice 
Lewis is “a voice full of light 
and hope,” says country music 
star Rosanne Cash. “She is 
one of the keepers of the flame 
of Real Songwriting.”

Aspiring songwriters will 
have the opportunity to learn 
the craft from Lewis at a 
special workshop at Congre-
gation Beth Israel on Sunday, 
February 28 from 11 a.m. to 
1p.m. This workshop costs 
$11 and includes a kosher 
buffet lunch. 

The workshop is limited to 
15 participants, and RSVPs 
are requested by February 24. 
Please contact CBI at office@
cbiweb.org or call (413) 822-
5267 to RSVP or for more 
information.

Lewis describes what to 
expect as follows: “Maybe 
you’ve always wanted to write 
a song. Have you tried to write 
a song and not finish it? May-
be you’ve written lots of songs 
and would like to share them 
for critique and support.

“We’ll talk about the com-
ponents of popular songs, 
as well as how and why they 
work. We’ll look at structure, 
chords, rhythm, rhyme, and 
melody, and also poetic de-
vices, storytelling, voice, style 
and presentation. After a bit of 

Songwriter Bernice Lewis

free writing, participants can 
challenge themselves to write 
a song to share.”

Participants should bring 
an instrument if they have 
one, a blank notebook for 
journaling, an idea or two for 
a song, and an open mind. 
Reading music or under-
standing music theory is not 
required.

Bernice Lewis has been 
teaching annual credited 
courses on songwriting and 
performing at Williams College 
and The Colorado College 
in Colorado Springs for over 
15 years. She has a strong 

Jewish connection, deliver-
ing talks nationally about 
her family’s escape from Nazi 
Germany in the early 1940s. 
Other places she has taught 
include Omega Institute, Es-
alen, Kripalu, Warren Wilson 
College, Universe of Song, Star 
Island Writer’s Retreat, and 
Lamb’s Retreat.

This event is co-sponsored 
by the Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires. CBI is locat-
ed at 53 Lois Street in North 
Adams. Please contact CBI at 
office@cbiweb.org or call (413) 
822-5267 to RSVP and for 
more information.

Discussion Community –  
Jewish-themed Films
GREAT BARRINGTON – Join 
the Discussion Community 
at Hevreh of Southern Berk-
shire for monthly screenings of 
Jewish-themed films, followed 
by lively exchanges about the 
movie. This winter/spring 
film series takes place on the 
first Monday evening of each 
month, starting with a film 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. (bring 
your dinner) and a facilitated 
discussion of the film between 
7:30 p.m. and 8 p.m. Upcom-
ing films are:

March 7 – When Do We 
Eat? Members of the Stuck-
man family gather for Seder 
with patriarch Ira (Michael 
Lerner), an old-fashioned 
man who pushes his sons as 
hard as his own father (Jack 
Klugman) pushed him. Chaos 

erupts when one of Ira’s 
sons slips him a hit of 
Ecstasy, turning him into 
a modern Moses. (Facilita-
tor, Hinda Bodinger)

April 4 – Liberty 
Heights The town is 
Baltimore and the year is 
1954, a season of dra-
matic social flux explored 
through the eyes of a 
Jewish family. Directed 
by Barry Levinson, and 
starring Joe Mantegna, 
Adrian Brody, and Bebe 
Neuwirth.

All Discussion Com-
munity programs are free and 
open to the public. For more 
information, Contact Hinda 
Bodinger at (413) 528-3280 or 
hindacbodinger@gmail.com

MICAH Award Winners 
Honored for Outstanding  
Community Service

Two members of the Jewish community were honored last month 
with the MICAH (Members in Community Action Honoree) Award, 
sponsored by the Berkshire Interfaith Organization (BIO). Pictured 
here along with other honorees at the awards dinner held at St. 
Mark School in Pittsfield on January 24 are Cynthia Tatalovich 
of Congregation Knesset Israel (seated, third from left) and 
Congregation Beth Israel’s Edward Oshinsky (seated, fourth from 
left).
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A Musical Shabbat with 
Leaders of ALEPH

Rabbi Barenblat and son

LOCAL NEWS

Second Night Passover Seder at Hevreh of 
Southern Berkshire
GREAT BARRINGTON – 
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire 
will be hosting a Second Night 
Passover Seder on Saturday, 
April 23, at 5:30 p.m. 

All are invited to attend this 
special evening. The celebra-
tion will be led by Rabbi Neil 
P.G. Hirsch and Rabbi Jodie 

From Madness To Music – A Documentary 
About Music in Common 

Todd Mack in Bethlehem with Music in Common

GREAT BARRINGTON – The 
Berkshire County premiere 
of From Madness To Music, 
a short documentary film 
about Music in Common, will 
be take place at the Mahai-
we Performing Arts Center 
on Saturday, March 5 at 
7 p.m. The film traces the 
Great Barrington-based group 
from its roots as a backyard 
music jam honoring the life of 
slain journalist Daniel Pearl 
(FODfest) to its current work 
as a non-profit organization 
engaging youths of different 
faiths and cultures in the 
Middle East with music and 
multi-media collaborations. 

The free screening will be 
followed by a Q&A facilitated 
by State Representative Smitty 
Pignatelli with the filmmaker, 
Lynnette Najimy, and Music in 
Common Executive Director, 
Todd Mack.

Culling from 10 years of 
video archives recorded by 
volunteers, students, and 
professionals, the film depicts 
how the group’s programs use 
the power of music to bring 

people, in particular young 
people and those living in 
conflict regions, together on 
common ground. Through 
the voices and experiences of 
participants, the film explores 
the perceptions and challenges 
facing youth in conflicted com-
munities in the United States, 
Israel, and the West Bank and 
Gaza.

The film’s trailer and more 
information on Music in Com-
mon can be found at  
www.musicincommon.org.

While the event is free, reg-
istration is highly recommend-
ed by contacting the Mahaiwe 
box office at (413) 528-0100 or 
online at www.mahaiwe.org. 
The Mahaiwe is located at 14 
Castle St. in Great Barrington.

New Workshop: “From Aging to  
Sage-ing®: Living as a Spiritual Elder”
LENOX – Starting on 
March 13 from 10 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. and continu-
ing through the spring, 
RIMON: A Collaborative 
Community for Jewish 
Spirituality presents a 
new monthly workshop 
series, “From Aging to 
Sage-ing®: Living as a 
Spiritual Elder.” This 
workshop is designed to 
support participants in 
embracing life and living 
their elder years more 
consciously, more joy-
fully, and more compas-
sionately. 

The workshop begins Sunday, 
March 13, 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
at the Chapel of the Church on the 
Hill, 55 Main St., Lenox, and contin-
ues on Sunday, April 17, May 15, and 
June 19. The workshop will be offered 
by Audrey Seidman, an intern in the 
ALEPH (Alliance for Jewish Renewal) 
Sage-ing® Mentorship Program, with 
the assistance of Rabba Kaya Stern 
Kaufman.

Building on the teachings of Rabbi 
Zalman Schachter Shalomi z”l, the 
program will offer powerful contem-
plative tools for gathering and giving 
expression to the wisdom of one’s own 
ripening life. In four sessions, partic-
ipants will be invited to awaken to a 
vision of their own Sage-ing®, draw 
wisdom and harvest blessings from 

life experience, find 
inspiration in contem-
plating mortality, and 
consider how to be of 
sacred service.

All who want to 
gain deeper meaning in 
the aging process are 
invited. Pre-registra-
tion for the full series 
is required at www.rim-
onberkshires.org or by 
calling (413) 274-1034.

Audrey Seidman of 
Albany is a spiritual di-
rector, having completed 
her training in 2010 with 
the Lev Shomea, the first 

program to train spiritual directors in 
the Jewish tradition. Audrey works as 
a volunteer chaplain at Albany Medi-
cal Center, where she completed three 
units of Clinical Pastoral Education. 
She recently retired from her role as 
manager of Employee Engagement 
Programs at a New York State govern-
ment agency. A congregant of Berith 
Sholom in Troy, Audrey is active 
with the Interfaith Story Circle of the 
Tri-City Area and the Advocates for 
Welcoming Congregations.

The Chapel of the Church on the 
Hill is located at 55 Main St., Lenox. 
Please note that the Chapel of the 
Church on the Hill is the small, brown 
shingle building opposite the Village 
Center parking lot, not the main 
church building.

NORTH ADAMS – On the 
weekend of February 26-
27, Rabbi Rachel Barenblat 
of Congregation Beth Israel 
will be joined Rabbi David 
Evan Markus, her co-chair of 
ALEPH: Alliance for Jewish 
Renewal, in leading Kabbalat 
Shabbat and Shabbat services. 
Rabbi Barenblat says: “Expect 

music, harmony, teachings, 
and an extra helping of joy” 
and a chance to experience the 
spirit of the ALEPH movement.

Friday night services begin 
at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, Febru-
ary 26, and Shabbat morning 
services begin at 9:30 a.m. on 
Saturday, February 27.

Bat Mitzvah Student Seeks 
Artists for Fundraiser

Paige Wright, a 13-year-
old bat mitzvah student at 
Congregation Knesset Isra-
el, is looking for artists to 
participate in the fundraiser 
exhibition she is curating, 
“A Mitzvah for The Berkshire 
Kids’ Place,” to be shown at 
Dottie’s Coffee Lounge from 
April 1 to 16.

The exhibition is open to 
artists of all levels and stu-

dents of all ages. The Berk-
shire County Kids’ Place will 
receive 100 percent of art 
sales.

Submission deadline is 
February 29, with artwork 
dropped off at Dottie’s Coffee 
Lounge by 6 p.m., March 29. 
For a prospectus, email Paige 
and Carrie Wright at  
mitzvahfortheberkshires@
gmail.com.

Donate • Volunteer • Make a Difference

Gordon, and will feature a deli-
cious traditional Passover buf-
fet, catered by Carlucci Simons 
Catering. Seder plates, matzoh, 
kosher wine, grape juice, and 
seltzer will be provided. Please 
feel free to bring your own table 
wine. Vegetarian or fish options 
are available; requests must be 
made in advance. 

Space is limited, and pre-
paid reservations are required 
by Friday, March 20. The cost 

for adults is $40 per person; 
children ages 5-12 are $18; 
and children under 5 are free. 
If the cost is prohibitive,  
please contact Hevreh at  
(413) 528-6378. Please make 
checks payable to Hevreh, and 
mail to 270 State Road, Great 
Barrington, MA 01230.

The Seder will take place at 
Hevreh. Please call (413) 528-
6378 for more information and 
to make your reservations.

Rabbi Markus
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Building, Strengthening and Caring for our Jewish Community

Kosher Hot Meals & Care Visits
Provided over 4,200 nutritious meals,  
companionship, and care visits for more than  
400 seniors and homebound.

Social Services
Provided case management and counseling,  
through a Jewish lens, by a licensed social  
worker to more than 45 members of our  
community.

Emergency & Specific Assistance
Provided small grants and interest-free loans to provide 
a safety net for community members.

Jewish Education
Provided a high-quality Jewish education for  
165 children and young adults through Jewish  
education grants to six area religious schools.

Family Programming
Engaged over 300 parents, grandparents, and  
children in Jewish programming and tikkun  
olam, strengthening their connections to the  
Jewish community and helping them build  
supportive relationships with Jewish peers.

The PJ Library
Distributed more than 1,400 books and CDs to  
118 children, nurturing their Jewish identity,  
and helping their families embrace Jewish  
values and traditions.

Jewish Federation of the Berkshires – Distribution of Resources in 2015
$927,148

Includes campaign, endowment, grants and other income distributed as of December 31, 2015

Ensuring  
a Jewish Future  
Federation Family Days
Holocaust Education Day
Israel Travel/Study Scholarships
Jewish Camp Scholarships
Jewish Education Grants
PJ Library
Public School Advocacy
Taglit Birthright
UMASS HillelIsrael & Overseas 

Fundraising  
Campaign Development
Communications & Marketing 
Legacy Circle Program
Major Donors Program
Super Sunday
Volunteer coordination

15%

7%

16%

19%

15%

Sustaining Jewish Community  
Berkshire Jewish Summer Guide
Berkshire Jewish Voice
Community Calendar
Community Relations & Advocacy
Community Seder
Connecting with Community Series
Co-sponsorships  
   with local congregations
Jewishberkshires.org and e-news
Knosh & Knowledge Series
Leadership Development
Senior Programming
Shabbat Across the Berkshires
Summer Celebration  
   of Jewish Music
Yom Ha’Shoah Remembrance

Caring for  
Those in Need  
Emergency Assistance
Food Security 
Hebrew Free Loans
Jewish Family Service Social Worker
Meals on Wheels  
   Homebound Delivery
Older Adult Kosher Hot Meal Program
Senior care visits  
   and Holiday Packages
Tikkun Olam Volunteer Network
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Jewish Agency for Israel 
Joint Distribution Committee
Jewish Coalition for Disaster Relief
Jewish Federations of North America
World ORT
Ethiopian National Project
Haifa Women’s Crisis Shelter

Israel Association for  
Child Protection (ELI)
Neve Michael Children’s Village
World Ort-Students at Risk Program
Ukraine Emergency Assistance
Yad L’Kashish
Yad Sarah

This is just a sampling of how, together, we are making a difference in the lives of others.

Across the Berkshires

Through our partner, The American Joint  
Distribution Committee (JDC), our Federation  
supported:

Food card, meals-on-wheels, homecare, winter relief,  
and medicine to more than 149,000 elderly Jews in the  
former Soviet Union, many of them Holocaust survivors.

Clothing, food and rent assistance, and medical services  
for more than 2,800 internally displaced Jews to help  
them begin to rebuild their lives in beleaguered Ukraine.

Diapers, formula, medications, and baby equipment to  
more than 600 babies and toddlers in Argentina. 

Through our partner, the Jewish Agency for Israel 
(JAFI), our Federation supported:

Job training and resettlement services for more than  
30,000 Jews fleeing anti-Semitism in Europe, a 16%  
increase over 2014, helping them create new lives for  
themselves and their families in Israel. 

Jewish education, camp experiences, and Israel  
experiences for more than 7,500 youths and young  
adults from the former Soviet Union.

In addition, we provided direct support in Israel to  
after school programs for at-risk students, shelter for  
abused women of all faiths, a supportive home for  
disabled youth and orphans, counseling for sexually  
abused women, and assistance for the frail and elderly. 

In Israel & Overseas

Camp, Israel, and Campus Life
Funded transformative Jewish camp and  
Israel experiences for 40 local teens and  
enhanced Jewish life for over 2,500 college  
students through UMASS Hillel in Amherst.

Community Programming
Engaged more than 3,500 participants in  
celebrating Jewish life and connecting as a  
community through more than 100 cultural,  
educational, and holiday programs.

Berkshire Jewish Voice
Primary resource for over 5,000 readers,  
engaging our community in Jewish life and  
broadening our spiritual, political, and cultural  
understanding. 

Community Relations & Advocacy
Provided a proactive voice addressing anti- 
Semitism, Israel and the Middle East, religion in  
the local schools, justice legislation, and media  
relations.

Tikkun Olam Volunteer (TOV) Network 
Engaged over 300 volunteers in more than  
3,500 hours of service to the Berkshire Jewish  
Community. 

Jewish Women’s Foundation
Contributed $45,000 to tikkun olam through  
programs such as subsidized taxi vouchers,  
camp scholarships, food security initiatives, and  
medical transportation.
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The 2015 Community Campaign Raised $787,726!

Together We Do Extraordinary Things!
The Board of Directors and staff of the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires wish to acknowledge the tremendous 

effort of over 1,230 donors and more than 100 community volunteers who helped make the 2015 campaign a 
resounding success. Together we surpassed our goal!

On behalf of those whose lives will be touched by your generosity,

Thank You!
*  denotes Lion of Judah: 

woman’s individual gift 
of $5,000 or more 

 # denotes individual  
donations

Pacesetters
($10,000 and up)
Anonymous Donor (1)
The Barrington Foundation, Inc.
Robert & Elaine Baum
Lee & Sydelle Blatt
The Feigenbaum Foundation, Inc.
Robert & Esther Heller
George & Lizbeth Krupp
Jeffrey Leppo & Marjorie  

Safran* #
Stuart & Ellen Masters* #
Messinger Family
The Claudia & Steven Perles 

Family Foundation
Anne & Ernest (of blessed  

memory) Schnesel
Irv & Carol Smokler
Spitz/Tuchman Family Fund
Michael & Joan Ury

Builders 
($5,000 – $9,999)
Robert & Barbara Bashevkin #
Linda J. L. Becker *
Robert Bildner &  

Elisa Spungen-Bildner
Saul & Mimi Cohen * #
C. Jeffrey & Judith Cook #
William & Lynn Foggle
Julia Kaplan*
Howard & Nancy Kaufman
Elaine & Bernard Roberts
Michael & Barbara Rosenbaum
Gary & Arlene D. Schiff * #
David & Carrie Schulman #
Spitz/Tuchman Family Fund
Rita & Sol Toscher Memorial Fund
Howard & Deborah Wineberg #
Jacob & Dora Wineberg Fund

Investors 
($1,800 – $4,999)
Anonymous Donors (2)
Harold & Denyse Adler
Marion Adler
Michael P. Albert
Stephen & Shari Ashman
Norman Atkin
Irving Bashevkin (of blessed 

memory)
Helene Berger
Lawrence & Helene Berke
Steve & Nancy Bernstein
Carr Hardware Co.
Leonard & Ileen Cohen
Michael & Roberta Cohn
Alan & Brenda Curtis #
Eitan & Malka Evan
David & Lea Finck
Ellis & Joanna Fribush #
Paul & Joan Gluck
Susan Gold
Margo Golos-Reines
Harold Grinspoon &  

Diane Troderman
Aaron Gurwitz & Susan 

Abramowitz
Ken & Mimi Heyman
Martin & Joan Horowitz
Michael Kahn & Loretta Cornelius
Kaplan Family Foundation
Roy & Leslie Kozupsky
Barbara Lafer
William & Shirley Lehman
Marvin & Helaine Lender
Julian Lichtman
Danny & Sue Lipson
Leonard & Elaine Lipton #
Sanford Lipton
Estelle Miller
Steven & Helice Picheny 

Claudio & Penny Pincus
Laura Rosenthal
Paul Rosenthal &  

Elaine Hantman
Robert & Joan Rubinstein
Alan & Sandra Samdperil
Susan and Cantor Robert Scherr
Margo Schwartz
Ben & Elaine Silberstein 
Richard Simons &  

Marcie Greenfield Simons #
Mark & Elisa Snowise #
Mark & Judy Usow #
Arthur & Terry Wasser #
Arthur Winston &  

Joan Davison-Winston
Sergey & Natalya Yantovsky #
Steven & Mary Yarmosky #
Harvey & Janis Zimbler #

Major Donors 
($1,000 – $1,799)
Anonymous Donors (4)
Irwin & Mary Ackerman
Gordon Adelson
Roy & Caryl (of blessed memory) 

Aibel
David & Kyneret Albert #
Norman Avnet & Selma Williams
Stephen & Teresa Bannon
Bob & Gerry Becker
Alan & Judith Benjamin
Robert & Shelley Berend
David & Deborah Bergeron
Ellen Bernstein
Barry & Carol Beyer
Rabbi Neal Borovitz
Laurence Cohen
Mark & Spiritual Leader Barbara 

Cohen #
Joel & Phyllis Curran #
Justin Davies &  

Mara Goodman-Davies
Gerald & Lynn Denmark #
Ann Dorfman
Mel & Terry Drucker
Chip & Cindy Elitzer
George & Ginger Elvin
Monroe & Elise England 
Jim & Patty Fingeroth
Martin & Susan Fischer
William & Sandra Flannery
Zachary & Laura Fluhr
Stephen & Madalyn Friedberg
Ralph & Audrey Friedner
Harold & Jill Gaffin
Steven & Nancy Gallant
Harvey & Bonita Ganot
Eiran and Michele Gazit #
Michael & Eleanor Geller
Rabbi Everett & Mary Gendler
Seymour & Jane Glaser 
Leon & Ruth Glazerman
Albert Gordon
Annette Gordon
Howard & Suzanne Gorham
Richard Greene & Lindsay 

Crampton
Elliot & Barbara Greenfeld #
Renee Gross
Louis & Patti Grossman
Werner & Karen Gundersheimer
Jerry & Joelle Hamovit
Joseph & Mary Jane Handler #
Harold & Gretchen Hastings
Ronald & Miriam Hinds
Fred & Marcia Hochberg
Richard Holland
Alan & Liz Jaffe
Nedra Kalish
Annbeth Katz
Elaine & Danny Katz
Phyllis Katz
Elihu & Marilyn Katzman
Alan Kaufman & Deborah Roth
Ofer & Dara Kaufman
Rhoda Koenigsberg
Edward & Susan Kopelowitz
Livingston & Saranne Kosberg

Steven & Wendy Kravitz
Steve & Dale Kulvin
Fred & Brenda Landes #
Mordi & Monica Lapin
Aaron & Lynne Leavitt
Harvey Lehrer &  

Susan Frisch Lehrer #
Howard & Judith Levin
Ira & Phyllis Lieberman
Charles & Roberta Liebowitz
Amy Lindner-Lesser
John & Nina Lipkowitz
Norman & Nancy Lipoff
Allan & Nan Lipton
Mark Lipton, PhD
Gloria Luria
Kenneth & Barbara Mahler
Helen Maislen
Jeffrey May & Kara Thornton
Fred Mensch & Andrea Bodine
Norman & Wilma Michaels
Alan & Nancy Milbauer
Nathan & Rebecca Milikowsky
Robert & Jane Miller
Gaye Moelis & Stan Greenfield
Alan & Toby Morganstein #
Harold Novick
Nancy Orovitz
Edward & Carol Oshinsky
Lawrence & Marsha Pacernick
Frank & Lynn Peseckis
Wendy Robbins
Rabbi Yaakov & Nina Rone
Jeffrey & Karen Ross
Walter & Iris Rubenstein
Milton Rubin
Sue Rudd
James Satovsky &  

Gail Asarch Satovsky
Leonard Saxe &  

Marion Gardner Saxe
Michael & Raquel Scheck 
Martin & Audrey Schlanger
David & Rosalie Schottenfeld
Dan Schulman &  

Jennie Kassanoff
John & Zelda Schwebel
Leonard and Gail Silverman
William & Marilyn Simons #
Jesse & Patty Spector
Ken & Lynn Stark
Charles & Rosalyn Stuzin
Richard Sussman
Leonard & Ellen Tabs
Steven & Carol Targum
Cynthia Tatalovich
Henry & Norma Tulgan #
Robert & Alba Tutnauer
Alexandra Warshaw
Harry & Eileen Weinstein
Ken & Rhea Werner
Warren & Myra Widmann
Steven & Florence Winter #
The Jessie and Bernard Wolfson 

Family Foundation
Louis & Mary Ann Yarmosky
Robert & Phyllis Yawitt
Joshua Yurfest &  

Kathleen Fraker #
Richard & Karen Zink #

General  
Contributors
Anonymous Donors (48)
Ed Abrahams
Elise Abrams
Bernard Abramson
Beth Abramson
Stephen & Phyllis Abramson
Rosalie & James Adamson
Leonard & Patricia Adelson
Andrew & Judith Adler
Susan Adler
Douglas Aiken
Murray & Barbara Akresh
Jason & Rachel Alemany
Sylvia Allan 
Marsha Altschuler

Joseph & Anne Apkin
Arthur Applestein &  

Lorraine Becker
Howard & Sue Arkans
Stuart & Helene Armet
Frank & Nancy Ashen
Ellen Axelrod
Margaret Axelrod
Suzanne Bach
Joyce Bacharach
Marc & Carrie Bachman
Hillel & Liliana Bachrach
Seymour Baer & Regina Karas
Joel & Trudy Balizer
Sigmund Balka
Michael Ballon
Connee & Dick Bandes
Philip & Rosalyn Baron
Donald & Barbara Barron
Lester & Amy Bart
Allen & Alice Bassen
Yvette Bastow
Elaine Baum
Steven & Susan Baum
Ira & Nancy Baumel
Stephen Bazil
Allen & Doris Belenson
David & Cindy Bell-Deane
Mickey Beller
Ruth Bemak
Lillian Bender
Joseph Benezra
Aleksey Berezkin
Nina Berezkin
Sima Berezkina
Analesa Berg
Michael Bergman
Miriam Bergman
Judy & Bob Bergner
Boris Berlin (of blessed memory)
Lewis Bernstein & Gaya Aranoff
Lillian Bernstein
Paul & Alyce Bernstein
Roma Bernstein
Cindy Berry
David Bershod & Juliette 

Kleinman
Gerald Berthiaume & Jane 

Perlman
Stuart Besnoff
Martin Biener (in memory of 

Phyllis Biener)
Donald & Rosetta Bierman
Alan & Cheryl Binder
John & Melissa Bissell
Samuel & Marilyn Bittman
Walter & Hildi Black
Robert & Barbara Blank
Lynette Blattner-Dukehart
Jeff & Sarah Blaugrund
Aileen Bliss
Anonymous
Josh Bloom
Martin & Glenna Bloom
Len & Barbara Blum
Bill & Hinda Bodinger
Walter & Suzanne Bogad
Frank Bonnevie & Marjorie 

Shulman
Maxine Bookless
Nan Ellen Bookless
Bruce & Elaine Bosworth
Marlene Brager
Myrna and Marvin Brams
Steve & Debbie Brandwein
Carole Bratter
Bernd & Helen Brecher
Mory & Laurie Brenner
Arline Breskin
Kenneth Brickman
Simeon & Judith Brinberg
Chaim Bronstein & Rabbi Pamela 

Wax
Larry Bronstein
Nancy Bronstein
Lawrence & Joan Brotman
Roger & Lara Brown
Irwin & Ilse Browner
Jack & Esther Budnick

Dan Buehler
Jerri Buehler
Mitchell Burgin
Daniel & Joan Burkhard
Lewis & Rochelle Burrows
Bradley & Rita Buschel
Myron & Harriet Bussel
David Buxton &  

Sherri James Buxton
Hanan & Rebecca Caine
Rabbi Ivan & Deborah Caine
Millie Calesky
Jim & Beth Callahan
Janet Carey
Joel & Susan Cartun
Natalie Castle
Rebecca & Daniel Cellana
Donald Chabon &  

D. Anne Rabinowitz
Eric & Lisa Chamberlain
Richard & Dale Charkow
Alan & Roselle Chartock
Mel & Iris Chasen
Myron Chefetz
Ellen Chenaux
Denise Cherry
Howard Cherry
Jae & Suzanne Chung
Gary & Sherry Citrin
Michael Citrin & Tracy Mack
Myrna Citron
Bruce & Joan Cohen
Daniel & Stephanie Cohen
David & Sherry Cohen
Edward & Nadine Cohen
Elizabeth & Madeline Cohen
Iris Cohen
Mark & Barbara Cohen
Nancy Cohen
Rich Cohen & Cheryl Sacks
Rob Cohen & Lori Thaler-Cohen
Philip Coleman
Joel Colker
Sue Colker
Sharyn & Robert Collins
Jerome Congress & Leslie 

Richman
Nancy Cook
Jesse & Rebecca Cook-Dubin
Leora, Reese & Asher  

Cook-Dubin
Anne Cooper
Howard Cooper
Robert Cooper
Claudia Coplan
William Cristo
Adele Cukor
Alan & Ellen Cutler
Joshua Cutler & Jessica Passetto
Lewis & Carol Dan
Ephrat David
Ted & Karen Davis
Jerome & Brenda Deener
Dr. Ari Delevie
David Dembowitz
Jonathan Denmark
Lara Denmark
Mark Dickerman & Hallie Halpern
Judith Dillon
Candy Docimo Mahony
Nathan Doctrow
Sheila Donath
Douglas & Amy Doty
Burt & Ellen Downes
The Drayman Family
Alexander & Aline Drescher
Arthur & Henya Drescher
Avi & Natasha Dresner
Dale Drimmer
Barbara Drosnin
Robert & Karen Drucker
Richard & Anna Jo Dubow
David & Lauren Dudley

James Duffy &  
Debora Cole-Duffy

Susan Dworkin
Alvin Edelstein
Bonnie Edelstein
Burton Edelstein
Michael & Eve Edwards
Sandy Einhorn
Edwin & Elaine Eisen
Donald & Janet Eisenstein
Cia Elkin & Laurence Gadd
Neil Ellenoff
Ed & Phyllis Epstein
Elaine Epstein
Chris Fader & Michele Bauer
Gerald & Ellen Falk
Paula Farbman
Corrado Fasciano &  

Jeannie Altshuler
Laura Feakes
Stuart & June Feigenblatt
Steven Fein & Wendy Penner
Steven Feiner & Cipora Brown
Stanley & Diana Feld
Lorraine Feldman
Ronald Feldman &  

Elizabeth Morse
Merle Ferber
Richard & Heidi Ferren
Robert Ferren
Maurice & Myril Filler
Adam Filson & Amy Cott Filson
Adele Finger
Milton & Helen Fink
Sherwin & Phylis Fink
Jack & Joyce Finkelstein
Manuel & Shirley Finkelstein
Richard & Diane Finkelstein
Steven & Renee Finn
Robert & Patricia Fire
Robin First
Leslie Fishbein
Marilyn Fisher
Marjorie Flashner
David & Ellen Flatow
Robin Fleet
Doris Fleisher
Charles & Joy Flint
Laura Flint
Roz Forman
Peter Franck & Kathleen Triem
Milton Freadman
Danny Freelander &  

Rabbi Elyse Frishman
Sidney & Lisa Freund
Edith Frieder
Elaine Friedman
Isabel Friedman
Joel Friedman & Marian Faytell
Lawrence Friedman &  

Aviva Wichler
Leonard & Gloria Friedman
Robert & Laura Friedman
Daniel & Rosele Frishwasser
Egon & Joan Fromm
Toni Front
Enid Fuhrman
Real & Alla Gadoury
Richard & Nancy Gagnon
Harry Galinsky & Rose Foster
Jed & Karen Garfield
Peter & Sharon Gelbwaks
Judy & Jeff Gelfand
Andrew Geller
Diana Geller
Robert & Patricia Geller
Jill & William Gellert
Philip & Joan Gellert
Robin Schultz
Steven & Jenny Gerrard
Edward & Anna Gershenson
Stephen & Sheila Gershoff
Judith Gitelson

David Glaser & Debra Stone
Michael Glass
Andor and Gloria Glattstein
Lillian Glickman
Judy Glockner
Scott & Karyn Goffin
Alan Gold
Barbara Gold
Henry & Karen Gold
Robert & Marcia Gold
Irwin & Mae Goldberg
Peter & Robin Goldberg
Ronald & Shoshana Goldberg
Rosalie Goldberg
Jack & Myrna Golden
Mark Goldfus &  

Beverely Rubman
Roger & Barbara Goldin
Sheila Goldlust
Roger Goldman & Fern Portnoy
Leon & Judy Goldsmith
Rob & Jenni Goldwasser
Ira & Susan Golub
Robert & Donna Goodman
Lynne Goodman-Leary
Alan & Marilyn Gordon
Garet Gordon
Rabbi Jodie Gordon &  

Josh Bloom
Susan Gordon
Jerry & Corinne Gorelick
Sherri Gorelick
David & Donna Gorson
Marc & Lauren Gotlieb
Julian & Beth Gott
Jon Gotterer
Barbara Gotthelf
Bill & Linda Grabel
Paul Graether &  

Barbara Rosenthal
Stanley & Joan Graff
Paul & Karen Graubard
Suzanne Graver
Jordan & Laura Green
Paul & Lisa Green
Steven Green & Rose Ellis
Larry Greenapple
Ed Greenbaum
Eric & Phyllis Greenberg
Joel & Carol Greenberg
Mel & Ellen Greenberg
Lenore Greenstein
Anita & Rich Greenwald
Mitchell Greenwald
Ted & Dru Greenwood
Rick Gregg & Linda Smothers
Peter Griffith & Marlene Chautin
Elizabeth Gross
Bill & Anne Grosser
Joel & Judith Grossman
Eden Gruenberg
Lenny Grunin
Gerald & Helen Gura
Louis & Evelyn Gutlaizer
Steven & Roberta Haas
Warren (of blessed memory) & 

Hope Hagler
Roz Halberstadter
Bob Hall
Barry & Sheila Halpern
Charles & Janel Halpern
Philip & Linda Halpern
Elie & Myrna Hammerling
Joel & Marsha Handel
Benjamin Handy &  

Mara Moskowitz-Handy
Debbie Harris & Bob Greenfield
Lily Harvitt
David Hautzig & Terri Sash
Suellen Havsy
Gerald & Barbara Hayden
Ellen Heffan
Cindy Helitzer
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Edwin Helitzer
Dennis & Diana Hellman
Libby Helpern
Neal & Barbara Henschel
Amy Herman
Howard Herman
Jeff & Deborah Herman
Yona Hermann
Timothy Herrmann &  

Heather Levy
Nelson & Anne Hershman
Mara Herskowitz
Robert & Beverly Hertzig
Matthew & Lesley Herzberg
Vincent Higuera & Robyn Rosen
Sara Hildebrandt & James Sinkoff
Arthur & Louise Hillman
Rabbis Neil & Liz Hirsch
Stuart & Susanne Hirshfield
Andrew & Barbara Hochberg
Scott Hochfelder &  

Jennifer Sacon
Sherry Hochman Boullt
Seth & Sarah Hoffman
Susan & John Hogan
Leonard & Harriet Holtz
John Horan & Diane Singer
Leon Horwitz
Edward & Sharyn Hotchkiss
Sharon Hotchkiss
Orion & Lisa Howard
Maxine Wisbaum and  

Nick Hubacker
John Huffaker & Pattie Lipman
Allen & Valerie Hyman 
Frederic & Robin Hyman
Harold & Elaine Isaacson
Jeffrey & Dina Israel
Richard & Lana Israel
Solomon & Carole Israel
Diane Israelite Weinstein
Alfred & Joann Ivry
Bernadette Jacobs
Bruce & Karen Jacobs
Eileen Jacobs
Jerrold & Carol Jacobs
Joseph & Phyllis Jaffe
Marc & Vivienne Jaffe
Mike & Katherine Jaffe
Harry & Arlene Jaroslaw
Jewish Federation of the  

Berkshires’ Children’s  
Campaign

Randy Johnson &  
Jacqueline Browner

Beryl Jolly
Gregory & Nina Jones
Morton & Sandra Josel
Maurice & Judith Joseph
Miriam & Gene Josephs
Gordon & Susan Josephson
Richard & Janice Kabel
Barbara Kahan
Fred & Nancy Kahn
Kenneth & Joan Kaiser
Marlene Kalfus
Barbara Kalib
Philip Kaminstein
Rhoda Kaminstein
Irwin & Abby Kanarek
Herbert Kantor
Lisa Kantor
Norman & Elinor Kantrowitz
Chris & Rachel Kanz
Ben & Lore Kaplan
Beverly Kaplan
Daniel & Rita Kaplan
Lawrence & Carolyn Kaplan
Marvin Kaplan & Alice Jo Siegel
Philip Kaplan
Samuel Karlin
Sharon Karlin
Seymour Karpen
Vivian Kasen
Shirley Kasindorf
Larry & Tina Kassman
Armand & Gloria Katz
Dana Katz
Judith Katz
Bernard & Miriam Kauderer
Carol Goodman Kaufman
Rabbi Jan Caryl Kaufman
Joel Kaufman
Maya Kaufman
Dr. Seth & Mrs. Ruth Kaufman
Stephen Kaufman &  

Rabba Kaya Stern-Kaufman
Susie Kaufman
Jane Kavanau
Paul & Adele Kellman
Chris Kelly and Maude Rich
Ellen Kenwood
Steven & Judith Kibrick
David King &  

Sharon Flitterman-King
Rabbi Ralph & Brenda Kingsley

Boris Kirshteyn
Mila Kirshteyn
Moysey Kirshteyn
Rebecca Kirshteyn
Yakov & Rushaniya Kirshteyn
Larry & Sondra Klein
Lawrence & Sarah Klein
Laurence & Joan Kleinman
Tatyana Knaster
Peter & Susan Kolben
Edwin & Roselyn Kolodny
Carole Kolton
Allen & Roslaind Kopstein
Esther Kosakoff
Earl & Janet Kramer
Jonathan Kramer
Eric Kramer & Sharon Rawlings
Elliott Krancer
Helen Krancer
Henry Kranz
Robert Kraus
Dave & Ann Krawet
Myra Kressner
Yefim Kurchenko
Leatrice Kushlefsky
Alexander Kutik
Lyubov Kutik
David LaChance & Joan Rubel
Peter Laipson & Alison Lobron
Eric & Cookie Lamet
Tobi & Ellen Lanciano
The Landa Family
Robert & Carole Landau
David Lane
Stanley & Alice Lane
Peter & Mona Lanzer
Ira & Fran Lapidus
Gisela Lawton
David & Judi Lazan
Jeff Lazarus & Phyllis Cohen
David Leavitt
Helene Leavitt
Mark & Taryn Leavitt
Philip & Susan Lebowitz
Andrew & Jilly Lederman
Elaine Lee
Timothy & Janet Lee
William Lee
Mark Lefenfeld & Mimi Rosenblatt
Bruce & Roberta Lefkowitz
Donna Lefkowitz
Midge Lefkowitz
Wallace & Sheila Lehman
Eugene & Augusta Leibowitz
Charles Lemmen & Jen Margo
Lois & Stephen Lenett
Sylvia Lenhoff (in memory of Dr. 

Howard Lenhoff)
Harriet Leonard
Dolores Lerman
Howard & Kay Lerner
Judith Lerner
Milton Lestz & Adam Irick
Macey Levin & Gloria Miller
The Peter F. & Mary W. Levin 

Philanthropic Fund at  
InterAct for Change

Andrew Levine
Arline Levine
Cecily Levine
Lou & Pat Levine
Martin & Hilda Levine
Murry & Judah Levine
Rabbi Murray Levine &  

Goldie Taub 
Peter Levine & Ellen Croibier
Sydney & Judith Levine
Toby Levine
Kitty Levitan
Mary Levitt
Georgette Levy
Phillip & Rita Levy
Pommy & Jerry Levy
Ralph & Evelyn Levy
Seth Levy & Yahna Saltsman
Sue Levy
Willam Levy & Karen Kelly
Joseph & Bonnie Lewis
Martin & Sharon Lewis
Bob Lezberg & Jenny Greenfeld
Francine Licata & Helaine Harris
Michael Lichtenstein
Barbara Liebert
Erna Lindner-Gilbert
Edward & Iris Lipke
Paul & Frances Lippmann
Michael & Christine Lipton
Susan B. Lipton
Frank Litsky & Zina Greene
Helen Liveten
Martin & Madeline Lizt
Donald Lombardi & Helene Fuchs
Richard & Roslyn Lorge
Gerald & Selma Lotenberg
David Lotto & Norah Walsh
Ann Lyons

Jack & Judith Machanik
Dick Macht
Edward & Joan Mahler
Hank Maimin & Elizabeth Baer
Bob Mainzer &  

Carole Schwimmer
Morton Makler & Sonia Pilcer
Charles & Marcia Mandel
Barbara Mandler
Dorothy Margolin
Michael & Marilyn Margolis
Ruth & Robert (of blessed  

memory) Markovits
Robert Markowitz
Ricki Marks
Greta Marsh
Jonah Marshall & Eric Casey
Steve & Jala Martin
Marjorie Marusarz
Mort & Suzanne Marvin
Dr. & Mrs. Ronald Match
Eliyho & Barbara Matz
Hillel & Janet Maximon
Allen & Lise Mayer
Sy and Edi Mayerson
Arnold Mazurenko
Tanay Mazurenko
Charles & Gayle Mazursky
James McAllister & Carrie Greene
Judy Menikoff
Joseph & Brenda Menker
Alan Metzger
Margery Metzger
Shirley Metzger (of blessed 

memory)
Enid Michelman
Richard Mickey & Nancy Salz
Anonymous
Michael & Annette Miller
Anonymous
Steven & Elizabeth Miller
Irving & Esther Mindlin
Bradley Minnen & Bonnie Saks
Miss Hall’s School
Etya Mizikovskaya
Alan & Alice Model
Jonathan Molk & Christine Bellino
Ronnie & Stanley Monsky
Lee & Linda Morgenlander
Leslie Morris
Michael & Jennifer Morris
Joel & Gayle Moskowitz
Norman Moskowitz
Trudy Moskowitz
Judy Moss
Matthew & Sharon Mozian
Robert Munch &  

Joan Goldberg Munch
Peter Murphy & Audrey Thier
Barbara Myers
Chuck & Judith Myers
Gerald & Beverly Nacheman
Jonathan & Jennifer Nacht
Michael Nathan &  

Beth Laster-Nathan
Bennett & Ruth Nathanson 
William & Elizabeth Nayor
Bruce Nayowith &  

Rosa Zubizarreta
Vitaly & Elena Nazarov
Harry & Carolyn Newman
Marc & Phyllis Newman
Larry & Faith Newmark
Nancy Nirenberg
Judith Nishman
Carol Noble
Jack & Ruth Nodiff
Mildred Novick
Bobbie Nussbaum
David Oelberg & Liana Fraenkel
Bonnie Oloff
Al & Ann Oppenheim
Lesley Oransky
David & Susan Orenstein
Walter & Gail Orenstein
Jim & Eve Orlow
James Overmyer & Ellen Weiden
Colin Ovitsky & Sopheup Nhim
Curt & Elisabeth Pader
Guyon & Patricia Pancer
Robert & Joyce Parks
Richard Pasternak
Daniel & Andrea Patel
Arthur & Susan Peisner
Jane Pellish
Larry Pellish
Louise Penney
Rabbis Rex Perlmeter &  

Rachel Hertzman
Martin & Shiffra Perlmutter
Carol Pertchik
Larry & Phyllis Phillips
Irving & Sharon Picard
Joel & Maddy Policzer
Cecil & Ellen Pollen
Michael & Sybil Pollet

Berkshire Mountain House
David & Maribeth Pomerantz
Paula Pomerantz
Philip Pomerantz
Lawrence Ponemon &  

Joan Grossman
Mark & Jean Poopor
Andrew Potler
Harold & Arlene Potler
Marcia Powdermaker
Neil & Saralee Powers
Steve & Debra Prince
Joel & Loretta Prives
Michael & Ilene Prokup
Stephen & Jody Prunier
Steven & Joyce Pyenson
Gail Raab
Georgiy Rabinovich
Wendy Rabinowitz & Jeff Borak
Judy Rachelle
Jerome & Hilda Radin
Leonard & Darlene Radin
Stephen & Helen Radin
Beth Radsken
Joel Radsken
Sharon Strassfeld &  

Michael Ramella
Viktor Rashkes
Michael & Sharon Rebell
Joseph & Carol Reich
Mark & Jane Reiner
Ron & Lori Reiss
David Resnik
Ronald & Karen Rettner
Rosamond Rice
Paul & Betty Rich
Thomas & Pam Rich
Richard & Diana Richter
Lewis & Marcia Ripps
Linda Robbins
Tamara Robin Jasper
Stu & Myrna Rodkin
Jerry & Lorraine Rodman
Maurice-Rogers Family
Martin & Shelley Rolf
Kayla Rooney
Cheryl Rose
Helaine Rose
Henry Rose
Alex & Jane Rosen
Martha Rosen
Miriam Rosenbaum
Claire Rosenberg
Ernst & Judith Rosenberger
Alex & Sabina Rosenblum
Lawrence & Laurel Rosenbluth
Irv Rosenthal & Ruth Jarmul
Rabbi Dennis Ross
Lawrence & Alice Rothbaum
Sheldon & Heidi Rothberg
Jeffrey Rothenberg &  

Sarah Feldman
Orson & Dianne Rothkopf
Albert & Frani Rothman
Lewis & Anne Rothman
Alan & Harriet Rothstein
Dan & Lori Rothstein
David & Janet Rothstein
Joe & Phyllis Rothstein
Renee Rotta
Roman Rozenblyum
Kenneth & Francine Rubenstein
Shirley Rubenstein
Alan & Sandra Rubin
Barbara Rubin
Jack & Lenore Rubin
Steve Rubin & Jean Moore
Abigail Rubinstein
Benjamin & Alice Rudin
Harold Rudin
Fredric Rutberg &  

Judith Monachina
David & Amy Rutstein
Ron Rutstein & Jennifer Yohalem
Larry Saed & Leslie Elias 
Alan & Jane Salamon
Amy Sales
Edwin Salsitz
Boris & Inna Saltanovich
Bob & Lee Salz
Willard Salzer
Robert & Susan Salzman
Rabbi Harold & Audrey Salzmann
Pam Sandler
Stuart & Phyllis Sandrew
Fern Sann
Kenneth Sann
Aaron Sardell & Deborah August
Howard Saunders & Roberta 

Immerman
The Sawyer Family
Ken & Edie Schechter
Stella Schecter (in memory of Joe 

Schecter)
Vivian Scheinmann
Paul & Aviva Schieber

Mike Schiffer
Leonard & Alice Schiller
Lewis & Joyce Schiller
Charlotte Schluger
Steven Schneider – Schneider 

Engineering, PLLC
Myrna & Alvin Schneiderman
Bruce Schreiber &  

Ronney Rosenberg
Stephen & Deborah Schreier
Ralph Schulman
Sue Schulman
Ellen Schwaitzberg
Harold & Joan Schwartz
Iris Schwartz
Martin & Jane Schwartz
Naomi Schwartz
Marvin & Carol Schwartzbard
Bob & Elke Schwedel
Henry & Anita Schwerner
Steven Schwinder & Jane Dystel
David Scribner
Judy Seaman
Thomas Sebestyen
Richard Seeley
Leo & Andrea Seligsohn
Mark & Elizabeth Selkowitz
Johanna Selkowitz Sisselman
Richard & Shana Senzel
Marcie Setlow
Bernice Shainman
Hal & Harriet Shair
Eyal Shapira
Barry & Marjorie Shapiro
Burton D. Shapiro &  

Melinda S. Tanzman
Donald & Arlene Shapiro
Howard & Shirley Shapiro
Marvin & Roberta Shapiro
Stanley & Ruth Shapshay
Mark & Hally Shaw
Barbara Shepetin
Molly Sheriff
Arthur Sherman
Barbara Shickmanter
Bruce Shickmanter
Gloria Shipper
Jane Shiyah
Michael & Arlene Shreefter
Nancy Shulman
Carl & Claudia Shuster
Leonid Shymberg &  

Yulia Zakhozha
Dana Siegel
Jack & Alice Siegel
Jeffrey Siegel
Norma Siegel
Carole Siegel 
Efrem & Frederica Sigel
Bob & Roberta Silman
Martin Silver
Miriam Silver
John Feldman & Sheila Silver
Sylvia Silverberg (in memory of 

Jerry)
Gene & Hope Silverman
Jane Silverman
Charles & Mary Simon
Amy Simons Abramovich
Bruce & Ronnie Singer
Kenneth & Christine Singer
Maria Sirois
Galina Sirota
Steve Skoblow & Jenny Gitlitz
Marcia Slaminksy
David Slick & Robin Seeley
Joseph Slipowitz
Carl & Toby Sloane Family 

Foundation
Robert Nason & Lisa Sloane
John Slote
Alice Small
Joseph Small
Larry & Jewel Smith
Leon & Elaine Smith
Marvin Smith
Michael & Pam Smith
Vicki Smith & Arlene Kozaka
Brad & Lauren Sokol
Alan Solomon
George & Dorinne Sorter
Steven Souza & Karen Kwitter
Harold Sparr &  

Suzanne Abramsky
Steve & Mimi Stambler
Rabbi Arthur & Linda Starr
Robert & Dita Steiglitz
Arthur Stein
Ron & Marion Stein
Herbert Stein
Dan & Helene Sterling
Albert Stern & Rachel Margolis
Claire & Ed Stiepleman
Michael Stoll
Judith Stolzberg 
Michael & Lois Storch

Jefferson Strait & Robin Brickman
Martin Stransky &  

Isabelle Weinberg 
Mariah Strattner
Benjamin Strauss & Jessie Fried
Lawrence Strauss &  

Francine Weinberg
Carol & Richard Strunin
William Stuhlbarg
Donald & Phoebe Sugarman
Laurie Sukel
Richard & Sherry Sukel
Andrew Sustiel &  

Lori Pine-Sustiel
Alice Swersey
Dorothy & Gerry Swimmer
Madeleine Swindlehurst
Michael & Arlene Symons
Lisa Szeman
Jeffrey & Susan Tannenbaum
Matthew Tannenbaum
Rose Tannenbaum
Irving Tanzman
Jayson & Jenifer Tanzman
Edith Taskin
Richard Taskin
Morton Taubin &  

Rochelle Leinwand
Ilene Tetenbaum & Irwin Leff
Roger & Laura Thompson
Roger & Jerry Tilles
Lora Tobias
Sigmund Tobias
Amy & Jack Tobin
Kathi Todd
Robert & Natalie Tublitz
Floyd & Marcia Tuler
Stanley & Marilyn Tulgan
Ron & Judy Turbin
Gary & Bernice Turetsky
Edward Udel
Lisa Udel
Howard Unker
Ron & Sandra Veillette
Loet & Edith Velmans
Barry & Arline Verkauf
Diana Versenyi
Chester & Madeline Vogel
Rabbi Levi & Sara Volovik
Edward & Linda Wacks
Robert & Ruth Waldheim
Philip & Florence Wallach
Roberta Waller
Jewish News
Ron & Marilyn Walter
Eleanor Ware
Gerald & Helaine Warshaw
Michael & Barbara Wasserman
Neel Webber & Judith Pomerantz
Lawrence & Judy Weber
Joshua & Darlene Weeks
Bruce & Penny Wein
Rabbi David & Judith Weiner
Peter & Sheila Weiner
Sidney & Susan Weinstein
Roney & Gail Weis
Elliott & Caroline Weisberger
David & Estare Weiser
Joel & Phyllis Weiss
Julie Weiss
Michael & Gail Weiss
Robert Werbel
Claire Wernik-Cantone
Leslie Wessler
Cyndie White
Marlene White
Arthur & Anne Wichman
Jack & Jane Widitor
Susan Wilansky
Randy & Mara Winn
Charles Wohl & Alba Passerini 
Greg Wolf
Joel & Fran Wolk
Jerry & Henrietta Wolland
James Wood & Rebecca Gold
Bill & Carrie Wright
Alec and Anna Yantovsky
Nat & Louise Yohalem
Margot Yondorf
Robert & Karen Youdelman
Thomas & Cindy Zanconato
Barry Zaret
Minna Zaret
Rabbi Deborah Zecher
Cheryl Zellman & Marc Gordon
Alla Zernitskaya
Mildred Zimmerman
Leonard & Linda Zinberg
Martin & Marlene Zuckerman
Susan Zuckerman

Jewish Women’s 
Foundation of Berk-
shire County
Susan Abramowitz
Judi Adler
Ann Appelbaum
Gail Asarch Satovsky
Helene Berger
Hinda Bodinger
Judith Brinberg 
Cipora Brown
Barbara Cohen
Hillary Cohen
Mimi Cohen 
Phyllis Cohen
Bobbi Cohn
Judy David
Brenda Deener
Sheila Drill
Terry Drucker
Marian Faytell Friedman
Pat Fingeroth
Marilyn Fisher
Lynn Foggle 
Jo Anne Freedman
Shirley Friedman Yohalem 
Jill Gaffin
Irma Gal
Louise Galpern 
Robin Gerber
Lois Ginsberg 
Jane Glaser 
Barbara Glasser
Susan Groberg
Judie Grossman
Mimi Heyman 
Liz Jaffe
Julia Kaplan
Kathryn Karson
Annbeth Katz
Marilyn Katzman 
Joan Kleinman 
Sara Koffman
Carole Kolton
Leslie Kozupsky
Helaine Lender
Vicki Loring
Susan Ludwig 
Paula Lustbader
Joan Mahler
Ellen Masters 
Brenda Menker 
Nancy Milbauer 
Edith Michelson
Gay Moelis
Gayle Moskowitz
Linda Moskowitz
Ronna Niederman
Carol Oshinsky
Helice Picheny
Penny Pincus
Diane Provenz
Marcia Ripps
Elaine Roberts 
Barbara Rosenbaum
Elizabeth Rosenberg
Laurel Rosenbluth
Frani Rothman 
Iris Rubenstein
Sue Rudd
Sandra Samdperil
Raquel Scheck
Marcia Schmier 
Anne Schnesel 
Zelda Schwebel
Harriet Schweitzer
Lois Sharzer
Hally Shaw 
Sharon Siegel
Elaine Silberstein 
Roberta Silman
Carol Smokler 
Carol Spero-Minkoff
Enid Spira
Lauren Engel Spitz
Lynn Stark
Roberta Sucoff
Revekka Sumner
Sue Sussman
Carol Targum
Joan Ury
Sue Weintraub
Robin Weiser
Donna Weiss
Gail Weiss
Myra Widmann
Judy Wrubel

Thank You!
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resort city of Eilat. 
Sponsored by the Chicago 

chapter of the FIDF, “Israel on 
Two Wheels” raises awareness 
and funds on behalf of the 
Strides Program for wound-
ed IDF soldiers. Tosk says 
that eight wounded warriors 
joined the ride for all or part 
of the tour. “These guys had 
prosthetic devices,” he says, 
“and showed how humans can 
overcome adversity. They com-
pensate for what they don’t 
have by zealously training to 
overcome their handicaps.

“They’ve lost legs to land-
mines, had their vehicles 
blown up. But they’re animals 
– just as strong as anyone 
else.” Tosk shares that the op-
portunity to help the wounded 
was one of the attractions of 
this particular ride – he him-
self is the father of a handi-
capped child, and feels strong 
compassion for the soldiers’ 
challenges. 

The Israel visit also marked 
a reconnection with Jewish 
involvement for Tosk. The son 
of a New Jersey rabbi (who 
started out Orthodox, then 
switched to Reform), Tosk was 
raised traditionally but de-
scribes his recent Jewish iden-
tity like this: “I’m a Jew. That’s 
it.” Once affiliated with Temple 
Anshe Amunim, in recent 
years he has spent Yom Kip-
pur in the woods, often finding 
himself atop the Berkshires’ 
own Mount Sinai, adjacent to 
Hancock Shaker Village. 

Tosk arrived in Israel 
during the spate of Palestinian 
stabbings, and while he says 
he sometimes felt vulnerable, 
the situation “did not impede 
what we did – showing soli-
darity and support with the 
soldiers.” He was impressed by 
the way “life goes on every day, 
no matter what.”

Along the route, he visit-
ed military installations that 
allowed him to experience 
how IDF soldiers live and “the 
sacrifices that they make.” 
The tour took in four seas – 
the Mediterranean, Galilee, 

ISRAEL BIKE TOUR, continued from page 1

As my parents planted for me before I was born, so do I plant for those who come after me. – Talmud

Anonymous (9)
Ed Abrahams
Norman Avnet
Barbara Bashevkin
Robert Bashevkin
Linda J. L. Becker
Robert Berend
Shelley Berend
Helene Berke

Lawrence Berke
Lee & Sydelle Blatt
Betty Braun
Cipora Brown
Barbara Cohen
Mark Cohen
Mimi Cohen
C. Jeffrey & Judith Cook
Gerry & Lynn Denmark
Jonathan & Lara Denmark
Sheila K. Donath
Melva Eidelberg
Monroe England, in memory of 

Monroe B. & Isabel England
Dr. Armand V. Feigenbaum,  

of blessed memory
Dr. Donald S. Feigenbaum,  

of blessed memory 
Steven Feiner
Diana & Stanley Feld

Stuart M. Fischman
Lynn & William Foggle
Elaine Freidman
Eiran Gazit
Jeffrey Goldwasser & Jonquil 

Wolfson
Jordan & Laura Green
Harold Grinspoon
Ellen Heffan
Ed Jaffe, of blessed memory
Elihu Katzman
Marilyn Katzman 
Howard & Nancy Kaufman
Lawrence Klein
Sarah Klein
Arthur Kriger, of blessed 

memory
Fred & Brenda Landes
Beth Laster-Nathan
Andrew S. Levine

Toby H. Levine
Erna Lindner-Gilbert
Amy Lindner-Lesser
Helen Maislen
Ellen Masters
Stuart Masters
Estelle Miller
Robert Newman, of blessed 

memory
Ken & Fran Rubenstein
Stella Schecter
Arlene D. Schiff
Gary Schiff
Stephen & Deborah Schreier
Martin Silver
Sylvia Silverberg, in memory of 

Jerome Silverberg
Richard A. Simons & Marcie 

Greenfield Simons
Mark & Elisa Snowise

Harold Sparr
Lisa Fletcher-Udel
Edward Udel
Michael & Joan Ury
Mark & Judy Usow
Henry & Beate Voremberg,  

of blessed memory
Alexandra Warshaw
Florence Wineberg, of blessed 

memory
Rabbi Deborah Zecher & 

Rabbi Dennis Ross 

Thank you to these individuals who through their gift to the Legacy Circle will ensure that 
the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires thrives long into the future. May your name be a 
Blessing, and may the example you set inspire others to create their own Jewish Legacy.

LOCAL NEWS

The Negev’s HaMaktesh HaGadol

Rabbi Jill Hammer to Speak 
on Her New Book,  
The Hebrew Priestess
PITTSFIELD – On Saturday, 
February 27 at 7 p.m., Rabbi 
Jill Hammer will discuss her 
new book, The Hebrew Priest-
ess: Ancient and New Visions 
of Jewish Women’s Spiritual 
Leadership at Temple Anshe 
Amunim, 26 Broad Street in 
Pittsfield. This talk is co-spon-
sored by RIMON: A Collabo-
rative Community for Jewish 
Spirituality, Temple Anshe 
Amunim, and Congregation 
Beth Israel. The evening will 
begin with havdalah and will 
include Torah study. 

The Hebrew Priestess 
weaves together a careful ex-
amination of historical Hebrew 
priestesses with the personal 
experiences of contemporary 
women who have embarked 
on a new and groundbreaking 
spiritual path as part of the 
Kohenet Hebrew Priestess In-

Rabbi Jill Hammer

stitute, which Rabbi Hammer 
and Rabbi Taya Shere founded 
in 2005. Rabbi Hammer, an 
author, teacher, midrashist, 
poet, and priestess, is the 
director of Spiritual Education 
for the Academy for Jewish 
Religion in Yonkers. She is the 
author of five books including 
Sisters at Sinai: New Tales of 
Biblical Women (2001), The 
Jewish Book of Days: A Com-
panion for All Seasons (2006) 
and The Omer Calendar of 
Biblical Women (2012).

This talk is free and open to 
the public.

Dead, and Red. The highlight 
of his tour – “the most exciting 
single-day ride I’ve ever taken” 
– was the ride to HaMaktesh 
HaGadol, a cratered box can-
yon created by erosion. The 
Negev has five such geologi-
cal formations. “We climbed 
through the desert to the rim,” 

he says, “and the next day 
rode down.” The trip conclud-
ed with a “stunningly gorgeous 
descent into Eilat.”

Tosk says Israel is an 
“amazing country.” He adds 
the “now that I’ve gotten my 
feet wet, I’m going to see how I 
can get back.”

Weekly Torah Study through the Mussar 
Tradition
LENOX – On Wednesday 
nights starting February 
17, RIMON: A Collaborative 
Community for Jewish Spiritu-
ality offers a series of classes 
exploring the weekly Torah 
portion through the lens of 
Tikkun Middot and Mus-
sar. Classes will be held at 
7 p.m. at the Chapel of the 
Church on the Hill.

The focus of Mussar 
emphasizes the refinement 
of one’s personal attributes 
and the development of 
spiritual qualities (middot) 
such as humility, mindful 
speech, patience, gratitude, 
and compassion. Each 
week, class members will 
explore the Torah portion 
from the vantage point of 
a particular quality and learn 
spiritual exercises for develop-
ing these aspects more fully as 

life unfolds. 
These classes are inspired 

by the work of Rabbis Pame-
la Wax and Marc Margolis 
through the Institute for Jew-
ish Spirituality. All classes are 

taught by Rabba Kaya Stern-
Kaufman, and may be attend-
ed on a drop-in basis. Each 

class is free standing.
Classes will take place on 

the following Wednesdays:
• February 17 & 24
• March 2, 9,16, & 30
• April 6 & 13

The fee for each class is 
$20 or $120 for the series, 
with scholarships avail-
able upon request. RIMON 
members receive a 10% 
discount. For more infor-
mation, call (413) 274-1034 
or visit the RIMON website 
www.rimonberkshires.org.

The Chapel of the 
Church on the Hill is locat-
ed at 55 Main St., Lenox. 
Please note that the Chapel 
of the Church on the Hill 
is the small, brown shin-
gle building opposite the 

Village Center parking lot, not 
the main church building.

Mussar-inspired diagram of  
spiritual qualities (middot)
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FEBRUARY

Monday, 15 ............Closed for Presidents Day

Tuesday, 16 .............  Fish chowder, grilled cheese 
sandwich, stewed tomatoes, salad, multi-grain bread, 
apricots, coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.

Thursday, 18 ...........10:45a.m., “Sar-El: A Way to Vol-
unteer” with Martin Silver.  Lunch: Stuffed shell casserole, 
broth with greens, beets, bread TBA, chocolate chunk 
cookies, coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.

Monday, 22 ............10:45a.m., “Process of Aging” 
with therapist Maggie Bittman.  Lunch: Roast brisket**#, 
turkey vegetable soup, latkes, applesauce, asparagus, 
Challah, mandarin oranges, and tea.

Tuesday, 23 .............  Chicken leftover day#, green 
beans, baby carrots, salad, rye bread, pineapple, and 
tea.

Thursday, 25 ...........10:45a.m., “Small Steps to a 
Healthier You” with Katie Mead, BSN, RN of Berkshire 
Health Systems. First in five part series. Limited number 
of participants. Call 413-445-9232 to register.  Lunch: 
Chef’s choice of pizza, beets, salad, muffins, grapes, 
coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.

Monday, 29 ............10:45a.m., RSVP Volunteer Pro-
gram with Cheryl Whalen and Marissa Bogins.  Lunch: 
Meat lasagna#, zucchini rice soup, mixed vegetables, 
Italian bread, pears, and tea.

MARCH

Tuesday, 1 ...............  Chicken nuggets#, tomato soup, 
peas, sweet potato fries, whole wheat bread, tropical 
fruit salad, and tea.

Thursday, 3 .............10:45a.m., “Small Steps to a 
Healthier You” with Katie Mead, BSN, RN of Berkshire 
Health Systems. Second in five part series. Limited 
number of participants. Call 413-445-9232 to regis-
ter.  Lunch: Hot dogs & beans, curried asparagus soup, 
salad, hot dog rolls, parve cookies, and tea.

Monday, 7 ..............10:45a.m., Chair Yoga with certi-
fied Kripalu teacher, Robin Seeley.  Lunch: Turkey Italian 
style**#, minestrone soup, Italian beans, noodles and 
cacciatore sauce, rolls, applesauce, and tea.

Tuesday, 8 ...............  Stuffed cabbage casserole**#, 
brown rice, baby carrots, salad, pumpernickel bread, 
apricots, and tea.

Thursday, 10  ..........10:45a.m., “Small Steps to a 
Healthier You” with Katie Mead, BSN, RN of Berkshire 
Health Systems. Third in five part series. Limited number 
of participants. Call 413-445-9232 to register.  Lunch: 
Macaroni & cheese, stewed tomatoes, salad, potato 
bread, grapes, coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.

Monday, 14 ............10:45a.m., “Major American Jew-
ish Writers of the 20th Century” focusing on Henry Roth 
with Hugh Black.  Lunch: Beef stew**#, noodles, salad, 
white bread, fruit cocktail, and tea.

Tuesday, 15 .............  Stir fried chicken**#, Miso Udon 
soup, rice, mixed vegetables, multi-grain bread, pine-
apple, and tea.

Thursday, 17 ...........10:45a.m., “Small Steps to a 
Healthier You” with Katie Mead, BSN, RN of Berkshire 
Health Systems. Fourth in five part series. Limited number 
of participants. Call 413-445-9232 to register.  Lunch: 
Corned beef & cabbage**#, brown rice, salad, marble 
rye bread, poor man’s whiskey bars, and tea.

Monday, 21 ............10:45a.m., “Current Events: Up-
dates and Discussion” with Attorney and Financial Plan-
ner Edward Insley.  Lunch: Fish sticks**, cream of mush-
room soup, sweet potato fries, peas & carrots, whole 
wheat bread, mandarin oranges, coffee, tea, and milk 
for coffee.

Tuesday, 22 .............  Vegetarian Moussaka**, rice, mini 
Greek salads, rolls, bread pudding, coffee, tea, and 
milk for coffee

Thursday, 24 .............10:45a.m., “Small Steps to a Health-
ier You” with Katie Mead, BSN, RN of Berkshire Health Sys-
tems. Final in five part series. Limited number of participants. 
Call 413-445-9232 to register.  Lunch: Roasted chicken**#, 
whole grain and bean soup, potatoes O’Brien, wax and 
green beans, multi-grain bread, pears, and tea.

Monday, 28 ............10:45a.m., Senator Ben Downing 
on his recent trip to Israel.  Lunch: Spaghetti and meat 
sauce#, noodle soup, broccoli, salad, Italian bread, 
peaches, and tea.

Programs take place Mondays and Thursdays at 10:45 a.m. Lunch is served Monday and Thursday  
at 12 p.m, through September 3. Tuesday lunch resumes on September 8.  
Venue: Congregation Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Rd, Pittsfield, MA.

Programs take place Mondays and Thursdays at 10:45 a.m. Lunch is served Mondays, Tuesdays, 
and Thursdays at noon.  
Venue: Congregation Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Rd, Pittsfield, MA.

IMPORTANT 
NOTICE

Knesset Israel  
renovations

Due to renovations taking 
place at Congregation Knesset 
Israel, the Federation’s “Con-
necting With Community” se-
ries and kosher lunch program 
may experience some minor 
disruptions through March 
2016. We apologize for any 
inconvenience this may cause.

We will do our best to keep 
the community apprised of 
changes as they develop and 
appreciate your flexibility as 
we work to maintain the high 
quality of this valuable com-
munity program. 

Like us on  
Facebook:

• Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires

• PJ Library  
Berkshire County

continued on next page
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OBITUARIES

Marjorie Leah “Midge” 
Gelber, 89, loved life
PALM BEACH GARDENS, FL – 
Marjorie Leah “Midge” Gelber, 
89, passed away peacefully on 
Thursday, November 26 at her 
home at Devonshire in Palm 
Beach Gardens, FL.

Mrs. Gelber joins her loving 
husband, Philip Aaron Gelber; 
her two sisters, Mae Richard 
and Evelyn Lessin – together 
known as the pixilated sisters; 
and her sister and brothers-in-
law, Howard Richard, Marvin 
Lessin, and Larry and Edith 
Weiss. She is survived by her 
three sons, Richard, Bruce 
and Chuck; their spouses, 
Shari, Rosemarie and Mar-
ianela; eight grandchildren: 
Mitchell, Scott, Lauren, Lisa, 
Gregory, Cara, Jonathan and 
Michael; and four great-grand-
children: Sam, Sol, Sid and 
Elan. 

Mrs. Gelber was born in 
Philadelphia, received her 
Bachelor’s Degree at The Ohio 
State University, moved to New 
Jersey after getting married, 
and in her later years split her 
time between homes in Florida 
and the Berkshires. She was a 
painter and a sculptress. She 
loved dancing, bird watching, 
kayaking, the outdoors, travel-
ing, art and music of all kinds, 
and her family and friends. In 
a word, she loved life.

Interment was private. A 
memorial service was held at 
the Renaissance Woodbridge 
Hotel, Iselin, NJ, on Sunday, 
December 20. A celebration of 
her life was held in the Cav-
endish Room at Devonshire, 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL, on 
Sunday, December 13.

An endowment fund for a 
memorial bench in her honor 
has been established at Mass 
Audubon’s Canoe Meadows 
Wildlife Sanctuary. Contribu-
tions may be made, payable to 
Mass Audubon and indicating 
Marjorie Gelber bench, by 
mailing to 472 West Mountain 
Road, Lenox, MA 01240 or 
calling (413) 637-0320. Contri-
butions may also be made to 
Hospice of Palm Beach County 
Foundation at (561) 494-6887 
or www.hpbcf.org.

Marion (Shapiro) Pa-
tashnick, 96, passionate 
about education
LONGMEADOW – Marion 
(Shapiro) Patashnick, 96, died 
Sunday, December 20 at the 
Jewish Nursing Home. She 
was a former longtime resident 
of North Adams.

Born August 12, 1919, 
daughter of Joseph and Min-
nie Esther (Rubenstein) Shap-
iro, she graduated from Drury 
High School and North Adams 
State Teacher’s College. Pas-
sionate about education, Mrs. 
Patashnick was an elementary 
school teacher at the former 
Mark Hopkins School. She 
was a member of Congregation 
Beth Israel and its Hadassah. 

Mrs. Patashnick was the 
widow of Sidney Patashnick, 
who died on May 25, 1983. 
They were married on July 14, 
1946. 

Mrs. Patashnick loved 
spending time with her family 
and friends. She took pride 
in the happiness and accom-
plishments of her children and 
grandchildren. She enjoyed 
playing bridge, taking walks, 
going to Red Sox games with 

her family, listening to mu-
sic, and eating a piece of dark 
chocolate each day. Every 
evening you could find her 
watching Wheel of Fortune 
and Jeopardy! 

Survivors include her two 
sons Michael Patashnick and 
his wife Ellen of Springfield, 
MA and Alan Patashnick of 
Woodland Hills, CA; three 
grandchildren Matthew Pa-
tashnick and his partner, Sam 
Chandan; Sara Patashnick; 
and Andrew Patashnick and 
his fiancée, Brooke Madden; 
and nieces and nephews. She 
was predeceased by sister 
Rose Bauver, brother Michael, 
and twin brother Irving. Her 
family wishes to thank the 
staff at Ruth’s House and Jew-
ish Life Care for their years 
of compassionate, respectful, 
and quality care. 

A graveside service was 
held on Wednesday December 
23 at Beth Israel Cemetery 
in Clarksburg, MA. Memorial 
contributions may be made to 
Jewish Geriatric Services in 
care of Flynn & Dagnoli-Mon-
tagna Home For Funerals 
Central Chapel, 74 Marshall 
St. North Adams, MA 01247.

Robert Leslie Markovits, 
78, world-renowned phi-
latelist
STOCKBRIDGE – Robert Leslie 
Markovits, 78, a long-time 
resident of Stockbridge, died 
Sunday morning, December 
20.

The elder son of William 
and Dorothy Markovits of 
Middletown, NY, Mr. Marko-
vits had a BA and LLB from 
Cornell University and an LLM 
in taxation from New York 
University. An early interest in 
sports journalism culminated 
in his being the sports editor 
of the Cornell Daily Sun and, 
during one summer, an inter-
im sports editor of the Mid-
dletown Times-Herald Daily 
Record. 

An accomplished pianist, 
he played not only classical 
music but also solo at restau-
rants and dance music as the 
leader of his own quartet. He 
engaged in legal practice as a 
transactions lawyer and estate 
planner. He continued to prac-
tice until the day of his death. 

Mr. Markovits was an active 
participant in political debate 
in Stockbridge. He served 
as a member of the Board 
of Trustees of the Berkshire 
South Community Center. He 
was also a world-renowned 
philatelist, who assembled and 
presented collections that won 
gold medals both nationally 
and internationally. He was 
the author of many scholarly 
articles on stamps, a contrib-
uting editor of Lynn’s Stamp 
Weekly, and a frequent speak-
er at stamp-collector meetings. 
An enormous collection of his 
research papers on stamps is 
housed at the American Phila-
telic Research Library in Belle-
fonte, PA. He was a valued 
speaker about stamps (and 
estate-planning issues) not 
only because of his encyclope-
dic knowledge, articulateness, 
and commanding presence, 
but also because of his some-
times-subtle, sometimes-not-
so-subtle, but always effective 
sense of humor. That sense of 
humor and his enormous gen-
erosity of spirit caused him to 
be loved by family-members, 

friends, and caregivers. He 
demonstrated great courage in 
the face of a terrible, debilitat-
ing illness, which he did not 
allow to affect the positive, 
good-humored way in which 
he interacted. This resilience 
earned him the respect of all 
those who knew him. 

Mr. Markovits is survived 
by his wife, Dr. Ruth Lebovitz 
Markovits, of Stockbridge; his 
brother Richard Markovits 
of Austin, TX; daughter, Lisa 
Markovits Kohn, of Quito, 
Ecuador; son, Kenneth Mar-
kovits, of Charlotte, NC; three 
grandchildren Ariel and Rafael 
Kohn and Esther Markovits; 
nephews and nieces Daniel 
Markovits and Stefanie Marko-
vits; Benjamin Markovits; Ju-
lia Markovits; Rebecca Marko-
vits; James Lebovitz; Michael 
Aarons and Anya Singleton; 
and grandnephew Harper Aar-
ons; and two cousins Estelle 
Markovits Schwartz and War-
ren Markovits; and brother-in-
law Richard Lebovitz. 

Funeral services were held 
Wednesday, December 23 at 
Finnerty & Stevens Funeral 
Home in Great Barrington. 
Burial followed at Ahavath 
Sholom Cemetery in Great 
Barrington. Donations in his 
memory may be made to Mus-
cular Dystrophy Association, 
earmark for IBM research and 
assistance, or Hadassah Hos-
pital–Neurology Department 
through Finnerty & Stevens 
Funeral Home, 426 Main 
Street, Great Barrington, MA 
01230.

The Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires extends 
condolences to Rabbi 
Jan Caryl Kaufman on 
the passing of her father, 
Stanley Kaufman. The 
funeral took place on Sun-
day, January 3 in Pikes-
ville, MD. Donations in his 
memory may be made to 
the Rabbinical Assembly 
Assistance Fund.

The Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires mourns 
the loss of Dr. Carl Gold-
blum, son of longtime 
Congregation Knesset 
Israel leaders Adele and 
Dr. Ken Goldblum, of 
blessed memory, who 
passed away on Friday, 
December 25 in Israel, 
after a long illness. The 
family welcomes dona-
tions to Knesset Israel’s 
Goldblum Tefillah Insti-
tute as a fitting tribute to 
the Goldblum legacy.

Joyce K. Schiller,  
museum curator, lecturer, 
and educator 
PITTSFIELD – Joyce K. Schiller 
(nee Buch) died in an auto-
mobile mishap on Monday, 
January 4. 

Born in Detroit in 1950, to 
the late Allen and Betsy Buch, 
Mrs. Schiller attended Cass 
Tech High School, University 
of Michigan and received her 
PhD from Washington Univer-
sity in St. Louis. 

She worked for many years 
as a museum curator, lecturer, 
and educator at the St. Louis 
Art Museum, Reynolds House 
Museum of American Art, 
Delaware Art Museum, and 

Norman Rockwell Museum. 
She published many articles 
and books on various aspects 
of late 19th and 20th century 
American art and illustration. 
Her love of art extended to all 
periods from ancient Roman to 
European, Asian and beyond. 
She was a wonderful teacher, 
and happiest when sharing 
her passion for the arts. She 
was most proud of her efforts 
to support and mentor stu-
dents and young scholars. She 
believed that culture influ-
enced art and art influenced 
society.

Mrs. Schiller is survived 
by her husband, Lewis, of 43 
years, her brother, Raymond 
(Lindy), and brothers-in-law, 
Steven (Kris) and Sam (Su-
zanne). 

A memorial service took 
place at Congregation Knesset 
Israel, Pittsfield on Thurs-
day, January 7. The family 
requests that donations be 
directed to the Archives of 
American Art in Washington, 
DC, or the arts organization of 
the donor’s choice.

Shirley Metzger, 94, life 
member of Hadassah
PITTSFIELD – Shirley Metzger 
passed away at home on Fri-
day, January 8. 

Born February 8, 1921 in 
Klobuck, Poland, the daughter 
of Michael and Pauline Mass, 
she immigrated to America in 
1924 and settled in Orange, 
NJ, where she graduated from 
Orange High School. Mrs. 
Metzger moved to Toledo, OH 
then Waterbury, CT where she 
worked at Scovill Mfg. Co. and 
Travelers Insurance Co. She 
moved to Pittsfield in 1996 to 
live closer to her son, Alan. 

Mrs. Metzger was a life 
member of Hadassah and 
a member of Congregation 
Knesset Israel. She was prede-
ceased by her husband, Sid-
ney, in 1981, and by brothers 
Carl and Jerry. 

She is survived by her son 
Alan and his wife Margie of 
Pittsfield; a daughter, Gail 
Scharte and her husband 
Charles of Scottsdale, AZ; 
grandchildren Shana Metzger 
of San Diego, CA; Mallory 
Metzger of Portland, OR; Dr. 
Lauri Levison of Sylvania, 
OH; Michael Beilharz and 

his wife Yari of St. Cloud, FL; 
Scott Beilharz and his wife 
Sara of Erie, PA; and by nine 
great-grandchildren, Elayna, 
Avi, Alexa, Sophie, Stella, 
Sam, Sabrina, Roman and 
Nicholas. 

Graveside services took 
place at Talmud Torah Cem-
etery in Newark, NJ on Mon-
day, January 11. A memorial 
service took place on Tuesday, 
January 12 at Congregation 
Knesset Israel, Pittsfield, with 
Rabbi Joshua Breindel, Spir-
itual Leader of Temple Anshe 
Amunim, officiating.

The Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires mourns 
the passing of Shelly Ber-
gum, wife of Marc Krizack 
and sister-in-law of Ed 
and Carol Oshinsky, who 
died Thursday, January 7 
in Berkeley, CA.

The Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires ex-
tends condolences to Hope 
Hagler on the passing 
of her husband, Warren 
Hagler, who died Wednes-
day, January 13, and the 
passing of her mother, 
Shirley Daran, who died 
on Sunday, January 17. 
The funerals were held 
on Friday, January 22 at 
Levitt Weinstein Chapel 
in Coconut Creek, FL. 
Donations may be made 
to the American Heart 
Association.

The Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires mourns 
the passing of William 
“Bill” Gilbert, formerly 
of South Egremont, who 
died Monday evening, 
January 18. Mr. Gilbert is 
survived by his son Tom 
and his wife Beverly, and 
grandson Matthew Gilbert 
of Lenox. Donations may 
be made to STRIDE Adap-
tive Sports or The Michael 
J. Fox Foundation for 
Parkinson’s Research in 
care of the Roche Funeral 
Home, 120 Main Street, 
Lenox, MA 01240.

Tuesday, 29 .............  Salami & pastrami frittata#, salad, 
beets, lentil pilaf, chef’s choice of bread, cookies, and tea.

Thursday, 31 ...........10:45a.m., “Finding Forgiveness: A 
Reading and Talk” with writer Carol Ascher.  Lunch: Salm-
on**, celery rice soup, asparagus cuts n tips, noodle kugel, 
Challah, pudding, coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.

APRIL

Monday, 4 ..............Program to be announced.  Lunch:  
Turkey stew, rice, salad, rolls, mandarin oranges, and tea.

Tuesday, 5 ...............  Meat leftover day, vegetable and 
bread to be announced, Chef’s choice of fruit, and tea.

Thursday, 7 .............Program to be announced.  Lunch: 
Dairy leftover day, vegetable and bread to be announced, 
chocolate chunk cookies, coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.

Monday, 11 ............Program to be announced.  Lunch: 
Salisbury steak, salad, noodles & onions, mixed squash 
medley, rye bread, applesauce, and tea.

Tuesday, 12 .............  Roasted chicken, chicken soup, aspar-
agus, oven roasted potatoes, Challah, cookies, and tea.

HOT KOSHER LUNCHES, continued from page 18
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It was our very first cruise, and we were excited to 
see places we had never before visited. The friends with 
whom we traveled were veteran cruisers, having been 
on over two dozen trips, and they had prepared us with 
all the practical information we could possibly need, 
from how to negotiate the enormous ship, to the neces-
sity of purchasing anti-seasickness meds, to the best 
places to find wi-fi on shore. We were ready.

Our first stop was the port of Messina, on the 
northeastern tip of the island of Sicily, the largest in 
the Mediterranean. With no delay our bus whisked 
us off to explore Taormina, a forty-five minute drive 
southwest via a steep, winding ascent through tunnels 

dug into the Peloritani Mountains. 
The first official mention of Jews in Taormina is recorded in the year 1415, 

although some historians believe that they arrived on the island at around the 
time of the Maccabees – during the 2nd century BCE – while the Seleucids under 
Antiochus were waging war against the homeland. Sicily’s location along mari-
time trade routes in the Strait of Messina makes that theory eminently possible. 
Of course, that also made the island a prime target for invaders, including the 
Greeks, Romans, Normans, Arabs, Byzantines, French, and Spanish. Sicily con-
tinues to be a prize for tourist to enjoy the influences imprinted by each of these 
cultures. 

Five hundred years ago, according to Rabbi Barbara Aiello, the American-born 
founder of the Italian Jewish Cultural Center of Calabria, 40% of Sicilians were 
Jewish. At that time they were prominent in business, industry and agriculture – 
although I can’t quite figure out where in the steep mountains they farmed or how 
they reached the sea from so high up. It also appears that they lived in relative 
safety and security (key word “relative”) for almost half a century under King Al-
fonso V of Aragon. That security was not lacking in challenges, however, the first 
of which occurred in 1428 when Jews were ordered to attend sermons aimed at 
converting them. A substantial bribe influenced the king to repeal the decree in 
1430. 

But the repeal didn’t stop the Sicilian monk Capistrano from fanning the 
flames of anti-Semitism. He appointed investigators into Jewish business prac-
tices, resulting in an enormous fine of 2,000 ounces of gold adding to the king’s 
coffers. 

One of Alfonso’s last acts was to prohibit aliyah to Israel. When some brave Af-
rican Jews tried to made a break for it, another 1,000 ounce fine added yet more 
gold to the royal treasury.

Traveling with Jewish Taste 
Summoning Sicily’s Distant Jewish Past while Touring Taormina
By Carol Goodman Kaufman

Carol Goodman Kaufman is a psychologist and author with a passion for travel 
and food. She is currently at work on a food history/cookbook, tracing the paths 
that some of our favorite foods have taken from their origins to appear on dinner 
plates and in cultural rites and artifacts around the world. She invites readers to 
read her blog at carolgoodmankaufman.com and to follow her on Twitter  
@goodmankaufman.

Arancini
Serves 3 or 4
The culinary highlight of our visit (and perhaps in all of Italy) had to have been 
the arancini: deep-fried, breadcrumb-coated veggie and cheese stuffed risotto 
balls. With their origins in Sicily, it was practically mandated that we try some. 
With all of fifteen minutes to eat before our bus was scheduled to leave, we 
found a tiny restaurant tucked into a narrow alleyway and each chose one. The 
one upside of having limited time was that there we could have just one. These 
little balls of heaven could prove addictive. (Writing this column provides all 
the incentive I need to make them at home.)

Arancini require a two-day process, but they are really not hard to prepare and 
you get the added bonus of having two dinners from one foundation. 

The day before you want the arancini, prepare the risotto. Using the recipe 
below, there will be plenty left over, even if feeding four people. 

Ingredients for Risotto:
4 Tbsp. butter
4 Tbsp. olive oil
3 cups sliced mushrooms 
5 cups of pareve chicken broth 
¾ cup white wine
1 medium onion, finely chopped

2 cloves garlic, minced
1½ cups Arborio Rice 
¼ cup grated parmesan cheese
3 Tbsp. chopped fresh parsley
Salt and freshly ground pepper 

Directions for Risotto:
Heat half the butter and half the olive oil in a skillet over medium high heat. 
Add mushrooms and cook for about five minutes, or until softened. 

Boil water to add to pareve chicken powder.

Heat the remaining butter and olive oil in a large pan over medium heat. 

Add the onion and garlic and sauté until it begins to soften but not brown, 
about four minutes. 

Add the rice and stir for 1 minute, make sure all the grains are well coated.

Add the wine and stir until it’s completely absorbed. 

Begin to add broth one ladle at a time, adding another when the broth is just 
about absorbed, stirring almost constantly to avoid sticking. 

Continue adding broth one ladle at a time until you have used it all. 

Halfway through, add half the mushrooms and the red pepper.

When you are almost to the end of the broth, add the peas.

Once the rice has cooked to the point of being creamy but not mushy, add the 
rest of the mushrooms, parmesan cheese, and parsley, and season to taste. 

Stir and serve immediately.

Ingredients for Arancini:
Vegetable oil, for deep-frying
2 large eggs, beaten 
2 cups cold risotto
½ cup grated parmesan cheese
1½ cups cornflake crumbs
2 ounces mozzarella, cut into 1/2-inch cubes
Salt and pepper

Directions for Arancini:
Pour about 1½ inches of oil into a heavy large saucepan or wok and heat over 
medium heat to 350 degrees. (When a drop of water sizzles, it’s ready.)

Stir the eggs, risotto, parmesan, and ½ cup of the cornflake crumbs in a large 
bowl to combine. 

Pour the 1 cup of cornflake crumbs onto a large plate or platter.

Using about 2 tablespoons of the risotto mixture for each, form the risotto 
mixture into 2-inch balls. 

Insert 1 cube of mozzarella into the center of each ball and close rice over it.

Roll the balls in the cornflake crumbs to coat.

Working in batches, lower the rice balls into the hot oil with a slotted spoon.

Cook until deep golden brown, about 5 minutes, turning halfway through.

Using a slotted spoon, transfer the arancini to a plate lined with double-thick-
ness of paper towels to drain. 

Season with salt and pepper.

Serve hot.

Over 5 Centuries Later, Palermo Commemorates the 
Expulsion of Sicily’s Jews
PALERMO, Italy – For the first time since the expulsion of the Jews from Sicily 523 
years ago, on January 12, 1493, the Palermo community gathered on January 13 to 
commemorate the anniversary of this dark chapter in the island’s history. The events 
were organized by the Jerusalem-based nonprofit Shavei Israel, the largest and oldest 
organization in the world working with the Bnei Anousim in Italy and elsewhere, in 
partnership with Istituto Siciliano di Studi Ebraici (ISSE, or Sicilian Institute of Jewish 
Studies).

More than 1,000 Palermo natives from all walks of life participated in various activi-
ties throughout the day, which were coordinated by Rabbi Pinhas Punturello, Shavei 
Israel’s emissary to the Bnei Anousim (whom historians refer to by the derogatory 
term “Marranos”) of southern Italy and Sicily. The Bnei Anousim are descendants of 
Iberian Jews who were compelled to convert to Catholicism in the 14th and 15th cen-
turies, though many continued to preserve their Jewish identity in secret despite the 
oppression and persecution of the Inquisition. While a small ceremony marking the 
expulsion was held last year in Palermo, this year marks the first time that an array of 
public events was held.

“In recent years, a growing number of Bnei Anousim in southern Italy and Sicily have 
begun to re-embrace their roots,” said Shavei Israel Founder and Chairman Michael 
Freund. “Their return to the Jewish people is an extraordinary testimony both to the 
power of Jewish memory and the pull of Jewish destiny, and we owe it to them and 
to their ancestors to welcome them back.”

The Cross Street of the Hebrews in Taormina 

JEWISH TASTE, continued on next page
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Welcome to the
Jewish Berkshires
Everyone is welcome to attend  
services and events at any of the  
organizations listed here.

Please call the organizations
directly to confirm service times
or to inquire about membership.

Learn more about our Jewish
community and find great
events on the community
calendar at:

JEWISHBERKSHIRES.ORG
________________________

Berkshire Minyan
Lay-led egalitarian minyan
held at Hevreh of Southern
Berkshire, 270 State Rd.,
Great Barrington, MA
(413) 229-3618, berkshireminyan.org
Services: Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

Berkshire Hills Hadassah
P.O. Box 187, Pittsfield, MA
(413) 443-4386,
Berkshirehillshadassah@gmail.com

B’nai B’rith Lodge, No. 326

Chabad of the Berkshires
450 South St., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 499-9899,
jewishberkshires.com
Check website for service times and 
locations.

Congregation Ahavath Sholom
Reconstructionist
North St., Great Barrington, MA
(413) 528-4197, ahavathsholom.com
Services: Fridays at 5:30 p.m.,
Saturdays at 10 a.m.
Call to confirm services

Congregation Beth Israel
Reform
53 Lois St., North Adams, MA
(413) 663-5830, cbiweb.org
Services: Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

Congregation Knesset Israel
Conservative
16 Colt Rd., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 445-4872, knessetisrael.org
Services: Fridays at 5:45 p.m.,
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

Hevreh of Southern Berkshire
Reform
270 State Rd., Great Barrington, MA 
(413) 528-6378, hevreh.org
Services: Fridays 7:30 p.m., except  
first Friday of month, 6 p.m.,
Saturdays, Torah Study at 9 a.m.,
services at 10 a.m. Call to confirm.

Israel Philatelist Society
c/o Rabbi Harold Salzmann
24 Ann Dr., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 442-4312

Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
196 South St., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 442-4360 jewishberkshires.org

Jewish War Veterans
Commander Robert Waldheim 
(413) 822-4546, sellit4@aol.com

RIMON – A Collaborative  
Community for Jewish Spirituality
PO Box 502, Great Barrington, MA
(413) 274-1034, rimonberkshires.org

Temple Anshe Amunim
Reform
26 Broad St., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 442-5910, ansheamunim.org
Services: Fridays at 5:30 p.m.,
Saturdays, Torah Study at 9:30 a.m., 
services at 10:45 a.m.

BEYOND THE BERKSHIRES

Congregation Anshe Emeth
Conservative
240 Joslen Blvd., Hudson, NY
(518) 828-6848,
congregationansheemeth.net
Services: Fridays at 7:30 p.m.,  
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

Congregation Beth El
107 Adams St., Bennington, VT
(802) 442-9645, cbevermont.org
Services: Saturdays at 10 a.m.

Nassau Jewish Community 
Center & Synagogue
Route 20, Box 670, Nassau, NY
(518) 766-9831
nassausynagogue.org
Services: Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

Temple Israel of Catskill
Reform 
220 Spring St., Catskill, NY
(518) 943-5758,
templeisraelofcatskill.org.

The Chatham Synagogue
Route 28, Box 51, Chatham, NY
(518) 392-0701, 
chathamsynagogue.org
Services: Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

BERKSHIRE JEWISH CONGREGATIONS & ORGANIZATIONS

Embroidery handed out in the Taormina market to boost sales

The Ionian coast

MAZEL TOV

Mazel tov to the Raser family, owners of Carr Hardware, which in December 
was named one of the Top 10 independently owned small businesses in the na-
tion. Chosen from a field of 315 nominees, Carr Hardware was the only New En-
gland business chosen, as well as the only hardware store. The award is present-
ed by Independent We Stand, a movement of independent business owners across 
the country to inform their communities about the importance of “buying local.”

*

Mazel tov to Penny and Claudio Pincus, who were honored last December in 
New York City at the 37th anniversary celebration of Tel Aviv’s Beit Hatfutsot, The 
Museum of the Jewish People. The honor was bestowed for their “exceptional ded-
ication and service to the Jewish People.” Ambassador Ido Aharoni, Consul Gen-
eral of Israel in New York, was in attendance to celebrate the couple’s good work.

*

Mazel tov to Cynthia Tatalovich on being chosen Congregation Knesset Isra-
el’s recipient of the MICAH (Members in Community Action Honoree) Award. This 
award is sponsored by the Berkshire Interfaith Organization (BIO), and was pre-
sented at an awards dinner at St. Mark School in Pittsfield on January 24.

*

Mazel tov to Fern and Ken Sann of Williamstown on the birth of their new 
grandson, Marley Albert Sann of Melbourne, Australia. Proud parents are Simone 
and Maxx Sann.

Then, of course, came Ferdinand and Isabella, who on March 31, 1492 issued 
their Edict of Expulsion. Since Sicily was part of the Spanish kingdom, the order 
affected the over 100,000 Jews living on the island, including those in Taormina. 
Masses of Jews left on the last day of that year.

The exiles fled to Apulia, Calabria, and Naples where two years later a deadly 
virus broke out and spread throughout the area. As we might expect, the Jews 
were blamed for the outbreak, so they packed their belongings and left yet again, 
this time for Ottoman-controlled territory – mainly to Constantinople, Damascus, 
Salonica, and Cairo. There they remained for almost two-and-a-half centuries. 
When in 1740 Sicily issued a proclamation inviting the Jews back, some did re-
turn but, soon feeling the same old anti-Semitic threats, they returned to Turkish 
territory.

While remnants of the town’s Greek and Roman past are still visible today 
in the once-walled city, little evidence of Jewish presence remains in Taormina. 
Signs for the Jewish ghetto and the Street of the Hebrews still stand, and a cou-
ple of buildings, one of which may have once been a synagogue, feature Stars of 
David in their façades. Curiously, I spied the hexagrams on the multi-colored gel 
candies being sold in the open-air market. Aside from those few sitings, nothing 
of a once-vibrant Jewish life endures. 

So, we hiked a steep hill to visit the Greek amphitheater, the second largest in 
Sicily. Built in the 3rd century BCE, renovated by the Romans, and then again by 
its modern inhabitants, it is used today for concerts, film festivals, and theatrical 
productions. After exploring the ground level, we climbed the steep stairway to 
the top of the stadium and were rewarded with a fabulous view of the sparkling 
turquoise waters of the Ionian Sea and the volcanic Mount Etna. 

JEWISH TASTE, continued from page 20
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Rhinoplasty: Ethnic Insecurity or Rite of Passage?
By Mara Goodman-Davies

I remember how it all start-
ed, with my entering my Uni-
versity of Miami dorm room 
one day back in the 1980s. 
Like any good Palm Beach 
Jewish American Princess, I 
had just come back from some 
marathon tanning on the roof, 
and smelled like a combination 
of Sun-In and Bain de Soleil. 
I hadn’t yet put my reflector 
down when my roommate, an-
other dazzling member of the 
tribe, blew a large Bubble Yum 
bubble, popped it, and said 
matter-of-factly: “Goodman, 
you need a nose job.” 

“Whaaaah?” I answered, 
totally shocked as I opened a 
can of TAB and began to chug 
away. 

“You have a weird ball on 
the end of your nose and it 
needs to go,” she continued. 
“I’m really surprised you hav-
en’t done it before. Every Jew-
ish girl does it right after her 
bat mitzvah, or at least in high 
school. Shayna, Sari, Melissa, 

Carmela, and Angela down 
the hall, have done it. Why 
not just take care of it? You’re 
blonde, thin, and tan – you 
are almost ‘there’ – but your 
nose ruins your whole look. It 
makes you look too Jewish.” 

At first, I was taken aback 
by the in-your-face (pardon 
the expression) chutzpah of 
my roommate’s assessment. 
She wasn’t a mean girl at all, 
really very down to earth, and 
I trusted her judgment so 
much, I went over to the mir-
ror to have a good look. 

I had never paid much at-
tention to my nose before. My 
big obsession back in the day 
was trying to keep my body 
bikini ready and my skin color 
a George Hamilton shade of 
bronze. Hard to believe it now. 
Today, my daughter refers to 
my ample apple-shaped white 
belly as her favorite squishy 
pillow. My old nose probably 
would fit right in with the 
Earth-motherly roundness of 
21st century me, and would 
not make a damn bit of dif-
ference to my husband, who 
truly loves ALL of me. Yet back 
in 1985, my less-than-perfect 
bulbous honker didn’t blend in 
with my beach babe sleekness. 
I guess. 

I say “I guess,” because I 
was never really sure that I 
agreed with my roommate. 
When my other Jewish friends 
and my mother did, however, 
that was all I needed to have 

my first chop. 
Notice I said “my first.” 

Nose job number one failed so 
horribly, I had to have cor-
rective surgery – twice. Yup, 
I’ve had my nose fixed three 
times. Luckily for me, my last 
surgeon – famous for fixing up 
Michael and the entire Jack-
son clan – knew how to take 
a piece of flesh from behind 
my ear, insert it into the tip 
of my nose, and rebuild my 
proboscis so it’s been strong 
enough to look good for almost 
26 years now. And no, I don’t 
hear out of my nose or moon-
walk, although I am asked 
absolutely every time I’ve 
discussed the procedure. At 
the end of it, I at least looked 
like a normal human being, 
something I was finally happy 
about.

After all of that, I became 
such a maven on the subject 
of nose jobs, I could tell at 
a glance which doctor had 
performed the latest rhino-
plasty in town. There was Dr. 
S’s famous “ski jump,” which 
made each girl look like Bob 
Hope’s granddaughter; Dr. K’s 
signature “pug,” which looked 
like the recipient had slammed 
into a door and practically in-
vited you to try to find out how 
far up her nostrils you could 
see; and let’s not forget Dr. M’s 
“pointer,” an isosceles triangle 
pitched like a pup tent in the 
middle of the unfortunate girl’s 
punim. 

Because I spent so much 
of my late teens into my early 
twenties going through three 
different operations to fix what 
should have never been bro-
ken in the first place, I have to 
wonder why was I so willing to 
buy into rhinoplasty as a “rite 
of passage” for a young Jewish 
woman? Why was I afraid of 
looking “too Jewish,” and what 
does that mean anyway? What 
was the big deal of having a 
nose that wasn’t cookie cutter 
or pixie perfect?

Didn’t bountiful-nosed 
Barbra Streisand achieve the 
ultimate lifestyle: a fabulous 
career, gorgeous leading men, 
and a beach house in Malibu? 
She refused to compromise. 
In contrast, consider Jennifer 
Grey, who twirled her way into 
our hearts in Dirty Dancing 
only to see her Hollywood 
career hit a very flat goodbye 
note after her rhinoplasty. Still 
just as talented post-surgery, 
Jennifer’s special onscreen 
something was lost with a flick 
of the knife. Why haven’t we 
learned from her mistake?

On some level, many Jew-
ish women – despite our intel-
ligence, moxie, and fantastic 
accomplishments – still believe 
that unless we conform to an 
image we were not born to, we 
will never be good enough or 
beautiful enough to truly live 
joyful, fulfilling lives. Again, 
why? We are the daughters of 
Sarah, Rebecca, Leah, Rachel, 

Miriam, and Esther, women 
who valiantly changed world 
history. They did not have 
nose jobs or blow their hair 
out straight, and yet they 
achieved legendary status. 

Take it from someone 
who, um, knows – if you are 
a young Jewish woman who 
really, really can’t stand the 
sight of your schnozz, ask 
yourself “why” before going 
under the knife. Is it really 
the way your nose looks, or is 
it something far greater? Do 
you really, truly believe in the 
deepest part of your soul that 
you need this procedure to 
accept yourself, love yourself, 
and be at peace with all of who 
you are?

If the answer is a firm 
“yes,” then by all means, 
summon thy plastic surgeon 
and have at it! But if there is a 
sliver of niggling doubt some-
where in your brain, heart, or 
soul, wait. Live a little more 
and really see if surgery is 
what you need to complete 
yourself. You might find that 
real, lasting, life-changing 
happiness awaits you, without 
ever having to change a thing! 

Mara Goodman-Davies is the 
author of two novels and two 
works of non-fiction. She is 
on the board of directors of 
the Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires.
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Jewish Parenting
Children: Seen and Sometimes Heard in the Synagogue
By Rabbi Jodie Gordon

One of the responsibilities I 
take most seriously as a rabbi 
is to give people the tools to 
nourish a robust spiritual 
life. Similarly, as a mom, one 
of the responsibilities I take 
most seriously is to provide 
my daughter with the founda-
tion for a robust spiritual life. 
As a rabbi, I have a weekly 
opportunity to light those 
pathways into meaningful, 
spiritual experiences through 
the celebration of Shabbat 
with worship, song, and taking 
time to be together. So what 
happens when I try to bring 
my daughter into that space in 
an attempt to fulfill these two 
awesome responsibilities?

If you have ever raised 
young children, perhaps the 
following scenario will sound 
familiar. During the pre-neg, 
my 20-month old daughter 
attempts to drink at least 4 
cups of Kiddush juice before 
almost…make that definite-
ly…spilling one on the floor. 
As the service begins, en-
tranced by the beauty of those 

Shabbat candles, she makes 
a run for the bimah, nearly 
taking the sanctuary down in 
a “blaze of glory.” Josh, my 
husband and father extraor-
dinaire, is able to distract 
her with a Shabbat play-set 
through most of Kabbalat 
Shabbat and Ma’ariv, but by 
the time we reach Mi Sheber-
ach, she’s “singing out,” and 
let’s just say, it’s not quite the 
melodic prayerful liturgy I am 
attempting to lead. When I am 
ready to deliver a sermon and 
engage with my congregants 
in words of Torah, my daugh-
ter is in full-on disaster mode. 
Congregants look from one to 
another and, more often than 
not, I give Josh a look that 
says “I’ll see you at home.” 
Out he carries her, over his 
shoulder. Shabbat Shalom, 
indeed. 

This scenario is by 
no means rabbi-specific. 
Throughout the year, I watch 
as hopeful parents enter our 
sanctuary on an average 
Friday night, and with varying 
degrees of success attempt 
to expose their children to 
Shabbat prayer. I recognize 
the self-consciousness in their 
eyes; the look that says “Oh 
no. My kid is crying/screech-
ing/fighting/talking.” What I 
want to tell those parents of 
young children is that prayer 
is a work in progress—that 
their children’s chatter is 
“joyful noise”—that I welcome 
the company up on the bimah. 
We want their children to 

feel comfortable in the syn-
agogue and to feel that it is 
a place where they can be 
fully themselves. And yet, it is 
more complicated than that. 
Sometimes, it’s hard to be the 
parent whose child is run-
ning up and down the aisle. 
Sometimes it’s hard to be the 
congregant who wants to be 
welcoming, but finds himself 
or herself distracted by that 
“joyful noise.”

And herein lies the ques-
tion: if we truly want to create 
intergenerational, intercon-
nected communities, how can 
we learn to pray together? To 
be sure, Shabbat is a time to 
tap into our inner spiritual 
lives, and for many of us that 
requires a quiet(er) space. But 
if we want to be together and 
to create the kinds of commu-
nities that inspire across the 
spectrum of life stages and 
ages, how can we make our 
houses of worship a “house 
for all people,” and not just 
the ones who know how to sit 
quietly?

Perhaps unsurprisingly, 
this question is not relegated 
solely to the Jewish communi-
ty. A recent article by Joshua 
Rogers, an attorney and young 
father caught my eye. In it, 
he described his own pastor’s 
reaction to the very “problem” 
I have described: What hap-
pens when kids act like kids in 
church? Rogers is a member 
of the Church of the Resur-
rection in Washington, DC, 
and he shared the following 

message that his pastor sent 
to the congregation:

…[W]e ought to gather for 
worship expecting first to love 
God with all our heart, soul, 
mind, and strength and then 
to love our neighbors as our-
selves. We should expect neigh-
bors of different ethnicities in 
worship. Expect neighbors in 
all different circumstances and 
moods and spiritual conditions. 
Expect neighbors of different 
ages, with varying levels of 
control over their bodies…
Instead of expecting to be 
entertained, expect a family 
gathering — God’s family gath-
ering (which often can be quite 
entertaining).

I find this simple message 
refreshing—and frankly, com-
forting. At the start of this new 

calendar year, this is how I am 
trying to think about what it 
means to worship as a con-
gregation. It’s a big ol’ family 
reunion, and all of us – young, 
old, and everyone in between 
– are welcome. Not only are all 
welcome, but I take seriously 
the responsibility to nourish 
the spiritual lives both of those 
who seek quiet and those who 
make joyful noise. Family is 
complicated – family can be 
comforting and loving, but 
family can also be noisy and 
messy. Perhaps by beginning 
to think of our communities 
in this way, we might find new 
ways of nourishing our spiritu-
al lives that surprise us. 

Rabbi Jodie Gordon is direc-
tor of education at Hevreh of 
Southern Berkshire in Great 
Barrington.
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Check out our website!
www.jewishberkshires.org

Voice Triumphant
A Berkshire Festival Workshop by Jayne Benjulian 
author of Five Sextillion Atoms

Wednesday, March 16, 3:30-5:30 PM • $10
@ No. Six Depot, W. Stockbridge   
Advance registration required: 
berkshirewomenwriters.org/event/voice-triumphant/
or  https://www.facebook.com/events/1047262881982392/

Monologue, dialogue, “Voice”—all imaginary constructs, illusions of a mind 
expressing—or struggling to express—or struggling to hide—ideas & feelings. 
Examine & practice the illusion of the spoken word. Appropriate tools from 
the actor’s & poet’s toolbox, scribbling & performing monologue drafts that 
may become poems, stories, memoir or dramatic scenes. 
All are welcome: beginners to advanced  
poets, prose writers & playwrights. 

Affiliate with a Congregation.
You, the congregation, and the Jewish community benefit when you do.

• YOU GET the Jewish enrichment and spiritual nourishment you are seeking.

• YOU GET the rabbinical support you need in times of joy and sorrow.

• YOU RECONNECT with your community and 
your Jewish roots.

• YOU CAN PARTICIPATE in a variety of services,  
classes, and programs that keep Judaism alive 
and flourishing in Berkshire County.

• THE CONGREGATION IS THE INSTITUTION 
that has sustained the Jewish people for two mil-
lenia throughout the world. Orthodox, Conservative, Reconstructionist, or Re-
form, the Jewish community wins when you join the congregation of your choice.

The Jewish Federation of the Berkshires  
encourages you to affiliate.
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WORLD NEWS

ISRAELI 
TECHNOLOGIES, 
continued from page 1

Israeli 
Jewelry

The Mews, by the Red Lion Inn Courtyard  
Stockbridge, MA 

413-298-4436

According to Yaron Co-
hen, vice president of R&D for 
Engie, there have been more 
than 40,000 app downloads 
since the company launched 
its first round of pilot testing 
10 months ago. He said that 
more than 700 million peo-
ple get their cars repaired by 
mechanics each year, amass-
ing costs of more than $150 
million. Engie, a start-up that 
just completed its first round 
of funding, expects to be avail-
able in the U.S. within the next 
six months.

Cohen and his colleague, 
Ido Ozdoua, were among the 
3,000 people either presenting 
or learning about Israeli tech-
nologies—and the prospect of 
investing in them—from Jan-
uary 25-26 at the OurCrowd 
Global Investor Summit. The 
event, which brought together 
technology leaders and innova-
tors from around the world to 
Jerusalem’s International Con-

vention Center, featured some 
of Israel’s hottest start-ups. 
The agenda was packed with 
content, including talks by 
Jonathan Medved, founder and 
CEO of OurCrowd, the leading 
global equity crowdfunding 
platform for accredited inves-
tors; Alan Boehme, chief tech-
nology officer, chief innovation 
officer, chief architect, and 
customer/commercial CIO for 
the Coca-Cola Company; and 
Harel Kodesh, vice president 
and chief technology officer for 
GE-Digital. A first-ever “crowd 
hackathon” offered some 
insight into Israel’s ingenuity 
and creativity.

“It is amazing,” said United 
States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) Econom-
ic Growth Officer Jarir Dirini, 
who attended the event. “But 
we expect to find it here.”

Take BIRD, a small wear-
able device that turns any 
space into an interactive play-
ground, which was recently 
developed by MUV Interac-
tive. In a presentation, CEO 
Rami Parhan showed how the 
gadget can turn anything you 

touch to life.
“Remember the first time 

you touched a touch screen. 
It was magic. You couldn’t 
stop swiping. We have created 
a user interface that makes 
you feel that all over again,” 
Parhan said. 

BIRD works with the devic-
es and software you already 
use (iPads, projectors, and AV/
VR headsets), or new ones. 
It allows you to push, pull, 
touch, grab, and move content 
from anywhere in the room, 
up to 100 feet away, with a 
swoosh of your fingertip. 

Currently, BIRD is targeting 
the corporate and education 
sectors, and it has already 
placed 15,000 units in institu-
tions of higher education. BIRD 
is being sold both through dis-
tribution channels and re-sell-
ers in the U.S. and Asia.

Then there’s freeD—“free di-
mensional video”—from Replay 
Technologies, which is rede-
fining what it means to watch 
and experience sports. Found-
ed in 2012, the technology is 
already installed in stadiums 
around the world. It allows for 
immersive reality experiences 
for individuals using a smart 

Why Sinatra’s Body Was Hidden in a 
Jewish Funeral Home
By Abby Sher /Jewniverse

Frank Sinatra’s 100th birthday (on 
December 12, 2015) brought on a flur-
ry of centennial celebrations, books, 
exhibits and The Sultan of Swoon-in-
spired concerts. Jack Daniel’s even 
issued a Sinatra Century blend and 
Uber offered a fleet of vintage cars so 
people in New York City could ride in 
Sinatra style.

One detail that maybe wasn’t 
exactly planned for the festivities was 
the reveal that Sinatra’s body was 
hidden after his death – in a Jewish 
funeral home.

Sinatra died on May 14, 1998 of a 
heart attack in Los Angeles. He was 
buried six days later at Desert Memo-
rial Park in Cathedral City, reportedly 
with a pack of Camel cigarettes, a bot-
tle of Jack Daniel’s, a zippo lighter and 
10 dimes. His daughter Tina once said 
it was so he could call from wherever 
he was going.

According to Barry Wien, a 
funeral director in Fort Lee, New 
Jersey, “The L.A. funeral homes were 
besieged by paparazzi after Sina-
tra’s death, trying to get a shot of 
the body. The family wisely hid the 
remains at a Jewish funeral home to 
great effect.”

Though Sinatra wasn’t Jewish, 
he was a big activist for Jewish and 
Israeli causes, including a youth center 
in the Arab town of Nazareth. It seems 

fitting then that when he faced “the final 
curtain,” he was given the solemnity he 
deserved.

Sinatra visiting Israel in the 1960s

The Prime Minister meets the Chairman of 
the Board

properties of laser-accelerated 
proton beams allow for fur-
ther savings in the ancillary 
magnetic systems used for 
beam shaping and delivery, 
while providing state-of-the-art 
clinical capabilities.

The next big thing in up-
right mobility, UpNRide from 
UpNRide Robotics Ltd., is a 
new mobility solution for peo-
ple bound to wheelchairs. The 
device enables them to sit and 
stand whenever they want to, 
and in all places—indoor and 
outdoor. The rider pushes a 
button to enable the standing 
position.

“They will be able to go 
up or down whenever any 
able-bodied person does it,” Dr. 
Oren Tamari said, noting the 
unprecedented safety of the 
device, which can maneuver on 
slopes and curves, and keeps 
the individual rider centered to 
avoid dizziness or falls.

The wheelchair has existed 
for centuries, and while its 
materials and technology have 
changed slightly over time, it 
is still simply a chair with four 
wheels. There are more than 8 
million wheelchair users who 
suffer from poor health due to 
their sedentary lifestyle. Their 
quality of life and self-esteem 
suffers, and each person with 
a physical disability that rel-
egates them to a wheelchair in-
curs annual costs of $70,000-
$120,000 for the healthcare 
system. Enter UpNRide, which 
launched in 2014 and whose 
team of inventors includes the 
brains behind ReWalk Robot-
ics, another Israeli venture—
Tamari, Dr. Amit Goffer, and 
Dudi Haimovich. 

“It’s all about inclusion,” 
said Tamari. “We are changing 
the world.”

screen, enables replays to be 
broadcast from different views 
and angles within 60 seconds, 
and can also be leveraged for 
commercial use. Already, freeD 
has seed-stage funding part-
nerships with Samsung, Sony, 
Facebook, Google, and others.

Additional areas of Israeli 
technology showcased at the 
summit were green and agri-
cultural, Web, and medical.

HIL Applied Medical’s CEO, 
Sagi Brink-Danan, spoke 
about the company’s new class 
of ultra-compact, high-perfor-
mance accelerators for cancer 
proton therapy. The patented 
approach to particle accelera-
tion and beam delivery enables 
reduction in the size, com-
plexity, and cost of a proton 
therapy system. 

Brink-Danan explained 
that proton therapy is noth-
ing new—“we have known 
about it for 60 or 70 years 
and it has been practiced for 
more than 30 years,” he said. 
Nevertheless, today, more than 
95 percent of cancer patients 
cannot benefit from the ther-
apy because of the size of the 
proton therapy machinery and 
the cost to run it. The unique 

Donate • Volunteer • Make a Difference
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Calendar – Ongoing Events
Around the Community

Continuous – Chabad of the Berkshires 
“Smile on Seniors,” or “S.O.S.,” volunteer 
program to serve senior citizens in the 
Berkshires. Information for families who 
can benefit and volunteers: Rabbi Levi 
Volovik at (413) 499-9899 or visit www.
jewishberkshires.com.

New England Holocaust Institute & 
Museum – Artifacts from the collection of 
founder Darrell English are now on view 
at the Adams Free Library, 92 Park Street, 
Adams, telephone (413) 743-8345. Mr. 
English remains available to bring selections 
from his collection of Holocaust artifacts to 
presentations for organizations, schools, 
and private functions. To schedule offsite 
presentations, call Ed Udel at (413) 446-
8409.

Monthly – Ruthie’s Lunch Bunch meets 
at Congregation Beth Israel, or a local 
restaurant. Call for details. Congregation 
Beth Israel, 53 Lois Street, North Adams. 
Information: (413) 663-5830.

Monthly, fourth or fifth Sunday – 
Volunteers from Congregation Beth Israel, 
53 Lois Street, North Adams “Take and Eat” 
program cook, package, and deliver hot 
meals for all North Adams clients of “Meals 
on Wheels.” Information: (413) 663-5830 
or office@cbiweb.org.

Monthly – One Monday a month (date 
varies according to length of book), the 
CBI Book Discussion Group meets at Con-
gregation Beth Israel at 7:00 a.m. Check 
the CBI Newsletter for current books and 
schedule. Information: Chaim Bronstein at 
(917) 609-6732.

Sundays (second of each month) – 
Berkshire Hills Society of Israeli Philatelists 
meet. Discuss Israeli and American stamps. 
Coffee and donuts. Information: Ed Helitzer, 
(413) 447-7622, daytime.

Sundays, 10 a.m. (Feb. 28 and April 
3) – “Psalms and Proverbs, Poets and 
Prophets: Texts and Talk,” with Barbara 
Cohen, spiritual leader of Congregation 
Ahavath Sholom. Limited attendance, with 
CAS members given priority. Firm RSVP 
requested 7 days prior to class to barbar-
ahcohen14@gmail.com. Bagels and coffee. 
Email for location and other questions.

Sundays, 10:00 a.m. (Approximately 
every six weeks) – Congregation Aha-
vath Sholom Book Club. Contact Diana 
Richter at drpajama1@gmail.com for titles, 
dates, and location. On February 21, the 
group discusses “The Nightingale” by 
Karin Hannah at Great Barrington Bagel 
Company, 777 Main Street. 

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. (every seven 
weeks) – Congregation Ahavath Sholom’s 
“Bagels and Brainstorms.” Contact Guy 
Pancer, GPancer2@sbcglobal.net or (860) 
435-2821 for topic and location.

Tuesdays, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. – 
Torah Portion of the Week study group at 
Congregation Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road, 

Pittsfield. Facilitator Myrna Hammerling 
guides the group through the triennial 
cycle, year-round in the K.I. Library. New-
comers always welcome to this gathering 
of students of diverse ages, backgrounds, 
and perspectives who search together to 
deepen understanding of our foundational 
text. Free. Information: (413) 445-4872, 
ext. 16. 

Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. – “Beginner He-
brew” Learn to speak Hebrew from a native 
Israeli with Esther Benari-Altmann at Temple 
Anshe Amunim, 26 Broad Street, Pittsfield. 
Open to the community at large. Regis-
tration, full information: (413) 442-5910, 
extension 12, or eba@ansheamumim.org.

Wednesdays, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
– optional meditation 11:30 a.m. to noon 
– “Yoga @ KI” with instructor Jane Rosen 
at Congregation Knesset Israel social hall, 
16 Colt Road, Pittsfield. $5 per class for 
Knesset Israel members; $10 for non-mem-
bers. Open to the public. Information: Jane 
Rosen at (413) 464-0173 or janerosen@
berkshire.rr.com.

Wednesdays, from 10:30 to 11:30 
a.m. – Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, 
270 State Road, Great Barrington, offers 
“an hour of morning stillness” with Nina 
Lipkowitz, a certified Kripalu Yoga Teacher. 
Donation of $10 is asked for from non-mem-
bers. Information: (413) 528-6378.

Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m. – Explore 
the stories behind the story of the weekly 
Torah portion at Tea and Torah, at Chabad 
of the Berkshires, 450 South Street, Pitts-
field MA. Led by Sara Volovik, the course 
is intended to outline a spiritual road map 
for day to day life. Using the weekly Torah 
portion as a starting point, participants will 
learn from the Talmud, Midrash, and Cha-
sidic masters, as well as from the insights 
of others in the class. The course is free 
of charge, and no prior background in 
Hebrew or the subject matter is necessary.

Wednesdays at 6:15 p.m. – “Conversa-
tional Hebrew”. Practice speaking Hebrew 
with native Israeli Esther Benari-Altmann, 
Temple Anshe Amunim, 26 Broad Street, 
Pittsfield. Open to the community at large. 
Information and registration: (413) 442-
5910 ext. 12 or eba@ansheanumim.org.

Thursdays, from 10:45 a.m. to 12 
p.m. – The Book of Kings, with Rabbi Da-
vid Weiner. This class explores this literary 
chronicle of the history, ideas and per-
sonalities of Ancient Israel.  Wide-ranging 
discussions explore themes that arise from 
the text and our encounter with it.  Please 
bring your own copy of Tanakh to the KI 
Library. Information and Schedule: (413) 
445-4872.

Thursdays (fourth of each month) – 
Hadassah Book Club. For times, locations 
of meetings, and further information about 
the books: Roz Kolodny at (413) 243-2077 
or rozlk@yahoo.com.

Thursdays at 6:15 p.m. – “Intermedi-
ate Hebrew,” with Esther Benari-Altmann. 
Teens and adults join together for lively 
study of Modern Hebrew with an expert 
instructor. Temple Anshe Amunim, 26 Broad 
Street, Pittsfield. Open to the community at 
large. Information and registration: (413) 
442-5910, ext. 12 or eba@ansheanumim.
org.

Fridays, last of month, time varies 
with candle lighting – Chabad of the 
Berkshires’ “Friday Night Live,” traditional 
Kabbalat Shabbat service. Information: 
(413) 499-9899 or visit www.jewishberk-
shires.com. 

Fridays, at 9:00 a.m. – Meditation with 
Rabbi Rachel Barenblat in the Congregation 
Beth Israel sanctuary, 53 Lois Street, North 
Adams, overlooking the Berkshire moun-
tains. Silence, chanting, and meditation 
designed to help prepare for Shabbat. All 
welcomed. Information: (413) 663-5830 
and www.cbiweb.org.

Fridays, usually first of each month 
at 5:30 p.m. (followed by a family 
style Shabbat dinner at 6:15 p.m.) 
– Congregation Knesset Israel, 16 Colt 
Road, Pittsfield. Shirei Shabbat (“Songs of 
Shabbat”). Unique service combines mel-
odies from Carlebach, Debbie Friedman, 
and Camp Ramah to create a ruach filled 
(“spirited”) family friendly experience. Cost 
$18 per adult, $36 family maximum. Din-
ner reservations are due by the Monday 
before services. Full information: (413) 
445-4872, ext 11. 

Fridays (March 4 and April 8), 5:30 
p.m. – Temple Anshe Amunim offers 
monthly Family Shabbat services led by 
Religious School students and invites all 
interested families in the 
community to join. A din-
ner in the social hall will 
follow. Services feature 
some prayers in Hebrew, 
short readings in English, 
and songs, and are de-
signed for families with 
preschool and elementary 
school-aged children. Old-
er and younger siblings are 
welcome. The cost of the 
dinner is $5 per person, 
with a maximum of $20 
for families. Reservations 
are required for dinner and 
can be made by calling the 
Temple Anshe Amunim 
office at (413) 442-5910 
or emailing TempleOffice@
AnsheAmunim.org. 

Saturdays from 9:00-
10:00 a.m. (When 
Congregation Knesset 
Israel’s Hebrew school 
classes are in session.) 
– Facilitator Judith Weiner 
guides a journey though 
Jewish texts on justice. All 

texts will be presented in English transla-
tion. Winter: Mapping Jewish language 
onto contemporary American politics. 
Spring: Focus on issues. In the KI Library, 
16 Colt Road, Pittsfield.

Saturdays at 9:30 a.m. – “Torah Plus: 
Exploring Jewish Text and Culture.” Join 
Rabbi Josh Breindel for a conversation 
based on the texts of the Jewish people and 
reflection on what it means to be Jewish. All 
texts are offered in English. Temple Anshe 
Amunim, 26 Broad Street, Pittsfield. Free. 
Open to the public. Information (413) 442-
5910 or templeoffice@ansheamunim.org.

Congregation Knesset Israel
16 Colt Road, Pittsfield

ONGOING MINYANS
Sunday ............. 8:45 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
Tuesday ................................... 7 p.m.
Friday ............... 7 a.m. and 5:45 p.m.
Saturday, 9:30 a.m. and evenings  
approximately 30 minutes before sunset

CANDLE-LIGHTING 
February 19 .............................5:12 p.m.
February 26  ............................5:21 p.m.
March 4 ...................................5:29 p.m. 
March 11 .................................5:38 p.m.
March 18 .................................6:46 p.m.
March 25 .................................6:54 p.m.
April 1 ......................................7:02 p.m.

See “Berkshire Jewish Congregations and  
Organizations” on page 21 for information on 
all regularly scheduled services in the area. 
Contact a congregation directly if you wish to 
arrange an unscheduled minyan.

CONTACT STEVE ERENBURG FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS IN THE BERKSHIRES... 
m: 201 663 0800

47 CHURCH STREET LENOX, MA 413 637 1086

www.cohenwhiteassoc.com
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Who are the Jews of New Hampshire? A Snapshot Look at  
Our Northern Neighbors
By Uriel Heilman

MANCHESTER, N.H. (JTA) – 
Though home to just one-third 
of 1 percent of all Americans, 
New Hampshire long has 
played an outsized role in the 
U.S. presidential nominating 
process.

Just who are the Jews of 
the Granite State? Here a few 
highlights.

About 10,000 Jews live 
among white, mostly old 
New Hampshirites.

A few characteristics 
distinguish the 1.3 million 
residents of New Hampshire. 
They’re old, with a median 
age of 41.9 (third-oldest in the 
country), and 94 percent white 
(fourth-whitest state in Amer-
ica). Fewer than 20,000 of the 
state’s residents are black.

There aren’t too many 
Jews, either. Jewish Federa-
tion officials say they know of 
3,000 households with at least 
one Jewish person, leading 
them to an estimate of 10,000 
Jews in all of the state.

“It’s not easy being Jewish 
in New Hampshire compared 
to New York,” said Joel Funk, 
who grew up in New Jersey 
and moved to the Granite 
State in 1975. “You have to 
make it happen.”

Adam Sandler and Sarah 
Silverman are from New 
Hampshire.

Among the better-known 
Jews from New Hampshire are 
comedians Adam Sandler, who 
moved to Manchester from 
Brooklyn at age 6, and Sarah 
Silverman, who was born and 
raised in the Manchester area. 

Among the lesser-known: the 
late Warren Rudman, who 
served as a U.S. senator from 
New Hampshire from 1980 to 
1993.

The first Jew to make New 
Hampshire his home arrived 
in 1693 from Palestine, set-
tling in New Castle, accord-
ing to the Strawbery Banke 
museum of living history in 
Portsmouth.

‘Live free or die’ = no in-
come tax or sales tax.

Though New Hampshire 
is a geographic mirror image 
of neighboring Vermont, the 
two states have very different 
cultures and reputations. Ver-
mont is known as more hip-
pie-dippy, tourist friendly and 
progressive. The state, home 
to Democratic presidential 
hopeful Bernie Sanders — an 
avowed democratic socialist — 
has voted Democrat in every 
presidential election since 
1992. Granite Staters tend to 
be more libertarian and gruff, 
and they are twice as numer-
ous as Vermonters. With no 
state income tax or sales tax, 
New Hampshire draws the 
kind of people who want gov-
ernment to leave them alone.

“There’s a rugged indi-
vidualism that permeates 
New Hampshire,” said Rabbi 
Robin Nafshi, who moved to 
New Hampshire nearly six 
years ago to lead Temple Beth 
Jacob, a Reform synagogue 
in Concord. “The state motto, 
‘Live free or die,’ is taken very 
seriously here. People don’t 
like to be told how or what to 
do.”

Temple Israel in Portsmouth 
is the oldest Jewish house of 
worship in New Hampshire; 
today it’s a Conservative 
synagogue.

In summer, Hasidim flock to 
Bethlehem (it’s supposedly 
pollen-free!).

Nobody moves to New 
Hampshire for its Jewish life, 
and some have left because of 
its dearth. But the state still 
has pockets of Jewish vibrancy.

New Hampshire boasts 
about a dozen synagogues 
representing all the non-Or-
thodox Jewish movements, 
from Reform and Conservative 
to Reconstructionist and un-
affiliated. The only year-round 
Orthodox presence in the state 
is a pair of Chabad centers, in 
Manchester and at Dartmouth 
College in Hanover.

In the summer, however, 
the northern town of Bethle-
hem fills with Satmar Hasidim, 
who have been coming to the 
White Mountains for a century 
to escape the heat and foul air 
in New York. Hasidim stricken 
with allergies began coming 
to New Hampshire as early as 
1916 to escape the pollen in 
their hometowns. Bethlehem, 
home to the National Hay Fe-
ver Relief Association, is reput-
ed to be pollen-free.

The town’s longtime kosher 
hotel, a rundown B&B called 
the Arlington, shut down a few 
years ago. A new kosher hotel 
is being built in its place.

A historic mikvah was dis-
covered in Portsmouth.

A century-old mikvah in 
Portsmouth was unearthed in 
2014 by archaeologists work-
ing in a neighborhood that 
used to be home to Russian 
Jewish immigrant families. 
The ritual bath there is one 
of only four historic mikvahs 
unearthed in the Northeast, 
according to the Strawbery 
Banke Museum, which man-
ages the historic site where the 
mikvah was found.

Among the two dozen or so 
historic buildings at Strawbery 
Banke is Shapiro House, a liv-
ing-history museum where vis-
itors can learn about what life 
was like for early 20th century 
Jewish immigrants in Ports-
mouth through re-enactments 
performed by actors dressed in 
period costume.

Descendants of the Sha-
piros, who owned the house, 
still live in the area and are 
members of nearby Temple Is-
rael, a Conservative synagogue 
established in 1905.

Rabbi Nafshi said. “If you’re 
not a white Christian, you’re 
welcomed here to an extent, 
but you’re never really fully 
integrated into the society.”

New Hampshirites tend to 
be clueless about Jews.

Jews who live in New 
Hampshire today say they 
don’t encounter much an-
ti-Semitism, just lack of 
awareness. Schools routinely 
schedule tests or picture days 
on Jewish holy days. Nafshi 
recalls a child in her congre-
gation being benched from his 
school’s basketball games be-
cause he missed two practices 
due to religious conflicts — the 
first night of Hanukkah and 
the Friday evening his reli-
gious school class led Shabbat 
services.

“It’s a complete lack of 
knowledge or sensitivity to the 
Jewish community,” Nafshi 
said. “It often makes our 
kids feel lesser or outside the 
norm.”

The rabbi recalled the 
story of a second-grader from 
her congregation whose best 
friend came to school one day 
and told him they couldn’t 
be friends anymore because 
“you killed Jesus.” The Jewish 
family soon decided to leave 
New Hampshire, according to 
Nafshi.

Nevertheless, the state has 
unusually strong Holocaust 
education programming in the 
public schools, thanks to the 
efforts of the Cohen Center for 
Holocaust & Genocide Studies 
at Keene State College, which 
provides educational materials 
and runs public workshops. 
The center is run by non-Jew-
ish leadership.

The Jewish Federation  
recently sold its building 
and is retooling.

When the Jewish Federa-
tion of New Hampshire sold its 
building last year in the heart 
of Manchester and moved 
into rented space, there were 
rumors around town that the 
state’s largest Jewish charity 
was teetering. In addition to 
the sale, the federation has 
been downsizing, and last 
summer replaced a full-time 
executive director with a 
shared director, Laurie Tishler 
Mindlin, who splits her time 
between New Hampshire and 
the other small federation she 
runs in Massachusetts’ Merri-
mack Valley.

But lay leaders at federa-
tion, which netted about $1 
million from the real estate 
deal, said the sale was more of 
a strategic decision to unload 
an underutilized building with 
rising costs, use the proceeds 
to strengthen the federation’s 
endowment and focus more on 
programming. Serving such a 
widespread area, the federa-
tion wants to become a con-
vener of Jewish institutions in 
New Hampshire.

Jewish highlights: Havurot, 
a klezmer band, film, and 
food

Among the major events on 
the Jewish communal cal-
endar are an annual Jewish 
film festival each spring, the 
National Havurah Institute’s 
weeklong summer program in 
Rindge and the annual Jewish 
food festival hosted by Temple 
B’nai Israel in Laconia. Nash-
ua’s Raymond Street Klezmer 
Band, led by a retired doctor 
who is also a mohel, Alan 
Green, is a point of pride for 
local Jews.

Aside from the synagogues 
and a single Jewish federation 
that serves the entire state, 
New Hampshire has no other 
Jewish institutions. There is a 
small federation-run preschool 
but no Jewish day school, no 
JCC, no Jewish senior center 
and no Jewish family services 
— signs both of the dearth of 
Jewish New Hampshirites and 
the high degree to which local 
Jews are assimilated, longtime 
Jewish locals say.

“It’s pretty much an assim-
ilated community here,” said 
Steve Clayman of Manchester. 
“We moved here from New York 
over 30 years ago because of 
the lifestyle, to live in an area 
closer to the outdoors-relat-
ed things we love to do. It’s 
a challenge to connect with 
Jewish life.”

New Hampshire also 
has several Jewish summer 
camps, but they primarily 
serve kids from elsewhere.

Dartmouth has New Hamp-
shire’s only kosher eatery 
and Hillel chapter.

Dartmouth College is home 
to the state’s only kosher 
eatery: a dining hall called The 
Pavilion that serves kosher 
and halal meals and was con-
ceived jointly by Jewish and 
Muslim students. If you want 
kosher food elsewhere, you’ll 
have to go to Trader Joe’s, 
which carries Empire kosher 
chicken, challah and some 
kosher cheeses.

Dartmouth is also home to 
one of the only full-fledged Hil-
lel college chapter in the state. 
One other New Hampshire 
school, New England College 
in Henniker, is served by the 
Hillel Council of New England.

Jews once were barred from 
holding elected office in 
New Hampshire.

New Hampshire’s first 
state constitution, ratified in 
1784, did not allow Jews (or 
any non-Protestants) to hold 
elected office. Restricted Jew-
free hotels persisted in New 
Hampshire’s White Mountains 
until the mid-20th century. 
Until four years ago, the tiny 
town of Mont Vernon had a 
recreational water hole with 
the offensive-sounding name 
Jew Pond — residents voted to 
change it in 2012.

“In New Hampshire, unless 
you were born here or your 
grandparents or great-grand-
parents were born here, 
you’re left to feel like you’re an 
outsider,” Temple Beth Jacob’s 

YONKERS, NY 
– Jewish-Ameri-
can poet Emma 
Lazarus, the 
most promi-
nent American 
Jewish writer of 
her generation, 
is best known 
for the lines of 
verse inscribed 
on the pedestal 
of the Statue of 
Liberty (“Give 
me your tired…). Less known 
is that she was something of a 
proto-Zionist, who advocated 
for a Jewish homeland in a se-
ries of essays titled “An Epistle 
to the Hebrews,” published in 
1883. 

On January 5, Cohasco 
auction house put up a nev-
er-published letter of Lazarus 
in which she refers to this 
landmark work, in which she 
became the first well-known 
American to publically make 
a case for a Jewish state. 
Lazarus’s autographic material 
in any form is extremely rare, 
owing to her early death at age 
38. The work did not sell this 
time, but the little-known story 
remains interesting.

Lazarus biographer Profes-
sor Esther Schor of Princeton 
University noted that “Theodor 
Herzl was still sitting in cafés 
and dreaming of Zion – and the 

“New Colossus” Poet’s Rare Corre-
spondence on Jewish Homeland 

P
H

O
TO

: U
R

IE
L 

H
E

IL
M

A
N

word ‘Zionist’ had not yet even 
been coined – when Lazarus 
took up the cause in the early 
1880s.” Reacting in 1882 to 
news of pogroms in Russia, 
Lazarus suggested that “assim-
ilated American Jews should 
recognize their privileged status 
as well as their vulnerability in 
America, that all Jews should 
understand their history, 
in order not to be misled by 
anti-Semitic generalizations…
Eastern European Jews should 
emigrate to Palestine.” She 
also worked for the Hebrew 
Emigrant Aid Society at a time 
when 2,000 Russian Jewish 
refugees were arriving in New 
York monthly.

The pre-auction estimate 
for the letter was $22,000-
$32,000. No word on when 
it will be put up for auction 
again.

Donate 
Volunteer 

Make a Difference
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also writes a lively blog about the shuls 
he visits and his experiences in photo-
graphing them, one of the many added 
pleasures of Synagogues360.org.

Davidson has traveled from San 
Diego to Shanghai, Manitoba to Miami, 
Norway to New Zealand, Gibraltar to 
Great Barrington. The focus and expen-
diture of energy necessary to pursue 
this project are prodigious, and so it 
is that much more remarkable to find 
out that Synagogues360 is Davidson’s 
post-retirement pursuit. He is 75 years 
old, and going strong after visiting 34 
countries and amassing a library of 
more than 500,000 images. Davidson is 
funding the project himself, eschewing 
510(c)3 nonprofit status because, he 
says, “I don’t want to be saddled with a 
board of directors. When I’m asked if I 
want to do a book, I say I have no time. 
It’s time consuming to get these syna-
gogues photographed. 

“Many of these buildings are going, 
going, gone,” he adds, and asserts that 
he has much more to accomplish. 

What distinguishes Davidson’s work 
and makes it such a pleasure to explore 
online is the architect’s sensibility he 
brings to the composition of both his 
panoramas and standard photos. “I 
have an architect’s love of buildings,” 
the MIT School of Architecture and 
Planning graduate says, “and try to con-
vey the most beautiful aspect of each 
building – the bimahs, the arks, even 
the floors. If I was just documenting, I 
would get bored and quit.” At the behest 
of UCLA’s Hillel, Davidson created an 
exhibition of his work (which now trav-
els to different sites) for which images 
were enlarged to an imposing 3x5 foot 
and 4x6 foot scale. 

Synagogues360 is shaping up as 
a significant contribution to Jewish 
culture that succeeds both aestheti-
cally and historically. Anyone wanting 
a deepened appreciation of Jewish life 
and worship in the Diaspora would be 
well advised to plumb the treasury of 
images and narratives that Louis David-
son is creating online.

Synagogues360, continued from page 28

Graffiti outside Adat Jisrael (1920), Stockholm, Sweden

Beit Yaakov Chabad House (2011), Beijing, China

Tomar Synagogue (1450), Tomar, 
Portugal

Congregation B’nai Isaac (1917), 
Aberdeen, South Dakota

Oslo Synagogue (1920), Oslo, Norway North Shore Congregation Israel (1964), 
Glencoe, Illinois
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Around the Jewish World with Synagogues360
With posterity in mind, a photographer/architect pursues an ambitious Diaspora 
documentation project

As Diaspora Jews spread 
out across the globe over mil-
lennia, far-flung communities 
constructed houses of worship 
that expressed their shared 
ethnic and spiritual roots, 
while also reflecting the aes-
thetics of the eras and regions 
in which they lived and the 
economic and social circum-
stances in which they found 
themselves. 

While the structures are 
widely divergent in style and 
scale, for the most part form 
follows function – the syna-
gogues are sacred spaces de-
signed to facilitate the practice 
of enduring rituals, observanc-
es, and lifecycle ceremonies 
laid out by Torah and tradition. 
By and large, a Jew entering 
any of these scattered syna-
gogues will be able to quickly 
apprehend the purpose of 
building that he or she is in.

With the Synagogues360 
project, photographer and 
architect Louis Davidson is 
in the midst of an ambitious 
effort to document noteworthy 
synagogues around the world. 
Since 2006, he has been 
capturing 360° panoramic 
views of historic interiors that 
invite visitors to his compel-
ling website – Synagogues360.
org – to virtually experience 
the sanctuaries in the round 
(think Google Street View). 
Davidson’s work powerful-
ly demonstrates that these 
buildings share a recognizable 
essence despite vast differenc-
es in architectural approach 
and embellishment. 

Cognizant of the upheav-
als and demographic shifts 
of Jewish history, Davidson 
says he is documenting the 
past and present with the 
future in mind. “In 300 years,” 

he says, “people will be able 
to use these photographs to 
know what these places really 
looked like” at the turn of the 
21st century. Many of the 
synagogues are thriving, while 
some congregations occupy-
ing opulent spaces are barely 
holding on with a skeleton 
crew of members. Some are 
museums, while others are no 
longer functioning or generally 
open to the public, many in an 
advancing state of disrepair.

About one thing, Davidson 
is adamant: “I take real photo-
graphs. Other photographers 
might come in and polish the 
silver, make the spaces look 
like Hollywood. I want to show 
how they really look. If there 
are leftover decorations from 
a bar mitzvah, that’s what I’ll 
photograph.”

The idea behind Syna-
gogues360 was hatched in 
2003, when Davidson was 
photographing synagogues in 
Romania. In subsequent years, 
he developed “a plan of attack” 
that would enable him to cover 
vast swaths of ground with 

maximum efficiency. He says 
his first order of business is to 
research synagogue websites 
online to determine if a build-
ing is interesting. Then, he 
contacts the congregation – he 
says surprisingly few respond 
to his initial inquiry, and so he 
has to follow up several times. 
Subsequently, he develops an 
itinerary and starts driving, 
accompanied by his wife, Ron-
nie. Last summer, for example, 
his journeys took him from his 
home base in Los Angeles to 
Colorado, Manitoba, Michigan, 
the Berkshires (where he pho-
tographed Hevreh of Southern 
Berkshire), Boston, and then 
back west. In two months, he 
drove 14,000 miles.

Davidson arrives in town in 
the evening, and takes outdoor 
pictures of the synagogue. The 
following day, he sets up his 
equipment indoors in order to 
capture the late morning and 
early afternoon sunlight. To 
create the panoramic view, he 
sets up his camera on a spe-
cial tripod that adjusts to 10 
positions, and takes multiple 

SYNAGOGUES 360, continued 
inside on page 27

Ensoga Grande (1749), Gibraltar

New Synagogue (1737), Trebic, Czech Republic

shots to allow for shifting light 
and shadows. He takes pho-
tographs from 3 or 4 different 
positions in the room, with 50 
to 70 shots comprising each 
set. After two hours, he will 
have captured between 300 
and 400 images of an interior, 
honing in, as well, on other 
elements of the space he finds 
compelling. 

After he finishes photo-

graphing, he and his wife pack 
up their car and spend the 
rest of the afternoon driving 
to the next synagogue. He 
downloads the day’s images to 
his computer at night, and will 
later use specialized software 
to create the panorama. If 
those tasks weren’t enough to 
keep him occupied, Davidson 

A Stunningly Illustrated Torah Like Nothing You’ve Seen Before
By Abby Sher/Jewniverse

An astronaut, a cowboy, and a girl kissing a moose have 
just made it into the Bible, thanks to the incredible vision of 
artist Archie Rand.

This is not your standard scroll, obviously. And yet it is 
a very precise vision of these ancient words. There are 613 
mitzvot that are commonly called the “commandments” 
from the Hebrew Bible. Rand has studied each one of them 
for the past fifteen years and illustrated them in wild, hilari-
ous, dark, light, and daring ways.

“The 613” was a showcase of Rand’s paintings cover-
ing 1700 square feet in a Brooklyn warehouse that lasted 
only four hours but drew more than 1000 people and a lot 
of praise. Now, the paintings have been put together in a 

breathtaking book, also called The 613.
Each page is wild and unique. The styles range 

from comic to creepy to ethereal. Even the cover art is 
sort of feral and elegant at the same time.

In the introduction, Rand talks about his inspira-
tions, like Lenny Bruce and Mel Brooks. Growing up 
in Bensonhurst, Brooklyn after World War II, Rand 
writes, “Anything was possible. We all felt it. Ambition 
and nerve were thick in the air. It was a hotbed of 
wise guys.”

Opening this book, you will feel it too.

Centro Sefaradi (mid-20th century), Havana, Cuba


