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Super Tzedakah Week  
Donate – Do a Mitzvah – Connect! 

Federation kicks off Community  
Campaign 2022, May 15 to 21

Our Lives Require Art…
…and another beautiful summer together  

in the Jewish Berkshires couldn’t hurt

Get the Scoop…Community Day 2022 
LEE – On Sunday, May 15 from  
2 p.m. to 4 p.m., join Federation 
in kicking off our Super Tzedakah 
Week at High Lawn Farm with 
fun for ages 0-99! Enjoy free 
ice cream (while supplies last), 
music, tours behind the scenes, 
cows, baby animal petting zoo, 
barnyard yoga, raffles, mitzvah 
opportunities and so much more. 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Live in Lenox: A Conversation with 
Anita Diamant 
The novelist, journalist, essayist, and author  
of six guidebooks to contemporary Jewish  
life talks about women’s empowerment, social 
justice, and Jewish living

LENOX – On Tuesday, May 17 at 7:30 p.m., the 
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires hosts an intimate 
evening with best-selling author Anita Diamant (The 
Red Tent, The Jewish Wedding Now) on the themes 
of women’s empowerment, social justice, and Jewish 
living. This in-person Super Tzedakah Week program 
will take place at the Elayne P. Bernstein Theatre at 
Shakespeare & Company, 70 Kemble Street in Lenox.

This special event coincides with the Federation’s 
annual Dignity Drive of personal care products, which 
last year collected thousands of period and inconti-
nence supplies. These essential personal care items 
were distributed to ten social service agencies across 
the Berkshires. Diamant’s latest book, Period. End of 
Sentence., explores issues surrounding the effort to 
combat feminine hygiene poverty.

Elisa Spungen Bildner – Federation board 
member, journalist, and co-author of The Berkshire 

Farm Table Cookbook – will guide this informative interview and leave plenty of 
time for questions. A selection of books will be available for purchase or bring 
your own book for Anita Diamant to sign. 

Know Before You Go
This event is open to Federation donors who make a household commit-

ment of $36 or more to the Federation’s Annual Campaign. Seating is 
limited. Registration is required, and cancellations will be most appreciated 
if you register and cannot attend what is sure to be a full house.

Proof of full COVID vaccination 
is required for entry. Masks are 
optional but highly encouraged.

Do a Mitzvah – Support Federation’s 
Dignity Drive, May 5 to May 31

Menstrual and incontinence 
poverty is a real but often unseen and 
overlooked need, especially during 
difficult times as so many are expe-
riencing right now. You can bring 

The Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires kicks off its 2022 
Community Campaign on Super 
Tzedakah Week, May 15 to May 21. 
Join us in building a stronger 
community through your investment Explore the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires’ partnership with 

the Afula-Gilboa region through a live virtual tour of the Mishkan 
Museum of Art in Kibbutz Ein Harod on Thursday, May 12 at  

10:45 a.m. “Our Lives Require Art” will showcase the first art museum 
built in Israel and home to one of the most important collections of 

Israeli and Jewish art. Shown here is Ori Reisman’s “Red Cow” (1954, 
oil on canvas). For more information on this free program, see page 24.

ANITA DIAMANT, 
continued on page 20

CAMPAIGN KICKOFF, 
continued on page 4

Super Tzedakah Week chairs, the Sawyers, 
Tom (seated right) and Suzanne (standing, 
wearing red sweater), with family (from 
left): Devorah, Shira, Shayna, and Donovan.

Anita Diamant 

and participation in our work. 
This year, community members 
have multiple opportunities to get 
involved and make a difference. 

As part of the campaign kickoff, 
the Federation hosts Jewish 
Community Day at High Lawn 
Farm in Lee on Sunday, May 15, 
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. “Get the 
Scoop” about what we have planned 
by reading the story below right.

On Tuesday, May 17 at  
7:30 p.m.,the Federation presents  
“A Conversation with Anita Diamant” 
at Shakespeare & Company in Lenox. 
The prolific and beloved author 
will talk about her involvement in 
women’s issues and her new book, 

Period. End of Sentence. The topic of this 
book aligns with Federation’s second 
annual Dignity Drive to collect feminine 

We will also be collecting new 
packaged feminine hygiene and 
incontinence products as part of our 
community Dignity Drive. 

Rain date is Sunday, June 12. 
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED (visit 
our Calendar of Events at jewishberk-
shires.org) along with proof of full 
COVID vaccination.

About High Lawn Farm
High Lawn Farm is a 

historic landmark farm 
with some of the most 
idyllic views in all of the 
Berkshires. Enjoy a tour 
to see how their Jersey 
cows sleep on water-
beds and are milked on 
demand by high-tech 
personal robotic milking 
machines. Visit the reno-
vated museum and check 
out their on-site farm 
store, the Farmstead 
Creamery, which offers homemade ice cream, artisanal cheese, and dairy prod-
ucts, as well as a variety of other locally produced goods. Open 7 days a week 
from 11 a.m. – 7 p.m.

High Lawn Farm is located at 535 Summer Street in Lee.
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In our last issue, Julia Kaplan  
did not receive credit for the 

photos she took at the Community 
Havdalah event. We apologize for 

the oversight. 
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Rabbi Reflection

On the Importance of a Hevra Kadisha
By Rabbi David Weiner

In March, the Knesset 
Israel community lost Don 
Sugarman, who had served 
for several years as the 
chairman of the congrega-
tion’s cemetery committee. 
This devoted group is one 
of four at Knesset Israel 
engaged with tending 
to the deceased and 
comforting the bereaved. 
Together, they are known 
traditionally as a hevra 
kadisha, a holy society. 

The work of each group – those who prepare the body 
for burial, those who watch it, those who dig and 
bury, and those who prepare the meal of consolation 
– is intense and meaningful. That at Knesset Israel 
volunteers provide all this support is a statement of 
our community’s foundational values that I find espe-
cially inspiring. But my connection to this holy work 
is also personal.

The first time I washed a meit (the respectful 
Hebrew word used when speaking of the deceased) 
before burial 
was in the 
winter of 2007. 
Five men had 
gathered in 
the hallway of 
the Hardage-
Giddens funeral 
home, a 1970s-
era chapel next 
to a church in suburban Jacksonville, Florida. Just 
26 years old, I was a young father and a green rabbi, 
less than half the age of anyone else in the room. 

When I first arrived in the community months 
earlier, I had asked to join the hevra kadisha so that 
I could understand the work. Before they would say 
yes, I had to reassure them that I was intending not 
to stand in judgment but only to learn. Only then did 
the chairwoman explain the importance of knowing 
my own limits – how I could always say no to a 
specific circumstance, how I would never be asked to 
tend to a meit whose funeral I would later perform, 
and why I should recuse myself if I had any doubts. 

Still, I vividly remember the transition when I 
crossed the threshold for the first time. The pale 
orange wallpaper of the chapel gave way abruptly to 
chipped green tile. Through another door at the end 
of the hall, small square tiles covered a sloped floor. 
Here aging wooden cabinets lined all the walls to 
chest height and a stainless-steel sink was mounted 
high on the wall, rigged to empty through a long 
clear plastic hose. Harsh fluorescent light seemed 
to amplify the incessant whirr of a powerful air 
conditioner. There was a strong smell of soap and 
disinfectant and notes of something else, what I’d 
later come to understand to be human being.

My eye was drawn to the center of the room, 
where I saw a white sheet outlining the vague shape 
of a man lying on a table. I remember the uncom-
fortable silence, the not knowing exactly what would 
come next. No one had explained to me the tradition 
of the hevra kadisha to work in silence. One of the 
men pointed me towards some gloves and an apron. 
A loose-leaf prayer book I had never seen before, 
crumbling at the edges, was thrust into my hands. 
Then, just three words: “Rabbi, you read.”

Because of my young back and flexible schedule, 
they would 
frequently call 
me in. As the 
months went 
by, I learned to 
wash and dry, 
to turn and lift, 
to cover the face 
and pelvis of the 
meit whenever 

possible to protect his dignity, to ask forgiveness of 
the meit before and after the process. I learned how a 
shroud looks and feels and what it takes to put one 
on a meit – with motions akin to those I might use to 
dress the baby I would find waiting for me at home. I 
left town before I learned to tie the special not-quite-
knots, a tradition passed through generations of 
hevra kadisha the world over. But I did learn to snip 
one tzitzit (fringe) off a man’s tallit (prayer shawl) 
before tucking it around his shoulders one last 
time; to set a white kippa on his head and lower the 
bonnet; to sprinkle earth from the land of Israel into 
the casket. I learned about silence, presence, shared 

purpose and the deep meaning of hesed shel emet – 
the truest of loves.

Skills aside, tending to the dead over the course 
of two and a half years shaped me in one espe-
cially profound way. Just as I witnessed how a baby 
enters this world as just a body and mind and soul, 
I learned deeply something we all know yet rarely 
think about: that you can’t take it with you – or 
to put it more intimately, that I’ll leave this world 
carrying nothing with me. In the end there’s just a 
body, lovingly tended to, a white shroud, and a plain 
wooden box. I need to think carefully about what 
will endure and the blessings that will survive me – a 
legacy for family, for friends, for students, for society. 

I am grateful to my teachers from that first after-
noon in Jacksonville, Dr. Joe Honigman and Scott 
Zimmerman, of blessed memory, and the meitim we 
tended to together. I am also grateful to Ed Skoletsky 
and Don Sugarman, of blessed memory, chairmen of 
Knesset Israel’s Cemetery Committee, for the innu-

merable lessons about 
kindness and responsi-
bility that they conveyed to 
me. Finding this touch-
stone early in life, a place 
I can visit whenever I 
feel adrift, has proven to 
be a deep and enduring 
blessing. I understand that 
it is my responsibility to 
carry these traditions and 
this wisdom forward for 
the next generation.

Rabbi David Weiner 
is the spiritual leader of 
Knesset Israel in Pittsfield.

Don Sugarman (z”l), 
who chaired KI’s 

cemetery committee

I learned deeply something we all know yet 
rarely think about: that you can’t take it with 

you – or to put it more intimately, that I’ll leave 
this world carrying nothing with me.

As my parents planted for me before I was born,  
so do I plant for those who come after me. 

 – Talmud
Thank you to these individuals who through their gift to the 

Legacy Circle will ensure that the Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires thrives long into the future. May your name be 
a Blessing, and may the example you set inspire others to 
create their own Jewish Legacy.

Anonymous (10)
Ed Abrahams
Norman Avnet*
Barbara Bashevkin
Robert Bashevkin*
Linda J. L. Becker
Robert Berend
Shelley Berend
Helene Berke
Lawrence Berke
Lee & Sydelle Blatt
Betty Braun*
Cipora Brown
Barbara Cohen
Mark Cohen*
Mimi Cohen
C. Jeffrey & Judith Cook
Gerry & Lynn Denmark
Jonathan & Lara Denmark
Sheila K. Donath
Melva Eidelberg
Monroe England,* in  

memory of Monroe B.  
& Isabel England

Dr. Armand V. Feigenbaum*
Dr. Donald S. Feigenbaum* 
Steven Feiner
Diana & Stanley Feld
Lynn & William* Foggle
Elaine Friedman
Eiran Gazit

Jeffrey Goldwasser &  
Jonquil Wolfson

Jordan & Laura Green
Harold Grinspoon
Ellen Heffan
Ed Jaffe*
Phil* and Rhoda* Kaminstein
Elihu Katzman
Marilyn Katzman 
Dara Kaufman
Howard & Nancy* Kaufman
Lawrence Klein
Sarah Klein
Arthur Kriger*
Fred & Brenda Landes
Beth Laster-Nathan
Andrew S. Levine*
Toby H. Levine
Erna Lindner-Gilbert*
Amy Lindner-Lesser
Allan and Nan Lipton 
Helen Maislen*
Ellen Masters
Stuart Masters
Jeffrey May* and  

Kara Thornton
Estelle Miller
Robert Newman*
Wendy Robbins
Ken* & Fran* Rubenstein
Stella Schecter*

Arlene D. Schiff
Gary Schiff
Stephen & Deborah Schreier
Ellen Schwaitzberg* 
Martin Silver
Sylvia Silverberg, in memory of 

Jerome Silverberg
Richard A. Simons & Marcie 

Greenfield Simons
Mark & Elisa Snowise
Harold Sparr*
Rita and Sol Toscher  

Memorial Fund
Lisa Fletcher-Udel
Edward Udel
Michael & Joan Ury
Mark & Judy Usow
Henry* & Beate* Voremberg
Alexandra Warshaw
Florence Wineberg*
Rabbi Deborah Zecher &  

Rabbi Dennis Ross 

*Of blessed memory
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Dear Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires:

On behalf of ELI, I am writing 
to thank the Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires for its grant for ELI’s 
program for working with sexually- 
abused soldiers in the IDF. The funds 
are targeted to the therapeutic interven-
tion ELI provides to soldiers who have 
been sexually abused. 

The IDF program is multifaceted. 
It is composed of: training and aware-
ness activities focusing on the issue of 
sexual abuse in the army which helps 
make it a legitimate issue to talk about; 
training for officers and other tools to 
recognize indicators of abuse, to learn 
how to get help for those soldiers who 
are being abused and how to make 
reports; training and supervision of 
IDF’s mental health officers for them 

Of the world’s 7.8 billion inhabitants, barely 15 million 
are Jewish, a minuscule percentage. Yet there seems no limit 
either to the volume or the variety of malice that the Jewish 
people are required to fend off. Some of it is violent, some 
of it frontal, and some of it merely sly. Over the past several 
generations, the malice has manifested in hostage-takings, 
shootings, bombings – and outright genocide.

Then there are the attacks that are not physical but 
rather intended to degrade and delegitimize. These past 
months have seen some notable ones.

In early March, the American director of Amnesty 
International, Paul O’Brien, told a Democratic group that 
Amnesty is “opposed to the idea” that Jews should be 

permitted a national homeland in Israel. Amnesty’s pronouncement, unsurprising 
to those who have followed its insouciance about the murder of Israelis by genu-
inely loathsome groups, came 75 years after the United Nations voted to create the 
Jewish state. That vote, in turn, came shortly after the Nazis had exterminated six 
million Jews, hoping to erase the Jewish people from the face of the earth alto-
gether. O’Brien, born in Ireland, offered that his “gut” told him that Amnesty’s 
position mirrored what “Jewish people in this country believe,” an invention both 
stunningly arrogant and wildly inaccurate.

A week later, Tufts University’s chapter of Students for Justice in Palestine 
issued a demand that all students sign a pledge to avoid any campus group or 
program that has anything to do with Israel. This would include all Jewish groups, 
all Jewish studies classes, all Jewish cultural programs, and the campus Hillel. 
This was perfectly in line with SJP’s raison d’etre: bullying and isolating Jewish 
kids on campus. The Anti-Defamation League’s Robert Trestan had it right, calling 
upon Tufts to reject this latest form of harassment. “Creating lists of students who 
either support or, by omission, don’t support the anti-Israel agenda,” Trestan wrote, 
“effectively shuns Jewish students, who will be forced to either hide their personal 
views or risk being ostracized and excluded from campus life.”

Cut to Amsterdam, where a move to cash in on Anne Frank’s memory while 
placing the blame for her deportation to a Nazi death camp on the city’s Jewish 

Guest Editorial

With Malice Toward Some: Violent, Frontal, or Merely Sly, the Assaults 
on Jewry Keep Coming
By Jeff Robbins

community gained real commercial traction before being debunked. Relying 
on what was claimed to be a “cold case team,” a Canadian author published a 
book called The Betrayal of Anne Frank, arguing that circumstantial evidence 
suggested that a Dutch Jewish notary named Arnold van den Bergh had reported 
the Frank family’s Amsterdam hiding place to Nazi authorities in order to save 
his own family. The book deal had a lot going for it: the painful story of the 
Jewish teenager killed in the Holocaust has enduring popularity worldwide, and 
the sales appeal of blaming her death on a fellow Jew made it a no-brainer.

A hiccup occurred in March, when five prominent historians released a 
69-page report eviscerating the book’s credibility, leading the Dutch publisher to 
announce that it was immediately ceasing publication. The historians scrutinized 
the totem pole of assumptions on which the book’s theory hung. The results 
weren’t pretty. Using phrases like “remarkably contrived,” “absurd,” “unfounded,” 
and “speculative fantasy,” the scholars deemed the book’s thesis “very weak,” 
plagued by “an erroneous reading of the sources” and reliant on “fabrications.”

The book’s selling point that Anne Frank was betrayed by a Jewish person, says 
Evelyn Markus, a Dutch-born anti-Semitism expert, “not only is false, but also fuels 
anti-Semitism: the Jews as traitors, the Jews as having brought the Holocaust onto 
themselves, and the Jews as the Nazis.” The first two, Markus notes, are favorite 
tropes of far-right white supremacists, while the latter is preferred by the far Left.

The Dutch publisher has apologized for the book. But the American publisher, 
HarperCollins, has dollar signs in its corporate eyes, and still plans to publish 
the book in more than 20 languages. Business, after all, is business.

Jeff Robbins, a former assistant United States attorney and United States dele-
gate to the United Nations Human Rights Council in Geneva, was chief counsel for 
the minority of the United States Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations. 
An attorney specializing in the First Amendment, he is a longtime columnist for The 
Boston Herald, writing on politics, national security, human rights, and the Mideast. 
This column originally appeared on creators.com and is reprinted with the author’s 
permission. And save this date – on Friday, July 22 at 10:45 a.m., Jeff Robbins will 
present a Knosh & Knowledge program for the Federation titled “Birds of a Feather: 
Far Right-Wing and Far Left-Wing Anti-Semitism.”

Your Campaign Contributions Protect IDF Soldiers 
Needing Support

Building Bridges Through 
Art Education 
Dear Friends at the Jewish Federation  
of the Berkshires:

We are deeply grateful for your 
generous contribution to the Mishkan 
Museum of Art, Ein Harod, the largest 
art museum in the north of Israel and 
consistently ranked among the top 
museums in Israel.

Your support enables us to broaden 
the reach of our art education programs 
and enhance the lives of young people 
through art. Your support of our educa-
tion collaboration with the Clark Art 
Institute allows young people in the 
Gilboa region and the Berkshires to be 
themselves and share ideas, and creates 
a bridge between our communities.

We hope to welcome you here soon 
and show you our many accomplish-
ments made possible by friends like you. 

Warm wishes for a good and  
healthy year.

Orit Lev Segev, Director
Yaniv Shapiro, Chief Curator
Tanya Fredman and the Education 

        Staff
Mishkan Museum of Art
Ein Harod, Israel

For more on Federation’s May 12 
program with the Mishkan Museum of 
Art, see pages 1 and 24.

Letters to the Editor
Thank You, Federation, 
for Supporting Our 
Religious School 
Dear Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires:

I want to personally thank Federation 
for its constant support of Hevreh’s 
religious school. Without your financial 
support, Hevreh would be unable to 
provide the high level of Jewish educa-
tion that our children receive today. Your 
scholarships allow us to expand enroll-
ment in the school without placing undo 
financial hardship on our families.

On behalf of all of us at Hevreh – and 
personally as president of the synagogue 
– I want to thank you again.

Sincerely,
Larry Frankel
President, Hevreh of Southern  

        Berkshire
Great Barrington

to treat abused soldiers; specialized 
training for officers who are responsible 
for their soldiers’ wellbeing; and, prob-
ably the most important component, 
providing therapeutic intervention to 
those victims of abuse who self-disclose 
or are identified as a result of enhanced 
awareness activities. 

Federation funding will specifically 
be targeted to providing crisis and ther-
apeutic intervention to abused soldiers 
(primarily women) who are either being 
sexually abused in the army by other 
soldiers or officers, or by others during 
their army service, or are returning 
to an ongoing abusive situation when 
they go home.

Many thanks for your partnership,
Wendy Borodkin, Director
American Friends of ELI
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Your Federation Presents

hygiene and incontinence products to be distributed to Berkshire community 
members at local food banks and social service agencies. 

This year, we may not be calling, but we are asking – PLEASE DONATE! 
For over 80 years, the Federation’s annual campaign has sustained our Jewish 

Berkshires and provided the resources to care for those in need and ensure a safe 
and strong Jewish community. Never was that more evident than over these past 
few years of changing needs. 

Through your gift to the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires: 

• YOU save lives in a time of crisis through Federation’s immediate SOS 
response, as we saw when the pandemic hit and as we are seeing right 
now in Ukraine. 

• YOU create a safer community through security grants and training for 
local congregations.

• YOU transform Jewish identity for young people through PJ Library, 
family programming, Jewish education, volunteer opportunities, and 
camp and Israel scholarships.

• YOU bring hope and dignity to the elderly with warm meals, holiday 
care packages, companionship, and emotional support.

• YOU empower Berkshire students and teachers with the tools to 
address and respond to anti-Semitism, racism, and other biases they 
encounter. 

• YOU care for the fragile and vulnerable by providing much-needed food, 
medicine, medical care, and social services.

• YOU unite our community in Jewish learning and celebration 
through educational, holiday, and cultural programs.

• YOU strengthen our relationship with Israel and the Jewish people 
through our partnership with the Afula-Gilboa region.

Everything we do in the Berkshire Jewish community and beyond is fueled by 
the generosity and commitment of people like you. 

Our 2022 campaign goal is to improve on the more than $1 million we raised 
last year, a total that does not include the extra $100,000 the community contrib-
uted in emergency funds for Ukraine. Your gift to the Jewish Federation’s 2022 
Commmunity Campaign will support vital programs and services across the 
Berkshires, in Israel, and the wider Jewish world. 

“Super Tzedakah Week gives our donors, volunteers, and community members 
the powerful opportunity to come together to make a real and lasting difference,” 
says Federation president Elisa Schindler Frankel. “Your collective generosity will 
help us to take care of our entire community, ensuring that those who are at their 
most vulnerable can live with dignity and keeping our Jewish community strong, 
safe, and vibrant. Every gift counts!” 

Meet Our Super Tzedakah Week Co-Chairs – Suzanne and Tom Sawyer
Although it occurred more than two decades ago, the beginning of Suzanne 

and Tom Sawyer’s Jewish journey in our community has certain echoes of 
current day circumstances. At the time, theirs was a young family seeking Jewish 
connection in the Berkshires during an unsettled time in history. The Monterey 

was to have an authentically Jewish household. I didn’t feel like I could do that 
by myself. And so we started with religious school, and religious school led to one 
thing after another.” 

Then, as now, congregational religious schools received generous Jewish 
education grants from the Federation’s annual campaign. “As a class parent for 
each of my girls’ classes at some point in their religious school experience,” says 
Suzanne, “I got to see the kids all grow up together and form lasting friend-
ships. The Federation’s support of the religious school contributed to the school’s 
success in helping build those connections by providing funding that helped 
realize the vision of the clergy and teachers.”

Suzanne started as a member of Hevreh’s membership committee and eventu-
ally served as the synagogue’s president for four years. Raised in the Boston area, 
Suzanne was active in Jewish youth groups like USY and grew up immersed in 
Jewish communal life. Understanding the benefit of that type of connection, she 
wanted it for her own family.

Tom remembers that “the things we did were as a family and revolved around 
Hevreh events and Federation events. Somehow we got into the network of 
Federation volunteers. We would try to go to as many events as we could and 
help out where we could.” All six Sawyers have worked diligently on behalf of 
the Federation (and other worthy local groups) over the years. Presently, Tom is 
starting his second year as a member of Federation’s board of directors.

Their children – Devorah, Shira, Shayna, and Donovan – benefitted from 
Federation programs like PJ Library, PJ Our Way, and Jewish summer camp schol-
arships. “We couldn’t have done it without Federation,” says Suzanne. She adds 
that Federation-sponsored events like Shabbat Across the Berkshires, PJ Library 
family days at local farms and orchards, and the annual summer concerts allowed 
her family to meet other Jewish families and establish connection and community. 

“Berkshire County is so spread out that it sometimes feels like we’re all so far away 
from one another,” she adds. “When Federation events bring us together, we can 
see how large and strong our Jewish community can be.”

Suzanne and Tom’s latest and greatest Federation role is as co-chairs of this 
year’s Super Tzedakah Week. They will be going out to different local congre-
gations to share the story of their family’s relationship with the Federation and 
listen to what members of our community want from this organization post- 
pandemic. “What’s really hard right now is that for the last two years, we’ve been 
so separated,” says Suzanne. “It may be hard to think back and remember what 
we used to do and how we used to try and get together and coordinate events that 
brought all of our families under one roof.”

Getting together is an important way to sustain connections, she feels, adding: 
“At Federation events for families, our kids see that they are not the only Jewish 
kids around. There are a lot more Jewish kids than they realize. It’s great, for 
example, when someone playing sports for one high school recognizes someone 
Jewish playing for the other team because they’ve met at Federation programs 
over the years, maybe since they were young children.”

Tom also hopes that the more relaxed environment will once again provide 
more organic ways of introducing the new members of our community and start 
to build enduring relationships centered around family, education, faith, and 
shared concerns. 

“Since I wasn’t raised Jewish, my way of being part of the community was not 
through learning as much as just helping and participating,” he says. “I remember 
kind of hanging around at Hevreh on Sunday morning or Federation events to help 
out. That way, you get to connect with other parents, and not just with your kids 
around. You can also build a stronger bond with some of the clergy, the rabbis, the 
other volunteers, and the teachers. You don’t have to volunteer for the board or get 
into something more committed. Just being around to help out gives you another 
layer of connection with the Federation or your congregation.”

Both Suzanne and Tom agree that supporting the Federation has been 
instrumental in enriching their lives in the Berkshires. As a member of the 
Federation’s board and allocation committee, Tom says he is more aware of how 
the Federation invests in the community and responds when issues about anti- 
Semitism and other forms of bias arise.

Based on her recent interactions with new families who have joined Hevreh, 
Suzanne finds that “people with younger children, who may have established 
a ‘young family’ network, are really looking for Jewish connection. But so is the 
empty nest group, people who are retired or semi-retired, for whom kids are no 
longer a connecting point.

“The Federation does so much in partnership with all the different congrega-
tions, and having it here to help fund larger events that open doors across the 
congregations allows for a wider network to develop. We want people to know that 
all are welcome and believe that Federation can and will play an important role 
across Berkshire County’s Jewish community.”

CAMPAIGN KICKOFF,
continued from page 1

residents recall how the first Kabbalat Shabbat service they attended at Hevreh 
of Southern Berkshire took place on September 14, 2001, just after the 9/11 
attacks on New York City and Washington, DC made the world seem an entirely 
different place for Americans and the Jewish People worldwide. It was another 
turbulent time when people were looking to connect.

The Sawyers found their congregational home at Hevreh – all four of their 
children attended its religious school. “We were an interfaith family raising our 
kids in the Jewish faith,” says Suzanne. “We realized that we needed to be asso-
ciated with a place that could help us raise Jewish children because our choice 

Our Super Tzedakah Week co-chairs Suzanne and Tom Sawyer (seated) enjoyed 
last year’s Jewish Community Day at High Lawn Farm with family and friend.

Berkshire County is so spread out that it 
sometimes feels like we’re all so far away 
from one another. When Federation events 
bring us together, we see how large and 

strong our Jewish community can be.
– Suzanne Sawyer
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PITTSFIELD – On Thursday, June 16, at 10:45 a.m., the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires hosts Larry Moore, director of 
Baseball in the Berkshires, who will explore the rich local 
history of the “National Pastime” in our region. 

This free program will be presented in person as part 
of the Federation’s Connecting with Community series 
presented at Knesset Israel and will be followed by a 
kosher hot lunch. Lunch is a $3 suggested donation 
for adults over 60 years of age or $7 for all others. 
Reservations are required for lunch and can be made 
by calling (413) 442-2200 before 9 a.m. on the day of 
the program. See page 22 for the lunch menu.

Larry Moore will share the story of Baseball in the 
Berkshires’ educational mission and history. From town 
ball and the Massachusetts Game to T-ball, Little League, 
Cal Ripken Baseball, Babe Ruth Baseball, American Legion 
Baseball, High School Baseball, Collegian Baseball, Adult 
League Baseball, Wahconah Park Baseball, Minor League Baseball, 
and Major League Baseball, the history and culture of baseball are 

Baseball in the Berkshires, with Larry Moore
entwined in the towns and families from Sheffield and Ashley 

Falls to North Adams and Williamstown. 
Through historical displays featuring artifacts and stories 

that originated from the county’s residents and visitors, 
Moore will tell the history of baseball in the Berkshires, as 
well as how this region contributed to the famed history 
of baseball in America. 

Larry Moore is a retired teacher who taught a 
popular yearlong unit about the history of baseball for 
25 years, along with his regular Physical Education 
program that culminated with a trip for his students 

to the National Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, 
NY. He now works at there as an educational consultant 

and outreach/museum educator. Six years ago, Moore 
and a group of baseball enthusiasts put together baseball 

exhibits throughout Berkshire County. He also helped  
co-author the book, Baseball in the Berkshires: A County’s 

Common Bond. 
Knesset Israel is at 16 Colt Road in Pittsfield.

LOCAL NEWS

Tikkun Leil Shavuot 5782
Temple Anshe Amunim and 
Hevreh to present joint  
study session

Shabbat at Hevreh – 
Services and Creative 
Beit Midrash 

Shabbat Indoors and 
Outdoors with Temple 
Anshe Amunim

encouraged. For those who would like to attend virtu-
ally, register at tinyurl.com/TAAShavuot2022.

Shavuot is the celebration of receiving the Torah 
at Sinai, and it is customary to study late into the 
evening to welcome the festival holiday. 

The evening will include a dairy dessert party, a 
brief Shavuot service, and then two study sessions 
led by the Temple’s Rabbi Liz P.G. Hirsch and by 
Hevreh’s Rabbi Neil P.G. Hirsch. 

and processing individuals’ creative products 
through nurturing, not critique.

Email info@hevreh.org to get the Zoom link.

GREAT BARRINGTON – In-person services resume at 
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, located at 270 State 
Road, with a virtual option for those wishing to join 
the services online.

Shabbat at Hevreh
Kabbalat Shabbat Services take place Fridays at  

6 p.m. All are invited to join Hevreh’s Kabbalat 
Shabbat Services. Led by Rabbi Jodie Gordon 
and Rabbi Neil Hirsch, the lively Reform service 
is welcoming and musical. Services often feature 
congregant reflections and guest musicians. Services 
are being held through the summer in a beautiful 
outdoor worship space under a tent. 

For more information or to RSVP, visit hevreh. 
org/events.

Shabbat Morning Experience takes place 
Saturdays at 10 a.m. Join Hevreh for a contem-
plative and engaging Shabbat morning experience. 
On weeks when the congregation is not celebrating 
with a b’nai mitzvah student, the Shabbat morning 
experience may include Torah study and/or a full 
Shabbat morning service. Recharge and say “Shabbat 
Shalom”! Throughout the summer, gather in Hevreh’s 
outdoor worship space under a tent.

For more information or to RSVP, visit hevreh.org.

Creative Beit Midrash
On Saturdays at 8:30 a.m., release your spiritual 

and intellectual imagination in Hevreh’s Creative 
Beit Midrash. Explore Jewish topics through your 
medium of choice – visual art, music, dance/move-
ment, or the written word. Sessions are for sharing 

PITTSFIELD – This summer, Temple Anshe Amunim 
offers different opportunities to celebrate Shabbat.

Kabbalat Shabbat
Join Rabbi Liz P.G. Hirsch at 5:30 p.m. every 

Friday night for Shabbat services. All are welcome to 
join in person or via livestream. Please reach out to 
the Temple office for the link to the livestream.

Torah Study
At 9:30 a.m. every Saturday, Rabbi Hirsch leads 

a Torah study session. All are welcome to join in 
person or via Zoom. Please reach out to the Temple 
office for the link to Zoom.

TAA Shabbat Family Hike
On Saturday, May 21, join TAA for a Shabbat 

hike at Mass Audubon's Pleasant Valley Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Lenox. There will be a scavenger 
hunt for kids. Participants will meet at the Temple 
at 10:45 a.m. Open to all levels. Pre-registration 
is required. To register, go to: tinyurl.com/
MayTAAShabbatHikes

TAA Shabbat Hike
Join Temple Anshe Amunim on Saturday,  

June 11, for a Shabbat hike at the Appalachian Trail 
in Cheshire. Participants will meet at the Temple 
at 10:45 a.m. Open to all levels. Pre-registration 
is required. To register, go to: tinyurl.com/
JuneTAAShabbatHikes.

Temple Anshe Amunim is a Reform Jewish 
Congregation that promotes engaging and widespread 
participation in services, education, and cultural 
and social action programs. The Temple, located at 
26 Broad Street, Pittsfield is an accessible building. 
For more information, contact the Temple Anshe 
Amunim office at (413) 442-5910, email templeoffice@
ansheamunim.org or visit www.ansheamunim.org

GREAT BARRINGTON – On Friday, June 10, at 
6 p.m., Shabbat Across the Berkshires will bring 
together members of the Jewish community from 
throughout the county for a joyous, musical, and 
family-friendly Kabbalat Shabbat service hosted by 
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire.

Join friends from across the Berkshire Jewish 
community as we come together for a Shabbat service 
led by rabbis, spiritual leaders, and members of the 
Berkshire Jewish Musicians Collective. The service 
will be followed by a festive oneg under a tent.

Hevreh of Southern Berkshire is at 270 State 
Road in Great Barrington. 

For COVID protocols, please visit the calendar of 
events at jewishberkshires.org. For more information 
on the event, please call the Federation at  
(413) 442-4360, ext. 10.

Sponsored by:

Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
Berkshire Minyan
Congregation Ahavath Sholom
Congregation Beth Israel
Congregation Knesset Israel
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire
Temple Anshe Amunim
Berkshire Hills Hadassah 

Jewish Community 
Comes Together for 
Shabbat Across the 
Berkshires, June 10

PITTSFIELD – On Saturday, June 4, from 7 p.m.to  
10 p.m., Temple Anshe Amunim and Hevreh of 
Southern Berkshire join together to present a service 
and study session on the eve of the festival of Shavuot.

The Tikkun Leil Shavuot will be in person at the 
Temple, 26 Broad Street in Pittsfield. This event is 
free and open to the community, and RSVPs are 
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Experience the Berkshires’ 
Premier Wine, Spirits, 

Craft Beer & Cheese Shop

Experience the Berkshires’ Experience the Berkshires’ 
Premier Wine, Spirits, Premier Wine, Spirits, 

Craft Beer & Cheese ShopCraft Beer & Cheese Shop

Jim Nejaime, Wine Merchant

444 Pittsfield Road  
Lenox, MA 01240  

413.448.2274

Visit Visit SPIRITED-WINES.COMSPIRITED-WINES.COM  
for convenient orderingfor convenient ordering

Pickup, Delivery & Shipping or come in to our shop!Pickup, Delivery & Shipping or come in to our shop!

Visit Visit SPIRITED-WINES.COMSPIRITED-WINES.COM  
for convenient orderingfor convenient ordering

Pickup, Delivery & Shipping or come in to our shop!Pickup, Delivery & Shipping or come in to our shop!

THE LARGEST SELECTION OF KOSHER WINES

Interested in Volunteering Locally?
Literacy Network of South Berkshire needs volunteer tutors!

  Work 1:1 with a local immigrant  
or US-born adults in learning  
or improving English language 
and literacy skills. 

 Training and support provided. 
 Work remotely or in person. 
 Only 1 hour per week.

Our tutors 
love what 
they do! 

Contact Leigh Doherty 
ldoherty@litnetsb.org or 413-243-0471

Join the community!

A Talk with Artistic 
Director Jim Frangione 
of the Great Barrington 
Public Theater

On Monday, June 20, 
at 7 p.m., Congregation 
Ahavath Sholom will 
host artistic director Jim 
Frangione of the Great 
Barrington Public Theater 
(GBPT) the newest 
theater in the region.

This free event will  
be presented on Zoom. 
Visit ahavathsholom.com 
to register. 

GBPT’s inaugural 
season was in 2019. 
Since then, it has 
garnered much praise 

and presented many new and established plays, both 
solo and larger cast performances. 

Frangione will discuss how the GBPT was created 
and how each season of plays is chosen and comes to 
fruition. He’ll look ahead to the summer season and 
also answer questions.

Jim Frangione

LOCAL NEWS

Friday Night: Knesset 
Israel Offers More Ways 
to Welcome Shabbat
PITTSFIELD – This spring and summer, Knesset 
Israel will continue to offer a few different approaches 
to the Friday Kabbalat Shabbat service, blending the 
traditional with the modern. 

On May 13 and June 3 at 5:45 p.m.
A small acoustic ensemble provides the back-

drop for the Kabbalat Shabbat service at Knesset 
Israel’s Musical Minyan. At times meditative, at times 
spirited, this service embraces the beloved tradi-
tional, modern, and global melodies in welcoming the 
Sabbath Bride. 

On May 20, May 27, and June 10 at 5:45 p.m.
A variety of lay shlihei tzibbur – sometimes one, 

sometimes two – lead the congregation in the tradi-
tional Kabbalat Shabbat service.

Weather permitting, Knesset Israel’s Kabbalat 
Shabbat services will be held under the tent in the 
backyard during June, July, and August. 

Knesset Israel is located at 16 Colt Road in Pittsfield.

Judaic Papercutting 
Workshop: Learn the 
Art of Our Ancestors

PITTSFIELD – On Wednesday, June 8 at 1 p.m., 
learn papercutting – the centuries-old folk art of 
Ashkenazi and Sephardi Jews – at Knesset Israel.

This program explores what makes a papercut 
Jewish. By employing artistic elements such as 
symmetry, positive and negative shapes, and Jewish 
symbols, participants will create at least one papercut 
using simple materials. You’ll be pleasantly surprised 
by the results even if you have limited artistic expe-
rience. Perfect for designing and making your own 
greeting card or a work of art to frame and hang. 

Instructor Tamar Shadur is the daughter of a 
renowned Jewish papercut artist and scholar, and is 
an experienced teacher with degrees in Art Education 
and MEd.ESL. She is a tapestry weaving artist and 
gives presentations and surveys in the fields of 
tapestry and papercut arts. 

The cost per person is $20, which includes all 
materials: origami paper, small sharp scissors, 
pencils, rulers, erasers, and glue.

Advance registration is required, and registration 
is limited to 12 participants. Register at knessetisrael.
org/rsvp.
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Ramblin’ with the Rav: 
Kibitzing and Talking 
Torah on the Trail
PITTSFIELD – Knesset Israel’s Rabbi David Weiner 
says that he enjoys little more than heading out into 
the woods or climbing a hill to take in the view. On 
Wednesday, June 8 at 8:30 a.m., join Rabbi Weiner 
for one of his moderately paced and moderately 
strenuous morning hikes. 

“We’ll head to a handful of the loveliest spots in 
the Berkshires to enjoy the views, the good company, 
and a little bit of Torah in the woods,” writes Rabbi 
Weiner. The first hike of the season takes place 
in Pittsfield State Forest and will be 5.25 miles 
with a 950-foot elevation gain. “We’ll take a steady 
but manageable trail up above Lulu Brook before 
reaching the summit and a once-a-year Berkshires 
treasure: wild azaleas in full bloom and a stunning 
view of the Catskills.” After a snack by Berry Pond, 
hikers will descend via the gradual Turner Trail. The 
hike should last about 3 to 3.5 hours.

Advance registration is required so details and 

The Art of the Harlem 
Renaissance
An online and interactive talk 
by art historian Rena Tobey

On Sunday, May 15, at 1 p.m., Congregation 
Ahavath Sholom welcomes Rena Tobey, whose topic 
will be “The Art of the Harlem Renaissance.” She’ll 
introduce the painters, photographers, and muralists 
of that creative era and show how they influence the 
African American artists working today.

This program will be presented on Zoom. Register 
at www.ahavathsholom.com. Cost: General public 
$25, CAS members $20. 

Writes Rena Tobey:

Harlem flourished in the 1920s, energized by 
the Great Migration of African Americans from 
the South looking for jobs in New York City. The 
first generation of photographers, painters, and 
muralists tapped into new calls for expressing 
racial pride and optimism; the second genera-
tion worked through the Depression and World 
War II, carrying on this inspiration and deep-
ening the depictions. This is the story of the art 
of the Harlem Renaissance, which is still influ-
encing artists today.

As we embark on a journey through the art 
of the Harlem Renaissance, which celebrated 
Harlem and its people through a flowering of 
creative inspiration, our virtual showcase  
will include:

• A look at the diverse styles of artists work-
ing in Harlem from the 1920s to the 1940s

• An overview of two generations of Harlem 
Renaissance artists – some well-known, 
others less familiar

• An understanding of how contemporary Afri-
can American artists stand on the shoulders 
of these breakthrough artists.

Rena Tobey’s greatest passion is making art 
accessible, invigorating, insightful, and fun. She has 
taught art history at NYU’s School for Professional 

Aaron Douglas, “Song of the Towers” (1934)

Studies and Southern Connecticut State University. 
Rena conducts lively, interactive tours of museum 
collections, including the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art and the Jewish Museum, now via Zoom. She also 
provides online talks on American art and historical 
women artists for various community organizations 
such as the New York Public Library and other major 
groups. Recently, she led CAS participants on a 
vibrant tour of the Jewish Museum’s exhibit, “The 
Hare with the Amber Eyes.”



Keren Weiner, Genealogist
Tracing your roots in the United States and abroad

“A Toast…To Our Ancestors”
kweiner2@gmail.com | 413-499-9980 | www.kerenweinergenealogy.com
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Mount Horeb - Sinai, circa 1858

Programs for All Ages 
at Congregation Beth 
Israel this Spring

Shavuot Service at 
Congregation Beth Israel

PITTSFIELD – School’s out for summer! Saturday, 
June 4, marks the beginning of the summer season 
at Knesset Israel and a new beginning for the Bobby 
Braun Memorial Garden.

In addition to traditional Saturday morning Shabbat 
services beginning at 9:30 a.m., the day will include 
Knesset Israel’s Hebrew School graduation and the 
formal reopening of the reimagined Bobby Braun 
Memorial Garden. This culmination of three seasons of 
hard work will be a celebration and recognition of the 
restored garden and its potential in the future life of the 
KI community. Among the improvements to the space 
are a new paved pathway and a new stair rail to make 
the garden more accessible for all.

There will be a kiddush lunch following services 
and graduation. Dessert will be served in the garden, 
and there will be a small gift for all attendees.

Knesset Israel is located at 16 Colt Road in Pittsfield.

NORTH ADAMS – “Our beautiful backyard, medita-
tive labyrinth, and sanctuary under the willow tree 
become the sites of many Congregation Beth Israel 
of the Berkshires programs as the weather warms 
up,” writes synagogue president Natalie Matus. “Be 
inspired by sweeping views of the foothills of Mount 
Greylock and the gorgeous New England spring.” 

She adds that this Reform congregation is 
expanding its popular programs for young families.

Outdoor family “Omer/Torah Yoga” for fami-
lies with young children, infants to age eight, will be 
led by professional yoga teacher Jen Burt at CBI’s 
backyard meditation labyrinth. Learn what connects 
Passover to Shavuot, prepare for receiving the 
commandments, and practice heart-opening poses 
and guided meditation. Bring a mat or a blanket. 
This event for families and children is Sunday,  
May 22, at 10 a.m. A second session for adults only 
will run from 11:30 a.m to 12:30 p.m. 

A Family Walk in the Woods follows trails and 
woods surrounding the Clark Art Institute, led 
by CBI teacher Jane Shiyah on Sunday, June 12 
at 10:30 a.m. Observe nature and talk about the 
beauty of G-d’s creations in beautiful surroundings. 
Gather twigs, leaves, flowers, and other natural 
materials to make mandalas on the ground. RSVP 
for this free event, and CBI will send instructions 
about where to meet up. Bring snacks and water 
for your family and something portable to sit on. 
Rain plan: Meet at Congregation Beth Israel, 53 
Lois Street, North Adams, and hear stories, make 
collages from natural objects, and talk about nature 
and its connection to Judaism.

Monthly Shabbat Morning Services for Families 
will continue, joyously celebrating Shabbat with 
songs, stories, prayers, and movement-based activ-
ities related to the week’s Torah portion. Children of 
all ages are invited to participate in the service. Young 
Family Services are on Saturdays, May 21 and June 4, 
at 9:30 a.m. All are welcome no matter their age. 

See all of the scheduled young family programs  
at cbiberkshires.com/upcoming-family-events/.  
Masks required.

CBI’s young family events are made possible by 
the generosity of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation 
and Congregation Beth Israel of the Berkshires.

NORTH ADAMS – Congregation Beth Israel will host 
Shavuot evening services on Saturday, June 4, at 8 p.m.

The Festival Evening service (with songs of Hallel / 
praise) will include Yizkor memorial prayers that are 
said four times a year. The service will be hybrid / 
multi-access – designed both for folks on-site and for 
folks joining online – and will be shared by the CBI 
community and the Temple Beth El of City Island,  
NY community.

After the service, interested participants may 
segue into late-night learning in celebration of the 
revelation of the Torah at Sinai. RSVP to office@cbib-
erkshires.com for the Zoom link. 

Congregation Beth Israel is located at 53 Lois 
Street, North Adams.

Learn about all CBI events and regular Shabbat 
services at Congregation Beth Israel’s new website: 
cbiberkshires.com. RSVP for services at cbiberk-
shires.com/calendar-services/. 

PITTSFIELD – On Sunday, June 5, celebrate the 
holiday of Shavuot with Chabad of the Berkshires 
by hearing the Ten Commandments and enjoying a 
festive luncheon and ice cream party.

Outdoor services begin at 10 a.m. and the Ten 
Commandments will be read at 11:30 a.m., followed 
by festivities. All are invited regardless of background 
or affiliation.

“You’ll find yourself at a unique crossroads of religion 
and cuisine,” says Sara Volovik, co-director of Chabad 
of the Berkshires. “The Holiday of Shavuot, celebrating 
the giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai some 3334 years 
ago, has become a celebration of fine dairy cuisine, as 
well. As the Torah was given and the laws of kosher 
dining were first received, the Jewish People were not 
yet capable of properly preparing beef and poultry and, 
as such, ate dairy. The rest is history.”

Sara promises that “exquisite cheesecakes, pesto 
pastas, lasagna, and, of course, cheese blintzes will 
take center stage during this ancient celebration. 
Some suggest that this kind of menu has contributed 
to the renewed popularity this holiday has seen.”

Says Rabbi Levi Volovik: “When thinking Jewish 
holidays, Passover, Chanukah, and Yom Kippur 
come to mind – nevertheless Shavuot is consid-
ered one of Judaism's major holidays and was in 
fact a ‘pilgrimage’ when all of Israel would travel to 
Jerusalem to celebrate in the Temple.”

He adds: “No, it isn't all about the food. What is 
important is that the community is joining together, 
hearing the Ten Commandments and celebrating the 
Torah. But good food certainly helps!”

For more information visit www.jewishberkshires.
com or call (413) 499-9899.

LOCAL NEWS
updates can be shared. Group size is limited. www.
knessetisrael.org/rsvp. The rain date is June 10.

This and future “Ramblin’ with the Rav” hikes will 
leave in a carpool from the Knesset Israel parking lot 
(16 Colt Road, Pittsfield) at 8:30 a.m. Participants 
may also choose to meet at the trailhead. Please 
come prepared for hiking – appropriate footwear, hat, 
water, snacks, bug spray, poles if you use them, etc. 
There are no bathroom facilities along the trail.

KI Reopens Its Bobby 
Braun Memorial 
Garden with an End-of-
Schoolyear Celebration Shavuot at Chabad of 

the Berkshires
Reading of the 10 Command-
ments, plus dairy lunch and  
ice cream party

 

 

Julia Kaplan 

Event Photographer 

 

973-590-7276 

JuliaBKaplan@gmail.com 
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D.A. Andrea Harrington on 
the Jacobson case

A Berkshires juror called him ‘one of those 
New York Jews.’ His 1983 arson conviction was 
overturned because of anti-Semitism.
By Penny Schwartz / JTA

In April, Berkshire 
County District 
Attorney Andrea 
Harrington spoke to 
the Berkshire Jewish 
Voice about the 
Jacobson case.

The conviction hap-
pened 40 years ago, 
and I don’t know how 

long the Innocence Project had been working 
on it, but how did it finally arrive on your desk?

The attorney representing Mr. Jacobson, 
Bob Cordy, is a retired Superior Court Justice 
from the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial 
Court. He reached out to my office about two 
years ago, seeking to review the office’s file 
from the trial. We have an open file discov-
ery policy. So Justice Cordy followed up by 
filing a motion for post-conviction relief in the 
Berkshire Superior Court dated April 13 of 
2021. Then we received a letter from the ADL, 
and Barry Scheck became involved with The 
Innocence Project. The letter from the ADL I 
found to be particularly compelling because it 
raised the issue of anti-Semitism in the jury 
and the kind of evidence that was presented at 
the trial. And that really raised an alarm bell 
for me about the integrity of the conviction.

How long had the anti-Semitic remarks 
attributed to the forelady of the jury been part of 
either the public record or common knowledge?

Within about two months after Mr. 
Jacobson was convicted, two of the jurors 
contacted his defense attorneys and raised 
these concerns about anti-Semitic comments 
made during the course of jury deliberation. 
And the judge at the time held a hearing and 
questioned some of the jurors that had been 
part of the jury deliberation. So they did create 

BOSTON – Barry Jacobson spent 40 days in prison 
in 1983 after being convicted of setting a fire at his 
Massachusetts vacation home.

He spent the next 40 years pressing his inno-
cence and arguing that his conviction was tainted by 
anti-Semitism.

Now, Jacobson’s quest has been answered. On 
April 5, Andrea Harrington, the Berkshire County 
district attorney, announced that Jacobson, who is 
Jewish, was wrongfully convicted by a jury whose 
forelady reportedly referred to him as “one of those 
New York Jews who think they can come up here and 
get away with anything.”

Harrington decided to vacate Jacobson’s convic-
tion and dismiss the case after undertaking a review 
spurred by the Anti-Defamation League and the 

Innocence Project, a path-breaking legal organization 
that seeks to overturn wrongful convictions.

“The credible evidence of anti-Semitic juror state-
ments undermine the fairness of this verdict and 
denied Mr. Jacobson his Sixth Amendment right to 
an impartial jury trial,” Harrington said in a state-
ment released by the New England Anti-Defamation 

Barry Jacobson, second from left in this 
undated photo, was convicted of setting fire to 
his Massachusetts vacation home in 1983. His 

conviction was overturned in 2022.
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D.A. ANDREA HARRINGTON, 
continued on page 23

CONVICTION OVERTURNED, 
continued on page 21

League, which earlier this year filed an amicus brief 
in the case.

“Prosecutors have the responsibility to implement 
policies to ensure fair convictions and to rectify past 
injustice,” Harrington said.

Harrington made her decision public at a press 
conference alongside the ADL and the Innocence Project.

Jacobson’s case is an unusual one for the 
Innocence Project to take up. The group, founded 
in 1992 and based at Yeshiva University’s Cardozo 
School of Law, has typically focused on people 
who are incarcerated, often on death row, and was 
founded in 1992 to use DNA, then a new technology, 
to exonerate victims of wrongful conviction.

DNA evidence did not play a role in Jacobson’s 
case. But Barry Scheck, the Innocence Project’s 
co-founder and Jacobson’s counsel, suggested in a 
statement that the case only adds to the evidence 
that his group has amassed showing how racism and 
other prejudices can compromise criminal justice in 
the United States.

“As reports of anti-Semitism increase around the 
country, Mr. Jacobson’s case reminds us that the 
criminal legal system has never been immune from 
its pernicious and insidious effects,” Scheck said.

In a statement expressing gratitude to Harrington 
and to all who helped with his case, Jacobson said he 
was relieved to be free of a burden that had dogged 
him even as the New York City real estate execu-
tive raised five children, closed countless deals, and 
volunteered extensively in his community.

“This wrongful conviction has cast a painful shadow 
over my life,” he said. “I am thankful to God, family, 
and friends. The evils of  anti-Semitism and racism in 
our legal system must be fought relentlessly.”

Jacobson had owned the vacation home in 
Richmond for nearly five years when a fire heavily 
damaged it in January 1982. Jacobson’s presence 
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Over the past two years, the Berkshires has 
welcomed an influx of residents and businesses, 
newcomers who are changing the complexion of 
our Jewish community. This new column, Bruchim 
HaBaim (a Hebrew greeting of welcome, literally 
‘Blessed are those who come!’), will share some of our 
new neighbors’ stories.

This time, we feature James Khaghan, chief 
risk officer of Aries Living, which in January 2021 
purchased the venerable Apple Tree Inn in Lenox, 
sited just across the street from Tanglewood. 
Khaghan’s family is involved in New York real estate, 
and Aries Living is also a family affair – brother Max 
is the company’s CEO and his sister is part of the 
team, as well. The Apple Tree Inn is the siblings’ first 
traditional hotel venture, a property they hope will be 
a destination for events like weddings and bar mitz-
vahs, as well as a choice for more observant Jews who 
might want to walk to Tanglewood on Friday evenings 
or Saturdays. 

The BJV spoke to Khaghan in April about The 
Apple Tree and his perspective as a relative newcomer 
to the current Berkshire hospitality industry.

How did you and your family get involved in the hospi-
tality business?

James Khaghan: My parents and grandparents aren’t 
involved even though they’re all in real estate – this is 
actually something my siblings are doing. It all started 
with my brother, Max, who began doing Airbnbs about 
five years ago around New York City. He started with 
one apartment and, after that went well, he built up 
a nice portfolio. Then, as people started to learn more 
about Airbnb, things changed that made doing things 
more difficult. So we figured instead of having apart-
ments individually scattered across the city, it to make 
more sense to have a hotel which has short-term rental 
capabilities under their zoning. And that’s sort of how 
we moved from doing Airbnb into running hotels.

We operate three hotels in Miami and those are all 
limited service. If you think about Airbnb, you choose 
a property online. You get the code or access to the 
property, the place is yours, and then you check out, 
and that’s it. And that’s sort of the model that we 
started with. And it happened to work out very well 
with COVID, where we did all contactless check in. 
The Apple Tree is a much grander project, sitting on 
a much larger area and having amenities such as the 
restaurant, the bar, the pool, the tennis court. 

The Berkshire hospitality industry is emerging from the 
pandemic. The Berkshires did well during pandemic 
time when people were fleeing the cities. It seems like 
people are discovering aspects of the Berkshires that 
they just weren’t that interested in before. As you’re 
looking ahead, to developing your investment over 
the years, how do you see the future of the hospitality 
industry in the Berkshires as a participant?

James Khaghan: Part of our draw to the area was 
the driveability from large cities like Boston, New 
York, and Providence, Rhode Island. That’s really 
important. And I think you’re right. People started 
discovering the outdoors. And I think people, as you 
know, don’t want to go to offices and are working 
from home more and want more flexibility with their 
schedules. I think the Berkshires is going to play 
perfectly into that mentality. So many of us were 
sitting here stuck behind our computers for the past 
X amount of years, not realizing that the Berkshires 
is just a short drive from whatever city you’re in. 

As you might have seen, there’s been a lot of 
hotels changing hands in the area over the past 
couple of years. Part of it is that owners weren’t 
sure what COVID was about and wanted to get out, 
although they may have sold for any number of 
reasons. From what I’ve seen, you’re not going to see 
too many chains like Hiltons popping up. I think it 
will be more independent or small companies coming 
– I wouldn’t say mom and pop, but not massive 
chains. But regardless of what the reason is, a lot of 
hotels have been changing hands, and I think a lot of 
people are opening their eyes, much like we did to the 
potential of the Berkshires. And it seems like every-
body is trying to make the area something fantastic. 

Each year, the ADL (Anti-Defamation League) Center on Extremism tracks 
incidents of antisemitic harassment, vandalism, and assault in the United States. 
This information is excerpted from the Executive Summary of the report, which is 
available in its entirety at adl.org:

In 2021, ADL tabulated 2,717 antisemitic incidents throughout the 
United States. This is a 34% increase from the 2,026 incidents tabulated in 
2020 and the highest number on record since ADL began tracking antise-
mitic incidents in 1979.

Of the 2,717 incidents recorded in 2021, 1,776 were cases of harass-
ment, a 43% increase from 1,242 in 2020, and 853 incidents were cases of 
vandalism, a 14% increase from 751 in 2020. The 88 incidents of antise-
mitic assault (a 167% increase from 33 in 2020), involved 131 victims; none 
of the assaults were deadly [or] resulted in mass causalities. Of the phys-
ical assaults against Jewish individuals, the vast majority (77 of 88) were 
perpetrated without the use of a deadly weapon.

In 2021, 345 antisemitic incidents involved references to Israel or 
Zionism, compared to 178 in 2020. A surge of incidents in May 2021 coin-
cided with the military conflict between Israel and Hamas. For the entire 
month, 387 antisemitic incidents were tabulated by ADL.

Incidents in K-12 schools, colleges and universities increased in 2021 –  
331 incidents at non-Jewish K-12 schools (up 106% from 161 in 2020), and 
155 incidents at colleges and universities (up 21% from 128 in 2020).

In 2021, there were 525 logged incidents at Jewish institutions such as 
synagogues, Jewish community centers, and Jewish schools, an increase 
of 61% from 327 in 2020. 413 were incidents of harassment, 101 were inci-
dents of vandalism, and 11 were incidents of assault. 

In 2021, ADL recorded 484 antisemitic incidents attributed to known 
right-wing extremist groups or individuals inspired by right-wing extremist 
ideology. This represents 18% of the total number of incidents. 

Of the 2,717 incidents included in the 2021 Audit of Antisemitic Incidents, 
494 were identified through newly established partnerships between 
ADL and several Jewish organizations, including the Community Security 
Initiative (CSI), Community Security Service (CSS), Hillel International, 
Secure Community Network (SCN), Union of Reform Judaism and the United 
Synagogue of Conservative Judaism.

The Apple Tree Inn's New Owners Among the Hoteliers Reimagining 
Hospitality in the Berkshires

ADL Releases Disturbing Audit of Antisemitic Incidents 2021

How did you start to imagine that you would want to 
take on a larger property? 

James Khaghan: Well, we have people who are sort 
of guiding us, our mentors, and they agreed that 
it was time to take the next step. We developed a 
fantastic team and we are comfortable with taking 
that next step. Besides our family running it, we have 
a few additional people that have been in the hospi-
tality space. 

There’s a lot to learn. We had to learn about the 
neighborhood. We had to learn about a different 
clientele, obviously, going from Miami to the 
Berkshires. The people in the Berkshires are a lot 
more refined and are looking for a different type of 
stay compared to those in Miami, particularly in 
South Beach, which is typically a younger crowd. But 
it’s interesting – we first saw the Apple Tree’s demo-
graphic as being on the older side of the spectrum, 
but as we spent more time here and started to build 
out our music program, we made the inn a place 
where everybody can enjoy.

The rooms were operational, but the place just felt 
a little bit sleepy. A lot of what we did for the property 
was fixing up the common spaces. When we took it 
over, the restaurant was only open to guests of the 
hotel and the bar was barely operational. Right now, 
those are the heart and soul of the property. What 
the previous owner and other hotel owners had done 
in the Berkshires is limit their facility to guests only. 
That was part of the narrative that we had to change 
– we are open to the public and we really want the 
community to come and have a place to hang out and 
have a drink and be with their friends.

And how did you tap into the quirky entertainment that 
you’ve been offering? 

James Khaghan: We got help from Johnny Irion. 
Johnny actually stumbled in before we even got the 
music program running, back in April 2021. He 
said, ‘Hi, I’m Johnny. I saw you guys just bought 
the place. Do you mind if I play a few songs for you?’ 
And he was great. So come July, we had him begin 
performing. And he’s a local guy, a local musician, 
and he knows a lot of people. People just wanted to 
come and play and get involved and be a part of it. 
We’ve had people perform from New York City, from 
the Boston area, from Rhode Island. We’re gearing up 
to have a fantastic summer of live music in our bar.

W
ELCOME TO THE BERKSHIRES



77 - 99 South Canaan Road | North Canaan CT 06018 | www.geercares.org | 860.824.2600

For details or to arrange a personal tour, call Deb at 860.824.2625

Ready to make a move? 
Come home to comfortable and 
lively senior living at Geer.
Life at The Lodge offers: 
• Engaging daily activities 

• Maintenance-free, spacious residences 

• 24-hour RN licensed on-campus care 

• Elegant restaurant style dining 

• Comprehensive wellness programming 

• Adjoining YMCA
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learn more

Sign a 
residency 

agreement by 
July 31 and your 
3rd month rent 

is FREE!

 Page 10 Berkshire Jewish Voice   •   jewishberkshires.org May 10 to June 14, 2022

C
O

U
R

TE
S

Y
 A

R
N

O
N

 R
A

B
IN

Sweetwood of Williamstown is an energetic retirement 
community nestled in the gorgeous Berkshire Mountains. 
Our spacious apartments give you easy access to all 
the amenities of our community - including concierge 
services for every need, wellness care, exciting activities, 
and exercise facilities.

• Plenty of room for your favorite furnishings 
• Full-sized kitchens, modern fixtures
• Ample space for entertaining 
• Private patios - your own slice of paradise
• Apartments available for sale or rent

There’s never been
a better time for a New Home

413.458.8371
Sweetwood of Williamstown
Independent Living Community
1611 Cold Spring Road, Williamstown, MA 01267

400PF03292214

GREAT BARRINGTON, MA   WEST STOCKBRIDGE, MA   CHATHAM, NY

STONEHOUSEPROPERTIES.COM

Supporting the Arts, Culture,  
Environment and Social Needs  
in the Berkshires since 1984

REAL ESTATE IN THE BERKSHIRES

CALL THE 
BERKSHIRES 
HOME!



carrie lobovits wrightcarrie lobovits wright

carrie@theberkshires .comcarrie@theberkshires .com

431 north street  p ittsf ield,  MA  413 .2 12 . 1865 431  north street  p ittsf ield,  MA  413 .2 12 . 1865 

theberkshires .comtheberkshires .com

curious about buying or sell ing curious about buying or sell ing 

your home? call or email carrie today!your home? call or email carrie today!
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BUILDERS OF THE GOOD LIFE.
At Wingate, we build more than simply beautiful residences. We build 
communities that meet the evolving needs of older adults, so you can 
live to the absolute fullest with compassion and dignity.

Learn more at wingatehealthcare.com  |  413-499-1992 Scan to 
learn more

Independent Living  |  Assisted Living  |  Memory Care  

REAL ESTATE IN THE BERKSHIRES
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WHEN OUR COMMUNITY NEEDS US, FEDERATION IS THERE
Fewer Jews say they are attached to
Judaism. Yet 97% of American
Jews state that they are “proud to 
be Jewish.” Our critical challenge is 
to transform Jewish pride into true 
participation in Jewish life.
And we are already on our way.

Locally, Federation helps children and 
teens live their Jewishness at school 
and summer camp. Birthright trips 
transform young adults’ relationship 
to Israel. Around the world, in places 
where the Holocaust and Communism 
almost wiped out Jewish life, we’re 
nurturing the efforts of a core of 
inspiring young people who are 
reinventing Jewish life.

In the US and around the world, 
Jewish people and institutions are 
being threatened. Security is posted 
at synagogues. At Jewish schools in 
France, five-year-olds file past armed 
guards to get to the playground. 
Jewish students arriving at college 
encounter toxic anti-Israel and anti-
Semitic slogans.

Federation is helping to restore a 
sense of security by sharing resources, 
expertise and training to keep our 
communities safe. Standing up against 
hatred and combating BDS. So that 
Jews everywhere can walk without 
fear, into a synagogue, a Jewish 
school—or simply down the street.

We build connection.

Younger 
people feel 
detached

from Judaism

We bring security.

The world is an unstable place

People just like us, our children, our 
parents or grandparents, desperately 
need our help. Fragile Holocaust 
survivors can’t handle basic daily tasks. 
Families reel from job loss. Widows and 
widowers face loneliness. Forgotten Jews, 
young and old, live in poverty and lack 
basic necessities.  

Federation removes obstacles.  
We bridge gaps. A hot meal is delivered 
to a homebound person. An emergency 
loan covers the rent for a struggling 
family. Health aides bring food and 
medicine to an elderly survivor. A social 
worker helps an older adult find a safer 
living situation. 

We are a lifeline.

Millions of 
Jews find 

every day a 
struggle.
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WHEN OUR COMMUNITY NEEDS US, FEDERATION IS THERE
 

HELP US BE THERE! MAKE YOUR PLEDGE TODAY! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

JEWISH LIFE FOR YOUNG 
FAMILIES 
You help young families in the Berkshires 
embrace Jewish values and traditions while 
building a supportive community with 
Jewish peers through family programming, 
PJ Library, and volunteer opportunities.  
 

 

RESOURCES TO FIGHT 
ANTI-SEMITISM 
You help young people stand up against 
hate through anti-bias education in our 
public schools. You also combat anti-
Semitism and the BDS movement through 
community programming, national 
advocacy, and security resources. 
 

  
 

EMOTIONAL SUPPORT  
& EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 
You help individuals facing unexpected 
challenges and life transitions receive the 
support they need through the 
Federation's social worker. You also 
provide a safety net of emergency 
assistance due to COVID-19.   
 

 

COMMUNITY RELATIONS & 
ADVOCACY 
You help provide a proactive voice in our 
community, public schools, media, and 
government, addressing anti-Semitism, 
social justice, Israel, and other issues 
important to our community.  
 

  

 
A SAFE PLACE TO CALL HOME 
You help tens of thousands of new 
immigrants, who are fleeing anti-Semitism 
in Europe and fighting in the Ukraine, build 
better lives for themselves and their 
families in Israel through job training and 
support services that ease their transition.  

CARING IN TIMES OF CRISIS 
When crisis hits, in the Berkshires or 
around the world, you help mobilize local 
resources to respond with immediate relief 
and longer-term recovery. From support 
through COVID-19 to whatever the future 
holds, you help deliver an SOS response.  

  
 

 

A SENSE OF COMMUNITY 
You strengthen, sustain, and connect our 
community through hundreds of 
educational programs, holiday celebrations, 
and the Berkshire Jewish Voice, which bring 
people together and engage them in 
meaningful Jewish life. 

 

A STRONG JEWISH IDENTITY 
You help young people across the 
Berkshires and at UMASS Hillel build strong 
Jewish identities and become future 
leaders through scholarships for Jewish 
camp and Israel experiences, as well as 
leadership development and holiday meals 
on campus.  

 

 

DIGNITY & COMPASSION 
You provide older adults and homebound 
individuals with nutritious meals and 
stimulating programming served up with a 
side of companionship and compassion 
through our Connecting with Community 
program and Kosher Meals on Wheels. 

 

JEWISH EDUCATION & VALUES 
You nurture a strong Jewish future by 
providing a high-quality, meaningful and 
affordable Jewish education for hundreds of 
children through critical grants to all of our 
local Jewish religious schools. 

 
 

 

A CLOSE & CARING 
RELATIONSHIP WITH ISRAEL 
You help connect the Berkshire Jewish 
Community with Israel and you also help 
provide programs for at-risk students, 
shelter for abused women, and support 
services for disabled youth. 

FOOD SECURITY, HEALTHCARE,  
& WINTER RELIEF 
Winters are long and cold in the Ukraine, 
but you help the most vulnerable prepare 
with warm clothes, blankets, and heaters. 
You can bring food cards, home health 
aides, and medicine to those who need it 
most. 
  

Donate or Pledge Online at jewishberkshires.org. Thank You for Making a Difference. 
 

 

Your gift to the Jewish Federation’s 2022 Campaign – whatever it is you can give – will help bring dignity and 
care to the vulnerable and elderly, build and strengthen the Jewish identity of our children and young adults, 

support vital community programs, and create meaningful Jewish life across the Berkshires and beyond. 
 



 
 
 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 

Save the Date 
Major Donors 

Celebration 
 

Sunday, July 24, 2022 
9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

  
Country Club of Pittsfield 

639 South Street, Pittsfield, MA 
 

Chairs:  
Robert Bildner and Elisa Spungen Bildner  

 

Minimum gift of $1,000 to  
Federation’s 2022 annual campaign. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOUR 
BEAUTIFUL FACES AND WELCOMING YOU 

IN PERSON! 
 

 
Additionally, Federation’s Knosh and Knowledge 

jewishberkshires.org. 

 

 

 Page 14 Berkshire Jewish Voice   •   jewishberkshires.org May 10 to June 14, 2022

While the rest of us were searching for chametz on April 14, the day before the first Seder, Federation's Cindy 
Bell-Deane (assisted by Ken Conlow) prepared and packed 42 Pesach meals for the community at the Knesset 
Israel kitchen. Passover bags included matzo, grape juice, dessert, and matzo ball soup to complement a delicious 
meal of chicken, potatoes, carrots, and asparagus. 

Super volunteer Rick Reiss was on hand to help deliver Pesach cheer to community members at home and 
assisted living facilities.

Ensuring a Zissen Pesach for All in the Jewish Berkshires!
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OBITUARIES
Rabbi Everett Gendler, 93, 
environmentalist, activist 
SARASOTA, FL – Rabbi Everett 
Gendler, who spent decades working to 
increase awareness about a number of 
progressive causes, including the civil 
rights movement and Jewish environ-
mentalism, has died. He was 93.

Rabbi Gendler repeatedly marched 
with the Southern Leadership 
Conference in Alabama alongside Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. He was among 
11 rabbis jailed with King in Albany, 
Georgia, for “public prayer without 
a license” in 1962. He advocated for 
nonviolence in promoting social change 
and his work in backing King with the 
support of Jewish rabbis in Alabama is 
considered an important milestone in 
civil rights progress. Later in his career, 
Rabbi Gendler worked for decades with 
the Tibetan exile community of the 
Dalai Lama on strategic non-violence.

Rabbi Gendler died of natural 
causes on April 1 at Sarasota Memorial 
Hospital surrounded by his daughters, 
wife, and family.

He and his wife, Mary, divided their 
time between residences in Sarasota 
and Great Barrington. He continued 
his humanitarian work until his 
passing. Rabbi Gendler worked as the 
Jewish chaplain and instructor in the 
Religion & Philosophy department at 
Phillips Andover from 1978 to 1995.

His philanthropy supported many 
art and music institutions in the 
Boston area and the Berkshires, 
including the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra. But his efforts on behalf of 
the environment encompassed some of 
his greatest work, according to family 
friend Jana Paley. Over a span of 30 
years, Rabbi Gendler published dozens 
of articles on Jewish environmentalism 
and taught in hundreds of lectures 
about gardening and vegetarianism.

“He was many things to many 
people ... he was an amazing gardener 
for one. But his gardening of vegetables 
doesn’t compare to his cultivation of 
communities,” Paley said.

In her eulogy, Rabbi Gendler’s 
daughter Tamar Gendler Szabo 
described her late father as ahead of 
his time but also fully present in the 
world, its injustices, and its beauty.

“Everett was always out in front – 
sometimes lonely and isolated in his 
profound awareness of the Earth’s 
simultaneous beauty and injustice; 
sometimes accompanied by or leading 
others who came to share his insight 
and commitment,” Szabo wrote.

“But in other ways, Everett was 
slow...he held firm to his typewriter, his 
vinyl records, his looseleaf tea. He used 
old-fashioned paper maps ... he was 
also fully present. His life was filled with 
“radical astonishment” at the beauty 
of the world that surrounded him and 
those who inhabited it alongside him.”

Rabbi Gendler participated in a 
tribute to King at Temple Emanu-El in 
Sarasota in 2019 hosted by The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.

“For those of us who participated 
(in the Civil Rights Movement), this 
is such an amazing renewal of the 
feeling and the experience,” Gendler 
said at the time. “What we really have 
to remember is that problems must be 
identified, confronted and persist yet. 
Nothing happens overnight. The bread 
rises slowly and social transformation 
is baking bread; it’s not a fast order 
microwave. I think we have to address 
the issues, persist, recognize that our 
opponent is also our fellow human-
being – it’s hard. That’s an impossible 
juggling act, but King, he was a tip-top 
juggler. He managed; we don’t.”

Rabbi Gendler was involved in the 
second march back to Selma, Alabama, 
on March 9, 1965, called “Turnaround 
Tuesday.” The march came two days 
after the “Bloody Sunday” march 
involving about 600 civil rights 
marchers, ending with an estimated 17 
to 50 injuries.

He emphasized King’s honesty in 
confronting injustice, but his humanity 
and spirit as well.

“I think it’s extraordinary how King 
was able to focus on state clearly injus-
tice and confront it always in a loving 
spirit, never excluding anyone from the 
human fabric,” Rabbi Gendler said. 
“He was courageous. He stood up to 
Bull Connor (Commissioner of Public 
Safety) in Birmingham, but never 
dehumanized him.”

Recalling the brutality in 
Birmingham, he said King stood his 
ground, “but never with rancor. Never 
in a way that excluded people. His 
affirmation of our deeper unity is 
needed perhaps more today than in 
those turbulent times.”

Rabbi Gendler is survived by his 
wife, Mary Gendler, daughters Tamar 
Gendler Szabo and Naomi Camper, and 
grandchildren.

[This obituary was adapted from 
an article written by Samantha 
Gholar that originally appeared in the 
Sarasota Herald-Tribune. It is reprinted 
with permission.]

Ellen Marie McKeever Cutler, 71, 
passion for music, theatre, and 
arts and devoted to her family
PITTSFIELD - Ellen Marie McKeever 
Cutler, 71, died peacefully on Monday, 
March 28 at home, surrounded by her 
family, following a valiant and brave 
three-year battle with ovarian cancer.

Born in Pittsfield on March 6, 1951 
to the late Francis J. McKeever, Sr., 
and Mary (Raftery) McKeever, Ellen 
grew up in the North End of Pittsfield 
in the midst of the Baby Boom and 
General Electric era, attended the 
former St. Charles Elementary School, 
and was a 1969 graduate of St. 
Joseph’s Central High School, where 
she graduated fourth in her class and 
was twice named prom queen.

Continuing her education, Ellen 
earned an associate’s degree at 
Berkshire Community College in 1971, 
and then attended UMass-Amherst, 
where she earned a bachelor’s degree 
in French Education in 1974. While 
at UMass, Ellen also studied for a 
semester abroad at the University of 
Grenoble in France.

Ellen worked as a substitute teacher 
in the Pittsfield Public Schools before 
beginning her career in insurance, 
working for many years as a personal 
lines account manager at Stevenson 
and Company Insurance Agency. Ellen 
deeply enjoyed the family-like atmo-
sphere at Stevenson’s and the lifelong 
friendships that she developed with her 
colleagues. Ellen was employed there 
until 1988, when she then devoted the 
remainder of her life to being a full-
time mother.

In 1981, Ellen met Dr. Alan Cutler 
at the Dalton Depot at a David Grover 
performance. A chance meeting blos-
somed into a long-term relationship, 
and Alan and Ellen were married on 
July 26, 1987 in Pittsfield. Ellen and 
Alan’s life together was devoted to their 
three children, Josh, Zach, and Julie, 
and ensuring that they were raised in 
a home of love, good values, educa-
tion, and music. They reveled in their 
academic achievements and took deep 
pride in their life’s successes. 

Alan passed away on March 4, 
2020. Ellen was a deeply doting grand-
mother to her beloved James, playing 
an integral role in his development in 
his first two years.

Ellen held a deep passion for 
music, theatre, and the arts. Ellen 
was a performer in the Town Players 
and Berkshire Public Theatre, was a 
ballet and contra dancer, and danced 
in Pittsfield’s Ethnic Fair celebrations. 
In recent years, Ellen rediscovered 
her love for singing and performance 
through her work with the Berkshire 
Concert Choir and the Temple Anshe 
Amunim adult volunteer choir. Ellen 
was a talented quilter, knitter, and 

dollmaker whose work was displayed 
at the City of Pittsfield’s Forty Shades 
of Green displays, and was featured 
in charity auctions for the Cantarella 
School of Dance.

Ellen leaves behind her daughter, 
Julie H. Cutler of Pittsfield; sons, 
Joshua M. Cutler of Pittsfield and 
Zachary J. Cutler of Pittsfield; 
grandson, James T. Cutler of Pittsfield; 
sister, Colleen (Kevin) Harper of 
Ormond Beach, FL; brothers, Michael 
McKeever and Matthew McKeever of 
Pittsfield, Chuck (Franny) McKeever 
of Marblehead, and Paul (Kathy) 
McKeever of Lanesboro; sister-in-law, 
Roslind Kushner (Neil) of Norwood; six 
nephews and six nieces; her beloved 
cat, Andre, and so many friends and 
extended family members who loved 
her dearly.

Besides her husband and parents, 
Ellen was predeceased by her older 
brother, Francis J. McKeever Jr.; 
her mother-in-law, Zelda Cutler; her 
father-in-law, Maurice Cutler; and her 
daughter-in-law, Jessica Cutler, who 
died April 3, 2020.

Ellen’s family would like to express 
their sincere gratitude and appreciation 
to Dr. Trevor Bayliss and the compas-
sionate and caring employees of the 
BMC Cancer Center on Tor Court, as 
well as the employees of the Oncology 
Floor of Berkshire Medical Center, 
where she received the most exemplary 
care during the course of her illness.

To celebrate Ellen’s vibrant life 
with stories, songs, good food, and 
displays of her artwork, the Cutler 
Family received visitors at the family 
home in Pittsfield. Burial was private. 
Memorial donations may be made 
to Temple Anshe Amunim or to the 
Berkshire Concert Choir, two of Ellen’s 
most beloved organizations, in care of 
the funeral home, Flynn & Dagnoli-
Bencivenga Funeral Home, 5 Elm 
Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201.

Marjorie Ellen “Margie” 
Shulman, 72, good listener, 
problem-solver, and catalyst for 
change 
GULFPORT, FL - After a brief illness, 
Marjorie Ellen “Margie” Shulman 
passed away at the Suncoast Hospice 
in St. Petersburg, FL on Tuesday, 
March 22. Her loving husband, Frank 
Bonnevie, and family were by her side. 

Born in Pittsfield on December 31, 
1949, Margie graduated from Pittsfield 
High School (1967) and Northeastern 
University (1971) with a bachelor’s 
degree in English Literature. She 
earned a master’s degree in Education 
from the Massachusetts College of 
Liberal Arts. Following undergrad-
uate college, she was a store manager 
at Jim’s House of Shoes, the family 
business in Pittsfield, and became 
co-owner of the business. After thirty 
years at Jim’s, she took a position with 
Pittsfield’s Helen Berube Teen Parent 
Program, where she taught high school 
students. She and her husband resided 
in Lee but recently moved to be with 
other family members in Gulfport, FL.

Margie was a member of Temple 
Anshe Amunim, where she served as 
a vice president and a religious school 
teacher. She was an ordained minister 
in the non-denominational Alliance 
of Divine Love Ministry and had 
performed numerous weddings. She 
was also a member of Temple Beth-El 
in St. Petersburg, FL.

Margie enjoyed participating in 
New Age and meditative programs 
such as Tai Chi. She loved being with 
her husband, Frank, and especially 
traveling and spending time with their 
children and grandchildren.

Margie was an avid reader and an 
extraordinary communicator in keeping 
in touch with many people while also 
caring for her own family. She was a 
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good listener, problem-solver, and cata-
lyst for change. 

Marjorie Shulman will always be 
remembered for her warmth and her 
love of life.

In addition to her husband, Frank, 
Margie is survived by her children and 
their families: David Finkelstein, wife, 
Valerie Sugiyama, and their daughter 
Lily of Pleasanton, CA; Jamie Lacroix 
and her daughter, Emmy of Stoughton, 
MA; Jesse Shulman of Pittsfield; Erika 
Bonnevie, partner, Cam Wiley, and 
son Anderson of San Diego, CA; and 
Frank Bonnevie III, wife Kate, and their 
son, Frank, IV. of El Paso, TX. She 
also leaves her two siblings and their 
families, Jim Shulman and wife, Jackie 
of Galena, OH and Nancy Shulman of 
Gulfport, FL.; her Aunt Cecily Levine 
who was like a second mother; her 
cousin, Amy Levine who was like a 
sister and many other cousins, nieces, 
nephews, and their families. She was 
predeceased by her parents Irving and 
Helen Lenhoff Shulman. 

A private gathering was held for 
immediate family in St. Petersburg, 
FL. Donations can be made to Temple 
Anshe Amunim, 26 Broad Street, 
Pittsfield, MA 01201, or Dana Farber 
Cancer Institute, 10 Brookline Place 
West, Brookline, MA 02445. 

Rosalie (Schaeffer) Schottenfeld, 
82, lived life with immense 
gratitude and abundance of 
spirit, humor, and love 
BONITA SPRINGS, FL - Rosalie 
(Schaeffer) Schottenfeld, 82, passed 
away on Monday, February 28 after a 
long illness.

Born in Passaic, NJ, in 1939 to the 
late Helen Lobel and Harold Schaeffer, 
Rosalie was a proud graduate of 
Barnard College (1960), majoring in 
Art History. An avid reader and lifetime 
learner, she enjoyed literature and the 
connection and camaraderie of her book 
clubs. She met her future husband, 
David, on a blind date. Engaged four 
months later, the couple married 
in December 1962 and would have 
celebrated their 60th wedding anniver-
sary this year. Their marriage was a 
joyous partnership of respect, laughter, 
encouragement, and adoration. Their 
love was instantaneous and enduring.

Rosalie began her career as a 
fashion editor for Tobe & Associates, 
reviewing trends in junior coats and 
suits. She later sold real estate for 
Lotte Eisenberger in Harrison, NY. After 
a 1986 move to Ann Arbor, MI, she 
worked in marketing and fundraising 
for the newly established University of 
Michigan Cancer Center. 

In 2004, Rosalie and David retired 
to the Berkshires, and for the last 
decade resided in Dalton at Silver 
Maple Farm and in Bonita Springs, 
FL, at Bonita Bay. In Florida, she 
enjoyed bocce, yoga on the beach, 
and pickleball. Rosalie pushed to 
establish pickleball as a sport at the 
Pittsfield Country Club. She served on 
the Landscaping Committee for both 
communities, demonstrating a keen 
eye for design that she brought to her 
homes as well. She always sought the 
company of wonderful women and 
cherished many close friendships.

Above all else, her family was the 
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cornerstone of Rosalie’s life. She was 
a proud matriarch, dearly supportive 
and nurturing of her children and 
grandchildren. She was a force, with 
boundless energy, determination, and 
enthusiasm that she used to enhance 
the lives of many. She had a warm 
and dignified presence and was full of 
grace, with effortless, elegant style. Her 
outward radiance reflected an inner 
vitality. Rosalie was only sixteen when 
she lost her own mother to cancer, and 
that gave her a perspective through 
which she measured the blessings of 
her own years. She lived her life with 
immense gratitude and an abundance 
of spirit, humor, and love. 

Rosalie is survived by her husband, 
Dr. David Schottenfeld; daughter 
Jacqueline Evans and husband, 
Robert, of Medfield, MA; son Stephen 
Schottenfeld and wife, Susan, of 
Rochester, NY; grandchildren Emily, 
Samuel, Henry, and Eleanor; her sister, 
Lois Wechsler, of San Jose, CA. 

A celebration of life will be held 
at a later date. To honor her legacy 
and deep appreciation for the arts, 
expressions of sympathy may be made 
in Rosalie’s memory to the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra’s Tanglewood 
Annual Fund: https://www.bso.org/
support/special-gifts

Dr. Richard Edelstein, 90, active 
at Hevreh of Southern Berkshire
LENOX - Dr. Richard Edelstein, 90, 
passed away on Thursday, March 24.

Born May 18, 1931, in Brooklyn, 
NY, the son of Samuel and Ida 
(Stelling) Edelstein, he married Patricia 
(Michaud) Edelstein in October 1982 in 
Cold Spring, NY.

Richard graduated with distinc-
tion in 1948 from Erasmus Hall 
High School in Brooklyn and on an 
academic scholarship, went on to 
study at Cornell University, graduating 
in 1952. After serving in the U.S. Army 
during the Korean conflict, he attended 
The College of Medicine at George 
Washington University in Washington 
D.C. and received his degree in 1958. 
He spent his career working as a 
cardiologist in private practice and at 
Nyack Hospital in Nyack, NY, where 
he established and led the Coronary 
Care Unit. After retirement, Richard 
and Pat moved from Orangeburg, NY to 
Monterey, MA.

An active member of Hevreh of 
Southern Berkshire, he was also a 
prize-winning photographer, a Scrabble 
champion, an astronomy hobbyist, and 
an accomplished ukulele player. He 
volunteered for many years as a docent 
at the American Museum of Natural 
History in Manhattan and later with the 
Friends of Lake Garfield in Monterey. 

Richard is survived by his daughter 
Roberta (Jim) Mulder; son Steven (Amy) 
Edelstein; daughter Rosalee (Ken) 
Opengart; stepson William Michaud; 
stepdaughter Debra (Tony) Miller; and 
his first wife Miriam, who is the mother 
of his children. He also leaves behind 
five grandchildren: Rebecca (Luke 
Santoro) Mulder, Stephanie (Andrew) 
Shay, Zachary Opengart, Juliana 
Opengart, and Aliya Opengart. 

Just days before he passed, he 
became a great-grandfather with the 
birth of Benjamin Shay, which abso-
lutely delighted him. 

Richard was predeceased by his 
wife, Patricia.

A graveside service was held 
on Monday, May 9, at Corashire 
Cemetery, Monterey, followed by a cele-
bration of his life.

Memorial donations may be made 
to the Lifelong Learners Fund at 
Hevreh, in care of Finnerty & Stevens 
Funeral Home, 426 Main Street, Great 
Barrington, MA 01230.

Trudy Pomerantz, 95, bright 
smile, pleasant demeanor, loved 
singing and dancing 
LENOX - Trudy Pomerantz, formerly 
of West Hartford, CT, passed away on 
Friday, April 8 at Kimball Farms Nursing 
Care Center. 

Born to Henrietta and Irving Hurwitz 
on March 26, 1926, in Hartford, CT, and 
later moving to Brooklyn, NY, she briefly 
attended NYU before meeting the love 
of her life, Paul Pomerantz, on a trip to 
Hartford to visit family. They married 
on March 14, 1948, and made their 
home in West Hartford where they raised 
two daughters, Leesa and Deborah. 
Throughout her early married years, she 
enjoyed her performances in commu-
nity musical theater and was active in 
the Sisterhood of Beth David Synagogue. 
She loved singing and dancing and 
continued to do so throughout her life. 

After 62 years of marriage, Paul 
passed away in 2010 and she even-
tually moved to Kimball Farms 
Independent Living in 2016 to be 
near her daughter. Trudy became a 
well-recognized resident, due to her 
bright smile, pleasant demeanor, and 
trademark full head of white hair that 
everyone commented on with envy. She 
began painting while a resident and it 
was quickly obvious she had talent in 
this area. She will always be remem-
bered for her works of art displayed 
in her children’s and grandchildren’s 
homes. Known to them as “Goggy,” (a 
name her first grandchild gave her), 
she celebrated all of their academic, 
athletic, and theatrical achievements 
throughout the years with an enor-
mous amount of pride and happiness.

She adored and will be missed 
by her children, Leesa and husband 
Robert Sonnichsen of Madison, CT; 
Deborah and husband Jay Kain of West 
Stockbridge; her grandchildren Tyler 
and partner Lisa LaDuca, Brittany and 
husband Hooman Adamous, Alex and 
partner Marissa Sipos, Jennifer and 
husband Charles Kilgore, and Caroline 
and husband Sean Schooley. She was so 
blessed to have known two great-grand-
children, Ella and Mia Adamous.

There was a private graveside service 
for family only. The family wishes to 
send a special thank you to the nurses 
and staff at Kimball Farms Nursing Care 
Center and Hospice of the Berkshires for 
their exceptional care and compassion.

Annette Gordon, 98, kind, 
generous, left the world a 
better place 
LENOX - Annette Gordon died peace-
fully at home on Saturday, April 9.

Born April 27, 1923, in the Bronx, 
NY, to Max and Gussie Gordon, she 
attended Hunter College and gradu-
ated with a bachelor’s degree. During 
World War II, she worked in Macy’s NYC 
corporate office in the tax department 
until her son, Bob, was born. While at 
Macy’s she traveled by train around the 
country, to some of their largest stores 
to do audits, which was evidence of her 

skill, as rarely was a woman assigned 
to do this. 

She married Milton Gordon on 
March 30, 1947; he died on September 
16, 2007. A friend introduced them, 
thinking it funny they were both 
Gordons and not related. It was a date 
that resulted in a marriage of 60 years! 
They moved to Lee in 1951, where they 
lived for 50 years and raised their 3 
children. In 2007, Annette moved into 
Kimball Farms.

Annette leaves behind Robert (Bob) 
Gordon (married to Carol Dale Gordon) 
and their 2 children, Jeremy and Alex; 
Susan Gordon (married to Jim Moran); 
and Ruth Gordon (married to Rhonda 
Kincaid). Annette was predeceased 
by her brother Norman; her brother- 
in-law, Leonard Gordon, and his wife 
Edith and their daughter Olivia. She 
leaves behind her nephew, Zak Gordon, 
his wife Wendy, their children and 
grandchildren, as well as Olivia’s chil-
dren and grandchildren.

Her family writes:

Our mother was a kind, generous 
person who had a quick smile 
and was easy to laugh. She 
welcomed everyone that came 
into our family. Whenever any 
of us met someone that knew 
Mom, we always heard that she 
was the nicest person they had 
ever met. We never questioned 
her love for us as it was uncon-
ditional and she easily said the 
words, “I love you.” Our parents 
raised us to believe we could do 
anything we set our minds to - 
and we did. Our hope is that each 
of us leaves this earth a better 
place. Our mother certainly did. 
She was a Cub Scout leader, 
Girl Scout aide, president of 
the League of Women Voters for 
Berkshire County, PTA President, 
helped start a kindergarten in 
Lee, was in the first group of 
Lee Town Representatives, a 
member of the Lee library board, 
a member of the Sisterhood at 
Temple Anshe Amunim, worked 
part-time resolving Medicare 
insurance billing at Suburban 
Medical, volunteered as an AARP 
tax preparer for 20+ years, was 
a member of the Nutritional 
and Staff Appreciation commit-
tees at Kimball Farms and ran 
contract bridge games at the 
Lenox Community Center and at 
Kimball Farms.

There’s more, she LOVED to 
play cards, any card game but 
her favorite was bridge. She was a 
golfer and had 2 holes-in-one! The 
first was with a friend, and the 
2nd with that friend’s daughter. 
She had an amazing mind all the 
way to the end. When it was clear 
she was nearing the end, it was 
suggested she go to the hospital, 
she refused. When told she might 
die if she didn’t go, she responded, 
“I have to die sometime.” She was 
ever practical and pragmatic. 

Burial was with immediate family, 
led by Rabbi Liz P.G. Hirsch of Temple 
Anshe Amunim. Donations can be 
made to the Elizabeth Freeman Center, 
43 Francis Avenue, Pittsfield, MA 01201 
or elizabethfreemancenter.org/donate
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Robert Cohen, 68, loved all 
things science fiction and 
professional sports
PITTSFIELD - Robert Cohen, 68, 
passed away on Wednesday, April 6. 

Born in Washington, DC, on 
February 20, 1954, he was the son 
of Moritz Cohen and the late Anita 
Cohen. He was raised in Silver Spring, 
MD, and graduated from George 
Washington University. Bob later 
earned an MBA in marketing from 
American University.

Bob was employed in the merchan-
dising and buying offices for May 
Department Stores, Hills Department 
Stores, and KB Toys. After leaving KB 
Toys, Bob used his merchandising skills 
to start a successful online toy business.

Bob loved all things science fiction, 
from Stargate to Star Wars to Star 
Trek. He was an avid golfer, and 
recently realized a dream of visiting the 
Old Course at St. Andrews in Scotland. 
He and his father also shared a love of 
professional sports, including wres-
tling, and he was an expert in the “dad 
joke” department.

Bob is survived by his wife of 42 
years, Marcy (Goldberg) Cohen; his 
wonderful sons and their spouses, 
Jonathan Cohen and Linda Batto, Seth 
and Caroline Cohen, and Evan Cohen 
and Patti Dale. He is also survived by 
his father Moritz Cohen of Bethesda, 
MD, and his three beautiful grand-
sons, Caleb, Nathan, and Jonah. He 
also leaves behind his golden retriever, 
Myka. He is predeceased by his 
mother, Anita.

The family would like to thank the 
supportive and caring staff of Hospice 
Care in the Berkshires and Berkshire 
Oncology.

No service is planned at this time. 
Please make donations to Hospice Care 
in the Berkshires, 877 South Street, 
Suite 1W, Pittsfield, MA 01201 or hcib.
org/support-hospice-care-berkshires/.

David Warren Bergeron, 72, 
companion, friend, mentor, 
confidante, unmatched work 
ethic
HOUSTON, TX - David Warren 
Bergeron, loving son, brother, husband, 
father, and grandfather, passed away 
peacefully in the early hours of Friday, 
April 1, with his wife, Deborah, by his 
side. Family was everything to David, 
who was also lovingly referred to as “Big 
D” or “Pops.”

David was born on October 4, 1949 
in Baton Rouge, LA to Mary Sampson 
and Thomas Bergeron. Even as a 
child, David’s steadfast work ethic 
was apparent. From the early age of 
thirteen, David began working for his 
father’s accounting practice and by 
the time he completed undergraduate 
studies at Louisiana State University 
(LSU), he was managing the practice 
himself. He continued to work full-time 
while attending LSU Law School. While 
at law school, David met his wife, 
Deborah, while she was attending LSU 
as an undergraduate student. Oddly 
enough, on a blind date! David and 
Deborah danced through their dating 
year and were married in 1973.

Shortly after graduating law school 
in 1974, at the top of his class, David 
and Deborah moved to Houston, 
where David accepted a role with 
Arthur Anderson. In 1980 David went 
into private practice and founded his 
own tax firm. Later, in 1996, David 
expanded his firm to encompass a 
wealth management practice where 
he also served as a Certified Financial 
Planner. David loved his craft and 
continued to work until his last days. 
He would have had it no other way.

David was known to many as 
a companion, friend, mentor, and 
confidante. He had an unmatched 
work ethic, a meticulous attention 
for detail, and an unparalleled moral 
compass. The combination made 
him a successful entrepreneur and a 
trusted advisor to many in the Houston 
community.

David was a voracious reader and 
an extraordinary storyteller. He had an 
insatiable curiosity for travel and was 
everyone’s favorite tour guide. He loved 
nature and spending as much time as 
he could outdoors, including spending 
the summers in the Berkshires, where 
he could most likely be found hiking or 
enjoying time by a fire.

David is survived by his wife, 
Deborah; children, Aaron, Kara 
(Jacob), and Brian (Stephanie); 
grandchildren, Joshua, Raph, Ella, 
and Charlie; and sister, Laurie. He is 
already and will be forever missed.

Donations may be made to Camp 
Young Judea Texas, Inc., (713) 
723-8354, in memory of David W. 
Bergeron - “David W. Bergeron’s Family 
and Friend’s Tree Trust.”

A Letter to My New Grandson, Abe
How a spontaneous Shehechiyanu blessing 
over the phone was filled with meaning in 
lieu of the traditional bris
By Ruth Kaplan

Dear Abe,

Welcome to the world! It’s 
been two weeks. Your entry into 
our lives actually began about a 
day and a half before your birth 
when your dad called us in the 
early morning to say that your 
mom’s water had broken and 
they were in the hospital. That’s 
when my anxious Jewish mother 
syndrome really began to kick 
in. Waiting for your arrival over 
the next 36 hours wasn’t easy 
for me, nor for your Zaide-to-be. 
Although your dad gave us 
periodic updates, the wait was 
agonizing. After all, your mom 
is still my baby, and I had no 
control over what she was going 
through. I knew it was really 
hard, but all I could do was 
pray for a speedy delivery and a 
healthy baby, namely you!

The news that you had 
emerged at 6:51 p.m. on a 
Sunday night and that you were beautiful and perfect filled us with joy and 
elation. We couldn’t wait to meet you, which happened the following day.

Before you were born, your mom decided that she did not wish to have 
a brit milah, or bris, a ritual circumcision ceremony eight days after your 
arrival. Instead, you would be circumcised in the hospital a few days 
following your birth. Of course, as your newly-minted Bubbe, I would 
have preferred a traditional bris at our home. But, to tell you the truth, 
COVID-19 would have put a damper on the whole affair, and I respected 
your mom’s wishes. In any event, the important part was that you were to 
be entered into the holy covenant of father Abraham and the Jewish people 
by being circumcised.

Imagine my surprise when a few minutes before you were taken for 
your incision at the hospital, I got a phone call from your mom and dad 
asking me to offer a traditional blessing for you upon the occasion of your 
circumcision. You don’t really know me yet, but I like to prepare for such 
special moments and think carefully about the message I wish to convey. 
But I had no such luxury. Instead, I quickly decided to chant over the 
phone the beautiful Debbie Friedman version of the Shehechiyanu prayer, 
where we give thanks to the Creator for renewing our lives, bestowing us 
with blessings and allowing us to celebrate sacred moments together.

After chanting this blessing, I blurted out some additional remarks in 
which I referenced my late father, who I said would have been so thrilled 
to welcome his new great-grandson but whose values and shining legacy 
nonetheless would be bequeathed to you. Speaking about my father always 
makes me weepy, and this was no exception, but in any event, I was soon 
cut off when your mom and dad needed to whisk you off for your procedure.

I’m sure it was not fun, but also feel certain you have already forgotten 
that momentary pain. Imagine my surprise when a day later, your parents 
shared with us your beautiful and distinguished name of Abraham Zalman. 
Abraham was your Zaide’s dad’s name, and Zalman was my father’s rather 
unusual middle name that became a part of his public persona: Sumner 
Zalman Kaplan. In revealing your name to us, your mom noted that our 
forefather Abraham was the first Hebrew male to be circumcised as a sign of 
the everlasting covenant between the Jewish people and God.

Don’t worry, Abie – you’ll have plenty of time to learn about your rich 
Jewish heritage, be it in religious school or otherwise. Your Zaide and 
I look forward to a more formal recognition of your beautiful name and 
legacy sometime this spring at a baby-naming ceremony, but for me, I’ll 
always remember the unexpected honor bestowed upon me of blessing 
you over the phone in your second day of life. It was an unconventional 
bris, with a spiritually fulfilling ritual of its own nonetheless.

May your life be filled with many more meaningful moments marked by 
both tradition and spontaneity. You’re off to a great start!

All my love,
Bubbe

Ruth Kaplan is the past director of community relations at the Consulate 
General of Israel to New England. She is the former director of the CJP 
Boston-Haifa Connection and supervisor of the young Israeli ambassadors’ 
program called “Shinshinim.” A nearly lifelong resident of Brookline, Ruth 
has had careers in law and public education advocacy and is passionate 
about creating people-to-people connections among Israelis and Americans.

Introducing: Baby Abie!
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According to the CIA’s World Factbook, 
Ukraine, with 25 percent of all agricultural 
output in the former Soviet Union, has such a 
highly developed agricultural economy that the 
country has earned the moniker “breadbasket 
of Europe.” Ukraine’s exports of grain, pota-
toes, sugar beets, and sunflower oil are among 
the world’s largest. So, now we know why the 
thriving sunflower is a symbol of Ukraine.

We Jews have also lived, and sometimes 
thrived, in Ukraine for over a thousand years. 
As might be expected given our people’s history, 
some periods were good and some horrific. 
In one excruciatingly short period of the good 

times, 1917 to 1920, Yiddish was even one of the official state languages of the 
country and was even featured on Ukrainian currency, along with Russian and 
Ukrainian. And some of our most important religious and cultural movements, 
including Hasidism and Zionism, sprang from Ukrainian soil. And now, the presi-
dent of Ukraine is a proud Jew. I pray that by the time this article is in print, that 
will still be the case.

Alas, the bad times were many, from the 17th-century Khmelnytsky Uprising 
massacres, to 19th-century antisemitic riots and blood libels, to the horrendous 
20th century that witnessed both pogroms that killed close to 100,000 and the 
Holocaust, in which more than one million Jews were murdered by the Nazis and 
their Ukrainian supporters. The infamous Babi Yar, where over 33,000 Jews were 
shot and thrown into pits, is located just outside the capital city Kiev.

In large part due to its rich soil, even the poorest of the poor have been able 
to survive on the grains and vegetables that thrive in Ukraine, including our 
ancestors who developed what are now the traditional Eastern European dishes 
that make use of the potatoes, cabbage, mushrooms, and beets they grew. (This 
list sounds like the inventory of my bubbie’s kitchen.) And like everything else, 
Ukrainian cuisine is influenced by the various conquerors and occupiers of its 
land, as well as by the countries with which it shares borders: Belarus, Poland, 
Slovakia, Hungary, Romania, and Moldova.

While we’re all aware that Ukraine and Russia have been fighting over land, 
it turns out they’ve also been arguing about food. Among the many dishes that 
make up both native and Ashkenazi cuisine, one iconic food stands out, and 
it’s not only due to its vibrant red color that makes a dollop of sour cream turn 
a magnificent pink. In fact, Ukraine has appealed to none other than UNESCO, 
the United Nations cultural heritage agency, to recognize borscht as a national 
cultural treasure.

Of course, borscht is also popular in many of the other Eastern European 
countries our people have called home, such as Poland, Lithuania, and Latvia, 
and we Jews have created our own meat and dairy versions of the dish. This ruby 
red soup is so much a part of our culinary history that we’ve even had our own 
little piece of land named for it: The Borscht Belt. 

But first, a little background. For generations, Eastern European peasants 
have filled their bellies with a thick soup made with a variety of vegetables such 
as cabbage, mushrooms, onions, and when family finances permitted, a piece of 
meat or bones. They would keep the pot going on the fire, adding new vegetables 
daily, and supplementing the meal with a hunk of rustic bread. But the vegetable 
that gave the soup its name was cow parsnip, or borshch in Russian. Not to be 
confused with the sweet white root vegetable parsnip, borshch gave the soup a 
sour tang. 

Enter the deep red veggie that fills Manischewitz jars today. Native to the 
Mediterranean, beets were originally prized by the Greeks and Romans for their 
leaves, but around the middle of the 16th century Western Europeans began 
cultivating them for their roots. Since beets were able to thrive in the harsh 
growing conditions of Eastern Europe, they became a staple of the peasant diet. 
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Traveling with Jewish Taste
Time to Loosen Your Borscht Belt
By Carol Goodman Kaufman / Special to the BJV

(And there were plenty of 
Jewish peasants living in 
shtetls throughout the 
area.) An added benefit 
of beets was that, like 
potatoes and onions, they 
could make it through 
the winter in root cellars, 
helping said peasants 
survive, as well.

But it was due to the 
beets’ natural sweet-
ness that, around the 
mid-1500s, both Jewish 
and non-Jewish cooks 
began adding them to 
their soup pots to temper 
the tartness of the cow 
parsnip. Given the laws 
of kashrut, Jews devel-
oped both a vegetarian 
version that could be 
topped with sour cream, 
and a heartier one made 
with meat or chicken. 
Of course, there were 
regional variations to the mix. Some based their soup on 
cabbage. Others, like Galicianers, added sugar to their recipe, while still others 
added lemon juice for even greater tang. 

And it was the Jews who added a “t” to call it borscht.

Dairy Borscht
Serves 10 

This vegetarian version of a traditional Ukrainian borscht is a refreshing 
soup to serve on a hot summer day.

Ingredients
3 medium beets, peeled and 

shredded
3 carrots, peeled and shredded
3 medium baking potatoes, peeled 

and cubed 
1 tablespoon vegetable oil
1 medium onion, chopped 
1 (6 ounce) can tomato paste
¾ cup water

½ medium head cabbage, cored  
and shredded

1 (8 ounce) can diced tomatoes, 
drained

3 cloves garlic, minced
salt and pepper to taste
1 teaspoon white sugar, or to taste
½ cup sour cream
1 tablespoon chopped fresh parsley 

for garnish

Directions:
Fill a large pot with 2 quarts of water and bring to a boil. 

Add the beets and cook until they have lost their color. 

Add the carrots and potatoes, and cook until tender, about 15 minutes. 

Add the cabbage and the can of diced tomatoes.

Heat the oil in a skillet over medium heat. 

Add the onion and cook until tender. 

Stir in the tomato paste and water until well blended. Transfer to the pot. 

Add the raw garlic to the soup, cover and turn off the heat. Let stand for 5 
minutes. 

Taste, and season with salt, pepper and sugar.

Ladle into serving bowls, and garnish with sour cream and fresh parsley.

Carol Goodman Kaufman is a psychologist and author with a passion for travel 
and food. She is currently at work on a food history/cookbook, tracing the paths 
that some of our favorite foods have taken from their origins to appear on dinner 
plates and in cultural rites and artifacts around the world. She invites readers to 
read her blog at carolgoodmankaufman.com and to follow her on Twitter 
@goodmankaufman.

The cover of More Old Jewish Comedians by  Drew Friedman, the prolific illustrator hailed as 
“The Vermeer of the Borscht Belt”
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The Eight Genders in the Talmud
Judaism has recognized nonbinary persons 
for millennia
By Rachel Scheinerman / My Jewish Learning

Thought nonbinary gender was a modern concept? Think again. The ancient 
Jewish understanding of gender was far more nuanced than many assume. 
The Talmud, a huge and authoritative compendium of Jewish legal traditions, 
contains in fact no less than eight gender designations including: 

Zachar, male.
Nekevah, female.
Androgynos, having both male and female characteristics.
Tumtum, lacking sexual characteristics.
Aylonit hamah, identified female at birth but later naturally developing male 
characteristics.
Aylonit adam, identified female at birth but later developing male character-
istics through human intervention.
Saris hamah, identified male at birth but later naturally developing female 
characteristics.
Saris adam, identified male at birth and later developing female characteris-
tics through human intervention.

In fact, not only did the rabbis recognize six genders that were neither male 
nor female, they had a tradition that the first human being was both. Versions of 
this midrash are found throughout rabbinic literature, including in the Talmud:

Rabbi Yirmeya ben Elazar also said: Adam was first created with two faces 
(one male and the other female). As it is stated: “You have formed me 
behind and before, and laid Your hand upon me.” (Psalms 139:5)  
Eruvin 19a

Rabbi Yirmeya ben Elazar imagines that the first human was created both 
male and female – with two faces. Later, this original human being was separated 
and became two distinct people, Adam and Eve. According to this midrash then, 
the first human being was, to use contemporary parlance, nonbinary. Genesis 
Rabbah 8:1 offers a slightly different version of Rabbi Yirmeya’s teaching:

Rabbi Yirmeya ben Elazar: In the hour when the Holy One created the 
first human, He created him as an androgynos (one having both male and 
female sexual characteristics), as it is said, “male and female He created 
them.” (Genesis 1:27)

Said Rabbi Shmuel bar Nachmani: In the hour when the Holy One created 
the first human, He created for him a double face, and sawed him and 
made him backs, a back here and a back there, as it is said, “Behind and 
before, You formed me” (Psalms 139:5). 
Genesis Rabbah 8:1

In this version of the teaching, Rabbi Yirmeya is not focusing on the first 
human’s face (or, rather, faces) but on their sex organs – they have both. The 
midrash imagines this original human looked something like a man and woman 
conjoined at the back so that one side has a women’s face and a woman’s sex 
organs and the other side has a man’s face and sex organs. Then God split this 
original person in half, creating the first man and woman. Ancient history buffs 
will recognize this image as similar to the character Aristophanes’ description 
of the first humans as both male and female, eventually sundered to create 
lone males and females forever madly seeking one another for the purposes of 
reuniting to experience that primordial state. (Plato, Symposium, 189ff)

For the rabbis, the androgynos wasn’t just a thing of the mythic past. The 
androgynos was in fact a recognized gender category in their present – though not 
with two heads, only both kinds of sex organs. The term appears no less than 32 
times in the Mishnah and 283 times in the Talmud. Most of these citations are 
not variations on this myth, but rather discussions that consider how Jewish law 
(halakhah) applies to one who has both male and female sexual characteristics.
That the androgynos is, from a halakhic perspective, neither male nor female, is 
confirmed by Mishnah Bikkurim 4:1, which states this explicitly:

The androgynos is in some ways like men, and in other ways like women. In 
other ways he is like men and women, and in others he is like neither men 
nor women. 
Mishnah Bikkurim 4:1

Because Hebrew has no gender-neutral pronoun, the Mishnah uses a male 
pronoun for the androgynos, though this is obviously insufficient given the 
rabbinic descriptions of this person. Reading on we find that the androgynos is, 
for the rabbis, in many ways like a man – they dress like a man, they are obli-
gated in all commandments like a man, they marry women, and their “white 
emissions” lead to impurity. However, in other ways, the androgynos is like a 
woman – they do not share in inheritance like sons, they do not eat of sacrifices 
that are reserved only for men and their “red discharge” leads to impurity.

The Mishnah goes on to list ways in which an androgynos is just like any other 
person. Like any human being, “one who strikes him or curses him is liable.” 
(Bikkurim 4:3) Similarly, one who murders an androgynos is, well, a murderer. 
But the androgynos is also unlike a man or a woman in other important legal 
respects – for instance, such a person is not liable for entering the Temple in a 
state of impurity as both a man and woman would be.

As should now be clear, the rabbinic interest in these gender-ambiguous cate-
gories is largely legal. Since halakhah was structured for a world in which most 
people were either male or female, applying the law to individuals who didn’t fall 
neatly into one of those two categories was challenging. As Rabbi Yose remarks in 
this same chapter of the Mishnah: “The androgynos is a unique creature, and the 
sages could not decide about him.” (Bikkurim 4:5)

In many cases, the androgynos is lumped together with other kinds of nonbi-
nary persons as well as other marginalized populations, including women, slaves, 
the disabled, and minors. For example, concerning participation in the three 
pilgrimage festivals (Passover, Shavuot and Sukkot) during which the Jews of antiq-
uity would travel to the Temple in Jerusalem, the mishnah of Chagigah opens:

All are obligated on the three pilgrimage festivals to appear in the Temple 
and sacrifice an offering, except for a deaf-mute, an imbecile, and a 
minor; and a tumtum, an androgynos, women, and slaves who are not 

emancipated; and the lame, the blind, the sick, and the old, and one who is 
unable to ascend to Jerusalem on his own legs. 
Chagigah 1:1

As this mishnah indicates, it is only healthy, free adult men who are obligated 
to appear at the Temple to observe the pilgrimage festivals. People who are not 
adult men, and men who are enslaved or too old or unwell to make the journey, 
are exempt.

As we have already stated, the androgynos was not the only person of ambig-
uous gender identified by the rabbis. Similarly, the rabbis recognized one whose 
sexual characteristics are lacking or difficult to determine, called a tumtum. In the 
mishnah from Bikkurim we cited earlier, Rabbi Yose, who said the androgynos was 
legally challenging for the sages, said the tumtum was much easier to figure out. 

The rabbis also recognized that some people’s sexual characteristics can change 
with puberty – either naturally or through intervention. Less common than the 
androgynos and tumtum, but still found throughout rabbinic texts, are the aylonit, 
who is born with organs identified as female at birth but develops male character-
istics at puberty, and the saris, who is born with male-identified organs and later 
develops features recognized as female. These changes can happen naturally over 
time (saris hamah) or with human intervention (saris adam). 

For the rabbis, what is most significant about the aylonit and the saris is that 
they are presumed infertile – the latter is sometimes translated as “eunuch.” Their 
inability to have offspring creates legal complications the rabbis address, for example:

A woman who is 20 years old who did not grow two pubic hairs shall bring 
proof that she is twenty years old, and from that point forward she assumes 
the status of an aylonit. If she marries and her husband dies childless, she 
neither performs halitzah nor does she enter into levirate marriage. 
Mishnah Niddah 5:9

A woman who reaches the age of 20 without visible signs of puberty, in partic-
ular pubic hair, is deemed an aylonit who is infertile. According to this mishnah, 
she may still marry, but it is not expected that she will bear children. Therefore, if 
her husband dies and the couple is in fact childless, his brother is not obligated to 
marry her, as would normally be required by the law of levirate marriage. 

A nonbinary person who does not have the same halakhic status as a male or 
female, but is something else that is best described as ambiguous or in between, 
presented a halakhic challenge that was not particularly foreign for the rabbis, 
who discuss analogs in the animal and plant kingdoms. For example, the rabbinic 
texts describe a koi as an animal that is somewhere between wild and domesticated 
(Mishnah Bikkurim 2:8) and an etrog – yes, that beautiful citron that is essential for 
Sukkot – as between a fruit and a vegetable (Mishnah Bikkurim 2:6, see also Rosh 
Hashanah 14). Because they don’t fit neatly into common categories, the koi and 
the etrog require special halakhic consideration. The rabbinic understanding of the 
world was that most categories – be they animal, vegetable or mineral – are imper-
fect descriptors of the world, either as it is or as it should be.

In recent decades, queer Jews and allies have sought to reinterpret these eight 
genders of the Talmud as a way of reclaiming a positive space for nonbinary Jews 
in the tradition. The starting point is that while it is true that the Talmud under-
stands gender to largely operate on a binary axis, the rabbis clearly understood 
that not everyone fits these categories.

CULTURE & ARTS
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ANITA DIAMANT, 
continued from page 1

dignity to a neighbor in need by dropping off new, packaged menstrual and incon-
tinence products at the following locations between May 5 to May 31. 

• The Berkshire Food Co-op, Great Barrington

• Concepts of Art, Lenox

• Jewish Federation of the Berkshires, Pittsfield

• Williams College Bookstore, Williamstown

Federation volunteers will be collecting the donations weekly and organizing 
them for distribution through local food banks and social services organizations 
across the region. 

BJV Interview: Anita Diamant 
By Carol Goodman Kaufman

Although best-known for her breakout 
novel The Red Tent, Anita Diamant has 
authored 14 books in multiple genres, 
including five novels, six non-fiction guides 
to contemporary Jewish life, and a memoir. 
Her most recent book, Period. End of 
Sentence., is a deep dive into the worldwide 
phenomenon of menstrual injustice.

Carol caught up with Diamant last 
March for a wide-ranging conversation 
about the author’s literary career, engage-
ment with women’s issues, and her work 
with Mayyim Hayyim, Living Waters 
Community Mikveh and Education Center 
in Newton, MA.

The red tent in your book of the same name 
was a place of exclusion, keeping menstru-
ating women away from the camp. Is The 
Red Tent the reason you were approached 
for this book?

In a way, yes. I was watching the 
Academy Awards when the movie, Period. 

End of Sentence., won. It was very exciting. I jumped off the couch when the 
director said, “I can’t believe a movie about period just won an Academy Award.” 
It seemed like all the women in the audience got up to applaud. I watched the 
movie the next day, and I was impressed. I had recently written a couple of essays 
about menstrual injustice, both locally and internationally. 

A few months later, the filmmakers were in New York talking to people about 
getting a writer to do an accompanying book. They were at my book agent’s office, 
and I believe they saw one of my books on her shelf, and someone asked if I’d be 
interested. I said yes. Although I was not at all an expert on a subject, it seemed 
like a good fit. All my novels are about women’s lives, and as a journalist, I felt 
like I could take it on.

The book is a companion to the film in that it contextualizes the story that the 
film tells, and the work of The Pad Project, which is the nonprofit that made the film. 

To some extent, the book also fits in with your work with the mikveh.

I know it looks like The Red Tent led to this book, but they’re really very different. 
I think what connects them is the fact that I tend to focus on women’s lives and 
untold stories.

In the book, you list many negative names for menstruation, starting with “The 
Curse.” My mother called it a ‘period,’ rather neutral, and several of my friends 
called it their ‘friend,’ which to me is more of a positive take on menstruation. What 
was your experience? Did you get a slap? 
[Editor’s Note: Chabad.org describes this “supposedly Jewish ‘custom’ of a girl being 
slapped across her face by her mother upon getting her first menstrual period. After ‘red-
dening’ her daughter’s cheeks, the mother blesses her with fertility while warning against 
extramarital sex. Since she has now reached sexual maturity by ‘becoming a woman,’ the 
thinking goes, she is taught that sexuality is sinful or immoral.” The article also points out 
that the source of this custom is not the Torah or Jewish halacha; it is likely to have been 
adopted by some Jews from the cultures in which they lived.]

My mother never told me a thing about menstruation. From what little I can 
remember, I kind of figured it out with friends. I ask people (about the slap), and 
a lot of them – especially younger women – have no idea what I’m asking, which 
is terrific. It was just handed down from one generation to the next, but we don’t 
really know why. And I love Rabbi Elyse Goldstein’s reformulation that we should 
say a blessing when someone gets their first period as opposed to getting slapped.

I do remember a friend saying that her mother told her that the slap should be the 
worst pain you ever have. 

That’s a nice way to put it. But who wants to be slapped? Better to get choco-
late or flowers or whatever. We can dress it up any way we want to, but it’s not a 
positive message.

I’m sure the custom goes way back, and I don’t know if it’s part of Sephardic 
tradition. In America, where most Jews descend from Ashkenazi culture, we’re 
less familiar with Sephardic and Mizrachi Jewish customs. If I was doing this 

book again, I would dig a little deeper into that, but Period. End of Sentence. is not 
a Jewish book. 

You talk about the curse being made of three things: lack of knowledge, stigma, and 
shame. Can you talk a little bit about each of those?

They all fit together. There’s a lot of secrecy around menstruation and a lack of 
knowledge. We are, for the most part, quite ignorant about how our bodies work 
and the education we give our young people is inadequate. It’s hurried and segre-
gated. Boys and girls aren’t in the same room together, which means we don’t 
have a common language, and it’s whispered about. Anything that’s whispered 
about makes it seem dangerous to ask questions. So, stigma feeds ignorance, and 
ignorance and stigma result in shame. 

If someone has a period stain on their clothes, it can seem like the worst thing 
that can happen to you, especially if you’re a 12- or 13-year-old kid. That should 
be an accident and not a catastrophe, but it feels like a catastrophe. 

And in some parts of the world, it really is a catastrophe. In the book, there 
are examples of girls who quit school and two terrible cases of girls who seem to 
have committed suicide immediately after being shamed publicly in school.

That’s an extreme example, but there are girls in every ZIP code in America 
who are missing school because of their periods. Can you imagine going to school 
without what you need, depending on a wad of toilet paper in your underpants 
while you’re taking a math test? Are you going to try out for the track team? 

One of the great commercials I found online – which will probably never 
be seen on American television – showed a group of attractive young people, 
men and women, at the dinner table, and a woman stands up and asks, “Does 
anybody have a tampon?” 

Can you imagine doing that? Can you imagine standing up in your office and 
saying, “Who’s got a tampon? I’m out. I need one.” We need to poke holes in that 
silence, which I think comedians do very well, and it’s happening all over popular 
culture now.

In the animated Pixar movie Red Panda, a 12-year-old girl turns into a big red 
panda when she gets her period, and while it’s a shock, it comes with strength 
and self-confidence. Some people are shocked about this; they think we shouldn’t 
be talking about menstruation in public. Even in a cartoon, people find it offen-
sive. It’s not just about menstruation; it’s about a girl finding her voice. 

I was thrilled that Period. End of Sentence. was on Netflix.

Yes, and I believe it’s been on ever since it won the Oscar. After the Academy 
Awards show, millions of people watched, and The Pad Project got inundated with 
emails and requests for help and with stories. The Internet has been very good for 
getting the word out about this. It also makes information about menstruation 
available to people who might not otherwise have access.

One of the most exciting things I read about in the book was the Revolutionary  
Girls Baking Society. Can you tell us a little bit about it?

I found this story on Twitter. There was an image of tampon cookies with a story 
about how a group of middle-schoolers had gone to their principal and said they 
should have period products in the bathroom. He said, “No, because someone is 
going to abuse the privilege.” Those were his words! So, what did those girls do? They 

went home and baked tampon 
cookies – which were very accu-
rate – strings and all.

The story blew up on 
Twitter and it got back to the 
principal, so he was shamed 
into making the period prod-
ucts available. The girls had a 
website up called Revolutionary 
Girls Baking Society, and while 
their message was focused on 
menstruation, it encouraged 
people to get involved and made 
the point that menstruation is 
connected to other issues and 
basic fairness. 

What I loved was the 
sense of humor, the refusal 
to be ashamed or quiet. The 

menstrual justice movement in the US is largely powered by young people in 
middle school, high school, and college. And it goes beyond their own schools.

In Brookline, for example, there are now free period products in the town’s 
public buildings because of an op-ed written by a high school student about the 
need for free products at her school. Someone on the Town Council read her 
story, brought the issue to her colleagues, and an ordinance was passed. 

States all over the country are now passing laws making period products free 
in schools, shelters, and prisons, virtually all because of efforts by female legisla-
tors and their constituents.

I remember that when I was a kid, you had to pay 10 cents to get a tampon  
from the machine.

And the machines were always broken, weren’t they? Of course, it costs much 
more now, and what about kids who don’t have money? 

If you’re in school and you need a pad, if you’re lucky someone will tell you 
to go to the nurse’s office. But why? Having your period is not being sick. And 
then, in many schools, there’s no money in the budget for period products, so the 
nurses end up buying supplies. 

Tampon cookies baked by the  
Revolutionary Girls Baking Society
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When people ask why “we” should pay for period products, I talk about toilet 

paper. We’re not carrying toilet paper around with us, are we? Half of the popu-
lation, at some point, needs this the way you need toilet paper. Period products 
should be available and free in public bathrooms. Period!

It’s not as if people are going to hoard them.

People steal toilet paper, but that doesn’t stop us from putting free toilet 
paper in bathrooms. 

Toward the very end of the book, you mentioned a writer saying that providing 
menstrual products is a rather paternalistic way of dealing with the problem. I’m 
thinking along the lines of “Give a man a fish, he’ll eat for a day, teach a man to 
fish, and he’ll eat for a lifetime.” Being able to provide the machines to manufac-
ture pads was a step in that direction, giving women the opportunity to earn money 
and help support their families. At one point in the documentary, a young woman 
talks about how she gave her brother a gift. Usually, it’s the brother who always 
gives her a gift, but now she has the wherewithal to do it. Another woman was 
planning to use the money she earns to train to become a police officer. Ironically, 
it’s a man who designed the machine.

What’s wonderful about the inventor – Aranachalam Muruganantham – is 
that he refused to patent his machine, which would have made him a lot of 
money. But he wanted people to improve on what he’d done so they could reach 
more women. He knew those machines could be a boon to women’s empower-
ment. The notion that we can fix menstrual injustice just by providing products 
is unfortunate. 

Days for Girls is an early program in sending sent period supplies to Africa, 
and while they continue to do that, they also fund and support microbusinesses 
and training so the local women become educators. So, there’s this sisterhood 
empowerment element to this. 

Is there anything else that I have not asked you that you’d like to tell me?

I am struck by the amount of energy for menstrual justice in the Jewish 
world, among Hadassah groups, NCJW, synagogues, youth groups. For example, 
Melissa Berton, founder of The Pad Project, is Jewish. It’s interesting that 
younger women show up because the issue speaks to them. Everybody’s been 
without a pad or tampon at least once, and the idea that people are missing 
school because of that? Because their mothers can’t afford the products? It just 
feels personal.

This fits in with the cohort of young social justice warriors like Malala, Greta, 
and Emma – young women we know by their first names. I have tremendous 
faith in them all.

at the scene, his subsequent behavior and costly problems with the property – 
he’d spent more than $200,000 repairing the $55,000 home and still didn’t have 
running water – all generated suspicion that he had set the fire to secure an 
insurance payout.

He was convicted of doing so the following year and sentenced to six months in 
prison and a $10,000 fine. He served 40 days.

Throughout his trial and afterwards, Jacobson, who lived full time in 
suburban New York City, argued that he was innocent. That insistence stymied 
four petitions for a pardon over 15 years, his lawyers said.

“He is a man who has spent his life helping other people,” Cordy, his attorney 
of 26 years, told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency. “A pardon was within his grasp 
time and again in the 1990s in light of his engagement with and many contribu-
tions made to his community over the years – but only if he would confess to a 
crime that he did not commit – and he could not bring himself to do that.”

Jacobson argued that multiple errors had tainted the investigation and trial. A 
leading arson expert who has argued for improvements in how forensic investiga-
tions are conducted, John Lentini, testified that errors in the handling of evidence 
in Jacobson’s case were the most egregious he’d seen in 47 years.

But the challenge that ultimately had the most influence on Harrington 
stemmed from a sworn statement from one of the original jurors just months 
after the trial, revealing anti-Semitic views expressed by the woman charged with 
leading the jury.

“From the beginning of our deliberations, the forelady of the jury … repeatedly 
made reference to Mr. Jacobson as being ‘one of those New York Jews who think 
they can come up here and get away with anything,’” the juror recalled the fore-
woman saying at the time.

An alternate juror echoed that observation in a sworn statement.
“When the jury first went out to deliberate they had only been in there, I would 

say less than five minutes, when I overheard one of the ladies say to the other, 
‘Well, this is not going to take very long. We should finish this real quick because 
you know he’s guilty.’ And says, ‘All those rich, New York Jews come up here and 
think they can do anything and get away with it,’” the alternate juror wrote.

A state appeals court in 1985 rejected the idea that anti-Semitism had shaped 
the conviction, noting that the judge interviewed jurors and found no credible 
evidence that those comments had influenced the jury. A verdict against a  
co-defendant was set aside then.

The group is “not aware of another case where anti-Semitism seeped into jury 
deliberations of the facts the case,” New England ADL regional director Robert 
Trestan told JTA. But, he added, “We have to wonder whether there are other 
cases that had the same result but have not yet been exposed.”

In its amicus brief, the ADL argued that Jacobson’s case shed light on a 
persistent stereotype that Jews are “avaricious and greedy.” Trestan placed the 
case in the context of the ADL’s most recent report about anti-Semitism in the 
United States, which found the third highest year on record since the organiza-
tion began its tracking in 1979.

Anti-Semitism is present across American society, Trestan said.
“The criminal justice system is no exception,” he said. “This case is a vivid 

reminder of the danger posed by anti-Semitism and the need for greater educa-
tion efforts at all levels.”

CONVICTION OVERTURNED, 
continued from page 8



 Page 22 Berkshire Jewish Voice   •   jewishberkshires.org May 10 to June 14, 2022

Heidi Katz on the 
marriage of her  
daughter, Hilary Katz, to 
Matthew Roberts.

Rachel Fedderly on  
her engagement to  
Jason Chojecki.

Elaine Friedman on her 
91st birthday.

Kayla Miller, celebrating 
her Bat Mitzvah at 
Congregation Beth Israel 
in North Adams. Proud 
parents are Steven 
and Liz Miller and 
grandparents are Judy 
and Jeff Gelfand.

MAZEL TOV!

Knesset Israel
16 Colt Road, Pittsfield

ONGOING MINYANS

Sunday 8:45 a.m. and 7 p.m.

Tuesday 7 p.m.

Thursday 7 p.m.

Friday 7 a.m. and 5:45 p.m.

Saturday 9:30 a.m.  

and evenings approximately 
 30 minutes before sunset

SHABBAT CANDLE 
LIGHTING TIMES
Candle Times

Friday, May 13 7:47 p.m.

Friday, May 20 7:54 p.m.

Friday, May 27 8:01 p.m.

Friday, June 3 8:05 p.m.

Saturday, (Erev Shavuot), 
   June 4  9:08 p.m.

Sunday (Shavuot), 
   June 5 9:08 p.m.

Friday, June 10 8:11 p.m.

Meals-on-Wheels & Meals to Go – Advance Reservation Required

Kosher lunch will be prepared Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday through the end of May –  
starting in June, lunches will be prepared only on Mondays and Thursdays. Tuesday lunches 
resume in the autumn. Meals to go will be ready by noon for pickup at the Knesset Israel 
kitchen door, 16 Colt Road in Pittsfield. All meals-on-wheels will be delivered by Federation 
volunteers in the early afternoon. 

Please call (413) 442-2200 no later than 9 a.m. to reserve your meal for pickup and to arrange delivery if  
standing instructions are not in place. All are welcome to reserve meals for pick-up, although delivery may be limited  
in certain circumstances. 

The menus listed below are planned, but may be modified depending on availability of ingredients. When making a  
reservation, please inform us if a person in your party has a food allergy. Adults 60 and over: $3 suggested donation.  
Adults under 60: $7 per person.

Volunteers are Vital! Volunteer drivers who can deliver meals-on-wheels are always appreciated. Please call Molly Meador 
at (413) 442-4360, ext. 14. The Federation’s kosher hot lunch program is offered in collaboration with Elder Services of 
Berkshire County.

MAY

Tuesday, 10 ............Chef’s selection  
of macaroni & cheese, stewed 
tomatoes, salad, muffins, and fruit 
cocktail.

Thursday, 12 ..........Ziti and sauce 
with “sausage”, cheese stick, salad, 
Italian beans, garlic bread, and 
Mandarin oranges.

Monday, 16 ............Salisbury 
steak**#, hash brown potatoes, 
salad, whole wheat bread, and pears.

Tuesday, 17 .............. Sweet & sour 
chicken with vegetables, mini egg rolls, 
brown rice, Oriental blend vegetables, 
potato bread, and tropical fruit .

Thursday, 19 ............ Spanish style  
fish, noodles, salad, Italian bread,  
and brownies.

Monday, 23 ............. Spaghetti and 
meat sauce#, mixed vegetables, salad, 
rolls, and applesauce.

Tuesday, 24 .............. Roasted 
chicken**#, rice pilaf, baby carrots, 
farmer’s loaf, and parve cookies.

Thursday, 26 ............ Hot dogs and 
beans, salad, potato chips, hot dog 
rolls, and apricots.

Monday, 30 ............. Closed for 
Memorial Day

Tuesday, 31 .............. Tuna salad 
platters**#, coleslaw, three bean salad, 
rye bread, and peaches.

JUNE.

Thursday, 2 ............Blintze souffle, 
fruit salad, asparagus cuts n tips, 
salad, Challah, and cookies.

Monday, 6 ..............  
Closed for Shavuot

Thursday, 9 ............Fresh fish**, 
borscht and potato, salad, couscous, 
broccoli, muffins, and fruit cocktail.

Monday, 13 ............Apricot glazed 
chicken**#, salad, rice pilaf, mixed 
vegetables, rye bread, and pears.

Thursday, 16 ..........Hot dogs 
and hamburgers**#, coleslaw, 
salad, vegetarian beans, rolls, and 
watermelon.

Monday, 20 ............Closed for 
Juneteenth

Gluten-Free Main Entrée ** and Dairy-Free Main Entrée #

PLEASE NOTE: The Elder Services 
Senior Nutrition Program, under 
which the Federation operates 
its kosher lunch program, raised 
the suggested donation to $3 a 
meal. The suggested donation is 
completely voluntary. Seniors who 
cannot pay a voluntary donation 
will continue to receive a meal, no 
questions asked. We appreciate your 
understanding.

 (413) 442-2200.

✡  DONATE.  ✡  VOLUNTEER.  ✡  MAKE A DIFFERENCE. ✡

You can now read 
and share Berkshire 
Jewish Voice feature 
stories online! Visit 
jewishberkshires.org 
and select Community 
& Events>Berkshire 
Jewish Voice for links 
to highlights of current 
and past issues.
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North Adams | Pittsfield | Williamstown              
Quincy | Rockland | Scituate

mountainone.com

LOCAL LEADERS &
TRUSTED PARTNERS

Jonathan Denmark, President & COO 
MountainOne Insurance

MountainOne Bank is: Member FDIC | Member DIF 

The financial advisors of MountainOne Investments offer securities and advisory services through 
Commonwealth Financial Network®, member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Adviser. Fixed 
insurance products and services offered through CES Insurance Agency or MountainOne Investments. 
MountainOne Bank is not a registered broker-dealer or Registered Investment Adviser. MountainOne 
Bank and MountainOne Insurance are not affiliated with Commonwealth. MountainOne Investments’ 
main office is located at 85 Main Street, Suite 100, North Adams, MA 01247. (413) 664-4025

Insurance and Investments are not insured by the FDIC and are not deposits or obligations of, or 
guaranteed by, any depository institution. Funds are subject to investment risks, including possible 
loss of principal investment. 

 

 
 

 
 

FEDERATION’S 
82nd ANNUAL MEETING 

 

Tuesday, June 28 at 7:30 pm 
The Mount, 2 Plunkett St., Lenox  

 
Join the Berkshire Jewish community under the trees for a 

celebratory reception followed by a brief business 
meeting, board elections, and guest speakers. 

 

 
 

 

Responding to Crisis in Ukraine  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

a record back close to the time of the 
conviction, and that issue was con-
sidered on appeal, [but the convic-
tion] was upheld. There were some 
other issues that were brought up 
as well in the post-conviction fil-
ings about the handling of some of 
the arson evidence, and there were 
things that happened in the trial 
that certainly wouldn’t be acceptable 
by today’s standards. But the law is 
very static, and there’s a huge push 
to uphold what was done in the past. 
So people had certainly considered 
these issues, but when they’d been 
considered previously, the decision 
was that they were not significant 
enough to reverse the conviction. 

The standard for a motion for a 
new trial is like newly-discovered evi-
dence or a change in the law. So for 
us, even though issues had already 
been considered that recognized the 
fundamental unfairness of the jury 
issue, it took us a little time to land 
on how we wanted to deal with that. 
We hung our hats on the fact that 
there was a change in the law in 
terms of how claims of juror miscon-
duct and juror bias are handled. We 
would handle things very differently 
if something like that happened in a 
trial today versus it happening in a 
trial in the early 1980s.

Mr. Jacobson had been very 
persistent in seeking to overturn 
his conviction and clear his name, 
and he had been working with his 
attorney, Bob Cordy, for a very long 
time. They’d gone through a pro-
cess of seeking some relief from 
the governor, but had always been 
denied. I do think that some of [the 
Jacobson team’s] thinking was that 

because I have a particular interest 
in post-conviction and a philosophy 
that prosecutors have a moral and 
a legal and an ethical obligation to 
work to right past injustices, that 
they saw an opening in petitioning 
once again.

Although this involved a Jewish 
person, it’s not just a Jewish issue. 
It’s an issue of prejudice and how 
juries can make decisions based on 
their feelings towards ethnic groups. 
In Berkshire County today, what 
is your office able to do to make 
sure these kinds of decisions are 
not reached on the basis of ethnic 
prejudice?

The idea of having fair and 
impartial jury trials is so fundamen-
tal to justice and to our commu-
nity’s faith that the system is fair. 
We have been working to improve 
the diverse makeup of juries here 
in Berkshire County and to ensure 
that verdicts are rendered impar-
tially and without bias. So the 
things that we have been doing to 
effectuate that is that in our district 
court jury trials, we have not been 
seeking peremptory challenges, 
which lawyers can use for basi-
cally any reason with the exception 
being that they cannot be motivated 
by any kind of racial or ethnic or 
gender bias. We’ve eliminated using 
peremptory challenges in our dis-
trict court cases because in those 
kinds of cases, we might get a situa-
tion where we have maybe only one 
person of color on a voir dire for a 
Berkshire County jury. Because we 
are predominantly a white com-
munity, we might end up with an 

all-white jury, and that’s something 
that we want to avoid.

The other thing that we did is we 
eliminate asking race or ethnicity- 
based jury selection questions. It 
used to be a standard question to 
ask potential jurors if they felt that 
the criminal legal system was some-
how unfair to people from historically 
marginalized groups. And we stopped 
asking those questions because 
all you need to do is see the data 
or watch what’s happening on the 
news, and you can very clearly see 
that there are real injustices perpe-
trated against people from histori-
cally marginalized groups. So that’s 
a very reasonable belief for people 
to hold. We are doing training in my 
office around how we properly use 
peremptory challenges in our supe-
rior court cases. There’s also some 
proposed legislation around that, 
too, that I’m very interested that 
we’re starting to talk about this here 
in Massachusetts.

Is there anything that you want to add 
that perhaps I have not touched on 
about the Jacobson case?

There is a statewide recommen-
dation that all district attorney’s 
offices have a conviction integrity 
review process where prosecutors 
proactively look at old cases and 
look for these kinds of unjust out-
comes. We are working on securing 
the resources that we need in order 
to do those kinds of reviews. I think 
that they’re important because they 
also create a culture of conviction 
integrity throughout the district 
attorney offices and the larger law 
enforcement community.

D.A. ANDREA HARRINGTON, 
continued from page 8

LOCAL NEWS

A Year with 
Martin Buber: 
Wisdom from the 
Weekly Torah 
Portion by Lenox 
resident Rabbi 
Dennis Ross 
was named one 
of the “Top Ten” 
of 2022 by the 
Academy of 
Parish Clergy.

A Year with Martin Buber is the 
most recent contribution to the Jewish 
Publication Society Daily Inspiration 
Series. It is the first book to explore the 
weekly Torah reading through the eyes 
of Jewish spiritual luminary, Martin 
Buber, best known for his classic, I 
and Thou. An excerpt from the book 
appeared in the Berkshire Jewish Voice 
last January.

As one of the “Top Ten” of the 
Academy of Parish Clergy, A Year with 
Martin Buber displays “excellence and 
helpfulness” and contributes to the 
“spiritual and professional develop-
ment of religious professionals.”

The Academy of Parish Clergy 
affirms “dialogue, collegiality and 
continued enhancement of pastoral 
skills and competency, all directed 
towards identifying and addressing 
the spiritual needs and welfare of  
their communities, both nearby  
and globally.”

A Year with Martin 
Buber by Rabbi 
Dennis Ross 
Receives “Top 
Ten” Recognition

Rabbi Dennis Ross
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On Thursday, May 12 at 10:45 a.m., explore the Jewish Federation of 
the Berkshires’ partnership with the Afula-Gilboa region through this live 
virtual tour of the Mishkan Museum of Art in Kibbutz Ein Harod, the first 
art museum built in Israel and home to one of the most important collec-
tions of Israeli and Jewish art.  

Guided by museum educator Tanya Fredman, you’ll learn about the 
museum’s incredible beginnings in pre-state Israel, explore the exhibitions, 
and glimpse some of the groundbreaking educational programs happening 
at the Mishkan – including a collaboration between the Mishkan and the 
Clark Art Institute in Williamstown. “Disruption and Reemergence” is a 
program that brings together high school students from Israel and the 
Berkshires, combining museum visits, art workshops, and collaborative 
digital projects. Federation funds will enable Israeli students to participate 
with their Berkshire peers.

This special ZoomArt virtual experience is a digital guided tour of the 
Mishkan exploring the history of the early kibbutz founders, Israeli artists 
today, and themes in Jewish art and Judaica. Visit the calendar of events 
at jewishberkshires.org to register.

About The Mishkan Museum of Art
Mishkan was founded in 1938 on the core belief that art is an essen-

tial part of life for all. Through its rich collection of approximately 20,000 
works of Jewish and Israeli art, its renowned architecture, and acclaimed 

contemporary exhibits, the Mishkan is dedicated to making art accessible 
to people of all backgrounds and ages. 

The Mishkan’s innovative educational programs aim to broaden perspec-
tives, instill a love of art, engage youth in a relevant conversation about 
identity and history, and create a shared cultural conversation. As a 
communal institution with international reach, it provides a neutral and 
inclusive space offering a unique opportunity for collaboration and conversa-
tion, paving the way to a more respectful coexistence and peaceful future.

About Our Presenter
Tanya Fredman is an educator and guide at the Mishkan Museum 

of Art. Originally from St. Louis, Missouri, and with deep ties to the 
Berkshires, Tanya made aliyah to Israel in 2011 and has been working 
at the museum for four years. As part of the museum’s education depart-
ment, she creates meaningful experiences for children and people of all 
ages to encounter artwork, history, and one another.

In 2019, Fredman participated in Project Zug, organized as part of the 
Jewish Agency for Israel’s Partnership2Gether program that connects 
Israel’s Afula/Gilboa region and Connecticut and Massachusetts communi-
ties participating in the Southern New England Consortium (SNEC). Seven 
Berkshires artists took part in “Tehilim Zug,” and Fredman wrote the 
catalog for the show.

Our Lives Require Art…
A virtual tour of the Mishkan Museum of Art, Ein Harod, on May 12

Yehoshua Brandstatter, “Shabbat at the Foot of Mount Gilboa” (1963-66, oil on canvas)

Poster art for the 1923 film, The Ten Commandments (Source: IMDb).  
You gotta love “Story by Jeanie MacPherson.”

US Postal Service honors Jewish 
poet Shel Silverstein with  
‘The Giving Tree’ stamps
By Shira Hanau / JTA

Happy Shavuot  
from Your Federation!

The United States Postal Service 
released a new series of Forever stamps 
in March in honor of Shel Silverstein, 
the Jewish author and illustrator who 
died in 1999.

The stamps commemorate what 
is perhaps Silverstein’s most famous 
book, The Giving Tree, which tells the 
story of the relationship between a 
boy and a tree. The stamps feature 
an image of the boy from the story 
catching an apple with Silverstein’s 
name written below.

“The issuance honors the extraor-
dinarily versatile Shel Silverstein 
(1930-1999), one of the 20th centu-
ry’s most imaginative authors and 
illustrators. His picture book, The 
Giving Tree, and his quirky poetry 
collections are beloved by children 
everywhere,” the description on the 
postal service’s website reads.

Silverstein was born in 1930 
to a middle-class Jewish family in 
Chicago. He started drawing and 
writing from a young age and drew 
his first cartoons for adult readers when he was a GI in Japan 
and Korea. In addition to his career as a children’s book author,  
Silverstein was a prolific songwriter and playwright.


