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RA’s Jewish Values Regarding Physical Reopening of Our Institutions click here 
  
Harvard Leadership Expert Martin Linsky 
Leadership can be understood, in part, as about disappointing your own people at a rate they can 
absorb as you get them to face the need to make tough trade-offs.   
 
Leviticus 18:5 
י ָּבֶה֑ם.  ם וַָח֣ ם ָהָאָד֖ ה אָֹת֛ ר יֲַעֶׂש֥ י ֲאֶׁש֨ ם ֶאת־ֻחּקַֹת֙י וְֶאת־ִמְׁשָּפַט֔ ּוְׁשַמְרֶּת֤
You shall keep My statutes and My ordinances, which a person shall do and live by them.  
 
Talmud Yoma 85b 
וחי בהם ולא שימות בהם. 
“And live by them” (Leviticus 18:5), and not that they should die by them. 
 

https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/2020-04/COVIDvaluesstatementApril2020logo.pdf
https://hbswk.hbs.edu/archive/leadership-on-the-line-staying-alive-through-the-dangers-of-leading
https://hbswk.hbs.edu/archive/leadership-on-the-line-staying-alive-through-the-dangers-of-leading
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Leviticus 19:18 
י ה׳:  ַהְבָּת֥ ְלֵרֲעָ֖ך ָּכ֑מֹוָך ֲאִנ֖ וְָאֽ
Love your fellow as yourself: I am the LORD. 

 
Leviticus 19:14 
יָך ֲאִנ֥י ה׳:  אָת ֵּמֱאֹלֶה֖ ל וְיֵָר֥ ֹ֑ ן ִמְכׁש ר ֹ֥לא ִתֵּת֖ י ִעּוֵ֔ ׁש וְִלְפֵנ֣ ל ֵחֵר֔ ֹלא־ְתַקֵּל֣
Do not curse a deaf person, and do not put a stumbling block in front of a blind person; you shall 
fear your God, I am the LORD. 
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Numbers 11:11-16 (selected verses) 
ל ָאנִֹכ֙י  י...ֹֽלא־אּוַכ֤ ה ָעָלֽ ם ַהֶּז֖ א ָּכל־ָהָע֥ ן ְּבֵעיֶנ֑יָך ָלׂ֗שּום ֶאת־ַמָּׂש֛ ִתי ֵח֖ ָּמה ֹלא־ָמָצ֥ ָך וְָל֛ ָת֙ ְלַעְבֶּד֔ ֹ֙ ה ֲהֵרע ה ֶאל־ה׳ ָלָמ֤ אֶמר מֶֹׁש֜ ֹ֨ וַּי
ְעָּת  ר יַָד֔ י יְִׂשָרֵא֒ל ֲאֶׁש֣ ים ִאיׁ֮ש ִמִּזְקֵנ֣ י ִׁשְבִע֣ ה ֶאְסָפה־ִּל֞ אֶמר ה׳ ֶאל־מֶֹׁש֗ ֹ֨ ּנִי...וַּי ד ִמֶּמֽ י ָכֵב֖ ם ַהֶּז֑ה ִּכ֥ את ֶאת־ָּכל־ָהָע֣ י ָלֵׂש֖ ְלַבִּד֔
ם ִעָּמְֽך׃  ד וְִהְֽתיְַּצ֥בּו ָׁש֖ ֶהל מֹוֵע֔ ֹ֣ יו וְָלַקְחָּת֤ אָֹת֙ם ֶאל־א ם וְׁשְֹטָר֑ ם ִזְקֵנ֥י ָהָע֖ ִּכי־ֵה֛

And Moses said to the LORD, “Why have You dealt ill with Your servant, and why have I not 
enjoyed Your favor, that You have laid the burden of all this people upon me...I cannot carry all 
this people by myself, for it is too much for me...Then the LORD said to Moses, “Gather for Me 
seventy of Israel’s elders of whom you have experience as elders and officers of the people, and 
bring them to the Tent of Meeting and let them take their place there with you…” 
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Atlanta Jewish Community 
 

Kol yisrael aravim zeh la zeh  

The entire Jewish community is responsible for one another  

and as we continue in this period of prolonged uncertainty,  

we urge stakeholders from all sectors of the Atlanta Jewish community  

to come together to consider how our decisions related to re-opening impact 

one another. As a community, we are deeply interconnected  

and we must balance our different contexts with our mutual responsibility. 



Work Process 
 

The Big Question 
● How do we appropriately minimize risk recognizing that there are 

multiple goods that different organizations are trying to realize?   
● Given the facts, which good ought to take priority? 

Two Related Work Groups 
● Cross-Sector of Jewish Community Professionals 
● Expert Panel of Public Health Professionals, Ethicist and Economist



More Specific Questions 
 

● How do we determine what assembly is appropriate based on where we 
are in the sequence of phased openings? What dataset do we use? 

● How do we communicate with each other in a way that honors the 
privacy of individuals while notifying each other of cases among those in 
the community? 

● Do we have baseline Jewish community practices related to symptom 
screening, social distancing, universal compliance and enforcement of 
masks, upgraded cleaning and disinfecting?


