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Before I get started, I’d be remiss if I didn’t thank the Federation for further 
perpetuating the confusion within the community between the Saratovsky and 
Karakowsky families! So, just to set the record straight – my husband is the one who 
asks for money – Debbie’s husband is the one who helps you make more of it. They 
actually make quite the Duo…. 
 
Arturo was born and raised in Monterrey, Mexico, and I was born and raised in Omaha, 
NE – but I’m pretty sure our families came from the same shtetl in Poland. Needless to 
say, I am grateful to share tonight’s honor with my dear friend Arturo, as well as Rabbi 
Herman, Rachel Davis, and of course the Barish Family.  
 
I am humbled to stand before you to accept the Barbara and Harold Falik Young Adult 
Leadership Award. Somewhere along the way my mother told me I should always 
accept a compliment -- even if I don't feel I deserve it. So, I will humor her and all of you 
by simply saying “thank you”.... 
 
And, since this award comes with three minutes to address you this evening – it will 
come as no surprise to many of you, that I chose to use this time to challenge you…and 
really, to challenge all of us.  
 
L’dor v’dor – from generation to generation… we truly are in this together.  
 
I am the product of two life-long Jewish communal professionals, and I am the wife of 
one as well  -- I suppose you could say that engagement in the Jewish community is 
simply part of my DNA. While there was no question growing up and moving into 
adulthood that I would prioritize my connection to the Jewish community and make it a 
central part of my life – as I looked around, I also knew this was simply not a given for 
many of my peers. And perhaps that is what drives my engagement even more today. 
 
The truth is, our world is changing - and while change is nothing new, the accelerated 
speed of change is having an impact on all of us -- politically, socially, economically, 
technologically....and the Jewish community is not immune to this change. While my 
generation is lucky to stand on the shoulders of those families and leaders who came 
before us – like Barbara and Harold Falik of blessed memory, and so many others who 
are in the room tonight -- our job as young leaders today is complex. It's complex for 
reasons that generations before ours could have never imagined or predicted. We’re 
connected 24-7 – the world is a much more dangerous place – Jews are under attack 
here and around the world – and we’re another generation removed from the 
Holocaust. 
 



And just as complex as it is for us today....I look out at my daughter Liya this evening, 
and I know that if we don't course correct, the challenges that she and her brother and 
sister will inherit will be even greater than ours.   
 
Every generation that comes along believes it is poised to change the world -- to leave 
it a little better than the way they found it. My generation is no different -- yet, the way 
we engage with organizations looks much different than it did just one or two 
generations ago. 
 
The reality is, there are far too many organizations competing for our limited time, 
dollars, and attention.  
 
Today, it is not enough to simply write a check and trust that money will have the 
intended impact – we want to follow the dollars and understand who it is reaching.  
 
Today, it is not enough to “be” Jewish – we have to find ways to “do” Jewish - and 
sometimes this means creating innovative ways of being Jewish.  
 
The organizations who are most successful at engaging my generation are the ones 
making a transition from seeing my generation as donors – and instead seeing us as 
investors. The “pay-to-play” model of engagement is outdated -- the institutions and 
the buildings are already built, the infrastructure is in place. But are the seats being 
filled? Is there an authentic sense of community when people walk in the doors? Can 
people find Jewish “community” beyond the walls of our institutions? 
 
My generation wants to be seen as the creators of ideas, of experiences and of 
solutions. Yes – we will donate money – but we want to be seen as investors and not 
just contributors… 
 
These experiences cost money and they won’t happen without a strong foundation – 
and they won’t happen without a strong Federation. But it’s on all of us to ensure that 
we are riding this wave of change together. That we are having these important 
conversations wherever Jews are.  And, that’s not just in board rooms or in synagogues 
– it’s also in living rooms, at yoga studios, and in Starbucks….because our community is 
larger than what any one of our institutions can provide.  
 
So tonight, as I stand here and accept the young Leader Award, I know that my job is 
only beginning – that our generation is ready to accept the baton. I accept it from my 
parents -- and from the many Jewish leaders here in Houston who have built this strong 
and vibrant community. 
 
My generation is ready to lead in order to make this an even stronger community – for 
the sake of our future as Jews in Houston, for the sake of the future of Israel and world 



Jewry – and most importantly so that we can one day pass the responsibility and the 
obligation to our children. 
 
 


