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On the afternoon of April 11, 2018 seventy fi ve college and high school 
students, educators and district administrators came together for the 2018 
Orange County Stop Hate Symposium held at Washingtonville High School 

in Washingtonville NY. This extraordinary event was co-presented with the 
MidHudson Social Studies Council and sponsored in full by a generous grant from 
the Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County Zachor Fund.  
Entitled “From Bystander to Upstander,” this symposium provided educators and 
students with an opportunity to investigate the issues of hate, bigotry and intolerance 
and the role we can play in standing up to injustice in our community and the world at 
large. The symposium addressed bystander behavior and the need to teach our children 
to become “upstanders.”
Alan Moskin, a US Army WWII veteran and liberator of a concentration camp inspired 
us the audience with his keynote address. Students and teachers had the unique 
opportunity to hear from an eyewitness to the horrors of the Holocaust. As Mr. Moskin 
noted “they are the last generation to meet with survivors fi rst hand.” 
In addition to Mr. Moskin’s inspiring address the students broke up into smaller groups 
to focus on the role of the bystander. Susan Notar and Kathy Wurster, both social 
studies educators, helped students investigate through case studies why people are 
afraid to take a stand when they see injustice and intolerance in their own lives. 
A lesson on becoming an “Upstander” was the fi nal focus of the program. Mr. Peter 
Nelson an educator and the former Executive Director of New York’s offi  ce of Facing 
History and Ourselves presented strategies for standing up and learning from the 
lessons of the past.
Our society today seems polarized - fractured along lines of race, religion, and politics. 
Young people grapple with complex issues every day. By bringing teachers and 
students to learn together, our aim is to give them strategies to wrestle with current 
events and diffi  cult issues through the lens of history. The 2018 Stop Hate Symposium 
empowered local youth to make compassionate choices and become better informed 
and engaged leaders of tomorrow.

Alan Moskin surrounded
by some of the teens at 
the Symposium

JFED SPONSORS 2018 ORANGE COUNTY STOP HATE SYMPOSIUM
BY SUSAN NOTAR

JFED AND ROCKLAND 
HOLOCAUST MUSEUM 
ANNOUNCE PARTNERSHIP
The Jewish Federation is proud to announce a new partnership with The 
Holocaust Museum & Center for Tolerance and Education in Orange 
County to provide quality educational programming to the public school 
districts of Orange County. 
With generous support from the Jewish Federation Zachor Fund, several 
programs will be available to Orange County Schools; professional 
development for teachers and administrators, in-class educational 
programming for K-12 students, and Speakers Bureau visits from 
Holocaust survivors and liberators affi  liated with the Museum. These 
unique programs address issues of pluralism, diversity, the history of the 
Holocaust, genocide, and current events. Additionally, all programs will be 
tailored to the community needs of booking schools. 

JFED RECEIVES NEW $195,000 GIFT
The Jewish Federation is pleased to announce it has been awarded a $195,000 gift from a 
local donor to expand its programs and services to the Orange County Jewish community 
in 2018 and beyond. The grant will be used for communal security and combatting local 
antisemitism, Jewish education and engagement programs, communications upgrades, and 
marketing initiatives. 
Communal security and combatting local antisemitism remains one of Federation’s top 
priorities. The Anti-Defamation League reported a 67% increase in anti-Semitic hate crimes in 
2017. Most local synagogues are in need of security upgrades but are unable to access federal 
funding. This new gift provides $25,000 for security upgrades to local synagogues. This new 
grant program will be rolled out this summer. 
To raise awareness of, and combat local antisemitism, the Jewish Federation has been 
sponsoring Holocaust and tolerance programs in the Orange County public schools. Our 
programs are in high demand already reaching faculty and students in Warwick, Cornwall, 
Washingtonville, Newburgh, Chester and Monroe Woodbury. This gift provides funding to 
continue and expand this initiative to include Jewish religious schools in 2018/19.
Jewish education is the key to a prosperous Jewish future. Our PJ Library/ PJ Our Way 
program, a Jewish engagement program off ered in partnership with the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation, is growing and now serves over 225 Orange County families. In addition to 
off ering these families countywide PJ Library programs, we recently launched PJ Play, a new 
monthly preschool program, in Newburgh and Middletown to help families connect with each 
other and their local synagogues. This gift fully funds our PJ Library/PJ Our Way program 
in 2018.

Have you pledged to our 2018 campaign? It’s not too late. 
Call Georgia at 562-7860 and be a part of our Federa  on family.    
   T  Y !

The 2018 Orange County Stop Hate Essay Contest, now in its 4th year was co-
sponsored with the Orange County Human Rights Commission. The winning 
essay is below. Second place went to Jessica Wu from Cornwall Central High School. 
Honorable Mentions were given to James McGill from Cornwall Central High School 
and Emma Mozgiel from Cornwall Central High School.

Winning Essay - “Let’s Make the Right Choice” 
by Tyler Jacklitsch, Monroe-Woodbury HS, 10th Grade
At an early age, we are taught morals. Our parents lay the foundation for us to 
become ethical, responsible beings, with the hopes that one day if we see something 
wrong we will say something. For some people, it’s easy to say something without 
the fear of being judged, but for others it’s not that simple. As teenagers, we feel that 
we are always being judged by the world around us. We do not want to stand out. It is 
easier to blend in with the crowd. It is hard to stand up ... to make the right choice.
Tyler’s essay continues on page 3.



Register online:
 jewishorangeny.org/2018Parade

Buses leaving from Newburgh, 
Monroe and Middletown.

$18 for adults, children 13 and under free.
Includes round trip transporta  on

and t-shirt.
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WE ARE ONE, the newspaper of 
the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Orange County, is published online 
three times a year and is available at 
temples, libraries, YMCAs, doctors’ 
offi  ces, and other locations throughout 
Orange County. It can also be viewed 
on our website, JewishOrangeNY.org

WE ARE ONE does not accept 
ads or copy that we perceive to be 
anti-Semitic, anti-Israel, Holocaust-
denying or in any way defamatory 
to the Jewish people. We reserve the 
right to reject an advertisement that 
is detrimental to any organization, 
institution, individual, or contrary to 
the interest of the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Orange County. 

For more information regarding 
advertising opportunities, or to 
contribute a story, letter or photo, 
please follow our submission 
guidelines in the news section of our 
website, JewishOrangeNY.org

Since 1977, the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Orange County has been working 
to build a strong Jewish community that 
enriches people’s lives, helps those in 
need, and embraces all Jewish families. 
With member support, our recipient 
organizations in Orange County help 
thousands of people here at home and 
through the Jewish Federations of North 
America, aid Jewish communities at 
risk in Israel and around the world. 
For additional information, visit 
JewishOrangeNY.org

If you are not receiving WE ARE ONE 
online please contact our offi  ce.

Donations to support the Jewish 
Federation mission are appreciated. 

ISRAEL - TAKING THE LEAP
BY RABBI  MARCUS RUBENSTEIN
RABBI’S CORNER

During the fantastic Temple 
Sinai trip to Israel we took in 
February, I was charged with the 

task of explaining the Jewish spiritual 
signifi cance of each step along our 
journey. I left the historic and cultural 
facts to our encyclopedic guide, Chen 
Rachamem, and I set myself to the 
task of unearthing and explicating the 
intimate connection to God I feel when 
experiencing Israel. Strangely, I felt 
my role to be diffi  cult at fi rst. Strange- 
because when has a rabbi had trouble 
talking!? This time was diff erent…
On the Shabbat of the week in which 
I’m writing this we read the third of 
four special maftir portions from the 
Torah, parshat parah (cow), detailing 
the purifi cation process after being in 
contact with a dead body. The sages 
throughout the ages were perplexed by 
this mitzvah; how does immersing in the 
ashes of a cremated rare red heifer purify 
one from contact with the chief source of 
impurity, namely death? An explanation 
is not off ered for this mitzvah, rather, 
this specifi c mitzvah is used as the most 
obvious example of a mitzvah for which 
it would be impossible to ever fi nd the 
reason. God only knows the reason for the 
mitzvah of the red heifer, and spiritually 
we are instructed to fulfi ll the mitzvah 
regardless. Our ignorance of the reason 
for doing a mitzvah, but doing it anyway, 
enables us to enter the realm of mystery 
beyond logic and reason. 

Human beings tend to identify themselves 
and their ego with what they know 
and logically understand. At times, 
constantly engaging with this source of 
our identity can sometimes prevent us 
from connecting to God.  The Maharal 
of Prague (R. Yisrael Loew 1512-1609) 
however, argues that God is beyond 
thought, beyond all things. In order 
to be with God, therefore, we have to 
begin to become comfortable living with 
experiences and in places that we don’t 
quite understand. 
We gain a certain comfort and joy when 
we understand intellectually something 
clearly and some feel this is the highest 
pursuit of man. I and the Maharal 
disagree. At some point, we must step 
aside from our logic, reason and analysis 
in order to make way for God. No 
matter how high our IQ is or how much 
we uniquely understand, each person’s 
intellect has limits. In order to encounter 
God, at some point we have to take a 
leap and savor the experience of holiness 
without trying to defi ne it. I am certainly 
not saying that we should never use our 
analysis, logic, or reason but in order to 
have the most awe-inspiring experiences 
we must step aside and understand that 
God is much bigger than whatever we are 
thinking.
The same is true of Israel. In the diaspora 
we are constantly arguing over the Israeli-
Palestinian confl ict, the two state solution, 
Hezbollah, Egypt, Iran deal, BDS etc. 

We sometimes subconsciously conclude 
that these arguments themselves are 
what it is to love Israel. We are forced by 
others as well as ourselves to defi ne the 
particular reasons why we deserve Israel 
or why it is so holy to us. But all of this 
argumentation and explanation pale in 
comparison to the actual experience of 
walking the streets of Jerusalem. To be 
a Jew walking the streets of Jerusalem 
is to meet God. If someone tries to 
explain why, they will come up with 
logical reasons and explanations, but 
all of them fall short of what the truth 
of the experience of Israel is. May we 
each be blessed to experience the bliss of 
actually walking the streets of Jerusalem 
and hiking the hills of the Galilee. May 
God give us the ability to create space in 
our lives to be in relationship to what is 
beyond us. 
ABOUT RABBI RUBINSTEIN

Rabbi Marcus 
Rubenstein has 
been the spiritual 
leader of Temple 
Sinai in Middletown 
since 2015. He grew 
up in Manhasset 
Hills, NY, vaca  oning 
in the Catskill 
mountain hotels 
all throughout his 

youth. He enjoys teaching/learning Torah, 
playing jazz trumpet as well as hiking and 
biking in the local area. Rabbi Rubenstein lives 
in Middletown with his lovely wife, Rachel and 
their Australian Shepherd, Louie.

You are invited to attend the 
Jewish Federation’s 42nd Annual Meeting

Sunday, June 10 at 10AM
Kol Yisrael, 290 North St., Newburgh

We say farewell to Rabbi Philip Weintraub 
and family as they leave the Orange County 

community for a warmer climate.

Volunteer of the Year Awards

NEW! Presentation of the Harold Grinspoon 
Award for Excellence in Jewish Education.

Proposal of By-law changes, only members 
in good standing may vote. 

Membership requires a minimum gift of 
$36 to the 2017 Campaign.

Please RSVP by June 7th online at
jewishorangeny.org/2018AnnualMeeting

Brunch will be served, dietary laws observed.
No solicitation.



A couple months ago, Mentsch Makers, the only Jewish preschool in Orange 
County, announced it was closing its doors at the end of this school year. The 
program, which has been serving local Jewish families for almost 30 years, 

fi nally gave up the fi ght against declining enrollment and fi nancial instability. Its 
closing marks a turning point in our educational community. 
It is well known and documented that early childhood education is an important 
milestone in childhood development. Children’s minds are like sponges and the values, 
traditions and rituals that they are exposed to early in life, often remain with them 
throughout life. Lighting Shabbat candles, dipping apples in honey on Rosh Hashanah, 
and being kind to one another, are memories and lessons  that can guide and shape a 
person’s life. 
Now it’s true that we are a small community with limited resources. However, I believe 
we can and must do better for the sake of our children and their Jewish future. The most 
recent population census estimates that the Orange County Jewish population is approx. 
28,000 persons (two-thirds of which are chassidim). Our Federation primarily serves 
the non orthodox population, or about 7,000 persons, who  are a proud, committed and 
old Jewish community dating back to colonial times. 
Since 2010, the Jewish Federation has been sponsoring the PJ Library program in 
Orange County, a preschool learning program for children 6 months to 8 years old 
developed by the Harold Grinspoon Foundation. Each month, local families receive a 
Jewish book, craft or CD in the mail that they experience in the comfort of their own 
home. Our program is growing. Today, we serve over 225 families, a 10% increase 
over 2016. Most of these families are unaffi  liated with a synagogue and over 40% are 
interfaith families. 

To further engage and educate this segment of the local Jewish population, in fall 2017 
Federation launched two new monthly Jewish preschool programs in Newburgh and 
Middletown, under the fl agship PJ Play. In September, we plan to open a third location 
in Monroe. But once a month is not enough. We want to off er these programs weekly 
but we can only do this with your generous support.  A modest investment NOW in 
early childhood Jewish education is an important starting point for a vibrant Jewish 
future in Orange County. 
To fi nd our how you can get involved in our new educational programs and sponsorship 
opportunities, please contact me at 562-7860.  

“WE ARE ONE.” Perhaps never before in the life of the Jewish community has a 
careful appreciation of those words been more important.
We stand as ONE with the State of Israel and with the international Jewish community, 
who suff er from unprecedented levels of anti-semitism and violence based purely upon 
their chosen religious beliefs and their eff orts to establish a peaceful, secure homeland.
We stand as ONE with our friends at Temple Beth Shalom. Their peace and welfare 
were shattered by an act of pure hatred. We stand with them in sharing their pain and in 
sharing their need for healing and justice.
We stand as ONE with our fellow human beings of every race and religion, because as 
the human experience of many centuries past has proven, acts of hatred against any one 
race or religion are attacks upon all of us. As Jews for generations have believed that 
our purpose on this earth is “tikkun olam,” to heal the world, such acts of hatred and 
persecution wound the whole world, and it is our duty and obligation as Jews to stand 
as ONE with those oppressed to join and to actively participate in the healing process.
And we are doing more than standing. Through the generous funding and support from 
our outstanding members and in particular a major donation from a person who wishes 
to remain anonymous, the Federation has this year established a vigorous program to 
combat anti-semitism through cooperation with schools and local governments, through 
education and sensitivity training, through public outreach and publicity, and through 
increased contact with elected offi  cials at every level of government, we stand together 
to make it clear that acts of hatred will face strong opposition and rebuke in every 
instance and that their standing by passively will not be acceptable.

We are reaching out as never before to other local and regional organizations to join 
together to combat bigotry and hatred, to prevent future acts of hatred, and to gain 
strength from our unity and in defense of our basic common rights and interests.
We cannot prevent evil from manifesting itself in the course of human aff airs; it has 
existed since the exile from Eden. We can, however, be ever-vigilant in responding 
decisively in every case to combat evil whenever and wherever it appears, including 
HERE and NOW. To the very best of our abilities we shall always act with measured, 
just and focused response to its emergence and counter each instance and act of evil 
with acts of goodness, justice, healing and righteousness a thousand-fold more.
We do this because we are children of G-D, and because we are duty-bound to “tikkun 
olam,” and because WE ARE ONE.
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INVESTING IN A JEWISH FUTURE
BY SUZANNE LEON
DIRECTOR’S CORNER

WE STAND AS ONE
BY CARLA WISE
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

ABOUT CARLA WISE
Born and raised in New York City, Carla Wise moved to Orange 
County as a young adult, taught special educa  on at Orange Ulster 
BOCES, and raised two wonderful children here. A  er staying home 
for a few years, Carla returned to teaching at Goshen High School, 
and then le   teaching for law school. Now the grandmother of four, 
Carla has been a matrimonial and family law a  orney for over 25 
years, is a member of Temple Sinai, has been on the Federa  on 
Board for over 10 years and now serves as president.
Contact Carla Wise -  wiseowl6@gmail.com

ABOUT SUZANNE LEON  

Ms. Leon resides with her husband, Dennis and son, Samuel, 
in the Hudson Valley. The family enjoys travel, hiking, and the 
outdoors, as well as the arts and Jewish culture.
Contact Suzanne Leon - suzanne@jewishorangeny.org

Let's Make the Right Choice, continued from page 1
I love hockey. I love the camaraderie of a team. Most of the time, everyone gets along. 
Unfortunately, my current team has a bully. Being a younger player and not as skilled as 
the better players, I am constantly thinking about what I can do to stay out of the bully's 
focus. We are nervous at practice and games, because we are always wondering if today 
will be our day ... who will get called out and ridiculed today. One day, as our team was 
changing into our uniforms, one of the better players off ered a spot on the locker room 
bench to a quiet teammate. 
The kid accepted the off er, changed and left as quickly as he could. When he left, the 
better player laughed and announced he was putting the teammate's bag in the shower 
and turning the water on. Everything I learned about doing the right thing fl ashed 
through my mind. Yet, I sat there, debating whether to say something, whether to make 
myself a target, whether to expose myself. The whole team sat there looking at each 
other and looking away. It felt like an eternity, but it was no more than 10 seconds. 
Finally, I stammered, "Hey, that's not right." Everyone stared at me. My face was fl ushed 
and my heart was pounding. Then, my other teammates started agreeing with me. After 
a tense silence, the player put the bag down, clearly irritated by everyone, and said, "It 
was just a joke. I can't believe you guys would think I would do that." I felt an immense 
sense of relief wash over me that I was not getting thrown into the shower. I looked 
around and saw the same sense of relief and pride in my teammates that I felt. We stood 
up to a bully and prevented something wrong from occurring. 

My decision to speak up doesn't change the world. However, if everyone makes the 
choice to speak up when something is wrong, we can make a diff erence in the world. 
Elie Wiesel said, “Let us not forget, after all, that there is always a moment when the 
moral choice is made.” 
Often because of one story or one book or one person, we are able to make a diff erent 
choice, a choice for humanity, for life. All it took was my four words to change the 
outcome of a bad situation. 
Tyler Jacklitsch lives in Harriman and is a tenth grade student at Monroe - Woodbury 
High School. His winning essay earned him an iPad Mini, which was awarded to him at 
the Stop Hate Symposium on April 11th. His teacher, Mrs. Rivelli was awarded a $100 
gi   card as his sponsor.

Le   to right: Carla Wise, 
Fred Cook, Chairperson-
Orange County Human Rights 
Commission, James McGill, 
Honorable Men  on, Tyler 
Jacklitsch, Ms. Rivelli, Tyler’s 
teacher and Suzanne Leon 
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SPOTLIGHT ON...
CONGREGATION BETH HILLEL   WALDEN, NY     
“A JEWEL IN ORANGE COUNTY”

Congregation Beth Hillel / The Walden Jewish Community Center is located in the heart 
of Walden, 20 Pine Street, corner of Pine and Orchard. A guest at a recent service said 
we were the “best hidden jewel in Orange County.”

For nearly a hundred years, our congregation has been serving a community extending 
throughout Orange, Ulster, Dutchess and Sullivan Counties with a current membership of 
50 families. Of these families many are second and third generation members. We reach out 
to provide a sanctuary for the heart and soul to all who enter our synagogue. We welcome 
diversity, interfaith families and worshippers of all ages.  Our services and kashrut practices 
follow modern Conservative guidelines.
At Congregation Beth Hillel you will fi nd services on all Jewish holidays, bi-monthly Kabbalat 
Shabbat services, Model Seder, multi-faceted celebrations, Shabbat Across America, and more! 
Even though our dues are very low, we off er an abundance of programs to enhance the Jewish 
experience on the educational, religious and cultural levels.
Our Torah school is second to none in quality Jewish education from tot to Esreh (teen), 
highlighted by excellent programs for Bar and Bat Mitzvah preparation and celebration. 
Students and teachers meet Sunday mornings and are divided by age groups for Judaic studies 
and Hebrew instruction. Post Bnai Mitzvah students are invited to participate in our Esreh (teen) 
Program, promoting volunteer initiatives and teaching assistant programs. 
Our Religious Leader and principal, Cantor Nava Herzog, has been an active member of 
Congregation Beth Hillel for more than thirty years. She has been our religious and Hebrew 
School teacher for twenty-fi ve years and leading services for the past fi fteen years. Nava is 
a member of The Walden Interfaith Clergy and a trained Volunteer Walden Police Chaplain. 
She was born in Haifa, Israel, where she met and married Joseph Herzog. Joe is our long time 
Gabbai and Treasurer among his many other responsibilities. They have two married daughters 
and four grandchildren.  
Congregation Beth Hillel Board of Trustees members, ably led by our long-time president, 
Sherri Donnell, are dedicated to serving our temple community, supporting temple programs 
and activities.  
If you are looking for family programs, compassionate environment, excellent education, 
compelling services and a welcoming home for your heart and soul, call us at 845-778-7374 or 
visit our website at www.congregationbethhillel.org, the place we make Jewish traditions our 
traditions.

Clockwise from top: Nava Herzog, Sukkot 
celebra  on, Chanukah celebra  on, Shabbat 
sunset service, our building

The Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County, NY has been 
awarded a JFNA-National Center to Encourage Judaism grant 
to establish the Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County 

Interfaith Family Engagement Project. 

The project will provide an opportunity for interfaith families in our 
community to come together in a safe and non-judgmental space to 
learn about raising a Jewish family, ask the questions they haven’t felt 
comfortable asking, and build community both among themselves 
and with our greater Jewish community. Held in multiple locations 
throughout Orange County, the fi rst half of each session will be 
dedicated to exploring a diff erent aspect of Jewish life, with a particular 
emphasis on creating a Jewish home. Topics will include Shabbat, 
holidays, kashrut, and lifecycle events including welcoming ceremonies 
for newborns and death and mourning rituals. The second half of each 
session will be a facilitated discussion about the topic that was just 
learned: what are some barriers to introducing this practice into your 
home? What sounds appealing about this practice? How can the non-

Jewish partner be made an active partner in these practices? How can 
non-Jewish family (grandparents, for instance) be educated and 
included in these practices? The goals of these sessions will be to 
provide concrete education that will help our families create Jewish 
homes, and also a safe space to discuss openly the challenges that could 
be present in interfaith homes. Participants will leave our program both 
feeling that they have a home in the Orange County Jewish community 
and empowered with their families to bring Judaism into their own 
homes.

For more information about the Interfaith Family Engagement Project, 
please contact Rachel Rubenstein, Rachel@jewishorangeny.org.

JEWISH FEDERATION RECEIVES $5,000 GRANT FOR NEW INTERFAITH 
FAMILY ENGAGEMENT PROJECT
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INNOVATIVE EDUCATION AND ENGAGEMENT FOR JEWISH FAMILIES
IN ORANGE COUNTY 
BY RACHEL RUBENSTEIN

PROGRAMS OF THE JEWISH FEDERATION 
OF GREATER ORANGE COUNTY

PJ Library Celebrates Hanukkah! 
On a snowy night last December, PJ Library and Monroe Mentsch Makers had a rockin’ Hanukkah party! After a 
delicious meal of bagels, latkes, and sufganiyot (jelly donuts), we lit our Hanukkah candles and recited the blessings. 
Then, we danced the night away with the amazing Shira & Friends band straight from New York City. It was a night 
of fun, community, and celebration for all of our families!

 
PJ Play! 
Each month our PJ Library families gather in Middletown and Newburgh for PJ Play, our parent and tot playgroup! 
Each PJ Play is centered around a Jewish holiday or value that we learn about together through songs, stories, crafts, 
and hands-on play. Our little ones love getting to sing and play with Rachel, Rabbi Weintraub (Newburgh) and Rabbi 
Rubenstein (Middletown), and our families love getting to know one another and building our wonderful community. 
All PJ Library families are welcome to join us! We meet at Temple Sinai in Middletown on the fi rst Sunday of the 
month at 9:30am and at Kol Yisrael in Newburgh on the second Sunday of the month at 10:30am. Our learning is 
geared toward children ages 18months-5 years, but all are welcome to join! 

Join PJ Library, for children ages 6months-8 years,
at pjlibrary.org

                                                                            
Join PJ Our Way, for children ages 8-11years, 

at pjourway.org

For informa  on about any 
of our PJ programs, contact 
Rachel at 845-562-7860 or 
Rachel@jewishorangeny.
org!  And don’t forget to 
connect with us on PJ Library 
Greater Orange County, NY on 
Facebook to learn more about 
these exci  ng new programs.

THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER ORANGE COUNTY GRINSPOON AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN JEWISH EDUCATION

The Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County Grinspoon 
Award for Excellence in Jewish Education will be awarded 
to a Jewish educator in Orange County who demonstrates 

commitment to innovative Jewish education, creative thinking 
and implementation of teaching methods and materials, and the 
demonstrated ability to make a positive impact on students’ lives. 
The prize includes $1000 for the award winner, an opportunity for an 
additional $500 for professional development expenses, and local and 
national recognition.

NOMINATION INFO:
Do you know an excellent Jewish educator in our Orange County 
Community? We invite you to nominate a Jewish educator making a 
diff erence. Complete the nomination form by April 30th here:
http://form.jotform.com/80714909084158.

Read more about the award and its history here:
https://www.hgf.org/programs/north-american-grinspoon-awards

Questions? Contact Rachel Rubenstein, 845-562-7860 or
Rachel@jewishorangeny.org.

THE JEWISH FEDERATION ANNOUNCES NEW AWARD 
FOR LOCAL JEWISH EDUCATORS



Israel is founded on May 14, 1948, a few hours before the Bri  sh 
Mandate is due to expire. Eleven minutes later, the United States 
becomes the fi rst country to recognize the Jewish state when it grants 
Israel de facto recogni  on. On May 15, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan and Syria 
invade Israel. The War of Independence lasts 13 months.

1950 - Israel’s Law of Return en  tles anyone of Jewish matrilineal 
descent, or a Jewish convert, to immigrate to Israel and obtain 
full ci  zenship. The law was amended to state that the same 
rights are vested in a child and a grandchild of a Jew, the spouse 
of a Jew, the spouse of a child of a Jew and the spouse of a 

grandchild of a Jew, except for a person who had been Jewish and voluntarily changed 
his or her religion.

1955 - Israeli physicist Dr. Harry Zvi Tabor develops a new type of solar 
heater to produce hot water for households. Tabor, known as the father 
of Israeli solar energy, is credited with bringing Israel’s solar energy 
program to interna  onal prominence.

1961 - El Al Israel Airlines, established in 1948, begins fl ying 
nonstop between Tel Aviv and New York, se   ng a world record 
for the  longest nonstop fl ight.

1969 - Golda Meir becomes Israel’s fi rst female prime minister.

1984 - 7,000 Ethiopian Jews are fl own to Israel from Sudan in a 
covert mission called Opera  on Moses to rescue them from famine 
and civil war. Over a seven-week period, 30 fl ights each bring 
around 200 Ethiopians to Israel. 
 

1992 - Israel wins its fi rst two Olympic medals in its 10th Olympic 
appearance, in judo. Judoka Yael Arad wins a silver medal and her 
teammate Oren Smadja wins bronze. 

1994 - Israel and Jordan sign a peace treaty and 
subsequently open their borders, allowing tourists, 
business people and workers to travel freely between the 
two countries. 

2006 - Eli Beer starts United Hatzalah of Israel, a network 
of volunteer neighborhood EMTs who o  en travel on 
ambucycles – refi  ed motorcycles nimble enough to weave 
through traffi  c. Today the organiza  on has 4,000 EMTs, 
cer  fi ed fi rst responders, paramedics and doctors dispersed 
throughout Israel. 

2008 - Driver naviga  on app Waze is founded by Israeli 
programmers Ehud Shabtai, Uri Levine and Amir Shinar 
using real-  me updates and road condi  ons to reduce 
commute  me and gasoline consump  on.  

2018 - U.S. News and World Report ranks Israel the eighth 
most powerful na  on in the world. Bloomberg News names 
the Jewish state the 10th most innova  ve worldwide, 
edging out the United States.

      

     

 With thanks to 
 www.israel21c.org
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CONNECTING LIVES, STRENGTHENING TIES: 
JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE OF ORANGE COUNTY RECEIVES FUNDS
FOR GROUNDBREAKING HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR CARE
SPECIAL FEATURE

Jewish Family Service of Orange County (JFS Orange) is proud to announce it was 
selected to receive a grant from The Jewish Federations of North America (JFNA) 
through the Center for Advancing Holocaust Survivor Care. When combined with 

matching funds, this award will enable $100,000 in new programming for survivors. 
Some of the matching funds come from the generous grant from the Jewish Federation 
of Greater Orange County.
Of the more than 100,000 Holocaust survivors in the United States, nearly one-quarter 
are aged 85 or older, and one in four lives in poverty. Many live alone and are at 
risk for social isolation, depression, and other physical and mental health conditions 
stemming from periods of starvation, disease, and torture.
JFS Orange will implement a three part program.  All programs use the person-
centered, trauma-informed approach.  Enhanced case management services will be 
off ered.   New programming includes an “Expression Through the Arts Program” and a 
“Holistic Self-Care Program.”  Around the time of Yom Hashoah of 2019, there will be 
a concert performance and gallery show featuring much of this work.
Elise Gold, Executive Director of JFS Orange shares, “We listened to the survivors 
with whom we currently work and we responded to their needs. We are honored to 
work with Holocaust survivors; this is held close to our collective hearts.  We are 
excited to be working in collaboration with partners throughout the Hudson Valley as 
we cannot do this valued work alone.  We are grateful for receiving this award making 
programming possible.”   

“It is critical that we deliver these lifesaving and life-enhancing services to Holocaust 
survivors. The past two years of this federal grant program have shown the deep impact 
that person-centered, trauma-informed services can have on Holocaust survivors. We 
are grateful to partner with the government to augment this work,” said Mark Wilf, 
chair of JFNA’s National Holocaust Survivor Initiative.
The Center for Advancing Holocaust Survivor Care promotes these innovative 
service delivery models together with the expertise of partner organizations including 
the Network of Jewish Human Service Agencies and the Conference on Jewish 
Material Claims Against Germany.  The grant money is a combination of federal 
dollars and philanthropic dollars raised by Jewish Federations as part of JFNA's 
National Holocaust Survivor Initiative, which has raised $45 million to support the 
survivor community.

Rita Schwartz, Holocaust 
Survivor, pictured here 
surrounded by her son, 
Sidney, JFS Orange Board 
Vice President, Deborah 
Pariser, JFS Board President, 
Cynthia Weintraub and 
Leah Bergen, Project 
Manager of Center for 
Advancing Holocaust 
Survivor Care.

70 YEARS OF ISRAELI ACHIEVEMENT
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MAKING MY DREAM A REALITY
BY SAMANTHA OAKS  2017 YOUTH TO ISRAEL AWARD RECIPIENT

When I got your letter with the news that I was accepted as a recipient of the 
Youth to Israel scholarship, I was absolutely ecstatic. Thanks to you and 
your team at the Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County, the $4,745 

scholarship aff orded me the opportunity to go on my 6 month trip to Israel, making my 
dream a reality. 
Just two days after I graduated high school at the end of June 2017, I went on a trip 
with a Jewish youth group called NFTY. We spent two days in the Czech Republic, 
fi ve days in Poland, and four weeks in IsraeL When the NFTY trip was over, I stayed 
behind in Israel to volunteer until December 24, 2017. For the entire month of August, 
I volunteered at Kishorit, a kibbutz for special needs adults that is located in northern 
Israel, 10-15 minutes away from a town called Karmie. I worked in the therapeutic 
riding academy alongside members, as well as volunteers. 
For the remaining four months, I lived and volunteered in an ecological farm in 
Binyamina called the Solar Garden. It was a great opportunity learning about 
sustainability, repurposing, recycling, and living green. Those six months were 
amazing, living and working the Israeli way of life. From navigating public 
transportation to dining out in restaurants to handling some travel complications, my 
eyes were opened to a whole new lifestyle. 
I returned home with a newfound confi dence and I fi nally felt a sense of belonging 
somewhere in the world. My NFTY experience took me through the time line of Jewish 
history by visiting the tourist sites and I have a new appreciation and understanding of 
what has shaped our culture and made us the people we are today. I made a lot of great 
friendships with people from all over the world. 
I returned home in early January, 2018. Recently, I took my admissions test for SUNY 
Orange, and I am waiting to hear from them about my class schedule based on my 
results. I am planning to complete my core classes at SUNY Orange and then I will 
attend a University where I'm hoping to study forestry and equine studies. This trip of 
a lifetime would not have been possible if it wasn't for the generous support from your 
scholarship sponsors. Thank you so much for making this experience happen. It was 
a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Before I went on the trip, I promised myself that I 
wouldn't waste it, and I didn't. It was a trip that changed my life forever in the best way 
possible and if I could live it all over again, I would do exactly the same thing, except I 
would attempt to make Aliyah afterwards. 

Samantha Oaks lives in New Hampton, NY. Pictures clockwise: Samantha on the highest peak of Mt. Shlomo, sunrise atop Masada, in 
Krakow, Poland and the Western Wall in Jerusalem.

We are pleased to announce that these eleven youths received Jewish 
Summer Camp scholarships this year from the Jewish Federation. 
Federation is delighted to be able to provide fi nancial assistance to 

Orange County families for a meaningful Jewish summer camp experience.
 Andrew G. - USY on Wheels
 Sam L. - Tranquility Camp
 Sam M. - Six Points Sports Academy
 Ethan M. - Six Points Sports Academy
 Jillian M. - Six Points Sports Academy
 Jacob S. - Six Points Sci Tech
 Hannah S. - URJ Camp Harlam
 Noa S. - Camp Young Judea Sprout Lake (pictured from last summer)
 Jacob T. - URJ Crane Lake Camp (pictured from last summer)
 Allison T. - URJ Crane Lake Camp (pictured from last summer)
 Hannah W. - Camp Ramah, Nyack 
We off er partial scholarships for Jewish summer camps, available for Jewish 
children residing in Orange County.  The Scholarship fund is comprised of 
monies contributed by the Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County and 
some very generous private donors in our community. It is our goal to make 
scholarships available to all eligible applicants.
If you are planning ahead for next year, the deadline for Camp and Israel 
scholarship applications is January 31st. More info can be found on our 
website: www.jewishorangeny.org/scholarships.
   

We are also pleased to announce our Youth to Israel Scholarship 
winners.
Max Bordman of Warwick will receive the Jack and Jessicsa Blinkoff  
Scholarship, enabling him to spend a semester in Israel with URJ Heller 
High.
Liav Ben-Dor of New Hampton will receive a scholarship for a four 
week USY Israel Adventure.  
We look forward to hearing from these teens upon their return.

MAZEL TOV!
 

2018 JEWISH SUMMER CAMP & ISRAEL SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED
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LOCAL 
SYNAGOGUES
Congrega  on Agudas Israel
Loca  on: Newburgh
Phone: 845-562-5604 
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
congrega  onagudasisrael.org 

Congrega  on Beth Hillel
Loca  on: Walden
Phone: 845-778-7374 
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
congrega  onbethhillel.org

Congrega  on B’nai Torah
Loca  on: Greenwood Lake
Phone: 845-477-3716
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
bnaitorahgwl.org
Congrega  on Eitz Chaim
Loca  on: Monroe
Phone: 845-783-7424 
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
eitzchaim-monroe.org

Monroe Temple of 
Liberal Judaism
Loca  on: Monroe
Phone: 845-783-2626
Affi  lia  on: Reform
monroetemple.org

Temple Beth El
Loca  on: Port Jervis
Phone: 845-856-1722
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
templebethelpjny.org

Temple Beth Jacob
Loca  on: Newburgh
Phone: 845-562-5516
Affi  lia  on: Reform
tbjnewburgh.org

Temple Beth Shalom
Loca  on: Florida, NY
Phone: 845-651-7817
Affi  lia  on: Reform
tbsny.org

Temple Sinai
Loca  on: Middletown
Phone: 845-343-1861
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
templesinaimiddletown.com

Emek Gifts “The Best in the Valley”
Unique Judaica and Giftware

Kol Yisrael
290 North St.

Newburgh, NY
845-562-5604

APRIL 2018
April 7: Pesach Service/ Yizkor, 9:15AM at Cong. B’nai   Torah
April 11: Federation Stop Hate Symposium, 4PM at Wash’ville HS
April 11: Yom HaShoa Program, 7PM at Congregation Beth Hillel
April 11: Holocaust Program, 7PM at Temple Sinai
April 11: Joint Holocaust Program, 6:30PM at Monroe Temple
April 12: Yom HaShoah Program, 7PM at Congregation B’nai Torah
April 12: NJCC Yom HaShoah Program, 7PM at SUNY Orange
April 13: Mah Jongg Lessons, 12:30PM at the Newburgh JCC
April 13: Talent Show Fundraiser, 5PM at Temple Beth Shalom
April 14: Pajama Havdalah, 4:30PM at Temple Beth Shalom   
April 14: Rainbow Dinner, 5:30PM at Temple Beth Shalom
April 14: Sisterhood Trivia Night, 7PM at Monroe Temple
April 15: Testimonial Brunch, 11AM at Monroe Temple
April 17: Charitable Gifts Workshop, 7PM at Temple Sinai
April 20: Israel Independence Celebration, at Cong. B’nai Torah  
April 20: Family Shabbat, 6PM at Temple Sinai
April 22: County-wide Yom Ha’atzmaut Fete 9:30AM at Kol Yisrael
April 24: Yiddish Class, 11AM at the Newburgh JCC
April 25: High Tea, 1:30PM at the Newburgh JCC
April 25: Coff ee & Conversation, 7:30PM at Temple Sinai
April 26: Sisterhood Mah Jongg Mania, 7PM at Monroe Temple
April 27: Book Discussion, 7PM at Congregation B’nai Torah
April 29: Celebrating 83 Years, 1PM at Congregation Beth Hillel
April 29: Monroe Temple Sisterhood/Men’s Club, 1PM at the
               Newburgh Brewing Co.
April 29: Men’s Club Luncheon, 1PM at Temple Sinai

MAY 2018
May 5: Shabbat morning services, 10AM at Temple Beth Shalom   
May 6: Jewish Book Council, 2PM at Temple Beth Jacob
May 10: Yiddish Class, 12PM at the Newburgh JCC
May 10: Sisterhood Mah Jongg Mania, 7PM at Monroe Temple
May 14: Annual Meeting, 7PM at the Newburgh JCC
May 14: Sisterhood Book Chat, 7PM at Monroe Temple
May 19: Shabbat morning services, 10 AM at Temple Beth Shalom   
May 19: Tikkun Leil Shavout Lesson, 7PM at Kol Yisrael
May 21: Shavuot/Yizkor/Lunch, 9:45AM at Cong. B’nai Torah 

JUNE 2018
June 3: Celebrate Israel Parade, 9AM in NYC
June 3: Sisterhood Mah Jongg Tournament, 7PM at Monroe Temple
June 5: Sisterhood Annual Meeting, 7pm at Monroe Temple
June 7: Yiddish Class, 11AM at the Newburgh JCC
June 9: Shabbat morning services, 10AM at Temple Beth Shalom   
June 10: Federation Annual Meeting, 10AM at Kol Yisrael
June 14: Sisterhood Mah Jongg Mania, 7PM at Monroe Temple
June 23: Shabbat morning services, 10AM at Temple Beth Shalom  
June 30: Shabbat morning services, 10AM at Temple Beth Shalom  

JULY 2018
July 8: Food Festival, 10AM at Temple Beth Jacob
July 9: NJCC Annual Golf Outing, 10:30AM at the Powelton Club

AUGUST 2018
Aug. 24: Outdoor Shabbat - Campfi re Edition, 5:30PM at the
               Newburgh JCC

ONGOING:
• Walk Live Fitness - Mondays 6PM, Thursdays 10AM

at the Newburgh JCC
• Chair Yoga -Thursdays 11AM through May 5th 

at the Newbugh JCC
• Mah Jongg - Mondays, 12:30PM at the Newburgh JCC 
• Tai Chi - April 18 through May 23 - 7PM at Congregation 

B’nai Torah
• Mazel Tots – 2nd Wednesdays, 4:30 at Congregation 

Eitz Chaim
• Women With Wool - Tuesdays, 10AM at Congregation

Eitz Chaim
• Learn Hebrew – Tuesdays, 11AM at Temple Sinai

UPCOMING EVENTS                                             FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS VISIT www.jewishorangeny.org


