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Israel Religious Expression Platform (iRep) Allocations 2021 
 
The Israel Religious Expression Platform, iRep, is a coalition of Jewish Federations and 
foundations that work together to advance legitimacy and support for diverse Jewish 
expressions in Israel. iRep was formed as an outcome of the Global Planning Table initiative. 
 
There are currently  twenty-five Jewish Federations who are members of iRep including:  Ann 
Arbor, Boston, Charlotte, Chicago, Cincinnati, Colorado, Greater Metro West, Greensboro, 
Houston, Kansas City, Los Angeles, Louisville, Madison, Miami, Milwaukee, Nashville, New York, 
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Princeton-Mercer-Bucks, Rochester, San Diego, San Francisco, St. Louis, 
and Western Massachusetts. iRep is also supported by the Gorlin Foundation. 
 
For more information on iRep and to learn how your Federation can join, please contact Einat 
Hurvitz, director of iRep.  
 
iRep has entered a second phase of its work designed to ensure that every Israeli can exercise 
choice and self-determination around his/her own Jewish identity and practice, and that these 
choices are publicly legitimized and receive meaningful support at both the national and local 
level.  
 
Earlier in the summer of 2021, iRep launched a request for proposals seeking to partner with 
Israeli grassroots organizations working to increase accessibility around a full range of options 
for celebrating life-cycle ceremonies and Jewish holidays as well as those advocating for 
government support for a diversity of Jewish religious programming.  
 
At the end of October, the iRep committee approved allocations in the amount of $410,000 to 
nine projects of Israeli organizations working in the field of religious diversity. Below is a short 
description of those projects that were awarded funding:   
 

Marriage Freedom 
 
Israel Hofsheet (Be Free Israel), (http://bfree.org.il/english) 
Israel Hofsheet will promote and advocate for the option of secular Jewish wedding ceremonies, 
with a special focus on Russian speaking population in Israel who have faced particular 
challenges in this area. They will also work with the Ministry of Justice to create a national 
registration for couples considered “common law married”.  

 
Chuppot   (https://chuppot.org.il/en/)  
Chuppot is an organization that challenges the monopoly of the Chief Rabbinate of Israel 
through the provision of private Halachic wedding ceremonies. With this grant, they will 
promote and advocate the idea that marriage outside of the Rabbinate is a legitimate and viable 
option.  
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The Shalom Hartman Institute (https://www.hartman.org.il/) 
The Shalom Hartman institute’s network of Israeli rabbis is working to promote choice in 
marriage ceremonies and will create a comprehensive website containing information on 
wedding ceremony possibilities outside of the Rabbinate.  

 
Pluralistic options for celebrating Bat and Bar Mitzvah 
For the first time, iRep is investing in projects that promote greater awareness and options for 
celebrating lifecycle events from all streams of Jewish culture and tradition as well as diverse 
ways for holiday celebrations. 

 
The Leo Baeck Center (http://leobaeckhaifa.org/) 
The Leo Baeck Center in Haifa is partnering with different streams of Judaism within the city of 
Haifa (Orthodox, Reform, Conservative and Liberal Humanistic) in a unique city-wide 
collaboration to offer a variety of meaningful Bat Mitzvah experiences that include both 
religious and non-religious options.  
 

The Reform and Conservative movements ( https://www.reform.org.il/eng/ and 
https://masorti.org/)  
The Reform and Conservative movements will engage in a joint campaign to better educate the 
public on its options for creating a meaningful bar/bat mitzvah ceremony, with a particular 
emphasize on promoting women and girl’s active role of reading the Torah as Bat Mitzvah girls, 
mothers and sisters. The campaign will include the option to hold a meaningful ceremony at the 
egalitarian Kotel plaza in Jerusalem.  
 

Meaningful Options to Celebrate Jewish Holidays for all Israelis  
Machon Hachagim – Home for the Holidays (https://www.eng.chagim.org.il/)  
Machon Hachagim will run training programs for public school system educators to expose them 
to the wealth of online content on Jewish holiday celebrations that relate to all streams of 
Judaism and Jewish identity and culture.  

 
Working with Decision Makers on Promoting Jewish Diversity  
iRep is investing in advocacy efforts to influence and work together with Israeli decision makers 
to ensure they have access and information on all the possible diverse Jewish lifecycle events 
available to Israelis. 

 
Panim http://www.panim.org.il/en 

Panim will work with government ministries to update their criteria and other bureaucratic 
demands so they fit pluralistic organizations. and train the organizations on how to apply for the 
new avenues of support that will open up. 

 
Ne`emanei Torah Va`Avodah ( https://toravoda.org.il/en/) 
Ne`emanei Torah Va`Avodah will work with government ministries to develop criteria that will 
enable greater support of open and more pluralistic Orthodox services.  

 
Kolot ( https://kolot.net/)  
Kolot will develop a second-year curriculum for their successful municipal leader’s beit midrash 
or study hall program. During this second-year program, they will provide City Mayors and CEOs 
with practical tools on how to support and amplify the pluralistic organizations and services 
within their municipality. 
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