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ENP Ethiopian-Israeli Healthcare Scholarship Students 

ENP and the Pursuit of a Medical Career in Israel: Forging the Path to Success 

Medicine is the most competitive of all degrees in Israel.  

Unlike in the United States, where students first pursue an undergraduate degree and then seek to enter medical 
school, in Israel, for the vast majority, medical school commences from day one of university, for seven years: six 
years of study and one year of residency, after which they are awarded their degree. Dental students receive their 
degree after six years of study and residency.  

Thus, those who aspire to become doctors must already “major” in the sciences in high school and successfully 
pass the exams that will enable them to enter this field of study: a challenging task, especially for Ethiopian 
immigrant children or children of immigrants from Ethiopia.  

More challenging yet: the majority of graduating twelfth graders go straight into the army, and only after the army 
enter university (around the age of 20 or 21). A select few can choose to pursue an academic degree in advance of 
the army or as part of their army service: for example, a handful are provided the opportunity to pursue their 
medical degree as part of their army service, and then serve as medical practitioners in the army for an extended 
period. 



 
 
 
 

 

 

And thus, the decision to pursue medicine often is already made in high school. For these students 
who dream of medicine, the Ethiopian National Project’s School Performance and Community Empowerment 
program (ENP SPACE) is a critical tool that helps them earn and keep the grades that will help them fulfill their 
dreams. Then, once in medical school, ENP’s scholarships helps these students focus on their studies and be less 
distracted by fiscal concerns that, in the past, was a cause to drop out.  

With your support, Ethiopian-Israeli high school students who aspire to become doctors, and 
medical and dental students in universities in Israel, will be provided the opportunity to pursue 
their dreams. 

Both SPACE and ENP Healthcare Scholarships are integral and intertwined: SPACE is proven to skyrocket 
participants’ performance, motivation and aspirations. ENP promotes excellence and provides opportunity, while 
assisting parents in their efforts to support their children.  The tremendous potential of Ethiopian-Israelis, once 
tapped, will be a great asset not only to their and Israeli society’s future, but to the future of the Jewish people. 
Educated, successful Jews of color in an integrated Israel will transform the image of Israel in the eyes of all and forge 
deeper and stronger connections to Israel.  

With each passing year, more and more Ethiopian-Israeli youth see 
medicine as within their reach. Through the Ethiopian National 
Project, they are provided the tools they need to achieve this goal, 
the role models to realize it is within their reach, and the support to 
allow them to recognize this dream can be reality with hard work 
and dedication. The support of generous donors is the key to allow 
those who “made it” to remain in this highly intense and demanding 
program and to dispel the anxiety of fiscal concerns, allowing them 
to dedicate all their energies to succeed in their studies. Within a 
matter of years, these students will become medical practitioners, 
and as they do, it will create change within Israeli society from the 
bottom up.  

An Opportunity to Make a Difference 
Every gift of $5,000 will support the inclusion of two high school 
students in the ENP SPACE program who aspire to enter the medical profession, and one scholarship to a medical 
or dental student. ENP will obtain a dollar for dollar match for the SPACE donation, thereby including four 
students in the SPACE program, thus benefitting five high school and university students in total.   
 
With Appreciation 
Thanks to your support, Ethiopian-Israeli SPACE and medical students will fulfill their dreams and truly make an 
impact on Israeli society and within their own community. On behalf of the students, their families and ENP, thank 
you for seeking to allow these students to continue their journey towards becoming future physicians and dentists 
in Israel. 
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