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We are almost there, 
but we need your help!
If you have not yet made your gift to the 2023  
Annual Campaign there is still time to do so.

Your gift will help us engage the next generation, support the  
elderly and vulnerable, and sustain Jewish life all year round.

Donate online at jewishberkshires.org 

THANK YOU FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE!

Middle East Update with 
Ambassador Dennis Ross
“Turmoil and Chaos. What’s Next?”

On Sunday, October 29 at 7:30 p.m., 
Federation’s Middle East Update returns with 
Ambassador Dennis Ross presenting. This free 
program will be streamed online – please visit 
our calendar of events page to register and 
receive a link via email.

Join foremost Middle East expert and 
diplomat Ambassador Dennis Ross to analyze 
Israel’s current political and social situation 
and explore its impact on US-Israel relations 
and the broader geopolitics of the Middle East. 

Dennis Ross is an American diplomat 
and author. He has served as the Director of 
Policy Planning in the State Department under 
President George H.W. Bush, the special Middle 
East coordinator under President Bill Clinton, 
and was a special adviser for the Persian Gulf 
and Southwest Asia to the former Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton. Ambassador Ross has 

published extensively on the former Soviet Union, arms control, and the greater 
Middle East, including Doomed to Succeed: The U.S-Israel Relationship from 
Truman to Obama (Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, October 2015). He has authored 
many op-eds in the New York Times, Washington Post, and other papers and maga-
zines. In addition, he writes monthly columns for US News and World Report and 
the New York Daily News. He lives in Washington, D.C.
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Jews Across the Americas: A New 
Sourcebook of Historical Diversity

On Thursday, November 16 at 7 p.m., join 
editors Laura Leibman and Adriana Brodsky 
as they talk about their book, Jews Across the 
Americas: A Sourcebook, 1492-Present.

This free program, part of “Jewish Literary 
Voices: A Federation Series in collabora-
tion with The Jewish Book Council,” will be 
presented via Zoom. Please visit our calendar 
of events at jewishberkshires.org to register. 

What is your understanding of the 
American Jewish experience?

Jews Across the Americas is a ground-
breaking sourcebook capturing the historical 
diversity and cultural breadth of American 
Jews across Latin America, the Caribbean, 
Canada, and the United States. Featuring 
primary documents as well as scholarly inter-
pretations, Jews Across the Americas builds 
upon new developments in Jewish Studies, 
engaging with transnationalism, race, sexu-
ality, and gender, and highlighting the lived 
experiences of those often left out of Jewish history.

Join scholars Laura Leibman and Adriana Brodsky in a timely discussion of 
how their book helps to understand everything from wills and advertisements to 
sermons, and how to interpret photographs, domestic architecture, and comics. 
Whether it’s a recipe from Brazil that blends Moroccan and Amazonian foodways, 
or a text about the first non-binary Jew to cross the Atlantic in the 18th century, 
each entry broadens our understanding of Jewish American history.

For more, visit jewsacrossamericas.com. For an excerpt from Jews Across the 
Americas, please turn to page 20.

Laura Arnold Leibman is a professor 
of English and Humanities at Reed 
College. Her numerous books have won 
four National Jewish Book Awards and 
a Jordan Schnitzer Book Award. She is 
the academic director of the multimedia 
television series American Passages, 
which won a Hugo Award.

Adriana M. Brodsky is a professor 
of Latin American and Jewish History 
at St. Mary’s College of Maryland. 
She is the author of Sephardi, Jewish, 
Argentine, and co-editor of The New 
Jewish Argentina. She is currently 
the co-president of the Latin American 
Jewish Studies Association.
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Join over 1,500 of the most 
creative, engaged, and active adults 
in the Berkshires (and beyond) for 
non-credit courses, events, and 
community. Online and in-person!
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Learn more at berkshireolli.org 
or call 413-236-2190
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OP-ED

RABBI REFLECTION

What Are We Not Noticing During the “Quiet” Month of Cheshvan?
By Rabbi Daveen Litwin / Jewish Federation of the Berkshires

during Cheshvan? What might we learn if we closely examined this potentially 
uninterrupted space?

On one level, we could simply approach Cheshvan as an open opportunity to 
linger with the memory of the energy and reflection from Tishrei, recalling the 
fragrance of the etrog or the taste of the honey, and translate that into how we 
live the rest of the year.

To go a little deeper, what initially seems to be an empty, silent space in the 
calendar is where the story of life begins. On the Shabbat just before we begin 
Cheshvan, we will have just read B’reishit, the creation stories of plant, animal 
and human life. Recalling those descriptions of Genesis, when we spend time in a 
garden or walk in the woods, we perceive the natural world as a place for quieting 
everyday noise and chaos. In reality, this space is not the stillness that we think.

For example, plants, fungi, and vegetation are generally thought to be silent, 
but new research from biologist Lilach Hadany of Tel Aviv University finds 
that plants make noise. Although the sounds that plants emit are too high for 
humans to hear, they are discernible through sensitive ultrasonic microphones. 
A computer converts the plant sounds to human hearing range. (The frequencies 
can even be transformed into music.)

While the intended recipients of the unique sounds may be other plants or 
creatures like moths, bats, or mice, the researcher’s goal is to interpret the 
sounds that are inaudible to the human ear so that we understand how to better 
care for the world around us.

After the noise of Tishrei – the recitation of transgressions, the shofar calls, 
the shaking of the lulav, acknowledging our errors, mourning the losses and 
challenges individually and globally, committing to reach toward goodness – 
Cheshvan softly reminds us, like the silent clamoring of the plants, Tishrei is still 
reverberating within us. 

With this sacred not-so-quiet month, we have the space to pay attention to 
the often inaudible vibrations emanating from our hearts, our neighbors, and our 
earth, and respond by transforming these inner messages into change-making 
actions of sustenance, communication, and co-existence in the external world. 

Rabbi Daveen Litwin is Director of Community Engagement and Programming 
of Jewish Federation of the Berkshires.

Letters to the Editor

In the Hebrew calendar, the month of Cheshvan 
(which begins October 15 this year) is traditionally 
understood as a contrast to the preceding month of 
Tishrei. Cheshvan is often characterized as quiet, empty 
of the rush of holy days that filled the recent weeks.  

Marcheshvan (the older name for the month 
which comes from warahsamnu, the Akkadian 
or Mesopotamian name meaning “eighth month”) 
became mar or “bitter Cheshvan” due to the lack of 
joyful holy days. Indeed, there are bitter dates in the 
month such as 18 Cheshvan, the massacre at the 
Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh (October 27, 
2018); 12 Cheshvan, the assassination of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin (November 4, 1995); and  

16 Cheshvan, Kristallnacht (November 9-10, 1938).  
Of course, Cheshvan is not really quiet nor is it devoid of holy days. Sigd 

falls on the 50th day after Yom Kippur, (beginning 29 Cheshvan, the evening of 

November 12 in 2023). In Ethiopian Jewish tradition, Sigd is thought to be the 
date on which God was revealed to Moses. Since 2008, Sigd has been officially 
recognized as a state holiday in Israel.

Along with acknowledging these ancient and contemporary markers that popu-
late the supposedly empty month of Cheshvan, perhaps the real challenge is to 
discover that there is more to sense and understand than we may initially realize 
is present in this so-called quiet stretch of our calendar. What are we not noticing 

To go a little deeper, what initially seems to  
be an empty, silent space in the calendar is 

where the story of life begins. 

Dear Jewish Federation  
of the Berkshires:

I want to express my apprecia-
tion for the Federation’s generous 
award of the Henry Simkin and 
Frances Simkin Schiller and 
Dr. Stanley and Faye Simkin 
Scholarship. As I embark on 
my college career at George 
Washington University this fall, I 
know that I am beginning this next 
phase of my life with your support 
and the values instilled in me by 
our Berkshire Jewish community.

I look forward to joining a new, 
larger Jewish community in 
Washington, DC and also returning 
home to reconnect with the 
community here.

Thanks again,
Allie Lamm
Lenox

Beginning a New Phase  
of Life – With Your Support

Making the Most of the Wonderful Opportunity  
to go to Jewish Summer Camp
Dear Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires:

Thank you for giving me the 
scholarship to go to URJ Eisner 
Camp. I love spending my 
summers at Eisner. I think song 
session and Israeli dance are 
my favorite parts of camp, other 
than my friends.

It makes me proud to know that 
people who would not ordi-
narily get to go to camp get to 
go because of the scholarships 
you provide. Thank you again 
for giving me the wonderful 
opportunity of going to Jewish 
summer camp.

Sincerely,

Mollye E. Goldstein
West Stockbridge

Allie Lamm (left), with Elisa Snowise, 
receiving the Henry Simkin and Frances 
Simkin Schiller and Dr. Stanley and Faye 
Simkin Scholarship at Federation’s 83rd 
annual meeting in June.



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DROP OFF LOCATIONS:  

• Carr Hardware, Gt. Barrington 
• Carr Hardware, Lenox 
• Jewish Federation, Pittsfield 
• Carr Hardware, North Adams 
 

 

Thank you for your Support! 

 

Pajamas will be distributed 
to families across the 
Berkshires by the MA Dept 
of Children and Families.  

November 6 – December 3
 

 

 

 

Women’s Foundation 
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OP-ED

Welcome Susan Levine, Federation’s New Food Service Director for 
Connecting With Community Kosher Lunch and Meals-on-Wheels Program
Shalom,

My name is Susan Levine and I am the new Food Service Director for the 
kosher lunch program. I know Cindy Bell-Deane has been running the program 
for 25 years and that I have big shoes to fill. I do not intend to replace her but to 
continue and add to the incredible work she has done. 

I grew up in Riverdale, NY and the extent of my Jewish upbringing was mainly 
cultural – nursery school at the Riverdale Temple, 3 years of sleepaway camp 
(Cejwin and the NJ Y Camp), and going to different synagogues from Reform to 
Orthodox for the High Holy Days. I never felt a connection, however, and I refused 
to go to Hebrew school. 

What did resonate was the food. I always looked forward to each holiday 
knowing there would be something baked, boiled, or fried that would permeate 
the air and bring a warm and satisfying feeling over me before the food even 
touched my lips. My mother wasn’t a particularly good cook. She and her 
siblings were not allowed in the kitchen growing up. My maternal grandmother, 
however, was a wonderful cook. Even though I was very young when she passed 
away I can vividly remember the house smelling like “Jewish food”, especially 
around Passover. 

One summer when I was in high school, a neighbor asked if I would like to 
work for her when she catered parties. I loved it! I always liked to putter about in 
the kitchen but I never considered going into the culinary arts. Painting and the 
fine arts were my passion from a young age. I graduated from Hunter College with 
a degree in Studio Art/Painting but then…what does one do with that?

After graduating, I started working full-time as a diamond broker on 47th 
Street in NYC, all the while putting aside any creative outlets and growing 
increasingly frustrated. I decided to sign up for 
some cooking classes, one in sushi making and the 
other making hors d’oeuvres. Once again, I loved 
being in the kitchen and making food. Shortly 
after that, I enrolled in a work/study program at 
Peter Kump’s New York Cooking School. For 6 
months we did grunt work in exchange for tuition. 
I learned so much more during that time than I 
would have had I not done it. After graduating with 
a Culinary Arts degree and learning French techniques using butter, cream, and 
eggs, I wanted to learn some healthier ways of incorporating my skills. I applied 
for an internship at Canyon Ranch in Tucson, AZ. 

Having lived in NYC my whole life, I wanted to experience a different environ-
ment. I was very fortunate and got to stay on the Canyon Ranch property while 
learning all the different aspects of healthy living and cuisine. It was one of the 
best experiences of my life. When I returned home, I had no interest in working 
at a restaurant. I wanted to continue working in catering and corporate dining, 
which I did for several years. 

Over the years, I would come up to 
the Berkshires and enjoy all that this 
place has to offer – hiking, museums, 
music, etc. So about 20 years ago I 
started looking for a place to escape the 
hustle and bustle of NYC. After a few 
years, I found a house in New Lebanon. 
Not having ever lived in a house I had no 
idea what I was getting myself into. As 
my brother said, “There’s no doorman 
or super”. I didn’t know what a septic 
system or furnace was. But every Friday 
after work, I would drive up with my car 
loaded to the gills and started to settle 
into my second home. After a few years 
of going back and forth, I would be sad to 
go back to NYC on Sundays. I was much 
happier up here in the country with my 
vegetable garden and wildlife outside my 
window. I took a deep breath and quit 
my job that I loved with all the perks and 
benefits to start a new life. And here I am.

In the summer, my parents would come up from Florida and stay with me for a 
few months. My father liked to attend Saturday morning services so I would take 
him to different synagogues in the area. He was happy to discover the Federation 

Lunch Program at Knesset Israel. He would 
read the menu in the Berkshire Jewish Voice 
and circle the days he wanted to attend with my 
mother. That is how I learned of the program. As 
my parents aged, they weren’t able to come to 
visit, but I know how important it was for them 
to get meals provided by the Jewish Federation 
down in Miami. 

I look forward to meeting you and working 
with the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires. I hope to bring that support and 
sense of nourishment both body and soul my parents received to this community. 
I welcome any ideas or suggestions to make this program the best it can be.

I hope to bring support and a sense  
of nourishment of both body and 

soul to this community

Susan Levine
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Thank you to our supporters!
The Berkshire Jewish Voice extends a very special “thank you” 
for the generosity extended by those who have sent in their 
contributions for voluntary subscriptions to the paper.

 

SAVE THE DATE

 

Chanukah at NightWood 
Sunday, December 10 
at The Mount, Lenox  

 

Immerse yourself in the ethereal light, 
sound, and color of NightWood and 

 then join us for a community  
celebration with live music, glow fun,  

and the lighting of the menorah.  
 

Stay tuned for more details 
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The Art of Marc Chagall: Love and 
War through Yiddish Eyes, with 
Linda Burghardt

On Thursday, October 19 at 7 p.m., join Dr. Linda Burghardt, scholar-in- 
residence at the Holocaust Memorial & Tolerance Center and contributor to the 
Berkshire Jewish Voice, for “The Art of Marc Chagall: Love and War through 
Yiddish Eyes.”

This free Jewish Federation of the Berkshires program will be presented via 
Zoom. Please visit our calendar of events at jewishberkshires.org for links to  
our programs.

Writes Linda Burghardt:

Born in a small Russian village, Marc Chagall rose to become one of the most 
famous and influential artists of his day. His paintings are filled with fantastic 
imagery: lovers flying over cities, animals with human faces, people turning into 
violins, musicians leaping over rooftops. Yet despite his many sources of inspira-
tion, his Jewish roots, he said, were always his truest guide: “If I were not Jewish  
I never would have become an artist.”

Join us for an immersive discussion of this great artist’s work.

Dr. Linda Burghardt is the Scholar-in-Residence at the 
Holocaust Memorial & Tolerance Center in New York and 
has been a summer resident of the Berkshires for many 
years. She worked as a reporter for The New York Times 
for 20 years and has contributed articles and essays to the 
Berkshire Jewish Voice, the Berkshire Eagle, USA Today, 
the Chicago Tribune, the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, the 
Times of Israel, and the Jerusalem Post, among other major 
newspapers. She is the author of three non-fiction books 
and has lectured to both national and international audi-
ences. She holds a Ph.D. from Long Island University and 
is the daughter of Holocaust survivors from Vienna.

The Cost of Free Land: Jews,  
Lakota and an American Inheritance 
with Rebecca Clarren

On Thursday, October 26 at 7 p.m., “Jewish Literary 
Voices: A Federation Series in collaboration with The 
Jewish Book Council” hosts Rebecca Clarren, an 
award-winning author whose new book, The Cost of 
Free Land: Jews, Lakota, and An American Inheritance, 
investigates the entangled history of her Jewish ances-
tors’ land in South Dakota and the Lakota, who were 
forced off that land by the United States government

This free program will be presented via Zoom. Please 
visit our calendar of events at jewishberkshires.org  
to register. 

Growing up, Rebecca Clarren only knew the major 
plot points of her tenacious immigrant family’s origins. 
Her great-great-grandparents, the Sinykins, and their 
six children fled antisemitism in Russia and arrived 

in the United States at the turn of the 20th century, ultimately settling on a 
160-acre homestead in South Dakota. Over the next few decades, despite tough 
years on a merciless prairie and multiple setbacks, the Sinykins became an 
American immigrant success story.

What none of Clarren’s ancestors ever mentioned was that their land, the 
foundation for much of their wealth, had been cruelly taken from the Lakota by 
the United States government. By the time the Sinykins moved to South Dakota, 
America had broken hundreds of treaties with hundreds of Indigenous nations 
across the continent, and the land that had once been reserved for the seven bands 
of the Lakota had been diminished, splintered, and handed for free, or practically 
for free, to white settlers. In The Cost of Free Land, Clarren melds investigative 
reporting with personal family history to reveal the intertwined stories of her family 
and the Lakota, and the devastating cycle of loss of Indigenous land, culture, and 
resources that continues today.

With deep empathy and clarity of purpose, Clarren grapples with the personal 
and national consequences of this legacy of violence and dispossession. What does 
it mean to survive oppression only to perpetuate and benefit from the oppression of 

others? By shining a light on the people and families tangled up in 
this country’s difficult history, The Cost of Free Land invites readers 
to consider their own culpability and what, now, can be done.

About Rebecca Clarren
Award-winning journalist Rebecca Clarren has been writing about 

the rural West for more than 20 years. Her journalism, for which she 
has won the Hillman Prize, an Alicia Patterson Foundation Fellowship, 
and ten grants from the Fund for Investigative Journalism, has 
appeared in such publications as Mother Jones, High Country News, 
The Nation, and Salon.com. Her 2018 debut novel, Kickdown, was 
shortlisted for the PEN/Bellwether Prize. 

Winner of a 2021 Whiting Nonfiction Grant, The Cost of Free 
Land is, said the jury, “a brilliantly conceived family history, one 
that places questions of responsibility and atonement at the center 
of the conversation about America’s political future.”

She lives in Portland, OR.Anonymous – 3
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And we’re here for the same reasons.
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Burlington’s Little Jerusalem & The 
Lost Mural Project: An International 
Treasure in Vermont 

On Thursday, 
November 2 at 
7 p.m., explore New 
England’s Jewish 
Lithuanian immi-
grant history and 
the “Lost Mural,” 
an example of the 
lost genre of painted 
wooden syna-
gogue wall murals. 
Utilizing maps, 
murals, photos, and 
surveys, partici-
pants will journey 
with co-founders 
of the Lost Mural 

Project, Aaron Goldberg and Jeff Potash, to understand how a village and its 
culture were transplanted from Lithuania and sustained in Burlington, Vermont.

This free program will be presented via Zoom. Please visit our calendar of 
events at jewishberkshires.org to register. 

The “Lost Mural” is the work of Ben Zion Black, a Lithuanian Jewish immi-
grant, mandolin orchestra leader, theatrical producer, and all-around impresario 
who immigrated to Burlington. The mural has been recognized as one of only a 
handful of remaining examples of this once joyful art form.

Black was hired in 1910 to paint the mural for the city’s Chai Adam syna-
gogue. Black’s style and imagery connected America’s Jewish immigrant 
worshipers to wooden Eastern European synagogues, which had been adorned 
with similarly colorful and intricately painted interiors since the 18th century. 
Most of these synagogues – and the precious artworks inside – were destroyed by 
the Soviet Union and Nazis.

In 1939, Chai Adam merged with Ohavi Zedek, leaving the 11-foot high, 
21-foot wide, and 9-foot deep mural behind. In 1970, the building became Harry 
Wheel’s Carpet Gallery. Wheel was a devout Catholic, but his son-in-law wanted 
the Black mural preserved because, he said, it “spoke to him.”

Aaron Goldberg and Jeff Potash are on the Board of Directors of the Lost 
Mural Project and were the catalysts behind the 2015 move of the Lost Mural. 
Conservators successfully completed the cleaning of the mural in 2021 and its full 
restoration in 2022. The Friends of the Lost Mural Board is currently in a worldwide 
fundraising campaign for an immigrant educational initiative. More information at: 
www.lostmural.org

it as Kristallnacht: Night of the Broken Glass. In commemoration, this program 
led by Nancy Kotz of Jewish Art Education will introduce European synagogues 
that were the center of the Jewish world, prior to the Holocaust…and highlight 
those that were destroyed or lost. 

Writes Nancy Kotz:

Jews were part of the fabric of daily life though they experienced anti-Semitism 
which permeated Europe for centuries. Until 1948 and the establishment of the 
State of Israel, Jews were always in the minority in every country. As such, Jews 
always adopted and adapted to the mainstream or host communities throughout 
the world. They adopted the language, manner, art, and architecture of their host 
neighbors. They worked among the general population. In the Jewish quarter, their 
synagogues mirrored the details and style of the churches or cathedrals nearby. 

Join her as she shares images and stories from this lost Jewish architecture.

Nancy Kotz is the founder and content curator for VisualArtsDC, a social 
media-based community with over 1300 followers focused on the visual arts in 
the metropolitan Washington, DC region. Since 2015 she has been presenting for 
Jewish Art Education (JAE).

For more on Jewish Federation programs, visit our calendar of events at 
jewishberkshires.org.

“Lost Synagogues,” with Nancy Kotz
PITTSFIELD – On Thursday, November 9 at 7 p.m., educator Nancy Kotz 
will present “Lost Synagogues,” a program marking the 85th anniversary of 
Kristallnacht. 

This free program will be presented via Zoom. Please visit our calendar of 
events at jewishberkshires.org to register. 

The 9th of November is known primarily as the November Pogrom in the 
German-speaking world. Those within the English-speaking world typically know 

“Jewish Book Month’s  
Community One Read,”  
with author Dani Shapiro 

On Wednesday, November 8 
at 1 p.m., “Jewish Literary 
Voices: A Federation Series in 
collaboration with The Jewish 
Book Council” hosts a special 
event–Jewish Book Month’s 
Community One Read. Join 
other JBC Network sites for  
an interactive conversation 
with author Dani Shapiro 
about the parallels of her two 
National Jewish Book Award-
winning books, Inheritance 
and Signal Fires.

This free program will be presented via Zoom. Please visit our calendar of 
events at jewishberkshires.org to register. 

Dani Shapiro is the best-selling author of the 
memoirs Hourglass, Still Writing, Devotion, and Slow 
Motion, and Inheritance: A Memoir of Genealogy, 
Paternity, and Love, and five novels including Black 
& White and Family History. Her short fiction, essays, 
and journalistic pieces have appeared in The New 
Yorker, Granta, Tin House, One Story, Elle, The New 
York Times Book Review, the op-ed pages of The New 
York Times, and many other publications. Dani has 
taught in the writing programs at Columbia, NYU, 
The New School, and Wesleyan University. She is 
a co-founder of the Sirenland Writers Conference 
in Positano, Italy. She lives in Litchfield County, 
Connecticut, with her family.

Your Federation Presents

Experience the Berkshires’ 
Premier Wine, Spirits, 

Craft Beer & Cheese Shop

Experience the Berkshires’ Experience the Berkshires’ 
Premier Wine, Spirits, Premier Wine, Spirits, 

Craft Beer & Cheese ShopCraft Beer & Cheese Shop

Jim Nejaime, Wine Merchant

444 Pittsfield Road  
Lenox, MA 01240  

413.448.2274

Visit Visit SPIRITED-WINES.COMSPIRITED-WINES.COM  
for convenient orderingfor convenient ordering

Pickup, Delivery & Shipping or come in to our shop!Pickup, Delivery & Shipping or come in to our shop!

Visit Visit SPIRITED-WINES.COMSPIRITED-WINES.COM  
for convenient orderingfor convenient ordering
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Sustaining Commitments and Ideals
Robert and Harriet Miller on the importance of ensuring that Federation’s work will continue

CREATE A JEWISH LEGACY

Harriet and Robert Miller made up their minds that the 
Berkshires would be their summer home nearly a decade 
ago. As they became familiar with the community, the 
couple – both retired attorneys – recognized that involve-
ment with Jewish Federation of the Berkshires would offer 
a way of sustaining the professional and personal commit-
ments and ideals to which they had devoted their careers 
and communal lives. 

Harriet left Rutgers University Law School “very 
interested in working in the area of discrimination” – under-
standable, she says, after the “horrifying stories” she heard 
growing up of how her father had to flee the young Soviet 
Union after the Bolsheviks seized her family’s shoe factory. 
She worked first for the Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare in Washington, DC, where her office enforced 
school desegregation under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964 and drafted regulations to make buildings hand-
icapped accessible. She also helped in the drafting of 
regulations under Title IX concerning girls’ sports.

Bob also worked for the federal government when he met Harriet. After they 
married and had two sons, they moved to Dallas, where Bob became a partner 
specializing in telecommunications for a large law firm and Harriet had a 
private civil practice. In their more than two decades living in Texas, the couple 
held leadership positions in their synagogue, the local chapter of the Anti-
Defamation League, and the Dallas Holocaust and Human Rights Museum. 
Through their involvement with the Jewish Federation in Dallas, they partic-
ipated with others from their community on a Mission to Israel and “were 
shown the red carpet,” which included meet-ups with Benjamin Netanyahu 
and Yitzchak Rabin and the chance to view some of the actual Dead Sea 
Scrolls usually guarded in the vaults of the Israel Museum in Jerusalem.

“That was a very pivotal trip for me,” remembers Bob about his first visit 
to the Jewish State. “Just to see the way of life, the bravery of the people 
living in Israel, made a big impression.”

When the Millers started spending time at a home they would retire to in 
Palm Beach County in 2013, neither felt the same impetus to get involved 
in local Jewish communal life – institutions in South Florida are very well-
funded and accomplish great things, but Bob says that personally, they felt 
like “a small piece of a large pie.” In 2014, they discovered the charms and 
summer climate of the Berkshires and began to divide their time between 
the Sunshine State and a home in Lee. “Florida is fine,” says Bob, “but the 
Berkshires is our happy place, where we really look forward to going.”

Harriet says that her first awareness of all this Jewish community has 
to offer came through reading the Berkshire Jewish Voice, “a very important 

publication because when you read it, you see how vibrant 
this community is – and not just from the articles, but from 
the ads for all the different things that are going on” of Jewish 
and general interest.

From there, Harriet connected with Federation through 
its sponsorship of ADL’s A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE anti-
bias training programs in local middle and high schools. 
“The desegregation work that I did as an attorney makes 
me to this day very sensitive to stories about incidents 
happening in public schools,” she explains. “There were 
antisemitic incidents that happened in recent years in 
public schools here, so it was a very logical decision for 
us to want to direct our contributions to support an effort 
like A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE, which helps to combat 
discrimination at the earliest levels of a child’s education. 
Because that’s where it all begins.”

The Millers say that they were touched by the way they 
received a telephone call to personally thank them for their 
initial gift. “Jewish Federation of the Berkshires is such a 

well-run, warm, and embracing organization,” Bob says,  
“that we feel very comfortable making the commitments we have made.”

“Federation is vibrant, active, and committed, and the feeling is conta-
gious,” says Harriet. “What we’re doing here is working. It’s meaningful. And as 
[executive director] Dara Kaufman says, ‘our Federation is small, but mighty.’ 
It is indeed. Federations across the country do great work. We just really did 
feel that our dollars and volunteer time would be very much appreciated and 
very much welcomed and very much needed up here.”

Echoing Harriet’s sentiments, Bob adds: “We wanted to do something that 
would give back to this community, where, for lack of a better way to say it, our 
contribution would really make a difference. Federation fit that bill very well. 
And since we’ve done that, we’ve been very pleased with everything we’ve done or 
seen, and we look forward to maintaining that relationship going forward.”

Although the Millers don’t have a longtime connection to the Berkshires, 
they say they recognize the importance of Federation in the present and 
to the future of Jewish life in the region. And so they made a meaningful 
commitment to our Legacy Circle.

“Relatively speaking, Jewish Federation of the Berkshires is a smaller 
entity with a smaller budget than other Jewish organizations,” says Harriet. 
“But it makes every dollar go quite far. And I think those efforts should and 
must be recognized by Jewish people in this area and supported in a tangible 
way with donations. When we are not here anymore, Federation will receive 
the legacy funds – and it gives me some peace, I must say, some pleasure, to 
know that the work will continue.”

PJ Library Brings Warmth and 
Comfort to At-Risk Children
Jewish Community Pajama Drive

As chilly weather returns to the 
Berkshires, the PJ Library Pajama 
drive conducted by the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires also 
returns to help the many children 
in our community who may lack the 
comfort of warm sleepwear. 

We again team up with Carr 
Hardware to offer drop-off of 

brand-new pajamas (sizes newborn to teen) at these convenient locations across 
Berkshire County: 

• Carr Hardware, 256 Main Street in Great Barrington 

• Carr Hardware, 489 Pittsfield Road in Lenox 

• Jewish Federation of the Berkshires, 196 South Street in Pittsfield 

• Carr Hardware, 179 State Road in North Adams 

The Pajama Drive runs from November 6 through December 3.
Monetary donations towards the purchase of pajamas are also welcome.
Questions? Contact Molly Meador at (413) 442-4360, ext. 14 or email: 

mmeador@jewishberkshires.org.
Donations will be received by the Massachusetts Department of Children  

and Families in Pittsfield and will be distributed to local families during the 
holiday season. 

PJ Library, in collaboration with the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, is made 
possible in the Berkshires through the generous support of the Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires, the Spitz Tuchman Family Fund, and the Jewish Women’s 
Foundation of Berkshire County.

Thank you volunteers  
Ellen Rosenblatt 

and the BJV delivery team,  
Roman Rozenblyum and others.

The Jewish Women’s Foundation of the 
Berkshires (JWF) recently announced grant 

awards totaling $79,000 for 24 local organiza-
tions. The grants range  
from $1,000 to $4,500 and run for one year. 
Funded programs fall into three priority 
areas: 

Increasing Access to Basic Needs, such 
as Food, Housing, and Other Essentials for 
Berkshire Residents: Berkshire Bounty, 

Berkshire Grown, The People’s Pantry, 
Construct, Berkshire Community Diaper 

Project, Berkshire Hills Regional School District, 
Berkshire South Community Center, Roots and 

Dreams and Mustard Seeds, The Christian Center of 
Pittsfield, The Guthrie Center

Promoting Self-Sufficiency: Second Street Second Chances, Elizabeth Freeman 
Center, Berkshire Black Economic Council, Berkshire Immigrant Center, 18 
Degrees, Literacy Network, Community Legal Aid, Volunteers in Medicine

Empowering Youth and Young Adults: Gladys Allen Brigham Community 
Center/Girls Inc. of the Berkshires, Grace Church Episcopal of Southern 
Berkshires, Railroad Street Youth Project, Greenagers, Community Health 
Program, Roots Rising 

In its 14th year, JWF, under the auspices of Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires, has granted more than $520,000 to community organizations. JWF 
is committed to the Jewish mandate of Tikkun Olam – helping to repair the world 
and making it a better place. JWF carries out its mission by providing funding, 
volunteers, mentoring, and support services to local agencies. JWF has over 180 
members who are passionate about giving back to the Berkshire community.

Follow Jewish Women’s Foundation of the Berkshires on Facebook or on its 
website at JWFB.org. Contact via email is: jwfberkshires@gmail.com.

Jewish Women’s Foundation of  
the Berkshires Awards $79,000  
in New Grants to Benefit  
Berkshire Residents

You can now read and share Berkshire Jewish Voice feature 
stories online! Visit jewishberkshires.org and select 

Community & Events>Berkshire Jewish Voice for links to 
highlights of current and past issues.
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I, Teresa de Lucena: 
How We Built the Book
GREAT BARRINGTON – On Sunday, October 22 at 
2 p.m., Congregation Ahavath Sholom invites the 
community to join in a conversation about I, Teresa 
de Lucena: Reflections on the Trial of a Conversa. 
Participating will be the book’s illustrator, Annie 
Zeybekoglu, its author, Ellen Kanner, and Rabbi 
Barbara Cohen. Using examples from the book, they 
will illustrate the interplay between text, interpreta-
tion, and design and lead what promises to be a lively 
conversation about the creative process, book arts, 
and Jewish tradition. 

I, Teresa de Lucena: Reflections on the Trial of a 
Conversa tells the story of Teresa de Lucena (1467-
1545), a woman who faced the Spanish Inquisition 
twice. It is a work of microhistory, a nonfiction genre 
that places an individual at the center of the narra-
tive and then zooms out to create the larger context 
of her life and times. Where did she live? How old 
was she when her father fled from Spain? Who 
were the witnesses against her? The book is based 
on Kanner’s translations of the original Inquisition 
transcripts. Zeybekoglu’s evocative illustrations 
and Rabbi Cohen’s insights into Jewish culture will 
create an intimate portrait of a conversa and her 
tumultuous times.

“This is an astonishing work, historically rigorous 
and profoundly affecting” according to Kirkus Reviews.

Ellen Kanner – Rabbi Cohen’s sister – is an inde-
pendent scholar and teacher who lived and studied in 
Spain. In her career as a nonprofit professional, she 
led development and strategic planning initiatives in 
Boston and the Berkshires, where she and her family 
lived for many years. Annie Zeybekoglu – Kanner’s 
classmate at Smith College is an artist and book 
designer with extensive commercial and teaching expe-
rience. Rabbi Barbara Kipnis Cohen has served as 
the spiritual leader of Congregation Ahavath Sholom 
since 2005. She is a lifelong student and teacher of 
Torah and Jewish mysticism.

Congregation Ahavath Sholom is at 15 North 
Street in Great Barrington. For more information: 
ahavathsholom.com.

Distinguished Scholar 
David Arnow to 
Illuminate Themes of 
Redemption and Hope 
at Knesset Israel
PITTSFIELD - Knesset Israel is excited to announce 
the return of the Wildman Scholar in Residence 
weekend with renowned scholar David Arnow, Ph.D. 
on Friday, October 27, and Saturday, October 28. 
This engaging event promises profound insights into 
biblical narratives and their contemporary relevance. 

Friday Night: The Passover Haggadah, Moses, 
and the Human Role in Redemption

On Friday night after Shabbat services and 
dinner, delve into the intriguing connections between 
the Passover Haggadah, Moses, and the concept of 
redemption. Using the Torah portion Lekh Lekha 
as a springboard, Dr. Arnow will unveil the role of 
human agency in redemption processes throughout 
history. This talk will take place after special 
Shabbat services and a community Shabbat dinner. 
Registration required.

Shabbat Morning D’var Torah: “Going Forth  
in Hope”

Saturday morning, join KI for a compelling D’var 
Torah titled “Going Forth in Hope.” Dr. Arnow will 
explore the resilient relationship between Abraham 
and God, shedding light on perseverance and opti-
mism even in challenging times. 

Saturday after Kiddush: “Abraham and Sarah: 
Living in Hope”

The event concludes Saturday after Kiddush with 
a session on Abraham and Sarah, offering fresh 
insights into the role of hope in pivotal events from 
the Va-Yera Torah portion. There will be time for 
questions following the presentation.

This scholar-in-residence Shabbat is gener-
ously supported by the Dorothy & Carl Wildman 
Lecture Series at Knesset Israel. The Wildmans were 
long-time members of KI whose love of learning 
moved them to create an endowment to support 
adult Jewish learning at the synagogue and wider 
community

For more information and to RSVP, go to  
knessetisrael.org/event/WildmanScholarArnow. 

About David Arnow, Ph.D.
Dr. David Arnow is a 

distinguished psychologist 
and scholar, renowned for 
his expertise in the festival 
of Passover. His notable 
works include Creating 
Lively Passover Seders, 
My People’s Passover 
Haggadah, and Exodus 
Conversations. With a 
passion for bridging ancient 
wisdom and contemporary 

challenges, Dr. Arnow’s teachings resonate with audi-
ences seeking deeper connections to their heritage.

Author Ellen Kanner and illustrator Annie Zeybekoglu

Explore New 
Dimensions of Torah 
with “Another Angle: 
The Parsha Through 
Rabbinic Texts” 
A new class by  
Rabbi Becca Walker
PITTSFIELD – Embark on a journey of Torah explo-
ration with “Another Angle: The Parsha Through 
Rabbinic Texts,” led by Rabbi Becca Walker, the new 
Director of Lifelong Learning at Knesset Israel.

This class offers a fresh perspective on the weekly 
Torah portion by delving into related Talmudic and 
Midrashic texts. Whether you’re new to Talmudic 
studies or a seasoned learner, this discussion-based 
class promises to ignite your curiosity and deepen 
your understanding of these texts.

Writes Rabbi Walker:

“Another Angle: The Parsha Through Rabbinic 
Texts” is not your typical parsha class. We will use 
the weekly Torah portion as a springboard into the 
rich world of rabbinic literature. Each session will 
feature a Talmudic or Midrashic text that intersects 
with the parsha, initiating an exploration to uncover 
insights and connections. This class is designed 
to be inclusive and welcoming to participants of all 

Explore the Evolution 
of American Jewish 
Comedy: “When did 
Jews Become Funny? A 
Historical Perspective”
PITTSFIELD – Delve into the captivating history 
of American Jewish humor with “When did Jews 
Become Funny? A Historical Perspective,” an event 
led by Phil Halpern. Join Knesset Israel on Sunday, 
November 19 at 10:30 a.m., as Halpern examines 
the significant role Jews have played in shaping the 
world of comedy.

Phil Halpern’s presentation will highlight various 
facets of Jewish humor, accompanied by illustrations 
and videos. Through clips of legendary comedians 
like Fanny Brice, Mel Brooks, Jackie Mason, Elaine 
May, Joan Rivers, and others, attendees will gain a 
historical perspective on the evolution of American 
Jewish Comedy. This event promises laughter, 
lively discussions, and a deeper appreciation for 
the enduring impact of Jewish comedians on the 
comedic landscape.

For more information and registration go to knes-
setisrael.org/rsvp. This event is free and open to all. 
Knesset Israel is at 16 Colt Road in Pittsfield.

“Meaning & Mishnah,” 
wIth Emily Rogal, 
Jewish Educator

The Mishnah is a 2nd century text that acts as the 
rabbinic “Reddit room,” where rabbis spoke, argued, 
told stories, made bold claims, and remembered what 
had come before. Join Congregation Beth Israel of 
the Berkshires to delve into this rich and gorgeous 
text alongside Hasidic commentaries, contemporary 
poetry and reflections, and – most importantly – 
personal insights from our lived experiences! 

On the Wednesdays of October 18 and 25 and 
November 1 and 8, join Emily Rogal rom 7:30 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. on Zoom for “Meaning and Mishnah.” Says 
Rogal: “No previous text study, Hebrew, or prayer 
experience necessary – just open minds and hearts. 
During this first course, we aim to learn the first half 
of Mishnah Brakhot through studying the text itself, 
creative translations, commentaries, poetry, and 
more.” A second course is planned for later in 5784.

Registration for the full five-session course 
is $36 for CBI members and $50 for non-mem-
bers. Registration for individual sessions is $10 
each. Scholarships are available – please contact 
Rabbi Rachel Barenblat at rabbi@cbiberkshires.
com for more information. Register online at bit.ly/
CBI-Mishnah-5784.

levels, making it an excellent opportunity for those 
new to Talmudic studies.

The class spans over six sessions, with the possi-
bility of continuation beyond the initial offering. 
Sessions are scheduled for Wednesday afternoons at 
1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. on October 25, November 1, 
November 8, November 15, November 29, and 
December 6.

For more information and to register please 
visit knessetisrael.org/event/Another-Angle-Torah. 
Knesset Israel is at 16 Colt Road in Pittsfield. 

LOCAL NEWS
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Book Group Discussion 
with author Elizabeth 
Graver
NORTH ADAMS – On Tuesday, October 17 at 
4:30 p.m., Congregation Beth Israel of the Berkshires 
welcomes author Elizabeth Graver, whose novel 
Kantika (“song” in Ladino) was inspired by the life 
story of her maternal grandmother, Rebecca Cohen, 
daughter of the Sephardic elite of early 20th-century 
Istanbul. Her shapeshifting journey took her to Cuba, 
Spain, and New York. New York Times reviewer Ayten 
Tartici writes, “In Graver’s vision, migration is never 
simply a one-way street. Kantika is a meticulous 
endeavor to preserve the memories of a family, an 
elegy and a celebration both.”

Come talk about Kantika with Elizabeth and 
her mother, Suzanne Graver, who leads CBI’s book 
club and whose childhood is part of this story. This 
event is free and open to the public. All are welcome 
to join the author in person at CBI or participate 
online via Zoom. RSVP at cbiberkshires.com/event/
elizabeth-graver-kantika.

CBI is at 53 Lois Street in North Adams.

Nefesh and Jewish 
Journeys Family 
Programs at CBI
NORTH ADAMS – Join Congregation Beth Israel 
of the Berkshires in gathering as a community for 
various Shabbat and holiday celebrations that bring 
together affiliated and independent families for 
connection and learning. 

These gatherings take place at CBI or at private 
homes in the northern Berkshires and southern 
Vermont. When you RSVP, you will receive loca-
tion details (if a private home). Contact Rabbi Jarah 
Greenfield, Director of Youth & Family Learning, at 
learning@cbiberkshires.com for more information 
and to RSVP for programs.

CBI is at 53 Lois Street in North Adams. RSVP for 
all services at cbiberkshires.com/calendar-of-events. 

Nefesh
Care Packages for Hospitalized Kids – Saturday, 
October 28 at 3 p.m. in Lanesborough: Learn about 
the mitzvah of caring for the sick and make care 
packages for hospitalized kids at Berkshire Medical 
Center. The event will conclude with the ritual of 
Havdalah.

Make Public Art! Outdoor Menorah – Saturday, 
November 11 at 1 p.m. in Bennington, VT: CBI 
commissioned an artist to build it, now it’s time to 
paint it! The congregation will hold a community 
Hanukkah candle lighting and dedicate this outdoor 
menorah on December 9.

Jewish Journeys
Jewish Journeys is a new program for children 

in Kindergarten through 7th grade where joyful, 
creative, experiential Jewish learning is open to 
everyone. CBI will provide a rich and stimulating 
Jewish education that gives kids the freedom to 
discover Jewish learning based on their own passions 
and interests under the guidance of experienced 
Jewish educators.

Sign up now for exciting new electives for children 
in Grades 3-7! CBI is opening enrollment for three 
exciting new Jewish Studies electives! These classes, 

held at CBI, will begin on November 6 for eight 
Mondays from 4:15 p.m. to 5:15 p.m. 

The final session is Saturday, February 3 at 
10 a.m. at a special Jewish Journeys Shabbat, which 
features students’ work such as a Torah-inspired 
art exhibit, a theatrical performance, a short skit in 
conversational Hebrew, a zine of students’ creative 
writing, or a delicious offering of hand-made challah 
and Israeli salads, depending on the electives offered. 
All are welcome!

Any child can participate in these electives, 
regardless of whether they are enrolled in the full 
education program. There is a fee of $120 for each 
elective and a small materials fee for some classes; 
scholarships are available. For more information and 
to register, contact learning@cbiberkshires.com.

Torah Stories Through Theater: Playwriting & Acting: 
Floods, plagues, sibling rivalry! Students will choose a 
story from the Torah and breathe life into it. They will 
explore interpretations, understand characters through 
improv, write their own script, and perform an original 
play for their peers, parents, and community.

Jewish Ethics: Comics-Style: Dive into The Illustrated 
Pirkei Avot by Jessica Tamar Deutsch, a graphic 
novel that contains a 2nd-century collection of ethical 
and cultural teachings. Expect funky illustrations, 
ethical quandaries, and deep thoughts. Students will 
also develop their own creative multimedia responses 
such as collage, zines, mobile-making, and illumi-
nated manuscripts of wisdom.

Jewish Ceramic Art: Judaism teaches that human 
beings are like clay in the potter’s hand. As students 
make things out of clay, they will explore the 
connections between this Jewish wisdom and their 
own creativity. They will also learn about Jewish 
ritual art – kiddush cups, candle sticks, Seder 
plates, and more – and draw inspiration from these 
for their own ceramic creations that will be fired and 
glazed to take home.

Jewish Journeys Shabbat – Saturday, November 18 
at 10 a.m.: Join CBI for a special family Shabbat 
service to celebrate Shabbat in community as Jewish 
Journeys students present what they have created in 
Jewish Journeys classes. All are welcome!

LOCAL NEWS
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“American-Jewish 
Literature: A short 
survey of the history 
and importance of 
writing by American 
Jews”
At Hevreh, with Dr. Steven 
Rubin
GREAT BARRINGTON – On Tuesday, October 24 at 1 
p.m., Hevreh of Southern Berkshire hosts Dr. Steven 
Rubin, who will present an overview of Jewish litera-
ture in the United States. This event is free and open 
to the public.

Writes Dr. Rubin: 

“As the title indicates, this talk will explore the 
various forms, themes, and subjects that have 
characterized American-Jewish literature from the 
nineteenth century to the present. The lecture with 
trace the development of Jewish writing in America 
from Emma Lazarus in the mid-19th century, to the 
immigrant generation of poets and novelists of the 
early 20th century (Abraham Cahan, Henry Roth, 
Isaac Bashevis Singer, Mary Antin), to the well-
known writers of 1950s, 60s, and 70s (Saul Bellow, 
Cynthia Ozick, Grace Paley, Bernard Malamud, 
Philip Roth), and to the works of such contemporary 
authors as Nicole Krauss, Jonathan Safran Foer, 
Nathan Englander, Allegra Goodman, and Marge 
Piercy, among others. Questions to be explored and 
discussed include: Is there an identifiable American-
Jewish literature? And if so, what common themes 
and subjects exist? What do various Jewish authors 
of different backgrounds, histories, beliefs, and 
eras, (and even languages) have in common? And 
ultimately: what do Jewish authors have to tell us 
about ourselves, our heritage, and our identity as 
American Jews? 

Hadassah Scotch 
Tasting Raised  
Funds for (Hic!) 
Diabetes Research

Berkshire Hills Hadassah Associates held its 
second single malt scotch tasting on August 27 at the 
Hilton Garden Inn in Pittsfield. The event, entitled 
“L’Chayim – To Life,” compared three Israeli single 
malts with three highly regarded Scottish single 
malts, some of which are not yet sold in the US. 

Net proceeds will go towards the Hadassah 
Associates 2023 Diabetes Health Initiative, focusing 
on research into the causes of and cure for diabetes. 
Event chair Stuart Masters proudly notes the money 
raised exceeded the totals from the prior tasting held 
4 years ago by more than 25 percent.

The steering committee for this event included 
Alex Rosenblum, himself an amazing Scotch maven, 
Allen Rosenblatt, Michael Albert, Ed Helitzer, 
and Stuart Masters, chairman of Berkshire Hills 
Hadassah Associates and a member of the National 
Executive Committee. The committee is already 
planning next summer’s event at which Italian and 
Canadian single malts will be featured. 

Scotch master extraordinaire Charles Tower (standing) 
educated, challenged, and quizzed attendees about 
whisky while regaling them with stories and jokes 
from his fabled career.

Steven Rubin earned 
his Ph.D. in comparative 
literature from the 
University of Michigan. A 
former Fulbright scholar, he 
has written and lectured 
extensively both here and 
abroad on topics related 
to Jewish literature and 
culture. He has edited 
several anthologies of 
American-Jewish writing, 
including Telling and 
Remembering: A Century 
of American-Jewish Poetry (Beacon Press), Writing 
Our Lives: Autobiographies of American Jews (Jewish 
Publication Society), and Celebrating the Jewish 
Holidays: Poems, Stories, Essays (Brandeis University 
Press). He is a professor emeritus and former dean of 
the College of Arts and Sciences at Adelphi University 
in Garden City, New York.

BUILDERS OF MOMENTS LIKE THIS.
At Wingate Living, our world-class residences are built to elevate everyday life and make you feel right at home–
without any of the stress of maintaining a home. And if your needs change, we’re here for you every step of the 
way. Call today to schedule a tour of our newly renovated community and experience the good life. 

wingateliving.com

ONGOING MINYANS
Saturday,  ........................ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday,  .......................... 8:45 a.m.
Tuesday,  ............. 7 p.m. Zoom only
Thursday,  .......... 7 p.m., Zoom only
Friday,  ............................ 5:45 p.m.

CANDLE LIGHTING TIMES
Friday, October 20  .........5:45 p.m.
Friday, October 27 ..........5:35 p.m.
Friday, November 3 ........5:25 p.m.
Friday, November 10 ......4:17 p.m.
Friday, November 17 ......4:11 p.m.

Knesset Israel – 16 Colt Road, Pittsfield



Your Federation Presents

77 - 99 South Canaan Road | North Canaan CT 06018 | www.geercares.org | 860.824.2600

At Geer Village, our rates are all inclusive and affordable. Call 860.824.2625 to schedule your in-person or virtual tour.

It’s never too early to START
PLANNING for your best senior living.
Don’t struggle with aging at home and the isolation and challenges it can bring. Life at Geer Village means 

less stress on you and your family, and more chances to live life with renewed energy and purpose!

Benefits of planning:

• Make an informed and confident decision—you are ready when the time comes.

• Avoid the stressful search for care when an emergency arises.

• You have the peace of mind knowing there’s a secure plan in place.

We believe in supporting seniors throughout all stages of life. Contact us today to learn more.

Scan code to 
learn more

 Page 10 Berkshire Jewish Voice   •   jewishberkshires.org October 16 to November 19, 2023

Federation Gift Bags Brought Sweet New Year 
Greetings to More Than 250 Community Members

By Molly Meador / Coordinator of Volunteers and PJ Library

More than 250 community members received bags packed with freshly baked challah, beautiful apples 
from Hilltop Orchards, honey, and a Rosh Hashanah card from PJ Library kids. 

In total, almost 50 volunteers were involved in making this project happen, from baking the challah to 
packing up the bags, to delivering, in the rain! 

Special shout out to Susan Frisch Lehrer for her continued help with this project, and Susan Gordon and 
her team of challah bakers: Amy Abramovich, Maxine Bookless, Jim Moran, Judy Moss, and David Pill.



Your Federation PresentsYour Federation Presents

To create your Jewish legacy contact: Dara Kaufman
dkaufman@jewishberkshires.org, (413) 442-4360, ext. 12
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Ambassador Dennis Ross 
Sunday, October 29 at 7:30 pm via Zoom 

 

Ambassador Dennis Ross to analyze Israel’s current 

 
 
 

MIDDLE EAST UPDATE 2023 
Turmoil & Chaos. What’s Next? 
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The Israeli husband and wife duo of chefs 
Sarit Packer and Itamar Srulovich are two very 
busy people. Not only have they founded three 
Middle Eastern restaurants in London, with 
a fourth about to launch this year, the couple 
also hosts a podcast, “Honey & Co: The Food 
Talks,” on which influential guests from the food 
and drink industry talk about their life in food. 
And they write a weekly recipe column for FT 
Weekend Magazine. As if that were not enough, 
they also write cookbooks. Their first, Honey and 
Co. Food From the Middle East, won the Sunday 
Times Food Book of the Year. 

Their fourth book is Chasing Smoke: Cooking Over Fire Around the Levant 
(Pavilion Books), for which Packer and Srulovich traveled the Mediterranean and 
Middle East to research, test, and chronicle some of the signature recipes from 
the peoples of the countries they visited. Whether from Egypt, Jordan, 
Greece, Turkey, or Israel, all of them are 
prepared over some form of fire.

Fair warning for kashrut observers: Fully 
half the dishes in this book are treif, so I did 
not test them. But those that aren’t are abso-
lutely worth making. And to my great surprise, 
one particular ingredient that I usually avoid 
plays a major role in some of them.

As you may recall, the torrents of rain we 
experienced this recent summer made outdoor 
grilling a dicey proposition, but keep your Weber 
grills ready because the end of that season 
doesn’t necessarily mean the end of grilling. 
Fall’s crisp weather is still amenable to outdoor 
cooking. However, this being the Berkshires, cold 
and snow will soon arrive. No worries, because 
the authors of Chasing Smoke offer a unique 
feature in their cookbook. They provide alterna-
tives to outdoor grilling, using griddle and skillet. 

There is one recipe, however, that calls for placing a large “clean, metal, lidded 
bin (or drum)” into a hole in the ground filled with hot coals, and cooking the 
contents for several hours. For that dish, the chefs say there is no alternative to 
that labor-intensive step. In fact, they write, “No way, Jose.” 

I’ve prepared one recipe from each section of the book to get a feel for (some 
of) the different methods of cooking over fire. First up in my little culinary mara-
thon was “Chicken Shish in Sweet Confit Garlic Marinade.” Although I’m a dark 

meat turkey girl, I’m 
not particularly fond 
of the dark meat 
in chicken thighs. 
However, in this dish 
the pulkes shone. 
The recipe calls for 
heating a head’s 
worth of unpeeled 
garlic cloves in a pot 
of oil, then mashing 
the garlic with sea 
salt, pepper, and 
lemon zest. The result 
was aromatic and 
delicious.

Next on the agenda 
was an Egyptian 
dish, “Tuna Shish 
With Chermoula And 
Preserved Lemons.” 
Chermoula is a relish 

made with a full bunch of cilantro. Now, for those of you who, like me, cannot 
tolerate the taste of cilantro, I have news. The garlic, parsley, and preserved 
lemon called for in this recipe actually moderate that soapy taste that we cilantro 
haters experience. 

Before even considering making this dish, make sure that you have good-
quality ingredients. I recommend using sushi-grade tuna to avoid getting stuck 
with tough fish. By the way, a little cultural translation is necessary here. The 
authors consistently use the term “coriander” in their list of ingredients. While 
coriander is the term the British (and this Israeli couple working in London) use 
to describe the herb, here in the U.S., we refer to fresh coriander as cilantro.

Calling for a variety of sizes, shapes, and colors of the fruit, the couple’s 
“Tomato and Kashkaval Salad” garnered high praise from the family. Grilling 
caramelizes the tomatoes so that they become even sweeter than they are fresh 
from the garden, and the cheese provides an excellent, pungent counterpoint.

What’s for dessert? “Grilled Stone Fruits with Rosemary and Rose Syrup” are 
great for finishing a summertime meal. As with the tomatoes, grilling the peaches, 

Chasing Smoke: Cooking Over Fire Around the Levant
By Carol Goodman Kaufman / Special to the BJV

TRAVELING WITH JEWISH TASTE

Carol Goodman Kaufman has just published the second picture book in what 
is planned as a series about nature for young children. Written under the name 
Carolinda Goodman, Pirate Ships and Shooting Stars is written in rhyme, and its 
lively stanzas encourage young children to use their imaginations when looking 
up at the sky. From rainbows to constellations to pictures in the clouds, Kaufman 
believes there is much to see if only they lift their eyes.

In addition to her work for children, Kaufman also writes under her “real” name 
about food history (including for the Berkshire Jewish Voice), and her first novel, a 
murder mystery, will drop in 2023.

Tuna Shish With Chermoula and Preserved Lemons
Makes 4 skewers (allow 2 per person for a meal)

With the holidays calling for intensive food prep, I suggest trying the Tuna 
Shish since it is the easiest to prepare. It also makes a really big impression.

INGREDIENTS:

BERKSHIRE JEWISH VOICES

2 good-quality thick tuna steaks 
(about 14 ounces in total)

Drizzle of olive oil, for brushing
Flaky sea salt
Freshly ground black pepper
Juice of half a lemon

For the chermoula:
2 preserved lemons, skin only 

(pulp and seeds removed)

1 clove garlic
½ red chilli
1 bunch coriander, top part only
½ bunch parsley, leaves picked
Freshly ground black pepper
½ teaspoon ground coriander*
About 1¾ ounces olive oil 
Freshly ground black pepper
½ teaspoon ground coriander*

DIRECTIONS:

The chefs like to make this chermoula by hand, chopping everything until very 
fine, then mixing it with the oil in a small bowl. You could use a pestle and 
mortar instead to pound the ingredients, in which case add the oil at the 
end once everything else is well combined.

Cut each tuna steak into four large cubes and thread two on each skewer. 
Brush well with olive oil, sprinkle with salt and pepper and place on a very 
hot grill to cook and char nice lines. Turn the skewers after a minute and 
repeat twice more to char the tuna cubes for a minute on each side. Some 
like the interior a little raw, but if you don’t, simply cook for 30 seconds 
more on each side. Remove from the grill, douse with the lemon juice, 
then top with the chermoula.

To cook without a grill: Use a lightly oiled, preheated griddle pan on your 
stove and cook just as you would on the fire. Or you could simply use a 
non-stick frying pan.

plums, apricots, and cherries caramelizes the fruits and brings out their sweet-
ness (especially if the fruit you have purchased is a bit sour) while giving a hint 
of smoke. The called-for sprigs of rosemary added to the grill a slight piney taste. 
The one ingredient that may cause you to balk is rose petals. If you spray your 
garden with insecticides, I would avoid those and simply use rose water, with one 
proviso: because it can be very strong, my suggestion here is to start with half 
the amount of prescribed rose water and then adjust to taste. Too much of it will 
make the fruit taste like perfume.

So many other recipes in this cookbook looked appetizing that I probably will 
be cooking well after filing this story. 

Sarit Packer and Itamar Srulovich



 

 

Open house in honor of Cindy Bell-Deane 
on the occasion of her retirement 

 

Thursday, November 9 
4:00-5:30 p.m. 

at Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road, Pittsfield 
 
 

 
 

For more than 25 years, Cindy Bell-Deane has nourished the bodies and spirits of 
our older adults as the Food Service Director of Federation’s Connecting with 

Community older adult kosher lunch and Meals on Wheels program. 
 

Please join us as we thank Cindy for her dedication and commitment to our 
Jewish community. Desserts and refreshments will be served. 

 

RSVP TO ATTEND at federation@jewishberkshires.org or (413) 442-4360 
 

SHARE YOUR BEST WISHES AND MEMORIES with Cindy for a special keepsake 
we are preparing. Submit online at tinyurl.com/CindyBellDeane 

 

MAKE A DONATION in Cindy’s honor at jewishberkshires.org 
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Nina Pick is a spiritual and somatic counselor 
in Great Barrington with an MA in Counseling 
Psychology and ordination in spiritual leadership 
from Kohenet Hebrew Priestess Institute. A former 
fellow at Yiddish Book Center’s Wexner Oral 
History Project, Pick has published volumes of her 
poetry, a children’s book, and a collection of quotes 
about gardening. Her just-published self-help 
book, The Mind-Body Guide to the Twelve Steps: 
Finding Joy, Sensuality, and Pleasure in Recovery 
(North Atlantic Books), uses her own engagement 
with the Twelve-Step practice as a springboard 
to explore a yet deeper spiritual path through 
recovery. 

In it, Pick is frank about her own struggles and path to recovery, and writes sensi-
tively about the role intergenerational trauma might play in an individual’s actions 
and choices – her Jewish family was scarred by “the ancestral trauma of genocide 
[that] left a ticking time bomb inside me, and it was only a matter of time before it 
exploded,” she writes. In each chapter, she shares thoughts about an individual 
step and suggests practices to help the reader achieve his or her goals.

In her chapter on Step 7 – “Humbly asked God to remove our shortcomings” – Pick 
uses the story of the patriarch Jacob’s stone pillow (which will be read in Parshat 
Vayetze this year on November 25) to consider the power of asking.

By Nina Pick

I cannot go home  
until you have taken everything 

& the basket which held it  
When my hands are empty  

I will be full

–CHRYSTOS

In Step Seven we move into action. By making a humble request to God, asking 
God to remove our shortcomings, we learn about the power of asking for what we 
need and want. For many of us in recovery, we lost very early on in our lives the 
ability to ask for our needs to be met. You may have learned, often in difficult and 
even violent ways, that your needs and desires would be misunderstood, dismissed, 
dishonored, neglected, or even ridiculed. Eventually, expecting that our needs won’t 
be met and that we can’t have what we want, we might experience a sense of shame 
around even having needs or desires in the first place. Learning that it’s not safe 
to seek support, we shut down the part of ourselves that was born knowing how to 
instinctually turn to others for help and connection. Without it, we tried our best to 
stop needing, stop desiring, and stop hoping. 

By nature, humans are bonding animals. We are hardwired to support each 
other through co-regulation – through the gestures, touch, body language, voice, 
and facial expressions that lead to a shared sense of mutual love, reassurance, and 
connection. We cry to let others know we’re suffering, and we’re wired to respond to 
others’ tears. However, as a result of traumatic experiences or attachment wounds, 
many of us lose the capacity to sense our bodies’ internal worlds, to recognize our 
sensations and feelings, and with that loss arises the difficulty of communicating 
our needs to others. One of the most fundamental and basic practices of recovery 
is to make a “program call.” We learn that we can pick up the phone to reach out to 
another fellow. In this way we gradually learn to recognize our needs in the moment 
and to make contact with a fellow in mutual support. 

Step Seven is our program call to God. From the sacred pause, the inner 
readiness of Step Six, we now pick up the phone that connects us to Divinity, the 
direct line that extends from our hearts to God. We may not yet trust that God 
will answer, but we take the action and ask God for help. With time, we may learn 
that an earnest request from the heart is another word for prayer. 

An important aspect of this Step is that we ask “humbly,” with humility. The 
root of the word “humility” is humus, meaning “earth.” We ask for help from 
the most earthly part of ourselves, the part that is aware of our own tempo-
rality, knowing that we are part of and made up of the world of matter, and 
that, likewise, we ourselves matter. Like Adam, the first man (whose name links 
to adamah, also meaning “earth”), we are humans composed of humus. This 
knowing keeps us connected to our bodies. We don’t need to act like God or to 
make the transformations that are God’s to make, but we can know we are of 
God. Just like the dirt, trees, animals, rocks, and rivers, we are Earth, and just 
like them, our health and well-being matter to the greater whole. 

We, like Jacob, can practice putting a stone on the Earth, welcoming a dream, 
and exclaiming:“Surely God is present in this place, and I did not know it…How 
awesome is this place! This is none other than the abode of God.” We come to see 
our location in place, the way we move in conjunction with the more-than-human 
world–around, below, above, and inside of us–as evidence of a Higher Power. We 
are held in and by the space around us. From this being in place and time, what 
in Yiddish is called doikeit or “hereness,” we reach out to God. The stone, which 
supports Jacob’s head as he sleeps, allows him to dream a dream of divine guid-
ance. He is shown a ramp that reaches from Earth to sky on which angels walk 
up and down. In this dream, he is given the link between earthly human form and 
Divine Spirit. Similarly, our Seventh Step request to God forms the line between 
Earth and heaven, a staircase on which we can receive God’s messages (the word 
angel is a translation of the Hebrew word for “messenger”). God tells Jacob,“I will 
guard you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land.” The promise is 
that however far Jacob travels, he will be returned to his rooted connection with 
sacred place, both inner and outer. 

In Step Seven we humbly, with earthliness, ask God to remove our shortcom-
ings – the parts where we have come up short, where in pain we are merged with 
our child self, where we haven’t yet grown fully into 
our potential. We can wonder what it would be 
like to expand and grow into our capacity for 
connection, support, love, balance, honesty, 
or tenderness. Notice that in Step Seven, there 
is no mention of us making any effort other 
than the asking. We ask and then turn over 
the results, just as we learn to do when we ask 
for something from a friend, colleague, family 
member, or fellow. Soon we may learn that very 
act of asking humbly in Step Seven is enough to 
have the shortcomings removed. 

In practicing Step Seven, we can connect with 
the loving inner depths of ourselves, the compas-
sionate witness inside, and make our request from 
this place. In this sense, the asking of Step Seven 
is simply love calling to love, or God calling to God. 
What is it like to ask and then practice trusting 
that you will be given exactly what is needed? 

The Mind-Body Guide to the Twelve Steps: Finding Joy, Sensuality, and 
Pleasure in Recovery
Great Barrington therapist and author Nina Pick’s new book infuses Jewish thought into the 
recovery process
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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION DEADLINE: JANUARY 16 
Download an application at jewishberkshires.org 

 

 

support from the Jewish Women’s Foundation

 

 

Summer Camp Assistance Available 
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" We like your smile when we're done."Berkshire
ROOFING
413-298-1029
bgrco.net
Mike Linde

RESIDENTIAL 
ROOFING SPECIALIST
Written Estimates • Fully Insured

You can now read and share  

Berkshire Jewish Voice feature  

stories online!  

Visit jewishberkshires.org  

and select Community & 

Events>Berkshire  

Jewish Voice for links  

to highlights of current  

and past issues.

Jacob Alan Herzberg on 
his October 14 bar mitzvah 
at Knesset Israel. Jacob, 
an 8th grader at Herberg 
Middle School, is the son 
of Lesley and Matthew 
Herzberg and brother of 
Henry.

Levi Denmark, son of Lara 
and Jonathan Denmark, 
on being selected for the 
Pittsfield Little League 
Allstar Team and voted 
“most improved player.”

Merle Ferber on her mile-
stone birthday.

Ev Bastow on her 90th 
birthday.

Ed and Lisa Udel on the 
marriage of their daughter, 
Ariel, to Austen Hartke. 
The wedding took place in 
Maple Grove, MN.

Ed and Cindy Helitzer 
on the marriage of their 
daughter, Lindsey, to 
Zakary Standel. Lindsey 
and Zakary reside in 
Australia with their son, 
Hudson.

MAZEL TOV!

OCTOBER

MONDAY, 16 ..........Beef stew**#, noodles, 
hearty white bread, and applesauce.

TUESDAY, 17 .........Malaysian curried chicken**#, 
brown rice, salad, Oriental blend vegetables, 
Farmer’s loaf, and tropical fruit salad.

THURSDAY, 19 ......Fresh fish**, celery rice soup, 
noodle kugel, green beans almandine, challah, 
and cookies.

MONDAY, 23 ..........Stir-fried chicken**#, miso 
soup, brown rice, Oriental blend vegetables, mini 
egg rolls, whole wheat bread, and pineapple.

TUESDAY, 24 .........Salami and egg frittata**#, 
vegetable soup, salad, rye bread, and peaches.

THURSDAY, 26 ......Tuna noodle casserole, 
beets, salad, rolls, and grapes.

MONDAY, 30 ..........Spaghetti and meat/”sau-
sage” sauce#, turkey celery rice soup, salad, 
garlic bread, and applesauce.

TUESDAY, 31 .........Baked pumpkin risotto, sal-
ad, hearty white bread, and spooky brownie.

NOVEMBER

THURSDAY, 2 ........Fresh fish**, tomato soup, 
ratatouille with cheese, salad, farmer’s loaf, and 
butterscotch pudding.

MONDAY, 6 ............Meat loaf**#, peas and 
carrots, mashed potatoes, salad, whole wheat 
bread, and applesauce.

TUESDAY, 7 ...........Roasted chicken**#, lentil 
soup, asparagus cuts n tips, noodles and onions, 
pumpernickel bread, and babka.

THURSDAY, 9 ......... Macaroni and cheese, stewed 
tomatoes, salad, potato bread, and apricots.

MONDAY, 13 ..........Sloppy Joes**#, chicken noo-
dle soup, corn, salad, hamburger roll, and pears.

TUESDAY, 14 .........Chicken with sundried toma-
toes and artichokes**#, rice, mixed vegetables, 
salad, rolls, and tropical fruit salad.

THURSDAY, 16 ......Thanksgiving roasted tur-
key**#, squash soup, cranberry sauce, salad, 
oven-roasted potatoes, oven-roasted Brussels 
sprouts, challah, and apple strudel.

MONDAY, 20 ..........Fish sticks, mushroom soup, 
cheese pierogis and onions, broccoli, oat bread, 
and peaches.

TUESDAY, 21 .........Eggplant parmesan, ziti and 
sauce, salad, garlic bread, and fruit cocktail.

THURSDAY, 23 ......Closed for Thanksgiving

MONDAY, 27 ..........Hot dogs and beans**#, 
tomato vegetable soup, salad, hot dog roll, and 
Mandarin oranges.

Meals-on-Wheels & Meals to Go – Advance Reservation Required

Kosher lunch will be prepared on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays. Meals to go will be ready 
by noon for pickup at the Knesset Israel kitchen door, 16 Colt Road in Pittsfield. All meals-on-
wheels will be delivered by Federation volunteers in the early afternoon. 

Please call (413) 442-2200 no later than 9 a.m. to reserve your meal for pickup and to 
arrange delivery if standing instructions are not in place. All are welcome to reserve 
meals for pick-up, although delivery may be limited in certain circumstances. 

The menus listed below are planned, but may be modified depending on availability of ingredients. When making a 
reservation, please inform us if a person in your party has a food allergy. Adults 60 and over: $3 suggested donation. 
Adults under 60: $7 per person.

Volunteers are Vital! Volunteer drivers who can deliver meals-on-wheels are always appreciated. Please call Molly 
Meador at (413) 442-4360, ext. 14. The Federation’s kosher hot lunch program is offered in collaboration with Elder 
Services of Berkshire County.

PLEASE NOTE: The suggested donation is completely voluntary. Seniors who cannot pay a voluntary 
donation will continue to receive a meal, no questions asked. We appreciate your understanding.

Gluten Free Main Entrée ** and Dairy Free Main Entrée #

Kosher lunch will be prepared on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays. 

 (413) 442-2200.
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Audrey Joyce (Pastor) 
Salzmann, 96, Rebbetzin, 
pillar of the Jewish 
community 
PITTSFIELD – Mrs. Audrey 
Joyce (Pastor) Salzmann, 96, 
died Saturday, September 9, 
at Berkshire Medical Center 
following a short illness.

Born January 30, 1927, 
and raised in Cincinnati, 
OH, Audrey was one of three 
children of the late Roy D. 
Pastor and Emma (Nathan) 
Pastor. Audrey was a grad-
uate of Walnut Hills High 
School and went on to 
study Communications at 
Northwestern with hopes of 
pursuing a career in radio 
broadcasting. As a lifelong 
learner, Audrey continued 
her studies at Berkshire 
Community College, taking 
courses in Art History and 
Environmental Studies. 

Audrey married Rabbi 
Harold I. Salzmann on October 
8, 1950, whom she met while 
working as a librarian at 
the Hebrew Union College. 
Audrey’s role as Rebbetzin 
began with a pulpit in Cedar 
Rapids, IA, and took her to 
Germany, where Rabbi Harold 
was stationed for two years 
after joining the U.S. Army. 

In 1954, they moved to the 
Berkshires and began a beau-
tiful and fulfilled life together. 
As Rebbetzin, Audrey was a 
generous host, cooking for 
parties large and small at both 
her house in Pittsfield and 
her summer cottage. After her 
husband’s passing, Audrey 
made many new friends of 
all ages and backgrounds, a 
testament to her generosity of 
spirit and eagerness to learn 
from others.

Temple life was of the 
greatest importance to 
Audrey. A pillar of the Jewish 
community, Audrey played an 
integral role in the construc-
tion of Anshe Amunim’s new 
Temple, where it stands now 
on Broad Street. Audrey was 
also involved in the Women of 
Reform Judaism (Sisterhood) 
for well over 50 years and was 
a religious school teacher for 
much of her life. 

Temple Anshe Amunim’s 

Religious School now bears 
her and her husband’s name, 
a testament to her lifelong 
dedication to Jewish learning. 
With a prodigious knowledge 
of the Jewish families of the 
Berkshires, over the years, 
Audrey became a trusted 
resource for questions on local 
family history.

Beyond her contributions to 
the Jewish community, Audrey 
was active in the culture and 
history of the Berkshires. 
She served as a docent at 
Arrowhead and was a “cultural 
ambassador” for all things 
Berkshire County-related. 
Audrey was an accomplished 
amateur thespian and was 
involved in local theatre all 
throughout the area. Until 
very recently, she continued 
to star in small productions 
at Pinehill, Kimball Farms. 
Audrey also loved to travel, for 
many years making annual 
trips to see her grandchildren 
in London and, later in life, 
touring Italy and Puerto Rico 
with her daughter, Ariel.

Mrs. Salzmann is survived 
by her daughter, Dr. Ariel 
Salzmann of Kingston, Ontario, 
Canada; son, Joshua Salzmann 
of London, UK; five grand-
children, Zachary, Francesca, 
Asher, Natasha, and Jordan; 
and two great-grandchildren, 
Gabrielle and Malachi.

Funeral services were held 
Tuesday, September 12, at 
Temple Anshe Amunim, with 
Rabbi Scott Saulson offi-
ciating. Burial followed in 
Pittsfield Cemetery, Anshe 
Amunim Section. 

Donations may be made 
to the Hebrew Immigrant Aid 
Society (HIAS) through the 
Devanny-Condron Funeral 
Home, 40 Maplewood Avenue, 
Pittsfield, MA 01201.

Dr. George Frank Gitlitz, 
93, had an infectious 
smile and charmed 
everyone he met 
DALTON - Dr. George Frank 
Gitlitz, 93, died peacefully on 
Sunday, August 20, at home, 
surrounded by children, 
grandchildren, and friends. 

Born in Binghamton, NY, 
on April 8, 1930, son of the 

late Morris (Yale ‘25 and Yale 
Law, ‘28) and Deborah Gitlitz, 
he received his BA from Yale in 
1952, where he was elected to 
Phi Beta Kappa and wrote for 
The Yale Record, the college’s 
humor magazine. He received 
his medical degree from the 
NYU School of Medicine in 
1956, served a rotating intern-
ship at Cincinnati General 
Hospital, and his residency in 
general surgery at Montefiore 
Hospital in New York City. 
He then served two years in 
the US Army Medical Corps, 
stationed at the Fort Jay Army 
Hospital on Governors Island 
in New York City. He returned 
to Montefiore to serve as 
the Assistant to the Chief of 
Surgery, Dr. Elliott Hurwitt. 
In 1965 he returned to 
Binghamton to join Dr. Judson 
Griffin in the practice of 
general, vascular, and trauma 
surgery, retiring in 1998.

George loved tennis, down-
hill and cross-country skiing, 
and started running before it 
was popular. He played piano 
“passably” (we loved it), and 
favored Mozart and Bach. He 
was a rabid Gilbert & Sullivan 
fan, and could sing “Modern 
Major General.” During his 
career, he fought for tougher 
anti-drunk driving laws, and 
fought to ban cigarette adver-
tising. After he retired, he 
wrote passionately about the 
need to reduce global popula-
tion to avert climate change.

“Saba” doted on his chil-
dren and grandchildren, and 
kept everyone in stitches with 
an endless stream of quips, 
puns, and literary quotations. 
He had an infectious smile and 
charmed everyone he met with 
his affability and the twinkle 
in his eye. Although he strug-
gled with dementia and two 
hip surgeries during the last 
few years of his life, he never 
missed a chance to express his 
gratitude and appreciation for 
his food; his family, friends, 
and caregivers; and for the 
many blessings that living in 
America affords us. He saw 
the world through rose-colored 
glasses, and he inspired others 
to do the same.

George was predeceased in 

2007 by his beloved wife of 43 
years, Sheila Ravitch Gitlitz, 
and by his dear brother, 
Robert Davis Gitlitz (Yale 
‘55), in 1978. He is survived 
by his daughter, Jennifer 
Sharon Gitlitz; his “forever 
son-in-law” Steven Skoblow 
and their children, Dvorah 
Fanny Skoblow Gitlitz and 
Aviva Leah Skoblow; his son 
and daughter-in-law, Michael 
Louis Gitlitz and Dr. Rita 
Landman, and their children, 
Jasper Frederick Gitlitz and 
Nina Gitlitz; his daughter and 
son-in-law, Rebecca Rose 
Sauer and David Sauer, and 
their son André Reuven Sauer; 
and by the dear lady friend of 
his later years, Mrs. Katarina 
Fried of Sarasota.

Funeral services for Dr. 
George F. Gitlitz were held 
on Tuesday, August 22 at 
Knesset Israel, Pittsfield with 
Rabbi David Weiner officiating, 
immediately followed by burial 
at Temple Israel Riverside 
Cemetery in Binghamton, NY. 

The family requests contri-
butions in George’s memory to 
Population Connection www.
popconnect.org or Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving www.
madd.org.

Stanley S. Tulgan, 95, 
treasured time with his 
family, gentleman, and 
scholar
LAKE WORTH, FL - Stanley S. 
Tulgan, 95, a gentleman and a 
scholar, peacefully exited the 
stage on Sunday, September 
10, surrounded by his loving 
and adoring family.

Born in Brooklyn, NY on 
November 23, 1927, the son of 
Bernard and Rae (nee Gross) 
Tulgan, Stanley served in the 
U.S. Army, where he saw duty 
in Germany. He was a proud 
graduate of City College of 
New York, where he received 
his undergraduate and grad-
uate degrees in electrical 
engineering.

Stanley was one of three 
co-founders and owners of 
Vectron Laboratories, Inc. in 
Norwalk, CT. Stanley and his 
two partners, Julius Guttman 
and Alfred Camhi, considered 
themselves not only partners 
but brothers. At Vectron, he 
served as vice president of 
engineering until his retire-
ment in 1996.

Stanley was a long-time 
member of Temple Shalom in 
Norwalk, CT, where he served 
on a number of special commit-
tees and the board. As an avid 
golfer, he was also a member at 
Rolling Hills Country Club and 
Bocaire Country Club.

Stanley was a philanthro-
pist, generously supporting his 
temple, the Multiple Sclerosis 
Society, the Jewish Federation, 
the Jewish Anti-Defamation 
League, and Hadassah.

Above all else, Stanley 
loved spending time with his 
cherished wife. They traveled 

extensively with family and 
friends. Stanley treasured his 
time with his family, telling 
stories, sharing holidays, and 
meals, and illuminating his 
family with his keen knowl-
edge of history. He was an avid 
reader, an expert lexophile, and 
enjoyed expanding his knowl-
edge of foreign languages. 
Stanley and his wife, Marilyn, 
were longtime South Pond 
Farm residents in Pittsfield.

Stanley is survived by 
his wife of sixty-nine years, 
Marilyn; three children, Debbie 
Bear Rosenbloom (Ben), Lisa 
Sherman, and Marc Tulgan 
(Wendy); grandchildren, Jason 
Bear (Christine), Zachary 
Bear (Jordan), Jennie Bear, 
Ben Sherman (Ahmed Kilani), 
Sydney Fleagle (Brian), and 
Sam Sherman; great-grand-
daughter Maya Rae Fleagle; 
brother Norman Tulgan (Flora 
Lee); sister-in-law, Carol 
Tulgan; step-grandchildren 
Jenna (Brandon Comstock) and 
Adam Rosenbloom; and many 
nieces and nephews. Stanley 
was predeceased by his brother 
Allen Tulgan, M.D.

A graveside service was 
held on Monday, September 
11 at the South Florida Jewish 
Cemetery in Lake Worth, FL. 
Donations may be sent to 
Trustbridge Hospice of Palm 
Beach County, Temple Shalom 
(Norwalk, CT), the Multiple 
Sclerosis Society, or a charity 
of the donor’s choice. Charles 
“Chip” Edward Joffe-Halpern, 
go-to expert in the health policy 
field, devoted to family

Charles “Chip” Edward 
Joffe-Halpern, go-to 
expert in the health 
policy field, devoted to 
family
WILLIAMSTOWN - Charles 
“Chip” Edward Joffe-Halpern 
passed away on Wednesday, 
August 16, after a long illness.

Born in 1949 in Syracuse, 
NY, Chip grew up in a Jewish 
community in Syracuse, the 
third of four children, where  
he cultivated his love of 
Syracuse basketball, photog-
raphy, and golf.

In 1977, he earned a 
master’s degree in Social Work 
from the University of Albany. 
That same year, he found his 
lifelong partner while working 
as a clinician at a residen-
tial youth treatment school. 
There he fell in love with his 
co-therapist, an artist named 
Ellen Joffe. They were eventu-
ally married two years later at 
Tanglewood.

Chip served the people of 
Northern Berkshire Country 
as a clinical social worker, 
during which time he received 
several awards including the 
NASW award for “Outstanding 
contributions to the Social 
Work profession.” He later 
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served as executive director of 
the non-profit Ecu-Healthcare 
in North Adams. It was at 
Ecu-Healthcare where Chip 
found his ultimate profes-
sional success and fulfillment, 
helping area residents obtain 
affordable health coverage.

Recognizable in his signa-
ture bowtie, Chip excelled at 
finding creative ways to build 
relationships and connect with 
his peers and his commu-
nity. In one notable outreach 
campaign to improve local 
dental care access, he rallied the 
city of North Adams to attempt 
to break the Guinness World 
Record for most people consecu-
tively brushing their teeth.

Chip would go on to estab-
lish himself as a go-to expert in 
the health policy field, bringing 
him opportunities to impact 
policy at the state level. He 
served as president of the board 
of directors at Healthcare For 
All in Boston, and served on 
the inaugural Health Connector 
board during the implementa-
tion of universal healthcare in 
Massachusetts under Governor 
Mitt Romney.

Outside of his profes-
sional life, Chip was a devoted 
husband, father, and grandfa-
ther. He intentionally structured 
his life around being present 
and available to his children, 
spending many hours playing 
catch and running batting prac-
tice with his son and daughter, 
attending their recitals, games, 
and performances. Later in life, 
his greatest joy was his five 
grandchildren whom he loved 
beyond compare.

He is survived by his wife 
Ellen Joffe-Halpern; daughter 
Rebecca Filson (Brent); son 
Noah Halpern (Hillary); 
brothers Stephen and Andrew 
Halpern; and five (soon to 
be six) grandchildren Maya, 
Judah, Marlowe, Evan, and 
Jake. He was predeceased 
by his mother Sylvia, father 
Harold, and sister Barbara.

A funeral service was held 
on Monday, August 21 at Flynn 
and Dagnoli-Montagna Funeral 
Home, North Adams, followed 
by burial at Eastlawn Cemetery 
in Williamstown. The family 
would appreciate donations 
to Ecu-Health Care in North 
Adams, Health Care For All MA, 
or a charity of choice.

Natalie Stein, 97, eternal 
optimist, loved books, 
gardening, and theater 
LENOX – Natalie Stein, 97, 
passed away peacefully on 
Wednesday, August 16, at 
Kimball Farms Nursing Home. 

Born in New York City on 
April 20, 1926, to Mortimer 
and Rebecca (Hirsh) Foss, she 
was a graduate of the Hunter 
Model School in New York City 
and Mount Holyoke College 

and received an M.A. in 
Psychology from the University 
of Pennsylvania and an M.S. in 
Library Science from Columbia 
University.

Natalie began her career 
as a librarian at Ardsley (NY) 
High School before going on 
to Fox Lane High School in 
Bedford, NY, retiring in her 
seventies. 

Natalie and her late 
husband, Robert Stein, whom 
she met after misdialing 
someone else’s phone number, 
were married for over 70 years.

Natalie loved books, 
gardening, and theater. An 
eternal optimist, Natalie 
could find the good in almost 
anyone and anything. Her 
idyllic childhood memories of 
Raquette Lake Camp for Girls 
were re-created for her family 
on Laurel Lake, where Natalie, 
her mother, and her two boys 
spent their summers. 

A devoted daughter and 
mother, Natalie is survived by 
sons Edward M. Stein (Katie 
Connolly) of West Stockbridge 
and Kerry D. Stein (Jean Marie) 
of Lenox; grandchildren Morgan 
and Jackson Stein; and sister 
Beejay Brown (Dr. Donald 
Brown) of Richmond, VA.

Funeral services were 
private, with a memorial at 
a later date. Donations may 
be made to HospiceCare of 
the Berkshires in care of the 
Roche Funeral Home, 120 
Main Street, Lenox, MA 01240.

Rebecca Michelle 
Wilansky, 46, vibrant, 
passionate center of 
every family gathering, 
profoundly selfless
HIGGANUM, CT – Rebecca 
Michelle Wilansky, 46, passed 
away unexpectedly on Sunday, 
August 27.

A long-standing financial 
analyst at Yale New Haven 
Hospital, Rebecca was more 
than just a wonderful mother, 
wife, daughter, sister, and aunt. 
She was the vibrant, passionate 
center of every family gathering, 
the orchestrator of fun, and an 
inspirational source of warmth 
and cheer.

In 2012, Rebecca married 
the love of her life, Frank 
Bonito. Together, they 
produced and nurtured two 
amazing children, Isla, 11, and 
Elise, 9. If we learned anything 
from Rebecca’s legacy, it’s 
to live life to the fullest. Be 
kind. More than anything, 
she taught us to love without 
limits. The world has lost a 
rare and beautiful spirit. 

Above all, she leaves behind 
her beloved mother, Susan 
Wilansky of Lanesboro, and 
longtime partner David Fiedler. 
Rarely would a day – or often-
times an hour – go by without 
Rebecca and her mom sharing a 
quick phone call to update each 
other on the small yet signif-
icant moments that became 

the threads of an unbreakable 
bond. It’s fair to say this wasn’t 
just a mother-daughter connec-
tion; it was a deep and precious 
friendship that enriched both 
their lives in countless ways.

Rebecca also leaves her 
mother-in-law, Connie Jarrell 
of Wallingford, CT, who always 
occupied a special place in 
her heart; her two treasured 
stepchildren, Matt Bonito of 
Prospect, CT, and Nicole Bonito 
of Boston, MA; her brother 
Matthew Wilansky (Alane) of 
Marlborough, CT, and their chil-
dren, Lillian (13) and Calen (11) 
will deeply miss her presence.

Rebecca was predeceased 
by her father, Stewart Wilansky, 
who passed away in 2004.

Funeral services were held 
Wednesday, August 30, at 
Congregation Adath Israel, 
Middletown, CT. Burial followed 
in Adath Israel Cemetery. 
Donations in Rebecca’s memory 
may be made to Congregation 
Adath Israel, P.O. Box 337, 
Middletown, CT 06457.

Susan Zeporah Rosenberg 
Adler, 79, talented, 
extraordinary eye 
for interior design, 
philanthropic
ORLANDO, FL – Susan 
Zeporah Rosenberg Adler, 79, 
formerly of Scarsdale, NY, and 
Williamstown, died Tuesday, 
September 12, at Advent 
Health Hospice Care, Orlando.

Born in Mount Vernon, 
NY, on November 22, 1943, 
daughter of Sol Rosenberg and 
Shirley Greenberg, she gradu-
ated Phi Beta Kappa from New 
York University with a bache-
lor’s in English and Columbia 
University with a master’s in 
teaching.

Susan was talented at 
everything to which she set 
her mind: from the Sunday 
New York Times crossword 
puzzle to reupholstering furni-
ture to her career as a teacher 
of English and Drama to her 
extraordinary eye for inte-
rior design, which was on full 
display in a featured spread of 
her Williamstown home, The 
Aerie, in Architectural Digest.

Her philanthropic nature 
drove her to make significant 
contributions to Williams 
College, especially to their 
arts endeavors. Donating in 
his name, she honored her 
beloved husband, with whom 
she shared an extraordinary 
collection of American art.

Susan was predeceased by 
two of her brothers, Lawrence 
and Martin. She leaves behind 
her brother, Stanley; daugh-
ters, Margaret Adler and 
Sloane Torres; niece, Deborah 
Michaud, who was her care-
giver in the last years of her 
life; grandchildren, Oliver 
Torres and Arden Torres; cher-
ished nephews, nieces, and 
grandnephews; kitties; many 
loved ones and countless 

admirers who know she is at 
peace now with her Herbie.

Funeral services were held 
on Wednesday, September 20, 
at Congregation Beth Israel 
in North Adams, followed 
by a reception at St. John’s 
Church, Williamstown. 
Donations in her name may 
be made to Congregation Beth 
Israel, 53 Lois Street, North 
Adams, MA 01247, St John’s 
Church, 35 Park Street, 
Williamstown, MA 01267, or 
Advent Hospice Care, 2501 
North Orange Avenue, Suite 
235, Orlando, FL 32804.

Frances Beth Bukzin 
Lapidus, 79, sense of 
social justice, humility 
and grace, brilliant 
educator
WILLIAMSTOWN – Fran 
Lapidus, 79, passed away on 
Sunday, September 17.

Born Frances Beth Bukzin 
in Riverdale, MD on March 
12, 1944 to Elliott and Beulah 
Bukzin, she received her 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 
education from the University 
of Maryland, where she met 
Ira Steven Lapidus. They were 
married in Washington, DC on 
August 19, 1967.

While Ira was in dental 
school at Tufts University, Fran 
taught 4th, 5th, and 6th grade 
at Burr Elementary School in 
Newton. When Ira joined the 
U.S. Air Force in 1969, Fran 
and Ira moved to Wurstsmith 
Air Force Base in Oscoda, MI, 
where they had their first son, 
Ryan, and lived until 1971, 
before moving to Williamstown 
where sons Eric and Daniel 
arrived in 1972 and 1976.

While taking care of her 
three boys, Fran received her 
Master’s Degree in Education, 
with an emphasis on gifted and 
talented students, from North 
Adams State University. The 
residents of Williamstown over-
whelmingly voted for Fran to 
the Williamstown Elementary 
School Committee, where 
she served for over ten years, 
including as chairman. She 
also acted as chairman of the 
board of North Adams Regional 
Hospital Auxiliary Committee.

In 1987, Fran was hired 
as the Assistant Director 
of Admissions at Williams 
College. She brought her sense 
of social justice, humility, 
and grace to the Admissions 
Office, ushering in generations 
of diverse students that had 
previously been absent from 
the student body. In her 25 
years at the Admissions Office, 
she interviewed thousands 
of students, often keeping in 
touch with them decades after 
their graduation. A “second 
mother” to hundreds, she 
was a brilliant educator and 
her impact on the history and 
future of Williams College 
cannot be understated.

For Ira’s 70th birthday 

present, she spearheaded 
the effort to have the 
Massachusetts Cultural 
Council’s decision to have 
Williamstown designated as a 
cultural district.

Fran’s greatest job, 
however, was that of wife, 
mother, and grandmother. 
Fran took no greater satis-
faction than being with her 
family. Known as Gigi to her 
7 grandchildren, Fran was 
as sparkling as the clothes 
she liked to wear. She trea-
sured times together and also 
one-on-one time with each of 
her grandchildren.

Fran was a shining light  
in the lives of all who came 
into her orbit, and that orbit 
was enormous. She would 
manage adversity with posi-
tivity that continues to inspire 
her loved ones.

She was the devoted wife of 
Ira; beloved mother of Ryan, 
Eric and Daniel; loving moth-
er-in-law to Nicole, Audrey, and 
Alie; and doting grandmother to 
Sadie, Cora, Lucy, Calvin, Aria, 
Tommy and Charlie.

A memorial service will 
be held for Fran at Williams 
College in 2024. The Lapidus 
Family is asking for donations 
to be made in her honor to 
the Pitt Hopkins Foundation 
(pitthopkins.org/donate).

Margery Jacobs Light, 
93, wife, mother, 
grandmother, great-
grandmother
PITTSFIELD – Margery Jacobs 
Light, 93, formerly of Armonk, 
NY, passed away on Friday, 
September 22.

Born in 1930 in Manhattan 
to Esther Schoenbaum and 
Louis Jacobs, Marge worked 
for Columbia Pictures legal 
department, as a secretary, 
before starting her family. She 
was involved with the Byram 
Hills PTA and volunteered at 
the North Castle Library in 
Armonk for many years.

Marge was an avid tennis 
player and bridge player for 
most of her adult life. She and 
her husband Jerry moved to 
Pittsfield after Jerry’s retire-
ment. They spent much of 
their time outdoors, skiing, 
hiking, and auditing courses at 
Berkshire Community College.

Marge was preceded in 
death by her husband, Jerome 
Light, DDS in 2009.

She is survived by her two 
sons Douglas (Carrie) and 
Jonathan (Melissa Waters); 
five grandchildren; five 
great-grandchildren; and  
her longtime companion  
Paul Gniadek.

Marge will be buried next 
to her husband Jerome at 
Middle Patent Cemetery 
in Banksville, NY. Please 
send donations to either of 
the Pittsfield, MA, or North 
Castle, NY public libraries. 
There is no memorial service.

OBITUARIES, 
continued from page 15
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The Foxtail Legacy: A Jewish Family Saga by 
Berkshires author David Abromowitz
By Martina Jackson / Fig City News

The Foxtail Legacy 
is a tale of the lega-
cies we all are heir to 
– family history, family 
dynamics, family 
culture, and genetics. 
And it is that last 
category that at the 
beginning and end of 
the novel is pivotal in 
defining who should 
be and is “family.” All 
heirs to the immigrant 
experience – whether 
descended from the 
founding Europeans 
or more recent transplants, experience this. Many 
later immigrants came here to an established social 
and economic order, requiring accommodation to an 
existing order. That is the story David Abromowitz, a 
Boston-based attorney and author who has a home in 
Monterey, tells in his first novel.

Jacob Itzkowitz, the novel’s moving force and focus, 
was born in Shavlan, Russia, in what was known 
as The Pale of Settlement, the portion of the Czarist 
Russian empire where Jews were allowed to live – and 
where they endured frequent persecution. As a teen-
ager, Jacob leaves his home and large family to join an 
uncle in South Africa in 1894 – at a time of signifi-
cant migration of Russian and Lithuanian Jews. Mr. 
Abromowitz estimates that approximately 40,000 Jews 
went to South Africa in search of fortune, and many 
came to the United States, as well. In fact, many Jews 
of Russian descent claim South African family history. 
By chance, young Jacob’s ability with horses and his 
sharp intelligence brings him to the attention of the 
Boer president, Paul Kruger, for whom he performs a 
critical service and is rewarded with enough money 
to return to Shavlan to marry his cousin. Aboard 
the ship carrying him on the journey home, he was 
asked to assist a wealthy, but shady Jewish diamond 

merchant, which further increased his fortunes. With 
money to finance his emigration to New Jersey, Jacob 
plans to join his much older sister and brother-in-law, 
who have written to assure him he would have a 
better life working with them in their store.

In the first of many twists of fate, Jacob does not 
marry the bride he came for, but rather his stepmoth-
er’s niece, Shira. She proves to be a great asset in 
establishing his new life. Arriving in America, Jacob 
discovers that his sister and brother-in-law misled 
him about their business. Instead of joining them, 
Jacob becomes a peddler, driving his horse and 
wagon through the back roads of rural New Jersey. 
This is the first of many betrayals by others – even 
family members, but Jacob also finds himself putting 
business deals above family and setting a pattern of 
personal compromises that extend to the next gener-
ation of his family.

The novel moves back and forth in time – from 
1894 to 2013 – from Jacob and Shira to Jacob’s 
son Lew and his sisters, to Lew’s son Jake. Through 
multiple deals and manipulation, Jacob succeeds 
in establishing himself and his department store 
– Itzkowitz’s – in Point Pleasant, a developing New 
Jersey coastal town. Jacob is consumed by his 
ambitions, and they consume his son Lew, a bril-
liant scholar, who wanted to be a professor of physics 
but instead joins his father’s business. While Point 
Pleasant offers Jacob and his family approval and 
security, it is not without its prejudices. In the early 
1920s, in the novel and in reality, there was a large 
Ku Klux Klan march through the small seaside town, 
with Jews and Catholics among its targets.

Over time, Jacob becomes a hardened person who 
expects his family to embrace his values. Although 
he is a shrewd judge of people related to his business 
goals, he is both insensitive and indifferent to his wife, 
children, and grandchildren. His drive to be successful 
and respected has absorbed his identity. At a crit-
ical moment in the novel, the author tells us: “As if 
called by a religious vision,…he’d been enthralled by 

the competition. All his energies would be devoted to 
racing ahead of the rest. He, Jacob, a peddler from the 
old country. The man with the accent children found 
funny. The Jew in a Christian town. Winning yielded 
power. And power brought acceptance.” (p. 256)

What motivated attorney David Abromowitz to 
branch out in search of a literary career? Having 
become increasingly interested in his family’s gene-
alogy, he began to explore more of his family’s history. 
Point Pleasant was also the birthplace and home of 
David Abromowitz, whose grandfather – the model for 
Jacob – died before he was born. “My family history 
was the scaffolding on which I built the story,“ he said. 
Jacob’s son, Lew, is loosely based on David’s father. 
Jake, Lew’s son, and David share similarities, not the 
least of which is that Jake, too, is a lawyer. But author 
Abromowitz is quick to point out that much of The 
Foxtail Legacy sprang from his imagination.

The idea for a novel evolved over time, from friends 
urging Abromowitz to write down family stories he told. 
Just before the Covid pandemic, he enrolled in a writing 
class, as a first step in preparing to write his novel. 
Although the class was canceled, Mr. Abromowitz, then 
working from home, decided to devote a portion of every 
day to writing The Foxtail Legacy.

Unlike Lew in The Foxtail Legacy, Mr. Abromowitz 
was not excluded from Princeton because of his 
Jewish faith. After graduating from Princeton, Mr. 
Abromowitz went to Harvard Law School, joined the 
Boston law firm Goulston & Storrs, and has lived 
in Newton for 
30 years. He 
recently founded 
a new political 
organization, 
the New Power 
Project, and 
continues to 
be an advocate 
for affordable 
housing.
This article 
originally 
appeared in 
Fig City News 
(figcitynews.com) 
and is reprinted 
with permission. David Abromowitz
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Telling the Story of a Jewish  
Counterculture through  
its Lingua Franca
Reinstalling the core exhibit at the Yiddish 
Book Center to tell a fuller story of  
Yiddish and its cultural expressions
By Albert Stern / BJV Editor

AMHERST – On the cover of the first Berkshire 
Jewish Voice I worked on in January 2015, we 
featured a Yiddish Book Center exhibit of the 
painting of Felix Lembersky, a Jewish artist who 
worked in the former Soviet Union. In the eight 
years since then, I’ve visited the Center many 
times to cover the fine traveling art exhibits on 
view, as well as the lively Yidstock klezmer music 
festivals that take place in July. Over the years, the 
Center has expanded its programming and grown 
the profile of the scholarship, research, documen-
tation, translation, and publishing that takes place 
onsite or under its auspices.

As a visitor, however, I have to admit I found 
it hard to connect with the permanent exhibit 
that took up most of the main floor – shelves and 
shelves of Yiddish-language books. The preser-
vation of these volumes, of course, was central 
to the vision of founder Aaron Lansky, who started 
the Center as a repository for books that were 
being discarded or otherwise lost by generations 
of American Jews to whom they had been passed on, but who could not read 
or speak the language that had been spoken by their ancestors for some 1,000 

years. The stacks of books at the Center made me 
think of the endless afternoons I used to spend in 
Israel bored to actual tears while visiting Yiddish-
speaking relatives of my grandparents’ age and 
desperately hunting through their libraries for 
anything I could read and understand.

The Center’s superb new core exhibit unveiled 
on October 15, “Yiddish: A Global Culture,” begins 
to unlock the mysteries those books hold for most 
of us through an immersive experience that tells 
the story of Yiddish culture around the world as 
it existed before and after World War II. It also 
touches on the present revitalization of Yiddish 
through academia and popular entertainment, 
as well as its ongoing development as a living 
language in Haredi communities. While many Jews 
may sentimentally conceive of Yiddish as the argot 
our pressed-upon European forbears employed in 
their shtetls, the new exhibit shows how Yiddish 
culture was also cosmopolitan, transglobal, diverse, 
activist, and thoroughly modern.

Indeed, as the Center’s research bibliogra-
pher and the exhibit’s chief curator David Mazower sees it, Yiddish culture is 
in fact a Jewish “counterculture” with its own literature, media, and entertain-
ment outlets that mirrored and existed in dialogue with the predominant mass 
culture that developed through the mid-20th Century. Far from being a barrier 
that confined Jews to the shtetls and small towns, Yiddish could in fact provide 
a ticket to the wider world for ambitious thinkers and artists like Mazower’s 
great-grandfather, the dramatist and man of letters Sholem Asch. Raised Hasidic 
and yeshiva educated, Asch left the small Polish city of Kutno around the turn 
of the last century and gravitated to the circle of intellectuals that had formed 
in Warsaw around the famed Yiddish writer I.L Peretz, whose literary studio has 
been interpreted through period artifacts in one of the new installations now on 
view at the Center. 

Asch’s plays were imported to the United States, where they were staged in the 
Yiddish theaters that thrived in New York City – eventually, Asch ended up in the 
United States himself. As Lisa Newman, the Center’s director of publishing and 
public programs, explains, the playwright followed a path taken by many expatriates 

who left Europe for opportunities in far-flung Jewish communities around the globe. 
“It’s true that they didn’t have a country,” she says, “but they had literature and art 
and continuity with Jewish culture in Europe. Because there were Jews around the 
world, Jewish writers traveled and wrote about all aspects of the modern world.” 

This gave Yiddish culture and its practitioners what Mazower characterizes as “a 
footloose quality.” A Yiddish theater company, for example, could perform its reper-
toire from Berlin to Buenos Aires, from Shanghai to the 3,000-seat Grand Theatre on 
the Lower East Side without concern that its performances would get lost in trans-
lation – either linguistically or culturally. “They could travel across the world while 
their repertoire remained the same,” he says, which was rather unique at the time.

Mazower’s own interest in Yiddish culture was originally nourished through 
theater 40 years ago in London, where he (then a producer for the BBC) made 
the acquaintance of some of the last surviving performers from the once-thriving 
Yiddish theatrical world. “They kept things going for as long as they could,” he 
remembers. “They grew up in traditional Jewish homes and could perform a 
wedding or a funeral scene with all the blessings and sing songs the way they had 
been before the war, providing an organic link to Jewish life in the 19th Century.” 
Although Yiddish theater existed for a niche audience within a larger culture, 
Mazower emphasizes that the productions reflected the forms of mass enter-
tainment that larger culture produced – and often served as a springboard for 
performers and creators who crossed over to the mainstream. The new exhibit 
abounds in memorabilia from that time.

Above all, the exhibition Mazower has curated seems intent on capturing the 
vitality of Yiddish culture, to reveal the youthful, rebellious, and politically radical 
spirit that animated it. “This is a place to start to explore the social and racial 
justice issues that were such a big part of Yiddish culture,” he says. “I didn’t 
want all the pictures that visitors encounter to be of people in their seventies and 
older, because this culture was created by young men and women.” Remnants of 
the stacks of books that once dominated the ground floor are still in place, but 
are punctuated by kiosks that house artifacts and photographs and contextu-
alize their historic significance. Among the topics addressed is gender politics, 
and how difficult it was for women’s voices to be heard and taken seriously 
within male-dominated Yiddish culture. Mazower says he spent the last five years 
hunting for objects that told a story or perhaps suggest a story yet to be unrav-
eled – one example he noted was a series of stamps in books that seemed to be 
from a lending library in Cairo. “What is the Yiddish story of Cairo?” he wonders.

The centerpiece of “Yiddish: A Global Culture” is a 60-foot mural executed 
by German illustrator Martin Haake that depicts Yiddish history from around 
the globe. Vignettes depict scenes from Yiddish outposts such as Birobidzhan, 
a territory in the far eastern reaches of the Soviet Union near the border with 
China, which was designated in 1928 as the Jewish homeland where Yiddish 
was official language; the postwar displaced person camps where future activ-
ists for preserving Yiddish culture, like Cantor Benzion Miller, were born; and the 
Technicolor Anatevka dear to this writer’s heart, my hometown of Miami Beach.

The exhibition, of course, explores the Holocaust, the catastrophe that 
changed the landscape of the Jewish world; that ended the lives of millions of 
Yiddish speakers; and that ultimately led to the birth of the State of Israel, where 
a new Hebrew-speaking Jewish identity was formed and where Yiddish became 
a marginalized aspect of Jewish heritage. It also shifted the fulcrum of Yiddish 
culture to the United States, where it carried on until the generations of native 
Yiddish speakers began to die out, creating the preservation challenge that Aaron 
Lansky addressed in founding the Yiddish Book Center. 

But now the lion’s share of the 
Yiddish Book Center’s original mission 
has been accomplished – a vast number 
of books have been preserved and digi-
tized for posterity. According to Lisa 
Newman, the goals of the Center have 
expanded to “transform understanding 
of Yiddish culture. There is no other 
place to see that.”

Though the focus of “Yiddish: A Global 
Culture” is to show how modern cultural 
trends were given a Jewish expression 
through Yiddish, the language and its 
historical and emotional resonances are 
its heart. As Mazower said in an inter-
view with JTA: “What Yiddish does is 
help anchor us in the language in which our grandparents and great-grandparents 
communicated their deepest thoughts and feelings. And that has real implications for 
the survival of the Jewish people.”

The Yiddish Book Center is at 1021 West Street in Amherst, on the campus of 
Hampshire College. For more information, visit yiddishbookcenter.org.

(413) 997-4444 
www.BerkshireTheatreGroup.org

6 East Street • Stockbridge, MA

SEPTEMBER 28–OCTOBER 29
at The Unicorn Theatre

The Larry Vaber Stage

by Michael Frayn
directed by Eric Hill

Tony Award Winner for Best Play
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WWEESSTT  SSTTOOCCKKBBRRIIDDGGEE,,  MMAA    ••    CCHHAATTHHAAMM,,  NNYY    ••    GGTT..  BBAARRRRIINNGGTTOONN,,  MMAA

SSuuppppoorrttiinngg  tthhee  AArrttss,,  CCuullttuurree,,  EEnnvviirroonnmmeenntt,,  
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Cover for A.M. Orzycer’s 

Proletarishe yugnt (Proletarian 

Youth), London, 1943.

Cover for Ida Glazer’s A rayze 
tsu der levone (A Journey to 
the Moon). New York, 1940.

Image of the Yiddish Sun & Fun 
Capital, South Beach, from Martin 

Haake’s mural at the Center
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“Know Before Whom You Stand”
Fundraising underway to move long-hidden 
synagogue mural in North Adams to a new home 
at the Yiddish Book Center

Tucked away in the attic of what is now a modest apartment building in North 
Adams is a jewel of the Jewish Berkshires, a mural painted circa 1898 for the original 
incarnation of Congregation Beth Israel, which was founded by Lithuanian Jewish 
immigrants on Francis Street in 1893. Largely unseen by anyone for the better part 
of a century, the mural is intended for the Yiddish Book Center, where it would greet 
visitors as they enter the newly renovated mecca of Yiddish culture and history.

Spearheading the fundraising effort to make that transfer happen is Carol 
Clingan, project lead of “The Mural in the Attic.” Clingan sits on the board of the 

Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston and has, over a 30-year period, 
compiled an index of over 500 Massachusetts congregations and a photographic 
collection of what she estimates is more the 80,000 yahrzeit plaques from 
across the Commonwealth. She learned of the mural while doing research in 
the Berkshires and successfully petitioned Yiddish Book Center founder Aaron 
Lansky to find a place for it in the new museum space. 

“The only thing standing in the way of that happening is money,” she says. 
“There is no other obstacle I can think of, but it is a relatively big obstacle.” A 
nearly half-million-dollar obstacle – at least that is now the estimated price tag for 
conserving the fragile, 25-foot, roughly 1,500-pound, 125-year-old artwork, then 
moving it out of the North Adams attic in one piece, and then transporting it to a 
new home in Amherst. “This mural is a large and important surviving fragment of 
the visual culture of turn-of-the-century immigrant Jews,” writes Lansky, “and its 
relatively early date makes it of special interest.”

The “Lost Mural” of Burlington, Vermont from 1910 – see page 5 for more on 
the November 2 Federation program about its history and restoration – is the best-
known example of synagogue art commissioned by a Lithuanian Jewish immigrant 
congregation in New England that survives. As historian Samuel Gruber says, 
“There probably were scores, maybe even hundreds of painted synagogue interiors 
during this period of mass immigration to the United States between about 1880 
and 1925. And now we have very few traces of this important period, not just in 
Jewish history, but I would say, American immigration history.”

Gruber did extensive research on this earlier North Adams mural and took 
the photographs accompanying this article in 2019, sharing what he discovered 
on his quirky and fascinating blog, Samuel Gruber’s Jewish Art & Monuments 
(samgrubersjewishartmonuments.blogspot.com). When he spoke with the BJV 
in September, he explained: “Wall painting was the rule for most buildings in the 
19th century, particularly in the latter part of the 19th century. The painting that 
was done, whether it was a town hall or a church or a restaurant, would be more 
architectural, more decorative, often using stencil patterns. It was often more 
polished than what we see in this North Adams example. The Burlington mural is 
a kind of borderline case where it’s in a Jewish context and uses Jewish iconog-
raphy, but it also uses a lot of the architectural language from a more formal type 
of decoration that you’d find in theaters, in meeting halls, and churches. What we 
find in North Adams is a very different type of representation. I hesitate to call the 
Burlington mural folk art. I call it traditional art, but it’s by a trained artist. In the 
case of North Adams, I think we can call it folk art that draws on a Jewish tradi-
tion, but is also influenced by the American experience.”

This is how Gruber describes the mural’s imagery on his blog: “The mural pres-
ents the Tablets of the Law flanked by two large colorful lions, which hold American 
flags in their front paws. The patriotic theme is continued higher up, where a seem-
ingly American eagle with wings spread sits atop a tower of Jewish symbols: the 
Decalogue, Star of David, priestly blessing hands, a wreath, and the Crown of Torah; 
all culminating in the eagle. The lions are entwined in tendrils. They spring forward 
from a stylized landscape that evoke Eretz Yisrael in its palm and cypress trees.”

He continues: “Written in Hebrew over the right-side lion, “Da Lifnei Mi Attah 
Omed, (Know Before Whom You Stand)…In the plural it is found in the Talmud 
(B’rachot 28b)…Less common is the paired inscription above the left-hand lion. 
It is also written in Hebrew and is the answer to the question on the right side. It 
quotes a well-known line from the Aleinu, the closing prayer of every synagogue 
service: “Lifnei melech, malchei ham’lachim (Before the Ruler, the Ruler of Rulers) 
. . . Underneath the Decalogue and lions is written in Hebrew “Havurah Beit 
Yisrael” [Congregation Beth Israel] the name of the congregation.” 

The mural was painted by Noah Levin, an immigrant brought to America by 
the congregation from Traby, which is now in Belarus. A mural like the one in 
North Adams would have been commissioned by an immigrant community after 
it had started to establish itself in America – the artwork, when not primarily 
decorative, might reflect a nostalgia for the life, food, scenery, and architectural 
styles of their countries of origin. There was an established tradition of mural 
painting in Eastern European synagogues, but the North Adams mural – which 
Gruber posits may be the earliest surviving example of the tradition transplanted 
to America – features an arrangement of elements that were unlikely to have 
appeared in a Litvak shul in Lithuania.

For one, it features secular nationalistic iconography – “The relationship of Jews 
to the places from where Jews came before they settled in America was not good,” 
Gruber points out. “You’re not going to find voluntary and enthusiastic endorsements 
of local governments or rulers there. [In America,] it’s quite the opposite – [Jewish 
immigrants are] almost bending over backward showing their commitment and belief 
in this new country in which they’ve landed.” Based on an article he found in an April 
1898 issue of The North Adams Transcript about the synagogue, he believes that 
the American flags might reflect the congregation’s fervid support of the Spanish-
American War. The article held that “Among the Jewish population of the city are 
some 50 naturalized citizens who are hot for the war with Spain, as they have a bitter 
grudge of 400 years standing against that nation, growing out of the atrocities to 
which their people were subjected at the time of the [I]nquisition.”

Whether that animus accounts for the flags is speculative, but overall, patri-
otic American imagery in the synagogue did not become common until World War 
I, according to Gruber. Also unusual is the mural’s depiction of the Star of David. 

“If you look at most 19th century synagogues, even early 20th 
century synagogues into the 1920s,” says Gruber, “look at the 
front of the synagogue – you won’t see a Magen David, you’ll 
see the tablets of the Law. This one has three of them on 
the tablets and then in between the hands doing the priestly 
blessing. I think this [mural] is an inflection point, an inter-
esting moment where the Magen David is added as a Jewish 
symbol to the more traditional symbols of the tablets of the 
law.”

One of the most charming elements of the mural is its 
evocation of the Holy Land as a paradisiacal setting. Gruber 
says that Jews were aware of the sites in what is now Israel 
through artists and writers who had visited, but the vision of 
the Holy Land depicted in the North Adams mural would not 
have reflected a Zionist consciousness, as Theodore Herzl was 
just getting started in the 1890s. “Zionism is the creation of 
a state, of a political entity as a return for the Jewish people 
to a kind of political and social construct,” Gruber says. 
“The Orthodox weren’t talking about Zionism. They weren’t 
following Herzl at this time. They were talking about a messi-
anic age, a yearning for the coming of the Messiah and the 
rebuilding of the Temple.”

The congregation moved out of the Francis Street space in 1920, when (per 
the Congregation Beth Israel website) “under the leadership of Hymon H. Kronick 
. . . $20,000 [was pledged] toward the purchase of a larger building. In February, 
they purchased the Bijou Theater on Center Street.” The mural, says Gruber, “is 
the sort of ephemeral history that people wanted to get away from as soon as they 
had the means. They moved to better neighborhoods, they got better jobs, they 
sent their kids to college. They forgot about this early period. So this mural was 
forgotten. It’s just luck that this little piece came down to us. It’s like opening 
an old trunk and finding some old letter at the bottom that had been forgotten 
and left behind. Nobody cared about it back then, but suddenly it carries great 
meaning today.”

And Carol Clingan is looking for 
the support that will allow this strange 
and wonderful fusion of Jewish tradi-
tional art and New England folk 
art to relocate to the Yiddish Book 
Center, which she says has been 
“very collegial and very helpful.” 
Nevertheless, The Mural in the Attic 
project needs donor support from 
other sources To find out more on 
how to contribute to the preservation 
of this unique expression of Jewish 
history in the Berkshires, contact 
Carol at clingan222@gmail.com.

“[The mural’s] unexpected mix of 
images gives eloquent expression to the origins and aspirations of the congrega-
tion’s original immigrant population,” writes Aaron Lansky. “The mural will feel 
right at home at the Yiddish Book Center, where it will be viewed and enjoyed by 
visitors from around the world.”

Chaim Krol: Himlen in opgrunt 
(Heavens in the Abyss), Lodz, 1921, 

illustrated by Esther Carp
Esther Carp was among the female artists pushed to the fringes of 
Yung Yidish, a male-dominated avant-garde circle in post-WWI Lodz, 
Poland. In 1921, artists Ida Broyner, Esther Carp, and Dina Matus, 
together with poet Rachel Lipstein, issued a trio of Yiddish and 
German hand-colored books under their own imprint, including this 
one on view at the Yiddish Book Center, now hailed as a masterpiece 
of modernist book art and of the Jewish avant-garde.
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Book Excerpt: from Jews Across the Americas:  
A Sourcebook, 1492-Present

On Thursday, November 16 at 6:45 p.m., join editors Laura Leibman and Adriana Brodsky as they talk about their 
book in a free program, part of “Jewish Literary Voices: A Federation Series in collaboration with The Jewish Book 

Council.” For more information on this online program, please see page 1.

“Portraits of Sarah Moses Levy and Chapman Levy: South Carolina, c. 1798”
By Dale Rosengarten 

Both opportunities 
in trade and Carolina’s 
reputation for religious 
tolerance drew Jewish 
settlers to the port city 
of Charles Town in 
the early years of the 
colony. Jews had been 
welcomed as settlers 
by the Fundamental 
Constitutions of Carolina 
of 1669 and natural-
ized as citizens as early 
as 1697. Kahal Kadosh 
Beth Elohim, one of the 
first five colonial congre-
gations, was founded 
in 1749 and dedicated 
its first synagogue in 
1794. Like most Jewish 
congregations of the era, 
it followed the Western 
Sephardic rite. By 1800, 
Charleston boasted the 
largest, wealthiest, and 
most cultured Jewish 
population in North America – more than five hundred Jewish residents. 
As we saw in the example of Rabbi Karigal (chapter 27), demands for 
portraits spread to the mercantile and professional classes, including 
relative newcomers like Sarah’s husband, Samuel Levy, and her father, 
Henry Moses, who had immigrated to America during the War for 
Independence. Samuel and Sarah moved to Camden – the second-oldest 
town in South Carolina—sometime before their son, Chapman, was 
born on the fourth of July 1787. The portraits were made a little over a 
decade later, around 1798. 

Unlike the portrait of Karigal…, painted in oil on a large canvas by a 
well-known artist, the Levy portraits were painted in watercolor on ivory 
by an unknown artist. Although small, miniatures – named for minium, 
or red lead, used by medieval illuminators – cost about the same as full-
sized portraits and were extremely popular during this era. Miniature 
paintings – an ornamental art form brought to America from England 
– were intimate tokens of love, worn on the bodice or concealed in a 
pocket or bedside drawer. At the same time, they provided opportunities 
for affluent families, whether Christian or Jewish, to flaunt their finer 
feelings along with their wealth and refined taste. Full-size portraits of 
the period commonly featured women holding or wearing tiny paint-
ings of husbands, children, or President George Washington, but the 
portrait of Sarah wearing her son Chapman’s likeness is a rare instance 
of a miniature in a miniature. Housed under glass in a well-wrought 
metal locket, each Levy miniature has a memento on the reverse side. 
Chapman’s memorial depicts a woman at a plinth topped with a dove, 
painted in sepia watercolor mixed with chopped hair – presumably 
cut from Chapman’s locks but perhaps commingled with his mother’s. 
A square of goldbeater’s skin and a thick card, discovered inside the 
locket in 2001 by the conservator Carol Aiken, ensured a snug fit.

The Levy miniatures testify to the integration of Jews into elite 
society and the body politic of South Carolina and to their full embrace 
of southern institutions, including slavery, dueling, and Freemasonry. 
Chapman studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1806. A militia 
captain during the War of 1812, he served in both the state house 
and senate from Kershaw County. In 1820, Chapman owned thir-
ty-one enslaved people, of whom twenty worked at his brickyard near 

the Columbia Canal, 
making him the largest 
Jewish slave owner 
of his era. Several of 
his brickyard workers 
were implicated in the 
aborted uprising in 
Camden planned for 
July 4, 1816, including 
a man named March, 
who was tried as a 
rebel leader and hung 
with five other men 
in front of the town 
jail. Another alleged 
conspirator, Isaac, 
had been Chapman’s 
drummer in the War 
of 1812. Tracing 
Chapman Levy’s career 
and examining how 
he and his mother 
presented themselves 
to others provides a 
window into the world 
of a southern Jewish 
slaveholder.

Dale Rosengarten is the founding curator of the Jewish Heritage 
Collection at the College of Charleston. Her publications include A Portion 
of the People: Three Hundred Years of Southern Jewish Life, Row upon 
Row: Sea Grass Baskets of the South Carolina Lowcountry, and Grass 
Roots: African Origins of an American Art.

This excerpt from Jews Across the Americas: A Sourcebook, 1492-
Present is republished with the permission of NYU Press.

Portrait of Sarah Levy wearing her son 
Chapman's likeness

Portrait of Chapman Levy

Reverse of Sarah’s portrait Reverse of Chapman’s 
portrait


