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Purim in Annapolis
Thank you to Delegate Marc Korman
and Senator Cheryl Kagan for noting
the hamantaschen given to members
of the general assembly by BJC & JCRC
of Greater Washington on Friday and
explaining the Purim celebration. We
appreciate your thoughtful words
commemorating the holiday.
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The Baltimore Jewish Council’s Government Relations Committee has
voted to support legislation proposed by Senator Bobby Zirkin and
others to transform Maryland’s current moratorium on fracking into a
ban on the practice of extracting natural gas. The proposed ban has
been approved by the House of Delegates and remains under
consideration in the Senate.
Thank you to the Delegates who voted to
support HB1 -- the Maryland Healthy Working
Families Act for earned sick and safe leave.
Due to your hard work, and the hard work of
many state and local advocates, the bill has
been approved by the House, and the Senate
is scheduled to vote on a similar proposal
later today. The two chambers will need to
work out their differences before final
passage.

BOOST Budget Update
As the budget moves through the House of Delegates and the Senate,
the two chambers appear headed on different paths for the BOOST
tuition scholarship initiative that has helped so many families
attending our Jewish day schools. On Friday, the House Appropriations
Committee voted to significantly cut back on Governor Hogan's
proposal to increase funding for BOOST from $5 million to $7 million,
asking for a decrease to $2 million in funding. They also recommended
new limits on the program that would direct the scholarships only to
children previously attending public schools. The Senate Budget and
Taxation Committee will be making its recommendations in the coming
days, and we are hopeful senators will be more supportive of the
BOOST initiative. Stay tuned for upcoming developments.

