
APRIL 24TH-29TH, 2022
This emergency bulletin offers an insider's update for supporters like 
yourself, whose generosity enables JDC to respond quickly and effectively 
to the Ukraine crisis. 

On Wednesday night, May 4th, Elizaveta Sherstuk, Director of JDC's Hesed Center in 
Sumy, Ukraine, will light a torch in Israel on Independence Day, one of Israel's highest 
honors. This bulletin tells her story.

Ukrainian Hero to Light Independence Day Torch in Israel
When war broke out in Ukraine, Sumy was one of the first cities attacked. Elizaveta
immediately sprang into action. As Director of the local Hesed, Elizaveta dedicates her 
life to caring for Sumy's needy Jews and fostering local Jewish life. With shells falling all 
around and supplies scarce, her people needed her more than ever. 

In the days leading up to the war, 
Elizaveta poured her energy into 
stockpiling massive amounts of food. 
She then organized a team of Hesed 
staff and local volunteers to bring this 
food to elderly Jews, many of them 
Holocaust survivors, and people with 
disabilities.
When Ukraine opened a 
humanitarian corridor out of the city, 
Elizaveta worked round the clock – accessing 
JDC’s network to secure buses and drivers to 
take her clients to safety.
For days, Elizaveta worked out of a bomb 
shelter, organizing evacuations for those who 
wanted to leave and ensuring that clients who 
stayed continued to receive life-saving 
assistance. 
Thanks to her tireless efforts, 150 of Sumy's 
most vulnerable – people in wheelchairs, elderly and those suffering from illness – were 
evacuated. They would not have been able to get out without her and JDC’s help. 
Elizaveta's dedication is mirrored by Hesed staff in 18 Hesed Centers throughout 
Ukraine. For over 30 years, JDC's Hesed Centers have been saving Jewish lives and 
building Jewish life across the former Soviet Union. Israel's decision to honor Elizaveta 
with the torch lighting pays testimony to her heroic and selfless efforts.
Thank you for the role you play in helping Elizaveta and her peers continue their life-
saving work for Ukraine's Jews. 
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As of April 24, 2022 JDC:

• Evacuated over 12,500 Jews from Ukraine

• Provided over 35,100 refugees with food, 
medicine, trauma support and more 

• Received over 16,500 hotline calls

• Delivered nearly 300 tons of humanitarian aid
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