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We are almost there, 
but we need your help!
If you have not yet made your gift to the 2023  
Annual Campaign there is still time to do so.

Your gift will help us engage the next generation, support the  
elderly and vulnerable, and sustain Jewish life all year round.

Donate online at jewishberkshires.org 

THANK YOU FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE!

Celebrate Chanukah at The Mount’s 
NightWood
Shine A Light on Antisemitism: Dispel the 
Darkness
LENOX – On Sunday, December 10, from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m., join Federation in a 
community celebration of Chanukah at NightWood, an ethereal winter landscape 
of sound, light, and color on the grounds of Edith Wharton’s home, The Mount.

This event is part of our community commitment to Shine A Light on 
Antisemitism: Dispel the Darkness.

NightWood combines music, lighting effects, and theatrical elements in 
creating seven unique scenes evoking wonder, mysteries, and magic. Tour the 
grounds and then join together with community members from across the 
Berkshires for holiday festivities. 
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Musical Kabbalat Shabbat  
with Argentinian Duo Lerner  
& Moguilevsky
WILLIAMSTOWN – On Friday, 
December 1 from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., 
the Williams College Jewish Religious 
Center and Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires invite you to savor a special 
musical Kabbalat Shabbat with guest 
artists César Lerner and Marcelo 
Moguilevsky. For over 40 years, the 
duo has been creating their unique 
musical fusion of klezmer, tango, jazz, 
and South American folk music, and 
has performed in concert halls and at 
music festivals across the globe. 

The free performance at 6 p.m. will be followed by a student-prepared dinner 
($20 donation) at approximately 7 p.m. RSVP for non-students is required and 
can be made via Federation’s calendar of events at jewishberkshires.org.

Additional co-sponsors are DreamUp Events, the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation, and Mass Cultural Council.

Williams College Jewish Religious Center is at 24 Stetson Court in Williamstown.

About the Performers
Marcelo Moguilevsky is a multi-instrumentalist musician (clarinet, bass clar-

inet, soprano sax, recorder, harmonica, and piano); composer, singer, and teacher. 
Since 2011, he has been director of the 
Music Department of the National Fund 
and professor of Musical Language in 
Fine Arts of the UNLP.

César Lerner is an Argentinian 
composer, pianist, accordion player and 
percussionist. Internationally renowned, 
he has composed the music for some of 
the most successful films in Argentina. 
For over twenty years, he has been 
directing ‘Drum Circle,’ a platform for 
inclusion through music in areas of 
social services, art and education.
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Blue for Israel

Every Friday evening through the end of this year, lights 
at the front of Pittsfield City Hall will be illuminated in 
blue to represent the Berkshire community’s support for 
Israel. Said Mayor Linda M. Tyer of Pittsfield: “I am heart-
broken by the recent attacks in Israel and express my 
deepest condolences to all who lost loved ones. I stand with 
our Jewish friends and neighbors in Pittsfield and across 
the world in dispelling darkness and hatred against their 
community.” Federation extends its thanks to Mayor Tyer 
for Israel and this Jewish community. 

Marcelo Moguilevsky and César Lerner
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DROP OFF LOCATIONS:  

• Carr Hardware, Gt. Barrington 
• Carr Hardware, Lenox 
• Jewish Federation, Pittsfield 
• Carr Hardware, North Adams 
 

 

Thank you for your Support! 

 

Pajamas will be distributed 
to families across the 
Berkshires by the MA Dept 
of Children and Families.  

November 6 – December 3
 

 

 

 

Women’s Foundation 

 

The color photography in this issue of the Berkshire 
Jewish Voice is made possible through the generosity 
of Debra Chudnow and David Wise and Natalya and 
Sergey Yantovsky, honorary publishers. The staff of the 
Federation and the BJV are deeply grateful.

A publication of the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires, serving the Berkshires 
and surrounding NY, CT and VT

Join over 1,500 of the most creative, 
engaged, and active adults in the 
Berkshires (and beyond) for non-credit 
courses, events, and community. 
Online and in-person!

AT BERKSHIRE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

OSHER

LIFELONG

OSHER
LIFELONG
LEARNING
INSTITUTE

Learn more at berkshireolli.org 
or call 413-236-2190 

Winter classes begin January 22!
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RABBI REFLECTION

Jews All Over are Fighting this War with Our Spiritual Tools
By Rabbi Levi Volovik / Chabad of the Berkshires

commentary explains, the Torah begins with this very first verse to inform us 
that G-d Above, the Creator and Master of this world, apportioned the land as 
He wished, and he saw fit to give the Land of Israel as an eternal heritage to Am 
Yisrael. More so, Rashi states, this is our most potent answer to those who claim 
that we “occupied” the territory on our own.

The portion of Noach, speaks about the Great Flood that washed away all 
existence, except for those who were in the ark. Interestingly, the flood in Noach’s 
time was brought on because “the earth was filled with Chamas,” with violence, 
murder, promiscuity, immorality, and theft. And when G-d saw the evil interac-
tions that wayward mankind did not perceive as amoral corruption, their fate for 
destruction was sealed. Noach alone, the one righteous man in that generation, 
was commanded by G-d to build an ark – a home that would protect him and his 
family from the outside raging water. 

So what can we do? How fortunate are we that the Torah is our guide for a 
meaningful life, not only in tumultuous times but at all times. First and fore-
most, harmonious coexistence is the Torah way. Let’s remember that the limited 
population in the ark was diverse. Besides Noach and his family there was repre-
sentation by every living species created, the fierce and the tame, the strong and 
the weak. Surprisingly, all lived safely and peacefully in their tight quarters for 
a full year. If this was the behavior of the animals, how much more is expected 
of a people mandated with the mitzvah to love our fellow? Unity should be our 
constant natural state of existence. Sometimes, however, it is the danger that 
lurks from the outside that unifies us as a people, enabling us to counteract the 
surrounding turbulence, the negativity, the threats, and the demoralization, be it 
in the war zone or the home front. It is unity that helps us prevail as one people 
with one Torah, under one G-d, continuing to bring light to a dark, chaotic world. 

In addition, navigating safely through choppy waters enjoins us to build an ark 
– a home protected with Mezuzah and Holy Books, with Tefillin and the lighting of 
Shabbat candles. We are called upon to ensure our ark’s durability by fortifying 
it with the protective sealants of Torah study, heartfelt prayer, an extra chapter 
of Psalms, mitzvot, and good deeds – the energy of which is a strike against the 
enemy. Let’s strengthen G-d’s world by strengthening Torah values. We cannot all 
be on the frontlines to fight the physical war in Israel; but we are called to active 
duty by fighting this war with our spiritual tools. We are all called upon to open 
our minds to acceptance of others, to open our hearts with love and compassion 
for our brothers and sisters, to open our hands to grab another mitzvah, and 
to share our monetary blessings with those in need. Each one was created with 
unique G-d-given ability; now is the time to reveal it and answer the call of the 
hour. We may be standing on the sidelines, but we are equipped with the spiritual 
weaponry that will, with the help of the One Above, lead to victory. 

May G-d, the guardian of Israel, protect our soldiers on the front, and may 
they and all the hostages return home safely. May we on our part flood the world 
with the light of our positive deeds, with Ahavat Yisroel, with acts of goodness, 
kindness and holiness, and through our collective efforts, may we witness the 
final redemption with Moshiach’s imminent arrival! 

If anyone needs a mezuzah, a pair of Tefillin, Shabbat candles, or a Book of 
Psalms, Chabad of the Berkshires is here to help. We can guide you in how to do it 
and what to say. Of course, you are welcome to join us for a Torah class, or Shabbat 
services. And if you wish to contribute in any way to ease the pain of brothers and 
sisters in Israel, please contact us. We are in this together. Am Yisrael Chai!!

Rabbi Levi Volovik is co-director of Chabad of the Berkshires in Pittsfield.

Life is one big cruise, not 
always with smooth sailing. 
We sometimes find ourselves 
flooded with daily problems and 
challenges. As we ingest the 
news of the past few weeks, our 
daily problems take backstage 
to the indescribable murderous 
attack and the onslaught of 
terror that gushed forth a flood 
of unparalleled evil, threatening 
our very existence as a people. 
We share the pain, personally 
and collectively trying to navi-
gate through these very difficult 
and troubling days together. At 

this moment, we ask not why this horror happened, but what can we do? 
Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liadi taught that one must live with the times 

– namely, with the Torah portion of the week. If the relevance of the weekly 
portion is always apparent, the Torah portions Bereshit and Noach, with which 
we began our new Torah reading cycle, take on greater relevance in light of the 
savage Simchat Torah massacre that left the civilized world reeling with pain and 
anguish. With broken hearts we share the grief of families whose lives were shat-
tered, we share the suffering of those missing, those wounded, and those taken 
captive, and we stand in awe of the courage and self-sacrifice of our soldiers on 
the frontlines. May G-d protect them all.

Living with the weekly Torah portion clearly connects to current world events. 
At the very beginning, we are told that G-d created heaven and earth. As Rashi’s 

We are all called upon to open our minds  
to acceptance of others, to open our hearts 
with love and compassion for our brothers 

and sisters, to open our hands to grab 
another mitzvah, and to share our monetary 

blessings with those in need.
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IN MY VIEW

Ways We Can Navigate Through Our Heartbreak Together
By Dara Kaufman / Executive Director, Jewish Federation of the Berkshires 

October 7, 2023, is a day that will forever be seared into the collective psyche 
of the Jewish people. 

That morning my husband was awakened by a call from a close friend who 
lives in the Berkshires. Through tears, he shared what had happened in Israel, 
while we slept peacefully in our beds, unaware of how life as we knew it had 
changed. He asked if we could come to be with them. His brother-in-law had just 
texted them, “I am badly injured, the baby is dead, send help.” Then, all commu-
nication stopped.

We raced to their house to be with them and hold the space during excruci-
ating hours of the unknown. Then the news came. The attackers had shot through 
the safe room, wounding their brother-in-law and killing their baby niece. The 
attackers then set the house on fire, forcing my friend’s sister, her brother-in-law, 
and her two young nephews to flee, leaving behind 
their beloved baby girl.

Once outside, the terrorists executed the husband 
in front of his family, taking the wife and their two 
boys hostage. Before the attackers could get them out 
of Israel, they encountered Israeli troops, and despite 
being shot multiple times during the rescue, my 
friend’s sister and her two nephews are alive.

They have lost everything. A special fundraising 
effort is underway through tinyurl.com/18Cohen to 
provide direct support to our friends’ family. They will recover from the gunshot 
and shrapnel wounds, but they will never fully recover from the sheer brutality and 
trauma they have experienced. Neither will the thousands of people whose lives 
have been shattered because of this savage and unprovoked assault on Israel. 

This is the story I shared 
at our community vigil last 
month, where 500 community 
members stood in solidarity 
with our family and friends in 
Israel. But is just one of thou-
sands of stories of lives lost, 
loved ones wounded, and the 
still unwritten stories of over 
225 hostages currently held 
by Hamas terrorists.

The Jewish Federation 
system and the infrastruc-
tures we have in place locally, 
nationally, and internation-

ally, have allowed for a rapid response to support our brothers and sisters in 
Israel during this extraordinary time of need. 

In a sign of unity and support, major Jewish organizations, including the 
Union of Reform Judaism, United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism, Hillel 
International, the JCC Association of North America, and NCJW joined Federation 
communities across North America to raise over $638 million dollars to date 
through Jewish Federation of North America’s (JFNA) operation. Over $175 
million has already been allocated to organizations working on the ground in 
Israel. You can see a full list of organizations and the work they are doing by 
visiting our website: jewishberkshires.org/israel-crisis-2023 

The Berkshires has already raised over $250,000 with many community 
members sharing that they made additional donations directly to JFNA or 
through the Federation of their second communities. No matter the path, we are 
deeply grateful for this outpouring of support by our community. 

War is devastating. It can often feel like there is not much we can do from so 
far away but there are ways that you can continue to support and educate during 
this difficult time. 

Support your children and grandchildren on campus: Jewish students are 
struggling and they need support. My own daughter has had to have hard conversa-
tions with friends as she continues to learn and clarify her own feelings on this war. 
I share articles and help her think through her reactions and responses to ideas and 
information she is hearing and seeing around her. I shared a helpful resource from 
an organization called Boundless Israel (boundlessisrael.org) on how to respond to 
questions and disinformation about Israel. I also made sure she knows how to report 
antisemitic incidents and how important it is to actually report them. 

Hillel International (hillel.org/student-resources) has put together an excellent 
tool kit. They also offer a 24/7 hotline for mental health, helpful articles, resources 
on navigating social media, templates for writing to professors and campus leaders, 
and information on how to identify and report antisemitism on campus. 

On December 1, Federation, together with the Williams College Jewish 
Association and other co-sponsors, will host a Musical Kabbalat Shabbat and 
community dinner with Argentinian musicians Lerner & Moguilevsky. The broader 
Jewish community is invited. This is a great way to support the Jewish students at 
Williams. Space is limited and reservations are required – see page 1 for details. 

Reach Out to Elected Officials: JFNA has created an advocacy site that, with 
just one click, will allow you to create a custom message asking for support of 
Israel which, based on your ZIP code, will be sent to ALL of your local, state and 
federal elected officials. Officials at every level need to understand that no cause 
or conflict, even one as complex as the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, can justify 
the savage unprovoked attack of rape, torture, and burning of civilians and the 
taking of 200+ hostages, many of them children, women, and the elderly. Israel 
has a right to defend herself and needs US support. 

Remember the Hostages: As a public act of solidarity with the 224 hostages 
abducted by Hamas, Jewish Federations of North America and 50 partner organi-
zations have launched a global “Blue Ribbons for Israel” campaign asking people 
across the world to wear their support for these innocent victims on their shirts 
and display them on their social media platforms. Individual ribbons are available 
for pick up at Jewish Federation of the Berkshires offices. Visit blueribbonsforis-
rael.org for more info, social media posts, and additional ideas on how to raise 
awareness and support this effort.

Remain Vigilant and Report Antisemitism: As tensions escalate, communal 
safety is of utmost importance. Federation, with the generous support of former 
Pittsfield police chief Mike Wynn (retired), has arranged for every Berkshire 
congregation to receive a full security review. In addition, we have added a 
home page (jewishberkshires.org) graphic for you to easily access resources and 
reporting of antisemitism in our community. 

This past winter, Federation provided in-person training on countering active 
threats and we recently encouraged all in our community to participate in an 
online version offered by the Secure Community Network (SCN). More trainings, 
including Stop the Bleed are being planned. 

Continue to Reach Out to Friends and Family, in Israel and Locally: Last 
week I connected with Achiya Ben Ari Buganim, 
the Jewish Agency director of our Afula Gilboa 
partnership in Israel to see how she and our 
partnership friends are coping. Achiya shared 
how kibbutzim in the area have taken in fami-
lies who had to evacuate from the borders, 
many people are making meals for soldiers, 
others have volunteered for security patrols, 
and the Mishkan Art Museum Ein Harod is 
welcoming families and children for therapeutic 
artmaking while schools have been closed. 

Art students at Lenox Memorial Middle and High School have put their 
creative efforts into sending artwork with messages of support to Israeli peers, 
who have been participating with them in a cultural art exchange between the 
Mishkan Art Museum and the Clark Art Institute in Williamstown. 

At a recent Rabbis and Presidents meeting, Rabbi Jodie Gordon of Hevreh took 
on the task of coordinating with Achiya additional ways we as a community might 
support our partnership friends. Stay tuned for more information. 

Be in Community: Many people have found comfort and support by attending 
services and participating in the numerous programs and webinars offered 
through Federation and our Jewish community partners, all of whom are working 
hard to provide resources and keep you informed, connected, and supported 
during this challenging time. Check out our weekly newsletter or calendar for 
upcoming opportunities. 

I hope you will join us on Sunday, December 10 at The Mount for our 
Community Chanukah Celebration where we will also shine a light on antisemi-
tism. More details about this event can be found on the front page. 

There was a time before Oct. 7 and now we are in the time after. Everyone I 
speak to is hurting and grieving with a range of emotions. We are only human. 
The devastation we are witnessing on both sides as a result of Hamas’s brutal 
terrorist attack is heartbreaking and difficult to navigate. There really is no single 
message, ritual, or act that can bring calm or peace in this moment but I fervently 
believe that as individuals and as a community we can continue to find ways to 
bring hope and light during this dark and difficult time. 

Finally, I want to express my sincere gratitude to all who have reached out to 
me and my husband, Ofer, to personally inquire about our family in Israel and 
offer their prayers and support. The care and concern so many have shown us 
remind me how very blessed I am to be a part of the Berkshire Jewish commu-
nity. Am Yisrael Chai! 

Dara Kaufman is executive director of Jewish Federation of the Berkshires.

I fervently believe that as individuals 
and as a community we can continue 
to find ways to bring hope and light 
during this dark and difficult time
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A letter to my children before Shabbat
By Dasee Berkowitz 

October 27, 2023

Dear sweet children, 

“Don’t hesitate.”

I have been carrying these 
words, the title of a poem by Mary 
Oliver, with me all week.

We are entering the third week 
of the war. The third Shabbat from 
the massacre of October 7th.

When people ask us how I am, 
in their next breath they ask about 
you. How are the kids doing? 

And my standard answer is “we 
are navigating our way through 
this.” It seems so pat to say “we 
are okay.” 

What I have noticed the most in 
you this week is your awakening. 

Your awakening as Jews and as 
Israelis.

Your awakening to Jewish 
history and the big existential ques-
tions that we only partially answer 
through the decisions we make in 
how we choose to live our lives.

Your awakening to simple 
truths that give us strength.

Around a lively dinnertime conversation this week, Tamir asked whether it was 
better to ‘live’ or ‘live with a purpose.’ You ask these questions as you consider 
all of the sacrifices made to build our Jewish homeland, our choice to make this 
place our home, and the sacrifices yet to come. You also ask this as you get closer 
to the age of being drafted. 

Yael, your pride as an Israeli and a Zionist is being strengthened. And you are 
finding the words to express it. You see how dedicated, committed, and strong our 
army is and you are strengthened even more that we have friends like the United 
States government who will stand by our side. 

Shalva, you are asking the questions so suitable for a 10-year-old girl. “How 
did this all start? Why do they hate us? And why can’t there be peace?” While my 
impulse is to bring out charts, maps, and textbooks, I also know that with each 
stage in your development, I will be able to answer your questions with more 
nuance and sensitivity.

This is a time unlike any other we have experienced.
We are softer and kinder to each other.
We feel our purpose here more than ever. 
And that purpose is expressed through our commitment to community; to 

deep friendships; to Torah and spirituality; to building businesses and buildings; 
and all of the things that will keep the ‘homefront’ a place worthy of protecting. 

We offer help to those who are in our immediate circles.
And we offer help to those who are beyond our immediate circles as well – like 

when Abba and Tamir drove all the way to Neve Yaakaov to bring a home-cooked 
meal of Ethiopian food to an evacuee from the south staying on Mt. Scopus. This 
was a small chesed, a small gesture. One, like many that so many of our friends 
and community members are doing now. 

As we enter Shabbat, I want to ask you to share what gave you strength this 
past week.

Your Aunt Alisa, who came last Friday on her solidarity mission of one, gave 
me so much joy this week. And that gave me strength. 

I bless you that you also can open yourselves up to that experience of joy. 
Even though these days, joy may feel defiant.

Don’t Hesitate – by Mary Oliver

If you suddenly and unexpectedly feel joy,

don’t hesitate. Give in to it. There are plenty

of lives and whole towns destroyed or about

to be. We are not wise, and not very often

kind. And much can never be redeemed.

Still, life has some possibility left. Perhaps this

is its way of fighting back, that sometimes

something happens better than all the riches

or power in the world. It could be anything,

but very likely you notice it in the instant

when love begins. Anyway, that’s often the

case. Anyway, whatever it is, don’t be afraid

of its plenty. Joy is not made to be a crumb.

Shabbat Shalom sweet children,
Love,
Imma

Dasee Berkowitz lives with her family in Jerusalem.

GUEST ESSAY
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Lee, MA  01238
(413) 243-4331

www.octobermountainfa.com

October Mountain Financial Advisors is a d/b/a of St. Germain Investment Management with an office in Lee, MA.
*Trust and Banking Services provided by Lee Bank.

We know why you are here.
And we’re here for the same reasons.

More than a destination. It’s a way of life. From one 
season to the next, we understand.

It’s a set of experiences, qualities and values that 
fulfill.

We believe your financial advisors should embody 
these same attributes.

It’s why we’re here. We’re here with you. And for you.

A SEC Registered Investment Advisor

The Berkshires.

Portfolio Management ▪ Financial Planning ▪ Trust & Banking Services*
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Thank you to our supporters!
The Berkshire Jewish Voice extends a very special “thank you” for the
generosity extended by those who have sent in their contributions for 
voluntary subscriptions to the paper.

SEED WHAT YOU READ! BECOME A SUBSCRIBER TODAY!
Yes, I support the Berkshire Jewish Voice! Please accept my  
voluntary tax-deductible subscription contribution.

_____ $360 Mensch & Honorary Publisher 
(Supports color printing in one edition of the Voice)
_____ $180 Sponsor
_____ $72 Patron
_____ $36 Friend
_____ $18 Supporter    

Marion Adler
David and Kyneret Albert
Hildi Black
Sheila Donath
Ruth Lebovitz Markovits

Name to be listed: _________________________________________
p I wish to remain anonymous

Mail check payable to:
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
196 South Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201
(Please add Berkshire Jewish Voice  
in the memo)

Gerry and Bev Nacheman
Rosamond Rice
Deborah Roth
Bunny Silverstein

241 households that donated this year
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Do You Wordle? Living Jewish Digitally –  
Jewdle, Sefaria, and Social Media 

NIGHTWOOD, 
continued from page 1

On Thursday, November 30 at 7 p.m., we welcome 
Rabbi Alon Meltzer, director of programs at Shalom, a 
social educational not-for-profit in Sydney, Australia 
and associate rabbi at Mizrachi Synagogue. He will 
lead us on a deep dive into the history of Jewish 
texts, the conversations about them, the impacts of 
the technologies that governed their access, and the 
power of the words that enable the Jewish people to 
be the people of the book. Find out how electronic 
platforms like Sefaria are transforming Jewish study 
in “Do You Wordle? Living Jewish Digitally.”

This free program will be presented via Zoom. 
Please visit our calendar of events at jewishberk-
shires.org to register. 

Writes Rabbi Meltzer:

Every part of our lives is played out on the 
digital playing field, including our Jewish lives. 
Whether it’s learning, leisure or business, we 
have some digital connection. This session 
will explore the creation of Jewdle [a Jewish 
Wordle], the impacts of Sefaria [a digital library 
of fully searchable Jewish texts, categorized by 
topic with sections of interlinked text], and how 
social media spaces have even impacted the 
halachic process. 

Jewish engagement in the digital space finds its 
roots in the decision to write down the Mishnah 
following the destruction of the Second Temple 
and the advent and rise of Rabbinic Judaism. 
A millennia later with the invention of the 
European printing press, our Jewish texts are 
disseminated far and wide, and suddenly pagi-
nated and typeset in a way that would make 
referencing and cross-tabulation possible. 

This evolution saw the development of codifi-
cation, commentaries, and super-commentaries 
that eventually found their way into a beauti-
fully digitized web of interconnectedness that 
we know as Sefaria. At the same time as Sefaria 
was coming online, social media spaces for 
discussions about Jewish texts and ideas were 
gaining traction. These spaces allowed for the 
expansion of the Beit Midrash and the effective 
crowd-sourcing of textual ideas and ultimately 
halachic decision-making. 

Rabbi Alon Meltzer is from Auckland, New 
Zealand. He is a graduate of RIETS at Yeshiva 
University and holds undergraduate and postgraduate 
degrees from the University of Auckland and Bernard 
Revel Graduate School. He is completing a Ph.D. from 
LaTrobe University on ‘Digital Fidelity: how social 
media has impacted Modern Orthodox Jewry’s rela-
tionship to Halacha and their Rabbis’.

At 6:30 p.m., we will meet at the mansion’s fore-
court to kindle menorah lights marking the first 
night of Chanukah and celebrate with holiday songs, 
glow fun, chocolate gelt, and hot drinks. There will 
be fire pits and heaters to keep everyone toasty – be 
sure to arrive dressed for the weather, as all activi-
ties will be outdoors.

Members of the Berkshire Jewish Musicians 
Collective – Jonathan Denmark, Noah Cook-Dubin, 
Matt Mozian, and Colin Ovitsky – will be on hand to 
help kindle the lights of the menorah and lead us in a 
festive Chanukah singalong.

This special event is sponsored by the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires, PJ Library, and The 
Mount. The Mount is at 2 Plunkett Street in Lenox.

Tickets 
Federation group tickets, available for tours in 

four time slots, are $15 for adults and free for youth 
ages 18 and under. Tickets are limited and available 
on a first-come, first-served basis. 

To register, visit our calendar of events at jewish-
berkshires.org. Tours are self-guided and traverse 
approximately a ¾ mile route through woods and 
gardens. Pathways are through paved and unpaved 
areas and may be uneven. 

About NightWood
NightWood combines music, lighting, and theat-

rical elements to create unique scenes that evoke 
feelings of wonder, mystery, and magic. It was 
conceived by Chris Bocchiaro of Clerestory Light, in 
partnership with scenic designer Megan Kinneen and 
sound designer and composer Greg Hanson.

This is the fourth year of NightWood, a winter 
landscape inspired by The Mount’s unique archi-
tecture and history. Building upon last year’s 
captivating scenes, Bocchario has expanded the 
experience with revised soundscapes and four new 
installations.

NightWood will be on view through January 1. 
Visit edithwharton.org/calendar/nightwood/ for 
information.

Thank you volunteers  
Ellen Rosenblatt 

and the BJV delivery team,  
Roman Rozenblyum and others.
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Heirlooms Jewelry

Wearable history in 
Roman glass & silver.

Exquisite, affordable 
jewelry from Israel.

heirloomsjewelry.com
The Mews, 36 Main St., Stockbridge, MA n 413.298.4436

Radon Testing 
and Mitigation

NEHA & NRSB CERTIFIED

(413) 528-9700  

❑ COMPETITIVE PRICING
 ❑ PROMPT SERVICE
 ❑ FIVE-YEAR WARRANTY

✓
✓
 
 ✓

Experience the Berkshires’ 
Premier Wine, Spirits, 

Craft Beer & Cheese Shop

Experience the Berkshires’ Experience the Berkshires’ 
Premier Wine, Spirits, Premier Wine, Spirits, 

Craft Beer & Cheese ShopCraft Beer & Cheese Shop

Jim Nejaime, Wine Merchant

444 Pittsfield Road  
Lenox, MA 01240  

413.448.2274

Visit Visit SPIRITED-WINES.COMSPIRITED-WINES.COM  
for convenient orderingfor convenient ordering

Pickup, Delivery & Shipping or come in to our shop!Pickup, Delivery & Shipping or come in to our shop!

Visit Visit SPIRITED-WINES.COMSPIRITED-WINES.COM  
for convenient orderingfor convenient ordering

Pickup, Delivery & Shipping or come in to our shop!Pickup, Delivery & Shipping or come in to our shop!
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Legacy Giving: A Way of Leaving Something You Care About  
Better Than How You Found It

CREATE A JEWISH LEGACY

Since relocating to Great 
Barrington nearly 8 years 
ago, Larry Frankel and Elisa 
Schindler Frankel have done 
all that they can to answer for 
themselves our sage Hillel’s 
provocative question: “If not 
now, when?” 

Seemingly as soon as they 
introduced themselves to our 
community, the Frankels were 
entwined in the life of the Jewish 
Berkshires not only as leaders 
but also as cheerleaders for all we 
are trying to accomplish together. 
Larry and Elisa’s enthusiasm has 
lifted folks in so many ways and 
here are just a few.

Together for Federation, the 
Frankels served as chairs for Super Sunday, 
Annual Campaign, and our Major Donor 
Celebration, as well as serving on our board and 
on various committees. 

Elisa is the past president of Federation, 
taking over the role unexpectedly and providing 
vision and leadership as we expanded our 
programming, outreach to new residents, 
annual campaign goals, and workshop training 
that addresses antisemitism in local schools. 
Drawing on her past experience working in 
senior development positions with Jewish 
National Fund and other philanthropic organi-
zations, she served capably during challenges 
like the pandemic, the much-needed fundraising 
for Jews affected by the war in Ukraine, and the 
uptick in Jew hate that necessitated upgrades in 
security at our institutions.

Larry served as president of Hevreh of 
Southern Berkshire and as a driving force in its 
Creative Bet Midrash, which started as an outlet 
for self-expression and connection for artists, 
writers, musicians, and art lovers during the 
pandemic. Larry is an accomplished art photog-
rapher and his work has been on view at local 
galleries and on the cover of this newspaper.

Larry and Elisa acknowledge that their will-
ingness to serve grows from the ways they were 
brought up and the ways of giving back to the 
community modeled by their family members. 

And it was by looking back 
that the Frankels decided to 
make a meaningful commit-
ment to the Legacy Circle 
of Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires.

Says Elisa: “When I joined 
the board, I had coinci-
dentally just been googling 
my grandparents in New 
Hampshire. I found out that 
they had left a legacy gift 
we didn’t know about to 
their Federation, which has 
grown in the many years 
since they’ve been gone yet 
still appears in the New 
Hampshire chapter’s annual 
report. My grandparents, who 

were both lawyers, did that for the next gener-
ation in New Hampshire from their very small 
Jewish enclave in Manchester, where my mother 
and her sisters were born and raised. It was 
very inspiring to me that back then they felt an 
affinity for the Jewish Federation and saw the 
importance of leaving a legacy gift.” 

“My maternal grandfather and all my grand-
parents were very philanthropic,” remembers 
Larry, “and my maternal grandfather started 
Camp Sussex in New Jersey. It was for under-
privileged inner-city kids to spend two weeks, 
fully paid for, in the country. That inspired me. 
What I learned about legacy giving from that 
was that legacy is not about the present or the 
past, but it’s about using funds to advance 
and preserve future ethical and philanthropic 
endeavors. Legacy does not necessarily mean 
something financial. Elisa and I believe it’s about 
leaving something you care about better than 
how you found it. A legacy gift can be a donation 
flexible enough to be adapted to the future needs 
of the community and generations to come. If 
you think about it, that vision of the future and 
the necessity of acting upon it in the present are 
based upon Jewish ethical thinking.”

The Frankels say that legacy giving was 
not much on their radar until recently 
and suggested discussing the matter with 
one’s financial advisors or lawyers and with 

Federation’s executive director, Dara Kaufman. 
There are many ways to structure a legacy gift 
during the estate planning process, as well as 
choices about how to direct the funds that will 
be used by Federation in the future. 

As active as the Frankels have been, it seems 
like their enthusiasm keeps growing.

“From the beginning, when we came to our 
first major donors event,” says Elisa, “we were so 
impressed by what we learned about what this 
small, community-minded Federation does. If 
there wasn’t a Federation, what would happen? 
How would religious schools be funded? How 
would the kids go to Jewish summer camp? 
What kind of year-round programming would 
there be for all ages, from the littlest ones at PJ 
Library all the way up to the senior citizens? 
Basically, this Federation provides everything 
this community needs – emergency assistance, 
food cards, meals-on-wheels programs, and first-
rate programming with Jewish content.”

Elisa also cites Federation’s role as an advo-
cate for Israel during this trying time for the 
Jewish state and Jews around the world. She 
lost a cousin in the massacre at the Re’im Music 
Festival and says, “The way the vigil in Pittsfield 
for the victims and for Israel brought people 
together gave everyone a sense of community. It 
helped us start the healing process and bonding 
together. For the local community members 
whose immediate family was attacked, it was 
cathartic – they told me they felt an envelope of 
love, a big community hug. As for me, it was the 
first time I cried.”

“It dissipated the anger,” Larry adds, “and 
allowed me to grieve and cry.” 

Summing up, Larry says: “People choose 
to give their money to many different organi-
zations. In the Berkshires, for instance, a lot 
of people contribute to various cultural types 
of nonprofits. In reality, if any of these left the 
community, it wouldn’t really impact my life. 
If the Boston Symphony Orchestra decided to 
go to Springfield, I’d have to make a decision 
whether or not I want to drive 45 minutes. But 
if Federation leaves the community, that’s when 
I leave the community. Federation has a direct 
impact on my life.”

“Is there a future for the 
Jews of France?” – with 
historian Jane Gabin

On Monday, December 4, at 7 p.m., explore the 
prospects for Jewish continuity in France, home 
to the world’s third-largest Jewish population. 
Presenting “Is there a future for the Jews of France?” 
will be historian Jane Gabin.

This free program will be presented via Zoom. 
Please visit our calendar of events at jewishberk-
shires.org to register. 

After their liberation by Napoleon, French Jews 
thought “liberté, fraternité, égalité” included them, 
too,” writes Gabin. “The Occupation and collabo-
rationist activity proved otherwise. Today, there is 
renewed antisemitism that has several results. Some 
French Jews have made aliyah to Israel, while others 
are enjoying Jewish life in France. Today there is 
renewed antisemitism. My pictures reflect the change 
in conditions in France over the past 30 years

Jane S. Gabin received her Ph.D. from the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and has 
had a varied career that includes teaching, university 
admissions work, college counseling, and writing. 

She has written several academic works and one 
novel, The Paris Photo, which was inspired by her 
father’s Army experiences in World War II. She has 

taught at the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Duke 
University, is on the board of her synagogue and is a 
lifelong member of Hadassah.
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Paid advertisements  
do not necessarily represent the 

opinions of the Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires or its members.

CONFIDENCECONFIDENCE
Have recent market events left you uncertain 
about your future? Investing shouldn’t be  
so confusing.

We can help clear things up. We will address 
your short- and long-term strategies to find 
appropriate investment options for your 
unique needs.

Brian P. Astorino, CRPC®

Vice President
LPL Financial Advisor
(413) 236-4837
Allendale Shopping Center 
5 Cheshire Road, Ste. 26 • Pittsfield, MA 01201

Marissa Kirchner
LPL Financial Advisor
(413)749-8001
131 Ashland Street • North Adams, MA 01247

Michael B. DuPont
LPL Financial Advisor
(413) 236-4130
150 West Street • Pittsfield, MA 01201 

Michael A. Fazio, CFP®

Senior Vice President
LPL Financial Advisor
(413) 236-4835
150 West Street • Pittsfield, MA 01201

Not insured by NCUA or Any
Other Government Agency

Not Credit Union
Guaranteed

Not Credit Union
Deposits or Obligations

May Lose
Value

CRPC conferred by College for Financial Planning.
Securities and advisory services are offered through LPL Financial (LPL), a registered 
investment advisor and broker/dealer (member FINRA/SIPC). Insurance products are 
offered through LPL or its licensed affiliates. Greylock Federal Credit Union (GFCU) and 
Greylock Investment Group are not registered as a broker/dealer or investment advisor. 
Registered representatives of LPL offer products and services using Greylock Investment 
Group, and may also be employees of GFCU. These products and services are being offered 
through LPL or its affiliates, which are separate entities from and not affiliates of GFCU or 
Greylock Investment Group. Securities and insurance offered through LPL or its affiliates are:
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“Help! I Got My 
DNA Results and 
I’m Confused,” with 
genealogist Gil Bardige

On Thursday, December 11 at 7 p.m., genealo-
gist Gil Bardige will help you navigate some of the 
confusing information you may have received from 
Ancestry.com in a presentation titled “Help! I Got My 
DNA Results and I’m Confused.”

Writes Gil Bardige:

Did you get your autosomal DNA results from any 
or all of the 4 testing companies? Do you have 
tens of thousands of matches that they tell you 
are close relatives, only to find that they don’t 
share a surname or town in common? Confused? 
Frustrated? You are not alone.

So, take a deep breath and join us in under-
standing your results of ethnicity and matches; 
how to prioritize them, and reduce the thousands 
of matches to numbers you can research and 
maybe find keys to expanding your genealogy 
family tree.

This webinar is for beginners and others who are 
just stuck or don’t know what to do next. Maybe 
you need a restart? 

The Einstein Effect: 
How the World’s 
Favorite Genius  
Got Into Our Cars,  
Our Bathrooms, 
and Our Minds, with 
Benyamin Cohen

On Thursday, December 18 at 7 p.m., Federation 
welcomes author Benyamin Cohen, who will discuss 
his book, The Einstein Effect: How the World’s 
Favorite Genius Got Into Our Cars, Our Bathrooms, 
and Our Minds.

This Zoom program is part of “Jewish Literary 
Voices: A Federation Series in collaboration with The 
Jewish Book Council.” Register at the calendar of 
events at jewishberkshires.org.

Albert Einstein was the first modern-day celeb-
rity and, decades after his death, still has the 
world’s most recognizable face. His influence is seen 
in much of the technology we use every day: GPS, 
remote controls, weather forecasts, even toothpaste. 

But it’s not just his 
scientific discoveries 
that continue to shape 
our world. His legacy 
underpins the search 
for aliens, the rescue of 
refugees, the invention of 
time machines, and the 
debunking of fake news. 
He appears in new books, 
TV shows, and movies 
– and fans are paying 
millions for Einstein 
relics at auction.

Benyamin Cohen 
embarked on a global 
quest to unearth 

Einstein’s ongoing relevance today. Along the way, 
he met scientists and celebrities, spoke to dozens 
with the last name Einstein (including two rabbis), 
and even tracked down the brain of Einstein, stolen 
from his body during the autopsy. Cohen shows us 
the myriad ways the Nobel Prize winner’s influence is 
still with us, giving an in-depth – and often hilarious 
– look at the world’s favorite genius as you’ve never 
seen him before.

Benyamin Cohen manages the official social 
media accounts of Albert Einstein. He is the news 
director of The Forward and was the founding editor 
of both Jewsweek and American Jewish Life maga-
zine. He is the co-host of the That Jewish News Show 
podcast. Cohen is also the author of My Jesus Year: A 
Rabbi’s Son Wanders the Bible Belt in Search of His 
Own Faith, which was named one of the best books 
of the year by Publishers Weekly and for which he 
received the Georgia Author of the Year award. He is 
based in Morgantown, West Virginia, where he lives 
with his wife, three dogs, and a flock of chickens 
known as the Co-Hens.

Gil Bardige will share his processes and tech-
niques to prioritize matches to get organized and feel 
like you can accomplish something and know what 
to do next. In the end, you will be able to say, “Now I 
understand, I get it, I know what to do.”

Gil Bardige has been a genealogist for over 40 
years with more than 15 years of experience in DNA/
Genetic Genealogy.  He manages three Y-DNA proj-
ects at FamilyTreeDNA as a volunteer administrator 
and loves to help people manage their expectations 
and begin to remove confusion from the DNA results 
whether it’s Y-DNA, mtDNA, or Autosomal DNA.  He 
has spoken at dozens of international conferences and 
local events including the Jewish Genealogical Society 
of Greater Boston.

Your Federation Presents
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As of November 10, Jewish Federations of North 
America’s Israel Emergency Fund has surpassed 
$638 million, $175 million of which has already been 
allocated to the most pressing needs on the ground 
through 116 partner organizations and NGOs.

The most recent allocation update included signif-
icant investments in medical and mental health care.

All in all, some $10.6 million have gone to fill that 
need. Thus far, our funds have supported 22 tons 
of medical supplies and humanitarian aid used for 
emergency medical care. Nearly 2,100 victims have 
been treated, 1,000 of which were treated in the first 
10 days of the war.

Many mental health centers in Israel have been 
chronically under-resourced, but have seen demand 
surge since the attacks of October 7th. 

While Israel’s Ministry of Health is working to 
establish a longer-term systemic program for mental 
health and post-trauma care, in the meantime 
psychiatric hospitals have to cover more immediate 
activities, such as additional equipment and staffing 
costs for the professionals involved in the emergency 
response.

In addition to the medical and mental health 
portion, funds have gone to support the Fund for 
Victims of Terror, trauma relief, food aid, and volun-
teer efforts.

Here are just a few ways our funds are having 
significant impact on the ground:

•  The Fund for Victims of Terror has distrib-
uted 4,452 grants and is processing more

•  20,600 people gained access to safety through 
updating neglected communal bomb shelters 

•  More than 48,000 food packages delivered, 
including 2,600 food deliveries made to 
Holocaust survivors

•  Over 238,000 hot meals served to individuals 
in at risk communities.

•  Nearly 110,000 volunteers mobilized to fulfill 
medical and food insecurity needs in Israel

•  Over 2,000 caregivers participated in work-
shops to provide emotional support, practical 
tools to provide preventative care for the 
elderly in a war environment.

•  Nearly 300 counselors trained to provide 
emotional support

•  One hundred percent of all funds raised are 
making it into the hands of the organizations 
that can do the most good on the ground.

Organizations that have received funds include 
the Jewish Agency for Israel, JDC, World ORT, Israel 
Trauma Coalition, United Hatzalah, Magen David 
Adom, ZAKA, Chabad, and over a dozen hospitals 
and medical organizations.

With 200,000 Israelis displaced, the danger of 
a multi-front war, and the array of human and 
economic challenges growing by the day, Jewish 
Federations are expanding their support in line with 
the ever-developing needs.

Our community has given special focus to popu-
lations with additional needs such as the elderly and 
their caregivers, those with mental impairments, chil-
dren at risk, Russian-speakers, Amharic-speakers, 
lone soldiers, and Arab, Bedouin and Haredi groups 
affected by the horrors of the war.

We are grateful that the Union of Reform Judaism, 
United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism, Hillel 
International, the JCC Association of North America, 
National Council of Jewish Women, Network of 
Jewish Human Service Agencies, and Prizmah 

Jewish Federation leaders visit Ronen Gabay, a 
wounded October 7th hero and recipient of Jewish 
Agency Funds for Victims of Terror support. 
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Federations Surpass $638 million in Israel 
Emergency Fund, Allocate $175 million

have joined us in a unified campaign effort, and we 
welcome others to do so as well.

The fundraising campaign is only one part of how 
Jewish Federations are working to support Israel. We 
have also launched the largest community mobiliza-
tion effort to support Israel in our history.

Our #BlueRibbonsForIsrael Campaign has distrib-
uted hundreds of thousands of ribbons in support 
of the over 200 innocents still being held hostage by 
Hamas in Gaza. We have initiated a series of soli-
darity missions to Israel that will continue as a clear 
show of support over the coming weeks and months.

Across North America, Federations and Jewish 
Community Relations Councils are mobilizing from 
the local level all the way to Washington to drive 
home the importance of continued political backing 
for Israel in its fight against terror. Federations have 
helped organize over 120 community events, drawing 
hundreds of thousands of supporters and including 
leading political and civic leaders.

JDC Responds: Emergency in Israel
With the devastating October 7 massacres that 

killed 1,400 Israelis and injured thousands more, 
the country was plunged into war — and many 
of its most vulnerable citizens were thrust into a 
moment of greater need than ever before.

Many of the communities most directly 
impacted by the Oct. 7 massacres and the 
ongoing war with Hamas are also home to some of 
Israel’s neediest citizens. In the days, weeks, and 
months ahead, the challenges faced by the elderly, 
Israelis with disabilities, children and youth at 
risk, families in financial distress, and others will 
only grow. 

Through JDC’s established network of social 
service programs and centers across the country, 
it is responding to emergency needs and emerging 
and long-term social challenges to build a 
stronger future for Israel through. 

Life-saving social services for children and 
youth at risk, the elderly, and people with disabilities 
through more than 80 JDC-established programs for 
vulnerable people in the South of Israel and those 
displaced by the war, with expanded aid specific to 
emergency needs of these groups. 

Economic relief for Israelis in distress and 
small business owners in the South, including 
emergency financial support for families and 

young adults at risk; assistance to agricultural 
businesses to help them stay open and seed 
grants focusing on desert technology; aid for 
economic development during and after the war; 
and support to Israeli cities and villages with no 
other resources.

Psychosocial training for frontline 
responders, including teachers, nurses, social 
workers, and volunteers to meet the unprecedented 
needs of traumatized Israelis living under fire.

Homefront volunteerism, including training 
volunteers to serve as support corps to provide 
activities for evacuated or displaced children; 
distribute food, medicine, and comfort to the poor, 
elderly, and people with disabilities; cook and 
deliver meals for frontline responders; and identify 
and provide dignified burials for the dead.

Long-term rehabilitation of Israel’s South, 
including partnering with national and local 
government and NGOs to plan for and implement 
the rebuilding of social infrastructure in the South 
and communities hardest hit by the war.

This emergency response is made possible by 
special appeals of the Jewish Federations of North 
America and thousands of generous donors like you.

Donate now to support Israelis in the line of fire.

" We like your smile when we're done."Berkshire
ROOFING
413-298-1029
bgrco.net
Mike Linde

RESIDENTIAL 
ROOFING SPECIALIST
Written Estimates • Fully Insured
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World ORT’s Emergency Response in Israel

Wounded Festival Survivor Receives FVOT Support
Through The Jewish Agency’s Fund for Victims of Terror, Sela, who survived  

being shot four times by Hamas terrorists at the Nova Music Festival,  
is getting financial and emotional support as he recovers

On the morning of Saturday, 
October 7, Sela Maagan was enjoying 
the Nova Music Festival near Kibbutz 
Reim with thousands of others when 
the music stopped due to rockets being 
fired overhead from Gaza. Shortly after 
that, panic ensued when Hamas terror-
ists infiltrated the festival, mercilessly 
killing hundreds, injuring countless 
others, and kidnapping many Israelis 
to Gaza.

Sela, 23, is one of the lucky survi-
vors. A former combat soldier in 
Israel’s navy, he currently works in the 
Ashdod Port. He and three of his closest 
friends decided to attend the festival, 
not knowing the horror they would 
encounter there.

When the terrorists began their 
attack, Sela and many of the other festi-
valgoers began to run, seeking safety 
but not knowing where to turn. Some 
took refuge in a mobile shelter, thinking they would be protected there, but 
Sela, who was shot four times, decided to keep running.

All alone, not knowing where his friends were, Sela found a place to hide 
and called his sister, whose husband is a member of Israel’s security forces. His 
sister called anyone she thought could help him and told their parents what was 
happening, calling Sela back every 10 minutes. At home, his mother was deter-
mined that Sela would survive; she packed a bag with food and supplies and 
waited by the phone. Finally, the family got word that Sela had been rescued. 
His three friends, whom he’d known since childhood, were murdered.

Since arriving at the hospital, Sela has undergone multiple surgeries and 
there are more to come. Even injured, after sustaining shrapnel wounds and 
being hit by four bullets – two of which are still lodged in his body – Sela 

radiates strength and determination. He is 
already on his feet and determined to heal.

He knows he lost three of his best 
friends and that many of his comrades from 
the Israeli army have been called up for the 
reserves, and that they are going to fight. 
Despite the hell he has been through, he 
wants to get better, visit their base, raise 
their spirits and encourage them.

While in the hospital, Jewish Agency 
Director General and CEO Amira Ahronoviz 
paid Sela and his family a visit, bringing 
with her financial assistance dispersed 
through The Jewish Agency’s Fund for 
Victims of Terror (FVOT) and a message 
on behalf of the global Jewish people. The 
FVOT, often the first responder for fami-
lies and individuals impacted by terror, 
distributes immediate grants within 24-48 
hours of a direct attack, offering support for 
short-term needs and helping with long-
term rehabilitation and post-trauma care. 

The message Amira relayed was one of solidarity and love from Jews around 
the world who contribute to the Fund.

Sela is one of the many injured survivors who have a long road to recovery 
ahead of them. And we will be there, doing all we can for the survivors and 
their families, as well as for the families of the victims of those murdered at 
the festival and in the attacks on Kibbutz communities near the Gaza border.

The Fund for Victims of Terror is made possible by the generosity of the 
Jewish Federations of North America / United Israel Appeal, Keren Hayesod, 
foundations and donors worldwide and people like you. Our aid is critical for 
victims’ immediate well-being and long-term recovery and we are currently 
operating and supporting more victims on a wider scale than ever before. To 
donate directly to the fund, visit jafina.org/crisis-in-israel/.

Federation’s partner World ORT is playing a crit-
ical role in the response to the horrific terror attacks 
across Israel on October 7, determined to give chil-
dren in the country the opportunity to reach their full 
potential, despite the devastating consequences of 
the past three weeks.

ORT’s priority remains to help beneficiaries with 
educational and psychological support, to enable 
them to maintain their education in the face of great 
disruption to normal daily life, and to give them the 
best circumstances possible to focus on learning.

World ORT Kadima Mada, the operational arm in 
Israel, has begun to provide support and services to 
help students and staff deal with the trauma, grief 
and fear they are experiencing.

The ORT network has raised around $1.4 million 
so far, but estimates the immediate needs require a 
further $2.6 million of financial support right now. 
The current needs are as follows:

Mental Health Support
ORT evaluated the mental health and emotional 

needs of all students and teachers, from mild to 
severe. Students who have been identified as being in 
greater need are receiving one-on-one support from 
our counselors, social workers, and psychologists.

Staff members have access to psychologists for 
one-on-one and group sessions and ORT is facilitating 
sessions for staff and teachers, both at Kfar Silver and 

across Israel, to discuss coping methods on how to 
operate in times of stress and uncertainty. ORT also 
sent hundreds of staff members and teachers across 
Israel personal messages of support and care pack-
ages to maintain their resilience and motivation.

Educational Outreach, Distance Learning 
Services, Teacher Training

Kfar Silver was thankfully evacuated on the day 
of the attacks. ORT now supports the 1,100 students 
and staff displaced across Israel through the tran-
sition to online learning, providing laptops, tablets, 
and teacher training – and is extending educational 
resources to non-ORT students who have been 
displaced. ORT already provided Kadima 
Mada laptops to students in Kiryat Yam and 
will distribute dozens more new laptops to 
additional students.

ORT also provided training for more than 
130 teachers and instructors on effective 
online instruction. Teachers are also being 
given STEAM activities to use with students.

Community Outreach and Engagement
ORT staff is teaching in 14 schools  

across seven cities and has facilitated 65 
workshops that have engaged approximately 
2,000 children. 

Support for Staff and Students  
Directly Impacted

ORT is providing aid to its students and staff 
directly impacted due to the loss of a family 
member, a parent who is currently serving in 
the IDF, or having had to evacuate their home. 
We are providing 40 students and staff with 
food, medication, clothing, towels, first aid kits, 
cell phone chargers, and other basic necessities.

Ongoing Needs
Longer-term needs are expected to include:

• One-on-one and group sessions with psy-
chologists and therapeutic workshops for 
students and staff

• Training sessions in online learning and 
mental health support for staff

• Care packages for staff

• Laptops, tablets and online learning facilities 
for students, particularly those who have 
been evacuated

• Educational LEGO sets

• Running costs and equipment for online 
STEAM workshops

• Financial aid and necessities for families 
affected by bereavement, kidnapping, or a 
breadwinner serving in the IDF

• Funds for transportation in the event of the 
necessity for further evacuation

• Reinforcement of security at Kfar Silver, 
including replacement of fencing, installation 
of lighting and closed-circuit cameras

Sela in the hospital with his mother, Sigal, and sister, Shaked,  
at his side 
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Your Federation Presents
Le’Hitraot to Our Kosher Kitchen 

Stalwart, Cindy Bell-Deane
By Albert Stern / BJV Editor

“Countdown stuff is crazy,” said Cindy Bell-Deane just weeks before her 
November 16 retirement date. After helming Federation’s kosher kitchen for 25 
years and cooking thousands of meals for our community, as she wound up her 
tenure, Cindy took a moment to smell the roses: “Every day here is now very 
unique.”

I asked Cindy to share a few thoughts about her experience feeding this 
community and the legacy she leaves behind. Here are excerpts from our 
conversation.

I have to tell you, it’s difficult to interview someone with whom you’ve shared so 
many conversations about so many subjects. Plus, it’s going to be hard to write a 
story after another writer, the guy from the Berkshire Eagle, did such a good job. 
But here we go – what has been the most meaningful part of your work?

I think bringing varied kosher food. We don’t do what this program started out 
as. This program truly was kind of meat-and-potatoes, very traditional, semi-
boring, and we don’t do that anymore. This is not your mother’s or father’s kosher 
lunch program.

Where were you at as a cook when you first started? What kind of food were you 
accustomed to preparing?

I’ve always been a bit adventurous and varied in my food tastes. However, 
what you do at home and what you do on a bigger scale isn’t necessarily the same 
thing. I have brought a lot of my enjoyment of Asian food and Middle Eastern food 
and Greek food to the program over the years, and the program has brought me 
to much more Sephardic and wide-flung Jewish community food. 

There’s also a bit more of a consciousness in the Jewish culinary community about 
the idea of pan-Jewish-diaspora nature of Jewish food. It’s not just cholents and 
mandelbrot anymore.

We grew up in a timeframe when Ashkenazic foods were central to so much of 
what we did, which excluded so many other cultures and so many other Jewish 
cultures that are around the world. I have learned about Jewish communities 
– there are a lot of Syrian Jews and Algerian Jews and Italian Jews. We’re omni-
present in almost every culture. It’s kind of eye-opening and amazing. Like you 
said, you grew up on the matza ball and chicken soup, and in my case, stuffed 
veal breast.

I love stuffed veal breast.

There is one dish I no longer make at all – traditional Italian style veal and 
peppers, because that’s what I was making on 9/11.

What is your favorite meal that you cook for yourself if you’re cooking for yourself to 
please yourself?

My favorite meal is still one of the fussiest meals I make for the Senior Lunch 
Program, and that is oven-roasted root vegetable pizzas. I still do that at home. 
Roasting beets and carrots and parsnips and onions and then pizza. I’ve done 
it on a homemade cauliflower crust. When I have friends who are gluten-free 
visiting, it’s always a hit. It’s always delicious. And it’s my own recipe, period.

I like simple food. It has to be precise. It has to be neat. It has to be clean. It 
has to be composed. I try to make sure things are color-coordinated so that you 
don’t end up with all tan-colored food. I try to pay attention to the aesthetics of 
food. When you’re plating something on a white plate, there’s the green, there’s 
the orange, there’s the tan, there’s the purple. The color palette needs to be 
part of what you look at, and that’s where the art history major stuff comes in, 
because I am an art history major.

What advice have you given Susan Levine, your successor? Obviously a lot of 
pointers, but philosophically, what have you told her that will allow her to connect 
to this community and to the very meaningful work that you have done? Feeding 
people is essential.

She’s got the food stuff. She is undoubtedly a wonderful cook and a wonderful 
chef. She needs to work on quantity and that’ll come once she knows about esti-
mating, how much to buy. She will figure out what works and doesn’t work for 
herself. I gave her a binder that I updated, and there are recipes there that are 
kind of interesting or unique. Most of them we’ve tried at least once. Usually, 
if I have a recipe I don’t find as successful because it’s too complicated or too 
time-consuming or didn’t end up tasting like anticipated, they go in the trash 
almost immediately. I’ve reminded her, have fun. The cooking part is have fun, 
enjoy yourself. Pie in the sky. Plan what you want. She’s done her first round of 
recipe planning. Her recipes certainly indicate who she is. 

Will people miss me? I hope so.

I’ll miss you. You were always very nice to me, reminding me about Meatloaf 
Monday and all.

My mother used to call me the Pittsfield version of a Sabra. Kind of a little 
rough around the edges, but soft mush, you know?

carrhardware.com

Experience Matters.
Trusted Brands.

547 North Street
413.443.5611

489 Pittsfield Road
413.442.0983

179 State Road
413.663.6600

256 Main Street
413.528.4520

Local Business, Local Focus since 1928.

Lee 
221 Main Street

413.243.0786

Pittsfield Lenox
North 
Adams

Great 
Barrington

BerkshireMontessori.org

Toddler through 8th grade

Learning
what matters

Apply now for
fall 2024!



Kosher lunch stalwarts Bob (z”l) 
and Elaine Shindler

Cindy with her predecessor, 
Judy Soicher

“Cooking demands attention, 
patience, and above all, a respect for 
the gifts of the earth. It is a form of 
worship, a way of giving thanks.”

– Judith B. Jones

Cindy at her 15th anniversary 
celebration in 2013

Cindy’s right-
hand man, Eddie 
Skoletsky (z”l)
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Your Federation Presents
Thanks for All the Delicious Meals and  

Best Wishes for a Joyful Retirement

BUILDERS OF MOMENTS LIKE THIS.
At Wingate Living, our world-class residences are built to elevate 
everyday life and make you feel right at home – without any of the stress 
of maintaining a home. And if your needs change, we’re here for you every 
step of the way. See what the good life looks like. Schedule a visit and 
you’ll discover all we have to offer.

wingateliving.com
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77 - 99 South Canaan Road | North Canaan CT 06018 | www.geercares.org | 860.824.2600

At Geer Village, our rates are all inclusive and affordable. Call 860.824.2625 to schedule your in-person or virtual tour.

It’s never too early to START
PLANNING for your best senior living.
Don’t struggle with aging at home and the isolation and challenges it can bring. Life at Geer Village means 

less stress on you and your family, and more chances to live life with renewed energy and purpose!

Benefits of planning:

• Make an informed and confident decision—you are ready when the time comes.

• Avoid the stressful search for care when an emergency arises.

• You have the peace of mind knowing there’s a secure plan in place.

We believe in supporting seniors throughout all stages of life. Contact us today to learn more.

Scan code to 
learn more
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Supporting Israel Through Strength, Solidarity, and Songs of Peace
On October 11, approximately 500 people filled Pittsfield’s Park Square in a show of support for Israel in the wake of the Oct. 7 
attack on the Jewish state and its people. Those attending the “Community Vigil for Israel: Solidarity Through Prayer and Song” 
heard expressions of sorrow and hope from Federation’s Dara Kaufman and local clergy, and shared the heaviness in our hearts and 
demonstrated our resolve for the future in a sea of Israeli flags waved proudly and signs that read simply, “I Stand With Israel.”

PHOTOS BY JULIA KAPLAN AND BJV STAFF
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A Sukkot Pumpkin Fest on a  
Gourd-eous Autumn Afternoon

By Molly Meador / Coordinator of Volunteers and PJ Library

Fourteen families joined together for a Sukkot Pumpkin Fest celebration at 
Whitney’s Farm in Cheshire on Sunday, October 15.

Kiddos of all ages, from 2-13, plus parents and grandparents! made edible 
sukkahs out of candy, graham crackers and more, and then got to enjoy all the 
farm has to offer – pumpkin patch, hayride, inflatable slide, and lots more fun. 

A new feature of PJ events, our book swap, was a hit as well. Families brought 
books they have outgrown and picked up a few new books that they hadn’t 
received. It’s always fun to hear about each child’s favorite PJ book and to discover 
new ones- some even new to me!

Blue Ribbons for  
the Hostages
Get Yours at Federation Offices

As a public act of solidarity with the 224 hostages abducted 
by Hamas during its barbaric raid into Israel on Oct. 7, the 
Jewish Federations of North America and 50 partner orga-
nizations have launched a global “Blue Ribbons for Israel” 
campaign, asking people across the world to wear their support 
for these innocent victims on their shirts and display them on 
their social media platforms.

“The fear and pain of those held hostage by this brutal terrorist 
group is unimaginable, and their families are in anguish,” said 
Andy Hochberg, Chair of the Domestic Policy & Government 
Affairs Committee for Jewish Federations of North America. “That 
is why it is so important to ensure these people are not forgotten, 
to reaffirm our community’s solidarity, and to express our support 
for whatever it takes to bring them home.”

An incredible array of organizations have partnered to 
spread the word, including: Jewish National Fund, AIPAC, Hillel 
International, Combat Antisemitism Movement, Foundation for 
Jewish Camp, NJHSA, Orthodox Union, United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism, National Black Empowerment Council, 
Prizmah, Israel Policy Forum, JCC Association of North America, 
and National Council of Jewish Women.

Individual ribbons are available for pick up at Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires in Pittsfield, or you can order larger 
quantities online at blueribbonsforisrael.org.
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HappyHappy
ChanukahChanukah

PRICES EFFECTIVE NOVEMBER 16 - DECEMBER 13, 2023

Chag Chanukah Chag Chanukah 
Sameach !Sameach !

Warm Wishes Bouquet
A soft, charming floral bouquet 
which exudes warmth and light 
in celebration of the season. 12129999

Empire Empire 
TurkeyTurkey
FrozenFrozen

339999
lblb

Culinary Tours 
Havarti

or Dill Havarti, 8 oz 

339999

Scan 
here for 

Chanukah 
items and 

recipes.

Kedem Sparkling 
Juice
25.4 oz,  
All Varieties or
Food Club
Honey Bear
12 oz

339999

Washington State 
Royal Gala 

Apples 

116969
lblb

Norm's Naked Scottish 
Smoked Salmon

or Acme Smoked Salmon, 
4 oz, Previously Frozen

Made with Premium Atlantic 
Salmon, this salmon has a buttery 

delicate texture.

779999
Temp Tee 
Whipped 

Cream Cheese
6 oz

339999

Gold's 
Horse Radish
6 oz

119999

Rokeach 
or Promised Land 

Chanukah Candles
44 Count 

9999¢¢

Manischewitz 
Egg Noodles
12 oz or Tabatchnick Broth, 
32 oz, All Varieties

22
FORFOR

$$66
Manischewitz 

Chocolate Coins
.53 to .63 oz, 
All Varieties

33
FORFOR

$$11
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Ignite the Giant 
Menorah of 
Freedom! 
Chanukah with 
Chabad of the 
Berkshires
LENOX – In an act of solidarity for 
the victims and hostages in Israel the 
community is invited to join Chabad 
of the Berkshires on the first night 
of Chanukah for a joyous outdoor 
menorah lighting and celebration. 
This event will take place Thursday, 
December 7 at 5 p.m. at Lilac Park in 
downtown Lenox.

“The menorah lighting event will 
be filled with music, singing, and a 
vibrant atmosphere,” says Rabbi Levi 
Volovik, co-director of Chabad of the 
Berkshires. “As darkness descends in 
this world, the giant menorah will be 
an illuminating symbol of the light over 
that darkness, a symbol of the enduring 
spirit of the Jewish people. Together we 
will ignite the first candle and kindle the 
spirit of unity and hope.”

The giant menorah of freedom will 
be kindled by friends and families who 
personally experienced profound loss 
during the October 7 massacre in Israel. 

In addition to the menorah lighting, 
all will be treated to hot latkes 
and donuts adding to the festive 
atmosphere.

Recent events in the Middle East 
have underscored the need for peace 
and healing of the spirit by all nations. 
“By coming together and lighting the 
Menorah, which has eight branches 
out of one shaft, we want to emphasize 
the fundamental unity and good-
ness is inherent in the world,” said 
Rabbi Volovik. “Many people light 
the menorah in their home. We will 
assemble in Lilac Park to light a public 
menorah to tell all people that the 
lesson of Chanukah is universal.”

In its Chanukah outreach 
campaign, Chabad of the Berkshires 
joins thousands of Chabad centers 
across the globe that are staging 
similar public displays of the menorah 
and its symbolic lights. From Australia 
to Africa, Columbia to Hong Kong, New 
York City’s Ground Zero to the White 
House lawn, hundreds of thousands 
will experience the joy of Chanukah 
with Chabad.

Special Chanukah Dinner
PITTSFIELD – On Friday, December 8, 
experience unity, camaraderie, and the 
incredible spirit of a special Chanukah 
Shabbat dinner at Chabad of the 
Berkshires, which co-director Sara 
Volovik promises to be “an unforget-
table evening with joyous singing and a 
delicious Chanukah Shabbat dinner.” 
Kabbalat Shabbat will begin at 5 p.m., 
with dinner at 5:30 p.m. RSVP at 
Jewishberkshires.com. 

Chabad of the Berkshires is at 450 
South Street in Pittsfield.

Women’s Chanukah Celebration
On Monday, December 11, Chabad 

of the Berkshires will be hosting 
an exclusive Women’s Chanukah 
Celebration at a private home. Join 
in for a gourmet luncheon featuring 
Chanukah delicacies, kindling of the 
menorah, and an incredible Chanukah 
filled joyous afternoon.

Please call Sara Volovik at (413) 
499-9899 or email jewishberkshires@
gmail.com for more information.

CAS has New 
Holiday Tradition 
of Feeding Those 
in Need
GREAT BARRINGTON – For the second 
year during High Holy Day Services, 
Congregation Ahavath Sholom collected 
nonperishable items as a donation to 
the Great Barrington People’s Pantry. 
Organized by Susan Weinstein and 
Alison Adams-Weinberg, blue shop-
ping bags donated by the Salisbury 
Bank were filled with over 400 food 
and miscellaneous items and deliv-
ered to the pantry, where they were 
greeted with great appreciation and a 
spontaneous chorus of “Dayenu.” The 
congregation plans to continue its food 
drive through the winter. For more 
information, visit ahavathsholom.com.

Knesset Israel 
Announces 
Changes 
in Families 
and Children 
Programming
PITTSFIELD – Knesset Israel is excited 
to announce two major changes in its 
programming for families and children. 

First, Hebrew School tuition is now 
included as a benefit of synagogue 
membership. This initiative was one of 
the outcomes of Knesset Israel’s stra-
tegic planning committee’s work in the 
area of education and family develop-
ment. This change advances Knesset 
Israel’s core mission – to prepare chil-
dren to become the next generation 
of knowledgeable Jewish communal 
leaders in the Berkshires and beyond 
– while being maximally inclusive of all 
potential students and families. Since 
the policy change, KI has incorporated 
five new families into the congregation 
and the school program.

Simultaneously, Knesset Israel and 
Temple Anshe Amunim have resumed 
cooperation in delivering Jewish educa-
tion programming. Hebrew School on 
Shabbat mornings and Wednesday 
afternoons include students from both 
congregations, with time reserved for 
programming specific to each commu-
nity. Teachers from both communities 
serve on the faculty. KI’s Families 
Together, generously funded by the 
Harold Grinspoon Foundation to offer 
exciting programs for the whole family 
linking themes of the Jewish holidays 
and lifecycle with contemporary social 
issues, now also welcomes current 
and prospective families from both 
congregations. 

The Hebrew School welcomes 
students from preschool through 12th 
grade to dynamic classes where they 
learn Hebrew, Torah, Jewish studies, 

history, and culture. The school prides 
itself on its intimate classes and 
extraordinary, experienced faculty. 
In addition to teaching skills for 
meaningful Jewish living, the school 
incorporates a ‘hidden curriculum’ that 
helps students learn to prioritize their 
own involvement in Jewish commu-
nity life. Knesset Israel is committed 
to ensuring the accessibility of its 
programming to families of diverse 
backgrounds seeking Jewish education 
– including single-parent and blended 
families, LGBTQ parents and students, 
people with special needs, Jews of 
Color, and interfaith families.

Knesset Israel is excited to continue 
its meaningful work with a flourishing 
and vibrant Hebrew School for children, 
ages preschool to Bar/Bat/Brit Mitzvah 
and beyond. To start the enrollment 
process or for general information 
about the Hebrew School and Families 
Together, please contact KI Director of 
Lifelong Learning, Rabbi Becca Walker, 
rabbib@knessetisrael.org.

Energizing 
Chanukah 
Celebration 
and Much More 
Family Fun at KI
PITTSFIELD – On Friday, December 8, 
join friends and the Knesset Israel 
Band for a fun Friday evening service 
at Knesset Israel that promises to 
be lively, engaging, and wonderfully 
participatory, setting the festive tone 
for Chanukah.

After the 5:45 p.m. service, savor 
a kosher Shabbat dinner to celebrate 
this joyous occasion at 6:45 p.m. 
Dinner tickets are available for $20 
with special pricing for kids.

For more information and to RSVP, 
please visit knessetisrael.org/RSVP.

Tot Shabbat at Knesset Israel
On Saturday December 9 at 

10 a.m., Knesset Israel is thrilled to 

invite families to Tot Shabbat with 
Mike Duffy, a dedicated song leader 
and Jewish educator. This event prom-
ises singing and a fun way to welcome 
Shabbat for children in grades K-1 
and younger, along with their parents, 
grandparents, or guardians.

All are welcome to join; members and 
non-members alike! KI looks forward to 
celebrating Shabbat with you!

Families Together Program
On Sunday, December 17 from  

10 a.m. to noon, Knesset Israel 
is proud to continue its tradition 
of supporting the Adopt-a-Family 
program. Members come together to 
collect and purchase gifts for those in 
need, spreading holiday cheer.

Families Together will gather for 
brunch, craft projects, and gift-wrap-
ping. Parents can participate in a 
special discussion. To find more infor-
mation and register for this event at 
knessetisrael.org/RSVP

All are welcome to all of these 
events at Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road 
in Pittsfield.

Chanukah in 
North County, 
with Congregation 
Beth Israel of  
the Berkshires
NORTH ADAMS – Join Congregation 
Beth Israel of the Berkshires in gath-
ering as a community for various 
Shabbat and holiday celebrations that 
bring together affiliated and inde-
pendent families for connection and 
learning. 

Here’s what CBI plans for Chanukah.

Friday Evening Shabbat Zoom 
Gathering — Friday, December 8 
at 7:30 p.m. Stay connected with 
CBI friends and neighbors, or meet 
new ones, as we gather together 

CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL,
continued on page 16

VOLUNTEERS
ARE VITAL!

LOCAL NEWS
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around the Zoom table to celebrate 
Chanukah, Shabbat, light candles, 
and bless the wine and challah. RSVP 
online at cbiberkshires.com/event/
first-friday-zoom-dec-2023.

Chanukah Bonfire and Songfest 
— Monday, December 11 at 5:30 p.m. 
at CBI. Everyone of all ages is welcome 
to join for CBI’s annual Chanukah 
bonfire! Sing Chanukah songs around 
the bonfire, play with dreidels, drink 
hot apple cider, and enjoy homemade 
donuts and latkes. This event will be 
both indoors and outdoors — please 
dress warmly and bring a camp chair 
if you have one. Please RSVP online 
at cbiberkshires.com/event/chanu-
kah-bonfire-2023 if you plan to attend 
so they can prepare enough food.

CBI is at 53 Lois Street in North 
Adams. Check out the website cbib-
erkshires.com for a listing of all 
scheduled services.

Jewish Journeys &  
Nefesh Family Programs

These gatherings take place at CBI 
or at private homes in the northern 

CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL, 
continued from page 15

Berkshires and southern Vermont. 
When you RSVP, you will receive loca-
tion details (if a private home). Contact 
Rabbi Jarah Greenfield, Director of 
Youth & Family Learning, at learning@
cbiberkshires.com for more informa-
tion and to RSVP for programs.

Community Candle Lighting for 
Chanukah — Saturday, December 9 
at 5 p.m. in Bennington VT. Gather 
for a community candle lighting and 
dedicate our new, hand-built and 
hand-painted outdoor menorah! We’ll 
also enjoy homemade sufganiyot 
(Israeli-style donuts). For more infor-
mation and to RSVP, please contact 
learning@cbiberkshires.com.

Mitzvah: Make a Meal for the 
Hungry — Sunday, December 31 at 2 
p.m. at Second Congregational Church 
in Bennington, VT. Prepare a meal for 
the many who rely on Bennington’s 
monthly community dinner and learn 
about the mitzvah of providing for 
those in need. For more information 
and to RSVP, please contact learning@
cbiberkshires.com

BJV INTERVIEW: SHAI DAVIDAI

Professor’s Oration about Columbia 
University Protests and Admin’s 
Inaction Stands Out
By Howie Stier / Special to the BJV

The video begins unremarkably at nighttime on an urban plaza framed by 
neo-classical architecture. A group of college students stand silently, encircling 
an array of glowing yahrzeit candles that form a Magen David. A slight man who 
is clad in a hoodie and hipster cuffed jeans and looks not unlike the students, 
addresses the assembled. “I need your help” he begins, earnest and soft-spoken. 
“I need you to turn on your phones.“ 

That overture is immediately understood by students as a directive to record 
and post what is about to unfold on social media. The speaker is Shai Davidai, 

Community 
Shabbat at 
Hevreh 
GREAT BARRINGTON – On Friday, 
December 15 at 6 p.m., Hevreh of 
Southern Berkshire will hold its first 
Community Shabbat, an initiative to 
bring an intergenerational community 
together around the Shabbat dinner 
table. 

Community Shabbat is hosted 
by Hevreh’s rabbis and a group of 
Religious School students, teachers, 
and families. Following the service, the 
entire community will share a festive 
Shabbat dinner. This is a catered 
dinner so please register with your 
name and the number of people in 
your party. Registration links can be 
found at hevreh.org. 

Community Shabbat is partially 
funded by the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation ReKindle Shabbat Grant. 
Hevreh is located at 270 State Road. 

Chanukah 5784 
at Hevreh
GREAT BARRINGTON – On Friday, 
December 8 at 6 p.m., Hevreh of 
Southern Berkshire invites you to its 
“Chanukah Pot Luck and Shabbat.”
They write: “Hevreh has always 
done Chanukah right. Come fill the 
sanctuary with light. Each year, as 
part of our Shabbat shel Chanukah 
celebration, families bring a menorah 
along with something to share at our 
potluck dinner. All are welcome!”

 Registration is required, check 
hevreh.org for more information. 

Tot Shabbat Chanukah 
On Saturday, December 9 at 9 a.m., 

come celebrate the story of Chanukah 
with the youngest set. This service 
is open to all and no registration is 
required.

YACHAD Chanukah 
On Sunday, December 10 at 10 a.m., 

Hevreh Religious School students will 
celebrate the holiday together.

Hevreh is located at 270 State Road.

an Israeli-American assistant professor of 
management at Columbia Business School, and 
the scene is Columbia University’s Manhattan 
campus, which had just erupted in an aston-
ishing campaign of Jew hate and violence. 
Davidai, motivated by the inaction of the school’s 
administration, speaks publicly and passionately 
about his employer for ten minutes.

The resulting video of Davidai’s speech 
was seen over 1.4 million times in the 30-day 
shloshim period following the October 7 pogrom 
in Israel, a testament to the power of his presen-
tation. Sincere and desperate, his oration stands 
out in the overwhelming welter of online chatter 
reacting to the war in Israel.

“To every parent in America who sends their 
kids to Columbia,” Davidai begins, his right arm 
pumping rhythmically, “we cannot protect your 
child from pro-terrorist student organizations 
because the president of Columbia University 

will not speak out.” His voice rises into a panicked wail. “Fourteen US citizens were 
kidnapped into Gaza,” he continues, “and the president of this university is giving her 
support to pro-terror student organizations.” 

Speaking by phone to the Berkshire Jewish Voice in early November, Davidai 
explained his inspiration and the viral reach of his video. 

“My voice, my video was able to take a deep, complicated emotion and clarify it 
to a lot of people,” said Davidai, “and define this not just as a Jewish problem but 
as an American problem. It’s good versus evil. And decent Americans are realizing it 
doesn’t matter who the victims are. If they allow this campaign against Jews, then 
sometime – maybe soon, maybe next month – [terrorists] will come for them.” 

Since the million-plus views of his speech, Davidai’s life is no longer busi-
ness as usual. “I’m swamped with interview requests. Coming to campus is not 
comfortable. Two colleagues in the Business School signed [a petition in which 
over 100 Columbia faculty characterized Hamas actions as legitimate] and I worry 
about running into them when I go to my office.” 

Solomon, King of Israel, wrote: “ Death and life are in the power of the tongue” 
(Mishlei 18:21) and while Davidai makes a point in his speech to identify as a 
“Jewish Atheist,” he acts as if guided by this proverb, not shirking from activism 
following his speech. “The acceptance of Hamas’s brutal attack has become so 
widespread it’s become difficult to battle,” he says. But he continues to battle. 
Davidai expressed his determination to fight the administration’s inaction while 
concurrently working on his Business School research project. (He is not teaching 
during this fall semester.) 

The pity of it all is that the school has, since the Colonial era, been a vibrant 
part of the spirit of New York City. On this same campus – where an Israeli student 
was beaten on October 11 (and an arrest made), where Palestinian flags are 
waved, and where chants to destroy Israel ring out – a chazzan wrote the niggun 
(melody) for the Erev Shabbos song, “Shalom Aleichem.” Wikipedia notes: “The 
slow, well-known melody for the song was composed by the American composer 

Shai Davidai

LOCAL NEWS

NEWS
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and conductor Rabbi Israel Goldfarb on May 10, 1918, while sitting near the Alma 
Mater statue in front of Low Memorial Library at Columbia University.”

Shai Davidai is a product of elite schools but bemoans a change in the nature 
of an Ivy League education. “They are not giving students the morality, the char-
acter, the basic instincts of right and wrong,” he says. “When you send a student 
to classes, you should know there is something the university stands for – that 
(for example) murdering babies is wrong.” He has strong and concise guidance to 
parents and students choosing a future college. “Look at what the school’s adminis-
tration did in the aftermath of the attacks, if they condemned terror. Dartmouth for 
one reacted very strongly. I couldn’t at this point recommend anyone send their kid 
to Columbia.” He agrees with the sentiments of far-left critic Chris Hedges, who has 
written that the elite universities of America ‘do a poor job educating students to 
think [and] focus instead on creating hordes of competent systems managers.’ 

“This is a training ground for really smart people,” Davidai says. “I love 
Columbia and this really pains me. Within less than a month, this administration 
single-handedly ruined 200 years of reputation. They’ve just given up on morality.” 

Davidai adds that “I only want two things: one, that the University condemn 
Hamas for what was done. And two, remove the student organizations that are 
actively celebrating rape and murder (of Jews).” By university, Davidai is refer-
encing Columbia’s president Egyptian-born Nemat Talaat Shafik, also known 
as Baroness Minouche Shafik after she was introduced to the British House of 
Lords in 2020. An expert in Middle East economics and formerly the president 
of the London School of Economics, Shafik is the first woman to lead Columbia 
since the school’s founding in 1754. As the New York Jewish Week reported 
on November 1, the Columbia “administration has released several statements 
since Oct. 7, but none has mentioned the terror group,” Hamas, leading Jewish 
student groups to hold that sufficient action was not taken and that perpetra-
tors of antisemitic acts have not been held accountable. The same report notes 
that Shafik issued a statement that held, “Some are using this moment to spread 
antisemitism, Islamophobia, bigotry against Palestinians and Israelis…I have 
been disheartened that some of this abhorrent rhetoric is coming from members 
of our community, including members of our faculty and staff.” 

On November 9, a day of ‘Shut It Down for Palestine’ protests, a pro-Pales-
tinian rally and a pro-Israel counterprotest took over the Columbia campus. On 
his X feed, Davidai tweeted “For the second time in a month (and, to the best of 
my understanding, the first time since the Vietnam War), @ColumbiaUniversity 
has to CLOSE ITS GATES TO THE PUBLIC because of a pro-Hamas rally.”

Recently House Resolution 798 was introduced to the United States House 
of Representatives to denounce antisemitism on college campuses. Its language 
emulated Davidai’s points nearly verbatim.

“These hate-filled college students have no shame and no fear,” said 
Congressman Burgess Owens of Utah, sponsor of the bill, which passed on 
a 396-23 vote on November 2. The bill outlined a litany of recent anti-Jewish 
campus actions, specifically citing the projection of antisemitic phrases in a 
manner emulating contemporary art on the George Washington University library; 
the enthusiastic support of Hamas’s actions by faculty at Stanford University 
and Cornell University; and “the glorification of violence and usage of antisemitic 
rhetoric [that] creates a hostile learning and working environment for Jewish 
students, faculty, and staff.”

When asked if he had a hand in the legislation, Davidai remains vague. 
“There’s a Jewish saying: ‘The cook can’t discuss his broth,’” he said. “I would be 
narcissistic to say this is what I did.” But his influence can’t be dismissed. 

I have a cherished photo of my father and me near the spot on the Columbia 
campus where Davidai spoke. We are dressed for shul Erev Shabbos. Would I feel 
safe wearing a kipah on campus? 

“There are police and they are aware of the situation,” Davidai responded, 
referring to the New York Police Department deployment now on the Columbia 
campus. “You won’t be harmed. But will you feel safe? No. There is no safety. 
That’s why police are here.” 

Professor Davidai’s campus speech was no rabbinic Shabbat sermon. He 
offered no uplifting ending to send congregants away happy and satisfied. 
Rather, he concludes in desperation and with a sense that it will be a long time 
before things will again be made right. But in the Jewish tradition of teshuvah, 
he believes President Shafik can be redeemed. “I hope they wake up from 
their slumber and change course,” he says. “I will be at their disposal to make 
Columbia a better place and a safer place for Israeli and Jewish students, staff, 
and faculty who are being targeted.”

Summing up, he states: “History will look at this as a dark chapter. I am 
fighting for the present. I can easily pack up and go, but I care too much about 
my home. The leadership thinks they can wait us out, that this is something that 
will go away. My message is that this is not something that is going away by the 
next news cycle, and we will hold you accountable for your lack of action.”

The son of a survivor of the Lvov Ghetto and Janowska concentration camp, 
Howie Stier is a longtime journalist who reported on crime and mayhem in the five 
boroughs for the New York Times, covered celebrity news from the red carpet and 
back alleys of Hollywood Boulevard for Entertainment Tonight, and has relocated 
to the Berkshires where he’s focused on two considerations: literature and learning 
Torah – as havel havalim hakol havel (breath, breath, all is breath).

EDITOR’S NOTE: Columbia University on Nov. 10 announced a temporary suspension of the 
campus chapters of National Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP) and Jewish Voice for Peace 
(JVP) as official student groups through the end of the fall term – the first Ivy League school to 
crack down on the anti-Israel groups.

NEWS

2/$7
 with AdvantEdge Card 

Kedem or Martinelli’s 
Sparkling Juice
25.4 oz. 
Select Varieties

429 lb.

Empire Kosher  
Fresh Turkey

399 lb.

Empire Kosher  
Whole Frozen  
Turkey
Empire Frozen  
Turkey Breast $5.99 Lb.

Happy  
Chanukah!

Offers effective Sunday, November 5 thru Saturday, December 16, 2023 in all Price Chopper, Market 32  
and Market Bistro stores located in CT, MA, NH, NY, PA & VT. Not all items are available in all stores.

899
 with AdvantEdge Card 

Meal Mart  
Ground Beef 16 oz. 
Meal Mart Beef For Stew  
16 oz. $9.99 

1499 lb.

Meal Mart  
1st Cut  
Beef Brisket
Kosher

599
 with AdvantEdge Card 

PICS  
Cold Smoked  
Atlantic Salmon
4 oz. 
All Varieties

399
with AdvantEdge Card

Golden  
Pancakes
10.6 oz. 
Select Varieties

649
with AdvantEdge Card

Market 32 
Honeycrisp Apples
U.S. #1 
2 1/2" Minimum

3 Lb.  
Bag

2/$3
with AdvantEdge Card

Streit’s 
Potato Pancake Mix
6 oz. 
Select Varieties 

229
with AdvantEdge Card

PICS 
Apple Sauce
23-24 oz. Jar 
All Varieties

Celebrating the  
Festival of Lights

499

Golden Blintzes 6 Pack
13 oz.•Select Varieties

Meal Mart Stuffed Cabbage 39 oz.
Meal Mart Meat Balls in Marinara Sauce 33 oz. $13.99

with AdvantEdge Card

1499

with AdvantEdge Card

89¢

Streit’s Chanukah Candles
44 Ct.

with AdvantEdge Card

4/$5
Streit’s Egg Noodles
12 oz.•Select Varieties or Bows 8 oz.

with AdvantEdge Card

349

Breakstone’s Whipped Butter
8 oz. Tub•Salted

with AdvantEdge Card

5/$2
Manischewitz Chanukah Coins
.53 oz. Bag•Dark or Milk Chocolate

Meal Mart Chicken Wings
24 oz. 1049

with AdvantEdge Card

Empire Kosher Boneless Chicken Breast  
2 Lbs. 1699

with AdvantEdge Card

Kedem Tea Biscuits
4.2 oz.•Select Varieties 

4/$3
with AdvantEdge Card

Osem Mini Mandel
14.1 oz.•The Original Mini “Mandel” 399

with AdvantEdge Card

Lipton Kosher Recipe Secrets Soup & Dip Mix
1.9-4.87 oz.•Select Varieties 

2/$5
with AdvantEdge Card

Manischewitz Broth
17 oz.•All Varieties 

2/$5
with AdvantEdge Card

Gefen Whole Roasted Chestnuts
5.2 oz.•Peeled 

2/$7
with AdvantEdge Card

Osem Toasted Couscous
8.8 oz. 

2/$5
with AdvantEdge Card

with AdvantEdge Card

599

Osem Chicken Consomme
14.1 oz.

with AdvantEdge Card

2/$4
Farmers Horseradish
8.5 oz.•White
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and past issues.

NOVEMBER

MONDAY, 20 ..........Fish sticks, mushroom soup, 
cheese pierogies and onions, broccoli, oat bread, 
and peaches.

TUESDAY, 21 .........Eggplant parmesan, ziti and 
sauce, salad, garlic bread, and fruit cocktail.

THURSDAY, 23 ......Closed for Thanksgiving.

MONDAY, 27 ..........Hot dogs and beans**#, 
tomato vegetable soup, salad, hot dog roll, and 
Mandarin oranges.

TUESDAY, 28 .........Vegetable lasagna, green 
beans, salad, roll, and brownies.

THURSDAY, 30 ......Szechuan chicken**#, rice, 
Oriental blend vegetables, egg drop soup, Chi-
nese noodles, and almond cookies.

DECEMBER

MONDAY, 4 ............Meatloaf**#, mashed pota-
toes, salad, white bread, and fruit cocktail.

TUESDAY, 5 ...........Stuffed portobello mush-
room**#, herbed couscous blend, Tuscan tomato 
soup, pumpernickel bread, and cookies.

THURSDAY, 7 ........Honey mustard salmon**, 
potato pancakes, sour cream, salad, Challah, 
and applesauce.

MONDAY, 11 ..........Tuna noodle casserole, 
asparagus cuts n tips, tomato cabbage soup, oat 
bread, and sufganiyot.

TUESDAY, 12 .........Roasted chicken**#, fruit and 
nut couscous, mixed vegetables, salad, multi-
grain bread, and chocolate coins.

THURSDAY, 14 ......Sweet and sour brisket**#, 
herb roasted potatoes, chicken noodle soup, 
salad, Challah, and fruit compote.

MONDAY, 18 ..........Mushroom and cheese tart, 
green beans, vegetable soup, Farmers loaf, and 
cookies.

TUESDAY, 19 .........Cincinnati beef chili#, white 
rice, broccoli, salad, roll, and apricots.

THURSDAY, 21 ......Pierogies with mushrooms 
and onions#, broccoli, corn chowder, whole 
wheat bread, and chocolate pudding.

MONDAY, 25 ..........Closed for Christmas Day.

TUESDAY, 26 .........Hot dogs**#, baked beans, 
stuffed cabbage soup, hot dog roll, and fruit 
cocktail.

THURSDAY, 28 ......Stuffed pepper casserole**, 
rice, tomato soup, multi-grain bread, and tapioca 
pudding.

JANUARY

TUESDAY, 2 ...........Vegetable curry**#, brown 
rice, spinach salad, naan bread, and Mandarin 
oranges.

THURSDAY, 4 ........Turkey chili#, egg noodles, 
Italian green beans, salad, Farmers loaf, and 
parve cookies.

MONDAY, 8 ............Meatloaf**#, garlic mashed 
potatoes, peas and carrots, salad, white bread, 
and pineapple.

TUESDAY, 9 ...........Eggplant parmesan, spa-
ghetti with sauce, broccoli, salad, multi-grain 
bread, and tapioca pudding.

THURSDAY, 11 ......Poultry piccata**#, rice, 
Brussels sprouts, salad, roll, and pears.

Meals-on-Wheels & Meals to Go – Advance Reservation Required

Kosher lunch will be prepared on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays. Meals to go will be ready 
by noon for pickup at the Knesset Israel kitchen door, 16 Colt Road in Pittsfield. All meals-on-
wheels will be delivered by Federation volunteers in the early afternoon. 

Please call (413) 442-2200 no later than 9 a.m. to reserve your meal for pickup and to 
arrange delivery if standing instructions are not in place. All are welcome to reserve 
meals for pick-up, although delivery may be limited in certain circumstances. 

The menus listed below are planned, but may be modified depending on availability of ingredients. When making a 
reservation, please inform us if a person in your party has a food allergy. Adults 60 and over: $3 suggested donation. 
Adults under 60: $7 per person.

Volunteers are Vital! Volunteer drivers who can deliver meals-on-wheels are always appreciated. Please call Molly 
Meador at (413) 442-4360, ext. 14. The Federation’s kosher hot lunch program is offered in collaboration with Elder 
Services of Berkshire County.

PLEASE NOTE: The suggested donation is completely voluntary. Seniors who cannot pay a voluntary 
donation will continue to receive a meal, no questions asked. We appreciate your understanding.

Gluten Free Main Entrée ** and Dairy Free Main Entrée #

Kosher lunch will be prepared on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays. 

 (413) 442-2200.

ONGOING MINYANS
Saturday,  ........................ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday,  .......................... 8:45 a.m.

Tuesday,  ............. 7 p.m. Zoom only

Thursday,  .......... 7 p.m., Zoom only

Friday,  ............................ 5:45 p.m.

CANDLE LIGHTING TIMES
Friday, November 24 ......4:06 p.m.

Friday, December 1 ........4:03 p.m.

Friday, December 8 ........4:02 p.m.

Friday, December 15 ......4:02 p.m.

Friday, December 22 ......4:05 p.m.

Friday, December 29 ......4:10 p.m.

Knesset Israel –  
16 Colt Road, Pittsfield
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Look What I Made – Loukoumades!
A Chanukah Treat
By Carol Goodman Kaufman / Special to the BJV

My very creative friend Rhonda teaches in 
a Jewish day school. When Hanukkah rolled 
around last year, she planned a unique lesson for 
her students in the third grade. First, she taught 
the class about the debate between the houses of 
Hillel and Shammai as to the correct way to light 
the oil lamps on the hanukkiah. (Little boxes of 
multicolored candles were not available in super-
markets back then.) 

Which way was right? To start with one light 
and progress to eight, or vice versa? 

Rhonda divided her class into two groups, one 
to promote Hillel’s position, the other to advocate 

for Shammai’s. While the Hillel group argued for the minhag, or custom, that we 
follow today (start with one and increase daily), one of Rhonda’s little pupils had 
an entirely different take.

This third grader on the Shammai 
side of the debate reasoned that 
starting with eight lights and 
decreasing day by day serves as a 
metaphor for how our ancestors 
separated themselves from both the 
repression of enforced Hellenistic 
culture and its polytheism. He 
argued that, unlike the Seleucids 
who worshipped many gods, repre-
sented by the many candles, we 
Jews adopted the one true God. 
Hence, ending with one light.

Out of the mouths of babes, anyone? This kid will be appearing on a bimah 
near you soon.

So, who were these Seleucids? The executive summary: Following the breakup 
of Alexander the Great’s Empire in the fourth century BCE, the Macedonian 
Greeks (a/k/a Seleucids) took possession of, and ruled over, a large area of 

western Asia, including 
our ancestral homeland. 
Two centuries into their 
reign, their king Antiochus 
IV Epiphanes began a 
massive campaign to 
suppress Jewish prac-
tice. But the Judea-based 
Maccabees, of their own 
Hasmonean dynasty, 
revolted against him. And 
as we all learned in Hebrew 
school, the Maccabees 
prevailed. The festival of 
Hanukkah resulted. 

Having said all that, Jews have lived on the land by the Aegean for millennia 
(not always in sunny times, but let’s leave that for another article), so it makes 
sense that our Greek cousins would have their own take on a Hanukkah treat 
that riffs on the old cooked-in-oil theme. Their contribution to the holiday table is 
loukoumades, doughnut puffs drenched in orange-infused honey and sprinkled 
with cinnamon and nuts.

TRAVELING WITH JEWISH TASTE

Carol Goodman Kaufman has just published the second picture book in what 
is planned as a series about nature for young children. Written under the name 
Carolinda Goodman, Pirate Ships and Shooting Stars is written in rhyme, and its 
lively stanzas encourage young children to use their imaginations when looking 
up at the sky. From rainbows to constellations to pictures in the clouds, Kaufman 
believes there is much to see if only they lift their eyes.

In addition to her work for children, Kaufman also writes under her “real” name 
about food history (including for the Berkshire Jewish Voice), and her first novel, a 
murder mystery, will drop in 2023.

Loukoumades
Makes about two dozen puffs

To quote an old potato chip commercial, bet you can't eat just one!

DIRECTIONS:

Sprinkle yeast over 1 cup warm water in a small bowl and let stand until yeast 
softens and begins to form a creamy foam, about 5 minutes.

Mix together warm milk, sugar, and salt in a large bowl until sugar and salt 
are dissolved. 

Pour in yeast mixture and stir to combine.

Beat in flour, eggs, and butter until mixture forms a smooth, soft dough. 

Cover the bowl and let rise at room temperature until doubled in volume, 
about 30 minutes. 

Stir dough well, cover, and let rise again for 30 more minutes.

Meanwhile, make the honey syrup by mixing together the honey, the orange 
rind, and 1/2 cup water in a small saucepan and bringing it all to a boil 
over medium-high heat. 

Turn off the heat and allow honey syrup to cool. Remove the orange rind.

Heat 2 inches oil in a deep pot to 350 degrees F 

Wet your hands. With a large spoon that has also been dipped in water, scoop 
up about 2 tablespoons of the dough into the palm of your hand and roll 
it into a ball. Do not overhandle.

Drop the dough balls into the hot oil in batches, wetting the spoon and your 
hands each time you make a dough ball. It's helpful to have a bowl of 
water handy for the spoon.

Fry in the hot oil until the puffs are golden brown on the bottom, then turn 
them over.

Gently set the loukoumades aside to drain on a paper towel-lined plate.

After the oil has drained, place the loukoumades on a baking sheet. Drizzle 
with honey syrup and sprinkle with cinnamon-sugar and nuts. Serve warm.

INGREDIENTS:

1½ tablespoons of active dry yeast (or 2 packets)
1 cup warm water
½ cup warm milk
¼ cup sugar
1 teaspoon salt
4 cups all-purpose flour
3 large eggs
¹/³ cup butter, softened

½ cup honey
Peeled rind of one orange
½ cup water
1 quart vegetable oil
2 teaspoons cinnamon 
½ cup crushed nuts of your choice

Tetradrachm of Seleucus I – the horned horse, the 
elephant, and the anchor all served as symbols of 
the Seleucid monarchy.
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Hanukkah is 
almost here!

This Hanukkah, give your little ones the gift of the 
sun, the moon, and the stars! Use this QR code 
or go to carolgoodmankaufman.com for books 
signed with a message to your special child.

WWWWWW..SSTTOONNEEHHOOUUSSEEPPRROOPPEERRTTIIEESS..CCOOMM
WWEESSTT  SSTTOOCCKKBBRRIIDDGGEE,,  MMAA    ••    CCHHAATTHHAAMM,,  NNYY    ••    GGTT..  BBAARRRRIINNGGTTOONN,,  MMAA

SSuuppppoorrttiinngg  tthhee  AArrttss,,  CCuullttuurree,,  EEnnvviirroonnmmeenntt,,  
aanndd  SSoocciiaall  NNeeeeddss  iinn  tthhee  BBeerrkksshhiirreess  SSiinnccee  11998844
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Philip N. Pomerantz, 
86, loved the outdoors, 
teacher, leader
WILLIAMSTOWN - Philip 
N. Pomerantz, 86, beloved 
husband, father, grand-
father, and friend, passed 
away peacefully on Friday, 
September 29. He was at 
home under Hospice care with 
family at his bedside. Born in 
Pittsfield on March 15, 1937, 
to the late Herbert and Ann 
Pomerantz, Phil married his 
high school sweetheart Paula 
Waxstein on July 12, 1957. 
They were married for 63 years 
until her passing in December 
2020. 

Phil was a history teacher 
at Pittsfield High School and 
a Hebrew teacher at Temple 
Anshe Amunim. He also ran a 
small family business which 
he inherited from his father. In 
the 1970s, Phil was a partner 
in a local start-up solar energy 
company, Warmrays. When 
he had solar panels installed 
on the roof of his Williams 
Street home, it was a first for 
Berkshire County. 

Phil loved being outdoors. 
He could often be found on 
a mountain trail, hiking or 
biking. Family camping trips 
to Maine and Cape Cod were 
a staple. Later in life, Phil 
was active with The Monday 
Mountain Boys, a local 
hiking group of retired men. 
Phil and Paula were regular 
guests at the Appalachian 
Mountain Club’s Cold River 
Camp in New Hampshire. 
They made many close friends 
at camp and became leaders, 
continuing to guide hikes into 
their 70s. 

At age 84, Phil spent a 
week whitewater rafting 
through the Grand Canyon. 
He fondly recalled running 
the rapids and sleeping under 
the stars beside the Colorado 
River with his grandchildren. 

Phil is survived by his three 
children; daughters Deborah 
and Sarah Pomerantz of 
Alexandria, VA, and son David 
Pomerantz, MD, and his wife 
Maribeth of Williamstown; 
three beloved grandchil-
dren, Molly Almeida, Miriam 
(Mim) Pomerantz, and Adam 

Pomerantz; sister-in-law 
Louise Waxstein Lubin and 
her husband Hank Lubin; 
nieces and nephews, Rebecca 
Lubin, Hilary Linder Griffith, 
her husband Brian and 
their two children Billy and 
Addison, Joselin Linder and 
her husband Aaron Fannin, 
Samuel Lubin, and Joshua 
Lubin. He was predeceased by 
his sister Rhoda Pomerantz 
Linder. 

Philip leaves many friends, 
but especially Edward and 
Ellen Bond, Bob Garabedian, 
and his friends from the 
Monday Mountain Boys and 
synagogue. 

Burial was held on Monday, 
October 2 at the Ahavath 
Sholom Cemetery in Pittsfield. 
In Phil’s memory, a dona-
tion may be made to the 
Appalachian Mountain Club’s 
Cold River Camp in North 
Chatham, NH, or Chabad of 
the Berkshires, Pittsfield. The 
family would like to thank 
the staff of Hospice of the 
Berkshires, At Home TLC, and 
Sweetwood of Williamstown for 
their exemplary care, compas-
sion, and professionalism.

Marian Raser, 89, 
accomplished business 
career, radio and TV host, 
gemologist
PITTSFIELD - Marian Raser, 
89, remained healthy, vibrant, 
and social until her recent 
stroke and later passing on 
Wednesday, October 18. 

Born in Boston, Marian 
moved to New York City after 
graduating from Emerson 
College. Marian began her 
accomplished business career 
with the New York Giants 
baseball team, where she 
worked for several years 
directly with General Manager 
Chuck Feeney as his right 
hand. When the team moved 
to San Francisco, she elected 
instead to return home to 
Boston, where she met the 
love of her life and husband 
of 63 years. She moved with 
Marshall to the Berkshires in 
1962 to support his career as 
owner of Carr Hardware and 
quickly forged one of her own. 

Marian’s first job in 

the Berkshires was with 
WBEC radio station, where 
she created “The Cultural 
Caravan” radio show. Years 
later, she hosted her own 
radio and television shows 
called “What’s Cooking in 
the Berkshires,” where her 
morning drive time signoff was 
“This is Marian Raser wishing 
you Bon Appetite.” Marian also 
wrote and published a cook-
book by the same name. 

Like her father and grand-
father before her, Marian’s 
next career was that of 
a Gemologist (GIA). She 
designed, bought, and sold 
antique and designer jewelry 
around the world. She also 
owned the Estate Jewelry 
Concession at all six Cohoes 
department store locations.

An avid supporter of the 
arts, Marian served on many 
boards and gala commit-
tees, including the Norman 
Rockwell Museum, Hancock 
Shaker Village, Jacobs 
Pillow, and Barrington Stage 
Company.

Marian’s greatest passion 
was her dogs. There were 
always dogs living in the 
house, sometimes one or two, 
but often three or four. For 42 
years, she and her husband 
volunteered for Freedom Guide 
Dogs. They boarded, trained, 
placed, and fundraised for the 
blind. Even in her final hours, 
Marian asked how her dog 
“Shana” was.

Marian was the beloved and 
revered wife of Marshall Raser; 
loving mother to son Barton 
Raser (Lisa Loring); known 
with great affection as Nana by 
her grandchildren Georgia and 
Charlie Raser. 

Her family would like to 
extend its sincere appreciation 
for the loving care she received 
at Berkshire Medical Center in 
her final days. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to The Berkshire 
Humane Society, 214 Barker 
Road, Pittsfield, MA 01201, or 
Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road, 
Pittsfield, MA 01201. 

Funeral Services were held 
at Knesset Israel on Sunday, 
October 22. Burial followed at 
Knesset Israel Cemetery.

Lawrence M. Rosenthal, 
88, multi-faceted career, 
supporter of local 
organizations
NEW MARLBOROUGH - 
Lawrence M. Rosenthal, 
88, passed away on Friday, 
September 29.

Born January 2, 1935, 
in Brooklyn, NY to Albert 
and Florence (nee Zweibel) 
Rosenthal, he was a proud 
graduate of Brooklyn Friends 
School and The Wharton 
School.

Larry had a multi-faceted 
career that began with the 
formation of L.M. Rosenthal 
& Co. and progressed to L 
M Rosenthal Group, which 
included a portfolio of real 
estate investments and tech-
nology companies.

He was a past board 
member of the US Committee 
for Refugees and Immigrants 
and a supporter of Mass 
MOCA, Hancock Shaker 
Village, Tanglewood, The 
Rogosin Institute, and the 
North Country School.

A resident of New 
Marlborough and a New Yorker 
by heart, Lawrence is survived 
by his wife, Joyce Bernstein; 
children, Dr. Pamela B. 
Rosenthal (Samuel P. 
Wertheimer), Lisa J. Rosenthal 
(Daniel Levinthal) and Eric 
M. Rosenthal (Debbie Meyer); 
five grandchildren, Noah and 
Rebecca Wertheimer, Jeremy 
and Nora Mittleman, and Issac 
Rosenthal; and sister Meryl 
Rosenthal Blackman (Kenneth 
Blackman).

A funeral service was 
held on Monday, October 2 
at Frank E. Campbell - The 
Funeral Chapel, New York, NY. 
Interment followed.

Mordecai “Mordy” Lapin, 
95, engineer, enjoyed 
many different activities
PITTSFIELD - Mordecai 
“Mordy” Lapin, 95, died on 
Tuesday, October 3, at home.

Born in Manhattan, NY on 
November 21, 1928, a son of 
the late Nathan and Rebecca 
Lapin, Mordy achieved his 
M.E. degree at City College of 
New York.

After graduation Mordy 
worked as an engineer in New 
York City, Halfa, Philadelphia, 

Cincinnati, Utica, and 
lastly for General Electric in 
Pittsfield.

He served in the U.S. Army 
from 1953-1955 during the 
Korean War. In his free time, 
Mordy loved fencing, dancing, 
backpacking, hiking, kaya-
king, and playing bridge with 
family and friends.

Mordy leaves his wife 
Monica of Pittsfield; children 
Marc (Dominique), Michelle, 
David (Sandy) and Jonathan 
Lapin; grandchildren Lise, 
Stephan, Matthew, Daniel; 
niece Ronnie Stoll; and 
nephews Daniel Aunet, and 
Robert, Jeff, and Benjamin 
Sommer.

Funeral services were 
held Friday, October 6, at 
Knesset Israel, Pittsfield. 
Burial followed in Knesset 
Israel Cemetery. Contributions 
may be made to the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires, 
196 South Street, Pittsfield, 
MA 01201 or jewishberk-
shires.org.

Eric “Enrico” Lamet, 93, 
loved travel, opera, a true 
Renaissance man 
PITTSFIELD - Eric “Enrico” 
Lamet, 93, passed away on 
Wednesday, October 4 in 
Pittsfield.

Born Erich Lifschutz on 
May 27, 1930, in Vienna, 
Austria, the son of Markus 
Lifschutz and Carlotte Szrya 
Brandwein Lifschutz, he 
and his parents fled Vienna 
to Italy when the Germans 
invaded Austria in 1938. His 
parents were eventually sepa-
rated by the war. He and his 
mother were later interned 
by the Italian government as 
foreign Jews, and although 
their lives were limited, they 
were not harmed, and he 
remained Italian in his heart 
until his final days. It was 
in Ospedaletto where he and 
his mother met Pietro Russo, 
another internee, who even-
tually became his dear father. 
The village of Ospedaletto 
D’Alpinolo, where they were 
interned, made him an 
honorary citizen in 2008. 

In 1950, he immigrated 
to the United States, living 
first in Philadelphia, where 
he met lifetime friends at the 
University of Pennsylvania 



Welcome to the
Jewish Berkshires
Everyone is welcome to attend  
services and events at any of the  
organizations listed here.

Please call the organizations
directly to confirm service times
or to inquire about membership.

Learn more about our Jewish
community and find great
events on the community
calendar at:

JEWISHBERKSHIRES.ORG

Berkshire Minyan
Lay-led, Traditional,  
Egalitarian Minyan
South County
berkshireminyan.org

Berkshire Hills Hadassah
P.O. Box 187, Pittsfield, MA
(413) 443-4386,
Berkshirehillshadassah@gmail.com

B’nai B’rith Lodge, No. 326

Chabad of the Berkshires
450 South St., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 499-9899,
jewishberkshires.com

Congregation Ahavath Sholom
Reconstructionist
North St., Great Barrington, MA
(413) 528-4197, ahavathsholom.com

Congregation Beth Israel
Reform
53 Lois St., North Adams, MA
(413) 663-5830, cbiberkshires.com

Hevreh of Southern Berkshire
Reform
270 State Rd., Great Barrington, MA 
(413) 528-6378, hevreh.org

Israel Philatelist Society
c/o Dr. Ed Helitzer,  
(413) 447-7622

Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
196 South St., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 442-4360, jewishberkshires.org

Jewish War Veterans
Commander Robert Waldheim
(413) 822-4546, sellit4@aol.com

Knesset Israel
Conservative
16 Colt Rd., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 445-4872, knessetisrael.org

Temple Anshe Amunim
Reform
26 Broad St., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 442-5910, ansheamunim.org

BERKSHIRE JEWISH CONGREGATIONS  
& ORGANIZATIONS

Create a Jewish Legacy Campaign
Please remember the Jewish Community in your will.
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International House, and later 
moved to Miami, FL. 

He and his wife, Judith 
“Cookie” Kazer Lamet, moved 
to Pittsfield in the beautiful 
Berkshires in 2013. They 
loved to travel and spent two 
months in Italy this past 
spring. He also loved the opera 
and could still sing the words 
of his favorite Italian operas. 
A true Renaissance man, 
he spoke five languages and 
maintained his friendships 
around the world. 

In 2007, Enrico published 
A Gift from the Enemy, a child-
hood memoir of wartime Italy, 
later republished as A Child 
al Confino. In Pittsfield, he 
was an active member of the 
Berkshire International Club, 
the Cappuccino Club (meeting 
weekly to speak Italian), and 
Temple Anshe Amunim. 

He is survived by his wife 
and his three children, Todd 
Lamet, Robyn Lamet, and 
Deborah Bauer; stepchildren, 
Adam Reinhard and Beth 
Reinhard; many grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren, 
including granddaughters 
Abigail and Emma Reinhard 
Greene. 

Donations may be made 
to Temple Anshe Amunim 

(ansheamunim.org), Berkshire 
Humane Society (berkshirehu-
mane.org), and the Berkshire 
Opera Festival (berkshireoper-
afestival.org/donate-now). 

A graveside service was 
held on Sunday, October 8, 
at Mt. Nebo Miami Memorial 
Park, Miami, FL.

Barry L. Beyer, 78, lover 
of family, art, fine food 
and wine
PITTSFIELD – Barry Beyer 
passed away at Berkshire 
Medical Center on Thursday, 
September 28.

Born on January 24, 1945, 
Barry celebrated life each day 
for 55 years with his wife, 
Carol. Having met in high 
school, they were married 
two weeks after Carol gradu-
ated from college. Barry had 
already graduated from Pace 
University, where he attained 
a BS degree and then his CPA 
accreditation.

Members of Temple Sholom 
of West Essex in Cedar Grove, 
NJ, since 1975, they raised 
their daughters, Karen and 
Jamie there. On a trip to the 
Berkshires in 1987, on a 
whim, they bought a house 
in West Stockbridge which 
became a mecca of peace 
and tranquility to them as a 
vacation home until Barry’s 
retirement, when they moved 

permanently to the area in 
2005. For the last two years, 
they have been living in Great 
Barrington, closer to neighbors 
and friends.

Barry had an intense love 
of life and his family. He was 
spontaneous and fun. His 
personal drive, integrity, and 
his determination to do his 
best marked his life and was 
evident in the pride and love 
he displayed for his daughter 
Karen Beyer who resides in 
New York City, and Jamie 
Feit, her husband David, and 
their four daughters, Danielle, 
Emily, Samantha and Hannah 
who live in White Plains, NY.

He had a network of busi-
ness associates, fellow wine 
enthusiasts and vintners 
who shared his passions, 
and a cadre of dear friends 
from across the country with 
whom he became close as he 
and Carol become involved 
in the regional and national 
levels of the Union for Reform 
Judaism. He was always 
willing to share his extensive 
wine collection along with a 
brief discourse on what his 
friends were about to drink.

Hevreh of Southern 
Berkshire ultimately became 
home and he loved his 
congregation, its rabbis,  
and the many friends who 
became “family”.

A graveside funeral, offi-
ciated by Rabbi Norman 
Patz, was held at Riverside 
Cemetery in Saddle Brook, NJ. 
Rabbi Schmuel Greenberg of 
Young Israel of White Plains 
also participated. A memo-
rial service led by Rabbi 
Neil Hirsch and Rabbi Jodie 
Gordon, celebrating Barry’s 
life, took place on Monday, 
October 2, at Hevreh of 
Southern Berkshire.

Charlotte Shanblatt (nee 
Shapiro), 91, Rebbetzin, 
lover of knowledge and 
education
ELKINS PARK, PA - Charlotte 
Shanblatt (nee Shapiro), 91, 
passed away on Sunday, 
October 22. 

Born April 27, 1932, 
Charlotte was the wife of 
the late Rabbi Sanford 
D. Shanblatt, rabbi at 
Congregation Knesset Israel 
from 1960-1974. They served 
as Rabbi and Rebbetzin when 
the current KI building was 
being constructed and led 
the walking procession of the 
Torah scrolls from the former 
KI on Wendell Avenue (current 
location of the Berkshire 
Athenaeum) to their new home 
on Colt Road. Charlotte was 
the Junior Congregation leader 
and teacher for many years, 
known for her dedication to 

the community and Jewish 
life, her sharp mind and 
wisdom, and her poised 
elegance.

Charlotte had a lasting 
impact on all congregants and 
she taught the youth of KI to 
lead services with dignity and 
reverence. She was a lover 
of knowledge and education 
and was proud to raise her 
own three children devoted to 
Torah and mitzvot.

She was a musician and 
teacher by training and degree 
with enormous talent. Her 
mark on Knesset Israel is 
indelible.

Charlotte is survived 
by her sons Jonathan 
Shanblatt, Brian Shanblatt 
(Margo Heda), and Dr. Neal 
Shanblatt (Julianne); grand-
children Rachel (Perry) Bloch, 
Esther (Daniel) Weiskopf, 
Miriam Shanblatt, Benjamin 
Shanblatt and Alexis 
Shanblatt; great-grandchil-
dren Aviva Weiskopf, Kayla 
Weiskopf, and Jacob Bloch. 

Funeral services were 
held Monday, October 23 
at Knesset Israel, Pittsfield. 
Burial followed at Knesset 
Israel Cemetery. Contributions 
may be made to the Rabbi 
Sanford Shanblatt Endowment 
Fund at Knesset Israel, 16 
Colt Road, Pittsfield, MA 
01201 or knessetisrael.org.

OBITUARIES, 
continued from page 20
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About Cartoonist  
Mort Gerberg
By Linda H. Davis / Special to the BJV

A clutch of robed figures gesticulate as their 
luggage appears in an airport terminal. “Moses 
gets all the children out of Egypt, but not all their 
luggage,” says the caption of the cartoon rough 
Mort Gerberg posted on his Facebook page under 
the words “Getting out of Egypt was the easy 
part….”

Moses, Passover, a rabbi disguised as Santa: 
Gerberg has done some very funny religious- 
themed cartoons. 

At 92, Mort Gerberg is the longest-running 
living cartoonist for The New Yorker. A “multi-
genre” artist whose work has appeared online, 
in print, on TV, and in film, Gerberg has 45-plus 
books to his credit as illustrator, editor, and 
author, including books for children, the author-
itative Cartooning: The Art and the Business, 
and The All-Jewish Cartoon Collection. He has 
been a teacher, public speaker, and guest artist 
on television shows, ranging from NBC to Shari 
Lewis’s “Lamb Chop in the Land of No Manners.” 
His work has been displayed at The New York 
Historical Society, and purchased by The Library 
of Congress. Recipient of The National Cartoonists 
Society’s Gold Key Award among other honors. 
An accomplished pianist, he is particularly 
proud of having played Cole Porter’s Steinway 
at The New York Historical Society. According to 
Gerberg’s slightly out-of-date website, his hobbies 
include playing second base (for The New Yorker’s 
amateur baseball team), skiing, tennis, and ping 
pong. He also dances and sings in a choir.

Brooklyn-born, Gerberg started out wanting to 
be a journalist. But after “futzing around with trying 
to do cartoons,” as he put it to longtime New Yorker 
cartoonist Michael Maslin, he changed course. His 
early work appeared in little magazines, then Esquire 
and The Saturday Evening Post before ascending to 
Playboy and The New Yorker.

In the early years, The New Yorker bought some of 
Gerberg’s drawings for Charles Addams to turn into 

cartoons – a practice now long out of favor. (At least 
one became a George Price cartoon.)

In 2001, I had the pleasure of interviewing 
Gerberg for my biography of Charles Addams. A 
charming raconteur, Gerberg described Addams this 
way: “He was really like an elf – except that he was 
6’4” or so.” Gerberg himself, a small man with an 
eye patch and a fringe of graying hair falling over his 
forehead, has a naughty elfin look.

Fantagraphics Underground published a  
50-year career retrospective of cartoonist  

Mort Gerberg in 2019

Gerberg’s acerbic wit, sharp mind, and polit-
ical and social consciousness inform his recent 
cartoons. The climate crisis, Trump, the urgency of 
voting blue, and the Republican party dominate his 
subjects. (“Excellent!” says a man reading the House 
Republican Agenda. “It’s refreshingly unencumbered 
by any whiffs of moral conscience.”) There’s no sign 
of age in his drawings – “no stuttering, no scratchi-
ness, no hesitation in his line,” says Michael Maslin. 
But there’s plenty of chutzpah.

Alarmed by the state of our disunion; knocked 
back by the deaths of old friends to whom he 
has posted encomiums on his Facebook page – 
cartoonists Sam Gross and Ed Koren – Gerberg 
seems more solemn these days. When the 
pandemic broke, he and his wife, Judith, pulled 
up stakes in New York and moved to Colorado. 
Though they’ve returned to the city as often as 
they could for restorative visits and cartoon ideas, 
the move was hard on the artist.

But scrolling through Mort Gerberg’s Instagram 
and Facebook pages, you get the impression of a 
happy man – laughing with his fellow cartoonists, 
with his wife and family – while boating, skiing, 
and curled up around the Albert Einstein statue at 
the Washington Mall; still enthusiastic about his 
work, and determined to soldier on.

A man carrying a briefcase takes a seat at a 
bar. “I feel the need for an ethnic pickup, Herb,” 
he says. “Give me a glass of Manischewitz wine – 
straight up.”

Linda H. Davis is the author of three biogra-
phies: Charles Addams: A Cartoonist’s Life (Random 
House, 2006 / 2021), Badge of Courage: The Life 
of Stephen Crane (Houghton Mifflin, 1998), and 
Onward and Upward: A Biography of Katharine S. 
White (Harper & Row, 1987). Her e-book, Autism 
on the Farm: A Story of Triumph, Possibility, and a 

Place Called Bittersweet, was published by The Miniver 
Press. She was born in Portland, Oregon in 1953, but 
has lived in Massachusetts most of her life, now in 
Pittsfield. Married to Chuck Yanikoski, she is the mother 
of two, the mother-in-law of one, and the grandmother 
of three. Her writing has appeared in The New York 
Times, the Washington Post, CNN.com, Granta, The 
New Yorker, and other publications. 
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Call 413-445-2481 today to speak with one of our experienced advisors. 
rigllc.com | 45 Walker St., Lenox, MA

Advisory services offered through Renaissance Investment Group, LLC, an 
investment advisor registered with the U.S. Securities & Exchange Commission. 

Did you know that if your volatility is too high or if your 
portfolio risk is too low, then your chance of achieving your 
long-term goals goes down? Controlling your portfolio's 
volatility is one of the key tasks for your investment manager. 

At Renaissance, we can help you achieve the right portfolio 
balance to meet your unique goals and tolerance to risk.  
And our senior leaders are always available to explain the  
often baffling moves in the market.

Volatility Matters
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The Be’eri Printing Press:  
Israel’s Print Shop
For over seventy years, Be’eri Printers – Kibbutz Be’eri’s famous printing 
press – has touched the lives of all of us in Israel. On October 7, well over a 
hundred of Be’eri’s sons and daughters were murdered. Despite this disaster, 
the printing press was back in operation less than ten days later. This is the 
story of a pioneering project that has risen from the ashes, like a phoenix.

By Yael Ingel / National Library of Israel

When Levi Zrodinski (Zorea) made Aliyah to the Land of Israel from Ukraine 
in 1925, he could not have imagined that his vision and initiative would be real-
ized in a kibbutz in the Negev. He couldn’t have foreseen how this small kibbutz 
would become a printing giant in Israel over time, turning into one of the most 
advanced print shops in the world.

Levi, an enthusiastic 
Zionist, entrepreneur, and 
industrialist, settled in the 
city of Haifa and estab-
lished a successful print 
shop there. His idealistic and 
daring 18-year-old son, Lazar 
Zorea, was one of the group 
of pioneers who founded 
Kibbutz Be’eri.

In a clandestine opera-
tion immediately following 
Yom Kippur, October 6, 
1946, Lazar Zorea and his 
pioneering friends settled 11 
new locations overnight. These 
settlements, which included 
Kibbutz Be’eri, have since 
been called the “11 points”, 
and were highly significant 
in strengthening the Jewish 
population of the Negev.

The members of the young 
kibbutz sought after a stable 
source of revenue which 
would provide economic 
security for a small commu-
nity located right on Israel’s 

border with Gaza. Zorea, who had witnessed the success of his father’s print 
shop, worked with three other members to found the first print shop in the Negev 
desert. The idea of a print shop was very unconventional in the kibbutz move-
ment, but Lazar and his friends insisted and the project finally came into being 
after many talks between the kibbutz members. Zorea’s experienced father aided 
and encouraged them and the same was true of the Jewish Agency. Both worked 
to ensure the enterprise flourished.

Yigal Zorea, Lazar’s son, tells of how it all 
started, from almost nothing: “The press was in 
the beginning no more than an abandoned stone 
house with one letterpress machine, a compos-
itor whose lead letters were bought at a discount, 
and a modest binding machine. They printed a 
few simple forms and some documents of the new 
state institutions in the beginning.”

Yigal tells of how, as a youth in Kibbutz 
Be’eri, he had a job arranging the lead letters at the print shop, before moving to 
work in the orchard which was considered more “prestigious.” After his military 
service, he continued the family tradition, and after learning graphic design at 
Betzalel Academy he became a part of Be’eri Press, where he worked for 50 years, 
leading the transition from manual to computer design as a senior designer.

But the importance of Be’eri Printers stretched far beyond this southern 
region of Israel. Over time, the company became Israel’s printing press. Its 
knowledge and technology enabled processes of economic modernization 
necessary for the growing country – the move from the Lira to the Shekel, the 
introduction of magnetic checks used by all banks, and more.

You may not be aware of it, but Be’eri Printers is an integral, daily part of the 
lives of all Israeli citizens and everyone living in the country: all credit cards 
and driver’s licenses are printed there. The same is true of all the envelopes sent 
to you by the banks and official state institutions. In fact, it is at Be’eri Printers 

that the ma’atafit – the letter printed on the enve-
lope itself – was invented. This innovation has 
saved enormous amounts of paper over time.

On the Black Sabbath of October 7, 2023, 
Kibbutz Be’eri suffered unspeakable losses. Some 
130 of its members were slaughtered. Heroic 
battles took place among its paths, and many 
areas in the beautiful kibbutz were entirely 
destroyed. Miraculously or thanks to good luck, 
the print shop structure was unharmed.

Despite the heavy mourning over the 
murdered kibbutz members, which has not 
ended, and despite the fact that there are 
still members missing and held in Gaza, the 
surviving kibbutz members decided to renew 
operations at the printing press as fast as possible, rather than give up on the 
illustrious project they created and cultivated for decades. Ben Suchman, CEO 
of Be’eri Printers in recent years, along with other kibbutz members, did not let 
the shocking news and difficult situation drag them into despair. Ten days after 
the massacre at their kibbutz, they declared – “Be’eri Printers is open,” and they 
intend to bring the print shop to full capacity.

Yigal and his family were among those extracted from Kibbutz Be’eri and 
they are currently residing at Kibbutz Ein Gedi, which is hosting many of those 

remaining from the Be’eri 
community. In a conver-
sation with him, he shifts 
constantly between past and 
present. Every name and 
every event from the past 
of Be’eri Printers is tied to 
the disaster which befell the 
impressive, creative, and 
cohesive kibbutz community.

We all hope that Be’eri 
Printers, which is already 
up and running, can once 
again embody the pioneering 
spirit at the heart of the 
dear community of Be’eri. 
This enterprise can be the 
vanguard of efforts to rebuild 
all of the kibbutzim, towns 
and cities of the Gaza border 
region. They will rise, like a 
phoenix, from the ashes.

Be’eri Printers in the 1970s. Yigal Zorea, who designed the 
company’s logo, describes how it was created: “With the aid of 
compasses and curve rulers, I drew a geometric logo representing 
a combination of a print roll and a paper roll, which combine to 
create the unique letter bet. I also drew the logotype (letter type 
for company logo) using a compass.”  
From the Be’eri Printers Blog (Hebrew).

A German newspaper reports on a visit to Kibbutz 
Be’eri in the 1950s: “Most of the villages also 
have a small industry which in case of drought 
or locusts can cover the deficit. There is here – in 
the desert! – a modern print shop, which carries 
out orders from around the country.” The photo 
shows kibbutz pioneer Lazar Zorea From Yigal 
Zorea’s blog ‘Lines and Dots’ (Kavim VeNekudot) 
(Hebrew).

Ben Suchman (left), present CEO of Be’eri Printers, 
and Naor Paktzierez, member of the board. In the 
background is a sign saying “We are here.” It is 
a sign which Yigal Zorea designed in previous 
wars and which was unfortunately updated for a 
2023 version and hung at the entrance to Be’eri 
Printers. Photo from the Tmunot Be’eri (“Be’eri 
Pictures”, Hebrew) Facebook page

Be’eri Printers Logo



 

  

 
 
 
 

 

CHOOSE ONE SESSION 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You are the Help Until Help Arrives! 
Stop the Bleed is a national awareness campaign to empower each one of 

us to help in an emergency.  Led by trained professionals (nurses, EMS, law 
enforcement) this training will include hands-on experience with 

tourniquets and wound packing.  Must be 16 years of age. Space is limited 
and pre-registration required. We cannot accommodate walk-ins. 

 
Advance Registration Required by Nov 20 

Register online at tinyurl.com/StopBleed2023 
or contact (413) 442-4360, ext. 10, or federation@jewishberkshires.org 

 

 
 

          
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Tuesday, Nov. 28 
10:00-11:30 a.m. 
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire 
270 State Rd., Great Barrington 
 

Monday, Nov. 27 
6:30-8:00 p.m. 
Knesset Israel 
16 Colt Road, Pittsfield 
 

THIS FREE LIFE-SAVING TRAINING IS FOR EVERYONE! 

 Page 24 Berkshire Jewish Voice   •   jewishberkshires.org November 20  to December 31, 2023

CULTURE & ARTS

Celebrate Chanukah 5784 

Although we will celebrate the Festival of Lights with heavy hearts this 
year, we can also use Chanukah as an opportunity to share our light in a 
time of darkness. Set against the Brooklyn Bridge (which was overtaken last 
October by a despicable pro-Hamas protest), artist Yitzchok Moully’s 15-foot 
menorah is installed each year at New York’s South Street Seaport to mark 
the holiday season. A native of Australia and a rabbi by training, Moully 
writes that he “brings together the disparate colorful worlds of [my] hippie 
upbringing and Hasidic culture.” See more of his creations and works for sale 
(such as variations on his arresting Am Yisroel Chai logo) at moullyart.com. 

He created the mural below left in response to the 2019 shootings in 
Jersey City that tragically ended the lives of a police officer and three 
people at a Jewish grocery. The hanukkiah in the center is Moully’s Public 
Art Menorah designed for the current year, 5784. As Rabbi Moully put it 
when he and his work were featured in the Berkshire Jewish Voice back in 
2016, “Judaism really asks of us to find ourselves within the experience. 
It’s not about being a carbon copy. It’s asking us to find personal meaning 
within Judaism.”

 

 
 
 

 

 

Monday, December 18 at 7:00 p.m. (virtual) 
The Einstein Effect: How the World’s Favorite Genius Got into Our Cars, Our 
Bathrooms, and Our Minds with author, journalist and News Director of The 

Forward Benyamin Cohen. 
 

Thursday, January 11, at 7:00 p.m. (virtual) 
Most Fortunate Unfortunates: The Jewish Orphans’ Home of New Orleans 

with author and attorney Marlene Trestman. 
 

Thursday, February 8 at 7:00 p.m. (virtual) 
Teachers: The Ones I Can’t Forget with TV news correspondent, bureau 

chief, journalist and author Martin Fletcher. 
 

Thursday, February 29 at 7:00 p.m. (virtual) 
Luminous: An Artist’s Story as a Guide to Radical Creativity with artist and 

author Linda Frimer. 
 

Thursday, March 21 at 7:00 p.m. (virtual) 
Betty Friedan: Magnificent Disrupter with author, scholar and dramaturg 

Rachel Shteir. 
 

Thursday, April 11, at 7:00 p.m. (virtual) 
Rain of Ash: Roma, Jews, and the Holocaust with Vanderbilt University 

Associate Professor Ari Joskowicz. 
 

 

REGISTER AT JEWISHBERKSHIRES.ORG 

      

 

 

 

 

A Federation series in collaboration with the Jewish Book Council 
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