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YOM LIMMUD 2017 

Schedule of Classes 

Developing Fine Motor Skills Through Art 

Participants will discuss ways to adapt art projects in order to develop fine motor skills; they will 
complete an art project as an example. Limit: 25 participants 

Getting Past Leviticus: 

The Role of Jewish Tradition in the Struggle for LGBTQI Rights 

Many factions within Judaism have been on the forefront of LGBTQI equality. Religion will play a 
major role as the United States’ national political agenda challenges marriage equality and other 
issues central to LGBTQI community. How do Judaism and Jewish text fit into this landscape? 

Where Are We Headed? How Did We Get Here? 

Ninety days after the election, where is America headed, and how did we get here? 

9:00 am – 9:50 am 
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“Children are a Blessing” – Parenting Using the Adler Approach 

מפגש על הורות בגישה האדלריאנית –ילדים זה ברכה   
לירון פרנק   
 6חדר:   
 שימת ההורות מזמנת לנו אתגריםהקמת משפחה, היא משאת הנפש של רבים מאתנו. יחד עם זאת, מ  
 למה אנחנו ולות לילדינו?פשוטים ומציבה בפנינו שאלות רבות כגון: מדוע קשה לנו להציב גב לא  
ו במקום להתפנות למתן חוםסמכות בהורות שלנו? איך נכנסנו ליחסי מאבק מול ילדינ-חסרי מרגישים  
 עם ילדינו. נדבר על במפגש זה נציץ יחד למורכבות ההורית ונחשף לכלים שיעזרו לנו להתנהל ואהבה?  
 ו ושלנו, יציאהעצמי של ילדינ הוריות, בחירת דרכי חינוך מקדמות, עידוד ובניית ערך בניית מטרות  
 מפגש מבוססים עלכח, הצבת גבולות ברורים ועקביים במשפחה ועוד. התכנים ב מדפוסים של מאבקי  
 האדלריאנית. עקרונות התאוריה  

This class will be presented in Hebrew

Music and Israeli Society 

Explore Israeli society through a variety of classical and popular music. Understand how changes 
and processes in the Israeli society are reflected in the lyrics of Israeli songs. Attendees will explore 
different decades in Israel, and discover how each period influenced the society and the Israeli 
music as a result. 

Building Pluralistic Egalitarian Judaism in Israel:  

Challenges, Achievements, and Opportunities for Engagement 

Rabbi Gilad Kariv is one of the representatives involved in the negotiations by the religious 
streams, JFNA and JAFI with the Prime Minister's office regarding the historic Western Wall 
compromise decision and its implementation. Gilad will give an insider's view of the issue while at 
the same time focusing on the changes in Israeli society that are leading to the significant growth 
of pluralistic egalitarian liberal Judaism in Israel. He'll discuss the opportunities for revitalizing the 
engagement of US Jewry with Israel based on these trends.  Gilad is Congregation Beth Israel's 
Scholar-in-Residence.

Does G-d Care About Us? 

This class is adapted from the Florence Melton School of Adult Jewish Learning’s class on Divine 
Providence (hashgacha). We will ask the following: Is hashgachah related to behavior? Is there a 
difference between the standards for the individual and for the nation? Aside from obedience to 
mitzvot on the individual and national levels, what other principles does G-d consider? If divine 
providence involves G-d’s provision and sustenance, to what extent may one rely solely on the 
benevolence of G-d? May one rely on miraculous divine intervention? 

9:00 am – 9:50 am  (continued) 
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From Your Mouth to G-d's Ear 

How do we find ourown voice in prayer? How do we talk to G-d? Is anyone listening? Does prayer 
work? 

Our Jewish Lives:  

Based Not on Rights but on Obligations and on Pursuing a Holy Life 

The Torah teaches: You shall be holy. The question is: How does one achieve holiness? Come learn 
what our tradition says. 

Louis Dembitz Brandeis: First Jewish US Supreme Court Justice, American Zionist 

Leader 

An attorney and historian, Bernice will talk about Brandeis, generally acclaimed as one of the three 
finest justices on the Supreme Court. Brandeis, a secular Jew, championed Zionism. What was his 
legacy to us as Americans and as Jews? 

Hebrew Words in Gulliver's Travels 

Some have thought certain words in Jonathan Swift's Gulliver's Travels to be nonsense words. In 
fact, Swift, who was an Anglican minister, had studied Hebrew, and a number of words can be 
understood in their Hebrew context. Chasidism, the spiritual revival in the eighteenth century, 
coincided with the time when Gulliver's Travels was written in 1726. 

Jewish Mourning and Grief in Text and Tradition 

An illuminating look into our treasured texts to explore Jewish expressions of mourning and grief. 
Discover the many different ways our ancestors responded to loss and bereavement as a source of 
comfort and inspiration for us in our time. 

Teaching the Holocaust in Post-Election America 

9:00 am – 9:50 am (continued) 

What does the Holocaust mean in current times? How do we understand the current feelings in our 
nation and the transition we are undergoing? How can we/should we/must we respond to hatred, 
bigotry and apathy, when we understand the history of the Holocaust? 
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The Art of Engaging Families 

These workshops are an immersion into the Shababa Approach, the goals of which are to learn how 
to welcome the unexpected, be present, and trust that something magical will happen. These 
workshops will explore the best practices and core methodologies of the Shababa Approach for 
leading intergenerational experiences. (Part II will take place at 1:00 pm.) 

Shababa began in 2007, when Karina Zilberman (founder of Shababa and the Shababa Network) 
went with her guitar and her beloved puppet, Coco, to the 92nd Street Y lobby to sing, play and 
celebrate Shabbat. Before long, our lobby was transformed. Children, parents, nannies, 
grandparents and friends of all ages and faiths were dancing, singing, jumping, smiling and 
celebrating as a community. That day, Shababa was born. Karina believes that Jewish life can be a 
playground, and families can connect with Judaism and with one another in a relaxed, soulful and 
meaningful environment. 

Resetting the Table: Speaking Across Differences on Israel 

“Resetting the Table” is an organization dedicated to building meaningful dialogue and deliberation 
on Israel between and among people with different backgrounds and views. This workshop offers 
communication skill-building for charged conversations and a forum for discussion across 
differences. Participants will exchange views and experiences, explore differences, and learn skills 
and tools for engaging in constructive conversations about Israel and other issues that lead to 
disagreement. 

Hebrew Jump Start: Learn to Read Hebrew in Three Hours! 

The first step to understanding the Hebrew Scriptures or the Prayer Book in the language in which 

they were written is to be able to read, to vocalize, the Hebrew letters and vowels. Hebrew is an 

easier language to learn to read than English because Hebrew is phonetic, and the pronunciation 

is consistent. In just three hours, participants will learn to vocalize, to pronounce, the Hebrew 

letters  and vowels. During the third hour, all will be reading from the Prayer Book or the Bible, in 
the original Hebrew language.

9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

9:00 am – 10:30 am 

9:00 am – 11:20 am 

9:00 am – 10:30 am 
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Jewish Legends, Myths and Love 

Jewish literature is blessed with an abundance of colorful tales and stories about G-d, Creation, 
Heaven, Hell, Holy People, and Holy Time. Let's explore these rich texts together. 

Making Hebrew Accessible for All Students 

Hebrew can be challenging for any student, but for students dealing with special needs, learning a 
new language can be even harder. This class will focus on strategies and activities to help all 
students engage with the Hebrew language and spark their interest and curiosity for Hebrew. 

Tradition with a Twist: Old and New Stories Inspiring Connections 

Even before Jews were “The People of the Book,” we were “People of the Story.”  Oral tradition 
takes us into worlds of the past, also connecting us with the present and the future. Enjoy an hour of 
tales that entertain, educate and inspire, along with a few tips about how to tell your own story. 

Yes/No: Consent in Traditional Jewish Texts 

Many of us know the importance of obtaining consent in our secular lives, but what do the Rabbis 
and our Torah have to say about this? Participate in a text study of Torah and rabbinic writings on 
consent in three areas: marriage, sex and divorce. 

Eight Prayers that Lift Me, Inspire Me and Keep Me Going 

10:00 am – 10:50 am  

These are tough times in which we live. Yet sometimes we look everywhere but within 
our own tradtion to find that spiritual strength to keep us going. Join Rabbi Rosen as he 
shares the eight prayers that give him that lift and shows how ancient words can still 
replenish our modern souls.

Whose Body Is It Anyway? 

Reflections on Euthanasia and Suicide: Patients, Doctors and Families. 

This lecture will explore the foundational principles of Jewish medical ethics as they apply 
to the primary controversies in contemporary moral discourse. Rabbi Rapoport will 
address certain key issues in the debates around organ donation, euthanasia, and 
pregnancy termination.

Rabbi David Rosen
Room: 2
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This lecture will explore the foundational principles of Jewish Medical Ethics as they apply to the 
primary controversies in ontemporary moral discourse. The lecture will address certain key issues in 
the debates around organ donation, euthanasia, and pregnancy termination. 

Eight Prayers that Lift Me, Inspire Me and Keep Me Going 

These are tough times in which we live. Yet sometimes we look everywhere but within our own 
tradition to find that spiritual strength to keep us going. Join Rabbi Rosen as he shares the eight 
prayers that give him that lift and shows how ancient words can still replenish our modern souls. 

Women and the Holocaust: Targets, Perpetrators, Survivors 

Women, Jewish and non-Jewish alike, experienced the Holocaust differently than their male 
counterparts. From the Ravensbruck concentration camp, to the secretaries of Auschwitz, to the 
women on the homefront, women's experiences between 1933 and 1945 offer a unique way of 
understanding the Holocaust, and offer insight into the day-to-day realities of living under the Nazi 
regime. 

Focus on Judaism: Reviving Film Photography in a Digital World 

Film photography is a creative and engaging vehicle for exploring Jewish values, Jewish community 
and Jewish identity. In this workshop, participants will receive hands-on experience shooting black 
& white 35 mm film. Followed by a crash-course in film processing, participants will take home the 
film they shoot and develop in class and will learn how to write lesson plans utilizing film 
photography to teach an array of topics to students in different age groups. Also available to take 
home will be an itemized supply list, showing how easy, affordable and possible film photography 
can be with no darkroom required. This workshop is ideal for Jewish educators, creative-types and 
anyone who appreciates photography and Jewish-inspired art. 

Converts in Jewish History: Controversy, Conundrums and Contributions 

From the very beginning, outsiders have sought membership in the Tribe. Why have we let them in; 
who have we kept out? How have the standards changed over the millennia and why? What can we 
gain from (and how can we support) those who join us? 

The Struggle Ahead for LGBTQI Rights and Religion 

10:00 am – 11:20 am 

10:00 am – 10:50 am  (continued) 

We could soon see a rolling back of same-sex marriage and further challenges to LGBTQI equality. 
What will be the role of American religious traditions as the climate shifts? We will examine 
perspectives from Judaism, Islam, Mormon, Native American, Evangelical Protestant Christianity, 
and the Black Church to discern how leaders from within those traditions are transforming 
American religious tenets and practices regarding gender and sexuality. 
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Color Me Mad 

“Color Me Mad” combines art and occupational therapy techniques to provide you with helpful tools 
to facilitate the healthy socio-emotional development of your students. Helping children learn to 
identify, understand, express, and cope with their emotions in healthy ways is crucial to their 
success. We also will briefly review potential stressors that can cause or exacerbate stress, fear or 
anger in children. Teachers, parents and others are encouraged to participate in this fun, interactive 
session!  Limit: 25 participants 

Tell Me a Story 

Join Rabbi Scott Hausman-Weiss for a dive into Jewish stories and how they are not only a respite 
from our legalistic tradition but indeed its lifeblood. We may laugh. We may cry. But one thing is for 
certain: we will pause to wonder "Why?" 

Kabbalah 101 

Have you ever wondered what Kabbalah was all about? Want to appreciate the mystery? Find out 
from the author of A Kabbalah and Jewish Mysticism Reader. 

The Weaving Shabbat 

Thirteen of the 39 forms of work traditionally prohibited on Shabbat (melachot) are involved in the 
process of weaving! Very few of us warp or weft on the weekdays, let alone on Shabbat. This 
workshop will involve a weaving project that will be the springboard to discussing what it means to 
set aside sacred time for Shabbat. Participants will develop a modern list of “work” activities that 
might be used to help students understand the concept of separate and sacred time. Participants 
will leave with a written lesson plan to use, replicate or adapt for their classrooms. 

10:00 am – 11:20 am  (continued) 

Illustrative Prayer Workshop 

We will create visual prayers. Basic supplies will be provided. Feel free to bring your own colored 
pencils, magazines to cut up and photocopies of both meaningful prayers and photographs. Please 
have in mind biblical verses and/or meaningful quotes that speak to you. No experience in art is 
necessary to participate in this workshop! 
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“Gentleman’s Agreement” as a Prism for Contemporary Anti-Semitism 

Learn how “Gentleman’s Agreement” not only illustrates Jewish and non-Jewish approaches toward 
anti-Semitism in the late 1940s, but also how we can use the film as a prism for recognizing and 
addressing anti-Semitism today. You do not need to have seen the film previously. We will watch 
clips of this 1947 Academy Award Best Picture during the session. 

“My Hero Brother” is a film about a “group of remarkable young people with Down Syndrome 
embarking on a demanding trip through the Indian Himalayas, accompanied by their ‘normal’ 
brothers and sisters. Unresolved conflicts and the complexities of growing up with a Down 
syndrome child in the family come to surface, while a heart-warming and special closeness develops 
among the siblings as they deal with formidable physical and emotional challenges. The difficult 
trials and poignant relationships set against the richly colorful backdrop of India, open new horizons 
and greatly deepen our understanding of special needs people and their families.” Herut Gez, the 
new Houston Community Shlicha, will introduce the movie which features her cousins. This film is 
presented by Jewish Family Service’s Alexander Institute for Inclusion as a kick-off for the ReelAbilities 
Film Festival which opens Sunday, February 19, the evening of Yom Limmud. 

Being a Bilingual Child 

10:00 am – 12:00 pm 

11:00 am – 11:50 am 

10:00 am – 11:20 am  (continued) 

להיות ילד דו-לשוני
 רינת אלטין   

 חדר: 2
 לא פעם אנו שומעים את הטענה כי ילדים דו לשוניים לומדים לאט יותר וכי כאשר ילד מגלה 

קושי  ברכישת השפות, עדיף להשתמש רק באחת מן השתיים. בהרצאה זו אציג מחקרים 
המפריכים טענות  אלו.

This class will be presented in Hebrew
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The Unique Experience of the Jewish War Veteran, Especially in Korea 

The Korean War Veterans Digital Memorial was established in 2011 to preserve honorable service 
and sacrifices of Korean War veterans for future generations so "The Forgotten War" would no 
longer be just that. The focus of this workshop is to explore the unique experience of the Jewish war 
veteran during that time period and share the experiences of a number of locals who have been 
interviewed recently. Join the discussion to help identify and preserve the stories of other Jewish 
veterans in Houston. 

The Jewish Understanding of Hesed (Lovingkindness): 

An Application for International Peace 

We will explore the true meaning of hesed from traditonal Jewish sources (Torah, Prophets, 
Proverbs, Psalms, Talmud, Kabbalah, and Musar.) Hesed will be demonstrated operationally in the 
book, "Peaceful Bones," by author Dr. Sam Axelrad, showing how an enemy soldier's life was saved 
during the Vietnam War, contributing to peace in the spirit of Tikkun Olam (repairing the world). 

Means and Ends, Enemies and Friends 

When faced with vital choices, it can be tempting to stretch the limits of ethical behavior when the 
cause behind our actions is truly just. But how do we decide if the end justifies the means? In a world 
of complex ethical interactions, we are often challenged with an opposition that seems absolutely 
evil. How can we look at our human brothers and sisters as b'tzelem Elokim, created in G-d's image 
when their behavior leads to dangerous and destructive outcomes? How does Judaism teach us to 
relate to opposing forces? Are there distinctions in behavior that determine our responses, and is 

11:00 am – 11:50 am (continued) 

there a mandate that urges us to reach common ground with our perceived and actual enemies? 
Rabbi Gottlieb draws on sources from Torah, Talmud, Rabbinic commentaries, Hasidic and modern 
teachings to explore how to share the world while championing righteous causes in ethical ways. 

Ten Amazing Ways in Which Judaism Changed the World Forever 

An engaging and enlightening exploration of the Torah’s stamp on human development and world 
history. Learn of the many ways that Judaism – practiced by a small percentage of humanity – has 
truly changed all of mankind. 

Israel's Security Amid Neighboring Chaos 

In this session we will look at the increasingly unstable Middle East, including the ongoing war in 
Syria, and the impact that instability has on Israel's security. What resources does Israel have to 
continue to protect herself from regional threats? 
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Blowing Shofar: History • Heart • How-To . . . It’s a Blast! 

Hearing shofar blown during the High Holy Days is a beautiful mitzvah. Learn about the history, 
reasons, and significance of this ancient tradition. Discover in what other instances shofar is 
sounded, and enjoy a demonstration and tutorial on blowing this special ram’s horn and its sounds 
so that you can actively participate in this mitzvah during the holidays. If you have a shofar, please 
bring it to this class. 

 

Shababa Family Musical Experience 

This musical experience goes beyond "Tot Shabbat," and is an intergenerational celebration rather 
than entertainment for just children. Families will pray, sing, dance, jump, and celebrate together as 
a community. We highly encourage and welcome educators to participate in this musical 
experience. 

The Importance of Sensory Play in Preschool 

11:15 am – 12:00 pm 

12:00 pm – 12:50 pm  Lunch and Learn 

11:00 am – 11:50 am  (continued) 

We will discuss the importance of sensory play. Participants will have the opportunity to make and 
experience many different sensory recipes. Limit: 25 participants 

Middle East Update: An Israeli Perspective 

Consul Agranov will give a Middle East Update from an Israeli perspective. 

Hebrew and the Three R's: Retention, Remembering and Recalling 

Do your students remember their Hebrew letters? Do you spend time reviewing material that they 
just learned? This workshop will help you develop mnemonic devices to help students remember, 
retain, and master Hebrew language skills. 
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Taste of Israeli Arts and Culture       

טעימות אמנות ותרבות ישראלית 
ןגיא כה 
 219חדר:  
רון ובתחומי בתחום המוזיקה, המחול, התיאט ההרצאה כוללת מגוון של הפקות ישראליות 

 אמנות
או שביקרו כאן לאחרונה, או שאמורים להגיע בשנה  –שלהם קשר לאזורנו  ותרבות נוספים 

הקרובה.
This class will be presented in Hebrew. 

Studies in Kabbalah: Creating Angels 

Do our thoughts create our reality? If so, how much? Join Rabbi Yaakov Cohen to explore texts from 
Tanach and Jewish mystics depicting our innate dynamic creative force and how to actualize a 
higher destiny. 

The Sounds of Continuity:  

Roberto J. Rodríguez, Latina/o Jewish Music, and the Boundaries of Jewishness 

12:00 pm – 12:50 pm  Lunch and Learn  (continued) 

This talk will focus on Latina/o Jewish identity to explore Jewish culture as an entrypoint to thinking 
about Jewish continuity. Dr. Goldberg will discuss the work of Cuban musician Roberto J. Rodriguez, 
which is very much autobiographical, to engage questions about cultural continuity. 

Collecting the Sparks: Why Are We in Houston? 

What do the Torah and Kabbalah teach us about why we live here? Is there a purpose? Jewish 
mystics provide valuable information that will help us on our journey. 

How to Live the Most Wonderful Life, Jewish Style 

Our forefathers – Avraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moshe and more - lived incredible lives, despite 
their numerous challenges. We will learn some of their secrets, how they strived and succeeded in 
life despite all of their challenges and obstacles. 
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Engaging with our Muslim Neighbors 

Throughout this past political season and to this day, members of the Muslim community have 
been under increasing scrutiny and have endured both verbal and physical attacks. Interfaith 
Ministries for Greater Houston has been engaging in work to create a more welcoming Houston, to 
help better understand our Muslim neighbors and to find ways to support and work more closely 
with them. What does this all mean for the Jewish community, and what are some ways that we can 
better engage with the Muslim community to create a better Houston?  

Inclusion: Perspectives from the Torah 

Are there sources in the Torah that give us insight into people with disabilities?  If so, what do they 
say about an individual’s responsibility? An inclusive society: a social responsibility, or a directive 
from the Torah? 

“The Rabbi's Daughter”: 

New Evidence on Spiritual Resistance in the Holocaust 

"The Rabbi's Daughter" is a Sherlock Holmes-type presentation that presents a mystery and solves 
it. It identifies an otherwise unknown rabbi's daughter who played a heroic role in transmitting 
Jewish teaching from one generation to the next in the midst of the Holocaust. 

12:00 pm – 12:50 pm  Lunch and Learn  (continued) 

The Secrets of Unetaneh Tokef: Rosh Hashanah as Judgment Day 

Yes, we will discuss the central prayer of the High Holy Days … in February. Well … we only have 
Yom Limmud once a year. But, if you want to understand why the High Holy Days are such a big 
deal, why we spend so many hours at our synagogues, and what the heck we are supposed to be 
getting out of all that time and effort, this is the class for you. Unetaneh Tokef is a brilliant, poetic 
work of art – a wordsmith’s masterpiece comparable to Michelangelo’s “Judgement Day.” 

Highway #1: Stories of Conflict and Peace 

On the one hand Mea She'arim on the other Sheikh Jarrah; on the one hand luxury hotels on the 
other hand Mikveh and Yeshiva; on one side Damascus Gate on the other Tomb of Simon the Just. 
During the lecture, we will virtually march together on the 3.5 miles of the Bar Lev road (also known 
by Jerusalemites as Highway #1), the central axis of conflict and coexistence. There we will discover 
the fascinating, annoying and exciting stories of Jerusalem itself. 
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Jews and Jazz 

Through audio and discussions, this class will highlight some of the key Jewish players in jazz - 
performers, composers, promoters, and enthusiasts - and how, in profound ways, they helped 
shape what many consider to be the truest American art form. 

Creating a Learning Environment for Identified Special Needs 

Learn how to create a learning environment that caters to special needs students in a mainstream 
setting. Tools will be provided on how to implement strategies so that all students are successful. 

What Are the Pillars of Judaism? 

What is a clear, unequivocal response to the question, "As a Jew, what are your basic, fundamental 

beliefs?" Join Rabbi Traxler for an engaging, enlightening and, perhaps, surprising, exploration of the 

topic. 

How to Maximize Pleasure in Life 

12:00 pm – 12:50 pm  Lunch and Learn  (continued) 

This class will discuss the secrets that Judaism teaches about maximizing pleasure in life. 

Affirming Oneself:  

An Exploration of Biblical and Rabbinic Sources on Affirming and Celebrating the 

Self 

This class will use classic texts to explore how Judaism teaches us to affirm and celebrate ourselves. 
We will closely read texts to learn about acceptance and empowerment of oneself. 

Famous Last Words 

There are numerous well-known (and some less well-known) scenes in classical Jewish literature 
that depict the last words spoken from the deathbeds of great Jewish teachers, prophets, and 
patriarchs. What do all of these scenes have in common, and what do they have to teach us about 
our own life's lessons that we can pass on to those who will survive us? 

1:00 pm – 1:50 pm 
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The Gospels of the New Testaments: Jewish Texts? 

We will read the opening passages of the first three Gospels in the New Testament. How do they 
begin? Are these Jewish texts? 

Jews in Sports: Beyond Koufax and Greenberg 

How have Jews shaped sports in America: from the foundation of the NBA to shaping the history of 
the NFL and Major League Baseball? 

3D Life         

חיים בתלת מימד 
פור -רויטל זוהר   

 8חדר: 
 –לעצור לרגע קטן של מודעות כדי להרוויח רגעים רצופים של אושר. במקומות בהם אנחנו מרגישים 

רדומים, אבודים, עצובים, או סתם לא חיוביים... חולמים על שינוי, התקדמות, פריצת ירודים,  תקועים,
קטן אבל בלי חומרים  Push-up, אדרנלין, Re-startמה שחסר זה איזו דחיפה,  דרך, הצלחה... וכל

אתכם למפגש "חיים בתלת מימד". מפגש על החיים, על אמונה,  מאיצים... מה עושים? אנו מזמינים
 Comfort zone -משברים, ירידות, עליות ובעיקר יציאה מה שינויים, קריירה חדשה, רילוקיישן, זוגיות,

מלאי תשוקה. –לאזורים מאתגרים, לחיים מרגשים 

This class will be presented in Hebrew. 

1:00 pm – 1:50 pm 

Chant as a Spiritual Practice 

For those interested in music as a tool for enhancing meditation and deepening prayer, chanting 
with intention can open a doorway to a deep inner dimension where we find opportunities for 
spiritual growth and healing. In this class we will explore how simple phrases from our text and 
liturgy, when repeated with intention, can become a transformative tool in building a regular 
spiritual practice. All are welcome, no experience necessary. 

Success You Can Believe In 

Do you believe you have what it takes to succeed? Perhaps success is not in your destiny? One thing 
is certain: to achieve success you must convince yourself that you can. This session explores Jewish 
insights into why you are here, what you were designed to achieve, and how this knowledge can 
help you gain confidence in your ability to achieve your goals. 
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Good Questions, Great Questions:  

An Introduction to the Art of Asking 

There is no more powerful teaching tool than a carefully crafted question. In this session we will 
learn about the "Taxonomy of Educational Objectives," created by Benjamin Bloom and colleagues 
in 1956, and practice asking questions that go from good to great. 

Foil Tooling Hamsa 

Learn the art technique of Foil Tooling. Have fun creating a beautiful Hamsa using tooling foil and 
sharpies. 

Song Leader Workshop 

For song leaders of all ages. Expand your skills and become more effective in your craft. 

Changing Jewish Identity in the State of Israel 

1:00 pm – 2:20 pm 

We will examine how Jewish faith and identity affect the State of Israel by exploring different 
denominations and how they interact with one another, and with us. 

Music of the Lower East Side 

Join Cantor David Krohn of Brith Shalom and Houston Grand Opera for an exploration of the 
musical world of the Jewish Communities of the Lower East Side between World War I and World 
War II. Hear the music you've known all along in a new way. 

The Conjoined Twins Dilemma 

In 1977 an Orthodox Jewish couple gave birth to conjoined twins. Doctors told the parents that if 
nothing was done, the babies would die. An operation separating the two was the only hope that 
one would survive. This class will delve into the halachic adventure that led to the final verdict made 
by the world renowned Rabbi Moshe Feinstein. The fundamental question that this class will aim to 
address is: In Judaism, is it permissible to save a life by killing another? 
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Taking ‘Yes’ For an Answer: 

Creating a Culture of Collaboration and Support Through Improv 

In this workshop, we will demonstrate how to use theater games and the principles of 
improvisational ensemble work to foster great participation, energy and results. See how small 
adjustments have huge impacts on conflict resolution and community building. We will begin with a 
relevant text study. 

Biblical Bathing Beauties and the Manipulation of the Male Gaze 

We will discuss the stories of one bathing beauty from the Tanakh (Batsheva in 2 Samuel) and two 
from the Apocryphal books (Judith and Susanna). I will argue that reading these three characters 
together is essential to understanding them properly. 

King David: Shepherd, Warlord, King 

King David is one of the central figures in the Bible. In the collective Jewish memory, he is 
remembered as the greatest Jewish king, for whom we sing "David, Melekh Yisrael, chai vekayam" 
("David, King of Israel is alive and well"). Indeed, the Messiah, the anointed one, is expected to be 
"Ben David," that is, a descendant of King David. In biblical narrative, however, David is a mixed 

1:00 pm – 2:20 pm  (continued) 

character, sometimes a hero, sometimes a villain. In this presentation, we will study the biblical 
narrative, trace the trajectory of David from a bold shepherd boy to an elderly, feeble king, and try 
to assess the character of one of the most central figures in Jewish tradition. 

The Torah of Productive Disagreement 

According to many markers, American political culture has become more divided than at any time 

since the Civil War. This text study will offer a Jewish vocabulary and framework for constructive, 

sacred dialogue across disagreement. 

Jewish Civil and Criminal Law:  

An In-Depth Analysis of Exodus Chapters 21-24 

The Torah is generally perceived as a book addressing matters of religion and the spiritual. In truth, 
it is an exhaustive guide to life in every area, including governance of civil and criminal law. What 
are some of the broader themes of Jewish criminal and civil law and how can they inform and inspire 
in modern times? 
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The Art of Engaging Families II 

This workshop builds upon the earlier session "The Art of Engaging Families," and allows for a 
debriefing and synthesis of best practice demonstrated in the “Shababa Family Musical 
Experience.” 

Israel Defense Force (IDF) Panel 

In Israel, at the age of 18, every boy and girl is required to do military service. This IDF panel will give 
you the opportunity to learn about different roles in the Israeli army. The eight panelists will include 
local Israelis who have served in the IDF and are part of our community. Through their personal 
stories, you will get a better understanding of the Israeli army system, and learn about the 
fascinating life experiences of our panelists and how the IDF influenced them. 

1:00 pm – 2:50 pm 

1:00 pm – 2:20 pm  (continued) 

2:00 pm – 2:50 pm 

Israeli-Jewish Folk Dance 

In this class, Rachel teaches authentic Israeli and Jewish folkdances music and themes which 
emanate from the Jewish experience. They tell the story of the Jewish people from biblical times to 
the present day. Regardless of tempo or rhythms, Rachel faithfully adheres to classical Israeli 
movements. Dances suit all tastes and dance experience, and open the door to this fun experience 
in hundreds of groups throughout Israel and the world. 
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