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During Rosh Hodesh prayers of the Hebrew month of Tamuz (July), a group of ultra-Orthodox youth disrupted the
prayer services of an American bar mitzvah boy at the egalitarian prayer section at the Kotel and interfered with
several other ceremonies that were also underway.  
A few dozen youths arrived at the site with whistles and used them to disturb the prayer service, shouting slurs at
the families conducting the ceremonies and destroying the prayer books published by the Conservative Movement.
The police on site at the time did not intervene to stop the disturbance, only arresting several of the youth who
became physically violent.
Following these events, leaders from four major international Jewish organizations (including Julie Platt, Chair of
the Board and Eric Fingerhut, President and CEO of JFNA) sent a letter to PM Lapid demanding that “immediate
action” be taken to address this situation. 

Read more:
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-710866

This report covers the period of April - July 2022. Click here for previous issues of this update.

The Jewish Agency’s Board of Governors adopted a unanimous resolution condemning the violent events at the
egalitarian section and requiring the organization to discuss the matter with Israeli government officials, to garner
Israeli public opinion about the issue, and to identify “actions that can be taken to ensure that all Jews are
welcomed to Ezrat Yisrael (the egalitarian section)” at its July session.

The Kotel (Western Wall)

https://www.timesofisrael.com/after-bar-mitzvah-overrun-by-zealots-parents-lament-we-saw-israel-at-its-lowest/

https://www.timesofisrael.com/heads-of-major-jewish-groups-press-lapid-after-zealots-overrun-western-wall-
prayers/amp/#amp_tf=From%20%251%24s&aoh=16575394608246&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com

Read more:
https://www.timesofisrael.com/jewish-agency-approves-boosting-security-at-western-wall-after-despicable-protest/
 https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2022-07-12/ty-article/.premium/jewish-agency-to-implement-plan-to-safeguard-non-orthodox-jews-
at-western-wall/00000181-f363-dab0-a9e1-f3ebc21d0000

https://jewishfederations.org/about-jfna/israel-overseas/advancing-religious-freedom-in-israel
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-710866
https://cdn.fedweb.org/fed-42/2212/Pluralism%2520Update%2520March%25202022%2520-%2520Final.pdf
https://www.timesofisrael.com/after-bar-mitzvah-overrun-by-zealots-parents-lament-we-saw-israel-at-its-lowest/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/heads-of-major-jewish-groups-press-lapid-after-zealots-overrun-western-wall-prayers/amp/#amp_tf=From%20%251%24s&aoh=16575394608246&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com
https://www.timesofisrael.com/jewish-agency-approves-boosting-security-at-western-wall-after-despicable-protest/
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2022-07-12/ty-article/.premium/jewish-agency-to-implement-plan-to-safeguard-non-orthodox-jews-at-western-wall/00000181-f363-dab0-a9e1-f3ebc21d0000


Read more:
https://www.jpost.com/israeli-news/article-711666
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In June, the Ministry of Diaspora Affairs announced the establishment of a joint venture promoting “Jewish
Renewal” with Panim, an umbrella organization of 40 pluralistic Jewish civil society organizations. 
The total budget for this initiative is NIS 60 million, with half of the funds provided by the Diaspora Affairs Ministry
and half by Panim in partnership with different philanthropies. The funds will be used to promote diverse Jewish
practices and organizations. This is the implementation of the plan approved as part of the State budget for 2022
and 2023 to form a “Jewish renaissance” division at the Ministry of Diaspora Affairs. 
To mark the event, a survey was conducted which includes findings that suggest “a large majority of the Jewish
public in Israel believe there should be greater accommodation for the diversity of identities and traditions in Israeli
society.”  Read more about the directorate and the survey here.

In July, Israel’s central district court ruled that the Interior Ministry must register couples who wed through an
online marriage service carried out under the auspices of the State of Utah in the United States as married. This
ruling now allows Israeli couples to be married in civil ceremonies without leaving the country.
The court based its decision on a long-standing precedent, which requires the State of Israel to acknowledge and
register marriages performed legally in a foreign country thereby granting the couple de-facto the same legal status
as couples who married in Israel.
Jewish couples married abroad, whether through video conference or in-person ceremony, will still be required to
get a divorce through the Rabbinate.

Marriage and Divorce

https://www.timesofisrael.com/court-rules-online-civil-marriage%D7%93-valid-upending-israels-religious-status-quo/

Funding of Diverse Jewish Practices

Read more:
https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/article-711316
https://www.israelhayom.com/2022/07/06/administration-for-jewish-renewal-to-educate-israelis-on-all-jewish-streams/

During the June Pride Month, a survey conducted among the 120 members of Israel’s Knesset, found strong
support for same-sex marriages among the center-left parties, as well as Lieberman’s Yisrael Beitenu party (which
in the past was seen to be more socially conservative.) Of the right-wing parties, both the Haredi parties and
Yamina (Bennet’s party) declined to answer. The majority of Likud MKs declined to answer the survey.
Read more:
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/politics-and-diplomacy/article-709331

LGBTQ+

https://www.jpost.com/israeli-news/article-711666
https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/article-712689
https://www.timesofisrael.com/court-rules-online-civil-marriage%D7%93-valid-upending-israels-religious-status-quo/
https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/article-711316
https://www.israelhayom.com/2022/07/06/administration-for-jewish-renewal-to-educate-israelis-on-all-jewish-streams/
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/politics-and-diplomacy/article-709331
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In June, the largest-ever public campaign in support of LGBTQ people in Arab society was launched across the
country by the organization Beit el-Meem, which was set up to specifically help LGBTQ people in Arab communities.
In general, Arab society in Israel is more conservative than Jewish society, and this campaign is the first attempt
ever to normalize non-heterosexual identity in Arab society.

Read more:
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-709218

In June, the Ministries of Education and Finance both signed an agreement with the Belz Chassidic sect, promising
that the state would fund ultra-Orthodox schools that teach the secular subjects of math, English, and science to
its students, without requiring them to include other core curricula.
This agreement includes private boys’ schools that have not previously taught any core curriculum subjects.
 Participating schools will receive approximately $1,700 per student.  This support is conditioned on a third of their
students passing an exam testing their knowledge in the three required subjects.

Ultra-Orthodox Society and the State

Gender Segregation

Also in June, a Pride Parade in Mitzpeh Ramon, a small town in the south of Israel, went ahead as planned, after an
unsuccessful attempt to marginalize it was blocked in a court hearing.  A week before the parade was set to take
place, the police notified the organizers that they would need to move it to the outskirts of the city, due to threats
being made to the security of the participants. The organizers objected and petitioned the court to keep the original
route.  During the proceedings, the lack of any police intelligence to support the move was revealed and the original
route was therefore approved.  The parade took place as planned without incident. 

Read more:
https://www.timesofisrael.com/police-back-down-from-plans-to-reroute-mitzpe-ramon-pride-parade-to-avoid-yeshiva/

In May, an 11 year old girl named Ayala sued the Israeli youth basketball association for discrimination due to the
fact that a religious boys’ team refused to play basketball against her.   In a gesture of support, her teammates
announced that they would also not play and would forfeit the game.   As a result, the religious boys team backed
down and the game took place as planned. 
The basketball association’s regulations allow religious boys to refuse to play against a girl and Ayala and her
parents are taking the Israeli youth league to court, challenging its discriminatory bylaws. 

Read more:
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2022-05-29/ty-article/.highlight/a-religious-team-wouldnt-play-with-her-so-she-took-them-to-
court/00000181-0eac-dcf3-a395-3fac12570000

https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-709218
https://www.timesofisrael.com/police-back-down-from-plans-to-reroute-mitzpe-ramon-pride-parade-to-avoid-yeshiva/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/police-back-down-from-plans-to-reroute-mitzpe-ramon-pride-parade-to-avoid-yeshiva/
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2022-05-29/ty-article/.highlight/a-religious-team-wouldnt-play-with-her-so-she-took-them-to-court/00000181-0eac-dcf3-a395-3fac12570000
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2022-05-29/ty-article/.highlight/a-religious-team-wouldnt-play-with-her-so-she-took-them-to-court/00000181-0eac-dcf3-a395-3fac12570000
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It should be noted, that there are some ultra-Orthodox boys’ schools committed to teaching all core curriculum
subjects which receive full funding, although there is no effective oversight to gauge how much of the core
curriculum is actually being taught. Ultra-Orthodox schools for girls teach all core curriculum subjects.
  Read more:
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2022-06-27/ty-article/.premium/israel-to-fund-haredi-schools-even-if-they-teach-only-part-of-the-
core-curriculum/00000181-a64a-db99-a7b3-bf5f908e0000

https://www.i24news.tv/en/news/israel/society/1656411826-israel-to-fund-ultra-orthodox-schools-despite-lacking-curriculum/

In Related News

In June, the Knesset health committee approved new regulations to ease the procedure for a woman to
get an abortion. Israeli law still requires that a woman seeking abortion qualify under specific
requirements and be approved by a professional panel, but the procedures have been streamlined and
simplified. 

Read an overview of Matan Kahana’s tenure as Minister of Religious Affair.
  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/06/28/israel-abortion-law-changes-roe/

https://www.timesofisrael.com/matan-kahana-has-upset-the-religious-status-quo-and-his-work-wont-be-easily-undone/

Controversy over a widespread media and social media campaign to encourage Jewish women to follow
the family purity Jewish law.

https://www.jpost.com/j-spot/article-709268

https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2022-06-27/ty-article/.premium/israel-to-fund-haredi-schools-even-if-they-teach-only-part-of-the-core-curriculum/00000181-a64a-db99-a7b3-bf5f908e0000
https://www.i24news.tv/en/news/israel/society/1656411826-israel-to-fund-ultra-orthodox-schools-despite-lacking-curriculum
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/06/28/israel-abortion-law-changes-roe/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/matan-kahana-has-upset-the-religious-status-quo-and-his-work-wont-be-easily-undone/
https://www.jpost.com/j-spot/article-709268

