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May 23, 2023

The Honorable Antony Blinken
Secretary of State

Harry S. Truman Building
2201C Street, NW

Room 7226

Washington, DC 20520

Dear Secretary Blinken,

We write out of deep concern over the welfare of Evan
Gershkovich, the Wall Street Journalreporter wrongfully detained
and accused of espionage by the Russian authorities on March 29,
2023. We appreciate everything you have done to date and urge
you to continue to take every step in your power to bring Evan
home.

While this case presents the broad policy implications of a foreign
government detaining a United States journalist, on what we
understand from your statements are groundless charges, for us,
this is personal. Evan and his family are members of our American
Jewish community. We are very concerned about Evan’s well-
being, particularly given the record of Russian detention of
Americans in various cases for months and years.

As you know, Evan’s parents fled the Soviet Union and the
antisemitism Jews faced there in 1979, seeking freedom and
opportunity in the United States. Like many in our community,
Evan was raised with a deep appreciation for the promise of the
American dream. His story is one that all American Jews can
relate to and has galvanized our community to act to ensure his
safe return.

Thank you for designating Evan as wrongfully detained, pursuant
to the Robert Levinson Act. With this designation, you have sent a
strong signal that we do not consent to Russia’s actions and will do
all that we can to bring Evan home. Importantly, we appreciate
that this designation creates the impetus for Special Presidential
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Envoy for Hostage Affairs Roger Carstens to convene our

government’s broad expertise and efforts on Evan’s behalf. We

have seen Envoy Carstens’ statements in the media as evidence of

his attention to this case.

We are also grateful for all that you and Ambassador Linda

Thomas-Greenfield have done in leading a coalition of UN

Member States in support of Evan’s release. This multi-lateral

statement is very important to send the Russian government a

clear message.

With the President’s vocal support, including at the White House

Correspondents’ Dinner, and bipartisan Congressional interest,

there has been a clear message from Washington that Evan

Gershkovich must be released.

Our community stands ready to fully support you and your

colleagues in our government and again urges you to use all

available tools to bring Evan home as soon as possible.

Thank you,
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Federation of Greater
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Jewish Alliance of Greater
Rhode Island

Jewish Community Alliance
of NEPA

Jewish Community Center
and Federation of Augusta

Jewish Community
Federation & Endowment
Fund of San Francisco

Jewish Community Relations
Council of Louisville

Jewish Community Relations
Council & Jewish Federation
of Omaha

Jewish Community Relations
Council for Tucson &
Southern Arizona

Jewish Community Relations
Council of Greater Boston

Jewish Community Relations
Council of Greater Phoenix

Jewish Community Relations
Council of Minnesota and the
Dakotas

Jewish Community Relations
Council of New York

Jewish Community Relations
Council of the Birmingham
Jewish Federation

Jewish Federation Greater
Fairfield County

Jewish Federationin the
Heart of New Jersey

Jewish Federation of
Broward County

Jewish Federation of Central
Massachusetts

Jewish Federation of Central
New York

Jewish Federation of
Cleveland

Jewish Federation of
Delaware

Jewish Federation of
Dutchess County

Jewish Federation of Eastern
Connecticut

Jewish federation of Fort
Wayne

Jewish Federation of
Greater Ann Arbor

Jewish Federation of
Greater Charlotte

Jewish Federation of
Greater Dallas

Jewish Federation of
Greater Hartford

Jewish Federation of
Greater MetroWest, NJ

Jewish Federation of
Greater Naples
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Jewish Federation of
Greater New Orleans

Jewish Federation of
Greater Philadelphia

Jewish Federation of
Greater Pittsburgh

Jewish Federation of
Greater Portland

Jewish Federation of
Greater Rockford

Jewish Federation of
Greater Seattle

Jewish Federation of
Greater Toledo

Jewish Federation of
Greater Washington

Jewish Federation of Lane
County

Jewish Federation of
Northeastern NY

Jewish Federation of
Northern New Jersey

Jewish Federation of Omaha

Jewish Federation of Palm
Beach County

Jewish Federation of South
Palm Beach County

Jewish Federation of Peoria

Jewish Federation of San
Diego

Jewish Federation of San
Diego

Jewish Federation of
Sarasota-Manatee

Jewish Federation of
Southern New Jersey

Jewish Federation of
Southern NJ

Jewish Federation of
Springfield

Jewish Federation of the
Bluegrass

Jewish Federation of the
Lehigh Valley

Jewish Federation of Tulsa

Jewish Federation of
Ventura County

Jewish Federation of
Western Massachusetts

Jewish United Fund/Jewish
Federation of Chicago

Jewish Columbus
Memphis Jewish Federation

Mid Kansas Jewish
Federation Inc

Milwaukee Jewish Federation
Ohio Jewish Communities
Tampa JCCs and Federation

The Jewish Federation of
Greater Los Angeles
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UJA-Federation of NY
UJA-JCC Greenwich

United Jewish Community of
the Virginia Peninsula

Individuals:

Caryn Rosen
Adelman

Dan Aguila

Jaime Aklepi

Luba Alperovich
Misha Alperovich
Barbara Amoils
Maria Andrianos
Cheryl Aptowitzer
Miriam Arnold
Shoshana Aroll
Marc Ashed

Elaine Bachenheimer
Riselle Bain

Eunice Banowitch
Karen Barall
Bridget Bard
Tzipporah Bat Ami
Kalman Baumann

Jacqueline
Baumgarten

Paul Beiersdorf

United Jewish Federation of

Stamford, New Canaan and

Darien

Tidewater

Joshua Belfer
Gail Belfer

Joel Belfer
Leah Benamy
Lana Benatovich
Herbert Benkel
Susan Berger
Sheryl Berke
Joann Berkson
Kenneth Berlin
Sol Bernstein
Stuart Bernstein
Alex Bernstein
Julie Bernstein
Mary Bilyeu
Nina Birch

Lisa Birchfield
Natalie Bivas
Paula Blank
Mala Blomquist
Betsy Bocher

Alisa Bodner

United Jewish Federation of

Neal Borovitz
Judith Bowman
Cheryl Brandes
Paul Brensilber
Nancy Brock
Cathy Brook

Amy Cantor
Rebecca Carlson
Jennifer Chachkes
Jane Charney
John Chatman
Natalya Chernyak
Tina Cohen
Deborah Cohen
Naomi Copeland

Erica Daniels-
Strater

Peggy David

Jeffrey Dawson
Bonnie Dawson
Valerie Delman

Mackenzie DiVite
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Evan Dobkin

Lisa Douek

Hattie Dubroff
Arthur Dubroff
Isabella Dubrow
Irwin Dunietz

Peter Eckstein
Lauren Edelman
Michelle Eggert
Karen Eldred

llene Engel

Jeanne Epstein

Liz Etkin-kramer
Nilene Evans
Jhanna Even
Shoshana Farbman
Hagit Fefferman
Alexandra Feinstein
Shirley Feldman
Donna Feldman

Barbara Gail Rind
Feller

Leslie Felner
Nancy Ferer
Lorraine Fisher
Susan Fishman
Reuven Flamer
Dave Fleisch

Eva Fontheim

Nelson France
Elisabeth G. Frank
Susan Freedman
Tricia Friedman
Lori Fritz

Rachel Front

S. Fuller

Judith Galler
Eva Gans

Laura Garfinkel
Lenore Garon

Linda Geller-
Schwartz

Irwin Gelman
Irina Genkin
Bobby Gibbs
Marsha Gilbert
Lindsey Glantz
Lisa Glick

Daniela Gliksberg
Debbie Gober
Megan Goheen
Matt Goldberg
Muriel Goldberg
Norbert Goldfield
Suzanne Goldlust
Paula Goldwyn
Josephine Gon

Jodi Gordon

Marlene Gorin
Aaron Gorodzinsky
Linda Gould
Suzanne Grant
Kelsey Grashoff
Sharron Greenberg
Saul Grossman
Jeffrey Gubitz
Jerry Gutman
David Guzikowski
Judith Hand
Debbie Heller
Judith Hellerstein
Wendy Hernberg
Molly Hill

Robyn Hoffberger
Bonny Hohenberger
llissa Hook

Sharon Horowitz
Melissa Hudson
Ruth Hutter

Roni Igrl

Roy Isenberg
Jeffrey Jackerson
Carol Jaffe
Sharon Janks

Leon Janks

Peggy Kabakow
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Frona Kahn
Steve Karp
Jacqueline Kates
Barb Katz

Inna Katz
Samanth Katz
Susan Katz

Lili Kaufmann
Judah Kerbel
Beverly Kestenbaum
Erin Kinn

Zoya Kinstler
Helen Kirschbaum
Joyce Klein

Mimi Klimberg
Elizabeth Klitzner
Michael Knopf
Jeanne Kolodner

Rabbi Randall
Konigsburg

Mara Koven-
Gelman

Eileen Kramer
Jennifer Kramer
Marlene Krantz
Marina Kravets
Ellen Kruk

Risé Kulick

Janet Kushner

Maxine Ladov
Edwin Ladov
Kathryn Lambert
Michele Landau
Sandra B. Landers
Marcia Landesman

Robin Sue
Landsburg

Bill Landsburg
Brenda Lara
Jessica Lazar Bates
Robin Lazarow
Diane Lesser
Rebecca Letarte
David Leviev

Jeff Levin

Joan Levitt
Rachael Levy
Mayra Lichter
Gloria Lieberstein
Nancy Linsky
Elise Lipoff Mayer
Gail Lipsitz
Miriam Lipsky
Carol Lipsky

Jodi Lipson
Kathryn Loy

Julie Luner

Shari MacKeen

Maritza Mannino
Michael Margolis
Steven Marx
Amy Mates
Gerald Max
Jonathan Mayer
Fortuna Menda
Deborah Merrill
Michele Mester
Jordan Millstein
Daniel Mink
llana Mittleman
Pamela Monsky
Ricardo Moreno
Fanny Moskovitz
Aleska Muller
Renee Nachbar
Anne Nedbailo
Paul Newman
Sharon Newman

Rabbi Tzvi
Nightingale

Barbara Orenstein
Norma Orovitz
Ruth Ort

Josh Pais

Susan Pasternack
Daniel Pearlman

Susan Pearlman
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Frances Penan

Susan Piskiel
Blackburn

Julie Platt

Diane Pliner

Sharon Pohoryles
Suzanne Pollak
Bobbi Prager
Jeffrey Prezant
Elana Prezant
Andrea Rae
Richard Rappaport
Rochelle Rappaport
Timothy Reagan
Celeste Restrepo
Jillian Risberg

Jillian Risberg
Brandon Rosen
Janet Rosenberg
Francine Rosenberg
Janice Rosenblatt
Benjamin Rosenblum
Zeff Ross

Evan Ross

Paul Ross
Stephanie Ross

Rabbi Francine
Roston

Carol Roth

Deborah Roth

lvy Rovner

Susan Rubenstein
Ann Rudolph
Ronald Rudolph
Corey Saban

Carl Sabath
Marcia Sabol
Fredda Sacharow

Rabbi Arnold
Saltzman

Susan Salzman
Benjamin Sanders
Arlene Sankel
Marc Sapin

Kim Savage
Sheree Savar
Joshua Sayles
Lorettas Schatz
Linda Scherzer
Shannon Schneider
Harriet Schulman
Robert Schwartz
Steve Schwartz
Jessica Schwartz
Claudine Schweber
Barry E. Semer
Tamara Shaffer

Colin Shalo

Sarah Shapiro
Lori Shapiro
Lucy Sheffield
Ruth Shere
Rita Sherman
Phyliss Shey

Deborah Short
Siemer

Aleks Shuster
Sherry Silk
Marlene Silver
Peggy Simon
Daphne Singer
Gail Slatko

A. Small

Raizel Small
David Snyder

Iris Snyder
Janine Sobel
Erica Sokoloff
Howard Sokolove
Roberta Soltz
Ezra Solway

Amy Somek Portnoy
Cindy Spahn
Jessica Spilfogel
Robyn Spirtas
Mike Staff

Rita Starishevsky
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Gary Starr
Steve Stern
Audrey Stone
Julie Stone
Mindy Strauss
Peace Sullivan
Stacie Sulzberg
Andrew Szabo
Rebecca Taffet
David Taggart
Suzette Tanen
Erica Tarantur
Joel Taubman
Robyn Tavel
Esther Teller

Nancy Tishler

Cynthia Tivers
Janet Toohey
K. Lynn Tribolet
Mindy Tucker
Wilma Turk
Cynthia Turner

Alan Turtz

Stacey Unterlack

Debi Van Camp

Emily Vishnevetsky

Jeanne Waldman

Jeanne-Marie
Waldman

Gary Walk

Julie Weinberg

Gabriel Weinstein

Anna Weinstein
Fay Weiss

Mandy Weiss
Jennifer Weiss

Rita Winegar

Robin Wishnie
Rebecca Witonsky
Leah Wolf

Maddie Wolf
Sandra Wortzel
Jason Wuliger
Andrea Yablon
Phyllis Zarren-Zohar
Lenard Zimmerman

Jeri Zimmerman
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