
The moon and stars were fixed in the firmament on the fourth 
day of creation and, nearly 5784 years later, local artist 
and author Karen Chase captured these luminous bodies 
in her painting, “Night Sky.” Karen and her husband, Paul 
Graubard, have a joint exhibit of their art that will be on view 
at Pittsfield’s Lichtenstein Center for the Arts in September. 
For more, please see page 27.

The Sassoons: The Great Global 
Merchants and the Making of  
an Empire
Dr. Joseph Sassoon to talk about his sweeping 
generational saga of the rise and fall of a 
Jewish merchant family

On Thursday, September 28 at 6:45 p.m., join Dr. Joseph Sassoon, professor 
of History and Politics at Georgetown University, for a program about his book, 
The Sassoons: The Great Global Merchants and the Making of an Empire.

This free Jewish Federation of the Berkshires program – part of “Jewish 
Literary Voices: A Federation Series in collab-
oration with The Jewish Book Council” – will 
be presented via Zoom. Please visit our 
calendar of events at jewishberkshires.org for 
links to our programs.

The Sassoons is a generational saga of the 
making (and undoing) of a family dynasty, 
the gilded Jewish Baghdadi Sassoons, that 
built a vast empire through global finance 
and trade – cotton, opium, shipping, banking 
– that reached across three continents and 
ultimately changed the destinies of nations. 
They were one of the richest families in the 
world for two hundred years, from the 19th 
century to the 20th, and were known as the 
“Rothschilds of the East.” 

Mesopotamian in origin, and for more 
than forty years the chief treasurers to the 
pashas of Baghdad and Basra, they were 
forced to flee to Bushir on the Persian Gulf; 
David Sassoon and sons started over with 
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Federation Wishes All in Our 
Community a Luminous New Year!

THE SASSOONS,
continued on page 5 The things we did last summer…

…we’ll remember all winter long

Reflections on Antisemitism and the Cautionary Tale of Cabaret

Family Fun with PJ Library 

The Workshop – JOCISM Stories  Thank You, Major Donors!

Summer Concert with New Moon Rising



 
 
 
 

 
WAYS YOU CAN CONFRONT ANTISEMITISM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WAYS YOU CAN CONFRONT ANTISEMITISM 

 

EDUCATE YOURSELF & OTHERS 
To confront antisemitism you must understand what it is. Explore and 
share resources on antisemitism with your family, friends, and 
colleagues. Visit these websites to get started:  

• Shine a Light on Antisemitism: shinealighton.com 
• The Foundation to Combat Antisemitism: fcas.org 
• Anti-Defamation League (ADL):  adl.org/what-we-do/fight-

antisemitism 
• Combat Antisemitism Movement: combatantisemitism.org 
• Jewish Boston: jewishboston.com/resources/confronting-

antisemitism-and-hate 
 

CALL IT OUT 
Call out antisemitism when you witness it, in person, at work, on social 
media, or in your school or community.  

• How to Address Antisemitic Rhetoric: 
npr.org/2022/12/01/1139929829/how-to-address-antisemitic-
rhetoric-when-you-encounter-it 

ADVOCATE 
Add your voice to help shape the work of legislators and express your 
opinions to your elected officials:  

• ADL Action Center: adl.org/take-action/advocate-with-adl  
• Contact your state legislators: 

malegislature.gov/Search/FindMyLegislator 
• Contact your federal legislators: 

sec.state.ma.us/cis/cisdist/distidx.htm 
• MA Religious Action Center: rac.org/issues/antisemitism-and-

hate-crimes 

REPORT IT 
If you have experienced or witnessed an incident of antisemitism or 
other hate, notify the Jewish Federation at (413) 442-4360 and report it 
to the ADL. If you suspect the incident might include a crime, also report 
it to your local police and the US Department of Justice.  

• ADL: adl.org/report-incident 
• US Department of Justice: justice.gov/hatecrimes 
• What is Hate Crime:  justice.gov/hatecrimes/learn-about-hate-

crimes 
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IN MY VIEW

Inside

A Busy Summer That Passed in the Blink of an Eye
Connecting with more individuals, nurturing a sense of unity, and helping those in need
By Dara Kaufman / Executive Director of Jewish Federation of the Berkshires

Despite the need to focus on antisemitism, we cannot and will not let it 
define us. Our strength as a people and as a Jewish community is rooted in 
celebrating our rich traditions and expressing our shared values with pride and 
joy. The challenges we face only strengthened our resolve to ensure a vibrant 
and resilient Jewish future for generations to come. Federation’s work, in collab-
oration with the work of our congregations and Jewish organizations, is vital to 
that effort. 

As summer winds down and Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year, 
approaches, we find ourselves in a time of self-reflection. This is an opportu-
nity to review our actions during the past year and look for ways to improve 
ourselves, our community, and our world in the year to come. I know for me it 
provides moments to reflect on goals and aspirations, hopes and possibilities. 

Just as the summer has passed in the blink of an eye, it occurred to me 
that 10 years have passed since I first started as the executive director of this 
Federation. It has been a wonderful journey. Through strategic planning and 
collaboration, we’ve witnessed tremendous growth in Federation’s impact and 
reach. The expansion of outreach initiatives has allowed us to connect with more 
individuals, nurturing a sense of belonging and unity while making sure that 
supports are in place for those who need them. 

I am grateful to each and every person who has helped our community grow and 
flourish during this time. It is truly an honor to do this holy work with all of you. 

I wish you a Happy New Year filled with the sweet blessings of family, commu-
nity, good health, and prosperity. L’Shanah Tovah!

It’s hard to believe that the summer is flying by so 
quickly! Here at Federation, we have been in constant 
motion to provide creative and diverse opportunities 
for people of all ages to connect, learn, celebrate, and 
grow. And “grow” seems to be the operative word, as 
we are seeing some of our highest participation levels 
ever. More people are embracing our Jewish commu-
nity as a place where they feel welcomed, supported, 
and connected to Jewish life in the Berkshires. 

Most recently, with the support of event chairs 
Irv and Carol Smokler and their terrific committee, 
Federation hosted its largest Major Donor Celebration 
ever. It was a wonderful morning highlighted by 

the inspiring remarks of Sadie Honig-Briggs, a rising 10th grader from Great 
Barrington and a member of Hevreh of Southern Berkshire.

Sadie shared her thoughts on the need to recognize injustice in our world, her 
commitment to tikkun olam (repairing the world), and the impact of Federation’s 
support of her Jewish education and her recent trip to Israel. “I want to live 
authentically as a young person, as an active community member, and as a Jew,” 
said Sadie, “carrying the experiences that I have been privileged enough to have 
with me as a guide.”

Sadie finished by thanking the donors whose generosity supported her Jewish 
journey. “I can feel you walking with me on my path to living a beautiful Jewish 
life,” she said. “Your support helps carry me to becoming a better community 
member, and your actions model what it means to invest in the future of our 
Jewish community.”

Inspired by the vital work of Federation, our major donors have helped us put 
together an exciting $50,000 Tzedakah Challenge, as highlighted on this paper’s 
front page. Renew your gift or make an extra gift through the holidays, and you 
will help Federation receive $50,000 to accomplish even more good – supporting 
the vulnerable, empowering young people, and creating vibrant and meaningful 
Jewish life across the Berkshires, in Israel, and around the world in the New Year. 

Unfortunately, we are living in a time when, in addition to the wonderful 
and inspiring work we do, Federation must also direct time and resources into 
confronting rising antisemitism and providing resources and training to keep 
our community safe. 

One must only read the local headlines to know that the Berkshires are not 
immune. We have seen swastikas and racial slurs carved into the beach at Lake 
Mansfield. The targeting of Jewish students and a teacher in our local schools. 
White supremacist signs posted across the Berkshires. The hate we are seeing 
has many people feeling angry and vulnerable. 

Federation has been working with school administrators across the region to 
help them address these incidents, support the victims and families impacted, 
and advocate for more education and training around identity-based hate in 
their school community. 

Federation’s annual funding for the ADL’s A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE Peer 
Training in Berkshire County public schools continues to play a vital role in 
supporting these efforts. Most recently. through our ongoing advocacy, multiple 
schools are taking on district-wide ADL training for administrators and faculty 
in addition to the peer training for students.

I am pleased to share that on November 7, hundreds of educators will partic-
ipate in a countywide professional development day that will include a keynote 
and training session by noted expert Richard Cole centered on recognizing and 
addressing identity-based hate in the school environment. These trainings are 

made possible, in part, by Federation 
funding through your support.

Federation is also working with 
legislators, community partners, law 
enforcement, and the Berkshire County 
District Attorney’s office to share our 
concerns, advocate for resources, and 
enlist partners in raising awareness. 
Our message is clear: Antisemitism is 
rising, and it is not just a threat to the 
Jewish community. Accepted hate, in 
any form, is a vital threat to our entire 
community and society. 

In this BJV you will find resources 
on how you can confront Jew hatred. 
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RABBI REFLECTION

The Book of Jonah - A Debate Between Notions of  
Divine Punishment and Divine Mercy
By Rabbi Neil P.G. Hirsch / Hevreh of Southern Berkshire

In the Book of Jonah, God does a lot while having little to say. But in not 
saying much, God still delivers one crucial message: Care.

God first instructs Jonah, “Go at once to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim 
judgment upon it; for their wickedness has come before Me” (1:2). Jonah runs 
in the opposite direction, boarding a ship to Tarshish. While on the boat, God 
brings a storm, conveying to the sailors and Jonah that attempting to skirt God’s 
commands puts their lives in danger. The sailors heave Jonah overboard, and 
God sends a big fish to swallow him. Once Jonah is inside the belly of the whale, 
he laments his fate. God hears this prayer and tells the fish to spit Jonah onto 
dry ground.

Then, God speaks again, “Go at once to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim 
to it what I tell you” (3:1). Now, Jonah follows God’s instruction, prophesying to 
the Ninevites. Both the human and animal population in that great city repent. 
Jonah situates himself outside the city walls to see if their fasting and sackcloth 
worked. While waiting, a strong, hot wind blows, which torments Jonah. The 
prophet prays for shade, so God provides a large plant to ease Jonah’s burden. 
But then, the next day, God sends a worm to destroy that plant. Once more, 
Jonah is desperate, begging for death. 

Finally, in the last several verses of the story, God speaks directly to Jonah, 
“You cared about the plant, which you did not work for and which you did not 
grow, which appeared overnight and perished overnight. And should not I care 
about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and 
twenty thousand persons who do not yet know their right hand from their left, 
and many animals as well” (4:10-11). 

In looking at God’s actions and words, few as they are, I have come to believe that 
the message the author of the Book of Jonah is trying to convey is, in a word, care. 

Jonah is the epitome of someone who runs away from responsibility, only 
brought back begrudgingly. And Jonah is someone who wants punishment even 
when the wrongdoer is remorseful. Indeed, we, as readers, can relate. We avoid 
conflict, and we choose to pursue our desires over our responsibilities. We run 
away, too. And, when wrongdoing happens, we notice that part of ourselves that 
feels harsh punishment will satisfy an instinct for vengeance.

On the other hand, God acts caringly toward the Ninevites, as a parent might 
care for a child. God knows the Ninevites have done wrong, although their sins go 
undisclosed to us, the readers. God gives them a chance to repent – to confess, 
fast, and perform other mourning rituals – to show they have turned from their 
wrongdoing. God is caring toward the Ninevites.

The Ninevites’ success irks Jonah. Jonah wants God to punish them, and 
instead, God forgives them. The Book of Jonah is essentially a debate between the 
notions of Divine Punishment and Divine Mercy, a theme that runs throughout 
the Jewish tradition. In the Talmud, Tractate Avodah Zarah 3b, Rav Yehudah 
teaches in the name of Rav that God sits on two different thrones. For a part of 
every day, God first sits on the throne of judgment. Once God sees that the entire 
world is worthy of destruction, God then shifts chairs, instead moving over to the 
throne of mercy. 

These complementary notions – that God is both judging and merciful – 
invite us to consider how we want to be in the world. Jonah wanted God to 
be punishing, and not merciful. God felt differently. In our own lives, when 
confronted with wrongdoing, how are we to behave? That we will do wrong is inev-
itable. That others will wrong us, too, is unfortunately unavoidable. 

Yet the message of Jonah is that repair is possible, because we are in a rela-
tionship with a caring God. Just like the Ninevites, we can repair after having 
transgressed because – if the Book of Jonah is to be believed – God cares about 
humanity. 

At the time of writing, we are approaching the month of Elul, the Hebrew 
month that precedes Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. Elul is a time for 
Cheshbon HaNefesh, the appraisal of our souls, so that we might approach the 
High Holy Days ready to do what we need to do to restore our relationships with 
one another and with God, after having certainly done wrong at some point in 
the year – okay, years – past. Come mid-September, we will be together in shul, 
reciting vidui, the confessional prayers in which we verbalize the misdeeds we 
have committed, individually and collectively. 

And on Yom Kippur afternoon, we will read the Book of Jonah. The reason we 
read Jonah at that time is that it is then that we need a little help to strengthen 
our t’shuvah. Weak from fasting but not yet finished with the day, we need the 
God of the Book of Jonah to remind us that mercy is for us, just as it was for 
the Ninevites. We need the reminder that our efforts to repair and heal ourselves 
and others after wrongdoing are worth it because we live in covenant with a 
caring God.

In this new year, may we encounter that caring God, and turn that sense of 
care out toward others. Shanah Tova U’Metukah, wishing you a good and sweet 
new year.

Rabbi Neil P.G. Hirsch serves as a rabbi at Hevreh of Southern Berkshire in 
Great Barrington.

These complementary notions – that God is 
both judging and merciful – invite us to consider 
how we want to be in the world. Jonah wanted 

God to be punishing, and not merciful.  
God felt differently.

Making the Jewish Holidays More Celebratory for 
Local College Students

To the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires,

On behalf of the Williams College Jewish Association, and the broader 
community of Jewish students at Williams, I want to offer deep gratitude for your 
support. Federation's generous grant to support meals during the high holidays 
will help us to make the holidays more celebratory, as we expand our reach to 
include more students, faculty and staff, and their families this year. The Jewish 
community at Williams is strong and vibrant, and we could not continue to 
enhance our students' experience without our vital partnership with Federaton. 

With best wishes for the new year,

Rabbi Seth Wax
Jewish Chaplain
Williams College

Letters to the Editor
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Thank you to our supporters!
The Berkshire Jewish Voice extends a very special “thank you” 
for the generosity extended by those who have sent in their 
contributions for voluntary subscriptions to the paper.
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People Liked the Spiel About Supporting the Paper
By Albert Stern / BJV Editor

Weitzman” and got back 13,700,000 image results showing women’s pumps, 
sandals, boots, wedges, platforms, flats, blocks, slingbacks, bows, espadrilles, 
kittens, lace-ups, and on and on. 

Was our new honorary publisher the “Stuart Weitzman” of women’s footwear fame?
Apparently so. A little more googling uncovered that Mr. Weitzman and his wife 

are noted philanthropists who generously support a wide range of worthy Jewish 
causes. Did the Weitzmans have a Berkshire connection?

Apparently not. So was there a way we might find out how he came to donate 
specifically to the Berkshire Jewish Voice? 

One of the cool things about working for the Federation system – particularly 
in this specific Federation outpost, which is small but astoundingly cosmopolitan 
– is that though you may not know too many movers and shakers yourself, many 
of the movers and shakers you do know are the movers and shakers who literally 
know all the other movers and shakers in every last corner of the Jewish world.

So we contacted one such Federation-friendly mover and shaker, who indeed 
knows the Weitzmans very well. She reported that the couple had visited the 
home of a rabbi who lives in the Berkshires and, she speculated, that was where 
Mr. Weitzman could have noticed the Berkshire Jewish Voice. 

“He must have liked the paper,” she wrote. 
So thank you, Mr. Weitzman, and thanks to all of you other impressive people 

who have been impressed by the paper and support it as voluntary subscribers. 
Please see the listing below of your fellow movers and shakers who have so far 
donated to the BJV. 

Be assured that your help is vital in our efforts to put out this publication covering 
and supporting Jewish life here in the Berkshires. We are incredibly grateful.

Note: Some have suggested that the success of last month’s appeal was due in 
part to the editor appearing with a dog. So as not to mess with success, Albert 
Stern is shown here with Max, his 9-lb. Morkie, who is criminally insane.

Big thanks to all of you 
who answered our call for 
voluntary subscribers in the 
last Berkshire Jewish Voice!

In a little more than 
one month’s time, we have 
raised more than $16,000 
in additional gifts directed 
to supporting this publi-
cation. If you can believe it 
– and I can’t quite – that’s 
already a larger total than 
we raised in the entire 12 
months of last year’s volun-
tary subscription drive.

If you haven’t already 
contributed, we hope you’ll 
consider doing so. You can 
use the form below if you 
prefer to mail in your gift, 
or visit jewishberkshires.
org/community-events/

berkshire-jewish-voice to donate online.
Special thanks to all of you who have signed on at the Honorary Publisher 

level, which pays for our color pages. One of our new subscribers is this issue’s 
honorary publisher, Stuart Weitzman – a name I’m guessing will register with 
about 10 percent of our male readers, but that about 90 percent of our female 
readers will recognize immediately.

Count me among the 90 percent of men who had no clue. When his dona-
tion came in, I wanted to find out how I might thank him. So I googled “Stuart 
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monumental structures, and then, by the fourth generation, like the Sassoons, 
were no longer that wealthy anymore. But I also thought of another family – the 
Sacklers who made their money in pharmaceuticals with oxycodone. And when it 
comes right down to it, the Sassoons were trading in opium. And as you document 
very exhaustively in your book, they kept at it even after public consciousness 
was raised that opium was a life-destroying menace that was addictive and even 
causing wars. Should they be remembered as evil figures, if not so much in the 
West, but in China?

First of all, there are huge differences with the Sacklers. One, the Sassoons dealt 
with it as a pure commodity and no different from rice or tea or anything. And, 
in many ways, the Indian peasant decided whether one year they were going to 
produce opium or let’s say rice or wheat. Second, there is no mechanization and 
they definitely didn’t put it through this web of trying to deceive people about 
the implications of its side effects. Opium was legal until 1907 everywhere in 
the world, including in America. You could go to any pharmacy in New York or 
London or Paris and tell the pharmacist that you have a headache or indigestion. 
And the pharmacist will recommend a little opium. 

Third, you have to see it really at the time with that eyesight. The British 
Parliament created a seven-volume report of the Opium Commission inquiry, 
which I quote a lot in the book. They interviewed more than 100 medical experts 
and the conclusion was well, if you’re going to ban opium, then you’re going to 
have to ban alcohol. That if it’s taken in small doses, it’s no different from you 
having a glass of whiskey. So I think it has to be seen in that context and not the 
context of 2023. The Sacklers really knew what was going on – the environment in 
2015 or whatever was not that it was okay to double-dose an opioid.

But just to be the devil’s advocate – opioids were just as legal as opium. You could go 
to a doctor and say I have a backache and he’d give you opioids. I mean, it’s interesting 
to me, as a historian, how you might judge people of their time. I know it’s a fallacy to 
try and imagine that the people of one time could have seen into the future and acted 
accordingly. But still, how do you judge them morally? I don’t know myself. 

I don’t know either. It’s very difficult. I think that until the end of the 19th 
century, there was also a lot of embedded racism. If you look at this 2,500-page 
commission report, there is a lot of racism, [particularly the idea] the yellow race 
is more vulnerable to drugs than the white man or even the Indian. And the 
argument of many of those medical experts was, how come you do not see a lot 
of addicts in India, where opium was used for 5,000 years? Do you know even 
today mothers in a lot of villages still give their teething babies some opium to 
reduce their pain? The argument of those experts is how come these races didn’t 
get addicted? Now obviously it’s ridiculous because we know now that whites and 
every race can get addicted and can get sick. But you have to see it through those 
notions. My criticism of them was really more focused on 15 to 20 years before 
World War I, where it becomes clear that it’s an exaggeration that taking a little 
bit of opium is like having a glass of whiskey.

It did seem like they were people operating according to the values and 
understanding and conventions of their time.

On the other hand, as we mentioned, the Sassoons dealt with every race, they 
dealt with every identity, they dealt with every religion. Indians, Chinese, Arabs. 
You know they had a base in Pakistan, in Japan. They were everywhere, and 
racism never did come up. I’m not sure how many in today’s world can do that.

Joseph Sassoon is a professor of History and Political Economy at 
Georgetown’s Center for Contemporary Arab. He is also a Senior Associate Member 
at St Antony’s College, Oxford. His research interests include political economy, 
economic history, Iraq, Iraqi refugees, and authoritarianism. Sassoon’s The Iraqi 
Refugees: The New Crisis in the Middle East is a comprehensive study of the Iraqi 
refugees and the impact of their displacement on their home and host countries 
after the 2003 invasion. In 2013, his book Saddam Hussein’s Ba‘th Party: Inside 
an Authoritarian Regime won the prestigious British-Kuwait Prize for the best book 
on the Middle East. He is also the author of Anatomy of Authoritarianism in the 
Arab Republics (2016).

nothing and began to trade in India in cotton and opium. The Sassoons soon 
were building textile mills and factories, setting up branches in shipping in China 
and expanding beyond, to Japan, and further west, to Paris and London. They 
became members of the British parliament; were knighted; and owned and edited 
Britain’s leading newspapers, including The Sunday Times and The Observer. And 
in 1887, the exalted dynasty of Sassoon joined forces with the banking empire of 
Rothschild, fusing two of the biggest Jewish commerce and banking families in 
the world. 

The BJV Interview: Dr. Joseph Sassoon
Dr. Sassoon spoke with the Berkshire Jewish Voice in August. Our conversa-

tion was edited for length and clarity.

My first question is about your process. I know a lot of your work was archival 
research, but a big part of it was trying to obtain a sense of place by traveling the 
world. Before you actually started making these journeys, how familiar were you 
with the places in which the Sassoon family operated?

I had been to the Sassoon Library in Mumbai, I had been to the hotel they built 
in Shanghai, but went in and out in 10 minutes. At the beginning of my work, I 
had so much material, I didn’t think I needed to go anywhere. And by pure coin-
cidence, I was reading [presidential biographer] Robert Caro, and he said he had 
millions of documents about Lyndon Johnson, but he still wanted to see where 
everything happened. So he would go somewhere in Texas so he would know what 
he was writing about. He wanted to see it with his own eyes. And I thought, well, 
if he can do it, I should.

And the truth is, it really adds a huge dimension. For example, when I was 
reading the archives, there was a newspaper published at the time called the 
Illustrated London Times. I saw an illustration of a party that David Sassoon had 
at his home with a caption that said roughly 900 to 1000 people were invited. I 
couldn’t really fathom where would you put 900 to 1,000 people. But then when 
I went to Mumbai and I stood on the veranda of the house, I could see that you 
could fit even more than that in the place. 

Did it give you an insight into their taste or into their worldview or their aesthetic 
sense? They had so many magnificent buildings in so many different places. What 
did you notice distinctively ‘Sassoon’ from the places you visited?

I think one is large size. There is definitely an opulence, whether it’s the house in 
China, whether the houses in India, in Japan, wherever you go – I think it was 
very important for refugees who arrive into new countries to show ‘we’re here, 
we’re established and we’re going to be here.’ Throughout the 150 years [of the 
family’s prominence], hospitality always played a huge role and you couldn’t do 
that in a small place. Their connection to the Prince of Wales began when he was 
hosted in Mumbai. That’s where they had a dinner for the Sultan of Oman when 
he arrived in India. That continued wherever they went. When they moved to 
London, this opulence continues – one house has the best music rooms, another 
one is so sophisticated that it has three elevators. I mean, we’re talking about the 
early 20th century. I think it’s a combination of making a statement, but also the 
aspect of hospitality

I was surprised by how quickly the family moved around the world, and how quickly the 
business world of the day could accommodate that kind of mobility. What did you learn 
about the early globalization in the period that they first established their business? 

One of the things I got dizzy with was the amount of traveling that they were 
doing. One of the shocking things I would have thought is that when it takes you 
three weeks in a horrible, horrible journey to go from Mumbai to China, you defi-
nitely wouldn’t want to go on vacation again. Suddenly, I see these people. One 
son goes to Japan because he took a fancy to its mountains and its fields and felt 
it was so relaxing. There is another young son who traveled all the way to Norway 
to climb a mountain to watch this sunset. And then another daughter who 
traveled throughout the desert in Egypt. I think our concept of globalization is 
exaggerated because that was the real globalization, in my opinion. Open borders, 
when nationality was not really important. One of the things I tell people in 100 
years of archives, not once did any member of the Sassoon family stated that they 
should not deal with A or B because of their religion or identity or sect or color or 
whatever. It was always, ‘can we trust our new counterpart?’ And that to me, is 
the real globalization. 

For David Sassoon himself, the decision to go to Bombay was incredible 
because he could have gone and stayed in Iran and gone to Isfahan, where there 
were a lot of traders from Baghdad, or gone to the Persian Gulf because he spoke 
Persian and Arabic. It would have been much less hard for him and his family. 
And yet he makes the choice to take his young family and probably on a two and 
a half months journey on a boat. About, 5% to 8% of these boats never made it - 
the weather, the typhoons, the piracy, the diseases, and the quality of the food. If 
they get delayed, they run out of fresh food and water. 

The way you described their success is that it was largely tied to the workings of the 
British Empire. They definitely tied their star to the English way of doing things. I 
was surprised that they were able to establish houses like that in London, that they 
didn’t receive more pushback from the locals.

Well, it is fascinating. First of all, antisemitism was rampant in Britain at the end 
of the 19th century. But I think there are a number of factors that really aided 
in their acceptance. One, their connection from the beginning to royalty. The 
Prince of Wales used to be criticized in the papers about why he was spending so 
much time with these foreigners. There was a movement in Britain at the time of 
emphasizing free trade, of accepting talent that at least the Prince of Wales and 
many of the upper class accepted. Number two, they were not moneylenders, 
unlike the Rothschilds. Third, the British do not like nouveau riche. For them, 
it’s not about money, it’s about status. Well, the Sassoons had tremendous status 
in Baghdad and then in India. They were among what was called the merchant 
princes. That was not available for other families that came in and made it. 
And the final thing is, unlike the Rothschild, where towards the end of the 19th 
century, early 20th century, and particularly as World War One erupted, there 
was never a question about the loyalty of the Sassoons. The Rothschilds were 
always being asked, who are you supporting? You have a brother in Germany, 
you have another brother in France. Are you with us or with them? 

When I read your story of the Sassoons, one American family I thought of was the 
Vanderbilts, who also had a strong-willed founder, became obsessed with building 

THE SASSOONS, 
continued from page 1

Your Federation Presents



Offers effective Sunday, August 20 thru Saturday, September 30, 2023 in all Price Chopper, Market 32 and  
Market Bistro stores located in CT, MA, NH, NY, PA & VT. Not all items are available in all stores.

with AdvantEdge Card

449

Golden Blintzes 6 Pack
13 oz.•Select Varieties

Streit’s Egg Noodles
12 oz.•Select Varieties or Bows 8 oz.

with AdvantEdge Card

2/$3
Meal Mart Ground Beef
16 oz.•Frozen

with AdvantEdge Card

899
with AdvantEdge Card

399

PICS Honey Bear
12 oz. 

with AdvantEdge Card

299

Osem Toasted Couscous
8.8 oz.

449

Gefen Cake
15.89 oz.•Honey, Marble or Apple

with AdvantEdge Card

349

Breakstone’s Whipped Butter
8 oz.

Manischewitz Broth
17 oz.•All Varieties

with AdvantEdge Card

2/$6

with AdvantEdge Card

2/$5
Lipton Kosher Recipe Secrets Onion Dip or Soup Mix
1.9 oz. or Lipton Soup Secrets Matzo Ball & Soup Mix•4.3-4.5 oz.•Select Varieties

Streit’s Matzo Ball or Soup Mix
4.5 oz.

with AdvantEdge Card

2/$3

449
with AdvantEdge Card

Kedem Concord 
Grape Juice
64 oz. 
Select Varieties

Wishing You A  
Sweet New Year

699
with AdvantEdge Card

PICS Cold Smoked 
Atlantic Salmon
4 oz.•Regular or  
Pepper & Garlic

299
with AdvantEdge Card

Market 32 
5 Lb. Russet 
Potatoes
U.S. #1

Osem Mini Croutons
8.8 oz.•The Original Mini “Mandel” 449

with AdvantEdge Card

Golden Pancakes
10.6 oz.•Select Varieties 399

with AdvantEdge Card

Kedem Tea Biscuits
4.2 oz.•Select Varieties 

4/$3
with AdvantEdge Card

Osem Chicken Style Consomme
14.1 oz. 599

with AdvantEdge Card

Bosco Chocolate Syrup
22 oz. 349

with AdvantEdge Card

Wolff’s Kasha
13 oz.•Select Varieties 349

with AdvantEdge Card

Menora Shabbos Candles
72 Ct. 649Vita Herring In Sour Cream

12 oz. or In Wine Sauce 599
with AdvantEdge Card

Menora Memorial Candle 
4/$3

with AdvantEdge Card

Yehuda Gefilte Fish
24 oz.•Select Varieties 649

with AdvantEdge Card

Streit’s Apple & Honey Fruit Slices
6 oz. 349

with AdvantEdge Card

Farmers Horseradish
8.5 oz.•White 

2/$4
with AdvantEdge Card

LIMIT ONE COUPON PER  
OFFER PER CUSTOMER

2/$7
SAVE $1 WITH

with
AdvantEdge 
Card

2/$6
Final Price WHEN YOU BUY 2

Kedem  
Sparkling Juice
25.4 oz. 
Select Varieties

599

Round Egg 
Challah Bread
22 oz. or Round Raisin 
Challah Bread 22 oz. $6.99

1499 lb.

Meal Mart 
1st Cut Brisket
Kosher

1699
with AdvantEdge Card

Empire Kosher 
Boneless Chicken 
Cutlets
2 Lb.•Frozen
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BerkshireMontessori.org

Toddler through 8th grade

Learning
what matters



WWWWWW..SSTTOONNEEHHOOUUSSEEPPRROOPPEERRTTIIEESS..CCOOMM
WWEESSTT  SSTTOOCCKKBBRRIIDDGGEE,,  MMAA    ••    CCHHAATTHHAAMM,,  NNYY    ••    GGTT..  BBAARRRRIINNGGTTOONN,,  MMAA

SSuuppppoorrttiinngg  tthhee  AArrttss,,  CCuullttuurree,,  EEnnvviirroonnmmeenntt,,  
aanndd  SSoocciiaall  NNeeeeddss  iinn  tthhee  BBeerrkksshhiirreess  SSiinnccee  11998844Berkshire Hills Hadassah

wishes all

Shana Tovah!
“May your New Year’s blessings be as

plentiful as the seeds of the pomegranate”

Join and support Hadassah

berkshirehillshadassah@gmail.com
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Your Federation Presents
The First Jewish 
Families Early America – 
with Professor Michael 
Hoberman 
PITTSFIELD – On Thursday, August 31 at 10:45 
a.m., join Fitchburg State’s Professor Michael 
Hoberman for an overview of recent research in the 
colonial era on the “first Jewish families.” How do 
present-day descendants tell their families’ stories 
and why are their stories important today?

This free program will be presented as part of the 
Connecting With Community series at Knesset Israel 
(16 Colt Road in Pittsfield) and will be followed by a 
kosher hot lunch. Lunch is a $3 suggested donation 
for adults over 60 or $7 for all others. Reservations 
are required for lunch and can be made by calling 
(413) 442-2200 before 9 a.m. on the day of the 
program. See page 20 for the lunch menu.

Genealogical 
research is an 
extremely popular 
form of “public history,” 
and Jews in America 
have been enthusiastic 
and innovative practi-
tioners of the pastime 
for generations. 
Professor Hoberman 
will highlight some 
of the interviews he 
has conducted with 
living descendants of 
Jews who settled in 
the US in the 1700s, 
including a man whose 
bar-mitzvah, in the 

bicentennial year of 1976, marked the eighth gener-
ation of his family’s existence in North America (his 
great, great, great, great-grandfather, Gershom Mendes 
Seixas, had attended George Washington’s inaugura-
tion in 1789). 

Michael Hoberman is a professor of American 
literature at Fitchburg State University. He is a grad-
uate of Reed College and earned his PhD in American 
Studies from UMASS Amherst. Hoberman’s books 
include New Israel/New England: Jews and Puritans 
in Early America and A Hundred Acres of America: 
The Geography of Jewish American Literary History. 
He has published articles on Jewish American history 
in several journals and periodicals, including Tablet 
Magazine. He lives in Shelburne Falls.

For more on Jewish Federation programs, visit 
our calendar of events at jewishberkshires.org.

A Modern Day Benjamin 
Tudela: Around the 
World with Cruise Rabbi 
Arthur Starr

PITTSFIELD – On Thursday, 
September 7 at 10:45 a.m., 
join Rabbi Arthur Starr as 
he recounts his adventures 
as rabbi on a round-the-
world cruise in a talk titled “A 
Modern Day Benjamin Tudela.”

This free program will 
be presented as part of the 
Connecting With Community 
series at Knesset Israel (16 

Colt Road in Pittsfield) and will be followed by a 
kosher hot lunch. Lunch is a $3 suggested donation 
for adults over 60 or $7 for all others. Reservations 
are required for lunch and can be made by calling 
(413) 442-2200 before 9 a.m. on the day of the 
program. See page 20 for the lunch menu.

Benjamin of Tudela was a medieval Spanish 
Jewish rabbi, traveler, and explorer. In his journey, 
he passed through large swathes of Europe, Asia, 
and Africa. His vivid descriptions of Asia preceded 
those of Marco Polo by one hundred years. 

While Benjamin of Tudela described his thirteen 
years abroad in a book, The Voyages of Benjamin, 
attendees will learn first-hand about a similar 
modern-day voyage with Rabbi Arthur Starr, who 
recently served as Rabbi on a cruise around the 
world. Each week on the ship, Rabbi Starr taught 
passengers about the Jewish communities that 
would be visited in the days ahead. He will share his 
research and experiences including fascinating facts 
of Jewish life in surprising locations.

Rabbi Arthur Starr spent two years as a chaplain 
at Fort Bliss, TX, before 
assuming the pulpit of 
Temple Adath Yeshurun 
in Manchester, NH where, 
after 31 years, he was 
named Rabbi Emeritus. 
While in Manchester, he 
spent many summers 
working at Eisner Camp 
and leading trips to Israel. 
He went on to spend 
more than six years as 
the rabbi of the Hebrew 
Congregation of St. 
Thomas, US Virgin Islands.

After retiring the 
second time, Rabbi 
Starr and his wife Linda 
started a chapter of the 
Make-A-Wish Foundation. 
Much of his career was 
centered around building 
bridges in the interfaith 
community and leading 
interfaith trips to Israel 
and missions to aid the 
Jewish community of 
Cuba. He has spent much 
of the last 10 years as the 
rabbi on cruise ships. 

Moments to Remember: 
Stories About Living 
and Loving, with  
Dick Macht
PITTSFIELD – On Thursday, 
September 14 at 10:45 a.m., 
join educator, writer, and 
raconteur (not to mention 
Yiddish scholar) Dick Macht, 
Ph.D., for an in-person 
reading of autobiographical 
short stories that are filled 
with love, laughter, kindness, 
compassion, understanding, 
joy, sorrow, and happiness. 
These personal stories represent what it means to be 
fully alive. Moments To Remember is about living and 
loving fully.

This free program will be presented as part of the 
Connecting With Community series at Knesset Israel 
(16 Colt Road in Pittsfield) and will be followed by a 
kosher hot lunch. Lunch is a $3 suggested donation 
for adults over 60 or $7 for all others. Reservations 
are required for lunch and can be made by calling 
(413) 442-2200 before 9 a.m. on the day of the 
program. See page 20 for the lunch menu.

With a B.A. from Dartmouth College, an M.A. 
from Duke University, and a Ph.D. from Indiana 
University, Macht has taught Israeli, Yiddish, and 
German Literature, as well as Jewish mysticism, at 
the college level. Himself a director, Macht has also 
been an instructor of drama and acting at a number 
of academic venues. Macht has lectured at syna-
gogues, elder hostels, adult summer camps, and 
continuing education programs.

For more on Jewish Federation programs, visit our 
calendar of events at jewishberkshires.org.

Keren Weiner, Genealogist 
Tracing your roots in the United States and abroad 

 

 
 

“A Toast…To Our Ancestors” 
 

kweiner2@gmail.com 
413-499-9980 

www.kerenweinergenealogy.com 
 

Chazzan Gershom Mendes 
Seixas, c. 1784

You can now read and share Berkshire 

Jewish Voice feature stories online!  

Visit jewishberkshires.org and select 

Community & Events>Berkshire  

Jewish Voice for links to highlights of 

current and past issues.



103 West Park Street
Lee, MA  01238
(413) 243-4331

www.octobermountainfa.com

October Mountain Financial Advisors is a d/b/a of St. Germain Investment Management with an office in Lee, MA.
*Trust and Banking Services provided by Lee Bank.

We know why you are here.
And we’re here for the same reasons.

More than a destination. It’s a way of life. From one 
season to the next, we understand.

It’s a set of experiences, qualities and values that 
fulfill.

We believe your financial advisors should embody 
these same attributes.

It’s why we’re here. We’re here with you. And for you.

A SEC Registered Investment Advisor

The Berkshires.

Portfolio Management ▪ Financial Planning ▪ Trust & Banking Services*
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Your Federation Presents
Seniors Acting Up –  
A Look at Life from a 
Different Perspective
PITTSFIELD – On Thursday, September 21 at 
10:45 a.m., join us for a morning of drama and laughs 
as we welcome Seniors Acting Up, a troupe of actors who 
promise “A Look at Life from a Different Perspective.”

With so many challenges facing the world daily, 
a little laughter is always welcomed. “Seniors Acting 
Up,” a group of talented local actors ranging in age 
from sixties to eighties, was formed by Milton Lestz. 
Short comedic staged readings are their specialty. 

The group this year includes Peter McCallion, 
Denise Roller, Tom and Laura Gardner, Linda 
Cantoni, and Peter Podol. The readings are co-di-
rected by John Trainor and Milton Lestz. All in the 
group share a love of community theater and that 
makes the performances special.

This free program is part of Federation’s 
Connecting With Community series at Knesset Israel 
(16 Colt Road) and will be followed by a kosher hot 
lunch. Lunch is a $3 suggested donation for adults 
over 60 or $7 for all others. Advance reservations are 
required for lunch and can be made by calling (413) 
442-2200 before 9 a.m. on the day of the program.

For more on Jewish Federation programs, visit our 
calendar of events at jewishberkshires.org.

Return to the Catskills, with Phil Brown

On Thursday, October 12 at 7 p.m., join Phil 
Brown, founder and president of the Catskills 
Institute as he discusses the Jewish experience in 
the Catskills, from the first Jewish boarding house 
just before the turn of the 20th century, through the 
decline and current transformation.

This free Jewish Federation of the Berkshires 
program will be presented via Zoom. Please visit our 
calendar of events at jewishberkshires.org for links to 
our programs.

The Catskills resort area, aka the Borscht 
Belt, was the most popular Jewish vacation site 
in the mid-20th century and the training ground 
for many of America’s favorite entertainers.  New 
Yorkers hungry for mountain air, good food, and 
the American way of leisure came to the moun-
tains by the thousands, and by the 1950s, more 
than a million people inhabited the summer world 
of bungalow colonies, summer camps, and small 
hotels. The Catskills Institute was created by the 
organizing committee of the History of the Catskills 
conference that was held in Woodridge, New York on 
Labor Day Weekend 1995.

Phil Brown will select 
from hundreds of slides 
showing the hotels and 
bungalow colonies, the 
people who stayed and 
worked there, and the 
food and entertainment 
that sustained them. 

Dr. Phil Brown 
studies the Jewish 
experience in the 
Catskill Mountains. Most 
recently he has focused 
on the experience of 
the Holocaust and the 
immediate period after 
in the Catskills. His 
books about the Catskills 
are Catskill Culture: 
A Mountain Rat’s 
Memories of the Great 
Jewish Resort Area, In 

the Catskills: A Century Of The Jewish Experience In 
“The Mountains” (editor), and Summer Haven: The 
Catskills, the Holocaust, and the Literary Imagination 
(co-editor with Holli 
Levitsky). Dr Brown 
is also University 
Distinguished 
Professor of Sociology 
and Health Sciences 
at Northeastern 
University, where 
he directs the 
Social Science 
Environmental Health 
Research Institute 
and is on the exec-
utive committee of 
the Jewish Studies 
Program. He plays 
piano in the Klezmer 
band “Too Klez  
for Comfort.”

Seniors Acting Up
Phil Brown



As my parents planted for me before I was born,  
so do I plant for those who come after me. 

 – Talmud

Thank you to these individuals who through their gift to the Legacy 
Circle will ensure that the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires thrives 

long into the future. May your name be a Blessing, and may the 
example you set inspire others to create their own Jewish Legacy.

Anonymous (10)
Ed Abrahams
Norman Avnet*
Barbara Bashevkin
Robert Bashevkin*
Linda J. L. Becker
Robert Berend*
Shelley Berend
Helene Berke
Lawrence Berke*
Lee & Sydelle Blatt
Betty Braun*
Cipora Brown
Barbara Cohen
Mark Cohen*
Mimi Cohen
C. Jeffrey & Judith Cook
Gerry & Lynn Denmark
Jonathan & Lara Denmark
Sheila K. Donath
Melva Eidelberg

Monroe England,* in  
memory of Monroe B. & 
Isabel England

Dr. Armand V. 
Feigenbaum*

Dr. Donald S. Feigenbaum* 
Steven Feiner
Diana & Stanley* Feld
Lynn & William* Foggle
Larry Frankel & Elisa 

Schindler Frankel
Elaine Friedman
Eiran Gazit
Jeffrey Goldwasser &  

Jonquil Wolfson
Jordan & Laura Green
Harold Grinspoon
Ellen Heffan
Ed Jaffe*
Phil* and Rhoda*  

Kaminstein

Elihu Katzman
Marilyn Katzman 
Dara Kaufman
Howard* & Nancy* Kaufman
Lawrence Klein
Sarah Klein
Arthur Kriger*
Fred & Brenda Landes
Beth Laster-Nathan
Andrew S. Levine*
Toby H. Levine
Erna Lindner-Gilbert*
Amy Lindner-Lesser
Allan and Nan Lipton 
Helen Maislen*
Ellen Masters
Stuart Masters
Jeffrey May* & Kara 

Thornton
Bob & Harriett Miller
Estelle Miller

Robert Newman*
Wendy Robbins
Ken* & Fran* Rubenstein
Stella Schecter*
Arlene D. Schiff
Gary Schiff
Stephen & Deborah 

Schreier
Ellen Schwaitzberg* 
Martin Silver
Sylvia Silverberg, in 

memory  
of Jerome Silverberg

Richard A. Simons & 
Marcie Greenfield 
Simons

Mark & Elisa Snowise
Harold Sparr*
Laurie Sukel
Rita and Sol Toscher  

Memorial Fund

Lisa Fletcher-Udel
Edward Udel
Michael & Joan Ury
Mark & Judy Usow
Henry* & Beate* Voremberg
Alexandra Warshaw
Florence Wineberg*
Rabbi Deborah Zecher &  

Rabbi Dennis Ross 

*Of blessed memory

Elul 5783 / Tishri  5784  Berkshire Jewish Voice   •   jewishberkshires.org Page 9



Call 413-445-2481 today to speak with one of our experienced advisors. 
rigllc.com | 45 Walker St., Lenox, MA

Advisory services offered through Renaissance Investment Group, LLC, an 
investment advisor registered with the U.S. Securities & Exchange Commission. 

Did you know that if your volatility is too high or if your 
portfolio risk is too low, then your chance of achieving your 
long-term goals goes down? Controlling your portfolio's 
volatility is one of the key tasks for your investment manager. 

At Renaissance, we can help you achieve the right portfolio 
balance to meet your unique goals and tolerance to risk.  
And our senior leaders are always available to explain the  
often baffling moves in the market.

Volatility Matters

Your Federation Presents
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Rabbi Michael Strassfeld on 
Judaism Disrupted: A Spiritual 
Manifesto for the 21st Century
GREAT BARRINGTON – On Friday, October 13 at 10:45 a.m., Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires hosts Rabbi Michael Strassfeld for a Knosh & Knowledge talk 
about his book, Judaism Disrupted: A Spiritual Manifesto for the 21st Century.

This free program will take place at Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, 270 State 
Road in Great Barrington. 

In his latest book, Rabbi Strassfeld illuminates the possibilities of a new 
Judaism—a framework, as he puts it, with “practices that you can start putting 
into use right away to live a life of meaning.” He adds: 

By re-envisioning a Judaism that cultivates inner qualities such as grat-
itude, patience and generosity, Judaism Disrupted reshapes the tradition 
into something radically new. Focusing on the ethical imperative to make 
the world a better and more just place for all its inhabitants, this new 
Judaism calls on us to live with purpose. The wisdom found in the three-
thousand-year discussion of how to live such a life can guide us on life’s 
journey. The practices, old and reconstructed—form a technology to make 
meaning in our lives and in our world.

Rabbi Michael Strassfeld has been prominent in the American Jewish commu-
nity for nearly forty years, dating from his involvement as co-editor of the first 
Jewish Catalog in 1973 followed by the Second Jewish Catalogue, the Third 
Jewish Catalogue, The Jewish Holidays, The Night of Questions: A Passover 
Haggadah, A Book of Life: Embracing Judaism As A Spiritual Practice, and many 
more. Rabbi Strassfeld is currently the executive director of the Jewish Counter-
Culture Oral History Project. 

He is married to Rabbi Joy Levitt and together they have five children. He is a 
part-time resident of the Berkshires.

The Art of Sukkot, with Nancy Kotz

PITTSFIELD – On Thursday, October 5 at 7 p.m., prepare for the Festival of 
Booths with a presentation by educator Nancy Kotz on “The Art of Sukkot.”

Nancy Kotz will explore an overview of artworks related to the seven day-har-
vest festival of Sukkot (Hebrew for “Tabernacles”). It is the happiest of biblical 
holidays and celebrates the bounty of nature. A fragile booth and four species of 
plants represent the agricultural world. 

“The Art of Sukkot” program includes woodcuts, etchings, illuminated manu-
scripts, papercuts, silver and wood etrog boxes, paintings, photographs, and 
prints. It is a chronological and geographic overview of visual art objects and their 
symbolism related to Sukkot.

This free Jewish Federation of the Berkshires program will be presented via 
Zoom. Please visit our calendar of events at jewishberkshires.org for links to our 
programs.

Nancy Kotz is the founder and content curator for VisualArtsDC, a social 
media-based community with over 1300 followers focused on the visual arts in 
the metropolitan Washington, DC region. Since 2015 she has been presenting for 
Jewish Art Education (JAE).

For more on Jewish Federation programs, visit our calendar of events at 
jewishberkshires.org.

The Art of Marc Chagall: Love and 
War through Yiddish Eyes, with 
Linda Burghardt

On Thursday, October 19 at 7 p.m., join Dr. Linda 
Burghardt, scholar-in-residence at the Holocaust 
Memorial & Tolerance Center and contributor to the 
Berkshire Jewish Voice, for “The Art of Marc Chagall: 
Love and War through Yiddish Eyes.”

This free Jewish Federation of the Berkshires program 
will be presented via Zoom. Please visit our calendar of 
events at jewishberkshires.org for links to our programs.

Writes Linda Burghardt:

Born in a small Russian village, Marc Chagall rose to 
become one of the most famous and influential artists 
of his day. His paintings are filled with fantastic 

imagery: lovers flying over cities, animals with human faces, people 
turning into violins, musicians leaping over rooftops. Yet despite his many 
sources of inspiration, his Jewish roots, he said, were always his truest 
guide: “If I were not Jewish I never would have become an artist.”

Join us for an immersive discussion of this great artist’s work.

Dr. Linda Burghardt is the Scholar-in-Residence at the Holocaust Memorial & 
Tolerance Center in New York and has been a summer resident of the Berkshires 
for many years. She worked as a reporter for The New York Times for 20 years and 
has contributed articles and essays to the Berkshire Jewish Voice, the Berkshire 
Eagle, USA Today, the Chicago Tribune, the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, the Times 
of Israel, and the Jerusalem Post, among other major newspapers. She is the author 
of three non-fiction books and has lectured to both national and international 
audiences. She holds a Ph.D. from Long Island University and is the daughter of 
Holocaust survivors from Vienna.

Experience the Berkshires’ 
Premier Wine, Spirits, 

Craft Beer & Cheese Shop

Experience the Berkshires’ Experience the Berkshires’ 
Premier Wine, Spirits, Premier Wine, Spirits, 

Craft Beer & Cheese ShopCraft Beer & Cheese Shop

Jim Nejaime, Wine Merchant

444 Pittsfield Road  
Lenox, MA 01240  

413.448.2274

Visit Visit SPIRITED-WINES.COMSPIRITED-WINES.COM  
for convenient orderingfor convenient ordering

Pickup, Delivery & Shipping or come in to our shop!Pickup, Delivery & Shipping or come in to our shop!

Visit Visit SPIRITED-WINES.COMSPIRITED-WINES.COM  
for convenient orderingfor convenient ordering

Pickup, Delivery & Shipping or come in to our shop!Pickup, Delivery & Shipping or come in to our shop!

THE LARGEST SELECTION OF KOSHER WINES

“The Feast of the Rejoicing of the Law at the Synagogue in Leghorn, Italy”  
by Solomon Alexander Hart, R.A. 1850

Dr. Linda Burghardt
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With Ties to Our Community’s Past, Legacy Circle Member Laurie Sukel 
Looks to the Future of the Jewish Berkshires

“Aladdin had a lamp, the Rothschilds had 
money, someone’s uncle had a candy store 
– my grandmother had yichus (descent, or 
pedigree). It was as substantial as a stock of 
merchandise, yet magical and mysterious as 
the words ‘open sesame.’”

So begins a 1949 memoir by May Natalie Tabak 
published by Commentary Magazine. It’s a wonderful 
characterization of a word so resonant within a tradi-
tional Jewish worldview, one that somehow seems 
apt when our newest Legacy Circle member, Laurie 
Sukel, talks about her experiences growing up in the 
Berkshires. The Jewish community then was very 
different from the one we know today.

Laurie’s great-grandparents first arrived in the 
Berkshires around the turn of the last century, one side 
of the family establishing a tailor shop and the other 
a men’s clothing store on Pittsfield’s North Street. 
The Jewish Berkshires in which Laurie grew up – at a 
time when General Electric and other industrial firms 
incubated an abundance of good white-collar and 
blue-collar jobs in the region – supported a Jewish 
Community Center, myriad Jewish interest and service 
organizations, and a host of youth groups to engage 
students at the very-well-attended local religious 
schools. (Laurie’s parents even met at a B’nai B’rith 
Girls dance in Great Barrington.) One of her fond 
memories of growing up was the day her father rigged 
a stereo system to his car to accompany Knesset Israel 
members as they marched the congregation’s Torah 

scrolls down Wendell Avenue to their new sanctuary on 
Colt Road.

After graduating from Pittsfield High School, Laurie 
left home to attend a joint Jewish Theological Seminary 
and Columbia University program; was a longtime 
counselor at Camp Ramah and Eisner Camp; sang in 
the Zamir Chorale; helped run the family businesses in 
Pittsfield, which included a record shop; and studied 
music in Vermont. Eventually, she moved to Florida to 
be closer to her family, working in the travel industry 
and then as a public school teacher. She says she 
always “looked for Jewish connections where I could 
find them” and has been active with synagogues and 
Jewish organizations in South Florida, where she has 
lived for decades. Over the years, if she visited the 
Berkshires, it was mostly to see a grandmother and 
family friends who still lived in Pittsfield. 

But when Laurie decided to make a commitment 
to leave a legacy gift, she chose to make it to Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires’ Legacy Circle.

“There will always be Jews taking care of the Miami 
federation,” she says. “I think that the Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires, however, is intrinsic to the survival of 
Judaism and Jews in that part of Massachusetts and the 
surrounding area.” 

As much as Laurie’s legacy gift honors her Berkshire 
Jewish yichus, her motivations for giving are future- 
oriented, as well. “I think one of the most important things 
that Federation does is to support the Jewish camping 
movement,” she says. “I know what an integral part camp 
played in my Jewish upbringing and how, when you send 

a kid to a Jewish camp, it brings the whole family along. 
The friendships that are made keep more kids connected 
to the Jewish community throughout their lives.”

Also significant to Laurie are “the meals that are 
provided along with the programming for seniors, 
and also the volunteers who deliver food year round 
and bring challahs and baskets for Purim and Rosh 
Hashanah. I think that’s very important to keep people 
who maybe can’t come out themselves connected 
to the community. Federation wants them to know 
that they’re a part of the community and haven’t been 
forgotten. They are still connected. A lot of those 
people are from the founding families who go back 
generations, which is so important to me.”

She adds: “It’s something that has crossed my 
mind that should I someday wind up in Pittsfield when 
I’m older, I know that this community will be there to 
support me in whatever way I need, should I no longer 
be able to support the community as I can now. Not 
that I don’t feel at home in Miami. I’ve had a very good 
life here, and now I’m content with just visiting the 
Berkshires when I can. And you know, I realize the 
experiences are not the same and I realize the commu-
nity is not the same. But when I’m there, I feel the 
same. This community is where I’ve always belonged.”

And that is the feeling of yichus – “magical and 
mysterious as the words ‘open sesame,’” indeed.

1. Laurie Sukel

2.  Pittsfield Community Hebrew 
School graduation, 1969 – Laurie 
stands second from the right

3.  Richard and Sherry Sukel with 
daughters Debra and Laurie on, 
Friday, October 1, 1965, before 
Laurie’s bat mitzvah at Knesset 
Israel

4.  The Sukels’ men’s clothing shop 
on North Street

CREATE A JEWISH LEGACY

BUILDERS OF MOMENTS LIKE THIS.
At Wingate Living, our world-class residences are built to elevate everyday life and make you feel right at home–
without any of the stress of maintaining a home. And if your needs change, we’re here for you every step of the 
way. Call today to schedule a tour of our newly renovated community and experience the good life. 

wingateliving.com

1 2 3 4



Shana Tova
Rosh Hashanah begins at sunset Sept. 15�

Scan here for all of 
our holiday o�erings.

IN ALL BIG Y LOCATIONS
SALE EFFECTIVE NOW THROUGH SEPT. 20, 2023

 
Gala

ApplesApples

169
lb

In Our Meat Dept.  

In Our Bakery Dept

Freshly Baked
Round
Challah

 Plain or Raisin, 16 oz

579

Empire
Turkey

Frozen

399
lb

In Our Grocery Aisles  

Food Club
Bear
Honey
12 oz

399 

Happy New Year from Big Y 

Yehuda
Yahrzeit

Memorial
Candle
Single Count

79¢

In Our
Grocery Aisles  

579
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ANNUAL
CAMPAIGN
2023

YOUR
IMPACT
IS REAL

Jewish Federation of the Berkshires 
2023 Annual Campaign

GOAL $1,200,000

DOING  
 EXTRAORDINARY 
THINGS

100,000

200

300
400

500 600
700

800

900

1,200,000

We are almost there, 
but we need your help!
If you have not yet made your gift to the 2023  
Annual Campaign there is still time to do so.

Your gift will help us engage the next generation, support the  
elderly and vulnerable, and sustain Jewish life all year round.

Donate online at jewishberkshires.org 

THANK YOU FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE!

by Sanaz Toossi
directed by Knud Adams
based on the Studio Theatre Production

SEPT 27–OCT 15

Starring Playwright 
Sanaz Toossi

“A rich new play! Both 
contemplative and comic.  
The director Knud Adams 
gently underlines the calm, 
almost classical rhythms of 
Toossi’s writing.”  

—Jesse Green, The New York Times

BARRINGTONSTAGECO.ORG • 413.236.8888

by MARK ST. GERMAIN
based on the memoir of the same name by EDDIE JAKU

starring KENNETH TIGAR
directed by Ron Lagomarsino
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The Happiest 
Man on Earth

SEPT 22–OCT 8

BACK BY 
POPULAR 
DEMAND!

“Expertly performed and  
directed…remarkable”

—Albany Times Union

“Powerful and magnificent”
—Broadway World

“A finely tuned, richly affecting,  
thoughtful production”

—Berkshire Eagle
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Your Federation Presents
The Workshop brought JOCISM stories to the Berkshires 

A ferocious rainstorm on July 9 couldn’t dampen the 
enthusiasm of audience members who made it to “The 
Workshop Artist Salon: Probing Collective Memory & 
Hybridity” at the Elayne P. Bernstein Theatre in Lenox. 
Composer Avi Amon conveyed the experience of his 
family’s relocation from Turkey to the United States in 
a musical multi-media meditation, and Nemuna Ceesay 
made us laugh with a TV-pilot spoof of university acting 
programs. Anthony Mordechai Tzvi Russell shared a 
witty, thought-provoking story that combined oration and 

music, and moderator/Workshop founder Rabbi Kendell 
Pinkney brought the performers onstage for a lively 
discussion of creativity and Jewishness as experienced by 
JOCISM (Jews of Color, Jewish-Indigenous, and Sephardi/
Mizrachi) members of our community. Special thanks to 
Shakespeare & Company (and Managing Director Amy 
Handelsman), Shards of Light Foundation, and the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation for co-sponsoring the performance 
of this innovative artists collective.



Your Federation Presents
Thank You, Major Donors!

This year’s celebration of builders and sustainers of Jewish life in the Berkshires 
was our most successful yet!

By Mark Cohn / Development Officer

On July 23, over 250 of our major donors gathered at Berkshire Hills Country Club in Pittsfield to celebrate 
another year of Federation’s work and their vital support of all we accomplish. 

Many thanks to our event co-chairs Irv and Carol Smokler, who spoke lovingly about the importance of supporting 
this Federation whether one lives here for all or part of the year. Their son, Rabbi Daniel Smokler, provided a mean-
ingful d’var Torah paralleling Moses’s yearning for more with our own, and teen Sadie Honig-Briggs eloquently shared 
how Federation has helped support her journey into becoming a thoughtful, reflective Jew and potential future leader.

Yasher koach to all the members of our Host Committee, whose support for Federation is unwavering. Their collec-
tive enthusiasm for our work, and their willingness to share their commitment to Federation, made all in attendance 
feel that they were among friends, as well as supporting an important cause.
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Your Federation Presents
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Tickets Available at 413.637.3353
SHAKESPEARE.ORG

SEPTEMBER 15 – 
OCTOBER 22
Elayne P. Bernstein Theatre

WORLD PREMIERE

FEATURING

Karen Allen Reed Birney

by Donald Margulies
Directed by James Warwick

Many thanks to event co-chairs 
Irv and Carol Smokler



Your Federation Presents

Join over 1,500 of the most 
creative, engaged, and active adults 
in the Berkshires (and beyond) for 
non-credit courses, events, and 
community. Online and in-person!

AT BERKSHIRE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

OSHER

LIFELONG

OSHER
LIFELONG
LEARNING
INSTITUTE

Learn more at berkshireolli.org 
or call 413-236-2190
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The Center of Attention:  
PJ Library’s Tanglewood 

Shabbat Circle
In late July, 12 families joined PJ Library for our Shabbat 

circle at Tanglewood. The weather was absolutely perfect! 
We talked about things that make us say ‘WOW’, drew 
pictures of some of those things, and looked at our nature 
bracha cards as opportunities and reminders to say ‘WOW!’ 
about the world around us. We also talked about how 
Shabbat gives us a chance to slow down and remember to 
pay attention to what is around us – and that tied into the 
title of the concert, “May I Have Your Attention, Please.”

We hope to see you at our PJ Library family events this fall!
Molly Meador
Coordinator of Volunteers 
and PJ Library

Tzedakah Challenge 2023
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires is grateful for the 

many community members who have already stepped 

up and made their gifts to our 2023 Annual Campaign. 

You have helped us to a great start, but we still have a 

way to go to reach our $1,200,000 goal! 

To help keep the momentum going, Federation is 

excited to launch its Tzedakah Challenge 2023. Thanks 

to generous donors, Federation will receive a $50,000 

Challenge Grant if we secure $50,000 or more in gifts 

through the Jewish holidays!

Renew your gift or make an extra gift through the 

holidays and you will help Federation do even more to 

support our community in the New Year. Our commu-

nity is stronger and more determined than ever to 

continue Federation’s vital work to support the vulner-

able, empower young people, and create vibrant and 

meaningful Jewish life across the Berkshires, in Israel, 

and around the world. 

If you receive a letter or email asking for your support, 

please accept the challenge to double the impact of your 

gift! You can also donate online at jewishberkshires.org 

or call us at (413) 442-4360, ext. 16. 

 

      

 

 

 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
 

The Jewish Federation of the Berkshires' Tikkun Olam Volunteer (TOV) 
Network connects community members of all ages with Mitzvah 

opportunities to make a difference in our community. 
 

SIGN UP TODAY!  
Contact Molly Meador at 
(413) 442-4360, ext. 14 
mmeador@jewishberkshires.org 

 

 

Volunteer to Deliver Rosh 
Hashanah Care Packages 
September 12-14 
 

Seeking volunteers to help deliver 
holiday care packages to older adult 
community members in senior 
residences, hospitals, and at home. 
 

 

Volunteer to Deliver  
Kosher Meals on Wheels 
 

We need 4-5 drivers who can 
commit one day a week over the 
fall and winter to deliver warm 
meals to home-bound individuals in 
the Pittsfield area. Timeframe is 
11:30-12:45 p.m. (Mon, Tues, or 
Thurs)  
 

 

 

  

 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 
L’SHANA TOVAH 

 

 



Your Federation PresentsYour Federation Presents

ANNUAL MEETING 
continued on page 6
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Soothing Sounds on a Summer Evening
Our summer concert raised vital funds for anti-bias training in local schools

On a lovely summer evening in the Berkshires, nearly 400 people filled the Duffin Theater in Lenox to hear 
the dulcet harmonies of New Moon Rising. Each member of the trio – Elana Arian, Deborah Sacks Mintz, and 
Chava Mirel – is a star of the Jewish music scene in her own right, and our audience found out why – all are 
versatile musicians and songwriters, and their voices as they sang together were nothing short of heavenly.

Thank you to PJ Library and the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, and to all the generous underwriters who 
enabled us to bring New Moon Rising to the Berkshires. All concert proceeds – approximately $20,000 – will 
benefit the Anti-Defamation League’s A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE program in Berkshire County schools. 



To create your Jewish legacy contact: Dara Kaufman
dkaufman@jewishberkshires.org, (413) 442-4360, ext. 12

 Page 18 Berkshire Jewish Voice   •   jewishberkshires.org August 28 to October 15, 2023

Cabaret Discussion Brought 450 People to Downtown Pittsfield

Your Federation Presents

What good was sitting alone in your room on the morning of June 29th? “Reflections on Antisemitism 
and the Cautionary Tale of Cabaret,” a joint program of Federation and Barrington Stage Company, brought 
450 people to downtown Pittsfield for a lively and timely program. Thanks to our co-sponsor, Barrington 
Stage Company; our co-chairs Rhoda Levitt, Hope Silverman, and Zelda Schwebel; and panelists Dr. Roselle 
Chartock, Dr. Barbara Waldinger, Jeff Robbins, and BSC artistic director Alan Paul.

 Special thanks to JULIA KAPLAN for taking these wonderful photos!
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OBITUARIES
Jennifer Elizabeth Cohen, 
39, smile and laughter to 
light up the world
POWNAL, VT – Jennifer 
Elizabeth Cohen, 39, died 
Saturday, July 1.

Born May 17, 1984, in 
North Adams, Jennifer grad-
uated from Mt. Greylock 
Regional High School class of 
2002 and attended MCLA. In 
addition to formally working 
at many local retail estab-
lishments, Jen most recently 
was employed at Atlantis 
Equipment of Stephentown, 
NY with her boyfriend, Brad 
Schroeter. Jen took pride in 
her work with Brad’s family. 
She was so excited and proud 
to be working with them.

Jennifer had the smile and 
laughter to light up the world. 
Her kind heart was felt by all 
she touched while here on 
this earth. She loved being 
with her friends and living a 
life that was full of music and 
dance. She found comfort in 
the sounds and vibrations of 
live music. Jen loved to jump 
in any crowd to dance till the 
sun came up.

As a young child, she would 
wake up with a bright glowing 
smile that lit her mother’s 
heart with joy each and every 
day. She loved her mom so 
much and gave the best hugs 
every time she came around. 
She had a special bond with 
both of her sisters. That 
special bond could be heard 
echoing through the Berkshire 
Mountains as a beautiful song 
that will continue to reach 
many lifetimes.

As a teenager, Jen was a 
spitfire soul and loved to get 
together with friends. She 
was hilarious and those who 
knew her would laugh for 
hours at her “Jen-isms,” as 
her sisters and friends would 
describe them. It was always 
a great time if Jen was there. 
She stays with us all as a 
light through these wonderful 
memories we keep of her.

Jennifer is survived by her 
mother Gwendolyn Cariddi; 
stepfather Guy Cariddi; 
stepbrother Josh Cariddi; 
sisters Sarah Cohen and 
Becky Cohen; brother-in-law 
Nick DeBenedetto; nephew 
and niece Noah and Avah 
DeBenedetto, with whom she 
held a very special bond; many 
aunts, uncles, and cousins.

Jennifer was predeceased 
by her paternal grandparents 
Milton and Dora Cohen and 
maternal grandparents Frank 
and Marjorie Rynkowski.

Funeral services took place 
on Thursday, July 13, at 
the Flynn & Dagnoli Funeral 
Home, North Adams, with 
Rabbi Pamela Wax officiating. 
Burial followed in Southview 
Cemetery, North Adams.

Arlene (Karp) Symons, 85, 
passion was in the power 
of music to connect 
generations 
GREAT BARRINGTON – Arlene 
(Karp) Symons, 85, came to the 
end of her life on Friday, July 7. 
She and her husband, Michael, 
were married for 65 years.

She was born June 25, 
1938, in Brooklyn, NY – music 
was the soundtrack of her 
life. She was a piano prodigy 
from a young age. At age four, 
she performed on the radio. 
She attended the former High 
School of Performing Arts, 
winning a citywide contest as 
the best high school musician 
in the New York metropolitan 
area her senior year.

Music led her to Michael; 
they met in the folk song club 
at Brooklyn College. She liked 
to tease him that she was 
captivated by Michael’s lead-
ership of the group, but not so 
much by his musical ability.

Arlene went on to a long 
career in education, first as 
a public elementary school 
teacher, then later as a music 
teacher at the Brooklyn 
Friends School, and finally, as 
the director of admissions at 
the Berkeley Carroll School, 
also in Brooklyn.

Arlene’s passion was in 
the power of music to connect 
generations. She was a pioneer 
in the concept of the inter-
generational chorus, bringing 
together school-age children 
with seniors to not only make 
music together but for young 
people to learn about the lives 
of older adults and for seniors 
to see the world through the 
eyes of the next generations. 
Arlene created community 
through music. It was at the 
Brooklyn Friends School in the 
early 1980s that one parent, a 
documentary filmmaker, saw 
first-hand the power of the 
intergenerational chorus. He 
documented the experience in 
Close Harmony, which went 
on to win the Academy Award 
for Best Documentary of 1981.

Summer camp was another 
avenue for Arlene and Michael’s 
passion for children and educa-
tion, most notably at the former 
Camp Trywoodie in Hyde 
Park, NY, from 1964-1985, 
where Arlene’s musical theater 
productions were famous. 
Arlene and Michael made many 
lifelong friends at camp.

Arlene leaves behind 
her husband, Michael; son 
Jonathan and wife Suzy of 
Concord, MA; son Joseph  
and partner Nikolay of New 
York City; and three grand-
children, Caleb, Hannah, and 
Sarah. Arlene was blessed to 
live long enough to see each 
of her grandchildren become 
young adults.

Funeral services were 
held on Monday, July 10, at 
Finnerty & Stevens Funeral 

Home, Great Barrington. Burial 
followed at Ahavath Sholom 
Cemetery in Great Barrington.

The family asks that  
donations be made to Hospice 
Care in the Berkshires or 
Tanglewood c/o Finnerty & 
Stevens Funeral Home, 426 
Main Street, Great Barrington, 
MA 01230. A beautiful 
summer night on the lawn at 
Tanglewood was magic  
to Arlene.

Henry Jacob Meininger, 
99, hero in the full sense 
of the word, celebrated 
his freedom every day

CANAAN, CT - Born 
December 29, 1923 in 
Hildesheim, Germany, Henry 
was a hero in the full sense 
of the word. He escaped the 
Nazis when, at the age of 
16, he came to the United 
States with a rescue program, 
leaving his parents behind 
to an uncertain future. He 
became an American citizen, 
was inducted into the United 
States Army, and went to 
war. Stationed by coincidence 
near his hometown when the 
war ended, he learned that 
his parents had been sent 
to the concentration camp 
Theresienstadt. He comman-
deered a small plane to fly 
to Czechoslovakia where he 
found them alive and liber-
ated them just as a typhoid 
epidemic descended. He 
brought them to safety, first to 
Hanover, Germany and then to 
New York City.

While he identified strongly 
with his German heritage, he 
passionately loved his adopted 
home of America, where he 
celebrated his freedom every 
day. After a successful business 
career in the city, Henry moved 
full time to Austerlitz, NY, where 
he published his pride and joy, 
Homestyle Magazine. 

He was an avid lover 
of music, serving on the 
board of the Berkshire Bach 
Society for many years. He 
quoted Shakespeare when-
ever the opportunity arose, 
but Goethe was his deepest 
source of inspiration. He 
specified that the quote at the 
end of his memoir, which he 
dictated to his daughter in 
his final months, was not by 
Shakespeare but by Goethe:

“Ihr glucklichen Augen, 
Was je ihr gesehn, Es 
sei wie es wolle, Es war 
doch so schon.” “Your 
happy eyes, whatever 
you have ever seen, no 
matter what, it was so 
beautiful.” – Goethe

Henry passed away 
peacefully at Geer Village 
with his family by his side. 
He is survived by Edith, his 
beloved wife of 66 years; 
daughter Claudia; son-in-law 
Joe; grandchildren Hannah 

and Eli; step-granddaughter 
Suzanne and her wife Allison; 
and great-granddaughter Arlo.

A funeral service took 
place on Friday, July 7 at 
Finnerty & Stevens Funeral 
Home, Great Barrington. 
Burial followed at Chatham 
Cemetery, Chatham, NY.

Robert Lewis Greenfield, 
88, friendly, intelligent, 
and caring 
LENOX - Robert Lewis 
Greenfield, 88, passed away 
on Monday, July 17, at 
Berkshire Medical Center.

Born September 8, 1934, 
the son of Charles and Ada 
Greenfield, Robert received 
a bachelor’s degree from 
Princeton and spent his 
career working in the trophy 
manufacturing business. He 
was friendly, intelligent, and 
caring. He enjoyed downhill 
skiing and, later in life, cross-
country skiing.

Robert served as a docent 
at the Bronx Zoo for well over 
twenty years. He could give 
a tour of any part of the zoo, 
but his favorite animals were 
reptiles. It was at the Zoo 
where he met the love of his 
life, Deborah Harris. Through 
their over 35 years together, 
they traveled to Costa Rica, 
China, Southern Africa, 
Eastern Europe, and, most 
recently, Israel.

Robert is survived by his 
wife, Deborah; son, David 
Greenfield; granddaughter, 
Sydnie Greenfield; and his very 
good friend Gail Weissman. He 
was predeceased by his life-
long and truest friend, Jerome 
Weissman.

A funeral service was held 
on Wednesday, July 19, at 
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, 
Great Barrington, led by Rabbi 
Neil Hirsch. Burial followed 
at Ahavath Sholom Cemetery, 
Great Barrington.

Joel Greenberg, 93, 
well-respected attorney, 
dedicated advocate 
PITTSFIELD - Joel Greenberg, 
93, passed away peacefully on 
Wednesday, July 12, with his 
loving family by his side.

Joel lived life to the fullest, 
and his journey enriched 
the lives of many. He was 
intelligent, handsome, tena-
cious, and possessed an 
encyclopedic knowledge of 
history, politics, and liter-
ature. Joel took great pride 
in being born in the Bronx. 
His father, Meyer, a pharma-
cist, and mother, Gertrude, 
a teacher, instilled in him 
the importance of educa-
tion, leading Joel to attend 
the Bronx High School of 
Science. He later graduated 
from Syracuse University 
and culminated his academic 
journey with a law degree 
from Harvard Law School in 

1954. Soon after, Joel worked 
as an assistant counsel for the 
general counsel in the office of 
the Navy, followed by the New 
York office of the FTC.

Joel’s political career began 
in 1962 when he was elected 
to the Pittsfield City Council. 
In 1964, he was elected as 
a Massachusetts House 
Representative, marking the 
beginning of his shining polit-
ical career. Joel served three 
terms, during which he played 
a crucial role in the passage of 
several significant civil rights 
and women’s rights laws in the 
state. He served in the House 
alongside luminaries such as 
Dukakis, and his leadership 
achievements were widely 
recognized, as reflected in 
several newspaper articles.

After completing three 
terms, Joel left to become the 
assistant attorney general 
for consumer protection, 
where he continued to fight 
for the rights and welfare of 
his constituents. Throughout 
this time, he also maintained 
a private law practice in 
Pittsfield. Joel was a dedi-
cated advocate, championing 
numerous noble causes using 
words instead of weapons, 
benefiting us all.

Joel was a past president 
of Temple Anshe Amunim, 
chaired the United Jewish 
Appeal, and was dedicated 
to the Jewish community 
locally and in Israel. He was 
named Man of the Year by 
B’nai Brith’s Adullam Lodge in 
1976. 

Above all, Joel was a loving 
husband to Carol (Selkowitz) 
Greenberg for 66 years; they 
were inseparable. He adored 
his children, Susan Greenberg-
Yarmush, Peter Greenberg, 
and Betsy Bohrer, as well as 
his son-in-law Nat Bohrer, 
and derived immense joy from 
spending time with his grand-
children, Eitan, Madeline, 
Jeremy, and wife Amanda.

Joel is also survived by  
his loving brother, Fred, and 
his family.
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You can now read and share  

Berkshire Jewish Voice feature  

stories online!  

Visit jewishberkshires.org  

and select Community & 
Events>Berkshire  

Jewish Voice for links  

to highlights of current  

and past issues.

Heirlooms Jewelry

Wearable history in 
Roman glass & silver.

Exquisite, affordable 
jewelry from Israel.

heirloomsjewelry.com
The Mews, 36 Main St., Stockbridge, MA n 413.298.4436

Radon Testing 
and Mitigation

NEHA & NRSB CERTIFIED

(413) 528-9700  

❑ COMPETITIVE PRICING
 ❑ PROMPT SERVICE
 ❑ FIVE-YEAR WARRANTY

✓
✓
 
 ✓

Meals-on-Wheels & Meals to Go – Advance Reservation Required

Kosher lunch will be prepared on Mondays and Thursdays through September. Tuesday 
Lunches will resume in October.  Meals to go will be ready by noon for pickup at the Knesset 
Israel kitchen door, 16 Colt Road in Pittsfield. All meals-on-wheels will be delivered by 
Federation volunteers in the early afternoon. 

Please call (413) 442-2200 no later than 9 a.m. to reserve your meal for pickup and to 
arrange delivery if standing instructions are not in place. All are welcome to reserve 
meals for pick-up, although delivery may be limited in certain circumstances. 

The menus listed below are planned, but may be modified depending on availability of ingredients. When making a 
reservation, please inform us if a person in your party has a food allergy. Adults 60 and over:  
$3 suggested donation. Adults under 60: $7 per person.

Volunteers are Vital! Volunteer drivers who can deliver meals-on-wheels are always appreciated. Please call Molly 
Meador at (413) 442-4360, ext. 14. The Federation’s kosher hot lunch program is offered in collaboration with Elder 
Services of Berkshire County.

PLEASE NOTE: The suggested donation is completely voluntary. Seniors who cannot pay a voluntary 
donation will continue to receive a meal, no questions asked. We appreciate your understanding.

Gluten Free Main Entrée ** and Dairy Free Main Entrée #

Kosher lunch will be prepared on Mondays and Thursdays.  
Tuesday lunches resume on October 3 and will continue to be prepared through the winter months.

AUGUST

MONDAY, 28 ............. Roasted chicken**#, salad,  
oven-roasted vegetables, lentil rice pilaf, rye bread, 
and grapes.

THURSDAY, 31 ......... Fish**, gazpacho, noodle kugel, 
mixed vegetables, salad, oat bread, and cookies.

SEPTEMBER

MONDAY, 4 ............... Closed for Labor Day.

THURSDAY, 7 .............Truffle macaroni & cheese, 
stewed tomatoes, salad, garlic bread, and apricots.

MONDAY, 11 ............. Meat loaf**#, celery rice soup, 
mashed potatoes, peas & carrots, rye bread, and 
applesauce.

THURSDAY, 14 ......... Holiday meal: Roasted chick-
en**#, asparagus cuts n tips, rice pilaf with raisins, 
salad, challah, honey cake, and apples.

MONDAY, 18 ............. American chopped suey#, Ital-
ian beans, white bread, and tropical fruit salad.

THURSDAY, 21 ......... Fresh fish**, mushroom soup, 
salad, beets, rice pilaf, Farmer’s loaf, and brownies or 
chocolate bread pudding.

MONDAY, 25 ............. Closed for Yom Kippur.

THURSDAY, 28 ......... Sun-dried tomato and artichoke 
frittata**, juice TBD, salad, mixed vegetables, garlic 
toast, and fruit cocktail.

OCTOBER

MONDAY, 2 ............... Meat loaf**#, hash browns, 
peas & carrots, salad, marble rye bread, and pears.

TUESDAY, 3 .............. Roasted chicken**#, vegetable 
soup, potato bourekas, broccoli, hearty white bread, 
and chocolate babka.

THURSDAY, 5 ........... Tuna noodle casserole, salad, 
mixed vegetables, wheat bread, and peaches.

MONDAY, 9 ............... Closed for Columbus Day.

TUESDAY, 10 ............ Stuffed cabbage in casserole#, 
brown rice, salad, pumpernickel bread, and pineapple.

THURSDAY, 12 ......... Oven roasted root vegetable 
pizza, zucchini & yellow squash, salad, and grapes.

MONDAY, 16 ............. Beef stew**#, noodles, hearty 
white bread, and applesauce.

TUESDAY, 17 ............ Malaysian curried chicken**#, 
brown rice, salad, Oriental blend vegetables, Farmer’s 
loaf, and tropical fruit salad.

THURSDAY, 19 ......... Fresh fish**, celery rice soup, 
noodle kugel, green beans almandine, challah, and 
cookies.

 (413) 442-2200.

The Colonial Theatre  
111 South Street • Pittsfield, MA

The Unicorn Theatre  
6 East Street • Stockbridge, MA

(413) 997-4444 
www.BerkshireTheatreGroup.org

September 8–10
at The Colonial Theatre

book by Hershey Felder
music by Ludwig van Beethoven

directed by Joel Zwick

HERSHEY FELDER

Sept. 28–Oct. 29
at The Unicorn Theatre

The Larry Vaber Stage

by Michael Frayn
directed by Eric Hill

October 20 • 7:30PM
at The Colonial Theatre

DANCING DREAM
THE MUSIC OF ABBA

October 25 • 7:30PM
at The Colonial Theatre

SAM BUSH

Tony Award Winner for Best Play
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in. There is no fee, but donations to support Knesset 
Israel’s adult education program are welcome.

Classes will take place from 10:45 a.m. to noon. 
They will be offered in a hybrid format in the KI 
library and on Zoom, incorporating text study, small 
group work, and discussions. Between classes, 
students are welcome to watch short online talks by 
Rabbi Shai Held. To gain access to class materials 
and videos, please register in advance (by September 
22) at www.knessetisrael.org/rsvp. 
Class sessions: October 5, 12, 19, & 26; November 2, 
9, 16, & 30; December 7, 14, & 21 

The Art and Practice of 
Mussar
PITTSFIELD – Mussar is a contemplative Jewish 
practice of refining one’s middot, qualities of heart 
and behavior. Rabbi Pamela Wax will teach a 
monthly course for 9 sessions from October 2023 
through June 2024. In each session, participants 
will study texts and practice techniques for culti-
vating a middah such as patience, generosity, 
compassion, or faith. Paired chevruta study between 
sessions will be arranged and encouraged.

This class will take place in a hybrid format and 
is open to all. Come in person to Knesset Israel or 
Zoom in from 3-4:30 p.m. on Mondays, October 16, 
November 20, December 18, January 29, February 
26, March 18, April 15, May 13, and June 10. 
(Recordings will be made available should you miss 
a session.) The course and materials will cost $260; 
a discount is available for members of Knesset Israel.

Rabbi Pamela Wax has been a Mussar practi-
tioner for over 20 years and has taught hundreds 
of students in classes and workshops around the 
country. She co-wrote a weekly Mussar Torah 
commentary, Pitchei haLevavot, under the auspices 
of The Institute for Jewish Spirituality, and her 
essays about Mussar have been published by 
The Mussar Institute and in The Mussar Torah 
Commentary (CCAR Press, 2020) for which she was 
an advisor. 

Contact Rabbi Wax directly at pwax@bcn.net for 
further information or to register.

role of the Temple in Jerusalem. Through these 
narratives and accompanying midrashic interpreta-
tions, participants will glean valuable lessons about 
prayer, Rosh Hashanah, and the essence of Judaism.

This learning series is free and open to individ-
uals of all backgrounds and levels of knowledge. 
Participants are welcome to attend all three or 
whichever their schedule permits. Register at  
knessetisrael.org/event/exploringHHDs.

Late Summer Fun:  
An Informal Family 
Event at KI!
PITTSFIELD – The Families Together committee at 
Knesset Israel announces the return of a beloved late 
summer institution! 

On September 4, from 3-7 p.m., join KI for a 
friendly afternoon of fun, lawn games, and a kosher 
cookout on the KI lawn (rain location: KI social hall). 
Make connections with other families while enjoying 
kosher burgers, hot dogs, and vegetarian options. 
This FREE Families Together event welcomes all, 
with preregistration required (knessetisrael.org/
event/familiestogetherbbq23). 

Come celebrate the end of summer and embrace 
the joy of community and togetherness! Supported 
by the Harold Grinspoon Foundation.

Theology of Psalms 
PITTSFIELD – Knesset Israel’s Thursday morning 
adult education class resumes on Thursday, 
October 5. The topic will be the “Theology of 
Psalms.” Rabbi David Weiner will facilitate this 
ten-session course, which was prepared by Rabbi 
Shai Held for Project Zug. 

Rabbi Held writes: 

Jews often take great comfort in reciting 
chapters of Tehillim (psalms), but we rarely 
study them carefully. In these sessions, we 
will explore the religious world of the Book of 
Psalms. Through close literary and theological 
readings of an array of psalms — reflecting 
diverse genres, moods, experiences, and 
emotions — we will deepen our understanding 
of the texts and the worldviews they express. 
We’ll encounter texts that are theologically 
profound, spiritually audacious, and literarily 
breathtaking. Along the way, we’ll consider 
what it means to pray a text as opposed to 
merely reading or studying it.

Rabbi Shai Held – theologian, scholar, and 
educator – is president and dean at Hadar. He has 
taught both theology and Halakhah at the Jewish 
Theological Seminary and also served as director of 
education at Harvard Hillel. A 2011 recipient of the 
prestigious Covenant Award for Excellence in Jewish 
Education, Rabbi Held has been named multiple times 
to Newsweek’s list of the 50 most influential rabbis 
in America. He holds a doctorate in religion from 
Harvard; his main academic interests are in modern 
Jewish and Christian thought, in biblical theology, 
and in the history of Zionism. Rabbi Held’s first book, 
Abraham Joshua Heschel: The Call of Transcendence, 
was published by Indiana University Press in 2013; 
The Heart of Torah, a collection of essays on the Torah 
in two volumes, was published by JPS in 2017. His 
next book, Judaism Is About Love, will be published 
by Farrar, Straus, & Giroux in 2023. 

All texts will be studied in English. Members and 
nonmembers of Knesset Israel are welcome to join 

Feasting in Rome’s 
Jewish Kitchen: A 
cooking demo and 
book launch with  
Leah Koenig
PITTSFIELD – Knesset Israel invites the commuity 
to join Leah Koenig, acclaimed food writer and 
author of PORTICO: Cooking and Feasting in Rome’s 
Jewish Kitchen, for a captivating culinary event on 
Monday, October 2 at 7 p.m. in honor of Sukkot. 
Experience the enchanting flavors of Rome’s 
historic Jewish cuisine, shaped by centuries of 
tradition and resilience.

The Roman Jewish Kitchen is defined by its 
simple yet elegant approach to vegetables, the art 
of frying in olive oil, the saucy braised meats, and 
beguiling desserts. Leah Koenig will demonstrate 
two recipes from her forthcoming book – concia, 
a silky marinated zucchini dish, and Crunchy 
Chocolate Orange Cookies.

Participants will have the opportunity to taste 
these remarkable dishes. Immerse yourself in the 
rich heritage of Rome’s Jewish community, where 
a tightly bound community of 16,000 continues to 
celebrate and preserve their culinary traditions.

The event will take place at Knesset Israel. 16 
Colt Road in Pittsfield. Secure your place, and 
learn more by visiting knessetisrael.org/event/
LeahKoenig. Tickets are $15. Books will be available 
for purchase, and there will be an opportunity to 
get them signed. Don’t miss this chance to savor the 
flavors of history and celebrate the vibrant tradi-
tions of Rome’s Jewish cuisine.

About Leah Koenig: Leah Koenig is the author 
of seven cookbooks, including the acclaimed The 
Jewish Cookbook and Modern Jewish Cooking. Her 
work has been featured in The New York Times, The 
Wall Street Journal, Epicurious, and Bon Appétit. 

Exploring the High 
Holidays: A Deep Dive 
into Jewish Texts and 
Prayers
PITTSFIELD – Knesset Israel is delighted to 
announce a special learning opportunity for the 
upcoming month of Elul. Join Rabbi Becca Walker, 
the new Director of Lifelong Learning, and Rabbi 
David Weiner for a three-part class series, designed 
to deepen your understanding and bring new 
meaning to the High Holiday season.

The remaining classes will take place August 31 
at 5:30 p.m., and September 9 at 7:30 p.m., at  
Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road in Pittsfield.

In the first session, which was held on August 17, 
both rabbis guided participants through a combined 
class, delving into the rich themes of the High 
Holidays using Jewish texts. 

Led by Rabbi Becca Walker, the second session 
offers a contemplative journey into the Musaf 
service for Rosh Hashanah. Participants will look at 
rabbinic texts related to the liturgy in order to reflect 
on its relevance today, discovering personal connec-
tions and pathways to spiritual growth.

Rabbi Weiner will lead the third session, titled 
“The Center of It All,” wherein attendees will delve into 
two distinct biblical stories that illuminate the central 

Federation sends a very special Mazel Tov to 
long-time Federation volunteer and Berkshire 
Hills Hadassah leader Bea Selig on the occasion 
of her 100th birthday! May you continue to go 
from strength to strength until 120!

MAZEL TOV!

Bea (seated left), with fellow Hadassah Warriors 
at the July celebration of Bea and all she has 
done for this community, notably the “Check It 
Out” breast cancer screening program that saved 
many local lives.
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North Adams

Join the Congregation Beth Israel 
of the Berkshires community for the 
Days of Awe 5784. All are welcome at 
this Reform congregation. There are no 
tickets; no one needs to “pay to pray,” 
though those planning to attend onsite 
are asked to RSVP ahead of time via 
the cbiberkshires.com calendar, and 
to be vaccinated and masked. CBI will 
provide a meaningful and robust experi-

ence via Zoom for digital participants.
Services will be co-led by Rabbi Rachel Barenblat and CBI member and canto-

rial soloist Ziva Larson. Services will also feature songs and prayers led by CBI’s 
choir and band, directed by CBI member Adam Green. Expect song, poetry, 
harmony, and a balance of traditional nusach and new melodies – “Bring your 
open heart to connect with ours.”

There will be two options for children’s and family services this year. Option 
one is a Children’s Service led by CBI member and educator Jane Shiyah, which 
will take place outdoors at CBI (or, if there is rain, in the classroom) at 10 a.m. 
on Rosh Hashanah day 1 and on Yom Kippur morning. Option two is a Family 
Service led by Rabbi Jarah Greenfield that will take place in the backyard of 
a private home in Shaftsbury, VT at 10 a.m. on Rosh Hashanah day 1 and 10 
a.m. on Yom Kippur. The Rosh Hashanah Family Service in Vermont will include 
a locally-catered lunch and a walk to a nearby brook for tashlich. Email Rabbi 
Greenfield for more information at learning@cbiberkshires.com. RSVPs are 
requested for all family services.

CBI observes two days of Rosh Hashanah; the second day is typically more 
creative / contemplative. Shofar and tashlich (casting our mistakes upon the 
waters) will take place on the second day of Rosh Hashanah this year, at the 
suspension bridge outside TOURISTS hotel in North Adams (across the street 
from the synagogue). CBI also offers classical music as a prelude to Kol Nidre, 
and a full day of Yom Kippur davening and learning, culminating with Ne’ilah 
at sundown, followed by break-the-fast. Sukkot, Shemini Atzeret, and Simchat 
Torah celebrations are all planned.

If you have questions, please contact office@cbiberkshires.com. Please register 
for services at cbiberkshires.com. Contact the office for instructions on how to 
access the service via Zoom.

SERVICES
Selichot (“Forgiveness”) Service at 8 p.m., onsite & online

Erev Rosh Hashanah – Service 7 p.m., onsite & online.

Rosh Hashanah 1st Day – Service 10 a.m., onsite & online. Children’s service, 10 a.m., 
outdoors or classroom (if rain), onsite only. Family service in Shaftsbury, VT, 10 a.m. 

Rosh Hashanah 2nd Day – Service (with shofar), 10 a.m., onsite & online. Tashlich 
(casting bread upon the waters) to follow at TOURISTS suspension bridge.

Shabbat Shuvah contemplative service, Friday, September 22, at 7 p.m., onsite & online.

Yom Kippur / Kol Nidre – Service at 6:30 p.m. (classical music starting 6 p.m.), onsite  
& online.

Yom Kippur – Service at 9:30 a.m. onsite & online. Children’s service, 10 a.m., outdoors 
or classroom (if rain). Family service in Shaftsbury, VT, 10 a.m. Yizkor / Memorial Service 
will take place at the end of the morning service. All afternoon, all are welcome to enjoy 
the CBI labyrinth and pollinator garden. Yom Kippur Mincha and Avodah service, 5 p.m., 
onsite & online. Ne’ilah service, 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. (sundown: 6:45 p.m.), onsite & 
online. Break-the-fast follows – RSVP by September 25 ($18 adults, $5 children).

Shemini Atzeret & Yizkor, 9:30 a.m., onsite & online.

Simchat Torah Family Celebration & Dance Party, Saturday, October 7, 6 p.m., onsite only.

Other Events
Service of Remembrance, CBI Cemetery, Walker Street, Clarksburg, Sunday, September 
10, 2-2:30 p.m., onsite only. 

Rosh Hashanah Family Apple Picking, Sunday, September 17 at 11 a.m. Terry’s Orchard 
in North Bennington, VT. Contact learning@cbiberkshires.com.

Harvest Moon Sukkot & Potluck Supper around the campfire, Friday, September 29,  
at 5:30 p.m., onsite only. RSVP by September 25.

Sukkot Family Music Jam & Potluck on Sunday, October 1 at 10 a.m. Private home in 
Shaftsbury, VT. Contact learning@cbiberkshires.com.

HIGH HOLY DAY SERVICES AND CELEBRATIONS IN THE BERKSHIRES

High Holy Day Calendar

Holiday Date  Candle Lighting Havdalah
Selichot Saturday, September 9  
Erev Rosh Hashanah  Friday, September 15 6:45 p.m.  
Rosh Hashanah – First Day Saturday, September 16 7:43 p.m. 
Rosh Hashanah – Second Day Sunday, September 17  7:42 p.m. 
Yom Kippur/Kol Nidre Sunday, September 24 6:29 p.m. 
Yom Kippur Monday, September 25  7:27 p.m.
Erev Sukkot Friday, September 29 6:20 p.m. 
Sukkot – First Day Yom Tov Saturday, September 30 7:19 p.m. 
Sukkot – Second Day Yom Tov Sunday, October 1  7:17 p.m.
Sukkot – Chol Ha’Moed Monday, October 2 to Thursday, October 5  
Hoshanah Rabbah Friday, October 6 6:08 p.m. 
Shemini Atzeret Saturday, October 7 7:07 p.m. 
Simchat Torah  Sunday, October 8   7:05 p.m. 

Temple Anshe Amunim

Pittsfield 

Temple Anshe Amunim, a contempo-
rary Reform congregation with a venerable 
history, will celebrate the Jewish Holy 
Days with a full schedule of observances. 
Services will be led by Rabbi Dr. Scott 
Saulson along with cantorial intern Beth 
Reinstein. Diana Lawrence will direct the 
volunteer choir.

All services will be in person and via 
livestream. Those who wish to attend 
Rosh Hashanah and/or Yom Kippur 
services should contact the temple office 
to arrange for tickets.

SERVICES
Selichot followed by a festive oneg – Service at 8 p.m.

Erev Rosh Hashanah – Service and oneg at 7:30 p.m.

Rosh Hashanah 1st Day – Morning service at 10 a.m.

Rosh Hashanah 2nd Day – Service in nature at 10 a.m. (in-person only)

Yom Kippur/Kol Nidre – Service at 7:30 p.m.

Yom Kippur Morning – Service at 10 a.m. Study session at 1 p.m. Afternoon service at 
3:30 p.m. Yizkor/Ne’ilah at 4:30 p.m., followed by break-the-fast.

Erev Sukkot – Young Families Festivity at 5 p.m.

Sukkot Festivity on Friday, October 6 at 5:30 p.m.

The Jewish Federation of the Berkshires wishes all a 
happy and healthy 5784! 

The schedules that appear were provided by local congrega-
tions, which should be contacted directly for more information, 
advance ticketing requirements, confirmation of times and 
events, online options, and details about other planned holiday 
season programming that may not be listed. 

The congregational directory with contact information and 
addresses is on page 23. Services will take place at the loca-
tions appearing in the directory, except as noted in the listings 
that follow.

Candle lighting and Havdalah times are for Pittsfield and 
were taken from the Knesset Israel calendar.

Congregation Beth Israel

L’Shana Tova!

Hevreh of Southern Berkshire

Great Barrington

Rabbi Neil P.G. Hirsch, Rabbi 
Jodie Gordon, and the Hevreh 
community will celebrate 5784 with 
a Reform service that is rich in song, 
prayer, and celebration. Services will 
be conducted in the sanctuary and 
most will be streamed at hevreh.org/
holidays. Please contact the congre-
gation at info@hevreh.org for more 
information on how to participate.

SERVICES
Selichot – Song, prayer, and poetry at 8 p.m.

Erev Rosh Hashanah – Service at 7:30 p.m.

Rosh Hashanah 1st Day – Family service at 9 a.m. Morning service at 10:30 a.m.  
Tashlich at Lake Mansfield at 4 p.m.

Rosh Hashanah 2nd Day – Morning service at 10:30 a.m. 

Shabbat Shuvah – Friday, September 22 at 6 p.m.

Yom Kippur/Kol Nidre – Service at 7:30 p.m.

Yom Kippur – Family service at 9 a.m. Morning service at 10:30 a.m. Spiritual small 
groups gather at 1:30 p.m. for meditation and study. Afternoon service (with Yizkor and 
Ne’ilah) at 2:45 p.m.

Erev Sukkot – Service at 6 p.m.

Sukkot – Service (with Yizkor) Saturday, September 30 at 10 a.m.

Shmini Atzeret/Simchat Torah: Friday, October 6, at 6 p.m.
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Great Barrington

High Holy Day worship with 
Congregation Ahavath Sholom, an 
affiliate of Reconstructing Judaism, is 
an inclusive experience. Rabbi Barbara 
Kipnis Cohen creates an atmosphere of 
intimacy and spiritual connection with 
the congregation and with the liturgy 
and music of this awe-filled time. 

A schedule of services was not 
available at press time. Please visit the 
congregation’s website for more infor-
mation: ahavathsholom.com.

Great Barrington

The Berkshire Minyan is a self-organized group that provides a liturgically traditional, 
egalitarian davening experience in South Berkshire County.

Please visit berkshireminyan.org for information on the congregation’s holiday schedule.

Pittsfield 

Chabad of the Berkshires welcomes all to 
its friendly, traditional, and inspiring High 
Holiday services, to be held in an outdoor 
tent in Pittsfield. Co-directors Rabbi Levi 
and Sara Volovik say membership is not 
required: “According to tradition, at the New 
Year the Doors of Heaven are open – G-d 
accepts all prayers, from anyone. We open 
our doors, as well.”

Donations and sponsorship opportuni-
ties are encouraged – please call Chabad for 
more information. Readings from the machzor 
(holiday prayer book) will be in Hebrew and 
English. Please RSVP to attend services.

SERVICES
Selichot – Call for information.

Erev Rosh Hashanah – Service at 6:45 p.m., followed by dinner in the tent (RSVP required).

Rosh Hashanah 1st Day – Service at 10 a.m., followed by kiddush. 

Rosh Hashanah 2nd Day – Service at 10 a.m. Shofar at approximately 11:30 a.m., followed by 
kiddush. Tashlich time TBD.

Yom Kippur/Kol Nidre – Service at 6:30 p.m.

Yom Kippur – Service at 10 a.m. (Yizkor at noon). Afternoon service and Ne’ilah at 5:30 p.m., 
followed by break-the-fast.

Sukkot Yom Tov – Services all days at 10 a.m. For Chol Ha’moed Sukkot and more information 
on Hoshanah Rabbah, Shemini Atzeret (Yizkor), and Simchat Torah, please consult Chabad of the 
Berkshires’ website or call.

HIGH HOLY DAY SERVICES AND CELEBRATIONS IN THE BERKSHIRES

Knesset Israel Chabad of the Berkshires

Congregation Ahavath Sholom

Berkshire Minyan

Knesset Israel, an innovative congregation known for tremendous 
lay participation and leadership, deep spiritual experiences, opportu-
nities for lifelong learning, social action, and inclusivity, is delighted 
to announce its plans for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.

All services at this Conservative synagogue will take place in the 
main sanctuary and will also be available for viewing at knessetisrael.
org/livestream and on the Knesset Israel channel on the Boxcast App 
(Roku, Kindle FireTV, Apple TV). Children’s programming will take 
place on the first day of Rosh Hashana and on Yom Kippur outdoors 
and in the congregation’s chapel.

Tickets for in-person attendance at High Holiday services are 
included with Knesset Israel membership and are available for 
purchase by non-members. Knesset Israel offers reciprocal tickets 
for people who are members of other synagogues yet find themselves 
in the Berkshires this autumn. Advance registration by nonmembers 
helps Knesset Israel ensure a safe space for prayer and reflection 
during the holidays.

For more information about Knesset Israel’s services, please visit 
www.knessetisrael.org. To register, please call the Knesset Israel office 
at (413) 445-4872 or email office@knessetisrael.org

SERVICES
Selichot – Mincha/study session at 6:30 p.m. “Prepare Your Soul for the 
High Holy Days” Maariv, Havdalah, and Selichot follow in the sanctuary at 
approximately 8:15 p.m. 

Erev Rosh Hashanah – Service at 6:15 p.m.

Rosh Hashanah 1st Day – Service at 8:30 a.m., Torah at 9:45 a.m., 
approximately. Families programming 10 a.m. to noon. Babysitting (please 
RSVP) 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Rosh Hashanah 2nd Day – Service at 8:30 a.m., Torah and shofar at 9:45 a.m., 
approximately. No family service. Babysitting (nursery and playroom; please 
RSVP) 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tashlich at 4 p.m. (at Pomeroy Avenue Bridge). 

Yom Kippur/Kol Nidre – Mincha at 6:15 p.m., followed by instrumental Kol 
Nidre, Kol Nidre, and Maariv at 6:25 p.m.

Yom Kippur – Service at 9 a.m. Torah service and Yizkor after 10:30 a.m. 
Families programming 10 a.m. to noon. for ages 5 to 12. Babysitting (please 
RSVP) 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Afternoon service at 4:40 p.m. and Ne’ilah at 6:05 
p.m. Concluding services at 7:27 p.m.

Erev Sukkot – Service 5:45 p.m.

Sukkot Yom Tov – Services both days at 9:30 a.m. (Lulav and etrog Sunday only)

Sukkot Chol HaMoed – Service at 5:45 p.m.

Hoshana Rabah & Erev Shemini Atzeret – 8:45 a.m.

Shemini Atzeret – Service at 9:30 a.m. (with Yizkor at 11 a.m. ) Simchat 
Torah “Seudah Shlishit” with hakafot, at 6 p.m., followed by ice cream 
reception. 
Simchat Torah - Service at 9:30 a.m. 

Welcome to the
Jewish Berkshires
Everyone is welcome to attend  
services and events at any of the  
organizations listed here.

Please call the organizations
directly to confirm service times
or to inquire about membership.

Learn more about our Jewish
community and find great
events on the community
calendar at:

JEWISHBERKSHIRES.ORG

Berkshire Minyan
Lay-led, Traditional,  
Egalitarian Minyan
South County
berkshireminyan.org

Berkshire Hills Hadassah
P.O. Box 187, Pittsfield, MA
(413) 443-4386,
Berkshirehillshadassah@gmail.com

B’nai B’rith Lodge, No. 326

Chabad of the Berkshires
450 South St., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 499-9899,
jewishberkshires.com

Congregation Ahavath Sholom
Reconstructionist
North St., Great Barrington, MA
(413) 528-4197, ahavathsholom.com

Congregation Beth Israel
Reform
53 Lois St., North Adams, MA
(413) 663-5830, cbiberkshires.com

Hevreh of Southern Berkshire
Reform
270 State Rd., Great Barrington, MA 
(413) 528-6378, hevreh.org

Israel Philatelist Society
c/o Dr. Ed Helitzer,  
(413) 447-7622

Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
196 South St., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 442-4360, jewishberkshires.org

Jewish War Veterans
Commander Robert Waldheim
(413) 822-4546, sellit4@aol.com

Knesset Israel
Conservative
16 Colt Rd., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 445-4872, knessetisrael.org

Temple Anshe Amunim
Reform
26 Broad St., Pittsfield, MA
(413) 442-5910, ansheamunim.org

BERKSHIRE JEWISH CONGREGATIONS  
& ORGANIZATIONS

Pittsfield 



LOCAL NEWS

 Page 24 Berkshire Jewish Voice   •   jewishberkshires.org August 28 to October 15, 2023

Yiddish: A Global Culture 
A new core exhibition at the Yiddish  
Book Center

AMHERST – On Sunday, 
October 15 from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., be part of the 
opening as the Yiddish Book 
Center unveils “Yiddish: 
A Global Culture” – an 

extraordinary new core exhibition that places Yiddish at the very center of intel-
lectual and creative life in Europe and the Americas. 

From rare books and photographs to curated playlists and one-of-a-kind art 
and objects, “Yiddish: A Global Culture” brings together a vast collection of arti-
facts to showcase the rich history and creative prowess of Yiddish-speaking Jews. 

Dedication by Aaron Lansky and Susan Bronson is at 3 p.m. There will be 
tours and pop up performances throughout the day. At 3:30 p.m., “The Glorious, 
Fabulous, Incandescent World of Yiddish” – a one-of-a-kind experience celebrating 
Yiddish literature, music, theater, and more. This live performance combines 
elements of cabaret, retrospection, and pure extravaganza! Register at yiddish-
bookcenter.org

For much more on “Yiddish: A Global Culture” – plus a feature about a historic 
synagogue mural in North Adams destined for the Center – see the next issue of the 
Berkshire Jewish Voice!

Care for a Lifetime
The health and wellbeing of you
and your family—at all ages and

stages—is at the heart of CHP.

 Our multiple locations and mobile health
clinics make getting the care you need easy.

From medical and dental to behavioral
health, physical therapy, and nutrition

services, we have you covered. Visit
chpberkshires.org for more information.

ONGOING MINYANS

Saturday,  ..........................  9:30 a.m.
Sunday,  ............................  8:45 a.m.
Tuesday,  ................7 p.m. Zoom only
Thursday,  .............7 p.m., Zoom only
Friday,  ..............................  5:45 p.m.

CANDLE LIGHTING TIMES

Friday, September 1 ......... 7:09 p.m.
Friday, September 8 ......... 6:57 p.m.
Friday, September 15 ....... 6:45 p.m.
Friday, September 22 ....... 6:32 p.m.
Friday, September 29 ....... 6:20 p.m.
Friday,, October 6 ............. 6:08 p.m.
Friday,, October 13 ........... 5:56 p.m.

Knesset Israel – 16 Colt Road, Pittsfield
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Rambam’s Menorah at the Center 
for Jewish History 
By Howie Stier / Special to the BJV

One night on an empty industrial 
street down by the Brooklyn waterfront 
I found myself looking at a jumper. 
That’s newspaper jargon for the guy on 
the pavement who landed there after 
stepping off a factory rooftop an hour 
earlier. A scrum of reporters held hope 
of getting a name for the spread-ea-

gled corpse by deadline, and there was 
nothing to do but wait. Conversation 
turns to loshen harah – one TV talking 
head comments on the departed’s filthy 
socks, a New York Post hack pines for 
a nearby bar, and then a cop button-
holes me. “You know it wasn’t the fall 
that killed him,” he says in earnest.” It 
was the sudden stop.” 

As I try to parse this, the David 
Lynch-like tableau is heightened by a 
swell of familiar music. Barreling towards 
us, a Ford LTD station wagon is blasting 
Chanukah tunes; strapped to the roof, 
an out-of-all-proportion menorah, its 
PVC pipe branches dynamically angled 
skyward. In passing, a Chabadnik’s fist 
is pumping out the passenger window in 
time to “Al Hanissim” and I catch his face 
turned back to yell “We want Moshiach 
now!” And I respond: “No, tonight is not 
the night.” 

Now what, you might wonder, does 
any of this decades-old megillah have 
to do with an exhibition currently 
on view at the Yeshiva University 
Museum? Well, a most remarkable 
artifact on display in “The Golden Path 
Maimonides Across Eight Centuries” 
is a manuscript of the 12th-century 
philosopher Rabbi Moshe ben Maimon, 
known as Maimonides or the Rambam, 
on loan from The Bodleian Libraries, 
University of Oxford. The manuscript 
features the Rambam’s drawing of the 
gold beit hamikdash menorah. And it 
is this drawing which inspired that 
giant, highly mobile Chabad menorah I 
encountered back in the day. 

Moshe Rabeinu may have been 
baffled by Ha Kadosh Baruch Hu’s 
instructions about how to fabricate a 
six-branched lamp out of solid gold, but 
Rambam is confident about its appear-
ance, presenting his interpretation 
in an ink drawing dating from 1168. 
Measuring only about five inches square 
and shoehorned into a small patch of 
a single daf (page) of his Commentary 
on the Mishnah, it remarkably conveys 
a huge amount of information. No 
mechanical rendering from which a 
modern-day Bezalel (the chief artisan of 
the Tabernacle from the Book of Exodus) 
could fabricate a menorah, it is rather a 
loosely crafted image casually placed on 
the page, as ruled lines of calligraphy are 
obscured by lush sepia marks. This is all 
very un-Rambam-like. His multi-volume 
Mishne Torah (study a chapter a day and 
you’ll be done in three years) is nothing 
less than a comprehensive operating 
manual for Judaism, and the menorah 
drawing serves as a rich aesthetic coun-
terpoint to Rambam’s precise text. 

Indeed there is no mention in the 
Tanakh, Talmud, or other early sources 

as to the proper shape of the menorah’s 
branches. Ironically, the design source 
for the one graphic symbol unique to 
Judaism, the curved branched menorah 
displayed in every synagogue and 
Jewish home for the past 2,000 years, 
and for the emblem of the State of Israel 
has been culturally appropriated from 
a non-Jewish aesthetic, specifically a 
pagan Roman artist’s depiction on the 
1st century CE Arch of Titus. Rambam 
shows us we’ve all been played. 

Citing mesorah, an oral Torah 
tradition, as the source for his design 
choice, Rambam notes his geometric 
shapes along the branches are place-
holders for flowers, knobs, and cups, 
the original forms of which are lost. 
But the most profound element here 
is Rambam’s depiction of the six 
branches diagonally attached to the 
central lamp holder, a medieval vision 
that evokes light traveling as both 
beam and particle that reflects the 
contemporary understanding of the 
physics of his time. Leaving the gallery, 
I’m left with two take-aways. Foremost, 
the sensibility that standing before the 
Rambam’s handiwork is the closest one 
can get ba olam hazeh (in this world) 
to encountering the livingtzadik, and 
second, I’m awed by the power of an 
intimately scaled drawing, which can 
leave you forever ambivalent about that 
other depiction of the menorah, and 
pulls the rug from under that monu-
ment vis-a-vis the Coliseum in Rome.

The son of a survivor of the Lvov 
Ghetto and Janowska concentra-
tion camp, Howie Stier is a longtime 
journalist who reported on crime and 
mayhem in the five boroughs for the 
New York Times, covered celebrity news 
from the red carpet and back alleys of 
Hollywood Boulevard for Entertainment 
Tonight, and has relocated to the 
Berkshires where he’s focused on two 
considerations: literature and learning 
Torah – as havel havalim hakol havel 
(breath, breath, all is breath).

 “The Golden Path: Maimonides Across 
Eight Centuries” remains on view through 
December 31 at Yeshiva University 
Museum at the Center for Jewish History, 
15 West 16 Street in New York City. 
The exhibit “tracks Maimonides and his 
thought through a study of materiality. It 
focuses on visual material, such as depic-
tions of Maimonides, and on manuscripts 
and rare printed books from collections 
around the exploring specific items within 
their varied historical, cultural, and 
Maimonidean contexts. Visit: yu.edu/
golden-path

Curved vs. 
Straight 
Branches
The rounded vs. 
straight branch 
debate is detailed 

in the article ‘Why Insist on Depicting 
a Straight-Branched Menorah?’ 
on Chabad.org. The Lubavitcher 
Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel 
Schneerson, felt that the rounded 
menorah branches derived from the 
Arch of Titus carving, whether histori-
cally accurate or not, evoked the exile 
of Jews from the Land of Israel, and 
insisted that Chabad menorahs, like 
that atop the “Mitzvah Mobile” the 
author encountered many years ago 
in Brooklyn be straight branched. The 
Talmud states that the menorah was 
a “testimony to all the inhabitants of 
the world that the Divine Presence 
rests within Israel” (Menachot 86b) – a 
symbol of connection between God 
and the Jewish People that should not 
carry the taint of defeat and exile. 

An illustration of the Temple 
menorah drawn by Maimonides, on 

view in “The Golden Path” exhibit
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" We like your smile when we're done."Berkshire
ROOFING
413-298-1029
bgrco.net
Mike Linde

RESIDENTIAL 
ROOFING SPECIALIST
Written Estimates • Fully Insured

carrhardware.com

Experience Matters.
Trusted Brands.

547 North Street
413.443.5611

489 Pittsfield Road
413.442.0983

179 State Road
413.663.6600

256 Main Street
413.528.4520

Local Business, Local Focus since 1928.

Lee 
221 Main Street

413.243.0786

Pittsfield Lenox
North 
Adams

Great 
Barrington

Fresh and fluffy, hot-from-the-oven pita 
bread, dipped in olive oil and za’atar, is one of 
my favorite Middle Eastern comfort foods. Or is 
it za’atar sprinkled over hummus that makes me 
think of palm trees and oranges? Or maybe Yotam 
Ottolenghi’s scrumptious butternut squash with 
red onions, tahini, and za’atar?

Regular readers of this column may recall 
that Joel and I, while busy chatting with the 
mechutanim in Jerusalem’s Mahane Yehuda 
market, neglected to see what the tea vendor was 
loading into his bag. Well, apparently we like to 
chat because (no comments from well-meaning 

friends here, please), while we were distracted by talk about our amazing mutual-
ly-held grandchildren, we also bought a huge bag stuffed with za’atar — enough 
to give to our three kids, neighbors, and friends. They were thrilled to get it.

But what exactly is za’atar? Well, that depends on who you’re asking. The 
word itself refers both to the herb-spice mixture from which it is made, and to the 
wild plant itself. But that wild plant can be one of several varieties of the lamia-
ceae family. As if that weren’t confusing enough, thyme, oregano, marjoram, and 
hyssop are all members of that same extended family. 

Then we have the mixture, which can 
be comprised of dried oregano, thyme, 
marjoram, hyssop, sumac, toasted sesame 
seeds, and even salt. As with other Middle 
Eastern spice blends (e.g., ras el hanout, 
baharat, hawaij), cooks from the banks 
of the Euphrates all the way west to the 
Mediterranean shores make their own 
variations of za’atar. 

Za’atar has been part and parcel of 
Middle Eastern culture for millennia. In 
fact, the word ezov (hyssop) occurs several 
times in the Torah, although not as a 
food product. We first encounter it in the 
account of the Passover sacrifice in the 
book of Exodus, in which the children of 
Israel are told, “And ye shall take a bunch 
of hyssop [ezov], and dip it in the blood 
[of the sacrifice]… and strike the lintel [of 
your homes] and the two side posts….” 
Elsewhere in the Torah, hyssop is used in 
purification rites. 

(Having said all that, although ezov is 
often translated as hyssop, it is distinct 
from the modern hyssopus officinalis.)

Among other ancient peoples to have used za’atar were the Egyptians. They 
revered the herb so much that they entombed their pharaohs with it. In fact, 
archaeologists have found za’atar buried in King Tut’s tomb. I don’t know if olive 
oil and pita were also included in the care package. 

Za’atar was even made into a perfume during the Parthian Empire (the guys 
who defeated the Seleucids of Hanukkah infamy.)

In the 12th century, as august 
a figure as doctor and philoso-
pher Maimonides was a fan of the 
stuff. A man ahead of his time, 
he is reported to have prescribed 
it to patients to treat a variety of 
ills, including colds. And now, 
modern research supports his 
beliefs, showing evidence of 
za’atar’s healing properties. For 
example, sumac is full of flavo-
noids, and thyme and oregano both 
contain antioxidant, antiseptic, 
and fungicide properties. One of 
these properties, thymol, is used 
to control coughing fits in patients 
with bronchitis.

Maybe even more exciting, researchers are now studying one particular feature 
of both thyme and oregano: carvacrol. When administered to rodents, carvacrol 
affects levels of dopamine, the neurotransmitter involved in the brain’s reward 
system. It also affects serotonin, key to learning and mood.

Even if scientific lab results are still in the early days, people across the Middle 
East believe so much in za’atar’s powers that they feed the herb to their children 
before their school exams. 

But it’s the culinary uses for za’atar that will make your kitchen send out 
wafts of alluring aromas. Open your windows while you cook and just see how 
your neighbors will magically appear on your doorstep!

BERKSHIRE JEWISH VOICES

Spice it Up!
By Carol Goodman Kaufman / Special to the BJV

Za’atar accompanied King Tut, the boy 
king of Egypt, on his voyage through 
the underworld. This Egyptian brown 
quartzite head of the god Amen with the 
features of pharaoh King Tutankhamen( 
New Kingdom, 18th Dynasty, reign of 
Tutankhamun, ca. 1333–1323 B.C.E.) sold 
for nearly $6 million at auction in 2019, 
despite protests from Egypt’s government 
that the artifact had been looted. 

There is no one recipe for za’atar.

TRAVELING WITH JEWISH TASTE

Carol Goodman Kaufman has just published the second picture book in what 
is planned as a series about nature for young children. Written under the name 
Carolinda Goodman, Pirate Ships and Shooting Stars is written in rhyme, and its 
lively stanzas encourage young children to use their imaginations when looking 
up at the sky. From rainbows to constellations to pictures in the clouds, Kaufman 
believes there is much to see if only they lift their eyes.

In addition to her work for children, Kaufman also writes under her “real” name 
about food history (including for the Berkshire Jewish Voice), and her first novel, a 
murder mystery, will drop in 2023.

Roasted Cauliflower with Tahini Sauce

INGREDIENTS:
1 large cauliflower, cut into florets
2 tablespoons olive oil
2 tablespoons butter, melted
2 tablespoons za'atar
Sea salt and pepper
For the tahini sauce:

4 cloves garlic, minced
¼ cup fresh lemon juice
½ cup tahini
½ teaspoon fine sea salt
6 tablespoons water, more as needed

INSTRUCTIONS:

Preheat the oven to 425˚F and line a baking sheet with parchment paper.

Drizzle the florets with the oil and melted butter and toss to combine.

Add the za'atar, salt and pepper and toss again.

Spread the cauliflower evenly on the baking sheet and bake for 20 minutes, 
until cauliflower turns golden brown.

Now, for the tahini sauce:

Whisk together all the ingredients, adding more water if needed to reach a 
creamy consistency.

Serve with the cauliflower.

Enjoy!
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One blue evening, I ordered takeout chicken chow mein. I was in one of my 

moods, thinking about the past, pondering my current quagmires. Worried. On 
edge. A bit hopeless. But the meal, while not stellar, worked its usual magic. 
When I was done, I was feeling a bit better. I chose one of the three enclosed 
fortune cookies, unwrapped its cellophane packaging, and cracked it open. And 
this is what I got. This.

What? Why? How did this happen? How can a loving God cause such agony? 
I cracked open the remaining two fortune cookies and both were compassionate 
and uplifting, the kind of messages to which one can humorously tack on the 
words “…in bed” and have a chuckle. But mine – an existential conundrum 
wrapped in a crackly ersatz-vanilla shell.

I really didn’t, at first, suspect that the hand of a prophet was in this – I believed 
I had been victimized by a sociopathic worker at the fortune cookie factory who, 
bored out of his mind, will occasionally slip a few provocative messages into the mix 
of meaningless prognostications he is charged with printing out and cutting into 
little strips. Still, from then on, I started to approach fortune cookies a little warily, 
just in case – you never want to open a fresh can of worms with either Hashem or 
His prophets.

Last winter, alas, I found myself really going through it. Nothing strange about 
that – we all go through it at times. But this time, life got me good. Every day 
found me grappling with some kind of psychic disquiet, struggles made all the 
worse by a brutal weeks-long sinus infection that migrated to my chest as asth-
matic bronchitis and showed no sign of abating even after my antibiotics regimen 
reached its end. Then, I slipped on some ice and dislocated my shoulder, which 
activated my fibromyalgia and left me slipping in and out of a mental state my 
doctor told me is known as “fibro-fog.” 

I am, however, truly blessed with friends. While I was feeling low and bedrag-
gled, one of them bucked me up by telling me, among other messages of 
encouragement and solace, simply that I was a good person. “Albert, you’re a 
good person,” she said. That made me feel a little better as, I was sure, would a 
dinner of chicken chow mein that evening. 

When I finished my takeout meal, feeling a bit better I picked out one of the 
three fortune cookies in the package and unwrapped it. And this is what I got. 
This.

My first thought – honestly, this was my first thought – was: “Would this feel 
any better if I didn’t believe in God?”

Meanwhile, I’m still thinking. I posted about this experience on my Facebook 
page and female friends responded with an outpouring of sympathy for my woes, 
Ayurvedic remedies for my persistent cold, and assurances that yes, truly, I was a 
“terrific person.” In contrast, this, in its entirety, is the message I got from the one 
male friend who wrote anything: “Chicken chow mein is my go-to lunch combo 
takeout.” (Typical – the gals respond to offer emotional support, while the guy 
writes about lunch. Women are from Venus, and Men are from the Chinese Steam 
Table Buffet.)

Long story short, I got over the bumps and have been enjoying a glorious 
springtime in the Berkshires. All is well. Even so, a few nights ago I ordered 
chicken chow mein for dinner. The food tasted fine and I thought of my mom, and 
since I was starting from a baseline of relative contentment, the meal brought 
back many fond memories. Then, I arrived at fortune cookie time. And, since I 
was basically uplifted, I thought this might be a good time for an experiment – 
would the fortune cookie I chose be in some way hurtful? 

There were two cookies in the package. I chose one. Then I switched to the 
other. Then I closed my eyes and mixed the two up. Finally, I unwrapped one and 
cracked it open.

To prove the veracity of what I’m sharing, here is an image of the two fortune 
cookies from that meal. The one in the background is still pristinely wrapped in 
cellophane and, in the foreground, is the one I cracked open.

Reading it, I could almost hear my late father, Henry Stern, whispering into my 
ear from the Great Beyond: “That’s very good advice… for a person of your caliber, 
Albert.”

Many mornings when I lay tefillin, after I recite the Shema, I reflect on past 
experiences, good and bad, and try to imagine how I might use them to improve 
my lot. On the day after my fortune cookie experiment, I pondered the message 
that Hashem was trying to convey through his prophets at the fortune cookie 
factory. I thought and I thought and, as I wrote earlier, if you keep asking ques-
tions, you’ll arrive at deeper existential truths. 

And suddenly, Hashem’s message to me was clear: “Next time, order the moo 
goo gai pan.”

In “The Sound of Silence,” Simon & Garfunkel famously sang, “The words of 
the prophets are written on subway walls.” In truth, prophets are not doing their 
best work on subway walls (which are just a mess), but rather on bumper stickers 
– not so much here in the Berkshires, where stickers I notice are mostly along the 
lines of:

The memorable bumper stickers I come across are not on our rural roads but 
on the information superhighway that is the World Wide Web. The messages pop up 
randomly on my social media and are good perhaps for a smirk, a nod, or a shrug; 
but occasionally, one lands weightily, to where you recognize the work of a prophet:

A prophet or at least a philosopher. Once you open any line of inquiry, sooner 
or later, if you keep asking questions, you’ll arrive at the deeper existential 
conundrums. This prophet/philosopher makes the jump efficiently, which is the 
essential skill of the best bumper sticker writers. No matter where you begin your 
quest for truth, persist and eventually you’re going to get right down the real 
nitty-gritty – even if your line of inquiry begins with a question so anodyne as: 
“What’s for dinner?”

Dinner for me is sometimes chicken chow mein. It was a dish my late mother 
used to concoct out of canned Chun King Chinese vegetables and leftover Shabbos 
chicken – you covered everything with a lot of soy sauce and those crispy Chinese 
noodles and it tasted okay, like a lot of soy sauce and those crispy Chinese noodles. 
I still order it and think about my mom while I eat it. With a fork.

At the rare restaurants that still do real Cantonese-style cooking, the dish – 
basically chicken, bok choy, onions, celery, bamboo shoots, water chestnuts, garlic, 
and a little ginger sauteed in a mild gooey sauce – is served over a basket of deep-
fried noodles. This traditional preparation used to be a lonely lunch special for me 
at Jade Mountain on Second Avenue in the East Village, one of the last restaurants 
in New York City that had a vintage neon “Chow Mein” sign in front testifying to the 
dish’s bygone popularity. While the dish remains on most Chinese menus, it seems 
to be a passé order, to the point where almost every time I call it in, I’m reminded 
by the person on the other end of the line that “chow mein is not noodles. If you 
want noodles, you want lo mein.” No sir, I want the chicken chow mein. And I 
want to think of my late mother when I eat it. With a fork.

“It isn’t necessary to imagine the world ending in fire or ice,” opined 
Frank Zappa. “There are two other possibilities: one is paperwork, and the 
other is nostalgia.” I wouldn’t go that far, but our indulgences in nostalgia 
can provide cracks in the space-time continuum that malign forces from the 
other realms use to communicate with us. A chicken chow mein dinner is my 
nostalgia, and it leaves me vulnerable to their mischief. In this unguarded 
state, I think of my late mother, of how uninspiring a cook she was. Of our 
unhappy home in Miami Beach, the Sun and Fun Capital of the World. Of 
looking forward to her chicken chow mein because it was better than most 
of the meals she served. Of how she taught our housekeeper how to make 
it the way the family liked after her terminal cancer diagnosis. Of how she 
was gone in just six months. Of how much I’ve missed her over these past 40 
years.

Suffice it to say, I’m usually kind of down when I eat chicken chow 
mein. After I’m done, though, I do feel better – as comfort food, it does the trick. 
The problem I’ve been having lately has been with fortune cookies, a medium 
of prophecy worked by B-Team seers still in training for the more demanding 
bumper sticker work.

The Chinese restaurant I take out from has a wasteful practice of overloading 
each order with inedible condiments (treacly duck sauce, toxic hot mustard, 
faux soy sauce), unwanted napkins and plastic cutlery, and also several fortune 
cookies. There are always enough of these extras to accommodate one or two other 
diners, and I toss all of them into the garbage except for the forks and spoons and 
one fortune cookie. After my meal, I choose a cookie, eat one bite nostalgically to 
remember that they’re still disgusting, and read what the future holds for me.

The Words of the Prophets 
By Albert Stern / Special to the BJV
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Celebrate the 
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Temple Anshe Amunim
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Temple Anshe Amunim
26 Broad Street
Pittsfield, MA 
(413) 442-5910

templeoffice@ansheamunim.org

A GLOBAL
CULTURE

YIDDISH

Join the Yiddish Book Center for the Opening of 

Yiddish: A Global Culture
October 15, 2023

10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Free

Yiddish: A Global Culture is a groundbreaking new, 
permanent exhibition that places Yiddish at the very center 
of intellectual and creative life in Europe and the Americas.

Dedication at 3 p.m. 
Tours and pop-up performances throughout the day.

Don't miss a special celebratory performance :

The Glorious, Fabulous, Incandescent 
World of Yiddish

Curated by Frank London of The Klezmatics, this live performance 
combines elements of cabaret, retrospection, and pure extravaganza!

3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Tickets: $18 Members, $20 General

Register at yiddishbookcenter.org 
1021 West Street, Amherst, MA 01002

413.256.4900
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PITTSFIELD – From September 1 to September 29, the Lichtenstein Center for the 
Arts will exhibit the paintings of Karen Chase and Paul Graubard of Lenox. 

The married couple will present a selection of new and never-before-seen 
older paintings. Karen writes that her “new abstract paintings are characterized 
by motion, the result, I believe, of my childhood polio.” Karen is also the author 
of six books of non-fiction and poetry and has a collection of essays, History Is 
Embarrassing, coming out next March.

Paul’s Jewish-inspired paintings appear in the permanent collections of 
several folk art museums in the United States and Europe. Paul’s painting 
reproduced here, “Emma’s Matzoria,” is a work from about 25 years ago. Writes 
Karen: “When Paul began painting, the first thing he did was buy a big roll of 
white paper and went down to the hardware store and bought a can of black 
paint. These pieces, never shown before, have been rolled up in our base-
ment since then. They depict or refer to his childhood memories in Passaic, NJ 
– included are comfort foods. Paul’s mother’s name was Emma and his grand-
daughter is named after her, as well.”

Paintings by Karen Chase and Paul Graubard at the Lichtenstein Center 
The other image shown here, “The Clinton A.M.E. Zion Church, Great 

Barrington,” is a collaboration between the artists and will be silently 
auctioned off to benefit the Du Bois Freedom Center in Great Barrington. 
They write: “This painting makes reference to both W.E.B. Dubois’ early 
life by loosely depicting the first black church in his hometown and his 
later years when he moved to Ghana. The red, gold, and green stripes on 
the church refer to the Ghanaian flag.”

KAREN CHASE / PAUL GRAUBARD: PAINTINGS
Opening Reception:  
Friday, September 1 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
The Lichtenstein Center for The Arts 
28 Renne Avenue in Pittsfield



KRAKOW – When we first presented the “Kosher cartoon folk world” of 
artist Steve Marcus in 2021, he had two exhibits of his cartoon and under-
ground art-inspired work at the Yiddish Book Center in Amherst. His work 
is “kosher” in the sense that Marcus, a student of Jewish halacha (law) and 
tradition, only paints images permissible according to rabbinic strictures.

That doesn’t prevent his imagery from being riotous and cheeky – and his 
work has received a lot of attention in the three years since we first talked. 
“Steve Marcus: Top Dog of Kosher Pop Art,” a selection of frankfurter-themed 
paintings and vintage memorabilia from his personal collection, had a 
successful run at the Eldridge Street Museum on New York’s Lower East 
Side. His work was also featured prominently in the YIVO Institute for Jewish 
Research’s “Am Yisrael High: The Story of Jews and Cannabis” exhibit, and 
at a group show at Hebrew Union College’s Heller Museum, as well.

His latest series, “Jewish Quarter Pipe, Kosher pop Sk8 art,” is now on 
view at the Galicia Jewish Museum in Krakow, Poland – 40 skateboard decks 
adorned with the artist’s signature takes on Jewish iconography and images 
of frenetic Hasidim dancing up a storm. Marcus visited Poland earlier in 
the year to prepare for the show, and then came back to Krakow in June to 
install it. 

The exhibit coincides with Poland’s Jewish Cultural Festival, a 10-day 
celebration that attracts 30,000 visitors and presents top Jewish performers 
from around the world. 

Is Poland ready for that kind of whimsical portrayal of Jewish life and 
culture? It was one of the questions on our mind when we caught up with 
Steve in early June, as he prepared to leave for Poland with 40 skateboards 
in tow. Our conversation was edited for length and clarity.

First of all, I’ll ask you – why skateboards? 

Well, there’s a few reasons for that. One is I 
really like mixing together popular culture 
and Jewish themes. Skateboard culture 
has always had graphics on the bottom 
of the skateboards and is a very graphic 
driven sport – though actually, it’s one of 
the few sports that no Jews are profession-
ally involved in. I love all the graphics and 
I love all the style, and I love the fact that it 
is actually hugely popular worldwide, with 
the X Games and all that. So I wanted to mix 
that up. The other reason is more practical – 
I have to get everything to Europe from New 
York City and shipping things with frames, 
with glass, was a logistical issue. And so 
when I went got to meet with the executive 
director and the curator and spoke about it, they were really excited about 
it and loved the idea.

So I did 40 skateboards, which is significant. We were in the desert for 40 
years, Moses was on Sinai 40 days and 40 nights, and it takes 40 weeks for 
a child to develop in the womb. People start to study kabbalah at 40 because 
that’s the age that the level of wisdom reaches the next level of under-
standing. It’s a significant number. So, I decided on making 40 of them.

My second question is about Poland. It seems as if the Poles [and other 
Eastern Europeans] have taken an interest in the Jewish community of the 
past, especially a lot of the younger kids who don’t carry the heaviness of the 
Holocaust. As they approach the Jewish story, they’re interested not only in 
that aspect, but also have a cultural curiosity that, hey, these people used to be 
among us. They used to be part of our fabric of life, and now, they are all gone. 
Was that your experience? 

Krakow is a gorgeous city, a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1971. Part of 
the reason it’s so beautiful is that the Nazis didn’t destroy Krakow because 
it was such a beautiful city and they wanted it to be the capital of the Nazi 

capital of occupied Poland. The museum is located in the Jewish Quarter. 
And there’s a lot of Jewish sites and there’s Jewish tours and there’s Jewish-
themed restaurants, none of which are kosher. And they have klezmer bands 
in which a lot of the people aren’t Jewish. It is a tourist destination – you 
can walk to Oskar Schindler’s factory by crossing the river. The thing is, in 
the Jewish Quarter, there are no Jews there anymore. So it’s kind of ironic 
and sad to be in a place where there’s all this Jewish tourism and there’s no 
Jews. In some way, it’s like the Lower East Side. The Jewish Quarter became 
the hipster area, and they have a lot of galleries and bars and restaurants 
and things like that. Usually people go to see something that is there, right? 
But in the Jewish Quarter, they’re going to see what’s not there. I don’t want 
to use a word like ironic, but it is ironic that they to come to tour the absence 
of something.

At the same time, Jewish tourism in Poland is also a huge money-maker. 
The first time I went to Poland in 1992, it was not as commercialized. Now, 
they have buses advertising for tours of Auschwitz and Krakow. High school 
kids do tours of the camps and all these Jewish sites. There’s all these graves 
of tzaddikim in Poland that the Hasidim visit, like that of Rabbi Elimelech of 
Lizensk. I don’t want to be critical of it all because it’s important that people 
go to a place like Auschwitz and see that it really is there and these things 
really did happen. It takes money to make things function. But it is unusual 
– I mean, there’s a cafe there where you can buy hot dogs after your tour and 
recently I read an article about how there was like an ice cream truck parked 
outside Auschwitz because that’s where all the tour buses stop.

When I went back this [spring before the show], I had no intention of 
creating anything related to the Holocaust; but when I got there, I came back 
and couldn’t help myself. Obviously those pieces aren’t funny, but they’re not 
heavy handed and dark either. One of them, as an example is a tattoo gun 
with that classic kind of tattoo ribbon. And in the ribbon there’s numbers 
and the numbers inside the ribbon are actually the gematria (numerical 
value of the letters) for ‘am Yisrael chai.’ So it was kind of like a little state-
ment that the Jewish People live.

It’s fair to call your work whimsical. It looks at traditional Judaism, the world 
of the Hasidim, of the ultra Orthodox, and also at delis and the Lower East 
Side and that kind of ethnic nostalgia. Do you think that the Poles are going to 
respond to that sense of whimsy? Or might it, given their history, just be too 
American? Do you think they’re ready for that?

Well, I’ll find out. The people that run the museum saw the work, and they 
said, ‘Are you going to sell some of the skateboards? I think people would 
like to buy them.’ I think there’s a lot of images that are fun and whimsical 
and relatable and people, so far, are very excited. Do they necessarily want a 
cartoon Hasid, or the Wise Men of Chelm, on the bottom of a skateboard? I 
guess it relates to local folklore, right? Also, bagels were invented in Krakow 
in 1610 – so I did one on bagels that represented the first bagel with a very 
medieval kind of Middle Ages kind of font for the numbers ‘161’ and sesame 
bagel for the ‘0.’ And I made 
Shabbat candlesticks out 
of skateboard wheels and 
different things like that. I’ll 
let you know when I get there.

Learn more about Steve 
Marcus at smarcus.com and 
follow him on Instagram  
@smarcusart.

Move-in Allowance!
Get up to $5,000* to help you 
transition to the next phase of life.

Your choice:
Apply it towards the application fee or your 
3rd month’s rent.

Free up cash to use for moving expenses or 
buy new furniture!

*Sign a lease prior to 12/31/23 and receive the value of 
1 month’s rent (max. $5,000)

To learn more, contact Deb at 860.824.2625. 77 South Canaan Rd. | North Canaan CT 06018 |  geercares.org
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Kosher Cartoon Art Redux
Steve Marcus takes his delirious Jewish painting, on skateboards,  

to Poland’s Jewish Cultural Festival

Steve Marcus with some fans 
at the opening of the show


