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Celebrate Chanukah 5777

By Albert Stern, BJV Editor

WASHINGTON, DC – The 2016 General
Assembly of the Jewish Federations of
North America (JFNA) that took place
in the nation’s capital November 13-15
was a streamlined affair, in which the
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star wattage of past GAs was dimmed
in favor of a more focused reiteration of
Federation’s mission and core Jewish
values.
In recent years, in addition to the
everyday people whose lives have been
touched and transformed by Federation programs, GA plenary sessions
featured packed rosters of Jewish
luminaries from the worlds of politics,
entertainment, media, business, religion, and ideas, each recounting their
Jewish journeys and/or how key developments in their areas of expertise
might affect the Jewish world. In contrast, the theme of this GA was “Jewish

The U.S. Postal Service released this Chanukah stamp in November as part of its
issue of eight 2016 holiday stamps. Art director Ethel Kessler of Bethesda, MD,
designed the stamps with original artwork by William Low of Huntington, NY. The
Holiday Windows stamps are being issued as Forever® stamps, which will always
be equal in value to the current First-Class Mail 1-ounce price. Chanukah begins at
sundown December 24.

You Can Get There From Here
Venturing from the Berkshires to explore the
richness of Jewish life and history
PHOTO: GABRIEL RIF PIKIWIKI ISRAEL

Natan Sharansky with some of the hundreds of the Jewish Agency for Israel’s
Israeli shlichim in attendance at the GA

GA 2016, continued on page 14

Chabad of the Berkshires Acquires
Lenox Property
Venice synagogue

Rabbi Levi Volovik and Sara Volovik, with daughters Chava Chaya Luba (yawning)
and Mushka, in front of the newly acquired property
LENOX – Chabad of the Berkshires
recently acquired the “Cozy Nook Mansion,” a nearly 7000-square-foot building on 1.5 acres of land on West Street
near the Paterson-Egleston Monument
in downtown Lenox. Co-directors Rabbi
Levi and Sara Volovik say they hope
to hold a groundbreaking ceremony in
summer 2017 and relocate the Chabad
House from Pittsfield to Lenox perma-

nently the following summer, following
the building’s renovation.
“We are thrilled to announce that
Chabad of the Berkshires has found a
permanent home in downtown Lenox,”
wrote the Voloviks in a message to the
community. “If one does not dream,
we are told, their dreams will never
NEW CHABAD HOUSE,
continued on page 22

Israel’s Mt. Shlomo

In this issue’s Berkshire Jewish Voices, we share the experiences
of three Berkshires correspondents who followed their curiosity about
Jewish life and history around the globe. High schooler Pailey Feakes
recounts her travels in Eastern Europe and Israel with NFTY, which were
funded in part by our Federation. In the Negev, Paley says she “was able
to conquer Mount Shlomo…[which] makes me feel strong enough to conquer any mountain.”
Fans of The Merchant of Venice will enjoy Ruth Heuberger’s travelogue
of her recent visit to the City of Bridges, where a small, but committed
community carries on in the historic Jewish ghetto. Note the windows
image above – “All the synagogues of Venice
have five large windows, to provide them with
more light,” notes travel site VENETOINSIDE.
com. “According to the Talmud light is fundamental to a synagogue because it is a symbol of
life, and therefore, of God. On the choice of the
number five there are various interpretations,
but the most likely is connected to the distribution of Talmud, precisely divided into five parts,
which represent the manifestations of light.”
Also, the BJV’s Jewish Taste columnist Carol
Goodman Kaufman shares her experiences
retracing the tribe’s far-flung wanderings out in
Utah. Utah? Utah.
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Guest Editorial
Don’t Waste a Crisis – Start a Jewish Journey
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks Inspires the 2016 JFNA General Assembly
By Rabbi Jonathan Sacks
And that has defined
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew Congregations of
Jewish sensibility from
the Commonwealth between 1991 and 2013, delivered these remarks at the JFNA
that day to this, because
General Assembly in Washington, DC on November 13, 2016.
where others accept, we
Chevra [Friends], you and I, we have work to do. You see, the trouble is, since
protest. Where others
we last met, the world has gone mad. I thought in Britain, we had something
curse the darkness, we
called Brexit, which I claimed was the most divisive campaign in the world. But
light a flame. Where othwhat can I do? I have to concede that, as with the Olympic Games, we just have
ers live with the world
to settle for second place.
that is, we strive for the
You have just had a presidential election, which, dare I say it, is almost as
world that ought to be.
acrimonious as a synagogue board meeting. Not quite, but almost there.
To be a Jew is to help
And meanwhile, we have seen in the rest of the world the return of anti-Semheal a broken world. We
itism, the rise of the far right in Europe, in France, in Austria, in Hungary, in
are the people who don’t
Poland, and in Greece. We have seen whole countries, whole swathes of the
stand still. We are the people for whom life is a journey to a world of justice and
Earth’s surface, not just in Syria, but in Iraq, in Afghanistan, in Libya, Somalia,
compassion and healing, which is not yet, but which we will not cease until we
in Yemen, in South Sudan, descending into what Thomas Hobbes called “the war
help bring it about. And that is the first thing we learn from Abraham and Sarah,
of every man against every man, in which life is nasty, brutish, and short.” We
that we as people have to journey and travel and grow.
have seen Russia turn aggressive, Iran become ever more dangerous.
Second thing, Lech lecha. What do those words literally mean? We translate
The world is in a state of crisis. What the Jews do when the world is in a state
them as Get thee out, leave. But the Chasidim pointed out that the words Lech
of crisis? Never forget, never waste a crisis. We have a precious moment. Let me
lecha literally mean, “Get to yourself.” Become the person that you really are.
explain.
Have the courage to be different. Have the courage to do the Jewish deed. The reLet me explain, all those years ago when I used to be Chief Rabbi, I used to
ally great Jews are the ones who are unashamed to be Jews and to do the Jewish
travel around the British Commonwealth, what used to be called the British
deed.
Empire, so I used to go to Hong Kong. In ’97, the Chinese said, “Please, could we
Think of the people we have recently lost, but who will be remembered for dehave our Hong Kong back?” And so I still kept on there.
cades to come. Leonard Cohen, who taught the whole
I went there and met, for the first time, the Beijing
world to sing Hallelujah. Baruch Hashem, most of us
appointee, the governor of Hong Kong, Mr. Tung CheeWhen crises happen, we as
sing it a little better than he did, but Leonard Cohen
hwa. And we had a wonderful conversation. He loves
Jews. He said to me, “Rabbi Sacks, we Chinese and
Jews have to lead the world to taught the world to sing Hallelujah. Elie Wiesel, who
taught the world to remember what so many wanted to
you Jews go back a long way.” He said, “We Chinese go
a better place, and that is the
forget. Shimon Peres, who taught the world that a Jew
back 5,000 years. You Jews go back 6,000 years. What
never stops searching for peace, however long the road,
I want to know, Rabbi Sacks is, what did you do for the
challenge I want us to accept,
and however hard the way.
first 1,000 years before you had kosher Chinese takeindividually and as a people.
They were unafraid to stand up and be proud as
aways?” I said, “Mr. Tung, you want to know what we
Jews, and if there is one thing I have learned from
did for the first 1,000 years? We complained about the
decades in public life, it is: Non-Jews respect Jews who
food.”
respect Judaism. Every one of us is an ambassador for our people and our faith,
But do you know why it is that China lasted so long? Because the Chinese
and when we are true to ourselves, we are a blessing to the world. When we are
ideogram for crisis also means opportunity. And when a country and a civilization
what we uniquely are, we give the world what only we can give, and that is the
see a crisis as an opportunity, it is not derailed, it is energized by crisis.
second message. Be true to ourselves.
Now, there is only one language I know that goes one better than Chinese, and
And the third message has to do with the politics of the world. The world is
that is Hebrew. Anyone know what the Hebrew word for crisis is? It is mashber.
moving into a new and dangerous phase that I call the politics of anger. And the
Now, do you know what the word mashber originally meant? It meant a birthing
politics of anger comes from where? It comes from fear. And we, as a people, are
stool. Every crisis, for Jews, is chevlei leida, something new is being born.
uniquely poised to show the world the one antidote to fear, which is the greatest
And that is why, when crises happen, we as Jews have to lead the world to a
Jewish gift to humanity as a whole, the gift of hope. Israel is the country whose
better place, and that is the challenge I want us to accept, individually and as a
very national anthem is “Hatikvah,” meaning “The Hope.”
people.
What makes people despair? Let me tell you what makes people despair. We
And how do we do it? The answer is in the theme of this conference, by startthink to ourselves, “How can I change the world? How can I make a difference?
ing, each one of us, individually and collectively, a Jewish journey, a Jewish jourThere’s only one of me, there’s seven billion people out there. I am no more than a
ney that will help change us and help change the world.
wave in the ocean, than a grain of sand on the seashore, than dust on the surface
What is a Jewish journey? The answer is contained in the opening words of
of infinity.”
the parsha, of the portion of the Torah we read just yesterday in our synagogues,
But I want you to think of this: Tell me, who is the most influential human
the first recorded syllables of Jewish time, when God says to Abraham and Sarah,
being who ever lived? To be honest, there’s only one candidate, and that is AbraLech lecha, “Begin a journey, get thee out,” me’artzecha umimoladetecha umibeit
ham, because today, literally or metaphorically, the people who consider Abraham
avicha “From your land, your birthplace, and your father’s house.” And so began
to be their ancestor in faith are 2.4 billion Christians, 1.6 billion Muslims, and
the world’s oldest, longest, and greatest journey of all, and we have to move on
a few of us, most of whom happen to be in this room today. But what we lack in
that journey to the next stage.
numbers, we more than make up for in noise.
What do we learn from those words to Abraham and Sarah at the beginning of
Chevra [Friends], this one individual, or these two individuals, Abraham and
Jewish time? Three things.
Sarah, think about it, they ruled no empire, they commanded no army, they perNumber one, uniquely Judaism begins with a journey. With two journeys.
formed no miracles, they delivered no prophecies. All they did was heed the call
With Abraham’s journey from Mesopotamia, and with Moses and the Israelites’
of lech lecha to begin a Jewish journey, and to define for all time what it is to be a
journey from Egypt.
Jew.
Why? Because we are the people who can’t stand still. Did you ever see a
And these are what we learned from Abraham and Sarah: To be a Jew is to be
group of Jews standing still? It never happened. We know that we have to move,
true to your faith, and a blessing to others, regardless of their faith. And that is
and we have to lead from the front.
the greatest message of healing that the world needs to hear in the 21st century,
and we have to deliver it.
Friends, that was all I was going say, until I suddenly realized there’s one
thing, in addition, I probably ought to say.
Tell me, when you’re looking at journeys – you know how long it took us to get
out of the station in Washington today? – everyone’s going one way, right? Now,
tell me, are there more people queuing in America to go to Iraq, or queuing in Iraq
to go to America? Where do people travel? They travel from poor countries to rich
ones. They travel from low civilizations to high civilizations. What was the highest
civilization in the days of Abraham? Mesopotamia, Ur Kasdim, where he came from.
Everyone else is trying to get in, he’s leaving with Sarah. What was the highest civilization in the days of Moses and the Israelites? Answer, the Egypt of Ramses the
Second. Everyone else is trying to enter, Moses and the Israelites are trying to leave.
We are the world’s contrarians. Everyone’s going that way, we’re going the other way. So let me make a simple suggestion. You know as well as I do, that when
the world is united, Jews are divided, right? Now the world is divided, let’s us do
the opposite thing and show that we are united.
And I want to tell you, it begins here in JFNA because you are the group who
welcome every Jew, who respect every Jew, who honor every Jew, and let it start
from here.
But I want to add one more thing. Listening to the panel, hearing about your
fears about anti-Semitism, which I share with you, I have to say this: for Heaven’s
sake, if we are seeing anti-Semitism in the world, let us fight it together. Let us
never be guilty of having anti-Semitism in here.
Let us, if some people in the world don’t like us, let us respond by showing
that we love one another. Let us be at peace with one another if we want to be at
peace with the world, because I tell you, I tell you this from the depth of my heart,
JONATHAN SACKS continued on page 17
Paid advertisements do not necessarily represent the opinions of
the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires or its members.
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Scholar’s Reflections
My Maimonides Problem
Author of an acclaimed new book about the Rambam shares insights into the sage’s way of thinking
By Alfred L. Ivry
One of the heroes of Jewish history is Moses
Resurrection is not the only belief missing in the Guide – absent too is mention
Maimonides (1138-1204), who settled in Egypt
of the messiah and of the future redemption of Israel from exile. The Guide does
as a young but exceptionally gifted man, deeply
not dwell on the existential condition of the Jewish people in Maimonides’ day, or
conversant with the rabbinic corpus of legal and
on its anticipated glorious future, issues which Maimonides vigorously addressed
midrashic works, as well as with the scientific
in his other writings. Rather, the Guide is addressed to the existential condition
and medical teachings of his day. He quickly
of an individual who is unsure what to believe in, and it offers that individual a
rose to prominence as physician to the Ayyubid
private psychic salvation.
vizier in Cairo, and as a leading and sometime
The individual addressed is a student curious about and confused by two
official figure in the Jewish community there and
competing intellectual systems of that time, the one a theology (known as Kalam)
elsewhere. His fame in the latter case is based
developed by Muslim thinkers that had attracted Jewish, particularly Karaite,
largely on two monumental compositions that he
writers; and the other a philosophical world view (called, conveniently, falsafa)
wrote before the age of forty: A Commentary on
advanced by Muslim philosophers that followed the teachings of Aristotle, Plato,
the Mishnah, and a Code of Jewish Law, popuand other late classical Greek writers. Both systems were highly logical: Kalam inlarly known as the Mishneh Torah. Both works
ternally consistent but deliberately anti-empirical, falsafa an amalgam of naturalare revolutionary in their style: the Commentary
ism and idealism, heavily indebted to the sciences of the day, principally physics,
on the Mishnah extricates its 63 tractates from
metaphysics, and astronomy. Maimonides takes it upon himself to instruct his
the extended dialectical discussions it spawned
student in the principles of both kalam and falsafa, wishing to reject the former
in the Gemara and summarizes its arguments, while the Mishneh Torah presents
and embrace the latter.
all of Jewish law in fourteen topically organized books. Maimonides introduces this
As he gets into the nitty-gritty of both systems, however, Maimonides finds he
work with the claim that one would need only to study the Torah and his book to
cannot disprove a basic contention of kalam, namely, that God is not subject to
know Jewish law (the halakha) and be able to follow it.
natural law and whatever he wishes to do, short of logically contradictory actions,
If Maimonides was suggesting by this remark that his Mishneh Torah rendered
is possible. (Maimonides actually adopts this principle, in arguing later for a crethe traditional study of the Talmud superfluous, he might have spared himself
ation of the world before the laws of nature took hold.) Concurrently, Maimonides
the trouble of mentioning it. Instead of replacing study of the Talmud, the Mishrealizes that the philosophers’ proofs for the existence of God are not as strong as
neh Torah became another layer of post-Talmuhe would like, their scientific basis weakened by
dic rabbinic commentary, even as Maimonides’
the latest findings in astronomy as well as by
Whatever the subject, Maimonides’
Commentary on the Mishnah did not succeed in
the challenges posed to language and intellect
understanding of it is usually adduced as
removing study of the Mishnaic portions of the
in confronting the realm of metaphysics. Still,
Talmud from their embedded position within
Maimonides retains his partiality to falsafa,
highly, if not decisively, significant.
the Gemara. However, both works were immebelieving (without proof) in the basic structures
diately recognized for their clear and thorough
it developed to conceive of God and His relation
mastery of their subjects, and the Mishneh Torah soon became – and remains
to the world, though he insists that God is beyond human comprehension and is
today – an authoritative voice of Jewish law. Whatever the subject, Maimonides’
not related to the world, at least not directly related.
understanding of it is usually adduced as highly, if not decisively, significant.
This paradox is somewhat relieved by Maimonides’ implicit though questionThis is so even in the rare instances where Maimonides is not as forthcoming
able distinction between the essence of God, which remains unknown, and the
on a topic as could be expected. A prize example of this occurs in the introduceffects of His Will and Wisdom, which inform the entire world. Maimonides’ God
tion to his commentary on the Mishnah tractate Sanhedrin, where Maimonides
in the Guide is a uniquely unified single being, the acme of immaterial, intelligible
insisted upon 13 principles as fundamental to the Jewish faith, principles that
perfection, unchanging and unaffected by anything and anyone in the world. This
found their liturgical expression in the popular Yigdal hymn often sung to this
picture of God is totally different from that which the Bible represents, and which
day at the end of Sabbath eve services. These 13 principles remain emblematic to
post-biblical Judaism and Maimonides himself formerly embraced (and to which he
traditional believers today, however problematic their medieval formulation. Thus,
returned, after writing the Guide). Nevertheless, Maimonides sets forth in the Guide
belief in prophecy is explained in terms of a union or “conjunction” with a heavto depersonalize God, interpreting the biblical encounters with God and angels that
enly intelligence that served, Maimonides believed, as God’s emissary; immortality
the patriarchs and prophets had as allegorical projections of the human imaginais conceived as purely spiritual; and resurrection, while included, is dispatched
tion, although motivated by divine emanations. He views biblical law largely as an
with only two words of affirmation!
adaptation and modification of pagan practices, albeit perfectly suited to promote
Reaction to this seeming put-down of what to many was – and is – a core
a well-governed and just society. While most people are to be allowed, and even
belief, forced Maimonides to issue a Treatise on Resurrection in which he affirmed
encouraged, to have a literal belief in the rewards and punishments the Bible dehis belief in this principle. The apologetic tone of this treatise is striking, though,
scribes, Maimonides offers the person who has mastered philosophy an intellectual
indicative of the care Maimonides had to take not to deviate from popular belief
cum spiritual initiation into the realm of eternal divine truth and being.
if he wished to retain his stature within the community. That Maimonides was
Maimonides presents these views often in coded language that needs decipheruncomfortable with the notion of resurrection may be inferred as well from its
ing, and many readers of the Guide avoid that and prefer to evaluate his radical
complete absence in his Guide of the Perplexed, a work that he finished in 1190, a
ideas in relation to the more traditional opinions he customarily affirms elseyear before writing the Resurrection treatise.
where. Through the centuries only a small number of Jewish philosophers were
attracted to the deistic God of the Guide. Maimonides has remained an iconic figure for most Jews as a rabbi, Rabbenu Moshe ben Maimon, the Rambam. Having
written a book dedicated to explaining the Guide, my problem with Maimonides
is that I do not wish to be taken as privileging his philosophical persona over his
rabbinic one, the real Maimonides this and not that. I will have to leave it to the
readers of my book to judge that for themselves.

Letters to the Editor

Grateful Camper Loved the Great Outdoors
Dear Jewish Women’s Foundation:
This letter is being written to thank
you for donating money to my family
to send me to Camp Ramah and to tell
you about my experiences at camp this
year. If I had to say what the whole
four weeks of camp was like in under
five words, I would say, “Camp was
awesome” or “It was great!” or “Camp
Ramah: The Greatest!”
This year, my third at Ramah, I was
again in the age group Ilanot. I attended the first full session of camp, June
23-July 19. I was in bunk 12 on a top
bunk.
During my first two weeks this
summer, the three Chugim I chose (in
order) were:
Origami, Boating, Teva (Ramah
Wilderness)
During my last two weeks this
summer, the three Chugim I chose (in
order) were:

Duct tape art, Teva (Ramah Wilderness), Clay wheel
My favorite Chug was Teva. I made
a campfire, built a shelter, made a
small mini-raft, played Gaga inside a
tree fort, and built an oven and baked
my own bread in it. The reason why
I liked Teva is that everything I did
was in nature. (If you haven’t guessed
already, I love the great outdoors!)
The bottom line is that I had a
fantastic time at Camp Ramah! My
mother told me that I received a lot of
money so I could go to camp this year
and I really, really, really appreciate
it. I never would have been able to go
to camp at all without help. I couldn’t
thank you more!
Yours truly,
Robert Ferren
MORE LETTERS on page 4

DEADLINES
The next Berkshire Jewish Voice (Vol. 25, No. 1) will cover the period January 23, 2017
through February 26, 2017. The following edition (Vol. 25, No. 2) covers February 27,
2017 through March 27, 2017. The deadline for press releases and other written
submissions, all of which are subject to being edited, is January 31, 2017. Because
of limitations of space and time, please be so kind as to not submit lengthy articles
without first contacting the editor. Advertising deadline is February 8, 2017. For a
complete Berkshire Jewish Voice schedule, contact (413) 442-4360, ext. 11, or e-mail
jfb.berkshirevoice@verizon.net.

Alfred L. Ivry is Professor Emeritus of Jewish and Islamic philosophy at NYU.
His new book, Maimonides Guide of the Perplexed: A Philosophical Guide, was
published this September by the University of Chicago Press. He resides locally in
Connecticut and is a member of the Berkshire Minyan in Great Barrington.
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Guest Editorial
In Touch with My Immigrant Grandparents
By Tela Zasloff
The rest of their lives, they lived out their dreams of a better life in their New
My maternal great-grandfather, Aaron Gordin, was a balagola, a driver of a
World, nurturing five talented children and managing, through the Depression
horse and cart-for-hire in the village (shtetl) of Rezhitsa (in present-day Latvia),
years, to send three of them to college. My grandfather built a comfortable busiin the Vitebsk area of Russia, one of the areas where the Czars permitted Jews to
ness in small-town Altoona, Pennsylvania, selling jewelry, fixing people’s watches,
live. He must have often carried water to the local houses, since this was a poor
and grinding lenses for eye glasses, while being active in the labor movement—he
village that assuredly had no central plumbing. But more important to the comwas famous locally for inviting Norman Thomas to his house during the 1930s. My
munity was the fact that he was known as a chasid, a mystical kind of Jew who
grandmother, emotional, fierce, with a literary flair and artistic sensitivities, learned
believed that God’s presence was in all of our surroundings and that we should
English and American mores with a passion and commitment that expressed her
honor God in our every word and deed.
devotion to becoming part of this new land. I remember her outrage mixed with
I try to guess what this little bit of information says about my great-grandexaltation, when religious solicitors came to the door wanting to leave a pamphlet
father and horses. Being the only one in my family to care passionately about
with her: “This is America!” she would say. “My religion is my own business!”
animals, especially horses, gave me a special lens through which to relate to my
She made one trip back to the old country in 1934, to see her family again,
past. The one photo we have of my great-grandfather shows a middle-age, bearda year after a fascist coup had taken
ed man with a sharp, sensitive face
over Latvia. Then, she never saw them
and sad eyes. Did he talk to his horse,
again, since all were lost in the Holothe way Tevya did when he drove his
caust.
cart, about marrying off his daughters,
My grandparents’ story is a comor making his tenants pay the rent, or
mon one, especially during the period
expanding his cart business? Or was
when they came here at the beginning
he soul-searching, appealing to his
of the 20th century, a time of high
listener’s philosophical and reflective
immigration numbers from eastern
cart-horse character? His horse would
and southern Europe. Their grit and
have understood, since he, too had
commitment to shaking off their old
a life of hard work, plain feed, rough
life and starting again in a new counand muddy roads, and the stress of
try they loved, always hovered over my
constantly having to fulfill one’s duties
growing up with them. I picked up,
no matter what. And my great-grandas a family duty, to always remember
father would have believed that his
their story, keep albums, make personhorse radiated God’s presence and
al contact with my past, keep it alive,
that he must be kind to him.
talk to my children and grandchildren
I believe that, too. But what was
about it.
the source of my childhood dreams
The present political climate in
to ride horses, to share their minds,
America has raised the question of
to become their friend, even to beimmigrants in a new way—some people
come one of them? I doubt that my
are challenging the desirability of keepgreat-grandfather felt that way about
Water carrier, horse, and cart. Czarist soldiers on right. Rezhitsa postcard, 1910
ing our doors open to new immigrants
his horse. But maybe he sang to him
and integrating them into our way of
as they were trotting along the road,
life, particularly with the huge refugee problems now troubling the world as a
the way I sing to mine, maybe even the same Yiddish song that his daughter, my
result of political and environmental changes and unrest.
grandmother, taught us—“Abi Gezunt.” The song’s message is that you don’t need
In an October 18 New York Times article—“Experts say immigration is necesmaterial comforts in life to make you happy—the main thing is to be healthy.
sary for growth”—the Pew Research Center asserts, “Experts say that future imThat would have suited my great-grandfather and his hard life. My sister points
migrants and their children are expected to take the place of aging baby boomers
out that this was the perfect song to persuade those repressed by ostracism and
in the workplace, and a major immigration restriction may leave the United States
poverty, to accept their lot.
short of labor, potentially jeopardizing the solvency of Social Security and MediAaron Gordin’s youngest daughter, my grandmother, thought otherwise. At
care… The growth that comes from [first-generation] immigrants and the second
age 21, in 1911, helped by her family, she packed her best clothes, the family
generation, is going to be the only source of growth in working-age people. We
samovar and several goose-down pillows, and took a train, then a boat to Ameridon’t have a choice right now.”
ca, to Philadelphia, where she contacted her husband-to-be, my grandfather Abe
I would add that another reason we don’t have a choice is that we are still and
Berman, and his family. They had all grown up together, since his family rented
always have been a country built by immigrants—it is our very nature and gives
space in her father’s house, although, she remarked years later, they never had
us our unique identity. If we lose touch with that, our survival is in danger.
money to pay the rent. Abe, at age 10, had been picked up by the Czar’s military
authorities (a common practice in the Jewish shtetls) and sent to St. Petersburg,
Tela Zasloff lives in Williamstown, where she and her husband Joe raised their
where he was a servant and apprentice to a watchmaker who served the Russian
four daughters, as well as in Pittsburgh, PA. She is the author of A Rescuer’s Story:
army. He somehow managed to return to Rezhitsa at age 17 and immediately
Pastor Pierre Charles Toureille in Vichy France; Saigon Dreaming: Recollections
emigrated to the U.S. in 1908, having been preceded by several older sisters. For
of Indochina Days; The Horsehead Nebula, A Memoir; and Tsiveh Gordin/Sylvia
the next three years, he wrote to my grandmother and, as soon as she arrived in
Berman.
Philadelphia, they were married.

Letters to the Editor, continued
Vital Support Delivered to Area’s At-Risk Families
Dear Jewish Women’s Foundation:
Thank you for your generous donation to Construct. Your support is vital
to the many families that are homeless
or at risk of becoming homeless in our
South Berkshire community.
On behalf of our board of directors
and most importantly on behalf of our
many clients and residents, I want to
tell you what your continued support
means to all of us. Our statistics reflect
our highest ever success rate in helping people increase their incomes and
access affordable permanent housing.

This is a direct result of increased case
management and life skills coaching,
as well as employment and adult education programs.
With your contribution, we have
been able to change the lives of 600
households, or more than 1,200 men,
women, and children. You made it
possible.
Thank you!
Cara Davis
Executive Director, Construct
Great Barrington

Jewish Leader of Tomorrow Learned Much at the
Machon Program
Dear Jewish Federation:
Thank you for the scholarship and
allowing me to participate in the Machon program. It was the best summer
of my life. I learned so much, like how
to be a good Jewish leader and how

to be a good counselor. I also had so
much fun. I met so many people, like
from England, Israel, and Denmark,
and I can’t wait to go back next year.
Sincerely,
Liz Mulligan

Camp – You Meet New People, You Try Different
Things
Dear Jewish Federation:
Thank you so much for the scholarship to Crane Lake Camp. I am so
thankful. I love going to camp. Every

summer, I meet new people and try
different things.
Sincerely,
Rachel Mulligan

Berkshire Babies Benefit from Women’s
Foundation Grant
To the Jewish Women’s Foundation:
THANK YOU for your grant for
Berkshire Baby Box. It will allow us to
provide tangible support to new moms
in Berkshire County. The community
support for our efforts has been beyond
gratifying, and as of November 15, we
have been an all-county program.
Thank you for helping us to fulfill
our mission.
Hinda Bodinger
President, Berkshire Baby Box
Great Barrington

Hinda and Bill Bodinger show off a
Baby Box

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The Berkshire Jewish Voice welcomes signed letters on subjects of interest to the
Jewish community. Letters are printed upon space availability. The BJV reserves
the right to edit all letters for content, length, and style. The BJV does not print
anonymous letters, insults, libelous or defamatory statements. Published letters do
not represent the views of the Federation, its board of directors, or the newspaper,
but rather express the views of their authors. For verification purposes, please include full name, home address, and a day and evening telephone number. Send
letters to: Berkshire Jewish Voice, 196 South Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201, or email:
jfb.berkshirevoice@verizon.net.
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To Brighten the
Festival of Lights
79

3/$

Rokeach
Chanuka
Candles

Manischewitz
Gelt Coins

¢

with

AdvantEdge Card

with

5

AdvantEdge Card

with

Golden
Blintzes 6 Pack

with

5

with

4

with AdvantEdge Card

with

Farmers
Horseradish

Manischewitz
Tam Tams

8.5 oz.
Red or White

Kosher

5

2/$

599

AdvantEdge Card

6

4

2/$ AdvantEdge Retail
00 Coupon Savings

-1
2/$

with

Kedem
Sparkling Juice

MANUFACTURER’S COUPON • EXPIRES 12/31/2016

Save 1

25.4 oz.

6 oz.

On Any 2
Kedem
Sparkling Juice

Void if sold or transferred. Consumer pays CRV and sales tax.
Misuse constitutes fraud. Retailer: We will reimburse the face value
plus $.08 handling provided you comply with our coupon redemption
policy, available upon request. Submission of coupons signifies
compliance. Send to: KAYCO Foods, PO Box 407 MPS, Dept 989,
Cinnaminson, NJ 08077 MAY NOT BE DOUBLED OR TRIPLED

00

On Any 2
Manischewitz
Potato Pancake Mix
RETAILER: We will reimburse you for the face value of this coupon plus 8¢ handling, provided you
and the consumer have complied with the offer terms. Coupons not properly redeemed will be void
and held. Reproductions of this coupon is expressly prohibited (ANY OTHER USE CONSTITUTES
FRAUD). Mail to: The Manischewitz Company, CMS Dept. #72700, 1 Fawcett Drive, Del Rio, TX
78840. Cash value .001¢. Void where taxed or restricted. LIMIT ONE COUPON PER PRODUCT
PURCHASED. ©2016 The Manischewitz Company MAY NOT BE DOUBLED OR TRIPLED

Empire Kosher
Turkey Breast
lb.

Empire Kosher
Fresh 8 Piece
Cut-Up Chicken,
Whole Frying Chicken
or Quartered Chicken

Below

6 oz.
Select Varieties

Save 1

00

3

AdvantEdge Card & Coupon

Manischewitz
Potato Pancake Mix

25.4 oz.
Select Varieties

MANUFACTURER’S COUPON • EXPIRES 12/31/2016

299

_______________________________

Below

3

99 lb.

Frozen

-1
2/$

_______________________________

lb.

Empire Kosher
Fresh Chicken
Breasts

9.6 oz.•All Varieties
Where Available

2/$ AdvantEdge Retail
00 Coupon Savings

lb.

12 oz.•Select Varieties or
7 oz. Bow Ties

Meal Mart
1st Cut Brisket

8 oz. Tub

3

5

AdvantEdge Card

Manischewitz
Egg Noodles

1399

AdvantEdge Card

2/$

with

33 oz.

Temp Tee
Whipped Cream
Cheese

8 oz. Tub
Unsalted or Salted

10.6 oz.•Select Varieties

4/$

Meal Mart
Meat Balls in
Marinara Sauce

2/$

Breakstone’s
Whipped
Butter

5

999

AdvantEdge Card

AdvantEdge Card

Golden
Gourmet
Pancakes

4 oz.

32 oz.
Select Varieties

2/$

AdvantEdge Card

AdvantEdge Card

Admiral’s
Smoked Salmon or
Gravad Lox

Manischewitz Broth

22 oz.•Original or
No Sugar Added

AdvantEdge Card & Coupon

with

1

Ungar’s
Gefilte Fish

with

Free

79

AdvantEdge Card

with

BUY 1, GET 1

24 oz.
All Varieties

599

with

U.S. # 1

AdvantEdge Card

4

2/$

AdvantEdge Card

Fresh
New York State
Red Apples

Price Chopper
Applesauce

13 oz.•Cheese, Cherry or
Potato

299
with

199

2/$

with

AdvantEdge Card

.53 oz.
Milk or Dark Chocolate
Where Available

44 Ct.
Where Available

with

1

3 Lb.
Bag

COUPON
Expires 1/7/2017

BUY 1

Osem Consomme
14 oz.
GET 1

Osem Couscous
8.8 oz.

FREE

Limit 1 Price Chopper coupon per customer, per offer, per day; may
be combined with one manufacturer coupon per product purchased,
unless prohibited. Void if copied or altered. Offer effective Sunday,
November 27, 2016 thru Saturday, January 7, 2017 in our
Price Chopper, Market Bistro and Market 32 stores.
CLU#
1047

COUPON
Expires 1/7/2017

1

49 lb.

AdvantEdge Card
Coupon

with
&

Empire Kosher
Whole Turkey
10-22 Lb. Avg. Wgt.
Frozen
LIMIT 1 PLEASE
Limit 1 Price Chopper coupon per customer, per offer, per day; may
be combined with one manufacturer coupon per product purchased,
unless prohibited. Void if copied or altered. Offer effective Sunday,
November 27, 2016 thru Saturday, January 7, 2017 in our
Price Chopper, Market Bistro and Market 32 stores.

CLU# 1038

CASHIER,
INPUT WEIGHT,
INCLUDING
DECIMAL POINT

Offers effective Sunday, November 27, 2016 thru Saturday, January 7, 2017 in all Price Chopper, Market Bistro and Market 32 stores located in CT, MA, NH, NY, PA & VT. Not all items are available in all stores.
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Your Federation Presents
Silver Wellness and Nutrition for Seniors on “The Process of Aging” –
January 5
An Intergenerational
balance, and including basic
On Thursday, January 5 at
Discussion and Support
movements that encompass
10:45 a.m., the Jewish Federvirtually all activities of daily
ation of the Berkshires welGroup, January 9
living.
comes Thea Basis, a certified
senior fitness specialist who
will present the next installment of “Silver Wellness and
Nutrition for Seniors.” This
is a drop-in series with no
prior registration necessary.
This free program at Knesset
Israel, 16 Colt Road in Pittsfield is part of the Federation’s
Connecting With Community
series.
Thea Basis will lead attendees in discussion about
the importance of keeping
a healthy muscle mass for
metabolic health and to extend
the ability to live independently. She will guide the group
through specific exercises for
each major muscle group and
focus on improving cardio
respiratory health, improving

Thea Basis earned an
ACE Group Fitness Instructor Certification in 1988. She
specializes in the conditions
that make exercising more
challenging, including arthritis, fragility, balance and gait
issues, respiratory disease,
diabetes, and lack of motivation. She is also an orthopedic
exercise specialist serving
groups and individuals in
promoting healthy, independent lifestyles, while addressing the unique challenges of
aging. She was diagnosed with
severe scoliosis as a child,
but through her knowledge
and skill at exercise, she has
remained pain free and active
into her 60s.

Thea Basis

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation
of the Berkshires / Connecting
With Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Thursday, January
5, at 10:45 a.m., followed by
lunch (see page 18).

On Monday, January 9
at 10:45 a.m., the Jewish
Federation of the Berkshires
presents “The Process of
Aging,” with therapist Maggie
Bittman. This free program at
Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road
in Pittsfield is part of the
Federation’s Connecting With
Community series.
Explaining her outlook and
approach, Bittman writes:
“From birth, we begin to age
with Time. Along the way,
we develop strategies to help
manage the stressors that
come with living life – those
‘existence pains’ or ‘existential
stressors.’ Along the way we
find meaning and purpose,
experience aloneness, confront
mortality, and develop self
will.
“Within this context, participants will discuss, share, and
offer support to one another.”
These discussions are
open to anyone interested in
sharing in this universal topic.
This is a monthly program
that Maggie leads and the dis-

Therapist Maggie Bittman
cussions broadly range from
“Should I Remain in My Home
or Downsize” to “Aloneness”
to “Staying Active in Your
Community” and many more
beyond.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation
of the Berkshires / Connecting
With Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Monday, January 9
at 10:45 a.m., followed by lunch
(see page 18).

MLK Day Film: Civil Rights Drama
Selma, on January 16
On Monday, January 16 at
10:45 a.m., the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires will
screen the Civil Rights era drama Selma. This British-American historical drama is based
on the 1965 Selma to Montgomery voting rights marches
led by James Bevel, Hosea
Williams, Martin Luther King,
Jr. and John Lewis. This free
program at Knesset Israel, 16
Colt Road in Pittsfield is part
of the Federation’s Connecting
With Community series.
The film will be screened
in two parts, before and after
lunch, and will conclude by
2 p.m.

BERKSHIRE
&
ROOFING
GUTTER CO.

Gans Bedding, Inc.

413-298-1029
413
3 298 1029

Since 1921

www.BGRCo.net

CEDAR ROOF
STANDING SEAM METAL
ASPHALT SHINGLES

mattresses . beds . futons & more

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Copper • Aluminum • Gutter Covers

“We like your smile when we’re done”

A+

S31033

Written Estimates • Fully Insured • Owner Installed MA Lic. #145878

Larry Gans Steinberg
413-528-0023
413-528-0317 fax

72 Stockbridge Road
Great Barrington, MA
01230

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires /
Connecting With Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Monday, January 16 at 10:45 a.m.,
followed by lunch (see page 18).
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Your Federation Presents
“Mumbet’s Walk to
Freedom,” with Historical
Interpreter Ann-Elizabeth
Barnes on January 26
On Thursday, January 26 at 10:45 a.m.,
the Jewish Federation of
the Berkshires welcomes
historical interpreter
Ann-Elizabeth Barnes,
who will tell the story
of Elizabeth Freeman
(“Mumbet”), the African
slave woman who lived
in Massachusetts and
who sued for her freedom. This free program
at Knesset Israel, 16 Colt
Road in Pittsfield is part
of the Federation’s Connecting With Community
series.
Ann-Elizabeth Barnes
lives in South Egremont.
In the year 2000, she
became an ‘historic site
interpreter’ for The Trustees of Reservations, primarily
at the Ashley House in Sheffield and the Mission House
in Stockbridge. While there,
she discovered the story of
“Mumbet,” the enslaved African woman who successfully
sued for her freedom in 1781,
basing her case on the newly
ratified Massachusetts Constitution the stated “all men are
created free and equal.” Based
on her case and one other,
two years later, Massachusetts banned slavery, 80 years
before the Civil War.
Barnes will tell the story

Connecting With Community Programs /
Kosher Hot Lunch
Programs in the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires’ Connecting with Community series
are free and start at 10:45 a.m. most Mondays and Thursdays at Knesset Israel (16 Colt
Road, Pittsfield). Programs are followed by a kosher hot lunch. Lunch is a $2 suggested donation for adults over 60 years of age or $7 for all others. Advance reservations are required for
lunch and can be made by calling (413) 442-2200 before 9 a.m. on the day of the program.
For further information on all programs, please call Nancy Maurice Rogers, program director, at (413) 442-4360, ext. 15. For lunch menus and a chronological list of all scheduled
programs, please see page 18. Note that lunch menus are subject to change.

Guitarist Joel Blumert to Share “The Songs
We Cherish,” December 29

of Mumbet and describe the
process she went through in
writing the book “A Free Woman on God’s Earth” the true
story of Elizabeth “Mumbet”
Freeman the slave who won
her freedom.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation
of the Berkshires / Connecting
With Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Thursday, January
26 at 10:45 a.m., followed by
lunch (see page 18).

On Thursday, December
29 at 10:45 a.m., the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires presents guitarist Joel
Blumert and “The Songs We
Cherish,” favorites from Great
American Songbook. This free
program at Knesset Israel, 16
Colt Road in Pittsfield is part
of the Federation’s Connecting
With Community series.
Joel Blumert started playing guitar over 50 years ago
during the 1960s folk revival, gradually expanding into
playing blues, ragtime, Celtic,
bluegrass and old-time music.
Having grown up listening to
Great American Songbook and
pop music, he found that his
fingerstyle playing was easily
adaptable to the popular songs
of Gershwin, Gus Kahn, Fats
Waller and others. He easily
blends folk, blues, country,
and popular song into the
same program.

Blumert has opened for
such luminaries as Brownie
and Sonny, Spider John Koerner, Rory Block, Jack Elliot, and
many other folk and blues artists. He is frequently referred
to as a musician’s musician,
admired by many jazz and
classical musicians, as well
as folk and blues artists. He
has a confident, commanding
stage presence, aided by dazzling guitar playing and vocal
strength. Blumert now lives in
NW Connecticut and appears
weekly on NWCATV, Canaan,
CT on the self-produced show,
“Guitar and Vocal.”

Guitarist Joel Blumert

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of the Berkshires / Connecting With
Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Thursday, December 29, at 10:45 a.m., followed by
lunch (see page 18).
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A publication of the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires, serving the Berkshires and surrounding NY, CT and VT

Thank you to our supporters!
The Berkshire Jewish Voice extends a very special “thank you” for the
generosity extended thus far by 130 households who have sent in their
contributions for voluntary subscriptions to the paper.

Homebound
or recovering
from an illness
or injury?

Beth Abramson
Charlie and Elaine Brenner
Michael Buckheim
Jeffrey and Judith Cook
Lea and David Finck
Betsy and Dick Gaberman
Suzanne Graver
Jane Karlin

Janet Kramer
Barbara Liebert
Bobbie Monterose
Lawrence and Phyllis Phillips
Shirley Rubenstein
Judy Stolzberg
Edith Taskin
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tax-deductible subscription contribution.
_____ $360 Mensch & Honorary Publisher
(Supports color printing in one edition of the Voice)

_____ $108
_____ $72
_____ $36
_____ $18

Let us help you arrange for Kosher Meals on Wheels, to be
delivered to your home. Call the Jewish Federation of the
Berkshires at (413) 442-4360, ext 10. We are here to help!
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Mail check payable to:
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
196 South Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201
(Please add Berkshire Jewish Voice in the memo)

Name to be listed: _____________________________________________
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Your Federation Presents
David Scribner on the Berkshires News
Media, January 19
On Thursday, January
19 at 10:45 a.m., the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires hosts author and The
Berkshire Edge editor David
Scribner, who will talk about
recent changes in the Berkshires news media landscape.
This free program at Knesset
Israel, 16 Colt Road in Pittsfield is part of the Federation’s
Connecting With Community
series.
This program will explore
the sea change that news
media in the Berkshires has
undergone in the past several decades, as a result of the
emergence of the Internet as
a major source of information, replacing, to a significant extent, traditional print
platforms. But how has this
evolution – or devolution – of
media affected the Berkshires,
and what’s in store for the future? These are the questions
that will be addressed.
David Scribner, now editor
of the online publication The
Berkshire Edge, was editor of
The Berkshire Eagle for the
10 years (1995-2005) during
which time the flagship newspaper of the Berkshires passed

from local family ownership
to being owned by MediaNews Group, a national media
company based in Denver,
and then sold again to an
outfit, Digital First, that vowed
to replace print with online
content. Now things have
come full circle, with the Eagle
returning to local ownership.
A graduate of Amherst
College, Scribner is an author,
journalist, photographer. His
short stories have appeared in
literary journals; his photographs have been exhibited
at the International Center
for Photography in New York
City; his essays, reports and
profiles appeared in Time and
Life magazines, the Pacific
Sun in San Rafael, California,
and in regional magazines,
including Yankee Magazine,
and on WFCR, New England
Public Radio. He has been an
editor in chief and reporter for
daily newspapers, including
The Berkshire Eagle in Pittsfield, The Middletown Press
in Middletown, CT, and the
Berkshire Record in Great
Barrington. His play “Invasive
Species,” was written for the
New Stage Performing Arts

David Scribner
Center in Pittsfield in 2011
and produced at the Berkshire
Theatre Festival’s Unicorn
Theatre, under the direction of
Nicki Wilson, founder of New
Stage.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation
of the Berkshires / Connecting
With Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Thursday, January
19 at 10:45 a.m., followed by
lunch (see page 18).

www.jewishberkshires.org

Film – Gentleman’s
Agreement, Hollywood’s
First Drama about AntiSemitism, December 26
On Monday, December
26 at 10:45 a.m., the Jewish
Federation of the Berkshires
will screen the cinema classic
about anti-Semitism, Gentleman’s Agreement. This free
program at Knesset Israel, 16
Colt Road in Pittsfield is part
of the Federation’s Connecting
With Community series.
In this 1947 film, Gregory Peck plays a star reporter
who poses as a Jew to uncover anti-Semitism in a tony
Connecticut suburb. The film
explores a depth of anti-Semitism that today’s younger generations might not know existed so widely in the U.S. for
so long. Legendary producer
Darryl Zanuck – one of the few
studio heads of the time who
was not Jewish – made the
film after he was denied entry
to a country club because they
thought he was a Jew. Jewish
heads of other studios tried
to get Zanuck to drop the film
for fear of it prompting further
anti-Semitism. Instead, it won
three Oscars, including best
picture and best director, and
was nominated for another
five.

The film will be screened
in two parts, before and after
lunch, and will conclude by
1:45 p.m.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation
of the Berkshires / Connecting
With Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Monday, December 26 at 10:45 a.m., followed
by lunch (see page 18).
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Your Federation Presents
Federation Welcomes Susan Dawdy as Its New Social Worker
says she draws upon Cognitive
Behavioral Therapy, Dialectical Behavioral Skill Development, Motivational Interviewing, Narrative Re-Membering
Practices, and the stages of
grief to help people integrate
and metabolize life experiences, and accept and live in
current time.
“I am interested in transitions,” she adds, “and provide
life support to people making
transitions in creative, elegant, and accepting ways.
Making transitions is a skill in
and of itself.” She understands
that many of her clients in
the Jewish community will
be seniors, many of whom
might be in the midst of life
changes that are necessary,
but perhaps undesired and
unsettling. She says the keys
to success during times of
change are as follows: “Get
the score. Make your peace.

Everyone has a Story –
Learn to Tell Yours with
Modern Memoirs Publishing’s Founder
On consecutive Mondays,
January 23 and January 30,
at 10:45 a.m., the Jewish
Federation of the Berkshires
welcomes Kitty Axelson-Berry,
president of Modern Memoirs
Publishing, Inc. She’ll share
tips on how to organize and
create a memoir of your own
life experiences. This free program at Knesset Israel, 16 Colt
Road in Pittsfield is part of the
Federation’s Connecting With
Community series.
Axelson-Berry will share a
plethora of practical tips and
real stories about writing and
self-publishing memoirs. At
the very least, she will help attendees create a game plan. At
the most, she can help bring
that memoir to fruition. This
special two-session program
will be divided as follows.
“Session 1: At the Beginning”
You’ll learn:
• How it feels to write a
memoir
• How memoirs are organized (vignettes with/
without transitions;
chronological; thematic)
• How memoirs are developed (outline first or
stream of consciousness
or combination)
• How memoirs are written
(by the narrator or astold-to).
“Session 2: Going Deeper”
Topics covered will be:

Kitty Axelson-Berry
• How it feels to revise
the content of your own
memoir
• How memoirs are processed (copy edit, design,
format, print/bind)
• How it feels to self-publish
your own memoir.
Kitty Axelson-Berry is president of Modern Memoirs Publishing, Inc., a writing, editing,
and publishing service specializing in memoirs and family
histories that she founded in
1994. She also founded the
Association of Personal Historians (1995) and is an active
member of the Jewish Community of Amherst.

IF YOU GO
Sponsor: Jewish Federation
of the Berkshires / Connecting
With Community
Venue: Knesset Israel
Date & Time: Mondays, January
23 & 30 at 10:45 a.m., followed
by lunch (see page 18).

Move on. But don’t neglect to
harvest your joy.”
Dawdy obtained her master’s degree from Smith College
School for Social Work in 1999,
and has worked mainly in community programs and institutional settings. She cites as a
recent success a project with
the Berkshire Children and
Families agency in Pittsfield,
where she provided support to
a senior population of grandparents and great-grandparents tasked with raising their
grandchildren. In taking on the
role of social worker for this
Federation, she says she is
excited to be working in a traditional social work capacity.

A native of New Jersey,
Dawdy is from a Jewish family
involved in the baking trade,
her grandfather once serving
as head of the state’s bakers’
union. She says she never had
a Jewish education, though
in their retirement her parents improbably founded a
synagogue in Freeport, the
Bahamas. She has four grown
children, and is a member of
The Abode of the Message, a
universalist Sufi community in
New Lebanon.
Dawdy explains that because she herself is approaching the years of maturity,
she is “interested in what the
people I work with will teach

Susan Dawdy
me about how to make the
changes I will have to make.
Change is such a big part of
life, despite how much we all
invest in continuity.”

Who was Festus Campbell? Find Out at a
Special MLK Day Presentation, January 12

The speaker will
On Thursday, January
describe how his
12 at 10:45 a.m., the Jewish
investigation into
Federation of the Berkshires
local history made
invites you to join author
some surprising
Bernard A. Drew, who will
discoveries – with
share the historic story of an
the help of his
African American who lived
daughter, Jessie
and owned businesses in PittsM. Drew, who
field in the 19th century. The
coincidentally
talk commemorates Martin
lives in Olympia.
Luther King Day and is titled
Bernard A.
“Festus Campbell – 2960 miles
Drew is senior
and 42 steps.” This free proassociate editor
gram at Knesset Israel, 16 Colt
of The Lakeville
Road in Pittsfield is part of the
Journal newsFederation’s Connecting With
papers in SalisCommunity series.
bury, CT. He
A Berkshire man of Afrihas written 500
can descent, Festus Campbell
Our Berkshires
(1822-1910) ran restaurants at
columns for The
Pittsfield’s train station and on
Berkshire Eagle
North Street in the 1870s. He
in Pittsfield. He
also operated Innisfallen Green
has published 50
Houses on Francis Avenue.
books, more than
Campbell came to Pittsfield
half of them Berkin 1849 as a runaway slave,
shire histories.
entered the employ of Dr. RobBernard A. Drew and Jessie M. Drew visit
His most recent
ert Campbell, and traveled to
Festus Campbell’s and Mary Jane Quincy’s
book is Literary
Europe and the Holy Land as a
grave in the Masonic Cemetery on the
Luminaries of the
valet in the company of Judge
Olympia/Tumwater border in Washington.
Berkshires
(HisThomas D. Colt, George P.
Barbara Greenfeld
Please respond by
_________________
Proof
of ad He
for: became
_________________________________________
tory Press). His next one, East
Briggs and
others.
Rock Is Falling, is scheduled
fluent in Italian and French.
IF YOU GO
BJV May 2016
to: (Tel) 413/ 528-0328 (Fax) 413/ 528-0328
Publication:
____________________________________________
to come out next year. The
Well-liked
and often
menSponsor: Jewish Federation
speaker and his wife, Donna,
tioned in the press, Campbell
of the Berkshires / Connecting
barbeg333@aol.com
live in Great Barrington.
was not Send
a good
to:businessman.
_______________________________________________
Changes req’d. & new proof
With❏Community
He and his common-law wife,
Venue: Knesset Israel
Mary Jane
(18291
No.Quincy
of pages
(inc. cover): ________________________________
❏ Approved as is. ❏ Approved with corre
Date & Time: Thursday, January
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– only to reappear in Olympia,
WA, where he again worked as
a cook and gardener and became an ordained Baptist minister. “Festus Campbell,” says
Bernard Drew, “is a shining
example of a Berkshire man of
strong faith who owned land,
who created business opportunities, who was determined
to thrive on his own terms
The Mews, by the Red Lion Inn Courtyard
in the late 19th century.”
PHOTO BY DONNA DREW

Judy Usow, president of
the Jewish Federation of the
Berkshires, recently announced that Susan Dawdy,
MSW, LICSW, of New Lebanon
has been hired to fill the parttime position of social worker.
Dawdy’s services are contracted by the Federation on behalf
of the Berkshire Jewish community through Jewish Family
Service of Western Massachusetts in Springfield.
“We are happy to welcome
Susan as she starts working
with our Federation community,” said Usow, “and look
forward to a future filled with
much success.”
In her years as a licensed
clinical social worker, Dawdy
has worked on, supervised,
and initiated programs supporting family members of all
ages – elders, adults, children,
and adolescents. Using the
ground of mindfulness, she

Israeli
Jewelry

Stockbridge, MA
413-298-4436

New Home? Second Home?
Retirement Home?
Let me show you…

The Berkshires

Barbara
K. Greenfeld
ABR, C-CREC, CRS, GREEN, RSPS, SRES
Broker Associate • Lic. in MA & NY

413-441-5986
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Roberts & Associates
Realty, inc.
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Jewish Community Celebrates Contribution of
Roger Williams
PITTSFIELD – On November 17, the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires wished Roger Williams a happy and
healthy retirement at a pre-Thanksgiving turkey luncheon in the Knesset Israel social hall. Roger was a fixture of
the Jewish community for nearly 30 years, providing building maintenance at the old JCC building on East Street,
and later working at the Federation’s South Street offices and for the kosher hot lunch program. He was also recognized for his work at Knesset Israel by the synagogue’s president, Len Schiller. Federation president Judy Usow
presented Roger with a plaque commemorating his service, and other community members shared memories and
warm wishes.

Federation president Judy Usow with Roger
Williams

Federation executive director Dara Kaufman addresses the crowd at the retirement luncheon

Rhoda Kaminstein, the former Federation executive
director who first hired Roger, thanks him for his years
of good work

Holiday Catering & Gift Cards Available

One Bite of our Famous
Potato Latkes... You’ll Know
It’s Time to Celebrate Chanukah,
the Festival of Lights!

As my parents planted for me before I was born, so do I plant for those who come after me. – Talmud
Thank you to these individuals who through their gift to the Legacy Circle will ensure that
the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires thrives long into the future. May your name be a
Blessing, and may the example you set inspire others to create their own Jewish Legacy.

Anonymous (9)
Ed Abrahams
Norman Avnet
Barbara Bashevkin
Robert Bashevkin
Linda J. L. Becker
Robert Berend
Shelley Berend
Helene Berke

Lawrence Berke
Lee & Sydelle Blatt
Betty Braun, of blessed memory
Cipora Brown
Barbara Cohen
Mark Cohen
Mimi Cohen
C. Jeffrey & Judith Cook
Gerry & Lynn Denmark
Jonathan & Lara Denmark
Sheila K. Donath
Melva Eidelberg
Monroe England, in memory of
Monroe B. & Isabel England
Dr. Armand V. Feigenbaum,
of blessed memory
Dr. Donald S. Feigenbaum,
of blessed memory
Steven Feiner
Diana & Stanley Feld

Stuart M. Fischman
Lynn & William Foggle
Elaine Friedman
Eiran Gazit
Jeffrey Goldwasser &
Jonquil Wolfson
Jordan & Laura Green
Harold Grinspoon
Ellen Heffan
Ed Jaffe, of blessed memory
Elihu Katzman
Marilyn Katzman
Dara Kaufman
Howard & Nancy Kaufman
Lawrence Klein
Sarah Klein
Arthur Kriger, of blessed
memory
Fred & Brenda Landes
Beth Laster-Nathan

Andrew S. Levine
Toby H. Levine
Erna Lindner-Gilbert
Amy Lindner-Lesser
Helen Maislen
Ellen Masters
Stuart Masters
Estelle Miller
Robert Newman,
of blessed memory
Ken & Fran Rubenstein
Stella Schecter
Arlene D. Schiff
Gary Schiff
Stephen & Deborah Schreier
Martin Silver
Sylvia Silverberg, in memory of
Jerome Silverberg
Richard A. Simons & Marcie
Greenfield Simons

Mark & Elisa Snowise
Harold Sparr, of blessed memory
Lisa Fletcher-Udel
Edward Udel
Michael & Joan Ury
Mark & Judy Usow
Henry & Beate Voremberg,
of blessed memory
Alexandra Warshaw
Florence Wineberg,
of blessed memory
Rabbi Deborah Zecher &
Rabbi Dennis Ross
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Federation Family Fun
Still “Raven” about exhibit of
Pacific Coast Native American art

Fans of Sarah Aroeste turn out in droves
for Hevreh concert

Families from across the Berkshires joined the Jewish Federation of the
Berkshires and PJ Library at the Berkshire Museum on October 16 to find out
more about the Pacific Coast Native American artifacts on view in “Finding
Raven.” Nearly 50 children, parents, and grandparents learned more about the
stories behind the art, and different things Native American culture has in common with Jewish values and practices. The kids also enjoyed hands-on activities such as building their own totem poles.

More than 100 people turned
out on October 23 for a family concert featuring the modern Ladino
kid’s music of Sarah Aroeste, an
event co-sponsored by the Jewish
Federation of the Berkshires, PJ
Library, and Hevreh of Southern
Berkshire.

Federation Supermarket Sweepers Do a Mitzvah
Thank you to the many kids, teens, and parents
who participated in our Supermarket Sweeps, which
took place simultaneously November 6 at the Big Y in
Great Barrington and Price Chopper in Lenox. After all
the riddles were solved and the correct food items were
“swept’ off the shelves, more than 300 much-needed
items were donated to the People’s Pantry in Great
Barrington and the Lee Food Pantry. The event was
sponsored by the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
and PJ Library with free pizza provided by both supermarkets.

Jared Senzel delivering 32 bags of food to
the Lee Food Pantry

68 Main Street
Lee, Massachusetts 01238

Telephone: (413) 243-0242
www.bensinlee.com
bensinlee@gmail.com

Supermarket sweepers at the Price Chopper in Lenox
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LOCAL NEWS

Annual Family Chanukah Festival at the
Luminescence in Lenox to
Berkshire Mall Takes Place on December 26 Brighten the Berkshires on
Chanukah’s First Night
LANESBOROUGH – A
family-friendly Chanukah
celebration, highlighted by
a public menorah kindling
of the holiday’s 3rd candle,
will take place on Monday,
December 26 at 4 p.m. at
the Berkshire Mall. Community leaders will attend
the ceremony and assist in
kindling the giant “Menorah
of Freedom.”
The free program,
co-sponsored by Chabad of
the Berkshires, the Harold
Grinspoon Foundation,
Haddad Dealerships of the
Berkshires, and the Wasserman-Streit Y’DIYAH
Memorial Fund, is open to
the public, and will include
live music, face painting,
“Motion Man” Jody Scalise
dancing, hot potato latkes,
donuts, chocolate Chanukah coins, a grand raffle,
is a holiday that enriches our
and dreidels.
lives with the light of tradiMime/Circus/Illusion/
tion,” said Rabbi Levi Volovik,
Comedian Jody Scalise – aka,
co-director of Chabad of the
“The Motion Man” – will enterBerkshires. “In ancient times
tain with giant bubbles, a ten
our ancestors rededicated the
foot toilet plunger, step ladTemple in Jerusalem with the
ders, juggling balls, juggling
Menorah. Today, we rededicate
eyeballs, a rubbery face, jugourselves to making this world
gling clubs, a rolla bola, invisa better and brighter place.”
ible stairs/escalator/elevator,
“The Festival of Lights
physical gyrations, malleable
brings back fond memories of
dancing, step ladders, gibberchildhood and serves to renew
ish, a ukulele, impish sleight
a sense of identity,” Volovik
of hand, spinning plates, 12
adds. “The Chanukah lights
foot streamers, a parasol, a
provide warmth, joy, strength
floating hat, things that float
and inspiration, which we
over the audience, and inspihope to share with the entire
rational improvisation.
community.”
Chanukah, a celebration
For more information, visit
of freedom, is highlighted by
www.Jewishberkshires.com or
the kindling of the menorah
call (413) 499-9899.
each night of the holiday. “It

Rabbi Volovik with the
Menorah of Freedom

LENOX – A Chanukah celebration on the first night of the
holiday will take place on Saturday, December 24 at 6 p.m.
at the Gateways Inn. The free
program, co-sponsored by
Chabad of the Berkshires,
Haddad Dealerships of the
Berkshires, and the Gateways
Inn, is open to the public and
will include Havdalah, live music, dancing, hot potato latkes,
donuts, chocolate Chanukah
coins, and dreidels.
Chanukah, a celebration
of freedom, is highlighted by
the kindling of the menorah
each night of the holiday. “By
coming together and lighting
the Menorah, which has eight
branches out of one shaft,”
said Levi Volovok, co-director of Chabad, “we want to
emphasize the fundamental
unity and goodness, which is
inherent in the world.

“Many people light the
menorah in their home. We
assemble outside in the public
to light the menorah to tell all
people that the lesson of Chanukah is universal.”
In its Chanukah outreach
campaign, Chabad of the
Berkshires joins thousands
of Chabad centers across the
globe that are staging similar
public displays of the menorah
and its symbolic lights. From
Australia to Africa, Columbia
to Hong Kong, New York City’s
Ground Zero to the White
House lawn, hundreds of
thousands will experience the
joy of Chanukah 5777 with
Chabad.
The Gateways Inn is located at 51 Walker Street in
downtown Lenox. For more
information, visit www.
Jewishberkshires.com or call
(413) 499-9899.

South County Hevra Kadisha (Jewish Burial
Society) Seeks Volunteers
By Ed Abrahams
GREAT BARRINGTON – I told my 14 year old
daughter I would be leaving the house at 2 a.m.
to sit vigil with a body at Finnerty and Stevens
Funeral Home. Her response: “Ewwww.” When
I told her it wasn’t creepy she said, “Sitting
alone in a deserted funeral home in the middle
of the night with a dead body is the definition of
creepy.” She’s funny, but she’s wrong. It’s holy
in a way you have to experience to understand.
My late wife Shelley had wanted a traditional Jewish funeral but at the time there was
nothing like that available. We were able to pull
together a sh’mira (a vigil with
the body) but the tahara (ritual
cleansing) wasn’t available.
And the work of finding friends
to sit with her body overnight
fell on bereaved family members.
Rabba Kaya SternKaufman, the founder of
Rimon who now serves Congregation Agudat Achim in
Leominster, started Great
Barrington’s all-volunteer
hevra kadisha (Jewish burial
society) four years ago so that
this option would be available
to any Jewish family in the
area. As of this summer, the
South County hevra kadisha
has been sustained by the
Hevreh community, and is still
supported and available to the
broader Jewish community.
It continues to be completely
volunteer-led, and Rabbi Neil
Hirsch is now serving as the
group’s rabbinic guide. As we
continue, all local Jewish clergy and both funeral homes in
Great Barrington work together
to make sure that bereaved
families know this service is
available when death occurs.

The hevra kadisha is always seeking additional volunteers. Because of the short time
between death and burial, we need a large pool
of volunteers to draw from. Volunteering for
the hevra kadisha doesn’t mean committing to
a set number of hours. When you sign up to
volunteer, we will ask you what days, times or
time of year you are generally available. You will
be trained and your name will be put on a list
of people who will be contacted when a death
occurs. If you can help, great. If you can’t make
it that day, that’s okay, too.
There are two tasks for which we need volunteers:
Sh’mira (the vigil): From the time the
body is prepared and placed in the coffin, until
the funeral begins, Jewish tradition demands
a loving presence with the body. Volunteers
(and often family members) volunteer for two
hour shifts in the funeral home, sitting with
the body. Sh’mira volunteers read Psalms, sing
nigunim, or just sit silently. Volunteers are most
needed for the late night and early morning
hours (no, it isn’t creepy at 2 a.m.), but we can
always use more volunteers for any shift.
Tahara (preparing the body): Teams of
three or four people wash the meit (body), dress
it in a shroud, and place it in the coffin. It takes
about an hour. Men handle men’s bodies and
women handle women’s bodies. We need more
men and women, but the men’s team is particularly short staffed.
Please don’t be afraid of participating in
the tahara. I will admit that I have to prepare
myself when I walk in the room no matter how
many times I do it, but in the end, when we are
finished and the team hugs each other and says
goodbye, it is the most holy thing I have ever
done.
If you want to volunteer, if you want more
information, or just want to explore the idea, I
would be happy to talk with you. Please call me
at (413) 528-4305 or email ed_abrahams@prodigy.net. You can also visit http://www.berkshirehevrakadisha.org for more information.
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INCLUDES A CALENDAR OF PROGRAMS AND EVENTS
SPONSORED BY THE BERKSHIRE JEWISH COMMUNITY
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General Ass
GA 2016, continued from page 1
Journeys Start Here,” which
seemed to signal that the confab would be more about the
personal Jewish journeys of
the roughly 3,000 Federation
professionals, volunteers, and
supporters in attendance.
The Jewish Federation of
the Berkshires delegation this
year included: Dara Kaufman,
executive director; Judy Usow,
president; Jen Sacon, vice
president; board of directors
members Jane Glaser, Stuart
Masters, and Anne Schnesel;
and Super Sunday chair Ellen
Masters.
There were two fewer
plenary sessions, no TED
Talks-style presentations,
and only two true superstar
guests, Rabbi Lord Jonathan
Sacks and Supreme Court
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg.

Jewish Journeys Begin in an

The schedule was instead
filled with more workshops
and breakout sessions about
aspects of Federation’s nuts
and bolts work, including
an engaging new discussion
format that featured sessions
on “Performing Jewish,” “Narrating Jewish,” “Reimagining
Jewish,” “Eating Jewish,” and
more. The refocused attention
on workshops was another
sign that this GA was going to
be less about listening to others, but rather about getting
attendees to speak to one another about practical matters
of shared concern.
This was an interesting,
and perhaps necessary, choice
on the part of JFNA leadership. About the 2015 GA, I
observed in this paper that
“JFNA was responding to the

At the closing plenary, two students—one Muslim, one Jewish—
share how a Federation-supported school in their native Morocco
helped their friendship bloom

often bitter disagreements
over the Iran nuclear deal that
bitterly divided members of
Jewish communities…[and]
also trying to figure out what
the passions and priorities
exposed by the disputes might
mean for the organization in
both the short and long term.”
In 2015, the Iran deal was still
a raw wound for many in the
room, and one speaker after
another spoke about the need
for a restoration of civility
within the Jewish community.
This year, however, an even
more monumental political
development hung over the
GA, namely the presidential
election that had been decided
five days earlier. Polls showed
that roughly 70 percent of
Jewish voters cast their ballots for Hillary Clinton, and
that Orthodox and socially
conservative Jews composed
a significant portion of the
minority who voted otherwise.
What was clear from talking
to fellow attendees was that
the voter breakdown at the GA
skewed much higher toward
the Democratic Party than did
the Jewish national average.
Given that participants at
the GA tend to be informed
and engaged citizens with an
activist bent, emotions about
the election – and its implications for the American Jewish
community and Israel – ran
the gamut from somber to
unsettled to outraged.
It isn’t hard to imagine how
a Clinton victory might have
galvanized the gathered, by
itself doing much to patch over
some of the differences exposed

Tesema Samuel, who made aliyah from Ethiopia 25 years ago
as part of Operation Solomon, tells the story of his success as an
IDF officer and college graduate, supported by Federation and the
Ethiopian National Project
by the Iran deal controversy of
2015. Instead, Clinton’s unexpected loss was a shared blow,
and it is not too strong to say
that the majority of delegates
at the GA were at some level
reeling from it.

Day One – Waste Not a
Crisis
There is a Press Stage
customarily set up in the GA
exhibition hall that features
newsmaker interviews and
informal symposia of members
of the press, authors, diplomats, think tank machers, and
other assorted mavens. They
all speak beneath a Federation
logo that reads: “The GA –
Experts Weigh In Here.” Listening to the wise men and
women weighing in about

Trump’s unimagined, unimaginable victory and the political
ascendency of the GOP nationwide – many of the pundits
delivering mea culpas about
how wrong their analyses had
been – it was clear that there
are no longer any Experts,
only “Experts.”
To address the opening plenary, the JFNA wisely tabbed
Rabbi Sacks, whose expert
qualifications to speak about
both the Jewish world view
and the world’s view of the
Jews are unimpeachable. Rabbi Sacks stressed how in crisis
there is opportunity, and used
this idea to develop a rousing
theme of unity. “We are the
world’s contrarians,” he said.
“Everyone’s going that way,
we’re going the other way. So

Berkshires General Assembly Att

The Jewish Federation of the Berkshires was well-represented at the 2016 JFNA General A
Ellen Masters, 2016 Super Sunday chair and Federation
stalwart: My favorite part was actually after the main GA ended,
the 8-hour seminar “FedEngage: A Think Tank on Engagement.”
[Husband] Stuart and I – we were the oldest people in the room
– sat in on small groups and
listened to young people’s Jewish ideas, on the reasons why
they participate in their Jewish
communities and why they
don’t. I was also thrilled to see
Manaham Al-Dhahari, a refugee from Yemen brought to the
US by Federation who is now
studying at Yeshiva University.
He’s a distant relative of the
Dahari family in our own community – my students! – which
made me appreciate once again
how small the Jewish world
can be and how interconnected
we all are.
Jen Sacon, vice president on the Federation executive
board – To begin with, there was that special, intangible feeling of connection. It had been a long time since I’d been in an
environment surrounded by so many passionate Jews, and it
brought me back – personally and spiritually – to other times
in my life when the Jewish connection was strong. I now have a
better understanding of breadth and depth of Federation work,
primarily abroad, of building Jewish community. I saw how our
dollars are making that happen, and can put faces and names
to where dollars going. Also impactful was hearing Rabbi Sacks
speak so soon after an election that left us in a more fractured
environment than we are used to. His message of living our
values, however we can, made me think of ways I can go forward
and make a small difference, despite all big things going on that
seem out of my control.
Judy Usow, president of the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires – I was most engaged by a breakout session called “It’s
Complicated: Challenges and Opportunities in Jewish-African

American Relations.” The three panelists were all
African-American, and two were charming Jewish
women who talked about their experiences fitting in.
But what really struck me was their response to a
young questioner who asked
how he could approach people influenced by Black Lives
Matter who may be anti-Israel.
The panelists answered that
the key to success would not
be to try to get them to accept
a pro-Israel point of view at the
start, but rather to listen first,
befriend the person, and let an
understanding of a pro-Israel
stance emerge out of the perEllen with Knesset member Rony Akale
sonal relationship that develops. I immediately recognized
how this approach could be helpful in our
efforts to build bridges in this community
with groups who may have
political differences with us
regarding Israel.

With Natan Sharansky

Jane Glaser, Federation
board member – What I think
people don’t really understand
is the width and breadth of
what the Jewish world does
around the world. It’s only
when you get a chance to see
3,000 diversified Jews brought
together at a GA and learn
about the impact they are
having, and not only in the
Jewish world, that you really
get a sense of it. You can’t
help but be impressed by the
caring emanating from these
individuals and the groups
they work with.
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sembly 2016
Uncertain Election Aftermath

“This partnership between us – between Israel and the United
States – was always of the highest importance to my father,”
Chemi Peres, son of Shimon Peres, told the GA. “He, who
worked with 11 presidents, saw America as a nation who rose
to greatness by giving and not by taking, and whose support of
Israel is unparalleled.” He reminded the GA of an anecdote about
John Kennedy’s asking David Ben-Gurion how he could be a good
president for the state of Israel. Replied the Israeli leader: “Be a
good president for the United States.”
let me make a simple suggestion. You know as well as I do,
that when the world is united,
Jews are divided, right? Now
the world is divided, let’s us do
the opposite thing and show
that we are united.
“And I want to tell you, it
begins here in JFNA because
you are the group who welcome every Jew, who respect
every Jew, who honor every
Jew, and let it start from

here.” (You can read the
speech in its entirety starting
on page 2.)
The rabbi’s remarks were
preceded by those of GA cochairs Cynthia and David
Shapira. Many GA speakers
express the need for unity,
often appealing to “Jewish
feeling” and “Jewish values.”
The Shapiras’ message stood
out, however, in its focus on a
concrete value I’d rarely heard

emphasized at past GAs – the
importance of Jewish ritual.
David Shapira told the crowd
how his own Jewish journey
took off after he turned 50
years old, and had made his
mark as the CEO of large Midwestern supermarket chain.
The change, he said, was
started to address a “sense of
discomfort. I wasn’t answering
the question of what is the
meaning of life.”
He started studying Jewish
texts with an Orthodox rabbi,
but found that the most powerful engine of his journey was
the incorporation of ritual into
his daily life. “If we are going
to have Jewish continuity, I
think it is important for Jews
to understand what being
Jewish is,” Shapira said. “And
part of that is the ritual that is
associated with Judaism. The
ritual and the cultural and social aspects of Judaism along
with learning are what make
us what we are.”

Day Two – Youthful Energy,
Mature Sagacity
The second day plenary
featured perhaps the most
energizing moment of the GA,
when Natan Sharansky joined
hundreds of the Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI) shlichim
(Israeli emissaries) onstage.
It was the first time all the
shlichim working in the United
States had gathered in one
place, and served as a reminder that the work of JFNA not
only involves exporting funds
and support internationally to
Jews who need it, but import-

ing Israeli energy and ideas
into to our communities, as
well.
Ruth Bader Ginsberg – “The
Notorious RBG” – was greeted
like a rock star. A feminist,
liberal, and Jewish icon, the

Donald Trump’s election will
have on the Supreme Court,
which now has one seat vacant: “President Trump will
fill it, then perhaps Congress
will do some work.” No matter
where one stood politically, it
was certainly sobering
to hear so vociferous a
critic of Trump speak
so resignedly, given the
stakes and the inevitability of further political tumult when that
nomination is made.
What’s more, the
83-year-old justice
looked quite frail, and
her responses did not
always track smoothly with interviewer
Kenneth Feinberg’s
friendly questions. As
the Washington Post
accurately observed,
the crowd “cheered
loudest for [Feinberg’s]
opening and closing
remarks. ‘May you live
a thousand years,’ he
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg – “The
said in welcoming her,
Notorious RBG” – felt the love at the
and he sent her off
GA, and shared thoughts on the
with, ‘May she conSupreme Court’s future and details of
tinue in good health.’”
her Jewish journey from Brooklyn to
In a different political
the nation’s highest court. Here she
climate, Feinberg’s
takes time out to read her PJ Library
good wishes might have
biography I Dissent.
seemed innocuous; five
days after this election,
Supreme Court’s first Jewish
however, they were laden with
unmistakable political overfemale justice gave the delegates a chance to exult over
tones.
one of their heroes. I couldn’t
Day 3 – Federation’s Reach,
help noticing, however, that
in some ways she also left us
Bibi Speaks
even more unsettled. For one,
The final plenary session
there was her widely reported
provided, for me at least, the
on statement about the effect
GA 2016, continued on page 16

tendees Share Their Impressions

Assembly — here are some of local participants’ thoughts and impressions about the event
Albert Stern, BJV Editor – The highlight for me was
catching up with my old friend Ron Dermer, the Israeli
ambassador to the US – we are so proud of him. But a
surprise for me was hearing speaker Tesema Samuel give
a shout out to Ben Genet for his work with Ethiopian
Jews. We grew up on the same block in Miami Beach. So
I had two of those “small Jewish world” moments that
always seem to happen at the GA – great to see members
of, as Ronnie put it, “the Miami Beach Mafia” doing well
and doing good.

The Berkshire delegation with Valentina Khomenko, the Israel
Fellow at UMASS Hillel (one of the shlichim through the Jewish
Agency for Israel), who shared how our local funding is used
to enrich Jewish life and support students understanding and
advocacy for Israel on campus. From left: Jen Sacon, Judy
Usow, Jane Glaser, Anne Schnesel, Valentina Khomenko, Dara
Kaufman, Ellen Masters, and Stuart Masters

Listening to medical student David Marshasha explaining how
the Ethiopian National Project, one of the worthy groups our
Federation supports, transformed his life

Anne Schnesel, Federation board member – Political
events overshadowed the GA, but in a way that was very
positive – people on all sides got their chance to speak.
But it was also about how national events effect FederaEllen Masters with TV personality
tion. At one of the breakout sessions about overseas proAndy Cohen
grams, I met a young woman from BBYO working overseas in Estonia whom my granddaughter (Lauren Keats, recently International N’siah [teen president] of BBYO
International) had
stayed with. I saw
the importance of
these missions, so
that young people
in America who
might live in Jewish enclaves can
get out of their cocoons and see how
different others’
Jewish live can be.
It was great being
in an environment
where everyone
had the same Jewish focus, shared
similar beliefs, and
all wanted to be
The Berkshire delegation, joined by Arlene Schiff, National Director of the LIFE
there.
& LEGACY program for the Harold Grinspoon Foundation (far left) and, at
right, Rabbi Jan Kaufman
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GA 2016, continued from page 15
most satisfying moments of
the GA. Manaham Al-Dhahari,
rescued as a child from Yemen
and now a student at Yeshiva
University, spoke movingly
about his recent reunion with
his mother and other family
members he had not seen for
close to a decade. A short film
about Maimonides Day School
in Casablanca, Morocco,
showed Jewish and Muslim
students attending a Federation-supported school, which
attracts students from both
faiths because of its academic excellence. Two students,
Olivia Elmaleh (Jewish) and
Meryem El Khadir Essalaoui
(Muslim), were utterly charming as they shared what it
was like to learn together and
build mutually respectful

friendships in a part of the
world that does not seem to
be conducive to either pursuit.
The crowd cheered as the girls
hugged, a small gesture for
a Jew and a Muslim to have
taken, but also a powerful
one that embodied the deepest hopes of the people in the
room. What can I say? It was
nice.
Also speaking on the last
day was Tesema Samuel, who
was born in the small village
of Gendwa-Gabriel in Ethiopia.
In 1991, at the age of 9, he
made aliyah with his family
during Operation Solomon,
their transition helped by the
Ethiopian National Project,
one of the worthy organizations our local Federation
supports. He served in the

elite Golani Brigade of the IDF,
and in 2012, with help from a
scholarship from the Jewish
Federation of Broward County,
graduated from IDC Herzliya
with a bachelor’s in government and diplomacy.
One of his reminiscences
stood out for me as especially
meaningful. Talking about the
culture shock he experienced
upon his resettlement in Israel, Samuel said that for the
first time, “I learned we were
poor.” In Ethiopia, everyone in
his village had lived in more
or less the same manner, and
he had no way of knowing
about the differences of living
standards within a modern
society, even in a democratic,
socially progressive state such
as Israel.

In part, his
reminiscence
moved me because it connected me with a
child’s experience
of awakening
to sometimes
harsh realities
about the world
and one’s place
in it. But it also
connected me to
an experience I’ve
had over again as
I’ve become more
involved with the
Federation movement, which can
be summed up
by: “I learned we
were…”
The five plus
years I’ve volunteered and worked
for the Federation
have transformed
my view of Jewish
peoplehood. My
Arlene Schiff, left, and Ellen Masters with
idea of Jewish
PJ Library books
life was narrower
than I realized,
our own welfare. Like young
and at every GA I attend, I
Tesema Samuel apprehending
learn we are, as a people, so
the largeness and complexity
much more than I can imagof the world, I come away from
ine. I learn more about the
each GA humbled, feeling like
amazing infrastructure of care
I should and could be doing
that the Jewish people has
more. But after listening to the
created through Federation,
presenters speak – the leadwhich supports our shared
ers, the people working in the
aspirations, protects our
interests, and looks out for
GA 2016, continued on page 17

Jewish Federation of the Berkshires’
2016 Annual Campaign
GOAL $790,000
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DOING YOUR ANNUAL
EXTRAORDINARY IMPACT CAMPAIGN
THINGS

IS REAL 2016

STOREWIDE SALE - 50% OFF EVERYTHING THROUGH DECEMBER 31

CASABLANCA
21 Housatonic St. Lenox, MA

Clothing and Accessories for Women and Men 413.637.2680

60% OFF EVERYTHING DURING THE MONTH OF JANUARY
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BERKSHIRE JEWISH CONGREGATIONS & ORGANIZATIONS
Berkshire Hills Hadassah
P.O. Box 187, Pittsfield, MA
(413) 443-4386,
Berkshirehillshadassah@gmail.com

Israel Philatelist Society
c/o Rabbi Harold Salzmann
24 Ann Dr., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 442-4312

B’nai B’rith Lodge, No. 326

Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
196 South St., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 442-4360 jewishberkshires.org

Chabad of the Berkshires
450 South St., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 499-9899,
jewishberkshires.com
Check website for service times and
locations.

Welcome to the
Jewish Berkshires
Everyone is welcome to attend
services and events at any of the
organizations listed here.
Please call the organizations
directly to confirm service times
or to inquire about membership.

Congregation Ahavath Sholom
Reconstructionist
North St., Great Barrington, MA
(413) 528-4197, ahavathsholom.com
Services: Fridays at 5:30 p.m.,
Saturdays at 10 a.m.
Call to confirm services

Learn more about our Jewish
community and find great
events on the community
calendar at:
JEWISHBERKSHIRES.ORG
________________________
Berkshire Minyan
Lay-led egalitarian minyan
held at Hevreh of Southern
Berkshire, 270 State Rd.,
Great Barrington, MA
(413) 229-3618, berkshireminyan.org
Services: Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

Congregation Beth Israel
Reform
53 Lois St., North Adams, MA
(413) 663-5830, cbiweb.org
Services: Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire
Reform
270 State Rd., Great Barrington, MA
(413) 528-6378, hevreh.org
Services: Fridays 7:30 p.m., except
first Friday of month, 6 p.m.,
Saturdays, Torah Study at 9 a.m.,
services at 10 a.m. Call to confirm.

Jewish War Veterans
Commander Robert Waldheim
(413) 822-4546, sellit4@aol.com
Knesset Israel
Conservative
16 Colt Rd., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 445-4872, knessetisrael.org
Services: Fridays at 5:45 p.m.,
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.
RIMON – A Collaborative
Community for Jewish Spirituality
PO Box 502, Great Barrington, MA
rimonberkshires.org
ellyns@gmail.com
Temple Anshe Amunim
Reform
26 Broad St., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 442-5910, ansheamunim.org
Services: Fridays at 5:30 p.m.,
Saturdays, Torah Study at 9:30 a.m.,
services at 10:45 a.m.

BEYOND THE BERKSHIRES
Congregation Anshe Emeth
Conservative
240 Joslen Blvd., Hudson, NY
(518) 828-6848,
congregationansheemeth.net
Services: Fridays at 7:30 p.m.,
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.
Congregation Beth El
107 Adams St., Bennington, VT
(802) 442-9645, cbevermont.org
Services: Saturdays at 10 a.m.
Nassau Jewish Community
Center & Synagogue
Route 20, Box 670, Nassau, NY
(518) 766-9831
nassausynagogue.org
Services: Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.
Temple Israel of Catskill
Reform
220 Spring St., Catskill, NY
(518) 943-5758,
templeisraelofcatskill.org.
The Chatham Synagogue
Route 28, Box 51, Chatham, NY
(518) 392-0701,
chathamsynagogue.org
Services: Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

GA 2016, continued from page 16

JONATHAN SACKS, continued from page 2

field, the grassroots organizers, the politicians, the big
money donors – I also come
away knowing that they all feel
like they should and could be
doing more. And that’s how
things get done.
The GA concluded with
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu addressing us
via a live feed from Jerusalem.
He responded (by counseling
patience) to the JFNA board of
trustees’ resolution, voted on
the previous evening, to urge
the implementation of a Israeli
government decision to create
an egalitarian prayer space
at the Western Wall. Within
Israel, different factions have
been engaged in bitter argument about the issue, while in
the US, many Jewish communities have rallied to support
the idea of a pluralistic space
at the Kotel that reflects their
own practice of Judaism.
Netanyahu asked that the
issue be allowed to work itself
out internally within Israel
political channels without
outside pressure, a message
that echoed with his public
stance on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in the waning days
of the Obama administration.
“I very much hope that President Obama will continue the
policy that he enunciated,”
Netanyahu said. “The only
way you get a workable and
enduring peace is to have the
parties agree to it. This is what
has happened with our peace
agreements with Egypt and
Jordan. We’ve had convulsions in the Middle East, and
yet these peace treaties hold

when Jews stand together, no
force on Earth can ever prevail
against us.
That is the Jewish challenge in these challenging
times. Number one: let each of
us undertake our own Jewish
journey. Number two: let us
do the Jewish deed and be
proud to be Jews. And number
three: let us remember that we
can change the world the way
Abraham and Sarah changed
the world.
Because if we truly believe
that nefesh echad k’olam
maleh, that one life is like an
entire universe, then all you
have to do is change one life,
and you’ve begun to change

because they were directly
agreed to by the parties. The
reason we’ll object to any such
effort is because it will hard
the Palestinian position, and
because it will harden the Palestinian position, it will push
peace back.”
Netanyahu summed up by
sharing his upcoming travel
schedule, an itinerary that
will take him to such far flung
destinations as West Africa,
Kazakhstan, and Fiji. He said
that despite the perception of
anti-Israel sentiments globally,
many countries are, for the
first time, forging ties with the
Jewish State. These nations
want to tap into Israel’s experience fighting terrorism and its
innovative technology sector,
and so are reaching out in
surprising – and under-publicized – new ways.
And so, Netanyahu’s
words closed the GA on the
contrarian note sounded by
Rabbi Sacks at the opening
plenary session, one that was
pleasantly optimistic after all
the upset and hand-wringing

about the US elections that
had predominated. Though
the political landscape is still
unsettled, with this GA, JFNA
signaled that it would be negotiating the uncertainty with a
renewed focus
on the fundamentals of
the Federation
movement.

the universe the only way we
can, one life at a time, one day
at a time, one act at a time.
So when, out there, there
is despair, let us bring hope.
When out there, there is hurt,
let us heal. And when out
there is division, let us show
that we are enlarged and not
diminished by our differences.
Let us show the world what
it is to stand together and
respect one another.
Therefore, I say this, never
waste a crisis. Never stand
still. Go out there, continue
the Jewish journey, and be a
blessing to the Jewish people,
and to the world.
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Programs take
take place
place Mondays
Mondays and
and Thursdays
Thursdays at
at 10:45
10:45 a.m.
a.m. Lunch
Lunch is
is served
served Mondays,
Monday and
Thursday
Programs
Tuesdays
at 12Thursdays
p.m, through
September 3. Tuesday lunch resumes on September 8.
and
at noon.
Venue: Knesset
KnessetIsrael,
Israel,16
16Colt
ColtRd,
Rd,Pittsfield,
Pittsfield,MA.
MA.
Venue:

Like us on
Facebook:
• Jewish Federation
of the Berkshires
• PJ Library
Berkshire County

DECEMBER
Monday, 19................. 10:15 a.m., “A Matter of Balance”
with community health worker, Denise A. Graves. This is the
7th in an 8 part series in coordination with Prevention and
Wellness Trust Fund and Berkshire Partnership for Health. Note
earlier time. Open only to those who participated in earlier
sessions – all welcome for lunch. Lunch: Sloppy Joes#, corn,
salad, hamburger buns, peaches, and tea.
Tuesday, 20.................. Chicken pot pie#, zucchini rice soup,
rice, pumpernickel bread, tropical fruit salad, and tea.
Thursday, 22............... 10:15 a.m., “A Matter of Balance”
with community health worker, Denise A. Graves. This is the
8th in an 8 part series in coordination with Prevention and
Wellness Trust Fund and Berkshire Partnership for Health. Note
earlier time. Open only to those who participated in earlier
sessions – all welcome for lunch. Lunch: Cheese blintzes,
sour cream & berries, fruit salad, salad, Challah, cookies,
coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.
Monday, 26................. 10:45 a.m., Screening of film, Gentleman’s Agreement starring Gregory Peck. Lunch: Roasted
chicken**#, celery rice soup, oven roasted root vegetables, Italian beans, multi grain bread, tropical fruit salad,
and tea.
Tuesday, 27................. Meat leftovers, salad, chef’s choice
of bread, grapes, and tea.
Thursday, 29............... 10:45 a.m., “The Songs We Cherish”
with musician Joel H. Blumert. Lunch: Brisket**#, chicken
soup, baby carrots, salad, latkes & applesauce, Challah,
brownies, and tea.
JANUARY
Monday, 2................... Closed in observance of New Year’s
Day
Tuesday, 3................... Black bean burgers, cream of celery soup, tomato corn medley, hamburger buns, lemon
pudding, coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.
Thursday, 5................. 10:45 a.m., “Silver Wellness Series
and Nutrition for Seniors” with Thea Basis. Various programs
are planned for every month. Lunch: “Seafood” pasta,
minestrone soup, green beans, salad, multi-grain bread,
bread pudding, coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.
Monday, 9................... 10:45 a.m., “The Process of Aging”
with therapist, Maggie Bittman. Lunch: Meat loaf**#, noodle soup, mashed potatoes, peas, Italian brad, mandarin
oranges, and tea.

Tuesday, 10.................... BBQ chicken**#, salad, sweet potato
fries, broccoli, pumpernickel bread, fruit cocktail, and tea.
Thursday, 12............... 10:45 a.m., MLK Day program “Who
Was Festus Campbell?” with author Bernard Drew. Lunch:
Salmon croquettes**, oven roasted Brussels sprouts,
rice pilaf, cheddar chive scones, coffee, tea, and milk for
coffee.
Monday, 16................. 10:45 a.m., Screening of film Selma,
honoring the work and the life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Film will be shown, 10:45-11:45, break for lunch, finish film
from 12:45-2:00. Lunch: Sesame teriyaki chicken#, egg
drop soup, rice, Oriental vegetables, rye bread, pineapple, and tea.
Tuesday, 17................. Spaghetti and meat sauce#, salad,
Italian beans, bread sticks, parve cookies and sorbet, and
tea.
Thursday, 19............... 10:45 a.m., “The Changing Landscape
of Media in the Berkshires” with editor, David Scribner Lunch:
Tuna noodle casserole, celery rice soup, salad, beets,
sweet scones, brownies, coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.
Monday, 23................. 10:45 a.m., An Exploration of Writing Memoirs with Kitty Axelson-Berry, president of Modern
Memoirs Publishing, Inc. First in two part series. Lunch: Beef
stew**#, noodles, potato bread, peaches, and tea.
Tuesday, 24................. Turkey piccata**#, broccoli soup,
rice pilaf, mixed vegetables, whole wheat bread, grapes,
and tea.
Thursday, 26............... 10:45 a.m., “Mumbet’s Walk to
Freedom” with historic site interpreter, Ann-Elizabeth
Barnes. Lunch: Spinach mushroom quiche, stewed tomatoes, muffins, ice cream and raspberry pillow cookies,
coffee, tea, and milk for coffee.
Monday, 30................. 10:45 a.m., An Exploration of Writing
Memoirs with Kitty Axelson-Berry, president of Modern Memoirs Publishing, Inc. Second in two part series. Lunch: Stuffed
cabbage casserole**#, noodle soup, baby carrots, rice,
Challah, ice pops, and tea.
Tuesday, 31................. Turkey stew**#, rice, salad, breadsticks, apricots, and tea.
FEBRUARY
Thursday, 2................. Program to be Announced. Lunch:
Fresh fish**, mushroom soup, noodle kugel, broccoli,
salad, multi-grain bread, cookies coffee, tea, and milk
for coffee.
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Milton Freadman, 84,
third generation of
Freadman Steel, Inc.
BECKET – Milton Freadman,
84, passed away Tuesday evening, October 11, after a brief
illness.
A graduate of Pittsfield High
School, Mr. Freadman served
his country proudly as a corporal in the US Army during
the Korean War, assigned to
the Motor Pool Corps.
Mr. Freadman was the
third generation of Freadman
Steel, Inc., a family business
in Pittsfield started in 1905
by his grandfather, Charles
Freadman. Originally a scrap
yard, Freadman Steel was
transformed into a regional
steel distribution and fabrication business serving the
New England and Mid-Atlantic regions. He worked under
his grandfather, father, and
uncles before taking on the
leadership of the company. He
was a well-known and beloved
figure in the steel construction industry, where he built
enduring relationships lasting
over his lifetime. Currently
the fourth generation of the
family, Blaine, is the president
of Freadman Steel, Inc.
In his later years, after
retirement, he still kept a
desk at the office, driving in
to get his mail, having lunch
at the Highland Restaurant,
and doing his errands. He was
a social and gregarious man
with a kind word or a joke
for everybody. He believed
in taking care of family and
was a devoted and generous
grandfather. He took pride in
and loved his grandchildren

immensely. Travel was another
passion, and he was an ardent
Boston Red Sox fan.
Mr. Freadman leaves his
devoted partner of 35 years,
Johnnie Faye Loeffel of Becket;
his children, Charlene F. Kahn
and partner Steve Epstein
of Seattle, WA, Michele R.
Freadman of Attleboro, MA,
and Blaine J. Freadman of
Pittsfield, MA; Philip Loeffel of
Orlando, FL, Derek T. Loeffel
and his wife Sandra of Northborough, MA, and Nicole D.
Loeffel of Powder Springs, GA;
beloved grandchildren Chad,
Courtney, and Cara Freadman
of Richmond, MA and Margaret Kahn of Seattle, WA; Ling
and Megan Loeffel of Northborough, MA. He also leaves
his first cousins, Roz Rudnick
Nemke and husband Don of
Oro Valley, AZ; Barry Rudnick
and his wife Julia of Sierra
Vista, AZ ; and Roberta Freadman Hoffman and husband
Kenneth of Chestnut Hill, MA.
A Pittsfield native, he was
preceded in death by his parents. Gertrude Zalutsky Freadman and Harry Freadman,
who emigrated from Vilna,
Poland and Odessa, Russia
respectively. Mr. Freadman
will be missed.
Graveside services were
held on Friday, October 14 at
Knesset Israel Cemetery with
Rabbi David Weiner, spiritual
leader of Knesset Israel officiating. Memorial donations may
be made to Soldier On in care
of the Flynn & Dagnoli-Bencivenga Funeral Home, 5 Elm
St. Pittsfield, MA 01201.

Winter Classes
begin January 10th
in Pittsfield and Great Barrington

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Classes include
Advances in Medicine • J.S. Bach • Folk Dancing
Travel Photography • Medieval Women Writers
Movie Parodies • Ancient Writing Systems
and much more!
Partners in Education with Williams
College • Bard College at Simon’s Rock,
Mass. College of Liberal Arts (MCLA)

Enjoy lively courses, distinguished lectures, trips,
and special events designed especially by and
for people over 50 in the Berkshires!

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

NEW!

Join OLLI and
REGISTER FOR CLASSES ONLINE
at BERKSHIREOLLI.ORG
or call 413.236.2190 for a catalog.

The Jewish Federation of
the Berkshires extends
condolences to Drs. Jon
Gotterer and Nina Molin
and their family on the
passing of Jon’s father,
Dr. Stanton Gotterer, 87,
on Sunday, November
20 in White Plains, NY. A
memorial service was held
on Tuesday, November 22
at the Chapel in the Woods
at Kol Ami Synagogue,
White Plains.

Elliott Weisberger, 87,
husband, father, grandfather, great-grandfather
WEST STOCKBRIDGE – Elliott
Weisberger, 87, passed away
on Friday evening, October
21, at home of complications
related to cancer.
Born October 8, 1929, Mr.
Weisberger spent four years
in the Air Force after college.
Most of his employment was in
the garment industry and he
began his retirement in West
Stockbridge as a motel owner.
He was a member of Knesset Israel in Pittsfield and
devoted time to Sinai Academy
of the Berkshires.
Mr. Weisberger is survived
by his wife, Caroline of West
Stockbridge, and five children;
Shelley Stricker of Mahwah,
NY; Gail and Richard Tates
of Detroit, MI; Edward Weisberger of N. Potomac, MD;
Martin Alex Weisberger of Litiz,
PA; and Robert Weisberger of
West Stockbridge. He leaves 9
grandchildren; Jason Stricker
of Boston, MA; Adam Stricker
of Weehauken, NJ; Ian Rhodes
of Detroit; Bryce and Jordan
Weisberger of
N. Potomac,
MD; Gavin,
Torie, Colin
and Vivian
Weisberger of
Litiz, PA; and
great-granddaughter Sisi
Rhodes. He is
also survived
by his ex-wife
Marilyn of
Virginia and
daughters-inlaw Rochelle
of MD, and
Jenny of PA.
During his
final weeks
he was cared
for by devoted
friend, Ken
Lahart and
Hospice Care
of the Berkshires.
The funeral
took place in
Paramus, NJ
on Wednesday, October
26. Donations
may be made
to the Hebrew
Institute of
Rockland
County, 360
New Hempstead Road,
New City,
NY 10956 or
Knesset Israel,
16 Colt Road,
Pittsfield, MA
01201.

Edward Epstein, 80, easy
going and genuine caring
for others
MONTEREY – Edward Epstein, husband of the love of
his life for 58 years Phyllis,
much-loved and respected
father of Sheryl (Jonathan) of
Ridgefield, CT, Jeff (Gorana) of
Miami, FL, and Brian (Elizabeth) of Schenectady, NY, and
grandfather/papa of Louisa, Madeline, Caleb, Ethan,
Mallory, Anabel, Quincy, and
Lee, passed away peacefully
and with integrity, surrounded
by his family, from pancreatic
cancer on Sunday, October 30.
Born March 29, 1936 to
Mary and Sam Epstein, and
a product of the Bronx High
School of Science and Hunter
College, Mr. Epstein received
his MBA from Columbia University, and then in his early
50s, out of a desire for a new
intellectual challenge, received
his law degree from Touro
College and passed the New
York Bar. He started his professional career working for J.
Walter Thompson, then spent
the majority of his life at the
helm of the market research
firm Edward Epstein and Associates, located in New York.
He also served in the Air Force
Reserves in the 1960s.
Mr. Epstein not only was
intellectually sharp, but loved
to laugh and joke around, and
was immediately liked by so
many people for his easy-going
attitude, the playful glint in
his eye, and his genuine caring for others. While all other
passions paled in comparison
to his love of his family and
in particular his wife, Phyllis, he was an avid reader of
novels (especially Philip Roth),
newspapers, and magazines,
relished his Lagavulin scotch,
and loved the friendships he
made through hiking with
the Monday Mountain Boys,
exercising with the Lunch and
Crunch Bunch, and the golf
that he played in the Berkshires at the Stockbridge Golf
Club with the Sweater Bunch,
as well as in Boca West.
The Epsteins were members of Hevreh of Southern
Berkshire and OLLI.
Together with Phyllis and
dog Pip, he bravely fought his
cancer with integrity and a
scientific approach, much as
he lived his 80 years of life. He
will be missed dearly.
Funeral services were held
at Hevreh of Southern Berkshire on November 1. Donations can be made to the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network
through Finnerty & Stevens
Funeral Home, 426 Main St.,
Great Barrington, MA 01230
or online at www.pancan.org.

Lillian Glickman, 95,
lifelong North Adams
resident
NORTH ADAMS – Lillian
Glickman, 95 years young,
passed away peacefully in her
sleep on Sunday, November 6.
Born February 25, 1921,
daughter of Annie Kronick
and Samuel Shapiro, Mrs.
Glickman was a lifelong North
Adams resident. She loved
living on Chase Hill – “a bit
of country in the city,” as
she always liked to put it.
After graduating from Beaver
College in PA, she worked
in New York City as a candy
striper during World War II

and as a dance instructor for
Arthur Murray. She returned
to her beloved Berkshires and
got married and raised three
children; Ken (Debbie) of Silver
Spring, MD, Tom (Catherine)
of Fort Lauderdale, FL., and
KR (Tony) of Beverly, MA.
Affectionately called “Lilly”
by relatives and friends, she
worked at the Congregational
Church in North Adams and
Clarke School for the Deaf in
Northampton. She also was
a volunteer at North Adams
Historical Society for 43 years,
traveled to and worked in
Israel 10 times, and at various
times over the years, served
as a volunteer for the Visiting
Nurses Association, North
Adams Chapter of League of
Women Voters and Beth Israel
Synagogue. She was also a
founding member of North Adams Hospice. As Anne Frank
once said, “No one has ever
become poor by giving” and
Mrs. Glickman was a proud
patron for many local organizations, such as the North
Adams Public Library, MASS
MoCA and North Adams Historical Society.
One of her proudest accomplishments was hitting a holein-one in 1965 during her very
first “official” golf game.
An avid conversationalist
with her favorite pink wall
rotary AT&T telephone, that
is amazingly still working
after all those years, she loved
chatting with just about everyone – her family, relatives and
friends – every day. She also
loved feeding and watching
birds by her kitchen window, not to mention stepping
outside occasionally to scoot
away squirrels. Twice a week,
she enjoyed playing bridge and
ballroom dancing at the Harper Center in Williamstown.
And, how she loved the horses!
As a young lady, she often delighted in riding her horse all
the way from North Adams to
her parents’ summer cottage
in Plainfield and back home.
Mrs. Glickman leaves her
sister, Helen Maislen in Pittsfield; sister-in-law, Lorraine
Shapiro in North Adams; and
many nieces and nephews.
She was predeceased by her
siblings: Rose Korn (Nat Korn),
Stanley Shapiro (Sydelle Shapiro), Sheldon Shapiro (Sandra
Shapiro), and Allan Shapiro.
Funeral services were held
Wednesday, November 9, with
a graveside service at Beth
Israel Cemetery, Clarksburg,
followed by a memorial service
and reception at Congregation
Beth Israel, North Adams.
Donations, monetary or
memorabilia, to the North Adams Historical Society in will
be deeply appreciated.

Judge William W. Simons,
88, reputation as fair
minded, compassionate,
and practical
LENOX – William W. Simons,
88, formerly of Pittsfield, died
peacefully on Friday, November 4.
Born in New York City
on March 13, 1928 to Abraham Rubin Simons and Yetta
Lubowsky Simons, recent
immigrants from Eastern
Europe, Mr. Simons spent his
early years in the Bronx until
MORE OBITUARIES,
on page 20
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his father secured a position
as a tailor in Glens Falls, NY.
The premature death of his
mother forced the family to return to NYC so that his father
could enlist the support of his
extended family.
Mr. Simons served as a
sergeant in the US Army,
stationed in Korea. Upon
discharge he returned to NYC
where he took advantage of the
GI Bill and pursued an undergraduate degree from New York
University. He was the first
in his family to go to college.
After graduation, he worked
full time while putting himself
through law school at night at
New York University.
In May, 1953, he married
the love of his life, Marilyn
Frankel. Together they created
a home imbued with values of
family, faith, and service.
In 1960, he moved his family from New York City to the
Berkshires, where his wife’s
family had been spending
summers since 1946. He led
a distinguished law career as
an Assistant District Attorney,
a criminal defense attorney
and a general civil practitioner.
He served his community by
assuming leadership positions
with the Pittsfield Jewish Community Center and Congregation Knesset Israel.
In 1978, Governor Michael
Dukakis appointed Mr. Simons
as an associate justice of the
Superior Court. He served
that court with distinction for
fifteen years, earning a reputation as a fair minded, compassionate and practical jurist.
Upon retirement from the

bench, he entered private practice with his son, Richard. “My
father had an incredible mind,”
said Richard, himself a judge
in Berkshire Probate Court.
“His breadth of knowledge was
staggering, his command of
the law, extraordinary. But
what he taught me was these
qualities in and of themselves
meant nothing if you weren’t
kind, compassionate and honest. That is his legacy.” These
sentiments were echoed by
fellow judges and attorneys.
Mr. Simons was a true
citizen of the world. He loved
history, appreciated music and
literature, and loved the simple
pleasure of sitting on his porch
swing on Commonwealth
Avenue observing the world.
Nothing gave him more pleasure than being surrounded by
his loving family. He devoted
his life to using his talents and
intellect to serve both his community and country.
Mr. Simons was predeceased by his parents and
three siblings; Anna Simons
Smith, Harry Simons, and
Samuel Simons. He is survived by his sister Gertrude
Rapaport of Wilingboro, NJ;
his wife, Marilyn; his children,
Amy Simons Abramovich and
Richard Simons and wife Marcie of Pittsfield; four grandchildren, Daniel Abramovich,
Emily Abramovich, Judith
Marks and husband Ariel, and
Hannah Simons; and great
grandson, Eliav Marks.
Funeral services were
held on Sunday, November 6
at Knesset Israel followed by
burial in the Knesset Israel

Cemetery. Donations may be
made to Knesset Israel, 16 Colt
Road, Pittsfield, MA 01201.
The Jewish Federation of
the Berkshires expresses
condolences to the family
of Richard Klein, who
passed away on November
3 in West Palm Beach, FL.
A memorial service will
be held in February 2017
at Eternal Light Memorial Gardens in Boynton
Beach, FL. Donations
may be made to Temple
B’nai Jacob of Wellington,
12794 West Forrest Hill
Boulevard, Suite 6, Wellington, FL 33414.

Erma B. Broverman, 81,
established & supervised
Title 1 Four Year Old Program
MYRTLE BEACH, SC – Erma
B. Broverman, 81, of Myrtle
Beach, SC and formerly of
Pittsfield, passed away peacefully Saturday, November 12 at
Hope Arbor Assisting Living of
Murrells Inlet.
Born January 18, 1935 in
Lynn, MA, daughter of the late
Benjamin and Pearl (Strome)
Brown, Mrs. Broverman was
a graduate of Lynn Classical
High School in 1952 and the
University of Massachusetts in
1956 with a degree in Elementary Education. Teaching in
the Pittsfield schools for 29
years, she was responsible for
establishing and supervising
the Title 1 Four Year Old Program, working with and being
fondly remembered by her
students, their
parents, and
fellow teachers.
Mrs.
Broverman
leaves to
cherish her
memory, her
loving and devoted husband
of 62 years,
Lester “Les”
Broverman;
son, Jonathan
Broverman
and wife,
Tatiana of
Pittsfield;
daughter,
Judith Bulfin
of Smyrna,
GA; and three
grandchildren,
Andrea, Maris-

Intentional.
Independent.
Inspired.

sa and Benjamin Broverman.
In addition to her parents, she
was preceded in death by her
brother, Dr. Mark Brown.
Mrs. Broverman enjoyed
and contributed to a life full of
love, family, friendships, travel
and pets. She and her husband, Les, maintained their
many friendships in Massachusetts while moving to Myrtle Beach, SC first as winter
residents in 1995 and then as
permanent residents in 2006.
They enjoyed years of aerobics,
tennis, and socializing with
fellow snowbirds and Myrtle
Beach residents.
The family will celebrate her
life with a private memorial
gathering at a later date.

Loet Velmans, 93, P.O.W.
to C.E.O., always looking
to future
SHEFFIELD – Loet Velmans,
93, a longtime resident of Sheffield, died Friday November 11
at his home.
Mr. Velmans was born in
Amsterdam, the Netherlands.
As a teenager, he helped to
commandeer a small boat and
narrowly escaped the Nazi
invasion of Holland in 1940.
From England, he made his
way to the Dutch East Indies,
enlisted in the Dutch Free
Army, and was taken prisoner
by the Japanese. In prison in
Singapore, he started a newspaper for fellow inmates. Later,
he was sent to Thailand as a
P.O.W. slave laborer on the
notorious Burma railroad.
When WWII ended, Mr.
Velmans returned to the
Netherlands, pursued a career
in journalism, married Edith
van Hessen, and moved to the
US with his young family. A
pioneer in the field of international public relations, he
worked throughout Europe for
Hill & Knowlton, the New York
based public relations and
management consulting firm,
moving its overseas headquarters from Paris and The Hague
to Geneva and London, while
opening dozens of satellite offices around the world. Always
looking to the future rather
than the past, Mr. Velmans put
aside his horrific experiences
as a POW, and worked on improving business relations with
post-war Japan, becoming
known for his efforts at closing
the “communication gap.”
In 1974, Mr. Velmans was
called back to New York and
soon became Chairman and

CEO of Hill & Knowlton. In
that capacity he oversaw the
merger of the firm with the
advertising giant J. Walter
Thompson.
Upon his retirement, Mr.
and Mrs. Velmans moved
fulltime to the Berkshires, a
place they truly loved. There
he wrote Long Way Back to the
River Kwai, a war memoir detailing his adventurous escape
from the Nazis and his imprisonment by the Japanese. A
second memoir, From P.O.W. to
C.E.O., about his post-war life,
was published last year. He
served on 17 nonprofit boards,
including the Lincoln Center
Institute, Bennington College,
and the Legal Aid Society. He
was an overseer of the BSO
and founding member of the
Netherlands-America Foundation.
Mr. Velmans is survived by
Edith, his wife of 67 years, the
author of the acclaimed Edith’s
Story. He is also survived
by his daughters Marianne
Velmans of London, Hester Velmans of Sheffield, Jessica Velmans of New York City, their
spouses, five grandchildren
and one great-granddaughter.
Donations may be made to
Hospice Care in the Berkshires
or EmpowerGeneration (www.
empowergeneration.org), an
organization created by Velmans’ granddaughter through
Finnerty & Stevens Funeral
Home, 426 Main Street, Great
Barrington, MA 01230.
The Jewish Federation of
the Berkshires extends
condolences to Cantor
Bob and Suzy Scherr
of Williamstown on the
death of Bob’s sister, Judith Scherr. Donations in
memory of Judith may be
given to an organization
of the donor’s choice that
furthers peace and justice
in the world.

Robert Arthur Stanley “Bob” Rush, owned
Church Street Trading
Company
SOUTH EGREMONT – Robert
Arthur Stanley “Bob” Rush
passed away peacefully on
Tuesday, November 15 at his
home.
Born and raised in Brooklyn, NY, he was the son of
Irving and Estelle Greenstein
Ruchamkin. He attended the
University of Pennsylvania and
graduated from the Wharton
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School of Business in 1962. He
married his wife of 52 years,
Elaine Fraid, in Montreal,
Canada in 1964. Mr. Rush was
the executive vice-president
for Campus Sportswear from
1962 to 1991. At the beginning
of his career he was a member of the U.S. Army National
Guard and served as a Private
1st Class for five years. He had
never held a gun in his life
when he arrived, yet he left basic training as the #1 marksman of his platoon.
In 1992, the couple moved
to the Berkshires, where they
began a new venture in Great
Barrington. “Church Street
Trading Company,” an upscale clothing and antique
store, was established by Mr.
and Mrs. Rush and thrives on
Railroad Street today. In 2013,
he retired and his only child
Hillary took over.
Local merchants and customers will fondly remember
Bob and his cherished dog
“Max.” An avid sports fan, his
favorite teams were the Mets,
Jets, Rangers, and Knicks, in
that order. He also enjoyed
spending time at home in
Delray Beach, FL, but the true
loves of his life were his “Two
Girls” Hillary and Elaine.
Besides his wife and daughter, Mr. Rush is survived by his
dear nephew Emil Lissauer,
who he considered his son; his
nephew Jay Ruchamkin; his
niece Marilyn Ranish; and his
brother Richard Ruchamkin.
Funeral services were held
Friday, November 18 at Finnerty & Stevens Funeral Home
in Great Barrington. Burial followed at the Hillside Cemetery
in North Egremont. Memorial
donations may be made to the
South Egremont Volunteer Fire
Department through Finnerty
& Stevens Funeral Home, 426
Main Street, Great Barrington,
MA 01230.
The Jewish Federation of
the Berkshires offers condolences to Chris Kelly on
the passing of her father,
Callan Kelly. A memorial
service was held at Congregation Beth Israel on
Saturday, December 3.

Norma Propp Tulgan,
developed SAT prep
course
PITTSFIELD – Norma Propp
Tulgan died on Friday, November 18 after a lengthy period
of ill health at Berkshire Place,
where she had been a resident

since August 2015.
Born in Brooklyn, NY, the
only child of attorney Perry
S. Propp and Rosalie Lepow
Propp, Mrs. Tulgan was a gold
medal graduate of Erasmus
Hall High School and attended
Vassar College her freshman
year. She transferred to Barnard College when she joined
her husband, Henry Tulgan, while he was in medical
school, and graduated from
Barnard and became a member of the Athena Society.
For four years, the Tulgans
resided in Albany while Henry
continued his medical training
and Norma was employed as a
civil service test examination
writer for the State of New
York.
A resident of Pittsfield since
1962, Mrs. Tulgan earned
her M.Ed. from North Adams
State College and taught at the
former Rice School, Berkshire
Country Day School, and the
former DeSisto School. With
the late Iris Schwartz, she
developed an SAT Preparatory
Course taught in their homes
to dozens of high school students and at Darrow School
and North Adams State College
until health issues caused her
to have to this work. These
issues also brought about the
end to her love of travel and
participation in her beloved
book club.
Mrs. Tulgan was a member
of Temple Anshe Amunim and
its Sisterhood and a member of
its Religious School Committee. She was a lifetime member
of Hadassah and had been a
member of the Junior League
of Pittsfield and served as a
Board Member of the Berkshire Art Association.
Survivors are her husband
of 62 years, Dr. Henry Tulgan;
sons, James Propp Tulgan and
his partner Debbie McGivern
of Pittsfield, and Bruce Lorin
Tulgan and his wife Dr. Debby
Applegate of New Haven, CT;
daughter, Dr. Ronna T. Ostheimer and her husband
Thomas W. Ostheimer of
Williamstown; five grandchildren, Elisa Rose Tulgan and
Joseph Perry Tulgan of Pompano Beach, FL, Perry Elizabeth
Ostheimer and Erin Rosalie
Ostheimer of New York City,
and Garret Elias Ostheimer of
Williamstown.
Funeral services were held
on Monday, November 21 at
Temple Anshe Amunim, followed by burial in the Temple
Cemetery. The Tulgan Family
wishes to express thanks to

the staff of Berkshire Place and
to Hospice Care in the Berkshires for their devoted care.
Contributions may be sent to a
charity of the donor’s choice.

Myril Alpert Filler, 97,
owned educational book
business
WILLIAMSTOWN – Myril Alpert
Filler, 97, of Green River Road,
died at home in the circle of
her family on Saturday, November 12.
Born in Revere, MA to
Russian Jewish immigrants
Nathan and Clara Alpert on
November 2, 1919, Mrs. Filler
studied economics and sociology, graduated from Simmons
College in 1942, and worked
as a civil servant in Boston
and for the Federal War Labor
Board in Washington before
discovering she loved teaching.
As a volunteer at an organization promoting civil rights,
labor rights, and political
education, she met her future
husband Maury Filler in 1946.
They married and moved to
Williamstown in 1948 and she
worked as a substitute teacher
until their son Nick was born
in 1951. In 1954, Mr. and Mrs.
Filler started a mail-order educational book business to sell
publisher’s overstock to high
school and college libraries
across North America.
Mrs. Filler devoted herself
to her husband, children and
grandchildren, and they have
been devoted to her with gratitude. She was predeceased
by her husband, who died just
over five months ago; sisters
Pauline D’Orlando of New
Orleans, LA and Lorraine Lindenbaum of Denver, CO; and
brother David Alpert of San
Francisco, CA.
She is survived by her son
Nick (Colleen) Filler of Conway, MA; daughter Joan Filler
(Matt Evangelista) of Ithaca,
NY; grandchildren Alex Filler of
Vancouver, BC, Canada, Rose
Filler of New York, NY, Caroline
Filler of Conway, MA, Clara
Evangelista Filler of Lima,
Peru, and Marielle Evangelista
Filler of Portland, OR; nieces
Faye Lindenbaum of Denver, CO, and Robin, Sharon,
LauraMae, (Kate Reber) and
Didi Alpert and great-nephew
Soli Alpert, all of San Francisco, CA; cousins Ralph,
(Zelda Stern) Bradburd of
Williamstown, B Bradburd of
Northampton, Gideon (Marge
Weber) Bradburd and newborn cousin Eloise Wolf Weber-Bradburd of East Lansing,

MI; and many other beloved
nieces, nephews cousins and
their children and grandchildren.
A private burial at Southlawn Cemetery in Williamstown was held Wednesday,
November 23. Donations to
Heifer Project International
can be made at heifer.org.

Arthur Stein, 91, strong
values, principles and
commitment to service
EASTHAMPTON, MA – The
family of Arthur Stein, 91, is
heartbroken over the passing
of their beloved father, grandfather, brother-in-law, and
uncle.
Born November 7, 1925,
the only child of Abe and
Goldie Stein, Mr. Stein was
raised in Philadelphia. As
a child, he enjoyed Hebrew
school, the Boy Scouts, stamp
collecting, roller skating, and
watching the Lone Ranger.
Mr. Stein served in the US
Army and later graduated from
Boston College Law School. He
met the love of his life, Sylvia
Stein, and the two married in
1950 and settled in Pittsfield.
They lived a full and beautiful
life together and raised three
daughters, Maxine, Mindy, and
Joyce.
Mr. Stein worked as an
attorney in Pittsfield until
retirement in 2010, at age 85.
He worked for some time as a
public defender and provided
pro-bono services to those in
need.
Active in the Jewish community of Pittsfield, he served
as president of Knesset Israel
and every week filled a seat in
the front row of their sanctuary. Public service was
very important to him and
he served as president of the
Berkshire Community College
Foundation and volunteered
teaching literacy to immigrant
adults and for Reading for
the Blind, among other organizations. He was a proud

Democrat, and he had a deep
appreciation for diverse cultural experiences. He frequented
Tanglewood, Jacob’s Pillow,
and Berkshire museums, and
he traveled the world with his
wife. Together they traveled the
globe and made many trips to
Israel.
Mr. Stein was happiest
when his children and grandchildren visited at his beloved
home, Holmesdale. He was
an early adopter of the video
camera and captured precious
family moments. The couple
entertained guests frequently
and played tennis daily (weather permitting). He enjoyed
swimming, taking walks with
his wife, Turner Classic movies, and crossword puzzles.
He will be remembered for
his sharp mind, his strong
values and principles, and his
commitment to service.
For the past two years, he
lived at Lathrop Retirement
Community in Easthampton
where he was often referred to
as “one of the good ones.” He
leaves a loving community of
great people.
Mr. Stein leaves his daughters: Maxine (Henry Simkin),
Mindy (Howard Brummer), and
Joyce (Michael Turow). Nine
grandchildren: Avi (Heather),
Gabrielle (Seth), Sarah (Trey),
Benjamin (Adriana), Paula
(Peter), Noah (Sara), Rebecca
(Mathieu), Sam, and Jenna.
He also leaves brothers-inlaw Leon Siegel, Robert Siegel
(Norma), Samuel Karlin, and
sister-in-law, Carole Siegel,
and numerous loving nieces
and nephews. The family extends their gratitude to Sarah
Shumway and Hospice of the
Fisher Home for enriching Mr.
Stein’s life to the end.
Funeral services were held
on December 1 at Knesset
Israel, 16 Colt Road, Pittsfield.
Donations may be made to
Knesset Israel, Hospice of the
Fisher Home in Amherst, or
the Jewish National Fund.
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As Winter Begins, Opportunities to Learn at Knesset Israel’s Chanukah
Hevreh
Party
GREAT BARRINGTON – As the
side-by-side for generations.
Rabbi Hirsch’s study and
weather turns chilly, Hevreh of
Southern Berkshire offers opportunities to learn and share
insights and experiences.
Jews & Christians: The
Birth of Two Sibling Faiths
Wednesday, December 21,
11:45 a.m. -1 p.m.
The last few centuries before the Common Era and the
first few centuries of the common era proved to be a powerful incubator for two unique
faiths who would come to live

The Judaism know today came
alive in this time period, as
did Christianity. Rabbi Neil
Hirsch concludes his historical
overview of the foundations
for what really are two sibling
faiths. All are welcome. Please
feel free to bring a bag lunch.
Shabbat Morning Study
A new regular opportunity for learning with Hevreh’s
rabbis begins Saturday,
October 15 at 8:45 a.m. Every
Shabbat morning, gather in

dive into the less-often read
books of the Bible, beginning
with the Book of Psalms. All
are welcome to begin the day
with coffee while studying and
relaxing on Shabbat. Sessions
will be between 45 and 60
minutes. Please be in touch
with Rabbi Hirsch for further
information: nhirsch@hevreh.
org.
Hevreh is located at 270
State Road, Great Barrington.
Website: hevreh.org.

Hevreh Celebrates the Festival of Lights
GREAT BARRINGTON – This
Chanukah season, Hevreh of
Southern Berkshire hosts programs for all age levels.
Tot Shabbat at Hevreh
Saturday, December 17,
9 a.m. In preparation for
Chanukah, Hevreh teaches
youngsters about those 8
special lights. Join the rabbis
Hirsch and Gordon along with
songleader Max Nemhauser for a special Chanukah
craft-making session, songs, a
story, and, of course, Shabbat
blessings and a snack with
friends and families.
Yachad Chanukah at
Hevreh
Sunday, December 18,

10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Artist-in-residence Miriam
Ross will be joining Hevreh’s
religious school for our 3rd
annual Yachad Chanukah
celebration. Students will
work with glass, wire, and
beads under Miriam’s skillful
direction to create handmade,
keepsake chanukiyot (menorahs). Students will make holiday gift kits for those in need
while adults have break-out
learning sessions. A rockin’
Chanukah song session and
delicious Chanukah treats
cap off the day. Families with
children ages 0-5 are invited
to join at noon for singing and
snacks! Tzedakah Food Drive:

MAZEL TOV
Mazel Tov to…
Amy Lindner-Lesser,
immediate past president of
the Jewish Federation of the
Berkshires, on the engagement
of her daughter Maya to Scott
Connell
c
Pat and Guy Pancer on being honored for their service to
Congregation Ahavath Sholom
c
Carol and Steve Targum
on the birth of their granddaughter, Emma Sofia Stier
c
Barbara Lafer on her
granddaughter Leah’s bat
mitzvah
c
Wendy Rabinowitz and
Jeffrey Borak on the November 1 birth of grandson, Rafael, to Joanna Munson and her
husband Olegario Perales
c
Martin and Sharon Lewis
on the marriage of their son
David to Alex Kelly
c
Ari and Noah Meyerowitz
(the “Sprout Brothers”) on the
opening of their new organic
juice bar Oasis Juice Lab in
Great Barrington
c
Tracey Donner-Finch and
Douglas Finch on the bar
mitzvah of their son, Jacob
c
Judy Pomerantz and Neel
Webber on the bat mitzvah of
their daughter, Mira
c
Jen Tabakin and Peter
Robertson on the bat mitzvah
of their daughter, Rebecca
c
Madeline and Marty Lizt
on the birth of their grandson,
Phineas Firetag Hsieh-Lizt

c
Hinda and Marty Levine
on the bat mitzvah of their
granddaughter, Jessica
c
Michael and Karen Rosen
on the recent marriage of their
daughter, Jen Rosen
c
Rabbi Bill Cutter and
Georgianne on the birth of
their daughter, Orli Cutter
c
Roberta and Chuck Leibowitz on the bat mitzvah of
their granddaughter, Rachel
Maya
c
Greg Kellner, director of
the URJ 6 Points Sci-Tech
Academy in Byfield, MA, on
winning a 2016 Covenant
Foundation Pomegranate
Prize, joining four other recipients recognized this year
for their tremendous promise, focused leadership, and
willingness to take risks in
their burgeoning careers. URJ
6 Points Sci-Tech Academy
hosts 500 campers entering
grades 5-10 each summer,
enabling them explore robotics, video game design,
environmental science, digital
media, and many other activities in an environment that
fosters their curiosity within
the context of Jewish values
and community. Launching
this summer under Kellner’s
leadership will be the first-ever
Sci-Tech Israel trip, as part
of the NFTY in Israel family of
summer programs, for teens
from across North America to
explore Judaism and science
in the land of Israel.
c
Hershy Volovik, on his bar
mitzvah.

As part of Yachad programming, families are invited to
bring non-perishable food
items or household goods for
The People’s Pantry.
All are welcome to join.
Hevreh is located at 270 State
Road, Great Barrington.
Website: hevreh.org.

NEW CHABAD
HOUSE, continued from

page 1

become reality. We are so
fortunate to have so many in
our community that shared
our dream for a bright and
exciting Jewish future and
have graciously partnered with
us to bring it to a dynamic
reality.
“For many years, we dared
to dream a most ambitious
and seemingly-impossible
dream – a dream of building a
spectacular new center of Jewish education, communal celebration, cultural exploration,
social integration, and intellectual stimulation that would
stand as a majestic edifice for
the ages. And thanks to so
many dear friends – so many
of you – we have succeeded
beyond our wildest dreams.
“Looking forward to many
happy and joyous celebrations
for many years to come.”

Shirei Shabbat & Chanukah Dinner
Friday, December 23; Family-friendly musical Shabbat service, 5:30 p.m. Chanukah-themed, volunteer-prepared Shabbat
dinner, 6:30 p.m., $18/adult, $15/teen, free for children, $54
family maximum. After-dinner entertainment will be a chorus of
all ages singing beloved Chanukah songs. The dinner menu will
feature latkes and brisket (vegetarian options are available). Reservations and payment must be made by December 21. Please
register by phone at (413) 445-4872, or online at knessetisrael.
org.

Mah Jongg Cards from
Hadassah
Mah Jongg players can order 2017 Mah Jongg cards through
Berkshire Hills Hadassah, which receives part of the proceeds
for each order placed through them. The cards will be sent to
purchasers directly by the National Mah Jongg League and cost
no more than if purchased elsewhere. Standard cards are $8.00
each and large print cards are $9.00 each. Deadline is before the
first week in January. Please contact Carol Schwimmer at (413)
637-1592 for more information on ordering cards for yourself
and even your friends, or send in your order and a check payable to “Berkshire Hills Hadassah” to Carol at 13B Muirfield
Drive, Lenox, MA 01240.

Do It Yourself – Interactive
Menorah Workshop at Carr
Hardware
GREAT BARRINGTON –
Chabad of the Berkshires will
partner with Carr Hardware
to offer a Chanukah menorah
workshop at the Great Barrington store, 256 Main Street,
on Friday, December 23 at
1 p.m.
Participants will receive free
materials to craft their own
unique menorah from wood
and a host of other supplies
available at Carr. The menorah
building is not just for kids
– it’s a family project where
parents and children work
together. There is no charge
for attending, and Chanukah
refreshments will be served.
“The kids love the menorahs that they create on
their own,” says Sara Volovik,
program director at Chabad of
the Berkshires. “They treasure
them and they then feel more

involved in the holiday. Moreover, it’s a way for parents to
participate in a project with
their children.”
“Partnering with Carr,” says
Rabbi Levi Volovik, “will give
families who may not participate in traditional synagogue
activities the opportunity to
prepare for and celebrate the
Chanukah festival within their
own comfort zone, in a familiar
store, while meeting others
who are doing the same thing.”
Carr Hardware looks forward to the Chanukah event.
“Seeing the kids smile is what
is important to me. It’s all
about the kids,” says the store
manager, Frank. “They are our
future.”
This workshop is sponsored by Carr Hardware and
coordinated by Chabad of the
Berkshires

“Hanukah: The Festival of Jewish Wisdom,”
with McGill Professor Lawrence J. Kaplan
PITTSFIELD – On Saturday,
December 31, Chabad of the
Berkshires hosts Lawrence J.
Kaplan, Professor of Rabbinics
and Jewish Philosophy in the
Department of Jewish Studies
of McGill University, Montreal,
Quebec, who will deliver a talk
titled “Hanukah: The Festival
of Jewish Wisdom.” Professor
Kaplan will speak at the noon
Kiddush following Shacharit
services.
Kaplan is well known for
his exceptionally wide range of
interests and areas of expertise, and has published extensively in both medieval and
modern Jewish thought. He
has coedited both The Thought
of Moses Maimonides and
Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook
and Jewish Spirituality. He is
perhaps best known for his
many studies of the thought
of Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik
and for his translation from
the Hebrew of his classic
monograph Ish ha-Halakhah

(Halakhic Man), as well as his
essay “Kol Dodi Dofek.”
Among Kaplan’s many
articles which have aroused
great interest are “Maimonides
on the Miraculous Element
in Prophecy,” “Daas Torah: A
Modern Conception of Rabbinic Authority,” “Revisionism
and the Rav: The Struggle for
the Soul of Modern Orthodoxy,” and “The Hazon Ish:
Haredi Critic of Traditional
Orthodoxy.” Professor Arnold
I. Davidson, Robert O. Anderson Distinguished Service
Professor in the Departments
of Philosophy and Romance
Languages of the University
of Chicago, referring to Kaplan’s essay on the Hazon Ish,
described it as being “fundamental not only to understanding the Hazon Ish, but to
understanding the very idea of
modernity. It should be read
not only by scholars of Jewish
thought, but by all historians
of modernity.”

Lawrence Kaplan
His most recent work is
Maimonides Between Philosophy and Halakhah: Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik’s Lectures
on the Guide of the Perplexed,
which Kaplan edited, annotated, and to which he wrote an
extensive introduction.
Chabad of the Berkshires
is located at 450 South Street
in Pittsfield. For more information, call (413) 499-9899.
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Federation Support Set Local Teen on Jewish Adventure through
Eastern Europe and Israel
By Pailey Feakes
of Terezin, the site of a conSea. All our previous hikes in
Dear Jewish Federation
centration camp for Prague’s
Israel had been led by counI want to thank you for the
Jews. As most Jews from
selors, but for Yam L’Yam we
generous donations that have
Terezin were deported to Aushad to use our own navigation
made it possible for me to
chwitz, we followed their path
skills. Swimming in the Medispend each summer with URJ
to Krakow, Poland. Being in
terranean Sea on the last day
Eisner Camp. Last summer, I
Auschwitz and the death camp of my Yam L’Yam experience
had a wonderful trip to Prague,
Birkenau didn’t feel real, and
was very rewarding.
Poland, and Israel with NFTY
it was hard for me to imagine
The trip then focused
and all my camp friends.
that a million Jews died there.
on learning about Israel in
A week after I came home
Overall, the experience was
modern times, about issues
from Israel I was able to visit
meaningful and helped me
such as the Israel-Palestinian
Eisner Camp to talk about my
learn and understand the Hoconflict, the security barriers,
trip with Olim campers who
locaust better. It’s important
and conflicts with bordering
will have the same opportunity
to never forget about the past
nations. We visited the Golan
to travel to Israel next summer.
and to keep learning about it
Heights and visited a town
I was able to give advice and
so history doesn’t repeat itself.
near the West Bank security
hopefully persuade campers to
Our journey in Israel began
barrier, meeting an Arab famigo to Israel with NFTY. I also
in Jaffa, which was the arrival
ly to learn about their lifestyle
shared a presentation at Tempoint for immigrants coming to and community within Israel.
ple Anshe Amunim.
Israel – the Ellis Island of IsWe tried to understand each
I’m very grateful to have
rael. We then spent a week in
side’s perspective in the conFederation help and support
the Negev desert, where I was
flict. We also met Israeli teens
because being able to have Eisable to conquer Mount Shlomo and bonded while boating in
ner Camp in my life has made
and look out over the borders
the Kinneret and rafting in the
a big impact on my Jewish
of Jordan and Egypt. This was
Jordan River.
identity and who I am. Thank
During our last
you again for all that
days in Israel, we
you have done and for
participated in a
allowing me have the
Unlike reading the history of
tzedakah project at a
best summer of my
Israel in a book or listening to
senior citizen activity
life, some details of
which I would like to
stories about the country, I was center. Most days the
seniors aren’t able to
share with readers of
able to see Israel with my own do social things with
the BJV.
friends or family. We
eyes. After experiencing the
played games with
Last summer I
country and all the holy places them, sang songs,
joined the NFTY in
and helped them eat,
Israel program for the
in person, I feel proud to have
showing them that
summer L’dor V’dor
they were cared for
travel adventure to
Judaism in my life.
and respected.
Prague, Poland, and
My goal for my
Israel. The purpose
the hardest hike we had on
trip was to gain a deeper unof the trip was to explore our
our trip, and looking back at
derstanding of Israel’s history
European Jewish heritage
this experience makes me feel
and a deeper connection to the
and the journey of the Jewish
that I am strong enough to
land. For many years, I went
people from Europe to Israconquer any mountain.
to religious school to learn
el. I was never serious about
We continued our journey
about Israel’s history and the
wanting to go to Israel until
to Jerusalem, where we went
story of the Jewish people. At
the summer of 2015, which
on an archeological dig and
camp we would have a day
was my final year as a camper
visited the Western Wall, one
to celebrate Israel to make
at Camp Eisner. I had been
of the experiences that I was
us feel a connection to Israel.
spending summers with my
most excited about. When I
Yet until my L’Dor V’Dor trip,
camp friends for the past five
was little and a student at
I hadn’t been able to fully
years and I didn’t want my
Sinai Academy, when someone understand how important
journey with them to end.
we knew was visiting Israel, we Israel’s relationship is to the
What convinced me that I had
would write notes for them to
Jewish people. Unlike reading
to experience Israel with NFTY
put in the Kotel for us. It felt
the history of Israel in a book
was listening to counselors
special being able to write my
or listening to stories about
and campers who had just
own note and put in the wall
the country, I was able to see
came back from their trip talk
myself.
Israel with my own eyes. After
to us about their experiencTraveling north we visited
experiencing the country and
es. Although I was sad to be
an ancient city near the Sea of
all the holy places in person,
ending my years as a campGalilee where many Talmudic
I feel even prouder to have
er, I realized that there were
scholars lived, and learned
Judaism in my life.
bigger opportunities for us to
about the Mishnah and how
The other goal for the trip
strengthen our Jewish comJews assimilated to Greek culwas to make meaningful memmunity and friendships.
ture while trying to maintain
ories with my Jewish camp
Upon arriving in Europe,
their own traditions. We were
friends that we would rememthe group focused on learning
welcomed into a Druze family’s ber forever. Shabbat with my
about the Jewish communihome for dinner and were able
camp friends has always been
ties in Prague, Krakow, and
to learn about their history
a special tradition, and celeWarsaw before and during the
and religious beliefs.
brating Shabbat in Poland and
Holocaust. To understand the
Halfway through the trip,
Israel were unique experiences
lifestyle of the Jews, we visited
we broke into groups based on
that I’m glad I got to share
the Jewish Quarters of each
our own choice of a Chavaya
with them. In Krakow, we
city we visited, where we saw
experience. I chose Yam L’Yam, went to the local synagogue,
unique synagogues that had
a three-day hike from the Sea
where services were led by a
been preserved.
of Galilee to the Mediterranean Jewish Polish band. It was a
We also visited the town

(413) 528-9700

✓COMPETITIVE PRICING
❑
✓
❑ PROMPT SERVICE
✓FIVE-YEAR WARRANTY
❑

Radon Testing
and Mitigation
NEHA & NRSB CERTIFIED

Pailey Feakes in the Negev
very musical service with their
different and unique melodies of prayers. Celebrating
Shabbat in Israel was peaceful
and relaxing compared to our
camp Shabbats, as everything
in Israel was closed or empty.
Being able to share services or
song sessions with my friends
has always reminded me why
being Jewish is one of the
most important things in my
life.
This trip has allowed me to
step out of my comfort zone
by experiencing challenging
activities, strengthening my
friendships, meeting new peo-

ple, and exploring my Judaism. It makes me feel proud
to be able to say that I have
experienced being in Israel
and I hope to return one day
in the near future.
Pailey Feakes is a junior at
Pittsfield High School and a
member of Temple Anshe Amunim, where she is an active
member in the PFTY/Yachad
youth group. She attended URJ
Eisner Camp for five consecutive summers, with support
from the Jewish Federation of
the Berkshires.

Page 24

Berkshire Jewish Voice • jewishberkshires.org

December 16, 2016 to January 22, 2017

BERKSHIRE JEWISH VOICES

Traveling with Jewish Taste
Jew-tah It Isn’t, but the Beehive State Offers Much
By Carol Goodman Kaufman

September was a month so
packed with activity – three
weddings and a bar mitzvah,
to be precise – that we were
living out of our suitcases.
Adding to the joy of these
events was that one of the
weddings took place on the
shore of the gorgeous Caribbean blue Bear Lake in Utah.
Given that this particular simcha was sandwiched between
two others, we didn’t have a lot
of time out west, so we narrowed our sights to the area
between Salt Lake City and
Jackson Hole, Wyoming. This
month I will focus on the Utah
portion of our trip.
Travelers in Utah could be
forgiven for thinking that they
are driving through Israel, given the stark, desert-like landscape in much of the state, to
say nothing of all the biblical
place names. There’s Zion National Park in the southwestern corner of the state, Zions
Bank, and a host of other
entities that sport the name.
The highway connecting Zion
National Park to Bryce Canyon
and points east is called the
Zion-Mt. Carmel highway, a
herculean construction that
includes 5,613-foot tunnel
through sandstone cliffs.
There’s also Moab, Canaan
Mountain, Eden, Ephraim,
and even Noah’s Ark. And
then, there’s America’s answer

to the Dead Sea: the Great
Salt Lake. As if all that wasn’t
enough, the river running
through Salt Lake City is none
other than the Jordan.
One of Israel’s neighbors is
also represented in the state.
Ogden, a clean and quiet city
of almost 85,000, boasts the
beautiful Peery’s Egyptian
Theater. The colorful theater,
designed to mimic the courtyard between two temples,
was built in 1924, during the
national craze for all things
Egyptian that followed British
archaeologist Howard Carter’s
discovery of King Tut’s tomb in
the Valley of the Kings.
One would think from all
the Old Testament references
that there would be a lot of
our fellow MOTs in the state.
Not so; fewer than six thousand Jews call the state home,
and most of these live in Salt
Lake City, Park City, and Ogden. A total of five synagogues
serve them, including Ogden’s
Congregation Brith Sholem.
Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, Brith
Sholem was established in
1890 and is the oldest continuously operating synagogue in
the state, in a facility celebrating its centennial this year.
The Mormons, who predominate in the state, consider themselves our cousins,
descendants of the tribe of Menashe (not to be confused with
the B’nai Menashe, the people
in northeastern India who believe they are members of the
ancient lost tribe). According
to their sacred text, the Book
of Mormon, the prophet Lehi
led the tribe out of Jerusalem
around 600 BCE and sailed
to the Western Hemisphere.
Unfortunately, the “family ties”
haven’t necessarily translated
to good relations. Despite our
status as cousins, the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints considers all non-Mormons, including us, to be
“Gentiles.”
In 1860s Utah, this belief caused friction between

Saints (Church members)
and non-Mormons. Church
leaders believed that Gentiles
would weaken Mormon businesses, so in the late 1860s
they established a boycott of
non-Mormon business, and
instructed Saints to do all
their business through the
Zion’s Cooperative Mercantile Institution. The boycott
caused enough tension that
non-Mormons feared for their
safety. Jews, remembering
all too well their experiences
in Europe, fled yet again – to
Ogden and other Gentile cities.
The sanctions remained in
place until 1869, when the
transcontinental railroad and
the mining industry increased
the need for expanded commerce.
And then there was the
practice of posthumous
baptism. In 1992 researchers
discovered that the Church
had converted Holocaust
victim Anne Frank, among
other prominent Jews. While
the Mormons claim that their
practice is welcoming and inclusive, an act of love, a huge
outcry ensued. Considering
our history of being forcibly
converted while alive (see under Inquisition), that response
is understandable. After meetings between Mormon and
Jewish leaders, the Church
promised to stop the practice.
Despite all the sanctions on
doing business with Gentiles,
Brigham Young himself loaned
property to the Hebrew Benevolent Society for a cemetery in
1866.
Julius and Fannie Brooks
became Utah’s first Jewish
family in 1854, followed by
more German Jews. Eastern Europeans followed in
the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, fleeing the pogroms
and persecution of Eastern
Europe. Most came to establish businesses to serve the
growing community. By 1930,
100 Jewish-owned businesses
could be counted in Salt Lake
City.

Congregation Brith Sholem in Ogden, Utah
One of the more fascinating
aspects of Jewish history in
Utah was the back-to-the-land
movement. For five short years
in the early 20th century, 300
Jewish immigrants settled in
the town of Clarion, hoping
to establish a Jewish colony
through farming. Unfortunately, the soil was not amenable
to crop growth, and Clarion is
today a ghost town.

Despite their low numbers,
several Jews have reached
prominence in Utah public life.
These have included Senator
Simon Bamberger, the first
and only Jewish governor;
Salt Lake City mayor Louis
Marcus; Patrice Arent, the
highest-ranking woman in the
Utah legislature; and Representative David Litvack.

Dutch Oven Dinner
It never occurred to me that a state would have an official
cooking pot, but Utah does, and for good reason. Early
American pioneers took the heavy Dutch oven with them as
they forged westward and they used the versatile utensil to
bake, stew, fry, and roast – indoors and out.
Ingredients:
1 cup cornmeal
2 tsp. salt
1 tsp. black pepper
2 lbs. boneless beef chuck
roast, cubed
3 tbs. oil
3 cloves minced garlic
3 cups water
1 can petite diced tomatoes

1 can pinto beans
4 stalks celery, sliced
1 cup chopped onion
1 small turnip, diced
2 lg. potatoes, diced
1 bell pepper, diced
3 jalapeno peppers, diced
3 sweet peppers, diced
1 cup corn

Directions:
Coat cubed beef with cornmeal, salt & pepper mix.
Heat oil in Dutch oven and add beef and garlic. Stir until
browned.
Add water and simmer for 30 minutes.
Add tomatoes, beans. celery, onion, turnip, potatoes, and
peppers.
Cook approximately 1 hour until vegetables are tender.
Add corn, and cook another five minutes.
Serve with a crusty bread.

Carol Goodman Kaufman is a psychologist and author with a
passion for travel and food. She is currently at work on a food
history/cookbook, tracing the paths that some of our favorite
foods have taken from their origins to appear on dinner plates
and in cultural rites and artifacts around the world. She invites
readers to read her blog at carolgoodmankaufman.com and to
follow her on Twitter @goodmankaufman.
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Notte Italiano Prosecco, Italy
Bartenura Chianti, Italy
Teal Lake Cabernet/Merlot, Argentina
Barkan Classic Merlot, Israel

Barkan Classic Pinot Noir, Israel
Recanti Cabernet, Galilee
O’Dwyers Creek, New Zealand
Recanati Chardonnay, Galilee

spirited-wines.com

Jim Nejaime, Wine Merchant

444 Pittsfield Road, Lenox, MA 01240
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Calendar – Ongoing Events
Around the Community
Continuous – Chabad of the Berkshires
“Smile on Seniors,” or “S.O.S.,” volunteer
program to serve senior citizens in the
Berkshires. Information for families who
can benefit and volunteers: Rabbi Levi
Volovik at (413) 499-9899 or visit www.
jewishberkshires.com.
New England Holocaust Institute &
Museum – Artifacts from the collection of
founder Darrell English are now on view
at the Adams Free Library, 92 Park Street,
Adams, telephone (413) 743-8345. Mr.
English remains available to bring selections
from his collection of Holocaust artifacts to
presentations for organizations, schools,
and private functions. To schedule offsite
presentations, call Ed Udel at (413) 4468409.
Monthly – Ruthie’s Lunch Bunch meets
at Congregation Beth Israel, or a local
restaurant. Call for details. Congregation
Beth Israel, 53 Lois Street, North Adams.
Information: (413) 663-5830.
Monthly, fourth or fifth Sunday –
Volunteers from Congregation Beth Israel,
53 Lois Street, North Adams “Take and Eat”
program cook, package, and deliver hot
meals for all North Adams clients of “Meals
on Wheels.” Information: (413) 663-5830
or office@cbiweb.org.
Monthly – One Monday a month (date
varies according to length of book), the
CBI Book Discussion Group meets at Congregation Beth Israel at 7:00 a.m. Check
the CBI Newsletter for current books and
schedule. Information: Chaim Bronstein at
(917) 609-6732.
Sundays (second of each month) –
Berkshire Hills Society of Israeli Philatelists
meet. Discuss Israeli and American stamps.
Coffee and donuts. Information: Ed Helitzer,
(413) 447-7622, daytime.
Sundays, 10:30 a.m. (every seven
weeks) – Congregation Ahavath Sholom’s
“Bagels and Brainstorms.” Contact Guy
Pancer, GPancer2@sbcglobal.net or (860)
435-2821 for topic and location.
Sunday, 10:15 a.m. – Congregation
Ahavath Sholom’s Book Club. Next meeting
December 25. The book will be “The December Project” by Sara Davidson (Jewish
Book Award Finalist). The group will have
a potluck brunch at CAS (15 North Street,
Great Barrington) and anyone interested is
invited to attend. For further information,
please contact Diana Richter (drpajama1@
gmail.com).
Mondays (monthly) 5 to 7 p.m. – Discussion Communities at Hevreh presents
The Winter Film Series (Optional discussions follow film at 7 p.m.). On January
9: “A Walk on the Moon”, a 1999 drama
starring Diane Lane, Viggo Mortensen,
Liev Schreiber, Anna Paquin, and Tovah
Feldshuh. The movie was set against the
backdrop of the Woodstock festival of
1969 and the moon landing of that year,
in a Catskills bungalow colony. Upcoming
dates: February 6, March 6, and April 3.
Bring dinner, if you’d like.
Tuesdays, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. –
Torah Portion of the Week study group at
Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road, Pittsfield. Facilitator Myrna Hammerling guides the group
through the triennial cycle, year-round in
the KI Library. Newcomers always welcome
to this gathering of students of diverse
ages, backgrounds, and perspectives who
search together to deepen understanding
of our foundational text. Free. Information:
(413) 445-4872, ext. 16.
Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. – “Beginner
Hebrew” Learn to speak Hebrew from a
native Israeli with Esther Benari-Altmann
at Temple Anshe Amunim, 26 Broad Street,
Pittsfield. Open to the community at large.
Registration, full information: (413) 4425910, ext. 12, or eba@ansheamumim.org.
Tuesdays at 6:15 p.m. at Temple Anshe Amunim – “Reading Hebrew Through
the Siddur,” with Esther Benari-Altmann.
This course will improve fluency in reading

Hebrew. Special emphasis will be given
to words and prayers from the Siddur.
Knowledge of and comfort with Hebrew
letters (and vowels) is required. Open to
all members of the community; free for
TAA members, $50 fee for non-members.
Registration, full information: (413) 4425910, ext. 12, or eba@ansheamumim.org.
Wednesdays, from 10:30 to 11:30
a.m. – Hevreh of Southern Berkshire,
270 State Road, Great Barrington, offers
“an hour of morning stillness” with Nina
Lipkowitz, a certified Kripalu Yoga Teacher.
Donation of $10 is asked for from non-members. Information: (413) 528-6378.
Wednesdays at Knesset Israel, “Enhanced Prayer Class for Adults” 1011:30 a.m. – at 16 Colt Road, Pittsfield,
lower level chapel. What are we saying
when we read prayers at a service? How
does the siddur language connect with
my life today? How can I build my Hebrew
reading fluency and practice my reading
skills? How can I be more comfortable with
the language and process of prayer? Facilitated by Myrna Hammerling. Newcomers
always welcome. Information: (413) 4454872, ext. 16.
Alternate Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m.
– Explore the stories behind the story of
the weekly Torah portion at Torah and Tea,
at Chabad of the Berkshires, 450 South
Street, Pittsfield MA. Led by Sara Volovik,
the course is intended to outline a spiritual
road map for day to day life. Using the
weekly Torah portion as a starting point,
participants will learn from the Talmud,
Midrash, and Chasidic masters, as well as
from the insights of others in the class. The
course is free of charge, and no prior background in Hebrew or the subject matter is
necessary. Upcoming sessions: December
21 and January 4. For more information,
visit www.Jewishberkshires.com or call
(413) 499-9899.
Wednesdays at 6:15 p.m. – “Conversational Hebrew”. Practice speaking Hebrew
with native Israeli Esther Benari-Altmann,
Temple Anshe Amunim, 26 Broad Street,
Pittsfield. Open to the community at large.
Information and registration: (413) 4425910, ext. 12 or eba@ansheanumim.org.
Thursdays (fourth of each month) –
Hadassah Book Club. For times, locations
of meetings, and further information about
the books: Roz Kolodny at (413) 243-2077
or rozlk@yahoo.com.
Thursdays at 6:15 p.m. – “Conversational Hebrew,” with Esther Benari-Altmann.
Teens and adults join together with an
expert Israeli instructor to study Hebrew as
it is spoken in daily life. Topics will include:
weather, food, directions, shopping, restaurants, recipes and much more. The ability
to read Hebrew is required. Topics will include: weather, food, directions, shopping,
restaurants, recipes and much more. The
ability to read Hebrew is required. Tuition:
FREE for members, $100/non-members
(10 sessions). Temple Anshe Amunim, 26
Broad Street, Pittsfield. Information and
registration: (413) 442-5910, ext. 12 or
eba@ansheanumim.org.
Fridays, last of month, time varies
with candle lighting – Chabad of the
Berkshires’ “Friday Night Live,” traditional
Kabbalat Shabbat service. Information:
(413) 499-9899 or visit www.jewishberkshires.com.
Fridays, at 9:00 a.m. – Meditation with
Rabbi Rachel Barenblat in the Congregation
Beth Israel sanctuary, 53 Lois Street, North
Adams, overlooking the Berkshire mountains. Silence, chanting, and meditation
designed to help prepare for Shabbat. All
welcomed. Information: (413) 663-5830
and www.cbiweb.org.
Fridays, last of the month – The Berkshire Hills Hadassah Summer Book Club
discusses books with a Jewish theme. All
Hadassah members — and those wishing
to become members — are welcome to
join. For more information on time and

location, please contact Carol Goodman
Kaufman at ckaufman@hadassah.org.
Fridays, once a month at 5:30 p.m.
(followed by a family style Shabbat
dinner at 6:30 p.m.) – Knesset Israel, 16
Colt Road, Pittsfield. Shirei Shabbat (“Songs
of Shabbat”). Unique service combines
melodies from Carlebach, Debbie Friedman, and Camp Ramah to create a ruach
filled (“spirited”) family friendly experience.
Cost for dinner $18 per adult, $15 teens,
$50 family maximum. Dinner reservations
are due by the Monday before services.
Full information: (413) 445-4872, ext 10.
Next event: December 23 (Chanukah
celebration).
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m. – “Torah Plus:
Exploring Jewish Text and Culture.” Join
Rabbi Josh Breindel for a conversation
based on the texts of the Jewish people and
reflection on what it means to be Jewish. All
texts are offered in English. Temple Anshe
Amunim, 26 Broad Street, Pittsfield. Free.
Open to the public. Information (413) 4425910 or templeoffice@ansheamunim.org.
Saturday afternoons, approximately
20 minutes before sunset, through
Pesach – Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road,
Pittsfield. Talmud Study. Join Rabbi David
Weiner for ongoing study of Masechet
Rosh Hashana, which discusses the inner
workings of the Jewish calendar. Class is
suitable for novice and more experienced
students of Talmud. Full information and
detailed schedule: (413) 445-4872, ext. 10.
Saturday mornings, 9-10 a.m.,
through Memorial Day – Knesset Israel,
16 Colt Road, Pittsfield. Judith Weiner leads
an introduction to halakha – Jewish law
– through a guided exploration of recent
papers on relevant topics, including Rabbi
Danny Nevins, “Electricity and Shabbat,”
published by the Conservative Movement’s

Committee on Jewish Law and Standards.
Class meets when Hebrew School is in
session. (413) 445-4872, ext. 10.
Dates and Times TBD – Temple Anshe
Amunim, “Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class,” with
Esther Benari-Altmann. For people who
have always wanted to have a bar or bat
mitzvah ceremony but never had one; have
been looking for a nurturing and supportive
group with which to learn about Jewish
life and culture; Been looking forward to
deepening a connection to Judaism. Read
Hebrew, chant from the Torah, craft divrei
Torah (sermons), and much more. Information and registration: (413) 442-5910,
ext. 12 or eba@ansheanumim.org.

Knesset Israel
16 Colt Road,
Pittsfield
ONGOING MINYANS
Sunday
8:45 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Tuesday
7 p.m.
Friday
7 a.m. and 5:45 p.m.
Saturday 9:30 a.m. and evenings
approximately 30 minutes before sunset
CANDLE-LIGHTING
December 16......................4:03 p.m.
December 23......................4:06 p.m.
[See calendar at knessetisrael.org for
Chanukah lighting times, beginning
Dec. 24]
December 30......................4:11 p.m.
January 6...........................4:18 p.m.
January 13.........................4:26 p.m.
January 20.........................4:34 p.m.

We know why you’re here.
And we’re here for the same reasons.

The Berkshires.
More than a place.
It’s a way of life.
We get it.
It’s a set of values,
experiences and
qualities that shape
your life.
Your financial
advisors should
embody these same
attributes.
It’s why we’re here.
We’re here with you.
And for you..
To learn more, contact:
Gary Schiff, Managing Director
gschiff@octobermountainfa.com

103 West Park Street
Lee, MA 01238
T: (413) 243-4331
www.octobermountainfa.com
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Lodged In the Venice Ghetto on its Quincentennial
By Ruth Heuberger, Special to the BJV
After disembarking from
the vaporetto at the Church of
San Marcuola in Venice, my
husband Hans and I bumped
our wheeled suitcases across
the small stone bridge through
the shadowy sotto passagio under one of the unique
eight-story tenement “skyscrapers.” We looked about
bewilderedly. Our confusion
was apparent to a kindly local
resident, who led us through
the unbelievably narrow alley/
streets to the one and only hotel on the square of the Ghetto
Novo, the modest but comfortable Locanda del Ghetto.
One elegant house on
the square stood out. A large
plaque affixed to the front wall
honors the house’s owner, who
died in the roundup of World
War II. It is apparently still
owned by his descendants.
From our small balcony, we
watched the to and fro of families coming and going to synagogue on Shabbat, dressed
in their best. A discreet but
solid-looking structure in a
corner of the square houses armed Italian soldiers; it
seems to be part of the landscape and ignored, as lively
children play games, drink
from the central fountain, and
chase around the old wells.
Rosh Hashanah, we discovered, is a little more subdued.
Families, including lots of
grandmas and grandpas,
visitors, young couples, and
singles sit on stone benches
under scattered trees in the

square, chatting convivially.
Thanks to Napoleon’s ‘democratic’ impositions in countries he conquered, the Jewish
ghetto gates were removed
on July 12, 1797, and in this
square were jubilantly destroyed, ending the enclosure
of Jews in Venice. By knocking
down dilapidated structures
in the 20th century, the main
square of the ghetto had been
enlarged, making room for the
Old Age Home.
The contemporary Venetian
scholar and author, Riccardo
Calimani, explains in his comprehensive book, The Ghetto of
Venice, a commonly accepted
etymology for the word ‘ghetto.’ The word derived from the
foundry – ‘geto’ in the Venetian
dialect – which once stood on
the spot. The approximately
acre-and-a-half gated swampy
enclave was created and
named in 1516, though Jews
lived in Venice as early as the
10th century, as evidenced by
a recorded census.
At the height of its maritime wealth and power in the
16th century, patricians of the
Serenissima – “Most Serene
Republic of Venice” – attempted to control access to its
lucrative trades and commerce
by creating enclaves in the
city for all foreign residents
according to their origin. The
Jews of Venice were from geographical origins with different
languages, traditions, and rituals, but held shared religious
beliefs. They had the dubious

distinction of being
the only foreigners
confined to their
own quarter, with
posted guards
locking the sturdy
wooden gates
at midnight. A
Venetian Inquisition, comparatively more tolerant
than the Spanish
and Portuguese
ones, also existed.
Succeeding generations of Marrano
Jews (converts)
who came to
Venice fleeing the
Spanish Inquisition via numerous lands, were
subject to scrutiny
and suspicion by
local authorities.
They were often
uncertain themselves as to where
A narrow alley in the Venice ghetto
they belonged. The
number of inhabiand lend money by running
tants varied greatly according
pawnshops, a despised occuto the times and circumstancpation prohibited to Christians
es, from hundreds to many
by the ruling elite and aligned
thousands at their peak.
religious authorities. Conical
By virtue of renewable
yellow hats were mandated to
edicts, once the ghetto was
be worn by Jews to identify
established the Jews were
them when they circulated or
severely limited to a push-me/
worked outside of the ghetto
pull-you presence in the Reduring the day. Eventually,
public of Venice. Most self-ema limited number of doctors
ployed professions, trades,
were allowed to practice and
and ownership of property
selectively treat Christian
were forbidden; Jews were
patients.
permitted only to sell secThe “University of Jews,”
ond-hand goods and clothing
as the community was named,

was highly taxed in all
respects. And they certainly had their scoundrels, but produced,
quite incredibly, people
of enormous erudition.
As a rule, they valued
tradition, ethics, and
law, and supported
scholars and the impoverished and most vulnerable in their midst,
as well as maintaining
synagogues and houses
of learning.
Today, of course,
most of the 300 or so
Jews who live in Venice no longer live in
the essentially architecturally unchanged
ghetto, which remains
the vibrant center of
religious and cultural
life with its synagogues,
social centers, religious
schools, Jewish Museum, Holocaust memorial, old age home, and
kosher establishments.
We sampled the tempting
products of a bakery and
found the local specialties delicious, especially the stuffed
apple strudel with raisins and
mandel cookies! Small shops
sell artful glassware, modern
religious objects, and jewelry.
This year’s quincentennial
of the ghetto attracted many
visitors and tour groups to
its narrow streets as well as
a special exhibition in the
VENICE,
continued on next page
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VENICE, continued from previous page
countless palatial
rooms of the Ducal
Palace (which could
easily accommodate
several ghettos).
The exhibit featured
many maps, architectural features of
the Jewish ghetto,
and audio-visual
displays, one of
which excerpted
scenes from The
Merchant of Venice
by various national
theaters. There was,
however, relatively little personal
The Jewish old age home in Venice
or social history
on view. As Venice
but apparently well-used on Shabbat
was a renowned and highly developed
and holidays. Attendance at a synacenter for printing and publications
gogue service might have been obin the 16th and 17th centuries, most
tained from the local Jewish Informaimpressive to me was the quality of
tion Office, but was not encouraged.
books in Hebrew. A “textbook” for the
Chabad conducted their own well-atteaching of Hebrew to children looked
tended services in a small room on the
so fresh and contemporary that it was
square.
hard to believe it was printed in the
The day before Rosh Hashanah,
16th century. Luckily, some precious
if there was a long line to enter the
books escaped the public burning of
modest Jewish Museum, which largely
Torahs and Jewish religious texts in
exhibited familiar and precious arRome and St. Marks Square in Venice
tifacts of religious life, the thorough
ordered by Pope Julius III in 1553.
scrutiny of each person and their
Admittance to the modest Jewish
belongings, coupled with a relatively
Museum included a strictly enforced
tight interior space, accounted for it.
guided-only tour of three 16th century
We found time at the end to purchase
synagogues: the Scolo Grande Tedesan English translation of The Ghetto of
co, built by the German School; the
Venice in the well-stocked bookshop.
Scola Canton, built by French Jews;
Calimani concludes it with these lines:
and the Levantine Synagogue. Though
“The history of the Jews in Venice is a
evolved, adorned, and renovated over
long road traveled by a few thousand
time, much of the original structure,
people toward a goal of tolerance and
including crushed marble floors
emancipation. Shylock is gone forever.”
and wooden pews, were maintained.
Optimistic and hopeful.
Though beautifully appointed, the
exteriors were hard to distinguish from
Great Barrington resident Ruth Heuthe outside. In the tight ghetto, one
berger, along with husband Hans, were
hardly saw where one building ended
the founders and are active sponsors of
and another began.
the Y’DIYAH (learning) Fund managed
We passed the larger of two Spanby the Berkshire Taconic Community
ish synagogues, not open for visits,
Foundation.
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CULTURE AND ARTS

Shaping the Narrative
Susan Miller’s sculptural re-imagining of Scripture
“Carving is easy,” said Michelangelo. “You just go down
to the skin and stop.”
Well, maybe it’s not that
easy – as artist Susan Miller puts it, “marble carving
is an elemental combat.” A
successful exhibition of her
Bible-themed sculptures
wrapped up its five-month run
last fall at Miami Beach’s Jewish Museum of Florida-FIU,
and featured works she created while immersed in marble
carving from 1983 through
1990. While Miller – who
divides her time between the
Berkshires and South Florida
– now focuses her imagination on paintings that capture
musical ideas and feeling, her
earlier work continues to provide a singular take on Jewish
stories that remains fresh and
challenging.
Miller was approaching
mid-life when she started
carving marble. Discouraged
from pursuing an art career by
immigrant parents who wanted her to find a more reliable
profession, she nevertheless
followed her interests while
working as a speech therapist and raising a family. She
obtained a degree in Fine Art
Sculpture from Florida Atlantic University, but never really
connected to what modern

My Brother’s Keeper

sculptors were up to in the
1970s.
“In modern art, there is
a de-emphasis on skill,” she
explains, “and an emphasis
on found objects.” The goal of
her fellow students seemed to
be to create something “larger and faster.” She started
working in bronze, but found
out she didn’t like having
to give up her models to the
foundry to be cast. “I had to
have my fingers on the final
product,” she says. She found
her medium in marble and her
approach in the Italian way
of carving, and after obtaining her degree, she worked
for nine years in the Tuscan
town of Pietrasanta during the
summer months, mastering
her craft.
Strongly influenced by
feminism and a close reading
of the Torah with a women’s
study group, Miller says she
“began to think about women
in the Bible, how compared
to the men, they were more
‘alluded to.’” She began to
place herself within biblical
stories, musing how the men
and women might have felt.
“How did Hannah feel being
childless?” Miller wrote in an
artist’s statement for an earlier
museum show. “How did Leah
feel when she was rejected the

Moses

Susan Miller’s impressions of Holmes Road in Pittsfield
morning after her nuptials?
How did Lot’s wife, a woman
that was never named, feel as
she left Sodom?” Since there
was so little written description of their experiences, she
says, “my imagination took
off.”
Irvin Lippman, executive
director of Fort Lauderdale’s
Museum of Art, wrote the
following: “Reminiscent of the
modernists who came before
her…Susan Miller simplifies
the volume, experimenting and
reducing her subject into an

almost abstract form. However
the work is never so abstract
or esoteric that we lose the
strong shared purpose of
‘reading’ Genesis, Exodus, or
The Song of Songs.”
In later sculptures, she
explored the theme of Sodom. These works were “more
global,” she says. “Sodom is
comparable to the modern
situation – so much vice and
ungodly activity.”
Despite achieving success as a sculptor – she won
prizes at juried exhibitions
and national competitions,
and has five public art work
commissions on view in Florida – she stopped sculpting
in the 1990s, and pursued a

new career as a sign language
interpreter. While Michelangelo said, “It is well with me
only when I have a chisel in
my hand,” Miller now channels
her artistic gifts into creating
paintings inspired by her life
in the Berkshires.
A friend of Miller’s living in
Lanesborough is an accomplished amateur musician,
and after seeing her “working with a quartet of women
making music for their own
pleasure,” Miller says she
started creating oil and pastel
paintings in which she tries to
capture that feeling.
“The Berkshires influence
me with music, colors, foliage,
and intelligent conversation.”
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Affiliate with a Congregation.

You, the congregation, and the Jewish community benefit when you do.
• YOU GET the Jewish enrichment and spiritual nourishment you are seeking.
• YOU GET the rabbinical support you need
in times of joy and sorrow.
• YOU RECONNECT with your
community and your Jewish roots.
• YOU CAN PARTICIPATE in a variety of services,
classes, and programs that keep Judaism alive and flourishing in Berkshire
County.
• THE CONGREGATION IS THE INSTITUTION that has sustained the Jewish
people for two millenia throughout the world. Orthodox, Conservative, Reconstructionist, or Reform, the Jewish community wins when you join the congregation of your choice.

His desire is toward me

The Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
encourages you to affiliate.

