
 
 
 

Increase Funding for the Nonprofit Security Grant Program (NSGP) in FY 2016 
 
Request: Please ask your Senators and Representatives to weigh in with Congressional leadership and 
appropriators to increase the FY 2016 NSGP allocation to $25 million within the final spending bill Congress is 
negotiating.  This is the amount Senate appropriators included this summer within the FY 2016 Department of 
Homeland Security/Federal Emergency Management/State and Local Programs account. This increased funding 
will provide greater physical security resources to at-risk nonprofit institutions in the Jewish community at a time 
of heightened risk. 

Current Status: In June, the Senate Appropriations Committee approved $25 million to fund NSGP in FY 2016. 
In July, the House Appropriations Committee approved $13 million to fund the program. The discrepancy 
between funding levels between the two chambers provides an opportunity for Congress to agree to the higher 
Senate funding level for NSGP within its final spending package for FY 2016. 

Background: In 2004, JFNA proposed the creation of a national security program at the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) to bolster the physical security of at-risk nonprofit institutions, generally, and as a 
particular response to growing concerns about the safety and security of Jewish communal institutions in the post-
9/11 environment. In response to JFNA’s advocacy, Congress created the Nonprofit Security Grant program in 
fiscal year 2005. NSGP provides small grants of up to $75,000 within designated high-risk areas to be used for the 
acquisition and installation of physical security enhancements, including fencing, bollards, and other barriers; 
lighting, surveillance, and metal detection equipment; blast proofing doors and windows; cyber-security; and 
related training exercises.  

Issue: The NSGP program’s initial allocation in FY 2005 was $25 million.  In the intervening years, and 
particularly since the enactment of the Budget Control Act of 20011, Congress has cut the NSGP’s annual 
funding nearly in half. Yet, at the same time, risks to the Jewish community globally, including within the United 
States, have increased, from threats emanating from across the ideological spectrum.  

Threats: In October, Department of Homeland Security Secretary Jeh Johnson’s and FBI Director James 
Comey’s both updated the respective Homeland Security committees on the growing threat to the nation posed by 
the widespread use by Islamic terrorist organizations of the internet and social media to incite attacks against and 
within the United States.  Since then, and with increasing frequency, the Jewish community has been the target of 
these incitements, as illustrated in the following recent reports: 

I. On October 28, Stratfor Global Intelligence released a report warning that ISIL’s use of social media outlets 
such as Twitter and Facebook to incite violence against Jews (using such hashtags as #stabajew, 
#theknivesintifada, and #BeheadtheJew) have gone viral, and would likely lead to the increased threat of lone 
wolf attacks against Jewish targets outside of Israel.  Stratfor further warned, that ISIL’s widespread emphasis on 
the knife as a weapon of choice will make it particularly difficult for security services in the United States to 
detect and prevent the mounting threat to Jewish targets, adding that even the best security services cannot 
prevent every lone wolf attack, given that there are simply too many potential assailants to investigate and too 
many possible targets to guard. 



II. On November 2nd, the International Business Times reported that an ISIL-affiliated group released a video 
that vows to launch a war against Jews. The video, the second of its kind in recent weeks, shows a knife-wielding 
ISIS fighter standing near two masked and armed men. The narrator announces that the war against the Jews “will 
soon be launched, God willing.” “To all the Jews, grandsons of apes and pigs, we are coming at you from all over 
the world, he says.   

III. On November 2nd, the Daily Mail reported that al-Qaeda leader Ayman al-Zawahiri released a 16-minute 
propaganda message, inciting followers to conduct a new wave of attacks on the United States for its continuing 
support of Israel, while praising Palestinians who are carrying out stabbing attacks on Jews across Israel. 

Justification: These reports, coupled with many other incidents of threats and violence (committed by 
perpetrators from across the ideological spectrum) against the Jewish community at home, provide ample 
justification and underscore the urgent need for Congress to bolster the Nonprofit Security Grant Program in FY 
2016, so that at-risk nonprofit institutions have the resources they need to improve their ability to deter, detect, 
prevent and recover from terrorist threats and attacks.  Such measures would be consistent with the Department of 
Homeland Security’s and FEMA’s assessments of the program: 1) As an efficient and effective means to 
accomplish a great deal of security enhancement and preparedness through modest resources; and 2) As a means 
to promote coordination and collaboration in emergency preparedness activities among private community 
representatives and state and local government agencies.  

Legislative Relief: There is a direct correlation between the program’s funding levels and its overall reach among 
at-risk communities. In FY 2015, Congress allocated $13 million to NSGP and 181 grants were awarded. By 
comparison, if Congress increased the NSGP program’s funding to $25 million in FY 2016, DHS would make at 
a minimum 333 awards in the next program grant cycle. 

For further information, please contact Robert Goldberg at: Rob.Goldberg@JewishFederations.org or 
(202) 726-5881. 
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