
 

Yom Moreh 
The Jewish Federation’s Back to School Professional Development Seminar  

for Day School and Congregational School teachers 
 

Sunday, August 19, 2018 
Houston Congregation for Reform Judaism 

801 Bering Drive, Houston, TX  77057 
 

No pre-registration needed!  Attend any session! 
If the session you choose to attend is full, don’t worry!    Most classes will be presented in both sessions. 

 
SCHEDULE 

9:00-9:35 AM Welcome and Key Note – The G!D Gap: What it is and why it 
matters presented by Eliana Light 
As Jewish educators, we often use the word “God” in our teaching. How can we delve deeply into 
what G!D is, for our students and for us? Through music, text, and reflection, we’ll explore our role 
as spiritual educators, our own relationship to the Divine, and what that “!” is all about. 

 

9:45-11:00 AM  Breakout Session I  
 

11:05-12:20 PM Breakout Session II 
 

12:30-3:00 PM Staff Faculty Meetings/Lunch (check with your principal) 
 

If your school does not have a staff meeting scheduled, then your day will end after Breakout Session II at 
12:20 pm.    Lunch will be provided only to teachers attending staff meetings. 

 
Presenter Biographies 
Helen Feintuch is a community educator and 
mentor in the Federation’s Morim L’Chaim  
Teacher Mentor program 
Vered Gadot is a Hebrew teacher and World 
Languages Chair at the Emery/Weiner School, and 
the Jewish Federation’s Hebrew consultant 
Eliana Light is a musician, author and Jewish 
educator extraordinaire, www.elianalight.com 
Debi Mishael is Acting Head of School for 
Crossroads School, a private school for students 
with learning differences 
Michelle Renfrow, MA, LPC, is a Counselor at the Robert M. Beren Academy 
Jamie Weiner is the Program Director at Celebration Company, JFS Disability Services                                         
Rebecca Weiner, M.Ed., Educational Consultant 

http://www.elianalight.com/


           Yom Moreh 
No pre-registration!       Attend any session!    

 

9:00-9:35 AM Welcome and Key Note – The G!d Gap presented by Eliana Light 
9:45-11:00 AM - Breakout Session I                                         11:05-12:20 PM - Breakout Session II 

 

Bridging the G!D Gap for Elementary teachers presented by Eliana Light  
(only presented in Break Out Session I) How can we talk about G!D in an expansive way that makes room for a 
diversity of relationship models, spiritual expression, and questions? Together we’ll talk “tachlis,” including media, 
music, learning protocols, and general guidelines to encourage healthy G!D development in our students, no matter 
what you teach in your classroom.  For ALL teachers of grades PreK – 5. 

 

Noticing Moments – Following the Lead of your Students presented by Helen Feintuch  
(only presented in Break Out Session I) Students many times can lead lessons in one direction when your plans have 
another, but those students are sharing questions and curiosities that can lead to wonderous experiences.  This class will 
help you notice those moments and think about how to make the most of the opportunities to explore Jewish learning 
TOGETHER.   For ALL teachers. 
 

Bridging the G!D Gap for Middle and High School teachers presented by Eliana Light  
(only presented in Break Out Session 2) How can we talk about G!D in an expansive way that makes room for a 
diversity of relationship models, spiritual expression, and questions? Together we’ll talk “tachlis,” including media, 
music, learning protocols, and general guidelines to encourage healthy G!D development in our students, no matter 
what you teach in your classroom.  For ALL teachers of grades 6 - 12. 
 

Ten Minutes left and what should I do? presented by Helen Feintuch  
(only presented in Break Out Session 2) This session will help teachers think about ways to fill those 5 – 10 minute 
gaps that occur in the day – what can we do in the 5 minutes that we have until dismissal that will be meaningful and 
engaging for the students?   For ALL teachers. 
 

Have You Found your Compass? presented by Vered Gadot - (Presented in BOTH Breakout 
Sessions) Explore the instruments that will help you choose a better direction to teaching Hebrew.   Learn how to use 
different methods to improve the direction your classes are going. For all Hebrew teachers. 
 

Beyond Say Your Name and What is your Favorite Color by Michelle Renfrow   
(Presented in BOTH Breakout Sessions) Full hands on learning session on fun ways to engage a group. Can be used for 
a classroom setting, with a group of committee members, teachers and students.   Add a ton of great activities to your 
toolbox to be used when you want to build trust and community in your classroom, need to work out a problem, have 
extra time at the end of a class, or just want to have some fun and engage with a group.  Lots of handouts available.  This 
will be physical so wear comfy clothes if you choose to participate.  For ALL teachers. 
 

Relational Teaching presented by Debi Mishael - (Presented in BOTH Breakout Sessions)  
Teachers know the importance of establishing appropriate bonds with students to deepen the classroom experience. As 
Jewish Educators, you are teaching more than subject matter. You are modeling a lifestyle. A teacher who can establish 
a relationship with and amongst her students will significantly increase the impact of their classroom teaching time. 
More importantly, it has the potential to expand the lessons beyond the walls and the academic calendar. This class will 
explore educational theory and principles to support “Relational Teaching,” and will offer techniques and activities you 
can reproduce in your classroom.  For ALL teachers. 
 

Supporting Learners of ALL Abilities presented by Jamie Weiner and Rebecca Weiner  
(Presented in BOTH Breakout Sessions) Inclusion of learners of ALL abilities strengthens the classroom community, 
the teachers' skill set, and the students' learning. Explore what inclusion means and learn strategies for supporting 
success for learners of ALL abilities.  For ALL teachers.   



 

 

One Time Opportunity at the 
 Jewish Federation of Greater Houston’s Yom Moreh  

for day school and congregational school teachers  
of 4th grade and older 

 

Do not miss this special training presented by the National Museum of American 
Jewish History and the Jewish Federation of Greater Houston 

 

The Art of Teaching American Jewish History  
with Museum Resources  

presented by Ronit Lusky, Senior Manager of Education and Interpretation at the  
National Museum of American Jewish History, Philadelphia 

 
Sunday, August 19, 2018 

9:00 am – 12 noon 
 

Jewish Federation of Greater Houston’s Yom Moreh 
 at Houston Congregation for Reform Judaism 

801 Bering Dr.  
 

Join teachers from across the Houston community and educators from the National Museum of 
American Jewish History for an exciting inquiry-based workshop aimed at enhancing the teaching of 
American Jewish history. Learn about the Museum’s digital collection and discover how its lessons 

utilize primary source analysis, foster critical thinking, deepen students’ emotional connection to their 
heritage, and encourage them to develop a sense of historical empathy.   Lessons include the 

Museum’s new curriculum, Open Book, which blends Chevruta, the traditional method of Jewish text 
study, with museum practices of object-based learning by re-imagining a Talmud page. The power of 

objects will also be introduced through the Museum’s Travelling Suitcase, which invites students to play 
the role of historians as they piece together the life story of a real immigrant, Eva Baen.   Participants 

receive lesson plans, high-quality images, student discussion guides, teaching strategies, Museum staff 
support for curriculum development and implementation, and connection to a nationwide network of 

educators who use the Museum as a vital resource. 

 
No charge to attend!              Preregistration is required! 

 
Return completed registration form to Lisa Klein at LKlein@houstonjewish.org. 

Space is limited so apply today! 
 



 

 
Preregistration 

 

The Art of Teaching American Jewish History  
with Museum Resources  

presented by Ronit Lusky, Senior Manager of Education and Interpretation at the  
National Museum of American Jewish History, Philadelphia 

 
 

August 19, 2018 @ 9 am - 12 noon 
 

 

Name:  Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

School:  Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

Grades/Subjects taught:  Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

Do you currently teach American Jewish History?  If yes, please explain.  Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

 

Submit this completed application to Lisa Klein at the Jewish Federation at LKlein@houstonjewish.org 
no later than August 13, 2018. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:LKlein@houstonjewish.org

