
 

 

 
Planting Seeds for the Jewish Community of the 
Future 
by Dirk Bird, Vice President, Philanthropy and 
Financial Resource Development 
 
Several years ago, I was sitting in shul with my 
oldest son who was 15 at the time. He was 
wandering through the depths of his fertile 
imagination during the sermon when the Rabbi said 
something about the concept of legacy. Suddenly, 
my son perked up and said, “Legacy…planting 

seeds in a garden that you never get to see grow.” Welling up with pride, I turned and 
looked at him prepared to fully acknowledge that he a) was paying attention in shul and 
b) had uttered such poignant words. Sensing that this was coming, he preempted me by 
saying, “Dad, it’s from Hamilton.” Regardless, the message stuck. When we leave a 
legacy gift, we are investing in something powerful for those whom we will never meet 
and making an impact that we will never see. 
 
As Jewish communal leaders and donors, we have a shared, sacred obligation to 
ensure that future generations have the resources to shape the future of our Jewish 
world and ensure that our Jewish communities flourish. Each one of us is the 
beneficiary of those who came before us who shaped the community that we inherited 
and steward today, and it is now our turn to give to others what we have all been given. 
When it comes to legacy giving and endowment development, lay leadership in general 
and board leadership, in particular, must play a central role in pushing our organizations 
to elevate legacy giving. 
 
A powerful step in this process is affirming our commitment to the future of the Jewish 
people by signing the Jewish Future Pledge (www.jewishfuturepledge.org). The Jewish 
Future Pledge is a commitment that at least half of the funds you leave to charity 
(regardless of the amount) through your estate or other planned vehicles will be 
earmarked to support the Jewish people and/or the State of Israel. The Pledge is not a 
fundraiser for a specific Jewish organization. Rather, it is a moral commitment to the 
Jewish people. Signing the pledge is more than just a passive act. This process may 
lead to important conversations with your family about your values and hopes for the 
future. 
 

http://www.jewishfuturepledge.org/


A legacy gift is a fundamental act of faith – when we leave these gifts, we do not know 
what is going to happen in the future, but we are driven by a belief in the future of the 
Jewish people. This is more than monetary; when we transfer our assets, but not our 
values, then we rob the next generation of these beautiful gifts. By sharing in what we 
believe, about what we care the most, and from what and whom we have learned and 
grown, we create ripples that are not bound by the laws of nature but are rather 
galvanized by the unbreakable connection from the past and to the future. Signing the 
Jewish Future Pledge is a wonderful first step on this critical journey.  
  
To learn more about how you and your community can be part of the Jewish Future 
Pledge and JFNS Planned Giving & Endowment resources and service, contact 
dirk.bird@jewishfederations.org 
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