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In light of the current emergency situation, JDC has been reaching out to 
municipalities and local councils in the emergency zone to gauge their needs. We 
have found that unlike in previous emergencies, where municipalities were 
dependent on external assistance right from the start, we are now seeing 
municipalities and government agencies better organized and capable of handling 
immediate needs. This is a huge step forward.  It means that JDC's emergency 
response will focus on those places where our help is still needed, as well as on more 
intermediate and longer term needs if the situation escalates.  
 
Many JDC programs have added value in times of emergency, with significant impact 
in times like this.  Here are three examples of work in the field happening right now, 
having benefited from past JFNA emergency campaign funding: 
 

 Real time assistance to people with disabilities within rocket range.   
People with disabilities are particularly vulnerable and require more support in 
coping with the crisis.  JDC's virtual Center for Independent Living (CIL), an 
online community platform for people with disabilities, is providing real time 
assistance and advice for how to cope during this difficult time.  The virtual CIL 
was launched in March 2018 through the support of JFNA, and offers 
information and services in Hebrew, Russian, and Arabic to people with 
disabilities.  In addition, staff and volunteers at our Center for Independent 
Living in Beer Sheva are reaching out to clients to assess their needs and offer 
support.   

 

 Professionals helping disadvantaged families cope.  
With funds raised during the last emergency campaign, JDC recently trained 
professionals who work with the most disadvantaged families in the south. 
These families have difficulty coping during times of calm, and often suffer 
greatly during emergencies.  JDC provided these professionals with training 
workshops and a manual containing practical approaches and advice to help 
alleviate some of the suffering. With the current escalation, this important 
work, carried out during times of calm, is being implemented and helping the 
most vulnerable families now when needed the most. 

 

 Effectively managing volunteers.   
The National Council for Volunteering is continuing the work of JDC's national 
volunteerism initiative. Following the last crisis, and utilizing JFNA emergency 
campaign funding, JDC, JAFI and other partners established mechanisms and 
platforms to effectively manage the waves of volunteers who offer help in 
times of crisis.  The National Council for volunteering is working side by side 
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Israel's National Emergency Authority to help match volunteers to the needs 
on the ground.     

 
 
JDC continues to be in touch with partners in the south and is closely monitoring the 
needs. As the situation develops, JDC will make decisions regarding the need for and 
timing of a further JDC response. We will continue to share updates with you as the 
situation progresses. 


