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HISTORY	  OF	  THE	  JEWS	  OF	  PORTUGAL	  

Legends say that Jews first came to the Iberian peninsula during the reign of Nebuchadnezzar in 
the 6th century BCE, or maybe even during the reign of King Solomon. But it was during the 13th 
and 14th centuries, known as the Golden Age of Discovery, that Jews made a major contribution 
to Portugal’s success. About 20 percent of the total population of Portugal was Jewish, and they 
were the intellectual and economic elite of the country. They were involved in all aspects of the 
explorations, from financing the sailing fleets to making scientific discoveries in the fields of 
mathematics, medicine and cartography. Many were employed as physicians and astronomers as 
well royal treasurers, tax collectors and advisors. 
As the Golden Age of Discovery yielded to the Inquisition, Portugese Jews went from the 
heights of wealth and success to the depths of anguish and despair as they were forced to convert 
and become “new Christians” or forfeit their freedom.While many of the New Christians 
accepted their religion, many chose to continue practicing Judaism behind closed doors while 
publicly practicing Catholic rituals. They became known as Marranos or crypto-Jews. 



Today there are about 600 Jews living in Portugal, as well as a Marrano community numbering 
close to 100 individuals. The largest Jewish community of about 300 is located in Lisbon. 
	   	  



DRAFT	  ITINERARY	  HIGHLIGHTS	  –	  SUBJECT	  TO	  CHANGE 

	  

THURSDAY,	  SEPTEMBER	  15 

Independent	  arrivals	  	  	  

Welcome	  buffet	  lunch	  in	  a	  private	  room	  	  

Briefing	  by	  Jose	  Oulman	  Carp	  (TBC):	  “Jews	  of	  Portugal”	  
 

City	  Overview	  including	  Jewish	  Lisbon	  	   	   

 
Explore the Alfama quarter, including the Judiaria 
Grande, one of the city's oldest areas, where a large 
Jewish community flourished in the Middle Ages. 
Stop at Rossio Square, where thousands of Jews 
were condemned and burnt at the stake by the 
Inquisition. Continue to the Belém district, 
dedicated to the Portuguese navigators who led the 
voyages to the New World. Visit the Tomb of 

Vasco da Gama, the well-known navigator who first discovered the route to India. 
 
Late afternoon meeting at the Ohel Jacob Synagogue with Annusim (Marranos). (TBC). 
Evening: Dinner	  at	  Tagide	  Restaurant	  or	  similar	  with	  the	  American	  Ambassador	  (TBC)	  

OVERNIGHT:	  FOUR	  SEASONS	  HOTEL,	  LISBON	  

 

FRIDAY,	  SEPTEMBER	  16 

Breakfast	  at	  leisure	  

Briefing	  at	  the	  Foreign	  Ministry,	  Palácio	  das	  Necessidades	  (TBC)	  	   
 

 

 

 

 



Depart	  	  for	  excursion	  to	  Sintra	  and	  Estoril   

 
Drive along the Atlantic coast to Sintra, the “Glorious Eden” of Lord Byron and ancient summer 
refuge of the royal court. View the artistic, botanical, and historic richness of the Sintra 
landscape and explore the Portuguese Royal Palace with its remarkable azulejos and artesonado 
ceilings dating from the 15th-17th century.  
 
 
 
Enjoy lunch at a local restaurant and, time permitting, stop at Estoril, where may Jews took 
refuge during World War II. 
 
 

Return to Lisbon. 
 
 
 
 
Kabbalat	  Shabbat	  at	  Shaare	  Tikva	  Synagogue,	  built by the 
Lisbon Jewish colony in 1904. Greetings	  by	  Rabbi	  Eliezer	  Shai	  
di	  Martino	  followed	  by	  a	  kosher	  Shabbat	  dinner	  with	  members	  
of	  the	  community. 

 

OVERNIGHT:	  FOUR	  SEASONS	  HOTEL,	  LISBON	  

 
 

 

SATURDAY,	  SEPTEMBER	  17	  

Breakfast	  at	  leisure	  

 

 
Begin the day with a visit to Fronteira Palace and Garden. 

   

The palace and gardens are a place of harmony and beauty that reflects the 
ideals of the Italian Renaissance. This is one of the best places to see great 
Portuguese tiles. In fact, the Room of Battles has been called “the Sistine 



Chapel of tile work.”  
 
 
 
Visit the National Museum of Ancient Art, considered one of the most important art museums in 
Europe. Its collection spans the 12th-19th centuries and includes many paintings with Jewish 
themes. 
 
Lunch at a local restaurant with the Israeli ambassador (TBC) 
 
Enjoy the rest of the day at leisure. Stroll through Chiado, an elegant district of theaters, 
bookshops, old-style cafes, art nouveau jewelry shops and boutiques. 
 
Evening free   
OVERNIGHT:	  FOUR	  SEASONS	  HOTEL,	  LISBON	  

 

SUNDAY,	  SEPTEMBER	  18	  

Breakfast	  at	  leisure	  and	  hotel	  checkout	  

Transfer	  to	  the	  airport. 

Depart	  Lisbon	  for	  Madrid	  via	  UX	  1150	  at	  11:30	  AM. 

Arrive	  in	  Madrid	  at	  1:45	  PM.	  You	  will	  be	  met,	  assisted	  and	  transferred	  to	  your	  hotel. 

 

 

 

 

	  


