
 
 
 

Schedule of Classes 
 
9:30-10:20 am 
 
The Exile and Return of the Jewish Folk Song 
Paula Eisenstein Baker 
Cottage 1 
Until the late 19th century, Jewish folk songs were  transmitted orally. Did publishing folk songs 
change their character? Paula will examine oral vs. written transmission and present a mid-20th 
century cantata that employs Jewish folk material. 
 
Pushcarts & Dreamers: Celebrating Yiddish Folktales 
Rabbi Matthew Berger 
Room 218 
Come and explore the vibrant world of Yiddish folktales. From generation to generation, these 
powerful stories of life, luck and wit continue to speak volumes. They entertain us, connect us 
with each other, and help us understand the world around us. 
 
Let's Create a Hamsah - The Hand of G-d 
Greta Bernitz 
Art Room (208) 
Paint and decorate a pre-made plaster hamsah using a variety of art media. 
 
Talking About Sexuality in the Family: Embracing Jewish Values 
Meryl Cohen 
Conference Room 
This workshop will help parents of young children talk with pride about Jewish heritage and the 
wisdom it brings to informing our daily discourse around sexuality.  V’Shinantam L’Vanecha, 
teach your children well, so that they can live responsible healthy lives guided by Jewish values. 
The speaker’s book Why Is This Sex Book Different From All Other Sex Books? A Parent’s Guide 
to  Embracing Sexuality Through Jewish Wisdom will be given to all participants. 
 
The Kabbalah of Reincarnation 
Rabbi Yaakov Cohen 
Room 215 
Delve into sample texts from the work "Gates of Reincarnation" written by the 16th century 
kabbalist Rabbi Isaac Luria ‘the Ari’ presenting answers to the questions: What are the parts of 
the soul and how do they pertain to me? Am I an old soul or a new one? How many lives does a 
person get? How can I find out what am I here for? And more . . . 
 
 
 
 

Yom Limmud 2018 



 
 
9:30-10:20 am  (continued) 
 
Top Ten Take Aways to Build Positive Classroom Culture 
Laurie Dreyfuss 
Room 220 
Creating an environment  for shared learning and experiences helps to produce the culture of 
the  classroom. This session will help teachers develop a classroom culture  that fosters 
cooperation, social connections, and routines that will lead to amazing educational experiences 
for their students. 
 
Rehabilitation Through Yiddishkeit 
Michael Duke and Rabbi Dovid Goldstein 
Cottage 5 
The Texas Department of Criminal Justice is focused on punishing those who commit crimes. 
Houston Rabbi Dovid Goldstein, in his prison chaplaincy work through TDCJ, is proving what 
can be accomplished by changing the focus on rehabilitation. Michael Duke, Associate Editor of 
the Jewish Herald-Voice, will lead an open conversation and interview with Rabbi Goldstein, 
discussing his fight for the religious rights of Jews behind bars in Texas prisons. 
 
The Torah of Transitions: Navigating Change in our Lives 
Rabbi Joshua Fixler 
Room 216 
What does the Torah teach us about navigating personal, professional, and communal 
transitions? We will examine ancient and modern  texts to help us better understand our natural 
responses to big changes in our lives. Using Torah, Midrash, and modern positive psychology, 
we will discover tools to navigate the wilderness in search of the promised land. 
 
Transgender and Jewish Law 
Rabbi Barry Gelman 
Cottage 7 
A text-based discussion on Jewish law as it applies to transgender issues. 
 
Things You May Not Know About Israel 
Herut Gez 
Cottage 2 
Join Houston’s Israeli Shlicha (emissary) for a dynamic and fast-paced interactive presentation 
exploring different topics about Israel: politics, culture, and current Israeli attitudes.  
 
Talking to Children About God 
Rabbi Jill Levy 
Youth Lounge 
Children love to ask questions, especially ones we are not prepared to answer.  Join other 
parents as we discuss the "G-word" and strategies for how to engage in conversations about God 
in ways that feel meaningful and authentic. 
 



9:30-10:20 am  (continued) 
 
Einstein: the Soul and the Search for the Meaning of Life 
Rabbi Naomi Levy, Barish Shabbat Limmud Scholar 
Board Room 
Rabbi Naomi Levy will take us on a journey into the world of our souls, inspired by 
correspondence between Albert Einstein and a grieving rabbi. We often get so distracted by life's 
daily  demands and pressures that we rarely take the time to see what is planted deep inside us. 
By listening to our souls, we can uncover our true goodness, our calling, our yearnings, our gifts, 
and even our greatness. Once we begin listening to our own souls, we can begin seeing the souls 
of others: seeing beyond our differences to the truth that unites all things. 
 
“Torah of Thrones” 
Rabbi Joshua Lobel 
Room 217 
Based on the hit HBO show “Game of Thrones,” this session will examine the connections 
between the world of Westeros and the world of Jewish values. We will study quotes from Torah 
and Tyrion, midrash and Melissandre.  Winter (and Yom Limmud) are here! 
 
Oral History: The Resilient Houston Project 
Dr. Bernice Heilbrunn Potvin 
Cottage 6 
What is oral history? Why is it important? This session explores the process of oral histories, 
shows examples and starts a conversation on capturing oral history for the Houston Jewish 
Community within the context of Resilient Houston. 
 
Tackling the Troubled Teen by Torah, Talmud, and Therapy 
Rabbi Harvey Rosenstock, M.D. 
Cottage 8 
Seven ways modern psychiatric treatment has benefited from Torah and Talmud will be 
presented, followed by a discussion with practical hints and applications.  
 
Women in the Rabbinate 
Rabbi Samantha Safran 
Room 219 
Women have been formally accepted as rabbis only  since the late twentieth century. Yet their 
breakthrough into the field has impacted modern Jewish life in many ways. What is the history 
of women rabbis within the major American denominations? What wisdom do the early women 
rabbis have to share about their chosen profession? How have women impacted  the rabbinate?  
Come and be inspired by videos and a discussion of this important topic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9:30-10:20 am  (continued) 
 
Casting Lots: Creating a Family in a Beautiful, Broken World 
Rabbi Susan Silverman, Barish Shabbat Limmud Scholar 
Library 
Rabbi Susan Silverman knew from childhood that she would adopt children one day. But she 
never imagined she would become a rabbi -- nor that adopting her children would teach her 
what it meant to be a Jew. Susan will share her story from a secular childhood to meeting both 
her husband and Judaism (at the same time) to creating her own family -- and how her children 
and Judaism deepened and strengthened one another. She will also share her work in 
promoting the adoption of waiting children: those who are older, in sibling groups or who have 
special needs. 
 
Let Me Touch the Strings of Your Souls 
Cantor Vadim Tunitsky 
Proler Chapel 
Our souls are ageless. They ask for a special touch, when we are young. But particularly when 
we are old. Because the soul given by God is ours and stays young. Forever. 
 
"The Petihta: A Classic Form of Midrash” 
Rabbi Kenny Weiss 
Cottage 4 
The ancient rabbis knew how to keep one’s attention: start a sermon “off in left field” and leave 
the congregation guessing where it will end up. This is the petihta - a literary form of midrash 
(biblical interpretation) that engages the congregation by weaving its way through biblical 
verses until it concludes with the weekly Torah portion. No Hebrew required for this amazing 
journey. 
 
 
 
9:30-11:40 am 
 
Why Play? Identification of Play Schemas 
Jenna Kalkman Turner, Shirley Barish Education Enrichment Scholar 
Oshman Multi-Purpose Room 
Play is an important aspect of any early childhood classroom. This workshop will help teachers 
to identify different play schema and theorists. Teachers will interact with a variety of materials 
to connect play to children's learning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9:30 am-12:20 pm 
 
Hebrew Jump Start 
Rabbi Stuart Federow 
Cottage 3 
The first step to understanding the Hebrew Scriptures or the Prayer Book in the language in 
which they were written is to be able to read, to vocalize, the Hebrew letters and vowels. Hebrew 
is an easier language to learn to read than English because Hebrew is phonetic, and the 
pronunciation is consistent. In just three hours we will learn to vocalize, to pronounce, the 
Hebrew letters and vowels. We will be reading from the Prayer Book or the Bible, in the original 
Hebrew language, in the third hour. 
 
 
10:30-11:20 am 
 
Education is Freedom: Making Room for Everyone at the Table  
Joseph (JB) Bensmihen 
Cottage 7 
The lessons JB learned as he advocated for himself to take a place at the table are applicable to 
everyone regardless of ability. Everyone who attends will receive his book, Taking Your Place at 
the Table, courtesy of the JFS Alexander Institute for Inclusion. 
 
What's in a Name? 
Gabi Gelman 
Room 217 
An exploration of the family dynamics in the house of Jacob as revealed in the naming of his 12 
sons. 
 
Bagels and Burekas: Jewish Histories through Food 
Dr. Mark Goldberg 
Cottage 6 
This course will explore Jewish histories by focusing on historical cookbooks and cuisine. It will 
demonstrate how food can teach us about a variety of Jewish experiences in the past. 
 
Anti-Semitism 2018: Looking Back, Moving Forward 
Dayan Gross 
Cottage 5 
Find out how anti-Semitism has increased in the past  several years, why ADL thinks it is 
happening, and what ADL and you can do about it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



10:30-11:20 am  (continued) 
 
Creating a Virtual Midrash 
Rona Lesser 
Art Room (208) 
Based on Jo Milgrom’s book Handmade Midrash, we will study a text and commentaries from 
Torah or liturgy and then express ourselves through torn paper to create a visual Midrash.  No 
artistic skills required and the experience can be used in classrooms with other texts for adults or 
students of almost any age.  We will also look at examples of Visual Midrash from modern and 
historic art history. 
 
Helping Your Children Understand Death 
Rabbi Matt Michaels 
Youth Lounge 
The topic of "death & dying" is not an easy subject to discuss, especially with our children. Come 
learn how to approach this issue in age-appropriate ways. 
 
What I Love Most about Israel - and What I Fear Most 
Rabbi David Rosen 
Cottage 1 
For nearly 50 years, Rabbi Rosen has been traveling and, each summer, living in Israel.  Clearly 
he loves Israel, its people, its land, its history. After a half century, what moves and touches him 
most,  and what worries him most as someone who cares deeply about the future of the Jewish 
State? 
 
Shema Moments: Taking Everyday Moments and Making Them Jewish 
Rabbi Samantha Safran 
Conference Room 
We are occupied with our roles as parents from morning until night, and we often tend to miss 
crucial and ripe opportunities to instill a love of Judaism in our children. How can we train 
ourselves to frame their days (and ours) Jewishly? Using Jewish Spiritual Parenting, by Rabbi 
Paul Kipnes and Michelle November, MSW, we will learn about three practical ways to “pause” 
in our busy lives and appreciate the holiness of a day with our kids. 
 
Women and the Ten Commandments 
Dr. Caryn Tamber-Rosenau 
Room 219 
The giving of the Ten Commandments is arguably the climax of the Torah. This discussion-
based class will explore who is included and excluded from this pivotal moment at Sinai, with 
special attention to whether and how women are addressed and treated in the text. 
 
A Tribute to Reb Zalman, the Hassidic Founder of Jewish Renewal 
Rabbi Ranon Teller 
Room 220 
An exploration of Reb Zalman’s teachings through text, video and song. Come and learn about 
the life and times of an extraordinary neo-hassidic master and his influence on a generation of 
students and followers.   



10:30-11:40 am 
 
Let it Begin with Me: Songs of Peace and Freedom 
Noah Aronson and Cantor Rollin Simmons 
Cottage 4 
Join us for singing and reflection, as we delve into music new and old around the themes of 
peace and freedom. We will lift our voices together learning new tunes, and some “oldies but 
goodies”  by Jeff Klepper, Tom Paxton, Ruth Pelham, and more. 
 
Project Based Learning, Part 1 
Vered Gadot 
Room 218 
A two-part series to help teachers learn strategies to implement Project Based Learning (PBL) in 
their classrooms. Learning comes alive for students by working on an extended project that 
engages them in solving a real-world problem or answering a complex question. PBL unleashes 
a contagious, creative energy among students and teachers. The project is focused on student 
learning goals and includes Essential Project Design Elements. Teachers will be paired up for 
project planning. Part two will take place at the Federation on April 16, 2018.  
 
What's Wrong with Israeli Politics and How to Fix It 
Dr. Reuven Hazan, ERJCC Leo Horvitz Scholar 
Library 
Which of the basic criteria that define the Israeli political system are responsible for the 
problems of Israeli politics? As Israel approaches 70, what has been done to address these 
problems? What has worked, and what has backfired? What reforms are now being debated? 
 
The Rum Running Rabbi and Other Early Stories from Texas' Oldest Jewish 
Communities 
Rabbi Emeritus Jimmy Kessler 
Room 215  
Early Jewish settlers first came to Texas in the 1500's, about 100 years before Jews arrived at New 
Amsterdam. They practiced their faith as best they could, sometimes publicly, sometimes 
secretly. Yet they saw themselves as Jews, and we are their heirs. 
 
Ten Mistakes Teachers Make in the Classroom and How to Fix Them 
Debi Mishael 
Cottage 8 
This session will explore some global "mistakes" teachers make in the classroom and focus on 
ideas and educational pedagogy to repair or avoid them entirely. This class is both for new and 
veteran teachers. Debi provides many examples and concrete, creative ways help ensure your 
classroom truly reflects your educational goals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



10:30-11:40 am  (continued) 
 
The Gender of God in Biblical Israel 
Dr. Benjamin D. Sommer, Barish Shabbat Limmud Scholar 
Board Room 
How did our ancestors and forebears in ancient Israel think about God in relationship to sex 
and gender? We will examine both archaeological evidence and some surprising biblical texts as 
we explore this question. 
 
 
11:30 am-12:15 pm 
 
“Kindness Every Day” 
Nitsana Lazerus and her Magic Puppets 
Proler Chapel 

 
 
11:30 am-12:20 pm 
 
Pro-Israel Politics and the 2018 Election 
Madeline Burak 
Room 216 
This session will discuss pro-Israel activism and the work that AIPAC is doing to ensure a strong 
US-Israel relationship. Additionally, this session will provide an update on key congressional 
races in our region and how we are working to educate every candidate running for Congress on 
our issues. We will also discuss recent developments in Israel and the region. 
 
The "Hidden Light" of Justice 
Rabbi Oren Hayon 
Cottage 6 
The Bible's description of the first day of Creation in Genesis 1 offers a fascinating insight about 
social justice in Judaism. Come explore interesting texts and ideas. No previous knowledge 
necessary! 
 
Judaism and Resilience: What We Learn from our Tradition and Ourselves 
Rabbi Jill Levy 
Cottage 1 
The Houston community is all too familiar with the need to be resilient in difficult times. Come 
join the conversation about what in Jewish text and tradition provides us the courage to keep 
moving forward when we have every reason to stand still. 
 
Why are We Here? The Purpose of Creation 
Rabbi Gidon Moskovitz 
Cottage 7 
Exploring Judaism's answer to one of the most basic existential questions. 
 
 



11:30 am-12:20 pm  (continued) 
 
From Russia with Love: The Story of Russian Jews and their Path to Israel 
Miki Plotkin 
Room 220 
Not long ago, it was forbidden to be a Jew in the USSR, or even to leave the country to live as a 
Jew in Israel. That is, until a “group of students and housewives decided to unite the Jewish 
world and to break the gates of the USSR.” (Natan Sharansky) In this lecture, we will discover the 
story of the Refusnikim through my family’s personal story. We will explore the Aliya process 
and the life of former USSR Jews in Israel and in Russia today. 
 
The Happy Challenge 
Rabbi Moishe Traxler 
Cottage 5 
Three secrets to surmount life's challenges and really be happy. 
 
The Public Menorah: Is All Publicity Good Publicity? 
Rabbi Yossi Zaklikovsky 
Room 219 
In the 1970s, when Chabad began erecting large Chanukah Menorahs in public places, a 
number of Jewish organizations objected to this practice and filed lawsuits against it. Learn 
about the debate that brought into sharp relief differing approaches within the Jewish 
community regarding how to preserve and express Jewish identity in the modern world. 
 
 
 
12:30-1:20 pm 
 
Genetic Ethical Dilemmas of the Near Future 
Dr. Jeffrey Actor 
Cottage 1 
Join us as we explore a Jewish ethical view of  Genetics of the near future. What does Jewish Law 
say about choosing genes for the next generation? 
 
Drumming With a Jewish Twist 
Marian Bell and Kim Comer 
Sunset Foyer 
Drumming reduces stress and anger, while boosting the immune system and creating pleasure. 
The bass sound of the drum releases the primordial in us, and lets in a deep vibration to the soul 
and opens us up to more spirituality. (We will have extra drums and percussion instruments but 
if you have extra percussion or tambourines bring them). No experience necessary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



12:30-1:20 pm  (continued) 
 
Forgiveness: The Gift You Give Yourself 
Adrienne Gold Davis, Barish Shabbat Limmud Scholar 
Library 
How do we define forgiveness and what are our obligations both to give and receive it? Is 
anything unforgiveable? Learn what Jewish tradition teaches us about this powerful gift to 
ourselves and others. 
 
Intra-Jewish Conflict in Israel: Mizrahi vs. Ashkenazi 
Herut Gez 
Room 220 
In this session, we will examine the historical relationship between Mizrahi (Middle Eastern or 
North African Jews) and Ashkenazi (Eastern European Jews) and their status today. We'll 
explore the Mizrahi absorption into Israeli society, the unsolved Yemenite children affair, Wadi 
Salib riots, the establishment of the Israeli Black Panthers, and the current relationship between 
and among the ethnic groups. 
 
Sculpey Clay Mezuzahs 
Jodi Gold 
Art Room (208) 
Experiment with using sculpey clay to create a mezuzah. Everyone will create his/her own 
mezuzah  to take home. Instructions will be given about how to bake them at home. 
 
Men Who Prey: Sexual Harrassment, A Torah Perspective 
Rabbi Yossi Grossman 
Cottage 6  
A discussion of the current breakdown in society from a Jewish perspective. 
 
The Journey to Greatness: One character trait at a time 
Rabbi Gavriel Jacknin 
Cottage 5 
Take a journey with us through the wisdom of our Sages as they teach us how to perfect 
ourselves one character trait at a time. We will explore the fascinating teachings of the Ethics of 
our Fathers regarding the positive character traits we should cling to and the negative traits we 
should flee from in order to maximize our lives for ourselves, family, and friends. 
 
Patriarch Caves: The True Story Behind the Scenes 
Consul General Gilad Katz 
Board Room 
Mystery and misinformation about this ancient site have circulated for far too long. It is time to 
reveal the unheard story.  (An interesting session for  all ages.) 
 
 
 
 
 



12:30-1:20 pm  (continued) 
 

The Solution to Anti-Semitism 
Rabbi Chaim Lazaroff 
Room 216 
Purim will be celebrated this year on March 1.  Haman, the villain in the Purim story,  was 
neither the first nor the last to seek a "final solution," G-d forbid. What is it about the Jewish 
people that the Hamans in each generation simply cannot tolerate? It is crucial for us to 
understand what really lies behind the hate to be able to address it properly. 
 
Jewish Sports Heroes and Legends Beyond Koufax and Greenberg 
Todd Nelkin 
Room 217 
From great quarterbacks to baseball legends to catchers who were also CIA spies, become 
acquainted with Jewish sports legends you have never heard of. 
 
What is Shabbat For? 
Rabbi David Segal 
Cottage 2 
Exploring classical and modern Jewish sources, we'll delve into the meaning of Shabbat. What 
does it mean to rest? Is it merely refraining from work, or something more active and 
intentional? And what does it do for us and the world? 
 
Mindfulness at Work 
Rabbi Ariel Sholklapper 
Cottage 8 
Use Mindfulness meditation and Jewish ritual to reduce stress, increase focus, and lead a more 
balanced life at work and at home. The class will include a short lecture on practices you can use 
in your daily life, as well as a 20 minute meditation session. 
 
A Jewish Inferno? Immanuel Romano's Imitation of Dante 
Rabbi Jonathan Siger 
Room 218 
Immanuel Ben Solomon of Rome wrote a Hebrew version of the famous Inferno. This class will 
introduce his work and compare it, in translation, to that of Dante. Anyone interested in 
Renaissance poetry, the afterlife, or really creative punishments for the damned are welcome. 
 
The Nature of Israel 
Nancy Weiss 
Room 215 
This is a non-religious, non-political look at Israel. We will learn about the geography, climate, 
flora, and fauna, as well as current environmental concerns and solutions. 
 
Why the Jews? 
Rabbi Aryeh Wolbe 
Cottage 4 
Exploring the mystery behind the success and survival of the Jewish people throughout our 
history. 



12:30-2:40 pm   
 
Invitation vs. Provocation: Utilizing a Jewish Framework 
Jenna Kalkman Turner, Shirley Barish Education Enrichment Scholar 
Oshman Multi-Purpose Room 
What is the difference between an invitation and a provocation in an early childhood 
classroom? This workshop will help teachers understand the differences and how a Jewish 
framework can support our work. Teachers will practice creating invitations for their programs, 
using Pesach as an inspiration. 
 
1:30-2:20 pm 
 
The Art and Soul of Meaningful Mitzvot 
Sacha Bodner 
Room 219 
Connect with your neighbors and learn how to make community service more meaningful. We 
will discuss some basic principles for maximizing mensch-fulness, understanding the needs of 
others, and next steps for repairing the world. 
 
Preserving Our Past:  
Stories from the Houston Jewish History Archive at Rice University 
Dr. Joshua Furman and Dr. Melissa Kean 
Cottage 8 
Join two Rice University faculty members who, in the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey’s 
devastation, have been engaged in collecting and preserving rare historical materials that tell the 
story of Houston’s Jewish community.  Hear stories and see pictures of their work so far, and 
learn how you can get involved! 
 
Make a Raashan Puppet 
Nitsana Lazerus 
Cottage 7 
Make a raashan (noisemaker) puppet and practice incorporating it into your lesson plan when 
teaching about Purim, whether it is the story of Esther, Hebrew vocabulary words, or simply 
holiday songs. 
 
Creating Paradise on Earth - A Jewish Quest 
Rabbi Steven Morgen 
Cottage 6 
What is the essence of the Jewish way of Life? What are all the rules about- both the "ethical" and 
the "ritual"? What can the Garden of Eden story teach us about our life's mission, our people's 
mission and the purpose of humanity? This class will examine classic Jewish texts to try and 
answer these crucial questions. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
1:30-2:20 pm (continued) 
 
The Heart's Torah 
Rabbi Pamela Silk 
Cottage 5 
Engage in meaningful and rich text passages that display deep emotion and help connect us to 
our tradition. 
 
Jews in Space! 
Roger Weiss 
Room 215 
Ever see a dreidel floating and spinning in microgravity? Or hear the Torah read by an astronaut 
orbiting our precious planet Earth? Over the last 50 years, Jewish men and women have played a 
significant part in exploring space, and some have brought up or acknowledged various aspects 
of their Judaism while amidst twinkling stars. You'll learn about these super cool cosmic Hebrew 
heroes and amazing factoids, and relive the joy of their experiences to elevate your own pride to 
infinity.. and beyond! 
 
1:30-2:40 pm 
 
Collage Art Extravaganza a la Hanoch Piven 
Lori Actor and Colleen Bryant 
Art Room (208) 
Learn about the amazing art of Hanoch Piven and be inspired to create a collage self-portrait 
using common everyday objects to create a beautiful and unique work of art. 
 
David and Bathsheba: The Rehabilitation of a Monarch 
Rabbi Mendel Blecher 
Cottage 1 
As the author of Psalms, architect of the Temple, mighty warrior and progenitor of Jewish 
royalty, King David is a remarkable figure. Surprisingly, his story is not one of spiritual 
perfection. Rather, it demonstrates spiritual resilience and a path of return for one who has 
failed G-d, community and family. 
 
The Aleppo Codex: What is it and What Can We Learn From It? 
Rabbi Miles B. Cohen, Barish Shabbat Limmud Scholar 
Library 
This lecture will teach about the Aleppo Codex, the first completed text of the Hebrew Bible. 
Rabbi Cohen will share both the history of this incredibly important manuscript and the 
important lessons we learn from it. He will explain its role in the transmission and preservation 
of the most central book of our tradition, The TaNaKh, the Hebrew Bible. His session will 
include a multi-media presentation including images from the Codex and an explanation of 
some of its unique characteristics. 
 
 
 



1:30-2:40 pm  (continued) 
 
The Israeli Wine Story and a Tasting 
Dr. Ilan Duvdevani 
Board Room 
The history of wine making in Israel from biblical time to the present. What makes wine kosher? 
The session will include wine tasting. 
 
Israel Defense Force (IDF): A Melting Pot of Cultures 
Panel: Johnny Deutsch, Herut Gez, Shoshi Kaganovsky, Michael Plotkin 
Moderator: Michael Duke, Associate Editor of the Jewish Herald-Voice 
Cottage 2 
The Israeli Security Service Law requires from all citizens of Israel, in the age of 18, to serve in 
the various branches of the IDF. This panel will give you the opportunity to learn about 
different roles in the Israeli army and the impact of the military service on skills, employment 
and decision-making in civilian life. Through the panelists’ personal stories, you’ll get a better 
understanding of the Israeli army system, and learn about their fascinating life experiences and 
how serving in the army influenced them.  
 
The Sephardic Presence in South Texas 
Anna Guerra 
Cottage 4 
The silent heritage of many contemporary Tejanos includes that of the early Spanish and 
Portuguese people of Jewish descent who began settling areas that are now parts of Northern 
Mexico and South Texas.  Conversos colonized this area even before the better known pilgrims 
of the Northeastern United States.  This lecture will include the history of the Carvajal family, 
whose story includes a large land grant encompassing what is now Northern Mexico and South 
Texas, Crypto-Jews, Jewish Martyrs, “converso” priests, and a tragic and poignant end during the 
Mexican Inquisition. 
 
Jews vs. Jews: Great Schisms in Jewish History 
Dr. Larry Laufman 
Room 218 
"Two Jews, three opinions, five synagogues." Jewish groups not getting along with each other is 
the stuff of many jokes. But this "tradition" has also been the source of great distress, pain, and 
even violence between Jews themselves, not imposed by anti-Semites. This class will review the 
history of these sectarian clashes and consider their impact on what it means "to be a Jew." 
 
 
1:30-2:40 pm  (continued) 
 
Building a Thriving Jewish Community After Harvey 
Kari Saratovsky 
Cottage 3 
The central Houston Jewish community, alongside our neighbors and with Jews and Jewish 
institutions throughout the Greater Houston area,, are considering how to reenvision and 
rebuild after the devastating impacts of flooding. This is a staggering challenge for individuals as 



well as institutions that are weighing the safety and security of families, connections to 
communities and place, and the desire to envision a future in the midst of a changing 
environment. Taking the time to learn together will ground the process of rebuilding in a 
dialogue about values, the importance of design, and a shared understanding of the needs of 
individuals and the community. 
 
Israeli-Jewish Folk Dance 
Rachel Weisblatt 
Sunset Foyer 
In this class, Rachel teaches authentic Israeli and Jewish folkdances,  music,  and themes which 
emanate from the Jewish experience.  They tell the story of the Jewish people from biblical times 
to the present day. Regardless of tempo or rhythms, Rachel faithfully adheres to classical Israeli 
movements. Dances suit all tastes and levels of dance experience, and open the door to this fun 
experience.  
 
Jerusalem: A History of the Holy City from the Bible to Bibi 
Rabbi Yaakov Wolbe 
Room 216 
The ancient and historic city of Jerusalem is the most contested piece of real estate on the planet. 
For Jews, it is the center of the world; it is the hallowed ground upon which Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob walked  and prayed; it was the site of the two Temples, and of the long-awaited third 
Temple. In this lecture we will outline the Jewish people’s religious and theological connections 
to Jerusalem and trace the millenia-long history of the holy city. 
 
 
3:00-4:15 pm   
 
Noah Aronson in Concert 
Proler Chapel 
Noah Aronson has a background in jazz composition and piano, and is an accomplished 
composer, performer, and prayer leader. Noah lives in New York City and is currently serving as 
the Creative Director of Sacred Music NY, a non-profit organization that organizes concerts and 
events around New York City bringing together spiritual musicians from diverse backgrounds to 
inspire interfaith dialogue and social change. 


